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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

ASEAN Leaders of 
Southeast Asian nations 
have again pushed 
back an agreement on 
a pan-Asian free trade 
deal amid a whirlwind 
of diplomacy yesterday 
at their annual summit. 
More on p13

CAmbodiA A court 
has charged 18 people, 
including 11 pregnant 
women, with violating 
laws against surrogate 
births. A spokesman 
for the court said the 
11 women and four 
other people were 
charged with surrogacy 
and human trafficking. 
Three more people 
were charged with 
conspiracy but did not 
appear.

iNdoNESiA Ten 
Indonesian fishermen 
arrested in Hawaii are 
accused of trying to 
smuggle nearly 1,000 
shark fins to Indonesia. 
They had been working 
on a Japanese-flagged 
boat and were headed 
home via Honolulu 
when airport security 
workers found shark 
fins in their luggage.

bANglAdESh 
Authorities said they 
are ready to begin 
repatriating some of 
the more than 700,000 
Rohingya Muslims who 
have fled from army-led 
violence in Myanmar 
since last year, but 
refugees scheduled to 
leave said they would 
refuse to go because of 
fears for their safety.
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extra quota 
for sars

rutter: ‘hickman is 
favorite to win gp’

d-day for 
theresa may 

An extra quota is being 
planned for HK and Macau 
drivers going to mainland 
China via the HKZMB 

Ahead of the Motorcycle GP, 
the Times spoke to eight time 
champion Michael Rutter and 
his teammate Peter Hickman

Prime Minister Theresa May 
is trying to persuade her 
divided Cabinet to back a 
draft Brexit deal with the EU

 P2-3 mGS enteRtAInment SHOW

 P3

Executives, experts 
discuss gaming industry 
future and challenges  

AHEAd of NEw RULES IN JANUARy 

49 smoking lounges 
already approved 
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Lynzy Valles

Gaming executives have cal-
led on local small and medium 

enterprises to be more competiti-
ve, while taking opportunities pre-
sented by the Greater Bay Area.

Although gaming operators are 
making significant purchases from 
local SMEs, supporting them in 
response to the government’s ini-
tiatives, officials believe that there 
is still a need for these SMEs to put 
themselves on par with competi-
tors from the neighboring region.

At a forum at the MGS Summit 
2018 yesterday, two casino ope-
rators echoed these sentiments 
regarding the need for local SMEs 
to find their own path towards di-

versification.
Wilfred Wong, president of 

Sands China Ltd., emphasized 
that the gaming operator provi-
des a procurement academy for 
these SMEs, with around 50 to 60 
suppliers being trained yearly as a 
step to assist them in cultivating 
business startups.

“While we are very happy to pla-
ce orders with local SMEs [and] to 
procure locally, it is very important 
that in this day and age, where the-
re is global competition, for them 
to stand on their [own two] feet,” 
said Wong.

“This competition from all over 
the world is going to exist forever 
and therefore, we cannot confine 
ourselves or limit our horizons to 

the Macau environment,” he ad-
ded, encouraging local startups to 
explore opportunities in the city’s 
neighboring regions. 

Meanwhile, Hubert Wang, senior 
vice president of Finance and chief 
financial officer at MGM China 
Holdings noted that local SMEs 
could be used to help diversify the 
SAR’s economy – particularly in 
helping build the city’s culture and 
arts sector.

Although Wang said that passion 
remains a key factor in starting up 
a business, he also said that it does 
not suffice to establish a long-las-
ting business in the SAR, citing 
that only up to 5 percent of busi-
nesses are successful after three 
years of operation. 

Hester Cheang, Jay Chun, Wilfred Wong, Chan Tze Wai and Hubert Wang

Aspect of the MGS Entertainment Show

MGS ENTERTAINMENT SHow

SMEs need to be more competitive,    gaming executives say

MGS 

Operators pledge to increase product offerings 

Leading gaming su-
ppliers in the SAR are as-

sertive about continuously 
producing innovative systems 
in their slot machines and table 
games into the future, despite a 
much-lowered forecast for the 
city’s gaming revenue in 2019.

The gaming suppliers belie-
ve that a slowdown in the VIP 
market is occurring, yet the 
mass market remains competi-
tive, thus not hurting their pur-
chase orders.

“I don’t see the overall market 
[seeing] any negative impact 
to it. Obviously [aside from] 
the geopolitical things that 
are going on, but I think it’s a 
strong market,” Ken Jolly, vice 
president & managing director 
of SG Gaming Asia commen-
ted.

SG Gaming provides a series 
of casino products and services 
to all six gaming operators in 
the city.

Speaking to the Times on the 
sidelines of the MGS Enter-
tainment Show, Jolly stressed 
that as the mass market re-
mains competitive in the city, 
all concessionaires and sub-
concessionaires are fighting for 
their market share – having the 
need to keep the latest slot pro-
duct on the floor. 

“We’re continuing to develop 
products. We’re bringing new 
products in all our range. […] 
We do a lot of work every year 
on developing their [casinos] 
systems and doing more up-
dates, particularly in the junket 
area,” the executive explained.

According to him, the firm 
is aware that there are some 
VIP rooms working with high 
denomination machines and 
seeing “great results.”

“That means one part of the 
market might be a bit slow but 
there are parts of the market 
that [are] typically going well,” 

he said.
The executive also said that 

the company is set to release 
new themed-products in the 
city by 2019, including James 
Bond-themed slot machines 
with which the company has a 
licensing deal. 

Meanwhile, Aristocrat, an 
Australian gambling machine 
manufacturer, continues to in-
vest in the local market.

According to its Sales & Bu-
siness Development Director 
– Asia Pacific, Lloyd Robson, 
Macau remains one of its lar-
gest markets, amongst its 10 to 
12 different markets in the Asia 
Pacific region.

“Without a shadow of a dou-
bt, Macau is one of our largest 
ones. Maybe a little different to 
what it was three or four years 
ago […] but it’s still a massive 
part of our business,” said Ro-
bson.

Yesterday, the company lau-
nched one of its newest slot 
machine products, “Goldstack 
88,” at the MGS Entertain-
ment Show, hoping that it will 
be placed in the market by Fe-
bruary 2019.

According to Robson, the 
company is just awaiting 
approval from the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau. 

Commenting on whether ga-
ming machine suppliers will be 
affected by the slowdown of the 
city’s gaming revenue, the exe-
cutive said, “We haven’t had 
any indication from the casino 
that we’re looking to scale back 
purchasing. So I guess time will 
tell.”

“At this point in time, purcha-
sing habits of casinos are very 
much where they were 12 to 
18 months ago, which would 
indicate to me that they [are] 
still confident moving into next 
year,” Robson added. LV

Ken Jolly

MGS 

Gaming suppliers 
foresee further growth 
in product distributions

Gaming opera-
tors have pledged 

to provide more diffe-
rentiated products to 
their consumers in a 
bid to boost tourism 
development in the 
Greater Bay Area.

In a session held yes-
terday as part of the 
MGS Summit 2018, 
representatives from 
three gaming opera-
tors expressed their 
continuous interest in 
diversifying the deve-
lopment of the tourist 
market.

Maggie Ma, chief go-
vernment affairs of-
ficer at Melco Resor-
ts & Entertainment, 
noted that it is their 
goal to narrow the gap 
between Macau and 
Hong Kong in order 
to further attract tou-

rists. 
“This is a general 

trend. I believe that 
[the] integrated resor-
ts [will] differentiate 
[our] products and 
will go beyond our pre-
vious efforts,” adding 
that integrated resor-

ts would work closely 
with the government 
to increase their com-
petitiveness.

“The Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Offi-
ce encourages [us] to 
stand on a higher level 
to see the big picture. 

We are a team and we 
need to communicate 
with each other and 
make use of current 
platform so as to pro-
vide more differen-
tiated products and 
features,” said the exe-
cutive.
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Alexis Tam 
satisfied with 
approved 
smoking lounges 
Julie Zhu 

Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture Alexis 
Tam is satisfied with the 
operation of the new casi-

no smoking lounges following his 
visit to smoking lounges in two lo-
cal casinos yesterday. 

Together with the Health Bureau 
(SSM) director, Lei Chin Ion, and 
the director of the Tobacco Pre-
vention and Control Office, Tang 
Chi Hou, Tam paid a visit to Stu-
dio City’s mass market smoking 
lounges and to the Venetian Ma-
cao’s VIP room smoking lounges. 

“My colleagues and I are satis-
fied with both the mass market 
lounges and the VIP room loun-
ges,” said Alexis Tam, adding that 
“especially in the VIP rooms, the 
difference between the pressure 
inside the lounge and the pres-
sure outside the lounge is four 
to five times higher than our re-
quirements. In the mass market 
smoking lounge, it is two to three 
times higher.” 

“In 2019, no Macau casinos 
will have smoking areas. They 
can only provide high standard 
smoking lounges approved by the 
government,” said Alexis Tam, 
according to whom this means 
that “starting from January 1, all 
casino mass and VIP rooms will 
ban smoking.” 

According to SSM statistics, as 
of September 28, 27 of the city’s 
47 casinos had submitted applica-
tions for the creation of a total of 
404 smoking lounges. 

Alexis Tam explained that the 
approval procedure involves the 
work of several governmental de-
partments, therefore it require a 
long period for the whole process. 

“If the application was submi-
tted after September 28, then, 
due to an abundant amount of 
work needed for the procedures, 

casinos will not be able to set up 
high standard smoking lounges on 
time,” Alexis Tam explained. 

According to Tam, casinos whi-
ch did not submit their applica-
tions before September 28, will 
have to completely ban smoking 
starting from January 1 until their 
smoking lounges are approved. 

As reported by Tang Chi Hou, 49 
of the aforementioned smoking 
lounges have been approved al-
ready, with more than 200 appli-
cations of the 404 being requested 
providing supplementary docu-
ments. 

Regarding these more than 200 
applications, the SSM believes 
that the approval cannot be issued 
before January 1, 2019. 

As of yesterday, the SSM had 
received applications for a total 
of 437 smoking lounges (404 be-
fore September 28). The 33 new 
applications submitted after Sep-
tember 28 were submitted by six 
casinos. 

Casinos that have already gained 
SSM approval for their current 
smoking lounges can continue to 
apply to set up more smoking lou-
nges. 

SSM approval is the last govern-
mental step for each smoking lou-
nge. Once the SSM approves the 
application, it means that the cor-
responding smoking lounge can 
be put into operation. 

Before the SSM inspection and 
approval, casinos are required to 
pass an inspection by both the Fire 
Services Bureau and the Land, Pu-
blic Works and Transport Bureau.  

 49 smoking 
lounges have 
been approved 
already
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SMEs need to be more competitive,    gaming executives say
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Operators pledge to increase product offerings 

tourism office discusses luggage 
restriction with dsat

tHe directOr of the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, has said 
that the Transportation Bu-
reau’s (DSAT) is determined 
to solve the luggage limit 
issue for passengers trave-
ling on the Hong Kong-Zhu-
hai-Macau Bridge. Speaking 
yesterday at the summit, the 
official said that the bureau 
had met with the DSAT to 
discuss concerns regarding 

the luggage and cash restric-
tions.  “Some issues cannot 
be solved immediately,” said 
the tourism chief. “But they 
will work on that to solve 
some part of the problem 
and Macau will take the 
proactive initiatives to solve 
those issues. […] I believe 
here will be some break-
throughs.” According to the 
official, both the MGTO and 
DSAT discussed the matter 
on Tuesday. 

According to Ma, enhan-
cing young talents would 
also increase the compe-
titiveness of the city’s en-
tertainment offers, adding 
that cultivation of the you-
nger generation has also 
been a priority in the Grea-
ter Bay Area.

“I do believe that other in-
tegrated resorts will follow 
the same trend, to have 
more interactions [with 
the youngsters]. We need 
to keep moving forward 
and to make changes and 
[…] cultivate our trend in 
young talents. I think the 
young people need to look 
broader and look for more 
opportunities,” said Ma. 

Echoing the same senti-
ments, Jason Ni, executive 
director at Wynn Macau, 
hoped that its two integra-
ted resorts could further 
work with local students 
to gain a better understan-
ding of what it offers.

Commenting on the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bri-
dge, Ni, who is also a pro-
fessor, said that the brid-
ge would spur tourists to 
change their traveling rou-
tes, along with the number 
of tourist arrivals in Ma-
cau.

In this matter, Ni is 
looking into the custo-
mers’ behavioral changes 
and making adjustments 

according to the tourist 
needs.

