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China-Japan China 
has urged Japan to 
ensure the legal rights 
of two Hong Kong 
residents who staged a 
protest this week at a 
Tokyo shrine honoring 
Japan’s war dead, the 
foreign ministry said.

philippines A court 
has found 66 alleged 
members of the 
Abu Sayyaf guilty of 
kidnapping dozens of 
students, teachers and 
a Catholic priest in the 
south in 2000, in the 
largest single conviction 
involving the brutal 
Muslim militant group.

Japan More than 40 
people were injured 
in an explosion last 
night at a restaurant in 
northern Japan, police 
said. The cause of 
the explosion, which 
occurred in Sapporo, the 
capital city of Japan’s 
northern main island of 
Hokkaido, is still under 
investigation.

sri lanka’s president 
reappointed Ranil 
Wickremesinghe 
(pictured, center) as 
prime minister yesterday, 
nearly two months after 
firing him and setting off 
a long political stalemate 
in the South Asian island 
nation. More on p13

Yemen The U.N. envoy 
for Yemen has called for 
the urgent deployment of 
U.N. monitors to observe 
the implementation 
of a cease-fire in the 
strategic port city 
of Hodeida and the 
withdrawal of rival 
forces.
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chui reaffirms dealer 
jobs for locals only

may day

Chui Sai On backs Lionel Leong, 
who asserted that Macau would 
not lift the ban on non-locals taking 
up work as croupiers in casinos

As Theresa May prepares to face 
MPs today, her team pushed 
back on reports that cabinet 
ministers were entertaining a 
second vote on leaving the EU

 P7

 P3

IFFAM 2018

‘Clean Up’ 
wins top 
award as 
festival 
conquers 
audiences

FIRE CONSUMES APARTMENT 

Filipinos united in 
offering aid to family 

Aenne Schwarz (All Good), Best Actress, and Aaron Kwok

the big parade
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Local man accused of 
MOP35 million fraud 
A local resident has been accused of fraud after he 
borrowed MOP35 million from two of his friends 
and did not pay the money back. The suspect, aged 
46 years old, claimed to be an investor. According 
to the victims, the suspect borrowed MOP20 
million and MOP15 million from his friends in 
2013 and this year, respectively. However, the 
suspect failed to pay the money back to his friends 
within the established deadline. The suspect later 
gave one of the victims MOP4 million, and last 
September gave both victims a check of MOP18 
million, but it turned out to be an invalid check. 
The suspect has been detained by the Judiciary 
Police. 

470 complaints over 
oily fumes emission 
Three governmental departments received a 
total of 470 reports concerning emissions of oily 
fumes and cooking odors from restaurants in 
the first eight months of this year, according to 
the Environmental Protection Bureau’s (DSPA) 
reply to lawmaker Ho Ian Sang’s written inquiry. 
The DSPA, together with the Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM) and the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO), received 127, 334 and 
nine complaints respectively. DSPA staff members 
were deployed to the concerned locations for a 
further follow-up. Some 64 of the 334 complaints 
issued to IACM were confirmed to be associated 
with excessive oily fumes. Sixty-one restaurants 
are still under a penalty process, while three 
restaurants have already paid the penalty. So far, 
no restaurants have seen their licenses revoked due 
to the emission of oily fumes. The government is 
currently drafting laws regarding restaurants that 
emit oily fumes and cooking odors. It will likely 
enter legislative procedures next year. 

Active chronic hepatitis is a syndrome in 
dogs that can have several different cau-

ses. The active chronic hepatitis consists of the 
inflammation of the liver tissues which in time 
become scar tissue (fibrosis), thus preventing 
the normal regeneration of the liver. There are 
some breeds of dogs which are more likely to 
develop active chronic hepatitis; females and 
middle-aged dogs are more at risk.
Symptoms of Active Chronic Hepatitis in Dogs
The parts of body affected by active chronic 
hepatitis are not only the liver and the bile but, 
progressively, the nervous system, the stoma-
ch and the intestines. Common symptoms of 
active chronic hepatitis in dogs include:
• Lethargy
• The dog loses his appetite, loses weight
• Vomiting
• Polydipsia (excessive drinking)
• Polyuria (urinating in excess)
• Diarrhea
The abdominal cavity becomes filled with fluid (ascites)
The dog’s skin, gums and tongue get a yellow 
tinge (jaundice)
Tendency to bleed more

causes of active chronic hepatitis in dogs
The primary causes of active chronic hepatitis 

are not known. The condition progresses be-
cause the immune system starts targeting the 
liver cells for reasons that can only be guessed 
and may include:
Heredity and breed, as some dog breeds are 
more prone to developing it than others.
Active chronic hepatitis is often associated with 
copper accumulation in the liver.
Drugs such as heartworm medication and an-
ti-convulsants can also be a primary cause for 
active chronic hepatitis.
Less often, fungal, parasitic or bacterial infec-
tion are thought to be the triggers of this con-
dition.

treatment of active chronic hepatitis in dogs
The treatment of active chronic hepatitis in 
dogs aims to control the disease rather than 
cure it. The goals of medical treatment are 
eliminating the suspected causes, dealing 
with inflammation and other symptoms, and 
managing the possible complications (blee-
ding disorders, the accumulation of fluid in 
the abdomen, the ulcerating stomach or in-
fections). Hospitalization will be necessary 
for more severe cases, until the patient is 
stabilized.
• Fluid and electrolyte therapy is performed 

to fight dehydration due to vomiting.
• Bile flow is helped with choleretics.
• Anti-inflammatory treatment through 

corticosteroids is also given.
• The water retention in the body is fought 

with diuretics.
• To prevent formation of scar tissue (fibro-

tic tissue) in the liver, the dog can get chol-
chicine, a drug often used to treat human 
gout.

• Protein and sodium restriction are impo-
sed on the dog’s diet, sometimes K vita-
min supplements are recommended.

• If an infection is suspected to have trigge-
red the syndrome, antibiotics are prescri-
bed.

• Copper chelating drugs are prescribed if 
copper intoxication is suspected to be the 
cause.

Ask the vet:
Royal veterinary centre
tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
emergency: +853 62662268
email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

active chronic hepatitis in dogs

ASK THE VET

Prognosis for active chronic hepatitis in dogs
If active chronic hepatitis has been caused by 
toxicity, the prognosis is fairly good. If the syn-
drome is immune-mediated, most dogs will 
have a maximum of 3 years left to live. Either 
way, the dog will most probably be on medica-
tion for the rest of his life, and you will need to 
take him for periodic examinations and tests.

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 

Dr Ruan Bester

Chui Sai On

GAMING

Chief Executive: Ban on 
foreign croupiers here to stay
Chief Executive Chui 

Sai On has backed last 
week’s stance from the Se-
cretary for Economy and Fi-
nance, who asserted that the 
Macau SAR would not lift 
the ban on non-locals taking 
up work as croupiers in the 
city’s casinos.

Speaking prior to his Sa-
turday departure to Beijing 
for a four-day duty visit, 
Chui said that the policy 
would not be changed be-
fore his term expires next 
year.

“When I took the role as the 
Chief Executive, we made 
a promise that we wou-
ld not be importing non- 
residents to work as crou-
piers during the term of this 
government,” said Chui, as 
cited by public broadcas-
ter TDM. “That promise is 
going to be maintained.”

Last Wednesday, Secretary 
for Economy and Finance 
Lionel Leong shot down a 
proposal from the Council 
for Economic Development 
to lift the ban. The Council 
had suggested allowing a fi-

xed proportion of the crou-
pier profession to be sour-
ced from outside the city’s 
resident workforce.

In reference to the Coun-
cil’s suggestion, Chui said 
that it was normal for re-
presentatives from different 
sectors of society to voice 
their respective opinions 
during such meetings. He 

added that the local gover-
nment appreciated their 
opinions and would take 
the time to carefully analyze 
them when it came to poli-
cymaking.

While in the capital, Chui 
is due to report to state lea-
ders on the work of the Ma-
cau government and the po-
licy blueprint for next year. 

He will reaffirm that the lo-
cal government’s main goal 
for the upcoming year will 
be to promote social and 
economic progress while 
ensuring stability in Macau.

Secretary for Administra-
tion and Justice Sonia Chan 
has been designated as Ac-
ting Chief Executive until 
Chui’s return tomorrow.
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UM, Brunel 
University hold 
big data seminar
A joint seminar on big data 
analytics for smart city was 
recently held at the University 
of Macau (UM), with assistance 
from Brunel University. During 
the event, experts and scholars 
from around the world discussed 
technologies for smart city 
development. Scholars from both 
universities shared their latest 
research results in the fields of 
smart grids, smart cities, high-
performance parallel processing, 
big data analysis, and online data 
mining. UM’s Rector Yonghua 
Song said that UM will focus its 
efforts on five research areas, 
namely sensory information, 
communications system and 
network safety; urban big data 
and smart technologies; smart 
energy; smart transport based on 
the Internet of Things; and urban 
public security and emergency 
management.

Foreign exchange 
reserves grow 
0.3 percent
The Monetary Authority of 
Macao has announced that the 
preliminary estimate of Macau’s 
foreign exchange reserves 
amounted to MOP158.9 billion 
(USD19.72 billion) at the end of 
November 2018. The reserves 
increased by 0.3 percent from 
the revised value of MOP158.4 
billion for the previous month. The 
city’s foreign exchange reserves 
at end-November represented 10 
times the currency in circulation. 
Meanwhile, the trade-weighted 
effective exchange rate index for 
the pataca rose 0.44 points month-
to-month and 2.3 points year-
on-year to 107.0 in November , 
implying that overall, the exchange 
rate of pataca grew against the 
currencies of Macau’s major 
trading partners.

Consumer 
Council releases 
latest price 
survey
Macau’s Consumer Council 
conducted its latest ‘supermarket 
price survey’ on December 13 with 
the surveyed locations including 
supermarkets near Horte e Costa, 
Avenida do Ouvidor Arriaga and 
Rua da Emenda areas in Santo 
António Parish. With reference to 
the seven local parishes and the 
number of supermarkets in each 
parish, the Council has collected 
prices from these supermarkets 
to help consumers check price 
discrepancies and make price 
comparisons according to their 
desired locations. The latest price 
survey is now available on the 
Consumer Council’s website, on 
its iPhone and Android apps and 
at Council offices. It can also be 
accessed at libraries of the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau.

The Chief Executive Cou-
ncil has completed the 

discussion of the bill on the 
restructuring of the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP). This 
bill suggests introducing a third 
deputy director to the PSP.

The new deputy director will 
be responsible for immigration 
affairs. 

Moreover, there will be an in-
crease from eight departments 
and 11 divisions to 11 depart-
ments and 26 divisions. The 
police academy will also be gi-
ven the status of “department,” 
as opposed to its previous “di-
vision” status.

The three new departmen-
ts will become responsible for 
internal supervision, and in-
formation. The previous im-
migration department will be 
divided into two departments: 
one responsible for matters 
of residence and the right to 
remain of non-locals, and the 
other responsible for immigra-
tion control.

On the Macau Peninsula, 
three more divisions will be es-

tablished in order to improve 
management across the city, 
consisting of: the southwes-
tern district police division, the 
northeastern district police di-
vision, and the supportive and 
investigation division of Ma-
cau. 

Furthermore, in order to su-
pport casino operations in the 
island district and to stren-
gthen security across the is-
land’s areas, the division of is-
land police affairs, the division 
of island investigation and the 
division of the police affairs su-
pport will be established.

According to PSP Director 
Leong Man Cheong, the PSP 
currently has a maximum ca-
pacity of 6,027 employees, 
however the force only has 
5,300 employees at the present 
time.

According to Leong, the PSP 
is facing a spike in retirees 
alongside the increased de-
mand for new personnel as 
300 positions are to be filled in 
the new departments and divi-
sions. 

