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‘aerial 
arts’ local 
community 
grows

China Jack Ma, co-
founder of China’s most 
valuable company, was 
officially confirmed 
as a member of the 
Communist Party 
in a state-backed 
newspaper recognizing 
business leaders for 
their contributions to the 
country’s development.

north Korea is 
accusing the Trump 
administration and some 
supporters of trying to 
“stoke confrontation” 
instead of promoting 
peace efforts by calling 
for a U.N. Security Council 
meeting to discuss human 
rights in the country.

thailand German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
is encouraging Thai Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha to lead his country 
toward democracy. 
The Thai government 
has previously said it 
would return to electoral 
democracy, but has 
repeatedly found reasons 
to postpone the polls.

PhiliPPines President 
Rodrigo Duterte accepted 
the resignation of his 
adviser on peace talks 
with insurgents and 
sacked two other officials 
due to corruption in an 
anti-poverty program 
created for insurgency-hit 
areas.

russia-uKraine 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday blamed 
the latest standoff with 
neighboring Ukraine on 
the presidential ambitions 
of Ukraine’s leader, as 
the Russian military 
announced it was boosting 
its defenses in Crimea. 
More on p14
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coloane power 
station to expand 

concession process 
lacks transparency

The announcement was made 
yesterday during a ceremony 
to mark the 40th anniversary 
of the power station

The bidding process for the 
new concessions will not be 
transparent, the Asia editor of 
Gambling Compliance warns

 P3
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Trial witness says El Chapo’s lavish 
lifestyle included stops in Macau

Scientist reports 
2nd gene-edited 
pregnancy
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CEM to expand Coloane Power 
Station seeking ‘cleaner’ production
Renato Marques

The Companhia de Elec-
tricidade de Macau, SA 

(CEM) announced yesterday 
the expansion of the Coloane 
Power Station.

The announcement was made 
during the ceremony held yes-
terday to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of the power sta-
tion, initially inaugurated on 
November 28, 1978.

On the sidelines of the event, 
the vice chairman of the Board 
of Directors of CEM, João 
Marques da Cruz told the me-
dia that with this project, the 
company does not necessarily 
aim to raise the capacity of the 
local production of energy but, 
instead, to replace old techno-
logies with new ones, allowing 
the company to produce elec-
tric power in a cleaner way.

“In reality, our goal is not to 
raise the [energy production] 
capacity, but, instead, to repla-
ce [production] capacity. Our 
capacity is clearly defined [by] 
the concession contract that 
ends in 2025 and so, [this ca-
pacity] has been set to appro-
ximately 450 Megawatts. But 
from the current capacity, a 
part of it is quite old and uses 
technologies that are not the 
most modern ones, with pollu-

tion levels reasonably high,” 
da Cruz said. “What we are 
going to do is to replace that 
capacity that is more pollutant 
to one of combined cycle using 
natural gas, which has an ave-
rage reduction in pollutants of 
about 50 percent.”

According to the same of-
ficial, this technology, to be 
applied to the expansion of the 
Coloane Power Station, is “the 
cleanest [energy product] that 
exists currently worldwide.”

The official also remarked 

that although when in full 
operation the new power sta-
tion could raise the local ca-
pacity of energy production in 
emergency cases, the company 
is not seeking an alternative 
to the import of energy from 
mainland China, which shou-
ld always, under normal cir-
cumstances, represent about 
70 percent of all the energy 
consumed in Macau.

The project, which is expec-
ted to enter into operation in 
about three years’ time, repre-

sents a forecasted investment 
from the company of between 
MOP2.7 to 3 billion.

“We expect that in four mon-
ths’ time we can have a selec-
tion of the equipment. We are 
already working on this and 
organizing a tender,” da Cruz 
said, adding that the project 
comes from an old idea that 
was built upon two years ago 
and that it is also directly rela-
ted to the development of Co-
tai, where the major integra-
ted resorts that transformed 
the landscape are located. This 
precinct brought the power 
station closer to the people to 
the tourism area, which was 
not the case 40 years ago, 
when the venue was almost 
completely isolated.

Previously, in the opening 
speech, the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of CEM, Fu 
Jianguo highlighted the over 
10-fold growth in energy pro-

duction capacity by the Coloa-
ne Power Station over the past 
40 years, noting that such a 
facility has “ensured the rapid 
economic and social develo-
pment of Macau, and its suc-
cess is attributable to the joint 
efforts by all.”

The official from the com-
pany also characterized the 
effort and scope of the ex-
pansion project as a way of 
aligning with the government 
plans of “building a greener 
and smarter city.”

Fu noted also that together 
with the potential increase by 
50 percent of all energy pro-
duction capacity in emergency 
cases, the company has been 
working together with main-
land authorities to create a 
new interconnection with Chi-
na Southern Power Grid, whi-
ch will “significantly improve 
the overall power supply sta-
bility in Macau.”

João Marques da Cruz

Electrocuted dog was an 
‘isolated’ incident
Both the Companhia de Electricidade de 

Macau, SA (CEM) and the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Raimundo do Ro-
sário have attributed the responsibility for the 
incident on Sunday evening, in which a dog died 
after an electric discharge by a street lamp pole 
located in the surroundings of D. Pedro V Thea-
tre, to misfortune and an accidental isolated si-
tuation.

“What happened was an accident and acciden-
ts unfortunately happen. CEM is already taking 
care of the situation and certainly [will] conti-
nue to investigate the case,” Rosário said, when 
questioned by the media on the case.

Questioned on the same topic, the vice chair-
man of the Board of Directors of CEM, João 
Marques da Cruz, said, “We [continuously] per-
form reviews of the network but it is obvious 
that electricity has some risks […] but the level 
of incidents in our network is very low when 
compared to all international standards and 
pointers.”

The same official also noted, “In fact, these in-
cidents can happen with any living creature that 

becomes electrocuted. It happened with this 
animal and it’s obviously regrettable and unfor-
tunate but still we should not take [this isolated 
case] to conclude that our network is unsafe.”

The responsible official also clarified that, at the 
moment, the ongoing investigation process to 
discover what equipment failed and why is being 
performed by CEM with the purpose of ascer-
taining the technical flaws and understanding of 
what failed, as well as whether the case is really 
isolated or whether further action is required.

cem confident in concession renewal in 2025

CeM IS confident that it will see 
its concession of power supply to 
the region renewed for another 15 
years in 2025, when the current 
concession period expires, the 
Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of CEM, João Marques 
da Cruz, told the media on the 
sidelines of the kick-off ceremony 
for the expansion project of the 
Coloane Power Station. “In 2025 
one [of] two things can happen: 
Either CEM continues to have 
the concession, which is what we 

expect, wish and will work for, 
as also happened just recently in 
Hong Kong. We don’t see a rea-
son for that not to happen, but 
theoretically it is possible that the 
concession [to CEM] would end 
and, in that case, all the active 
assets of the concession would be 
transferred to the new concession-
aire, which would not affect in any 
way the [expansion] project,” the 
company’s senior official noted, 
expressing confidence in a conces-
sion contract renewal.
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o DSEJ to 
cancel text 
message to 
parents 
The Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
plans to stop sending text 
messages to local parents 
regarding class suspensions 
during extreme weather. 
The service is going 
to be canceled due 
to the fact that the 
telecommunications service 
provider has also planned 
to suspend its service to 
the bureau. As result, 
DSEJ’s cell broadcasting 
services will be suspended. 
Nevertheless, the bureau 
will continue releasing the 
information on its website, 
app and WeChat account. 

9,600 people 
deported 
from region  
In the first ten months of 
2018, the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) deported 
more than 9,600 non-local 
criminals or law violators. 
In the same period, 
the PSP immigration 
department detained 
65 people who were 
suspected of being using 
dual identities. Moreover, 
113 fake marriage cases 
were revealed, and a total 
of 251 criminal cases 
were transferred to the 
prosecution authority, 
representing a decrease 
of seven cases. Some 334 
suspects were transferred 
to the prosecution 
authority, representing an 
increase of 35 people. 

Customs 
to install 
surveillance 
system along 
the coast 
Starting from next year, 
the Macao Customs Service 
will install a surveillance 
system along the coastline 
in order to combat illegal 
immigration. The bureau 
will install panoramic 
day and night thermal 
cameras along the coast. 
In a statement, it noted 
that illegal boats have 
always existed in Macau’s 
sea area. According to 
the Customs Service, 
the system will allow 
the bureau to precisely 
identify any suspected 
boat. In addition, the 
bureau claims that, through 
cooperation between the 
mainland and Macau, 
illegal boat operations have 
been cracked down upon 
effectively. 

 

El Chapo, drug lord 
and Macau gambler

GAMiNG

Upcoming concession process 
lacks transparency, editor says
Julie Zhu

The local govern-
ment’s decision- 

making process during 
the upcoming gaming 
concession will not be 
transparent, Taipei-ba-
sed journalist Martin 
Williams claimed yester-
day during a breakfast 
meeting organized by the 
France Macau Chamber 
of Commerce. 

“There are various rea-
sons why the application 
process [of the gaming 
concession] can’t be 
transparent,” said Mar-
tin Williams, who was the 
speaker at the event. 

“The problem is that 
if you actually [measu-
re] the quality of each 
applicant, if you review 
the process and all the 
numbers involved, it’s 
not going to explain why 

some applicants got a 
concession and others 
didn’t,” Martin Williams 
explained, further indica-
ting that there are other 
influences involved in the 
gaming concession. 

Martin Williams, who 
is also the Asia Editor 
for London and Washin-
gton-based Gambling 
Compliance, believes that 

“Beijing is in charge” of 
a soon-to-come gaming 
concession grant. 

“From Beijing’s point 
of view, it’s a reasonable 
point of view, as Macau 
is a Chinese territory,” 
Williams remarked.

Besides the gaming con-
cession’s transparency, 
Williams also noted the 
lack of ownership tracea-

bility within the Macau 
gaming industry. 

“There has always been 
a concern about the lack 
of traceability of the ow-
nership, the substantial 
owners. The substantial 
benefit is that junkets are 
often invisible. Clearly, 
that’s something that’s 
going to have to be ad-
dressed,” said Martin 
Williams, adding that 
“as long as the structure 
is kept stable, that’s the 
more important aspect.” 

“But the thing I don’t 
doubt, and we are seeing 
this from the DICJ’s cra-
ckdown on junkets, is 
that, just because the go-
vernment is taking grea-
ter care with its handling 
of junkets, it doesn’t ne-
cessarily mean that the 
public or the media will 
get more information 
about it,” said Williams.

“I think the government 
would tend to prefer to 
think that the govern-
ment itself is perfectly 
capable of doing that 
monitoring on the basis 
of legislation and on the 
basis of its practice,” the 
journalist voiced. He also 
noted that he does not 
see any particular chan-
ge in the law amendment 
regarding junket promo-
ters. 

Talking about the par-
ties involved in the ga-
ming concession process, 
Martin Williams said “my 
first piece of advice would 
be to go to the Hong Kong 
and Macau Liaison Offi-
ce.”

“Learn all about them, 
learn about the China 
Liaison Office people 
here. Those are the funda-
mentals,” said Williams.  

Having spoken on ga-
ming in Macau, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Tokyo, 
London, Barcelona and 
Taipei, the journalist fi-
nally remarked that the 
Chinese lottery is much 
bigger than Macau casi-
nos, and it is growing. 

 

The U.S. trial of infamous 
drug baron Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman has un-
covered the excesses of 

a lavish lifestyle that took him 
around the world, from his home 
in central Mexico to the gambling 
tables of Macau.

Miguel Angel “El Gordo” Mar-
tinez, a former associate of Guz-
man who served as a pilot and 
senior Sinaloa cartel leader, testi-
fied in court this week, describing 
the movement and expenditure 
of millions of U.S. dollars every 
month on properties, drugs and 
and bribes for both subordinates 
and enemies. El Chapo, who was 
born into poverty before turning 
to drug dealing, reportedly re-

ceived his money via private jets, 
bringing in as much as USD30 
million per month.

“In the ‘90s he had four jets, 
houses on all the beaches, ran-
ches in all [Mexico’s] states,” 
Martinez testified. “We travelled 
all over the world […] to Brazil, 
Argentina, Aruba, throughout 
Europe, Japan, Hong Kong, Thai-
land, Peru, Cuba, Colombia, Pa-
nama,” he said.

It was “the best business in 
the world,” Martinez told the 
Brooklyn federal court.

In Thailand, the drug baron es-
tablished a network that allowed 
him to buy heroin for $10,000 
per kilogram, which would be tra-
fficked to the U.S. to be sold for as 

much as $130,000.
In Switzerland, he would re-

treat to specialist anti-aging cli-
nics, “where they put cells in you 
to make you younger,” Martinez 
said, in reference to the youthful 
appearance of the 61-year-old El 
Chapo.