Meanwhile, Serene Chia, 
vice president of SJM Co-
tai’s Brand Development 
and Marketing, implied that 
integrated resorts should 
understand the city’s natio-
nal objectives to fully em-
brace their participation in 
the Greater Bay Area. 

Although it is still to ear-
ly to comment on whether 
there is an increase in the 
number of tourist arrivals 
at its integrated resor-
ts, Chia said that the SAR 
needs to be able to handle 
and control the capacity 
of its visitors to avoid any 
congestion or inefficiency 
in the city’s transportation 

system.
“Any inefficiency in trans-

portation in the city is not 
going to make the city at-
tractive for both residents 
and tourists. I believe au-
thorities in the transpor-
tation department [are] 
working hard to find the 
balance between [these] 
business objectives and 
city planning objectives,” 
said Chia.

The executive added that 
“this whole destination is 
not going to work and we 
will see more negative fee-
dback,” if the city fails to 
find its balance between 
offering a better transpor-
tation system for both tou-
rists and residents.  LV

“Startups not only require 
passion, because we know 
[the] failure ratio of startups 
is quite high, […] but we need 
planning and how to make 
things good; we need strate-
gies,” said Wang. 

According to Wang, the 
city’s diversification path it-
self needs to be diversified. 
“Macau has a limited area of 
land and therefore we need 
to make [the best of] every 
project. We need to focus on 
culture and arts,” said Wang.

“In the past, we had casi-
no operators [that are] now 
transforming to [become] 
integrated resorts. It is the 
diversified product mixture. 
[…] We need to go beyond 
those limitations and fo-
cus on the industrial supply 
chain,” the executive added. 

Wang pledged that MGM 
would continue its enga-
gement with the 600 local 
SMEs with whom it is cur-
rently working.

Commenting on diversifi-
cation, Wilfred Wong noted 
that there is a need to chan-
ge the mindset of the young 
entrepreneurs, encouraging 
them to engage with enter-
prises in the Greater Bay 
Area.

“I think the locals prefer 

to stay in Macau, instead of 
doing more business in other 
regions, so we need to change 
the mindset. […] Our role is 
to send tourists to the com-
munities,” said Wong, citing 
the provision of shuttle buses 
by gaming operators.

“SMEs also need to play 
their role and need to shar-
pen their competitiveness to 
maintain the tourists. They 
need to work on their own to 
strengthen competitiveness 
[…] especially when it comes 
to the Greater Bay Area,” he 
added. 

Since the SAR benefits from 

its geographical location, 
Wong believes that wbusi-
ness operators can benefit 
from the SAR’s diversified 
culture and continue to aim 
to become one of the interna-
tional market centers. 

“The young people in Ma-
cau need to work harder in 
the Greater Bay Area. If not, 
it’s going to be the Guang-
dong [entrepreneurs] that 
will get the opportunities in 
the market. How can these 
SMEs respond to the need of 
the Greater Bay? We need to 
work harder on that,” Wong 
added. 

sands confirms budget        
increase for scc rebranding

PreSident OF Sands 
China Ltd., Wilfred Wong, 
has confirmed that there is 
an increase in the budget 
for the rebranding of Sands 
Cotai Central into The 
Londoner. Initially it was 
announced that the rebrand-
ing project would cost some 
USD1.1 billion. “There has 
been an increase in the scope 
of the works. As we plan, 
we look at different public 
areas, different designs, we 

feel that there is a need to 
upgrade some of [these] 
refurbishments in order for 
us to remain competitive,” 
said Wong on the sidelines of 
yesterday’s forum. “It’s two 
years away, so we’re looking 
ahead and we’re very happy 
to invest in the future of Ma-
cau,” he added. Wong added 
that different projects would 
commence at different dates, 
with the first one kicking off 
after Chinese New Year.

Alexis Tam (center) toured casino smoking lounges yesterday
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CE to deliver 2019 Policy 
Address today
The Chief 
Executive, Chui 
Sai On (pictured), 
will deliver the 
Policy Address 
for the Fiscal 
Year 2019 today 
at the Legislative 
Assembly. The 
session will start at 
3 p.m. and will be followed by a press conference 
at the Government Headquarters at 5 p.m., 
at which Chui will answer questions from the 
media. Tomorrow, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Chui 
will attend a plenary meeting of the Legislative 
Assembly to explain the policy program and to 
answer questions from lawmakers. The public 
can watch and listen to the Policy Address and 
subsequent press conference – and the following 
day’s question and answer session with Assembly 
members – via a live broadcast on the television 
channels and radio service of public broadcaster 
TDM. The Secretary for Administration and 
Justice, Sonia Chan, will be the first of the five 
secretaries to present their 2019 policy guidelines 
to the assembly (22-23 November). She will 
be followed by the Secretary for Economy and 
Finance (November 26-27), the Secretary for 
Security (November 29-30), the Secretary for 
Social Affairs and Culture: (December 3 -4) and 
the Secretary for Transport and Public Works 
(December 6-7).

IFT students hold 
‘Running Food’ event

The “Running Food” Food Orientating Charity 
event, organized by a group of Institute For 
Tourism Studies students who are currently 
studying in the Bachelor of Science in Tourism 
Event Management, was held on November 11 
with the aim of promoting the historical cuisines 
of Macau as well as enhancing the SAR’s image as 
a Creative City of Gastronomy. The event included 
a competition in which teams of four to six people 
competed to complete as many activities as 
possible during the day. The activities exposed the 
participants to the relationship between Macau 
and traditional Portuguese cuisine. The event 
raised MOP15,000 for beneficiary organization 
Macao Special Olympics, a non-profit initiative 
that helps people with intellectual disabilities 
realize their potential.

Quota for cars entering 
mainland through 
HKZMB may increase 

ART

Animal-themed exhibition 
opens at Albergue

SOme 50 works featu-
ring conventional pets 

and other small animals are 
on display at the Albergue 
SCM gallery until Decem-
ber 9. An opening ceremony 
for the exhibition was held 
last night in the patio area 
of Albergue SCM, counting 
the attendance of around 50 
people.

The animal-themed exhi-
bition is a collaboration 
between two local artists, 

Fanny Lai and Wong Sio 
Kuan. Titled “Pet Moments 
– Fanny Lai and Wong Sio 
Kuan Joint Exhibition”, the 
displayed works are mostly 
paintings and pen sketches 
of different breeds of cats 
and dogs, as well as other 
small animals like foxes, 
rabbits, squirrels and chip-
munks.

Fanny Lai started painting 
in 2014 and has since parti-
cipated in several local exhi-

bitions. Self-taught through 
books and the internet, Lai 
has taken a fancy to depic-
ting animals, portraits and 
scenery in her works, whi-
ch are generally colorful, 
cheerful and pleasing to the 
eye.

Wong Sio Kuan is an art 
lover who has been passio-
nate about painting since he 
was a child. Today he enjoys 
sketching, especially with a 
ball-point pen, presenting 
diversity in terms of skill 
and visual impact. Wong 
has participated in many 
collective exhibitions in Ma-
cau from 2012 to the pre-
sent day and has published 
catalogs listing his animal 
paintings and sketches.

THe Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 

(HKZMB) Authority will 
consider increasing the quo-
ta for Hong Kong and Ma-
cau cars that enter mainland 
China over the HKZMB. 

According to a report by 
Macao Daily News, the in-
formation was revealed by 
the deputy director of the 
authority, Yu Lie.

“If you [Hong Kong and 
Macau drivers] come to 
mainland China, we can set 
up an extra quota for you, 
but we will not increase the 
quota for mainland cars,” 
said Yu, explaining that 
in Macau and Hong Kong 
“road regulations, transpor-
tation regulations and laws, 
air quality and environment 
requirements […] might be 
different from mainland 
China [so it will be difficult 
for the SARs to absorb more 
mainland cars]. Once your 

cars enter mainland China, 
and since it is a big place 
it can absorb the vehicles 
really quickly.” 

The bridge opened offi-
cially on October 24. In Yu’s 
opinion, the bridge has been 
operating smoothly and has 
formed a one-hour life cycle 
among the three regions.

However, despite the ove-
rall good grade he gave to 
the HKZMB, Yu still expres-

sed concerns about the Ma-
cau port. 

Ever since the bridge was 
opened, in the vicinity of the 
Macau port, endless traffic 
pressure has been reported.

Yu, who also shares this 
opinion, noted that since 
the bridge’s opening, the-
re have, on average, been 
approximately 1,000 vehi-
cles using the Macau port, 
which is below the original 

design plan capacity for the 
Macau port. 

However, Yu believes that 
the utilization of the brid-
ge will continue to increase 
as the three regions keep 
enhancing the regional eco-
nomic development and ex-
change of human resources. 

In addition, Yu also looks 
forward to an increase in the 
quota of cars riding between 
Hong Kong and Macau. 
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Tap Seac Craft 
Market opens 
tomorrow
The Tap Seac Craft Market will 
be held on two consecutive 
weekends on November 16 to 
18 and November 23 to 25 at 
the square in central Macau. 
The craft market will feature 
an array of diverse activities 
and products across some 220 
booths of participants from 
Macau, Hong Kong, mainland 
China, Taiwan, South Korea 
and Malaysia.  The cultural 
and creative products include 
handmade accessories, leather 
products, drawings, home 
furnishings, creative potted 
plants and natural handmade 
products, amongst others. In 
addition, the craft market will 
offer 38 creative handicraft 
workshops to teach participants 
specific skills, and will host 40 
musical performances from local 
and foreign artists. The market 
is open on the abovementioned 
dates from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Fridays and from 3 p.m. to 10 
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

Five drug 
dealers arrested, 
2.2kg of heroin 
seized 
Four Malaysians and one 
Hong Kong resident have been 
arrested for cross-boundary 
drug trafficking, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) reported on Tuesday. 
PJ seized 2.2kg of heroin and 
3.1kg of methamphetamines 
as part of the arrest. The drugs 
are estimated to hold a street 
value of MOP10.9 million. The 
five drug dealers were spotted 
after another Malaysian drug 
dealer was arrested on Tuesday 
morning at the Macau airport. 
After the PJ found this first 
suspect at the airport, the 
police authority conducted an 
inspection of all flights arriving 
in Macau. On the second fight 
from Kuala Lumpur to Macau, 
the PJ found the aforementioned 
five suspects. 

Victory Garden’s 
children 
playground 
reopens  
The children’s playground at the 
Victory Garden will reopen to the 
public tomorrow. The children’s 
playground had sustained 
damage due to its many years 
of use. The Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau replaced the 
slides, swings, rocking horses 
and other facilities. In addition 
to the repairs, the bureau added 
climbing, balance equipment, 
and children’s educational 
facilities to enrich the variety of 
facilities, therefore meeting the 
needs of children of different 
ages. A stone wash basin was also 
added to the site. 

ExCo forwards temporary 
housing regime to AL

AL PLENARy 

Lawmakers to debate LRT project 
THe Legislative As-

sembly (AL) passed 
three debate motions 
on topics concerning 
the Light Rapid Transit 
(LRT) yesterday. The 
three debates were pro-
posed by Agnes Lam, 
Leong Sun Iok, and a 
joint proposal by Ng 
Kuok Cheong and Au 
Kam San. All the deba-
tes will be conducted in 
the same session of the 
AL, advised the Assem-
bly’s president, Ho Iat 
Seng.

Agnes Lam proposed 
to debate whether the 
government should sus-
pend or change the LRT 
project. Ng and Au’s 
joint proposal called on 

the government to pu-
blicize the detailed pro-
cedures behind all kinds 
of difficulties, mistakes 
and changes within the 
LRT project, as well as 

to clarify the LRT’s de-
velopment plan. 

Leong’s debate motion 
asked the Transporta-
tion Infrastructure Offi-
ce to disclose the overall 
plan and budget of the 
LRT before the office 
conducts the next phase 
of construction. 

Leong says that the 
LRT risks becoming the 
“biggest white elephant 
of the century.” During 
yesterday’s plenary ses-
sion, lawmaker Perei-
ra Coutinho supported 

Leong’s proposal. “The 
proposal was very well 
presented by lawmaker 
Leong Sun Iok. The 
project’s budget passed 
from MOP4.2 billion 
[in 2007] to MOP14.2 
billion [in 2012]. I was 
told that with MOP8 
billion you could go to 
the moon,” he ironized. 

Also yesterday, a pro-
posal by Pereira Couti-
nho to refuse the pro-
posed location of the 
hazardous materials de-
pots was rejected. 

