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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

‘mild power 
leakage’ kills 
dog at st. 
augustine 
square 

Cambodia Police 
yesterday arrested 
more than 200 Chinese 
citizens accused of 
defrauding people in 
China over the internet.

Japan Police said 
yesterday they found six 
bodies believed to be 
members of a family in 
a farmhouse in a remote 
mountain village, and 
the body of a seventh 
person who jumped 
or fell from a nearby 
bridge.

India As Mumbai 
marked the 10th 
anniversary of attacks 
that killed 166 in 
India’s financial 
capital yesterday, the 
United States made a 
new reward offer for 
information on the 2008 
siege. More on p13

Iran Authorities said 
yesterday that the 
number of injured in 
the magnitude 6.3 
earthquake in western 
Iran the previous night 
has risen to 716. No 
fatalities were reported 
from the temblor. 
More on p15

d
an

ie
l 

be
it

le
r

 ad

ap
 p

h
ot

o
student charged with 
multiple house robberies

bernardo bertolucci 
dies at 77

A 19-year-old local student has 
been identified as the main 
suspect in two recently reported 
house robberies

Italian film-maker Bernardo 
Bertolucci, who won Oscars 
with “The Last Emperor,” died 
yesterday aged 77
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Flörsch discharged from hospital, 
vows to return to Macau GP

Policy Address | Lionel Leong

Gaming sector growth 
to be strictly controlled
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Future food 
festival may 
only accept 
electronic 
payment 
The 18th Macau Food Festival 
closed on Sunday, with the 
organizers expecting to have 
had 10 to 20 percent less 
business compared to last 
year. Chan Chak Mo, event 
organizer and chairman of 
the the United Association of 
Food and Beverage Merchants 
of Macau, revealed that they 
are considering adopting 
electronic payment at 
future events, which may be 
introduced as soon as next 
year’s festival. “Electronic 
payment is the trend. 
Nowadays, everybody pays 
with their mobiles. We will 
consider this direction,” said 
Chan.

Macau records 
Taiwan Strait 
earthquake 
tremors
The Meteorological and 
Geophysics Bureau (SMG) 
reported local earth tremors 
yesterday morning at 7:57 a.m. 
The tremors were caused by a 
magnitude 6.2 earthquake over 
the Taiwan Strait, located more 
than 534 kilometers away from 
Macau. Concurrently, the SMG 
received inquiries from local 
residents who claimed to have 
felt the tremors. “According to 
the historical earthquake data, 
Macau is not a frequent seismic 
zone. However, an earthquake 
of magnitude 5 happened 
in Mo Dao Men adjacent to 
Macau in 1905. Furthermore, 
Guangdong Province and 
the South China Sea have 
earthquakes of magnitude 
6 sometimes. Generally, the 
possibility is low for Macau to 
suffer from an earthquake,” the 
SSM website noted. 

Sin Fong 
Temple closed 
for renovation
The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) is carrying out renovation 
works on the roof and walls of 
the Sin Fong Temple. In order 
to ensure public safety, the IC 
has announced that the Sin 
Fong Temple is temporarily 
closed from last Friday until 
January 20, 2019.

CRIME

Local student commits 
multiple house robberies

UM to confer honorary 
doctorates on Dec. 1
The University of 

Macau (UM) will 
confer honorary doctora-
tes on five distinguished 
individuals, namely Aa-
ron J Ciechanover, Lao 
Ngai Leong, Anthony 
Lau Siu Wing, Joseph 
Sung Jao-yiu, and Wang 
Anyi, for their outstan-
ding achievements and 
significant contributions 
to social development 
and education.

The Ceremony for the 
Conferment of Hono-
rary and Higher Degrees 
2018 will be held on De-

cember 1 at 4 p.m. in the 
University Hall. 

Aaron J Ciechanover, 
an Israeli biologist, sha-
red the 2004 Nobel Prize 
in chemistry with Avram 
Hershko and Irwin Rose 
for characterizing a pro-
tein called Ubiquitin, 
which is involved in de-
grading and recycling 
proteins in cells. 

This groundbreaking 
finding has led Ciecha-
nover and many scien-
tists around the world 
to continuously discover 
new cellular functions, 

which are important for 
further revealing the 
mysteries of biology and 
exploring the mechanis-
ms of pathogenesis and 
treatments of human di-
seases.

Lao Ngai Leong is a na-
tive of Chaozhou, Guang-
dong province, coming 
to Macau in the 1970s 
and starting a business. 
In addition to outstan-
ding achievements in his 
career, Lao has advanced 
social causes and ren-
dered public service in 
many ways: participating 

in local politics, serving 
public organizations, 
and dedicating himself 
to education and charity. 

A pioneer and veteran 
in the air cargo and lo-
gistics business, Anthony 
Lau has been closely 
following UM’s develo-
pment. As an alumnus 
of UM, Lau has spared 
no effort in supporting 
the university’s develo-
pment, as reflected in 
his donation to the Uni-
versity of Macau Deve-
lopment Foundation to 
support whole-person 
education at UM, and 
another donation to UM 
on its 25th anniversary 
to support its pursuit of 
high-quality undergra-
duate education.

Joseph Sung is a world- 
renowned scientist. His 
research studies have had 
a major impact on the 
practice of gastroentero-
logy worldwide. He was 
hailed the ‘Asian Hero’ 
by Time magazine for his 
heroic fight against seve-
re acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS) during its 
outbreak in 2003. 

Wang Anyi, winner of 
the Mao Dun Literature 
Award and Lu Xun Lite-
rature Award – two of the 
highest Chinese literary 
honors – and vice chair 
of the China Writers As-
sociation, is one of the 
most accomplished and 
influential writers in Chi-
na, with a writing career 
spanning decades.

Julie Zhu

A 19-year-old local student 
has been charged with ag-

gravated robbery after he was 
identified as the main suspect 
in two recently reported house 

robberies, the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) revealed during yesterday’s 
joint police press conference. 

The cases were reported to the 
police on the morning of Nov. 23 
by the owners of two shops loca-
ted in the northern district. The 

shops’ power distribution boxes 
were damaged. Together, the 
two owners reported a total loss 
of MOP7,000 and HKD3,000. 

The PJ determined that both 
crimes had been performed by 

the same person using CCTV 
surveillance footage. 

On the same day as the crimes 
were reported, the PJ visited the 
identified suspect’s residence in 
Coloane, where the suspect, sur-
named Chou, confessed to the 
crimes. According to Chou, after 
the shop staff had left he dama-
ged the electricity distribution 
box before breaking in. 

The money he stole from the 
two shops was allegedly gamb-
led away in a casino. 

Later, police discovered that 
three similar robberies had been 
reported by shops last June. The 
police then found that Chou had 
committed all the robberies and 
he had been convicted of the cri-
mes. After this, Chou was orde-
red by the court to report perio-
dically to the police. 

This time, the police charged 
the young local resident with ag-
gravated robbery. 

In the first half of this year, a 
total of 28 crimes committed by 
juveniles was recorded.  The 28 
cases involved 50 young people, 
representing 28 more compared 
to the same period in 2017. 

The increase is mainly due to 
cases of fighting (10), while four 
were arson cases. 

fire exposes illegal employment 
A FIRE triggered by a cigarette 
butt has exposed another incidence 
of illegal employment, according 
to PJ.  The fire took place in a shop 
located in the Barra area. The 
suspect is a local resident (49) and 
owner of a renovation company. 
While the police were investigating 
the fire, they discovered that the 

suspect had hired two non-local 
residents who were working on his 
current project. Another local man 
(61) was also found to be involved 
in the illegal employment case. The 
police charged the two with illegal 
employment. The 49-year-old man 
was also charged for triggering a 
fire alarm. 

local man charged after 
beating up his girlfriend

AN UNEMPLOYED 40-year-old 
man has been charged with illegal 
imprisonment and the physical 
assault of a mainland woman. The 
woman (29, unemployed) was the 
suspect’s girlfriend. On Nov. 25, the 
suspect, after consuming alcohol, got 
involved in a fight with his girlfriend. 
That same afternoon, the suspect 

beat up the victim, causing injuries 
to her left eye, the loss of one front 
tooth and several facial bruises. He 
also threatened her if she reported 
his actions to the police. However, 
that night, the victim fled their 
apartment and reported the man to 
the police. The man is charged with 
offences against the woman. 
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Helena de Senna Fernandes presents the teenage F3 racer with a certificate

Macau Grand prix

Severe crash won’t stop 
Flörsch from coming back
Daniel Beitler

Seventeen-year-old 
racing driver Sophia 
Flörsch says that her 
severe crash during the 

Macau Grand Prix weekend 
won’t stop her from coming 
back next year.

Flörsch’s single-seater collided 
at high speed with Japanese dri-
ver Sho Tsuboi’s car in the final 
hours of the Grand Prix event, 
tearing through a catch fence 
at the Lisboa bend and injuring 
several people. The accident left 
the young F3 driver with spinal 
fractures that warranted a se-
ven-hour surgery and extended 
stay at the Conde de São Januá-
rio General Hospital.

Having made a partial reco-
very, Flörsch made her first pu-
blic appearance yesterday since 
the November 18 crash. She 
was due to fly back home last 
night.

At a press conference held at 
the public hospital, specialist 
physicians said that it might 

take the young driver as long 
as 12 months to complete-
ly recover from the accident. 
However, they said Flörsch has 
already shown a significant im-
provement and is able to walk 
without assistance.

“Sophia Flörsch has made a 
significant recovery after a suc-
cessful surgery carried out by 

our professional medical team 
in Macau,” said Dr Chan Hong 
Mou, a consultant orthopedist 
at the Conde de São Januá-
rio General Hospital. “She will 
head home later today.”

Dr Lau Wai Lit, the chief of the 
public hospital’s orthopaedics 
department, said that “it may 
take months for Sophia [Flörs-

ch] to make a full recovery, but 
for now she has been recove-
ring really well. She can make a 
full recovery within a year.”

Speaking through a translator, 
Lau said that it would be fine 
for her to return to motorsports 
in due time, but whether she is 
able to move to a higher level of 
motorsports competition “will 
be her own decision.”

Flörsch, interrupted by multi-
ple rounds of applause, expres-
sed her gratitude for the care 
and treatment she received at 
the public hospital.

“My surgeons have done a 
great job working on my back 
and my hip,” she said. “I am 
thankful for being here and 
having a good recovery. I’m 
walking already.”

The racing driver also thanked 
the Macau Grand Prix Organi-
zing Committee and contested 
the idea that the Guia Circuit 
turns presented a safety hazard. 

“I don’t think so. I think it was 
just unlucky. Of course there is 
now a lot of talk about ‘sausage’ 

curbs, but this [kind of] crash 
happens once and never again.”

“It was my first-ever big crash 
and it took me a little while to 
get over. But I’m over it now 
and a new chapter is starting. I 
will be back racing and chasing 
my dream,” she added.

Despite the crash and her 
week-long stay at the public 
hospital, Flörsch was generally 
upbeat about her performance 
in the competition.

“To be honest, Macau was 
great,” she told reporters. “Al-
though I had a bad crash, I 
think that I have had a lot of 
good and bad luck. […] I think 
I had a quite good weekend ac-
tually. I think I had quite a good 
pace for a rookie.”

“It’s my first season in F3 and 
I really wanted to go to Macau 
because Macau is such an his-
toric race. The race, the city, the 
people; it is all so special,” she 
continued. “For racing car dri-
vers, it’s really a dream.”

“If possible, I will for sure 
come back for the 66th [Ma-
cau] Grand Prix.”

The director of the Macau 
Government Tourism Office, 
Helena de Senna Fernandes, 
was also present at the press 
conference to present the tee-
nage F3 racer with a certificate 
that reads, “We hereby appoint 
Ms. Sophia Flörsch as Goodwill 
Ambassador”.
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Maintenance subsidy 
program for old 
buildings extended
The government has extended the tenement 
building and old building maintenance 
subsidy program for two more years until 
Feb. 9, 2021, according to a Chief Executive 
order published yesterday in the Official 
Gazette. The subsidy is applicable to either 
tenement buildings of seven stories or less, 
or to any old buildings aged 30 years or 
more. Subsidies can be used for renewing 
or repairing buildings’ entrance gates, 
electricity and water supply systems, as 
well for drainage system renewal. Launched 
Feb. 10, 2009, the subsidy has seen 2,576 
applications approved until Dec. 31, 2018, 
involving a total of MOP297 million. 

Au asks about 
concession of three 
land plots
Lawmaker Au Kam San has asked the 
government to clarify questions regarding 
the utilization of three plots of land which 
should have been denounced as invalid. In 
his written inquiry to the government, Au 
listed the three land plots: one in Coloane; 
one next to the Macau-Taipa Bridge’s Macau 
entrance; and one leased to Galaxy Macau. 
The utilization periods for the three areas 
ended in 2009, 2011, and 2009, respectively, 
according to Au.  “[The concessions] were 
probably extended, […] what reasons 
did the concessionaires present [for the 
extension]? According to what standards 
has the government accepted the extension 
[request]?” Au asked. 

