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former 
um dean 
acquitted

migrants raise awareness 
about domestic violence

deadline in trade talks 
may be extended

A group of migrant workers has 
celebrated the seventh edition 
of the annual global campaign 
‘One Billion Rising’

U.S. President Donald Trump 
said that “there’s a possibility” 
he would extend a March 2 
deadline in trade talks with China P5 cOuRTs
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Chief exeCUTive eleCTiOn

Analysts, 
lawmaker 
welcome 1st 
contest in 2 
decades 

IndonesIa  Plantation 
companies fined for 
burning huge areas 
of land since 2009 
have failed to pay 
hundreds of millions 
of dollars in penalties 
meant to hold them 
accountable for actions 
that took a devastating 
environmental and 
human toll.

ThaIland The political 
party seen as the main 
challenger to military-
dominated government 
in Thailand held its first 
rally in the capital, as 
campaigning heats up 
for the first election 
since a 2014 military 
coup. More on p13

MyanMar A court 
sentenced two men to 
death for the killing of a 
prominent Muslim lawyer 
who was a close adviser 
to the country’s leader, 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

IndIa-PakIsTan 
As india considers 
its response to the 
suicide car bombing of 
a paramilitary convoy 
in the disputed region 
of Kashmir that killed 
dozens of soldiers, 
a retired military 
commander who 
oversaw a much-lauded 
military strike against 
neighboring Pakistan in 
2016 has urged caution. 
More on p12

yeMen U.n. envoy 
Martin Griffiths arrived 
yesterday in the capital, 
Sanaa, to discuss the 
“complex situation” in 
and around the key port 
city of hodeida, Yemeni 
security officials said.
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Taking in baby kittens is a wonderful expe-
rience, but it can be nerve wracking, particu-

larly the first time. Kittens are tiny and fragile, and 
a new foster parent may be worried about inad-
vertently harming or neglecting their kitten. Lear-
ning as much as you can before you start can help.

Why are there foster care kittens?
Sometimes a mother cat dies or abandons her kit-
tens. In that case, you may have found a young ki-
tten that still needs milk feeding. Or, a cat shelter 
may not have room for all the kittens they are gi-
ven, and ask people to care for them temporarily. 
In this case, the kitten is usually already weaned.

i’ve found a kitten, what should i do?
If you find an abandoned kitten, first make sure 
that the mother isn’t coming back. If there is no 
sign of her, you should keep the kitten as warm 
as possible, preferably putting it against your own 
skin until you can get it to a heated place. Take it to 

the vet as soon as possible, particularly if you have 
no experience with fostering kittens. It may need 
worming, flea treatments re-hydration, or other 
care. Your vet can also advise you on how old your 
kitten is and how to feed it.

How do i feed my kitten?
If it is a very young kitten, you may have to feed it 
with an eyedropper, or a special kitten nursing bo-
ttle. Buy kitten milk formula (if you can’t find any 
quickly, call on your local vet or cat shelter and 
ask their advice). Week old kittens need feeding 
six times per day, while two week old kittens need 
four feedings per day. Once they are three weeks 
old, you can reduce it to three feedings per day. At 
four weeks you can continue with three feedings 
but begin to give them solid food as well (either 
canned, or soaked dry kitten food). Usually, if you 
are caring for a shelter kitten, they will provide 
you with some food, and instructions.
The amount of milk your kitten needs will depend 

on how large it is, and this is generally noted on 
the milk container. Hold the eyedropper or bottle 
at 45 degrees so the kitten doesn’t suck in any air 
with the milk, and allow him to suckle, rather than 
squirting the milk into his mouth.

What about the litter box?
Kittens can be encouraged to go in the litter box 
at around four weeks. Put them in there when 
you see them begin to go, and they will soon get 
the idea. Before that time, you should act as the 
mother cat would, and stimulate the kitten by ru-
bbing gently on its stomach, to encourage it to go.

What if my kitten gets sick?
Kittens can die very quickly once they get sick, 
particularly if they weren’t raised on their mo-
ther’s milk with its natural antibodies. Immedia-
tely take your kitten to a vet if your kitten shows:
• lethargy
• loss of appetite
• discharge from eyes, nose or mouth
• excessive sneezing
• other abnormal behavior
Fostering a kitten is a wonderful experience, 
allowing you to make a difference in a young cat’s 

ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

taking care of kittens

ASK THE VET

life. It can be labour intensive, particularly with 
very young kittens, but the reward of a happy, 
healthy cat is worth it.

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 

Dr Ruan Bester

Wilma Jacinto (left) and Roi Solikin

Migrant groups unite to raise 
awareness of domestic violence

Catholic community celebrates sports fest
A Catholic community gathered yester-

day to celebrate its annual “Provincial 
Group Sports Fest” as part of its recreatio-
nal activity.

Held annually for the past ten years, El 
Shaddai – Macau Chapter – hosts the event 
that also promotes the different cultures of 
the Philippines’ different provinces.

The day kicked off with a mass, a special 
message and the sports festival.

Emmamae Marcelo, the missionary in 
charge of the event, remarked, “the goal of 
the event is to have camaraderie […] and it 
is also a new way of evangelization as there 
are also newcomers.”

The groups each dressed in different 
attires and costumes that best repre-
sent their province, with a hint of a 
Chinese New Year element, as part of a 

competition.
El Shaddai, a local church that holds 

mass at Dom Bosco Chapel, has regular 
attendees of 200 every Sunday. 

Marcelo further explained that the Ca-
tholic community has been growing, ad-
ding that there is a significant number of 

devotees attending mass every morning. 
“We have regular masses and the Ca-

tholic faith has been really growing in the 
city,” said Marcelo. 

She added that when the church celebra-
tes its annual anniversary, it could gather 
up to 500 participants. 

Lynzy Valles 

A group of migrant workers 
has celebrated the seventh 

edition of an annual global cam-
paign, One Billion Rising, which 
aims to end violence against wo-
men.

This year’s theme is “Rising: 
from a campaign, to a way of life,” 
referencing the community’s view 
that the campaign has already be-
come a way of life since it kicked 
off in 2012. 

Yesterday, several groups of mi-
grant associations, including Mi-
grante Macau and the Indonesian 
Macau Workers Union, gathered 
at the tent near Nam Van Lake to 
raise awareness of the campaign.

Held for the fifth time in the 
SAR, the small gathering featured 
the One Billion Rising dance and 
food sharing amongst the com-
munity. 

Wilma Jacinto, Chairperson of 
Migrante Macau, told the Times 
that although Macau does not 
have a significant number of do-
mestic violence cases, she belie-
ved that such awareness should 
still be spread in the region for 
women to know about and stand 
up for their rights.

According to the latest data, 32 
cases of domestic violence were 
reported across Macau in the first 
half of 2018: 19 involving spouses, 
ten involving children and three 
involving other family members. 
22 of the cases involved physical 
abuse.

“This issue is not so significant 
in Macau and we [migrants] have 
not encountered any severe ca-
ses of domestic violence that in-
volves a domestic worker but we 
encourage these women to fight 
and stand up for their rights – not 
only in Macau but elsewhere,” 
said Jacinto.

Meanwhile, Roi Solikin stressed 
that many migrant workers in 
the city are vulnerable to domes-
tic violence, and called on fellow 
women to raise awareness of this 
possibility.

“We need to strengthen this 
community for women so they 
will not be afraid to speak up. We 
do this for solidarity as there are 
really women who are prone to 
domestic violence,” she said.

In Macau, it has been three 
years since the Legislative Assem-
bly approved Law n. 2/2016, lis-
ting actions of domestic violence 
as a public crime. 
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Song Man Lei talks with the press after the meeting 

Dates for CE election 
committee proceedings set
THE submission of re-

gistration forms by can-
didates for the Electoral 
Affairs Commission for 

the Chief Executive Election is 
scheduled for April, the Com-
mission announced on Friday. 

Following its inauguration last 
week, the Commission held its 
first meeting on Friday. After the 
meeting, the Commission met 
with the media to explain the 
content of the meeting. 

Chairman of the Commission, 
Song Man Lei, reported that, 
between April 8 and 23, lega 
person voters should register 
their representatives authorized 
to nominate candidates for the 
Chief Executive Election Com-
mittee.

Candidates for the Chief Execu-
tive Election Committee should 
then submit their candidature 
applications to the Electoral Af-
fairs Commission from 24 April 
to May 7.

Moreover, in April, the Public 
Administration and Civil Service 
Bureau (SAFP) will hold a brie-
fing on the Committee election, 

with the detailed schedule and 
location to be announced later. 

During the meeting, the Com-
mission also discussed a webpa-
ge on election matters that wou-
ld release the latest news and 
information. 

When questioned about mat-
ters concerning the candidates 
for Chief Executive, Song explai-
ned that lawmakers who intend 
to run for CE will have to suspend 
their duties as lawmakers once 

they are admitted as candida-
tes. The suspension should start 
from the moment a lawmaker 
is admitted, and last until the 
announcement of the election’s 
results. 

Principal officials of the gover-
nment, members of the Chief 
Executive Council, judges, judi-
cial assistants, members of the 
Commission, members of the 
Committee, and Public Adminis-
tration staff may be nominated 

as candidates unless they have 
resigned or retired on the nomi-
nation date. 

The Electoral Affairs Commis-
sion is responsible for coordi-
nating the process to choose the 
400-member Chief Executive 
Election Committee, and the-
reafter to coordinate the actual 
election of a new Chief Executi-
ve. This must be determined by 
June 16.

Regarding the schedule for the 
CE election, Song noted that the 
Commission has already started 
discussions. 

Earlier last week, the president 
of the Legislative Assembly (AL), 
Ho Iat Seng, acknowledged that 
he was “actively considering” his 
candidacy to become the next 
Chief Executive when the suc-
cessor to Chui Sai On is chosen 
later this year. Also last week, 
Secretary for Economy and Fi-
nance Lionel Leong remarked 
that he will “listen to the com-
munity’s opinions and consider 
them comprehensively” when 
choosing whether to run in the 
election [more on page 4]. JZ

MIECF to 
promote 
‘ecological 
civilization’ 
The 2019 Macau International 
Environmental Co-operation 
Forum & Exhibition (MIECF) 
will be held from March 28 
to 30, featuring the theme 
“Promoting Ecological 
Civilization and Green 
Development.” Organizers 
announced on Friday that 
this year’s event will set up 
a “Greenovation Zone” to 
offer displays and networking 
activities related to innovative 
green technologies and 
promote the application 
and exchange of innovative 
environmentally-friendly 
technologies. This year marks 
the 12th anniversary of the 
MIECF, which debuted in 
2008.  Last year’s MIECF 
witnessed the signing of 35 
agreements and 349 on-site 
business matching sessions 
held in the Green Matching 
zone, bringing together over 50 
pioneers in the environmental 
protection industry, leaders 
of multinational corporations, 
and regional policy-makers 
from different countries and 
regions to share their visions, 
as well as the latest corporate 
strategies and industrial tends.
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In this August 2017 photo widely shared on social media, Secretary Lionel Leong is seen carrying a tree branch during the 
clean-up operations in the aftermath of Typhoon Hato

Chief exeCUTive

Secretary Leong hints at bid for top post

Health Bureau offers up to USD80,000 
support to domestic violence victim
THE 31-year-old wo-

man who was victim 
of a domestic violence in-
cident in July 2018 that 
left her badly disfigured 
will be sponsored by a 
local charity to under-
go extensive surgery in 
Singapore to regain her 
eyesight, according to the 
Health Bureau. 

The Health Bureau 
(SSM) had a meeting 
with the Conde S. Januá-
rio Hospital (CHCSJ), 
a representative of the 
charity, the victim and 
the victim’s family about 
sending her to Singapo-
re. 

The charity will 
give the victim be-

tween USD70,000 and 
USD80,000. This money 
will be paid directly to 
the relevant Singaporean 
hospital. 

The SSM had publicly 
announced that the vic-
tim’s family had accepted 
the support.

However, Lao Kei, fa-
ther of the victim, said 

that his family has yet to 
accept the fund and that 
he was shocked with the 
bureau’s statement re-
garding their supposed 
acceptance.

The charity fund has 
conditions regarding the 
medical treatment, sta-
ting that it must be done 
in Singapore and that it 

will be up to the commi-
ttee to select the medical 
institute.  

As previously discus-
sed, the proposed medi-
cal treatment was suppo-
sed to be in the U.K.

“The news was released 
on the night of the mee-
ting, forgetting our reply 
on whether we will ac-

cept the fund,” said Lao 
Kei during a press con-
ference at the office of le-
gislator Agnes Lam.

“Sure, we are shocked 
about it. This gives us 
huge pressure mentally 
as a result,” he added. 

As cited in a TDM re-
port, he added that the 
family was informed that 
further decisions will be 
made after a check-up in 
Hong Kong.

The campaign, calling 
for support from local re-
sidents, is set to continue 
for one more week. 

