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HONG KONG’s former
top leader Donald
Tsang was released
yesterday after serving
time in prison for failing
to disclose plans to
rent a luxury apartment
from a businessman
granted a government
broadcasting license
during Tsang'’s time in
office. More on p11

CAMBODIA Prime
Minister Hun Sen said
that if Western countries
impose threatened
economic sanctions

on his country, it would
cause the death of

the country’s political
opposition.

INDIA The skies over the
confluence of sacred
rivers in northern India
where millions of Hindu
priests and pilgrims have
come to wash away
their sins at the ancient
Kumbh Mela festival are
thick with toxic dust, a
sign that government
officials are struggling
to grapple with the
country’s worsening air
pollution.

IVORY COAST Judges

at the International
Criminal Court yesterday
acquitted former Ivory
Coast President Laurent
Gbagbo and former
youth minister Charles
Ble Goude of crimes
committed following
disputed elections in
2010, saying prosecutors
failed to prove their

case.
More on backpage
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Gasino revenue could
ontract in January..
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China to cut taxes, keep policy
flexible to counter slowdown ...
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Increase of 8 percent in fire cases reported

Renato Marques

HE Fire Services Bureau

(CB) was called less often
to respond to several types
of incidents over 2018. The
1.3 percent drop was repor-
ted yesterday to the media by
Commissioner Leong Iok Sam
during the CB annual activities
report.

Although the number of cases
decreased (by 609 cases) when
compared to the previous year,
Leong noted that fire-related
cases rose by 8 percent during
2018. According to the CB
head, the increase in these ca-
ses was attributed to “a signifi-
cant number of reported cases
of fire and smoke in electrical
boxes,” particularly during
typhoons and other weather-
related situations.

Leong also explained the re-
gistered decline in the total
number of cases addressed by
the CB in 2018, contrasting the
“extremely high number repor-
ted back in 2017, with the hit of
typhoon Hato. [...] Last year’s
Mangkhut did not generate so
many cases,” he said.

2018 closed with a total of
47,327 incidents lodged. The
number of dispatched am-
bulance cases grew by 270.
The Commissioner noted that
“although we had more cases
[of ambulance dispatching],

CRIME

RENATO MARQUES

S B &

Leong lok Sam

the growth is by just over 200
cases, which in fact represen-
ts a slowdown, since in pre-
vious years we were seeing an
average growth of over 2,000
cases per year,” Leong noted,
highlighting also that this sli-
ght increase did not result in
an increase in the total number

Mainland man killed
in illegal guesthouse

47-year-old man
om the main-

at around 7:30 a.m.

sed was found to have
a shallow wound on

land has been killed in
an illegal guesthouse
in Taipa at the Edi-
ficio Palacio do Su-
cesso, the Judiciary
Police (PJ) reported
yesterday.

Initially, the poli-
ce ruled out murder.
Another two main-
land men were also
involved in the case,
but only sustained in-
juries.

According to the PJ,
the case was handed
over to the bureau by
the Public Security
Police Force (PSP)
yesterday = morning

The police believe
that the deceased and
the other two men
first became invol-
ved in a verbal fight,
which was followed
by a physical brawl.
During the fight, the
now-deceased man
called the police to re-
port the incident.

Firefighters  were
dispatched to the
scene after receiving
the call, whereupon
they sent the man to
the emergency room
of Conde S. Januério
Hospital.

After forensic exa-
mination, the decea-

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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the right hand and
a shallow bruise on
the right side of both
the face and neck. No
other scars were fou-
nd. The cause of dea-
th is yet to be determi-
ned. As for the other
two injured men, the-
re were knife wounds
in the right palm, left
side of the chest and
right shoulder.

The deceased had
been drinking alcohol
before the fight.

The case is currently
under investigation.
the PJ will publicize
any future updates.
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of ambulance services. That fi-
gure decreased by over 2,500
ambulances.

Responsibility for this de-
crease, according to Leong, lies
with the successful campaigns
run by the CB, encouraging
people to refrain from using
ambulance services except in a

Guangzhou eyes
more cooperation
with Macau

UANGZHOU mayor

Wen Guohui said
yesterday that the city
is seeking to strengthen
cooperation with Macau
and Hong Kong to expe-
dite construction of the
Greater Bay Area.

The capital of Guang-
dong Province will work
with the two special ad-
ministrative regions to
build a world-class ur-
ban agglomeration and
a tech innovation corri-
dor linking Guangzhou,

Shenzhen, Hong Kong
and Macau, said Wen
Guohui.

Wen made the revela-
tion while delivering the
government work report
to the annual session of

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho
MANAGING EDITOR_Paulo Barbosa

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Eric Sautedé, Leanda Lee, Severo Portela

real emergency.

Leong foresees some areas in
which the services would focus
on this year, citing the “lear-
ning achieved with the expe-
rience from the last few years
concerning disaster respon-
se.” He noted that the CB has
acquired and updated equip-

AP PHOTO

the city’s people’s con-
gress. During the event,
the city also announ-
ced its 2019 budget of
19 billion yuan (USD2.8
billion) to boost the joint
development of Guang-
dong, Hong Kong and
Macau.

Wen said the city plan-
ned to set up an innova-
tion center for young en-
trepreneurs in the Greater
Bay Area and extend the
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Express Rail
Link into the the center of
Guangzhou. The city will
also expedite construc-
tion of the Guangzhou
campus of Hong Kong
University of Science and
Technology. MDT/Xinhua

ment and vehicles in order to
effectively face any upcoming
situation, as well as provided
training for its frontline staff
in order to “elevate their capa-
city during rescue operations.”

Leong said that this year the
CB plans to acquire “two to
three drones that would be
used in fire detection and fast
information relay on site in an
incident.” He further explai-
ned that “[the drones] would
be used mostly for the detec-
tion of fire outbreaks and for
image collection on site so we
can have fast relay of informa-
tion on the situation and can
deploy the best equipment to
the location.”

Drones wiill
be used In fire
detection

Questioned by the media, the
Commissioner said that the
Services personnel currently
include 1,362 operatives. He
expects that during 2019, tho-
se operatives will be joined
by another 100 currently in
training.

According to Leong, the figu-
re is sufficient but does not fill
the Service’s established 1,600
operative quota completely.

The Canton Tower lit up at night in Guangzhou
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GAMING

Analysts offer

January outloo

ROKERAGE San-
ford C. Bernstein
has warned that Ja-
nuary gross gaming
revenue could contract by as
much as between 8 and 12
percent year-on-year. If cor-
rect, the prediction would
mark the first monthly decli-
ne in growth since the gaming
recession ended in mid-2016.

Gross gaming revenue in
January 2018 amounted to
MOP26.26 billion, represen-
ting a whopping 36.4 percent
year-on-year rise. Curiously,
the Chinese Lunar New Year
- one of the most lucrative
weeks in the Macau’s gaming
calendar - fell in mid-Fe-
bruary last year.

Should this month see a
decline of between 8 and
12 percent, as suggested by
Bernstein, January gross ga-
ming revenue would fall in
the range of MOP23 billion
to MOP24 billion. That would
represent a significant slow-
down from the average mon-
thly revenue of MOP26.26

billion recorded during the
last quarter of 2018, falling
more in line with the avera-
ge monthly take in the same
quarter a year earlier.

Based on the average daily
rate for the week of January 7
to 13, Bernstein analysts wro-
te that revenues at Macau’s
casino operators were being
weighed down by “continued
enforcement of the smoking
ban; the crackdown of the
illegal point-of-sale scheme;
and visitation slowdown in
anticipation of the Chinese
New Year in early February,”
according to a report from
GGR Asia.

With regards to the illegal
point-of-sale scheme, Berns-
tein analysts were referring to
an alleged plot to have moved
about USD153 million from
China to Macau, circumven-
ting the mainland’s currency
controls.

Japanese brokerage No-
mura offered an alternative
perspective for January gross
gaming revenue, suggesting

oomy

that it could hold flat or see as
much as a 5 percent contrac-
tion. According to GGR Asia,
the firm said that U.S. opera-
tors might be less affected by
the point-of-sale issues “as
they tend to be stricter enfor-
cers of the regulations.”

Gaming analysts previous-
ly offered conservative views
for the first month of 2019,
suggesting that the timing of
the Chinese Lunar New Year
would shift earnings into ear-
ly February.

Union Gaming Securities
Asia warned that it expected
a “slow start” to the year and
said it would “not be surpri-
sed if January was flattish and
February was up in the mid/
high single digits.”

Meanwhile, JPMorgan said
it remained bullish on Macau
and recommended holding
shares of the city’s casino ope-
rators even with the expected
dip in gaming revenue this
year. “Most of the negatives
are well-known and already
(if not overly) priced-in,” it

BLOOMBERG

said, according to investment
media, adding that operators
demonstrated their resilience
to macroeconomic develop-
ments on the mainland last
year.

However, Bernstein’s latest
forecast is the most pessimis-
tic since late gaming recovery
began in mid-2016. As the
Times reported earlier this
month, full-year revenue for
2018 amounted to about 84
percent of the MOP360.75
billion brought in at the 2013
peak, up from 74 percent in
2017.

MGM announces
bonus for team
members

MGM announced yesterday that a
discretionary bonus will be paid to its eligible
non-management team members, starting
the end of the month. The bonus is equal to
one month’s salary and will be paid in two
equal installments at the end of January and
mid-February 2019. Grant Bowie, CEO and
Executive Director of MGM China Holdings
Limited, said “the bonus is our appreciation
and recognition to our team members for their
hard work and dedication that strengthen us
every day as an organization. 2019 is the year
that MGM will continue to be bold for change
and to innovate on building our relations
with team members, our customers and the
community,” as cited in a press release.

Wynn Macau bonus
applies to 96 percent
of staff

‘Wynn Macau Ltd yesterday announced

that a “winter bonus” equal to one month’s
gross salary will be paid to all eligible

‘Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace employees,
excluding senior management. According

to a statement released by the company, the
bonus will apply to nearly 96 percent of the
current 13,500-strong workforce. “This bonus
is being awarded to show the company’s
appreciation to all [employees] for their hard
work, commitment and loyalty during what
has been a successful second half of 2018,” the
statement noted.
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Chief Executive affirms
support for local media role

r I YHE Chief Executive,

Chui Sai On, yesterday
pledged to support local
media during a lunch with
representatives of English
and Portuguese-language
media.

In his speech, Chui said
that local media that report
in English and Portuguese
are an element of Macau’s
multicultural environment,
and therefore crucial in pro-
moting further exchanges
between Eastern and Wes-
tern cultures.

Chui said the government
paid great attention to the
media’s opinions and sug-
gestions regarding the go-
vernment’s work tasks.

The CE said that the gover-
nment “strictly upheld the
principles of the freedom of
the press and the freedom to
publish.” He also reviewed
Macau’s general econo-
mic development in 2018,
saying the economy had re-
mained stable with sound
public finances, a high local
employment rate, and im-
provement in terms of the
overall well-being of Ma-

AD

5 ALBERGUE SCM

cau’s people.

Chui went on to acknow-
ledge that 2019 marks the
7oth anniversary of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and
the 20th anniversary of the
MSAR, as well as the year
his successor would be elec-
ted to the role of Chief Exe-
cutive.
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Chui said the Government
would strive to ensure the
two anniversaries were cele-
brated successfully through
various activities, and also
to ensure a smooth election
process and transition to the
next administration.

The Chief Executive had
also hosted a lunch on Mon-

day for representatives of lo-
cal Chinese-language media.
He mentioned that advances
in technology had helped di-
versify the public’s sources
of information. He added the
government would always
help the local media to ad-
dress the challenges created
by new media technology.
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Police detain
suspect of theft
occurred last
month

E Public Security Police Force (PSP)

has detained the suspect of a theft whi-

ch occurred on December 21, 2018 at Rua

de Santa Clara in Macau’s central district.

The suspect, a mainland resident aged over

40 years old who told the police that he is

working as an online sales person, was cau-

ght while trying to reenter the region over

the weekend through the Border Gate che-
ckpoint.

The authorities sought the man after he was
identified through surveillance cameras, as he
is a suspect in the theft of a car parked on Rua
de Santa Clara. According to security camera
footage, the man was seen wandering around
the area for about two hours, approaching the
vehicle several times before managing to steal
from its interior two bags containing skin care
products valued at MOP23,000.

The suspect denied the crime but the police
spokesperson said they have enough evidence
in the video footage to prove the theft.

In a separate case, the PSP also reported that
they found an illegal immigrant, a man over
40 years old from Vietnam, who was caught
in a routine document inspection operation
on January 12 around 9 a.m.

At the time, the man failed to provide do-
cuments and later he admitted he had ille-
gally entered Macau on November 8, 2018 by
swimming from the mainland. He also told
the police that he committed the offence with
the purpose of finding job. RM
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Gov’t plans regulatlons to watch
public companies’ finances

Julie Zhu

E government has re-
vealed to lawmakers that
it has plans to establish
new regulations to mo-

nitor public companies’ financial
situations, according to lawmaker
Chan Chak Mo.

Yesterday, the Second Standing
Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) discussed the enfor-
cement of the government budget
for 20109.

