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it’s terminal: 
selfie sticks 
banned from 
carry on

condominium staffers 
clean two extra patacas

veteran communist li rui 
memorial against his wishes

The minimum wage for guards 
and cleaners is up from 30 
to 32 patacas per hour, ExCo 
announces

Li Nanyang, the daughter of a Chinese 
Communist Party veteran has boycotted 
her father’s funeral. Li Rui’s memorial 
was held against her father’s wishes P8

 P11

DiRE sTRaiT

Taiwan’s leader issues warning 
to world according to Xi

China is barring 
foreign travelers from 
Tibet over a period 
of several weeks 
that includes a pair 
of sensitive political 
anniversaries. Travel 
agencies say foreign 
tourists would not be 
allowed back into Tibet 
until april 1. it’s not 
clear when the ban 
started. More on p10

Vietnam is on high 
alert after african 
swine fever was 
discovered in its 
northern provinces. 
More than 200 pigs 
have been slaughtered 
after household farms 
in Hung Yen and 
Thai Binh provinces 
were suspected to 
be contaminated, the 
Department of animal 
Health said. 
More on p13

eU a hacking 
group has targeted 
European democratic 
institutions including 
think tanks and non-
profit groups ahead of 
highly anticipated EU 
parliamentary elections 
in May, Microsoft 
said. a group called 
strontium targeted 
email accounts for more 
than 100 people in six 
European countries.
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AL approves 
law for judge 
discrimination
The Legislative Assembly 
has approved the Basic Law 
of Judicial Organization, 
including a controversial 
article that bars non-
Chinese judges from ruling 
on matters of national 
security. That particular 
article was approved after 
a request for a separate 
vote with 28 in favor and 
three opposed. According to 
Radio Macau, Secretary for 
Administration and Justice 
Sonia Chan justified the 
government’s position on the 
discrimination by reiterating 
that, “Macau – as part of 
China – has to safeguard the 
interests of the State.”

Urban planners 
approve Lai 
Chi Vun maps
The Urban Planning 
Committee has approved 
draft maps of three areas 
in the Lai Chi Vun area 
of Coloane outside of the 
shipyards buffer zone. 
According to the plan 
released after yesterday’s 
meeting, new buildings in 
the area will be limited to 
a maximum height of 8.9 
meters. New buildings in 
one particular zone will be 
required to adopt the style 
of the heritage shipyards 
located in the area. The 
Executive Council concluded 
the listing of the Lai Chi Vun 
shipyards as a cultural and 
archaeological site of interest 
in December.

IFT to host 
‘smart tourism’ 
public forum
The Institute for Tourism 
Studies (IFT) will host a 
public forum with the theme 
of “Smart Tourism, Smart 
Destinations” as its fourth 
special, open-to-the-public 
such event. According to 
the education institution, 
the public forum forms 
part of its Greater Bay Area 
initiatives for training, 
education and research, 
undertaken jointly with 
Sun Yat Sen University’s 
School of Tourism and the 
School of Hotel and Tourism 
Management of the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University.

Esports photoshoot injury 
knocks out star player

SJM to complete Lagerfeld hotel as 
‘legacy to his creative genius’

Macau gaming con-
cessionaire SJM 

Holdings, which is buil-
ding a hotel designed by 
Karl Lagerfeld, says it’s 
“deeply saddened” by 
news of his death.

Lagerfeld, the iconic cou-
turier whose designs at 
Chanel and Fendi had an 
unprecedented impact on 
the entire fashion indus-
try, died Tuesday in Paris, 
prompting an outpouring 
of love and admiration 
for the man whose career 
spanned six decades.

SJM Holdings Ltd. said 

in a statement that it was 
an honor to work with 
Lagerfeld on the hotel, 
which the company looks 
forward to completing “as 
a legacy to his creative ge-
nius.”

“SJM is deeply saddened 
by the news of the passing 
away of Karl Lagerfeld, 
and offers our heartfelt 
condolences to his family 
and friends. Our thoughts 
are with them and with all 
those in the design world 
to whom he was such an 
inspiration,” the state-
ment said. 

“It has been an honor 
for SJM to work with him, 
and we look forward to 
completing the Karl La-
gerfeld Hotel at the Grand 
Lisboa Palace in Macau as 
a legacy to his creative ge-
nius.”

The Karl Lagerfeld Hotel 
is part of a glitzy multi-
billion-dollar casino resort 
that SJM is building in the 
former Portuguese enclave. 
The Grand Lisboa Palace 
resort, which is due to open 
in the second half of 2019, 
will also feature a Versace-
themed hotel. DB/AP

Daniel Beitler

A top-tier professional gamer 
has suffered a serious injury 

at a Macau-based esports tourna-
ment and is currently receiving 
medical care in Shanghai.

