BLAZE
DESTROYS
SUPERMARKET

Efforts to promote the local
film industry are bearing fruits,

A Dalian court yesterday
- sentenced China’s former deputy
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WORLD BRIEFS

HONG KONG’s exports
contracted unexpectedly
in November, highlighting
the risks for the trade-
dependent city whose
top two partners are
embroiled in a trade war.
Exports fell 0.8 percent
compared to last year,
versus almost 15 percent
growth in October.

AP PHOTO

THAILAND Investigators
have found Thailand’s
deputy prime minister
innocent of failing to
declare assets a year
after he was discovered
to have several luxury
watches that would have
been out of reach of his
government salary.
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TAIWAN

INDIA Authorities have

ordered firefighters in the ousands rote St
capital to sprinkle water

from high-rise buildings

to settle dust and stop )

mzee  faxes with nod to
banned construction

activity as hazardous air
quality affects millions of

people. FrenCh rallies a P11

More on backpage
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SOUND & IMAGE CHALLENGE DIRECTOR

& LUCIA LEMOS

CREATIVE MACAU COORDINATOR

Film enthusiasts recording

growth, says festival director

EDUCATION

HE recently concluded

Sound & Image Challen-
ge recorded a continuous
increase in the number of
films it presented to the pu-
blic this year.

Held at Dom Pedro V Thea-
tre, the program included 84
shorts, 10 video-clips, talks,
three master classes, and
concerts at the opening and
awarding ceremonies.

Celebrating its ninth edi-
tion earlier this month, the
short film festival featured
some of the latest local and
international short films and
music videos.

The festival featured two
kinds of competition “Shor-
ts” and “Volume”, which
target films directors, pro-
ducers, professionals and
aspirants not only in the film
industry but also in the mu-
sic fields.

According to the festival
director, Lucia Lemos, the
number of local film enthu-
siasts is growing, acknowle-
dging the region’s efforts in
promoting the film industry.

Macau Daily Times
(MDT) — This year was the
ninth edition of festival, how
has it grown in terms of the
quality and number of films
the festival feature?

Lacia Lemos (LL) - It
was much greater in ter-
ms of the number of films,
which doubled. Some films
were discussed with the pro-
fessionals behind the mo-
vies so it [the festival] gave
different perspectives and
techniques. [...] a huge num-

ber of film directors came,
it was great and it made a
difference. The presence of
those filmmakers was hi-
ghlighted, including those
people who are related with
the film such as the produ-
cers. We believe that the
quality is hard to compare.
The topics are more or less
the same every year but the
way to approach the visual
narrative is different. I be-
lieve the festival created a
chance for filmmakers and
movie enthusiasts to inte-
ract and know more about
the process of the film.

MDT - Can you also see
a growth in the number
of residents that are into
these kinds of festival?

LL — Yes, the numbers
have increased. We received
good feedback from the mas-
ter classes that we held. The
participants were more ac-
tive because I saw that they
now raised more questions
to the filmmakers. We also
had post-screen sessions so
there was really an opportu-
nity for the public to express
their thoughts towards the
film.

MDT — Were there di-
fferences in the way lo-
cal filmmakers directed
their films compared to
those from outside Ma-
cau?

LL - I feel that they are
more independent now,
maybe because many have
studied abroad and they
showed a kind of western

IFT’s Bachelor Degree Programs
open for online applications

E Institute for Tou-

rism Studies (IFT) an-
nounced it will start recei-
ving online applications for
Daytime Bachelor Degree

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

+ 4 Million page views
PER MONTH

Thank You!

+12,000 like us on facebook.com/mdtimes lﬁ

Programs from January 3
to 18. Six English-taught
degree programs are open
for applications, namely
Culinary Arts Manage-

ment, Heritage Manage-
ment, Hotel Management,
Tourism Business Mana-
gement, Tourism Event
Management, as well as

Tourism Retail and Marke-
ting Management.

The programs use En-
glish as the instruction
medium and practicums
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and internships are inte-
grated in the first and third
years, allowing students to
gain hands-on experience
in related fields. Accor-
ding to a statement issued
by IFT, “the employment
of IFT graduates, who are
welcomed by employers
in tourism and hospitality
sectors, is quite satisfac-
tory.”

The institute’s teaching
team now comprises mem-
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style in the way they direc-
ted the film; so that really
made a difference. There is
a difference between those
who went abroad to study
[and those who stayed in
Macau]. In the future, we
hope that we would have
more of these [filmmakers].
We also created some cash
awards with [the hope] to
encourage people to submit
good works.

MDT - Can Macau
achieve its goal of ha-
ving a place in the cine-
ma industry?

LL — Yes, we can see that
that is the intention of the
International Film Festival
Macao: it’s to bring Macau
into this scene, and allow
the public to have an increa-
se in their knowledge of this
industry. I do believe that
Macau will be a place for
making and editing films.
There are a lot of things to
do regarding this area. As
we know, local filmmakers
have to go to Hong Kong or
Taiwan for post production
works [but] I think there
[will be] many companies
who will be interested in es-
tablishing such firms in Ma-
cau.

MDT — What can the
public expect with Crea-
tive Macau’s activities
next year?

LL - We are still in the very
beginning. [...] For now, I
don’t want to tell anything
because it’s still too early
but what well do for sure
is that we will be more re-
lated to cinema because we
always have to improve, and
make things better, and en-
courage local filmmakers to
[produce works] this year. I
think it makes sense that we
get more attachment from
the locals and see if they are
willing to collaborate and
not only bring people from
abroad because that costs a
lot of money. LV

bers from 18 countries and
regions, while its students
are from 25 countries and
regions. With over 106
partner institutions and
organizations in 32 coun-
tries and regions, IFT has
established  connections
with 588 international
tourism and hospitality
companies both locally
and globally, providing
students with many inter-
nship opportunities.
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Gov't announces IAS collects opinions for

benefit regime for

next year

E amount of social
security benefits and
allowances provided by
the Macau SAR for the
coming year has been
announced via Executi-
ve Order No. 307/2018
published in the Official
Gazette. The amounts
will take effect from Ja-
nuary 1, 2019, according
to a government state-
ment.

According to the Exe-
cutive Order, the old-a-
ge pension allowance
will be set at MOP3,630
per month, the same
amount as the disability
pension.

The  unemployment
allowance will be set at
MOPi145 per day. The
hospitalization sickness
allowance will also be
MOP145 per day, but the
non-hospitalization  si-
ckness allowance will be
MOP110 per day.

The Social Security
Fund website notes that
the payments of old-age
pension, disability pen-

sion,  unemployment
allowance and sickness
allowance cannot coin-
cide with one another.
If a beneficiary qualifies
for more than one of the
above-mentioned bene-
fits, the individual can
select whichever is the
most favorable.

The government has
also announced increa-
ses to several other bene-
fits. The birth allowance,
for which the application
must be submitted within
60 days of the birth date
or adoption date, will in-
crease from MOP5,000
to MOP5,260 per appli-
cation.

Meanwhile, the mar-
riage allowance will in-
crease from MOP1,957
last year to MOP2,060
per application and the
funeral allowance will
be set at MOP2,670 per
application. The “relief
payment” will be set at
MOP2,385 per month,
according to the Executi-
ve Order.

domestic violence law review

HE Social Welfare Bureau

(TIAS) is collecting opinions

on the three-year review of

the city’s implementation of
the domestic violence law.

Yesterday, IAS held a cross-depart-
ment meeting regarding the domes-
tic violence law. During the meeting,
IAS reported the statistics on the ci-
ty’s domestic violence cases concer-
ning the first half of 2018. A sharing
session of domestic violence cases
was also carried out at the meeting.
Furthermore, IAS reported its plan
for the year of 2019.

The bureau introduced the draft of
the three-year review of the law’s im-
plementation. The draft is now out at
different IAS departments in order
to collect opinions.

IAS Director Vong Yim Mui said
that, since the law came into effect,
for over two years it has depended
on all concerned government depart-
ments’ mutual support and assistan-
ce.

Vong hopes that the bureau can
continuously improve the law’s effi-
ciency.

Physical abuse was a prominent
factor in domestic violence cases re-
gistered this year, according to sta-
tistics released by IAS.

The Social Welfare Bureau headquarters

In the first half of 2018, 32 cases
of domestic violence were reported
across Macau: 19 involving spouses,
ten involving children and three in-
volving other family members.

As described in the IAS report on
the central registry system for do-
mestic violence cases, 22 of the cases
involved physical abuse.

There were five cases of psychologi-
cal abuse, two cases of sexual assault
and three cases of multiple kinds of
violence.

The region’s domestic violence law
came into effect on October 5, 2016.

In 2017, there were 96 confirmed
cases out of 2,278 reports on do-
mestic violence. Seventy-three cases

involved spouses, 20 involved chil-
dren, one involved seniors and two
cases involved other family mem-
bers.

Recently, IAS held a training course
on handling domestic violence, whi-
ch drew approximately 400 atten-
dees from government departments
and social service organizations.

IAS expressed its hope that such
courses could help different types of
professionals in social services — in-
cluding but not limited to educators,
social workers and psychological
counselors — improving their basic
knowledge and skills in recognizing,
assessing and intervening in domes-
tic violence cases.
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Macau’s GNI
up by 10.3pct

in 2017

ACAU’S  Gross

National Inco-
me (GNI) rose by 10.3
percent  year-on-year
in real terms in 2017,
while per-capita GNI
went up by 9.7 percent
year-on-year in real ter-
ms, the Statistics and
Census Service (DSEC)
revealed yesterday.

At current prices,
GNI amounted to
MOP372.96 billion
in 2017, which was
MOP32.83 billion less
than Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) at cur-
rent prices in 2017,
representing a net ex-
ternal factor income
outflow of the same
amount that was equi-
valent to 8.1 percent of
GDP in 2017, slightly
lower than the value
(8.2 percent) registered
in 2016.

In 2017, per-capita
GNI was MOP574,668,
ascompared to per-capi-
ta GDP at MOP625,254,
the report added.

GNI refers to the total

AD

income earned by re-
sidents of an economy
from engaging in va-
rious economic activi-
ties within or outside
the economy, corres-
ponding to GDP plus
income earned by re-
sident investors from
abroad, minus income
earned by non-resident
investors from invest-
ment in Macau.

Total outflow of exter-
nal factor income re-
flects income earned by
non-resident enterpri-
ses and investors from
investment in Macau.
In 2017, total outflow
of external factor in-
come went up by 21.8
percent year-on-year to
MOP75.01 billion.