Renato Marques

THe Executive Cou-
ncil (ExCo) has con-
cluded the discussion 
over the bill that aims 

to establish the legal regime 
of the temporary housing and 
trade housing units, a bill that 
will now sent immediately to 
the Legislative Assembly (AL).

The ExCO spokesperson, 
Leong Heng Teng, said yes-
terday at a press conference 
that the bill is instrumental to 
the establishment of urban re-
newal plans in several areas of 
the city. The proposal repor-
tedly follows studies under-
taken by the Urban Renewal 
Council and includes inputs 
from the public consultation.

There will be a series of res-
trictions to the applications. 
As Leong explained, “these 
restrictions aim to allow ac-
cess to a temporary house or a 
trade housing units for those 

that really need those housing 
units.”

From the bill, and as a first 
restriction, all the cases where 
the owners of the housing uni-
ts are commercial companies 
will be excluded, as the appli-
cation of the law is exclusively 
directed to individual people.

Additionally, the bill applies 
to those that require tempo-
rary housing while their unit 
building is being rebuilt (in 
the cases where the rebuild is 
possible in the same location). 
When this is not possible, to 
such property owners, pro-
perty owners will be compen-

sated and given the possibility 
of acquiring a house in a diffe-
rent location.

Restrictions were also en-
forced in what concerns the 
number of houses that can be 
acquired or rented under this 
law. In this sense, one person 
can only be allocated one unit 
for trade, regardless of the 
number of units that he or she 
possessed and which would 
be affected by urban renewal 
projects. The same applies if 
two house owners are mar-
ried.

One of the most anticipated 
outcomes regarding the bill 
was the pricing for both the 
rentals and the sales of the 
trade units, a fact that was far 
from being clarified.

As the spokesperson ex-
plained, “This is a matter to 
be decided by the Urban Re-
newal Council and that requi-
res a further and more com-
plex study as well as in what 
concerns the value of the 
compensation to [be awar-
ded],” he said, noting that the 
bill has now been sent to the 
AL. He also noted that such 
amounts would be proportio-
nate to “market prices for the 
units of the same kind and in 
the same area,” values that 
would be then set by a dispat-
ch of the Chief Executive.

Regarding the Pearl Hori-
zon buyers, as in the other 
cases, each unit owner (inde-
pendently of how many units 
it was promised they would 
acquire from the Pearl Ho-
rizon development) would 
be able to acquire only one 
unit from these government- 
built projects.

It is proposed by the ExCo 
that this law will enter into 
force on the day immediately 
following its publication in 
the Official Gazette.

Heritage buildings with updated 
information and detail
THe Executive Council (ExCo) has concluded 

discussion over the administrative regulation 
that promotes changes to the list of heritage clas-
sified buildings and protection areas.

As the government’s spokesperson Leong Heng 
Teng noted yesterday, the Council has concluded 
the analysis of the project, which aims to provide 
more detail as well as to clarify the information 
regarding the building and sites.

Leong noted, “the project for administrative re-
gulation did not add any new items, but the list [of 
the 128 classified buildings] was properly updated 
according to the established criteria and current 
situation.”

Most of the changes promoted had to do with 
the designation of the buildings and sites, both 
in their Chinese and Portuguese names. In this 
chapter, a total of 90 changes were performed to 
the Chinese names and 82 to the Portuguese de-

signations.
In addition to these, a total of 22 graphic repre-

sentations of the sites and buildings in the carto-
graphic records were updated. The vice president 
of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, Leong Wai Man, 
said that the changes have “the purpose of clari-
fying and avoiding confusion with other buildin-
gs and places with the same name. […] We also 
added more information, such as the former use 
of the building or the service which is being provi-
ded there at the moment.”

Examples of such changes could be seen, for ins-
tance on the “Saint Paul’s Ruins” that from now 
on will be classified as “Ruins of the Saint Paul’s 
College (old Church of Mater Dei, churchyard 
and staircase).”

It is proposed by the ExCo that the new list of 
names and information will enter into force from 
January 1, 2019.
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corporate bits
guest bartenders serve 800 cocktails 
in charity event

SJM Theodore Racing by Pre-
ma, amidst their heavy schedule 
preparing for the Macau Grand 
Prix, visited the Kam Pek Com-
munity Centre in Macau on Tues-
day to spend time with the local 
community, according to a state-
ment from SJM.

SJM Theodore Racing by Pre-

Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
hosted a charity event, Cock-
tails for a Cause, on Novem-
ber 9, with the aim of raising 
funds in a fun and engaging 
fashion. Local socialites 
and personalities gathered 
at Splash of Four Seasons 
to raise funds via a friendly 

sjm theodore racing by prema joins sjm in 
visit to local community

Macau Special Olympics at the 
“Hi! My Racing Heroes!” charity 
event. 

Organized by the SJM Volun-
teer Team, the event aims to 
inspire the children, as well as to 
bring laughter to the members by 
playing games together. The par-
ticipants also received autogra-
phed postcards from the drivers. 

“We are delighted to spend a 
wonderful time with the members 
of the Association of the Hearing 
Impaired and of Macau Special 
Olympics. Our appreciation also 
goes to SJM and their volunteer 
team for the invitation, which 
enables us to have the oppor-
tunity to give something back to 
the local community while racing 
in Macau, making our trip in Ma-
cau a very meaningful one,” said 
Teddy Yip, according to the sta-
tement.

Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of TDM, won the 
title of Champion Bartender 
of Cocktails for a Cause. 

The seven guest bartenders 
raised over MOP100,000 
combined, and the funds will 
be donated to Four Season’s 
annual Run of Hope charity 
run program. 

The charity run event has 
a “Superhero” theme this 
year in celebration of its ten-
th year benchmark, and to 
applaud the everyday heroes 
in the on-going fight against 
cancer, including cancer pa-
tients and their families, and 
medical professionals. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
dress up as their favorite su-
perheroes and will have the 
chance to win best costume 
prizes.

ma CEO Teddy Yip Jr, racing 
drivers Guanyu Zhou, Ralf Aron, 
Marcus Armstrong and Robert 
Shwartzman visited the Kam 
Pek Community Centre in the 
Inner Harbor area, and spent 
quality time with over 100 mem-
bers of the Macau Association 
of the Hearing Impaired and of 

competition of creative co-
cktails among seven guest 
bartenders.

More than 800 cocktails 
were served on the cele-
brated evening. After three 
hours of friendly competition 
and rallying for their creati-
ve cocktails, Manuel Pires, 

BuSineSSman and 
Cleveland Cavaliers ow-

ner Dan Gilbert has reached 
a USD1 billion agreement to 
sell the Greektown Casino- 
Hotel in downtown Detroit, 
one of the city’s three casinos, 
companies involved in the 
deal announced yesterday.

Gilbert’s Detroit-based 
JACK Entertainment said it 
planned to sell the casino to 
Pennsylvania-based Penn 
National Gaming and New 
York-based VICI Properties. 
The deal requires state and 
federal regulatory approval. 
JACK Entertainment said it’s 
also “continuing a strategic 
assessment for its remaining 
gaming properties” in other 
states.

Gilbert bought Greektown 
Casino-Hotel more than five 
years ago. Under the sale 
agreement, Penn National 
will acquire the operating as-
sets of Greektown for about 
$300 million and VICI Pro-
perties will acquire the land 
and real estate assets for 
about $700 million.

In a statement, Gilbert and 
his companies said they plan 

Siraphob Thanthong-Knight

THe latest Michelin guide for 
Thailand expanded the list of 

starred restaurants in Bangkok 
and recognized one in Phuket 
for the first time, but none won 
the top accolade of three stars.

Sühring, which serves modern 
German food in the capital, mo-
ved up from one to two stars, 
joining Indian restaurant Gag-
gan, French eatery Le Norman-
die and European restaurant 
Mezzaluna in the latter category. 
Some 23 restaurants achieved 
or retained one star, including 
PRU in Phuket and Bangkok 
street food vendor Jay Fai.

A debut Michelin guide to 
Thailand’s best restaurants was 
rolled out last year for Bangkok, 
long a food-lover’s paradise for 
everything from street stalls to 
fine dining. The latest version 
goes beyond the capital to assess 
eateries in the southern tourism 

to use some proceeds from 
the sale for investment in De-
troit real estate and business 
development. Gilbert already 
has a major real estate pre-
sence in Detroit and has been 
a key player in the revitaliza-
tion of the city’s downtown.

The sale, he said, “will allow 
that strong trajectory to con-
tinue and provide additional 
capital to continue our stra-
tegic investments in our De-
troit real estate and business 
initiatives.”

The sale is expected to be 
finalized in 2019. During the 
sale process, plans call for the 
casino and hotel to remain 
open. JACK Entertainment 
said Greektown employees 
are expected to get compen-
sation and benefit packages 
at least at current levels.

Penn National owns, ope-
rates or has ownership inte-
rests in dozens of gambling 
and racing facilities around 
the country. JACK Entertain-
ment also owns and operates 
such properties in Cleveland, 
Cincinnati and Baltimore 
as well as racing facilities in 
Ohio and Kentucky. AP

hot spots of Phuket and Phang 
Nga, part of the country’s efforts 
to keep attracting visitors.

The goal is to cover the whole 
nation by 2021 under a five-year 
agreement with Michelin, the 
Tourism Authority of Thailand 
said in July. While tourism grow-
th has waned recently after a 
slide in Chinese holidaymakers, 
the industry still makes up about 
a fifth of the economy.

“We have to get away from 
mass tourism and promote 
what’s unique about us and 
that’s food - it’s art, “ Tanes Pe-
tsuwan, deputy governor for 
international marketing at the 
tourism authority, said yester-
day at a briefing in Bangkok 
about the latest guide.

Indian restaurant Gaggan, 
which was set up by Kolkata- 
born chef Gaggan Anand, has 
also been voted Asia’s best res-
taurant for the past four years.

French tiremaker and pub-

lisher Michelin introduced the 
guide in Thailand as part of a 
broader effort to boost the com-
pany’s appeal in Asia, judging 
that the popular restaurant re-
views will help position its brand 
as high quality.

Cities in Asia such as Tokyo, 
Hong Kong, Macau, Seoul, 
Shanghai and Singapore also get 
the Michelin treatment.

The company’s reviewers 
anonymously award stars ba-
sed on criteria such as quality of 
ingredients, flavor, cooking te-
chniques and the personality of 
the chef in the cuisine he or she 
creates.

Three stars are given to res-
taurants where the food is ex-
ceptional and “worth a special 
journey,” two stars are given 
to those “worth a detour,” whi-
le one star is awarded to esta-
blishments considered to be 
good restaurants in their cate-
gory. Bloomberg

Three stars elude 
Thailand’s best chefs 
in latest Michelin Guide

GAMING | US

Cleveland Cavaliers 
owner selling 
Detroit casino in 
USD1b deal

Quicken Loans founder Dan Gilbert
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Venezuelan beauty queens to 
dominate Miss World in China
Manuel Rueda & Eva Vergara

WHen the Miss Universe 
beauty pageant takes pla-

ce in a few weeks, Chile will be 
represented by a slender bru-
nette who has a killer smile and 
speaks Spanish with an unmis-
takable Venezuelan accent.

Andrea Diaz was born and 
raised in Valencia, Venezuela, 
where from the age of 12 she 
learned to sway her hips and gli-
de gracefully down catwalks at a 
local modeling academy. At 19, 
she won a pageant organized by 
her hometown’s baseball team 
and became a goodwill ambas-
sador for the squad.

But Diaz’s career changed 
course in her twenties as she 
moved to Panama and then 
Mexico for modeling jobs, whi-
ch are now scarce in crisis-wra-
cked Venezuela. Three years 
ago she settled down in Chile, 
where most of her family has 
also relocated.

“I represent the new Chile,” 
the 26-year-old said as she was 
training at a local gym in San-
tiago for the upcoming competi-
tion. “This is an inclusive coun-
try where immigrants come in 
search of opportunities.”

As thousands of people leave 
Venezuela each day to escape 
food shortages and an inflation 
rate that is expected to surpass 1 
million percent, dozens of wou-
ld-be beauty queens are also 
taking flight and finding work as 

models and media personalities 
overseas.

Some are even representing 
their adopted homelands in in-
ternational beauty pageants.

Next month, Portugal will be 
represented at the Miss Wor-
ld competition in China by a 
former Miss Venezuela partici-
pant. And the recently conclu-
ded Miss Earth Contest, held 
in the Philippines, featured two 
Venezuelan models who compe-
ted on behalf of Peru and Spain.