Guzman had an array of extra-
vagant possessions across his 
homes – one of which was an 
estate so vast that it required a 
train to reach the various ameni-
ties, such as swimming pools and 
tennis courts. He also kept exo-
tic animals like tigers, lions and 
panthers in a personal zoo at his 
home in Guadalajara, Mexico.

Up to $20 million in cash was 
stored in secret compartmen-

ts designed by architects across 
some of his properties, which 
Martinez alleges were construc-
ted with the exclusive purpose of 
hiding liquid assets.

Martinez also said that Guzman 
paid out $12 million per month 
in bribes to protect himself from 
arrest, which included paying 
off his enemies and wiretapping 
multiple girlfriends.

But he also rewarded his friends 
and loyal subordinates. Martinez 
claimed to have earned $3 million 
in just a few years working for the 
drug cartel and received a Rolex 
watch encrusted with diamonds. 
Guzman reportedly once bought 
50 expensive cars via Martinez 
as Christmas presents to reward 
other cartel workers.

Guzman was extradited to the 
U.S. last year from Mexico. He 
has pleaded not guilty to dru-
g-trafficking charges, with his 
lawyers claiming he is being fra-
med by shady cooperators.

In opening statements, a defen-
se attorney suggested Martinez 
couldn’t be trusted as a witness, 
saying he had such a severe co-
caine habit while he was working 
for Guzman that it damaged his 
nose. He admitted on Tuesday 
that “unfortunately” he was using 
up to 4 grams of cocaine each day 
at the time, but had not touched it 
for 20 years.

Martinez was on the witness 
stand in the third week in federal 
court in Brooklyn, where there 
has been a minor stir over prose-
cutors accusing defense lawyers 
of violating strict security measu-
res by providing Guzman’s wife, 
Emma Coronel, access to a cell-
phone in the courthouse.

The judge indicated on Tuesday 
that any immediate concerns had 
been resolved.

Martin Williams

In this courtroom sketch Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman (center) sits next to his defense attorney Eduardo Balarezo (left) 
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‘Aerial arts’ local community 
growing with new studio’s opening
Lynzy Valles

A group of aerial and 
yoga practitioners 
recently opened a 
studio downtown in 

a bid to boost its community 
in the region.

Zoe de Vilhena, who arrived 
in the SAR in 2007 and is now 
one of the co-owners of Aerial 
Arts Macau, noticed that there 
were neither aerial silk dan-
cers nor classes that taught 
such technique, thus she star-
ted her own private classes.

De Vilhena started sharing 
techniques with dancers who 
had also moved to Macau to 
take part in a show at a ga-
ming operator.

Aerial silk is a type of perfor-
mance in which the artist per-
forms aerial acrobatics while 
hanging from a piece of fabric. 

The fabric may be hung as 
two pieces, or a single piece, 
folded to make a loop.

“We initially started to prac-
tice at Hoi Fu Garden and 
started to incorporate the te-
chniques in the show we were 
in. So we used aerial techni-
ques and started to train peo-
ple and just create a commu-
nity,” she explained. 

However, for de Vilhena, it 
was challenging to raise awa-
reness of the modern dance in 
the region, adding that since 
it requires physical strength 
and confidence, some would 

look at it as a difficult type of 
dance.

“So it’s really about helping 
people have confidence and 
[to] try it in a safe and secure 
environment,” said de Vilhe-
na.

According to the co-owner, 
they had been teaching priva-
te classes in a rented space at 
the Macau Design Center to 
accommodate those interes-
ted, until they found a three-
floor commercial space that 
was feasible for such activi-
ties. 

Due to licensing difficulties, 
de Vilhena admitted that it 
was difficult to find a com-

mercial space in Macau, citing 
rent prices. 

In the region, such activities 
should only be conducted in 
commercial spaces, and not in 
industrial buildings. 

Located at Rua Central, the 
studio is considering working 
with the government for lo-
cal residents in order to be 
able to take advantage of their 
Continuing Education Subsi-
dy Scheme.

“We can incorporate some 
costs with that but we need to 
see how things go first becau-
se it’s new, we’re not used to 
paying rents; and just really 
trying to out the community a 

lot more and do local shows,” 
she added.

The studio also works with 
the Aerial Arts Association, 
collaborating with them to 
organize shows and festivals 
for the government and pri-
vate enterprises. 

Currently, the group has 
some 100 members, 30 of whi-
ch are new following its newly 
opened studio.

Most members are Chinese 
locals, Macanese, Portuguese 
and expats who are professio-
nal dancers or aerialists from 
shows who come for training 
and personal practice. 

“It’s just about time, recog-

nition and people trying new 
things. In England and in Eu-
rope, you have a lot of spaces 
like this, a lot of people tea-
ching. Here it’s more difficult 
because you have a lot of res-
trictions in terms of what you 
can do,” she said, citing licen-
sing regulations.

“It’s the hope that after I 
grow, we’ll be able to do more 
local shows for the people and 
also for exercise,” de Vilhena 
added.

Aerial Arts Macau currently 
holds a series of classes inclu-
ding aerial ballet, aerial yoga, 
aerial hoop, pole dance, yoga, 
heels dance, and others.

 
in Europe you 
have a lot of 
spaces like this, 
a lot of people 
teaching.

ZoE DE VILHENA
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Late local businessman 
Ma Man Kei has been se-

lected as one of 100 people to 
be awarded in view of their 
contributions to China’s ope-
ning-up and reform. 

The awarding office, under 
the Communist Party central 
authorities, said the candi-
dates were chosen based on 
local recommendations and 
had gone through several 
rounds of review.

Ma Man Kei was once elec-
ted vice-chairman of the 
11th National Committee of 
the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC), back in 2008. 

Besides Ma, sole represen-
tative of the Macau SAR, 
four people from Hong Kong 
were also selected: Henry 
Fok (died in 2014), Tsang- 
Hin-chi, Margaret Chan 
Fung-Fu-chun, and Wong 
Kwan-cheng (died in 1986). 

The award candidates come 
from a wide range of profes-

sions, including scientists, 
economists, grass roots Party 
cadres, model workers, state 
firm managers, and private 
entrepreneurs.

Their names and biogra-
phies were published in 
the People’s Daily Monday. 

Members of the public are 
invited to voice their opinion 
to the office before Nov. 30.

This year marks the 40th 
anniversary of the Chinese 
political reform and opening- 
up, which was spearheaded 
by Deng Xiaoping.

StepS of Greatness: the Geopo-
litics of OBOR” written by Fran-

cisco Leandro will be launched at the 
Macau Military Club today at 6:30 
p.m. 

According to a statement by the 
International Institute of Macau, 
the study offers distinctive insights 
on four aspects of the One Belt One 
Road (OBOR) initiative, such as the 
multiple dimensions of the scheme 
and its security and geopolitical im-
plications. 

According to Leandro, the OBOR 
initiative is a grand project, infor-
med by geopolitical considerations 
and based on China’s core interests, 
to resolve China’s problems. “The 
book offers a new point of departure 
besides the often-quoted argument 
about China’s search for raw mate-
rials overseas and the export of ex-
cessive productive capacity,” accor-
ding to the IIM statement. “Chinese 
foreign investment and industrial 
relocation are not driven purely by a 
logic of market profitability and hen-
ce [ ] land randomly on [just any pla-
ce] on earth. Instead, they are ins-
truments of broader national con-
cerns and are embedded in geopoli-
tical and security calculations. Their 
movements are thus channeled to 
specific strategic locations. In such 
a strategic geopolitical map, Hong 
Kong and Macau loom large in the 

grand scheme.”
The book launch will be presented 

by Professor Tak-Wing Ngo from the 
University of Macau, José Luís Sales 
Marques, president of the Institute 
of the European Studies of Macau, 
and Jorge A. H. Rangel, president of 
the IIM, as well as the author, Fran-
cisco Leandro.

The book is jointly published in En-
glish by the University of Macau, the 
International Institute of Macau and 
the Institute of European Studies of 
Macau.  

New book by Portuguese 
scholar praises OBOR initiativeMa Man Kei celebrated 

for his contribution 
to China’s reforms  
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The 5th Shenzhen De-
sign Fashion Week is un-

derway at the Shenzhen Con-
vention and Exhibition Center 
until tomorrow, showcasing 
the works of hundreds of inde-
pendent designers, including 
several from Macau.

The Macau participants this 
year include local designers 
Chantelle Cheang and Kelvin 
Mac, whose “CHAVIN” brand 
advocates the idea that mo-
dern women deserve unique 
clothing, and Ella, whose “ella 
épeler” mix-and-match brand 
is a collection of fun and dis-
tinctive pieces.

This year’s theme is “Fin-
ding the Same”, according to 
organizers, with the aim of 
influencing current designers 
“to acquire new ideas and 
solve business development, 
and let designers who hold di-
fferent ideas [exchange] with 
the market and seek shared 
values.”

The Shenzhen Original De-
sign Fashion Week is China’s 
first fashion week for ready-

to-wear trade, serving as an 
industry platform for original 
design and commercial deals 
involving textile raw mate-
rials.

Since its inception in 2014, 
it has been held concurrently 
with the Fashion Source 
Shenzhen International Gar-
ment Supply Chain Expo and 
supported by the mainland’s 
Ministry of Commerce. 

The 5th Shenzhen Original 
Design Fashion Week plays 
host to 29 independent desig-
ner catwalk shows, more than 
500 independent designers’ 
static exhibitions, over 70,000 
professional buyers, and 
approximately 1,600 quality 
supply chain exhibitors. Some 
300 media organizations are 
following the event, according 
to organizers.

In addition, the Fashion 
Source Award, the FS Appa-
rel Supply Chain Summit, the 
FS VIP Shopping Club, the FS 
Business Matching, the FS 
Forum, and the FS Party were 
held concurrently.

Shenzhen Design 
Fashion Week 
involving Macau 
participants underway

Sabrina Ho believes 
Macau has potential 
for art auctions 
Julie Zhu

SabrIna Ho, founder of 
Chiu Yeng Culture Limited, 
believes that Macau is a po-
tential market for art auc-

tions, she told the media this week 
on the sidelines of the opening ce-
remony for the Third Art Auction 
of Poly Macau at the Grand Lisboa 
Macau. 

“Macau is a potential market, and 
there are many young collectors 
who are interested in c  ollecting art 
pieces from Japanese or Korean ar-
tists,” said Ho. 

When speaking about the Third 
Art Auction of Poly Macau, Ho, who 
is also the co-founder of Poly Ma-
cau, expressed her excitement.

“I’m excited about every single 
piece of course. This is probably our 
most focused one, because it is the 
first time that [we’ve had] Western 
art in Poly Auction in Macau. We 
have focused on more Japanese and 
Korean artists, especially on young 
artists and figures, which we have 
discovered [among] these younger 

collectors are popular trends right 
now, so we are trying to focus and 
bring a new trend into the auction 
market.” 

According to Ho, the entry requi-
rements for the auction are being 
reduced in Macau.

“I think that is what we aim for 
and that there will be more people 
who want to come to a hotel, not 
for leisure, but we hope that peo-
ple will actually come to see the art 
pieces and feel like that they could 
be part of it,” said Ho. “So it won’t 
be just going through an exhibi-

tion anymore.” 
Hosted for the first time at the 

Grand Lisboa, the auction was orga-
nized to create more opportunities 
“not just for the hotel at the market 
but also for the collectors.” 

“We hope the Art Auction of Poly 
Macau is not just the best in Ma-
cau, but will eventually bring Macau 
more of an international status in 
the art world, which I think is the 
direction that the whole of Macau is 
aiming for, and we just hope that we 
can be part of it,” said Ho.

A total collection of 200 art pieces 
is available at the auction. 

The previous two Art Auction of 
Poly Macau events recorded over 
HKD415 million in total sales. 

Ho expects this year’s sales to ex-
ceed HKD200 million. 

The auction includes modern and 
contemporary art, Chinese paintin-
gs, calligraphy, jewels and prestige 
collections. 

Artworks from Paul Gauguin, Chu 
The-Chun, Wu Guanzhong, Yayoi 
Kusama and Takashi Murakami are 
available for collectors to buy. 
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Stefania Spezzati

Standard Chartered Plc 
is weighing a plan to simpli-

fy its structure as the emerging 
markets lender looks to control 
costs across its sprawling ne-
twork from Zambia to Macau, 
said people familiar with the 
matter.

The London-based bank, whi-
ch operates in about 60 markets, 
is exploring how to free up liqui-
dity and reduce funding expen-
ses within its different legal en-
tities, the people said, asking not 
to be identified as the details are 
private.

