‘crazy rich asians’

tender for fourth
bridge launched

portugal to
join belt and
road initiative

not clicking in china

The public tender for the design
project and construction of the
fourth bridge between the Macau
and Taipa was launched
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Chinese audiences aren’t exactly
going nuts over the U.S. box office
hit “Crazy Rich Asians,” despite its
all-Asian cast and theme
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“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

WORLD BRIEFS

Following heavy criticism

ap photo

Gov’t scraps holiday
change proposal

ap photo

India A court yesterday
ruled that officials may
hold a British man while
they investigate him
for alleged bribery in a
canceled USD670 million
helicopter deal between
India and an Italian
defense company.

P3

renato marques

South Korea A
beleaguered South
Korean curling official
says he and his family
will leave the sport for
good as the government
investigates their alleged
abusive treatment of
the “Garlic Girls,” the
country’s hugely popular
Olympic silver medalists.

US-Russia President
Vladimir Putin yesterday
warned the United States
that if it walks out of a
key arms treaty and starts
developing the type of
missiles banned by it,
Russia will do the same.

ap photo

US-Iran The United
States and Iran are trading
accusations over Tehran’s
latest ballistic missile test,
which the U.N. Security
Council discussed behind
closed doors without
taking any action.

More on backpage

Benfica Macau barred
from AFC Cup again

iffam SUPPLEMENT inside

Yemen’s warring parties
will meet in Sweden this
week for another attempt
at talks aimed at halting
their catastrophic 3-yearold war, but there are
few incentives for major
compromises, and the
focus is likely to be on
firming up a shaky deescalation.
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Daniel Beitler

C

limate change is going to
make the sub-tropical cities
of southern China even warmer,
Hong Kong’s former Under Secretary for the Environment
warned at a talk held last week
at the City University of Macau.
But, she noted, the cities of the
Greater Bay Area can take measures to enhance their resilience.
Christine Loh, who is currently
the chief development strategist
at the Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology’s Institute for the Environment, outlined a number of climate-related
challenges that Macau, Hong
Kong and the cities of the Greater Bay Area are likely to face in
the near future.
The former official, who held
the Under Secretary post between 2012 and 2017, said that
extreme snaps of hot and cold
weather, rising sea levels and a
higher occurrence of rainfallinduced landslides presented
region-specific challenges to the
Greater Bay Area.
“Whether we like it or not, and
no matter how hard we work
on reducing carbon emissions,
warming has come to a stage
where severe climate events are
happening and will continue to
happen,” she said. “We live in a
hot climate, but it’s going to get
hotter.”
However, while temperatures
in the years ahead are expected
to climb, scientists also predict
that there will be more frequent
and intense cold snaps, which
they say will endanger vulnerable groups such as the elderly and
the poor.
“The mortality rate in Hong
Kong for those very cold moments in the last two or three
years has actually been higher

Daniel Beitler

Climate change to bring unique
challenges to Greater Bay Area

emergency, it may be that your
neighbor is more important to
you than your government - because it may be your neighbor
who saves you.”
The role of the community in
preparing itself to resist climate
phenomena is broad, but could
cover early warning systems or
drills organized by community
leaders.
Other significant weather-related problems that are likely to
arise from climate change include rising sea levels, more intense
rainfall and severe landslides.

Warming has
come to a
stage where
severe climate
events are
happening and
will continue to
happen.

Christine Loh

Christine Loh

[than in the exceptionally hot
moments],” said Loh. “When
it’s very cold and there’s no heating… this is actually a big problem.”
Though her research team is
primarily concerned with the
situation in neighboring Hong
Kong, Loh believes that Macau
and the other cities of the Greater Bay Area will face similar
challenges.
For example, both Hong Kong
and Macau are home to highdensity residential tower blocks
that were not designed with air
ventilation in mind. On warmer

days, the configuration of tower
blocks threatens to trap hot air
in insulated pockets known as
microclimates.
The former government official
also warns of a domino effect
among the cities of the Greater
Bay Area, highlighting the rapid
pace of regional integration and
the consequent risk of spillover
when it comes to weather-related disasters.
“Our region, which we now call
the Greater Bay Area, is more
and more integrated,” said Loh.
“In this particular region, we
have investments in each other’s

places – there are lots of people
from Macau who have investments in southern China and
Hong Kong. We are already connected. If something were to happen because of this [regional]
infrastructure, it would affect
the activities of many people.”
In Loh’s opinion, the key to
weathering climate change is resilience and the ability to “adapt
to a new culture of coping.”
That starts with education –
both on a government and a
community level. In fact, she
said during last week’s talk,
“when there is a severe climate

“Our prediction is that the overall rainfall on an annual basis
will probably remain about the
same, however it is going to come
down in much bigger dumps,
making flooding risks higher,”
said Loh. She added that “the
higher downpour of rain presents an added risk of more severe
landslides” across the hilly landscape of Hong Kong.
With regards to sea level, Loh
suggested that certain physical
forces could cause an above average rise in the local area. About
67 million people live in the
cluster cities of the Pearl River
Delta estuary, most of whom reside within 50 kilometers of the
coast.
“Because of the different gravitational pull and other physical
forces – the sea level rise in our
area will actually be higher [than
the world average],” warned Loh.

EPM to hold self-empowerment seminar

I

n collaboration with
the Parents Association, the Escola Portuguesa de Macau (EPM),
will hold a Self-Empowerment Seminar today, discussing “Coaching and
Personal Development”
for adults and teenagers.
Between 6:30 p.m. and
8:30 p.m. at its premises,

the seminar will provide
an overview of different
methods to empower individuals in their personal and professional lives
through the transformation of thoughts and actions.
According to a statement issued by the
school, a personal de-
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velopment exercise will
be taught during the seminar, which will provide the audience with
a personal overview of
their current and future potential choices that
will impact areas of their
lives.
“The audience will have
the opportunity to learn

how the power of choice
is manifested, consciously and/or unconsciously, and how deeply these
choices impact the quality of our personal and
professional lives,” the
statement read.
This seminar will be
delivered by Susana and
Luke Hancock, both qua-

lified therapists and life
coaches and founders of
the project “Sacred Place” in Thailand.
The speakers already
delivered a Self- Empowerment Course last
July at the EPM school
for teenagers and will return from July 1 to 5 next
year to deliver the same
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course for teenagers at
the school.
Both speakers are also
delivering a Self-Empowerment Course for
adults, career professionals, parents and teachers at the Yoga Loft in
Macau from February
2 to 9, 2019, during the
Chinese New Year holiday season.
This course will provide
methodologies, tools and
coaching support.
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Holiday amendment proposal shelved

Julie Zhu

T

he government has
canceled the holiday
change proposal in the
latest Labor Law amendment. The proposal stated that
three days out of four (New Year’s
Day, Ching Ming Festival, the day
following Chong Chao, and the
Chong Yeung Festival) could be
taken on other public holidays,
meaning that these days could
be normal working days for some
workers.
Government and employers engaged in a three-hour discussion
about the Labor Law amendment proposals during yesterday’s Standing Committee for the
Coordination of Social Affairs.
The participants included the
Secretary for Economy and Finance, Lionel Leong, the Director of the Labour Affairs Bureau
(DSAL), Wong Chi Hong, the
President of the Macau Federation of Trade Unions, Leong Wai
Fong (representative of the employees), and the Vice-President
of the Macao Chamber of Commerce, Chui Yuk Lum (representative of the employers).
Yesterday, six Labor Law
amendment proposals were
approved by both the employers

Lionel Leong presided yesterday’s meeting

and the employees: five days of
paid paternity leave, an additional 14 days of paid maternity leave, compensation for overlapping
holidays and weekends, compensation for working during compulsory holidays, and two additional amendments concerning
compensation for working on
mandatory holidays.
These six amendments will have
their drafts finalized and will enter legislative procedures as soon
as possible.
“Since there is a huge disagreement between the employers and
the employees, the three parties
agreed to temporarily shelve the

discussion of the ‘three in four’
proposal. We think the government is seeking the truth from
the facts,” said the representative of the employees, Leong Wai
Fong.
Talking about the meeting,
Leong said that “we all have our
own basis, and we expressed
our own [opinions].” Moreover,
Leong expressed that the employees’ sector strongly opposes
the ‘three in four’ proposal.
The representative of employers, Chui Yuk Lum, also
made a statement on the results
of the meeting:
“We, the employers, need es-

pecially to highlight that, regardless of the original ‘three in ten’
or the current ‘three in four’, the
proposal was not made by us, the
employers. Secondly, we feel that
the government made this proposal out of kindness, and that
the proposal provides flexibility.”
Chui added “we hope that the law
amendment can fully take care of
SMEs and provide them with a
better commercial environment.”
However, Chui accused the government of “having completely
failed to consider the capacity of
SMEs” because it eventually set a
five-day paid paternity leave while the previous proposal sugges-

ted three to five days.
“We feel like the government
disrespected and even ignored
the employers’ opinion,” said
Chui.
“Regarding maternity leave,
[the employers] clearly remember that […] the government proposed 14 days of unpaid maternity leave, but it turned out to be
14 days of paid maternity leave,”
said Chui.
The government proposed that,
in the first year, 14 days of paid
maternity leave be subsidized
by the government, and, in the
second year, only seven days be
subsidized.
“We expressed our strong dissatisfaction towards this. The government had proposed 14 days
to be unpaid, but now the unpaid
[leave] has become paid. The government should absolutely bear
the compensation for these 14
days,” said Chui.
“We will carry out the follow-up
works as soon as possible, including drafting the bill or bringing
the law to legislative procedures,”
said Lionel Leong.
DSAL Director Wong Chi Hong
could not provide information
regarding the timetable of the
law’s establishment and implementation to the media.
ad
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xi jinping’s Visit to Lisbon

Portugal signs agreement to
join Belt and Road Initiative
Antonio Costa. The two governments signed a memorandum of understanding on
jointly advancing the construction of the Belt and Road
after the meeting, which was
witnessed by the two leaders.
The Chinese President visit
to Portugal ended yesterday,
the final stop in a global tour
that has included Panama,
Spain and the Group of 20
meeting in Argentina.
China became a major investor in Portugal during the
country’s 2011-2014 international bailout program.
Xi Jinping walks with Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa (right)

right approach defies geographical distance; it is thicker
than glue and stronger than
metal and stone,” Xi said
China and Portugal are good
friends and partners who are
getting along with each other.
Rebelo de Sousa said that

Portugal is willing to support
the Belt and Road Initiative
and accepted Xi’s invitation
to take part in a summit about
the Chinese project, to be held
in Beijing in April.
Yesterday, Xi Jinping met
Portuguese Prime Minister