Daniel Beitler, Julie Zhu

THE Secretary for Economy 
and Finance hinted on Fri-

day that he might run in the up-
coming chief executive election, 
becoming the second possible 
candidate after Ho Iat Seng, the 
President of the Legislative As-
sembly, who said earlier in the 
week he was actively considering 
the job.

Speaking to the media on the 
sidelines of a Chinese Lunar 
New Year dinner hosted by the 
Macau Chamber of Commerce, 
Secretary Leong said that he is 
listening to the opinions of the 
community and will “consider 
them comprehensively.” 

His statements echo that of 
potential rival Ho Iat Seng, who 
signaled a similar “considera-
tion” of the position almost one 
year ago before repeating that 
sentiment last week.

Leong said Friday that he is 
willing to adopt any position in 
public service provided that it 
is within his personal capability 
and that it allows him to contri-
bute to the development of Chi-
na and Macau.

Citing the words of the director 
of the Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office of China’s State Cou-
ncil, Leong specified that there 
are just four requirements for a 
person to be eligible for the Chief 
Executive post: to love the coun-
try and love Macau; to be trus-
ted by the central government; 
to have administrative abilities; 
and to be supported by the Ma-
cau people. 

The Secretary added that in this 
new era of the country’s develo-
pment, he believes that the Chief 
Executive needs to be someone 
who can “lead the civil service” 
and who can “coordinate all sec-
tors in the society.” Macau’s top 
official should also have “expe-
rience and capability in public 
administration,” an extensive 
social network, and the trust of 
various interests in the city.

“This is not just a personal 
choice,” answered Leong when 
asked if he feels qualified for the 
position. “I think I need to listen 

to the opinions of the various 
sectors within the community, 
and I will engage in a positive 
attitude […] when considering 
them.”

Leong and Ho have long been 
favorites to succeed incumbent 
Chui Sai On, whose second and 
final five-year term in office will 
conclude on December 19. 

The two potential candidates 
are currently on equal footing. 
Neither has officially confirmed 
their participation in the elec-
tion, nor ruled it out. 

Lawmaker Pereira Coutinho 
and social commentator Larry 
So both said they welcomed a se-
cond contender for the role, whi-
ch would interrupt the pattern of 
the previous two elections when 
Chui Sai On ran unopposed. The 
only time there was more than 
one candidate in a Chief Execu-
tive election was the very first, 
when Edmund Ho ran against 
Stanley Au. 

“Although I am against a mi-
nority of 400 people having the 
[sole] privilege of electing the 
chief executive, it is a positive 
sign to have more than one can-
didate,” said lawmaker Pereira 
Coutinho.

But the lawmaker warned that 
both candidates would face the 
same major challenge as Chief 
Executive.

“Anyone who is elected will 
have a very big problem [regar-
ding] indebtedness to the vested 
interests of the 400 electors,” he 
cautioned. “Macau is very small. 

Everyone is tied to many other 
people – whether that’s media 
links, commercial links or casino 
links. It’s very hard to find truly 
independent candidates.”

Larry So said he was “glad that 
we might have more than one 
candidate this time,” but offe-
red the opinion that Ho was the 
frontrunner in the race. “Secre-
tary Leong may have a chance 
although if Ho Iat Seng runs, 
Leong will face very strong com-
petition,” he said. 

Meanwhile, lawyer and politi-
cal analyst Sérgio Almeida Cor-
reia holds the reverse opinion. 

Leong has been the “main candi-
date for the job since he started 
his rise in local politics” in the 
early 2000s, he said, adding that 
the surprise is that Ho Iat Seng 
is considering the role. 

“[Ho] previously said he didn’t 
have the profile because of a lack 
of experience in politics and pu-
blic administration. He also said 
that he was too old,” recalled 
Correia. “He suddenly chan-
ged that position in March last 
year […] and it is my conviction 
that someone in Macau put him 
forward for this.”

For Correia, “Leong is ancho-
red in Macau society much be-
tter. For example, in the after-
math of typhoon Hato, there is 
a picture of Leong cleaning the 
streets, carrying a tree branch. 
That is a very powerful image. It 
says to people that Leong is on 
their side. He was the first to get 
on the street, and then the others 
[high-profile officials] followed.”

And although the Macau public 
will not have a direct say in who 
becomes the next Chief Execu-
tive, “they are interested in this 
decision” and their opinion will 
weigh on the privileged electora-
te. “[The public’s] quality of life 
is decreasing and that’s some-
thing everyone has an interest 
in,” said Correia.

 
it is a positive 
sign to have 
more than one 
candidate.

PEREIRA CoUTINHo
LAWMAKER 

 
leong is 
anchored in 
Macau society 
much better.

SéRGIo ALMEIDA CoRREIA
LAWYER 

tam does not rule out candidacy 
QUESTiOnED YESTERDaY 
about a possible candidacy to the 
post of Chief Executive, Alexis 
Tam would not give a definite 
answer. “My current hope is to 
fulfill the duties as the Secretary 

for Social Affairs and Culture and 
supporting the development of the 
country, in order to increase the 
welfare of the Macau population,” 
Tam said, quoted in a statement 
issued by his office. 
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Maritime Museum 
temporarily closed for 
renovation works

The repair works of the central air conditioning 
system and other facilities of the Maritime Museum 
will start tomorrow and will take about two and a 
half months. The Maritime Museum and the No.1 
pier will be closed to the public until the completion 
of the works. The reopening date of the Museum 
will be announced later. 

300 more body-worn 
video cameras expected 
The Public Security Police Force (PSP) has 
purchased 300 additional body-worn video cameras 
for police officers on the frontline, according to 
PSP Commissioner Leong Man Cheong. Since last 
year, the government has been equipping police 
officers on duty at the frontline with body-worn 
video cameras. Last year, the PSP purchased 100 
cameras.  On Friday, Leong remarked that the 
cameras would have an obvious impact in helping 
police officers carry out law enforcement. These 300 
new cameras are expected to be put into operation 
in the second quarter. 

John Mo

Former UM dean 
acquitted of rape charges
THE former dean of the Faculty 

of Law at the University of Ma-
cau (UM), John Mo, was acquit-
ted from all the charges of rape, 

the Court of First Instance (TJB) ruled 
on Friday.

Mo was immediately released from the 
preventive custody in which he had spent 
almost nine months since June last year.

According to the decision of the court, 
announced by the judge that presided 
over the trial, it was not proven beyond 
reasonable doubt that the former UM 
professor had forced the student who 
pressed charges against him into any 
form of sexual act.

Evidence included surveillance camera 
footage from bars and other public ve-
nues where Mo and the student had been 
together, in which it is shown that the 
student never tried to refuse any of Mo’s 
advances. According to the TJB, this 
footage indicates that the sexual contact 
among the two was consensual.

The TJB said there was proof that the 
scholar did have sexual contact with the 
complainant, but that such acts were 
consented to and did not fit with the de-
finition of rape.

Equally, the other two defendants on the 
case, Lei Iok Pui and Yang Manman, who 
were also accused of the crimes of rape and 
inaction, were also found not guilty.

The trial, which gathered a lot of media 
interest, was held behind closed doors on 
Jan. 25, reaching the sentencing stage in 
just two audiences, with a single audience 
in which all the defendants and the witnes-
ses were heard.

While exiting the court, Mo’s lawyer Oria-
na Pun said that the accusations from the 

complainant were found to be groundless, 
expressing satisfaction with the decision of 
the court. “The [alleged] victim made her 
statements in court and then vanished,” 
she said, noting that the student was 
always represented in court by the Public 
Prosecution.

“The judges were very well prepared,” 
Pun said. “What was said is true. Althou-
gh the trial lasted only a day, we were all 
prepared and we all watched the video. So 
it was quick and effective.” Pun remarked 
that the court accepted and agreed with 
most of the defendant’s views and doubts 
regarding the case.

As for further actions regarding the case, 
Pun said that the defense is still evaluating 
further actions, though noted that it is “a 
right of her client to sue the complainant,” 
and that further actions regarding the ter-
mination of contract by the UM are “still 
being considered.”

Mo had been listed as a suspect in June 
2018 when a student from the mainland 
pressed charges against him for rape.

The investigation that followed led the 
UM to terminate the contract with Mo, 
who was at the time Dean of the Faculty of 
Law.  RM



18.02.2019 mon

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo6
 

th Anniversary

 



mon 18.02.2019

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 7
 

th Anniversary

 

The new FIA International F3 car

Sophia Florsch (top) goes over Japanese driver Sho Tsuboi’s car

Macau Grand Prix F3 car 
specifications still unknown 
Renato Marques

NEW regulations and 
car specifications for 
the FIA Formula 3 
championships are 

currently under discussion, and 
it is still unknown which models 
will be allowed to compete in off - 
regular season events such as 
the FIA Formula 3 World Cup 
(currently the main highlight of 
the Macau Grand Prix).

In the 2018 F3 Macau GP, the 
solution of using the previous 
year’s car specifications and 
keeping everything almost un-
touched seemed to have gathe-
red something of a consensus 
among organizers, drivers and 
teams. However, drastic chan-
ges introduced at the end of last 
season to revitalize a series that 
traditionally served as a sprin-
gboard to Formula One seem 
to have created an additional 
problem of how the competition 
would continue to run in the 
streets of Macau every Novem-
ber.

As teams are gearing up for 
another F3 season and the Ma-
cau Grand Prix Organizing 
Committee (MGPOC) says it is 
“currently evaluating all options 
available with regard to the type 
of Formula 3 cars to be used 
in this year’s F3 Macau Grand 
Prix,” opinions are starting to 
surface from drivers, teams and 
constructors.

In a recent report from the 
Automotive website “The Dri-
ve,” racing driver Oliver Jarvis 
is quoted saying that there is a 
general consensus among all 
those who have raced in Ma-
cau that the proposed changes 
to the circuit would not make it 
safer.

Jarvis recalled last year’s ac-
cident involving Sophia Flors-
ch at the Lisboa bend. “Almost 
all the accidents that happen 
there are quite low speed. Cars 
locking up and nosing into the 
wall. The high speed in Macau 
certainly was a factor, but it was 
not a common accident there,” 
he said. “I raced F3 at Macau for 
two years and never saw any-
thing that spectacular.”

In Jarvis’ opinion, any pro-
posed changes should restrict 
the cars, rather than the track. 
“I would prefer the cars getting 
lower power at Macau rather 
than the track be changed. If 
you start putting in chicanes you 
will lose a lot of the overtaking 
potential.”

Such opinion, is shared by 
others in the field, such as Bill 
O’Brien, team manager of Black 
Arts Racing, a China/Hong Kong 
registered motor racing team 
with headquarters at Zhuhai 
International Circuit and that 
races several cars in different 

categories including the Asian 
Formula Renault Series, China 
Formula 4 Championship, and 
Asian F3 series.

Speaking to the Times, O’Brien 
said, “there has been discussion 
about using the old European 
F3 car or even the new FIA 
International F3 car, which I 
think is way too dangerous for 
Macau.” 

“We hope they will run the new 
regional F3 car [Europe, Asia 
and W Series Car]. It will be be-
tter racing and way safer,” he 
added. In O’Brien’s opinion, the 
Regional F3 car, besides being 
safer, could also offer closer 
competition and better racing, 
being the best of the three op-
tions on the table.

The fact that the car is used 
also by the European F3, Asian 
F3 and W Series - a recently 
presented racing series exclusi-
ve for female drivers kicking off 
this spring - can also guarantee 
some diversity in terms of dri-
vers and teams.

The new car, code-named Ta-
tuus F.3 T-318, is produced by 
Italian chassis manufacturer 
Tatuus, the same company res-
ponsible for the construction of 
the chassis being used in seve-
ral F4 racing series. The Tatuus 
F.3 T-318 would be powered by 
an Alfa Romeo 1750 TBi engine 
built by the Italian Autotecnica 
Motori.

The engine is a four-cylinder 
inline turbocharger of 1742cc 

with double VVT delivering 
270bhp and has been running 
since July 2018 on the newly 
created F3 Asia Series, the first 
of the new system of FIA F3 re-
gional series that is active due 
to the establishment of a “Win-
ter Series.” This series included 
three weekends of competition 
in Thailand and Malaysia.

Two-time Macau Grand Prix 
winner Dan Ticktum was one of 
the drivers who took this oppor-
tunity to contest the Asian F3 
Winter Series in a bid to collect 
points necessary to apply for a 
super-licence that could open 
his doors to Formula One.

Dallara, another Italian chassis 
manufacturer, disagrees. A re-
port by newspaper Hoje Macau 

quotes Dallara’s Engineering & 
Project Management Jos Claes 
expressing concerns over the 
possibility of the FIA and the 
MGPOC choice for 2019 fall for 
the regional F3 car, a solution 
that he considers a downgrade 
from the previous F3 car.