Total inflow of exter-
nal factor income re-
flects income earned by
resident enterprises and
investors from abroad.
In 2017, total inflow of
external factor income
increased by 32.6 per-
cent year-on-year to
MOP42.18 billion.
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tourism police efficiency

AWMAKER Lei Chan U has
asked the government about the
results of the city’s tourism policies.
In March 2017, the Public Security
Police Force (PSP) established a tou-
rism police force. Currently, there are
60 tourism police officers, while in
the beginning there were 30 officers.
“In recent years, the number of Ma-
cau’s tourist arrivals has been conti-
nuously growing. [...] In the first ten
months of this year, tourist arrivals

increased 8.4 percent year on year.
[....] However, there are only around
60 tourism police officers [...], whe-
ther this scale [of tourism police offi-
cers] can cope with the continuously
growing number of tourists makes
people doubt,” said Lei.

“The tourism police has been esta-
blished for nearly two years. Has the
government authority reviewed the
effect of the tourism police officers’
work? Can the current number of

Exhibition Venues:

tourism police officers cope with the
continuous growth of tourist arrival
numbers? Will the government au-
thority continue to expand the scale?
What improvement plan or measures
does the government have regarding
the functions of tourism police offi-
cers? [...] Will the government adjust
the stationing of police officers, for
instance, to the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macau Bridge?” Lei wrote in his in-
quiry to the government.
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To oplimise schools' enrolment mechanism, allowing schools (o know the
demand for school places as early as possible; to simplify the registration
process for parents emroling their children in infant education for the first time,

enabling parents to choase the school for their children as early as possible,

Timeline (Year 2019)

Enrolment information

Starting from 1* January onwards, parents can consult the enrolment information
on the DSEJ website or school website.

= I.._._-._ I“hmwwnhﬂﬂml:1__ -'

. n 4™ and

Schools release the interview
date and time

Between 20" and 23" February

Ré‘glstratldn'jgglCh IdrenJEnter

El'l!l'm“w "' Macao residents aged 3 by 31*° December, 2019, who will enrol in
infant education in Macao for the first time.

ng)

( Gentle Reminder: -\'

® To enrol m Macao schools, non-Macao Residents must possess a stay or
residence parml for over 90 days issued by the autharisad entity of the
Macao SAR. Parents must process fhe registabion at any of the DSEY
counters. “Registration sip” can be printed out from the DSE. websie/
DSEJ counters

® Schools set no limit to the number of registrants and Intariews. Thare |s
also no priotty for eary registraton in the central registration system
Therefore, parents do not need fo rush to be the first to register

& The DSEJ will provide “Senvice of consultation and arangement of schoal

\ places” o parents who are in need -
“School admission Iim Between 1% and 31° March I Inquiry number: 8397 2309
:I::iﬂtlng out the “Registration Macao residents print out “Registration slip” at the self-service kiosks between Dsié?jr::ltiz::!:. Imﬁ;:;n;i:“n

1* and 'HI“' Apﬂl

'Rtm,ig of the lﬁm’lﬁlnn
list and submission of the
“Registration slip"

“Tor thelr children to atteh REGRRITALIG
‘Between 6™ and 1wummﬁmmmm

Starting from 11™ April onwards, schools release the admission list of waitlisted
students.

Parents of waitlisted students submit the “Registration slip” to the preferred
school or conduct process for transferring their children to another school,
Between 11" and 30" April

Release of the admission list
of waltlisted students and
submission of the “Registration
slip"”

During the activity period, if you do not use disposable tableware, for ten times,

you can receive an eco-friendly tableware item. ;
Event's detials

When ordering take-away from participant food and beverage establishments do not request disposable
tableware or bring your own.
When ordering a drink from participant beverage stores take your own container or refuse plastic straws.

When ordering take-away through the food and beverage’s ordering apps check the option of not wanting
disposable tableware.

Far mora information en the rules and the privacy policy of this activity please visit DSPA
website www dspa.govme
D5PA reserves the right to final interpretation of the rules of this sctivity

Q) 2876 2626

@ www.dspa.gov.mo
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Groups hold
fundraising events
for Indonesia’s
tsunami victims

A woman and her child wak past debris at a tsunami-ravaged area in Carita

NDONESIAN  mi-

grant groups and Ca-

ritas Macau have been

holding a series of
fundraising events to rai-
se funds for the survivors
of the recent tsunami that
struck parts of western In-
donesia last week.

At least 430 people were
killed on Saturday when the
tsunami, which was sparked
by landslides from an erup-
ting volcano, hit Sunda
Strait. Some 1,500 people
were injured and about
22,000 residents had to re-
locate from their homes in
villages.

This led non-government
organization Caritas Macau
to set up an appeal to the
public on December 24 to
raise funds for these victims.

The organization allocated
MOP200,000 for relief ef-
forts, and is also allocating
additional funds through its
charity sales.

Speaking to the Times,
secretary-general of Caritas
Macau Paul Pun said that
the fundraising activities
would be ongoing for three
months.

“We are holding a three-
month fundraising process.
Tomorrow, we will hold a
fundraising activity in Brito
School. If possible, in this
three months, we will plan
a visit to the [affected] areas
but not soon,” said Pun.

“Hopefully we'll be able to
show that local people care
for the survivors. It's still
the Christmas season [so] I
hope we do not forget those
in areas who are suffering
from natural disasters,” he
added.

Although Pun admitted
that the organization is
not expecting a significant
amount of funds that will
be raised, the official hoped
that residents would be awa-
re of the organization’s effor-

ts in raising resources for the
victims of the tsunami.

Pun said that there have
also been calls on its hotline
from people willing to give
their assistance to fundrai-
sing efforts.

Meanwhile, the Indo-
nesian Migrant Workers
Union is holding a fundrai-
sing event on Sunday at
Three Lamps Square, ho-
ping to raise awareness for
the victims.

According to Yosa Wa-
riyanti, chairperson of the
association, the association
also held small gatherings at
the square to raise funds for
the victims of the previous
natural disasters that occur-
red in Indonesia.

“It is a bit of assistance
to help relieve the burden
of the victims. It would be
used to purchase their basic
needs including food, medi-
cine and other necessities,”
said Wariyanti. LV

Supermarket fire
outbreak forces
evacuation of 30 people

q severe fire broke out at a Vang Kei

upermarket located on the Av. do
Ouvidor Arriaga, at a junction with R.
do Padre Antonio Roliz, at 2 a.m. yes-
terday.

The windows of the supermarket mel-
ted completely during the fire, with only
their frames remaining afterwards.

The Fire Services Bureau (CB) used
two jets to extinguish the fire. During
the fire fighters’ operation, hazardous
items were removed from the scene.
The fire spread across an area of 10m
by 20m around the vicinity of the su-
permarket.

According to the CB, the fire spread
quickly due to the fact that the super-
market had an abundance of flamma-
ble goods.

In total, the CB deployed eight am-

bulances and 33 fire fighters to rescue
operations, which were carried out
smoothly.

One person felt discomfort after
inhaling smoke, and was sent to Conde
S. Januario Hospital for further medical
assistance. Approximately 30 residents
near the location left their buildings on
their own initiative.

According to the CB, the fire might
have been caused by a mechanical fai-
lure in one of the supermarket’s fridges.

The owner of the supermarket and
Chairman of the Board of Vang Kei
Hong, surnamed Yip, felt fortunate that
nobody was injured during the acci-
dent.

Yip said that, at the current stage, he
could not assess the losses resulting
from the fire.

Bus network to extend operation
hours during New Year

N order to cope with all sorts of cele-

brations during the upcoming New
Year, the Transport Bureau (DSAT) is
going to implement a New Year trans-
portation schedule.

Starting from tomorrow, several roads
will implement traffic control, and on
December 31, 39 buses will have their
last headways set at 1 a.m.

Between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. on both De-
cember 28 and 29, between 2 p.m. and
11 p.m. on December 30, and, finally, be-
tween 2 p.m. on December 31 and 0:30
a.m. on January 1 of 2019, transporta-
tion at some locations in the vicinity of
the Rotunda de Carlos da Maia will be
suspended.

Between 9 a.m. on December 28 and 12

p-m. on January 1, parking spaces along
a section of the R. da Restauracao will be
closed.

A parking ban will also be implemented
at the Nam Van lake plaza, R. Oeste de
Entre Lagos, and other areas in the vici-
nity of the Nam Van.

Restricted traffic will be enforced in the
vicinity of the Nam Van lake, the Legis-
lative Assembly, Barra, and the Largo do
Carmo as well.

The last headways of many bus routes
(including 1, 3 and 10) will depart from
their terminals at 1 a.m. on January 1.

The majority of buses passing by the
Court of First Instance, the Macau Tower
and the vicinity of this area will stop at
their corresponding temporary stations.

AD

' MAKE-UP

[FORYJALIYOCCASIONS

* BRIDAL / WEDDINGS ¢ PHOTO SHOQTS e PARTY e
e GRADUATION = SPECIAL EVENTS e

YOURVAPPOINTMENTRTODAY/!

TEL / WHATSAPP: (853] 6685 3323 | WECHAT: MisSJ_23

WAWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JULIANAC MAKEUPARTIST

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Portable Chemical Toilet Hiring

Regular Units, Flush Units

Units with Sanitizers, Sinks

Deluxe Units

Daily, Weekly or Monthly

Deliver, Pick-Up & Pump Out of Portable
Toilets

FREE DELIVERY

Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Micro-apartments in Hong Kong, anyone?

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JML
Property. JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property &
Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and investors,
and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

There was a recent article in the
South China Morning Post titled
“Hong Kong’s infatuation with
multimillion-dollar shoebox
homes is over as quickly as it
began”. The article read “of the
1,549 micro-apartments built
by 10 developers in Hong Kong
since 2016, one in three remai-
ned unsold...” and continued to
say that according to industry
analysts and developers, the mi-
cro-apartments will likely fall in
price in 2019, with declines up to
30 per cent.

Micro-apartments are typically
less than 200 square feet in
size, and at the height of the bull
market a 190 square-foot flat in
Sai Ying Pun broke records when
it was sold at HKD 6.52 million,
or HKD 34,315 per square foot!
The Hong Kong bull market
came to an end August of 2018,
when the vacancy tax introduced
to boost Hong Kong’s housing
supply started squeezing deve-
lopers and mortgage rates star-
ted rising for the first time in 12
years.

This left some buyers with a
very small, and very expensive
property with declining value.
For some, it could even mean

hitting the dreaded “negative
equity” territory where the value
of the property is LESS than the
amount borrowed against the
same property.

Negative equity usually occurs
when a speculative buyer who
is over-leveraged gets caught
near the top of the market be-
fore it turns. In many cases the
property gets foreclosed by the
lender, usually a bank, and if this
happens across a wider scale it
can have devastating economic
implications as we know.
Fortunately, we do not have mi-
cro-apartments under 200 squa-
re feet for sale in Macau, but we
are likely to feel the impact of the
broader market shifts in Hong
Kong. What are a couple of qui-
cklessons we can learn from this
situation?