Macau fifth most popular
travel destination in the world
M

acau is the fifth
most popular travel
destination in the world,
according to a Euromonitor
International ranking based
on 2017 international arrivals data. Numbers released
by the Statistics and Census
Service (DSEC) indicate that
visitor arrivals topped 32.61
million in 2017, up by 5.4
percent year-on- year.
Worldwide, inbound arrivals will probably increase
5 percent to reach 1.4 billion
trips in 2018, according to
the London-based market
research company’s Top
100 City Destinations report, which was released
Tuesday.
Arrivals to this year’s top100 city destinations are
poised to increase by 7.5 percent overall, the importance
of city hubs for the global
travel industry expanding,
said Wouter Geerts, a travel research consultant with
Euromonitor. Asia continues to rise in the rankings,
accounting for 41 out of this
year’s top 100 cities.
Areas of the Middle East
and Africa will probably benefit least, with cities such
as Jerba and Sousse in Tunisia, and Sharm el Sheikh
in Egypt, dropping out of

the rankings “mainly due to
terrorist attacks and subsequent slumping demand,”
Geerts said, adding that Cairo is defying the trend with a
resurgence in arrivals.
Japan and India stand out
for their strong growth in
inbound city arrivals. Cities
such as Osaka and Chiba
have shown average annual
growth of 43 percent and 35
percent respectively from
2012 to 2017, while Delhi
and Mumbai have averaged
more than 20 percent annual growth.
Porto, named Europe’s leading destination at the 2018
World Travel Awards, is

eur2 million to close luxury hotel

another city to watch, according to Euromonitor. The
Portuguese city is predicted
to benefit from a 7 percent
increase in arrivals in 2018,
and has advanced 42 slots in
the rankings since 2012 to
reach the top 100 this year.
Hong Kong leads the list of
cities with the most arrivals.
It is forecast to receive 29.8
million people in 2018, 7
percent more last year. Bangkok, London, Singapore,
Macau, Paris, Dubai, New
York, Kuala Lumpur and
Shenzhen, China, round out
the 10-most popular destinations, according to Euromonitor. MDT/Bloomberg

DURING HIS stay in Lisbon, Xi
Jinping and his delegation had the
city’s top luxury hotel closed to
other guests. For that, the Chinese
reportedly paid EUR2 million to
the Hotel Ritz, according to several media reports. The Chinese del-

egation brought several armored
limousines which were so big that
construction had to be done on
the exit gate of the airport and the
parking area of the hotel. According to the report, China paid for
those works.

Costa Nunes Kindergarten
free of charge for residents

T

he D. José Costa
Nunes Kindergarten will be included
in the list of schools
to offer free of charge
education for residents
in the upcoming academic year. The agreement was signed yesterday between the Association for Macanese
Education (APIM) and
the Education and
Youth Affairs Bureau
(DSEJ).
To the Times, the
president of APIM, Miguel de Senna Fernandes, explained that the
agreement would not
lead to any significant
changes in the operation of the school, nor
to its teaching.
“I hope there will be
no surprises [at a later stage],” said Senna Fernandes. “They
[DSEJ] have a high
consideration for the
kindergarten
and
any potential change
[in the current system] would require a
very long study and
thinking.”
Instead, the changes
to the institution would “have to do with the
accounting, since we
will be dealing with

paulo barbosa

hina wants to continue to take advantage of
Portugal’s privileged geographical location by deepening
its political and business ties
with the southern European
country, Chinese President Xi
Jinping said.
“We should continue to expand and improve our existing projects, increase trade and create other areas of
growth,” Xi said at a joint
press conference with Portuguese President Marcelo
Rebelo de Sousa. “We should bolster our cooperation in
other markets.”
Xi said the two countries enjoy a long history of friendly
exchanges, adding that since
the establishment of diplomatic ties 39 years ago, China
and Portugal have always witnessed win-win cooperation
with mutual understanding,
respect and trust. Noting an
ancient Chinese saying, “A
partnership forged with the

ap photo

C

In May, China Three Gorges
Corp. offered 9.1 billion euros (USD10.3 billion) to raise
its stake in Portuguese utility EDP-Energias de Portugal SA, which would be this
year’s biggest Chinese overseas acquisition if accepted,
according to data compiled
by Bloomberg. Portugal already attracts wealthy Chinese
with its so-called golden visa
program that allows foreign
individuals to buy property
valued at 500,000 euros or
more in return for residency.
Other Chinese investments
in the country include China
State Grid’s 25 percent stake
in energy operator REN-Redes Energeticas Nacionais
SA. Fosun Group is the biggest shareholder in lender
Banco Comercial Portugues
SA with a 27 percent stake,
and controls insurer Fidelidade. MDT/Agencies

subsidies that come
directly from DSEJ
and in that sense we
must have a very rigorous approach to the
accounts since we are
dealing with public
funds.”
“But this does not
upset us in any way
since we are already
used to this and the
accounts have been
reviewed one by one
and without problems,” he explained,
adding that he expected the transition to
be hassle-free.
For the academic
year of 2019/20, the
only significant difference for parents and
guardians is that “Macau residents will stop
paying the normal tui-

tion fee from the start
of the next academic
year, from September
2019.”
The measure, as in
other
institutions,
applies only for the tuition fee as additional
services will continue
to be charged. “Parents
will continue to pay the
extra costs such as the
extra-curricular activities and the meals and
other small things.”
Senna
Fernandes
also noted that only
Macau residents could
be included in this system,
acknowledging
that the school does
have several students
that are not Macau residents and would not
see any difference next
year. RM
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Interview

Alexis Tam envisages a new landmark in c
Grace Geng, Macau Inc
Special to MDT

A

lexis Tam says the
government has a bold
vision for the future
development of Macau’s tourism industry, and the
Art Macao event, which will be
inaugurated next year, plays a
big role in it.
The Macau SAR government
headquarters, a typical southern
European style structure with a
pink façade and a large garden,
both reflects and preserves the
city’s cultural history. The former residence of the Portuguese
Governor of Macau, each year
on its annual Open Day, throws
open its doors to the public so
that the people of Macau can
both appreciate its beauty and
contemplate the city’s past.
It is fitting that this is where we
will meet Alexis Tam, Secretary
for Social Affairs and Culture.
As a senior member of the Macau government, Tam is known
for his international-minded vision and an innovative approach to administration. In today’s
interview, we are fortunate to be
given a deeper look into an important concept for the government as 2018 draws to a close
and 2019 beckons. It is that
building a unique image for
Macau, embedded in cultural
tourism, will have an immeasurable influence on the city’s development.
- As a small city focused
on leisure and cultural tourism development, what
unique advantages do you
think Macau has?
Alexis Tam (AT) - We already have four “name cards”.
First, Macau is the place where
Chinese and Western cultures
meet. The governance of Portugal has left its footprint in
Macau’s over-400-year history.
This type of cultural integration
took place much earlier than
that in Shanghai, dating back to
the Ming dynasty. It is still quite visible in Macau and no other
Chinese city bears its resemblance. In 2005, we successfully
applied to UNESCO for recognition as a world heritage site.
Second, last year we successfully
promoted Macau to be designated by UNESCO as a “Creative
City of Gastronomy”. We have a
lot still to do around this theme.
Third, the collection of “Chapas
Sínicas” (Official Records of Macau During the Qing Dynasty
(1693-1886), jointly nominated
by the Archives of Macao under
the Cultural Affairs Bureau and
the National Archive of Torre do Tombo of Portugal, has
been successfully inscribed on
the internationally recognized
Memory of the World Register.
It shows that Macau was once a

Alexis Tam (third from right)

hub port of China’s foreign trade
and exchanges and a convergence point of Eastern and Western
culture due to the busy marine
traffic passing through here.
Fourth, Macau is a free port
and an important node of the
Maritime Silk Road. It is also a
member of the “China Maritime
Silk Road Tourism Promotion
Alliance” and the “Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater
Bay Area Urban Tourism Federation”. It can build a bridge to
develop cooperation in tourism
between European counties and
China and to promote more effective interaction.
- For the Creative City
designation, do you have
more plans?
AT - Yes, we do. Last year,
Macau was designated as a new
member of UNESCO Creative
Cities Network (UCCN) in the
field of Gastronomy. But Macau
has a lot more potential. The government will strive to build a
creative city with diverse development in other fields, including
design, film, food, literature,
music, media arts, handicraft, and folk arts. For example,
Venice was originally a port of
commerce in the middle ages.
Later, due to the development of
other European cities, it lost its
shine. But about 100 years ago,
Venice decided to build a commercial street to host internatio-

nal promotions. It invited other
countries to build pavilions and
take part in biannual exhibitions
to promote their own artists,
which was very successful. In so
doing, Venice became world-renowned once again. This is the
charm of a creative city.
At present, Macau is building a
creative city with multiple layers
of dynamic and static elements.
Art Macao is an important part
of it. We have encouraged all the
Macau gaming concessionaires
to hold contemporary art exhibitions at the same time, from
May to October. Together, we
will turn hotel lobbies and multi-function halls into showcases
of world-class contemporary
art. We will invite artists of different levels, including college
students of fine arts, to come to
exhibit, exchange, and improve
our offerings.
We have set up a working group
to achieve this, and the leaders
of the six concessionaires are
very supportive. I have also personally visited the consuls and
government representatives of
many countries in Hong Kong
and Macau, inviting them to encourage their artists to visit Macau. I believe it will be a win-win
situation with synergistic effects. The hotels will hold exhibitions of paintings, sculptures,
or other types of art to showcase
the works of the world’s top contemporary artists.

Outside the hotels, there is
much to see, as Macau is a
beautiful historical city. We
continue to enrich it. For example, on the Avenida do Coronel
Mesquita, the original 12-room
house, which was used as a
dormitory in old times, will
become an art exhibition hall.
It can hold exhibitions for 12
artists at the same time. Other
cultural venues under construction include the Grand Prix
Museum, the Xian Xinghai Memorial Hall, and the Charity
Memorial Hall next to the Our
Lady of Sorrows Church.
From May to October next
year, along with the art exhibitions in the hotels and city
districts all over Macau, the
government will hold a variety
of cultural activities, including
the International Art Festival
of Macau, the Macau International Music Festival, the
Macau International Youth
Dance Festival, Wushu Maters
Challenge, etc. All these events together form Art Macao.
It will last for six consecutive
months. We can imagine how
wonderful it will be. Macau
will become a city with exhibition halls and festival activities
everywhere. All the tourism
and cultural hotspots, like the
summer stars, will be able to
shine with each other. Together
with other events such as the
Grand Prix, the International

Marathon, the International
Boxing Games, the International Film Festival, Macao International Fireworks Display
Contest, and the International Light Festival, visitors will
have a much more diverse and
rich experience in Macau.
- Many of these activities
have “International” in
their title. Could you elaborate?
AT - Yes. You can see from
next year that our art festival
has added the word “International” in its title, and other activities will also emphasize being
more international. This is how
Macau is being positioned take
advantage of its status as a node
of the Maritime Silk Road. Internationalization means that
when tourists arrive at their hotel, they can not only see a local
pavilion or engage in local activities, but also many other things. As Macau is an international
tourist destination and an international cultural exchange platform, it will attract much more
international tourists.
- The government had
been promoting tourism
in old districts such as the
Rua dos Ervanarios. Please
elaborate.
AT - We have different markets of visitors to focus on. For
example, tourists who favor art
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cultural tourism
works can visit hotels, cultural centers, and art museums.
Others who enjoy authentic folk
art and traditional culture can
walk around the communities
in the old districts. The Rua dos
Ervanarios is close to the Ruins
of St Paul – one of the city’s most
famous landmarks. This area
was famous for shops selling
antiques in colonial times. Now
it is easily transformed into a
cultural and creative area. More
than 35 million tourists visit
this area every year. The government will provide support in
policy, finance, and publicity to
help cultural and creative enterprises to operate here.