Standard Chartered said in a 
statement to Bloomberg that it 
will outline how it plans to “de-
liver higher returns” when it re-
ports its full-year results in Fe-
bruary, without elaborating on 
the details. The lender is expec-
ted to unveil a strategic review to 
address investor concerns about 
rising expenses and an approxi-

mate 40 percent decline in the 
share price since Bill Winters 
became chief executive officer in 
June 2015.

Winters is still seeking to con-
vince investors he can revive 
longer-term earnings growth 
and generate an acceptable level 
of profitability while cutting cos-
ts. He’s spent much of his tenu-
re cleaning up the balance sheet 

and culture of the London-based 
firm, which had been saddled 
with bad loans.

“The bank’s weakness in re-
turns is due to costs that are too 
high,” Edward Firth, a U.K. bank 
analyst at Keefe, Bruyette & 
Woods in London, said by email. 
“Centralizing funding costs sou-
nds like an opportunity,” but 
there are likely to be hurdles in-

volving tax and local regulatory 
requirements, he said.

As part of the review to be an-
nounced in February, the bank 
is also considering cutting the 
number of senior posts, one of 
the people said. The bank had 
around 86,000 staff at the end of 
last year, up from about 84,000 
in 2015. It’s also still pressing 
ahead to create two Asian hubs - 
one based in Singapore and ano-
ther in Hong Kong, they said.

Meanwhile, the lender is also 
reviewing its African businesses 
and may opt to focus on some 
core countries, the people said. 
Standard Chartered operates 
across a vast network in Africa 
including smaller economies 
such as Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast 
and Cameroon, according to its 
website. The bank makes the 
bulk of its income from its China 
and North Asia businesses.

As part of the review, the bank 
is also closely examining part of 
its private bank. It plans to keep 
its focus on the wealth manage-

ment segment, the people said.
Standard Chartered’s Winters 

said in October that the lender 
was working on a three-year 
plan to improve performance. 
Its return on equity was 6.6 per-
cent as of the third quarter. The 
bank said earlier in the year that 
8 percent was achievable in the 
medium term.

Details of its plan are yet to 
be finalized as the lender is still 
waiting to hear from the Depart-
ment of Justice over a potential 
fine related to previous Iranian 
sanctions imposed by the U.S.

The bank has said that it con-
tinues to cooperate with U.S. 
authorities on resolving the Iran 
sanctions probe, and that it’s too 
early to provision for any likely 
fine. Bloomberg News earlier re-
ported that the bank was bracing 
for a potential penalty of around 
USD1.5 billion for allowing cus-
tomers to violate the sanctions.

Any plan to reward sharehol-
ders with a buyback, which was 
reported by the Financial Times 
this month, is likely on hold un-
til there is a settlement with U.S. 
prosecutors, the people said.

Standard Chartered’s under-
lying profit was $1.07 billion in 
the third quarter, ahead of a con-
sensus estimate of $976 million, 
as the bank managed to squee-
ze out more growth from Asian 
markets. Bloomberg

BANkiNG 

StanChart said to weigh a 
simpler structure to control costs 
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Niniek Karmini, David Koenig

Faulty equipment and 
Indonesian carrier Lion 
Air’s own safety failures 
had pilots fighting for 

control of their Boeing 737 MAX 
8 as it plunged into the Java Sea 
on Oct. 28, killing all 189 people 
aboard, investigators said yester-
day.

Briefing reporters on the air-
craft’s black box data, the in-
vestigators said they were still 
struggling to understand why the 
plane crashed but they cited mul-
tiple factors centered on faulty 
sensors and an automatic safety 
system that repeatedly forced the 
plane’s nose down despite the 
pilots’ efforts to correct the pro-
blem.

The pilots simply may have 
been overwhelmed, said one 
of the crash investigators, Ony 
Suryo Wibowo. “The problem is 
if multiple malfunctions occur 
all at once, which one should be 
prioritized?” Wibowo said.

The lack of the aircraft’s cockpit 
voice recorder, which is still mis-
sing, is a dire obstacle to resol-
ving that mystery, the investiga-
tors said.

The report by Indonesia’s Na-
tional Transportation Safety 
Commission repeats earlier re-
commendations made just after 
the disaster that pilots be better 
versed in emergency procedures 
and aware of past aircraft pro-
blems.

Shortly after the catastrophe, 

Lion Air issued a notice to pilots 
urging them to be more proactive 
in reporting problems.

Nurcahyo Utomo, an investi-
gator for Indonesia’s National 
Transportation Safety Commis-
sion, told reporters in Jakarta 
on Wednesday that four of the 
crashed aircraft’s previous flights 
had experienced technical pro-
blems, with two showing no such 
difficulties.

He said investigators were 
trying to understand what main-
tenance workers had done to try 
to fix the problems and if the-
re were other steps that should 
have been taken.

The MAX aircraft that crashed 
is the latest version of Boeing’s 
popular 737 jetliner. Its new au-
tomated system pushes the nose 
down if a sensor detects that the 
nose is pointed so high that the 
plane could go into an aerodyna-
mic stall.

The sensor, called an angle-of- 
attack vane, or AOA, malfunctio-
ned in earlier flights.

Pilots who flew the aircraft 
from Bali to Jakarta a day before 
the crash told investigators that 
the anti-stall system engaged 
due to erroneous airspeed and 

altitude indicators, but the flight 
crew managed to adjust the pla-
ne’s pitch manually by shutting 
the automated system off. That 
enabled them to restore control 
and land safely.

Utomo said it was unclear why 
the pilots on the flight from 
Jakarta to a regional airport the 
next day were unable to do the 
same.

“Even if the pilot did not have 
time to meet with the engineer, 
he should be able to know what 
the problems experienced by the 
aircraft before,” he said.

“We need to find out what ha-
ppened and why the pilots took 

different actions. That why we 
really want to have the cockpit 
voice recorder.”

In a statement following the re-
lease of the report, Boeing played 
up the possibility of pilot error.

“As our customers and their 
passengers continue to fly the 
737 MAX to hundreds of destina-
tions around the world every day, 
they have our assurance that the 
737 MAX is as safe as any airpla-
ne that has ever flown the skies,” 
it said.

The aircraft manufacturer no-
ted that the investigators’ re-
port cited actions by the flight 
crew that led to the crash. It also 
pointed to maintenance work 
and procedures that had failed 
to fix the aircraft’s repeated pro-
blems.

Peter Lemme, an expert in avia-
tion and satellite communica-
tions and a former Boeing engi-
neer who wrote an analysis of the 
data on his blog, likened the pro-
blems to “a deadly game of tag” 
in which the plane pointed down, 
the pilots countered by manually 
aiming the nose higher, only for 
the sequence to repeat about five 
seconds later.

That happened 26 times during 

the 11-minute flight, but pilots 
failed to recognize what was ha-
ppening and follow the known 
procedure for countering incor-
rect activation of the automated 
safety system, Lemme told The 
Associated Press.

Lemme said he was troubled 
that there weren’t easy checks 
to see if sensor information was 
correct, that the crew of the fatal 
flight apparently wasn’t warned 
about the problems on previous 
flights and that the Lion Air jet 
wasn’t fully repaired after those 
flights.

“Had they fixed the airplane, 
we would not have had the acci-
dent,” he said. “Every accident is 
a combination of events, so the-
re is disappointment all around 
here,” he said.

The Indonesian investigation is 
continuing with help from U.S. 
regulators and Boeing.

More than 200 MAX jets have 
been delivered to airlines arou-
nd the world. Pilots at American 
Airlines and Southwest Airlines 
complained this month that they 
had not been given all informa-
tion about the new automated 
anti-stall safety system on the 
MAX. AP

Report faults Indonesian airline’s 
safety measures in crash

Nurcahyo Utomo holds a model of an airplane during a press conference on the committee’s preliminary findings Members of the National Transportation Safety Committee lift a box containing the flight data recorder 

 The lack of 
the aircraft’s 
cockpit voice 
recorder, which 
is still missing, is 
a dire obstacle 
to resolving that 
mystery
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SpaIn has rolled out 
the red carpet for 

visiting Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, who 
is seeking global allies 
amid souring trade 
clashes with Washing-
ton.

Xi and King Felipe VI 
have reviewed Spain’s 
guard of honor at the 
Royal Palace in the Spa-
nish capital while Chi-
nese First Lady Peng 
Liyuan and Spanish 
Queen Letizia observed 
the ceremony from a po-
dium.

Xi was scheduled to 

Yanan Wang, Beijing 

Lu Guang’s photos exposed the 
everyday realities of people on 

the margins of Chinese society: coal 
miners, drug addicts, HIV patients.

Now, the award-winning photo-
grapher is at the center of his own 
stark story. He was taken away by 
state security agents three weeks ago 
for unknown reasons, Lu’s wife, Xu 
Xiaoli, told The Associated Press late 
Tuesday.

Xu said Lu was traveling in Xinjiang 
on Nov. 3 when she lost contact with 
him. He had connected with photo-
graphers in Urumqi, the capital, one 
week before and was scheduled to 
meet a friend in Sichuan province on 
Nov. 5, but he never showed up.

A friend of Xu helped her inquire 
about her husband’s whereabouts 
in his home province of Zhejiang, 
where authorities said Lu and a 
fellow photographer had been taken 
away by Xinjiang state security. They 
did not give any further details, the 
friend told Xu.

“I know that he wouldn’t have done 
anything illegal,” Xu, 45, said in a 
phone interview from New York, 
where she is studying art design and 
raising their child.

meet Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez today 
[Macau time] and both 
will preside over the 
signing of around 20 
government and busi-
ness agreements, in-
cluding a deal to export 
on-the-bone legs of Ibe-
rian ham to the Chinese 
market.

The Chinese leader 
follows his two-day visit 
to Spain by flying to Ar-
gentina for a G-20 lea-
ders’ summit the next 
day, and visits to Pana-
ma and Portugal until 
Dec. 5.

Lu won first prize in the presti-
gious World Press Photo contest for 
a series on poor Chinese villagers 
who became infected with HIV after 
selling their own blood to eke out a 
living.

His photos tackle gritty subjects 
like pollution and industrial environ-
mental destruction — issues traditio-
nally avoided by the Chinese press 
because they risk punishment for 
exposing societal problems that the 
government may consider sensitive.

But Lu never had problems with the 
police before, according to Xu, who 
added that she was not aware of any 
photo projects he had planned for his 
Xinjiang trip.

“He has a strong sense of social 
responsibility,” she said. “He belie-
ved, after confronting the faces of 
the destitute, that there were things 
that people should know. At the very 
least, he believed that [his photos] 
might motivate them to help others, 
to trigger change and make things 
better.”

Lu’s profile on the World Press 
Photo website says he is the recipient 
of numerous other photography 
honors including Germany’s Henri 
Nannen Prize in Photography and a 
National Geographic Photography 
Grant.

It says Lu was the first photogra-
pher from China to be invited by the 
U.S. State Department as a visiting 
scholar.

Xu said she believes it was Lu’s first 
visit to Xinjiang. A stifling security 
apparatus has been imposed on the 
region in recent years as the govern-
ment combats what it calls terrorist 
threats from Xinjiang’s predomi-
nantly Muslim ethnic Uighur and 
Kazakh populations. AP

Prominent photographer 
taken by police, wife says

Spain honors Xi’s visit, 
inks business deals

Xi Jinping (left) prepares to shake hands with Spain’s King Felipe 
at the Zarzuela Palace

Lu Guang 
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Furor over gene-altered babies 
deepens with project halted

Former UN president backs 
indicted Hong Kong businessman
A former president of 

the United Nations 
General Assembly said 
Tuesday that he never 
witnessed “anything im-
proper” on the part of a 
prominent Hong Kong 
businessman on trial in 
New York on charges of 
bribing government lea-
ders in two African na-
tions to land lucrative 
business deals for a Chi-
nese oil and gas conglo-
merate.

Vuk Jeremic reported 
to the indicted business-
man, Dr. Chi Ping Patri-
ck Ho, when he worked 
as a consultant for CEFC 

China Energy. Jeremic 
told a federal jury that 
he connected Ho to hi-
gh-ranking officials in 
several countries and 
opened diplomatic doors 
for CEFC as it expanded 
its business around the 
globe.

But in an interview 
following his hourslong 
testimony, Jeremic said 
he never had concerns 
about Ho’s dealings.

“I have never witnessed 
him say anything impro-
per in my life,” he said 
outside a Manhattan 
courtroom.

Jeremic provided The 

AP a letter from the U.S. 
Justice Department that 
said even though he was 
called to testify, “he has 
neither been charged 
with nor is alleged to 
have committed a cri-
me.”