Zhang Ruida, who goes by the 
screen name “Faith_bian”, was 
injured during a photoshoot ses-
sion on Tuesday ahead of the fou-
r-day MDL Macau tournament 
organized by Mars Media and 
hosted at Galaxy Entertainment 
Group’s Broadway Macau. Accor-
ding to industry sources, Zhang 
has suffered a shoulder disloca-
tion.

The esports player was quickly 
hospitalized in Macau, before 
flying back to Shanghai to receive 
further medical care.

Organizer Mars Media issued a 
statement explaining the incident 
and apologizing for Zhang’s inju-
ry.

“It’s with regrets that we an-
nounce that EHOME’s offlaner, 
Zhang “Faith_bian” Ruida has 
been hospitalized following an 
injury suffered during the pho-
toshoot of MDL Macau, and will 
therefore not participate at the 
event,” the statement read.

“We sincerely apologize to 
Zhang Ruida for the injury caused 
due to attending our photoshoot, 
but also to EHOME and all the 
fans. We wish him a speedy reco-
very, and hope to see him back at 
events very soon.”

Tuesday’s injury is the second 
setback for the EHOME team af-
ter it was announced that one of 
its star players, Li “ASD” Zhiwen, 
would miss out on the MDL Ma-
cau group stage “due to a Hong 
Kong and Macau Passport deli-
very [delay] issue.”

MDL Macau 2019 pits eight 
competitive esports teams against 
one another to fight for their sha-
re of a USD300,000 prize pool. 

The tournament kicked off yes-

terday at Broadway Macau with a 
round robin qualifying group sta-
ge. The top four squads at made it 
to the playoff upper bracket while 
the bottom four are starting in the 
lower bracket.

The injured Zhang is a profes-
sional Dota 2 player on the China
-based EHOME team. He is cur-
rently in the third position on the 
team’s active player squad, having 
joined in May 2017.

The 20-year-old professional 

gamer is regarded as a fast-rising 
star within the esports industry. 
According to industry figures, 
Zhang has accumulated perso-
nal earnings surpassing the $2 
million mark since his 2014 de-
but on the professional scene. His 
most notable tournament perfor-
mance was during The Internatio-
nal 2016 in Seattle, when Zhang 
secured the top spot and earned 
more than $9 million for his pre-
vious team, Wings Gaming.

Zhang Ruida, aka Faith_bian
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Minimum wage raised to MOP32/hour 
for security, cleaning staff

Administrative regulation on land 
public tenders finally concluded
A n administrati-

ve regulation that 
cpmplements the Land 
Law, in force since 2013, 
has finally been conclu-
ded, the Executive Cou-
ncil (ExCo) spokesper-
son Leong Heng Teng 
informed yesterday 
during a press conferen-
ce.

The regulation aims 
to clarify the rules and 
procedures regarding 
the organization and 
application of land plots 
for public tenders, and 
comes six years after the 
original law was enfor-
ced.

Questioned on the 
topic, Leong noted, “the 
general law already pro-
vides the framework,” 
and this regulation is 
only a clarification of 

procedures.
According to the 

spokesperson, “there 
was no matter of urgen-

cy on this regulation, 
since the law already 
defines the procedures 
[to be taken].”

Leong noted that the 
purpose of the adminis-
trative regulation is to 
“establish more strict 

procedures, clarifying 
several steps of the pro-
cess.”

Leong explained that 
this regulation was ela-
borated using the arti-
cles of the Land Law, not 
promoting any changes 
to it but describing, in 
detail, the procedures.

As for the regulation, 
it establishes two diffe-
rent kinds of tenders; a 
“simple” one, in which 
a committee, to be crea-
ted for each tender, only 
evaluates the proposals 
based on the tender 
bids, and a second one 
in which the proposal 
includes a plan of land 
usage.

In the second case, the 
Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau (DS-
SOPT) director Li Can-

feng explained that the-
re is a need to establish 
two different commit-
tees, the first to open the 
proposals, and a second 
one to evaluate the pro-
posals, making note that 
one of the changes pro-
moted by this new regu-
lation is that “the people 
that are part of the first 
committee, cannot be in 
the second one. There is 
a total separation that 
did not exist before.”