Macau will
become a
city with
exhibition halls
and festival
activities
everywhere.

Alexis Tam

- How will Macau leverage
its tourism and cultural advantages to integrate into
the development opportunities of the Greater Bay
Area?
AT - That is very important.
We can further promote our
tourism attractions, cultural resources, and other products to
all the cities in the Greater Bay
Area. Under the idea of “one trip,
multiple stops, mutual benefit”,
we can expand to the Greater
Bay Area and attract more visitors from overseas. Excellent
resources nearby, such as the
old Diaolou [traditional houses]
in Kaiping, and the Chimelong
Ocean Kingdom in Hengqin,
can be jointly promoted. In the
context of the Greater Bay Area,
we can also redevelop the old
“cruise tour” into a high-end
sea tour, featuring music bands,
tasteful catering, and beautiful
scenery. In the future, we expect
to see many sea tour programs
competing against each other in
the Greater Bay Area.
- What impact do you
think recent global trade and economic tensions
could have on Macau’s de-

velopment of cultural tourism?
AT - Despite the Sino-US
trade dispute, I am optimistic
about Macau’s future. Macau
is a world center of tourism
and leisure. That is why such a
small city can attract so many

tourists. With the opening of
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge, international visitors
can come directly to Macau
through the Hong Kong airport.
Following the development of
the Greater Bay Area, I believe
Macau will soon become a key

part of one of the world’s most
outstanding city clusters. I have
full confidence in this. I believe
we are doing what we should be
doing right now: not only can
we see the future, but also will
witness the process of turning it
into reality.
ad
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IC apologizes
for stopping
reporter
from taking
pictures

Football

The Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) Director,
Mok Ian Ian, has
apologized on the behalf
of the bureau for the
incident in which a
journalist was stopped
by IC’s security from
taking pictures of the
Ruins of St. Paul’s light
decorations. It was
reported earlier this
week that a local reporter
was ordered by IC’s
security to not record the
Ruins of St. Paul’s light
decorations. Mok pledged
she will issue a warning
letter to the security
company requesting it
enhance knowledge of
IC’s instructions.

Daniel Beitler

Police officer
dismissed
after illegally
entering
casino
A police officer from the
Public Security Police
Force (PSP) has been
dismissed after he was
discovered in March of
this year entering casinos
and removing casino
chips left on a gambling
table by other people. The
PSP reiterates that unless
there is legal permission
for a police officer to
enter a casino, all police
officers must strictly
comply with the city’s
regulation regarding
police officers entering
casino premises.

Helpers
require
training to
help seniors
The head of the nursery
department of the Kiang
Wu Hospital, Wong
Cheng Wa, has reported
that some domestic
helpers have been
providing improper care
to seniors. Yesterday, a
a TDM radio program,
Wong said that some
domestic helpers need
instructions on how to
take care of seniors or
those who are bedridden.
Giving an example,
Wong noted that some
caretakers [domestic
helpers] do not help
laying-down seniors turn
over, which could result
in skin problems.
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澳聞

After stunning debut, Benfica
barred from AFC again
A

fter surpassing all expectations in this year’s Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
Cup, local team Benfica de Macau will be staying home next year
for failing to meet administrative
requirements for their participation. The club’s president, frustrated on being barred for the second
time in two years, says he is considering a “downsizing” of Benfica
in future.
Last year Benfica made a
stunning debut in the group stage of the prestigious tournament,
winning four out of six games and
finishing second in its group after North Korea’s April 25 Sports
Club. Participation in the international tournament was seen as the
next big step for the club, which
has dominated local football in recent years and was seeking more
competitive challenges abroad.
But the club will be staying in
Macau next year after an embarrassing administrative failure that
might have been avoided.
It is the second time in just two
years that the club has been barred from participating on account
of an administrative error and,
just as in 2017, Benfica lays the
blame partly on the shoulders of
the Macau Football Association.
Speaking to the Times in an interview this week, Benfica President Duarte Alves accused the
Macau FA, the sole official body
responsible for coordinating the
sport in the MSAR, of neglecting
club football in favor of the socalled Macau “national” team.
He said that the embarrassing situation might have been avoided
if the Macau FA had been more
proactive in supporting club football.

renato marques
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Duarte Alves (left) during a press conference prior to an AFC match earlier this year

“From my point of view, there has been no support from the
Macau FA for any Macau team to
participate in the AFC Cup. They
don’t see it as an important tool to
developing local football,” he said.
“It’s a shame that they only seem
to care about the national team –
they don’t care about the clubs.”
Football clubs require a license issued by the AFC in order
to compete in the international
tournament each year. A change
in the registration policy in 2017
mandated that local football associations be responsible for coordinating the license application.
As per the license requirements,
participating teams are expected
to have under-18 and under-16
teams competing in a local championship. However, during this
year’s application for the AFC license, the Macau FA announced
that local schools would be permitted to field their own teams in
a separate Macau-based championship, unintentionally depleting the Benfica youth teams of

players.
A second license requirement
that went unfulfilled this year was
for participating teams to own or
have access to a stadium to play
their own matches. According to
Alves, Macau bureaucratic procedures dictate that “everything has
to go through the Macau FA” in
regards to the stadium and therefore the football association needed to clarify the situation with
AFC organizers.
He said that the AFC is generally
flexible on these requirements,
though they have to be clearly communicated to organizers
ahead of the registration deadline.
“We explained all our exceptions
last year [to the AFC] and they
were accepted. The regulations
are exactly the same this year,”
said a perplexed Alves.
In Alves’s opinion, the latest
administrative error stems from
what he perceives as the Macau
FA’s lack of interest in club-level
football in Macau.
“I think that the MFA is simply

focused on fulfilling whatever is
required to get the FIFA AFC subsidies – for example, having the
various league echelons,” he proposed. “They are not focused on
developing the game itself. They
just do whatever is required to get
the subsidies and be recognized
internationally as a football association.”
“The big losers are Macau football and its fans,” he added.
The Macau FA did not respond
to a Times’ request for a comment
by press time.
Benfica made its first entry into
the AFC Cup’s qualification round in 2015, before going on the
following year to set a new record
as the first Macau club to win a
match in any AFC competition
with a 4-2 victory over Rovers FC
of Guam.
Then disappointment struck in
2017 when the club was not properly registered for the tournament. Benfica accused the Macau
FA of negligence and described
the failure to register the club as
“embarrassing”, but the Macau
FA countered that there had been
a “miscommunication from both
sides.”
“If things continue like this, we
will reconsider our involvement in
the sport at this level,” said Alves.
“We are getting the message that
it’s not worth it. Those who are
leading football in Macau don’t
see the AFC Cup as an important
stepping stone, so I personally
don’t think it’s worth continuing
at this level.”
“The football [in Macau] will go
back 10 or 15 years to what it was
before. But if that’s what the guys
who are heading the sport in Macau envision […] then we might
as well downsize,” he said. “It’s a
shame but it’s out of our control.”

Tender for design and construction
of the fourth bridge launched

T

he public tender for
the design project
and construction of the
fourth road-link bridge
between the Peninsula
and Taipa Island was launched yesterday by the
Infrastructure Development Office (GDI) with
the publication of a notice in the Official Gazette.
This is the second phase
of tender in which only
seven pre-selected bidders chosen after a first
phase of selection are
allowed to participate.
According to the published
announcement,

the time for the design
and construction works
to be contracted is 1,140
days in total and bidders
can submit their proposal
until February 27, 2019.
The announcement of
the tender establishes a
total of seven intermediate targets for various
works, each with a defined deadline. For instance, the time for the completion of the first stake
has a deadline of 250
working days while deadline for the completion
and delivery of drawings
and documents related

to the execution project
will have a limit of 450
working days.
The last of these intermediate goals establishes
a limit of 1,225 working
days for completion of
all structures of the main
bridge, including all the
foundations, structures
and main deck.
According to information previously made
available by the GDI, the
fourth bridge, to rise on
the eastern side of the
territory, will link Zone
A of the new landfills and
the artificial island of the

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge (HKZMB)
to the “E1” land plot of
new landfills in the Pac
On area at the side of
the headquarters of the
Immigration
Services,
in Taipa in a “Y” system,
giving it some resemblance to the HKZMB.
The main section of this
bridge is estimated to
have a length of 3.1 kilometers and a total of eight
road lanes (four in each
direction) which includes
two central lanes dedicated to the circulation of
two-wheel vehicles.

Additionally, according
to details published by
the GDI, this structure
will include wind protection barriers that will be
installed within the main
body of the bridge to reduce the wind speed at
the bridge deck, theoretically allowing safer use
in the case of hoisting
typhoon signal No 8.
The Secretary for Transport and Public Works,
Raimundo do Rosário,
revealed yesterday that
the fourth bridge will not
be used for the LRT project. RM
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alaysia’s
tiff
with neighboring Singapore over air space
and port waters is escalating, a sign of renewed bickering not seen in years.
First came Malaysia saying on
Tuesday it wants to retake airspace
in Johor from neighboring Singapore in stages beginning end-2019.
Singapore’s transport ministry responded by saying that both countries had an agreement dating back
to 1974 that gave Singapore the right to provide air traffic services in
the airspace above southern Johor.
The very same day brought a
Singapore protest over Malaysia’s
move to extend the limits of a port
in Johor, the state bordering Singapore. The unilateral action encroaches into Singapore’s territorial waters, Singapore’s Ministry of
Transport said.
Yesterday, Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad fired
back, saying moves to extend the
limits of the Johor port did not encroach into Singapore’s territorial
waters. Malaysia “can measure”
to see whether this is true or not,
Mahathir told reporters.

bloomberg

Malaysia’s tiff with Singapore
escalates with war of words

The Gardens by The Bay, Singapore

The latest salvo came from Singapore late Wednesday, with its
foreign ministry saying Malaysian
government vessels have made a
series of “provocative intrusions”
into Singapore territorial waters
despite the nation’s diplomatic
protests. Foreign Affairs Minister
Vivian Balakrishnan stressed in
a phone call with his Malaysian
counterpart the need for Malaysia
to cease these intrusions to comply
with international law, according
to the statement.
“The latest statement does sug-

gest that Singapore is not taking
this lightly at all,” said Eugene Tan,
a law professor at Singapore Management University and former
nominated member of parliament.
“This could be an indication that if
there are further intrusions, Singapore would take even more assertive actions that could amount to
arresting these vessels.”
Singapore’s transport ministry
has also issued documents - including an extract of meeting minutes - on what transpired between
authorities on both sides regarding

the airspace issues, according to a
local media report.
The two nations, which were
once part of the same country,
had a fractious relationship during
Mahathir’s first stint in power from
1981 to 2003. The bluntly-spoken
Mahathir famously sparred with
then-Singapore leader Lee Kuan
Yew to the point of accusing him
of going “through the formalities”
of being democratic. Mahathir is
now back in power after a shock
election victory in May.
It is within Malaysia’s right to deploy its enforcement and relevant
competent agencies in its territorial sea, Transport Minister Loke
said in a statement yesterday.
Loke urged Singapore to prevent its enforcement agencies
from further intruding into Malaysia’s territorial sea. “These
actions by Singapore amount to
serious violations of Malaysia’s
sovereignty and international law
and are unconducive to good bilateral relations, cause confusion
for the international shipping
community and lead to increased
navigational and safety risks to all
parties.” MDT/Bloomberg
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Hong Kong