The committee members signed
their opinions on said enforce-
ment.

After yesterday’s discussion was
completed, Chan, together with
Wong Kit Cheng, reported the
proceedings to the media.

According to Chan, the govern-
ment has already submitted the
accounts and reports of four of the
city’s government wholly-owned
companies to the committee.

These four companies are: Ma-
cau Investment and Development
Limited, Transferéncia Electroni-
ca de Dados - Macau Edi Van S.A.
(TEDMEYV), TDM- Teledifusao de
Macau, S.A., and the Macao In-

Chan Chak Mo (right)

dustrial Parks Development Co.,
Lid.

Although the government sub-
mitted financial reports concer-
ning its wholly-owned companies,
the accounts of other companies
in which the SAR government is
an investor were not submitted.

In total, there are nine public
companies in which the govern-
ment has invested.

tion, all issues concerning these
nine companies must be voted
upon and passed at the board
of the company, on the basis of
Macau’s business laws and regu-
lations. As such, the government
did not submit the accounts.

In addition, as reported by Chan,
the committee members expres-
sed their opinions regarding the
company’s accounts. Some mem-
bers consider the documents of

these companies that are availa-
ble to the lawmakers to be insuf-
ficient.

The lawmakers believe that un-
der the conditions of low transpa-
rency, it is difficult for them and
for the public to watch the ope-
rations conducted by these com-
panies.

The committee believes that
transparency concerning the
companies’ information needs to
be reviewed.

In response to the lawmakers,
government representatives pro-
mised to establish an internal ins-
truction to regulate the financial
situation of companies where pu-
blic capital was invested, as well
asto increase the transparency for
the convenience of supervision by
society and the AL.

However, the government did
not provide a timetable for the
establishment of this instruction.

The government also expres-
sed that it will research the es-
tablishment of specific laws and
regulations to regulate financial
arrangements and reports of the
financial situations of public-fun-

According to Chan’s explana-

Air Macau transported
nearly 3.3 million
passengers in 2018

IR Macau trans-
orted 40 percent

of the 8.26 million pas-
sengers that traveled
to the region using the

Macau International
Airport (MIA) last year,
Macau International

Airport Co. Ltd. (CAM)
announced in a state-
ment this week.

According to the firm,
Air Macau has conti-
nued to increase the
frequency of flights on
regional routes to the
mainland and Japan,
having added passenger
travel time options.

The south extension
of the MIA Terminal
Building will commence
construction in the first
quarter of this year and
CAM is expecting that
the capacity of the termi-
nal will reach 10 million
passengers per year after
completion in 2020.

In order to improve
passengers’  check-in
efficiency in the air-
port, Air Macau and
CAM have reached a

consensus to upgrade
e-commerce and online
check-in functions, and
to study process time
control schemes to cater
to current travel habits.

For 2019, the airport
management pledged
to continue expanding
in terms of passenger
numbers and facilities,
such as fully develo-
ping long-haul routes,
and aimed to change
the current passenger
market structure.

The airport achieved
a new record for pas-
senger traffic in 2018,
registering 8.26 million
arriving and departing
passengers, 15 percent

more than 2017. The
infrastructure handled
over 65,000 aircraft
movements, represen-
ting an increase of 12
percent from 2017.
There are currently
27 airlines operating at
MIA, connecting Macau
to 51 destinations.
Among them, the
passenger traffic from
mainland China, Sou-
theast Asia and Nor-
theast Asia routes ac-
count for 37 percent
and 41 percent of the
total passenger volume
of the airport.

In 2018, the airport
added ten new interna-
tional routes.

ded companies.

G2E to launch FinTech
segment to its expo

LOBAL Gaming Expo

(G2E) Asiaislaunching its
new show segment, “Financial
Technology Asia,” at the 13th
edition of the gaming event,
which will be held from May
21 to 23 at The Venetian Ma-
cao.

“Financial Technology Asia”
will be jointly organized by
G2E Asia and Blockchain Labs
Co., Limited.

The new segment will provi-
de a platform where attendees
can meet and explore new
partnerships and business
opportunities with financial
professionals, as cited in a
press release issued by G2E.

These professionals range
from casino and gaming plat-
form operators to banking and
financial institutions, funding
and venture capitalists and
FinTech system integrators.

The segment will bring to-
gether members of FinTech
from an exclusively Asian
perspective to share insights,
and will cover blockchain te-
chnology for gaming and lot-
tery, as well as innovations in
payments and cyber security.

“We are pleased to be part-
nering with Blockchain Labs
to organize the Financial Te-
chnology Asia exhibit segment
and high-level forum,” said

Josephine Lee, chief operating
officer of Reed Exhibitions
Greater China.

“G2E Asia’s new coverage of
the financial aspects of cyber
security directly responds to
market needs, while providing
financial technology and busi-
ness solutions for the whole of
the gaming and entertainment
industry.”

“Financial Technology Asia”
will spotlight Asia-Pacific’s
FinTech industry, which is
expected to grow at a compou-
nd annual growth rate of 72.5
percent from 2015 to 2020,
reaching USD72 billion.

According to G2E, it will pro-
vide a unique opportunity for
financial technology and solu-
tion providers to showcase the
latest solutions and services,
including cloud financial solu-
tions, block chain technology,
cybersecurity, FinTech and
payment solutions.

Jack Liao, CEO of Block-
chain Labs, said “We’re abso-
lutely delighted to work with
G2E Asia to co-organize Fi-
nancial Technology Asia. [...]
It is a great honor [to] join
hands in launching Financial
Technology Asia as one of the
key segments and highligh-
ted features of the upcoming
event in May 2019.”

Girl in serious
condition due
to flu

As of Monday night, a one-
year-old local girl is in serious
condition after she was
diagnosed with the influenza
A virus, the Health Bureau
(SSM) reported. Within the
24 hours of 1 p.m. on Sunday,
the SSM received four cases
of influenza accompanied by
pneumonia. In addition to
these four individual cases,
the SSM received five cases of
group infections, involving a
total of 66 students. One of the
students, from the Escola De
Santa Teresa Macau, had to
remain hospitalized but is in
a stable condition. The other
students’ health situations
were deemed ordinary.

DSI expands
24-hour
self-service
area

Following the introduction of
round-the-clock self-service
applications for the Certificate
of Criminal Record, the
Identification Services Bureau
has extended the self-service
application period for the
Certificate of Personal Data to
24 hours, and expanded the
24-hour service location to the
Government Services Centre in
Areia Preta. Round-the-clock
self-service facilities to apply
for the Certificate of Criminal
Record and the Certificate of
Personal Data are also available
at DST’s electronic services area
on the ground floor of the China
Plaza in Avenida de Grande
Praia, the Islands District Public
Services Centre — Seac Pai Van
Station and DST’s self-service
station in Seac Pai Van. Citizens
can also apply for the Certificate
of Criminal Record and the
Certificate of Personal Data
online.

Local woman
robbed her
own house for
gambling

A 22-year-old local woman

has been arrested after she
robbed her own house and her
father, the Judiciary Police
(PJ) reported yesterday. The
suspect robbed her house
together with her ex-boyfriend.
In total, the couple stole
MOP100,000 in property from
her father, having committed
the crime in order to raise
money for illegal football
betting. The police also found
that the woman had previously
robbed RMB30,000 from

her house to pay back her
debts, also accumulated from
illegal football betting. The PJ
seized around MOP4,000 in
Anniversary Banknotes.
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Atlantic City casino revenue up,
but newbies hurt others

Wayne Parry, Atlantic City

O reopened casinos and

half a year of sports betting

helped push Atlantic City’s ca-

sino revenue up 7.5 percent in

2018 to nearly USD2.86 billion,

state gambling regulators said
yesterday [Macau time].

But the news was bad for most
of the casinos that existed before
the Hard Rock and Ocean Resort
casinos opened in June. Of tho-
se seven casinos, six won less in
2018 than they had in 2017, the
latest of several recent indica-
tions that concerns about whe-
ther Atlantic City was re-expan-
ding its market to an unsustaina-
ble size were valid.

Sports betting saw the casinos
and two racetracks take in $1.24
billion since the first wagers were
taken in June. For the less than
six months that sports betting
was legal last year, it generated
just over $94 million in revenue
for casinos and tracks. The state
got $10.4 million in sports bet-
ting taxes.

Ocean Resort is the former Re-
vel, which closed in 2014; Hard
Rock is the former Trump Taj
Mabhal, which closed two years
later. Both reopened the same
day last year, June 27.

After a brutal stretch that saw
five casinos shut down between
2014 and 2016, Atlantic City had
been doing reasonably well as a
slimmed-down market with less
competition and a boost from in-
ternet gambling. Increased com-
petition from casinos in neighbo-
ring states including Pennsylva-
nia and New York cannibalized
Atlantic City’s casino revenue,
helping lead to the shut downs.

AP PHOTO

People walking on the boardwalk in Atlantic City

When plans were announced
for Hard Rock and Ocean Resort
to open, elation about the resto-
red jobs, tax revenue and addi-
tional weekend hotel rooms was
tempered by concern that Atlan-
tic City might be making the
same mistake twice in having
more casinos than the market
can support.

James Plousis, chairman of
the New Jersey Casino Control
Commission, noted that 2018
was the third straight year that
Atlantic City’s gambling reve-
nue increased. But he did note
the impact on the older casi-
nos from the arrival of the two

newcomers.

“While the city had a good
year, market adjustments from
competition occurred and will
continue into 2019,” he said in
a news release. “The continuing
strength of internet gaming
plus a growing sports wagering
market will provide the industry
with tools to compete.”

Of Atlantic City’s seven casi-
nos that operated before the two
new additions last year, only
the Golden Nugget showed a
revenue increase for the year.
It was up 13.7 percent to $327.8
million.

Even the Borgata, Atlantic Ci-
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ty’s perennial market leader,
saw its casino revenue decline in
2018. It was down 4 percent to
$771.1 million.

Tropicana was down 2.5 per-
cent to nearly $381 million, but
it remained the city’s No. 2 ca-
sino in terms of gambling reve-
nue.

Resorts was down 3.3 percent
to $184.2 million; Harrah’s
was down 8.4 percent to al-
most $333 million; Bally’s was
down 9.1 percent to nearly $192
million, and Caesars was down
13.5 percent to $281.3 million.

Hard Rock won $166.7 million
from late June through the end

AP PHOTO

of the year, while Ocean Resort
won $101.1 million during that
same period.

Ocean Resort changed hands
last week, with an as-yet unan-
nounced company assuming
a majority ownership stake in
it in return for making a $70
million investment to help keep
it running. The ownership chan-
ge was widely seen as another
indication that the market was
not ready for the kind of expan-
sion it underwent last summer.
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While the city
had a good
year, market
adjustments
from
competition
occurred and
will continue
into 2019.

JAMES PLOUSIS
NEW JERSEY CASINO CONTROL
COMMISSION

Internet gambling took in
nearly $300 million last year,
an increase of 21.6 percent over
2017 and one of the true bright
spots for New Jersey’s gambling
market. Of the two internet-on-
ly gambling entities in the sta-
te, Resorts Digital was up 76.3
percent to $75.7 million, and
Caesars Interactive-NJ was up
5.9 percent to $45.5 million.
The Golden Nugget won $104
million online last year, about
twice what its nearest competi-
tor, the Borgata, did.

Among  racetracks  offe-

ring sports betting, the Mea-
dowlands earned $31.3 million
in sports betting revenue, and
Monmouth Park earned $12.4
million. AP

Huawei founder says company
would not share user secrets

HE founder of

Huaweli, in a new effort
to allay Western securi-
ty concerns, said yester-
day that the Chinese tech
giant would not comply
with Chinese government
requests to disclose confi-
dential information about
its foreign customers and
their communication ne-
tworks.

Ren Zhengfei spoke in a
rare meeting with foreign
reporters as Huawei Te-
chnologies Ltd. counters
concerns that threaten to
hamper its access to global
markets. Telecom carriers
are preparing to spend

billions of dollars on next-
generation technology.

Ren’s comments were
the 74-year-old former
military engineer’s first
public response to foreign
accusations his company
is controlled by the ruling
Communist Party or is re-
quired to facilitate Chinese
spying.

The United States, Aus-
tralia, Japan and some
other governments have
imposed curbs on using
Huawei technology over
such concerns.

Asked how the company
would respond to an offi-
cial demand for confiden-

tial details about its custo-
mers and their operations,
Ren said, “We would defi-
nitely say no to such a re-
quest.”

Asked whether Huawei
might go to court, Ren said
it would be up to Chinese
authorities to “file litiga-
tion” if the company rejec-
ted such a request.

Ren said neither he nor
the company have ever
received a government re-
quest for “improper infor-
mation” about anyone.

Huawei, the biggest glo-
bal supplier of network
equipment used by phone
and internet companies,

says it is employee-owned.
Ren said no government
entity or any other investor
who isn’t a current or for-
mer employee owns “one
cent of Huawei shares.”

Ren said Huawei has no
research cooperation with
the ruling party’s military
wing, the People’s Libe-
ration Army. He said the
company also has no de-
dicated unit for military
sales and he knew of no
purchases of civilian tech-
nology by the PLA.