Leong stated that five 
members and two subs-
titutes would compose 
the opening commit-
tee, while the evalua-
tion committee must 
be composed of civil 
servants working wi-
thin the relevant de-
partment, in the roles 
of president of the com-
mittee, one committee 
member and one subs-
titute member. This 
committee should be 
created by an order of 
the Chief Executive. RM

Renato Marques

T he Executive 
Council (ExCo) 
has concluded 
the analysis of 

a new bill that aims to 
promote changes to the 
established minimum 
wage for local cleaners 
and security guards 
hired by property ma-
nagement service su-
ppliers or those working 
in residential buildings. 
The ExCo spokesper-
son Leong Heng Teng 
announced yesterday at 
a press conference that 
the change was enshri-
ned in a law passed at 
the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) in July 2015.

The new bill promo-
tes a raise to the mini-
mum wage of such staff 
from MOP30 per hour 
to MOP32, an increase 
of 6.6 percent resulting 
from calculations made 
by the government con-
sidering “the inflation 
rate as well as the eco-
nomic performance in 
general.”

The same official also 
noted that this increa-
se comes as the result 
of a consensus reached 
between employers and 
employees during mee-
tings held at the Standing 
Committee for the Coor-

dination of Social Affairs 
(CPCS), run under the 
supervision of the Labor 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL). 
Under the new law, the 
minimum wage would 
increase to MOP32 per 
hour, MOP256 per day 
or MOP6,656 per mon-
th, according to different 
cases. It is noted that the 
daily salary is calculated 
on the basis of an expec-
ted maximum of eight  
hours work per day. In 
cases where the workers 
need to perform extra 
work, this time would 
be valued at MOP32 per 
hour.

As Leong also noted 
during the press con-
ference, the change, 
although “simple” and 
targeting only the wage 
amount, needs to be es-
tablished as a law since 
“only a law can amend 
another law.” 

He additionally re-
marked that the bill sta-
tes clearly the amount 
of the minimum wage, 
the reason it needs to 
be changed and the ra-
tionale for following all 
the legislative procedu-
res.

Questioned regarding 
the procedure included 
in the bill for the re-
view of this amount on 
a yearly basis, the ExCo 

spokesperson said, “It 
states  that the gover-
nment should review 
[the minimum wage] 
annually and in case it’s 
needed, proceed with 
changes. This does not 
imply a year-based up-
date,” he remarked in 
response to the fact that 
the law entered into 
force in 2016 but the 
amount is only being 
changed in 2019.

Questioned as to when 
this new wage would en-
ter into force, Leong said 
that such a date would 
be difficult to predict as 
it would ultimately de-
pend on the availability 
of the AL to discuss the 
bill and approve it, fo-
recasting that “it might 
take another half-year 
until it gets enforced.”

According to the go-
vernment’s estimates, 
there are currently arou-
nd 8,500 workers that 
would be affected by this 
change.

Questioned at the same 
opportunity as to when 
the ExCo would present 
the bill that aims to es-
tablish a minimum wage 
for all professions, Leong 
only said that such a bill 
is currently in the legisla-
tive process but “for sure, 
this will still happen […] 
in 2019.”

Leong Heng Teng (left) and Li Canfeng

 a minimum wage 
bill for all professions 
is coming this year, 
according to the 
ExCo spokesperson
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Renato Marques

The Health Bureau (SSM) 
has replied to an accusation 

filed by lawmaker Agnes Lam 
at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL), with the authority expres-
sing “deep regret for some false 
statements.”

During the plenary session, 
Lam commented on the case of 
a woman who sustained seve-
re burns as a result of domes-
tic violence and is now seeking 
medical treatment abroad.

The lawmaker accused the 
Bureau of only being concerned 
with its own image and motiva-
ted by economic interests, dis-
regarding the right of the pa-
tient and family to be informed 
of all the possible solutions.

Lam said, “the SSM only reac-
ted after the case was made 
public when the family of the 
patient organized an event to 
raise funds for her treatment.”

In the Bureau’s statement, 
the SSM clarified that “before 
the press conference organi-
zed by the family of the victim 
of domestic violence, which 
aimed to announce the fun-
draising for treatment in the 

United Kingdom, the govern-
ment departments had already 
informed the lawmaker [Lam] 
of the existence of a charity 
organization available to sub-
sidize the patient’s surgical 
treatment.”

Although refuting Lam’s accu-
sations in general, in the same 
statement, the SSM acknow-
ledged that “when the Health 
Bureau became aware of the in-
tention of a charity to support 
the victim to have surgery 
abroad, the Singapore medical 
institution was immediately 
contacted and the patient and 
family members were clearly 
informed of the situation in or-
der to minimize the psychologi-
cal pressure on the patient.” 

“There was no intention to de-
lay the [medical] information 
that [would support] decision- 
making.”

“As the whole process involves 
the high expenditure of funds 
from the public purse [...], the 
Health Bureau had the obliga-
tion to clarify and protect the 
public’s right to information,” 
added the Bureau, “in order to 
avoid misunderstandings and 
confusion.”