The Judiciary Police is 
following up on the case 

of a woman from Myanmar 
who abandoned her newborn 
baby. 

The woman, aged 27, works 
for a local family as a domestic 
helper. She has been serving 
this family since last March. 
However, the worker kept her 
pregnancy hidden from her 
employer, who did not notice 
the woman’s pregnancy be-
cause of her body shape. 

On Wednesday night, at 8 
p.m., while the woman was 
having dinner with the couple 
she works for, she felt a pain 
in her stomach, and retreated 
to the bathroom where she 
gave birth. Afraid of being cri-
ticized by her employer, the 
woman abandoned her baby 
on top of the air conditioner 
box outside the bathroom. 

As the domestic helper had 
been in the bathroom for such 
a long time, the couple went to 
check on her to confirm whether 
an accident had taken place. The 
couple found the woman lying 
on the floor, nearly unconscious.

After she was sent to the hos-
pital, the woman told the family 
that the blood on the bathroom 
floor was due to her menstrua-
tion cycle. 

The hospital nevertheless con-
firmed her pregnancy, unbek-
nownst to the couple.

The woman is currently in a 
healthy condition. 

In the early morning on Friday, 
eight hours after the baby was 
abandoned, the couple heard 
the baby crying and found it on 
the air conditioner box, at which 
point they called the police. The 
baby was sent to the hospital 
and is healthy as well.

Domestic helper 
secretly gives birth 
in employer’s 
bathroom 

CE council completes 
police expansion bill 

Fire consumes apartment 
of family of nine
A third-floor apart-

ment situated in Rua 
do Dr Pedro Lobo 
caught fire early on 

Friday morning, forcing the 
evacuation of some 40 resi-
dents from the building.

Twelve evacuees were sent 
to the hospital after excessive 
smoke inhalation, including 
nine Filipino residents who 
were living in the apartment.

The youngest member of the 
affected family is four years 
old, while the oldest is 62.

The incident has been a 
rallying call for the Filipino 
community in Macau, which 
has banded together to offer 
the family assistance.

According to Inna Angeles, 
a relative of the family, the 
apartment occupants escaped 
the fire without taking any be-
longings.

“They don’t have anything at 
all, [not] even their documen-
ts,” she said.

Yesterday, Angeles told the 
Times that her family had felt 
some pressure from the lan-
dlord to conduct a clean-up 
of the apartment, however the 
Fire Services Bureau advised 
not to throw away any residual 
materials in the apartment 
pending further investigation.

The fire broke out at around 
3:30 a.m. and spread quickly. 

According to the fire briga-
de’s initial report, the fire was 
caused by some Christmas de-

corations that overheated an 
electronic plug. However, the 
family said that it was caused 
by an electronic wire.  

“According to the assess-
ment, it was explained that it 
came from the electric plugs 
at home […] but they did not 
have any Christmas lights,” 
Angeles explained.

According to Angeles, nine 
of her family members are 
still in trauma following the 
loss of their home.

Five members are local re-
sidents, while the other three 
are non-resident workers. 

One of them is on a tourist 
visa.

Angeles said that the Phili-
ppine Consulate had already 
initiated assistance in regards 
to the processes of their lost 
documents, and the family 
had received support from the 
Filipino community.

“Almost the whole Filipino 
community is helping and 
reaching out to us, and is also 
assisting us,” she said.

Angeles also noted that they are 
set to meet with the fire brigade 
services today to acquire the fi-
nal investigation reports.  LV

 The Filipino 
community 
in Macau 
has banded 
together to 
offer the family 
assistance
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s ‘Latin Parade’ attracts   150,000 people

Lynzy Valles 

CRowds flocked 
to the city’s central 
streets to experien-
ce the 2018 Macao 

International Parade, for-
merly known as the “Parade 
through Macao, Latin city” 
or “Latin Parade,” which 
featured some 1,700 partici-
pants this year who paraded 
from the Ruins of St Paul to 
Sai Van Lake Square. 

Based on the concept 
of cultural encounter be-
tween China and Portugue-
se-speaking countries, this 
year’s festival is themed 
“Love, Peace and Cultural 
Integration” as it celebrates 
the 19th anniversary of Ma-
cau’s handover to China.

Eight children dressed in 
the costume of the Parade’s 
mascot, VIVA, led a dance 
performance with various 
artistic groups. 

The groups paraded throu-
gh Rua de S. Paulo, Senado 
Square, Cathedral Square, 
and Avenida da Praia Gran-
de, offering closing perfor-
mances at Avenida Panorâ-
mica do Lago Nam Van. 

The Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) awarded a total 

of seven awards to the best 
participating groups inclu-
ding Associação de Dan-
ças e Cantares Portuguesa 
“Macau no Coração,” who 
won the Outstanding Theme 
Award. White Horse from 
France was awarded the 
Best Costume Award, while 
Casa de Portugal acquired 
the Most Creative Award.

The Most Energetic Award, 
the Parade King Award, the 
Parade Queen Award and 
the Most Popular Award 
were given to Macao Asso-
ciation of Athletics Cheer-
leading, Rafael Correia from 
Macau Talent Academy As-
sociation, Loi Chi Ian from 
Creative Image Arts Asso-
ciation of Macau, and Macau 
International Association of 
Oriental Dance respectively. 

Drawing inspiration from 
the mythology and folklore 
of China and the Portugue-
se-speaking countries, the 
various participating groups 
presented totems and mas-
cots, which embodied the 
cultural origins and essence 
of the countries and regions.

The figures are Nüwa from 
China, the A-Ma from Ma-
cau, the Barcelos Rooster 
from Portugal, the Sun from 

Cape Verde, the Crocodile 
from East Timor, the Whi-
te-nosed Monkey from Gui-
nea-Bissau, the Protector 
of the Forest from Brazil, 
the Island of Roosters from 
São Tomé and Príncipe, the 
Goddess of the Sea from 
Angola and the Spirit of the 
Oceans from Mozambique.

According to organizers, 
“the ten figures were created 
by a local designer from the 
mythology and folklore of 
China, Macau and the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries. 
These figures carry the roots 
and essence of their respec-
tive cultures and represent 
different values in life such 
as love, inheritance, esteem, 
respect, protection, eternity, 
justice, gratitude, compas-
sion and dedication.”

Face painting, vocal perfor-
mances, dance performan-
ces and jazz improvisations, 
among others, were availab-
le at various locations along 
the route. Authorities set up 
a number of large screens 
across the city that broad-
casted the parade live.

According to data provi-
ded by the IC, the parade 
saw a total of some 70,000 
local residents and visitors. 
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‘Latin Parade’ attracts   150,000 people
The President of the Cultu-
ral Affairs Bureau, Mok Ian 
Ian, told the press that there 
were a total of 150,000 peo-
ple who watched the parade, 
a figure similar to last year.

This year the parade fea-
tured 76 groups with a total 
of over 1,700 participants, 
including 57 local groups 
and 19 groups from main-
land China, France, Spain, 
Russia, Columbia, Italy, 
Germany and Netherlands. 
Groups from Argentina, 
Japan, Malaysia, Korea, 
Hong Kong and Portugue-
se-speaking countries such 
as Portugal, Brazil, Guinea-
Bissau and Mozambique 
also participated.

That marked a notable in-
crease over the 2017 Parade, 
which invited 49 local and 
15 foreign groups and a total 
of 1,300 participants. This 
year’s edition saw the num-
ber of participants surge 30 
percent.

Now in its eight edition, 
the parade is one of the ma-
jor events celebrating the ci-
ty’s handover to China.

In tandem with the Arts 
and Cultural Festival be-
tween China and Portu-
guese-speaking Countries, 

and the Lusofonia Festival, 
among others, this year’s 
parade aims to introduce a 
new cultural collaboration 
between China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries.

Seeking to expand its scale 
and extend its reach further 
into the local community, 
the parade held a total of 23 
outreach performances. 

Foreign art groups were 
invited to host community 
workshops and to offer per-
formances in campuses from 
late November, increasing 
the cultural exchanges with 
foreign artists and creating 
a festive atmosphere in the 
community. 

A series of promotional ac-
tivities were launched from 
December 1 for two conse-
cutive weeks, which attrac-
ted nearly 30,000 partici-
pants, the IC noted.

The parade launched the 
promotional game “MOME-
play Prizes” through its offi-
cial WeChat account, which, 
according to the bureau, at-
tracted nearly 70,000 parti-
cipants. The organizer also 
held a photography contest, 
inviting residents to partici-
pate and capture the event’s 
highlights.
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Best film 
Clean Up

PResented by Mimi Plau-
ché, Sunny Joseph and Mar-

co Martins, jury members from 
the Network for the Promotion 
of Asian Cinema (NETPAC), the 
NETPAC Award went to “Subur-
ban Birds”. 

The Asian Blockbuster Film 
2018 went to “Crazy Rich Asians”. 
The Variety Asian Star: Up Next 
Award went to five actors and ac-
tresses as follows: Anne Curtis, 
Iqbaal Ramadhan, Zaira Wasim, 
Xana Tang and Ryan Zheng Kai. 

This year 14 films, beneficiaries 
of the Local View Power project, 
were divided between three pu-
blic screening sessions during 
IFFAM. 

In the prize-giving ceremony 
held last Friday, “The Melan-
choly of Gods” by Lei Cheok Mei 
was presented the Jury Prize for 
Best Film while “Halfway” by Ng 
Ka Lon received the Special Men-
tion.

Jury President Chen Kaige 
presented with ‘Spirit of Cinema’

NETPAC 
Award went 
to Suburban 
Birds

IFFAM 2018

Clean Up 
awarded Best Film
CleAn UP” has 

been awarded 
Best Film at the 
3rd International 

Film Festival & Awards 
(IFFAM), as announced 
last Friday at the Macao 
Cultural Center. 

The Awards Ceremony of 
the 3rd International Film 
Festival & Awards Macao 
(IFFAM) was held at the 
Macao Cultural Centre at 
8 p.m. on Friday, gathering 
about 800 guests including 
internationally acclaimed 
film directors, movie stars 
and industry professionals 
from around the world. 

The Film Festival scree-
ned a total of 54 films this 
year, including 11 films 
competing for nine awards 
in the Competition section, 
as well as six “New Chine-
se Cinema” film entries 
competing for Best New 
Chinese-language Film of 
the Year. All winners were 
revealed at the Awards Ce-
remony on Friday.

The 11 films in the Com-
petition section were 
“School’s Out”, “The Guil-
ty”, “Clean up”, “The Good 
Girls”, “Ága”, “Scarborou-
gh”, “Suburban Birds”, 
“White Blood”, “All Good”, 
“Jesus” and “The Man Who 

Feels No Pain”.
Kwon Man-ki, the direc-

tor of Clean Up, said that 
the biggest challenge for 
him was the budget for the 

project, while lead actor 
Kim Dae-gun remarked 
that the last scene of the 
film proved a test.

“Definitely the budget, 

as it is a low-cost produc-
tion, hence it needs to be 
completed as soon as pos-
sible, which is really hard,” 
answered Kwon. He also 
said he was surprised to 
win the award. 

“The character I played is 
emotional and the biggest 
challenge is the last scene 
of the film,” said Kim, who 
also said that “I feel like we 
are representing our coun-
try [South Korea] well by 
winning this award. I wou-
ld also like to thank the pu-
blic relations firm respon-
sible for the international 
release.”

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office Director 
and President of the 3rd 
IFFAM Organizing Com-
mittee, Helena de Senna 
Fernandes, remarked in 
her address at the Awards 
Ceremony, “in the IFFAM 
Industry Hub, the Project 
Market has cast the spotli-
ght on 14 much-anticipated 
new film projects.” 

Among them, two Ma-
cau projects were named 
winners of the Best Project 
Award and the Macao Spi-
rit Award. 