“It’s up to the Macau Grand 
Prix [Organizing Committee] to 
decide what they want. If they 
want to keep people in the me-
dia center, this is the result of 
several years of appearance of 
highlighted drivers and driving 
the F3 International car. This 
would keep the quality [sta-
tus of the competition].” On 
the other hand, “if they want 
to bring in the Asian regional 
championships or something 
like that, then the attention 
[from media] would be totally 
different.”

The F3 International Series 
car, built by Dallara and firstly 
presented at the F1 season fina-
le at the Yas Marina Circuit in 
Abu Dhabi last November, will 
be contending for three seasons 
(2019-2021) and presents signi-
ficant upgrades from the former 
F3 car, being closer to the for-
mer GP3 Series car which it re-
places and sharing with this the 
engine that moved from an Inli-
ne-four 2.0Litre to a V6 3.4Litre 
capable of delivering 380bhp, 
that is, over 40 percent more 
than the F3 regional series car.

This car is also significantly 
larger than the former F3 with 
the wheelbase length to grow 
from the previous 2,000mm to 
2,800-3,000mm, maintaining a 
minimum track of 1,200mm.

At the same time, Dallara an-
nounced that it is building a 
new car for the F3 regional se-
ries that, in the words of Claes, 
would be “a little below of the 
current International F3 car but 
above the ones racing on regio-
nal series.”

Also corroborating Dallara’s 
intentions was a race promoter 
representative with connec-
tions to several teams in the 
field, who agreed to provide a 
short comment to the Times 
but asked not to be identified. 
Claiming that as far as he was 
aware, a final decision has yet 
to be made, he favors the ideas 
expressed by Dallara saying, 
“I hope [the car that will race 
in Macau this year] will be the 
[new] FIA-F3 car, but the [sce-
nario of continuing to be] the 
Dallara F312 F3 car is a very 
realistic [one].”

 
i would prefer 
the cars getting 
lower power at 
Macau rather 
than the track 
be changed.

oLIvER JARvIS
RACING DRIvER
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Tilman Fertitta, the 
Houston real estate mo-

gul who last year proposed 
merging his casino and res-
taurant empire with Cae-
sars Entertainment Corp., 
has become an investor in 
the Las Vegas company, ac-
cording to a person familiar 
with the situation.

Fertitta bought about 4 
million Caesars shares, less 
than 1 percent of the total, 
because he thinks the com-
pany is undervalued, ac-
cording to the person, who 
asked not to be identified be-
cause he wasn’t authorized 
to speak publicly. Fertitta 
remains interested in a pos-
sible combination with Cae-
sars, but he hasn’t proposed 
one again.

Caesars, one of the largest 
owners of casinos in the 
U.S., is still coping with the 
fallout of a USD30 billion le-
veraged buyout 11 years ago. 
The company put its largest 
unit in bankruptcy in 2015. 
And a restructuring left Cae-

CHinESE enrollments are hel-
ping to buoy profits at Thailand’s 

only listed school operator.
SISB Pcl, or Singapore International 

School of Bangkok, sees 2018 net in-
come at the high end of expectations 
in part because of a jump in Chinese 
student numbers, Chief Executive Of-
ficer Kelvin Koh said.

A former Thai finance minister has 
said the school should lose tax breaks 
aimed at spurring investment in pri-
vate-sector education, given that lis-
ted firms seek to maximize sharehol-
der returns. Koh said the proceeds 
from the share sale can help SISB 
expand its campus and pay for new 
technology.

“Whether we’re listed or not listed, 
we should be treated the same as 
other schools,” Koh said in an inter-
view in Bangkok.

Koh said he’s looking at options for 
expansion into nations such as Viet-
nam and Myanmar. SISB owns and 
operates four schools in the Thai ca-

sars with an ownership base 
that includes distressed debt 
investors and hedge funds, 
as well as its original private 
equity firms, Apollo Global 
Management and TPG.

Chief Executive Officer 
Mark Frissora is schedu-
led to step down this year, a 
move that could set the stage 
for a deal.

Investor Carl Icahn is 
pushing for a sale of Caesars 
after amassing a 10 percent 
stake plus an additional 10 
percent economic interest 
through swaps, said a person 
familiar with the matter who 
asked not to be identified be-
cause it wasn’t public.

A representative for Icahn 
didn’t respond to a request for 
comment. Eldorado Resorts 
Inc. also approached Caesars 
about a deal, the Wall Street 
Journal has reported. Fertitta 
owns closely held Landry’s 
Inc., whose businesses inclu-
de the Golden Nugget casinos 
and the namesake seafood 
chain.  Bloomberg

pital and has a joint venture in Chiang 
Mai, for a total student count of 2,400.

About 85 percent of students are 
Thai, with the rest from countries led 
by Singapore and China. The English- 
language curriculum is partly based 
on the Singaporean system. Annual 
fees are “mid-tier” for international 
schools in Thailand, in the range of 

USD10,000 to $20,000, Koh said.
Finansia Syrus Securities Pcl, whi-

ch managed the share sale, forecasts 
net income of 97 million baht ($3.1 
million) in 2018 and almost double 
that for this year. The stock has clim-
bed about 8 percent since listing, whi-
le the overall Thai stock market fell 
0.2 percent. Bloomberg

eDUCATiOn

Chinese students fan 
profit at Bangkok school 
criticized for IPO

GAMinG 

Caesars suitor 
Fertitta is said to 
have acquired shares
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THE Philippines’ tax 
agency is setting its si-

ghts on more than 50 com-
panies operating online 
casinos catering to Chinese 
punters, and their thousands 
of Chinese workers.

The companies in ques-
tion must register with the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue 
before the Philippine Amu-
sement and Gaming Corp. 
will renew their licenses, the 
Department of Finance said 
in a statement yesterday. 
The tax bureau also wants 
to join an inter-agency team 
monitoring the number of 
Chinese nationals working 
in the online gaming indus-
try.

More than 50 companies 
referred to as Philippines- 
based offshore gaming ope-
rators, or POGOs, have set 
up businesses since Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s go-
vernment began awarding 
licenses in 2016, triggering 
the migration of tens of thou-
sands of Chinese workers. Of 
the more than 115,000 per-
mits given to foreign workers 
from 2015 to 2017, 51,000 

were issued to Chinese natio-
nals, a labor ministry official 
said in November.

More than 3 million Chine-
se have entered the Philippi-
nes from 2016 and many of 
them have applied for work 
permits, the labor ministry 
official said. In November, 
Senator Joel Villanueva ex-
pressed alarm, saying the 
number of Chinese workers 
in the Philippines is much 
higher than the number of 
permits issued. That promp-
ted Duterte to say days later 
that Filipinos must not “ get 
rough” on this issue.

“We want to trace these 
Chinese nationals employed 
by these gaming operators,” 
the statement cited Bureau 
of Internal Revenue De-
puty Commissioner Arnel 
Guballa as saying during a 
recent Department of Fi-
nance Executive Committee 
meeting. “They allowed us 
to join the task force because 
we are asking for data from 
Immigration and the De-
partment of Labor and Em-
ployment on the list of these 
foreign nationals.”

PhiliPPineS 

Tax agency sets 
sights on online 
casinos for Chinese

Flybmi’s collapse over 
Brexit strands passengers 
across Europe
THE collapse of 

British regional 
airline flybmi 
over higher fuel 

prices and Brexit uncer-
tainty has forced stran-
ded passengers across 
Europe to fend for 
themselves, without the 
prospect of help from 
the U.K. government.

U.K. student Mary 
Ward was in Brussels 
waiting for a flight to 
Newscastle on Saturday 
when she received the 
airline’s text that said 
all flights had been can-
celed, and was directed 
to the airline’s website, 
according to an account 
on the BBC.

“I paid 130 pounds 
for my flight which it 
doesn’t seem I’m going 
to get back - I don’t 
know how I am going 
to get back to Durham,” 
she told the broadcas-
ter. “I can’t afford any of 

the flights or the Euros-
tar.”

The airline filed for ad-
ministration late Satur-
day, in effect grounding 
all 17 regional aircraft 
and shutting operations 
in 25 European cities.

“It has become impos-
sible for the airline’s 
shareholders to conti-
nue their extensive pro-
gram of funding into the 
business, despite invest-
ment totaling over 40 

million pounds (USD52 
million) in the last six 
years,” according to a 
statement by the car-
rier, formally known 
as British Midland Re-
gional Ltd., published 
on its website. “The 
challenges, particularly 
those created by Brexit, 
have proven to be insur-
mountable.”

BMI also blamed ri-
sing prices for Euro-
pean Union carbon 

allowances, which have 
more than doubled sin-
ce the beginning of last 
year. Flybmi had 376 
employees in four coun-
tries and carried over 
520,000 passengers in 
2018, according to its 
website. “The collapse 
of FlyBMI is devastating 
news for all employees,” 
said Brian Strutton, ge-
neral secretary of the 
British Airline Pilots’ 
Association. Bloomberg 
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Beijing could use 
medical data to 
blackmail Americans
CHinESE investment in 

the U.S. biotechnology in-
dustry presents a risk to natio-
nal security, potentially giving 
China’s government access to 
patient data that could be used 
to blackmail Americans, accor-
ding to a report for a Congres-
sional advisory commission.

Biotech companies in China 
have access to technology and 
data through investments in 
U.S. companies, partnerships 
with American universities 
and recruitment of U.S.-trai-
ned researchers, the report for 
the U.S.-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission 
said.

“Chinese biotechnology com-
panies are acquiring technolo-
gies crucial to advancement in 
the field as well as amassing 
large collections of clinical and 
genetic data on U.S. residen-
ts,” the report published Feb. 
14 said.

New U.S. regulations have 
put biotech on the same le-
vel in terms of importance to 
national security as aerospa-
ce and microchips. Chinese 

investors have been a mains-
tay of recent fundraising by 
private biotechnology firms. 
At least one Chinese investor 
participated in 41 U.S. biotech 
financing deals valued at a to-
tal of USD2.6 billion last year, 
according to Pitchbook.

“Theoretically, access to pri-
vate information on security-
sensitive U.S. persons creates 
a risk of blackmail and may re-
veal health conditions exploi-
table in a targeted attack,” the 
commission report said.

The commission, which re-
ports to Congress on national 
security implications of U.S.-
China trade and economic ties, 
released the report prepared 
by consulting firm Gryphon 
Scientific.

While noting China is “a 
leading originator of cyberat-
tacks on the U.S.” that target 
personal health-care-related 
data, the commission’s re-
port said there was no evi-
dence so far that the Chinese 
government has used such 
data in a “strategic and hosti-
le way.” MDT/Bloomberg

Philip Hammond

UK Hammond is said 
to drop China trip as 
Beijing complains 
Jessica Shankleman, Ellen Milligan

U.k. Chancellor of the Exche-
quer Philip Hammond has can-

celed a trip to China, a government 
official said, a day after a Chinese of-
ficial in London criticized Britain’s 
defense secretary for making a re-
turn to a “Cold War mentality.”

The trip was to discuss issues af-
fecting China-U.K. economic and 
financial relations. Hammond was 
expected to talk about plans for a 
stock market connection between 
the countries and wanted to fix a 
date for the postponed U.K.-China 
Economic and Financial Dialogue.

“The chancellor is not traveling to 
China at this time,” a spokesperson 
for the Treasury said Saturday. “No 
trip was ever announced or confir-
med.”

Defense Secretary Gavin William-
son last week said in a speech the 
aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabe-
th would be deployed to Asia on its 
maiden voyage and said China is 
“developing its modern military ca-
pability and its commercial power.” 

Williamson said the deployment 
was a U.K. show-of-strength as Chi-
na increasingly disputes the waters 
in the region.

A spokesman at China’s embassy 
in London said Williamson “made 
groundless accusations” that he said 
reflected a type of “Cold War men-
tality.”

“China firmly opposes that,” the 
spokesman said. “Meanwhile, Chi-
na has also noticed the prime mi-
nister’s spokesman stressed that 
U.K. holds strong and constructive 
relationships with China.”

Separately, Williamson drew a jibe 
on Saturday from Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov at the Mu-
nich Security Conference. In a refe-
rence to a speech in which William-
son accused Russia of “trying to 
goad the west” into a new arms 
race, Lavrov mixed up his title.

“If you listen to some people like 
the minister of war - oh, sorry the 
minister of defense - of the Uni-
ted Kingdom, then you might get 
an impression that nobody except 
NATO have the right to be anywhe-
re,” Lavrov said as he discussed se-
curity in the Arctic region.

Hammond’s visit to China will be 
scheduled at a later date, according 
to the official. Bloomberg
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Steven Mnuchin (second from left) talks with Xi Jinping 

Trump says he might extend 
deadline in US-China talks

Hong Kong’s growth halved in 
fourth quarter as trade war hit
Eric Lam

THE trade war between 
the U.S. and China 

and slowing retail sales 
dragged Hong Kong’s 
economic growth down at 
the end of last year, with 
exports showing almost 
“zero growth.”