Chinese medicine 
doctor suspended 
after sexual abuse 
report 
A Chinese medicine doctor has been 
suspended from practicing after a female 
patient reported him for sexual abuse. The 
Health Bureau (SSM) and police received the 
report last Friday. The bureau has not ruled 
out the possibility that more female patients 
were victims of inappropriate treatment, 
based on comments which appeared 
online.  However, the case is still under 
investigation. The most severe punishment 
is the cancellation of the doctor’s license in 
addition to being accountable for the crime if 
it is confirmed. 

New municipal bureau to quickly 
respond to hygiene issues

Air Macau adds three new 
Airbus aircraft to fleet
In the first half of 2019, 

Air Macau is scheduled to 
receive three new A320neo 
Airbus aircraft ordered 
from BOC Aviation, accor-
ding to a statement from the 
Bank of China Group.

The statement cites Ro-
bert Martin, CEO of BOC 
Aviation, who expressed his 
satisfaction at having Air 
Macau as one of his cus-
tomers and supported the 
airline’s plans for network 
growth.

Martin added that BOC 
Aviation is well placed to su-
pport the expansion of Chi-
na’s air transport market, 
“with Air Macau choosing 
Airbus A320neo in line with 
our decision to invest in te-
chnologically advanced air-
craft.”

P o r t u g u e s e - l a n g u a g e 
newspaper Tribuna de Ma-
cau reported that the new 

aircraft will allow the airli-
ne to expand its network of 
air links as flights to Mum-
bai and Perth are being con-
sidered.

Founded in 1994, Air Ma-
cau’s fleet consists of 18 

Airbus aircraft, including 
10 A321s, four A320s and 
four A319s, which connect 
the territory to more than 
25 destinations in mainland 
China and Asia.

BOC Aviation is the bank 

leasing company of the Bank 
of China Group, with a fleet 
of 499 owned, managed and 
ordered aircraft serving 89 
airlines in 34 countries and 
regions as of September 30, 
2018. MDT/Macauhub

The future Munici-
pal Affairs Bureau 

will handle environ-
ment, hygiene and sa-
fety issues within 24 
hours of receiving re-
ports. 

Other matters will be 
responded to within 
three to seven days.  

Once the new bureau 
commences opera-
tions, the public can 
report municipal af-
fairs issues through the 
bureau’s new mobile 
application. 

The Civic and Muni-
cipal Affairs Bureau 

(IACM) is wholly pre-
pared for the launch of 
the new municipal bu-
reau, IACM president 
José Tavares announ-
ced yesterday. 

Recently, Tavares 
said that in 2019, the 
unopened bureau will 
conduct research on 
old shops in order to 
determine what mea-
sures it can take to su-
pport to them. 

Owners of old shops 
will reportedly be in-
terviewed one by one to 
understand their ope-
rations and difficulties.  José Tavares



tue 27.11.2018

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 

ASIAN gaming leader, Melco Resorts & Entertainment 
as one of Macau’s biggest employers has the capaci-
ty to make a significant positive contribution to the 

Macau community by providing life-transforming learning 
opportunities. Over the years as a result of its steadfast com-
mitment to a strong culture of Corporate Social Responsibi-
lity it has implemented an array of initiatives under the aus-
pices of its Whole Person Development philosophy to give 
employees the opportunity to augment their skills to have 
the knowledge and confidence to build strong and rewarding 
careers. 

In the words of Lawrence Ho, Chairman and Chief Execu-
tive Officer: as “one of the largest employers in the city…we 
aim to help our employees build a better future for themsel-
ves.” 

March 19, 2018 saw the graduation and awarding of scho-
larships to 100 employees who pursued varying types of 
study with the support of Melco. Since its establishment 
in 2010, Melco’s Learning Academy has run over 200 pro-
grams per year including both in-house courses and pro-
grams in partnership with external training organizations to 
offer employees opportunities for self-advancement. 

Among these initiatives is the “Back-to-School High School 
Diploma Program”, run with the Escola Secundária Luso-
Chinesa de Luís Gonzaga Gomes and the Education and 
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ), which gives employees who 
have yet to complete their high school diploma the chance 
to do so. 

With the first group of 15 participants successfully gradua-
ted this year, Melco YOU-niversity, run in collaboration with 
Edinburgh Napier University, offers individuals who have 
not yet attained a university degree the opportunity to study 
for one. 

Specifically enhancing skills within the company, in part-
nership with the University of Macau, Melco introduced the 
Diploma in Casino Management in 2015. Open to all em-
ployees who have completed secondary school or higher level 
of education, even if their current role is not directly involved 
in gaming, the program offers insight into casino operations 
and management practices. In 2017, Melco launched the 
Advanced Diploma in Gaming Management to further the 
skills developed in the Diploma in Casino Management. In 
the area of non-gaming, the Diploma in Hospitality Manage-
ment in partnership with Institute for Tourism Studies was 
launched for interested employees in 2016. 

Melco also supports external study. Established in 2010, the 
Melco Scholarship has so far benefitted 95 employees and 
their immediate family members in pursuing a bachelor de-
gree in Macau, Hong Kong, and internationally. Internships 
within Melco have also been made available since 2015 for 
scholarship recipients to put theories learnt into action. For 
practical skill extension, the Foundation Acceleration Pro-
gram (FAP) means employees gain a deeper understanding 
of the company’s operations within their own stream and the 
company’s other departments. Such insight creates a broa-
der skillset which in the words of David Bhandari, a Melco 
employee who joined the FAP, “will be highly beneficial for 
my future career development.” 

Looking ahead, the Melco Learning Academy is continuing 
to support 124 team members with the chance to study for 
bachelor degrees, diplomas and advanced diplomas for Hos-
pitality, Casino and Gaming Management to transform both 
the working and personal lives of its employees.

WHOLE PERSON DEVELOPMENT 

Melco committed to enriching 
employees’ lives and careers

This article is sponsored by Melco Resorts & Entertainment

Julie Zhu

The assistant dean of the 
School of Business of the 

Macau University of Science 
and Technology (MUST), Zhang 
Jinghua, is suggesting that the-
re should be more transparency 
within Macau’s hospitals.

“Currently, the Macau medical 
system is open, it gives the priva-
te medical sector rooms. Howe-
ver, the medical market is in a si-
tuation of unbalanced informa-
tion [between service providers 
and customers],” Zhang said on 
the sidelines an event that took 
place last week at MUST. 

“Regarding the medical sector’s 
information and transparen-
cy, the private sector will need 
to do more in order to open all 
information to the public and to 
receive the medical committee’s 
supervision,” said Zhang. 

In the professor’s opinion, with 
the constant development of the 
Internet, data and technology 
continuing to move forward, “if 
the medical sector can become 
more transparent” the custo-
mers will have a better service at 
a lower cost.  

“The lack of transparency re-
sults from the fact that the pu-
blic has no information regar-
ding the market or service pro-
viders, for instance, customers 
are not aware of certain medical 
techniques,” said Zhang, adding 
that “this transparency issue will 
cause a big problem because, 
when there are medical disputes 
[the public will not know] whom 
to hold accountable.” 

The professor also said that, in 
Macau, “private hospitals recei-
ve less supervision” when com-
pared to the public ones. She 
explained that this is due to the 
undeveloped information sys-

tem within the private sector. 
In addition to Zhang’s opinion 

on Macau’s hospitals, the MUST 
professor released a report yes-
terday on which she worked as a 
researcher. 

Talking about her research, 
which concerns Macau peoples’ 
health, the professor briefed that 
“many of Macau’s health indexes 
are at an advanced level globally, 
and that Macau’s medical care 
efficiency is world’s first-class.”

The professor then highlighted 
the fact that cancer is the num-
ber one cause of deaths in Ma-
cau. 

Her study found that the sur-
vival rate of such cancers as 
breast, cervical, and colon has 
been increasing in Macau in 
recent years, which follows the 
trend of Europe and the US. 

The waiting time for medical 
services has been a concern of 
local residents for a long period. 
Her study indicates that Macau’s 
waiting time for medical services 
is relatively short when compa-
red to Canada. 

Macau’s healthcare efficiency is 
also comparable to that of Hong 
Kong and Singapore, and is 
ahead of Japan’s and Europe’s, 
according to Zhang. 

Zhang Jinghua

Scholar says local 
healthcare system 
lacks transparency 

Retail sales up 12.8 
percent in Q3
The total value of retail sales during the 
third quarter of 2018 increased 12.8 
percent year-on-year to MOP18.19 
billion, according to the latest data 
from the Statistics and Census Service. 
Watches, clocks and jewelry accounted 
for 21 percent of the total value of retail 
sales, followed by goods in department 
stores (16.3 percent), adult clothing 
(13 percent), leather goods (12.3 
percent) and goods in supermarkets 
(6.6 percent). After removing the effect 
of price changes, the volume of retail 
sales grew by 11.1 percent year-on-
year in the third quarter, with marked 
increases being observed in volumes 
of communication equipment (+24.8 
percent), leather goods (+21.3 percent), 
and motor vehicles (+16 percent). Over 
the course of the first three quarters 
of 2018, the volume of retail sales 
increased 18.5 percent year-on-year.

Dog dies due 
to ‘mild power 
leakage’
A dog was found dead nearby 
a lamp post at St. Augustine 
Square on Sunday evening. In a 
statement issued yesterday, CEM 
said that its technicians “found 
that a mild power leakage was 
measured in one of the classic 
lamp posts.” The problem was 
repaired and “other lamp posts 
in the same area were also 
inspected and all were found 
in normal conditions,” CEM 
stated. At the moment, the 
incident is under investigation 
by the company. The owner of 
the dog told TDM that he filed 
a complaint in order to avoid a 
similar incident from occuring 
again, hinting that children could 
be at risk. 

Air Macau adds three new 
Airbus aircraft to fleet
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Lionel Leong (center)

Policy Address 

Leong highlights ‘good effects’ of 
economy measures, more to come
Renato Marques

To present in a more 
detailed way the econo-
mic measures planned 
by the government in 

2019, Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Lionel Leong star-
ted by positively evaluating the 
measures enforced in 2018, 
yesterday at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL). In the words of 
Leong, the measures resulted 
in outcomes such as economic 
growth of 5.6 percent in the first 
quarter of 2018, a low level of 
unemployment as well as a “sta-
ble and solid” state of the public 
finances.

According to Leong, such mea-
sures have contributed to an 
“improvement in the quality of 
life of the population.”

As for measures to enforce in 
2019, Leong presented five ca-
tegories in which the Secretariat 
will focus in the upcoming year, 
starting with the continuation of 
the participation in the “Greater 
Bay Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macau Area”. Leong noted the 
“extension of the concept of 
‘home delivery of services’,” in 
which he proposes that the ser-
vices provided by the Office of 
the Macao Trade Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM) in 
Guangzhou would be extended 
to residents and companies 
from Macau that operate in the 
Greater Bay area. The purpose, 
he said, was to attract more lo-
cal companies to the project.

Leong also noted advance-
ments made in the sector of 
Meetings, Incentives, Confe-
rences and Exhibitions (MICE) 
in which, according to data dis-
closed by Leong, “the events of 
conventions with over 1,000 
participants held in Macau, 
doubled when compared with 
last year, as well as registering 
growing income from expenses 

made by the MICE visitors.” 
He said that this justified con-

tinuous support to the sector, 
which would see the “installa-
tion of service counters at the 
Hong Kong border checkpoint” 
in order to take advantage of 
opportunities made possible by 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge.

However, most lawmakers 
were more interested in hearing 
about the gaming sector. On 
this sector, Leong said “we will 
commit ourselves to closely mo-
nitor the evolution of non-ga-
ming activities developed by the 
gaming concessionaires, urging 
them to explore their activities 
in line with the positioning of 
the World Tourism and Leisure 
Center.” 

“We will insist on a rigorous 
control over the size of the [ga-
ming] sector and in the fulfill-
ment of the principle of the an-
nual average growth rate of not 
more than 3 percent in the total 
number of gaming tables [until 
2023].”

On the topic, several lawmakers 
questioned the Secretary on how 
the government would increase 
its supervision, namely in re-

gards to the activities of gaming 
promoters (junkets).

“We are accelerating the pro-
duction and revision of legal as 
well as management regimes 
so that gaming activities will be 
conducted strictly according to 
the law and in a fair manner,” 
replied Leong, adding that spe-
cific measures would be presen-
ted in the process for the new 
gaming concessions tender.

Questioned by lawmakers José 
Pereira Coutinho and Sulu Sou 
on the process behind the analy-
sis and approval of financing 
requests by the Industrial and 
Commercial Development Fund 
(FDIC), Leong assured that the 

government “will perfect the 
mechanism, as well as the su-
pervision.” Coutinho, Sou and 
other lawmakers that pressed 
Leong for information on this 
matter were referring specifi-
cally to the funds granted to air-
line Viva Macau. 

According to the Secretary, 
there is currently an ongoing 
study that aims to “produce new 
legislation to raise the level of 
the regulations as well as the 
transparency on the operation 
of the companies that run with 
public funds.” He noted that 
such changes would promote 
“efficiency in the use of public 
money.”