“We are eager to see the 
Film Festival bring bri-
ght opportunities for fil-
mmakers in Macau and 
from around the world,” 
the IFFAM President said. 

IFFAM ambassadors 
Shekhar Kapur and Xue 
Xiao Lu, as well as talent 
ambassador Aaron Kwok, 
were presented with tokens 
of appreciation at the 
Awards Ceremony. JZ

The new competi-
tion section “New 

Chinese Cinema” pitted 
six films against each 
other, namely “Dear 
Ex”, “Baby”, “Xiao 
Mei”, “Up the Moun-
tain”, “Fly by Night” 
and “The Pluto Mo-
ment”. 

“Up the Mountain” 
took home Best New 
Chinese-language Film 
of the Year. The award 
was presented by Ste-
phanie Bunbury, Nick 
James and Shu Kei, 
who are jury members 
for the New Chinese Ci-
nema section.

In addition to the abo-
ve awards, an array of 
accolades was presen-
ted at the Awards Ce-
remony to commend 
outstanding films and 
filmmakers for their 
achievements. 

Internationally ac-
claimed film director 
and Jury President of 
the 3rd International 
Film Festival & Awards 
(IFFAM), Chen Kaige, 
directed his first film 
“Yellow Earth” in 1984, 

which garnered a num-
ber of awards and ushe-
red in the new era for 
Chinese cinema. 

Recognized as one of 
the Chinese film classi-
cs, his acclaimed mas-
terpiece “Farewell My 
Concubine” (1993) won 
the Palme d’Or at the 
46th Cannes Film Fes-
tival in the same year, 
making Chen the only 
Chinese director who 
has received this top 
accolade to this day. 

At the Awards Cere-
mony, Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture 
of the Macau SAR Go-
vernment, Alexis Tam, 
presented the “Spirit of 
Cinema” Achievement 
Award to Chen.

“I just came here to 
present awards to you-
ng filmmakers, so I was 
very surprised that I 
can also win an award,” 

said Chen. “The name 
of this award is inte-
resting, as it means we 
need to have the spirit 
of film production. In 
addition, being a direc-
tor is not all entertain-
ment. Film production 
can be very inspiring.”

Offering his sugges-
tions to new directors, 
Chen said, “it is good 
to see different new 
directors appearing in 
the film industry. But 
the bad news is, it is 
very difficult to find 
investors and capital, 
which is the limitation 
of making films. It is 
somehow contradictory 
as a film production can 
also make money. The-
refore I hope the new 
directors can balance 
making a good film and 
finding capital, and that 
they can do better than 
the old directors.” JZ

awards
Jury Prize
White Blood 

Best director
Gustav Möller, The Guilty

Best Actor
Jakob Cedergren, The Guilty

Best Actress
 Aenne Schwarz,

 All Good

Best technical contribution
Kaloyan Bozhilov, 

cinematographer of Ága

Best screenplay
Barnaby 

Southcombe, 
screenwriter of

Scarborough 

Best new Young Actor 
Abhimanyu Dassani, 

The Man Who Feels No Pain

special 
Mention

Jesus

Macao Audience 
choice Award
The Good Girls 

Kwok Man-ki, director and scriptwriter
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Boeing delivers first 737 from 
China plant as trade war simmers

Boeing Co. has kicked off 
its industrial foray into Chi-

na, handing over the first 737 
Max completed in the country to 
Air China as executives looked 
past simmering trade tension to 
a USD2.7 trillion market oppor-
tunity.

The jetliner was the first to be 
delivered outside the U.S. by the 
Chicago-based planemaker, al-
though the aircraft for all inten-
ts and purposes bore a “Made 
in U.S.A.” label. It marked the 
debut of Boeing’s plane com-
pletion and delivery center in 
Zhoushan, 90 miles southeast of 
Shanghai. The completion part 
of the facility is a joint venture 
with state-owned planemaker 
Commercial Aircraft Corp. of 
China Ltd.

While the plant was set in 
motion before U.S. President 
Donald Trump was elected, the 
ribbon-cutting risks being over-
shadowed by his tit-for-tat on 
duties with China on products 
ranging from cars and machi-
nery to pork and soybeans. A 
three-month truce announced 
earlier this month has been 
under threat since the arrest of 
Huawei Technologies Co.’s chief 
financial officer in Canada after 
the U.S. sought her extradition 
on allegations of violating Iran 
sanctions.

The Zhoushan facility, with 
roots on both sides of the Paci-
fic, is emblematic of the balan-
cing act for Boeing in China. The 
planemaker sold its first 10 jets 
there in 1972 after President 
Richard Nixon arrived aboard 
a Boeing 707. Chinese workers 
at the new plant will put the fi-
nishing touches on U.S.-built 
planes flown over from a Seattle- 
area factory, before delivering 
them to local customers.

“This is a really exciting point 
in our history to have something 
of this scale here,” John Bruns, 
president of Boeing China, told 
reporters Saturday. “It really 
demonstrates our commitment 
to this market,” he said of the 
Zhoushan facility.

RoBUst deMAnd
About one of every four jets 

that Boeing builds is bound for 
China, while the country’s airli-
nes are the biggest buyers of the 
737, the manufacturer’s largest 
source of profit. China is expec-
ted to need about 7,700 com-
mercial planes over the next two 
decades to connect an increasin-
gly mobile middle class.

That represents $1.2 trillion 
in potential sales, while Boeing 
projects the demand for servi-
ces from maintenance to pilot 
training could create another 
$1.5 trillion market opportunity 
for Boeing, Airbus SE and ho-
megrown rivals like Comac.

Boeing eventually plans to put 
the finishing touches on 100 of 
its 737 Max planes each year 
at the new completion center. 
Bruns declined to say when he 
expects the facility to operate in 
high gear, predicting a “gradual 
step up” as workers are trained. 
The bulk of its workforce - about 

75 people - are Boeing’s U.S. 
employees temporarily statio-
ned there to help new hires get 
up to speed.

Indeed the plane delivered to 
Air China was painted in the 
U.S. since that part of the Zhou-
shan facility isn’t yet operating, 
while the tasks completed onsite 
for its interior made for a “pretty 
limited work statement,” Bruns 
said.

Handing off light manufac-
turing to the new completion 
center eventually will free up 
valuable capacity as Boeing 
charts 737 production increases 
well beyond the 57-month rate 

set for 2019. The company only 
builds the narrow-body jets at a 
single site in Renton, Washing-
ton. Airbus has four such plants 
scattered around the globe for 
its competing A320 family of 
planes - including one in China.

But Boeing’s commercial 
stronghold in China is increasin-
gly threatened by Airbus’s large 
industrial investment, as well as 
the trade warfare stoked by Pre-
sident Trump. While aerospace 
has largely been excluded from 
the wrangling, China has sent 
subtle reminders that the sector 
remains at risk.

The nation, at one point, threa-
tened to slap a tariff on older 737 
models. More recently, Xiamen 
Airlines, majority owned by sta-
te-run China Southern Airlines 
Co. and an exclusive operator 
of Boeing jets for more than 30 
years, has struck up talks with 
Airbus, Bloomberg reported.

Boeing, the largest U.S. expor-
ter, has urged both governments 
to resolve their trade differences 
and protect aerospace, which 
generates about an $80 billion 
annual trade surplus for the U.S.

“Both countries are motiva-
ted to have a healthy aerospace 
ecosystem,” Boeing CEO Dennis 
Muilenburg said in a Dec. 6 in-
terview with CNBC. “We’re cer-
tainly very engaged with gover-

nments in both countries and 
we’re going to do what we can to 
assist and help reach a positive 
conclusion.”

AiRBUs PlAnt
Airbus has been assembling its 

narrow-body A320s in China for 
about a decade, recently expan-
ding its Tianjin campus to in-
clude a completion and delivery 
center for its wide-body A330s. 
Like at Boeing’s Zhoushan faci-
lity, seats and other cabin equi-
pment are installed in planes 
built outside the country.

Boeing’s more cautious 
approach to technology transfer 
in China reflects a manufactu-
ring strategy rooted around its 
traditional Seattle-area indus-
trial hub. The company has no 
other overseas factories althou-
gh McDonnell Douglas Corp., 
which Boeing bought in 1997, 
invested heavily in Chinese pro-
duction of the MD-80. The ef-
fort eventually flopped.

“Considering they have a lot 
of people who lived through the 
sheer expensive pointlessness of 
the McDonnell Douglas invest-
ment there, I see their caution,” 
said Richard Aboulafia, an avia-
tion consultant. “And having a 
line there, no it hasn’t bought 
Airbus anything.”

Joanna Lu, an analyst with the 

consulting arm of FlightGlobal 
in Asia, agreed that Boeing’s 
more limited manufacturing 
presence in China probably 
doesn’t put it at a disadvantage 
to Airbus since Chinese airlines 
still mainly purchase planes bui-
lt in Europe and the U.S.

‘fiRst steP’
While Boeing holds a sales 

lead over Airbus in China, that 
gap is narrowing. As of August 
this year, Boeing has 1,670 pla-
nes in service in China, followed 
closely by Airbus with 1,598, 
according to data from CAPA 
Centre for Aviation. The Euro-
pean planemaker hired a vete-
ran Chinese official as its new 
China chief to improve relations 
with the government and custo-
mers and opened an innovation 
center in Shenzhen, a southern 
Chinese tech boomtown.

And with China expected to 
be a key market for a proposed 
new Boeing mid-range jetliner, 
dubbed the 797 by analysts, 
the work done at the 100-acre 
Zhoushan campus could grow 
over time.

“This is probably the first step 
in what could be a longer, more 
substantial course of Boeing 
into China,” said Ken Herbert, 
analyst with Canaccord Genui-
ty. Bloomberg

 While 
aerospace has 
largely been 
excluded from 
the wrangling, 
China has 
sent subtle 
reminders that 
the sector 
remains at risk
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China Confronts its 
eternal dilemma again
Christopher Balding, Bloomberg

China’s top leaders meet this week in Beijing 
to set economic policy objectives for the coming 
year. The central question is whether they will 
do what they want or what the country needs.

Clear evidence has emerged in the past 
couple of months that the Chinese economy 
is slowing to an uncomfortable degree. That’s 
raised expectations that the leadership will opt 
for significant stimulus at the Central Economic 
Work Conference, which will be held from Dec. 
19-21.

Pressure for stimulus revives the eternal 
question of whether to prioritize growth over 
deleveraging. Beijing has worked diligently to 
slow debt growth since President Xi Jinping 
was confirmed for a second term as general 
secretary of the Communist Party in October 
2017. However, asset prices and real activity 
have slowed markedly. With car sales down 18 
percent in November from a year earlier, a tepid 
package of moderate fiscal spending and tax 
cuts may be insufficient to drive a rebound.

Hopes are running high among Chinese in-
vestment bank analysts. Citic Securities Co. 
speculated that stimulus could reach as much 
as 14 trillion yuan (USD2 trillion), while ING 
Groep NV estimated a figure of 9-10 trillion 
yuan. That would be equivalent to roughly 10-
16 percent of current GDP — bigger than the 
package rolled out during the global financial 
crisis in 2008-09. On the other hand, commodi-
ties markets — the likeliest recipients of stimu-
lus largess — are sluggish in price and volume 
terms heading into the policy gathering.

Bank research notes have bemoaned the lack 
of demand and fall-off in investment, referring to 
this as the “dark before the dawn” of post-con-
ference announcements. We’ve already seen 
a trickle of potential shifts, such as a proposal 
to remove the policy bias against private com-
panies. Beijing has also been revising public 
private partnership rules in the hope that they 
will unleash increased investment in infrastruc-
ture. 