Gross domestic product 
in the fourth quarter was 
“less than 1.5 percent,” 
according to a blog post 
yesterday from Financial 
Secretary Paul Chan. The 
“significant slowdown” 

was well below the 2.9 
percent seen in the pre-
vious three months.

Hong Kong, a key fi-
nancial and trade hub for 
Asia, has been hit hard 
by the ongoing U.S.-Chi-
na trade war. Exports fell 
more than expected in 
December, the first time 
sales abroad contracted in 
consecutive months sin-
ce 2016. Retail sales also 
missed estimates in De-
cember, despite a surge in 
mainland traffic.

“The economic slow-

down was very obvious,” 
Chan said. “The impact of 
China-U.S. trade friction 
on Hong Kong’s exports of 
goods has clearly emerged 
at the end of last year.”

The slowdown means 
that the expansion for the 
whole year will be about 
3 percent, the low end of 
the government’s forecast, 
Chan said in the post, whi-
ch is in Chinese. That’s 
also lower than the 3.2 
percent growth projected 
in November.

The budget surplus for 

the nine months throu-
gh the end of 2018 was 
HKD59 billion (USD7.5 
billion), Chan said in his 
post. That compares with 
the HKD138 billion sur-
plus for the whole of the 
previous financial year. 
Chan will provide a revi-
sed surplus estimate for 
the full year, along with 
economic growth data for 
the fourth quarter of 2018 
and a forecast for 2019 
when he announces his 
latest budget on Feb. 27. 
Bloomberg

Joe McDonald, Beijing 

PRESiDEnT Donald 
Trump said that “there’s 
a possibility” he would 
extend a March 2 deadli-

ne in trade talks with China if the 
two countries are closing in on a 
deal.

Trump made the remarks after 
two days of high-level negotia-
tions broke up in Beijing Friday, 
and the two countries announ-
ced plans to resume talks next 
week in Washington. The wor-
ld’s two biggest economies are 
locked in a dispute over China’s 
aggressive push to challenge 
American technological domi-
nance.

The U.S. is scheduled to hike 
import taxes on USD200 billion 
worth of Chinese goods on March 
2. But Trump told reporters that 
he might extend the deadline “if 
I see that we’re close to a deal or 
the deal is going in the right di-
rection.” He had made similar 
comments earlier this week.

Earlier Friday, U.S. Trade Re-
presentative Robert Lighthi-
zer told Chinese President Xi 
Jinping negotiators “made hea-
dway” in talks this week in Bei-
jing.

Economists said this week’s 
two days of talks were too brief 
to resolve the sprawling dispu-
te that extends to cyber-spying 
and China’s trade surplus. They 
said Beijing is trying to persuade 
Trump enough progress is being 
made to postpone the penalties.

“I hope you will continue to 
work hard to promote a mu-
tually beneficial and win-win 
agreement,” Chinese President 
Xi Jinping told Lighthizer in a 
meeting after the negotiations 
ended, according to the official 
Xinhua News Agency.

The decision to hold more talks 

suggested they were making 
progress. But there was no in-
dication of movement on the 
thorniest dispute: U.S. pressure 
on Beijing to scale back plans for 
government-led creation of Chi-
nese global leaders in robotics 
and other technologies.

“We feel we have made hea-
dway on very, very important 
and difficult issues,” Lighthizer 
told Xi. “We have additional 
work we have to do but we are 
hopeful.”

Xi said Beijing and Washington 
“share broad mutual interests” 
in promoting global economic 
prosperity and stability.

“We shoulder important res-
ponsibilities,” the Chinese leader 
said.

Washington, Europe, Japan 
and other governments say Bei-
jing’s industry plans violate its 

market-opening obligations. 
Some American officials worry 
they might erode U.S. industrial 
leadership.

Trump raised tariffs in July 
over complaints Beijing steals 
or pressures companies to hand 
over technology. He imposed 25 
percent penalties on $50 billion 
of goods from China and 10 per-
cent on $200 billion.

China retaliated by raising 
duties on American soybeans 
and other imports and ordering 
its companies to find other su-
ppliers. Imports of American 
goods plunged 41.2 percent in 
January compared with a year 
earlier, according to customs 
data.

Trump agreed Dec. 1 to postpo-
ne further penalties by 90 days 
while the two sides negotiate. 
Once that expires March 1, the 

charges on $200 billion of goods 
are due to rise to 25 percent.

Both governments face growing 
pressure to make peace as global 
economic growth weakens and 
the cost to their companies in-
creases.

Beijing has offered to narrow 
its trade surplus by purchasing 
more American soybeans, natu-
ral gas and other exports. But the 
government has resisted pressu-
re to cut back development plans 
it sees as a path to prosperity and 
global influence.

“From politics to economy to 
ideology, the United States ho-
pes to intervene in China’s af-
fairs,” said the newspaper Global 
Times, published by the ruling 
Communist Party.

Companies on both sides have 
been battered by penalties. Fo-
reign manufacturers in China 

are starting to shift production 
of goods bound for the U.S. 
market to other countries to 
avoid Trump’s tariffs, sugges-
ting they anticipate an extended 
conflict.

A possible sticking point is 
Chinese reluctance to agree to 
an enforcement mechanism de-
manded by American officials to 
monitor whether Beijing carries 
out its promises.

Beijing has tried to deflect 
pressure by emphasizing Chi-
na’s growth as an export market. 
It has announced changes over 
the past year to open finance and 
other fields, including allowing 
full foreign ownership in its auto 
industry for the first time.

The U.S. delegation also inclu-
ded Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and David Malpass, 
a Treasury undersecretary who 
is Trump’s nominee for World 
Bank president.

The Chinese delegation was 
led by Vice Premier Liu He, Xi’s 
chief economic adviser.

Chinese regulators also have 
announced plans to improve 
protection of foreign patents and 
copyrights.

It is unclear whether that will 
satisfy Washington and other 
governments that complain the 
system is rigged to extract tech-
nology from foreign companies 
and to use official industrial 
standards to shield Chinese en-
terprises from competition. AP

Financial Secretary Paul Chan

 
i hope you 
will continue 
to work hard 
to promote 
a mutually 
beneficial 
and win-win 
agreement.

XI JINPING
CHINESE PRESIDENT
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Retired Indian general urges 
caution against Pakistan strike
Aijaz Hussain, Srinagar

AS India considers its respon-
se to the suicide car bom-

bing of a paramilitary convoy in 
the disputed region of Kashmir 
that killed dozens of soldiers, 
a retired military commander 
who oversaw a much-lauded 
military strike against neighbo-
ring Pakistan in 2016 has urged 
caution.

A local Kashmiri militant ram-
med an explosive-laden van 
into a convoy bus on Thursday, 
killing 41 soldiers and injuring 
two dozen others in the worst at-
tack against Indian government 
forces in Kashmir’s history. In-
dia blamed the attack on Pakis-
tan and promised a “crushing 
response.” New Delhi accuses 
its archrival of supporting rebels 
in Kashmir, a charge that Isla-
mabad denies.

The retired commander, Lt. 
Gen. D.S. Hooda, told The As-
sociated Press on Saturday that 
while “some kind of limited [mi-
litary] strike [against Pakistan] 
is more than likely,” he hopes 
for “rethinking and reconcilia-
tion” from all sides in the con-
flict.

The former general, who was 
in charge of the army’s northern 
command at the frontier with 
Pakistan in Kashmir and coun-
terinsurgency operations, over-
saw India’s “surgical strikes” in 
September 2016 after militants 
attacked a military base in the 
frontier town of Uri near the hi-
ghly militarized Line of Control.

Nineteen Indian soldiers and 
three assailants were killed in 
that attack. India instantly bla-
med Pakistan for supporting 

the attackers, who New Delhi 
alleged were Pakistani natio-
nals.

At the peak of a 2016 civilian 
uprising triggered by the killing 
of a charismatic Kashmiri re-
bel leader, Hooda called for all 
sides to take a step back from 
the deadly confrontation, sug-
gesting that political initiatives 
be taken instead. It was a rare 
move by a top Indian army ge-
neral in Kashmir.

Later that year when the atta-

ck on the base in Uri happened, 
Hooda commanded what New 
Delhi called “surgical strikes” 
against militants in the Pakis-
tan-controlled part of Kashmir 
— which India said involved the 
country’s special forces killing 
an unknown number of insur-
gents. Pakistan denied that the 
strikes ever occurred, deman-
ding that India produce eviden-
ce to back up the claim.

Hooda has since said that 
the constant hype of “surgical 
strikes” was unwarranted.

Pakistani Foreign Secretary 
Tehmina Janjua rejected India’s 
allegations about Pakistan’s in-
volvement in the attack, saying 
Saturday that it was part of New 
Delhi’s “known rhetoric and tac-
tics” to divert global attention 
from human rights violations. 
According to foreign ministry 
spokesman Mohammad Faisal, 

Janjua called for implementa-
tion of U.N. resolutions to solve 
the issue of Kashmir.

Kashmir is divided between 
India and Pakistan and claimed 
by both in its entirety. Rebels 
have been fighting Indian rule 
since 1989, demanding Kashmir 
be made part of Pakistan or be-
come an independent country. 
Nearly 70,000 people have been 
killed in the uprising and the 
ensuing Indian military crack-
down.

A pre-recorded video circu-
lated widely on social media 
showed the purported attacker, 
Adil Ahmed Dar, in combat clo-
thes surrounded by guns and 
grenades claiming responsibili-
ty for the attack and calling for 
more such measures to drive In-
dia out of Kashmir.

Since 2016, soldiers from India 
and Pakistan have often traded 
fire along the frontier, blaming 
each other for initiating the skir-
mishes that have resulted in the 
deaths of dozens of soldiers and 
civilians on both sides in viola-
tion of a 2003 cease-fire accord.

Hooda said that considering 
the state of affairs in Kashmir, 
he wasn’t surprised by the bom-
bing.

“I just hope this all leads to 
some introspection, some deep 
thinking and engagement to do 
everything afresh and rethink 
what we all should be doing to 
settle issues once for all,” he 
said. AP

 india 
promised 
a ‘crushing 
response’
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Singapore plans cautious 
budget with an eye on election

ThAilAnD

Party challenging army rule holds first Bangkok rally
THE political party seen 

as the main challenger 
to military-dominated go-
vernment in Thailand held 
its first rally in the capital 
on Friday, as campaigning 
heats up for the first elec-
tion since a 2014 military 
coup.

Several thousand Pheu 
Thai party supporters ga-
thered outside Bangkok’s 
city hall, waving signs of 
support as they listened to 
hours of speeches seeking 
to fire up the faithful for 
the March 24 polls.

Pheu Thai is the flagship 
party of the political ma-
chine of former Prime Mi-
nister Thaksin Shinawatra, 
which has won every na-
tional election since 2001. 
Thaksin was accused of 
abuse of power and disres-
pect toward the monarchy 
and deposed by a 2006 mi-
litary coup.

Since then, Thailand’s 

conservative establish-
ment, fearful of his popu-
list appeal, has sought to 
oppose his comeback. The 
2014 coup ousted the go-
vernment of his sister, Yin-
gluck Shinawatra.

Team Thaksin faces an 
uphill battle because Thai-
land’s military overlords 
for the past five years enac-
ted legislation virtually 
ensuring that no single 
political party can win a 
majority of parliamentary 
seats, and that the next 
prime minister has to have 
the backing of pro-mili-
tary lawmakers. Its efforts 
make the prime minister 
in the current military go-
vernment, Prayuth Chan- 
ocha — who led the 2014 
coup — the odds-on favori-
te to keep his job.

Thaksin’s forces suffered 
a setback last week with 
the spectacular failure of a 
plan by another of its affi-

liated parties to make Prin-
cess Ubolratana Mahidol, 
sister of King Maha Vajira-
longkorn, its candidate for 
prime minister. The mo-
narch slapped down the 
attempt as inappropriate 
and unconstitutional, and 
now the Thai Raksa Chart 
Party has suspended cam-
paigning and faces possi-
ble dissolution by a court. 
The failed effort is likely 
to eat into the number of 
House seats Thaksin’s side 
can accumulate.

At Friday’s rally, howe-
ver, the speakers went on 
the offensive.

“We will lead a green re-
volution, everything will 
be green,” said Plodprasop 
Suraswadi, a former chief 
of the Royal Forestry De-
partment who also was a 
deputy prime minister in 
Yingluck’s government.

“The only green we don’t 
want is the army. Go back 

to your barracks!” he shou-
ted, to enthusiastic applau-
se.

A speech by the party’s 
main candidate for prime 
minister, longtime Thak-
sin loyalist and former 
Cabinet minister Sudarat 
Keyuraphan, capped the 
evening. She accused the 
military government of 
hurting the economy and 
said Pheu Thai could bring 
prosperity “as we have 
done before.”

“The time is up for the 
tank government,” she 
said, in a reference to the 
tanks the army traditio-
nally rolls out when it sta-
ges a coup. “It’s time for 
professional economists. 
It’s time for Pheu Thai to 
save the economy.”