The reply did not convince the 
lawmakers, who urged the Se-
cretary to disclose publicly (or 
at least to the AL) the accounts 
of such companies. However 
Leong noted that, in some cases, 
the disclosure was not possible 
due to the “nature of the busi-
nesses” and “sensitivity of the 
information.”

Secretary says casino social 
responsibility includes plastic use curb
Questioned by lawmaker Agnes Lam 

during yesterday’s plenary session at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL), Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Lionel Leong admitted that the go-
vernment has already discussed the social res-
ponsibility of the gaming industry and that at the 
time of the gaming licenses tender “will introduce 
more elements that are favorable to the environ-
ment.” 

“Yes, we are already considering that,” Leong 
said, adding, “we are [considering] how we can 
[promote] energy saving as well as recycling and 
also reduce the use of plastic. These are matters 
that we need to take into account and that are de-
finitely responsibilities of the gaming sector.”

Lam had taken the opportunity of the policy ad-

dress debate at the AL to highlight that in Macau 
there is no accurate data reflecting how much 
plastic waste is produced (namely resulting from 
plastic water bottle distribution). 

“We don’t have any statistics regarding the 
number of plastic water bottles that have been 
distributed by each casino, but I know that the 
number is huge,” she said. “The gaming sector is 
using too many resources; land resources, human 
resources and also environmental resources.”

Lam urged the government to establish and 
enforce rules that prevent the exploitation of en-
vironmental resources, noting that the license 
tender period that is fast approaching would be 
the perfect opportunity for the government to de-
mand concrete measures on the topic.

sou questions leong on ce candidacy

LAWMAKER SULU Sou ad-
dressed the plenary during the 
presentation of the policy address 
for the Secretariat of Economy 
and Finance questioning whether 
Secretary Lionel Leong intends to 
put himself forward as a candidate 
for the position of the next Chief 
Executive (CE). Sou’s question re-
ceived no reply from the Secretary, 
who ignored the question, which 
came in a sequence of topics relat-

ing to cases occurring in the or-
ganizations and institutions under 
the supervision of the Secretariat.

 
We will commit ourselves to 
closely monitor the evolution of 
non-gaming activities developed 
by the gaming concessionaires.

Lionel Leong
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corporate bits
sands china purchases goods from 
congjiang county

To further promote the de-
velopment of the industry and 
nurture talents, Wynn rolled out 
the “Leadership Acceleration 
Program” in 2016, providing a 
4-month development program 
to members of management 
across a variety of positions. 

The program is designed 

Sands China Ltd. received 
its second batch of produc-
ts from Guizhou’s Congjiang 
County yesterday at The Ve-
netian Macao’s loading bay.

The gaming operator was 
the first integrated tourism 
and leisure enterprise in Ma-

wynn recognizes graduates 
of leadership program

so participants can learn and 
practice management skills in 
a professional and open envi-
ronment. 

Wynn recently held a gra-
duation ceremony for the pro-
gram’s most recent participan-
ts. Forty-two graduates were 
presented with certificates re-
cognizing their learning efforts 
and achievements.

The program graduation ce-
remony was held at Wynn Pa-
lace, and participants shared 
that they had enhanced their 
personal management skills, 
professional knowledge and 
communications skills through 
the program. 

Since launching the program, 
Wynn has organized six rounds 
of training, with 80 team mem-
bers successfully completing 
all courses. 

Institute (IPIM), the procure-
ment drive seeks to streng-
then cooperation between en-
terprises in Congjiang County 
and Macau, and to support 
mainland China’s nationwide 
poverty alleviation work.

This latest shipment compri-
sed 5,000 kilograms of man-
darin oranges, 300 boxes of 
chili sauce and 600 boxes of 
bottled water. 

The goods were purchased 
from Congjiang through local 
Macau SME suppliers Produ-
tos Alimentares de Restaura-
cao Man Seng Limitada and 
Tak Seng Hang. 

Sands China pledged in a 
statement that it will continue 
to  explore and expand the 
range of agricultural products 
purchased from Congjiang in 
the future.

to upgrade participants’ 
planning, organizing and com-
municating capabilities, the 
gaming operator noted in a 
statement.

The courses combine theory 
and practical applications, and 
include overseas training and 
a series of internal courses 

cau to purchase goods from 
the company, and with this 
shipment, is now the first to 
purchase fresh produce as 
well, the company noted in a 
statement. 

Initiated by the Macao Tra-
de and Investment Promotion 

Las Vegas is now 
home to the ‘world’s 
biggest’ weed store
Craig Giamonna

Come for the giant neon 
lotus flowers, stay for 
the weed. That’s the pit-
ch from Planet 13, a Las 

Vegas marijuana dispensary that 
bills itself as the world’s largest. 
Housed in a 3,700-square-meter 
building — with retail space, back 
offices and room for weed culti-
vation — the store opened earlier 
this month just off the Strip in the 
shadow of  the Palazzo, Treasure 
Island and the Wynn.

Planet 13 embraces the gaudy 
showmanship that lures more 
than 40 million tourists to the 
desert each year to  gamble and 
party. Besides the  15-foot lotus 
blossoms on the roof, there’s a 
glowing 20-foot orb sitting in a 
fountain out front—strategically 
positioned for maximum visibili-
ty from thousands of hotel rooms 
nearby.

Planet 13 feels like someone put 
an upscale jewelry store inside 
a night club. Alongside tasteful 
wood and glass display cases, are 
the glam embellishments one as-
sociates with Las Vegas. The floor 
lights up when you step on it. 
Massive screens play trippy 3-D 
images. 

The  marijuana is displayed in 
containers designed to look like 
wine goblets; customers can grab 
a sniff or examine the buds with 
magnifying glasses. Cashiers at 
more than 40 registers wait to 
ring up bags of weed—or  edi-
bles and vape pens for gamblers 
seeking discretion. A gram of hi-
gh-grade weed sells for USD20, 
an eighth  of an ounce for about 
$60 and disposable vape pens 
cost $40. 

Las Vegas businessmen  Bob 
Groesbeck and  Larry Scheffler 
decided to open a weed store 

when Groesbeck, a former subur-
ban mayor who once opposed the 
drug, realized the state was mo-
ving toward legalization.

He acquired a license for a store 
outside the city and transferred 
it to Planet 13, so named becau-
se the “m” (for marijuana) is the 
13th letter of the alphabet. The 
company parent, Planet 13 Hol-
dings Inc., is publicly listed in 
Canada and has a market cap of 
roughly $125 million.

The store, which will eventually 
include a coffee shop and tasting 
room, cost more than $8 million 
to build and is aimed squarely at 
free-spending tourists seeking an 
upscale experience. This being 
Las Vegas, the joint is open 24/7. 
“These are the same people who 
are paying $12 for a beer and 
don’t bat an eye,” Groesbeck says. 
“We wanted to take this out of 
that head-shop mindset.”

Weed was legalized for adult use 
in Nevada last year, and stores 
have sprouted across Las Vegas. 
For some  tourists, dispensaries 
have become the first stop on the 
way into town from the airport. 
There’s no marijuana for sale on 
the Strip itself (yet), and Planet 13 
is one of the closest weed stores to 

the casinos and hotels.
Competition is ramping up 

as weed growers and retailers 
look  to cash in on Las Vegas’s 
millions of free-spending tourists. 
Green Thumb Industries, whose 
$1.6 billion market capitaliza-
tion makes it one of the nascent 
industry’s most valuable com-
panies, recently acquired Nevada 
stores and cultivation facilities 
in a deal valued at $290 million. 
That included a dispensary called 
Essence on South Las Vegas Bou-
levard, a quick cab ride from the 
main hotels.

In addition to its store, Planet 
13 owns two growing facilities, 
one housed in a former brothel 
about 120 miles north of the city. 
The company can produce about 
2,500 pounds of marijuana a year 
and uses the harvest for its Medi-
zin brand.

Smoking weed is not allowed 
in the casinos  or technically at 
Las Vegas hotels. With that in 
mind, Groesbeck is hoping local 
authorities will approve a bill ba-
cking “on-premise consumption,” 
allowing him  to add a smoking 
lounge at Planet 13.

“We want this to be a destina-
tion,” he says. Bloomberg

UK

May fights to sell 
Brexit deal to a 
skeptical country

U.K. Prime Minister 
Theresa May was star-

ting a frantic two-week race 
yesterday to convince the 
British public, and a skepti-
cal Parliament, to back the 
Brexit deal she has struck 
with the European Union.

May was gathering her Ca-
binet for a meeting hours af-
ter returning from Brussels 
with the divorce agreement 
approved by the 27 other EU 
leaders. She plans to address 
lawmakers in the House of 
Commons later in the day.

The deal needs to be appro-
ved by Parliament, but sco-
res of legislators — from both 
the opposition and May’s go-
verning Conservative Party 
— say they will oppose it.

May aims to convince them 
that the deal “honors the re-
ferendum” in 2016 that saw 
Britain vote to leave the EU.

She argues that the British 
people are sick of endless 
debates about Brexit, and 
backing the deal will allow 
“us to come together again 
as a country whichever way 
we voted.” Parliament’s vote 
is due before Christmas, 
likely the week of Dec. 10.

Brexit Secretary Stephen 
Barclay conceded that “it’s 
going to be a challenging 
vote.” But he said Britain 

would be in “choppy waters” 
if the deal was rejected.

Rejection by Parliament 
would plunge Britain into a 
political crisis just weeks be-
fore it is due to leave the EU 
on March 29.

Both Britain and the EU 
are adamant that the U.K. 
can’t renegotiate the deal, 
struck after 18 months of 
tense negotiations. May says 
“it is the best possible deal. 
It is the only deal.”

That hasn’t stopped 
pro-Brexit campaigners 
pushing for a cleaner break 
from the bloc, and pro-EU 
activists trying to stop Bri-
tain leaving at all.

On Monday, a European 
court threw out a challen-
ge from 13 Britons living in 
other EU nations seeking 
the annulment of the Brexit 
negotiations.

The 13 said they were not 
allowed to vote in the 2016 
referendum because they 
were living abroad and said 
their court case was the only 
way to avoid losing EU citi-
zenship when Britain leaves 
the EU.

The EU general court said 
that the opening of the 
Brexit negotiations had no 
direct impact on their situa-
tion. AP
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US carrier in Hong 
Kong after bombers 
fly over waters

South China Sea Watch

Christopher Bodeen, AP

A U.S. aircraft carrier docked in Hong Kong 
last week, days after a pair of American B-52 

bombers flew over the South China Sea.
The arrival of the USS Ronald Reagan and its ba-

ttle group in the Asian financial hub was seen as a 
friendly gesture ahead of a planned meeting later 
this month between President Donald Trump and 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping. That will mark the first 
time they’ve sat down together since the start of a 
bitter trade war and amid tensions over the South 
China Sea.

In late September, a Chinese destroyer came clo-
se to the USS Decatur in the South China Sea in 
what the U.S. Navy called an “unsafe and unpro-
fessional maneuver.”

Asked to comment on the incident, Rear Adm. 
Karl O. Thomas, commander of Carrier Strike 
Group 5, said the “vast majority of our interac-
tions out there at sea are very professional.”

“That was a rare, unusual occurrence,” Thomas 
told reporters at a ship-board news conference. 
“It was unfortunate and I’d like to see that not 
happen again.”

U.S. Pacific Air Forces said two B-52 bombers 
flew over the South China Sea earlier in the week, 
calling it a “routine training mission.”

NEW CONSTRUCTION ON 
REEF HELD BY CHINA

The Washington-based Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, or CSIS, reported that Chi-
na had installed a new platform on Bombay Reef, 
a remote undeveloped feature in the Chinese-
controlled Paracel Islands in the South China Sea. 
Vietnam and Taiwan also claim the reef.

The platform appears to be topped with a ra-
dome and solar panels, and its strategic location 
makes it likely it is intended to extend China’s ra-
dar or signals intelligence collection in the area, 
the report said. Bombay Reef already has a ligh-
thouse to serve as an aid to navigation.

Unlike China’s large man-made islands created 
by piling sand on top of coral reefs, installing the 
modestly sized Bombay Reef platform did not 
require inflicting major environmental damage, 
CSIS said. However, that illustrates how easily 
China could expand its footprint to other features 
such as Scarborough Shoal, which it seized from 
the Philippines in 2012, it added.

Compared to dredging and reclamation, the ins-
tallation of a modest platform would be “harder 
to prevent at the time and more difficult to rally 
international condemnation against after the 
fact,” the report said.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang said he had no information about the de-
tails of the report, while reasserting China’s right 
to carry out development on islands it claims.

XI GIVES 3-YEAR FOR TALKS ON 
‘CODE OF CONDUCT’

Chinese President Xi Jinping said negotiations 
between Beijing and Southeast Asian nations on 
a nonaggression pact to prevent clashes in the 
South China Sea could be concluded in three 
years and promised that any differences will be 
dealt with peacefully.