“My dream of being a beauty 
queen was not going to stop just 
because I arrived in a new coun-
try,” said Jessica Russo, who 
represented Peru in Miss Earth, 
just a year after moving to that 
country.

She failed to make it into the 
finals but said she will now train 
for more pageants, where she 
hopes to win a crown for Peru, 
the country where her mother 
was born.

“I’m still young,” said the 
22-year-old. “And I want to be 
a global spokeswoman for good 
causes.”

Beauty pageants are followed 
almost as closely as baseball in 
Venezuela, which has long been 
obsessed with glamour and 
good looks. The South Ameri-
can country is a world leader in 
international pageants, with se-
ven Miss Universe crowns and 
six Miss World titles.

While critics have described 
the pageants as misogynous 

and antiquated, they are de-
fended by many Venezuelans 
who say the events have helped 
hundreds of women from all 
social classes launch careers as 
models, actresses, TV hosts and 
news presenters. One former 
Miss Venezuela winner even 
served as a mayor of a district 
in Caracas and ran — unsucces-
sfully — for the country’s presi-
dency.

But as Venezuela’s economy 
plunges, the country’s many 
pageants no longer offer a di-
rect path to employment. Live 
fashion shows have ground to 
a halt, TV productions have 
slowed down and companies 
such as fashion brands increa-
singly refrain from spending 
money on advertisements.

Giselle Reyes runs four mode-
ling schools for young women in 
Venezuela that she touts as the 
“university of beauty.” She esti-
mates around 70 percent of her 
graduates have left the country 
over the past decade to seek mo-
deling jobs in Mexico, Colom-
bia, the United States and other 
countries.

“I even have a tough time 
finding modeling instructors 
now,” Reyes said at a studio in 
Caracas that is lined with pho-
tos of celebrity Venezuelan pa-
geant winners. “People always 
tell me they will work for me for 
a few months while they find a 
way to leave the country.”

Even Venezuela’s most compe-

titive beauty pageant no longer 
seems to guarantee its gradua-
tes a job in their own country.

The nationally televised Miss 
Venezuela contest chooses 24 
participants each year and puts 
them through a grueling six-
month academy that includes 
daily gym routines, modeling 
lessons and pep talks from ins-
tructors who sometimes coax 
their pupils into having plastic 
surgery.

But at least 17 members of the 
Miss Venezuela class of 2015 
appear to be working abroad in 
Mexico, Colombia, Turkey and 
even as far away as India, ac-
cording to a web search of their 
social media profiles. The num-
ber of 2014 contestants working 
overseas is similar.

“In the ‘90s, participating in 
Miss Venezuela virtually gua-

ranteed you work in modeling 
or in TV,” said Rafael Brice-
no, a Caracas-based radio host 
who has given public speaking 
classes to dozens of Miss Ve-
nezuela participants. “Now the 
local market for models is very 
small.”

Many of the Venezuelan beau-
ty queens who have gone abroad 
credit their rigid preparation in 
Venezuela with helping them to 
succeed. But they also are relie-
ved to be free of the demanding, 
cookie-cutter beauty standards 
imposed by pageant organizers 
at home.

Diaz said that while she was 
still living in Venezuela, she 
went to a skin cleansing ses-
sion that went wrong and left 
small scars and reddish blot-
ches on both her cheeks. Mode-
ling agencies in Venezuela then 
started to reject her.

In Chile, Diaz was able to win 
the national beauty contest des-
pite the rashes, which can be 
easily hidden with makeup. She 
was able to participate because 
her father is Chilean.

“Chile accepted me as I am and 
helped me to regain the confi-
dence I had lost,” Diaz said.

Now, as she readies for the 
Miss Universe pageant next 
month in Thailand, the model 
hopes that the jury doesn’t just 
focus on her physical attributes 
but sees her as a cosmopolitan 
woman who has moved arou-
nd the world in pursuit of her 
goals. She says that she dreams 
of becoming a motivational 
speaker working with youth on 
self-esteem issues.

“A beautiful woman is not just 
a woman with perfect skin,” 
Diaz said, “but someone with a 
heart, with ideas and a sense of 
purpose.” AP

 Next month, 
Portugal will be 
represented at 
the Miss world 
competition 
in China by a 
former Miss 
Venezuela 
participant

Venezuelan-born Carolina Jane, representing Spain in the Miss Earth 2018 Venezuelan-born Andrea Diaz, Miss Chile
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Abe, Pence to visit Australia 
amid China concerns

Missing elite Chinese university alumni spark outcry
StudentS and alum-

ni of several Chinese 
universities are sounding 
the alarm over the appa-
rent detention of more 
than a dozen young la-
bor activists who have 
been missing since the 
weekend.

Three recent graduates 
of the elite Peking Uni-
versity have been taken 
away by authorities, the 
Jasic Workers Support 
Group said in a statement 
late Tuesday. According 
to the group, eyewitnes-
ses saw one person being 
“kidnapped” from the Bei-
jing campus, while others 
in Shenzhen, Guangzhou 
and Shanghai also disa-
ppeared last Friday.

They were involved in 
a coalition, led by young 
Marxist activists, that was 

founded this summer to 
show solidarity with fac-
tory workers at Jasic Te-
chnology, a welding equi-
pment manufacturer in 
southern China.

Activists in China are 
routinely “disappeared” 
by authorities working 
for the ruling Communist 

Party, which is wary of 
collective action and po-
tential threats to its autho-
rity. The young Marxists, 
however, are an unusual 
target because they es-
pouse the same values — 
socialism, workers’ rights 
and Marxist ideology — 
for which the party has 

itself advocated.
The sudden disappea-

rances all occurred at 
around 9 p.m. on Friday, 
the Jasic Workers Support 
Group said. Three others 
in Wuhan, including one 
factory worker, were taken 
away by police on Sunday, 
though one was released 
early the next day.

Peking University stu-
dents and alumni have 
expressed alarm after stu-
dents published accounts 
online saying that they 
were beaten on campus by 
unidentified men who for-
ced a recent graduate na-
med Zhang Shengye into a 
car on Friday evening.

One fourth-year history 
student, writing on the 
Jasic Workers Support 
Group’s website, said he 
was thrown to the ground 

outside of a lecture hall by 
five people dressed in bla-
ck.

When he asked them 
who they were, he re-
called, one swore at him 
and yelled, “If you keep 
yelling, we’ll keep hitting 
you!” Shortly afterward, a 
tall, burly man started ki-
cking his head.

The student said he then 
saw that someone was 
being dragged into a car 
that swiftly drove away.

The student who wro-
te this account could not 
be reached yesterday. 
Members of the Jasic 
Workers Support Group, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said they be-
lieve he has been forced to 
leave campus for the time 
being.

Yesterday evening, so-

meone who identified 
himself as a third-year 
Peking University me-
dical student said in an 
online post that he had a 
similar encounter on that 
same night, when people 
in dark clothing rushed at 
him and held him to the 
ground until he bled.

In a statement posted on 
an internal Peking Univer-
sity forum, the school’s se-
curity department said the 
“situation” on Friday was 
that of a “police depart-
ment lawfully taking into 
custody a criminal suspect 
[...] who is not a current 
student, teacher or em-
ployee of the school.”

A member of the securi-
ty department confirmed 
over the phone that the 
statement came from the 
university. AP

Trevor Marshallsea, Sydney

RegiOnal security 
and the strengthening 
of ties with Japan and 
the U.S. will be high on 

the agenda for Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison when 
he meets leaders from both 
countries amid continuing con-
cerns about the growing influen-
ce of China in the Asia-Pacific.

Morrison will meet Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe tomorrow, 
when Abe makes a flying visit to 
Darwin between a summit of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations in Singapore and the 
weekend’s meeting of leaders of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Coo-
peration in Papua New Guinea. 
Abe will become the first Japa-
nese leader to visit Darwin sin-
ce the bombing of the northern 
Australian city by Japanese for-
ces in World War II.

Morrison will then hold mee-
tings with U.S. Vice President 
Mike Pence during the APEC 
meeting in Port Moresby. Pence 
will use the northern Australian 
city of Cairns as his base for tho-
se meetings amid concerns over 
security in Papua New Guinea. 
It’s expected several other APEC 
leaders will also stay in Cairns.

Trade and investment will be a 
major focus of Morrison’s mee-
tings with Abe, who will use his 
Darwin trip to also visit Japan’s 
biggest ever foreign investment, 
the USD40 billion Ichthys gas 
project in which Japanese firm 
Inpex is the majority sharehol-
der and operator. The project, 
which pipes offshore gas from 
the northwest Australian coast 

to Darwin, began its first ship-
ments of liquefied natural gas to 
Japan last month.

Morrison said he and Abe 
would also acknowledge those 
who served in World War II, in a 
pointed gesture in the northern 
port city that was bombed by Ja-
panese forces in 1942, with the 
loss of 250 lives.

“Prime Minister Abe’s visit 
is deeply symbolic and signifi-
cant and it will build on our two 
countries’ strong and enduring 
friendship as well as our econo-
mic, security, community and 
historical ties,” Morrison said in 
a statement.

The meeting comes at a time 
when a key topic for Australia, 
its second-largest trading part-

ner Japan and other Asian and 
South Pacific neighbors is how 
to respond to the growing in-
fluence of China, Australia’s bi-
ggest trading partner.

Australia and Japan are ex-
pected to reach agreement in 
Darwin to facilitate larger and 
more regular joint military exer-
cises, part of a strengthening of 
defense and economic ties amid 
growing uncertainty about Ame-
rican involvement in Asia under 
the Trump administration.

Negotiations began in 2014 for 
the Reciprocal Access Agree-
ment, which would make it ea-
sier for Japanese and Australian 
forces to visit either country 
with equipment for military 
exercises.

An official from Japan’s Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs told 
the Australian Financial Re-
view newspaper this week that 
the two countries were “at the 
final stage in discussions” on 
the agreement, set to become 
the first pact on visiting forces 
Tokyo has signed outside of its 
arrangement with the U.S.

Japan is also expected to wel-
come Australia’s new foreign po-
licy shift toward the southwest 
Pacific announced last week. 
Canberra will set up a 2 billion 
Australian dollar ($1.4 billion) 
fund to support infrastructure 
projects in the region, which fits 
with Japan’s call for alternative 
sources of investment to China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Morrison will also meet Pence 
in Port Moresby, where the vice 
president is expected to deli-
ver a speech at the APEC CEO 
Summit on Saturday morning 
continuing Washington’s push 
against China’s growing in-
fluence. Pence is due to talk just 
minutes after an address to the 
forum by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping. Morrison will also ad-
dress the gathering

As the U.S. trade war with Chi-
na continues, Pence is expected 
to maintain a hard line against 
Beijing, following a speech he 
delivered last month accusing 
China of stealing U.S. intellec-
tual property, meddling in Ame-
rican elections and suppressing 
human rights.

Pence is also expected to in-
crease pressure on China over 
its militarization of the disputed 
South China Sea, the need to 
maintain pressure on North Ko-
rea to denuclearize and on the 
fight against terrorism.

Pence’s press secretary Alyssa 
Farah said he would “deliver the 
message that authoritarianism, 
aggression, and the disregard 
for other nations’ sovereignty by 
any nation in the Indo-Pacific 
will not be tolerated by the Uni-
ted States.”

The vice president is also ex-
pected to set out Washington’s 
rival vision for the Indo-Pacific, 
promoting private investment 
over state-controlled funding to 
build regional infrastructure, in 
reaction to Chinese involvement 
in the South Pacific in recent 
years.

In an opinion piece for the 
Washington Post last weekend, 
Pence wrote: “The United Sta-
tes will work with like-minded 
nations — from India to the Pa-
cific islands — to advance our 
shared interests. Together, we 
will stand up to anyone who 
threatens our interests and our 
values. The United States seeks 
collaboration, not control.” AP

Members of the Jasic Workers Support Group pose for a group 
photo after a campaign promoting worker’s rights in Dezhou city in 
Guangdong 
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NoRTH KoREA

In factory after factory, 
Kim tries to grow economy

North Korean delegation visits 
South to attend history forum
A five-member North 

Korean delegation 
came to South Korea yes-
terday to attend an acade-
mic forum on Japan’s war-
time actions, as the rivals 
continue reconciliation 
efforts despite stalemated 
U.S.-led nuclear diploma-
cy.

The North Koreans are 
among 300 people from 
nine countries who are 
taking part in Friday’s 
forum near Seoul. The 
meeting with discuss Ja-
pan’s forced mobilization 
of laborers in the region 
during World War II and 
how to boost exchanges 

now among Asia-Pacific 
countries.