Ren is the father of
Huawei’s chief financial
officer, Meng Wanzhou,
who was arrested Dec. 1

W
Ren Zhengfei

in Canada on U.S. charges
related to possible viola-
tions of trade sanctions on
Iran.

Ren said he misses his
daughter but couldn’t dis-

cuss her case while it was
before a court. However,
he said Huawei obeys the
law, including trade sanc-
tions, in every country
where it operates. AP
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ANGOLA

Economy
in the third

NGOLA recorded

a 1.6 percent eco-

nomic contraction

in the third quarter
of 2018 and ended the year
with an inflation rate of 18.6
percent, the National Statis-
tics Institute (INE) said on
Monday in Luanda.

José Calenge, from the Na-
tional Accounts and Statisti-
cal Coordination Department
of INE, said that the year-on-
year drop in gross domestic
product in the third quarter
was due to poor performan-
ce in sectors such as oil, dia-
monds and agriculture.

In the period under analy-
sis, the oil sector had a ne-
gative performance of -10.6
percent, diamonds (-16.5
percent), agro-livestock (-2.3
percent), fisheries (-18.9 per-
cent), transport (-5.9 per-
cent), telecommunications
(-3.5 percent), among others.

This is the third consecuti-
ve quarter of recession in the
Angolan economy in 2018,
after declines of 4.6 percent
in the first quarter and of 7.4
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Construction cranes operate among new skyscrapers being built in Luanda

percent in the second quar-
ter, according to figures pre-
viously announced by INE.
INE figures show that the
third quarter of 2017 was the
last one in which the eco-
nomy in Angola grew — by
2.79 percent of GDP — com-

pared with the same period
of the previous year.

The 2018 inflation rate, in
turn, was 60 basis points
higher than the government
forecast included in the Ge-
neral State Budget bill for
2019, which was presented

contracted by 1.6pct
quarter of 2018

in parliament last October
and has since been appro-
ved.

Prior to this downward re-
view, the government fore-
cast an inflation rate of 28.8
percent for the full year 2018.
MDT/Macauhub

More shipping
connections
between Cape
Verde, Portugal

OLUDA Lines, the shipping com-

pany of the Boluda Corporaci6on
Maritima group from Canarias, on Fe-
bruary 1 will increase the frequency of
shipping connections between Portu-
gal, Spain and Cape Verde, the group
said in a statement.

In the case of Cape Verde, Boluda
Lines will offer a weekly service with
stops in Sal, Boa Vista and Mindelo,
becoming, according to the statement,
the first shipping company to provi-
de this regular transport service on a
weekly basis.

The Spanish group justified the boost
to the links with the “good results”
achieved since it opened the new com-
mercial line with the Cape Verdean
archipelago in 2017, from the Canary
Islands, as well as the “strong focus” on
responding to the needs of the hotels
and tourism sector, which is “essential
for the development” of the archipela-
go.

“Since 2017, Cape Verde, through
Boluda Lines, has received a diver-
sified offer of fruit, vegetables and
other fresh products for the main hotel
chains, which offers a unique logistics
solution in the market, reducing time
and regularity of shipments, backed by
its state-of-the-art refrigerated contai-
ners,” the report said. MDT/Macauhub
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Trade war delaying Chinese
automaker’s US plans

Jeff Karoub, Tom Krisher

E US.-China trade war

has delayed but not derailed

Chinese automaker GAC Mo-

tor’s plans to enter the American

market, company officials said
Monday.

Company President Yu Jun,
speaking at Detroit’s North Ame-
rican International Auto Show,
said the dispute is a factor in
moving its U.S. product launch
from the end of this year — as it
announced at last year’s show —
to June 2020. Still, analysts think
they might have a longer road to
the market.

President Donald Trump im-
posed tariff increases of up to
25 percent on USD250 billion of
Chinese imports over complaints
Beijing steals or pressures com-
panies to hand over technology.
President Xi Jinping responded
by imposing penalties on $110
billion of American goods.

Washington wants Beijing to
change its plans to use govern-
ment support to make Chinese
companies world leaders in robo-
tics and advanced technologies.
Chinese officials have suggested
Beijing might alter its industrial
plans but reject pressure to aban-
don what they consider a path to
prosperity and global influence.

A Dec. 1 agreement postponed
further tariff increases. Econo-
mists say the 9o-day postpone-
ment of additional tariff increases
that had been meant to take effect

AP PHOTO

Jan. 1 may be too short to settle
the disputes bedeviling U.S.-Chi-
nese relations.

Yu said the 25 percent auto ta-
riffs would cause prices to rise to
the point that GAC’s cars aren’t
competitive. He’s optimistic that
the trade dispute will be resolved
in time for his company to meet
its latest goal.

“China and the United States
are the world’s two largest econo-
mies, so their trade tensions will
not only affect these two coun-
tries but also the entire world,”
he said through an interpreter.
“So we believe the leaders of both
countries will show their wisdom
and the vision for the common in-
terest of the entire world.”

Yu acknowledged GAC’s “uphill
battle” to entering the U.S.
market but he noted the company
is making “steady progress.” In
addition to opening the design
centers in Los Angeles, Silicon
Valley and Detroit, he said it ex-
pects to have its North American
sales company running by March.
After that, GAC will start to esta-
blish a distribution network and
build brand awareness in the U.S.

GAC officials visited the Natio-
nal Automobile Dealers Associa-
tion convention last March, hol-
ding an event that attracted 130
dealership companies from 30
states representing 1,100 dealers,
he said. He added many expres-
sed a “keen interest” in working

with the company, which has
continued discussions with them.
GAC plans to attend the conven-
tion again this year.

“By entering the U.S. we can
examine our own capabilities and
challenge ourselves to build even
better products,” he said.

IHS Markit analyst Stephanie
Brinley said GAC’s announce-
ment underscores its commit-
ment to launch in the U.S., but
stressed the company must jump
many hurdles, starting with regu-
latory and trade, and then con-
sumer awareness and considera-
tion.

It could all “take several years to
overcome,” she said.

“However, if the company can

maintain its patience and com-
mitment, it is ultimately a ques-
tion of when rather than if they
reach the U.S. market,” she ad-
ded.

At its fifth Detroit show, GAC
unveiled a concept called the En-
tranze. The “hyper family car”
comes from GAC’s Los Angeles
design center and Yu said the
sleek, seven-person crossover, is
the first to be designed in the U.S.
However, GAC’s first vehicle in
the U.S. is expected to be the GS8,
a full-size SUV that will cost about
$30,000.

dd
By entering

the US we

can examine
our own
capabilities
and challenge
ourselves to
build even
better products.

YU JUN
GAC MOTOR PRESIDENT

GAC sought to tamp down the
trade tensions and put on a show
for the assembled journalists,
featuring dancers who aggres-
sively pulled the tarp off the En-
tranze and executives who spoke
glowingly of the U.S. and a history
of commerce between the nations
that has benefited consumers.

“We believe American consu-
mers will enjoy our products,” Yu
said. AP

Tax-cut strategy implemented

HINA’S government

is turning increasin-
gly to tax cuts as the first
line of defense against a
slowing economy, as cre-
dit data released yesterday
showed some vindication
of its gradual stimulus
strategy.

Further evidence of the
dominance of fiscal mea-
sures emerged, as senior
policy officials pledged
that tax reductions on a
“larger scale” are in the
pipeline, amid worsening
output and trade data. JP-
Morgan Chase & Co. eco-
nomists estimate the to-
tal impact will be around
2 trillion yuan (USD300
billion), or 1.2 percent of
gross domestic product.

That’s a departure from
the infrastructure bin-
ges coupled with massive
monetary stimulus that
were deployed in the af-
termath of global financial
crisis. Beijing is trying to
put a floor under the eco-

nomic slowdown without
another debt blowout,
with some success: Credit
growth exceeded expec-
tations in December, and
the central bank has ma-
naged to curb riskier sha-
dow banking throughout
the year.

“At the moment the
room for monetary poli-
cies is limited, and fiscal
policies such as tax cuts
are the crucial tool,” said
Cui Li, head of macro re-
search at CCB Internatio-
nal Holdings Ltd. in Hong
Kong. The high leverage
and property prices have
limited the chances of
massive monetary stimu-
lus, she said. “But as a pro-
growth measure, tax cuts
will take effects at a slower
pace compared to infras-
tructure binges,” she said.

Last May the govern-
ment cut value added ta-
xes for manufacturing,
transportation, construc-
tion, telecommunications

and farm produce indus-
tries, followed by a cut in
personal income taxes and
the introduction of more
deductions. Earlier this
month, the State Council
announced a $29-billion
annual tax cut plan for
small companies.

The change of approach
is being driven largely by
China’s debt load, which
makes funding a splurge
on bridges and railways
dangerous for financial
stability. Against the ba-
ckdrop of slowing global
growth and the trade war
with the U.S. though, it’s
not clear whether the new
approach will be enough
to stabilize the economy.

The government “has
grasped the problem” af-
ter years of over-invest-
ment led to low efficiency
and surging debts,” JP
Morgan economists led
by Zhu Haibin wrote in
a report. The impact on
growth could be modest

though, they wrote as
more vigorous tax collec-
tion can dampen the be-
nefit and the transmission
of tax cuts to the economy
is uncertain.

In all, the reductions
may boost gross domestic
product growth by 0.46
percentage point, the eco-
nomists said. The world’s
second-largest economy is
being hit by a confluence
of slowing global growth
and by uncertainty linked
to the trade war - factors
that are expected to linger
in the near term, at least.

Zhu Hexin, deputy gover-
nor of the People’s Bank of
China, Xu Hongcai, assis-
tant minister of the Minis-
try of Finance, and Lian
Weiliang, vice chairman of
the National Development
and Reform Commission,
briefed reporters on the
policy changes yesterday
in Beijing, and also pled-
ged to support consump-
tion of cars and household

goods. Chinese vehicle
sales fell for the first time
in 28 years, data released
Monday showed.

Xu said that the gover-
nment would allow lo-
cal governments to issue
more special bonds in
2019 compared to 2018 to
ensure continuous cons-
truction of ongoing infras-
tructure projects, but that
this doesn’t mean weaker
oversight.

“Tax reduction is almost
the only way to boost per-
sonal consumption and
private businesses” whi-
ch are the main worries
in the current slowdown,
said Wang Jian, a Shan-
ghai-based economist
at Shenwan Hongyuan
Group Co. “The govern-
ment is very reluctant to
go back to the big stimu-
lus, and relaxing property
policy is unlikely.”

The nation’s augmented
fiscal deficit -- taking into
account quasi-fiscal efforts

as lending stabilizes

such as special bonds and
land sales - will jump to
11.3 percent of the econo-
mic output this year from
10.7 percent last year, JP-
Morgan forecast. Bloom-
berg reported that China
will widen its fiscal short-
fall earlier this month.
China also announced
three rounds of import
tariff cuts last year, in an
effort to cut costs for con-
sumers, and implement
President Xi Jinping’s pro-
mises to open up further.
Worse-than-expected
trade data published Mon-
day underlines the risk to
the economy in the first
quarter, as its still unclear
how much new credit is
filtering through to where
it’'s needed. The strategy
has also yet to turn arou-
nd sentiment in the real
economy, which could re-
gister the slowest growth
in nearly three decades in
data scheduled for release
next week. Blooomberg
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Beijing pulling out all
stops in Ganada tensions

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

HINESE President Xi

Jinping’s government

is sparing no expense to

its international reputa-
tion in its determination to force
Canada to back down over the
case of a Chinese telecommuni-
cations executive it detained last
month.

While Beijing formally denies
any connection, the arrest of
two Canadians on vague natio-
nal security charges and the re-
sentencing of a convicted Cana-
dian drug smuggler to death on
Monday point to a determined
campaign of intimidation and
retribution.

And while global perceptions
of China’s adherence to free tra-
de and rule of law may take a
beating, for Xi and other highly
nationalistic Communist lea-
ders, the stakes are simply too
high.

“The Chinese will stop at no-
thing because it’s a huge loss of
face, for both the Chinese gover-
nment and Xi Jinping in parti-
cular,” said Willy Lam, an expert
on Chinese politics at the Chine-
se University of Hong Kong.

Canada detained Meng Wan-
zhou, chief financial officer of
Chinese telecommunications
giant Huawei, on Dec. 1 at the
request of the United States. The
U.S. wants Meng, who is also the
daughter of Huawei’s founder,
extradited to face charges that
she committed fraud by mislea-
ding banks about the company’s
business dealings in Iran.

China responded nine days
later by arresting former Ca-
nadian diplomat Michael Ko-
vrig and businessman Michael
Spavor. On Monday, a Chinese
court sentenced Robert Lloyd
Schellenberg to death, overtur-

HONG KONG
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Robert Lloyd Schellenberg attends his retrial at the Dalian Intermediate People’s Court

ning a 15-year prison term han-
ded down earlier.

The actions fit a pattern of re-
taliation against nations that
offend China, which sometimes
extends to their citizens inside
the country. Past instances have
shown China willing to endu-
re long freezes in relations and
subsequent damage to its natio-
nal image.