Office rents
60 percent
higher than
in New York
Hong Kong’s Central area
has taken the prize for the
world’s most expensive
premium office rents for
a fourth year running,
according to global real
estate consultant JLL.
Occupancy costs - including
rent, taxes and service
charges - are 60 percent
higher than New York’s
Midtown and almost 75
percent more costly than
London’s West End, JLL’s
Premium Office Rent
Tracker, which crunches
data in the premier office
districts of 61 cities, shows. If
you’re looking for somewhere
cheap to base your business,
best head to Africa. Office
rents in Johannesburg are
just $20 per square foot per
year, and not much more
expensive in Nairobi. Kuala
Lumpur is also pretty cost
competitive, as is Manila.
Premium office rents refer
to the ‘top achievable’ in
units over 10,000 square feet
(930 square meters) in key
buildings in the prime office
districts of each city, JLL said.
ad
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中國

G

ermany’s top official for
human rights was due to visit Tibet this week for a dialogue with Chinese counterparts
after being denied permission
to visit the heavily policed northwestern region of Xinjiang.
German Human Rights Commissioner Barbel Kofler said in
a statement that she had wanted to travel to Xinjiang, where
an estimated 1 million members of the Turkic Muslim Uighur minority have been held
in political re-education camps
in what China calls a campaign
against terrorism and religious
extremism.
“I am shocked by reports of
the treatment of the Turkic Uighur minority,” Kofler’s statement said. She said she would
“continue to push for permission to visit Xinjiang soon.”
Former inmates and monitoring groups say those interned
in the camps are subjected to
prison-like conditions and forced to renounce their religion
and cultural background while
swearing loyalty to Communist
Party leader and President Xi
Jinping.
In addition, more than 1
ad

million
local
government
workers have been deployed to
move in with Uighur families to
monitor their religious practices and political commitments,
with those considered disloyal
sent to the internment camps.

ap photo

German human rights commissioner
to visit Tibet, but not Xinjiang
I am shocked
by reports of
the treatment
of the Turkic
Uighur minority.
Barbel Kofler
Uighurs have long reported
economic, political and cultural
discrimination at the hands of
the country’s majority Han Chinese, but the last two years have
seen a monumental ramping up
of repression that has sparked
the beginnings of an international backlash.
China’s campaign against
Muslims and other religious
minorities has been spreading
nationwide. Most recently, au-

An Uighur woman uses an electric-powered scooter to fetch school children as they ride past a picture showing President Xi
Jinping joining hands with a group of Uighur elders at the Unity New Village in Hotan

thorities in the largely Muslim
province of Gansu have ordered
the shutdown of a school teaching Arabic that had operated
for more than three decades,
according to state newspaper
Global Times.
The crackdown in Xinjiang

was preceded by a massive security campaign against antigovernment sentiment in Tibet,
which had been largely independent before communist forces invaded in 1950.
Kofler’s statement said that
conditions in Tibet give her

“great cause for concern” due
to restrictions on traditional
Buddhist culture and “excessive controls.” She travelled to
the Himalayan region late yesterday and will take part in the
dialogue on today and tomorrow.

thu 06.12.2018
th Anniversary

macau’s leading newspaper

C

hina issued an upbeat
but vague promise yesterday to carry out a
tariff cease-fire with
Washington but gave no details that might dispel confusion
about what Presidents Xi Jinping
and Donald Trump agreed to in
Argentina.
China has yet to confirm
Trump’s claim that Beijing committed to cut auto tariffs and buy
more American farm exports.
That, coupled with conflicting
statements by Trump and U.S.
officials, helped trigger a tumble in U.S. stock prices Tuesday
amid doubt about the chances
for a lasting settlement of a battle
over technology that threatens to
chill global economic growth.
“China will start from implementing specific issues on which consensus has been reached,
and the sooner, the better,” the
Commerce Ministry said on its
website.
The two sides have a “clear timetable and road map” for talks,
the ministry said, but gave no details. The ministry didn’t respond
to questions by phone and fax.
The Chinese silence prompted
questions about what Trump
said was a promise by Beijing to
buy more American exports and
negotiate over U.S. complaints
that it steals American technology.
Stock markets rose Monday after U.S. officials touted the agreement as a historic breakthrough.
But they plunged Tuesday after
Trump called himself “Tariff
Man” on Twitter and renewed
threats of penalty duties.
Be patient, said Ma Hong, a trade expert at Tsinghua University
in Beijing. He said Chinese leaders are right to move carefully
as they deal with contentious
details.
The delay in talking “isn’t a sign
of rejection, but of cautiousness,”
said Ma.
“The United States has put
forward many demands, not all
of them reasonable,” he said. Negotiations will proceed “step by

CHINA
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中國

Beijing promises action on US
trade deal but gives no details
step, not based on the rhythm of
the United States.”
Trump is pressing Beijing to
roll back plans for state-led development of Chinese technology champions that Washington
says violate its market-opening
commitments.
Chinese leaders have offered
to change some details of plans
such as “Made in China 2025.”
They have rejected pressure to
scrap strategies they see as a path
to prosperity and global influence, but foreign analysts say they
might be starting to understand
the depth of foreign opposition
to their plans.
Beijing has tried without success to recruit Europe, South Korea and other countries as allies
against Trump. They criticize
Washington’s tactics but share
its complaints.
This week’s confusion highlights the clash between the secrecy
and measured pace of the ruling
Communist Party and Trump,
who fires off dozens of Twitter

comments a day and cultivates
an image as a fast-paced, unpredictable deal-maker.
Chinese leaders routinely use
delays of months or years to
pressure negotiating partners.
Even on routine matters, with
no voters to placate and total
control of Chinese media, they
can frustrate other governments
by leaving them waiting weeks or
months for a response.
Beijing is less informative than
Washington, which “might sometimes be too transparent,”
with officials issuing conflicting
statements, said Louis Kuijs of
Oxford Economics.
Despite the Chinese silence, the
“atmosphere is more constructive” and Beijing might be more
willing to negotiate, Kuijs said.
He noted all the major American
players attended the Argentina
meeting, giving a sign of “buy
in” on a U.S. position. China has
responded to Washington’s list
of demands, though it is unclear
what Beijing said.

The Hong Kong newspaper
South China Morning Post, citing unidentified sources, said
Beijing was preparing to send a
30-member negotiating team to
Washington.
“I think there is a higher likelihood that we get meaningful
discussions now than in much of
the last six months,” said Kuijs.
Questions began to swirl after
China’s foreign minister read
a statement Saturday in Buenos Aires that said Washington
agreed to halt tariff hikes. Wang
Yi failed to mention industrial
policy or Trump’s demand that
Beijing make progress in changing it or face renewed duty increases.
That prompted some economists to ask whether Beijing
was presenting a positive image
for Chinese audiences or didn’t
understand the depth of American opposition to its technology
plans.
Earlier this week, China’s government issued a pledge that

Cinema

appeared to be aimed at mollifying U.S. complaints about rampant violations of patents and copyrights. It promised to create a
list of violators that would make
it harder for them to do business
or get government support.
Analysts noted, however, there
were no additional enforcement
efforts.
“The notice won’t convince
President Trump that China is
taking a serious stance on the
matter,” Irene Pang of ING said
in a report.
Meanwhile, Rabobank suggested a simpler explanation yesterday for China’s silence: Xi has yet
to return to Beijing to approve
official statements.
The president, China’s most
powerful leader since at least the
1980s, flew from Argentina to
Panama for an official visit and
yesterday was in Portugal.
“Talk about one-man rule!”
Rabobank researchers said in a
report. “(And does the man not
have email?)” AP

C

hinese audiences
aren’t exactly going
nuts over the U.S. box
office hit “Crazy Rich
Asians,” despite its allAsian cast and theme of
rising Asian prosperity.
Industry data show the
film made just USD1.2
million over the three
days of its initial release, far behind local productions in the world’s
second-largest
movie
market.
Chinese film industry
veteran Wei Junzi says
the movie’s focus on
Southeast Asian cultu-

re held little connection
for mainland Chinese,
despite the cast’s ethnic
makeup.
Warner Bros.’ breakout
romantic comedy hit
earned $173 million in
the U.S.
John M. Chu’s Singapore-set film took months to secure a release
date in China, a delay
some attributed to its
portrayal of extremely
wealthy Chinese Singaporeans.
Based on a best-selling
novel about Singapore’s wealthy elite, the

film topped the North
American box-office for
weeks over the summer
and has been celebrated
for opening the door to
more diverse casting
in Hollywood. While
applauding its promotion of Asian ethnicity
and culture, China’s
official Xinhua News
Agency said the film’s
characters
presented
a new stereotype and
“overlooked the survival pressure facing
Asian Americans.”
China Daily, the staterun English-language

newspaper, compared
“Crazy Rich Asians”
with “Hello, Mr. Billionaire,”
a
domestic
satire that became a
summer hit. While the
latter is “edgier, more
incisive,” the Warner
Bros. film “makes the
mistake of being too
gob-smacked by luxury
and too reverential to
the super-rich for too
much of the film’s duration.”
A planned sequel, “China Rich Girlfriend,” aims
to better capitalize on China’s film market. MDT/AP
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‘Crazy Rich Asians’ not clicking with Chinese audiences
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South Korean President Moon Jae-in and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un ride in a car during a parade through a street in Pyongyang, last September

D

ay after day, rampant speculation about North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un’s possible
trip to Seoul is making headlines
in South Korea, despite no official
confirmation from either government.
Many analysts say it would be
extremely difficult for Kim to fulfill
by the end of this year his reported
promise to become the first North
Korean leader to visit South Korea,
given limited time for preparation
and impasses in global diplomacy on his nuclear weapons. But
others say we will not know until
the year is over, noting that several previously unthinkable events
have happened in the past months, including Kim’s June summit
with President Donald Trump in
Singapore.
A look at the status of Kim’s possible trip to Seoul:
THE SPECULATION
As the year draws to a close, South Korean media, experts and politicians are churning out reports
and guesswork on whether Kim
will come to Seoul by the end of
December, or will postpone or
even spike his plan.
South Korean President Moon
Jae-in appears to be pushing Kim
to keep his promise, though he
said there is no time frame for his
visit. After a meeting with Trump
last week on the sidelines of the
G-20 summit in Argentina, Moon
told reporters that the two agreed
that Kim’s trip would play a “very
positive role” in U.S.-North Korea
nuclear diplomacy. Moon suggested that Trump agreed Kim’s Seoul
trip could come before the resumption of high-level U.S.-North
Korean talks, including a possible