The North Koreans are 
led by Ri Jong Hyok, vice 
chairman of the Korea 
Asia-Pacific Peace Com-
mittee. Participants from 
other countries including 
South Korea, Japan and 
China, are mostly civilian 

scholars and former offi-
cials. Ex-Japanese Prime 
Minister Yukio Hatoyama, 
who has been apologetic 
about Japan’s past wrong-
doing, will represent the 
Japanese side, according 
to organizers.

The forum is organized 
by Gyeonggi province, 

which surrounds Seoul, 
and a South Korean civic 
organization. The South 
Korean government has 
said it has no plans to meet 
with the North Koreans 
during their four-day visit.

Anti-Japanese sentiment 
runs deep in both Koreas 
because the Korean Pe-
ninsula was colonized by 
Japan for 35 years befo-
re its division at the end 
of World War II in 1945. 
However, the Koreas have 
rarely taken joint steps to 
tackle history and other 

issues stemming from the 
colonization because of 
their decades-long split.

Relations between the 
Koreas have improved this 
year, with the North en-
tering disarmament talks 
with a vague promise to 
achieve complete denu-
clearization of the Korean 
Peninsula. U.S.-North 
Korea talks have reported 
little recent progress as 
skepticism has grown over 
whether the North is truly 
committed to disarma-
ment. AP

Eric Talmadge, Wonsan

FOr North Korean factory 
managers, a visit by leader 

Kim Jong Un is the highest of ho-
nors and quite possibly the most 
stressful event imaginable.

The chief engineer at the Song-
dowon General Foodstuffs Fac-
tory had looked forward to the 
visit for nearly a decade. His fac-
tory churns out tons of cookies, 
crackers, candies and bakery 
goods, plus dozens of varieties 
of soft drinks sold around the 
country. In its showroom, Kwon 
Yong Chol proudly showed off 
one of his best-sellers, a nutrient 
soup made with spirulina, a blue-
green microalgae “superfood.”

“Ever since construction be-
gan everyone here had wanted 
the leader to visit, and this year 
he did. His visit was the biggest 
thing that could happen to us,” 
Kwon, smiling broadly, said of 
Kim Jong Un’s visit in July. “He 
ate our instant noodles. He said 
they were delicious.”

Not all managers have been so 
fortunate.

There’s a lot on the line for Nor-
th Korea these days. And Kim 
means business.

inSPectiOn tOurS
Though the international 

spotlight has been on his denu-
clearization talks with Washing-
ton, the North Korean leader has 
a lot riding domestically on his 
promises to boost the country’s 
economy and standard of living. 
His announcement in April that 
North Korea had sufficiently de-
veloped its nuclear weapons and 
would now focus on building its 
economy marked a sharp turn in 
official policy, setting the stage 
for his rapid-fire meetings with 
the leaders of China, South Ko-
rea and the United States.

It also set in motion an ambi-
tious campaign of “on-the-spot 
guidance” trips to rally party of-
ficials, factory managers and mi-
litary troops.

After the announcement of the 
“new strategic line” and his first 
round of summits, including his 
meeting in June with President 
Donald Trump, Kim embarked 
on nearly 20 inspection tours 
around the country in July and 
another 10 in August, all but 
one of them to non-military lo-
cations. The military inspection 
rounds are instead being hand-

led by the country’s premier, Pak 
Pong Ju, who has gone on 18 ins-
pection tours from July, mostly 
to military facilities.

On-the-spot guidance tours are 
a tradition Kim inherited from 
his father and grandfather, the 
late “eternal General-Secretary” 
Kim Jong Il and “eternal Presi-
dent” Kim Il Sung.

They date to the late 1940s, 
when Kim Il Sung began gra-
dually institutionalizing the visi-
ts to demonstrate his hands-on 
leadership and, as invariably 
portrayed by the North’s media, 
his deep care and concern for the 
well-being of the people.

Factories, farms and important 
industrial facilities are the usual 
destinations. But Kim Jong Un’s 
focus on them this year marks a 
break from excursions in 2017 
to nuclear weapons facilities and 
missile sites.

Reflecting the gravity of his cur-
rent mission, Kim has shown litt-
le patience for cadres who come 
up short.

On his July tour in the northern 
part of the country he lambasted 

officials at a factory that produces 
backpacks for students, saying 
their attitude was “very wrong” 
and “has no revolutionary spirit.” 
He then dressed down officials 
at a power plant that has been 
under construction for 17 years, 
criticized people in charge of a 
hotel project for taking too long 
to finish plastering its walls and 
slammed the authorities respon-
sible for building a recreational 
campsite.

“Looking round the bathroom 
of the camp, he pointed out its 
very bad condition, saying bath-
tubs for hot spring therapy are 
dirty, gloomy and unsanitary for 
their poor management,” said an 
official report of the visit.

tHe reSPected marSHal
Most inspection tours, howe-

ver, go like Kim’s two-hour visit 
to the Songdowon processed 
foods factory.

With a gaggle of cameramen in 
tow — the tours are always top 
news in North Korea’s media — 
the site’s senior manager gene-
rally serves as the guide. Mem-

bers of Kim’s entourage franti-
cally take notes as he suggests 
tweaks of this or that and offers 
praise or encouragement.

Many factories put up red and 
gold plaques to commemorate 
the event. Some have special wall 
displays made afterward that 
show the exact path the leader 
took in little LED lights that can 
be turned on at the press of a bu-
tton.

At Kwon’s factory, which has 
300 employees and is located on 
the outskirts of the eastern coas-
tal city of Wonsan, Kim advised 
managers to improve operations 
on an “automated, unmanned 
and germ-free basis, holding 
aloft the banner of self-reliance.”

Before the obligatory group 
photo session, the North’s offi-
cial news agency reported, Kim 
voiced “his expectation and con-
viction” the factory would pro-
duce more quality foods “and 
thus more fully demonstrate the 
honor of being a factory loved by 
the people.”

But Kim also had a broader 
point to make.

He told the factory manage-
ment that they must be prepa-
red to work in a more competi-
tive environment, to modernize 
and cut the fat. These are special 
times and they, and basically all 
managers throughout the coun-
try, need to step up their game.

“The Respected Marshal Kim 
Jong Un pays much more atten-
tion to the quality of a product,” 
Kwon said. “When he came to 
this factory he gave instructions 
to maintain a high level of hy-
giene because food is closely 
associated with the health of the 
people, and to keep the highest 
level of quality of products that 
people like. He said we must 
produce products that are world 
class, and produce a lot of foods 
that people like.”

Kwon said the pressure isn’t 
just coming from above.

“The people demand more 
quality,” he said. “When people 
look at the product, they must 
feel like they want to have it. So 
we are designing things in line 
with that. We have to satisfy the 
demands of the people.” AP

A worker monitors the production of bottled beverage at Songdowon General Foodstuffs Factory in Wonsan
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Southeast Asian-centered trade 
deal set for further delays
LeaderS of Southeast 

Asian nations have 
pushed back yet again 
an agreement on a pan- 

Asian free trade deal amid a whir-
lwind of diplomacy yesterday at 
their annual summit.

In convening talks among the 
leaders of countries participating 
in the plan, Singapore Prime Mi-
nister Lee Hsien Loong said a fi-
nal agreement on the deal, which 
is expected to encompass nearly 
half the world’s population and 
40 percent of world trade, will be 
pushed back until 2019.

Lee’s comments confirmed 
earlier expectations that the 16 
countries in the plan, called the 
Regional Comprehensive Econo-
mic Partnership, or RCEP, would 
not meet their goal of finalizing 
the accord this year.

The trade talks followed scores 
of bilateral meetings among the 
leaders and talks on other issues 
such as regional security, how to 
keep peace in the South China 
Sea and the crisis over hundreds 
of thousands of ethnic Rohingya 
Muslims who have fled to Ban-
gladesh from Myanmar to escape 
violence.

During the meetings in Singa-
pore, Lee has championed the 
region’s commitment to free tra-
de and a multilateral approach to 
sorting out the issue — in contrast 
with President Donald Trump’s 
“American First” preference for 
bilateral trade deals and distrust 
of international institutions.

“We are meeting at a critical 
time. Protectionism and anti-glo-
balization sentiments are on the 
rise. This can have a devastating 
impact on the regional as well as 

the global economy, and busi-
ness confidence in Asia is already 
being affected,” Lee said.

“It’s important that we redouble 
our economic integration effor-
ts and maintain a free, open and 
rules-based multilateral trading 
system which has underpinned 
our growth and prosperity,” he 
said.

Trump withdrew from a Pacific 
Rim trade initiative, the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, just after 
taking office last year. That trade 

pact is due to take effect on Dec. 
30. The U.S. is not part of the 
RCEP initiative, which includes 
China, India, Australia and most 
other Asian economies.

Lee said participating coun-
tries had finished five of seven 
chapters in their agreement and 
shown “strong political will” in fi-
nishing it. He warned that further 
delays in reaching an agreement 
would damage the RCEP’s credi-
bility.

“We are now at the final stage 

of negotiations. With a strong 
momentum generated this year, 
I am pleased to note that the 
RCEP negotiations are poised for 
conclusion in 2019,” he said.

The 10 Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations members include 
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam. Earlier earlier, the 
ASEAN leaders met with their 
counterparts from Australia, 
China, South Korea, Russia and 
Japan.

Managing conflict in the South 
China Sea is a perennial concern; 
China is pitted against its smaller 
neighbors in multiple disputes 
in the sea over coral reefs and la-
goons in waters crucial for global 
commerce and rich in fish and 
potential oil and gas reserves.

While in Singapore, Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang has sought to 
reassure China’s neighbors.

“We have found the way to pro-
perly manage and defuse diffe-
rences, for example, on the issue 
of the South China Sea in the 
past years,” Li said, adding that 
the situation was moving toward 
“greater stability” with progress 
toward a single draft text on a 
code of conduct in the sea. He 
reiterated Beijing’s hope to have 
a final agreement within three 
years.

Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte said such a code was nee-
ded “at all cost” to prevent dange-
rous miscalculations. AP
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Children from the Hungarian community attend class at the Velyka Dobron High School in Velyka Dobron

UKRAINE

Hungarian minority threatened 
by new education law

Pablo Gorondi, Chop

THe Hungarian minority in 
western Ukraine is feeling 

besieged.
A new education law that could 

practically eliminate the use of 
Hungarian and other minority 
languages in schools after the 
4th grade is just one of several 
issues threatening this commu-
nity of 120,000 people in Trans-
carpathia, a Ukrainian region 
that in the past century has been 
part of Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and the Soviet Union.

In February, the headquarters 
of the minority’s biggest poli-
tical organization, the Trans-
carpathian Hungarian Cultural 
Association, or KMKSZ, was fi-
rebombed. More recently, mys-
terious billboards have appea-
red in the region accusing its 
politicians of separatism. And 
a dispute has erupted over the 
legality of the community acqui-
ring dual Hungarian citizenship.

The incidents have left many 
worried that even as Ukrai-
ne strives to bring its laws and 
practices closer to European 
Union standards, its policies for 
minorities seem to be heading in 
a far more restrictive direction.

“There is a sort of purposeful 
policy, which besides narrowing 
the rights of all minorities, tries 
to portray the Hungarian mi-
nority as the enemy in Ukrai-

nian public opinion,” said Las-
zlo Brenzovics, the only ethnic 
Hungarian in the Ukrainian 
parliament. He called the sepa-
ratism charges “extraordinarily 
absurd” and a means to distract 
from Ukraine’s domestic pro-
blems.

Brenzovics’ party, the KMKSZ, 
has launched its own campaign 
with bilingual billboards rea-
ding “Let’s not allow peace to be 
destroyed in Transcarpathia!”

“This is a peace campaign to 
calm the mood,” said Livia Ba-
logh, a party official in Chop, a 
once-booming railroad city of 
9,000 people on the border with 
Hungary. “Hungarians here are 
mostly surprised and tense but 
also angry that the minority 
card is being played.”

With a presidential election ex-
pected in March, Ukraine is also 
facing an ongoing armed con-
flict on its eastern borders with 
Russian-backed separatists. 
Officials say the new language 
rules in education, to be imple-
mented over several years, serve 
a unifying purpose.