Xi made the assurances after holding talks with 
President Rodrigo Duterte and other officials on 
a visit to the Philippines aimed at deepening re-
lations with the American treaty ally.

Xi’s overnight visit to the Philippine capi-
tal, Manila, was his last stop on a three-nation 
swing through Asia, where he has offered infras-
tructure loans and aid and championed free tra-
de amid a rivalry for regional influence with the 
United States.

“We will continue to manage contentious is-
sues and promote maritime cooperation throu-
gh friendly consultation,” Xi said. He said Chi-
na aims to conclude the talks on the “code of 
conduct” in the disputed waters with the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations within three 
years.

CHINA, PHILIPPINES SIGN PACT 
ON GAS DEVELOPMENT

During Xi’s visit to the Philippines, the sides 
signed a “memorandum of understanding on 
cooperation on oil and gas development,” but 
officials provided few details.

Ahead of Xi’s visit, China and the Philippines 
tried to negotiate an agreement allowing joint 
oil and gas exploration in the disputed waters. 
No consensus appeared to have been reached.

“It’s a cooperation to find ways to find a solu-
tion,” Philippine Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi 
said of the agreement signed during Xi’s visit.

Filipino nationalists have warned that any 
agreement that can undermine the Philippines’ 
internationally recognized exclusive rights to 
fish and exploit resources within 200 nautical 
miles of the country’s coast would violate the 
Philippine constitution.

Beijing’s relations with Manila deteriorated 
over the territorial rifts until Duterte won the 
presidency in mid-2016 and sought to rebuild 
ties with China while criticizing U.S. security 
policies in a dramatic pivot. The administration 
of Duterte’s predecessor, Benigno Aquino III, 
had brought the territorial disputes with China 
to international arbitration and won, but China 
has ignored the outcome.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is a weekly look at recent de-
velopments in the South China Sea, where China is pitted 
against smaller neighbors in multiple disputes over islands, 
coral reefs and lagoons in waters crucial for global commer-
ce and rich in fish and potential oil and gas reserves. It is 
published on Tuesdays.

Exclusive

First gene-edited babies claimed in China

Marilynn Marchione, 
Hong Kong

A Chinese resear-
cher claims that 
he helped make 
the world’s first 

genetically edited babies — 
twin girls born this month 
whose DNA he said he al-
tered with a powerful new 
tool capable of rewriting the 
very blueprint of life.

If true, it would be a pro-
found leap of science and 
ethics.

A U.S. scientist said he 
took part in the work in 
China, but this kind of gene 
editing is banned in the 
United States because the 
DNA changes can pass to 
future generations and it 
risks harming other genes.

Many mainstream scien-
tists think it’s too unsafe to 
try, and some denounced 
the Chinese report as hu-
man experimentation.

The researcher, He 
Jiankui of Shenzhen, said 
he altered embryos for se-
ven couples during fertility 
treatments, with one preg-
nancy resulting thus far. 
He said his goal was not to 

cure or prevent an inherited 
disease, but to try to bes-
tow a trait that few people 
naturally have — an ability 
to resist possible future in-
fection with HIV, the AIDS 
virus.

He said the parents invol-
ved declined to be identified 
or interviewed, and he wou-
ld not say where they live or 
where the work was done.

There is no independent 
confirmation of He’s claim, 
and it has not been pub-
lished in a journal, where 
it would be vetted by other 
experts. He revealed it yes-
terday in Hong Kong to one 
of the organizers of an in-
ternational conference on 
gene editing that is set to 
begin today, and earlier in 
exclusive interviews with 
The Associated Press.

“I feel a strong respon-
sibility that it’s not just to 
make a first, but also make 
it an example,” He told the 
AP. “Society will decide 
what to do next” in terms of 
allowing or forbidding such 
science.

Some scientists were as-
tounded to hear of the claim 
and strongly condemned it.
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Exclusive

First gene-edited babies claimed in China

It’s “unconscionable [...] an ex-
periment on human beings that 
is not morally or ethically defen-
sible,” said Dr. Kiran Musunu-
ru, a University of Pennsylvania 
gene editing expert and editor of 
a genetics journal.

“This is far too premature,” 
said Dr. Eric Topol, who heads 
the Scripps Research Transla-
tional Institute in California. 
“We’re dealing with the ope-
rating instructions of a human 
being. It’s a big deal.”

However, one famed geneti-
cist, Harvard University’s Geor-
ge Church, defended attempting 
gene editing for HIV, which he 
called “a major and growing pu-
blic health threat.”

“I think this is justifiable,” 
Church said of that goal.

In recent years scientists have 
discovered a relatively easy way 
to edit genes, the strands of DNA 
that govern the body. The tool, 
called CRISPR-cas9, makes it 
possible to operate on DNA to 
supply a needed gene or disable 
one that’s causing problems.

It’s only recently been tried in 
adults to treat deadly diseases, 
and the changes are confined to 
that person. Editing sperm, eggs 
or embryos is different — the 
changes can be inherited. In the 

U.S., it’s not allowed except for 
lab research. China outlaws hu-
man cloning but not specifically 
gene editing.

He Jiankui, who goes by “JK,” 
studied at Rice and Stanford 
universities in the U.S. before 
returning to his homeland to 
open a lab at Southern Univer-
sity of Science and Technology 
of China in Shenzhen, where 
he also has two genetics com-
panies.

The U.S. scientist who worked 
with him on this project after He 
returned to China was physics 
and bioengineering professor 
Michael Deem, who was his ad-
viser at Rice in Houston. Deem 
also holds what he called “a 
small stake” in — and is on the 
scientific advisory boards of — 
He’s two companies.

The Chinese researcher said he 
practiced editing mice, monkey 
and human embryos in the lab 
for several years and has applied 
for patents on his methods.

He said he chose embryo gene 
editing for HIV because these 
infections are a big problem in 
China. He sought to disable a 
gene called CCR5 that forms 
a protein doorway that allows 
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, 
to enter a cell.

All of the men in the project 
had HIV and all of the women 
did not, but the gene editing 
was not aimed at preventing the 
small risk of transmission, He 
said. The fathers had their infec-
tions deeply suppressed by stan-
dard HIV medicines and there 
are simple ways to keep them 
from infecting offspring that do 
not involve altering genes.

Instead, the appeal was to offer 
couples affected by HIV a chan-
ce to have a child that might be 
protected from a similar fate.

He recruited couples through 
a Beijing-based AIDS advocacy 
group called Baihualin. Its lea-
der, known by the pseudonym 
“Bai Hua,” told the AP that it’s 
not uncommon for people with 
HIV to lose jobs or have trouble 
getting medical care if their in-
fections are revealed.

Here is how He described the 
work:

The gene editing occurred 
during IVF, or lab dish fertiliza-
tion. First, sperm was “washed” 
to separate it from semen, the 
fluid where HIV can lurk. A 
single sperm was placed into a 
single egg to create an embryo. 
Then the gene editing tool was 
added.

When the embryos were 3 to 

5 days old, a few cells were re-
moved and checked for editing. 
Couples could choose whether 
to use edited or unedited em-
bryos for pregnancy attempts. 
In all, 16 of 22 embryos were 
edited, and 11 embryos were 
used in six implant attempts 
before the twin pregnancy was 
achieved, He said.

Tests suggest that one twin had 
both copies of the intended gene 
altered and the other twin had 
just one altered, with no eviden-
ce of harm to other genes, He 
said. People with one copy of the 
gene can still get HIV, although 
some very limited research sug-
gests their health might decline 
more slowly once they do.

Several scientists reviewed 
materials that He provided to 
the AP and said tests so far are 
insufficient to say the editing 
worked or to rule out harm.

They also noted evidence that 
the editing was incomplete and 
that at least one twin appears to 
be a patchwork of cells with va-
rious changes.

“It’s almost like not editing at 
all” if only some of certain cells 
were altered, because HIV infec-
tion can still occur, Church said.

Church and Musunuru ques-
tioned the decision to allow 
one of the embryos to be used 
in a pregnancy attempt, becau-
se the Chinese researchers said 
they knew in advance that both 
copies of the intended gene had 
not been altered.

“In that child, there really was 
almost nothing to be gained in 
terms of protection against HIV 
and yet you’re exposing that 
child to all the unknown safety 
risks,” Musunuru said.

The use of that embryo sugges-
ts that the researchers’ “main 
emphasis was on testing editing 
rather than avoiding this disea-
se,” Church said.

Even if editing worked per-
fectly, people without normal 
CCR5 genes face higher risks 
of getting certain other viru-
ses, such as West Nile, and of 
dying from the flu. Since there 
are many ways to prevent HIV 
infection and it’s very treatable 
if it occurs, those other medical 
risks are a concern, Musunuru 
said.

There also are questions about 

the way He said he proceeded. 
He gave official notice of his 
work long after he said he star-
ted it — on Nov. 8, on a Chinese 
registry of clinical trials.

It’s unclear whether partici-
pants fully understood the pur-
pose and potential risks and be-
nefits. For example, consent for-
ms called the project an “AIDS 
vaccine development” program.

The Rice scientist, Deem, said 
he was present in China when 
potential participants gave their 
consent and that he “absolutely” 
thinks they were able to unders-
tand the risks.

Deem said he worked with He 
on vaccine research at Rice and 
considers the gene editing simi-
lar to a vaccine.

“That might be a layman’s way 
of describing it,” he said.

Both men are physics experts 
with no experience running hu-
man clinical trials.

The Chinese scientist, He, said 
he personally made the goals 
clear and told participants that 
embryo gene editing has never 
been tried before and carries 
risks. He said he also would pro-
vide insurance coverage for any 
children conceived through the 
project and plans medical follow- 
up until the children are 18 and 
longer if they agree once they’re 
adults.

Further pregnancy attempts 
are on hold until the safety of 
this one is analyzed and experts 
in the field weigh in, but partici-
pants were not told in advance 
that they might not have a chan-
ce to try what they signed up 
for once a “first” was achieved, 
He acknowledged. Free fertility 
treatment was part of the deal 
they were offered.

He sought and received appro-
val for his project from Shen-
zhen Harmonicare Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital, which 
is not one of the four hospitals 
that He said provided embryos 
for his research or the pregnan-
cy attempts.

Some staff at some of the other 
hospitals were kept in the dark 
about the nature of the research, 
which He and Deem said was 
done to keep some participants’ 
HIV infection from being disclo-
sed.

“We think this is ethical,” said 
Lin Zhitong, a Harmonicare ad-
ministrator who heads the ethi-
cs panel.

Any medical staff who handled 
samples that might contain HIV 
were aware, He said. An em-
bryologist in He’s lab, Qin Jin-
zhou, confirmed to the AP that 
he did sperm washing and injec-
ted the gene editing tool in some 
of the pregnancy attempts.

The study participants are not 
ethicists, He said, but “are as 
much authorities on what is cor-
rect and what is wrong because 
it’s their life on the line.”

“I believe this is going to help 
the families and their children,” 
He said. If it causes unwanted 
side effects or harm, “I would 
feel the same pain as they do 
and it’s going to be my own res-
ponsibility.” AP

 The 
researcher, 
He Jiankui of 
Shenzhen, 
said he altered 
embryos for 
seven couples 
during fertility 
treatments, with 
one pregnancy 
resulting thus 
far
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Dolce&Gabbana fiasco shows 
importance, risks of China market
Ken Moritsugu 
& Colleen Barry, Beijing

Don’t mess with China and 
its growing cadre of power-

ful luxury consumers.
Dolce&Gabbana learned that 

lesson the hard way when it 
faced a boycott after Chinese 
expressed outrage over what 
were seen as culturally insensi-
tive videos promoting a major 
runway show in Shanghai and 
subsequent posts of insulting 
comments in a private Insta-
gram chat.

The company blamed hackers 
for the anti-Chinese insults, but 
the explanation felt flat to many 
and the damage was done. The 
Milan designers cancelled the 
Shanghai runway show, meant 
as a tribute to China, as their 
guest list of Asian celebrities 
quickly joined the protests.

Then, as retailers pulled their 
merchandise from shelves and 
powerful e-commerce sites dele-
ted their wares, co-founders Do-
menico Dolce and Stefano Ga-
bbana went on camera — dwar-
fed against the larger backdrop 
of an ornate red wall-covering 
— to apologize to the Chinese 
people.

“We will never forget this ex-
perience, and it will definitely 
never happen again,” a solemn- 
looking Gabbana said in a video 
statement posted Friday on so-
cial media.

The apology video, and the 
sharp public backlash that de-
manded it, shows the impor-
tance of the Chinese market and 
the risks of operating in it. More 
broadly, it highlights the huge 
and still-growing influence of 
China, a country that cannot be 
ignored as it expands economi-
cally, militarily and diplomati-
cally.

These trends are intertwined 
in frequent outbursts of natio-
nalist sentiment among con-
sumers who feel slighted by 
foreign brands or their gover-
nments. It’s not the first time a 
company has apologized, and it 
surely won’t be the last. Merce-
des-Benz did so in February for 
featuring a quote by the Dalai 
Lama on its Instagram account.