China suspended its bilate-
ral trade deal with Norway and
restricted imports of Norwegian
salmon when the Nobel peace
prize was awarded to political
prisoner Liu Xiaobo in 2010.
Britain and other countries were
retaliated against over meetings
with the Tibetan spiritual leader
the Dalai Lama, considered a
dangerous separatist by Beijing,
and in 2014, a Canadian couple
was detained in northeastern
China and charged with espio-
nage following Canada’s arrest
of a man accused of stealing U.S.
aviation secrets for China.

Analysts say they have little
doubt Kovrig and Spavor’s cases
are related to Meng’s, and the
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handing down of tougher sen-
tences on appeal is rare enough
to arouse suspicion.

“This really hurts China” and
its efforts to promote its influen-
ce around the world, said David
Zweig, a Canadian who directs
the Center on China’s Trans-
national Relations at the Hong
Kong University of Science and
Technology.

“Xi Jinping has been talking
so much about promoting soft
power [...] I certainly think that
it hurts China’s soft power and
its argument that it supports the
rule of law,” Zweig said.

Retaliating against Canada, wi-
dely seen as a benign influence
on the global order, also offers
fewer dividends for China than
confronting the U.S., which is
regarded by many in the inter-
national community as at least
as much of a bully as China,
Zweig said.

“China doesn’t win any points
by pushing around Canada,” he
said.

However, Beijing’s dismissive
attitude toward Canada seems

very much in line with its binary
view of the world as divided
into “big” or powerful nations
that need to be deferred to, and
“small” ones which China can
afford to push around, said Ste-
ve Tsang, director of the China
Institute at London’s School of
Oriental and African Studies.

China is picking on Canada
“because they can,” said Tsang.
“It will have lots of negative ef-
fects on China’s standing in the
world and international percep-
tions of China.”

He said Beijing’s handling of
the case shows its refusal to re-
cognize the concept of an inde-
pendent judiciary, something
unknown in China, where the
ruling Communist Party con-
trols the courts. As the daugh-
ter of the founder of Huawei
— closely connected to China’s
powerful military and consi-
dered something of a national
treasure — Meng is afforded
special status, Tsang said.

While he predicts further steps
by Beijing to pressure Canada,
Tsang said he doubts they will

have any bearing on the result.

“It will have no impact in ter-
ms of how the Canadian govern-
ment deals with the Meng case,”
he said.

International observers also
point to the strikingly different
ways in which the cases are
being handled by the two coun-
tries. While Meng has been af-
forded a lawyer and released on
bail to her Vancouver mansion,
Kovrig and Spavor are being
held in cells with only minimal
consular access. Canada has
also complained that as a for-
mer diplomat, Kovrig should be
accorded a degree of immunity.

The timing and circumstan-
ces of Schellenberg’s resenten-
cing are also being called into
question. While his case was on
appeal, the speed with which the
new hearing was held, with only
four days’ notice, drew criticism
from Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau — and a subse-
quent sharp rebuke of him by
Beijing.

Underlying China’s behavior
is the apparent conviction that
Meng’s detention was a political
act that must be responded to
in kind. Given the limited infor-
mation about the cases allowed
by government censors, Chinese
have “no sense that Ms. Meng
was grabbed for anything other
than political reasons,” Zweig
said.

“And if it’s completely political,
then I guess in their viewpoint,
kidnapping people is just tit-for-
tat,” he said.

On Beijing’s frigid streets
Tuesday, public opinion seemed
to be running strongly in the go-
vernment’s favor.

“It shows China is standing up”
to Canada, said teacher Liang
Reufen, adding that she hopes
the matter will not be “elevated
to a political level.”

Finance worker Huo Yong said
politics were already inextrica-
bly tied up in the case.

“We should pressure them
since they use politics to con-
tain our economic growth,” said
Huo. “My attitude is, ‘whoever
bullies us, we should bully them
back.” AP

Ex-leader Tsang released after serving sentence

Violet Law, Hong Kong

ONG Kong’s former

top leader Donald
Tsang was released yes-
terday after serving time
in prison for failing to dis-
close plans to rent a luxury
apartment from a busines-
sman granted a govern-
ment broadcasting license
during Tsang’s time in of-
fice.

The 74-year-old Tsang,
who served as Hong
Kong’s chief executive
from 2005 to 2012, is the
highest-ranking former or

current official sent to pri-
son for wrongdoing in the
Asian financial hub, which
prides itself on a reputa-
tion for clean governance.

The apartment, which is
in mainland China, was
for his retirement.

Tsang’s 2017 conviction
was a stunning downfall
for the longtime civil ser-
vant whose career span-
ned both British colonial
rule and Hong Kong’s re-
turn to China in 1997. Last
week, Hong Kong’s Court
of Final Appeal accepted
his petition to try to get his

conviction overturned.

It also contrasts with the
Hong Kong Justice De-
partment’s decision late
last month not to prosecu-
te former Chief Executive
C.Y. Leung for failing to
report a 50 million Hong
Kong dollar (USD6.4
million) payout from Aus-
tralian engineering firm
UGL Limited in its takeo-
ver of a company where
Leung was a director.

The decision came after a
four-year investigation by
the city’s anti-graft agency.

After serving one term

as chief executive, Leung
was appointed in 2017 to
China’s legislature as a
vice chairman. Tsang tur-
ned down an appointment
from Beijing.

Political =~ commentator
Ching Cheong said that
Beijing is suspected of
pressuring the Justice De-
partment to drop the case.

“Both men failed to de-
clare their interest before
serving the city’s highest
office, but one was sent to
prison the other got off,”
Ching said. “That’s where
the injustice lies.” AP
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Lee Hsien Loong

SINGAPORE

Hackers who targeted
PM won’t be named

INGAPORE officials said

vesterday that it isn’t in the
country’s interest to nab — or
even name — the perpetrator
of a cyberattack that breached
1.5 million health records, in-
cluding those of Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong.

An inquiry into the July 4
breach, believed to be the lar-
gest in Singapore’s history,
concluded that it was likely sta-
te-linked. The inquiry called for
hearings and considered fac-

JAPAN

Court denies bail to

tors like the attacker’s persis-
tence, resources and advanced
tactics.

In a public report released last
week, it said “the attacker had a
clear goal in mind, namely the
personal and outpatient medi-
cation data of the Prime Minis-
ter in the main.” Lee is a two-
time cancer survivor.

Minister of Communication
and Information S. Iswaran,
who is also in charge of cyber-
security, told Parliament yes-

terday that the attacker could
not be named for “national se-
curity reasons” and the copied
personal data has not “emerged
in any form” on the dark web.
The country has strengthened
its cybersecurity portfolio since
the breach, Iswaran said. It will
adopt new systems, such as one
that can aggregate, analyze and
isolate threats in real time.
Iswaran added that actions
have been taken against indi-
viduals and organizations that

Nissan’s ex-chair Ghosn

E Tokyo District
Court turned down
a request by Nissan’s
former chairman Carlos
Ghosn for release on bail
yesterday, prolonging his
detention by weeks and
possibly months.

Ghosn, 64, who was
arrested on Nov. 19, has
been charged with fal-
sifying financial reports
in underreporting his
compensation, and with
breach of trust in having
Japanese automaker Nis-
san Motor Co. shoulder
investment losses and
make payments to a Sau-
di businessman.

His lawyers, who re-
quested his release last

AP PHOTO

could have “limited or stopped”
hackers.

“That is the totality of our res-
ponse,” he said. “I don’t think we
should reduce whether we have
confidence in the sense of justice
to just one specific point, that the-
re’s no public attribution of the
perpetrator.”

Pressed by a member of Parlia-
ment, Iswaran said naming the
perpetrator was “not in our inte-
rest.”

“And it’s not because we lack the
legislative capacity to do so, if in-
deed it is within our jurisdiction,”
he added.

Around 1.5 million people who
visited outpatient clinics in Sin-
gapore from May, 1, 2015, to July
4 last year had their personal data
accessed and copied. This inclu-
ded names, identification card
numbers, addresses, race, gender
and dates of birth. Of that total,
160,000 had their records of dis-
pensed medicines copied too.

Officials have said that patients’
information was not amended or
deleted. They also said hackers
did not have access to other re-
cords, such as diagnosis docu-
ments, test results or doctors’
notes.

Lee, who has been prime minis-
ter since 2004, has said he didn’t
know what the attackers were ho-
ping to find.

He has been treated for inter-
mediate-grade malignant lym-
phoma and prostate cancer. In
2015, he underwent surgery to re-
move his prostate gland and was
subsequently given the all-clear
sign by doctors.

“My medication data is not so-
mething I would ordinarily tell
people about, but there is nothing
alarming in it,” Lee said on Face-
book last year after news of the
breach broke. AP

last week, his first public
appearance since his ar-
rest.

Ghosn says the com-
pensation that he allege-
dly failed to report was
neither agreed upon nor
paid.

Regarding the breach
of trust charges, he said
Nissan suffered no losses
and the payments were
for legitimate services.

Tokyo prosecutors say
they have enough evi-
dence for a case, althou-
gh they won’t disclose
details until the trial.

On Monday, Ghosn’s
wife  Carole  Ghosn
appealed for her hus-
band’s release in a letter
to the group Human Ri-
ghts Watch, saying the
detention was “cruel and
inhumane.”

Japan’s judicial system
has long been criticized
for long harsh deten-
tions, severe interroga-

AP PHOTO

week, appealed the rejec-

tion yesterday.
Yesterday’s  decision

was expected since Mo-

tonari Ohtsuru, one of
Ghosn’s lawyers, had
warned that suspects in
Japan often are detained

until their trials start. Oh-
tsuru said the complexity
of Ghosn’s case means it
could take half a year be-

fore it goes to trial.
Ghosn, who led Nissan

for two decades, asserted

his innocence in court

tion tactics and the lack
of a presumption that
suspects are innocent un-
til proven guilty. AP
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AUSTRALIA

State to
pump oxygen
Into rivers as
fish die

A. N Australian state govern-
ent yesterday announced

plans to mechanically pump
oxygen into lakes and rivers af-
ter hundreds of thousands of
fish have died in heatwave con-
ditions.

Up to a million dead fish were
found floating last week in the
Darling River in western New
South Wales state and the sta-
te government announced that
1,800 more rotting fish had sin-
ce been found in Lake Hume in
the state’s south.

Minister for Regional Water
Niall Blair said 16 battery-powe-
red aerators had been bought
and would be placed in various
drought-affected waterways af-
ter they are delivered by Wed-
nesday.

“They are a Band-Aid solution;
we admit that,” Blair told repor-
ters.

“Nothing will stop this fish kill
unless we get proper river flows
and water levels in our dams
back up to normal. We are doing
everything we can to try and li-
mit the damage,” he added.

Experts blame heatwave condi-
tions across much of Australia,
drought and algal blooms for
starving waterways of oxygen.

Blair rejected some criticisms
that governments were allowing
irrigators to take too much water
from the Murray-Darling Basin,
Australia’s main river system,
which winds across four states
and is where a third of the na-
tion’s food is produced.

Water experts were meeting
in Canberra yesterday to decide
how the nation should respond
to the water quality crisis.

Australian National Universi-
ty water expert Daniel Connell
said many more fish would likely
die with heatwave conditions
forecast to continue until the
weekend.

“It’s a very predictable crisis,”
Connell said.

Connell said taking water from
the system to irrigate had likely
contributed to the poor water
quality in rivers as well as the
drought which is impacting most
of New South Wales.

“By massively reducing the
amount of water in the system,
you produce much hotter water,
you produce conditions that are
much more conducive to algal
blooms,” he said. AP
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North Korea’s nuclear
program quietly advances

IM Jong Un told the

world this month that

North Korea took steps

o stop making nuclear
weapons in 2018, a shift from his
earlier public statements. The
evidence shows production has
continued, and possibly expan-
ded.

Satellite-imagery analysis and
leaked American intelligence su-
ggest North Korea has churned
out rockets and warheads as qui-
ckly as ever in the year since Kim
halted weapons tests, a move
that led to his June summit with
U.S. President Donald Trump.
The regime probably added se-
veral intercontinental ballistic
missiles, nuclear proliferation
analysts say, with one arms con-
trol group estimating that Kim
gained enough fissile material
for about six more nuclear bom-
bs, bringing North Korea’s total
to enough for between 30 to 60.

“There is no indication that
their nuclear and missile pro-
grams have slowed or paused,”
said Melissa Hanham, the di-
rector of the One Earth Future
Foundation’s Datayo Project and
an expert in using satellite ima-
gery and other publicly available
data to analyze weapons prolife-
ration. “Rather it has reached a
new stage.”

Recent reports have shown
that North Korea continued to
operate two suspected uranium
enrichment facilities - one near
its long-established Yongbyon
nuclear center and another lo-
cation suspected of being a gas

THAILAND
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centrifuge site. In July, U.S. Se-
cretary of State Michael Pompeo
acknowledged in Senate testi-
mony that North Korea was still
producing fissile material.