Jeremic, who leads the 
opposition party in Ser-
bia, said he has been “vi-
lified” and faced “brutal” 
criticism in his home 
country over his invol-
vement in Ho’s procee-
dings.

“It’s been portrayed 
as if I were on trial,” he 
said. “It was very impor-
tant for me to clear Ser-

bia’s name.”
Jeremic also sought to 

distance the United Na-
tions from the criminal 
proceedings, even thou-
gh one of the officials Ho 
is charged with bribing, 
Sam Kutesa, Uganda’s 
foreign minister, also 
served as president of 
the U.N. General Assem-
bly when Ho sought him 
out.

Jeremic’s remarks 
came on the second day 
of Ho’s trial. Ho, a for-
mer home affairs secre-
tary in Hong Kong, has 
pleaded not guilty to 
charges of conspiracy, 

money laundering and 
violating the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act.

Among other allega-
tions, he is accused of 
paying a USD2 million 
bribe to the president of 
Chad, Idriss Deby, in an 

attempt to steer oil righ-
ts to CEFC.

Ho’s defense attorneys 
have argued the pay-
ments amounted to cha-
ritable donations and 
that they were legal and 
documented. AP

The Chinese researcher 
who claims to have crea-
ted the world’s first ge-
netically-altered babies 

revealed a possible second preg-
nancy had resulted from his pro-
ject, highlighting the dilemmas 
facing China’s leaders as they at-
tempt to control a nascent indus-
try racing to dominate genomics 
research globally.

He Jiankui - the Shenzhen-ba-
sed scientist who shocked the 
world this week by claiming he 
had altered the genes of the em-
bryos to make them resistant to 
HIV - said the study is on hold. 
The U.S.-trained researcher 
spoke for the first time at a ge-
netics conference in Hong Kong, 
where he sought to defend his 
work and faced probing ques-
tions from peers.

“I feel proud,” he said of the bir-
th of the twins, who he said were 
born normal and healthy. He’s 
claims are yet to be verified and 
he didn’t identify the subjects of 
his experiment. His appearance 
at the summit left participants, 
which included prominent gene
-editing researchers, with more 
questions than answers. He 
spoke softly and haltingly, and it 
wasn’t clear if the other “poten-
tial pregnancy” that he referred 
to was still viable.

The scientist’s appearance in 
Hong Kong failed to quell con-
demnation from the Chinese and 
global scientific communities, 
who have lashed out at him for 
doing work that’s banned in the 
U.S. and many other countries. 
His revelations have sparked a 
robust debate over the ethical 
boundaries of genetic editing 
and prompted calls for stricter 
regulation amid fears that the 
world could be moving closer to 
producing designer babies.

“This is a truly unacceptab-
le development,” said Jennifer 
Doudna, a key pioneer behind 
gene-editing technology. “I don’t 
think it is credible that it is for a 
medical need. We are struggling 
to understand the implication of 

this work.”
Yesterday, He said he has sub-

mitted his work to a scientific 
journal for review, without iden-
tifying the publication. He also 
emphasized that he informed 
the couples involved in the stu-
dy of the risks of the removal of 
the CCR5-related gene, which 
he deleted in the twins using the 
powerful gene-editing tool Cris-
pr.

There are questions of whether 
He took an unnecessary risk in 
altering healthy embryos.

He’s work now faces three in-
vestigations in China and calls 
from prominent Chinese resear-
chers for him to be punished. A 
senior Chinese government offi-
cial has said his work is unlawful.

Several times during the ses-
sion, He seemed puzzled by the 
deep ethical questions posed to 
him. When asked if he had thou-
ght about how the procedure 
would affect the girls in their dy-
namics with family, friends and 

romantic partners throughout 
their lives, he said: “I don’t know 
how to answer this question.” He 
added that using technology to 
help people with genetic diseases 
is “compassion.”

William Hurlbut, a senior re-
searcher in neurobiology at the 
Stanford Medical School, said 
that he was one of the ethicists 
that He consulted with over the 
past two years. Hurlbut, who 
served on the U.S. president’s 
council on bioethics, said that 
while he knew that He was “hea-
ding in this direction,” he didn’t 
know the full-scale of the project 
or that it involved implanted em-
bryos. “I challenged him at every 
level, and I don’t approve of what 
he did,” said Hurlbut.

Nobel Prize laureate David Bal-
timore, who also attended the 
genetics conference, criticized 
the secrecy of He’s work. “Had 
he been more open with what 
he was doing, it could have been 
part of a national or international 

discussion,” he said. “I think he 
acted irresponsibly.”

The institutions affiliated with 
He, including his university - the 
Southern University of Science 
and Technology - and the Shen-
zhen hospital where he purpor-
tedly received ethical approval 
for the project, have said that 
they had no knowledge of his 
work. He said the university was 
unaware of the lab’s work.

Harmonicare Medical Holdings 
Ltd., which owns the Shenzhen 
hospital, said in a filing Tuesday 
that it believed signatures on an 
application to the hospital’s me-
dical ethics committee had been 
forged, and that the committee 
never met to review He’s propo-
sal.

The Chinese scientific com-
munity, including several pro-
minent research groups, have 
issued statements opposing He’s 
work and calling it a blow to Chi-
na’s scientific reputation around 
the world.

On Tuesday, in the clearest sign 
yet that the Chinese government 
viewed He’s project as violating 
rules, Deputy Minister of Science 
and Technology Xu Nanping said 
in a press briefing that China had 
outlawed the use of gene-editing 
for fertility purposes in 2003.

Chinese law does not mention 
the use of Crispr, the revolutio-
nary gene-editing technique that 
He used to alter the twins’ ge-
netic code. By contrast, the U.S. 
and many other countries have 
strictly restricted Crispr’s use 
in so-called germ-line editing, 
which involves changes that will 
impact the descendants of an 
original patient and is the kind 
He claims to have performed in 
China.

The most recent Chinese gover-
nment pronouncement, a 2017 
document from the science and 
technology ministry, said only 
that gene-editing research invol-
ves great risks and urged rigo-
rous supervision.

In his Tuesday briefing, deputy 
minister Xu hinted at the inter-
nal debates the Chinese govern-
ment has over how it should re-
gulate burgeoning research areas 
like biotechnology and artificial 
intelligence. China wants to be 
a leader in the defining techno-
logies of the 21st century, but lax 
regulation risks cases like He’s.

“We are conscious that it’s a 
double-edged sword. Sometime 
we feel quite anxious,” said Xu. 
“To be honest, on this question, 
we still haven’t completely strai-
ghtened out our thinking. We 
know there will be some negati-
ves but we also don’t dare - be-
cause there will be negatives - to 
avoid technologies or advance-
ments.”’ Bloomberg

In this courtroom sketch, Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Hayden points 
at Dr. Chi Ping Patrick Ho, seated far left

Chinese researcher He Jiankui
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PAkiSTAN

PM inaugurates 
pilgrim border 
crossing with India

Koreas to jointly 
survey railways 
separated since war

South Korea will 
send trains across the 

border to the North for 
the first time in a deca-
de, after recent sanction 
exemptions paved the 
way to begin work to 
connect railways sepa-
rated since the Korean 
War.

The Koreas will run 
trains on two railways 
for 18 days starting Fri-
day, South Korea’s Uni-
fication Ministry said in 
a statement yesterday. A 
train will leave Seoul Sta-
tion in the early morning 
and arrive in the North 
Korean city of Sinuiju, 
near the Chinese border, 
before heading to Pyon-

gyang. It will travel to 
Wonsan and other areas 
on the east coast for a 
joint survey of 745 miles 
of North Korea’s railway 
system and facilities, the 
ministry said.

South Korea plans to 
use the study’s results 
to assess North Korea’s 
rail facilities in order to 
modernize them in the 
future, according to the 
statement. Seoul said it 
would discuss holding a 
ground-breaking cere-
mony before the end of 
the year, but that cons-
truction depended on 
the progress of North 
Korea’s denucleariza-
tion.

Reconnecting the rail-
roads was one of the key 
projects promised during 
a meeting between North 
Korea’s leader Kim Jong 
Un and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in 
in Pyongyang in Sep-
tember. The two leaders 
agreed to break ground 
within the year.

Sanctions enforced by 
the United Nations Se-
curity Council and the 
U.S. prohibit sending 
fuel or conducting eco-
nomic activities that 
could generate cash for 
Kim’s regime. South Ko-
rea said last week it had 
won exemptions for the 
joint survey. Bloomberg

PakIStan’S Pri-
me Minister Imran 

Khan yesterday attended 
a groundbreaking cere-
mony for the first visa-
free border crossing with 
India, a corridor that will 
allow Sikh pilgrims to ea-
sily visit their shrines on 
each side of the border.

The crossing — known 
as the Kartarpur corridor 
— is a rare sign of coope-
ration between the rival 
nuclear-armed countries.

Khan used the occasion 
to again call on India to 
work together to overco-
me the bitterness of the 
past and resolve issues 
through dialogue to eli-
minate poverty in both 
nations. The crossing 
was a Khan initiative and 
India last week gave the 
green light for construc-
tion to begin.

Instead of visas, the 
pilgrims will be given 
special permits to access 
their shrines — the Dera 
Baba Nanak in India’s 
Punjab province and the 
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib 
in Pakistan’s Narowal 

border district in its own 
Punjab province.

Yesterday’s ceremony 
was attended by hun-
dreds of Sikh pilgrims as 
well as two lawmakers 
from India and officials 
from both countries.

Pakistani army chief 
Gen. Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa called the laying of 
the foundation for the 
crossing a “step toward 
peace, which our region 
needs.”

Citing examples of Ger-
many and France after 
World War II, Khan said 
that if two European nei-
ghbors can live peace-
fully, why not India and 
Pakistan, which have 
fought two out of three 
wars between them over 
the contested region of 
Kashmir.

“Both Pakistan and In-
dia are nuclear powers, 
so war is no option as that 
will be a suicide. Then 
what else is the option 
except dialogue to resol-
ve all issues,” said Khan, 
who was a world-famous 
cricket player before he 

turned to politics. “If the-
re is a will on both sides, 
the issue of Kashmir cou-
ld also be resolved.”

India’s own cricketer-
turned-politician Navjot 
Singh Sidhu said at the 
ceremony that he is gra-
teful to Khan and the go-
vernment in New Delhi 
for taking “this positive 
step” that will help Sikhs 
on both sides of the bor-
der reach their shrines.

Pakistan Foreign Mi-
nister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi cited the Sikh 
religion’s founder, Guru 
Nanak, for his message 
of love and peace.

“We are laying the fou-
ndation of the Kartarpur 
corridor” with this same 
message, he said.

Qureshi said the Kar-
tarpur corridor will open 
next November, on the 
550th anniversary of  
Guru Nanak’s birth and 
will include a stretch of 
road 4 kilometers long, 
a bridge on a river and a 
border complex with all 
facilities necessary for 
pilgrims. AP

A Sri Lankan court 
yesterday ordered 

the detention of the 
country’s top military 
officer for investigation 
in connection with the 
abduction and disa-
ppearance of 11 young 
people, including ethnic 
minority Tamils, during 
the country’s civil war 
that ended nine years 
ago.

Fort Magistrate Ran-
ga Dissanayake ordered 
that Chief of Defense 
Staff Admiral Ravindra 
Wijegunaratne be held 
until Dec. 5, saying he 
could obstruct the in-
vestigation due to the 
key post he holds. Wije-
gunaratne was the for-
mer chief of the navy.

Wijegunaratne has 
been accused of giving 
refuge to former navy 
Lieutenant Comman-
der Chandana Prasad 
Hettiarachchi, who is 
the main suspect in 

the abduction of the 11 
young people in 2008-
2009. They are believed 
to have been murdered 
while being held for 
ransom at a naval base.

Wijegunaratne is also 
accused of helping He-
ttiarachchi evade poli-
ce. Hettiarachchi was 
arrested in August, 
and several other navy 
troops have also been 
detained in the alleged 
scheme to make money.

A large number of peo-
ple were reported mis-
sing during the civil war 
that ended in 2009.

Many were abducted 
by government para-
military personnel for 
alleged links to the 
now-defeated Tamil Ti-
ger rebels. Rebels also 
abducted civilians as 
forced conscripts. Many 
people who gave them-
selves up to the military 
in the final stages of the 
war are also unaccoun-

ted for.
There is no clear re-

cord of the missing 
from the nearly 26-year 
conflict. A missing per-
son commission has 
received 20,000 com-
plaints. Ethnic Tamil 
leaders have said that 
more than 4,000 Tamils 
were reported missing 
in the war, and the go-
vernment says most are 
probably dead.