For Dolce&Gabbana, it could 
be mark the end of its growth 
in China, a crucial market for 
global luxury brands that it has 
cultivated since opening its first 
store in 2005 and where it now 
has 44 boutiques.

“I think it is going to be im-
possible over the next couple of 
years for them to work in Chi-
na,” said Cary Cooper, a profes-
sor of organizational psychology 
and health at Manchester Uni-
versity in England. “When you 
break this kind of cultural co-
des, then you are in trouble. The 
brand is now damaged in China, 

and I think it will be damaged in 
China until there is lost memory 
about it.”

London-based Brand Finan-
ce consultancy estimates that 
the scandal could wipe up to 
20 percent off the Dolce&Ga-
bbana brand’s value of USD937 
million, which already places it 
out of the top 50 global apparel 
brands. They are 36th among all 
Italian brands, extending to sec-
tors like automotive.

That could shake Dolce&Ga-
bbana’s financial health. The 
privately held company does 
not release its individual sales 
figures. But Chinese consumers 
are responsible for a third of all 
luxury spending around the glo-
be, according to a recent study 
by Bain consultancy. That will 
grow to 46 percent of forecast 
sales of an estimated 365 billion 
euros ($412 billion) by 2025, 
fueled by millennials and the 
younger Generation Z set, who 
will make a growing percentage 
of their purchases online.

“Without China, the hinterland 
for growth, D&G will obviously 
be in a weak competitive posi-
tion and in danger of being eli-
minated,” the Chinese business 
magazine New Fortune said in a 
social media post Sunday. “This 
is one of the major reasons why 
D&G finally lowered its head. 
They really cannot survive wi-
thout the Chinese market.”

While Dolce&Gabbana has dis-
played a knack for social media 
engagement, inviting millen-
nial influencers with millions 
of collective followers to sit in 
their front rows or walk in their 
shows, that engagement has 
been a double-edged sword. Pop 
idol Karry Wang, who has drawn 
hundreds of screaming Chine-
se fans to the designer’s Milan 

showroom for season runway 
shows, was one of the first to di-
savow the brand, saying he was 
ending his role as Asia-Pacific 
brand ambassador.

Dolce found himself on the de-
fensive several years ago after 
Elton John lashed out for com-
ments that suggested he did not 
support gay couples using sur-
rogate mothers to have children. 
At the time, more than 67,000 
tweets urged #boycottdolce-
gabbana, while Courtney Love 
vowed to burn her Dolce&Ga-
bbana garb and Martina Navra-
tilova pledged to trash her D&G 
shirts.

Gabbana, who has 1.6 million 
Instagram followers, faced a 
more contained backlash earlier 
this year when he responded to 
a collage of Selena Gomez pho-
tos on Instagram with the com-
ment, “She’s really ugly.”

Celebrities took to social media 
Wednesday to blast Dolce&Ga-
bbana and said they would boy-
cott the show, which was cance-
led. By Thursday, the company’s 
goods had disappeared from 
major e-commerce websites. 
The prevailing sentiment was 
captured by an airport duty-free 
shop that posted a photo of its 
shelves emptied of D&G produc-
ts: “We have to show our stance. 
We are proud to be Chinese.”

The rapid escalation into a 
public relations disaster was 
fueled by social media. Indivi-
duals posted videos of themsel-
ves cutting up or burning their 
Dolce&Gabbana clothes, or pi-
cking them up with chopsticks 
and putting them in the trash. A 
parody of the offending Dolce&-
Gabbana videos, which featured 
a Chinese woman using chops-
ticks to eat pizza and an oversi-
zed cannoli, shows a white man 

trying to eat Chinese food with a 
fork and knife. At least three rap 
bands took up the cause with 
new songs.

“Companies that don’t respect 
us don’t deserve our respect,” 
Wang Zixin, team leader of CD 
Rev, a nationalist rap band, said 
by phone from Chengdu, the 
capital of Sichuan province. Its 
new song had been viewed more 
than 850,000 times on Weibo.

“We hope people will remem-
ber companies that have ever 
insulted China, and not forget 
about them when the fallout 
passes,” Wang said.

That sense of pride reflects a 
nationalism that has been en-
couraged by the government, 
often in disputes China has with 
other countries over other fo-
reign products.

Sales by Japanese automakers 
plunged in 2012 amid tensions 
between islands both countries 
claim in the East China Sea. The 
clash also illustrated the com-
plexity of Chinese sentiment: 
Industry analysts said buyers 

didn’t want to be seen in Japa-
nese auto showrooms but went 
ahead with planned purchases 
once tensions had passed.

More recently, several foreign 
companies ran afoul of Beijing’s 
insistence that they explicitly 
refer to Taiwan, a self-gover-
ning territory, as part of China. 
Many complied, showing how 
important the Chinese market 
has become.

Delta, American and other air-
lines agreed to refer to Taiwan 
as part of China, and Zara now 
says “Taiwan, China” on its we-
bsite after regulators criticized 
the fashion brand for calling 
Taiwan a country. Marrio-
tt announced it “respects and 
supports” China’s sovereignty 
after it was ordered to shut its 
China website for a week.

Actor Richard Gere, a suppor-
ter of the Dalai Lama, has told 
The Hollywood Reporter that 
movie studios balk at hiring him 
for fear of an official or public 
backlash that might affect ticket 
sales in China.

It remains unclear whether the 
D&G mea culpa video will stop 
the backlash — or if it will have 
implications for Made-in-Italy 
at large. The scandal erupted as 
Italy’s high-end furniture and 
design companies were making 
an annual presentation in Shan-
ghai and as Miu Miu, the Prada 
Group’s little sister line, showed 
its cruise line in Shanghai.

Italian designers have so far 
refrained from comment. Dolce 
& Gabbana has remained cons-
picuously outside of the Italian 
Fashion Chamber, which orga-
nizes fashion weeks and acts as 
a lobby for the fashion industry.

Brand Finance’s luxury ex-
pert, Alex Haigh, said the scale 
of the Chinese reaction risked 
contagion in other markets, but 
that the brand could get ahead 
of the scandal if it makes sin-
cere change. “They have made 
a big storm for themselves,” he 
said. “They need to wait a few 
months, and potentially do so-
mething like Volkswagen, when 
it had the emission scandal and 
repositioned itself as a more en-
vironmentally friendly electric-
vehicle-first brand. Sometimes 
these issues can be a focal point 
for change.”

Italian commentators mused 
whether the Dolce&Gabbana 
protests were truly spontaneous 
or if there was some level of go-
vernment control behind them. 
The government has publicly 
said the spat had no diplomatic 
element and would not com-
ment.

“Anywhere in the world, an en-
trepreneur can make a mistake, 
use inappropriate language. 
Usually it is the consumers and 
the market to decide the seriou-
sness of the offense,” the Milan 
daily Corriere della Sera wrote 
in a commentary. “Only in China 
is one forced to produce a humi-
liating video with public self-cri-
ticism, like in the time of Mao’s 
revolution. Now China feels 
powerful and is applying re- 
education on a global scale.” AP

 It highlights 
the growing 
influence 
of China, a 
country that 
cannot be 
ignored as 
it expands 
economically, 
militarily and 
diplomatically
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Officials cautious as they look 
to recover American body

New Zealand

145 pilot whales die in stranding on beach
All of the 145 pilot 

whales that stranded 
themselves on a remote 
New Zealand beach have 
died.

However, conserva-
tion workers are hoping 
to save some of the eight 
pygmy killer whales that 
remained stranded yes-
terday at the other end of 
the country in an unrela-
ted event.

A hiker discovered the 
pilot whales in two pods 
about 2 kilometers  apart 
late Saturday on Stewart 
Island. About 75 were al-
ready dead and conserva-
tion workers decided to 
euthanize the others due 
to their poor condition 
and remote location.

Only about 375 people 

live on Stewart Island, 
which is also called Rakiu-
ra. The whales were found 
at Mason’s Bay about 35 
kilometers from the main 
township of Oban.

“You feel for the ani-
mals, it’s just a really sad 
event,” said Ren Leppens, 
the Rakiura operations 
manager for the Depart-
ment of Conservation. 
“It’s the kind of thing you 
don’t want to see. You 
wish you could unders-
tand the reasoning why 
the whales strand better, 
so you could intervene.”

Leppens said the whales 
were half buried in sand 
and not in good health, 
indicating they had been 
there for perhaps a day 
before they were found. 

He said staff shot the 
whales and the carcasses 
would be left where they 
were for nature to take its 
course.

Meanwhile, on Sunday, 
10 pygmy killer whales 
were found stranded at 
Ninety Mile Beach on the 
North Island. Two have 
since died, and staff plan 
to try and refloat the re-
maining eight.

Whale strandings are re-
latively common in New 
Zealand during the Sou-
thern Hemisphere spring 
and summer. It’s believed 
strandings can be caused 
by a number of factors, 
such as the whales trying 
to escape predators, 
falling ill, or navigating 
incorrectly. AP

Indian officials have 
traveled repeatedly in re-
cent days near the remote 
island where an Ameri-

can missionary was killed by 
people who have long resisted 
the outside world. But they 
have not set foot onto Nor-
th Sentinel Island since the 
killing, and it remains unclear 
if they will.

“They are a treasure,” Depen-
dera Pathak, director-general 
of police on the Andaman and 
Nicobar island groups, said of 
the Sentinelese people. “We 
cannot go and force our way 
in. We don’t want to harm 
them.”

The Sentinelese, who scho-
lars believe are descendants of 
Africans who migrated to the 
area about 50,000 years ago, 
survive on the small, forested 
island by hunting, fishing and 
gathering wild plants. Almost 
nothing is known of their li-
ves, except that they attack 
outsiders with spears or bows 
and arrows.

American John Allen Chau 
was killed by islanders in mid-
November after paying fisher-
men to smuggle him to the 
island, where outsiders are 
effectively forbidden by In-
dian law. The fishermen told 
authorities that they saw the 
Sentinelese bury Chau’s body 
on the beach. The notes Chau 
left behind say he wanted to 
bring Christianity to the islan-
ders.

A boat carrying police and 
other officials approached 
North Sentinel on Friday and 

Saturday, watching the Senti-
nelese through binoculars. On 
Saturday the tribesmen were 
armed with spears and bows 
and arrows, but they did not 
attempt to shoot them at the 
authorities, Pathak said.

“We watched them from a 
distance and they watched us 

from a distance,” he said.
Officials have not given up 

on recovering the body, he 
said. But they are moving very 
gingerly, studying the 2006 
killing of fishermen whose 
boat had drifted onto the is-
land.

“We are looking carefully at 

what happened then, and what 
[the Sentinelese] did,” he said. 
“We are consulting anthro-
pologists to see what kind of 
friendly gesture we can make.”

The islanders buried the two 
fishermen on the beach in 
2006, but dug up the corpses 
after a few days and propped 
them upright. Authorities 
apparently never recovered 
those bodies, and the killings 
were never investigated.

There has been no significant 
contact with the Sentinelese 
for generations. Anthropolo-
gists used to occasionally drop 
off gifts of coconuts and bana-
nas, but even those visits were 
stopped years ago.

Anthropologist P.C. Joshi 
said he understands why au-
thorities want to recover the 
body.

“If there is a death, then 
the cause of death should be 
known. It’s important,” said 
Joshi, a professor at Delhi 
University.

“Of course, we can’t prosecu-
te” the islanders if they killed 
Chau, he said. Plus, he noted, 
it may already be too late to 
learn much from the body, 
since the heat and humidity 
on North Sentinel will cause 
rapid decomposition.

“Ultimately, it’s becoming 
futile,” he said.

TEN YEARS AFTER 
MUMBAI ATTACK

As Mumbai marked the 10th 
anniversary of attacks that 
killed 166 in India’s financial 
capital yesterday, the United 

States made a new reward 
offer for information on the 
2008 siege.

The Pakistani gunmen who 
waged the attack were killed 
or captured.

But U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said that those 
who planned the attack had 
not been convicted. He cal-
led on Pakistan to implement 
sanctions against those res-
ponsible and said the U.S. was 
offering a new USD5 million 
reward and was committed to 
seeing those responsible face 
justice.

On Nov. 26, 2008, gunmen 
staged coordinated attacks in 
the heart of Mumbai. They 
targeted two luxury hotels, a 
Jewish center, a tourist res-
taurant and a crowded train 
station in three days of carna-
ge.

India blamed the attack on 
the Pakistani militant group 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, throwing re-
lations between the nuclear- 
armed neighbors into a tails-
pin. Indian officials accused 
Pakistan’s intelligence agency 
of working with the militant 
group to mastermind the atta-
ck — an allegation Islamabad 
denied.

“We call upon all coun-
tries, particularly Pakistan, 
to uphold their U.N. Security 
Council obligations to imple-
ment sanctions against the 
terrorists responsible for this 
atrocity, including Lashkar-e-
Taiba and its affiliates,” Pom-
peo said in a statement.

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi paid tribute to 
those who lost their lives in 
the attacks.