Koreas

South abuzz about North
leader Kim’s possible trip
second Trump-Kim summit.
One of the time frames that South Korean media say would likely
be for Kim’s trip to South Korea
is Dec. 18-20. These dates are based on a belief that the two Koreas
would need more than a week
of preparation, and would allow
Kim to stay at home for a Dec. 17
memorial service for his late dictator father, Kim Jong Il. Also, Kim
would be busy in late December
preparing for his annual New
Year’s Day address to outline his
policy directions for 2019.
South Korea’s presidential Blue
House, however, has denied that
time frame.
The Blue House reiterated yesterday that Kim’s trip can occur either this month or early next year,
saying it’s up to North Korea.
THE OBSTACLES
So the ball is in Kim’s court now,
but his propaganda services have
been silent about a Seoul trip.
Kim might find such a trip less
beneficial now than when he
agreed to it following his third
summit with Moon in Pyongyang
in September. At the time, some
experts said the United States could soon accept a North Korean request for jointly declaring the end
of the 1950-53 Korean War as part
of security assurances to the North so that Kim could find it less
burdensome to make a symbolic,
emotionally charged trip to Seoul

after receiving that political concession.
But North Korea-U.S. diplomacy has since come to a standstill
amid disputes over a U.S. demand
that North Korea first disclose a
full inventory of its nuclear weapons and take other significant
denuclearization steps before
winning major outside rewards.
North Korea, for its part, now
wants sanctions relief, the end-of-war declaration and other reciprocal measures from the United
States, arguing it has taken some
steps, like dismantling its nuclear
testing facility and releasing American detainees.
Kim’s top lieutenants could also
persuade him not to go to Seoul,
citing worries about security arrangements for their “supreme
leader” visiting an enemy state.
It’s almost certain that Kim’s trip
would trigger huge daily protests
in Seoul by activists, conservative politicians and North Korean
defectors. South Korea’s main
conservative opposition says Kim
must first apologize for 2010 attacks blamed on the North that
killed 50 South Koreans before
stepping on South Korean soil.
WHY A KIM TRIP MATTERS
No North Korean leader has
traveled to South Korea since the
end of the Korean War, which killed millions. There have been five
summit talks between the leaders

of the Koreas, three of them between Kim and Moon, but they all
happened either in Pyongyang or
the inter-Korean border village of
Panmunjom.
When Kim’s influential sister,
Kim Yo Jong, and favorite pop
diva, Hyon Song Wol, came to
South Korea earlier this year at the
start of his outreach to the South,
their trips triggered a media frenzy
here, with TV cameras and photographers following their every
move. A Kim trip to Seoul would
surely garner even more worldwide attention.
Seoul is the bustling capital of a
country that Kim until last year
repeatedly vowed to destroy with
his nuclear weapons, and which
his dictator father and grandfather
wanted to unify with the North.
ap photo

Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

Moon would likely arrange many
emotional events, such as jointly
visiting South Korea’s highest
peak, Halla Mountain, like they
did to the North’s sacred Paektu
Mountain during their Pyongyang
summit. Kim also might address
South Korea’s parliament, after
Moon addressed a Pyongyang stadium packed with 150,000 people
at the September summit.
Moon said Kim’s trip would be
“unprecedented” and contain a
message of his commitment to nuclear disarmament, improvement
in inter-Korean relations and world peace.
But again, it appears to be up to
Kim, whose joint statement with
Moon in September stipulated only
that his visit to Seoul would come
“in the near future.” Moon later
said that means “within this year.”
Kim’s father, Kim Jong Il, vowed
to visit South Korea at an “appropriate time” after his 2000 summit with then-South Korean President Kim Dae-jung. But he did
not carry out his promise before
he died in late 2011, handing over
power to Kim Jong Un, his youngest son. AP
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Japan

Brazilian consul says arrested
Ghosn is healthy, wants thrillers
ap photo

he former Nissan
chairman
Carlos
Ghosn, who was arrested in Japan on suspicion of underreporting his income, seems prepared to fight
out his case and has asked for
thriller books, according to the
Brazilian consul general.
Joao de Mendonca Lima Neto,
one of the few visitors Ghosn
has been allowed to see under
Japan’s stringent rules, said
Ghosn was healthy and holding
up well.
“My impression is that he is a
strong man in the sense that he
will fight this out properly. He
doesn’t look worried,” Mendonca told The Associated Press on
Wednesday at Brazil’s consulate
in Tokyo. “I admire him for his
fortitude.”
Mendonca declined comment
on the specifics of the allegations against Ghosn, saying his
job was about helping Brazilian
citizens with their problems.
He said he has conveyed
Ghosn’s verbal messages to his
family and has relayed the family’s messages back. He declined to disclose details.
Ghosn, who headed the Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi Motors auto alliance, was arrested last month on suspicion he
underreported his income by
millions of dollars for years at a
time.

亞太版

Consul-General of Brazil Joao de Mendonca Lima Neto speaks during an interview
with AP in Tokyo yesterday

Born in Brazil, Ghosn holds
French, Lebanese and Brazilian
citizenships. Only representatives of a suspect’s home country
and attorneys can visit suspects
in detention in Japan.
Consular officials have visited
Ghosn four times in the last two

weeks, Mendonca said. They
brought history and philosophy books and fruit, but Ghosn
asked for thriller books to pass
the time.
Mendonca said he speaks with
Ghosn in Portuguese through a
glass barrier.

Although Japanese detention
cells are not heated and the
weather can be chilly, Mendonca said Ghosn told him he was
warm. He was wearing a blue
zipped-up top, he recalled.
“Dr. Ghosn has always said
that he is well and he is well
treated, given the circumstances,” he said. “He answers normally, ‘I’m fine.’”
Japanese media, without
identifying sources, have reported prosecutors will detain
Ghosn on additional allegations
beyond Dec. 10, when the period of detention allowed on the
first set of allegations against
him will run out. Prosecutors
have refused to comment except
in weekly meetings, when they
confirm some basic facts. Ghosn
has not been charged.
Since he was sent by Renault
SA of France to turn around a
near-bankrupt Nissan Motor
Co. two decades ago, Ghosn’s
star-level pay has drawn attention since executives in Japan

tend to be paid far less than their
international counterparts.
At the center of the allegations,
according to Japanese media
reports, is Ghosn’s deferred income, promised as money, stocks and other items for a later
date, including after retirement.
Nissan, which makes the March subcompact, Leaf electric car
and Infiniti luxury models, says
an internal investigation found
Ghosn hid his pay and misused
company funds and assets for
personal gain. The company
has ousted Ghosn as chairman
but has yet to pick a replacement.
Brazilians are proud of Ghosn,
Mendonca said.
“We also have a position of
wait and see. What you read
in the press is not what he is
saying. We are just waiting for
the result, and hopefully the
best result,” he said.
“Given
his position, he has been an
icon not only here but all over
the world.” AP
ad
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USA

Four men
charged in
Panama Papers
investigation
F

UK

May loses control over Brexit
endgame in parliament war
Tim Ross, Robert Hutton &
Jessica Shankleman

U

.K. Prime Minister
Theresa May is locked
in a power struggle with
the British Parliament that
looks set to determine the
final shape of Brexit.
May lost three key votes on
a day of drama in the House of Commons yesterday
[Macau time], highlighting
the weakness of her position
as she tries to ratify the deal
she’s struck with the European Union.
The result is that Parliament now has the potential
to decide on Britain’s “plan
B” if - as expected - it rejects May’s divorce agreement
with the EU in the biggest
vote of all next week.
That’s not what the premier wanted. It raises the
possibility that members
of Parliament could seek
to pursue a softer withdrawal - including potentially staying in the bloc’s
single market - or even
attempt to stop Brexit entirely.
One option that could gather momentum over the
weeks ahead is for a second
referendum to allow the public to overturn the decision
of the first.
“No longer must the will
of Parliament - reflecting
the will of the people - be di-

minished,” Tory lawmaker
Dominic Grieve said after
engineering one of May’s
defeats. “Parliament must
now take back control and
then give the final decision
back to the public because,
in the end, only the people
can sort this out.”
But according to Leader
of the House of Commons
Andrea Leadsom, the crucial vote didn’t rule out a nodeal Brexit.
“It basically says Parliament, where we know there
is no majority for one outcome or another, will have
more say over this,” she told
BBC Radio yesterday.
Long odds
On Dec. 11, Parliament will
vote finally on whether to
accept or reject the 585-page
withdrawal agreement that
May and the EU reached in
November. Few officials in
May’s government believe
they have much chance of
winning, with some Tories
predicting a heavy defeat.
If they’re right, the U.K.
will be on course to crash
out of the EU with no deal,
an outcome which the Bank
of England and the Treasury
warned last week would
cause immediate and severe damage to the British
economy. According to the
BOE analysis, house prices
could be hit by 30 percent

and the pound could fall by
as much as 25 percent after
a no-deal Brexit.
The signs are not good for
May’s plan. Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn said the official opposition, which he
leads, will oppose her deal
next week. Critics from all
sides of the House lined up
to raise objections to the
deal.
One of those was former
Conservative Chief Whip
Mark Harper, who said he
would end 13 years of loyalty
to the government and vote
against the deal. He urged
May to go back to Brussels
before the vote next week
and try to change the text on
the Northern Irish backstop
in order to appease Brexiteers.
“If the Prime Minister listened to the views of Conservative colleagues, she
would know that her deal
isn’t going to be voted through next week and it needs to
be changed,” he told BBC
Radio on Wednesday.
Key votes lost
Even Northern Ireland’s
Democratic Unionist Party, which has a formal role
propping up May’s minority
Tory government, isn’t backing her.
Speaking shortly after the
defeats, May put on a brave face, and appealed to

her colleagues to back her
“compromise” plan or risk
betraying voters who chose
to leave the EU in the referendum of 2016.
Central figure
“I do not say that this deal
is perfect - it was never
going to be,” May told the
Commons. “We should not
let the search for the perfect
Brexit prevent a good Brexit
that delivers for the British
people.”
The government’s frustration focused on the central
figure of Commons Speaker
John Bercow. He made the
ruling to allow Tuesday’s
damaging votes to take place.
According to people familiar with the matter, May’s
cabinet ministers expressed their private anger at
Bercow’s handling of Brexit
during a meeting earlier
Tuesday, with some of those
present voicing harsh words
about the Speaker. Bercow’s
office didn’t immediately respond to a request for
comment.
Thanks to May’s defeats
yesterday [Macau time], it
would be the Speaker again
who would decide how
Parliament can shape the
plan B if the premier fails
to get her overall Brexit deal
through the Commons next
week. Bloomberg