Analysts have focused, too, on the prospects 
for a cut in value-added sales taxes. This would 
provide a shot in the arm for households and 
retailers at a time when consumption has been 
sluggish following a smaller-than-anticipated 
2018 tax cut. Chinese analysts have been 
speculating that VAT will be reduced to the low 
teens from the current rate on most goods of 
16 percent.

The problem is that increased investment 
spending will require a re-acceleration of debt 
growth, while tax cuts will increase the public 
deficit. There has already been talk that China 
should increase its public deficit target to 3-5 
percent from 3 percent. Cutting interest rates 
doesn’t appear to be an option that’s being wi-
dely considered, given the downward pressure 
this would have on the yuan and the lack of 
any direct boost to investment. Even amid this 
year’s deleveraging campaign, total debt growth 
will still outpace nominal GDP growth by about 
1 percent. Higher investment in infrastructure 
via PPP projects can only come primarily from 
over-indebted state-owned enterprises or local 
governments that already have a reputation for 
hiding debt levels, something highlighted as a 
major concern in the People’s Bank of China’s 
financial stability report. 

The reality is that the government cannot sti-
mulate the economy to any appreciable degree 
while simultaneously continuing to slow debt 
growth. This puts Beijing in an uncomfortable 
position: keep taking the pain, or give in to the 
pressure and provide relief now? Opening the 
money spigot may alleviate near-term growth 
concerns, but at the cost of storing up bigger 
problems for the future. 

The years of enormous debt growth are ca-
tching up with China. We should know at the 
end of this week which way its leaders have 
decided to turn.

TRAdE WAR

Executive’s arrest, 
security worries 
stymie Huawei’s reach
Joe McDonald, Beijing

While a 
Huawei exe-
cutive faces 
possible U.S. 

charges over trade with Iran, 
the Chinese tech giant’s am-
bition to be a leader in next-
generation telecoms is col-
liding with security worries 
abroad.

Australia and New Zealand 
have barred Huawei Tech-
nologies Ltd. as a supplier for 
fifth-generation networks. 
They joined the United Sta-
tes and Taiwan, which limit 
use of technology from the 
biggest global supplier of ne-
twork switching gear. Last 
week, Japan’s cybersecuri-
ty agency said Huawei and 
other vendors deemed risky 
will be off-limits for govern-
ment purchases.

None has released evi-
dence of wrongdoing by 
Huawei, which denies it is 
a risk and has operated a 
laboratory with Britain’s 
government since 2010 to 
conduct security examina-
tions of its products. But 
the accusations, amid ri-
sing tension over Chinese 
technology ambitions and 
spying, threaten its ability to 
compete in a sensitive field 
as carriers prepare to invest 
billions of dollars.

“This is something that’s 
definitely concerning 
Huawei at this stage, becau-
se there is a political angle 
to it and a business angle,” 
said Nikhil Bhatra, a senior 
researcher for IDC.

Huawei is no ordinary 
electronics supplier. The 
company founded in 1987 
by a former military engi-
neer is China’s first global 
tech brand and a national 
champion at the head of 
an industry Beijing is pro-
moting as part of efforts to 
transform this country into 
a technology creator. It has 
China’s biggest corporate 
research-and-development 
budget at 89.7 billion yuan 
(USD13 billion) in 2017 - 10 
percent more than Apple In-
c.’s - and foreign customers 
can draw on a multibillion-
dollar line of credit from the 
official China Development 
Bank.

That puts Huawei at the 
heart of strains over the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
technology aspirations, 
competition with Western 

economies and ties between 
companies and government, 
including possibly spying.

A European Union official, 
Andrus Ansip, expressed 
concern that Chinese rules 
requiring telecom equip-
ment suppliers to coopera-
te with intelligence servi-
ces would involve possible 
“mandatory backdoors” in 
computer or telecom sys-
tems.

“Do we have to be worried 
about Huawei and other 
Chinese companies? Yes, 
I think we have to be wor-
ried,” said Ansip, the trade 
bloc’s vice president for a 
digital single market.

The company says it is 
employee-owned and ope-
rates independently. It de-
nies it designs equipment 
to allow eavesdropping or 
that it is controlled by the 
Communist Party - a stance 
critics including some U.S. 
senators say is doubtful in 
China’s state-dominated 
system. The company notes 
it uses the same global com-
ponents suppliers as Wes-
tern manufacturers.

“Not a single shred of evi-
dence against the company 
has ever been presented,” 
Huawei said in a written 
response to questions.

The company is the “most 
examined telecoms equi-
pment vendor,” the state-
ment said. It said foreign 
officials visit regularly to see 
“the lengths we go to assure 
them of the integrity of our 
technology.”

Huawei, headquartered 
on a leafy campus in Shen-
zhen, near Hong Kong, has 
been working on 5G since 
2009 and is one of the ma-
jor suppliers of the techno-
logy, along with Sweden’s 

LM Ericsson and Finland’s 
Nokia Corp.

The company whose te-
chnology winds up being 
adopted stands to reap 
billions of dollars from sales 
and license fees.

5G promises more than 
just faster mobile phone 
service. It is designed to 
support vastly expanded 
networks of devices from in-
ternet-linked cars and me-
dical equipment to factory 
robots and nuclear power 
plants. Annual sales of 5G 
network gear are forecast to 
reach $11 billion by 2022, 
according to IHS Markit.

That makes it more politi-
cally sensitive, raises the po-
tential cost of security failu-
res and requires more trust 
in suppliers.

Even a “really minuscule” 
risk could disqualify a pro-
vider, said Andrew Kitson, 
head of technology industry 
research for Fitch Solutions.

But Kitson sees commer-
cial motives behind the ac-
cusations against Huawei. 
He said many come from 
U.S. and European suppliers 
that are losing market share 
to Chinese rivals.

“There never has been any 
actual proof,” said Kitson. 
“They’ve only got to make 
a few insinuations for other 
governments to sit up and 
think, hang on, even if there 
is no proof, it is too much of 
a risk.”

Huawei took a new hit on 
Dec. 1 when its chief finan-
cial officer, Meng Wanzhou, 
was arrested in Vancouver 
on U.S. charges of lying to 
banks about transactions 
with Iran.

Huawei is more politically 
important than ZTE Corp., a 
Chinese rival that was near-

ly driven out of business af-
ter Washington blocked it 
from buying U.S. technolo-
gy over exports to Iran and 
North Korea. President Do-
nald Trump restored access 
after ZTE paid a $1 billion 
fine, replaced its executives 
and hired U.S.-picked com-
pliance officers.

That won’t work with 
Huawei, which is the “key to 
Beijing’s aspirations to lead 
globally” on 5G, said Eura-
sia Group in a report. It said 
Chinese leaders would see 
an attempt to impose ZTE-s-
tyle controls as “tantamount 
to an open technology war.”

Huawei’s U.S. business 
evaporated after a 2012 con-
gressional report labeled the 
company and ZTE securi-
ty threats. The same year, 
Australia banned it from 
bidding on a national high- 
speed broadband network.

Taiwan, the self-ruled 
island Beijing claims as 
its territory and regularly 
threatens to attack, imposed 
curbs in 2013 on Huawei 
and other Chinese telecoms 
technology. Lawmakers are 
discussing expanding the 
controls.

Elsewhere, Huawei su-
pplies phone carriers in 
Asia, Africa and Europe. 
The company says it serves 
45 of the 50 biggest global 
telecom operators. Its 2017 
global sales rose 16 percent 
to 604 billion yuan ($92.5 
billion) while profits in-
creased 28 percent to 47.5 
billion yuan ($7.3 billion).

Huawei accounted for 28 
percent of last year’s $32 
billion global sales of mobile 
network gear, according to 
IHS Markit. Ericsson was 
second with 27 percent and 
Nokia had 23 percent. AP
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China’s made in 2025 
ambitions are a paper tiger

Beijing suspends tariff hikes on US cars, auto parts
ChinA announced a 

90-day suspension of 
tariff hikes on U.S. cars, 
trucks and auto parts 
following its cease-fire in a 
trade battle with Washin-
gton that threatens global 
economic growth.

The suspension is China’s 
first step in response to 
President Donald Trump’s 
Dec. 1 agreement to sus-
pend U.S. tariff hikes for a 
similar 90-day period whi-
le the two sides negotiate 
over American complaints 
about Beijing’s technology 
policy and trade surplus.

China has indicated it 
plans to move ahead with 
the talks despite strains 
over the arrest of a Chi-
nese technology executive 
in Canada to face possible 
U.S. charges related to a 
violation of trade sanctions 

on Iran.
Beijing will suspend a 

25 percent import charge 
on cars and trucks and a 
5 percent charge on auto 
parts, effective Jan. 1, the 
Finance Ministry announ-
ced.

The announcement hel-
ped give substance to 
Trump’s agreement with 
his Chinese counterpart, 

Xi Jinping, after prolonged 
uncertainty caused jittery 
global financial markets to 
swing wildly.

The Finance Ministry 
said the tariff suspension 
would apply to impor-
ts worth up to a total of 
USD126 billion, but that 
would be nearly 10 times 
the $13 billion of vehicles 
the United States exported 

to China last year.
China is the world’s big-

gest auto market but most 
U.S.-branded vehicles sold 
here are manufactured 
in Chinese factories. The 
automaker hit hardest by 
the Chinese tariff hike was 
Germany’s BMW AG, whi-
ch ships SUVs made in a 
South Carolina factory to 
China.

The penalties were impo-
sed in response to Trump’s 
decision to slap 25 per-
cent tariffs on $50 billion 
of Chinese goods and a 10 
percent charge on another 
$200 billion. The second 
tariff was due to rise Jan. 1 
until Trump agreed to the 
postponement.

The United States and 
other trading partners 
complain Beijing steals or 
pressures companies to 

hand over technology in 
violation of its market-ope-
ning obligations. American 
officials also worry Chinese 
industry plans that call for 
state-led creation of global 
champions in robotics and 
other fields threaten U.S. 
industrial leadership.

A spokesman for China’s 
Commerce Ministry, Gao 
Feng, said Thursday the 
two sides were in “close 
contact” but gave no time-
table for possible face-to-
face negotiations.

Economists say 90 days 
probably is too little time to 
resolve conflicts that have 
bedeviled U.S.-Chinese 
relations for years. They 
say Beijing’s goal probably 
will be to show it is making 
progress so Trump extends 
his deadline.

Beijing officials expres-

sed confidence China cou-
ld withstand U.S. pressu-
re but the fight battered 
consumer confidence and 
threatened export indus-
tries that support millions 
of jobs.

Last week’s announce-
ment “shows the Chinese 
government is willing to 
solve trade disputes throu-
gh consultation based on 
equality,” said Song Li-
fang, an economist at Ren-
min University in Beijing.

The tariff cut lowers the 
charge for U.S.-made cars 
and trucks to 15 percent, 
the same level as imports 
from other countries.

“If the United States cuts 
or remove tariffs on Chi-
nese goods, China will su-
rely follow up with further 
relevant measures,” Song 
said. AP

Anjani Trivedi

ChinA’s industrial ambi-
tions have the U.S. on edge. 

But what has actually come of 
its plans for global technology 
domination?

Beijing is considering delaying 
targets in its “Made in China 
2025” program, Bloomberg 
News reported last week. The 
roadmap, which seeks to ad-
vance domestic production of 
critical technology, has been a 
key bone of contention in Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s trade 
war. Other reports said China 
may replace the program altoge-
ther and give foreign companies 
more access to its market.

On the same day, though, the 
State Council said it had decided 
to boost “mechanized farming” 
and upgrade agricultural ma-
chinery (while also noting that 
farmers would be subsidized 
whether buying foreign or Chi-
nese brands). And the Ministry 
of Industry and Information Te-
chnology said it would roll out 
policies to upgrade manufactu-
ring with “cutting-edge techno-
logies.” Both announcements 
were in line with Made in China 
2025 goals. 