Other reports suggest North
Korea bolstered its arsenal in
the run-up to the Trump summit
and still runs a plant believed to
have produced Kim’s first ICB-
Ms capable of reaching the U.S.
homeland. They say the regime
recently expanded a factory pro-
bably making engines for new,
easier-to-hide solid-fuel rockets
and enlarged an underground
base for long-range missiles.

The reports underline what’s
at stake as Trump considers hol-
ding a second summit with Kim,
which the U.S. president says
could come “in the not-too-dis-
tant future.” While Trump has
credited Kim’s decision to halt
weapons tests and dismantle a

few testing facilities with preven-
ting a war in the Western Pacific,
those moves haven’t prevented
North Korea from building new
weapons out of sight that could
threaten the U.S.

Skepticism remains about
Kim’s denuclearization pledges,
including his assertion in a New
Year’s speech that he agreed in
2018 to “neither make and test
nuclear weapons any longer, nor
use and proliferate them.” A year
ago, Kim ordered the mass pro-
duction of warheads and ballistic
missiles after suspending wea-
pons tests following the launch
of an ICBM capable of reaching
the entire U.S. - the last of more
than 40 conducted in a 24-mon-
th span.

Non-proliferation analysts say
Kim’s strategy appears to be
quietly fortifying the arsenal he
has while creating the diploma-

tic climate necessary for North
Korea to get sanctions lifted and
be tolerated as a nuclear state.

The stalled nuclear talks with
the Trump administration have
given Kim the space to perfect
the technologies needed to strike
the U.S. Analysts say it’s only
a matter of time before he ac-
quires a targeting system and a
re-entry vehicle capable of deli-
vering a warhead safely through
the atmosphere.

“I don’t know of a country that
has produced an ICBM and fou-
nd that building a re-entry vehi-
cle to be a substantial barrier,”
said Jeffrey Lewis, a specialist
on proliferation at the Middle-
bury Institute of International
Studies in Monterey, California.
Lewis and his colleagues pro-
duced several reports showing
Kim’s continued weapons de-
velopment last year, identifying

the probable site of a covert
uranium-enrichment  facility
north of Pyongyang and an ex-
panded missile base near the
Chinese border.

In recent days, Kim has also
made clear that any disarma-
ment deal with Trump would
also require removing the U.S.’s
nuclear-capable planes and
warships from the region. He’s
shown little interest in declaring
his nuclear assets as sought by
U.S. officials, with state media
last month comparing it to han-
ding over a target list.

Without disclosures and ins-
pections, it’s impossible to know
exactly what weapons North
Korea possesses. The secretive
regime has for decades relied on
deception and a vast network of
tunnels and clandestine facilities
to hide the components of its
nuclear arms program from go-
vernment spy agencies, let alone
commercial satellites.

An analysis of satellite ima-
gery published by the 38 North
website on Jan. 9 showed that
the Yongbyon Nuclear Scienti-
fic Research Center, which Kim
suggested he might dismantle in
exchange for U.S. concessions,
remains operational and well
maintained.

How many nuclear warheads
North Korea holds is unknown.
The non-partisan Arms Control
Association estimated last year
that the regime possessed at
least 15 warheads and was chur-
ning out enough fissile material
to produce six to seven more
bombs annually.

“But there is a high degree of
uncertainty surrounding these
estimates,” the Arms Control
Association said. By 2020, it
could have anywhere from 20
to 100 warheads, potentially
exceeding Israel’s 80 estimated
bombs. Bloomberg

Belarus model arrested for sex seminar pleads guilty

model from Belarus

who claimed last year
that she had evidence
of Russian involvement
in helping elect Donald
Trump president pleaded
guilty yesterday in a Thai
court in a case related to
holding a sex training se-
minar and will be depor-
ted.

A lawyer representing
Vashukevich said she and
seven co-defendants were
given suspended 18-mon-
th prison terms and fines of
100,000 baht (USD3,135),
waived in view of nine
months already served
since the charges of solici-
ting and conspiracy were
filed against them. All
were arrested in February
last year at a hotel in the
seaside resort town of Pa-
ttaya, where Vashukevich
and Russian self-styled sex
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Anastasia Vashukevich

guru Alexander Kirillov,
a co-defendant, were gi-
ving a class in sexual rela-
tionships — fully clothed,
at least when police and
reporters burst in.

They were initially sen-
tenced yesterday by the
court in Pattaya to three-
year prison terms, but
their sentences were hal-

ved because they pleaded
guilty, a standard proce-
dure in Thai trials. The
soliciting charge carried a
maximum prison term of
10 years, and conspiracy
a maximum penalty of se-
ven years.

The lawyer, who asked
not to be identified becau-
se he feared he might be

breaching court rules, said
the group would be freed
Tuesday night and depor-
ted afterward.

Vashukevich, also known
as Nastya Rybka, drew
international interest last
year by claiming to have
recordings of Russian
oligarch Oleg Deripaska
talking about interference
in the 2016 U.S. election
but did not make them pu-
blic.

Deripaska is close to
Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin, and also had a
working relationship with
Paul Manafort, Trump’s
former campaign mana-
ger who was investigated
by special counsel Robert
Mueller and convicted last
year of tax and bank fraud.

In the early stages of their
detention, the sex training
group sent a note to the

U.S. Embassy via an inter-
mediary seeking help and
political asylum. Vashuke-
vich indicated she would
turn over the recordings
she claimed to have if the
U.S. could help secure her
release, but later withdrew
the offer, suggesting that
she and Deripaska had
reached an agreement.
Vashukevich’s  earlier
revelation of an alleged
affair with Deripaska fue-
led opposition allegations
in Russia of official cor-
ruption and enraged the
Kremlin. A public scandal
erupted in early February
last year when Russian
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny published an in-
vestigation drawing on
her social media posts
suggesting corrupt links
between Deripaska and a
top Kremlin official, Depu-

ty Prime Minister Sergei
Prikhodko.

The report featured pho-
tos from Deripaska’s yacht
in 2016, when Vashukevi-
ch claimed she was having
an affair with him and re-
corded him.

Thai Immigration Police
Chief Lt. Gen. Surachate
Hakparn said his office
would take custody of the
group after they were re-
leased by the court in Pa-
ttaya and put their names
on a blacklist barring them
from returning to Thai-
land.

“Once we've received
them, tomorrow I will con-
tact the Russian ambassa-
dor in Thailand to arrange
a date for it to take them in
and buy a plane ticket,” he
said by phone. He said he
expected to deport them
by the end of next week. AP
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Trump’s Cub'poli

cy hurts

private sector, new figures say

Andrea Rodriguez, Havana

RESIDENT Donald

Trump’s Cuba policy is dri-
ving millions of dollars from the
island’s private entrepreneurs to
its state-run tourism sector, the
opposite of its supposed goal,
according to new government
figures.

Trump announced in June
2017 that he was tightening limi-
ts on U.S. travel to Cuba in order
to starve military-linked travel
businesses and funnel money
directly to the Cuban people.

He restricted Americans’ abili-
ty to travel to Cuba on their own,
rather than with a tour group. At
the same time, he allowed U.S.
cruise lines to continue to take
passengers to Cuba, where they

RUSSIA

pay millions to disembark at mi-
litary-run docks and make quick
trips onshore that are generally
coordinated by government tour
agencies that stejrer travelers to
state-run destinations.

Cuban government figures
from the first full year under
Trump’s policy show occupancy
of private bed-and-breakfasts in
Havana plunged to 44 percent
in 2018 after years at near ca-
pacity in the wake of President
Barack Obama’s start of norma-
lization with Cuba, said Michael
Bernal, commercial director for
the Ministry of Tourism.

Even as the private sector su-
ffered, U.S. travel to Cuba was
growing, from 618,000 in 2017
to 630,000 last year, Tourism
Ministry figures say. Most of

those travelers came by ship,
avoiding the confusing rules on
travel to the island with packa-
ge tours that are guaranteed to
comply with the law.

The shift to cruises meant the
average U.S. stay on the island
dropped from six days to three,
said Jose Luis Perello, a former
University of Havana professor
who studies Cuba’s tourism in-
dustry.

That has had a devastating ef-
fect on owners and employees of
Cuba’s 24,185 private bed-and-
breakfasts and 2,170 private
restaurants known as paladares.
They cherished U.S. travelers
as heavy tippers who crammed
days full of activities like classic
car rides and cooking classes that
put money into private hands.

David Pajon, a university pro-
fessor who bought an apartment
to rent in Old Havana, said he
has had to drop his rates and
his income has fallen 40 percent
since Trump’s new policy went
into effect in 2017. He still was
a third empty last month, the
first time in three years that he
wasn’t fully booked in Decem-
ber.

“U.S.-Cuba normalization ins-
pired a lot of people who thou-
ght this was a good business
to invest their savings in,” Pa-
jon said. “And all of a sudden
you have the U.S. government
creating a situation that has an
impact on the number of peo-
ple who came, or changes the
way they’re coming — on cruise
ships!”
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The Trump measures, which
were backed by Cuban-Ameri-
can Florida Sen. Marco Rubio,
ban U.S. travelers from doing
business with tourism busines-
ses under the military-linked
conglomerate known as GAE-
SA, which runs dozens of ho-
tels and a major tour-bus line,
among others.

Instead, Americans are going
to businesses run by the Tou-
rism Ministry, but there is no
reason to believe that Cuba
has any difficulty transferring
money within its highly cen-
tralized single-party govern-
ment, said Richard Feinberg,
a Brookings Institution fellow
and University of California,
San Diego, professor of inter-
national political economy who
studies Cuba.

“Trump’s policies have redu-
ced on-island, versus -cruise
ship, tourism and thus harmed
B&Bs as well as other private
tourism-related firms inclu-
ding paladares and taxistas,”
Feinberg said. Beyond that, he
said, “the only traceable impact
of the Rubio sanction is to in-
convenience US tourists.”

The number of U.S. travelers
to Cuba grew from 162,000
in 2015, the year after Obama
and then Cuban President Raul
Castro announced detente, to
284,000 in 2016 and 618,000
in 2017.

The overall number of trave-
lers grew, too, from 3.5 million
in 2015 to 3.7 million in 2016,
4.3 million in 2017 and 4.7
million last year.

Nonetheless, the private sec-
tor suffered.

Enrique Nunez, owner of La
Guarida, perhaps Havana’s
best-known restaurant, said he
had to cut his employees’ hours
last year because his revenue
fell 40 percent.

“We don’t understand the
U.S. rules,” said Bernal, the
tourism official. “We heard the
president’s speech saying that
the U.S. government supports
entrepreneurs. However, that’s
the sector that’s suffering most
in Cuba.” AP

Two killed, 40 detained in new gay purge in Chechnya

HE Russian republic

have

interviewed some

ounce of truth in them.”

facility that was named in

administrator of a social

said Marie Struthers, di-

of Chechnya has lau-
nched a new crackdown
on gays in which at least
two people have died and
about 40 people have
been detained, LGBT ac-
tivists in Russia charged
this week.

The new allegations
come after reports in 2017
of more than 100 gay men
arrested and subjected to
torture, and some of them
killed, in the predomi-
nantly Muslim region in
southern Russia.

The Associated Press
and other media outlets

of the victims, who spoke
about torture at the hands
of Chechen law enforce-
ment officers. Chechen
authorities have denied
those accusations, and fe-
deral authorities conduc-
ted a probe into the ear-
lier reports but said they
found nothing to support
the charges.

Alvi Karimov, a spokes-
man for Chechen leader
Ramzan Kadyrov, told
the Interfax news agency
on Monday that the la-
test reports are “comple-
te lies and don’t have an

Karimov insisted that no
one has been detained in
Chechnya on suspicion of
being gay.

But the Russian LGBT
Network, which has been
monitoring the situation
in Chechnya and helping
victims, said in a state-
ment Monday that about
40 men and women have
been detained on suspi-
cion of being gay since
December and that at
least two of them have
died of torture in deten-
tion. The detainees are
believed held at the same

the 2017 reports.
“Widespread deten-
tions, torture and killin-
gs of gay people have
resumed in Chechnya,”
Igor Kochetkov, program
director at the Russian
LGBT Network said.
“Persecution of men and
women suspected of
being gay never stopped.
It’s only that its scale has
been changing.”
Kochetkov said the new
wave of anti-gay persecu-
tion started at the end of
the year, when Chechen
authorities detained the

media group popular with
LGBT people in the North
Caucasus. Kochetkov said
the mass detentions be-
gan after the authorities
got hold of the contacts
on his phone.

LGBT activists in 2017
helped to evacuate arou-
nd 150 gay men from Che-
chnya to help them res-
tart their lives elsewhere
in Russia. Many of them
have sought asylum and
resettled abroad.

“News that the authori-
ties have resumed the cra-
ckdown is spine-chilling,”

rector of Amnesty Inter-
national’s Eastern Euro-
pe section. “With lives in
jeopardy, there is an ur-
gent need for an interna-
tional response to protect
gay and lesbian people in
Chechnya.”