“Our solidarity with the be-
reaved families. A grateful 
nation bows to our brave po-
lice and security forces who 
valiantly fought the terrorists 
during the Mumbai attacks,” 
he said in a statement. MDT/AP

Pilot whales lie beached at Mason Bay, Rakiura on Stewart Island, New Zealand
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Bertolucci pictured in 2012 The director in 1972

Obituary

Oscar-winning director 
Bernardo Bertolucci dies at 77
Nicole Winfield, Rome 

Italian film-maker Bernar-
do Bertolucci, who won Os-

cars with “The Last Emperor” 
and whose erotic drama “Last 
Tango in Paris” enthralled and 
shocked the world, died yester-
day. He was 77.

Bertolucci’s press office, Punto 
e Virgola, confirmed the death 
in an email to The Associated 
Press. Italy’s state-run RAI said 
Bertolucci died at his home in 
Rome, surrounded by family.

“He will be remembered 
among the greatest in Italian 
and world film,” the Venice Film 
Festival, which awarded Ber-
tolucci a lifetime achievement 
award in 2007, said in a state-
ment.

Bertolucci’s movies often ex-
plored the sexual relations 
among characters stuck in a 
psychological crisis, as in “Last 
Tango.” The self-professed Mar-
xist also did not shy away from 
politics and ideology, as in “The 
Conformist,” which some critics 
consider Bertolucci’s masterpie-
ce.

Despite working with A-list 
American and international 
stars, Bertolucci always defen-
ded his own film-making style 
against what he said was the 
pressure of the U.S. film indus-
try. He maintained critical suc-
cess for most of his career, wea-
thering the controversies that 
his sexually provocative work 
would stir and some commer-
cial flops.

“When it comes to commer-
cial cinema, I have the strange 
pleasure of feeling that I’m from 

another tribe, an infiltrator,” he 
told Italian daily Corriere della 
Sera in 1990. He was honored 
for lifetime achievement at the 
Cannes film festival in 2011.

Bertolucci’s movies also bore 
the imprint of the director’s own 
experiences in psychoanalysis. 
He always said that making fil-
ms was his way of communica-
ting with the audience. It was his 
personal language.

“Maybe I’m an idealist, but I 
still think of the movie theater 
as a cathedral where we all go 
together to dream the dream to-
gether,” he said upon receiving 
an award from the Director’s 
Guild of America for his 1987 
film “The Last Emperor.”

That movie handed Bertoluc-
ci his greatest success. In 1988 
it won all the nine Academy 
Awards that it had been nomi-
nated for — including best mo-
vie and best director.

The movie — the first Western 
feature film to win permission 
to shoot in Beijing’s Forbidden 
City — follows the life of China’s 
last emperor, from child-king at 
the end of the Qing Dynasty to 
war criminal and finally to an 
ordinary citizen in the People’s 
Republic.

It was filmed in the lush and 
vivid style that was one of Ber-
tolucci’s trademarks. It featured 
grandiose scenes and intimate 
moments, and a flashback struc-
ture that is typical of biopics.

Cinematographer Vittorio Sto-
raro, who often worked with 
Bertolucci and won one of his 
three Oscars with “Last Empe-
ror,” compared the director to 
William Faulkner.

“His style is not unlike that 
of Faulkner who’ll go on for 30 
pages without a period. Bernar-
do doesn’t just use the camera 
to convey just one sentence. 
Everything flows into every-
thing else,” said Storaro.

Bertolucci was born in the nor-
thern city of Parma on March 
16, 1941, the son of poet Attilio 
Bertolucci and his wife Ninet-
ta. The family moved to Rome 
when Bertolucci was 13. He had 
originally wanted to be a poet 
like his father, but later turned 
to movies.

He began his career while still 
a student at the University of 
Rome as an assistant director on 
Pier Paolo Pasolini’s film “Acca-
ttone.” A year later, in 1962, he 
made his first film “The Grim 
Reaper,” about the murder of a 
prostitute.

Soon he established himself 
as one of the brightest young 
stars of international cinema. 
By his early 30s, he had already 
directed highly acclaimed mo-
vies: “Before the Revolution” 
in 1964, a reflection on politics 
and the middle-class set in the 
director’s hometown; “The Spi-
der’s Strategem” in 1970, the 
story of a man who returns to 
the scene of the killing of his 
father, an anti-Fascist hero, to 
discover a web of lies; and “The 
Conformist,” which is based on 
an Alberto Moravia novel and 
depicts the struggle of a man, 
Jean-Louis Trintignant, to con-
form to society and expectations 
in Fascist Italy.

But it was with “Last Tango” 
that Bertolucci shot to stardom, 
and notoriety. The film, star-

ring Marlon Brando and Ma-
ria Schneider as a middle-aged 
man and younger woman who 
engage in a brutal sexual rela-
tionship in a bare Paris apart-
ment, shocked the world and 
incurred censorship in his nati-
ve country.

But its raw and improvisatio-
nal style also earned Brando and 
Bertolucci Oscar nominations 
and was likened by New Yorker 
film critic Pauline Kael to Stra-
vinsky’s “The Rite of Spring” as 
a revolutionary work of art.

The movie was banned in Italy 
just after its release in 1972, and 
was not released again until 
1987. The case went back and 
forth in the courts until the high 
criminal court banned the film 
in 1976 and ordered all copies 
confiscated and destroyed. Ber-
tolucci, Brando and Schneider, 
as well as the producer Alber-
to Grimaldi, were sentenced to 
two months in jail and a fine of 
$40 each — although the jail 
terms were suspended.

Schneider herself would say 
she was traumatized by the mo-
vie. The actress, who died in 
2011, was just 19 during filming 
and told the Daily Mail in 2007 
that a rape scene involving a 
stick of butter was included wi-
thout warning.

“I should have called my agent 
or had my lawyer come to the set 
because you can’t force someo-
ne to do something that isn’t in 
the script, but at the time, I di-
dn’t know that,” she said.

“Marlon said to me: ‘Maria, 
don’t worry, it’s just a movie,’ 
but during the scene, even 
though what Marlon was doing 

wasn’t real, I was crying real 
tears. I felt humiliated and to 
be honest, I felt a little raped, 
both by Marlon and by Berto-
lucci. After the scene, Marlon 
didn’t console me or apologize. 
Thankfully, there was just one 
take,” she said.

Bertolucci then embarked on 
his most ambitious project, a 
four-hour epic tale on the lives 
of two boys — Gerard Depar-
dieu and Robert De Niro — 
through the political upheavals 
of the past century in Italy. The 
movie — “1900” — won some 
critical praise, but ended up a 
spectacular commercial flop.

Bertolucci’s later movies in-
cluded “The Sheltering Sky,” 
featuring Debra Winger and 
John Malkovich as an American 
couple trying to inject new life 
into their relationship during 
a trip to Africa. The 1990 work 
won Bertolucci a nomination at 
the Golden Globes.

He also directed “Little Bud-
dha” in 1993 with Keanu Ree-
ves as Siddharta; “Stealing 
Beauty” in 1996 starring Liv 
Tyler as a teenager discovering 
sex during a trip to Italy; “The 
Dreamers,” again an erotic dra-
ma set against a political ba-
ckdrop — in this case the 1968 
student riots in Paris — starring 
Eva Green and Louis Garrel 
as cinema-loving siblings who 
strike up a friendship with visi-
ting American student Michael 
Pitt. The film featured full-fron-
tal male nudity but was released 
uncut in the United States.

Bertolucci was married to 
the English writer and direc-
tor Clare Peploe. They had no 
children. Peploe is the sister 
of Mark Peploe, a screenwriter 
and close friend of Bertolucci’s 
who worked with the director 
on a number of projects.

Punto e Virgola, the press offi-
ce, said details of funeral plans 
are not yet finalized but that it 
expects a ceremony in the next 
few days. AP
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Iranian authorities said 
yesterday that the number 

of injured in the magnitude 
6.3 earthquake in western Iran 
the previous night has risen to 
716. No fatalities were repor-
ted from the temblor.

According to Iran’s state te-
levision, most of the injured 
were immediately released 
from hospitals and suffe-
red only slight injuries in the 
quake on Sunday night. The 
TV said 37 remained hospita-
lized.

It said more than 160 after-
shocks occurred in the region, 
including two quakes stronger 
than magnitude 5. Dozens of 
rescue teams and several res-
cue dogs were deployed to the 
region.

The TV showed footage of 
hospitalized people. Dr. Hos-
sein Rahnimi, the head of a 
local hospital, said many of 
the injured also suffered panic 
attacks.

The earthquake struck wes-
tern Iran near its border with 
Iraq, damaging buildings 
and sending fearful residents 
running into the streets.

It hit near the town of Sarpol-e 
Zahab in Iran’s Kermanshah 
province, which was the epi-
center of an earthquake last 
year that killed more than 600 
people and where some still 
remain homeless.

That earthquake had a mag-
nitude of 7.3 and also injured 
more than 9,000 people.

Sunday’s temblor also dow-
ned power lines and caused 
brief power outages into the 
night as temperatures hovered 
around 8 degrees Celsius.

The quake struck just after 
8 p.m. in Iran, meaning most 
were still awake at the time 
and able to quickly flee.

The region, nestled in the Za-
gros Mountains, largely rebui-
lt in recent decades after Iran 
and Iraq’s ruinous 1980s war, 
saw many buildings collapse 
or sustain major damage in the 
2017 quake.

Iran is located on major seis-
mic faults and experiences an 
earthquake per day on avera-
ge. In 2003, a magnitude 6.6 
earthquake flattened the his-
toric city of Bam in southern 
Iran, killing 26,000 people. AP

Iran

Number of injured in 6.3 
magnitude quake rises to 716

The debris of a military helicopter that crashed with five soldiers on board is seen 
on the ground in an Istanbul neighborhood

Turkey

Military helicopter 
crashes in Istanbul; 
four soldiers killed
Four Turkish soldiers 

died while another 
was fighting for life 
after their helicopter 

crashed yesterday into a resi-
dential area of Istanbul.

Even though the helicopter 
struck a four-storey building 
before crashing, there were no 
civilian casualties, according to 
the state-run Anadolu Agency.

The UH-1 helicopter, which 
was on a training flight, ended 
up on a street in Istanbul’s San-
caktepe neighborhood — on the 
Asian side of the city that stra-
ddles two continents — while 
trying to make an emergency 
landing, Defense Minister Hu-
lusi Akar told reporters at the 
scene of the crash.

The helicopter appeared to 
have turned over and debris 
from the crash scattered arou-
nd the street, according to vi-
deo footage from the scene.

Akar said the pilot appeared 
to be trying to land the heli-
copter, which was on its way to 
the air force base of Samandira, 
near Sancaktepe, on an empty 
plot of land in order to prevent 
civilian deaths.

“They tried to make an emer-
gency landing for a reason that 
we do not know yet,” the minis-
ter said. “[The helicopter] was 
very close to the air base, but 

unfortunately could not make 
it back.”

The dead servicemen included 
two officers and two non-com-
missioned officers, Akar told 
reporters. The injured service-
man, a sergeant, was in serious 
condition and facing an opera-
tion.

An investigation into the cau-
se of the crash has been laun-
ched, he said. AP
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A Vermont woman 
whose family peaco-
ck ran off with a flock 
of turkeys says she’s 
hopeful to get close 
enough to catch it 
with a net.

The peacock be-
longing to Rene and 
Brian Johnson has 
been on the run for 
six weeks.

Last week, the 
Johnsons posted 
a message on the 
Vermont Fish and 
Wildlife Facebook 
page: “My peacock 
has run off with the turkeys. Do you have any suggestions on how 
to catch the little twerp?”

Rene Johnson told WCAX-TV she thinks the bird she calls Pea was 
lonely so it sought turkey companions.

Johnson said Friday she got close to Pea on Thanksgiving Day, 
but couldn’t catch it.

Johnson says she’s worried about the cold, but she recognizes the 
unusual situation, which she says is “kind of funny, actually.”

 Offbeat
Vermont couple looking for family 
peacock among the turkeys

The French President, Charles de Gaulle, has for a second 
time said he will veto Britain’s application to join the Com-
mon Market.

He warned France’s five partners in the European Eco-
nomic Community (EEC) that if they tried to impose British 
membership on France it would result in the break-up of the 
community.

All five - Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Italy 
and Germany - have said they would support negotiations 
towards British membership.

Only France remains opposed.
At a news conference at the Elysee Palace in Paris, atten-

ded by more than 1,000 diplomats, civil servants and minis-
ters as well as journalists, General de Gaulle accused Britain 
of a “deep-seated hostility” towards European construction.

He said London showed a “lack of interest” in the Common 
Market and would require a “radical transformation” before 
joining the EEC.

“The present Common Market is incompatible with the 
economy, as it now stands, of Britain,” he said.

He went on to list a number of aspects of Britain’s eco-
nomy, from working practices to agriculture, which he said 
made Britain incompatible with Europe.

Hopes that he might offer clear terms for associate mem-
bership were also dashed. He said France would back com-
mercial exchanges with Britain - “be it called association or 
by any other name” - but that was all.

His remarks were greeted with dismay in Europe, where 
it is feared an open crisis within the EEC is now inevitable.