The reports make one thing 
clear: China isn’t going to rein 
in its industrial objectives anyti-
me soon. At the same time, it’s 
a long way from achieving those 
targets.

By the numbers, China increa-
singly doesn’t need the world’s 
factories. The foreign content 
of its exports, based on the ra-

tio of imported components, 
has been dropping for the last 
20 years. Most basic inputs are 
now made in China. But that’s 
also true for foreign companies. 
Consider ABB Ltd. The Swiss 
industrial giant sources locally 
almost 90 percent of the parts 
it uses to manufacture transfor-
mers, robots and electrical equi-
pment in China, and sells most 
of its output there, according to 
Morgan Stanley. 

Made in China 2025, published 
in summer 2015, laid out how 
and why China would need to 
move up the technology ladder 
and close the gap with develo-
ped countries in higher-end or 
intelligent manufacturing. 

The plan identified 10 key sec-
tors and set out targets to raise 
domestic content in core com-
ponents and materials. The glo-
bal community has balked at 

the proposal, seeing it as a type 
of stealth import substitution 
policy. Its financial scale has 
sent shudders, with hundreds 
of billions of dollars in funds 
backed by state banks and other 
pools of government capital.

But Beijing doesn’t have much 
to show for all this. China’s re-
search and development expen-
diture, while growing, remains 
well below the likes of the U.S. 
and Japan as a percentage of 
GDP. R&D intensity, a proxy for 
how effectively the country has 
spent its money, has barely bud-
ged in the past two years. 

At a recent business forum, a 
senior official with the financial 
and economic affairs committee 
of the National People’s Con-
gress said China was likely to 
miss its targets for R&D spen-
ding as a portion of GDP in the 
five-year plan ending 2020. The 

nation will effectively end up 
spending USD100 billion less 
than it had budgeted.

Speak to CEOs of German ma-
chinery makers, and they will 
tell you China’s expertise may 
have reached the second or 
third level, but it is nowhere clo-
se to the highest tier. Chemical 
companies in southern China 
say every local entrepreneur 
wants to make the compounds 
but when it comes to the hi-
gh-end they can’t quite cut it, 
producing formulations that are 
often unstable.

In 2017, high-tech manufac-
turing accounted for just under 
13 percent of total industrial 
value-added. More than half of 
China’s technology standards 
for smart manufacturing don’t 
match internationally accepted 
ones. That might hinder foreign 
players, but it also impedes the 

nation’s own companies on the 
global stage.

A look at the state of the new 
energy vehicle, or NEV, indus-
try suggests China is unlikely to 
race ahead. Domestic produc-
tion is supposed to have an 80 
percent share of the NEV market 
by 2025. Yet for all the millions 
of NEVs China now churns out, 
it has yet to produce a global or 
even a domestic champion. Ins-
tead, subsidies have led to swa-
ths of low-quality electric cars. 
Several would-be “Tesla killers” 
have come and gone. Ultimate-
ly, China brought in Tesla itself 
to manufacture locally.

Despite the trade tensions and 
the apparent barriers, foreign 
investment in China has con-
tinued to pour in. In the first 
11 months, it rose 1.1 percent 
to more than $120 billion and 
the number of newly approved 
foreign-invested enterprises in-
creased by almost 78 percent. 
Funds going into the high-sec-
tor climbed 30 percent.

Clearly, foreign investors 
aren’t overly concerned by Made 
in China 2025. After all, other 
countries have industrial poli-
cies. The U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
trade agreement has local con-
tent rules. India has exorbitant 
import tariffs. And the Commi-
ttee on Foreign Investment in 
the U.S. now targets all of the 
industries China has listed in its 
2025 plan.

China’s openness to foreign 
investment has served it well 
— and overseas companies such 
as BMW AG, DowDuPont Inc. 
and Apple Inc. that have pro-
fited there. The country has a 
better chance of climbing the 
technology ladder by exposing 
its companies to the rigors of 
world-class competitors than by 
seeking to shut them out with 
rhetoric-heavy and substance- 
light strategy documents. The-
re’s little to fear from Made in 
China 2025. Bloomberg
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SRI LANKA

President reinstates 
prime minister he sacked

AUSTRALIA 

Canberra recognizes west Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
AUstRAliA has de-

cided to formally re-
cognize west Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, but won’t 
move its embassy until 
there’s a peace settlement 
between Israel and the Pa-
lestinians, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison announ-
ced this weekend.

Morrison said in a spee-
ch that Australia would re-
cognize east Jerusalem as 
Palestine’s capital only af-
ter a settlement has been 
reached on a two-state 
solution. The Australian 
Embassy won’t be moved 
from Tel Aviv until such a 
time, he said.

While the embassy move 
is delayed, Morrison said 
his government would es-
tablish a defense and tra-
de office in Jerusalem and 
would also start looking 
for an appropriate site for 
the embassy.

“The Australian gover-
nment has decided that 
Australia now recognizes 
west Jerusalem, as the 
seat of the Knesset and 
many of the institutions of 

government, is the capital 
of Israel,” Morrison said.

He said the decision res-
pects both a commitment 
to a two-state solution 
and long-standing respect 
for relevant U.N. Security 
Council resolutions.

Australia becomes the 
third country to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capi-
tal, following the U.S. and 
Guatemala.

Unlike its predecessors, 
however, Australia recog-

nized only the western 
part of the city. The move, 
therefore, is unlikely to 
please either side entirely.

For the Palestinians, it 
offers a partial resolution 
to an issue that they be-
lieve should be resolved 
through negotiations. 
That decision is softened, 
though, by recognizing 
their claim to east Jerusa-
lem.

The Israelis welcome 
recognition of Jerusalem 

as their capital, but the 
Australian decision falls 
far short of their claim to 
all of the city. Refusing to 
include east Jerusalem, 
home to the city’s most 
important religious sites, 
is likely to upset Israeli 
nationalists who domina-
te Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s coali-
tion.

Israel’s foreign ministry 
commended Australia’s 
move as “a step in the ri-

ght direction.” In a state-
ment, it also praised the 
Australian government’s 
stance against anti-Semi-
tism and its pro-Israel po-
sition at the U.N.

Senior Palestinian offi-
cial Saeb Erekat slammed 
Australia’s “irresponsible 
policies” that led to the re-
cognition.

“The policies of this 
Australian administra-
tion have done nothing 
to advance the two-sta-
te solution,” Erekat said 
in a statement, stressing 
the Palestinian view that 
the holy city remains a 
final-status issue in Israe-
li-Palestinian peace talks, 
which have run aground.

Morrison had earlier 
floated the idea that Aus-
tralia may follow the 
contentious U.S. move of 
relocating its embassy to 
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv, 
but it was seen by many 
Australians as a politi-
cal stunt. Critics called it 
a cynical attempt to win 
votes in a by-election in 
October for a Sydney seat 

with a high Jewish popu-
lation.

The consideration had 
sparked backlash from 
Muslim-majority Indone-
sia and Malaysia, threate-
ning a free trade deal that 
has now been delayed.

Opposition leader Bill 
Shorten said the decision 
to recognize west Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s capital but 
not move the embassy 
there was a “humiliating 
backdown” from the Oc-
tober by-election cam-
paign.

“What I’m worried is 
that Mr. Morrison put his 
political interest ahead 
of our national interest,” 
Shorten told reporters.

Israel captured east Je-
rusalem in the 1967 Mi-
deast war and annexed it 
in a move that is not in-
ternationally recognized. 
Israel considers east Jeru-
salem an indivisible part 
of its capital, while the 
Palestinians seek the area, 
home to the city’s most 
sensitive holy sites, as the 
capital of a future state. AP

Krishan Francis, Colombo

SRi Lanka’s president 
reappointed Ranil Wi-
ckremesinghe as pri-
me minister yesterday, 

nearly two months after firing 
him and setting off a long po-
litical stalemate in the South 
Asian island nation.

The move promises to ease 
the crisis, but could also be the 
beginning of a difficult cohabi-
tation between Wickremesin-
ghe and President Maithripala 
Sirisena, who are now in rival 
camps. A new Cabinet is expec-
ted to be sworn in soon.

Wickremesinghe’s United Na-
tional Party said on its official 
Twitter account that Wickre-
mesinghe took the oath before 
Sirisena. The swearing in took 
place privately, with only a few 
lawmakers in attendance.

“Now I will assume duties of 
the office of prime minister,” 
Wickremesinghe told cheering 
supporters gathered at his of-
ficial residence after he was 
sworn in.

“Unfortunately, during the 
past few weeks, the progress of 
this country and the develop-
ment programs that we under-

took were stalled,” he said. “Not 
only that, the country went 
backward. Today we commit 
firstly to bring back normalcy 
and resuming the development 
program.”

Sirisena abruptly dismissed 
Wickremesinghe on Oct. 26 

and appointed former strong-
man President Mahinda Raja-
paksa in his place. Wickreme-
singhe insisted his removal was 
unlawful. Rajapaksa, meanwhi-
le, failed to get Parliament’s 
approval, losing two no-confi-
dence votes.

Still, Rajapaksa continued to 
hold office with Sirisena’s su-
pport, and his opponents went 
to court. The Court of Appeal 
suspended Rajapaksa and his 
Cabinet from functioning in 
their offices. Rajapaksa asked 
the Supreme Court to lift the 

suspension, but it refused and 
extended the suspension until 
mid-January, forcing Rajapak-
sa to resign on Saturday.

Sri Lanka had been without a 
government from the time Ra-
japaksa was suspended by the 
Court of Appeal and was facing 
the danger of being unable to 
spend government money from 
Jan. 1 without a budget. It is 
also committed to repay USD1 
billion in foreign debts in Ja-
nuary.

“We can be proud of the way 
our Parliament and Supreme 
Court did their duties accor-
ding to the law,” Wickremesin-
ghe said, adding that the Su-
preme Court had strengthened 
the freedom of the citizens by 
interpreting the law accurately.

“We all need a normal life, we 
need our progress and it is to 
this that we are committed,” he 
said.

Sirisena was health minister 
in Rajapaksa’s Cabinet when he 
defected to join Wickremesin-
ghe and challenge Rajapaksa in 
the 2015 presidential election. 
After winning the election, he 
formed a government with Wi-
ckremesinghe as prime minis-
ter, but the two leaders started 
to have differences.

Sirisena opposed Wickreme-
singhe’s liberal economic poli-
cies and his moves to investi-
gate alleged abuses during Sri 
Lanka’s long civil war, which 
ended in 2009. He had insisted 
on not reappointing Wickreme-
singhe even though Rajapaksa 
lost the two no-confidence vo-
tes. AP

Aussie PM Scott Morrison

Reinstated PM Ranil Wickeremesinghe (center) greets Buddhist monks with his wife Maithree after assuming duties in 
Colombo yesterday
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Karsten Sach (center) head of the German delegation, reacts to the decision of the compromise at the World Climate Summit in Katowice, Poland

UN CLIMATE TALKS

Nations back universal emissions 
rules at Poland summit
AfteR two weeks of brui-

sing negotiations, officials 
from almost 200 countries 
agreed yesterday [Macau time] 
universal, transparent rules that 
will govern efforts to cut emis-
sions and curb global warming.

The deal agreed upon at U.N. 
climate talks in Poland enables 
countries to put into action the 
principles in the 2015 Paris cli-
mate accord.

But to the frustration of envi-
ronmental activists and some 
countries who were urging more 
ambitious climate goals, nego-
tiators delayed decisions on two 
key issues until next year in an 
effort to get a deal on them.

“Through this package, you 
have made a thousand little 
steps forward together,” said 
Michal Kurtyka, a senior Polish 
official chairing the talks.

He said while each individual 
country would likely find some 
parts of the agreement it didn’t 
like, efforts had been made to 
balance the interests of all par-
ties.