Russian authorities
have strenuously denied
that killings and torture
took place in the predo-
minantly Muslim region
where homosexuality
is taboo, even after one
man came forward to talk
about the time he spent in
detention in Chechnya.
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Opposition commander Moses Lokujo

An opposmon soldler rides hls motorcycle through Panyume town

South Sudan pursues fragile
peace, but people remain wary

Sam Mednick

OUTH Sudan opposition

commander Moses Lokujo

flipped through his notes,

explaining international
humanitarian law to an attentive
group of senior officers.

“Soldiers are not supposed to kill
someone who’s not an enemy,” he
said. “And if a civilian is walking
with a goat it doesn’t mean you
can steal it just because you have
agun.”

Just months ago, such training
seemed implausible in a coun-
try that was embroiled in a five-
year civil war that killed almost
400,000 people and displaced
millions. Since a fragile peace deal
was signed in September, howe-
ver, South Sudan’s previously
warring parties have been trying
to rebuild trust in some of the
areas hardest-hit by the war.

On a trip this month to govern-
ment and opposition-held territo-

KENYA

ries in Kajo Keji in Central Equa-
toria state, The Associated Press
met with both sides who said the
reconciliation of former rivals
President Salva Kiir and opposi-
tion leader Riek Machar was the
reason peace efforts appear to be
working on the ground.

“If these two have united, why
can’t we?” said John Camillo, de-
puty commander for government
troops in Kajo Keji.

For the first time, 10 opposition
soldiers were stationed in the
government barracks as part of
a makeshift soldier swap. Gover-
nment soldiers walked through
town, unarmed and in civilian
clothes, seemingly unconcerned
by the possibility of attack.

“There’s really been a total chan-
ge,” said Abiggo Manson, field
officer for the Support for Peace
and Education Development Pro-
gram, a local aid group. Waving to
soldiers on a motorbike, Manson
said he never would have done

that in September because suspi-
cions at the time remained high.
The peace efforts continue to be
undermined by violence, however.
In October, government soldiers
attacked the opposition in Kajo
Keji. More recently, the opposi-
tion has accused the government
of not withdrawing its troops from
opposition territory as stipulated
by the peace agreement.
Renowned as South Sudan’s
breadbasket, the Equatoria re-
gion was devastated by fighting
after renewed clashes erupted in
the country’s capital, Juba, in July
2016. Desolate, damaged houses
line Kajo Keji’s eerily quiet streets.
Vandalized shops, robbed of their
windows, roofs and doors, are
concealed by overgrown brush.
Kajo Keji county has been cut off
from aid for more than two years
due to repeated denials of huma-
nitarian access by the warring
sides, according to an internal
humanitarian report seen by AP.

The county lacks food, shelter and
water.

“The government doesn’t have
resources to bring people back,”
said Luka Yombek, Kajo Keji's
former commissioner who left of-
fice in October.

In November, a United Na-
tions-led humanitarian convoy
drove from Juba to Kajo Keji for
the first time since 2016 to assess
its needs. While the U.N. said it
plans to provide assistance where
needed, it is “contingent on ha-
ving safe space to operate,” said
Andrea Noyes, head of the U.N.
humanitarian office for the coun-
try.

In town, only a handful of peo-
ple have trickled back, with the
majority of civilians too wary to
return.

“We're still waiting to see if the
peace deal is a real one,” said
Francis Ladu, one of more than
35,000 people sheltering in the
Korijo displaced persons’ camp in

the opposition-held part of Kajo
Keji on the Ugandan border.

Life in the camp is hard. With
no clean water, people are for-
ced to drink from muddy ponds.
Ladu said he walks six hours into
Uganda several times a week to
work odd jobs to make money to
buy food for his family.

4 Renowned as
the country’s
breadbasket,
the Equatoria
region was
devastated by
fighting after
clashes erupted
in the capital

Intently watching his 2-month-
old twin girls, he said it ultimately
doesn’t matter where they live.

“Going there and staying here is
all the same at the moment. The
government can’t provide for us,”
he said, hanging his head. “People
are suffering, they’re just survi-
ving.” AP

Gunfire, blast at upscale complex in Nairobi

Joseph Mwihia, Nairobi

N upscale hotel com-

lex in Kenya’s capi-

tal came under attack yes-

terday, with a blast and

heavy gunfire. Witnesses

and police at the scene
called it a terror attack.

The complex in Nairobi’s
Westlands neighborhood
includes a large hotel
known as DusitD2, banks
and offices. Several vehi-
cles burned. People were
being rushed, even car-
ried, from the scene.

“It is terrible. What I have
seen is terrible. I have seen
a human as I ran out and
there is what looks like min-

ced meat all over,” said one
aman who said he ran from
the scene, Charles Njenga.
He did not give details.

“I have been hiding. My
colleagues were running
everywhere,” said another
man, breathing heavily,
who did not give an Asso-

ciated Press video journa-
list his name. He said he
hid in an office. “I didn’t
see an attacker. Yeah, it
was a terrorist attack. I
think so.”

Gunfire continued seve-
ral minutes after the first
reports. Black smoke rose

from the scene.

“We have sent officers
to the scene, including
from the anti-terrorism
unit, but so far we have no
more information,” police
spokesman Charles Owi-
no said.

Ambulances, securi-

ty forces and ﬁreﬁghters
rushed to the scene, sirens
wailing. A large group of
women were hurried out
by security forces, one wo-
man still in hair curlers.
Other groups of dozens of
people were hurried away
as plainclothes officers
went shop to shop in the

complex.
What appeared to be
plainclothes security

forces inched their way
toward the scene, guns in
hand. Helicopters could
be heard. Other people
appeared to be taking co-
ver behind fountains and
other features in the lush
outdoor complex.

The attack immediately
reminded many Kenyans
of the Westgate Mall at-
tack in Nairobi in 2013,
when al-Shabab extremis-
ts burst into the luxury
shopping center, hurling
grenades and starting a
days-long siege that left
67 people dead.

The attack came three
years to the day after
al-Shabab extremists at-
tacked a Kenyan mili-
tary base in neighboring
Somalia, killing scores
of people. The al-Qaida
-linked al-Shabab objects
to the presence of Kenyan
troops in the turbulent
Horn of Africa nation. AP
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SURFACE REVEALED - DRONE PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CHaN HIN lo

TIME: 12pm-8pm (closed on Tuesdays)

UNTIL: February 8, 2019

VENUE: Taipa Village Art Space

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2857 6118

MoTioNs oF BRUSH AND INK — CALLIGRAPHY
ExHIBITION OF HO LAl SIM AND HER STUDENTS
TIME: 9am-10pm

UNTIL: January 31, 2019

VENUE: Team Building, IFT Main Campus, Mong-Ha
Hill

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2856 1252

VESTIGES OF LINES, GUILHERME UNG VAl
MEeNG ON THE OccASION OF THE CELEBRATION
OF THE 19TH ANNIVERSARY OF MACAU
HANDOVER TO CHINA
TIME: 12pm-8pm (Tuesday to Sunday)

3pm-8pm (Monday)
UNTIL: February 13, 2019
VENUE: Albergue SCM
ADMISSION: Free
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2550

ExHiBmioNn oF NEw Works IN MAM
CoLLECTION - CHE Ho

TIME: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on
Mondays)

UNTIL: April 14, 2019

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

ASSEMBLAGE OF TREASURES - EXHIBITION OF THE
Macau Museum COLLECTION FOR CELEBRATION
OF THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY

TIME: 10am-6pm (ticket booth closes at 5:30pm;
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: February 24, 2019

VENUE: Macau Museum

ADMISSION: MOP15 (free admission on Tuesdays
and on the 15th of every month)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 7911

LLanDscAPE oF CHANGE - Macau WATERCOLOUR
PAINTINGS FROM THE MAM COLLECTION

TIME: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on
Mondays)

UNTIL: February 10, 2019

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Offbheat

PoLice: REPORTER WHO HELPED FOIL
ROBBERY FINDS MISSING WOMAN

A reporter who helped police catch a robbery suspect last
week followed up with another good deed by finding an 89-year-
old suburban Detroit woman with dementia who had wandered
away from home in sub-freezing temperatures.

WWJ reporter Mike Campbell was covering Barbara Kasler’s
disappearance when he spotted her Wednesday morning in her
pajamas and slippers along a street in Shelby Township.

Campbell took Kasler into his vehicle and cranked up the heat
until police arrived. She was taken to a hospital for observation.

Campbell says he was just “in the right place at the right time,”
but police tweeted that “We owe you lunch!”

Last week, Campbell helped police apprehend a man sus-
pected of looting a fire-damaged shopping center in the Detroit
suburb of Warren.

13:00 TDM News (Repeti¢ao)
13:30  Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
15:00  Mistura Fina

15:50 Zig Zag

16:05 Os Compadres

16:45  Quem Quer Ser Milionario
17:40 Palcos Agora

18:10  Jodo Semana

19:00 TDM Entrevista (Repeti¢éo)
19:35  Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
20:30  Telejornal

21:15  Montra do Lilau

21:50 O Ultimo Reino Sr.1

22:40  LiteraturAqui

23:15 TDM News

23:50  Curso de Cultura Geral
00:45  Telejornal (Repeticao)
01:30  RTPi Directo

CINETEATRO
10 JaN - 16 JAN

rRoom 1

2:30, 9:30 pm

Director: Gavin Lin

Starring: Jasper Liu, lvy Chen

Language: Putonghua (Chinese & English)
Duration: 105min

Room 1

4:30, 7:30 pm

Director: Ping Lumpraploeng

Starring: Theeradej Wongpuapan, Ratnamon
Ratchiratham

Language: Thai (Chinese & English)
Duration: 95min

ROOM 2

4:30, 7:30 pm

Director: Yasuo Hasegawa

Starring: Yuki Yamada, Asuka Saito
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 89 min

ROOM 2

715 pm

Director: Travis Knight

Starring: Hailee Steinfeld, Dylan O’Brien, Megyn Price
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 113min

room 3

2:30, 4:30, 9:30,pm

Director: Charles Martin Smith

Starring: Bryce Dallas Howard, Ashley Judd
Language: English

Duration: 96min

1970 GADDAFI TAKES OVER
As LiByA’s PREMIER

Colonel Muammar Gaddafi has taken direct control of
Libya four months after a bloodless coup that brought
an end to the monarchy under King Idris.

Since the military coup of 1 September led by Gadda-
fi's “Free Unionist Officers”, the country has been run
by civilian ministers.

But they were obliged to refer to the so-called Revo-
lutionary Command Council on matters of state and
twice threatened to resign.

Now the 28-year-old colonel has taken the title of pri-
me minister and appointed four members of his council
to his new 12-member Cabinet.

Last month Col Gaddafi thwarted an attempted coup
by his Defence and Interior Ministers and took charge
of the main ministries single-handedly.

Now he can delegate to ministers he feel he can trust.

An outspoken Arab nationalist, Col Gaddafi set about
freeing Libya from what he regards as colonialism by
ordering Britain to abandon its military bases in the
country.

But in an exclusive interview with the Times news-
paper, he denied that defence contracts with the West
would be terminated and said Libya was still interested
in buying nearly 200 British Chieftain tanks.

However he would not be drawn on whether they
would be sent to the Egyptian border - along with 50
Mirage aircraft already ordered - to be used against
Israel.

“Until now there has not been any decision that war is
to be the only solution to the Middle East conflict,” he
said. “Therefore since this question has not arisen yet,
there is no need to answer it.”

Egypt’s President Abdel Nasser has been a great in-
fluence on the new leader and he has already streng-
thened ties with his Arab neighbour.

He and his young followers have expressed his hope
for a future where all Arab nations would be united un-
der Islam.

Soon after the coup, he began a process of “Libyani-
sation” of commerce and industry. Non-Libyans were
forced out of influential positions and even Latin cha-
racters were removed from street signs in the capital,
Tripoli, and in Benghazi.

This has had a damaging effect on the economy with
skilled expatriates forced to leave the country to look
for work elsewhere.

However Libya’s oil industry continues to thrive and
she remains the fourth largest oil producer in the world.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Col Gaddafi made a name for himself as one of the world’s most un-
predictable and autocratic heads of state.

His vision of a socialist Islamic Libya led to the nationalisation of all
businesses and expulsion of foreigners in his one-party state.

For decades Col Gaddafi tried to portray himself as leader of the Arab
world, but after attempts to join forces with Egypt, Tunisia and Syria
failed he took up a mission of uniting Africa.

He has supported a various militant groups including the IRA and

the Palestine Liberation Organisation. Alleged Libyan involvement in
attacks in Europe in 1986 led to US military strikes against Tripoli.

In 1988 Libya was isolated by much of the international community
after the bombing of a Pan Am plane above the Scottish town of Lock-
erbie. But it formally accepted blame for the incident in August 2003.
The move, part of a deal to compensate families of the 270 victims,
paved the way for the lifting of UN sanctions.

In December 2003, Libya announced it would abandon its attempts to
develop weapons of mass destruction. The US restored full diplomatic
relations with Libya in May 2006.
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OUR STARS

Aries 8 Taurus

Mar. 21-Apr. 19 April 20-May 20

Flesh things out. Being short If others wonder why youre not
and sweet is counterproductive,  being cautious, it's because they
today. The devil is in the details,  can’t read your mind. Your thoughts
and so is the profit, so spell areracing ahead of you. Don’t make

V

Py
IS SOMETHING WRONG, GLAD‘(S?‘ PUMPKIN SPICE LATTES

ARE BACK!