The first and most obvious lesson
is that we do not want to run into
araging bull-market with cash-in
-hand. It is best to stay away from
frenzied property sales floors and
watch the crowd from a distan-
ce. No matter how much it feels
like the bull market will continue
forever, it never does. The truly
good deals are found during bear
markets anyway.

The second lesson is that you
generally want to avoid the ex-
treme ends of the market. If
you buy at the very bottom (mi-
cro-apartments) or at the very
top (luxury properties) of the
market, you'll find that demand
can shift very quickly with the
turn of the market. The safest
place is generally in the middle
of the market where demand
is more robust. Savvy investors
know to buy lower-middle class
properties, and add value to turn
them into upper-middle class
properties.

Lastly, we must recognise that
real estate is an archaic and stu-
bborn industry. Although there
is a true housing crisis in Hong
Kong and innovation is required,
when it comes to potentially the
biggest investment for you and
your family, you do not want
to be at the cutting-edge of the
innovation where there are ad-
ditional layers of uncertainty.
Building micro-apartments was
a speculative experiment by the
developers in a bull market, but
it turns out people don’t really
want to live in 200 square foot
houses if at all possible. Can’t say
I'm too surprised!
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Did 2018 usher in a creeping tech dystopia?

Matt 0’Brien, AP Technology Writer

E may remember
2018 as the year
when technolo-
gy’s  dystopian
potential became clear, from
Facebook’s role enabling the
harvesting of our personal
data for election interference
to a seemingly unending se-
ries of revelations about the
dark side of Silicon Valley’s
connect-everything ethos.

The list is long: High-tech
tools for immigration crack-
downs. Fears of smartphone
addiction. YouTube algori-
thms that steer youths into
extremism. An experiment in
gene-edited babies.

Doorbells and concert ve-
nues that can pinpoint indi-
vidual faces and alert police.
Repurposing genealogy web-
sites to hunt for crime suspec-
ts based on a relative’s DNA.
Automated systems that keep
tabs of workers’ movements
and habits. Electric cars in
Shanghai transmitting their
every movement to the gover-
nment.

It’s been enough to exhaust
even the most imaginative
sci-fi visionaries. “It doesn’t
so much feel like we’re living
in the future now, as that
we’re living in a retro-future,”
novelist William Gibson wro-
te this month on Twitter. “A
dark, goofy ‘9os retro-future.”

More awaits us in 2019, as
surveillance and data-collec-
tion efforts ramp up and ar-
tificial intelligence systems
start sounding more human,
reading facial expressions and
generating fake video images
so realistic that it will be har-
der to detect malicious distor-
tions of the truth.

But there are also counter-
measures afoot in Congress
and state government — and
even among tech-firm em-
ployees who are more active
about ensuring their work is
put to positive ends.

“Something that was hear-
tening this year was that ac-
companying this parade of
scandals was a growing public
awareness that there’s an ac-
countability crisis in tech,”
said Meredith Whittaker, a
co-founder of New York Uni-
versity’s AI Now Institute for
studying the social implica-
tions of artificial intelligence.

The group has compiled a
long list of what made 2018
so ominous, though many are
examples of the public sim-
ply becoming newly aware of
problems that have built up
for years. Among the most
troubling cases was the reve-
lation in March that political
data-mining firm Cambridge
Analytica swept up personal
information of millions of Fa-

/ ”

cebook users for the purpose
of manipulating national elec-
tions.

“It really helped wake up
people to the fact that these
systems are actually touching
the core of our lives and sha-
ping our social institutions,”
Whittaker said.

That was on top of other Fa-
cebook disasters, including its
role in fomenting violence in
Myanmar, major data brea-
ches and ongoing concerns
about its hosting of fake ac-
counts for Russian propagan-
da.

It wasn’t just Facebook. Goo-
gle attracted concern about
its continuous surveillance
of users after The Associa-
ted Press reported that it was
tracking people’s movements
whether they like it or not.

It also faced internal dissent
over its collaboration with the
U.S. military to create dro-
nes with “computer vision” to
help find battlefield targets
and a secret proposal to lau-
nch a censored search engine
in China. And it unveiled a
remarkably human-like voice
assistant that sounds so real
that people on the other end
of the phone didn’t know they
were talking to a computer.

Those and other concer-
ns bubbled up in December
as lawmakers grilled Google
CEO Sundar Pichai at a con-
gressional hearing — a sequel
to similar public reckonings
this year with Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg and other
tech executives.

“It was necessary to conve-
ne this hearing because of the

-

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg arrives to testify before a joint hearing of the Commerce and Judi

widening gap of distrust be-
tween technology companies
and the American people,”
Republican House Majority
Leader Kevin McCarthy said.
Internet pioneer Vint Cerf
said he and other engineers
never imagined their vision
of a worldwide network of
connected computers would
morph 45 years later into a
surveillance system that col-
lects personal information or
a propaganda machine that
could sway elections.

More awaits
us in 2019, as
surveillance
and data-
collection
efforts ramp
up and artificial
intelligence
systems start
sounding more
human

“We were just trying to get
it to work,” recalled Cerf, who
is now Google’s chief internet
evangelist. “But now that it’s
in the hands of the general
public, there are people who
[...] want it to work in a way
that obviously does harm, or
benefits themselves, or dis-
rupts the political system. So
we are going to have to deal

Y

6iary omittees on Capitol Hill

with that.”

Contrary to futuristic fears
of “super-intelligent” robots
taking control, the real dan-
gers of our tech era have crept
in more prosaically — often in
the form of tech innovations
we welcomed for making life
more convenient.

Part of experts’ concern
about the leap into connecting
every home device to the in-
ternet and letting computers
do our work is that the techno-
logy is still buggy and influen-
ced by human errors and pre-
judices. Uber and Tesla were
investigated for fatal self-
driving car crashes in March,
IBM came under scrutiny for
working with New York City
police to build a facial recog-
nition system that can detect
ethnicity, and Amazon took
heat for supplying its own
flawed facial recognition ser-
vice to law enforcement agen-
cies.

In some cases, opposition
to the tech industry’s rush to
apply its newest innovations
to questionable commercial
uses has come from its own
employees. Google workers
helped scuttle the company’s
Pentagon drone contract, and
workers at Amazon, Microsoft
and Salesforce sought to can-
cel their companies’ contracts
to supply tech services to im-
migration authorities.

“It became obvious to a lot
of people that the rhetoric of
doing good and benefiting so-
ciety and ‘Don’t be evil’ was
not what these companies
were actually living up to,”
said Whittaker, who is also a

research scientist at Google
who founded its Open Resear-
ch group.

At the same time, even some
titans of technology have been
sounding alarms. Prominent
engineers and designers have
increasingly spoken out about
shielding children from the
habit-forming tech products
they helped create.

And then there’s Microsoft
President Brad Smith, who
in December called for regu-
lating facial recognition tech-
nology so that the “year 2024
doesn’t look like a page” from
George Orwell’s “1984.”

In a blog post and a Washin-
gton speech, Smith painted
a bleak vision of all-seeing
government surveillance sys-
tems forcing dissidents to
hide in darkened rooms “to
tap in code with hand signals
on each other’s arms.”

To avoid such an Orwellian
scenario, Smith advocates
regulating technology so
that anyone about to subject
themselves to surveillance is
properly notified. But priva-
cy advocates argue that’s not
enough.

Such debates are already ha-
ppening in states like Illinois,
where a strict facial recogni-
tion law has faced tech indus-
try challenges, and California,
which in 2018 passed the na-
tion’s most far-reaching law
to give consumers more con-
trol over their personal data.
It takes effect in 2020.

The issue could find new at-
tention in Congress next year
as more Republicans warm up
to the idea of basic online pri-
vacy regulations and the inco-
ming Democratic House ma-
jority takes a more skeptical
approach to tech firms that
many liberal politicians once
viewed as allies — and prolific
campaign donors.

The “leave them alone”
approach of the early internet
era won’t work anymore, said
Rep. David Cicilline, a Rho-
de Island Democrat poised to
take the helm of the House’s
antitrust subcommittee.

“We’re seeing now some of
the consequences of the abu-
ses that can occur in these
platforms if they remain un-
regulated without meaningful
oversight or enforcement,”
Cicilline said.

Too much regulation may
bring its own undesirable side
effects, Cerf warned.

“It’s funny in a way because
this online environment was
supposed to remove friction
from our ability to transact,”
he said. “If in our desire, if not
zeal, to protect people’s priva-
cy we throw sand in the gears
of everything, we may end up
with a very secure system that
doesn’t work very well.” AP
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China heads into trade talks
bracing for more US demands

HINA enters trade talks

said to begin early next
month in Beijing having made
concerted efforts to end the
standoff with the U.S., and also
unsure it’s done enough.

Since Presidents Xi Jinping
and Donald Trump came to
a temporary truce almost a
month ago, China’s removed a
retaliatory duty on U.S. auto-
mobiles and is drafting a law
to prevent forced technology
transfers. It’s also slashed im-
port tariffs on more than 700
products and began buying
U.S. crude oil, liquefied natural
gas and soybeans again.

Officials have been in cons-
tant contact with the U.S. to
try to determine what else is
needed to move things forward
in January, according to peo-
ple familiar with the talks. It
appears to Chinese officials
that the U.S. itselfisn’t clear on
what it wants, said the people,
who asked not to be named be-
cause the negotiations are pri-
vate.

China wants the U.S. to remo-
ve the punitive tariffs that have
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been imposed and not add new
ones, but suspects the U.S. will
ask for more before it agrees to
do that, the people said. Offi-
cials are working on alternati-
ve retaliatory measures in case
the talks collapse, they said.

Separatist behind

Chinese Consulate attack

“After the meeting in Argen-
tina, the incentive for China
to speed up opening up and
reform has increased,” said Lu
Xiang, an expert in bilateral
ties at the state-run Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences in

Beijing. “The key obstacle to
a deal is whether the U.S. de-
mands are a bottomless pit.”

The newly announced mea-
sures are a response to the
“appropriate U.S. concerns,”
he said, using the term in the
Chinese truce statement which
referred to some of the issues
the U.S. has raised.

China’s flurry of policy an-
nouncements since the Argen-
tina meeting between Trump
and Xi happened despite Ca-
nada’s arrest of a top Huawei
Technologies executive at the
U.S.’s request, and despite Xi
delivering a defiant speech de-
claring China wouldn’t be dic-
tated to by anybody. China un-
derscored its determination to
implement the agreement by
including it as a key goal in an
important annual policy state-
ment published last week.

Deputy U.S. Trade Represen-
tative Jeffrey Gerrish will lead
the Trump administration’s
team heading to Beijing in the
week of Jan. 7, people familiar
told Bloomberg News on Wed-
nesday. The group will also in-

clude Treasury Undersecretary
for International Affairs David
Malpass, the people said.

Chinese Ministry of Com-
merce spokesman Gao Feng
confirmed in a regular briefing
Thursday in Beijing that the
two sides planned to sit down
for talks next month. Gao pro-
vided no date and said both
countries continue to maintain
close communication.