ederal authorities announced a raft
of conspiracy and tax fraud charges yesterday [Macau time] against four men in the
first U.S. prosecution related to the so-called Panama Papers.
The 11-count indictment unsealed in Manhattan stems from what prosecutors described as an “intercontinental money laundering scheme” involving a global law firm
based in Panama.
Two Germans, one American and a Panamanian attorney were charged with conspiracy and other counts.
The Panama Papers include a collection of
11 million secret financial documents that
illustrated how some of the world’s richest
people hide their money. The records were
first leaked to the Suddeutsche Zeitung, a
major German newspaper, and were shared
with the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists, which began publishing
collaborative reports with news organizations in 2016.
The repercussions of the leaks were farranging, prompting the resignation of the
prime minister of Iceland and bringing
scrutiny to the leaders of Argentina and
Ukraine, Chinese politicians and Russian
President Vladimir Putin, among others.
Federal prosecutors say the law firm Mossack Fonseca conspired to circumvent U.S.
laws to maintain the wealth of its clients and
conceal tax dollars owed to the IRS. They
say the scheme dates to 2000 and involved
sham foundations and shell companies in
Panama, Hong Kong and the British Virgin
Islands.
Prosecutors said the names of the firm’s
clients generally did not appear on incorporation paperwork even though they had
“complete access to” the assets and the accounts.
U.S. Attorney Geoffrey Berman said the defendants “shuffled millions of dollars through off-shore accounts” and had “a playbook
to repatriate un-taxed money into the U.S.
banking system.”
“Now their international tax scheme is
over,” Berman said in a statement, “and these defendants face years in prison for their
crimes.”
The law firm had relatively few American
clients. The data leak included copies of
about 200 American passports, and some
3,500 shareholders in the offshore companies listed addresses in the U.S.— a small
fraction of the more than 250,000 companies Mossack Fonseca set up for clients in
four decades of business.
Charged in the indictment were Ramses
Owens, 50, a Panamanian attorney who
worked for Mossack Fonseca; Dirk Brauer,
54, a German investment manager; Harald
Joachim Von Der Goltz, 81, of Germany;
and Richard Gaffey, an accountant from
Medfield, Massachusetts.
Authorities said Owens remained at large;
the other defendants have been taken into
custody.
An attorney for Von Der Goltz, Jeffrey Neiman, called the indictment “a desperate attempt to salvage an American case out of the
Panama Papers.” He said his “client will be
vindicated at trial.” AP
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Presidents club assembles for
Bush funeral, Trump an outlier
speak with the younger Bush
during the contentious confirmation process for Supreme Court
Justice Brett Kavanaugh, as the
previous Republican president
helped lobby for his former aide.
Democrat Carter has been briefed by White House officials on
North Korea, though it was not
clear if he has engaged directly
with Trump.
Trump has sought to meet the
elder Bush’s passing with grace, a
contrast to the rhythms of much
of his tumultuous presidency. He
came to office after a campaign
in which he harshly criticized his
Democratic predecessors and coopted a Republican Party once
dominated by the Bush family.
Despite the traditional kinship
among presidents, Trump’s predecessors have all made their
discomfort known in different
ways.
“It’s unusual that a cabal of expresidents from both parties dislike a sitting president and that’s
what you’ve got happening right
now,” said Douglas Brinkley, a

ap photo

T

he death of George
H.W. Bush is bringing
together the five remaining members of an
oh-so-exclusive fraternity — the
presidents club. But for President Donald Trump, it may not
be an entirely comfortable reunion, throwing him together with
former occupants of the Oval Office who have given him decidedly mixed reviews.
Today’s [Macau time] state funeral for the late president will
be attended by “formers” Barack Obama, George W. Bush, Bill
Clinton and Jimmy Carter. The
last time they were together with
Trump was at his inauguration
in 2017. Recalling the funerals
for Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan, they will all sit together in
Washington National Cathedral,
with the exception of the younger
Bush, who will be seated nearby
with his family.
Those who have occupied the
Oval Office share an unparalleled
experience that typically builds
a special camaraderie. And by
virtue of health, longevity and
opportunities for continued influence, ex-presidents are sticking around longer than ever
and staying active in the public
eye.
But since taking office, Trump
has had little contact with his
predecessors. He has not spoken
to Democrats Clinton or Obama
since his inauguration. He did

分析

Former President George W. Bush and former first lady Laura Bush

history professor at Rice University.
Past presidents often built relationships with their predecessors, Brinkley said. “Bill Clinton would reach out to Richard
Nixon for advice on Russia,” he
said. “Harry Truman leaned heavily on Herbert Hoover. It’s endless.”

To be sure, Brinkley added, those ties vary from president to president and there have been chilly
relationships as well, noting, for
example, that “FDR would never
talk to Herbert Hoover.”
Busy with a mix of personal
pursuits, charitable endeavors —
and, in some cases, paid speaking
gigs — the former leaders don’t

mingle very often, making a funeral in their group a big occasion. Bonded by the presidency,
they tend to exercise caution
in their comments about each
other. Still, all the living former
presidents have aimed barbs —
directly or indirectly — at Trump.
In a speech in September, Obama slammed the “crazy stuff”
coming out of the White House
without directly naming Trump.
Last year, the younger Bush
made a speech that confronted
many of the themes of Trump’s
presidency without mentioning
him by name, cautioning that
“bigotry seems emboldened” and
the nation’s politics “seems more
vulnerable to conspiracy theories
and outright fabrication.”
While Trump has struggled
to set the right tone in past moments of national grief, he has
gone out of his way to address
Bush’s passing with consideration, issuing kind statements and
ensuring that Bush family members have whatever they need for
the funeral. AP
ad
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what’s ON

...

Vestiges of Lines, Guilherme Ung Vai
Meng．On the Occasion of the Celebration
of the 19th Anniversary of Macau
Handover to China
Time: 12pm-8pm (Tuesday to Sunday)
3 pm-8pm (Monday)
Until: February 23, 2019
Venue: Albergue SCM
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 2852 2550

Surface Revealed – Drone Photography by
Chan Hin Io
Time: 12pm-8pm (closed on Tuesdays)
Until: February 8, 2019
Venue: Taipa Village Art Space
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 2857 6118
Macau Giant Panda Pavilion and Pavilion of
Rare Animals
Time: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily
Venue: Seac Pai Van Park
Admission: MOP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals)
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0087
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TV canal macau

13:00

TDM News (Repeated)			

13:30

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			

15:00

Portuguese Soap Opera

15:50

Cartoons

16:15

Portuguese Comedy

19:00

Portugal Fashion

19:35

Portuguese Serie

20:30

Main News, Financial & Weather Report			

21:15

You, Me & Apocalypse

22:00

Funny Things To Know

22:25

Portuguese Serie - Liberty 21

23:15

TDM News				

23:50

Documentary

00:15

Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

01:30

RTPi Live

this day in history

cinema

cineteatro
6, 10-12 Dec

1978 Spain set to vote for
democracy

Offbeat

ap photo

Actor-comedian Kevin Hart will
host 2019 Oscars

Mortal Engines
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15 9:30pm
Director: Christian Rivers
Starring: Hugo Weaving, Hera Hilmar, Robert Sheehan
Language: English
Duration: 128min
Natsume Yujin-Cho the movie:
ephemeral bond
room 2
2:30, 7:30pm
Director:Takahiro Omori, Hideaki Ilo
Language: Japanese (Chinese)

Kevin Hart has a new job — he will host the 2019 Academy
Awards, a role the prolific actor-comedian says fulfills a longtime dream.
Hart announced his selection for the 91st Oscars in an Instagram statement yesterday [Macau time]. The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences followed up with a tweet that
welcomed him “to the family.”
The announcement came hours after trade publication The
Hollywood Reporter posted a story calling the Oscars host position “the least wanted job in Hollywood.”
Hart clearly doesn’t feel that way, writing on Instagram that it
has been on his list of dream jobs for years. The 2019 Oscars
will be broadcast Feb. 24 on ABC.
“I am blown away simply because this has been a goal on
my list for a long time...To be able to join the legendary list of
host that have graced this stage is unbelievable,” Hart wrote. “I
know my mom is smiling from ear to ear right now.
“I will be sure to make sure this years Oscars are a special
one,” Hart wrote. “Happy birthday, Cris!”
Hart takes over hosting duties from Jimmy Kimmel, who presided over the last two ceremonies, including 2016’s flub that
resulted in the wrong best picture winner being announced.
Last year’s ceremony was an all-time ratings low, and the film
academy has announced a series of changes to the upcoming
show .
Those include shortening the broadcast to three hours, and
also presenting certain categories during commercial breaks
and broadcasting excerpts of those winners’ speeches later
in the show.
The 39-year-old Hart has become a bankable star with films
such as “Ride Along,” ‘’Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” and
“Night School.”

Spaniards have been turning out in force today to
cast a vote for democracy and end almost 40 years
of dictatorial rule.
The majority of the 25 million Spaniards eligible to
vote are expected to endorse a new constitution in
the historic referendum.
It would strip the monarchy of much of its current
powers, many of which were handed down by the late
dictator General Franco, who died in 1975.
King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia support the
move and were among the first to cast their vote in a
village school near Madrid.
Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez, leader of the Union of
the Democratic Centre UCD, a moderate centre-right
coalition, has drafted the new democratic constitution.
It could eventually put him out of a job if new elections are held as a result.
Last June saw Spain’s first elections to the Cortes
(parliament) since 1936 and in which Mr Suarez won
34% of the votes.
Tens of thousands of children, not able to vote, still
had reason to celebrate as they have had the day off
with schools converted into polling stations.
But there was still an air of tension in the country
after a recent spell of murders and bombings, attributed to Basque separatists in the northern Basque
region.
Riot police and soldiers are on high alert, guarding
polling stations and communication centres.
The fear of violence is reported to have led an estimated 250,000 Spaniards to cast a postal vote.
Courtesy BBC News

the nutcracker and the four realms
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Lasse Hallstrom & Joe Johnston
Starring: Keira Knightley, Mackenzie Foy, Morgan Freeman
Language: English
Duration: 99min

In context

More than blue
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30 pm
Director: Gavin Lin
Starring: Jasper Liu, Ivy Chen
Language: Putonghua (Chinese & English)
Duration: 105min

The new constitution was overwhelmingly supported by voters with
newspapers the following morning congratulating Spaniards with
headlines such as “Good morning, democracy”.
It established Spain as a parliamentary monarchy.
Spain continued to shake off the Franco years which had left the
country alienated internationally.
It invested heavily to win European support and became a member
of the EC, now the EU, in 1986. This required it to open its economy, modernise its industrial base and improve infrastructure.
The country has been dogged by separatist violence in a long-running campaign by the Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA), founded in 1959 and dedicated to promoting Basque independence.
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19

April 20-May 20
Your ideals are tested today — but
your great energy ensures that you
find the right way to deal with this.
Make sure that you ask the right
questions, even if the answers are
far from forthcoming.

Gemini

Cancer
Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Someone isn’t revealing their true
intentions — is it you? This could
be a bad problem or it could be a
silly romantic misunderstanding,
but you need to try to figure it out
pretty soon.

A work problem is causing you
headaches today, but not so much
that you can’t deal with them
forcefully. In fact, the quicker you
jump on this issue, the more likely
you are to fix it.

Leo

Virgo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

This is a better time for listening
than for talking — though you may
need to ask some big questions to
get the conversational ball rolling.
Life is strange, but one good friend
can help you understand.

It’s a good time for you to step
up and try to get your people to
see things your way, It may come
across as overly critical, though,
so do your best to sugarcoat your
words when necessary.

Libra

Scorpio

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

You’re feeling weirder than you
have in a long time — so indulge
this side of yourself while it lasts!
Confuse someone thoroughly and
walk away with a huge smile on
your face.

A conflict arises out of two
opposing ideas. You are firmly
in one camp, but you may not be
able to see a way out of this tussle.
Look to a wise friend or colleague
to rise above it all.