“I will always vote for 
them,” said 74-year-old 
Buay Saeiam, who atten-
ded the rally. “They always 
have practical policies 

whose results we can see.”
Another in the crowd, 

Reungsak Benjapan, said 
he also has voted for the 
party many times.

“There is always an at-
tempt to get rid of this 
party, using all sorts of 
methods,” he said. “But 
for those who love this 
party, it will be hard to get 
rid of it from our hearts. 
I have given my faith to 

them long ago.”
Thaksin has denied invol-

vement with the Pheu Thai 
party because election 
rules forbid parties from 
being led by outsiders. 
But he said in March last 
year during a reception in 
Tokyo that he believes the 
party is led by many good 
people that “should be able 
to lead the party to another 
landslide victory.” AP

Michelle Jamrisko

SingapORE Finance 
Minister Heng Swee 
Keat will aim to strike 
a delicate balance in 

today’s budget: preaching fis-
cal prudence while doling out 
more social spending ahead of 
elections that could come as 
early as this year.

While not expected to be as 
headline-grabbing as last year 
- when Heng flagged a hike 
in the goods-and-services tax 
- the 2019 budget will cover a 
range of familiar policy priori-
ties. Infrastructure spending, 
more health-care support for a 
rapidly aging population, and 
help for firms transitioning in 
a digital economy were top-of-
mind for Heng in a Jan. 22 in-
terview.

The global backdrop calls 
for more caution. Weaker de-
mand and U.S.-China trade 
tensions saw Singapore’s ex-
port-reliant economy grow at 
a slower pace than expected 
in the fourth quarter, data 
showed Friday.

“Expectations for a spending 
spree are high on past surplu-
ses, likely elections and down-
side economic risks,” Moha-
med Faiz Nagutha, an econo-
mist at Bank of America Mer-
rill Lynch in Singapore, said 
before the data was released. 
Those expectations should be 
reined in since the economy 
“is not in a crisis,” he said.

The budget deficit could be 
smaller than projected thanks 
to improved tax collection. 
Nagutha sees a shortfall of 0.6 
percent of gross domestic pro-
duct in the primary balance, 
versus the government’s 1.6 
percent estimate.

Here’s what else to look out 
for in the Singapore budget 
announcement:

HEalTH CaRE
“Merdeka” will be the word 

of the day. That refers to a 
big portion of the population 
that came of age during Sin-
gapore’s independence era 
in the 1960s, and which the 
government plans to support 
through insurance subsidies, 
top-ups for medical savings 
programs, long-term care fun-
ding and other goodies.

Having already rolled out 
similar assistance for the el-
der Pioneer Generation in 
fiscal 2014, the larger Mer-
deka Generation of almost 
a half-million citizens cou-
ld benefit from about SGD8 
billion (USD5.9 billion) in 
fresh spending, according to 
an estimate by economists at 
Maybank Kim Eng Research 
Pte. in Singapore.

The support is in line with 
the government’s messaging 
on ensuring the city state thri-
ves even as its population ages 
at one of the fastest rates in 
Asia.

infRaSTRUCTURE
Heng and other officials 

have reiterated that they’re 
“not done building Singapo-
re.” Last year’s infrastructure 
component of the budget was 
quite broad, including the for-

mation of a new government 
agency dedicated to acting as a 
broker for the region’s much-
needed development projects.

This year, we’re likely to see 
more housing than road-and- 
rail: Lee has already flagged 
more spending to revamp pu-
blic housing, and the budget 
might build on those sche-
mes. Since the introduction 
of housing curbs in mid-2018 
to damp price increases, some 
homeowners have found it di-
fficult to sell their properties. 
Look for some form of resale 
support, Citigroup Inc. said 
Feb. 7.

naTiOnal SECURiTY
National security could 

make up a growing slice of the 
spending pie. While maritime 
skirmishes with neighboring 
Malaysia have grabbed at-
tention since the start of this 
year, Singapore officials may 
also boost defense spending 
because of the rising threat 
of cybersecurity breaches and 
terrorism.

Defense spending is also 
overdue for an increase, ha-
ving grown at less than half 
the pace of social or economic 
development, according to 
Barnabas Gan, an economist 
at United Overseas Bank Ltd. 
in Singapore. There may also 
be further confirmation of a 
purchase of some F-35 figh-
ter jets made by U.S. defense 

giant Lockheed Martin Corp., 
the Maybank analysts suggest.

DigiTal BUSinESS
Heng said last month that 

the budget will reserve some 
focus on helping small busi-
nesses adapt to a digital eco-
nomy, so look for research
-and-development incentives 
or other credits to help boost 
those firms.

The government could of-
fer some support for firms 
looking to expand overseas, 
such as a fast track for grant 
approval in high-growth in-
dustries or more support for 
trade associations abroad, 
said Irvin Seah, an economist 
at DBS Group Holdings Ltd. 
in Singapore.

Tax TWEakS
Having already announced 

an increase in the goods-and-
services tax to 9 percent from 
7 percent sometime in the 
2021-2025 period, there may 
be more detail on the plan in 
this year’s budget. Also possi-
ble is further guidance on how 
Singapore plans to tax digital 
purchases, given last year’s 
announcement that a GST on 
imported services would take 
effect at the start of 2020.

And don’t count out the 
possibility of a sugar tax 
amid the government’s lon-
g-time diabetes-awareness 
campaign. Bloomberg

A supporter of Pheu Thai Party wearing a t-shirt of former Prime 
Ministers Thaksin Shinawatra 
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if he wants 
to meet, just 
tell me when, 
where and how 
and i’ll be there.

NICoLAS MADURo

Joshua Goodman, Ian Phillips

A month into Venezuela’s high- 
stakes political crisis, Pre-

sident Nicolas Maduro revealed 
in an Associated Press interview 
that his government has held se-
cret talks with the Trump admi-
nistration. He also predicted he 
would survive an unprecedented 
global campaign to force his re-
signation.

While harshly criticizing Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s confron-
tational stance toward his socia-
list government, Maduro said 
Thursday that he holds out hope 
of meeting the U.S. president 
soon to resolve a crisis triggered 
by America’s recognition of his 
opponent, Juan Guaido, as Ve-
nezuela’s rightful leader.

Maduro said that during two 
meetings in New York, his fo-
reign minister invited the 
Washington-based special envoy 
for Venezuela, Elliott Abrams, 
to visit “privately, publicly or se-
cretly.”

“If he wants to meet, just tell me 
when, where and how and I’ll be 
there,” Maduro said without pro-
viding more details. He said both 
New York meetings lasted seve-
ral hours.

U.S. officials have not denied 
Maduro’s claim of talks.

A senior administration official 
in Washington who was not au-
thorized to speak publicly said 
U.S. officials were willing to meet 
with “former Venezuela officials, 
including Maduro himself, to 
discuss their exit plans.”

Speaking with reporters Friday 
in Reykjavik, Iceland, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo said 
he sees obvious signs that Madu-
ro is starting to understand Ve-
nezuelans reject him as their lea-
der. He said that it “is not new” 

that Maduro holds out hope of 
meeting the U.S. president, but 
it reflects a realization that his 
crisis-riddled nation rejects his 
“model of governance.”

Venezuela is plunging deeper 
into a political chaos triggered 
by the U.S. demand that Ma-
duro step down a month into a 
second presidential term that 
the U.S. and its allies in Latin 
America consider illegitimate. 
His opponent, the 35-year-old 
Guaido, burst onto the political 
stage in January in the first viab-
le challenge in years to Maduro’s 
hold on power.

As head of Congress, Guaido de-
clared himself interim president 
on Jan. 23, saying he had a cons-
titutional right to assume presi-
dential powers from the “tyrant” 
Maduro. He has since garnered 
broad support, calling massive 
street protests and winning re-
cognition from the U.S. and do-
zens of nations in Latin America 
and Europe who share his goal of 
removing Maduro.

The escalating crisis is taking 
place against a backdrop of eco-
nomic and social turmoil that has 
led to severe shortages of food 
and medicine that have forced 
millions to flee the once-prospe-
rous OPEC nation.

Abrams’ appointment as spe-
cial envoy last month signaled 
the Trump administration’s de-
termination to take a tougher 
line on Venezuela.

The hawkish former Republi-
can diplomat was a major voice 
pushing for the ouster of Manuel 
Noriega in Panama in the 1980s 
and also was convicted for wi-
thholding information from the 
U.S. Congress during the infa-
mous Iran-Contra affair. He also 
played a leading role in mana-
ging the U.S.’s tepid response to 

a brief coup that toppled Hugo 
Chavez in Venezuela in 2002.

Two senior Venezuelan offi-
cials who were not authorized 
to discuss the meetings publicly 
said the two encounters between 
Abrams and Foreign Minister 
Jorge Arreaza came at the re-
quest of the U.S.

The first one on Jan. 26 they 
described as hostile, with the 
U.S. envoy threatening Venezue-
la with the deployment of troops 
and chastising the Venezuelan 
government for allegedly being 
in league with Cuba, Russia and 
Hezbollah.

When they met again this week, 
the atmosphere was less tense, 
even though the Feb. 11 encoun-
ter came four days after Abrams 
said the “time for dialogue 
with Maduro had long passed.” 
During that meeting, Abrams in-
sisted that severe U.S. sanctions 
would oust Maduro even if Ve-
nezuela’s military stuck by him.

Abrams gave no indication the 
U.S. was prepared to ease de-
mands Maduro step down. Still, 
the Venezuelans saw the mee-
tings as a sign there is room for 
discussion with the Americans 
despite the tough public rhetoric 
coming from Washington.

At turns conciliatory and com-

bative, Maduro said all Venezue-
la needs to rebound is for Trump 
to remove his “infected hand” 
from the country that sits atop 
the world’s largest petroleum re-
serves.

He said U.S. sanctions on the oil 
industry are to blame for moun-
ting hardships even though shor-
tages and hyperinflation that 
economists say topped 1 million 
percent long predates Trump’s 
recent action.

“The infected hand of Donald 
Trump is hurting Venezuela,” 
Maduro said.

The sanctions effectively ban all 
oil purchases by the U.S., which 
had been Venezuela’s biggest oil 
buyer until now. Maduro said he 
will make up for the sudden drop 
in revenue by targeting markets 
in Asia, especially India, where 
the head of state-run oil giant 
PDVSA was this week negotia-
ting new oil sales.

“We’ve been building a path to 
Asia for many years,” he said. 
“It’s a successful route, every 
year they are buying larger volu-
mes and amounts of oil.”

At a petroleum conference in 
New Delhi, Venezuela’s oil mi-
nister Manuel Quevedo sugges-
ted the country was open to a 
barter system with India to get 
around U.S. sanctions.

“We do not have any barter 
system with Venezuela. Com-
mercial considerations and re-
lated factors will determine the 
value of trade,” India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs spokesman 
Raveesh Kumar said in respon-
se to the Venezuelan officials’ 
comments.

Maduro also cited the continued 
support of China and especially 
Russia, which has been a major 
supplier of loans, weapons and 
oil investment over the years. He 
said that the antagonistic views 
taken by Trump and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin runs 
the risk of converting the current 
crisis into a high-risk geopolitical 
fight between the U.S. and Rus-
sia that recalls some of the most-
dangerous brinkmanship of the 
Cold War.

Amid the mounting pressure at 

home and abroad, Maduro said 
he won’t give up power as a way 
to defuse the standoff.

He also reiterated a refusal to 
allow humanitarian aid, calling 
boxes of U.S.-donated food and 
pediatric supplies sitting in a wa-
rehouse on the border in Colom-
bia mere “crumbs” after the U.S. 
administration froze billions of 
dollars in the nation’s oil revenue 
and overseas assets.

“They hang us, steal our money 
and then say ‘here, grab these 
crumbs’ and make a global show 
out of it,” said Maduro.

His comments came hours af-
ter British billionaire Richard 
Branson announced in a video 
that he’ll be hosting a concert in 
the Colombian border town of 
Cucuta in hopes of raising $100 
million to buy humanitarian su-
pplies for Venezuelans.

“With dignity we say ‘No to 
the global show,’” said Madu-
ro. “Whoever wants to help Ve-
nezuela is welcome, but we have 
enough capacity to pay for every-
thing that we need.”

Opponents say the 56-year-old 
former bus driver has lost tou-
ch with his working-class roots, 
accusing him of ordering mass 
arrests and starving Venezuelans 
while he and regime insiders — 
including the top military brass 
— line their pockets through cor-
ruption.

But Maduro shrugged off the 
label of “dictator,” attributing it 
to an ideologically driven media 
campaign by the West to un-
dermine the socialist revolution 
started by Chavez.

He said he won’t resign, seeing 
his place in history alongside 
other Latin American leftists 
from Salvador Allende in Chile 
to Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala 
who in decades past had been 
the target of U.S.-backed coups.