According to U.N. es-
timates, up to 100,000 
people were killed in 
the war. Many more 
are feared dead, inclu-
ding up to 40,000 civi-
lians who are believed 
to have died in the final 
months of the fighting.

Government troops 
and the Tamil Tiger re-
bels, who fought for an 
independent state for 
ethnic minority Tamils 
in the island’s north 
and east, are both accu-
sed of war crimes. AP

A Sikh pilgrim visits the shrine of their spiritual leader Guru Nanak Dev in Kartarpur

SRi LANkA

Top military officer 
detained in deaths of 11
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State polls to test 
Modi strength 
before national 
election

Key Indian states are voting in polls 
that may be a preview of next year’s 

national election, with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi trumpeting populist wel-
fare schemes to retain power while the 
opposition works to build alliances that 
can oust the ruling party.

The central state of Madhya Pradesh 
may be most emblematic of the national 
vote out of the five states holding elec-
tions. The incumbent administration led 
by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party must 
overcome a lack of job creation and far-
mers’ discontent to retain power, while 
the opposition is struggling to forge a 
coalition and raise enough funds to cam-
paign.

In a Madhya Pradesh village festooned 
with flags and posters for Modi’s BJP, 
Lakhan Singh, a 50-year-old farm labo-
rer, personifies the goodwill generated 
by the ruling party. At his house, Singh 
shows off a toilet and a cooking gas cylin-
der funded by the federal government 
and championed by Modi. The BJP ad-
ministration in the state capital Bhopal 
also enrolled his family in a social securi-
ty benefit scheme and wrote off 4,000 
rupees (USD56) that Singh owed the lo-
cal power distribution company. “When 
the government has given me so much, 
my vote has to go to the BJP,” said Singh, 
who also voted for Modi in the 2014 elec-
tion that brought him to power.

Four out of five opinion poll conducted 
in October suggest the BJP is likely to re-
tain power in Madhya Pradesh, although 
with fewer seats than before. That’s simi-
lar to expectations for the national vote 
next year, in which Modi is predicted to 
win with a reduced majority.

But surveys are mixed in other poll-bou-
nd provinces, including Rajasthan, whe-
re Congress is expected to wrest power 
from a BJP administration. Results in all 
the states are due Dec. 11.

Although state elections aren’t always 
an indicator of national preferences, an 
opposition victory in Madhya Pradesh 
would give a big boost in striking allian-
ces with regional parties that may make 
them more of a threat to Modi.

“If the Congress manages to unseat the 
BJP in Rajasthan and reduce the BJP’s 
majority in Madhya Pradesh, as some 
polls are predicting, this will be heralded 
by the opposition as a sign of their increa-
sing fortunes,” said professor Katharine 
Adeney, director of the University of Not-
tingham Asia Research Institute. “Howe-
ver, this does not necessarily augur well 
for the opponents of the BJP in the 2019 
general elections. The opposing parties 
to the BJP have been unable to form an 
alliance against the BJP.” Bloomberg 

N. Zealand halts Huawei from 
5G upgrade over security fears

JAPAN

Mystery man ‘who can move the 
Nikkei’ to reveal secrets in book
The man who 

claims he can 
move Japanese equity 
markets with a single 
tweet is planning to re-
lease a book on his tra-
ding philosophy.

Japanese day trader 
Cis, best known by his 
Twitter handle @cis-
san_9984, tweeted on 
Tuesday evening that 
he’ll reveal some of his 
investment secrets in a 
work to be published 
next month under a 
title that translates as 
“The Investment Philo-
sophy of Man Who Can 
Single-Handedly Move 
the Nikkei.”

The ghostwritten vo-
lume, to be published 
by Kadokawa, one of 
the country’s largest 
publishing houses, is 
based on interviews 
with the 39-year-old 
former video-game 

champion and pa-
chinko gambler. Ka-
dokawa’s promotional 
material claims Cis has 
amassed a fortune of 
23 billion yen ($202 
million) from an initial 
investment of 3 million 
yen in 2000 while he 
was still in university.

Cis, who has consis-
tently declined to re-
veal his identity, said 

in a message that he’s 
not after profits with 
this book, but agreed to 
work on it for free upon 
request from a friend 
and mahjong writer, 
Makoto Fukuichi. “No 
pay, no obligations, no 
fuss,” he said. “It goes 
into extremely close 
detail about trading 
methods,” he said in 
his tweet announcing 

the book.
The title might not 

just be bravado. Cis has 
a cult following on so-
cial media, with more 
than 270,000 followers 
who track his commen-
ts on trades, which can 
cause spikes in Japane-
se equities.

In November 2016, 
Cis declared to his 
followers that he sold 

shares in the now
-bankrupt airbag ma-
nufacturer Takata 
Corp., sending the sto-
ck down as much as 8.8 
percent. In December 
2016, he said he bought 
2 million Toshiba Corp. 
shares, causing a surge 
in volume.

He’s among the best
-known of a group of fi-
nancial commentators 
on Japanese Twitter 
labeled “ locust lords” 
- influential individuals 
who can mobilize swar-
ms of day traders with 
a single tweet. His po-
pularity rivals that of 
another individual, 
Okasanman, an anony-
mous Twitter user who 
many traders consi-
der a must-follow, and 
whose commentary on 
breaking news often 
moves markets in Ja-
pan. Bloomberg 

Nick Perry, Wellington

New Zealand’s in-
ternational spy 
agency yesterday 
halted mobile 

company Spark from using 
Huawei equipment in its 
planned 5G upgrade, saying 
it posed a “significant ne-
twork security risk.”

The action follows a ban in 
Australia, where the Chine-
se telecommunications giant 
was blocked in August from 
rolling out Australia’s 5G ne-
twork due to security concer-
ns.

In New Zealand, Huawei 
has previously helped build 
mobile networks. In March, 
Spark and Huawei showca-
sed a 5G test site across the 
street from the Parliament, 
in a publicity move that was 
attended by then Broadcas-
ting Minister Clare Curran.

The latest development 
could have diplomatic and 
economic implications for 
New Zealand, which relies on 
China as its largest trading 
partner but which is also 
part of the “Five Eyes” se-
curity alliance that includes 
the U.S., Britain, Canada and 
Australia.

At a daily briefing in Beijing, 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 

Geng Shuang said China was 
“severely concerned” over 
the decision.

“The economic and trade 
cooperation between China 
and New Zealand is mutually 
beneficial in nature,” Geng 
said. “We hope New Zealand 
will provide a level-playing 
field for Chinese enterprises’ 
operation there and do so-
mething conducive for mu-
tual trust and cooperation.”

New Zealand was the first 
developed nation to sign a 
free-trade deal with Chi-

na in 2008, and China buys 
billions of dollars of New 
Zealand’s dairy exports each 
year, which are often used in 
making infant formula.

New Zealand’s previous 
conservative government 
had a close relationship with 
China. But over the past year 
under liberal Prime Minis-
ter Jacinda Ardern, New 
Zealand has pulled back so-
mewhat, embracing a war-
mer relationship with Japan 
and putting resources into 
the Pacific, in part to coun-

ter China’s growing influence 
there.

Huawei suffered a setback 
in the U.S. market in 2012 
when a congressional report 
said it was a security risk and 
warned phone companies 
not to buy its equipment.

The private Chinese com-
pany was started by a former 
People’s Liberation Army 
major in 1987.

Spark is one of three main 
mobile network operators in 
New Zealand. The companies 
compete for customers over 
their own network of cell 
towers, using radio spectrum 
that is licensed from the go-
vernment.

Spark said it is disappoin-
ted with the decision by New 
Zealand’s Government Com-
munications Security Bu-
reau. But the company said 
in a statement it’s confident 
it can still launch its 5G ne-
twork by July 2020.

Spark said it had wanted to 
use Huawei 5G equipment 
in its planned Radio Access 
Network, which involves te-
chnology associated with cell 
tower infrastructure. The 
company said it has not yet 
had time to review the detai-
led reasoning behind the spy 
agency’s decision, or whether 
it will take further steps. AP
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i don’t like that 
aggression. i 
don’t want that 
aggression at 
all.

DoNALD TRUMP

 ad

Zeke Miller, Washington 

RuSSIa said yesterday it still 
expects a meeting between 

President Vladimir Putin and 
President Donald Trump to go 
ahead as planned.

Trump, in an interview with The 
Washington Post on Tuesday, 
said he may cancel the sit-down 
with Putin in Argentina following 
Russia’s seizure of three Ukrai-
nian naval ships last weekend.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters yesterday 
that the meeting is on and that 
Russia has not received “any 
other information from our U.S. 
counterparts.”

The long-simmering conflict be-
tween Russia and Ukraine burst 
into the open on Sunday, when 
Russian border guards fired on 
three Ukrainian vessels and sei-
zed the ships and the crew.

Trump said he would be recei-
ving a “full report” from his na-
tional security team on Russia’s 
recent actions in eastern Ukrai-
ne and the Black Sea. He said 
he would decide on a course af-

terward.
“Maybe I won’t have the mee-

ting,” he said. “Maybe I won’t 
even have the meeting.” Trump 
added: “I don’t like that aggres-
sion. I don’t want that aggression 
at all.”

The comments were Trump’s 
strongest to date in condemna-
tion of Russia’s recent actions in 
Ukraine, where tensions are fla-
ring. But White House aides were 
still planning for the Putin mee-
ting after Trump’s comments.

The meeting between Trump 
and Putin is set to be just one of 
several high-profile foreign-policy 
engagements for the U.S. leader 

on the whirlwind two-day visit 
to Argentina. Trump also is set 
meet with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping over dinner this weekend, 
in what may be a pivotal session 
to determining if and how the on-
going trade dispute between their 
countries could be resolved.

The White House on Tuesday 
warned Xi against trying to wait 
out Trump in the ongoing talks, 
suggesting the Chinese economy 
was not as resilient to a trade war 
as would be the U.S. economy.

The warning from Larry Ku-
dlow, director of the National 
Economic Council, came ahead 
of the two leaders’ high-stakes 
sit-down on Saturday evening. 

Over the last year, the two coun-
tries have levied a series of tariffs 
on hundreds of billions of dollars 
of imports from one another, 
with the latest round of U.S. du-
ties set to go into force in the new 
year.

National Security adviser John 
Bolton said Trump will also be 
meeting with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, Argentine 
President Mauricio Macri, Sou-
th Korea’s Moon Jae-in, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi.

White House spokeswoman Sa-
rah Huckabee Sanders called the 

trip an opportunity for the pre-
sident to cement relations with 
other world leaders and advance 
a global economic system based 
on “free, fair and reciprocal tra-
de.”

The Trump-Xi meeting would 
be the first since the two countries 
began hitting each other with im-
port taxes earlier this year. The 
United States targeted USD250 
billion in Chinese products, and 
Beijing lashed back by slapping 
tariffs on $110 billion worth of 
U.S. goods. The two sides have 
been in negotiations for months, 
but Kudlow described them as 
being stalemated until just a few 
weeks ago.

Kudlow said the administration 
has been “extremely disappoin-
ted” by China’s engagement in 
trade talks but the meeting be-
tween Trump and Xi on the side-
lines of the Group of 20 summit 
could be a game-changer.

“Perhaps we can break through 
in Buenos Aires or not,” he said.

Kudlow added that if the U.S. 
doesn’t get “satisfactory” respon-
ses to its trade positions more 
tariffs will be imposed. He said 
Trump is “not going away.”

“I hope they understand that,” 
he said.

China’s foreign ministry has 
said a recent phone conversation 
between Xi and Trump about 
trade and other issues was “extre-
mely positive.” AP

Kremlin says it still expects 
Putin-Trump summit to go ahead

Vladimir Putin
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has backtracked on hos-
ting the United Nations’ an-
nual meeting to address glo-
bal climate change, just two 
months after offering to do 
so.

The government conducted 
a meticulous analysis and de-
termined that budgetary and 
financial restrictions prevent 
it from playing host, accor-
ding to the press office of the 
foreign ministry. The current 
government made the deci-
sion in consultation with the 
transition team of Presiden-
t-elect Jair Bolsonaro, who 
will take office Jan. 1, and is 
in the process of alerting the 
UN, the press office added.

Incoming Economy Minis-
ter Paulo Guedes has pledged 
to prioritize debt reduction 
and cutting public spending 
in order to put the country’s 
finances back onto a sustai-
nable path, following four 
straight years of primary bu-
dget deficits. Bolsonaro has 
abandoned his plan to quit 
the Paris Agreement, but still 
proposes loosening environ-

mental regulations and deve-
loping the Amazon, much to 
the alarm of activists.