“Education is the fundament 
to social cohesion, which is also 
the fundament of security in the 
country,” said Anna Novosad, a 
senior official at Ukraine’s Mi-
nistry of Education and Science. 
She attributed Russia’s annexa-
tion of the Crimean peninsula in 
2014 partly to the disintegration 

and linguistic isolation of the 
local, mainly Russian-speaking 
population from the rest of 
Ukraine.

“This is something that we 
would like not to repeat in the 
western part of our country,” 
Novosad said.

Vasyl Filipchuk, a Ukrainian 
diplomat and chair of the board 
of the International Center For 
Policy Studies in the capital 
Kiev, said the anti-Hungarian 
campaign was being used to dis-
tract voters.

“It’s artificial, manipulative 
technology” to overshadow the 
real problems of the people — 
corruption, lack of jobs and lack 
of economic prospects, Filip-
chuk said, adding that the use of 
patriotic, nationalistic rhetoric 
is “very dangerous.”

Some of the issues have trig-
gered a diplomatic dispute be-
tween Ukraine and Hungary, 
with Hungary blocking Ukrai-
ne’s talks on integration with 
the European Union and NATO 
until the language stipulations 
in the education law are revised. 
In early October, Ukraine expe-
lled a Hungarian consul after a 
secret video surfaced of Ukrai-
nian Hungarians taking the oath 
of Hungarian citizenship. In 
response, Hungary expelled a 
Ukrainian consul.

Almost all members of Ukrai-
ne’s Hungarian minority live in 

Transcarpathia — called Zakar-
pattia Oblast in Ukrainian and 
Karpatalja in Hungarian. The 
last census, from 2001, counted 
151,000 Hungarians, but unof-
ficial estimates now see around 
120,000.

Scores have emigrated to 
Hungary and western Europe, 
driven in part by Ukraine’s eco-
nomic crisis and facilitated by 
the possibility of acquiring dual 
Hungarian citizenship, which 
comes with a European Union 
passport.

It’s a community that is still 
strongly tied to Hungary — 
everyone seems to set their wa-
tches to Hungary’s time zone, an 
hour behind Ukraine’s.

Jozsef Kantor, principal of a 
high school with some 700 stu-
dents in Velyka Dobron, a villa-

ge near Chop with a majority 
Hungarian population, ack-
nowledged that a more modern 
education law was needed. Still, 
he lamented the “much harsher 
and unfavorable education law” 
now proposed.

At Kantor’s school, which is 
undergoing renovations paid 
mostly by subsidies from the 
Hungarian government, Ukrai-
nian language and literature are 
the only classes not taught in 
Hungarian. National authorities 
seem open to developing Ukrai-
nian language textbooks which 
would take into account the fact 
that many Hungarian children 
enter school without speaking 
much, if any, Ukrainian.

Many of the school’s graduates 
are taking advantage of having 
an EU passport to get their hi-
gher education in Hungary or 
elsewhere abroad.

“What affects us negatively is 
that many of them don’t come 
back,” Kantor said. “Ultima-
tely, if this continues for 20 or 
30 years, there’s a risk that the 
intellectual class among Hun-
garians in Transcarpathia will 
shrink significantly.”

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban, who has made 
a name for himself in Europe 
through his unrelenting an-
ti-immigration and nationalist 
policies, has made supporting 
the estimated 2.2 million Hun-
garians living in neighboring 
countries — lands that Hun-
gary lost after World War I and 
the disintegration of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire — a key 
objective.

Subsidies totaling some 
USD60.1 million have been gi-
ven to institutions, businesses 
and families abroad since 2017, 
and Brenzovics, the lawmaker, 
said the payments have helped 
establish 3,000 new businesses.

Officials have simplified steps 
for Hungarians abroad to acqui-
re dual Hungarian citizenship. 
An initial goal of adding 1 
million dual citizens — on top of 
Hungary’s population of some 
10 million — was achieved near-
ly a year ago.

Orban’s efforts have created a 
political windfall. In April’s elec-
tions, over 95 percent of voters 
casting ballots by mail —  mostly 
from neighboring countries — 
backed Orban’s coalition led by 
his Fidesz party, helping him to 
a third consecutive term.

In Chop, teacher Zsuzsanna 
Dzjapko, a Hungarian whose 
husband’s family is Russian- 
Ukrainian, has accepted the fact 
that the best educational pros-
pects for their 11-year-old dau-
ghter Rebeka — who speaks all 
three languages and is a talen-
ted singer and musician — are 
across the border.

“I don’t have hopes that she’ll 
come back, because as a Hunga-
rian folk singer in this country, 
she wouldn’t have much of a futu-
re,” Dzjapko said in a small apart-
ment shared by three generations. 
“We hope the times will change, 
the winds will change and the 
laws will change, as well.” AP

 Some of the 
issues have 
triggered a 
diplomatic 
dispute 
between 
Ukraine and 
Hungary
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UK

D-Day for May as she seeks 
backing for draft Brexit deal
Jill Lawless, London

BritiSH Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May will try 
to persuade her divided 
Cabinet that they have a 

choice between backing a draft 
Brexit deal with the European 
Union or plunging the U.K. into 
political and economic uncer-
tainty.

May called a special Cabinet 
meeting after negotiators from 
Britain and the EU broke a mon-
ths-long logjam and reached 
agreement on divorce terms, 
including a plan to keep the bor-
der between Ireland and Nor-
thern Ireland open after Brexit.

Pro-Brexit lawmakers in May’s 
Conservative Party — including 
some members of the Cabinet 
— say the agreement will leave 
Britain tethered to the EU after 
it departs and unable to forge an 
independent trade policy.

May’s supporters argue that 
the deal is the best on offer, 
and the alternatives are a chao-

tic “no-deal” Brexit that would 
cause huge disruption to people 
and businesses, or an election 
that could see the Conservative 
government replaced by the left- 
of-center Labour Party.

Former Foreign Secretary 
William Hague warned “ardent 
Brexiteers” that if they shoot 
down May’s deal, it could lead 
to a change of government and 
a new referendum and “Brexit 

might never happen at all.”
Failure to secure Cabinet ba-

cking will leave May’s leadership 
in doubt and the Brexit process 
in chaos, with exit day just over 
four months away on March 29.

If Cabinet supports the deal, 
it needs approval from the EU 
at a summit in the next few 
weeks. Then May will need to 
win backing from Parliament 
— no easy task, since pro-Brexit 
and pro-EU legislators alike are 
threatening to oppose it.

The main obstacle to a with-
drawal agreement has long been 
how to ensure there are no cus-
toms posts or other checks along 
the border between the U.K.’s 
Northern Ireland and EU mem-
ber Ireland after Brexit. Britain 
and the EU agree that there 
must be no barriers that could 
disrupt businesses and residen-
ts on either side of the border 
and undermine Northern Ire-
land’s hard-won peace process.

The proposed solution invol-
ves a common customs arran-

gement for the U.K. and the EU, 
to eliminate the need for border 
checks, with some provisions 
that are specific to Northern Ire-
land.

The solution is intended to be 
temporary, but pro-Brexit po-
liticians in Britain fear it may 
become permanent, hampering 
Britain’s ability to strike new 
trade deals around the world.

Pro-Brexit former Foreign Se-
cretary Boris Johnson said the 
agreement would make his fa-
vored option, a loose Canada-s-
tyle trade deal with the bloc, im-
possible. He tweeted: “Cabinet 
must live up to its responsibili-
ties & stop this deal.”

Northern Ireland’s Democra-
tic Unionist Party, which props 
up May’s minority government, 
said it would oppose any deal 
that leaves Northern Ireland 
subject to different rules to the 
rest of the U.K. after Brexit.

DUP chief whip Jeffrey Do-
naldson said the proposed deal 
threatens “the constitutional 
and economic integrity of the 
U.K.”

“That is not something we can 
support,” he told the BBC.

May also faces growing oppo-
sition from pro-EU lawmakers, 
who say her proposed Brexit 
deal is worse than the status quo 
and the British public should get 
a new vote on whether to leave 
or to stay. AP
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this day in history

A Romanian man was surprised to find 95,000 euros 
(USD107,000) stashed inside a secondhand cupboard he’d 
bought — and promptly returned the money.

Adela Stanici told The Associated Press this week that her 
husband, a construction worker, had recently bought the 
cupboard from a popular online site. 

Days later, as she was making dinner, husband Samuel 
yelled: “come and see what I’ve found,” a metal box in the 
cupboard stuffed with 500-euro notes.

She said the pair counted the money together: “We were 
shocked. We couldn’t sleep all night.”

“We thought it might be a trap, a setup, and we knew we had 
to get the money back to where it came from,” the mother of 
four said by telephone.

The husband traveled from their home, in the western village 
of Bichigi, to the city where the owner lived. The man revealed 
the cupboard had belonged to his recently deceased father.

Stanici said the man, who requested anonymity, “had no 
idea” about the money.

He traveled to their village without knowing how much money 
there was. “When he saw (it), he couldn’t believe it.”

She said he rewarded them for their honesty, without saying 
how much he gave them.

 Offbeat
romanian man returns usd107,000 
found in secondhand cupboard

Britain and the Republic of Ireland have signed a 
deal giving Dublin a role in Northern Ireland for the 
first time in more than 60 years.

Britain’s Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher said it 
brought new hope of ending the violence in Northern 
Ireland.

But Treasury minister Ian Gow - one of Mrs That-
cher’s closest political allies - has resigned in pro-
test at the deal which is also opposed by the Ulster 
Unionists.

In a letter, Mr Gow told Mrs Thatcher the govern-
ment’s change of policy on Northern Ireland would 
“prolong and not diminish the agony of Ulster.”

The Anglo-Irish Agreement was signed by Margaret 
Thatcher and Irish Prime Minister Garret FitzGerald 
at Hillsborough Castle in County Down, Northern Ire-
land.

It sets up a framework for regular conferences be-
tween British and Irish ministers to discuss matters 
affecting Northern Ireland.

However, if a devolved government were estab-
lished in Northern Ireland, matters transferred to its 
power would no longer fall under the remit of the 
conferences.

That is being seen as an inducement for unionists 
who want to remain part of the United Kingdom and 
keep Dublin at bay.

But, for the first time, the British Government has 
officially committed to promoting legislation for a 
united Ireland if a majority is in favour.

The deal has been met with anger and bitterness by 
the majority loyalist community in Northern Ireland.

The 15 Ulster Unionist MPs have accused Mrs Tha-
tcher of treachery and have said they will resign un-
less a referendum is held on the agreement.

However, opposition leaders at Westminster have 
pledged their support and the government seems 
certain to secure a big majority when the deal comes 
up for approval.

Irish MPs also have to approve the agreement which 
will be reviewed after three years.

courtesy BBc news

1985 anglo-irish
  agreement signed

in context
Thousands turned out for demonstrations led by unionist MPs against the 
agreement.
Ian Gow was among Conservatives who set up an anti-agreement group in 
1986 to fight the case for keeping the status quo in Northern Ireland.
In July 1990 Mr Gow was killed by a bomb planted at his home in Sussex 
by the IRA.
The Anglo-Irish agreement followed a failed attempt in 1973 to set up a 
power-sharing executive of nationalist and unionist politicians and an 
all-Ireland Council.
No deal accepted by all sides was reached until the Good Friday Agree-
ment in April 1998 which created the Northern Ireland Assembly and new 
cross-border institutions.

what’s ON ...