“We will all have to give in or-
der to gain,” he said. “We will all 
have to be courageous to look 
into the future and make yet 
another step for the sake of hu-
manity.”

The talks in Poland took place 
against a backdrop of growing 
concern among scientists that 
global warming on Earth is 
proceeding faster than govern-
ments are responding to it.  Last 
month, a study found that global 
warming will worsen disasters 

such as the deadly California 
wildfires and the powerful hur-
ricanes that have hit the United 
States this year.

And a recent report by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, or IPCC, con-
cluded that while it’s possible 
to cap global warming at 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit) by the end of the 
century compared to pre-indus-
trial times, this would require a 
dramatic overhaul of the global 
economy, including a shift away 
from fossil fuels.

Alarmed by efforts to include 
this in the final text of the mee-
ting, the oil-exporting nations of 
the U.S., Russia, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait blocked an endor-
sement of the IPCC report mid- 
way through this month’s talks 
in the Polish city of Katowice. 
That prompted uproar from vul-
nerable countries like small is-
land nations and environmental 
groups.

The final text at the U.N. talks 
omits a previous reference to 
specific reductions in greenhou-
se gas emissions by 2030, and 
merely welcomes the “timely 
completion” of the IPCC report, 
not its conclusions.

Last-minute snags forced ne-
gotiators in Katowice to go into 
extra time, after Friday’s sche-
duled end of the conference had 
passed without a deal.

One major sticking point was 
how to create a functioning 
market in carbon credits. Eco-
nomists believe that an interna-

tional trading system could be 
an effective way to drive down 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
raise large amounts of money 
for measures to curb global war-
ming.

But Brazil wanted to keep the 
piles of carbon credits it had 
amassed under an old system 
that developed countries say 
wasn’t credible or transparent.

Among those that pushed back 
hardest was the United Sta-
tes, despite President Donald 
Trump’s decision to pull out of 
the Paris climate accord and his 
promotion of coal as a source of 
energy.

“Overall, the U.S. role here 
has been somewhat schizophre-
nic — pushing coal and dissing 

science on the one hand, but 
also working hard in the room 
for strong transparency rules,” 
said Elliot Diringer of the Cen-
ter for Climate and Energy Solu-
tions, a Washington think tank.

When it came to closing poten-
tial loopholes that could allow 
countries to dodge their com-
mitments to cut emissions, “the 
U.S. pushed harder than nearly 
anyone else for transparency ru-
les that put all countries under 
the same system, and it’s largely 
succeeded.”

“Transparency is vital to U.S. 
interests,” added Nathaniel 
Keohane, a climate policy expert 
at the Environmental Defen-
se Fund. He noted that break-
through in the 2015 Paris talks 
happened only after the U.S. 
and China agreed on a common 
framework for transparency.

“In Katowice, the U.S. negotia-
tors have played a central role in 
the talks, helping to broker an 
outcome that is true to the Paris 
vision of a common transparen-
cy framework for all countries 
that also provides flexibility for 
those that need it,” said Keoha-
ne, calling the agreement “a vi-
tal step forward in realizing the 
promise of the Paris accord.”

Among the key achievements 
in Katowice was an agreement 
on how countries should report 
their greenhouses gas emissions 
and the efforts they’re taking 
to reduce them. Poor countries 
also secured assurances on get-
ting greater predictability about 
financial support to help them 

cut emissions, adapt to inevitab-
le changes such as sea level rises 
and pay for damages that have 
already happened.

“The majority of the rulebook 
for the Paris Agreement has 
been created, which is some-
thing to be thankful for,” said 
Mohamed Adow, a climate poli-
cy expert at Christian Aid. “But 
the fact countries had to be dra-
gged kicking and screaming to 
the finish line shows that some 
nations have not woken up to 
the urgent call of the IPCC re-
port” on the dire consequences 
of global warming.

A central feature of the Pa-
ris Agreement — the idea that 
countries will ratchet up their 
efforts to fight global warming 
over time — still needs to be 
proved effective, he said.

“To bend the emissions curve, 
we now need all countries to de-
liver these revised plans at the 
special U.N. Secretary General 
summit in 2019. It’s vital that 
they do so,” Adow said.

In the end, a decision on the 
mechanics of an emissions tra-
ding system was postponed to 
next year’s meeting. Countries 
also agreed to consider the issue 
of raising ambitions at a U.N. 
summit in New York next Sep-
tember.

Speaking hours before the final 
gavel, Canada’s Environment 
Minister Catherine McKenna 
suggested there was no alter-
native to such meetings if coun-
tries want to tackle global pro-
blems, especially at a time when 
multilateral diplomacy is under 
pressure from nationalism.

“The world has changed, the 
political landscape has chan-
ged,” she told The Associated 
Press. “Still you’re seeing here 
that we’re able to make pro-
gress, we’re able to discuss the 
issues, we’re able to come to so-
lutions.” AP

 The talks took 
place against 
a backdrop 
of growing 
concern among 
scientists that 
global warming 
is proceeding 
faster than 
governments 
are responding 
to it 
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May pushes back against second vote 
report, accuses Blair of boycotting talks
A s Prime Minister 

Theresa May prepa-
res to face lawmakers 
in Parliament today, 

she and her team pushed back 
on reports that cabinet minis-
ters have been working on the 
possibility of a second referen-
dum on leaving the European 
Union.

Education Secretary Damian 
Hinds, David Lidington and 
Chief of Staff Gavin Barwell 
denied yesterday preparations 
for a second Brexit referen-
dum.

May accuses former Prime 
Minister Tony Blair of ‘under-
mining’ her Brexit negotiations 
in Brussels.

Last week, Blair said MPs mi-
ght back a new vote if “none of 
the other options work.”

In response to May, he insis-
ted that a new referendum was 
democratic.

“Far from being anti-demo-
cratic it would be the opposite, 
as indeed many senior figures 
in her party from past and pre-
sent have been saying,” Blair 
said.

In the corridors of the U.K. 
Parliament, an idea that four 
months ago seemed laughable 
is now being seriously discus-
sed. Is another referendum a 
way out of the Brexit deadlock?

Speaking privately, some mi-
nisters raise it unprompted. At 
a press conference last week, 
leaders of the smaller opposi-
tion parties urged the govern-

ment to consider it as a contin-
gency worth preparing for.

The argument for a second 
referendum advanced by one 
minister was simple: If nothing 
can get through Parliament - 
and it looks like nothing can - 
the question needs to go back 
to voters.

The Sunday Times reported 
that David Lidington, effecti-

vely May’s deputy, held talks 
with opposition lawmakers 
to try to build a cross-party 
consensus on a new vote. The 
newspaper also reported that 
May has discussed the idea of 
another referendum with her 
predecessor David Cameron, 
saying that she’d back a second 
poll if MPs voted for it.

While campaigners for a se-
cond vote have mostly been 
those who want to reverse the 
result of the last one and keep 
Britain inside the EU, that’s not 
the reason a lot of new suppor-
ters are coming round to the 
idea.

One Cabinet minister said 
this week he wanted a second 
referendum on the table to 
make clear to Brexit supporters 
in the Conservative Party that 
the alternative to May’s deal is 
no Brexit at all.

Even Nigel Farage, former 
leader of the UKIP party that 
pushed the 2016 vote, on Fri-
day urged supporters to be rea-
dy for another referendum.

Speaking at rally in London, 
the Press Association quoted 

Farage as saying: “My messa-
ge folks tonight is: As much as 
I don’t want a second referen-
dum, it would be wrong of us 
on a Leave Means Leave plat-
form not to get ready, not to be 
prepared for a worst-case sce-
nario.”

Putting pressure on Brexiteers 
is also the reason there’s more 
talk of delaying the U.K.’s de-
parture. At the moment, many 
Brexit-backers are talking 
openly about running down the 
clock to March so they can get 
the hard Brexit they want. Ex-
tending the process - which is 
easier than many appreciate - 
takes that strategy off the table.

In the past, the assumption 
about a second referendum is 
that it would be a disaster for 
May. But structured right, it 
could get her out of a hole.

According to The Times, Ca-
binet Office officials are dis-
cussing plans to offer voters 
a choice between May’s deal 
and a no-deal Brexit, while 
also including on the ballot 
a choice for remaining in the 
EU. MDT/Agencies
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this day in history

It’s a busy time for Santa Claus, but he’s making time to feed 
some fish in San Francisco.

The California Academy of Sciences launched its holiday fes-
tivities last week by having a scuba diver dressed as St. Nick 
submerge into a coral reef exhibit while dozens of children wa-
tched from behind the glass.

The “Scuba Santa” show runs through Christmas Day. It takes 
place during the morning feed at the Philippine Coral Reef tank 
at the San Francisco museum.

Volunteer diver George Bell donned his Santa suit, from hat to 
coal black boots, and scuba gear for a recent feed and fielded 
visitors’ questions from inside the tank.

The Philippine Coral Reef tank has thousands of reef fish re-
presenting about 100 species.

People can watch Santa’s appearance online by webcam.

 Offbeat
scuba-diving santa brings holiday 
cheer to fish, museumgoers

The British Foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden, has told the 
House of Commons about mass executions of Jews by Ger-
mans in occupied Europe.

Mr Eden also read out a United Nations declaration condem-
ning “this bestial policy”.

He said news of German atrocities sent in by the Polish Go-
vernment and widely reported in the press this month would 
only serve to strengthen allied determination to fight Nazism 
and punish all those responsible.

After his announcement the House rose and held a one-mi-
nute silence in sympathy for the victims.

Mr Eden described how the German authorities, who have 
already stripped the Jews of their basic human rights, were 
now carrying out “Hitler’s oft repeated intention to exterminate 
the Jewish people in Europe”.

He described how hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children were being transported from all German-occu-
pied territory “in conditions of appalling horror and brutality” to 
Eastern Europe.

In Poland, Jewish ghettoes were being “systematically emp-
tied” except for the able-bodied who were being sent to labour 
camps.

“None of those taken away are ever heard of again,” he said.
Those who are sick or injured are left to die of exposure or 

starvation or killed in mass executions.
The House then heard him read out a declaration made by 

the governments of Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Luxem-
bourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, the United States, the 
UK, the USSR, Yugoslavia and the French National Committee.

It condemned “in the strongest possible terms this bestial 
policy of cold-blooded extermination” and made a “solemn re-
solution to ensure that those responsible for these crimes shall 
not escape retribution”.

He said the United Nations would try to give asylum to as 
many refugees as possible but that there were “immense geo-
graphical difficulties” as well as security procedures to over-
come.

James A De Rothschild, Labour MP for the Isle of Ely, made 
an emotional speech on behalf of British Jewry thanking Mr 
Eden and the United Nations for their declaration.

He said there were many first-generation Jews living in En-
gland who believed they had had a lucky escape from the con-
centration camps.

Four days ago, synagogues all over Britain held a day of 
mourning as a mark of concern for the massacre of the Jews 
in Nazi-occupied Europe.

The Chief Rabbi Dr J H Hertz called on all Jews to commemo-
rate “the numberless victims of the Satanic carnage”.