“It’s regrettable, but not 
surprising,” Climate Obser-
vatory, a coalition of environ-
mental non-governmental 
organizations, said in a sta-
tement. “Brazil steps down 
from its own role in the world 
in one of the few areas where 
the country is not only rele-
vant, but also necessary.”

Two months ago, the fo-
reign ministry said hosting 

Alexander Weber, 
Silla Brush

BankS from Gree-
ce to Italy that are 

struggling to get rid of a 
mountain of bad loans 
may soon get some help 
from European Union 
lawmakers.

A bill that’s nearing the 
finish line in Brussels 
would soften the capital 
hit banks usually face 
when they sell non-per-
forming loans at a loss. 
That could give a boost 
to Italian lenders, which 
are sitting on the EU’s 
biggest pile of soured 
debt - 174 billion euros 
(USD196 billion) - that’s 
often difficult to unload.

“This should make it 
easier for banks to clean 
up their balance sheets 
from bad assets without 
unduly impairing their 
lending capacity,” accor-
ding to a Nov. 27 docu-
ment seen by Bloom-
berg. The document lays 
out out a proposed com-
promise on the legisla-
tion reached by officials 

from the European Par-
liament and the Austrian 
government, which is 
leading work on the bill 
on behalf of the EU’s 28 
member states.

The proposal is the la-
test sign that EU policy 
makers are easing new 
capital and liquidity ru-
les in response to pleas 
from the bloc’s banks, 
which are struggling to 
boost profits after a long 
period of low interest ra-
tes and stiff competition 
from foreign rivals. The 
new treatment of “mas-
sive disposals” of bad 
loans is part of a broad 
overhaul of EU banking 
laws that has been grin-
ding along for two years.

Under current rules, 
a bank must adjust the 
statistical models it uses 
to measure asset risk 
when it sells a chunk of 
bad loans at a steeper 
loss than foreseen by the 
models. Those adjust-
ments can leave a bank 
needing more capital. 
The new rule would give 
banks options to prevent 

such knock-on effects 
when they sell large sou-
red-debt portfolios at a 
loss.

The new measure wou-
ld apply to sales after 
Nov. 23, 2016, and wou-
ld expire three years af-
ter the rules come into 
force, according to the 
document. To qualify, a 
bank would have to sell 
more than 20 percent of 
its soured debt under the 
plan.

EU finance ministers 
still have to sign off on 
the package, and will 
discuss it when they 
next meet on Dec. 4. A 
spokesman for Austria’s 
presidency of the Council 
of the European Union 
declined to comment.

Opponents of the new 
rule include Daniele 
Nouy, the outgoing head 
of the ECB’s bank su-
pervision arm, who has 
argued that it would “kill 
the credibility” of Euro-
pean lenders’ risk mo-
dels compared to their 
peers in other regions of 
the world. Bloomberg

the event would confirm Bra-
zil’s global leadership on sus-
tainable development issues 
while reflecting “the consen-
sus of Brazilian society on the 
importance and urgency of 
actions to fight climate chan-
ge.”

The UN didn’t immedia-
tely respond to a request for 
comment. Its 2018 climate 
meeting will begin in Poland 
next week, with envoys from 
nearly 200 countries atten-
ding. Bloomberg

BRAziL 

Government backs out of 
hosting 2019 climate talks

iTALy

Banks burdened with bad loans 
may get lift from Brussels

UN report says fragile climate 
puts food security at risk
Elaine Kurtenbach, Bangkok 

FeedIng a hungry pla-
net is growing increa-
singly difficult as clima-
te change and depletion 

of land and other resources 
undermine food systems, the 
U.N. Food and Agricultural Or-
ganization said Wednesday as it 
renewed appeals for better po-
licies and technologies to reach 
“zero hunger.”

Population growth requires 
supplies of more nutritious 
food at affordable prices, but 
increasing farm output is hard 
given the “fragility of the na-
tural resource base” since hu-
mans have outstripped Earth’s 
carrying capacity in terms of 
land, water and climate change, 
the report said.

About 820 million people are 
malnourished. The FAO and 
International Food Policy Re-
search Institute released the 
report at the outset of a global 
conference aimed at speeding 
up efforts to achieve zero hun-
ger around the world.

Food security remains te-
nuous for many millions of 
people who lack access to affor-
dable, adequately nourishing 

diets for a variety of reasons, 
the most common being pover-
ty.

But it’s also endangered by 
civil strife and other conflicts. 
In Yemen, where thousands of 

civilians have died in airstrikes 
by a Saudi-led coalition, the aid 
group Save the Children says 
85,000 children under 5 may 
have died of hunger or disease 
in the civil war.

In Afghanistan, severe drou-
ght and conflict have displaced 
more than 250,000 people, ac-
cording to UNHCR, the U.N. 
refugee agency.

FAO Director-General Jose 

Graziano da Silva noted that 
the number of hungry and mal-
nourished people in the world 
has risen to levels last seen a 
decade ago.

“After decades of gains in fi-
ghting hunger, this is a serious 
setback and FAO and the U.N. 
sister agencies, together with 
member governments and 
other partners, are all very con-
cerned,” Graziano da Silva said 
in a videotaped address to the 
conference.

Hunger is still most severe in 
Africa, but the largest number 
of undernourished people live 
in the Asia-Pacific region, the 
report said. It said good public 
policies and technology are the 
keys to improving the situation.

The FAO estimates that global 
demand for food will jump by 
half from 2013 to 2050. Far-
mers can expand land use to 
help make up some of the dif-
ference, but that option is cons-
trained in places like Asia and 
the Pacific and urbanization is 
eating up still more land that 
once may have been used for 
agriculture.

Increasing farm output 
beyond sustainable levels can 
cause permanent damage to 
ecosystems, the report said, 
noting that it often causes soil 
erosion, pollution with plastic 
mulching, pesticides and ferti-
lizers, and a loss of biodiversity.

China destroys 12 million tons 
of tainted grain each year, at a 
loss of nearly $2.6 billion, ac-
cording to the report. AP

A doctor measures the arm of a malnourished girl at the Aslam Health Center, Hajjah, Yemen

President-elect Jair Bolsonaro
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Knickers the steer is huge on the internet — for being huge.
The black-and-white Holstein Friesian won social media fame and 

many proclamations of “Holy Cow!” after photos surfaced of the 
194-centimeter (6-foot-4-inch) steer standing head and shoulders 
above a herd of brown wagyu cattle in Western Australia state.

owner Geoff Pearson said Knickers was too heavy to go to the 
slaughterhouse.

“We have a high turnover of cattle, and he was lucky enough to 
stay behind,” Pearson said.

Australian media say Knickers is believed to be the tallest steer in 
the country and weighs about 1.4 tons.

Instead of becoming steaks and burgers, 7-year-old Knickers will 
get to live out his life in Pearson’s fields in Lake Preston, southwest 
of Perth.

 Offbeat
steer too beefy to become 
burgers reprieved to life on farm

A Canadian jet has crashed within minutes of take
-off, killing all 118 people on board.

The Trans-Canada Airlines DC8, bound for Toronto, 
crashed into a field, 20 miles from Montreal’s interna-
tional airport at 0632 local time (2332 GMT).

A spokesman for the airline said there was no imme-
diate explanation why the aircraft crashed and burst 
into flames four minutes after take-off.

He confirmed that all 111 passengers and seven 
crew died in the crash.

Eyewitnesses reported hearing an explosion as the 
plane hit the ground.

Manager of the Hillsdale Golf Club, Monty Adams, 
said: “It sounded like an explosion or an earthquake.

“The night watchman at the course heard it too. But 
there was no indication of where it came from.”

Parts of the wreckage were reported to be strewn 
across a wide area less than half a mile away (1km) 
from a main highway.

The aircraft was believed to be still burning two 
hours after the crash.

Rescue workers struggled to reach the jet because 
mud between the highway and the crash was at least 
a foot (0.3m) deep.

Quebec provincial police initially called for all am-
bulances to attend the scene but they were later 
cancelled after it was discovered that there were no 
survivors.

Police dogs were also sent to the scene to search 
for survivors but were then withdrawn when it beca-
me clear that there were none.

Canadian Transport Minister George McIlraith said 
investigators were on their way to the scene of the 
crash.

The accident comes just days after an identical TCA 
aircraft ran off the runway at London Airport.

An airline official said there was no connection be-
tween the two accidents.

Courtesy bbC news

1963 canadian air
  disaster kills 118

in context
Following the crash, investigators complained that looters stole wreckage 
from the plane and personal possessions from the dead passengers.
Rain was falling heavily at the time of the accident and this hindered the 
investigation when it turned to snow.
As a result the exact cause of the accident was never established.
Experts believe that the plane crash, which was one of Canada’s worst ever 
air disasters, may have resulted from a technical fault.

what’s ON ...

Chinese Painting exhibition by Che in Lei
time: 10am-7pm
UntiL: December 1, 2018 
VenUe: UNESCo Centre of Macau 
admission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 2872 7066  

maCaU giant Panda PaViLion and PaViLion of 
rare animaLs
time: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily 
VenUe: Seac Pai Van Park 
admission: MoP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals) 
enqUiries: (853) 2888 0087

assembLage of treasUres
time: 10am-6pm (Last admission 5:30pm; closed 
on Mondays)
UntiL: February 19, 2019
VenUe: Macau Museum (Mount Fortress) 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911 

disCoVer maCaU: mUseUm of taiPa and 
CoLoane history
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

afa aUtUmn saLon 2018
time: 10am -7pm ((Closed on Saturdays, Sundays 
and Public Holidays)
UntiL: November 30, 2018 
VenUe: 1st Floor, Tak Chun Macau Art Garden, 
Avenida Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues N. 265, Macau 
admission: Free 
enqUires: (853) 2836 6064 

cinema

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:50
16:15
19:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
22:00
22:25
23:15
23:50
00:15
01:30

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Portuguese Soap opera
Cartoons
Portuguese Comedy
Portugal Fashion
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
You, Me & Apocalypse
Funny Things To Know
Portuguese Serie - Liberty 21
TDM News    
Documentary
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

cineteatro
29 nov - 5

the nutCraCKer and the four realMs
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: lasse hallstrom & Joe Johnston 
starring: Keira Knightley, Mackenzie foy, Morgan freeman
language: english
duration: 99min

robin hood
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15 9:30pm
director: otto bathurst 
starring: taron egerton, Jamie foxx, ben Menderlsohn
language: english
duration: 130min

More than blue
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30 pm
director: gavin lin
starring: Jasper liu, ivy Chen
language: Putonghua (Chinese & english) 
duration: 105min 
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aCross: 1- Lawyer’s org.; 4- Finely powdered earth; 8- Calls on; 14- Storage 
container; 15- To Live and Die ___; 16- Hitching posts?; 17- Director Lee; 18- Cries 
of discovery; 19- Less fatty; 20- Capital of Utah; 23- French summers; 24- Peter 
and Franco; 25- Exec’s degree; 28- oozed; 30- Prepares; 33- Toastmaster; 36- “The 
covers of this book are too far ____” â€” Bierce; 40- Ages and ages; 41- Male duck; 
42- Spontaneous abortion; 45- Run-down hotel; 46- Plant swellings; 51- Give ___ 
break!; 52- Passover feast; 55- Broccoli ___ (leafy vegetable); 56- Tentative; 59- 
Italian sausage; 62- 365 days; 63- Mao ___-tung; 64- ___ Island Ferry; 65- Kind of 
cod; 66- Dusk, to Donne; 67- Monetary unit of Thailand; 68- Spoollike toy; 69- Citrus 
cooler;
 
down: 1- Humbles; 2- Borne in pairs; 3- “The Ice Storm” director; 4- old phone buttons?; 
5- Clumsy; 6- Quench; 7- Stun gun; 8- Traveling bags; 9- Belinda Carlisle’s “Should ___ 
You In?”; 10- Hang around; 11- Actor Holm; 
12- Uno + due; 13- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 
21- Recipe abbr.; 22- Crownlike object; 25- 
Paul Sorvino’s daughter; 26- Call’s partner; 
27- 1975 Wimbledon champ; 29- Founded: 
abbr.; 31- Assisted; 32- ___ es Salaam; 34- 
Participant in a business meld; 35- Hawaiian 
food; 36- Kind of radio; 37- Heap; 38- Cruising; 
39- Nipper’s co.; 43- Grating; 44- Republic in 
central Europe; 47- Sea eagle; 48- Country 
singer Kathy; 49- Humiliated; 50- Greek 
goddess of the moon; 53- Without emotion; 
54- Refrain in a children’s song; 56- I could 
___ horse!; 57- Marvel superheroes; 58- Thus; 
59- Draft org.; 60- ___ snail’s pace; 61- Back 
muscle, for short;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip Sansom
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

WEATHER
Min Max Condition

China

world

 ad

    -3  
   -16  
     1  
    -5  
     1  
    -5  
    10  
    12  
     4  
     7  
    11  
     6  
     9  
    17  
    13  
    18  

   7   
  -6   
   9   
   1   
  14   
  12   
  14   
  15   
  20   
  18   
  18   
  20   
  19   
  23   
  25   
  23   

  clear                 
  clear                 

  cloudy/clear          
  clear                 

  smoggy                
  cloudy                
  cloudy                

  cloudy/overcast       
  clear                 

  cloudy                
  cloudy                
  cloudy                

  cloudy/clear          
  clear                 

  cloudy/clear          
  cloudy                

   -10  
   -1  
    8  
    8  
    3  

   overcast/cloudy              
   sleet/drizzle                

   drizzle/overcast             
   drizzle/moderate rain        

   drizzle/clear                

  -5  
   8  
  11  
  14  
   8  

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

YoUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Important people are paying 
attention to you right now, and you 
might not be noticing how many 
questions they’re suddenly asking. 
There are plans in the works - and 
your name keeps popping up.