“We are artists Made in Macau” Market
tiMe: 2pm-9pm
until: November 25, 2018 
Venue: Albergue SCM  
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550 / 2852 3205 

Macau Giant Panda Pavilion and Pavilion of Rare 
Animals
tiMe: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily 
Venue: Seac Pai Van Park 
adMission: MOP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0087

asseMblage of treasures
tiMe: 10am-6pm (Last admission 5:30pm; closed 
on Mondays)
until: February 19, 2019
Venue: Macau Museum (Mount Fortress) 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911 

Discover Macau: Museum of Taipa and Coloane 
History
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pM; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

beyond the scenery: exhibition 
coMMeMorating the 300th anniVersary of 
the passing of Wu li
tiMe: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
until: November 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

collectiVe exhibition of Macau Visual arts 
2018
tiMe: 10am-9pm
until: November 18, 2018 
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery Temporary Exhibition 
Gallery of the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau  
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000 

cinema

TV canal macau
13:00 
13:30 
15:50 
16:40 
17:10 
19:00 
19:35 
20:30 
21:15 
21:50 
22:25 
23:15 
23:50 
00:45 
01:30 

TDM News (Repeat) 
RTPi News 
Zig Zag 
Interview - André Lourenço e Silva 
Who wants to be a millionaire 
TDM Entrevista (Repetição) 
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2 
Telejornal 
Montra do Lilau 
LiteraturAqui 
Filha da Lei 
TDM News 
Curso de Cultura Geral Sr.2 
Telejornal (Repeat) 
RTPi Live 

cineteatro
15 - 21 nov

fANtAStiC bEAStS: thE CrimES of giNdElwAld
room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45pm
director: david yates 
Starring: Eddie redmayne, Johny depp, Jude law
language: English
duration: 130min

thE CurEd
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30 9:30pm
director: david freyne 
Starring: Sam Keeley, Ellen Page,, tom vaughan-lawlo
language: English
duration: 130min

hiChKi
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:15pm
director: Siddharth P malhotratiqua
Starring: rani mukerji
language: hindi (Chinese/ English)
duration: 112min

CodE bluE
room 3
2:15, 7:00 pm
director: masaki Nishiura
Starring: yamashita tomohisa, Aragaki yui, toda Erika
language: Japanese (Chinese, English) 
duration: 112min 

my hEro ACAdEmiA
room 3 
4:45, 9:30 p.m. 
director: Kenji Nagasaki
language: Japanese (Chinese, English) 
duration: 112min
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ACroSS: 1- ___ a time; 6- More than one female sheep; 10- Fruit-filled pie; 14- 
Head supporters; 15- Liquid container; 16- Regrets; 17- Thorough; 19- Neighbor 
of Sask.; 20- From ___ Z; 21- Cool!; 22- Marvel; 24- Small batteries; 25- Declines; 
26- Cramps, e.g.; 29- Staircase; 33- Singer LaBelle; 34- Wonka’s creator; 35- 
Comedian Johnson; 36- Sock ___ me!; 37- Surfer wannabe; 38- Mrs. Dithers, 
in “Blondie”; 39- Dresden denial; 40- Lena of “Havana”; 41- Unit of volume; 
42- Surround; 44- Pheasant female; 45- Fifth Avenue store; 46- London jail; 47- 
Workshop machinery; 50- Pessimist’s word; 51- Santa ___; 54- Farming prefix; 
55- 2 quarts; 58- Unstable particle; 59- Minnesota’s St. ___ College; 60- Like 
most movies; 61- Sudden explosive noise; 62- Window piece; 63- Lace mat;
 
dowN: 1- ___-Day vitamins; 2- Immediately following; 3- Reverberate; 4- Alias 
letters; 5- Large sea wave; 6- Kett and James; 7- Hold on!; 8- Ltr. holder; 9- 
Having patches of white and brown; 10- 
Involving two or more races; 11- ___ Lang 
Syne; 12- Nerve network; 13- Nicholas II 
was the last Russian one; 18- Oceans; 
23- Japanese sash; 24- Amazing; 
25- Patriot Allen; 26- Backbone; 27- 
Communion plate; 28- Room at the top; 
29- Hawkins of Dogpatch; 30- Angry; 31- 
___ Grows in Brooklyn; 32- Pine; 34- Kids 
toys; 37- Pawnshop; 41- Garment worn 
by dancers; 43- Arctic explorer John; 44- 
Twinge; 46- Blunder; 47- Gentle creature; 
48- Juan’s water; 49- 1982 Disney film; 
50- Family; 51- Prefix with meter; 52- 
Christmas song; 53- Hardy boy; 56- Carte 
start; 57- Asian language; 

THE BoRn LoSER by Chip Sansom
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

Emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

WEATHER
miN mAx CoNditioN

ChiNA

world

 ad
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  sleet                
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  clear                

  overcast             
  clear/cloudy         
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  drizzle/overcast     

  clear                
  overcast/drizzle     
  overcast/drizzle     
  drizzle/overcast     
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  cloudy               
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  2  

  flurry                        
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  clear/drizzle                 
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Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

YoUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’re almost compelled to move 
forward, even though success seems 
unlikely. You need to slow down. As 
uncomfortable as it may be with a 
drive like yours, you’ll get further if 
you conserve your energy now.

April 20-May 20
If ever there was a day to take things 
personally, this is it. There’s plenty 
to hurt your feelings and ruffle your 
feathers over. But on the flip side, 
there’s even more to make your heart 
swell if you choose to focus on it.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’re not feeling the ripple effect 
so much as the hint of dangerous 
undercurrents. You want to keep 
your finger on this. The moment it 
turns into a rip tide is the moment 
you take a bath.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
These days, you can’t afford to put 
anything off for later. You need to 
deal with things as they come up. If 
you need some incentive, imagine all 
the people out there drooling over 
your source of income.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re the financial butcher today. 
It’s hard to muster much gusto 
for what you have to do. That’s 
understandable. You don’t need 
enthusiasm, you just need to get the 
job done.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You don’t have anything left over 
to put on any finishing touches. In 
fact, you need to remove some, not 
add them. Being creative will have 
to wait until saving money is less 
critical.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If being at home only reminds you 
of better times, then it’s not a good 
place to be in. On the other hand, it 
could be all the incentive you need to 
renew your efforts to get things back 
in balance. 

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Some are hunkering down, staying 
safe until conditions improve, but 
that’s not how you choose to wait for 
the storm to pass. Implementing new 
plans makes sense to you, as long as it 
doesn’t take much of an umbrella.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Being focused on money is 
certainly not unusual. If anything, 
it has only intensified with time. 
The only thing that’s shifted is 
your angle. Make perfecting penny 
pinching your new goal.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If you’ve been working hard and 
results have been good, the money 
should follow. Right? Well, maybe. 
You can impress everyone the world 
over and still not see a dime. Today, 
working hard is its own reward.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You need to find some direction. 
Your efforts are like seeds blowing in 
the wind. They’ll find a place to take 
root, but where will you be by then? 
If you’re not sure, ask the advice of a 
natural born leader.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Wallowing in your woes becomes 
more tempting by the day. 
Don’t give in to it. Those who 
survive this difficult period will 
do it by staying organized and 
disciplined.

  Aquarius Pisces
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oLyMPICS

Majority of Calgary voters say 
‘no thanks’ to 2026 games
Calgary’S bid to host the 

2026 Winter Olympics was 
rebuffed yesterday [Macau time] 
when local voters said “no” in a 
nonbinding referendum.

Unofficial results showed that 
56 percent voted against bidding 
for the Olympics. Results showed 
that out of 767,734 eligible vo-
ters, 304,774 cast ballots and 
171,750 of those voted against the 
Olympic bid.

The city council is expected to 
address the results on Monday, 
but there is little doubt the bid 
seems dead. The council has al-
ready shown skepticism, with ei-
ght of 15 members voting on Oct. 
31 to scuttle the public vote. Ten 
votes were required for the vote 
not to be held.

The defeat is a huge blow to the 
International Olympic Commit-
tee, which has only two candida-
tes officially declared: Stockholm, 
Sweden, and a joint Italian bid 
from Milan and Cortina D’Am-
pezzo. Both bids also face opposi-
tion and financing problems.

Three other cities withdrew ear-
lier this year — Sapporo, Japan; 

Sion, Switzerland; Graz, Austria 
— and Turkey’s Erzurum was eli-
minated last month by the IOC.

The IOC was left in a similar 
spot for the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics when numerous bidders 
withdrew. Only two unlikely ci-
ties expressed final interest, with 
Beijing, China, winning narrowly 

in an IOC vote over Almtay, Ka-
zakhstan.

The host for 2026 will be selec-
ted by the IOC in a vote on June 
24 in Lausanne, Switzerland.

The Canadian Olympic Com-
mittee said in a statement it was 
disappointed by the results. Cal-
gary was the host for the 1988 

Winter Olympics.
“The opportunity to welcome 

the world to Canada, where peo-
ple can experience the uniting 
power of the Games and within 
our nation’s culture of peace and 
inclusion, would have offered 
countless benefits to all,” the sta-
tement said. “This would have 

been a unique opportunity for 
Canadians to be leaders in ful-
filling the promise of a renewed 
vision for the Games.”

The results won’t be decla-
red official until Friday. But the 
opposition was already celebra-
ting.

“I think that people had enough 
of the establishment, telling us 
what to do, what to think,” local 
councilor Sean Chu said.

Mary Moran, CEO of Calgary 
2026, called the issue “very divi-
sive” and said it was time “to put 
that behind us.”

“We really wanted this dream 
for Calgary to host the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games,” Moran 
said. “We learned so much about 
our community. We learned so 
much about each other.”

The Alberta government made 
its funding of a bid conditional 
on holding a vote and provided 
USD2 million to pay for it.

“We fought many, many obs-
tacles along the way,” said Scott 
Hutcheson, board chair of Cal-
gary 2026. “We had three gover-
nment partners that stepped up 
with billions of dollars to invest 
in this dream.”

Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi 
voted for continuing with a bid. 
Calgary 2026 was hampered by 
last-minute negotiations over a 
cost-sharing agreement between 
the federal, provincial and city 
governments. AP
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Brandt Snedeker in napa, California

GoLf

Snedeker back at Australian 
Open for first time since 2007

fooTBALL

Premier League hires Discovery’s 
Susanna Dinnage as CEO
THe English Premier 

League hired broad-
casting executive Susan-
na Dinnage as chief exe-
cutive yesterday [Macau 
time], making her the 
most powerful female 
executive in global sports.

Dinnage will leave her 
role as global president of 
Discovery’s Animal Pla-
net brand early next year 
to succeed Richard Scu-
damore running the wor-
ld’s richest soccer compe-
tition.

Scudamore was CEO 
from 1999 to 2014 when 
he was promoted to exe-
cutive chairman. The new 
structure will see the lea-
gue have a separate CEO 
and non-executive chair-
man again, but the latter 
position has yet to be filled

“It represents the pinna-
cle of professional sport 
and the opportunity to 
lead such a dynamic and 
inspirational organiza-
tion is a great privilege,” 
Dinnage said. “With the 
support of clubs and the 
team, I look forward to 
extending the success of 
the league for many years 
to come.”

The appointment of 
Dinnage highlights the 
league’s focus on broa-
dcasting, as most of its 
revenue comes from 
selling television rights. 
She started her career at 
MTV Networks and spent 
the last decade at Disco-
very.

“We had a very strong 
field, but Susanna was the 
outstanding choice given 

her track record in mana-
ging complex businesses 
through transformation 
and digital disruption,” 
said Chelsea chairman 
Bruce Buck, who played a 
role in the appointment. 
“She is a leading figure 
in the broadcasting in-
dustry, a proven business 
executive and a great de-
veloper of people.”

Scudamore has over-
seen the value of the Pre-
mier League’s broadcas-
ting rights soaring 12-fold 
to more than 8 billion 
pounds, with Comcas-
t-owned British pay-TV 
operator Sky the league’s 
biggest TV partner.

While running Disco-
very’s British operation 
last year, Dinnage threa-
tened to remove their 

portfolio of channels 
from the Sky platform in 
a row over costs.

“Pay television needs to 
be about more than just 
films and football,” Din-
nage said. “The consumer 
can’t be expected to fund 
all of Sky’s investments 
and get less and less choi-
ce in return.”

Dinnage will not have 
to negotiate a rights deal 
with Sky for a couple of 
years. Sky, which has 
aired the Premier Lea-
gue since its inception in 
1992, signed a new deal 
in February worth 3.579 
billion pounds to show 
128 games per season 
from 2019 to 2022.

Scudamore’s longevi-
ty highlighted his ability 
to avoid major rows be-

tween the clubs, with 14 
out of 20 Premier League 
teams having to agree on 
any changes to the rules.

Dinnage has to maintain 
that same unity between 
the smaller teams and 
powerful wealthy clubs, 
including Liverpool and 
Manchester rivals City 
and United, who have 
been pushing for a grea-

ter slice of foreign televi-
sion revenue.

She will also have to na-
vigate the league through 
uncertainty as Britain pre-
pares to leave the Euro-
pean Union in March, with 
there being big question 
marks about English clubs’ 
access to players from the 
continent if free move-
ment of labor ends. AP

Brandt Snedeker 
hasn’t played the Aus-
tralian Open since 2007 
but the memory of his 

costly mistake in the final round 
hasn’t faded.

Snedeker lost by a shot to Craig 
Parry when he called a penalty 
on himself on the 14th hole of 
the final round at The Austra-
lian Golf Club because the ball 
moved as he tried to shift some 
twigs around it.

“It was a no-brainer penalty,” 
Snedeker said.