BRUTUSI

-

© 2018 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

/%.‘.{dup 3’ 3p  www.gocomics.com/the-bom-loser
N
P,

things out. any long term plans based on your
present state of mind. )
Gemini ‘\ Cancer
May 21-Jun. 21 Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Ugh, yet another meeting. Something hasyou wanting to drop
What'’s the point of getting ideas it all and walk on the wild side. Are
generated if there is no follow-  you overwhelmed by work? Do your
through? Wait until there is  projects have too many aspects to

something more concrete going  get a grip on? Figure it out before

Leo Virgo
9 MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22 E
Socializing with friends gave You know the drill: Work asy Easy+
you an excellent skill -- namely, issues require cold logic. But Beiii |
being good at teamwork. But when a hot temper is involved, T 4 1 B 5 5 & eljing -10 2 Clear
don’t confuse the two. Keep it's time to rethink your own Harbin ~ _ clear
the problems at home and the approach. Be extra-careful when 1 | 95 1.9 4 3 L 22 11
brainstorming at the office. communicating. 5 4 18 4 3 g Tianjin -8 2 clear
. . I I Urumgqi -16 -8 clear/cloudy
n Libra Scorpio 31T 2 6|1 3 i
& 3 4 7 i‘an -7 4 cloudy/clear
| |
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 7 36 8 5 1 Lhasa -9 6 clear
Everyone around you is done Reading the fine print finally [ 5 6 [ 4 2 B & 1 Chengdu 2 10 clear/cloudy
intellectualizing, but youre still pays off when a minor detail ; ;
eager to discuss. Youll discover is uncovered. Whether it’s a 6|1 3 1 3 E 2 Chongaing 6 12 drizzle/cloudy
plenty of other colleagues ready to  diamond in the rough or a deal Kunming 3 15 drizzle
communicate with you, if you widen  breaker depends on the strength T s & 2 8 7 3 "
your circle. of your prescription. Nanjing -2 4 overcast/cloudy
Shanghai 1 6 overcast
} Sagittarius Capricorn _ Hard Wuhan 1 5 cloudy
Medlum ar Hangzhou 2 4 sleet
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 : o ' _
Busy work is boring work. But  Thinking things over is wise but ! N 9 z Taipei 16 19 drizzle/moderate rain
that’s more philosophical than dont go overboard. When the 7 1 4 7 B Guangzhou 11 16 drizzle
the people around you care to be.  details just swirl and swirl around .
Keep the complaining to yourself, your head, it’s time to call it a 8 g 5 2 1 Hong Kong 14 17 drizzle
and avoid communicating it to  day. Youll get clarity of thought 4 2 6 5 g I
others. tomorrow.
g8 7 1 2 4 B
MM Aquarius Pisces 5 ] g 1
A ’ ‘ 4 5 9 3 '
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 e - ! s Moscow -7 -5 flurry
Creativity is useful all across the An office decision is much like 8 3 Frankfurt 2 5 drizzle
board, but especially when it breaking up with a partner-in-love. 8 5 9 : ;
comes to communication. Youll  You vow to do it, but once you see Paris 2 4 drizzle
have to come up with just the them,clarity dissolves. Luckily for you, London 5 10 drizzle
right words to express something  this is a much less critical decision, so
sensitive. put it offuntil another day. New York -5 6 cloudy/clear
1-Swerve; 5- Bugs bugs him; 10- Delhi dress; 14- ___ girll; 15- Note taker; g SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
16- Colorful Apple; 17- Coup d’___; 18- Software medium; 19- Canoeing body; 20- | :
Luggage; 22- Doctrine; 23- Once around the track; 24- Bert Bobbsey’s twin; 25- °
Scoffed; 29- Swordplay; 33- Brit’s bottle measure; 34- Parroted; 36- Writer Wiesel; % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
37- Hosp. section; 38- Verbal exams; 39- Photo __ ; 40- Relinquish; 42- Bank 3 .
takeback; 43- Charged; 45- Put up; 47- Soil component; 49- Black gold; 50- Jiff; S Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
51- Pickle juice; 54- Whipping; 60- Eliel Saarinen’s son; 61- Abu ___; 62- Intestinal 3 .
sections; 63- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 64- Actress Braga; 65- Antidote 'ﬁ (Open Ilne) 993 - Report 1000
holder, maybe; 66- Swank; 67- Rubbish; 68- | could ___ horse!; g PJ (P y )
S icket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
1- Competes; 2- Caesar’s accusation; 3- Lou’s “La Bamba” costar; 4- %:
Dangerous snake, familiarly; 5- Get away; 6- Former Fords; 7- A ___ formality; 8- E 28 573 333 28 716 081
Slaughter of baseball; 9- CD-___; 10- Absence of sound; 11- ___ for All Seasons; @
12- Autumn tool; 13- Rapper born Tr‘acy . . E Customs 28 559 944
Marrow; 21- Feel concern; 22- Convert into @ GRGIO BV} &
leather; 24- Beatty and Rorem; 25- Pizzeria [ e I . % i IS . J. i
order; 26- More pleasant; 27- Chopin piece; | =, 7. 1. NEREE  rarmew z S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28- Ventured; 29- Criminal; 30- Actress o
Massey; 31- Try to bite; 32- Beau __; S 28371333
35- Baby food; 38- Pitcher Hershiser; 41- ) -
Thrifty management; 43- Numbered rds.; Commission Agamst - -
44- Where documents are preserved; 46- -
No-win situation?; 48- Book of the Bible; COI"I‘UptIOI'l (CCAC) 28326 300
51- Borscht ingredient; 52- Make over;
53- Teheran’s country; 54- Son of Odin; 55- 28387 333
Mandlikova of tennis; 56- Baseball stats; .
57- Hipbones; 58- Tidy, without fault; 59- Tourism 28 333 000
Festive occasion; 61- Summer hrs.; 50888 88
AD
LAKE VIEW TOWER OceanGarden Elm Court Sea View Condo, Hellene Garden Taipa.Nam Long
Macau Taipa Macau Taipa .
FOR SALE 1,497 sq ft/ HKD 11.52M 1,610 =g ft/ HKD 11.88M 1,663 =g ft/ HKD 8.8M 550 =q ft/ HKD 4.08 M
JMLP HKD 7900 =q ft HKD 7378 =qft HKD 5,291 =q ft HKD 7418=q ft ﬁ
WWW. roperty.com Two Bedroom Apariment Three Bedroom Apariment Three Bedroom Apartment Two Bedroom Apariment
Ref: 18015572 Ref: 18105563 Ref: 18085553 R=f: 15085561 %
MacauSquare Office Space. Office - Dynasty Plaza Kok Vui Apariment, St Paul's ApartimentB. Sakura Court, i
FO R R E N T Macau CED Mzcau Ruins Ocean Garden
Mzcau Spacious Commercial Macau Taipa
More info, please contact us Square Office Space Space Two Bedroom Apariment 4 Bedroom Apariment
HED 21,000/837 sqft HKD 72,000/ 3,500 5q ft HKD 10,8007 622 =9 ft HKD 35000/ 3,700=q ft

Ref: 15100891 Ref- 150706585 Baf- 18110695 Ref: 18040674
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MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER

De Boer takes over Atlanta
United with big shoes to fill

RANK de Boer was sacked

by Inter Milan after less than
three months on the job. He las-
ted just four Premier League ga-
mes at Crystal Palace. Now, after
two short-lived coaching stints,
de Boer has a chance to revive
his career with the wildly popu-
lar champions of Major League
Soccer.

The longtime stalwart of the
Dutch national team has taken
over at Atlanta United, which
won the MLS Cup in just its se-
cond season while breaking nu-
merous attendance records.

De Boer said it is a shot at re-
demption, while also stressing
that his chances of success are
much greater in Atlanta.

“Of course, you have to learn
from your mistakes, but also
about organizations that aren’t
good and organized and struc-
tured like Atlanta United,” he
said Monday during a news con-
ference at the team’s suburban
training facility.

With his two previous em-
ployers, de Boer added, “There
was no cohesion between all the
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Children’s

Mealthcare of Aflanta

Frank de Boer (right)

departments. Everything was se-
parate. Now, we have a feeling,
‘OK, I don’t have to look around
for the dead body in the closet or
behind the closet.” Everything is
very clear and structured.”

He represented his country 112
times on the field, most notably
delivering a towering 60-yard
pass that set up Dennis Ber-
gkamp’s winning goal against Ar-
gentina in the closing minutes of
a 1998 World Cup quarterfinal.

De Boer moved into coaching af-
ter his playing career ended, lea-
ding Dutch powerhouse Ajax to
a record four straight Eredivisie
titles.

Taking over at Inter Milan in
2016, de Boer failed to match
the success he had in his native
country. The Italian club strug-
gled in both Serie A and Europa
League competitions, which led
to his firing on Nov. 1 with the
club mired in 12th place. His te-

nure lasted just 85 days.

The following summer, de Boer
was hired by Crystal Palace. Des-
pite modest expectations — the
team was coming off a 15th-place
showing the previous season, fi-
nishing just five points above the
relegation zone — the coach was
quickly fired again after Crystal
became the first team in 93 years
to lose its first four matches in
the top flight without scoring a
goal.

Atlanta United is in a much di-
fferent position, having quickly
become MLS’ flagship franchise
on and off the field. The team has
a clear power structure led by
owner Arthur Blank, team presi-
dent Darren Eales and technical
director Carlos Bocanegra — a
setup that was appealing to de
Boer.

“For me, that is so much ea-
sier,” he said. “The 5 1/2 seasons
that I was working for Ajax as a
head coach [...] it cost me less
energy than the eight months at
Inter and Crystal Palace. I was al-
ready starting to get gray hairs.”

De Boer certainly has some big

shoes to fill. In two years as Uni-
ted’s coach, Tata Martino instil-
led an attacking style of play that
was a big hit with the fans and
hugely successful on the field.
The club averaged more than
53,000 per game this season, ea-
sily eclipsing its own record, and
thrilled the city by capturing the
MLS Cup championship in De-
cember. Martino stepped down
to take over as Mexico’s national
coach.

De Boer’s team is still a work
in progress. MVP runner-up Mi-
guel Almiron was expected to
transfer to the Premier League
during the January window, but
no deal has been reached. He re-
ported Monday for the start of
Atlanta’s training camp.

Less than six weeks remo-
ved from its MLS Cup trium-
ph, Atlanta United reported for
camp to begin preparing for its
first appearance in the CONCA-
CAF Champions League. The
team opens with a home-and-
home series against Costa Rican
club Herediano late next month,
just ahead of the MLS season
opener.

Atlanta United is eager to be-
come the first MLS club to win
the continental championship
since the league format began in
2008. Mexican teams have won
10 straight titles, including Chi-
vas’ thrilling victory over Toron-
to FClast year that came down to
penalty kicks. AP
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HAILAND’S decision

to change coaches con-

tinued to prove to be a

masterstroke but there
was last-minute heartbreak for
India at the Asian Cup on Mon-
day. Thailand drew against host
side United Arab Emirates 1-1
to qualify for the next round for
the first time since reaching the
semifinals in 1972.

UAE finished top of Group A
and the pair could be joined in
the round of 16 by Bahrain, whi-
ch beat India 1-0 thanks to a
last-gasp penalty and will likely
progress as one of the best four
third-placed teams.

It was a far cry from Thailand’s
first match in the tournament, a
4-1 loss to India that led to the
firing of coach Milovan Rajevac
and the appointment of his as-
sistant, Sirisak Yodyardthai, as
interim coach.

UAE started strongly and took
the lead less than seven minu-
tes in. Ismail Al Hammadi’s at-
tempted chip came back off the
crossbar but Ali Mabkhout hea-
ded home the rebound.

Thailand started to get into the
match and leveled four minutes

ASIAN CUP

UAE, Thailand make Asian Cup
last 16, heartbreak for India

before the break when Thiti-
phan Puangjan took advantage
of panic in the UAE defense to
bundle the ball past goalkeeper
Khalid Eisa.

The War Elephants finished
second, a point below UAE and
above Bahrain thanks to a bet-
ter head-to-head record, having
won the match between them
1-0.

Bahrain, which hit the woo-
dwork earlier in the match, was
seconds away from going out of
the tournament as India mana-
ged to fend off wave after wave
of attack.

However, India captain Pronay
Halder brought down Hamed
Alshamsan in the penalty area
and Jamal Rashed converted in
stoppage time to send Bahrain
into unbridled joy. AP

AP PHOTO

Thailand players celebrate

Takeda corruption probe sullies

2020 Tokyo O

SUNEKAZU Takeda,

the president of the
Japanese Olympic Com-
mittee and a powerful IOC
member, again denied
corruption allegations
against him, suggesting on
Tuesday that any guilt was
with others at the Japane-
se body.

Takeda read a seven-
minute prepared text and
then took no questions
from hundreds of media.