April 20-May 20
Have faith that success is something 
you can achieve - and something 
you can achieve soon. It’s true 
that not everything can be on your 
timetable, but that doesn’t mean 
that things are not going to happen.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Stay on the straight and narrow 
today - just because you see a 
shortcut doesn’t mean you should 
take it. Today is all about keeping 
your head down, working hard and 
playing by the rules.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Regardless of the weather outside 
today, you may find yourself 
feeling shrouded in clouds. Your 
moodiness or blue feelings aren’t 
anything to be worried about, 
however. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your mood may shift from time 
to time today, but that doesn’t 
mean you won’t get a lot of things 
done. In fact, a long-anticipated 
conversation will set you straight 
on some confusing matters.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
As soon as you wake up this 
morning, you’ll be raring to go! 
Whether your to-do list is teensy-
weensy or a mile and a half long, 
you’ll be able to get everything 
done before sunset.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Admit to yourself that you have 
limitations, and don’t be embarrassed 
if you never reached that one thing 
you were working for. Let go of 
something that once inspired you, 
but is now only frustrating.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your temper might be quick to flare 
today, so try to prevent stressful 
situations before they happen. If 
you can, separate yourself from the 
rest of the crowd and try to do your 
work or study solo.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Cheerful people will be able to lift 
your spirits very effectively, so 
surround yourself with the folks 
who make you smile - not the ones 
who make you question your own 
abilities.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t move according to someone 
else’s schedule. Instead, go at 
a pace that enables you to feel 
relaxed and at ease with yourself. 
That’s more important than 
anything else.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The frivolous stuff will catch your 
eye and could keep you from 
staying on your toes. It’s important 
to integrate entertainment and fun 
into your life, but you also need to 
maintain balance.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
After all, if you don’t use a 
connection, you lose it. Call in a 
few favors, and be sure to make it 
clear to these folks that you know 
how to show the proper amount of 
gratitude.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Major League Baseball taps MGM 
as first sports-gambling partner

WADA experts hold talks in 
Moscow about doping lab data
A delegation from the 

World Anti-Doping 
Agency held talks with 
Russian authorities in 
Moscow yesterday as it 
tries to access data which 
could mean more bans for 
the country’s top athletes.

The delegation was ex-
pected to visit the Moscow 
laboratory at the heart of 
a vast cover-up of Russian 
doping cases in an effort 
to obtain computer data.

Russia must provide the 
data before Dec. 31 or risk 
having its national anti-
doping agency suspended 
again, two months after 
its controversial reinsta-
tement.

“We are very pleased 
to be here in Russia for 
this important meeting,” 

WADA science official 
Olivier Rabin said. “We 
believe it’s a sign that we 
are making progress in 
our discussions with the 
Russian authorities.”

WADA has found exten-
sive evidence that Russia 
routinely falsified drug-
testing results, including 
at the 2014 Sochi Olym-
pics, but must now hope 
authorities provide genui-
ne data. Russia must also 
submit athletes’ stored 
samples for analysis by 
June 30.

Jim Walden, the lawyer 
for former lab director 
and WADA whistleblower 
Grigory Rodchenkov, told 
The Associated Press he 
expects Russia to either 
hold back the data or pro-

vide false information.
“I would posit that there 

is zero chance that Rus-
sia will give access to the 
backup data for the com-
puters that were used 
during Sochi, and the lab 
equipment and the stored 
samples,” Walden said 
Tuesday. “So the central 
question’s going to be: 
when the Russians refuse 
what will WADA do? And 
if it capitulates again, then 
unfortunately the world 
would know that Russia 
really was successful at 
killing anti-doping.”

WADA isn’t expected to 
return with the data after 
Wednesday’s visit, which 
aims to set a procedure 
for a second team to arri-
ve and collect the files.

“Today we are not ha-
ving any access to any 
data,” Rabin said. “We are 
explaining what we expect 
and we are discussing 
with our Russian collea-
gues what they expect as 
well from this technical 
visit in December.”

Russian legal academic 
Viktor Blazheyev, who at-
tended the talks, declined 
to comment. Sports Mi-
nister Pavel Kolobkov did 
not take part.

Any data can be checked 
against an unauthorized 
copy of the lab’s databa-
se which WADA obtained 
last year under unclear 
circumstances. Walden 
said Rodchenkov — who 
is under witness protec-
tion in the United Sta-

tes — played no role in 
obtaining that data and 
said WADA’s confidential 
source was likely “someo-
ne who was still in the 
lab.”

If WADA does re-sus-
pend the Russian agency, 
known as RUSADA, that 
could severely obstruct 

the country’s ability to 
host major sporting even-
ts. The previous RUSADA 
suspension didn’t stop 
Russia from holding this 
year’s soccer World Cup, 
when FIFA excluded all 
Russians from any role in 
collecting players’ drug-
testing samples. MDT/AP

Eben Novy-Williams

Major League Base-
ball named its first of-

ficial gambling partner, part 
of a new multiyear marketing 
agreement with MGM Resorts 
International.

The deal is similar to ones 
the Las Vegas-based casino 
company has already inked 
with the National Basketball 
Association and the National 
Hockey League, giving MGM 
the right to use baseball’s logo 
and trademarks in states that 
have legalized sports gam-
bling. That leaves the Natio-
nal Football League - the most 
popular sport among U.S. be-
ttors - as the only major U.S. 
league without a sports-gam-
bling partnership.

“There’s been a huge change 
in public opinion and the legal 
framework surrounding spor-
ts gaming - it has created an 
opportunity for all sports and 
baseball in particular,” MLB 
Commissioner Rob Manfred 
said at a press conference in 
New York. “We have to take 
advantage of every opportu-
nity to drive engagement with 
our fans.”

Though terms of the deal we-
ren’t announced, these part-
nerships are a very tiny piece 
of a major league’s marketing 
revenue. The NBA’s deal with 
MGM, for example, was worth 
USD8.3 million per year.

Under the baseball agree-
ment, MGM will have access 
to official MLB data and sta-
tistics, information it can use 
to expand its offerings for cus-

tomers across the U.S. That 
part of the deal isn’t exclusive, 
meaning that MLB can - and 
likely will - sign similar part-
nerships in the future.

The deal also doesn’t prevent 
individual baseball franchises 
from inking their own marke-
ting deals with operators. Of 
the eight states that currently 
have legal sports gambling, 
only Pennsylvania has MLB 

teams.
The agreement comes as 

MLB and the NBA continue to 
lobby individual state legisla-
tors to include a so-called in-
tegrity fee - essentially, a cut 
of every wager - along with 
mandatory data sharing in 
any upcoming laws legalizing 
sports gambling.

In lieu of a federal law that 
enforces MLB’s ideal langua-

ge, deals like this MGM ac-
cord offer a way for baseball 
to achieve some of its revenue 
goals by winning them on an 
operator-by-operator basis, 
instead of a state-by-state ba-
sis.

Of the handful of major spor-
ts betting operators that have 
jumped early into sports gam-
bling’s new markets, MGM 
appears most willing to enter 

into partnerships with the 
major leagues. While they’re 
not required to offer odds on 
the sports -- Las Vegas opera-
tors have operated for decades 
without them -- these deals do 
ensure a closer business rela-
tionship between the league 
and the operator. That’s es-
pecially important for a com-
pany like MGM, which also 
owns casinos, venues and ho-
tels globally.

As part of the agreement, 
MGM will advertise across 
MLB’s broadcast and digital 
platforms, including MLB Ne-
twork, MLB.com and the MLB 
at-bat app. It will also have a 
presence at the World Series 
and All-Star Game.

MLB also is in the process 
of cutting its minority stake 
in sportsbook operator Draf-
tKings Inc., an investment it 
made a few years ago when 
the company was just a dai-
ly fantasy-sports provider. 
Though baseball expects to be 
rid of those shares by the start 
of next season, it will continue 
its daily-fantasy partnership 
with DraftKings. Bloomberg

Lab technicians work at Russia’s national drug-testing laboratory 
in Moscow

 MGM will 
have access 
to official 
MLB data 
and statistics, 
information 
it can use to 
expand its 
offerings for 
customers 
across the US
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FooTBALL

Seven more teams qualify for 
Champions League knockout stage

Irish football team sorry for 
falsely reporting player’s death
A death notice for a foo-

tball player was pos-
ted in a local newspaper. 
A game was postponed. 
Teams across the league 
held a minute’s silence.

Football clubs in the 
Leinster Senior League 
in Ireland united over the 
weekend to honor the me-
mory of a player who was 

thought to have been kil-
led in a traffic accident last 
week.

Turns out it was all one 
big mistake.

Amateur team Ballybra-
ck FC has apologized for a 
“gross error of judgment” 
after falsely reporting that 
one of its players, Fernan-
do Nuno La Fuente, died 

last week. La Fuente is, in 
fact, still alive, the team 
said.

“This grave and unaccep-
table mistake was comple-
tely out of character and 
was made by a person who 
has been experiencing se-
vere personal difficulties 
unbeknownst to any other 
members of the club,” 

Ballybrack said in a state-
ment posted on its Face-
book page.

The club said the person 
in question was fired after 
an emergency meeting.

The league offered its 
“sincerest apologies for any 
distress caused as a result 
of notifying clubs as to the 
demise of a valued player.”

Ballybrack, a team based 
in Dublin, postponed its 
game against Arklow Town 
on Saturday, while other 
teams in the league held a 
minute’s silence in honor 
of La Fuente.

David Moran, chairman 
of the league, said the story 
began to be exposed after 
inquiries were made regar-
ding offering support to La 
Fuente’s family.

“We were told he was 
flown back to Spain on the 
Saturday. Straight away, 
that rang alarm bells for 

us,” Moran told Irish broa-
dcaster RTE. “We checked 
the hospitals, we checked 
everywhere. Nobody cou-
ld find anything about this 
young fellow.”

Moran said some of La 
Fuente’s friends said he 
had gone to Spain four 
weeks ago.

“The club has contacted 
Fernando to confirm his 
whereabouts, wellbeing,” 
Ballybrack said, “and [is] 
thankful for his acceptance 
of our apology on this ma-
tter.” AP

Samuel Petrequin, Paris 

Real Madrid and 
Bayern Munich put 
aside their domestic 
worries to impress on 

the European stage and qualify 
for the knockout rounds of the 
Champions League yesterday 
[Macau time], as both Manches-
ter clubs, Roma, Ajax and Ju-
ventus also advanced to the last 
16 with one game to spare.

Following a 3-0 humiliating 
loss in the Spanish league at the 
weekend, three-time defending 
European champion Madrid re-
covered with a 2-0 win at Roma 
that secured first place in its 
group, and Bayern demolished 
Benfica 5-1 in the wake of yet 
another disappointing result in 
the Bundesliga.

Despite its home loss, Roma 
also advanced from Group G, 
with both teams knowing they 
were through following Viktoria 
Plzen’s earlier 2-1 win at CSKA 
Moscow.

Gareth Bale put Madrid ahead 
at the Stadio Olimpico early in 
the second half before Lucas Va-
zquez doubled the visitors’ lead 
from close range in the 59th mi-
nute.

Manchester City again strug-
gled against Lyon and needed 
an 83rd-minute equalizer from 
Sergio Aguero to salvage a 2-2 
draw in Group F and seal its 
spot in the knockout stage. Lyon 
is the last team to beat City, whi-
ch has won 12 of its 14 games 
since a 2-1 home loss to Lyon in 
September.