“I’m not afraid,” he said, adding 
that even last year’s attack on 
him with explosives-laden dro-
nes during a military ceremony 
didn’t shake his resolve. “I’m 
only worried about the destiny of 
the fatherland and of our people, 
our boys and girls....this is what 
gives me energy.” AP

inTeRview

Maduro reveals secret 
meetings with US envoy

Nicolas Maduro (left) speaks during an interview with the AP
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SwiTzeRlAnD

Actor Bruno Ganz, 
star of ‘Downfall,’ 
dies at 77

Swiss actor Bruno Ganz, who played Adolf 
Hitler cooped up in his Berlin bunker in 
“Downfall” and an angel in Wim Wenders’ 
“Wings of Desire,” has died. He was 77. 
German news agency dpa reported that Ganz’s 
management said Saturday he died in Zurich. 
Ganz, a prominent figure in the German-
language theater world, shifted into movies 
in the 1970s, appearing in Werner Herzog’s 
“Nosferatu” and Wenders’ “The American 
Friend” among others. In one of his more recent 
appearances, he starred as Sigmund Freund 
in “The Tobacconist,” released last year. Berlin 
Mayor Michael Mueller said Ganz was “one of 
the greats” of the screen and stage. He said that 
“the death of Bruno Ganz is a great loss for the 
German-speaking theater and film world.”

iSRAel 

PM appoints interim 
foreign minister
Israel’s prime minister has appointed an 
interim foreign minister after holding the 
post himself for the last four years. Benjamin 
Netanyahu announced yesterday that 
Transportation Minister Israel Katz would 
serve as foreign minister until the formation 
of a new government after April elections. A 
good governance group petitioned Israel’s 
Supreme Court against Netanyahu’s multitude 
of roles after he took over the defense 
minister’s portfolio following his resignation 
late last year. Netanyahu also serves as Israel’s 
health minister. Katz recently finished first 
among serving ministers in the ruling Likud 
party primaries, and the upgrade solidifies 
his position as Netanyahu’s top deputy and 
potential successor. Katz says he’ll run for party 
chairman and prime minister after Netanyahu 
retires.

fRAnCe

Yellow vests mark 
three months amid 
racist tensions
 

Paris authorities opened an investigation 
yesterday into anti-Semitic remarks hurled 
at a noted philosopher during a yellow vest 
protest in the capital, an incident that raised 
national concerns about the movement’s 
ascendant radical fringe. The Paris prosecutor’s 
office said yesterday an investigation was 
launched into “public insult based on origin, 
ethnicity, nationality, race or religion.” A few 
demonstrators targeted philosopjer Alain 
Finkielkraut with insults on the sidelines of a 
yellow vest protest through Paris on Saturday. 
The shocking incident prompted criticism from 
French President Emmanuel Macron and other 
prominent figures.

Nataliya Vasilyeva, Moscow

SiTTing in her living room, 
65-year-old Tatyana Rybal-

chenko goes through a stack of 
black-and-white photos from 
more than 30 years ago. In one 
of them, she is dressed in a nur-
se’s coat and smiles sheepishly 
at the camera; in another, she 
shares a laugh with soldiers on 
a road with a mountain ridge 
behind them.

The pictures don’t show the 
hardships that Rybalchenko 
and 20,000 Soviet women like 
her went through as civilian 
support staff during the Soviet 
Union’s 1979-1989 invasion 
of Afghanistan. Although they 
did not serve in combat roles, 
they still experienced the hor-
rors of war.

As Russia on Friday marked 
the 30th anniversary of the wi-
thdrawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan, the memories 
are still fresh for the nurses, 
clerks and shopkeepers, pre-
dominantly young, single wo-
men who were thrust into the 
bloody conflict.

Rybalchenko enlisted on a 
whim. In 1986, she was 33, 
working in a dead-end nur-
sing job in Kiev, the capital of 
Soviet Ukraine, and was going 
through a breakup. One day, 
she joined a colleague who 
went to a military recruitment 
office. The recruiter turned to 
Rybalchenko and asked if she 
would like to work abroad — 
in Afghanistan.

She recalls that she was fed 
up with her life in Kiev, “so I 
told him: ‘I’d go anywhere, 
even to hell!’ And this is where 
he sent me.”

Family and friends tried to 
talk her out of it, telling her 
that Afghanistan is where “the 
bodies are coming from.” But 
it was too late: She had signed 
the contract.

At least 15,000 Soviet troops 
were killed in the fighting that 
began as an effort to prop up 
a communist ally and soon 
became a grinding campaign 
against a U.S.-backed insur-
gency. Moscow sent more 
than 600,000 to a war that 
traumatized many young men 
and women and fed a popu-
lar discontent that became 
one factor leading to the 1991 
breakup of the Soviet Union.

Rybalchenko, who worked 
as a nurse at a military hospi-
tal in Gardez, was stunned by 
the many casualties — men 
missing limbs or riddled with 
shrapnel. But there was so 
much work that she found 
herself shutting off her emo-
tions.

“At the end, I did not feel 

anything anymore. I was like 
a stone,” Rybalchenko said, 
shedding her normally perky 
persona.

Friendships helped, and she 
befriended a young reconnais-
sance officer, Vladimir Vshiv-
tsev.

He once confided to her that 
he was not afraid of losing a 
limb, but he would not be able 
to live with an injury to his 
eyes. She recalled him saying 
“if I lose eyesight, I’ll do every-
thing to put an end to it.”

In November 1987, the hos-
pital was inundated with ca-
sualties from a Soviet offensi-
ve to open the road between 
Gardez and the stronghold of 
Khost, near the Pakistani bor-
der.

One of the wounded was 
Vshivtsev, and Rybalchenko 
saw him being wheeled into 
the ward with bandages wra-
pped around his head. She 
unwrapped the dressing and 
gasped when she saw the ga-
ping wound on his face: “The 
eyes were not there.”

She convinced her superior 
to let her accompany him to 
a bigger hospital in Kabul as 
part of a suicide watch. She 
stayed friends with Vshivtsev, 
and he later became a leading 
activist in the Russian Society 
for the Blind. Decades later, he 
briefly served in the Russian 
parliament.

Alla Smolina was 30 when 
she joined the Soviet military 
prosecutor’s office in Jalala-
bad near the Pakistani bor-
der in 1985. It wasn’t until 20 
years later that Smolina star-
ted having nightmares about 
the war.

“The shelling, running away 
from bullets and mines whi-
zzing above me — I was li-
terally scared of my own pi-

llow,” she said.
She put her memories on 

paper and contacted other wo-
men who were there, telling 
the stories of those who endu-
red the hardships of war but 
who are largely absent from 
the male-dominated narrati-
ves.

She is trying to raise awa-
reness of the role the Soviet 
women played in Afghanis-
tan, believing they have been 
unfairly portrayed or not even 
mentioned in fiction and non-
fiction written mostly by men.

The deaths of Soviet women 
who held civilian jobs in Af-
ghanistan are not part of the 
official toll, and Smolina has 
written about 56 women who 
lost their lives. Some died 
when a plane was shot down 
by the Afghan mujahedeen, 
one was killed when a drunken 
soldier threw a grenade into 
her room, and one woman 
was slain after being raped by 
a soldier.

In an era when the concept 
of sexual harassment was 
largely unfamiliar in the So-
viet Union, the women in the 
war in Afghanistan — usually 
young and unmarried — often 
started a relationship to avoid 
unwanted attention from 
other soldiers.

“Because if a woman has 
someone, the whole brigade 
won’t harass you like a pack 
of wolves,” Rybalchenko said. 
“Sometimes it was reciprocal, 
sometimes there was no choi-
ce.”

She said she found boy-
friends to “protect” her.

While the war grew unpopu-
lar at home, Soviet troops and 
support staff in Afghanistan 
mostly focused on survival 
rather than politics. While Af-
ghans largely saw Moscow’s 

involvement as a hostile fo-
reign intervention, the Soviets 
thought they were doing the 
right thing.

“We really believed that we 
were helping the oppressed 
Afghan nation, especially be-
cause we saw with our own 
eyes all the kindergartens and 
schools that the Soviet people 
were building there,” Smolina 
said.

After Rybalchenko came 
home, she could hardly get out 
of bed for the first three mon-
ths, one of thousands with 
undiagnosed post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

When she asked officials 
about benefits for veterans 
and other personnel in Af-
ghanistan, she faced hostility 
and insults. She said one told 
her: “How do I know what you 
were actually up to over the-
re?”

In 2006, Russian lawmakers 
decided that civilians who 
worked in Afghanistan were 
not entitled to war benefits. 
Women have campaigned un-
successfully to reinstate them.

Rybalchenko eventually got 
an apartment from the gover-
nment, worked in physiothe-
rapy and now lives in retire-
ment in Moscow, where her 
passion for interior decorating 
is reflected by the exotic bam-
boo-forest wallpaper in her 
home.

Smolina, who lives in Swe-
den, is wary of disclosing all 
the details about her own Af-
ghan experiences after facing a 
backlash from other veterans 
about her publications.

“Our society is not ready yet 
to hear the truth. There is still 
a lingering effect from the har-
sh Soviet past,” she said. “In 
Soviet society, you were not 
supposed to speak out.” AP

Women recall the ‘hell’ of 
Soviet war in Afghanistan

Tatyana Rybalchenko worked as a nurse during the campaign in Afghanistan between 1986 and 1988
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Contraponto (Repetição) 
Aqui Há História (Repetição) 
os Nossos Dias Sr.2 
Telejornal 
TDM Desporto 
Impostores Sr.1 
TDM News 
Magazine Liga dos Campeões 2018/2019 
Telejornal (Repetição) 
RTPi Directo 

what’s ON ...

Vestiges of Lines, guiLherme ung 
Vai Meng．On the OccasiOn Of the 
celebratiOn Of the 19th anniVersary Of 
Macau handOVer tO china
time: 12pm-8pm (Tuesday to Sunday)
           3pm-8pm (Monday)
untiL: February 23, 2019 
Venue: Albergue SCM 
adMissiOn: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550 

Macau giant Panda PaViliOn and PaViliOn 
of rare animaLs
time: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily 
Venue: Seac Pai van Park 
adMissiOn: MoP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0087

Macau science centre
time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
adMissiOn: MoP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MoP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MoP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 

MOnkey king
time: 4pm & 8pm daily (except on Thursdays) 
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
adMissiOn: MoP380, MoP480, MoP680, 
MoP980, MoP1280 
cOtai ticketing: (853) 2882 8818 
kOng seng ticketing: (853) 2855 5555 

Mandarin’s hOuse
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
adMissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2896 8820

treasure Of sacred art Of st. JOsePh’s 
seMinary
time: 10am-5pm daily (closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
adMissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

this day in history

Ahoy, beer lovers: A bottle from a 133-year-old shipwreck 
may yield yeast for a new brew in upstate New York.

Biotechnology students at the State University of New 
York at Cobleskill uncorked a bottle from the shipwrecked 
SS oregon on Thursday. Serious Brewing Company of 
Howes Cave plans to develop a new brew if the students 
successfully extract yeast.

Bill Felter, of Serious Brewing, acquired the beer from a 
customer who owns an assortment of artifacts recovered 
from the oregon.

The ship was en route from Liverpool, England, to New 
York City with 852 people aboard on March 14, 1886, when 
it collided with a schooner near Fire Island, New York, and 
sank. All but one person survived.

Last year, an Australian brewer produced beer from yeast 
recovered from a 220-year-old shipwreck.

 Offbeat
beer from 1886 shipwreck may 
yield new brew

Three people are feared dead and eight have been hurt 
after a bomb exploded on a double decker bus in the 
heart of London’s West End.

The front of the bus was destroyed by the force of the 
blast on the Aldwych near the Strand.

The bus had travelled over Waterloo Bridge along Lan-
caster Place and was passing a Ministry of Defence buil-
ding and turning onto Aldwych when the bomb exploded.

The explosion comes just nine days after the IRA ended 
its ceasefire with a bombing in the Docklands area of 
London, which killed two people.

Scotland Yard says it received no warning of the explo-
sion which happened at 2238GMT.

The blast, thought to have been on a New Cross to 
King’s Cross bus, could be heard five miles (eight kilo-
metres) away and witnesses described devastation at the 
scene.

Six people have been taken to St Thomas’s Hospital. 
Three of the injured have “significant” head injuries.

A further two people have been taken to University 
College Hospital.

One man is “serious but stable” in intensive care while 
another was admitted with minor cuts.

Three of the casualties were in two cars in front of the 
bus when the explosion happened.

Paul Rowan, 31, a BBC employee, described how the 
bus was a tangled mess, with metal and glass scattered 
over about 50 yards.

“I saw one woman who looked in a very bad way. She 
was face down on the road with bad-looking head inju-
ries. There was blood all over the place.”

Ten ambulances, five fire engines and four paramedic 
units were called to the scene.

A large area of the Strand was cordoned off amid fears 
over another device and police with loudspeakers war-
ned people to move away or to stay inside restaurants, 
theatres and hotels.