News of the talks was
followed by a potential source
of renewed strain: a Reuters
report saying Trump might
declare a national emergency
next month that would ban
U.S. companies from using
telecommunications  equip-
ment made by Huawei and
ZTE Corp. Asked about the
report Thursday, Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman
Hua Chunying said a “certain
country” needed to address
cybersecurity concerns with
facts and stop politicizing na-
tional security issues.

China is eager to seal a deal
while at the same time is in-
tent on preserving its econo-
mic system, said Jonathan
Fenby, chairman of China re-
search at TS Lombard in Lon-
don. It aims to give Trump
enough to be able to claim
victory by March, enabling it
to get on with the business of
modernizing its economy, he
said. Bloomberg

Beijing’s answer to

GPS extends coverage
beyond Asia Pacific

is killed in Afghanlstan

Aieparatlst leader blamed
or masterminding last
month’s attack on a Chinese
Consulate in Pakistan has
been killed in a bombing in
Afghanistan, Pakistani offi-
cials and the separatist group
said yesterday.

Aslam Baloch, one of the
leaders of the Baluch Libera-
tion Army, and five of his as-
sociates were “martyred” in a
blast, according to Jeeyand
Baloch, a spokesman for the
group. He did not provide
further details. Pakistani se-
curity officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Baloch was killed Tuesday in
the southern Afghan city of
Kandahar.

Mohammad Yousof Youno-
si, a provincial council mem-
ber from Kandahar, said six
people were killed when a
suicide bomber attacked a
house Tuesday in a wealthy
subdivision of the city. He
said the blast, which was a
block away, blew out the win-
dows of his home and several
others in the neighborhood.

He said he knew one of the
people killed, who hailed
from Pakistan’s Baluchistan
province, and had alerted

AP PHOTO

authorities to their presence
several weeks ago.

“Their language and clo-
thing was different from
ours. I knew they were not
from Afghanistan and I wor-
ried about who they were,”
said Younosi. Police arran-
ged for them to relocate, but
Younosi said they moved
only one block away.

No one immediately clai-
med the attack. Several mi-
litant and separatist groups
operate in Baluchistan.

Pakistan has accused Af-
ghanistan of sheltering Ba-
luch separatists, including
those behind a deadly attack
on the Chinese Consulate in
Karachi last month. Afgha-
nistan in turn accuses Pakis-
tan of sheltering the Taliban
and other Islamic extremis-
ts.

Three gunmen attacked the
consulate in Karachi, trigge-
ring a shootout that left the
assailants, two police officers
and two civilians dead. AP

HINA’S alterna-

ive to the Ameri-
can-owned GPS exten-
ded its service beyond
the Asia-Pacific region
yesterday with a goal
of becoming a domina-
ting technology in the
future.

Called Beidou, the
service works like GPS,
using a series of satelli-
tes to provide users pre-
cision positioning with
an error of about 10 me-
ters. Most smartphone
chips sold globally will
be compatible with Bei-
dou, the first navigation
system to have built-in
telecommunications
features such as text
messaging.

“From today, where-
ver you go Beidou will
be with you, anywhere,
anytime,” said Beidou
spokesman Ran Cheng-
qi at an event in Beijing.

China started work on
its own satellite navi-
gation and positioning
system in the 1990s to
reduce its dependence
on the Global Positio-
ning System developed
by the U.S. Named after
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the Chinese word for
the Big Dipper star pat-
tern, the Beidou system
is now in its third stage
and is capable of pro-
viding navigation and
positioning services in
different geographical
regions. The goal is to
have complete worldwi-
de coverage by the end
of this decade.

Beidou, which pro-
vides navigation and
positioning for China’s
military and critical in-
frastructure, is finding
increasing use in every-
thing from mapping
services to cars and
smartphones.  China
launched the 42nd and
43rd Beidou satellites
in November, extending
coverage to some parts

of Europe and Africa.

Beidou is among a
slew of ambitious pro-
jects that the world’s
second-largest economy
is undertaking to shar-
pen its competitiveness
in aerospace. Earlier
this month, China sent
a probe to the far side
of the moon, a place no
other country’s probe
has ventured into. The
nation is also developing
civil passenger aircraft
that could eventually
rival models from Air-
bus SE and Boeing Co.,
while its private startups
are racing to launch ro-
ckets to send satellites
into orbit at low cost to
meet demand for com-
mercial space services.
Bloomberg
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TAIWAN

Thousands protest taxes

with nod to French

Ralph Jennings, Taipei

HOUSANDS of
Taiwanese, taking a
page from France’s
yellow vest move-
ment, protested yesterday for
the third time in a week to de-
mand lower taxes and the fair
handling of tax disputes.

Wearing yellow vests, they
shouted slogans and blared
air horns outside the Ministry
of Finance in Taipei, the ca-
pital city, and waved banners
calling Taiwan’s tax collection
policies illegal. Some wore
clear plastic raincoats over
their vests in a light rain.

“This is about our futures,”
said Joanna Tai, a 23-year-old
English-language  graduate
student who plans to teach af-
ter graduation next year.

“We look at wages in Hong
Kong and mainland China.
We want to know why the-
re’s so much of a gap with
Taiwan,” she said. “Then a lot
of my classmates want to start
companies and be their own
bosses but, because of taxes,
a lot of small businesses have
folded.”

The Tax & Legal Reform Lea-
gue, an activist group, called
the protest after marshaling
about 20,000 people outside
the presidential office in an
initial demonstration a week
ago, and another 10,000 on
Saturday, according to organi-
zers and Taiwanese media.

The organizers said they
were inspired by the success
of the recent French protests,
which turned violent and were
blamed for 10 deaths. The

AP PHOTO

Taiwanese protests have been
peaceful.

French President Emmanuel
Macron eventually agreed to
scrap a tax hike for gasoline
and diesel and increase the
minimum salary for full-time
workers, as well as other steps.

“We saw Macron and he
wanted to soften up, so that
gave us some encouragement
to protest, so we hope the pre-
sident here can hear our voi-
ces,” Reform League media
liaison Wang Chih-lan said.
“The Ministry of Finance is the
major culprit. It’s a big orga-
nization that’s causing poverty
in Taiwan.”

A  ministry spokeswoman
said earlier this week that anti-

tax activists have been pushing
for lower taxes for about 20
years. Tsai Meng-chu said that
the ministry has responded to
some of their complaints on
its website, including a rebu-
ttal to allegations that the tax
system contributes to poverty.

“Their complaints are just
that they’re not satisfied with
the tax system,” she said, no-
ting that Taiwan offers pay-
ment deferrals to low-income
individuals.

Protesters said they had re-
ceived tax bills sent in error
or asking for too much tax. An
appeal costs too much, they
said, and tax collectors some-
times keep hounding them for
taxes even after losing in court.

Investment in Germany

plunged in second half, EY says

HINESE com-

ber of transactions for

in 2016. That led the

rallies

Income taxes add hardship to
young people in low-paid, en-
try-level jobs, some said.

The average monthly wage in
Taiwan is USD1,364, and the
minimum wage is set to rise to
$750 in January. During her
campaign, President Tsai Ing-
wen said she would work on
wages and welfare for youth.

Taiwanese who earn less than
$2.42 million New Taiwan
dollars (about $78,500) a year
pay no more than 20 percent
in taxes, according to data
compiled by professional ser-
vices firm KPMG.

KPMG ranked Taiwan 33rd
for the world’s highest taxes on
a list of 135 countries and re-
gions. France ranked 12th. AP

ne-tool manufacturer
Leifeld Metal Spinning
AG.

EY is advising Chi-
nese clients to avoid
investing in German
companies like aeros-

panies spent far less
on German firms in the
second half of this year
as Chancellor Angela
Merkel’'s government
moved to tighten its
grip on foreign invest-
ment, according to data
compiled by business
services provider Ernst
& Young LLP.

Chinese investment
in German takeovers
or in stakes in German
companies plunged to
USD311 million during
the period from almost
$10 billion in the first
half of 2018. The num-

the full year dropped to
34, compared with 54
in 2017 and 68 the pre-
vious year.

“We expect the num-
ber to stabilize next
year,” Yi Sun, an EY
China business spe-
cialist, was quoted as
saying by the Frankfur-
ter Allgemeine Zeitung,
which first published
the figures. “It will take
some time before we
see another slight in-
crease.”

Merkel’s cabinet this
month agreed to lower
the threshold for go-

vernment probes of
foreign stakes in Ger-
man businesses to 10
percent, driven by con-
cern about China’s ef-
forts to gain footholds
in sensitive industries,
such as those related
to security and defen-
se. Media companies
are also included, while
the previous 25 percent
threshold remains in
force for all other cases.

Germany has stepped
up pressure for coordi-
nated EU action since
the takeover of robot
maker Kuka AG by Chi-
na’s Midea Group Co.

government to rethink
its tools for shielding
technology companies
and securing German
competitiveness.
German state-ow-
ned investment bank
KfW agreed in July to
temporarily acquire
a 20 percent stake in
50Hertz Transmission
GmbH, thwarting an
attempted acquisition
by a Chinese company.
In August, Merkel’s ca-
binet stopped a Chine-
se bid for the first time
by vetoing the poten-
tial purchase of machi-

pace suppliers, Yi Sun
told the FAZ. Europe’s
biggest economy none-
theless remains “rela-
tively open” compared
to the U.S. and Canada,
and there are invest-
ment opportunities in
machinery, auto parts,
health care, pharma
and chemicals, she ad-
ded.

EY’s figures for 2018
are inflated by Zhe-
jiang Geely Holding
Group Co.’s acquisi-
tion in February of a
stake of almost 10 per-
cent in Daimler AG,
FAZ said. AP
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Ex-deputy
intelligence
chief given
life sentence

HINA’S former deputy

intelligence chief was sen-
tenced yesterday to life in pri-
son for corruption.

Ma Jian has been found gui-
Ity of crimes including accep-
ting bribes and insider trading,
said a court in the northeas-
tern port city of Dalian. Ma,
who previously was the vice
minister of the state security
bureau, was also ordered to
pay more than 50 million yuan
(USD7.26 million) in penal-
ties.

The court said in a statement
online that Ma used his politi-
cal power to aid the business
operations of Guo Wengui, a
real estate billionaire wanted
by Chinese authorities. The
New York-based Guo has pub-
lished a slew of online videos
in which he makes sensational
allegations of corruption in the
upper echelons of China’s ru-
ling Communist Party.

Guo gained control of a na-
tional securities company af-
ter Ma sent letters addressed
from the state security bureau
to threaten and pressure indi-
viduals to hand over their sha-
res to Guo. Separately, Ma also
obtained insider information
about the same company who-
se shares his relatives later
purchased, resulting in profits
of more than 49 million yuan
($7.2 million).