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your energy is a bit out of sync today,
but you can correct it by pinching
off your cash flow. Don’t cash that
check quite yet unless you’re near
insolvency, and certainly don’t buy
anything you can live without.

Aquarius

17

Taurus

Keep both feet firmly planted
on the ground today -- it’s not a
good time for fantasies or for too
much ambition. You can get your
way as long as you are realistic
about it.

May 21-Jun. 21

INFOTAINMENT

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

YOUR STARS

Aries
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Dec. 22-Jan. 19

SUDOKU

Weather
Min

Easy

Beijing
Tianjin

Urumqi
Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Don’t struggle against anything
but tyranny today — the normal
roadblocks and whatnot that life
presents just aren’t worth your
energy. Also, they’re basically
insurmountable until tomorrow!

You can see that a group you’re
part of is going in a bad direction
— but can you articulate the reason
why? Now is the time to think it all
through and then speak from the
heart. You can do it!

Moscow

8

11

drizzle

7

8

moderate rain

7

10

4

20

9

12

8

11

19

25

4

8

cloudy

clear/cloudy

clear

moderate rain/drizzle

drizzle

moderate rain

19

25

overcast/drizzle

21

24

cloudy

-5

-1

Frankfurt

1

London

6

Paris

New York

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

Down: 1- Fill to excess; 2- Decoy; 3- Mined materials; 4- Sawbuck; 5- Camp bed;
6- Hawaiian hello; 7- Give a new title to; 8- Division of a hospital; 9- Year abroad;
10- Barren place; 11- Boxing venue; 12A narrow entrance; 13- Lo-cal; 14- Fulda
Yesterday’s solution
tributary; 21- Curtain holders; 23- Ages;
24- Moon goddess; 25- Squirrel stash;
26- “Die Fledermaus” maid; 27- Block;
28- Capable of being conceived; 30401(k) alternative; 32- Blender setting;
33- Vast chasm; 35- Musical study piece;
37- Clip wool; 39- Relative of an ostrich;
41- Large town; 44- Too; 47- Plea; 48“Honor Thy Father” author; 51- Tree-lined
walk; 53- Golf gimme; 54- RR stops;
55- Suffragist Carrie; 56- Adorable; 57Attendee; 58- Gds.; 59- Cong. meeting;
61- ___ see it...; 63- Business abbr.; 64___-pitch softball;

overcast/cloudy

4

clear

overcast/drizzle

world

Crosswords
Across: 1- Toy racer; 8- Shallow enough to be waded; 15- Halo; 16- Using
no fluid; 17- Capital of New Jersey; 18- Floral ornament; 19- Some MIT grads;
20- Difficult; 22- Door sign; 23- Texas shrine; 25- Shrinking Asian sea; 26- Old
French expression meaning “goodbye”; 29- Decree; 31- Ecol. watchdog; 34Singer Vic; 36- Hit sign; 37- Give the cold shoulder; 38- Flow out; 40- Bow and
arrow skill; 42- Schleps; 43- Actress Thurman; 45- Sisters’ daughters; 46- Prefix
with center; 47- Not for kids; 49- Captures; 50- Back of the neck; 52- Nymph
chaser; 54- Skin of the upper part of the head; 56- Soft drink; 57- Baseball
execs; 60- Picture; 62- Incident; 65- In any case; 66- Pure; 67- Metal marble;
68- Curtain calls;

clear

11

Hangzhou

Hong Kong

overcast/clear

-4

-1

Wuhan

Guangzhou

1

-11

Shanghai

Taipei

cloudy/clear

-17

-2

Nanjing

Hard

-2

-13

Kunming

Pisces
Feb.19-Mar. 20

-4

-20

Chongqing

Something big and wonderful
comes your way, and you can tell
that it’s totally justified. You may
be able to get yourself back on track
with an old flame or move forward
to a new job.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Condition

China

Easy+

Harbin

Medium

Max

7
-2

flurry

13

drizzle

15

moderate rain/drizzle

14
4

drizzle

sleet/clear

Useful telephone numbers
Emergency calls 999

Taxi 28 939 939 / 2828 3283

Fire department 28 572 222

Water Supply – Report 2822 0088

PJ (Open line) 993

Telephone – Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

PSP 28 573 333

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88
ad
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Stephen Wade, Tokyo

I

OC President Thomas Bach
and other International Olympic Committee members are
calling Tokyo the best prepared
host city in memory.
Still, there are obstacles ahead
for the 2020 Games, though
small by the standards of the corruption- plagued Rio de Janeiro
Olympics in 2016.
John Coates, the head of an IOC
inspection team, wrapped up
three days of meetings in Tokyo
on Wednesday and said the city’s
summer heat is a growing worry.
Organizers are proposing to
start the marathon between
5:30-6 a.m., and have moved up
morning rugby matches by 90
minutes to play in the cooler air.
Mountain biking will be contested
later in the afternoon for the same
reason.
Organizers are also struggling to
keep the 600 billion yen (about
USD5.3 billion) operating budget
balanced with heat-related solutions driving up costs.
This is the privately-funded budget for running the games themad

ap photo

Bach and IOC: No Olympic
city ever as ready as Tokyo

International Olympic Committee President Thomas Bach

selves and separate from billions
more that governments are spending to prepare the city.
“The organizing committee and
the people of Japan remain on
track to deliver spectacular Olympic and Paralympic Games,” Coates said.
Yoshiro Mori, the president of
organizing committee, was sitting
alongside and was cautious about
the plaudits.
“We should not be overconfident about such praise,” he said
through an interpreter. “We still
should buckle down very firmly

[...] They praise us, they give us a
good report card. But in addition
to that I want to be better.”
This summer’s scorching Tokyo
heat nudged 40 degrees C (104
degrees F) several times and is
running up costs and concerns.
Coates said an IOC panel had
studied the problem and called
this summer “abnormal.”
“It will continue to be at the front
of our minds for us and the organizers,” Coates said. “We will do
everything possible to insure that
they (athletes) are not competing
at risk — or watching at risk.”

Coates said organizers are preparing more cooling light-water
sprays, reflective pavement for
the running courses, and more
shade for fans.
“It’s those sorts of things,” Coates said. “There’s a list of about 20
precautions they think we should
take, and they’re not going to be
free.”
Coates said those and other costs were stressing the operating
budget. The third version of that
budget will be presented on Dec.
21.
“My confidence is that there will
be a balanced subject, subject to
there being nothing massively
untoward,” Coates said.
Several months ago, Coates contrasted Tokyo with Rio de Janeiro.
“In Rio we didn’t know who was
paying what — if at all,” he said.
Tokyo’s privately-funded operating budget of $5.3 billion derives
income from the IOC, domestic
sponsorship sales, merchandise
sales and ticket sales.
The largest chunk of income is
from domestic sponsorship sales, which have reached about $3

billion. Coates and Bach said the
enthusiasm of Japanese companies had helped smash all records.
Still, Coates said about $100
million more was needed to meet
budget requirements.
Coates said he was hopeful “there won’t be any drain on the public purse.”
Despite the wealth of private
money, public money is still the
backbone of the Tokyo Olympics.
The national government’s
Board of Audit spelled out total Olympic costs in a 178-page
report published in October. It
forecasts total spending to prepare the Olympics at about $20
billion. That includes the private
operating budget.
The rest comes from the national government, Tokyo city
government and other local governments — meaning about 75
percent of the funding is taxpayer
money.
This reality contrasts sharply
with Tokyo’s winning bid in 2013,
which projected overall Olympics costs of 829 billion yen ($7.3
billion).
Tokyo organizers and the IOC
dispute what are — and what are
not — Olympic costs. It’s complicated. Some projects might have
been built without the Olympics
and are not clearly related. Others
are driven directly by the requirements of hosting the games. AP
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rg e n t i n a ’ s
proud football tradition has been
sullied by its fervent, fanatical fans. The land
of Lionel Messi and Diego
Maradona has won the World
Cup twice, and it felt a sense of overwhelming pride in
hosting perhaps the most important club final ever.
But the second leg of the
globally anticipated “Game
of the Century” between Buenos Aires rivals Boca Juniors
and River Plate will be played
Sunday more than 6,000
miles from the Argentine capital at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium in Madrid.
“We’re going to play the
Copa Libertadores 10,000 kilometers away,” complained
River coach Marcelo Gallardo. “Someday we’re going to
rethink what just happened,
and we’re going to remember this as a total embarrassment.”
The change of venue happened after Boca Juniors
players were injured when
their bus was attacked by River Plate fans. That prompted
organizers to postpone, and
eventually move, the second
leg of the final to Europe. The
teams drew 2-2 in the first
leg.
The switch only highlighted the rotten state of local
football, which has been plagued with corruption, chaos
and unrelenting violence
for years. The decision also
showed the waning influence
of South American football’s
governing body, which found
it impossible to stage its biggest club match on its own
continent.
“It’s a tough blow,” Argentine President Mauricio Macri
told The Associated Press in
an interview this week. Macri, a die-hard Boca fan who
presided over the club for
more than a decade, said the
attack “must lead us all to reflection.”
The rivalry between Boca
and River ranks up there with
the most intense in the world
of sports. The matchup was
more magnified than usual
because the clubs were facing
each other for the first time in
the final of South America’s
equivalent of the Champions
League.
The Argentine football federation promoted the game
as a personal achievement - a
way to overcome the national
team’s failure at the World
Cup, where Argentina was
eliminated in the last 16 by

NHL

Fans abuzz after 32nd
franchise is awarded
to Seattle

John Barr understood it was likely a foregone
conclusion and yet as NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman spoke nearly 3,000 miles away, he
found himself getting emotional watching the
televisions in the packed bar. Barr was among
fans watching Tuesday morning as Seattle was
awarded an NHL expansion franchise following
a unanimous vote by the Board of Governors
in Sea Island, Georgia, ending a lengthy dance
between the league and the city that will finally
see professional hockey return to the city. Seattle
was the first U.S. city to win the Stanley Cup
back in 1917. More than 100 years later, they’ll
have that chance again. The Seattle ownership
group organized the watch party as a central
gathering spot to celebrate the announcement
and hand out swag a short distance from the
Seattle Center, where the yet-to-be named team
will begin play in a reconstructed Seattle Center
Arena in 2021.

A River Plate fan

Someday we’re going to
rethink what just happened,
and we’re going to remember
this as a total embarrassment.