The Archbishop of Canterbury has also expressed his outra-
ge in a letter to The Times earlier this month condemning “a 
horror beyond what imagination can grasp”.

courtesy BBc news

1942 britain condemns
  massacre of jews

in context
From 1933 when Hitler came to power, German Jews were deprived of 
civil rights, persecuted, physically attacked, imprisoned, and murdered.
As Germany took over Europe many more thousands were shot in Russia 
and other Eastern European countries, by mobile killing squads or Ein-
satzgruppen.
In January 1942 leading SS leader Reinhard Heydrich announced to the 
Wannsee conference plans for the so-called “final solution to the Jewish 
problem”, a systematic massacre designed to create a “Jew-free” Reich.
Jews were transported to concentration camps, slave-labour camps and 
extermination camps. There they were herded into gas chambers and 
their bodies burned in crematoria.
By the end of the war in 1945, more than six million Jews had been mur-
dered in those countries occupied by the Nazis.
Three million of them were from Poland. Other minorities such as gypsies, 
political and religious opponents, the handicapped, and homosexuals 
were also killed.
Nazi war criminals were tried at Nuremberg and 12 men were sentenced 
to death in 1946.
Some of those involved in the Holocaust managed to escape - most nota-
bly Adolf Eichmann, once chief of the Gestapo’s “Jewish section”. He was 
abducted by Israeli agents in Argentina, tried and hanged in Israel in 1962.
The name “United Nations” was coined by US President Franklin D 
Roosevelt in the Declaration by United Nations on 1 January 1942 when 
representatives of 26 nations pledged to continue fighting together against 
the Axis Powers.
But the United Nations was not officially founded until 24 October 1945.

what’s ON ...

Vestiges of Lines, guiLherme ung Vai 
Meng．On the OccasiOn Of the celebratiOn 
Of the 19th anniversary Of Macau 
handOver tO china
time: 12pm-8pm (Tuesday to Sunday)
            3 pm-8pm (Monday)
untiL: February 23, 2019 
Venue: Albergue SCM 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550 

Macau giant Panda PaviliOn and PaviliOn Of 
rare animaLs
time: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily 
Venue: Seac Pai Van Park 
admission: MOP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0087

fleeting sPeeds
time: 2pm-7pm (closed on Sundays)
untiL: December 31, 2018 
Venue: Creative Macau - Center for Creative 
Industries 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282

Macau science centre
time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
admission: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 

“style-encOunter MOMent”
time: 10am – 8pm
untiL:  December 30, 2018
Venue: Macau Fashion Gallery
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 3341

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:55
16:55
19:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
21:50
22:00
22:25
23:15
23:50

00:35 
01:20
04:00

TDM News (Repetição)
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
Mistura Fina
Zig Zag
Quem Quer Ser Milionário
Montra do Lilau (Repetição)
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
Telejornal
TDM Talk Show
Livros com João Guedes
Todas as Palavras
Nome de Código: Sintra
TDM News
Resumo Liga dos Campeões 2018/2019
Macau Sítios: História Que Eu Ta Vai Contar - 
Almeida Ribeiro
Telejornal (Repetição)
RTPi Directo
Liga Europa: Sporting - Vorskla (Direc

cinema
cineteatro
13-19 dec

pokemon the movie: the power of us
room 1
2:15, 4:00, 7:45pm
director: tetsuo Yajima 
starring: emily bauer, sam black, kathryn Cahill
language: Japanese (Chinese)
duration: 97min

more than blue
room 1
5:45, 9:30 pm
director: gavin lin
starring: Jasper liu, ivy Chen
language: putonghua (Chinese & english) 
duration: 105min

spider-man: into the spider-verse
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director:  bob persichetti, peter ramsey 
starring: shameik moore, Jake Johnson, hailee steinfeld
language: Cantonese
duration: 117min

mortal engines
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 7:15 9:30pm
director: Christian rivers 
starring: hugo weaving, hera hilmar, robert sheehan
language: english
duration: 128min
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aCross: 1- Caesar’s wings; 5- 1986 Indy 500 winner Bobby; 10- The wolf ___ the 
door; 14- Describe; 15- Bucky Beaver’s toothpaste; 16- ___ chance!; 17- Struck, old-
style; 18- Flat-topped hills; 19- Puppeteer Tony; 20- Verdi work; 22- The aggregate of 
past events; 24- New Haven students; 27- “The King and I” setting; 28- Inflammation 
of bone; 32- Bandleader Skinnay ___; 35- Cartoon Chihuahua; 36- Little bits; 38- Grain 
stores; 40- Voting group; 42- Showed again; 44- Suffix with concession; 45- Lute of 
India; 47- Mother of Perseus; 49- Dined; 50- Farm birds; 52- Shrew; 54- Flabbergast; 
56- Electrically versatile; 57- English poet; 60- Greek fabulist; 64- Gen. Bradley; 65- 
“Mule Train” singer; 68- Dynamic introduction?; 69- Ripped; 70- Like a mosquito bite; 
71- Deep cut; 72- ___-Day vitamins; 73- Wild Asian dog; 74- Hydroxyl compound;
 
down: 1- Furthermore; 2- Lame movement; 3- French girlfriend; 4- Main course; 5- 
Edge; 6- Primate with a short tail or no tail; 7- Corned beef concoction; 8- “Delta 
of Venus” author Nin; 9- Timmy’s dog; 10- 
Inability to sleep; 11- Fly; 12- Give it ___; 
13- License plate; 21- Et ___; 23- Makes 
brown; 25- Like ___ not; 26- Located; 28- 
Spheres; 29- Baseball commissioner Bud; 
30- Govt. security; 31- Singer McLachlan; 
33- Troy story; 34- In a way, informally; 37- 
Capital of Yemen; 39- Caught in the act; 
41- Roman capital of Palestine; 43- DEA 
agent; 46- Queue after Q; 48- Mother of 
the Valkyries; 51- Greek geometrician; 53- 
Glacial period; 55- Opposite of o’er; 57- 
Let’s go!; 58- Fabled loser; 59- Puerto ___; 
61- Actor Penn; 62- Estimator’s phrase; 63- 
Sci-fi author Frederik; 64- Siouan speaker; 
66- Maple Leafs’ org.; 67- Observe, viewing 
organ;

THE BORn LOSER by Chip Sansom
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Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHOnE nUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
psp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081
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Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
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Paris
London
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YOUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your amazing personal energy 
is driving you to explore cultural 
issues and artifacts like art, music, 
ethics and the like. You should 
discover at least one awesome new 
detail that changes your life.

April 20-May 20
Take your time and look through 
every last option today — even the 
tiniest details can be quite important 
to you. There’s no need to make a snap 
decision, even if a friend or colleague is 
breathing down your neck.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your social energy is better than 
most people’s even on a bad day — 
and right now, you’re feeling pretty 
good! It’s a great time to reach out 
to people who might be perfect for 
something new you’re brewing.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You get some bad news today — 
but it’s important for you to think 
through your response before 
releasing it. Speaking from the 
heart is usually a good idea, but for 
now, you need an editor.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Someone new comes your way 
today and may shake up the way 
you see the world — in a good way! 
Your amazing energy is just right 
for accepting major changes, and 
the future looks brighter now.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You are filled with inspiration 
today — so much that you may 
find your life moving boldly in an 
exciting new direction! Run with 
it, because this is something like 
destiny at work.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re at your best with people 
today — preferably one-on-one. 
That doesn’t just mean your love life 
is on the upswing, though — you can 
impress almost anyone you meet 
without trying too hard.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Be wary of any nagging problems 
that seem to be persistent — 
today is all about health, and you 
need to make sure that you’re 
taking yours seriously. Make a 
positive change!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Kids are important to you today— 
so make sure that you’re either 
spending time with yours or 
otherwise finding opportunities to 
unleash your inner six-year-old. 
Life doesn’t have to be dull!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to show that someone 
close is acting recklessly — but can 
you do so without making them feel 
defensive? That’s a tough gig, but if 
anyone can do it, it’s you. Make the 
tough call!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Something is fake — can you tell 
what it is? You may find that your 
energy is best spent on poring over 
everything of meaning to you to 
see what it is. It’s boring, but it gets 
results!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A major discovery comes your way 
— and it’s one that you need to pay 
attention to! Your energy is just right 
for exploration, experimentation 
and approaching the world from a 
slight distance.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BOxING

Alvarez stops Fielding in 
round 3 for third division title

FOOTBALL

Egypt, South Africa bid to be 
replacement African Cup host
EgYPt and South Afri-

ca are the countries 
bidding to replace Came-
roon as host of next year’s 
African Cup of Nations 
and the winner will have 
just five months to put 
preparations in place for 
the continent’s top soccer 
tournament.

CAF announced the bids 
yesterday [Macau time] 
— the deadline to submit 
was end of Friday — and 
said that its executive 
committee will decide the 
new host at a meeting in 
Dakar, Senegal on Jan. 9.

That date, which was 
pushed back from Dec. 
31, gives the host precious 
little time to get ready for 

a tournament which is 
scheduled to kick off June 
15 and is the first to be 
increased from 16 to 24 
teams.

Cameroon was stripped 
of hosting rights last mon-
th because of delays with 
its preparations and a vio-
lent separatist movement 
close to two tournament 
host cities in the western 
part of the country.

Although Egypt and 
South Africa have the best 
soccer infrastructure in 
Africa, organizing at such 
short-notice still promises 
to be a challenge.

The African soccer body 
also needs to decide if 
South Africa, should its 

bid win, would automa-
tically qualify as the new 
host. The South African 
team still hasn’t qualified 
and plays its last qualifier 
in March. Egypt has qua-
lified.

CAF also hasn’t said if 
Cameroon, the defending 
African champion, will 
retain its place at the tour-
nament as the original 
host.

The Cup of Nations is 
played every two years, 
not every four like other 
major tournaments.

The bids by Egypt and 
South Africa came after 
Morocco, long considered 
the front-runner to repla-
ce Cameroon, surprisingly 

said last week it wouldn’t 
put itself forward. Moroc-
co had been widely touted 
as a replacement after it 
was a candidate to host 
the 2026 World Cup. It 
lost out for the World Cup 
to a joint United States-
Mexico-Canada bid.

Egypt said as recently 
as last month that it wou-
ld not enter the race and 
compete with the expec-
ted bid from fellow North 
African nation Morocco. 
Morocco’s decision not to 
bid appears to have led to 
Egypt’s change of heart.

Egypt is a powerhouse 
of African soccer, with its 
national team a record se-
ven-time Cup of Nations 

winner. An African Cup in 
Egypt would also provide 
an intriguing story-line 
for Mohamed Salah, the 
Egypt forward who is cur-
rently the continent’s best 
player and a hero in his 
home country.

But Egypt’s recent poli-
tical turmoil might work 
against the country’s bid. 
Egypt has seen violence 
and upheaval ever since 
the 2011 uprising against 
former president Hosni 

Mubarak. The political 
crisis also regularly spil-
led over onto the soccer 
field and the lowest point 
came when more than 70 
people were killed in a riot 
at a game in the northern 
city of Port Said in 2012. It 
was one of world soccer’s 
worst stadium riots.

South Africa hosted the 
continent’s first World 
Cup in 2010 and has wor-
ld-class stadiums left over 
from that tournament. AP

Barry Wilner, new York

CAnelo Alvarez threw a 
Garden party yesterday 

[Macau time]. A short and 
powerful fiesta.

Alvarez landed dozens of body 
punches, knocking down Ro-
cky Fielding four times and 
stopping him in the third round 
to earn his third weight class tit-
le, taking the WBA super mid-
dleweight belt.

Coming off his close decision 
against Gennady Golovkin three 
months ago to take the WBA 
and WBC middleweight titles, 
Alvarez could hear chants of 
“Canelo! Canelo!” long before 
he entered the Madison Square 
Garden ring for the first time. 
Throughout a lengthy under-
card, it was clear who the sellout 
crowd of 20,112 came to see and 
cheer.

He delivered with power and 
precision, landing 73 punches, 
35 to the body.

“That was the plan in the gym, 
to hit the body and then move 
up, and that’s the result,” Alva-
rez said through an interpreter. 
“You see the result here.”

Only eight other Mexican fi-
ghters have held three division 
titles. And Alvarez, 28, says he 
is headed back to the 160-pou-
nd class he rules, with possi-
bly a third go with Golovkin in 
2019. The next fight, opponent 
unknown, is set for Las Vegas in 
early May.

“Canelo will fight whoever is 
the best, no doubt about it,” said 
his promoter, Oscar De La Hoya.