Ma is the latest top official to
be ensnared in Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping’s banner
anti-corruption campaign,
which he launched shortly af-
ter taking power in 2012. Xi
pledged to take down both hi-
gh-level “tigers” and low-level
“flies” in a drive to purge the
ruling Communist Party of
rampant corruption.

The initiative has won Xi
broad popularity among the
general public, but his critics
— Guo included — have called
the crackdown a convenient
way to eliminate political ene-
mies. AP
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Danger zone around island volcano widened

Syawalludin Zain, Niniek Karmini

NDONESIA raised the dan-

ger level for an island volcano
that triggered a tsunami on the
weekend, killing at least 430
people in Sumatra and Java,
and widened its no-go zone.

The country’s volcanology
agency said yesterday that the
Anak Krakatau volcano’s alert
status had been raised to the
second-highest level and the
exclusion zone more than dou-
bled to a 5-kilometer radius.

The eruption on Saturday eve-
ning caused part of the island
in the Sunda Strait to collapse
into the sea, apparently gene-
rating tsunami waves of more
than 2 meters. Most tsunamis
are caused by earthquakes.

The government has warned
communities in the strait to
stay a kilometer away from the
coastline because of the risk of
another tsunami triggered by
Krakatau’s eruptions. A navy
vessel was expected to pass by
the island later yesterday, whi-
ch could give scientists more
information about the risks of
a second collapse.

“There’s still a chance of a
landslide, even under the sea
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level or on the sea level,” said
Rudy Sunendar, head of the
energy ministry’s geology de-
partment.

“We don’t know exactly be-
cause we are not yet gone to
the field” due to bad weather,
he told The Associated Press at
the volcano’s monitoring post.
“Based on the satellite imagery
interpretation, there is collapse
of some area of Mount Anak
Krakatau.”

Saturday’s disaster struck wi-
thout warning, surprising peo-
ple in a country that regularly
suffers landslides, earthquakes
and volcanic eruptions. No big
earthquake shook the ground
beforehand, and the waves sur-
ged inland at night on a holiday
weekend while people were en-
joying concerts and other bea-
chside activities.

Indonesia’s tsunami warning
system relies on land seismo-
meters and buoys connected
to tidal gauges and is not equi-
pped to detect underwater
landslides. The system, in any
case, has not operated for years
because the buoys have been
vandalized or not maintained
because of low funding.

Heavy rains and high seas
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A man cleans the debris from a house inha tsuai-hit ara in Carita .

have hampered the search for
victims. Some bodies were fou-
nd at sea and at least 159 peo-
ple are missing.

Yesterday, residents of ba-
dly affected Banten province
on Java island were searching
through the debris of destroyed
or damaged homes for any-
thing salvageable.

“I've lost everything I have,
my house and all belongings
inside it,” said farmer Muha-
mad Sarta.

“I just hope for some help
from the government,” he said.
“Hopefully there will be some
repairs. I have nowhere to go. I
have no money. Whatever I had
was lost in the water.”

Radar data from satellites,
converted into images, shows
Anak Krakatau shrunk dra-
matically following Saturday’s
eruption.

Satellite photos aren’t avai-
lable because of cloud cover
but radar images from a Japan

Aerospace Exploration Agency
satellite taken before and af-
ter the eruption show the vol-
cano’s southwestern flank has
disappeared.

JAXA’s post-eruption image
shows concentric waves ra-
diating from the island, which
experts say is caused by its on-
going eruptions.

Dave Petley, head of resear-
ch and innovation at Sheffield
University who analyzed simi-
lar images from a European
Space Agency satellite, said
they support the theory that a
landslide, most of it undersea,
caused the tsunami.

“The challenge now is to in-
terpret what might be happe-
ning on the volcano, and what
might happen next,” he wrote
in a blog.

Anak Krakatau, which means
Child of Krakatau, is the offs-
pring of the infamous Krakatau
volcano that affected the global
climate with a massive erup-
tion in 1883.

Anak Krakatau first rose
above sea level in 1929, ac-
cording to Indonesia’s volca-
nology agency, and has been
increasing its land mass since
then. AP
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NDIAN authorities

have ordered firefigh-

ters in the capital to

sprinkle water from hi-
gh-rise buildings to settle
dust and stop garbage fires
and have banned construc-
tion activity as hazardous
air quality affects millions of
people.

New Delhi recorded one of
the highest pollution levels of
the year on Sunday with the
air quality index, measuring
sulfur dioxide, carbon mo-
noxide and nitrogen dioxide,
touching 450.

The air started improving
Wednesday with an increase
in wind speed. However, the
level of PM 2.5, tiny particu-
late matter that can dange-
rously clog lungs, exceeded
320 yesterday, more than 13
times beyond what the Wor-
Id Health Organization con-
siders safe, according to the
U.S. Embassy reading.

A government advisory
asked people to avoid jog-
ging outdoor and use masks.
The government has banned
diesel vehicles that are more
than 10 years old. It also or-
dered builders to cover cons-
truction sites to stop dust en-
veloping the area.

“There are so many cars
[...] there is so much dust. It
all goes inside [our body]. If
we don’t wear a mask then
we face a lot of [health] pro-
blems,” said Om Prakash, a
traffic police constable wea-

JAPAN
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Motorcyclists wearing pollution masks ride in New Delhi

INDIA

Firefighters battle air
pollution in New Delhi

ring a protective mask on a
New Delhi road.
India’s air pollution comes

with

mostly from diesel fuel-bur-
ning vehicles, coal-fired
power plants and crop bur-

ning. It worsens in the dry
winters, as winds die down
and pollution pools over the

Delhi plains.

Vehicular smog mixes with
smoke from festival-season
fireworks as well as countless
illegal pyres of garbage bur-
ned by homeless migrants to
stay warm as temperatures
near freezing. And the cons-
truction sends up clouds of
dust.

Vivek Chattopadhyaya, a se-
nior program manager with
New Delhi-based Centre for
Science and Environment,
said that air quality most of
the days in and around the
Indian capital during the
winter season was “very poor,
poor and severe.”

“Delhi’s air quality, when we
say improvement, what we
notice is that it falls from se-
vere to very poor days. None
of the days are good, satis-
factory or even moderately
polluted,” he said. “We need
to meet the quality standards,
which are the safest stan-
dards for the people to brea-
the air. So that should be our
target.”

The Indian capital saw some
success following a 1998-
2003 program that removed
power plants from the city
center and adopted compres-
sed natural gas, CNG, for
running buses and rickshaws.
The buses had run on diesel
and the rickshaws on gasoline
and highly polluting kerose-
ne. Of all possible fuels, CNG
releases the smallest amoun-
ts of particulate matter.

But years later the pollution
levels are back up. AP

Small bombs hit popular southern

Thai beach, damaging statue

Whalers unhapgy
plan to resume

Isabel Reynolds

OUNT Japan’s own
halers among those
unhappy with the gover-
nment’s plan to resume
commercial hunts - but not
in the bountiful whaling
grounds around Antarctica.
A Japanese foreign mi-
nistry official told reporters
yesterday in Tokyo that
whalers were also upset
with the plan. The briefing
came a day after Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe’s gover-
nment drew international
criticism with its decision
to withdraw from the Inter-
national Whaling Commis-
sion and resume commer-
cial hunts in its exclusive
economic zone.

The move to end “scienti-
fic” hunts in near Antarcti-
ca was opposed by the local
whaling industry, the fo-
reign ministry official said,
declining to be identified
according to ministry po-
licy. The official called the

in Tokyo

decision to end hunts in
the Southern Ocean - whe-
re Japanese whalers have
sometimes clashed with
environmental activists - a
“painful” one.

New Zealand Foreign Mi-
nister Winston Peters was
among officials to object
to the move Wednesday,
calling whaling an “outda-
ted and unnecessary practi-
ce.” Still, both New Zealand
and Australia welcomed
the end to the Southern
Ocean hunting.

Japan says it kills about
600 whales a year and the

unts

industry employs fewer
than 300 people. Yet the
issue has an out-sized
presence in the national
psyche, which the foreign
ministry official compared
to matters like gun control
and abortion in the U.S.
Norway and Iceland -- both
members of the whaling
commission -- also hunt
commercially.

Japan plans to use a me-
thod laid out by the com-
mission to calculate a sus-
tainable harvest. The first
hunt is set to take place in
July. Bloomberg

WO small bom-

bs exploded at a
popular beach in sou-
thern Thailand, one of
them damaging an ico-
nic statue beloved by
tourists, police said.
Police in Songkhla
province said they’re
looking into whether
the bombs late Wed-
nesday were related to
a Muslim separatist in-
surgency that has wra-
cked nearby provinces
since 2004, taking al-
most 7,000 lives.
One of the explosions
damaged the Golden
Mermaid statue, which
is an unofficial symbol
of the province, said
police Lt. Gen. Ron-
nasilp Phusara. The
other took place about
300 meters away, near
the beach’s Cat and
Mouse sculpture.
Police said a bomb
disposal squad disco-
vered and destroyed
three other explosive
devices found near a
trash area and under

rocks near the Golden
Mermaid statue.

The insurgency has
mostly affected the
three  southernmost
provinces of Pattani,
Yala, and Narathiwat,
which have Muslim
majorities in predomi-
nantly Buddhist Thai-
land. Songkhla, with
a substantial Muslim
population, has gene-
rally been spared the
violence, though its bi-
ggest city, Hat Yai, has
suffered several bom-
bings.

Although terrorism
is not considered a
major problem in
Thailand, tourist spo-
ts have been spora-
dically targeted since
2006, when a series of
bombs were set off in
Bangkok at New Year’s
Eve gatherings, killing
three people and wou-
nding more than three
dozen. In 2016, bomb
explosions in five bea-
ch towns popular with
tourists killed four

people and wounded
dozens.

In both cases, sou-
thern separatists were
suspected but respon-
sibility was never defi-
nitively established.

Thailand’s most
spectacular attack in
recent years occurred
at the Erawan Shrine
in the center of Ban-
gkok’s tourist district
in August 2015. Twen-
ty people, mostly fo-
reign tourists, were
killed and more than
100 hurt.

Thai authorities bla-
med human traffickers
angry at a crackdown,
but another theory
holds that it was car-
ried out by militants
from China’s Muslim
Uighur minority in
retaliation for Thai-
land sending back to
China a group of Ui-
ghurs who had fled
repression there. Two
Uighur men are cur-
rently on trial for the
bombing. AP
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Nicole Winfield, Vatican City

T has been a wretched year for
Pope Francis, whose blind spot
on clergy sex abuse conspired
with events beyond his control to
threaten his legacy and throw the
Catholic hierarchy into a credibili-
ty crisis not seen in modern times.
The latest development — a hi-
gh-profile verdict in a far-away
country — cements the impres-
sion that Francis simply didn’t
“get it” when he first became pope
in 2013 and began leading the
church.