Innocent or guilty in a
bribery scandal that Fren-
ch authorities suspect

AP PHOTO

Tkeda

/3

pictured- at a press conference in Tokyo

helped land the games
for Tokyo, the scandal
has cast a shadow over
the upcoming Olympics
that open in 18 months.
It also underscores failed
efforts by the Internatio-
nal Olympic Committee to
clean up its bidding pro-
cess with billions swirling
around the preparations
of every Olympics.

Tokyo is spending about
USD20 billion to prepare
for the games.

“I am very sorry for ha-
ving caused concern for
those working very hard to
prepare for Tokyo’s 2020
Olympics and Paralympi-
cs,” Takeda said, speaking
only in Japanese.

The last Summer Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro
were tumultuous from
start to finish and ended
eventually with the arrest
of organizing committee

president — and Brazilian
Olympic Committee pre-
sident — Carlos Nuzman,
also in a vote-buying scan-
dal.

The Asahi newspaper
reported Olympic Minis-
ter Yoshitaka Sakurada as
saying at a separate news
conference yesterday that
the allegations “are not
very good for the image”
of Japan.

IOC President Thomas
Bach, speaking last mon-
th in Tokyo, described the
games as “the best prepa-
red” in history. They have
overcome early problems
that included a plagiari-
zed logo design, and a re-
design of a new Olympic
stadium because of soa-
ring costs. General cost
overruns have continued
to be an issue for Tokyo,
which is now spending
three times more than it

said it would when it was
selected.

Takeda, a distant mem-
ber of Japan’s royal family
— he is great grandson of
the Meiji emperor who
ruled late in 19th century
and into the 20th — gave
only courtesy bows before
and after his speech, not
the low, sustained bows
associated with showing
deep remorse.

He acknowledged he
had signed off on about
$2 million in payments
to a Singapore consulting
company, Black Tidings.

French investigators
have linked Black Tidings
to Papa Massata Diack,
one of the sons of power-
ful ex-IOC member Lami-
ne Diack of Senegal.

Lamine Diack had huge
influence over Olympic
voters in Africa. In 2013,
IOC members voted for

ympics and I0C

a2 __rr"

Tokyo, eliminating attrac-
tive bids from Madrid and
Istanbul.

“The contract [with Bla-
ck Tidings] was reviewed
and I did make the final
signature,” Takeda, the
head of the IOC marketing
commission, said. He cal-
led it a “regular commer-
cial contract procedure”
and said “there were seve-
ral others who signed off
before me.”

“As for me, I was not
involved in the decision-
making process for de-
ciding on Black Tiding,”
Takeda said. “There was
no reason for me to ques-
tion the process on this
consultation deal.”

Jeff Kingston, who tea-
ches Japanese politics
at Temple University in
Tokyo, said in the “end
this could be known as the
Black Tidings Olympics.”

“It’s a huge black eye for
Japan. There is no other
way to spin it,” he told The
Associated Press.

Kingston also blamed
the IOC.

“What this does is expo-
se the failure of the IOC
to get its house in order,”
Kingston said.

Dressed in a dark suit
and a silver-blue tie to ma-
tch his hair, Takeda spoke
seated without the usual
promotional  backdrop
of the Tokyo Olympics,
or the Japanese Olympic
Committee. He offered
little new, referring often
to a 2016 internal report
by the Japanese Olym-
pic Committee that es-
sentially cleared him of
wrongdoing.

The JOC report conclu-
ded the $2 million was
appropriate  compensa-
tion for consulting work
done by Black Tidings.
Takeda also said he had
no knowledge of links to
the Diack family. He said
the contact was not “ille-
gal under Japanese law.”

“I'd like to clear the alle-
gation against me, and I
will cooperate fully with
French authorities,” Take-
da said.

Tokyo’s Olympic organi-
zing committee attemp-
ted to distance itself from
Takeda, who headed the
bid committee but is not
at the head of the organi-
zing committee.

“The Tokyo 2020 or-
ganizing committee has
no means of knowing the
details of the bid commi-
ttee’s activities, as the or-
ganizing committee was

established after Tokyo
was selected as the host
city,” organizers said in
a statement. “We believe
that the games were awar-
ded to Tokyo because the
city presented the best
bid.”

The preliminary charge
against Takeda announ-
ced by the National Finan-
cial Prosecutors office was
first reported by French
newspaper Le Monde. The
preliminary charge means
the investigating magis-
trate has determined the-
re are serious grounds for
suspicion. But no decision
has been announced on
any prosecution.

Takeda said in early
2017 he replied to ques-
tions from the Tokyo dis-
trict court, but he said the
court did not follow up.

The IOC has backed
Takeda and says he has
the presumption of inno-
cence. Takeda testified
by video hookup on Fri-
day with the IOC ethics
commission, but gave no
details of any action it mi-
ght take. Emails from the
AP asking for details went
unanswered.

The IOC has periodically
asked other members to
resign, or step aside while
their conduct was being
investigated.

The IOC has about 100
members, and three are
suspended on corrup-
tion allegations: Sheikh
Ahmad of Kuwait, Frank
Fredericks of Namibia,
and Patrick Hickey of Ire-
land. Nuzman, an hono-
rary member from Brazil,
is also suspended. AP
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Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel will top the list of leaders
attending the World Economic Forum’s annual
meeting next week after the withdrawal of President
Donald Trump.

The U.S. president canceled his trip to the annual
gathering of global financial elites because of the
government shutdown, which is now the longest in
the nation’s history. The U.S. delegation will include
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Secretary

of State Mike Pompeo.

Brazil’s recently sworn-in President Jair Bolsona-
ro will attend, as will U2 frontman Bono and Bri-
tain’s Prince William. Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
Chief Executive Officer David Solomon and hedge
fund billionaire Ray Dalio will also be there.

The gather at a time when investors are questio-
ning the outlook for the world economy and in-
creasingly linking the prospects for its expansion
to geopolitical events such as trade wars and Brexit.

DonaLp TRUMP SHOULD STOP
MISUSING THE MILITARY

With Congress refusing to provide USD5.7
billion for his wall on the Mexican border,
President Trump has said he may fund it with
money diverted from the Defense Department
budget, perhaps by using active-duty troops in
the construction.

This is a bad idea for several reasons. One is
that it’s doubtful a president has the authority
to divert funds appropriated by Congress for
specific actions by a federal department, even
if he declares a bogus “national emergency.” If
Trump tries, you can expect legal challenges;
even some Republicans might decide it’s time
to draw the line.

An alternative plan to use the Army Corps of
Engineers for the job may avoid stepping on
Congress’s prerogatives, but either way of
bringing in the military would take money and
manpower away from badly needed construc-
tion projects on military bases (126 of which are
contaminated with compounds linked to cancer
and birth defects).

The third reason is the most dispiriting: This
would be the most blatant example to date of
Trump using the military as his personal play-
thing. The president usually professes great
respect for the armed forces (while making
exceptions for political opponents), but his
behavior is more eloquent and says just the
opposite.

Upon taking office, Trump referred to “my
generals,” reducing his role as commander in
chief to an opportunity for boasting. Then, over
the course of two years, he fired or humiliated
defense secretary James Mattis, Homeland
Security secretary turned White House chief of
staff John Kelly, and national security adviser
H. R. McMaster. (McMaster’s predecessor, Mi-
chael Flynn, left in disgrace).

Now the president is reportedly trying, over
Mattis’s objections, to force the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Joe Dunford, out of
the job.

Trump overruled Mattis in pulling out of the
Iran deal, ignored his opposition to a new Spa-
ce Force, and caught him off guard with tweets
about banning transgender recruits. The last
straw for Mattis was the president’s announ-
cement that he would withdraw all U.S. troops
from Syria and Afghanistan (exactly what this
policy amounts to still isn’t clear).

These misguided initiatives and erratic pro-
nouncements are bad in themselves, but they
also make it harder for the military to do its job.
They leave men and women set to deploy in
limbo, those on the front lines uncertain of their
role, and commanders on the ground with di-
minished authority. Most important, they con-
tinue the disturbing trend of politicizing the
military.

All that’'s needed to complete this catalog of
disrespect is to revive the idea of a great mili-
tary parade — supposedly to honor the troops,
but in fact to glorify the president. Count the
failure to see that those two things aren’t the
same as among Trump’s worst derelictions.

Netflix raising prices
for 58 M US subscribers
as costs rise

Netflix Originals

Trending Now
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ETFLIX is raising its

U.S. prices by 13 per-
cent to 18 percent, its big-
gest increase since the com-
pany launched its strea-
ming service 12 years ago.

Its most popular plan
will see the largest hike, to
USD13 per month from $11.
That option offers high-de-
finition streaming on up
to two different internet-
connected devices simulta-
neously. Even at the higher
price, that plan is still a few
dollars cheaper than HBO,
whose streaming service
charges $15 per month.

The extra cash will help
to pay for Netflix’s huge in-
vestment in original shows
and films and finance the
heavy debt it has assumed
to ward off rivals such as
Amazon, Disney and AT&T.

This marks the fourth
time that Netflix has raised
its U.S. prices; the last hike
came in late 2017 . But this
is the first time that higher
prices will hit all 58 million
U.S. subscribers, the num-
ber Netflix reported at the
end of September.

Previously, Netflix had
continued to offer a ba-
sic, $8-a-month streaming
plan while raising rates on
more comprehensive plans
with better video quality
and options to watch si-
multaneously on different
devices.

This time, the price for the
cheapest plan is going up to
$9 per month. A premium
plan offering ultra-high de-
finition will jump to $16 per

e R o5 CHARITY
Ui G

MY MEXT GUEST
iV LA -

TIERIAN P

month from $14.

The new prices will imme-
diately affect all new subs-
cribers and then roll out to
existing customers during
the next three months.
Customers in about 40 La-
tin America countries whe-
re Netflix bills in U.S. cur-
rency will also be affected,
excepting key international
markets such as Mexico
and Brazil.

Netflix had nearly 79
million subscribers outside
the U.S. as of September.

Higher prices could alie-
nate subscribers and pos-
sibly even trigger a wave
of cancelations. For ins-
tance, Netflix faced a huge
backlash in 2011 when it
unbundled video streaming
from its older DVD-by-mail
service, resulting in a 60
percent price increase for
subscribers who wanted
to keep both plans. Netflix
lost 600,000 subscribers
after that switch.

The company is now be-
tting it can gradually rai-
se its prices, bolstered by
a string of acclaimed hits
during that past five years
that have included “Hou-
se of Cards,” “Orange Is
The New Black,” “Stran-
ger Things,” “The Crown”
and, most recently, the film
“Bird Box.”

“We change pricing from
time to time as we conti-
nue investing in great en-
tertainment and improving
the overall Netflix expe-
rience,” the company said
in a statement.

Consumers also have an
increasing array of other
streaming options .
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Amazon offers a strea-
ming service as part of its
Prime shipping program
for $13 per month, or $120
for an annual membership.
Hulu sells an ad-free service
for $12 per month. AT&T’s
WarnerMedia unit plans a
broader streaming service
this year centered on HBO.
Walt Disney is gearing up to
launch a streaming channel
this year.

With Apple also widely
expected to join the video-
streaming fray, the com-
petition for programming
is enabling top directors,
writers and actors to charge
more for their talents. That
has intensified financial
pressure on Netflix, whi-
ch hasn’t been bringing in
enough money to pay for all
its programming and other
business expenses.

The company burned
through about $3 billion
last year and is expecting to
do so again this year. To of-
fset the negative cash flow,
Netflix has been borrowing
heavily to pay for program-
ming. The Los Gatos, Cali-
fornia, company had accu-
mulated nearly $12 billion
in debt before borrowing
another $2 billion in an Oc-
tober bond offering.

Concerns about the sti-
ffening competition and
Netflix’s ability to sustain
its current leadership in vi-
deo streaming has caused
the company’s stock price
to slide by 21 percent from
its peak of $423.21 reached
last June. The shares stood
at $332.94 heading into
yesterday’s trading ses-
sion. AP
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IRAN yesterday
conducted one of

at least two satellite
launches it plans despite
criticism from the United
States, but the satellite
failed to reach orbit.

US-TURKEY President
Donald Trump’s warning
that if Turkey attacks
U.S.-backed Kurdish
forces in Syria, the
United States will
“devastate Turkey
economically” has
drawn a sharp response
from Ankara and
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.
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southern Spain are
digging a horizontal
tunnel in an attempt
to reach the bottom
of a deep and narrow
borehole where they
hope to find a 2-year-
old toddler, two days
after he disappeared.

BRITAIN Lawmakers
were preparing to
deliver their verdict on
Prime Minister Theresa
May’s divorce deal
with the European
Union yesterday after
more than two years
of political upheaval.
All signs point to it
receiving a resounding
thumbs-down from
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CUBA President Donald
Trump’s Cuba policy

is driving hundreds of
millions of dollars from
the island’s private
entrepreneurs to its
military-controlled
tourism sector,

the opposite of its
supposed goal, new
statistics say.

BRAZIL The sister

of slain Brazilian
councilwoman Marielle
Franco has expressed
concern about the
conservative new
governor’s commitment
to solving the case.

ANTARCTICA is melting
more than six times
faster than it did in the
1980s, a new study
shows.