Charing Cross railway station was closed, preventing 
many people from catching their last trains home to sou-
th-east London and Kent.

No-one has admitted carrying out the attack but one 
theory is that the bomb exploded as it was being taken 
to another destination in London.

Detectives are sifting through the wreckage and the 
London Central bus company is to hand a tape from the 
video recorder fitted to the bus over to Scotland Yard for 
examination.

The Prime Minister John Major was being briefed by 
officials at 10 Downing Street about the attack. The Irish 
Government condemned the explosion as “an appalling 
outrage”.

 
Courtesy BBC news

1996 bomb blast destroys
  london bus

in context
Irishman Brendan Woolhead, who suffered a fractured skull and pelvis 
in the explosion, was initially regarded as the prime suspect and placed 
under police guard in hospital.
Mr Woolhead’s name was cleared but he died of an asthma attack in 
October 1996.
It later emerged that one person died in the explosion - IRA bomber 
Edward O’Brien. He was blown up and killed by his own device when it 
accidentally detonated.
Bob Newitt, 49, the bus driver hurt in the blast, suffered back and chest 
injuries while perforated eardrums have left him permanently deaf.
Several devices were found in the months after the bombing as the IRA 
launched a series of attacks on mainland Britain following the breakdown 
of a ceasefire.
On April 24, 32lb of semtex - the biggest bomb of its kind ever planted on 
the mainland - failed to explode on Hammersmith Bridge in west London.
On 15 June 1996, a massive bomb exploded in a busy shopping area in 
Manchester. Two hundred people were injured. Police believe the IRA 
planted the device.

cinema
cineteatro
14 - 20 feb

The new kIng of CoMedy
room 1
2:30, 7:30pm
director: stephen Chow
starring: wang baoqiang, e Jingwen, Zhang Quandan 
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)
duration: 91min

InTegrITy
room 1
4:30, 9:30 pm
director: alan Mak
starring: sean lau, nick Cheung, karena lam
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 90min

alITa: baTTle angel
room 2
4:30, 7:30, 9:30 pm
director: robert rodriguez
starring: Christopher waltz, Mahershala ali
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 122min

Mary PoPPIns reTurns
room 2
4:30pm
director: rob Marshall
starring: Julie andrews, Meryl streep, Colin firth
language: english
duration: 130min

The lego MovIe 2
room 3
4:00, 7:45 pm
director: Mike Mitchell
starring:  Chris Pratt, elizabeth banks, will arnett
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 106min

MobIle suIT gundaM nT (narraTIve)
room 3
4:15, 9:30 pm
director: Toshikazu yoshizawa
starring: Junya enoki, Tomo Muranaka
language:Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 88min



mon 18.02.2019

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 macau’s leading newspaper 17
 

th Anniversary
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omaCross: 1- Some wines; 5- Tic-tac-toe win; 8- Affluence; 14- Sills solo; 15- Put 

to work; 16- “Earth in the Balance” author; 17- Mexican band; 19- Voyeur; 20- Like 
a process without heat transference; 22- Finish; 23- Simmons rival; 24- Certifies; 
26- Ancient horse-drawn vehicle; 29- Bleat of a sheep; 32- Graph; 33- Dreadlocks 
wearer; 37- Empiricism; 40- Razz; 41- Pittsburgh product; 42- Jamaican music; 
43- NaCl site; 45- Term of endearment; 48- Lauder of cosmetics; 53- Swiss river; 
54- Inflexible; 58- Refrain from noticing; 60- Revolver; 61- Dig more; 62- ___ tai; 
63- Infrequent; 64- Size up; 65- Pedigree org.; 66- Nautical speed unit;
 
Down: 1- “Caddyshack” director Harold; 2- Rub out; 3- More urgent; 4- Person 
of exceptional holiness; 5- That hurt!; 6- Dept. of Labor division; 7- Trompe l’___; 
8- North American elk; 9- Pertaining to voting; 10- Mellow; 11- Easy gaits; 12- 
Senator Lott; 13- Groups of animals; 18- ___ crossroads; 21- Associate; 25- 
Catchall abbr.; 26- McBride of “Boston 
Public”; 27- Short-tailed, burrowing 
rodent; 28- Mountain ridge; 29- Stake; 
30- Paul Bunyan’s tool; 31- Therapists’ 
org.; 32- Living things; 34- Spanish ayes; 
35- Shame on you!; 36- Physicians’ org.; 
38- To be, to ovid; 39- Half a score; 44- 
Sheets and such; 45- You ___ mouthful!; 
46- Earnings; 47- Sea eagles; 48- Benz 
trailer?; 49- Grim; 50- Saturn’s largest 
moon; 51- Diciembre follower; 52- Wading 
bird; 55- Ms. Bombeck; 56- Security 
problem; 57- Heroic; 59- Reveal, in verse;

Friday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
IaCM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily Times 28 716 081

WEATHER

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If you can’t change something, 
it’s a waste of time to try. 
Instead, use all that energy to 
think up ways to work around 
the things (or the people) that 
you don’t like.

April 20-May 20
You know, there’s not just one 
superhero in your group at work. 
Sure, that one person is awfully 
skilled at coming to people’s rescue 
right in the nick of time, but you 
can help others, too!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
There is a fun but significant 
misalignment in the energies 
around you today, so you can 
expect a lot of missed connections, 
misunderstandings and mismatched 
pairs in your life right now.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Distractions are not necessarily 
bad—sometimes they can spark 
a new idea, entertain you on a 
boring day, or just keep your mind 
humming in a relaxed, healthy 
way.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The less you open up your wallet 
today, the better. It’s not that you 
desperately need to save your cash 
or anything, it’s just that the less 
often you have financial dealings 
with others.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’ll be put in a position today 
that isn’t very enviable—you will 
have to tell someone you really like 
that they are just not delivering on 
expectations, and they need to get 
more in gear.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If you feel that there is too much 
duality in your day, then divide up 
your time more firmly. Do certain 
things at certain times, and avoid 
moving your schedule around too 
frequently.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It’s true that the more you open 
yourself up to people, the more you 
are going to get hurt—it’s a simple 
numbers game. But what you’re 
not realizing is that the more you 
open yourself up to people.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The universe has some serious 
power in store for you, although 
you might not receive it until the 
afternoon or early evening. So 
save any big plans for later in the 
day.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Think about what the recipient 
cares about most, and put that in 
the subject line—that way, you’ll 
rise above all the competition in 
their inbox and get read first! Keep 
it short.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When you need guidance or 
support today, you can always 
count on yourself! Getting other 
people’s input is important, but it 
could also overload you with too 
much irrelevant information.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Keep in mind that gifts are 
all about the sentiment they 
represent—what they cost is not 
necessarily important. So if you are 
shopping for a gift right now, don’t 
overspend.

  Aquarius Pisces
 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max CondITIon
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world
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0
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flurry
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clear
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Real Madrid’s head coach Santiago Solari shouts instructions

lA liGA 

Madrid stunned by Girona, 
sees Barcelona increase its lead
Tales Azzoni, Madrid 

REal Madrid was stunned 
by struggling Girona yes-

terday, losing 2-1 at home to see 
Barcelona extend its lead at the 
top of the Spanish league stan-
dings.

Real Madrid was coming off 
a five-match winning streak in 
the league, but it wasn’t able to 
get past its relegation-threate-
ned rival at Santiago Bernabeu 
Stadium, conceding twice in the 
second half after taking a 1-0 
halftime lead.

Girona hadn’t won in 13 mat-
ches in all competitions and was 
coming off six straight losses. 
The Catalan club hadn’t won in 
the league since November and 
had entered the weekend one 
point from the relegation zone.

The surprise loss dropped Ma-
drid to third place and left the 
team nine points behind Barce-
lona, which on Saturday edged 
Valladolid 1-0 with a penalty 
kick converted by Lionel Messi. 
The result at Camp Nou Sta-
dium ended a three-game win-

less run for the Girona neighbor 
in all competitions.

Atletico Madrid returned to 
second place after defeating 
Rayo Vallecano 1-0 on Saturday 
to halt a two-game losing streak 
in the league.

Girona, which had lost twice 
to Madrid in the quarterfinals 
of the Copa del Rey last month, 
being outscored 7-3, moved to 
15th place in the league stan-
dings, four points from the re-

legation zone.
Madrid had won seven of its 

last eight matches in all com-
petitions, with the only setback 
a 1-1 draw at Camp Nou in the 
first leg of the Copa del Rey se-
mifinals. It had cut Barcelona’s 
lead from 10 points to six in re-
cent rounds after seeing its rival 
go through a slump.

Coach Santiago Solari made 
some changes to the starting 
lineup yesterday, leaving Vi-

nicius Junior and Gareth Bale 
on the bench after they star-
ted midweek in the 2-1 win at 
Ajax in the round of 16 of the 
Champions League. Marcelo, 
who had been left out of the 
Ajax game in the Netherlands, 
played from the beginning at 
the Bernabeu.

Casemiro opened the scoring 
with a firm header from near 
the penalty spot in the 25th 
minute after a cross by Toni 

Kroos, and Girona equalized 
with a penalty kick converted 
by Cristhian Stuani in the 65th 
after a handball by Sergio Ra-
mos inside the area.

Girona had a golden chance 
to equalize about five minutes 
before the penalty, when Aleix 
Garcia’s close-range shot went 
over the crossbar. The visitors 
moved in front with a 75th-
minute header by Portu after 
Madrid goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois initially saved a shot 
by Anthony Lozano.

Portu had hit the post a few 
minutes earlier with a booming 
shot from inside the area.

Solari put on Vinicius Junior 
and Bale in the second half and 
Madrid pressed through the 
end to try to reverse the deficit. 
Courtois made it to the area in 
a last-gasp attempt, but coul-
dn’t get enough on his header, 
sending the ball just wide of the 
post.

Ramos was sent off in 90th 
after receiving a second yellow 
card. AP

 Madrid had 
won seven of 
its last eight 
matches in all 
competitions
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NBA Commissioner Adam Silver

Cardiff City manager Neil Warnock (left) comforts Emiliano Sala’s 
father, Horacio Sala

BASKeTBAll 

NBA, FIBA announce plans 
for pro league in Africa

Emotional funeral for Sala held 
in his Argentine hometown
FamilY, friends, su-

pporters and former 
teammates paid tribute 
to striker Emiliano Sala in 
his small Argentine home-
town on Saturday, almost 
four weeks after he died 
when the plane he was in 
crashed into the English 
Channel.

The 28-year-old Sala’s 
body received a hero’s 
welcome in Progreso whe-
re much of the grieving 
population paid their last 
respects to their soccer 
idol before the body was 
taken away for cremation.

“It is something that I 
still cannot understand or 
accept because it hurts so 
much,” said Progreso re-
sident Lucia Torres, who 
was in tears. “My town 
shut down on Jan. 21 and 
remains shut down to this 
day.”

Sala was the best-known 
figure from Progreso, a 
town of several thousand 
inhabitants in Argenti-
na’s Santa Fe province, 
and was adored by many. 
He had been known since 
childhood here as “Emi.”

A post-mortem found 

that Sala died from inju-
ries to his head and torso 
when his plane crashed in 
the channel.

The single-engine air-
craft was flying from the 
French city of Nantes to 
Cardiff where Sala was 
due to start a new career 
playing for the Welsh ca-
pital’s Premier League 
club. Among those in at-
tendance at Saturday’s 
funeral were Cardiff City’s 
manager Neil Warnock 
and his Nantes teammate 
Nicolas Pallois.

Sala’s body was recove-

red from the seabed wre-
ckage last week but the 
plane’s pilot is still mis-
sing. Authorities have said 
that the Air Accidents In-
vestigation Branch inves-
tigation could take up to 
12 months. A pre-inquest 
review hearing was set for 
Nov. 6.

“He is my player, he’s 
signed for me,” Warnock 
said of Sala, adding that 
he’d met with striker’s fa-
mily. “And then you look 
around the whole village 
here. It’s like the whole 
village is part of it; I’ve 

never known anything 
like it. People showed me 
pictures where he was 4 
years of age and then 7 
years and I spoke with his 
teacher.”

Sala’s body was flown to 
Argentina and arrived in 
Buenos Aires on Friday 
before being driven to 
Progreso, where Sala grew 
up. AP

Tim Reynolds, Charlotte

THE NBA is bringing 
a pro league to Africa. 
The Basketball Africa 
League, a new collabo-

ration between the NBA and the 
sport’s global governing body 
FIBA, was announced Satur-
day. The initial plan is for the 
12-team league to begin play in 
January, and former President 
Barack Obama is among those 
who are expected to have direct 
involvement with the league’s 
plan to keep growing the game 
in Africa through the league and 
other initiatives.

The scope of what Obama’s 
involvement will be remains 
unknown, and it’s yet to be de-
termined which existing club 
teams will be part of the league. 
Qualification tournaments will 
be held later this year to deter-
mine those clubs, with teams 
from Angola, Egypt, Kenya, 
Morocco, Nigeria, Rwanda, Se-
negal, South Africa and Tunisia 
expected to be among those 
taking part. No nation will have 
more than two teams in the lea-
gue.