If this was a one-off at 168 
pounds, it was quite a show in 
his debut at Madison Square 
Garden.

“My goal is to make good figh-
ts for the people, for the public, 
and to make sure the name of 
Canelo Álvarez and of Mexico is 
held up high,” Alvarez said.

Fielding, 31, won the WBA 
crown in July when he knocked 
out Tyron Zeuge in Germany 
in the fifth round. But the En-
glishman had never faced anyo-
ne close to Canelo’s class, and it 
showed.

“I never shied away from the 
challenge,” Fielding said. “I li-
ved the dream, I’ll come back.

“He is strong and all that. It 

was the body shots, the wind he 
took away. He placed the shots 
well and he caught me. I stood 
too long to try to mix it with him 
when I shouldn’t have.

“The better man won tonight.”
The fight ended with 22 se-

conds remaining in the third 
after two knockdowns in the 
round.

Fielding came to fight, but was 
outmanned from the outset. He 
couldn’t block the bevy of body 
punches launched by Alvarez, 
who floored Fielding with a left 
in the first round.

Alvarez did it again with a ri-
ght to the head and a left to the 
body late in the second round, 
and that brought down Fiel-

ding’s hands enough to expose 
the head.

So Alvarez used a huge right 
lead to knock down Fielding in 
the third round, and soon after 
finished it with a series of blows.

It really was no contest.
“What I always want to do is 

to make the best fight whether 
they’re for world titles or not,” 
Alvarez said, then turned his at-
tention to the Garden scene.

“I’m happy and I’m grateful to 
be here. I hope this is the first of 
many.”

The fight card was streamed on 
DAZN, a service that paid Alva-
rez USD365 million for 11 fights. 
This was quite a selling point for 
the red-headed Mexican.

On the undercard, Tevin Far-
mer started fast, then coasted 
to a unanimous decision over 
Francisco Fonseca to hold onto 
his IBF super featherweight 
belt.

Farmer lost to Kenichi Ogawa 
for the IBF title last year, but 
Ogawa then failed a drug test 
and the bout was declared a no 
contest. He outpointed Billy 
Dib in August for the belt, then 
defended by stopping James 
Tennyson in October.

He won 117-111 on all three ju-
dges’ cards.

“Nowadays, I really have a lot 
of anger built up, good anger 
though,” he said, “and I just 
want to hurt everybody when 
I’m in the ring. I don’t have no 
sympathy.”

Farmer is 28-4-1, while Fon-
seca is 22-2-1. Costa Rican 
Fonseca’s other loss came in his 
only previous title fight, to Ger-
vonta Davis for the same crown 
in 2017.

Katie Taylor of Ireland won 
a lopsided 10-round decision 
over Finland’s Eva Wahlstrom 
to keep her IBF and WBA ligh-
tweight championships. She is 
now 12-0, while Wahlstrom lost 
for the first time in 24 fights.

Super featherweight Lamont 
Roach Jr. easily outpointed 
Alberto Mercado, running his 
record to 18-0-1. Roach con-
trolled the fight from the out-
set and took it easy late, which 
nearly cost him when Mercado 
(15-2-1) nailed him with seve-
ral hard shots in the final rou-
nd.

Rising lightweight Ryan Gar-
cia had no trouble running his 
record to 17-0 with 15 knockou-
ts by stopping Braulio Rodri-
guez in the fifth round. Rodri-
guez’s repertoire included more 
clowning and low blows than 
fighting, and Garcia ended it 
with a sharp right, followed by 
a series of head shots. AP

England’s Rocky Fielding takes a knee after being knocked down by Mexico’s Canelo Alvarez (left)

Mohamed Salah, the Egypt forward who is currently the continent’s 
best player
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Giuliani: ‘Over my dead bOdy’ will 
mueller interview trump

President Donald Trump’s attorney is 
categorically ruling out the possibility 
of a presidential interview with special 
counsel Robert Mueller.

Rudy Giuliani told “Fox News Sun-
day” that an interview would happen 
“over my dead body.”

The special counsel, who is investiga-
ting possible ties between the Trump 
campaign and Russia, has continued to 
ask for an interview with the president.

Last month, the White House sent 

written answers in response to the spe-
cial counsel’s questions about possible 
collusion. The White House has resis-
ted answering any questions on possi-
ble obstruction of justice.

Giuliani also disparaged the claims of 
Trump’s former fixer, Michael Cohen, 
who said that, as a candidate, Trump 
directed hush-money payments to wo-
men alleging sexual trysts with him to 
avoid hurting the campaign. Giuliani 
called Cohen “a pathological liar.”

70-100
Moderate

55-75
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Competitive tax advantages 
of the maCau sar

The Macau tax system has a lot of competitive 
advantages vis-à-vis other territories that peo-
ple, especially international economic groups, do 
not yet seem to be fully aware of.

Regarding the taxation of companies, the hi-
ghest tax rate of the corporate income tax (CIT, 
the “Imposto Complementar de Rendimentos”) is 
12 percent. According to the CIT Regulations, the 
CIT rate is a progressive tax rate and is applicable 
to taxable income of more than MOP300,000.00 
every year. In the Annual Budget, the Govern-
ment has been approving a tax-exemption for 
taxable income of up to MOP600,000.00. 

The highest tax rate (also a progressive tax 
rate) of the Personal Income Tax (PIT, the “Impos-
to Profissional”), applicable to individuals, is also 
12 percent. According to the PIT Regulations, 
the 12 percent rate applies to taxable income of 
more than MOP280,000.00, but the Government 
usually approves in the Annual Budget higher 
tax-exemptions (for 2018, the exemption is for 
taxable income of up to MOP144,000.00) and ta-
x-deductions than the ones provided by the PIT 
Regulations.

The companies residing in Macau are taxed 
on their worldwide income. This means that any 
income obtained from abroad will be treated as 
taxable income in Macau and will potentially be 
subject to CIT at the referred rates. Macau is not 
a tax haven, contrary to what many people think, 
but the tax rates are very competitive, from an 
international point of view.

Double taxation relief for income received 
from foreign sources is not available, except if 
a tax treaty for the avoidance of double taxation 
applies. Currently, Macau has tax treaties with 
China (Mainland), Portugal, Belgium, Mozambi-
que, Cape Verde and Vietnam. This means that, 
provided some requirements of the treaties are 
met, the taxes paid in the referred countries with 
respect to income received by a Macau company 
may be credited against the CIT payable in Ma-
cau.

The CIT and PIT Regulations do not provide for 
withholding taxation on income paid to residents 
and/or non-residents from any source, with the 
exception of the withholding on salaries paid to 
employees by their respective employers. For 
instance, the payment of dividends by a resident 
company to a resident or non-resident sharehol-
der, or the payment of interest by a resident com-
pany to a resident or non-resident creditor, is not 
subject to any withholding taxation in Macau.

Also, capital gains obtained by a resident com-
pany from the sale of assets, whether in Macau 
or elsewhere, is treated for tax purposes as nor-
mal revenue profits and will be subject to CIT. 
Again, double taxation relief may be available if 
a tax treaty applies. If the capital gain is obtained 
by a resident individual, such gain is out of the 
scope of any tax in Macau (provided that it is not 
derived from a commercial or industrial activity 
of said individual), and it will not be subject to 
any taxation.

As mentioned, the Macau tax law does not pro-
vide for any double taxation relief. It also does not 
provide for any participation exemption regime, 
for any holding companies regime, for any CFC 
(controlled foreign corporation), transfer pricing 
or thin capitalisation rules. It is not a very modern 
tax system, but it is a simple, straightforward one.

Adding to the above, the fact that Macau has no 
foreign exchange control rules – meaning that the 
proceeds may be sent abroad with no major diffi-
culties – makes the Macau SAR a very interesting 
territory to invest in.

Tax Matters
Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa 

israel The military 
says it has exposed 
a fourth Hezbollah 
attack tunnel dug 
from Lebanon. It said 
yesterday that it has 
placed explosives in 
the tunnel as part of an 
open-ended operation 
to identify and destroy 
the cross-border 
passageways.

switzerland Zurich 
police say a tour bus on 
its way to Germany has 
crashed in Switzerland, 
killing one person and 
injuring 44 others.

franCe Yellow vest 
protesters occupied 
dozens of traffic 
roundabouts across 
France yesterday even 
as their movement 
for economic justice 
appeared to be losing 
momentum on the fifth 
straight weekend of 
protests.

britain Supporters of 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May dampened 
suggestions yesterday 
that the government 
is planning a second 
referendum on whether 
to leave the European 
Union, arguing that 
another Brexit vote 
would exacerbate 
divisions in the U.K., not 
heal them. More on p15

us Cockfighting is an 
important Guam tradition 
that must remain legal, 
the U.S. territory’s 
governor-elect said in 
vowing to work to repeal 
a likely ban imposed by 
the U.S. government.

niCaragua Police have 
occupied the building 
of an independent 
media outlet which has 
documented abuses by 
government security 
forces and paramilitaries 
since April.

brazil’s outgoing 
President Michel Temer 
has signed a decree 
ordering the extradition 
of an Italian communist 
militant convicted of 
murder in his home 
country.

NoRth Koreans are 
marking the seventh 

anniversary of the death of 
leader Kim Jong Il with visits 
to statues and vows of loyalty 
to his son, Kim Jong Un.

As snow fell yesterday, a 
steady flow of North Koreans 
offering flowers and paying 
respects to the late leader 
could be seen at Mansu Hill 
in central Pyongyang, the lo-
cation of huge bronze statues 
of the “Dear Leader” and na-
tional founder Kim Il Sung.

The anniversary observa-
tions were expected to con-
tinue into today across the 
country.

Though focused on remem-
brances of his father, the 
anniversary also marks Kim’s 
own rise to power.

The death of Kim Jong Il on 
Dec. 17, 2011, thrust his son 
into power when he was still 
in his late 20s and a virtual 
unknown figure outside of the 
North. But, despite many pre-
dictions from outside experts 
that he wouldn’t be up to the 
task, Kim Jong Un has ma-
naged to consolidate power, 
bolster the country’s eco-
nomy in the face of intense 
international sanctions and 
attain a goal his father and 
grandfather could only dream 
of — he is the first North Ko-
rean leader to possess an ar-
senal of nuclear weapons and 
long-range missiles capable 

of reaching the United States.
As the nation remembered 

his father, there was no men-
tion in the state media of the 
issues that have gotten the 
most attention elsewhere, 
including a flurry of specula-
tion in South Korea that Kim 
might visit Seoul by the end of 
the year, or how he intends to 
deal with growing frustration 
in Washington over the slow 
pace of denuclearization talks 
between the two countries.

The North’s official Korean 
Central News Agency instead 
ran stories about memorials 
to Kim Jong Il in Libya, Rus-
sia and Serbia.

Even so, the anniversary 
was being watched closely for 
any signs of change or hints of 
what the country’s leadership 

may be planning in the mon-
ths ahead.

With Kim’s power base see-
mingly more solid than ever, 
and his recent effort to es-
tablish himself on the world 
stage through summits with 
President Donald Trump and 
others, North Korea watchers 
have been on the lookout for 
signs that his own personality 
cult is being bolstered.

Virtually all homes and pu-
blic offices in North Korea 
feature portraits of the elder 
Kims, who are also memo-
rialized in countless statues, 
mosaics and cenotaphs arou-
nd the country. North Korean 
adults wear pins over their 
hearts bearing the likenesses 
of Kim Il Sung of Kim Jong Il, 
or both. AP

North Korea marks 
7th anniversary of 
Kim Jong Il’s death
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Soputan erupts twice. Mount Soputan seen from Tombatu village in the northern tip of Sulawesi, Indonesia. 
The volcano erupted twice yesterday morning.

AP Photo/Grace Wakary  dEciSiVE MOMENT
the

Late north Korean leader Kim Jong Il (2011)