Early missteps included associa-
ting with compromised cardinals
and bishops and downplaying or
dismissing rumors of abuse and
cover-up. Francis finally came
around in 2018, when he publicly
admitted he was wrong about a
case in Chile, made amends, and
laid the groundwork for the futu-
re by calling an abuse prevention
summit next year.

But damage to his moral autho-
rity on the issue has been done.
Before his eyes were opened,
Francis showed that he was a pro-
duct of the very clerical culture he
so often denounces, ever ready to
take the word of the clerical class
over victims.

The year started off well enough:
Francis dedicated his annual Jan.
1 peace message to the plight of
migrants and refugees. Soon the-
reafter, he baptized 34 cooing ba-
bies in the Sistine Chapel and ur-
ged their mothers to nurse, a typi-
cal Franciscan show of informal
practicality amid the splendor of
Michelangelo’s “Last Judgment.”

Then came Chile .

Francis’ January visit was domi-
nated by the clergy abuse scandal
there, and featured unpreceden-
ted protests against a papal visit:
churches were firebombed and
riot police used water cannons to
quell demonstrations.

Chilean opposition to Francis
had actually begun three years
prior, when the Argentine-born
pope appointed Juan Barros as

bishop of the southern diocese of
Osorno. Francis had dismissed
allegations that Barros ignored
and covered up abuse by Chile’s
most prominent predator priest,
imposing him on a diocese that
wanted nothing to do with him.

“The day they bring me proof
against Bishop Barros, I'll speak,”
Francis said on his final day in
Chile. “There is not one shed of
proof against him. It’s all slander.
Is that clear?”

Francis defended Barros becau-
se one of his friends and advisers,
Chilean Cardinal Javier Errazuriz,
defended Barros. Francis in 2013
had named Errazuriz to his inner
circle, a formal parallel cabinet
of nine cardinals who meet every
three months at the Vatican.

Chilean victims, though, had
long charged that Errazuriz had
been deaf to their claims while
he was archbishop of Santiago,
giving cover to abusers and their
enablers. Francis disregarded the
victims’ concerns and appointed
Errazuriz to the high-profile cabi-
net post.

In the wake of his disastrous
trip to Chile, Francis slowly came
around to the victims’ view, in
part in response to reporting by
The Associated Press. He ordered
an in-depth investigation into the
Chilean church, admitted to “gra-
ve errors in judgment” and perso-
nally apologized to the victims he
had discredited. He accused the
Chilean leadership of creating a
“culture of cover-up” and secured
the resignations of every active
bishop there, Barros included. He
vowed that the Catholic Church
would “never again” hide abuse,
and earlier this month the Vati-
can announced Francis had fired
Errazuriz from the cabinet.

Also removed was Cardinal
George Pell, who left his post as
the Vatican’s economy minister
in June 2017 to stand trial for his-
torical sex abuse offenses in his
native Australia. Like Errazuriz,
Pell had been the target of abuse
victims’ ire for years, well before

Francis brought him to the Vati-
can, given his prominent role in
Australia and the church’s horrific
record with abuse there.

Both men deny wrongdoing. But
their continued presence on the
Council of Nine, as the cabinet is
called, became a source of scan-
dal for the pope, who bid them
farewell in October with a letter
thanking them for their service.
For Pell, the Cg removal suggests
he won’t resume work at the Vati-
can since his five-year term expi-
res early next year.

By summer,
Francis
appeared to
be well on his
way to steering
himself out of
the 2018 sex
abuse crisis.
Then Round 2
hit

They are not the only cardinals
on the hot seat: The current ar-
chbishop of Santiago is under
investigation in a broad criminal
inquiry into sex abuse cover-up.
Prosecutors in a dozen U.S. sta-
tes are investigating church files.
A cover-up trial in France has
two cardinals as defendants, in-
cluding the Spaniard who heads
the Vatican office that processes
sex abuse cases. The Holy See
invoked sovereign immunity to
spare Spain’s Cardinal Luis La-
daria Ferrer. But it has no such
power to protect Cardinal Phi-
lippe Barbarin, the archbishop
of Lyon, France, who is accused
of failing to report a self-confes-
sed abusive priest to authorities.
Francis has said French justice
should take its course but has

Pope’s initial
blind spot
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on sex abuse
threatens

legacy

praised Barbarin as “brave.”

Despite such problems, with
the Chile scandal largely atoned
for and decisions made to purge
his inner circle of compromised
members, Francis appeared by
summer to be well on his way to
steering himself out of the 2018
sex abuse crisis.

Then Round 2 hit.

In July, Francis removed U.S.
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick
as a cardinal after church inves-
tigators said an allegation that he
groped a teenage altar boy in the
1970s was credible. Subsequently,
several former seminarians and
priests reported that they too had
been abused or harassed by Mc-
Carrick as adults.

A month later, a grand jury re-
port in Pennsylvania revealed
seven decades of abuse and co-
ver-up in six dioceses, with alle-
gations that more than 1,000 chil-
dren had been molested by about
300 priests. Most of the priests
were dead, and the crimes far pre-
dated Francis’ papacy.

But the combined scandal crea-
ted a crisis in confidence in the
U.S. and Vatican hierarchy. It was
apparently common knowledge
in the U.S. and Vatican leadership
that “Uncle Ted,” as McCarrick
was known, slept with semina-
rians, and yet he still he rose un-
disturbed up the church ranks.

Having removed McCarrick and
approved a canonical trial against
him, Francis should have emer-
ged as the hero in the saga since
he righted the wrong of St. John
Paul II, the pope from 1978-2005
who had promoted McCarrick
to begin with and whose record
on abuse issues is far worse than
Francis’ given his inaction.

But Francis® get-tough victory
lap was cut short when a for-
mer Vatican ambassador to the
U.S. accused the pope himself of
participating in the McCarrick
cover-up.

In an 11-page denunciation in
August, Archbishop Carlo Maria
Vigano claimed that Vatican offi-

cials from the top on down over
the course of three pontificates
had known about McCarrick’s
penchant for seminarians, and
turned a blind eye.

Vigano wrote that he had told
Francis in 2013, at the start of his
pontificate, that McCarrick had
“corrupted a generation” of semi-
narians and priests and that Pope
Benedict XVI had eventually
sanctioned him for his sexual
misconduct.

Vigano claimed Francis dis-
regarded his 2013 warning and
rehabilited McCarrick from tho-
se sanctions, making him a key
adviser and entrusting him with
delicate missions to China and
elsewhere.

Francis never responded to Vi-
gano’s laundry list of claims. Ins-
tead, Francis took to blaming the
devil — “the Great Accuser” — for
sowing division and discord in the
church, an indirect jab at Vigano
that only fueled conservative ou-
trage at Francis and demands
that he come clean about what he
knew about McCarrick and when.

The Vatican didn’t help Francis’
standing any when, without pro-
viding any plausible reason, it blo-
cked U.S. bishops from adopting
accountability measures to try to
restore trust with their flocks.

It now seems clear that Francis, at
least at the start of his pontificate,
was willing to overlook past sexual
misbehavior or cover-up claims
if those responsible had atoned.
Francis launched his pontificate
with his famous “Who am I to ju-
dge” comment, about a gay priest
whom he had appointed to a top
advisory position despite allega-
tions he had had a string of lovers.

That comment, which won him
plaudits from liberal Catholics
and landed him on the cover of
Advocate magazine, may now be
his undoing. If he had judged his
advisers more scrupulously at the
start of his pontificate on their
abuse and cover-up records, he
might have retained more credi-
bility in 2018. AP
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N Israeli security offi-

cial has confirmed res-

ponsibility for overni-

ght airstrikes in Syria,
saying the air force had hit a se-
ries of targets involved in Iranian
arms transfers to the Hezbollah
militant group.

Russia had criticized the airs-
trike, saying it endangered ci-
vilian flights. The comments
highlighted the increasingly
tense relations between Israel
and Russia, which have grown
strained since the September
downing of a Russian plane by
Syrian forces responding to ano-
ther Israeli raid.

The Israeli official said the air
force had attacked several Ira-
nian targets in three main loca-
tions late Tuesday and early We-
dnesday. He said the targets were
primarily storage and logistics
facilities used by archenemy Iran
to ship weapons to Hezbollah, an
Iranian-backed Lebanese group
that fought Israel in a 2006 war.

The Israeli official said it was
Syrian air defenses that endan-
gered the civilian planes, by fi-
ring 30 missiles in response to
the airstrike. He also claimed
that Iranian forces are operating
less than 80 kilometers from the
Israeli border, contrary to Rus-
sian assurances.

The official spoke on condition
of anonymity under standard Is-
raeli security protocols. The mi-
litary has not commented on the
incident.

SYRIA

Israeli official confirms
airstrikes as Russia objects

On Wednesday, Russian De-
fense Ministry spokesman Maj.
Gen. Igor Konashenkov said that
six Israeli F-16 jets launched a
“provocative” raid at the moment
when two civilian airliners were
preparing to land in Damascus
and Beirut, creating a “direct
threat” to the aircraft.

Lebanon’s acting Transport
Minister Youssef Fenianos con-
firmed Konashenkov’s account,
saying the two airplanes in Le-
banese airspace “narrowly” esca-
ped Israeli warplanes, averting a
“human catastrophe.” Fenianos
said Lebanon will present a com-
plaint to the U.N. Security Cou-
ncil.

Konashenkov said the Syrian
military didn’t fully engage its air
defense assets to avoid acciden-
tally hitting the passenger jets.
He added that Syrian air traffic
controllers redirected the Da-
mascus-bound plane to a Rus-
sian air base in Syria’s coastal
province of Latakia.

Konashenkov said Syrian air
defense forces shot down 14 of
the 16 precision-guided bombs

AP PHOTO

dropped by the Israeli jets, whi-
le the remaining two hit a Syrian
military depot 7 kilometers west
of Damascus, wounding three
Syrian soldiers.

The Israeli official said the Is-
raeli jets hit all their targets, in
some cases causing secondary
explosions. He said they also
destroyed a Syrian anti-aircraft

In recent years, Israel has ack-
nowledged carrying out scores of
airstrikes in neighboring Syria,
most believed to have been ai-
med at suspected Iranian arms
shipments to Hezbollah. Iran
and Hezbollah have sent for-
ces to Syria to bolster President
Bashar Assad, who appears close
to victory after a devastating se-
ven-year civil war.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu has repeatedly said Is-
rael will not allow Iran to esta-
blish a permanent military pre-
sence in postwar Syria.

Israeli officials have also ex-
pressed concern about U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s decision
to withdraw U.S. forces from
Syria. The U.S. presence has gi-
ven Israel an extra element of
protection.

The Syrian Foreign Ministry
accused Israel of exacerbating
the crisis in the country and
standing in the way of the gover-
nment’s war on terrorism.