“As we’ve been talking about 
this concept over the last several 
months, there’s been a tremen-
dous reception from many of 
our NBA team owners [...] and 
in addition, several of the part-
ners of the NBA have expressed 
a strong desire to work with us 
in Africa,” Silver said.

Silver said Pepsi and Nike’s 
Jordan Brand — Charlotte ow-
ner Michael Jordan was among 
the owners in the room where 
Silver made the announcement 
— are among the partners who 
have reached out to the NBA 
and said they want to be part 

of the Africa league. Silver also 
said that Obama, an enormous 
basketball fan, has told him he 
wants to “be directly involved 
with these activities in Africa.”

Silver said talks between the 
NBA and Obama are ongoing. 
Obama spoke on a video that 
was shown during the event 
where Silver announced the lea-
gue.

“I hope you know through 
sport, that if you put in effort, 
you will be rewarded,” Obama 
said. “I hope you learn through 
sport what it means to play as 

a team, and even if you are the 
best player, your job is not just 
to show off but your job is to 
make your teammates better.”

The NBA and FIBA’s invol-
vement will include financial 
support and resources toward 
continued growing of the game 
on the continent, as well as 
providing training for players, 
coaches and referees and some 
infrastructure for the new lea-
gue. Silver said there are 438 
companies in Africa that gene-
rate more than USD1 billion in 
revenue annually, but that sport 

there has not seen the same 
growth — yet.

“Africa is a huge economic 
engine,” Silver said. “And one 
place, though, where we haven’t 
seen enormous economic grow-
th yet is in the industry of sport. 
And that’s something that we 
are all particularly focused on.”

The NBA has held three ga-
mes in Africa since 2015, all of 
them selling out — two games in 
Johannesburg, the other in Pre-
toria. Many of the league’s cur-
rent players and coaches, along 
with several legends and Hall of 

Famers, have been part of those 
trips.

“I went with them last year,” 
Basketball Hall of Famer Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar said. “The 
NBA reaches out across the 
world.”

The league has an office in 
South Africa, has helped create 
87 learn-and-play facilities in 
seven African nations, and 13 
players who were born in Africa 
on opening-night NBA rosters 
this season. The league also bui-
lt an academy in Senegal that 
opened nearly two years ago.

“It’s a huge joy to see our part-
nership with the NBA enter un-
chartered territory as we work 
together for the first time to 
maximize the potential of pro-
fessional basketball in Africa,” 
said Andreas Zagklis, FIBA’s se-
cretary general.

This marks the first time the 
NBA has been involved with the 
operation of a league outside of 
North America.

“We’re excited to work closely 
with the NBA to develop and 
put in a place a professional 
league like none that we have 
ever seen in our region before,” 
said FIBA Africa Executive Di-
rector Alphonse Bile. “Through 
the Basketball Africa League, 
we can provide the many great 
clubs and players with the best 
possible environment to com-
pete for the highest stakes.”

The NBA says more details 
about the new league will be re-
leased in the coming months. AP

 Barack 
Obama is 
among those 
who are 
expected to 
have direct 
involvement 
with the league
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Lion Air jet overshoots runwAy 
upon LAnding in indonesiA 

A Lion Air jet with 182 passengers and seven 
crew members overshot the runway while landing 
at Pontianak airport in Indonesia’s West Kaliman-
tan province on Saturday, the airline said.

All the passengers and crew were evacuated 
safely from the aircraft that had departed from 
Jakarta’s Soekarno-Hatta airport earlier, Lion Air 
said. The airline is working with authorities to 
move the Boeing 737-800NG aircraft and minimi-

ze disruption to its operations, it said.
The airport was temporarily closed and three 

flights to and from Pontianak were affected, PT 
Angkasa Pura II, the airport operator, said in a sta-
tement. The Lion Air jet landed during heavy rains, 
the operator said.

A Lion Air jet crashed into the Java Sea in Oc-
tober, killing all 189 on board, in Indonesia’s worst 
aviation disaster in two decades.
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Ho Iat Seng: tHe natural 
candIdate

Today it will be too difficult to spot anybody who 
disbelieves Ho Iat Seng is to succeed Chui Sai 
On as Macau’s Chief Executive. Local entrepre-
neur and president of the Legislative Assembly, 
as well as a political heavyweight beyond MSAR, 
Ho left behind the role of the “never ever non-
candidate”, the reluctant one, to an “assuming 
almost-candidate” who is seriously considering 
the idea of becoming the 3rd Chief Executive.

Unequivocally, if not a tough unquestionable 
conservative, Ho Iat Seng is what, in the local 
liberal political lingo, is described as a reputable 
pro-Beijing asset, naturally ascending to the top 
job in the 20th year of the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region. So much so nobody seems 
eager to really contest Ho Iat Seng in the small-
circle selection system of the Macau Chief Exe-
cutive. And allow us to underline #real#, thus dis-
carding any dressing or sympathetic candidates.

Given his performance at the helm of an appa-
rent regulatory tightening against the set of li-
berties granted in the Basic Law, Secretary for 
Security, Wong Sio Chak would be a natural bet 
but he puts himself totally out of consideration. 
He claims to be reiterating when he says he has 
never considered running in the next Chief Exe-
cutive election. Last year, Wong dismissed the 
possibility at a Fire Service open day; this year 
during visits to the Border Gate he reiterated his 
unavailability. To date, this is the status and what 
counts about the replacement of Chui Sai On as 
CE.

Everything in this political outlook is pointing to 
a solo run, albeit the idea may be an uncomfor-
table one for Ho Iat Seng himself. Ho cared to 
state that he is not one to be scared of political 
quarrel, dispute or controversy, as supposedly 
his tenure at the Legislative Assembly attests, 
referring to the handling - the disastrous han-
dling - of lawmaker Sulu Sou’s suspension from 
the Nam Van Lake’s floor. According to Radio 
Macau broadcast news, putative candidate Ho 
Iat Seng, not known for proficiency in the English 
Language, referred to the equivalent of “if you 
cannot stand the heat, get out of the kitchen”! 
For the time being, the heat is on at the usual 
kitchen: the Legislative Assembly, as a whole, 
and the Committee on Rules and Mandates, in 
particular.

Sulu Sou filed a complaint regarding the alle-
ged secret meetings of the Committee on (Hou-
se) Rules and Mandates, configuring what he 
claims to be unlawful behavior of the committee. 
In January, it held a meeting to discuss the pro-
democracy lawmaker resorting to the Cantone-
se  expression “trash assembly”  …however the 
opposition submitted by Sulu Sou was aimed at 
an internal meeting held prior: a so-called pre-
paratory meeting held before the committee was 
to discuss matters involving Sulu. The thing is…
there is no such thing as a preparatory meeting 
in the Rules of the House.

Again, Ho Iat Seng is now on the departure 
block, despite the formalities needed to be ad-
dressed to allow the candidacy of the current 
president of the Legislative Assembly, indirectly 
elected by the economic functional constituency.

How sound will the staple economy of the weal-
thiest hub be when the next CE takes office? No 
one knows. GGR was down this January for the 
first time in two years. Slower Chinese economic 
growth, a weaker yuan and a trade war threaten 
growth in the casino hub. At the end of the year, 
departing Chief Executive Chui Sai On warned 
residents about difficulties arising from an un-
certain and sometimes volatile global economic 
situation.

Rear Window 
Severo Portela

syrIa islamic State 
militants are preventing 
more than 1,000 
civilians from leaving 
a tiny area still held by 
the extremist group 
in a village in eastern 
Syria, a spokesman for 
the U.S.-backed Syrian 
militia fighting the group 
said yesterday.

serbIa Thousands of 
people have rallied in 
Serbia’s capital for 11th 
week in a row against 
populist President 
Aleksandar vucic and 
his government.

ITaly’s populist 5-Star 
Movement, which is 
part of the country’s 
ruling coalition, is 
asking its supporters to 
vote online on whether 
the leader of its junior 
coalition partner should 
be prosecuted.

sPaIn will elect its 
third government in 
less than four years 
after Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez’s fragile 
socialist government 
acknowledged its 
support had evaporated 
and called an early 
general election.

braZIl eight 
employees of Brazilian 
mining giant vale 
have been arrested in 
connection with the 
investigation into last 
month’s collapse of a 
mining dam that killed 
at least 166 people and 
left 147 missing in the 
southeastern state of 
Minas Gerais.

veneZuela The U.S. 
military airlifted tons of 
humanitarian aid to a 
Colombian town on the 
venezuelan border as 
part of an effort meant 
to undermine socialist 
President nicolas 
Maduro and back his 
rival for the leadership 
of the South American 
nation. More on p14

Ebrahim Noroozi, Isfahan

DOzEnS of comrades 
circled caskets on the 

back of trucks on Saturday 
as thousands of mourners 
attended a mass funeral for 
27 elite Revolutionary Guard 
soldiers killed in a suicide 
car bombing this week in 
Iran’s Sistan and Baluchis-
tan province.

Men rhythmically struck 
their chests, a traditional 
way of showing grief, as 
women in long black cha-
dors wept. Shouts of “Dea-
th to America,” and “Death 
to Zionism” could be heard 
from the crowd gathered in 
Bozorgmehr Square in the 
central city of Isfahan, where 
the soldiers were based.

The head of Iran’s power-
ful Revolutionary Guard, 
Maj. Gen. Mohammad Ali 
Jafari, threatened to retalia-
te against neighboring Sau-
di Arabia and United Arab 
Emirates over the attack. 
Earlier, he claimed, without 
providing evidence, that the 
United States and Israel or-
dered Saudi Arabia and the 
Emirates to carry out the 
attack, which also wounded 
12.

“The treacherous govern-
ment of Saudi and Emirates 
should know that the patien-
ce of the Islamic Republic 
about your hidden support 
for criminals and Takfiri 
groups has come to an end 
and Iran will not tolerate it 
anymore,” said Jafari in a 
speech to the crowd.

“We will get revenge for the 
blood of our martyrs from 
Saudi Arabia and Emirates,” 

he said. He asked President 
Hassan Rouhani to give the 
Guard the freedom to reta-
liate.

Pegah Mohammadi, 19, a 
student, said she attended 
the funeral to say goodbye to 
heroes who sacrificed to pro-
vide security to the Iranian 
people. “They gave their 
blood to protect our borders, 
to bring us security and pea-
ce,” she said.

Family members accom-
panied the bodies of their 
loved ones to Isfahan’s Bagh 
Rezvan cemetery. Five of 
the dead Guard members 
will be buried there and the 
rest will be buried in nearby 
cities and towns in Isfahan 
province.

Wednesday’s attack, clai-
med by Baluch separatists, 
killed both seasoned officers 
and younger soldiers, inclu-
ding a 20-year-old in the Is-
fahan-based Guard’s forces. 
The assault killed members 
of the Guard’s Imam Hus-
sein division, which played 
a significant role in various 
battles during the 1980s 
Iran-Iraq war.

The bombing could lead to 
Iranian retaliation against 
the militant Sunni group 
Jaish al-Adl, who claimed 
responsibility. The group 
largely operates across the 
border in nuclear-armed 
Pakistan. Recent militant 
assaults inside Iran have 
sparked retaliatory ballistic 
missile strikes in Iraq and 
Syria.

Attacks by Jaish al-Adl, 
or “Army of Justice,” have 
increased in recent years. 
Since its founding in 2012, 

it has abducted or killed bor-
der guards in hit-and-run 
assaults from its havens in 
Pakistan. It kidnapped 11 
Iranian border guards in Oc-
tober. Five later were retur-
ned to Iran and six remained 
held.

Jafari said Iran expects 
Pakistan to “punish” the 
group, which allegedly has 
taken refuge in the coun-
try’s southwest. “If they do 
not punish them, our reta-
liatory measures will be car-
ried out,” he said. Jafari said 
the Pakistani government 
knows where the attackers 
are harbored and accused 
Pakistan security forces of 
supporting them.

Tehran immediately linked 
Wednesday’s attack to a 
U.S.-led conference in War-
saw largely focused on Iran, 
just two days after the nation 
marked the 40th anniver-
sary of its 1979 Islamic Re-
volution.

The bomb struck a bus tra-
veling on a road between the 
cities of Khash and Zahedan, 
a mountainous region along 
the Pakistani border that is 
also near Afghanistan. Ima-
ges after the blast published 
by semi-official news agen-
cies showed the explosion 
tore the bus apart, as passers- 
by used the light of their ce-
llphones to illuminate the 
debris.

The Guard, which answers 
only to Iran’s Supreme Lea-
der Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
issued a statement saying a 
vehicle loaded with explosi-
ves targeted a bus carrying 
border guards affiliated with 
its force. AP
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Thousands attend 
funeral for slain Guard 
members
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Gen. Mohammad Ali Jafari