A nine-time winner on the 
PGA Tour, Snedeker is joined by 
fellow Americans Matt Kuchar, 
who won last week’s PGA Tour 
event in Mexico, and Keegan 
Bradley in the field this week at 
The Lakes, just down the road 
from The Australian.

“Really cool undulations, and 
the green complexes here are 
very difficult,” Snedeker said 
after playing nine holes on the 
course for the first time. “It’s 
one of those places where you 
have to put the ball in the right 
spots on the greens to give you-
rself chances. If the wind blows, 
though, it’s going to be survival.”

Missing from the Open this 
year are two of Australia’s top 
players, Jason Day, whose wife 
is expecting a baby, and Adam 
Scott. Jordan Spieth, a two-ti-
me champion, has also decided 
not to travel Down Under this 
year, and the field is one of the 

weakest for the tournament in 
years.

Geoff Ogilvy, who won the 
Australian Open at The Lakes 
in 2010, was quoted as saying 
in Golf Australia magazine that 
he’s disappointed the tour-

nament, first played in 1904, 
isn’t what it was back in the 
days when Jack Nicklaus, Gary 
Player, Arnold Palmer and Greg 
Norman were adding their na-
mes to the Stonehaven Cup.

The prize money of 1.25 million 

Australian dollars (USD903,000) 
and AUD225,000 ($163,000) to 
the winner this year can’t compe-
te with other tournaments arou-
nd the world.

“We are now playing the Aus-
tralian Open for less money 

than when I turned professio-
nal two decades ago,” Ogilvy 
said. “It was a big tournament 
back then. Played towards the 
end of the northern hemisphere 
summer it was surrounded by a 
few other big events. So players 
from elsewhere could bring 
their families and make the long 
trip worthwhile. It made sense.”

Ogilvy said the increasing in-
vestment in rival tours means 
players and sponsor money is 
going elsewhere.

“The economic clout of the 
PGA Tour has done much to 
ruin so many events held out-
side the United States,” Ogilvy 
said. “Only those in the Middle 
East and maybe the HSBC event 
in China have been able to com-
pete financially.”

Kuchar yesterday said the Aus-
tralian Open’s history, and not 
the prize money, is a reason he’s 
in Sydney.

“It adds to the allure of coming 
and playing and trying to put 
your name on that list of cham-
pions,” Kuchar said. “It is a na-
tional Open [...] golf’s such a big 
part of sport and people’s lives 
in Australia.”

The Australian Open field 
should improve next year when 
it is moved to the week befo-
re the Presidents Cup at Royal 
Melbourne. The 2019 Open is 
scheduled Dec. 5-8 at The Aus-
tralian.

Traditionally, many of the top 
U.S. and International players 
in the Presidents Cup come to 
Australia a week early to get 
over jet lag and acclimatize to 
the Australian conditions.

The Australian Open will be 
the first qualifying tournament 
for next year’s British Open 
at Royal Portrush, with the 
top three players not already 
exempt earning spots. AP
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Danish shipper: Us-China traDe 
war hits Container traDe

Danish shipping group A.P. Moller-Maersk is 
warning that trade tensions between the United 
States and China could weigh on business.

The company said a brewing trade war be-
tween the two had created uncertainty and cou-
ld “reduce global container trade by 0.5 to 2.0 
percent during 2019-2020”.

Maersk’s share price was down 1 percent in af-
ternoon trading in Copenhagen.

The warning came as the company said thir-

d-quarter revenues increased 31 percent to 
USD10.1 billion from $7.7 billion a year earlier. 
That helped Maersk post a net profit from con-
tinuing operations of $191 million against last 
year’s loss of $112 million.

Chief Executive Soeren Skou said yesterday 
that the financial performance was helped by 
an emergency bunker surcharge and synergies 
related to the 2017 acquisition of German con-
tainer shipping company Hamburg Sud.

70-100
Moderate

55-75
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opinion

For edition 11 oF 11.11, 
expect lychee scones

In years to come, Singles’ Day might feature The 
Tmall Tearooms. An ‘Olde Sweet Shoppe’, and 
‘Hosier & Draper’ could be among shopkeepers. 
Buyers would have to queue online. 

It would be a Very British Way of Shopping.
Here’s the basis of this prediction. The 10th edi-

tion of Singles’ Day has just passed. The turn of a 
decade usually brings celebration but the big Sin-
gles’ Day is next year – edition number 11 of 11.11.

And it will likely be the first Singles’ Day after 
Brexit. 

Singles’ Day, lest you didn’t notice, is China’s an-
nual shopping super-binge on 11th November, and 
is so called because the strokes of the date, 11.11, 
look like lonely figures.

It began in a mainland university, as one-measure 
of solace to three-measures of party for unattached 
young men. It flourished – and spread through dor-
ms across the country but it wasn’t until e-commer-
ce titan, Alibaba, started developing it in 2009, pro-
moting it on its Tmall platform, that Singles’ Day was 
on its way to becoming the biggest shopping event 
in the world. This year, US$30.8 billion of sales took 
place over 24 hours.

Yet the day is not well known outside China. Did 
you, British scroller, do any Singles’ Day bargain
-hunting? And, hey, Euro-swiper, any Singles’ Day 
offers in your inbox?

In the UK, Black Friday might be seen as the retail 
precedent. Black Friday, coming up on November 
23, was an alien shopping event no one had heard 
of, and which has never quite taken off. 

Singles’ Day’s fate might have been the same: an 
obscure import. And slightly awkward. Do I really 
want to go with the girls to a Singles’ Day spa pa-
ckage?  Sure, it might sound feminist to mark a day 
that doesn’t revere being linked with a man, but it’s 
from mainland China. That undermines its feminist 
cred. Will they keep a single file on me?

Shopper, Singles’ Day is different. Singles’ Day, 
ironically, could be the perfect partnership for pos-
t-Brexit Britain.

You see, Alibaba’s strategy going forward is to 
move Singles’ Day out of China and attract more 
international singles’ action. But it’s not just targe-
ting consumers. 

Jack Ma, entrepreneur and founder of Alibaba, 
last year went to to Detroit, Michigan, seeking to 
persuade American ‘Mom and Pop’ stores to sell 
on Tmall.

US-China trade tensions scuppered that plan, Ma 
said recently. But after Brexit, Britain needs to look 
to China. And the British equivalent of the ‘Mom and 
Pop’ store is the traditional high street shopkeeper: 
the grocer and fruiterer, the haberdasher, the fishing 
tackle maker, the purveyor of scones. 

Britain’s high streets are under threat, with thou-
sands of shops closing down. So why don’t British 
shopkeepers sell to China on Tmall on Singles’ 
Day? They could thrive in Chinese cyberspace. Old 
favourites would become more Chinese, by neces-
sity. Lychee scones. Green Afternoon Tea. As for 
sweets of yore, Mint Imperials are a bit redolent of 
the British Empire, so why not reference Chinese 
expansion plans? Mint Belt and Roads. Spangles 
are fine – they sound like sequins.

Ok, that doesn’t leave high streets in place in UK 
towns. But think. The Chinese love British-made 
TV like Downton Abbey. And Chinese tourists flo-
ck to Bicester outlet village in the U.K. Why shou-
ldn’t they head to British high streets where they 
have shopped, in their billions, online? Copies of 
Austrian, Italian and Swiss town have been cons-
tructed in China. Replicas of traditional old British 
high streets could be built exactly where they once 
were and Chinese tourists will come shopping.  The 
British High Street will be back. In a single stroke.

Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

yEmEN An airstrike by 
the Saudi-led coalition 
killed at least seven 
civilians in yemen’s 
rebel-held port city 
of Hodeida, yemeni 
security and medical 
officials said yesterday.

grEECE Civil servants 
in Greece walked off 
the job yesterday in a 
24-hour strike to protest 
austerity measures, 
demanding wage and 
pension increases as 
well as the abolition 
of all legislation as 
part of the country’s 
international bailouts.

itAly Borrowing costs 
nudged higher yesterday 
after the populist 
government resubmitted 
draft budget proposals 
without the significant 
changes sought by the 
European Commission.

frANCE A man who 
doused himself with 
wine and tried to self-
immolate on a train and 
waved a phone showing 
images of armed 
combatants is being 
held by french police 
on a potential terrorism 
charge.

uS Having spent a 
fortune to help elect 
democrats this fall, 
former New york 
City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg declared 
lifetime allegiance to the 
democratic Party and 
outlined an aggressive 
timeline for deciding 
whether to run for 
president.

ColombiA Authorities 
moved homeless 
Venezuelan migrants to 
a soccer field filled with 
yellow tents and cots 
Tuesday, as the number 
of migrants fleeing their 
nation’s economic and 
humanitarian calamity 
has risen.

Aron Heller, Jerusalem

ISraeli Defense Minis-
ter Avigdor Lieberman 

abruptly resigned his post 
yesterday in protest over a 
cease-fire reached with Gaza 
militants, in a move that 
rocked the Israeli political 
scene and seemed likely to 
bring about early elections.

Lieberman termed the cea-
se-fire ending two days of 
intense fighting “surrender 
to terrorism,” and said he 
could no longer serve a go-
vernment that endorsed it. 
Lieberman had demanded a 
far stronger Israeli response 
to the most intense round 
of rocket fire against Israel 
since a 50-day war in 2014, 
but appeared to have been 
overruled by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

His resignation delivers a 
major blow to Netanyahu’s 
coalition government and 
sparked immediate calls for 
early elections. Lieberman 
said he hoped that in the co-
ming days a date would be 
set for a new vote. The oppo-
sition parties joined his call.

The government could te-
chnically survive without 
Lieberman’s Yisrael Bei-
teinu faction. But with elec-
tions currently set for No-
vember 2019, it’s unlikely to 
last that long in lame-duck 
form.

Lieberman’s resignation 
will take effect in 48 hou-
rs and Netanyahu will take 
over on an interim basis.

Residents of southern Is-
rael had greeted news of 
the cease-fire with anger 
as dozens of protesters in 
the rocket-battered town of 
Sderot chanted “Disgrace!” 
at what they saw as the go-
vernment’s capitulation to 

violence and its inability to 
provide them with safety.

Recent months have seen 
sporadic rocket attacks as 
well as militant infiltration 
attempts and a wave of in-
cendiary kites that have des-
troyed Israeli crops.

Netanyahu presented the 
decision to step back from a 
full-blown conflict as a uni-
fied one made by his Securi-
ty Cabinet and based on the 
military’s recommendations. 
But Lieberman and Educa-
tion Minister Naftali Bennett, 
another hard-line member of 
the Security Cabinet, later ex-
pressed reservations, saying 
they favored a stronger res-
ponse.

Netanyahu defended his 
actions at a memorial cere-
mony for Israel’ first prime 
minister, David Ben-Gurion.

“I see the big picture of Is-
raeli security that I cannot 
share with the public,” he 
said. “Our enemies begged 
for a cease-fire and they know 
well why. I cannot detail our 
plans for the future. We will 
dictate the time and circums-
tances that are right for Israel 
and are right for the security 
of our people.”

“In times like these, lea-
dership is not doing the easy 
thing. Leadership is doing the 
right thing, even if it is hard. 
Leadership is sometime fa-
cing criticism,” he added.

The Israel-Gaza frontier 
remained quiet overnight. 
Palestinian militants had fi-
red 460 rockets and mortars 
into Israel in a 24-hour pe-
riod, while the Israeli military 
carried out airstrikes on 160 
Gaza targets. Seven Palesti-
nians, including five militan-
ts, were killed. In Israel, one 
person was killed in a rocket 
strike and three were criti-
cally wounded.

With air raid sirens wailing 
throughout southern Israel 
and the explosions of airs-
trikes thundering in Gaza, 
the two sides had appeared to 
be on the verge of their fourth 
war in a decade. Instead, Ga-
za’s Hamas rulers abruptly 
announced a cease-fire and 
Israel’s Security Cabinet en-
ded a seven-hour discussion 
with an apparent decision to 
hold its fire.

The news was greeted with 
celebrations in Gaza, with 
Hamas declaring victory in 
the latest round of violence, 
which was triggered by a bo-
tched Israeli raid on Sunday 
that left seven Palestinian 
militants and a senior Israeli 
military officer dead.

Hamas has staged near
-weekly border protests since 
March in an effort to lift the 
Israeli-Egyptian blockade 
imposed after the Islamic mi-
litant group seized control of 
the coastal strip in 2007. The 
blockade has ravaged Gaza’s 
economy, and Israel refuses 
to lift it unless Hamas disar-
ms, a demand rejected by mi-
litant group, which is pledged 
to Israel’s destruction. AP
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