In messages sent to the U.N.
secretary-general and the presi-
dent of the Security Council, the
ministry said the Israeli airstrike
wouldn’t have been launched if it
wasn’t for what it called “unlimi-
ted” U.S. support for Israel.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, a
war monitor, said Tuesday’s Is-
raeli strike targeted three posi-
tions south of Damascus that are
arms depots for Hezbollah and
Iranian forces. MDT/AP
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OFriciaLs: MAN BROKE INTO HOME,
GOT OWNER TO GIVE HIM A RIDE

Authorities in Maine say a man broke into a home, had a bite to
eat, watched TV and even got a car ride from his unsuspecting
victim.

The York County sheriff’s office said 35-year-old Derek Tarbox
broke into a Waterboro home Sunday afternoon, took a shower,
got dressed in the homeowner’s clothing and was watching televi-
sion when the homeowner arrived. The intruder said he mistakenly
thought the house belonged to a friend and asked for a ride home.

The homeowner told authorities that seemed plausible, so he
drove him to a house in Hollis, which actually belonged to Tarbox’s
relatives. The victim later realized his home had been ransacked.

Tarbox, who was arrested in Limrick, was due to be arraigned on
burglary and other charges Wednesday. It was unclear if he has a

lawyer.
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27 Dec - 02 JaN

Room 1

2:30, 4:15, 6:00, 7:45pm

Director: Yarrow Cheney, Scott Mosier

Starring: Benedict Cumberbatch, Cameron Seely,
Rashida Jones

Language: Cantonese

Duration: 86min

1993 MAFIA LINK IN COCAINE HAUL

British customs officials have seized £70m of Colom-
bian cocaine which is thought to be directly linked to the
Mafia.

The discovery of more than a quarter of a tonne of cocai-
ne came after British Customs and Excise officials were
tipped off by Italian anti-Mafia investigators.

The international operation also involved the help of Co-
lombian police.

More than a tonne of cocaine was seized, 263 kg of it
was impounded in Britain and the rest in Sicily where two
Italians were arrested.

In Britain two men, from north London and Chelmsford,
Essex, were remanded in custody at Ipswich magistrates
court charged with smuggling.

A third man was released on police bail.

“This is the first confirmed involvement of the Mafia in
drugs smuggling into the UK. The job was the province
of the police in Rome and we acted after we received
instructions from them,” a Customs and Excise spokes-
man said.

The Colombian merchant vessel, Maipo, travelled di-
rectly to Britain and docked at Felixstowe where customs
officers had been preparing for their arrival since last
week.

Customs officials were in waiting as a container adapted
to hide drugs was unloaded on the dock.

The three men were kept under surveillance for two days
when they were arrested as they returned to Felixstowe
to pick up the drug.

The haul is believed to have originated from one of the
world’s largest drug cartels - the Medellin in Colombia.

Investigators claim it is unusual for parties from a third
country to be involved in smuggling from South America.

They suggest it indicates the Mafia is increasing its grip
on the world’s drug trade by filling the gap created by the
death of the Colombian drugs baron, Pablo Escobar, the

Room 1

9:30 pm

Director: Gavin Lin

Starring: Jasper Liu, lvy Chen

Language: Putonghua (Chinese & English)
Duration: 105min

ROOM 2 head of the Medellin cartel.
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30 pm He was ambushed and shot by Colombian police earlier
Director: Travis Knight this month.

Starring: Hailee Steinfeld, Dylan O’Brien, Megyn Price
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 113min

IR ) R |

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

British, Italian, and Colombian anti-drug officials hailed a new
era of international co-operation following the seizure in Britain
that partly disrupted Colombia’s Cali cartel.

In total, 13 people in three countries were arrested.

The seizure was part of a larger operation by Italian forces to
curb the activities of the mafia who had apparently identified
Britain as a “safe” place to be on the run.

British detectives said the mafia had established “cells” in the
country and they were involved in at least nine areas of serious
crime, including fraud, arms dealing and drug trafficking.The
former president was executed on 30 December 2006 after Iraq’s
highest court rejected an appeal.

The Iraqi government filmed the event to prove that Saddam
Hussein was dead. It stopped short of showing the actual hang-
ing. Unofficial footage taken on a mobile phone revealed that he
was taunted by his Shia executioners right up until the moment
of his death. More camera-phone pictures emerged a week later
showing his body with a severe neck wound - shocking images
that exacerbated tensions between Sunni and Shia Muslims.

Room 3

2:30, 4:45, 7:15 9:30pm

Director: Rich Moore, Phil Johnson

Starring: John C. Reilly, Sarah Silverman, Gal Gadot
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 122min
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Your hard work is coming to a head
today, and you may find that you
need to just step back and let the
results speak for themselves. Your
energy is right for building on your
success.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

A Dboundary emerges that you
hadn’t seen — or even considered
— before. Things may get a little
weird as you adjust, but the good
news is that this should clarify an
important relationship.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Art holds special appeal today, so
seek out a museum you love or
find something totally new and
enthralling. You are much more
susceptible to inspiration, which
means anything goes!

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Now is the time for you to follow up
on that one old email or task that
you've been putting off for too long,
Your practical energy is perfect for
the task, and you should be able to
get it done easily.

4 _

WHEN YOU WEAR YOUR READING
GLASSES, YOU REMIND
ME OF CLARK, KENT!

r
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MIN MAX CONDITION
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but that just means you've got to  demands a change of pace! It should 7T [ E & 1 3 eljing -12 -3 clear
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way — are you r'eady fqr it? Youmay  the day. — no matter what else is 4|3 [ 7 1 Guangzhou 12 18 overcast
have to deal with a little backlash, happening. Somehow, your good
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is over. inside.
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Amanda Lee Myers

N Oregon man beca-

me the first person

to traverse Antarc-

tica alone without
any assistance on Wednesday,
trekking across the polar conti-
nent in an epic 54-day journey
that was previously deemed im-
possible.

Colin O’Brady, of Portland,
finished the bone-chilling, 930-
mile (1,500-kilometer) journey
as friends, family and fans tra-
cked the endurance athlete’s
progress in real time online.

“I did it!” a tearful O’Brady
said on a call to his family ga-
thered in Portland for the holi-
days, according to his wife, Jen-
na Besaw.

“It was an emotional call,” she
said. “He seemed overwhelmed
by love and gratitude, and he
really wanted to say ‘Thank you’
to all of us.”

O’Brady was sleeping near
the finish line in Antarctica late
Wednesday and could not im-
mediately be reached for com-
ment.

The 33-year-old O’Brady do-
cumented his nearly entirely
uphill journey — which he cal-
led The Impossible First — on
his Instagram page. He wrote
Wednesday that he covered the
last roughly 80 miles (129 kilo-
meters) in one big, impromptu
final push to the finish line that
took well over an entire day.

“While the last 32 hours were
some of the most challenging
hours of my life, they have quite
honestly been some of the best
moments I have ever experien-
ced,” O’Brady posted.

The day before, he posted that
he was “in the zone” and thou-
ght he could make it to the end
in one go.

“I'm listening to my body
and taking care of the details
to keep myself safe,” he wro-
te. “I called home and talked
to my mom, sister and wife
— I promised them I will stop
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American man first to solo
across Antarctica unaided

when I need to.”

Though others have traver-
sed Antarctica, they either had
assistance with reinforced su-
pplies or kites that helped pro-
pel them forward.

I’m no longer
the same
person | was
when | left on
the journey, can
you see it in my
face?

COLIN O’'BRADY

In 2016, British explorer Hen-
ry Worsley died attempting
an unassisted solo trip across
Antarctica, collapsing from

exhaustion toward the end of
the trek. Worsley’s friend and
fellow English adventurer Lou-
is Rudd is currently attemp-
ting an unaided solo in Wors-
ley’s honor and was competing
against O’Brady to be the first
to do it.

Besaw said O’Brady plans to
stay on Antarctica until Rudd
finishes his trek, hopefully in
the next few days.

“It’s a small club,” she joked.
“His intention is to wait for Lou-
is and have kind of a celebratory
moment with the only other
person on the planet to have ac-
complished this same thing.”

O’Brady described in detail
the ups and downs along the
way since he began the trek
on Nov. 3. He had to haul 375
pounds (170 kilograms) of gear
largely uphill and over sastru-
gi, wave-like ridges created by
wind.

“Not only am I pulling my [...]
sled all day, but I'm pulling it

up and over thousands of these
sastrugi speed bumps created
by the violent wind,” he wrote
in an Instagram post on Nov.
12. “It’s a frustrating process at
times to say the least.”

On Nov. 18, he wrote that he
awoke to find his sled comple-
tely buried from an all-night
blasting of wind and snow. That
day he battled a 30 mph (48
kph) headwind for eight hours
as he trudged along.

“There were several times I
considered stopping, putting
my tent back up and calling it a
day,” he wrote. “I wanted so ba-
dly to quit today as I was feeling
exhausted and alone, but re-
membering all of the positivity
that so many people have been
sending, I took a deep breath
and focused on maintaining
forward progress one step at a
time and managed to finish a
full day.”

On Day 37, or Dec. 9, O'Bra-
dy wrote about how much he’s

changed, along with a selfie in
which he looks almost in pain,
snow gathered around his furry
hat.

“I'm no longer the same person
I was when I left on the journey,
can you see it in my face?” he
wrote. “I've suffered, been dea-
thly afraid, cold and alone. I've
laughed and danced, cried tears
of joy and been awestruck with
love and inspiration.”

Though O’Brady had initially
thought he’d want a cheese-
burger at the end of his nearly
impossible journey, Besaw said
her husband has been fantasi-
zing about fresh fish and salad
because he has mostly been ea-
ting freeze-dried foods.

As for what’s next for O’Brady,
who also has summited Mount
Everest, Besaw said she’s not
entirely sure.

“We are just so in the moment
celebrating this right now,” she
said. “Then we’ll see what’s
next on the horizon.” AP

Comanche regains lead in Sydney to Hobart

OMANCHE regai-

cord mark of 1 day, 9 hou-

(1,170 kilometers) down

ned the lead in the
Sydney to Hobart yacht
race yesterday after rival
Wild Oats XI had taken
the overnight lead among
a tight tussle of the four
remaining supermaxis.
The line honors favori-
te Comanche currently
holds a small lead with
only half a dozen miles
separating Black Jack,
InfoTrack and nine-times
winner Wild Oats XI, as
the line honors conten-
ders commenced their
crossing of Bass Strait
earlier Thursday.
After winds dropped on
Wednesday evening, Co-
manche’s 2017 race re-

rs, 15 minutes 24 seconds
appears to be safe as the
lead boats are not expec-
ted to arrive in Hobart,
Tasmania until Friday
morning, well past the
1115 GMT required to set
a new record.

Winds are expected to
swing around to the west
before changing to the
south.