After twice squandering a two-
goal lead against Duesseldorf 
over the weekend, Bayern dis-
played its attacking force to give 
some respite to coach Niko Ko-
vac, whose position looked un-
der threat before the game.

Bayern leads Group E with 13 
points, two more than Ajax, whi-
ch cannot be overtaken by third- 
place Benfica. The Dutch side 
hosts its German rival to decide 

the group winner on Dec. 12.
Ajax moved into the last 16 for 

the first time in 12 years with 
a 2-0 win over 10-man AEK 
Athens, in a game marred by fan 
violence in and around the sta-
dium.

lewandowSkI 
turnS 50

Bayern striker Robert Lewan-
dowski scored twice to break 
the 50-goal barrier in Europe’s 
top competition and join an eli-
te group of seven players having 
achieved the feat. Lewandowski 
has now scored 51 Champions 
League goals, one more than 
former Arsenal striker Thierry 
Henry, but the Poland captain 
remains far away from Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s record of 121 goals.

Arjen Robben also scored twi-
ce for the German champions 
and Franck Ribery completed 
the rout.

Man CIty held
Manchester City twice came 

from behind in Lyon after 
Maxwel Cornet delivered a man
-of-the-match performance and 
scored a brace.

Cornet, who has not been used 
much this season, had plenty of 
chances and put the hosts ahead 
in the 55th with a strike in the 
top corner. Aymeric Laporte 
equalized in the 62nd with a 
header from a set-piece.

Sergio Aguero earned the 
point City needed to guaran-
tee a top-two finish in Group F, 
heading in a corner from Riyad 
Mahrez in the 83rd minute — 
just after Cornet regained the 
lead for Lyon.

City leads the group on 10 
points, three clear of second
-place Lyon. The French team 
travels to Shakhtar Donetsk, 
which is two points further back 
in third, in two weeks with both 

teams still able to qualify.

SMoke boMbS 
In athenS

UEFA will open a discipli-
nary case after Ajax’s 2-0 win 
was preceded by violence in-
side Athens’ Olympic Stadium 
and in parts of central Athens, 
mostly involving Greek fans 
who clashed with local rivals 
and riot police.

Moments before the game 
started, riot police charged into 
the stands to break up AEK fans 
who hurled flares and smoke ca-
nisters. Police reported no inju-
ries or arrests, although images 
seemed to show one fiery explo-
sion going off near a section of 
supporters.

Serb defender Dusan Tadic 
scored twice for Ajax, which re-
turned to the Champions Lea-
gue group stage this season for 
the first time in four years.

MourInho’S relIeF
Marouane Fellaini scored an 

injury-time winner as Man-
chester United beat Young 
Boys 1-0, a result that promp-
ted a joyful reaction from Uni-
ted manager Jose Mourinho 
despite another unimpressive 
performance.

The Portuguese coach picked 
up a basket of water bottles and 
threw them forcefully to the 
ground in his technical area af-
ter Fellaini’s goal ensured pas-
sage to the next round.

Without Fellaini’s goal, United 
would have faced a tricky trip to 
Valencia on the final match day 
in a bid to seal qualification. 
Instead, the English club advan-
ced along with Juventus, which 
stayed in first place thanks to a 
1-0 win over Valencia.

Juventus leads Group H with 
12 points, two ahead of Uni-
ted. AP

Juventus forward Mario Mandzukic (third from right) celebrates with his teammates
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Greek court frees cleaner servinG 
10 years for forGed papers

A court in the central Greek city of Larissa has 
ordered the temporary release from prison of 
a cleaner jailed for 10 years for forging an ele-
mentary school certificate to get her job.

The 53-year-old kindergarten cleaner’s lawyer 
said yesterday’s ruling will allow her to remain 
free pending a decision by Greece’s supreme 
court on her appeal against the conviction.

Her punishment was widely criticized as un-
duly strict, prompting the supreme court prose-

cutor to launch an investigation into the lower 
court’s decision.

The municipal employee quit elementary 
school after completing fifth grade. She obtai-
ned her civil service position having submitted 
a forged certificate that she had finished sixth 
grade — the minimum education requirement 
for state-employed cleaners.

She had initially been sentenced to 15 years’ 
imprisonment, later reduced to 10.

70-100
Moderate

55-75
Moderate
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Forget a healthy economy. 
cough-tails, anyone? 

It seems as though the eyes of every passenger 
on the ferry are boring into me, or at least the pee-
pers that aren’t closed due to tipsy drowsiness. 

The water in my bottle is almost gone. I stare 
out the window, contemplating a scoop of Victoria 
Harbour to refill it. It might have marine debris in it 
but, psychologically, knowing hydration is in hand 
could relax me and, crucially, my throat. I am only 
five minutes into a late night ferry ride home. I 
won’t last. Someone will maim me from irritation. 

The only body part as tense as my throat are my 
shoulders, ready for people to tap me sternly and 
say ‘can you take it outside?’ 

What then? This cough will carry across water. 
Do ships still have foghorns, and therefore loud 
noises remain an accepted form of comms? I fear 
what my series of parps could mean because, 
frankly, my cough is like a ship’s siren. What if I 
unknowingly coughed something political? Mind 
you. If my coughs were to tap out in Morse code 
an emergency sequence that beckoned the Ma-
rine Department, surely they’d have some extra 
medical supplies on board. 

For the past two weeks, see, I have had a cou-
gh. It comes from nowhere, turning a peaceful 
moment to panic. Once it starts, it’s dogged. It 
won’t cease till at least two minutes of raucous 
barking have crescendoed to a contagious pin-
nacle. 

The strength of the air being expelled by my 
throat is not just impressive, it’s practically mea-
surable. At the hair salon, I started coughing and 
the airflow from my personal nozzle could have 
blow dried another customer’s short bob. That 
made my cough a Professional Remington.

Eventually, persuaded by others, I go to the 
doctor, to have my chest sounded and be told it’s 
completely clear. ‘Don’t worry,’ she says, ‘lots of 
people get this.’ 

I have a cough without cause? Others do too? 
Being told there is no explanation for something 
which nonetheless exists makes me fear the fu-
ture. 

The mystery genesis of my cough deserves stu-
dy. I consider non-medical possible causes and 
land quickly on pollution. If that’s the case, then 
it won’t just be me who contracts a cough. Every 
journey will be accompanied by the rasping of an 
adjacent wayfarer. It will be a new form of noise 
pollution. Transport will sound like plague pits on 
wheels. 

It strikes me then that transport should adapt. 
A relief area for coughers might be designated, 
like the opposite of a quiet coach. Already some 
Hong Kong ferry goers are told to head upstairs 
if they should wish to eat or drink. Add to that - ‘If 
you have a cough, please sit upstairs, at the back, 
in the unwellness area, which is demarcated by 
purple seats.‘ The colour would be chosen to ma-
tch the shade a cougher’s face attains during a 
coughing fit. 

It further occurs this all heralds a new market. 
On my ferry, I yearned for more water and cough 
syrup.  Others similarly afflicted might too. Food 
delivery apps already abound  - so why not a me-
dical delivery app? Deliveroo for cough mixture. 
Cough Panda. Uber Syrups not Uber Eats. I fore-
see a med tech bubble.

With the ubiquity of coughs with no apparent 
cause – hey, the doctor said so – comes also a 
possible new drinks market. Instead of plain cou-
gh syrup, we sufferers might enjoy ingredients to 
add sweetness and further gaudiness. Medical 
mixology. Don’t forget soothing ice. And presto – 
a cough cocktail. A cough-tail! 

Who wants a healthy economy? Unwellness 
seems to offer so many opportunities. 

Girl About Globe 
Linda Kennedy 

india-PaKistan 
Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister imran khan 
yesterday attended 
a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the first 
visa-free border crossing 
with india, a corridor that 
will allow Sikh pilgrims to 
easily visit their shrines 
on each side of the 
border. More on p12

netherlands The 
Dutch national railway 
company is setting 
up a commission to 
investigate how it can 
pay individual reparations 
for its role in mass 
deportations of Jews by 
Nazi occupiers during 
World War ii.

britain will be poorer 
after leaving the 
European Union than 
if it had stayed in, no 
matter what sort of 
trade deal it has with the 
bloc, the government 
said yesterday — bad 
news for Prime Minister 
Theresa May as she tries 
to sell her Brexit divorce 
deal to a skeptical nation.

ColoMbia Venezuelan 
migrants aboard a U.S. 
Navy hospital ship were 
undergoing surgery for 
everything from tooth 
extractions to hernias 
that have proven difficult 
to treat both in the 
country they fled and the 
one receiving them.

argentina Authorities 
say that Buenos Aires will 
be an armored city when 
world leaders arrive for 
this week’s G-20 summit. 
But security failures 
that marred a soccer 
championship and deeper 
unrest over an economic 
austerity program are 
now raising concerns 
about the country’s ability 
to ensure safety.

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

An explosion outside 
a chemical plant in 

northeastern China early 
yesterday killed at least 22 
people and destroyed sco-
res of vehicles, in the la-
test challenge to efforts to 
boost industrial safety in 
the world’s second-largest 
economy.

The blast occurred just 
after midnight at a loading 
area next to the plant ope-
rated by the Hebei Shen-
ghua Chemical Industry Co. 
Ltd., according to a state-
ment from the Zhangjiakou 
city government. The plant 
is located in Zhangjiakou, 
which is to play host to the 
2022 Winter Olympics.

Another 22 people were 
injured and 38 trucks and 
12 passenger cars were 
destroyed by fire, the state-
ment said. “We request that 
citizens do not go to the site 
to watch in order to avoid 
disrupting recovery effor-
ts,” it said.

An official at the city go-
vernment propaganda de-
partment, who gave only 
his surname, Gao, said the 
accident’s cause was still 
under investigation and no 
other information could be 
provided.

Investigators suspect a 
truck carrying the highly 
flammable compound 
ethane for use by a separa-
te nearby chemical factory 
exploded as it was passing 
the Shenghua plant, the of-
ficial Xinhua News Agency 
reported. The flames then 
spread to other trucks but 
not to the Shenghua com-
plex itself, which continued 
to operate as normal, the 
report said.

Footage from state broad-
caster China Central Televi-
sion showed row after row 
of charred tanker trucks 

with smoke still rising from 
some of them, hours after 
the explosion occurred.

On its website, Hebei 
Shenghua described itself 
as a “backbone enterprise 
of the city, and for the do-
mestic chlor-alkali indus-
try and one of the Top 500 
chemical enterprises in the 
country.”

According to the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency, the chlor-alkali 
electrolysis process is used 
mainly to manufacture 
chlorine, along with hydro-
gen and sodium hydroxide 
solution.

Chlorine is one of the 
most commonly produced 
chemicals, widely used in 
the textile and paper indus-
tries, as well as for general 
cleaning and disinfecting 
and as a raw material for 
synthetic organic chemis-
try. It is also an essential 
component of construction 
materials, solvents and in-
secticides.

Other products made at 
the plant include PVC re-
sins, caustic soda, hydro-
chloric acid, oxygen, chlo-
rine, dissolved acetylene, 
coated kettle agent, water 
treatment chemicals and 
new building materials, 
according to the company 
website.

The company is a subsi-
diary of state-owned China 
National Chemical Corpo-
ration, China’s largest che-
mical company, listed 167th 
on the Fortune Global 500 
list.

Industrial safety is a major 
concern in China, where re-
quirements for the storage 
and transport of chemicals 
and other dangerous pro-
ducts are often weakly en-
forced.

A massive explosion in 
2015 traced to improperly 
stored chemicals killed at 
least 173 people in Tianjin, 
about an hour east of Beijing. 
More recently, 52 people 
were sickened when around 
7 tons of the common chemi-
cal additive C9 leaked while 
workers were loading barrels 
onto a ship in Fujian provin-
ce on Nov. 4.

While the ruling Com-
munist Party emphasizes 
improvements in indus-
trial safety, the authorities 
remain extremely sensitive 
about the potential for so-
cial unrest.

Over recent years, gras-
s-roots movements have 
brought thousands of peo-
ple onto the streets in cities 
across China to protest ac-
cidents and plans for che-
mical plants, garbage inci-
nerators and other projects 
deemed harmful to the en-
vironment.

In the C9 leak case, poli-
ce staged a late night raid 
on the hotel room of a re-
porter writing about the 
accident for one of China’s 
most respected business 
media groups. The officers, 
who said they were conduc-
ting a routine inspection, 
departed after conducting 
a search, but footage of 
the raid was leaked online, 
prompting the local police 
department to issue a rare 
apology. AP

22 dead in blast outside 
northern China 
chemical plant
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 The plant 
is located in 
zhangjiakou, 
which is to 
play host 
to the 2022 
Winter 
olympics