Marcelo Gallardo
River coach

eventual champion France.
Since then, Messi has skipped
the national team’s friendly
games and there are reports
that he is still dismayed by
Argentina’s poor performance in Russia.
Obsessed with promoting
Argentina’s image abroad,
Macri had said visiting fans
should be allowed at the twoleg final. It was a call at odds
with a 2013 ban in Argentine
football aimed at reducing
violence. Macri had said it
was “a good opportunity to
show maturity, and that we’re
changing, and [football] can
be played in peace.” He later
backtracked on the proposal
and left the decision up to the
clubs.
The nonprofit group “Let’s
Save Football” says 328 people have been killed in football-related violence dating
from 1924.
“We have recorded more
aggressions against players,
referees and football bosses
than fights or aggressions
between rivaling fans,” the
NGO said in a recent report.
“Violence doesn’t disappear
but rather mutates [...] it’s a
cultural problem, not just a
problem that has to do with
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Copa Libertadores final: A
sign of Argentina’s decadence

SPORTS

police.”
Some Boca players were injured in their bus a few blocks
from River’s Monumental
Stadium when rocks and pieces of wood thrown by River
supporters shattered the windows. Some players were also
affected by tear gas and pepper spray used by police to
quell the violence.
“Many years ago in England,
there was a similar problem.
And a strong decision changed that,” said Tottenham
manager Mauricio Pochettino, who is from Argentina.
“Today, it’s fantastic to come
here and watch football at the
stadium. It’s a sport to enjoy.
It’s not a drama. In Argentina, we’re still far from that.
“We’re an amazing country
and people but we still have a
lot of problems [...] it’s cultural. It’s going to be a very tough job to change that. I’m not
sure it’s going to change.”
Although it’s not the most
serious episode of violence
in South America, governing
body CONMEBOL said Argentina was not in condition
to host the final.
Many see the decision to
move the game abroad as a
lucrative business deal aimed

at filling the pockets of a few.
Others say it shows how Argentina has lost influence at
CONMEBOL since the 2014
death of Julio Grondona, the
longtime head of the country’s football federation who
was also a senior vice president of FIFA and head of the
FIFA finance committee.
Maradona, former Paraguay goalkeeper Jose Luis
Chilavert and Brazil defender
Dani Alves were among those
who criticized CONMEBOL
for what they say is giving in
to Europe’s might. The tournament, named after the “liberators” of South America
from Spanish rule, is now dependent on the old colonial
conqueror, prompting some
to joke that it should be named “Conquistadors.”
Even the mood in Argentina
has soured among Boca and
River fans, who have yet to
buy all of the 5,000 tickets
available for each team.
The cost of traveling to Madrid is too much for most,
especially during a time of
economic crisis in Argentina,
where the peso has lost about
half of its value this year.
But even if they did have the
means, many say it will never
live up to the hype after they
were stripped of the “Final of
All Finals” in their homeland.
“The Libertadores final is
not the same,” said former
Boca playmaker Juan Roman
Riquelme, who won the tournament three times. “They
took away our final. It will
now be the most expensive
friendly in history.” AP

Football

Hasenhuettl hired to
manage Southampton
in EPL
Southampton hired Ralph Hasenhuettl as its
fourth permanent manager in 18 months on
yesterday, tasked with developing the talent to
revive the struggling Premier League club after
impressing in Germany. Mark Hughes was
fired on Monday with Southampton third-tolast in the standings with only one win from 14
matches. “The urgency to find a path back to
our potential and to the results that we expect
cannot be underestimated,” Southampton
chairman Ralph Krueger said. “For that
reason, we are extremely pleased that Ralph
Hasenhuettl has agreed to become our new
manager and do all he can to help guide us back
on that path.” The 51-year-old Hasenhuettl, who
has been out of work since leaving Leipzig in
May, signed a contract until the end of the 2021
season.

Gymnastics

Int’l federation creates
USD2M project to
fight sex abuse
The International Gymnastics Federation has
approved aUSD2 million project to safeguard
athletes after an American sex abuse scandal
The sport’s governing body says the Gymnastics
Ethics Foundation will have a help desk for
athletes, judicial panels to prosecute and judge
cases, and a compliance section to monitor good
governance. FIG acted in response to “abuse
cases in the United States which so shocked
the world of gymnastics.” Hundreds of girls
and women, including many Olympians, said
they were molested by Larry Nassar, a former
USA Gymnastics doctor. He was jailed after
pleading guilty to sexual assault and possessing
child pornography. At a biennial congress, FIG
member federations also incorporated the freerunning sport of parkour as an official discipline.
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Coming of the ‘Heavy Snow’
Heavy Snow is approaching! Unfortunately, it is not as though we are going to have
real snow in Macao. I am, of course, referring to one of the 24 Ancient Chinese Solar
Terms which were named according to the
sun’s position. A few of these 24 days on
the Solar Terms are well-known festivals,
such as 立春 (Lap Chun) Start of Spring;
清明 (Ching Ming), also known as Tomb
Sweeping Day; and 冬至 (Dong Zhi) Winter
Solstice. But only lately when I came across
a discussion on leap months in the lunar
calendar was I made aware of some other
solar terms. Here are some things that not
many of us know about the 24 Solar Terms.
Since 2016, the UNESCO has listed the
Chinese 24 Solar Terms as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage. As the name indicates,
it is a way to divide a year into 24 period
of time as the sun moves along the zodiac.
These terms are divided into four groups of
six for Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter. Each terms is around 15 days and indicates the seasons and climate and were
designed for agricultural purposes. Lap
Chun usually falls on February 4 or 5, and
is the first solar term of the year, and it is
usually around the time of the Chinese New
Year (CNY).
Each of the names of the 24 terms are
very direct explanation of climate conditions. After the Start of Spring is 雨水 (Yu
Soi) Rain Water, which falls on February 19
or 20 each year. We can tell from the name
that this day indicates the start of the rainy
season. Then there is 驚蟄 (Geng Zat) Insects Waken, again clearly, a reference to
the time when insects in hibernation wake
up. But as we are, supposedly, in the winter
months, let us look at the upcoming solar
term.
This Friday, 7 December 2018, is the third
term of the Winter season, 大雪 (Dai Sut)
Heavy Snow. It is sometimes referred to as
the Eleventh Month Festival, as it usually
falls on the first day of the eleventh month of the lunar calendar. Well, aside from,
obviously, snow starting to get heavy from
this day, what are other customs related to
Dai Sut?
Firstly, Heavy Snow is known to be a time
of getting ready. It is said that amongst the
thick snow, in the Northern part of China,
hints of Spring can be noticed during this
time of year, such as tigers mating, and
small leaves of Lychee trees beginning to
grow underneath the snow.
Secondly, this day is also for predicting
upcoming weather in Spring. Sayings since
ancient China claim that if it is not cold on
Dai Sut, the following spring will be cold; or
if it is sunny on Dai Sut, snow will be thick
the following Start of Spring.
Finally, it is customary to eat preserved
meat on Heavy Snow. The pot rice with Chinese preserved sausages that we often eat
during winter is a Heavy Snow dish. Aside
from eating preserved meat, while the snow
is thick and the temperature is cold, Dai Sut
is also a good day to preserve meat which
can last for the whole winter season.
So, this Friday, don’t forget to check the
weather to do some forecasting, while enjoying some steaming hot pots of rice with
preserved meat, and preparing for Spring.

Malaysian fugitive
financier, 4 others face
new 1MDB charges

M

alaysian
police
said yesterday they have
filed new criminal charges
against fugitive financier Low
Taek Jho and four others over
the multibillion-dollar looting of state investment fund
1MDB.
Low is wanted for his alleged role as the mastermind in
a massive money laundering
and bribery scheme that pilfered billions of dollars from the
indebted 1MDB fund. He remains at large but maintains
his innocence. Malaysian authorities charged Low and his
father with money laundering
in August. Last month, U.S.
prosecutors charged Low and
two former Goldman Sachs
bankers with conspiracy to
launder 1MDB money.
Malaysian police chief
Mohamad Fuzi Harun said
Low and four others, mostly
former 1MDB employees,
were charged Tuesday with
13 new money laundering
and criminal breach of trust
offenses involving losses of
USD1.17 billion of 1MDB
funds.
He said Wednesday that
arrest warrants have been
issued for the five, who have
fled Malaysia. If they are
found in any country, the government will request their
extradition so they can face
charges in a Malaysian court,
Fuzi said in a statement.
Former Prime Minister Najib Razak started the 1MDB
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WORLD BRIEFS
Egypt’s chief
prosecutor says a man
who hijacked a plane
and diverted it to Cyprus
in 2016 will face trial on
terror-related charges.
Seif Eddin Mustafa,
60, was extradited to
Egypt in August after a
drawn-out legal battle in
Cyprus.
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fund when he took power in
2009 to promote economic
development but it accumulated billions in debts, and is
being investigated in the U.S.
and several other countries.
Anger over the huge scale of
the scandal led to the shocking election ouster of Najib’s coalition, and ushered in
the first change of power since the country’s independence from Britain in 1957.
The new government reopened a probe into 1MDB that
was stifled under Najib’s rule.
Najib and his wife have been
charged with multiple counts
of corruption in the scandal,
and have criticized the charges as political vengeance.
His lawyer, his former deputy, two ex-senior government
officials and a former chief
state minister have also been
charged with graft.
Fuzi said Low, 36, was charged with five counts of money
laundering involving transfers totaling $1.03 billion
into a Swiss bank account

between September 2009
and October 2011. Low and
his aide, Eric Tan Kim Loong,
face two more money laundering charges for receiving
$126 million in a Singaporebased bank account, he said.
1MDB’s former lawyer, Jasmine Loo Ai Swan, its ex-business development director,
Casey Tang Keng Chee and
former finance director Terence Geh Choh Heng were
also charged.
A spokesman for Low, in a
statement issued through his
lawyers, slammed the new
charges against him as a “continuation of the trial by media
and political reprisals” by Malaysia’s new government.
“Mr. Low maintains his
innocence. As has been previously stated, Mr. Low will
not submit to any jurisdiction
where guilt has been predetermined by politics and
there is no independent legal
process,” the statement said,
alleging that Low cannot get a
fair trial in Malaysia. AP

Europe Hundreds
of police in Germany,
Italy, Belgium and the
Netherlands arrested
at least 84 suspected
mobsters and seized
around 2 million euros
(MOP18.25 million)
yesterday in a series
of coordinated raids
targeting a powerful
Italian organized crime
syndicate.
France Trade unions
and farmers pledged
yesterday to join
nationwide protests
against President
Emmanuel Macron, as
concessions by the
government failed to
stem the momentum
of the most violent
demonstrations France
has seen in decades.
ap photo

Made in Macao

out because of “extraordinary government misconduct” by an FBI agent who leaked grand jury
information to the Wall Street Journal and the
New York Times.
The appeals panel found the leaks “deeply disturbing and perhaps even criminal,” but ruled
that they didn’t affect the fairness of the trial. The
court threw out an order requiring Walters to pay
$8.9 million restitution, sending it back to the
trial judge for reconsideration.
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opinion

Las Vegas gambler Billy Walters’s insider-trading conviction was upheld by a federal appeals
court in New York, which rejected his argument
that it should throw out the verdict because FBI
leaks tainted his trial.
Walters was sentenced to five years in prison
and a USD10 million fine after being convicted of
masterminding a six-year insider-trading scheme with former Dean Foods Co. Chairman Tom
Davis. He argued that the case should be thrown
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Brazil’s chief
negotiator at the
U.N. climate meeting
is warning against
sidelining developing
countries during key
talks on efforts tackle
global warming. The
two-week meeting in
Poland is intended to
finalize details of the
2015 Paris accord on
keeping average global
temperature increases
well below 2 degrees
Celsius.

Always the gentleman: Portuguese President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa greets Chinese First Lady Peng Liyuan
as China’s President Xi Jinping (second right) looks on. Xi concluded a visit to Lisbon yesterday.

Cuba announced
that its citizens will
be offered full internet
access for mobile
phones beginning this
week, becoming one of
the last nations to offer
such service.