The all-female crewed
Wild Oats X, skippered by
Australian Stacey Jack-
son but with sailors from
Britain, New Zealand, the
U.S. and the Netherlands
is about 20 nautical miles
behind InfoTrack in the
630-nautical-mile race

the southeastern Austra-
lian coast, across Bass
Strait and into Hobart,
the capital of the island
state of Tasmania.

M3 Team Hungary be-
came the latest of four
boats to retire from the
85-strong fleet and has
made her way to Ulla-
dulla on the New South
Wales south coast.

International superma-
xi entry Sun Hung Kai
Scallywag from Hong
Kong was one of two early
retirements on Wednes-
day after it sustained a
broken bow sprint. The
other retirees are TP52
Zen and Patriot. AP

AP PHOTO




T

4 MacauDalily mrsarss

INEeS

Bizcuits

Leanda Lee

TimE: THE GHRISTMAS GIFT

Christmas 2018 marks the year we sent no-
thing to landfill.

Ten family members sat down to Christmas din-
ner of ham (honey-glazed with assistance from
the bees up the garden), and roast crackling pork,
prawns done two ways, the salads, and bread
and smoked salmon eased down with a prequel
magnum of Moét while we stood out under the
grapefruit tree, and a scattering of local wines
thereafter. The secret family Christmas pudding
recipe was ceremoniously passed on to the most
deserving of the next generation in another mo-
mentous occurrence.

The previous day, Grandma’s short-bread,
(fruit-)ymince pies, freshly baked scones with
jam from the neighbours’ loquats and - in a nod
beyond sugar and carbohydrates - Quiche Lorrai-
ne with home-made cheese and greens plucked
from the veggie patch were had for afternoon tea
with 13 friends and neighbourhood drop-ins: the
7-month aged fruit cake, force-fed with brandy
over that period, and covered by now with rock-
hard royal icing was the piéce de résistance.

As | write, a rumbling on the road in front of
the house alerts me to our waste-free status this
Christmas; the weekly rubbish truck just passed
by not ten minutes ago — it is late this post-Christ-
mas stinking-hot 36-degree Australian Thursday
afternoon, as | enjoy summer holidays with fa-
mily. Late, probably due to the driver having to
stop every now and again to collect Christmas
thank-you presents left out by the generous and
thoughtful.

Our bins had not been put out last night for col-
lection because, although there were bottles and
cans for recycling, it could go another month or
so, and the bin destined for landfill had had no-
thing added to it this week — this Christmas week!

As the abundance on the table suggests, the-
re were no scrooge moments. We had lots of
presents under the Christmas tree, a real one
smelling of freshly-cut pine, reminiscent of a
1970s after-shave. It has taken us five years of
mindful consumption and - as some might say
- slow indoctrination, but this year it all came to-
gether.

Wrapping and ribbons had been put aside from
previous years and reused creatively, just as in
my childhood; jams, jellies and biscuits had been
baked and presented in glass with pretty cloth
wrapping and hand-written cards; special truffle
oils and salt bought; exquisite cologne and “ha-
ppy” socks; and lots of books exchanged. The
little girl next door was happier unwrapping and
messily savouring her favourite fruit and crawling
after our retreating dog than receiving some bit
of momentary attention-holding plastic thing. Wa-
tching the dog doing a body-wag as he snuffled
his way through brown paper to his chicken-treat
had all eyes smiling — he had been sniffing at that
package under the tree for days!

We had largely skipped the supermarket this
year. Brandy custard in tetra-paks, pavlovas in
cardboard boxes, brandy-snaps and cakes in
moulded plastic, puddings and all the trappings
are readily available, and it really would only take
an hour to gather everything together for a ban-
g-up Christmas luncheon. But that’s not special.
Anything so readily accessible by simply opening
a wallet to a faceless corporation just does not
cut it in the “special’ category stakes. Besides,
the wastage and plastic footprint from such con-
sumption quickly tips it into the “ugly” category.
Instead, we planned and pre-ordered ingredients
from local producers and grew and made a lot.

The one major investment this year has been
time - together.

Conversations had throughout the year that had
revealed preferences had been listened to and
remembered in the planning over the months. So-
mehow, investing time to understand individually
held gift-related philosophies and quirks really
made a big difference this year. Some chose not
to give, and some chose not to receive, some
chose to participate and some to observe Christ-
mas. And, it was good.

THE

Genting Group’s USD4 billion foray in the heart
of American gambling was met with a lawsuit by
Wynn Resorts Ltd., which says the competitor’s
yet-to-open property in Las Vegas looks too simi-
lar to its own marquee properties.

The design of Genting’s Resorts World Las Ve-
gas, directly across the street from Wynn Las Ve-
gas and Encore, is “substantially and confusingly
similar” - including a concave facade and horizon-
tal banding above and between the lines of glass
panes, according to the trademark infringement
complaint Wynn filed in federal court in Las Vegas.

Resorts World Las Vegas will have a unique
Chinese theme, according to its website. It will
compete with Wynn and other Las Vegas casi-
no operators for high-spending Asian gamblers
who visit the city. The resort will include a hotel,
multiple authentic, regional Chinese restaurants,
more than 100,000 square foot in gaming spa-
ce, as well as retail and nightlife, according to its
website.

Representatives of Resorts World Las Vegas
didn’t immediately respond to a request for com-
ment on the Dec. 21 lawsuit.

Queen Elizabeth
II riftfs on wisdom,

family’s bus

Gregory Katz, Frank Augstein

UEEN Elizabeth II

wove personal reflec-
tions into the latest edition
of her annual Christmas
message, saying she hoped
her long life brought a mea-
sure of wisdom and noting
her grandchildren’s contri-
butions to Britain’s royal
family.

The 92-year-old queen, the
world’s longest-reigning li-
ving monarch, also included
the customary tribute to mi-
litary personnel and wishes
for world peace in the mes-
sage, which was pre-recor-
ded at Buckingham Palace
and televised Tuesday.

“Some cultures believe a
long life brings wisdom,”
Elizabeth said in the recor-
ding. “I'd like to think so.
Perhaps part of that wisdom
is to recognize some of life’s
baffling paradoxes, such as
the way human beings have
a huge propensity for good
and yet a capacity for evil.”

On a lighter note, the
queen listed the House of
Windsor’s 2018 milestones
with the same unabashed
pride of someone writing
their yearly Christmas letter
for friends and far-flung re-
latives.

“It’s been a busy year for
my family, with two weddin-
gs and two babies, and ano-
ther child expected soon. It
helps to keep a grandmother
well occupied,” Elizabeth
said, not forgetting to men-
tion her own firstborn,

“We have had other cele-
brations too, including the
7oth birthday of The Prince
of Wales,” otherwise known
as heir to the throne Prince
Charles.

The annual message was
broadcast to many of the 53
Commonwealth countries.
Elizabeth recalled that her
father, King George VI, wel-
comed eight former British
colonies at the first meeting
of Commonwealth leaders
in 1948.

“Even with the most dee-
ply held differences, trea-
ting the other person with
respect and as a fellow hu-
man being is always a good
first step towards greater
understanding,” she said.

The queen mentioned
her father, from whom she

AP PHOTO

inherited the throne when
he died in 1952, again whi-
le expressing gratitude for
soldiers and sailors past
and present. During World
War I, two decades before
his own unexpected ascen-
sion to the throne, he served
with the Royal Navy and
saw friends killed in battle,
Elizabeth said.

ad

Some cultures
believe a long
life brings
wisdom. I'd
like to think so.

QUEEN ELIZABETH lI

“At Christmas, we become
keenly aware of loved ones
who have died, whatever the
circumstances. But, of cour-
se, we would not grieve if we
did not love.

Earlier in the day, Elizabe-
th and her family received
cheers from a Christmas
crowd when they arrived for
a church service in the En-
glish countryside. A chauf-
feured limousine delivered
the queen, while her des-
cendants and their spouses
walked from a nearby estate
of the monarch’s.

Prince Charles led the way,
followed by his sons: Prince
William and his wife, Ca-
therine, and Prince Harry
and his pregnant wife, Me-
ghan. Harry and the former
American actress known as
Meghan Markle married in
May and are expecting their
first child in the spring.

The couple walked arm in
arm next to William and Ca-

y year

Y

therine. Many in the crowd
wished them “Merry Christ-
mas” as they strolled to the
church in the English coun-
tryside on a cold, wintry
morning.

After the 45-minute ser-
vice, people gave them
flowers as they headed back
for a traditional Christmas
lunch.

The queen’s husband,
Prince Philip, who is 97 and
largely retired from public
life, did not attend the ser-
vice. Charles’ wife Camilla,
who is recovering from flu,
also missed church.

William and Catherine’s
three children — Prince
George, 5, Princess Charlot-
te, 3, and 8-month-old Prin-
ce Louis, also stayed home.

Britain’s royals usually
exchange small gifts on
Christmas Eve, a practice
popularized by Queen Vic-
toria and Prince Albert. The
queen typically frowns on
extravagant gifts, and many
of the presents are novelty
items.

When the queen was you-
nger, Christmas meant a
brisk family walk through
the woods on Christmas or
an excursion on horseback.

Elizabeth delivered her
first Christmas Day message
when she took the throne in
1952. The seasonal addres-
ses aired on the radio until
she made the transition to
television in 1957.

They have been broadcast
during every year of her
reign save one. In 1969, the
queen decided her family
had received enough expo-
sure from giving a TV crew
unusual access for a do-
cumentary. That year, she
issued the message in wri-
ting. AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

BANGLADESH’s main
opposition alliance has
demanded the resignation
of the chief election
commissioner, accusing
him of bias, ahead of
Sunday’s elections

while violence worsens,
officials and news reports
said.

AFGHANISTAN A
separatist leader blamed
for masterminding last
month’s attack on a
Chinese Consulate

in Pakistan has been
killed in a bombing in
Afghanistan, Pakistani
officials and the
separatist group said
yesterday.
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SYRIA An Israeli security
official has confirmed
responsibility for
overnight airstrikes in
Syria, saying the air force
had hit a series of targets
involved in Iranian arms
transfers to the Hezbollah
militant group.

SAUDI ARABIA’s King
Salman issued a wide-
ranging overhaul of

top government posts
yesterday following
international fallout from
the killing of writer Jamal
Khashoggi nearly three
months ago.
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CONGO Police in
eastern Congo fired live
ammunition and tear gas
yesterday to disperse
more than 100 people
protesting a presidential
election delay, blamed on
a deadly Ebola outbreak,
that means more than

1 million votes will not
count.

ICELAND An SUV
carrying seven members
of a British family
plunged off a high bridge
yesterday in Iceland,
killing three people and
critically injuring the
others, authorities said.

VENEZUELA A strong
earthquake jolted
Venezuelans from their
sleep early yesterday,
forcing residents in

the capital to evacuate
buildings in their pajamas
before sunrise. There
were no immediate
reports of casualties.