General de Gaulle’s position has hardly changed since he 
first vetoed Britain’s application to join in 1963.

He leaves the British Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, with no 
realistic hope of taking Britain into Europe in the near future.

All three political parties are committed to joining the EEC, 
and the news of General de Gaulle’s continuing intransigen-
ce on the issue was met with gloom in Westminster.

The only group which was pleased with the General’s com-
ments were anti-European campaigners.

They called on the prime minister to withdraw Britain’s 
application immediately.

Only then, they said, could a “humiliating” inquiry into the 
UK’s economic affairs be avoided when Common Market 
foreign ministers meet to consider Britain’s application for-
mally next month.

Mr Wilson himself said he would not countenance what he 
called “peevish reactions” which might jeopardise Britain’s 
relations with France or the other five EEC countries.

Courtesy BBC News

1967 De Gaulle says 
	  ‘non’ to Britain - again

In context
Harold Wilson waited two days before replying to General de Gaulle’s 
statement.
He made a 16-point rebuttal of the French leader’s statement and ruled 
out any offers of associate membership.
He also said Britain would press ahead with its application for full mem-
bership of the Common Market.
After General de Gaulle fell from power in 1969, Britain applied a third 
time, and was accepted.
On 1 January 1973 the UK became a fully-fledged member of the EEC.
The European Union, as it is now known, has grown to 27 member states 
after 10 new states from eastern and southern Europe joined in May 
2004, and Bulgaria and Romania joined in January 2007.
The EU is now the world’s largest trading bloc by population, with about 
455 million citizens.
Among its achievements, the community has been responsible for estab-
lishing the Single Market in 1993 and launching a common currency, the 
Euro, in 2002.
In June 23, 2016, Britons voted in a referendum to exit the EU. The word 
Brexit entered the political and media lexicon.

what’s ON ...

Treasure of Sacred Art of St. Joseph’s 
Seminary
Time: 10am-5pm daily (closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

Mandarin’s House
Time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
Address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2896 8820

Macau Science Centre
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
Admission: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 

Monkey King
Time: 4pm & 8pm daily (except on Thursdays) 
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
Admission: MOP380, MOP480, MOP680, MOP980, 
MOP1280 
Cotai Ticketing: (853) 2882 8818 
Kong Seng Ticketing: (853) 2855 5555 

Keith Haring Maze Macau
Time: 1pm – 9pm
Until:  December 31, 2018
Venue: Cotai Expo Hall F, The Venetian Macau
Admission: MOP150
Enquiries: (853) 2882 8818 

“Style-Encounter Moment”
Time: 10am – 8pm
Until:  December 30, 2018
Venue: Macau Fashion Gallery
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 3341 

cinema

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:55

20:30
21:15
21:50
22:25
23:15
23:50
00:25
01:10
04:00
06:00

TDM News (Repeated)			 
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast		
Debate of the Governance Action Lines for 2019: 
Economy and Finance Area (Live)
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
TDM Interview
Documentary
Portuguese Serie - Madre Paula
TDM News
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
Champions League: Bayern Munique x Benfica (Live)
RTPi Live

cineteatro
22 - 28 Nov

Fantastic Beasts: the crimes of gindelwald
room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45pm
Director: David Yates 
Starring: Eddie Redmayne, Johny Depp, Jude Law
Language: English
Duration: 130min

The Cured
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30 9:30pm
Director: David Freyne 
Starring: Sam Keeley, Ellen Page,, Tom Vaughan-Lawlo
Language: English
Duration: 130min

Kamen Rider build x
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30 pm
Director: Kazuya Kamihouriuchi
Language: Japanese (Chinese) 
Duration: 112min 

My hero academia
room 3 
9:30 p.m. 
Director: Kenji Nagasaki
Language: Japanese (Chinese, English) 
Duration: 112min
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Across: 1- Secular; 5- West Pointer; 10- Sounds of disapproval; 14- Eastern nanny; 
15- ___ barrel; 16- ___ the crack of dawn; 17- NYC cultural center; 18- Souvenir; 
19- Completely without madness; 20- Judge; 22- Reporter; 24- Rejections; 25- “... 
___ the cows come home”; 26- Pool stroke; 29- Invoice no.; 32- Caterpillar rival; 36- 
Intestinal sections; 37- Each; 39- Beatty of “Superman”; 40- In spite of; 43- Son-gun 
link; 44- Leather covering for the ankle; 45- Must’ve been something ___; 46- Pilfer; 
48- Bad: Prefix; 49- Academy award; 50- ___ few rounds; 52- Joan of ___, French 
heroine; 53- River in N South America; 57- Snappy comebacks; 61- ___ Hari; 62- 
Studio sign; 64- Passport endorsement; 65- What’s ___ for me?; 66- Paris “thanks”; 
67- List finish; 68- Fork part; 69- Aquarium buildup; 70- Hard to find;
 
Down: 1- Tibetan monk; 2- Latin love; 3- Poetic foot; 4- Portable power saw; 
5- Apple centers; 6- Affirm; 7- “Runaway” singer Shannon; 8- “___ Brockovich”; 
9- Be silent, musically; 10- Scuffle; 11- 
Unwanted e-mail; 12- Japanese syllabic 
script; 13- British gun; 21- Foot digit; 23- 
Broaden; 26- Legendary ruler of Crete; 27- 
Up in the air; 28- Stiff bristles; 29- Plant 
pest; 30- ___-eyed (close to tears); 31- 
French beans?; 33- Early computer; 34- 
___-car; 35- Gardener’s tool; 37- ___ snail’s 
pace; 38- Roadster; 41- Inuit dwelling; 
42- Detect; 47- Related through males; 
49- Scrap; 51- Pueblo Indian village; 52- 
Hawk’s home; 53- Leave out; 54- Wife of a 
rajah; 55- Pack ___ (quit); 56- Like Nash’s 
lama; 57- Costa ___; 58- Comic Rudner; 
59- Nicholas II was the last Russian one; 
60- Presidents’ Day event; 63- Neighbor 
of Braz.;

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Weather
Min Max Condition

China

world

 ad

    0  
   -6  
    2  
  -15  
    2  
   -6  
    8  
   10  
    4  
    8  
   13  
    5  
   10  
   19  
   16  
   19  

   9   
   4   
  10   
  -2   
  14   
  11   
  17   
  16   
  20   
  17   
  19   
  20   
  18   
  22   
  23   
  22   

  blowing dust/clear  
  cloudy              

  smoggy/clear        
  clear               

  overcast/cloudy     
  cloudy/clear        
  cloudy/clear        

  overcast            
  clear               

  cloudy              
  cloudy              

  clear/cloudy        
  cloudy              

  overcast            
  overcast            

  cloudy              

  -6  
  2  
  4  
  3  
  5  

   flurry                        
   drizzle                       

   drizzle/overcast              
   drizzle                       

   moderate rain                  

  -4  
   4  
   9  
  10  
  12  

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

YOUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
In addition to a few personal 
conflicts, there will be quite a few 
semi-insurmountable scheduling 
conflicts that will throw a wrench 
into your plans for most of the 
day.

April 20-May 20
If you feel distanced from the 
people who really matter in your 
life, that is a problem that can be 
easily remedied. Pick up the phone, 
ask them what they’re doing for 
dinner tonight and invite them out.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
From time to time, looking deep 
inside your own heart is the very 
best way to see the truth about the 
world around you. If you feel you are 
moving into an introspective, inward-
focused time, then just go with it.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Don’t worry about creating 
quality time; just have fun. Right 
now, quantity does mean more 
than quality, no matter what the 
relationship experts on TV tell 
you.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Everything in your life is knocked 
out of its voicemail moorings 
right now and is floating around 
with little if any direction. But it’s 
easy to make lemonade out of this 
lemon-like experience ...

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
There is a fine line between 
debating and arguing, and you will 
have to be the one who keeps this 
talk on the right side of that line. 
The person you’re talking to may 
not be thinking clearly or calmly.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
This is something you should work 
on changing today. If you are in the 
midst of making a big decision, ask 
this person to help you sort things 
out. You have to invite them into your 
life if you want them to be in your life. 

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Today the cautious, humble side 
of you is telling you to stop for a 
moment to review the situation. 
Listen to this little voice inside 
of you - and don’t let yourself get 
caught up in the moment.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
An awkward silence can easily 
evolve into a long period of 
miscommunications. So if you put 
your foot in your mouth today, rely 
on honesty to dig you out of that 
hole.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
In one of your newer relationships, 
things are well on their way toward 
gaining real momentum. This 
is a partnership built on mutual 
respect and a shared sense of what 
is right.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
These extra sacrifices might be 
temporary, and if you make a big 
issue out of them, you might be 
causing more drama than you need 
in your life right now. Try to hold 
your tongue and keep the peace.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It is something that can’t be 
denied. For moral support, look 
to the people in your life who 
are always there for you. They 
are there for you now, waiting to 
help.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Koreas win UNESCO recognition 
of traditional wrestling

Football | EPL

First loss of season exposes 
Chelsea’s frailties under Sarri
Steve Douglas

It took one dreadful 
90-minute performance 

to expose the growing list of 
shortcomings in the Chel-
sea team that its coach had 
forewarned for much of the 
season.

Chelsea was fortunate to 
come away from Wembley 
Stadium with only a 3-1 loss 
to Tottenham on Saturday. 
So rampant and dominant 
were Tottenham’s players 
that the margin of victory 
could easily have been five 
or six goals.

Some will attempt to put 
this result in perspective, 
arguing that it was Chelsea’s 
first loss in 19 games this 
season and that an away 
match against Tottenham 
— a team that has made 
its best start to a Premier 
League campaign — will 
be among the toughest this 
season.

Look deeper, though, and 
there are a slew of issues 

to concern Chelsea coach 
Maurizio Sarri, who ack-
nowledged that a “problem 
is evident.”

The biggest might be that 
opponents appear to have 
figured out that shackling 
deep-lying midfielder Jor-
ginho goes a long way to 
shackling Chelsea. An off-
season arrival from Napoli, 
Jorginho dictates the way 
the team plays with his re-
lentless distribution and is 
Sarri’s brains on the field.

Dele Alli swarmed all over 
Jorginho on Saturday, for-
cing mistakes out of the 
Italy international and lea-
ding to him hitting out at 
Alli just before halftime. 
Everton did the same in a 
0-0 draw at Chelsea in the 

last round of games befo-
re the international break, 
with forward Richarlison 
dropping back to suppress 
Jorginho, who ended up 
being booked for a nasty 
scissor-tackle on Gylfi Si-
gurdsson.

The fact that nullifying 
Jorginho is so effective na-
turally switches the focus 
to N’Golo Kante, a player 
widely seen as the best mid-
field anchorman in the wor-
ld but who no longer plays 
in that position for Chelsea.

Now he plays in a more 
advanced role ahead of Jor-
ginho, which hardly gets the 
best out of the France inter-
national. He was anony-
mous against Tottenham, 
offering no attacking threat 

as the game largely passed 
him by. It seems Kante’s 
abilities are being wasted by 
Sarri.

Meanwhile, taking Jorgi-
nho out of the game means 
there is less protection for 
Chelsea’s back four. David 
Luiz, a ball-playing center 
back, has mostly had an 
easy ride this season with 
Jorginho sitting in front of 
him but he and fellow cen-
tral defender Antonio Rudi-
ger were left badly exposed 
against Tottenham.

Luiz’s defending can be 
slack at times and the way 
he turned his back to Harry 
Kane when the striker fired 
in a long-range shot for To-
ttenham’s second goal wou-
ld have disgusted Chelsea 
fans who have seen recently 
retired John Terry put his 
body on the line so often for 
the team’s cause.

With left back Marcos 
Alonso remaining very atta-
cking down his wing, there 
is a danger that Chelsea’s 

defense can be overrun.
Up front, Sarri continues 

to switch between Olivier 
Giroud and Alvaro Morata 
as the team’s sole striker 
but neither player has 
looked convincing. Giroud 
seems to bring the best out 
of Hazard but doesn’t score 
enough, with his late conso-
lation at Wembley his first 
Premier League goal of the 
season.

Morata offers more of a 
goal threat but is inconsis-
tent, with Sarri saying re-
cently that the Spain striker 
is “fragile from a mental 
point of view.”

That means there is a re-
liance on Hazard to make 

Chelsea’s attack click. Al-
though he started the sea-
son with 10 goals in his 
first 12 games for club and 
country, he has not scored 
since Oct. 7 and the burden 
of carrying the team might 
be starting to weigh him 
down.

Chelsea was overtaken by 
Tottenham in the standings 
and now is only one point 
above fifth-place Arsenal, 
with Manchester City visi-
ting Stamford Bridge early 
next month.

The honeymoon period 
under Sarri lasted three 
months. Now he is facing 
his first real test as Chelsea 
coach. AP

Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

Divided for seven de-
cades, North and Sou-
th Korea together won 
their first international 

recognition of Korean traditio-
nal wrestling yesterday.

The Koreas had earlier pushed 
separate bids for the sport’s 
UNESCO recognition before 
merging their applications amid 
an easing of tensions this year. 
Local media reports said Sou-
th Korea had first proposed the 
joint bid after a leaders’ summit 
at a Korean border village in 
April.

Yesterday, the Intergovern-
mental Committee for the Safe-
guarding of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage, meeting in Port 
Louis, decided to inscribe tra-
ditional Korean wrestling on its 
list of “Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage of Humanity” on the basis 
of an application by the two Ko-
reas, UNESCO said in a release.

“The joint inscription marks a 
highly symbolic step on the road 
to inter-Korean reconciliation,” 
UNESCO director-general Au-
drey Azoulay said. “It reminds 
us of the peace-building power 
of cultural heritage, as a bridge 
between peoples. This marks a 
victory for the longstanding and 

profound ties between both si-
des of the inter-Korean border.”

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in hailed the UNESCO ins-
cription, calling it a “result of re-
cent South-North cooperation.”

The South’s Cultural Heritage 
Administration said that the two 
Koreas have been given a new 
opportunity to further promote 
exchanges in the field of cultu-
ral heritage. It said in a state-
ment the joint nomination is the 
“fruitful outcome of a meeting” 
between Moon and Azoulay in 
October.

UNESCO said during that mee-

ting with Moon, Azoulay propo-
sed a series of concrete projects 
involving UNESCO that would 
facilitate inter-Korean recon-
ciliation. It said similar discus-
sions also took place with North 
Korea in recent weeks.

“The commitment of UNESCO 
to facilitate peace between the 
two parties has led to the joint 
inscription in a short timefra-
me,” it said.

The Koreas saw their ties im-
proved greatly since North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
reached out to Moon and U.S. 
President Donald Trump with 

a vague nuclear disarmament 
commitment early this year.

They have since marched to-
gether during the opening cere-
mony of the Olympics, exchan-
ged pop singer performances 
and taken steps toward easing a 
frontline military standoff. But 
it’s unclear how far their recon-
ciliation moves would go as U.S.-
led diplomacy aimed at stripping 
North Korea of its nuclear pro-
gram has reported headway sin-
ce Kim’s summit with Trump in 
June.

The Koreas were a single coun-
try before their separation in 

1945. Split along the world’s 
most heavily fortified border, 
the countries now have linguis-
tic, cultural and other gaps.

They use different English Ro-
manization rules. The wrestling’s 
English spelling is “ssirum” in 
North Korea and “ssireum” in 
South Korea. The Koreas use 
both spellings for their combined 
bid for UNESCO recognition.

North Korea has won UNESCO 
recognitions of two Korean cul-
tural assets — the Korean folk 
tune “Airrang” and the making 
of Kimchi. The two are among 
the 19 items that South Korea 
has received UNESCO recogni-
tion for, according to South Ko-
rean officials.

Korean wresting is a national 
sport and a popular cultural 
practice in both Koreas. In the 
sport, participants with a belt 
around their waists and thighs 
use their hands, legs and other 
body parts to bring down their 
opponents. In South Korea, it 
gained wide popularity  in the 
1980s, threatening the long- 
running popularity of baseball 
and soccer. AP

Chelsea’s team manager Maurizio Sarri yells during the English Premier 
League football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Chelsea

 Chelsea was overtaken by 
Tottenham in the standings 
and now is only one point 
above fifth-place Arsenal

 Korean 
wresting is 
a national 
sport and a 
popular cultural 
practice in both 
Koreas
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Belt & Road: Three Chinese charged 
in Kenya with bribing investigators

Three Chinese nationals will be charged by the 
country’s anticorruption authority for paying a 
bribe to influence the outcome of fraud investi-
gations, Kenya’s director of public prosecutions 
said yesterday [Macau time].

The three Chinese men work for the China 
Roads and Bridge Corp. at the Standard Gauge 
Railway in the coastal city of Mombasa, Noordin 
Haji said in a statement. Haji said the three will 
be charged with giving a bribe of USD5,000.

Part of the Chinese Belt and Road initiative, 
the majority-Chinese financed Standard Gauge 
Railway is Kenya’s largest infrastructure project 
since independence from Britain in 1963. Criti-
cs say the 610-kilometer project is overpriced 
and isn’t value for money.  In total it will cost 
$8 billion and critics have made comparisons 
to the Chinese-financed Ethiopian electric train 
to Djibouti which is 750 kilometers and cost 
$3.4billion.

70-100
Moderate

55-75
Moderate
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Asia’s liquidity squeeze is 
the worst since 2008

Liquidity is getting tight in Asia. Leave aside 
Japan, where the printing presses are still pum-
ping out yen. In rest of the region, central banks’ 
supply of currency plus bank reserves has shrunk 
7 percent in real terms since the dollar began sur-
ging in April. This is the steepest contraction in 
base money since the 11 percent fall between 
January and October of 2008.

Bank of America Merrill Lynch equity strategis-
ts recently looked at a similar measure of money 
supply for the world and asked if the squeeze was 
a harbinger of something ugly. The inflation-ad-
justed global monetary base has shrunk just five 
times since 1980, the analysts noted: in 1982, 
1990, 1998, 2001 and 2006. All five episodes ei-
ther preceded or coincided with  global  slow-
downs.

The Asian tightness is easily explained as the 
unwinding of the capital flows that came rushing 
in  after Western central banks cut interest ra-
tes to zero and expanded their balance sheets 
— first to deal with the 2008 credit contagion and 
then to try to put nominal GDP on its pre-crisis 
path. Now a stronger dollar and higher U.S. inte-
rest rates are pulling funds back.

The only major Asian equity markets that have 
seen year-to-date net inflows of foreign funds are 
China and Vietnam. Next year could be worse if 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. is right in its forecast 
of only 5 percent earnings growth for companies 
in the MSCI Asia Pacific-ex-Japan index. That’s 
half of the current consensus. 

Exports, which could mitigate the outflows by 
bringing dollar revenue into Asia from surging 
U.S. demand, are also at risk. Container rates 
of $2,652 per 40-foot box on the Hong Kong-Los 
Angeles route are the highest since 2012, ac-
cording to Drewry Shipping Consultants Ltd. But 
that’s only because everyone’s trying to rush Chi-
nese goods into America before President Do-
nald Trump ratchets up the tariff on $200 billion 
of imports from China to 25 percent at the start 
of 2019.

Should there be no trade deal by then, Nomura 
Research expects Chinese export growth to crash 
by 5.6 percentage points in the first quarter of 
2019, after a 1.8 percentage point acceleration in 
the current quarter. Meanwhile, global smartpho-
ne demand looks fatigued. Foxconn Technology 
Group, the biggest iPhone assembler, is planning 
deep spending cuts next year as demand wanes. 

If Asian central banks don’t have incoming 
dollars to buy, the only other way they can print 
money is by purchasing bonds of their govern-
ments. But fiscal policy is lax only in Malaysia 
and India, with some easing expected next year 
in China, especially if the trade war gets bloo-
dier. Other governments and central banks are 
worried about what happens when too much 
money chases too few goods: inflation. So Bank 
Indonesia has jacked up rates six times this year, 
and Jakarta has promised to hold the line on its 
budget deficit. 

Once quantitative easing ends in Europe, and 
slows in Japan, expect more liquidity tightening in 
Asia. The private sector in China and India is al-
ready squeezed for cash. In China, President Xi 
Jinping’s administration  is  cajoling the financial 
system to lend more to private-sector borrowers. 
Easier  financing for small and mid-size  firms 
has become a thorny issue in already-fraught re-
lations between the government and the central 
bank in India. 

At some stage, the spillover effect of Asia’s li-
quidity (and growth) deficit could make the U.S. 
Federal Reserve halt its rate-raising campaign. 
That respite may not come very soon.

World Views 
Andy Mukherjee, Bloomberg 

Turkey Four Turkish 
soldiers died while 
another was fighting for 
life after their helicopter 
crashed yesterday into 
a residential area of 
Istanbul. Even though 
the helicopter struck 
a four-storey building 
before crashing, 
there were no civilian 
casualties, according to 
the state-run Anadolu 
Agency. More on p15

Israel-Palestine 
The Israeli military says 
a Palestinian assailant 
rammed his car into a 
group of soldiers in the 
West Bank and was then 
shot and killed.

Ukraine Three former 
Ukrainian presidents 
have joined forces to 
oppose the motion to 
impose martial law in 
the country in the wake 
of Russia’s seizure 
of three Ukrainian 
ships and their crews. 
Current President 
Petro Poroshenko has 
reportedly reduced the 
martial law proposal to 
30 days from 60.

France President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
government vowed 
yesterday an 
“uncompromising” 
stance toward 
troublemakers who use 
protests over rising 
fuel taxes to damage 
businesses and clash 
with police — including 
in the heart of Paris, on 
the glittering Champs-
Elysees.

Mexico looked set 
to shore up security 
near its border with 
the United States 
yesterday, and local 
authorities said that 39 
migrants were arrested 
after a peaceful march 
devolved into mayhem 
when U.S. agents fired 
tear gas into Mexico 
to stop some migrants 
who tried to breach the 
international line.

Leanne Italie, New York

Mi s informa       -
tion, as opposed 

to disinformation, was 
chosen yesterday as Dic-
tionary.com’s word of the 
year on the tattered coa-
ttails of “toxic,” picked 
earlier this month for the 
same honor by Oxford 
Dictionaries in these tu-
multuous times.

Jane Solomon, a lin-
guist-in-residence at Dic-
tionary, said in a recent 
interview that her site’s 
choice of “mis” over “dis” 
was deliberate, intended 
to serve as a “call to ac-
tion” to be vigilant in the 
battle against fake news, 
flat earthers and anti-
vaxxers, among other 
conduits.

It’s the idea of intent, 
whether to inadvertently 
mislead or to do it on pur-
pose, that the Oakland, 
California-based company 
wanted to highlight. The 
company decided it would 
go high when others have 
spent much of 2018 going 
low.

“The rampant spread of 
misinformation is really 
providing new challen-
ges for navigating life in 
2018,” Solomon told The 
Associated Press ahead of 
the word of the year an-
nouncement. “Misinfor-
mation has been around 
for a long time, but over 
the last decade or so the 
rise of social media has 
really, really changed how 
information is shared. 
We believe that unders-
tanding the concept of 
misinformation is vital to 
identifying misinforma-
tion as we encounter it in 
the wild, and that could 
ultimately help curb its 
impact.”

In studying lookups on 
the site that trended this 
year, Dictionary noticed 
“our relationship with 
truth is something that 
came up again and again,” 
she said.

For example, the word 
“mainstream” popped up 
a lot, spiking in January 
as the term “mainstream 
media,” or MSM, grew to 
gargantuan proportions, 
wielded as an insult by 
some on the political ri-

ght. Other words swirling 
around the same problem 
included a lookup surge 
in February for “white lie” 
after Hope Hicks, then 
White House communica-
tions director, admitted to 
telling a few for President 
Donald Trump.

The word “Orwellian” 
surfaced in heavy lookups 
in May, after a statement 
attributed to White House 
press secretary Sarah Hu-
ckabee Sanders accused 
the Chinese government 
of “Orwellian nonsense” in 
trying to impose its views 
on American citizens and 
private companies when it 
declared that United Air-
lines, American Airlines 
and other foreign carriers 
should refer to Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macau as 
part of China in public-
facing materials, such as 
their websites.

Misinformation, Solo-
mon said, “frames what 
we’ve all been through in 
the last 12 months.” In 
that vein, the site with 

90 million monthly users 
has busied itself adding 
new word entries for “fil-
ter bubble,” ‘’fake news,” 
‘’post-fact,” ‘’post-truth” 
and “homophily,” among 
others. Other word en-
tries on the site have been 
freshened to reflect timely 
new meanings, including 
“echo chamber.”

The company’s runners- 
up for the top honor in-
clude “representation,” 
driven by the populari-
ty of the movies “Black 
Panther” and “Crazy Rich 
Asians,” along with wins 
during the U.S. midterm 
elections for Muslim wo-
men, Native Americans 
and LGBTQ candidates.

But the rise of misinfor-
mation, Solomon said, 
stretches well beyond U.S. 
borders and Facebook’s 
role in disseminating fake 
news and propaganda in 
the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal. The use of Face-
book and other social me-
dia to incite violence and 
conflict was documented 
around the globe in 2018, 
she said.

“Hate speech and rumors 
posted to Facebook faci-
litated violence against 
Rohingya Muslims in 
Myanmar, riots started in 
Sri Lanka after false news 
set the country’s Buddhist 
majority against Muslims, 
and false rumors about 
child kidnappers on Wha-
tsApp led to mob violence 
in India,” Solomon said.

The idea of “misinfode-
mics” has surfaced in the 
last several years to iden-
tify the anti-vaccination 
movement and other be-
liefs that lead to real-wor-
ld health crises, Solomon 
said. AP

Dictionary.com chooses 
‘misinformation’ as 
word of the year
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The rampant 
spread of 
misinformation 
is really 
providing 
new 
challenges 
for navigating 
life in 2018.

Jane Solomon
Linguist, Dictionary