Health Bureau refutes 
Agnes Lam accusations

Renato Marques

Lawmakers at the 
Legislative Assembly 
expressed concer-
ns over the record 

number of visitors registered 
during the latest Lunar New 
Year Golden Week, which 
broke the 1.2 million mark.

The first of the legisla-
tors expressing concern was 
Leong Sun Iok, who noted 
that while the government 
regularly celebrates record- 
breaking figures, “several 
border checkpoints, namely 
the Border Gate, and some 
tourist landmarks had to be 
subject, for several days, to 
crowd control measures.” 

“Given the high number of 
tourists, which has increased 
significantly, some residen-
ts say the city is doomed to 
explode,” said Leong, whi-
le urging the government to 
pursue measures that would 
ease the “pressure on resi-
dents.” 

For example, Leong sug-
gested “attracting tourists 
of high consumption” and 
enforcing “pedestrian-on-
ly areas during the Golden 
Week.” The government 
might also consider promo-
ting attractions in Cotai that 
would relieve the pressure 

ToURisM

Fear of   
too many 
visitors 
unites 
lawmakers
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vernment to incentivize 
shop owners, namely in 
the surroundings of tou-
rism areas, to keep their 
establishments open 
during the holiday sea-
son.

“Most of the tourists 
concentrate in the ca-
sinos, Almeida Ribei-
ro and the Ruins of St 
Paul’s, which shows that 
the flow of people was 
not effectively diverted 
to other old areas,” she 
said. 

“The surrounding areas 
were quiet, and even if 
there were tourists, the 
shops were closed. At 
Rua da Felicidade, the 
closure of many stores 
during the Chinese New 
Year contributed to an 
even further degradation 
of the environment, re-
ducing tourists’ willing-
ness to visit these areas.”

Chan also suggested the 
government to continue 
with the renovation of 
public areas in addition 
to remodeling the faça-
des of buildings in the 
old quarters and in the 
world heritage areas,” 
improving in this way the 
image of the city as a tou-
rism destination.

on popular spots of 
central Macau.

Following on from 
Leong’s remarks was 
Song Pek Kei, who cal-
led for a “balanced so-
lution for tourism.”

According to Song, if 
“it is true that the lar-
ge number of tourists 
has brought us eco-
nomic development 
and an increase in fi-
nancial income,” it is 
also true that “infras-
tructure and resources 
are lacking, and too 
many tourists and the 
rapid development of 
the sector will result 
in unbalanced social 
development, giving 
rise to strong contra-
dictions between the 
demand for more tou-
rists and the life of the 
population.”

Kou Hoi In and Ip 
Sio Kai signed a joint 
enquiry criticizing tou-
rism policies and mea-
sures applied to tackle 
the problem of over-
crowded tourist attrac-
tions.

“As in the past, the go-
vernment has deployed 
more police to main-
tain order and control 

the crowds [in the cen-
tral area, Avenida de 
Almeida Ribeiro and 
Saint Paul’s Ruins]. 
The tourists in these 
areas were pushed to 
follow the crowd by the 
same path, as if they 
were a flock of ducks,” 
it said. 

“These control mea-
sures are effective at 
dispersing people, but 
they reduce the free-
dom of tourists. They 
cannot stop to take 
photographs or make 
purchases - they can 
only follow the people 
in front of them, which 
results in a bad expe-
rience.”

The lawmakers 
also highlighted the 
growing dissatisfac-
tion among residents 
saying, “too many tou-
rists on public roads 
seriously affects the 
commute of residen-
ts, who complain that 
every day on their way 
home, they have to fi-
ght ‘hand-to-hand’ 
with tourists.”

Lawmaker Chan 
Hong adopted a diffe-
rent approach to the 
topic, urging the go-
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aRT | aMigos Da CULTURa

Association celebrates 
33rd anniversary with 
regional artists lineup
A local art associa-

tion has celebrated 
its 33rd anniversary by 
showcasing an exhibi-
tion of 20 artworks by 
local and regional artis-
ts at Albergue SCM.

Circulo dos Amigos da 
Cultura de Macau, es-
tablished in 1986, was 
formed by a group of art 
enthusiasts and friends, 
with the aim of creating 
a shift in the region’s art 
scene.

Carlos Marreiros, one 
of the co-founders of 
the group, remarked, 
“We kept our indepen-
dent point of view, each 
of us followed a philoso-
phy and we aimed to be 
original and experimen-
tal.”

The architect recalled 
that the works of the 
association’s members 
have been invited to join 
different exhibitions in 
the Asia-Pacific region 
including in Hong Kong, 
Japan, Bangladesh and 
Australia. 

“We were very active 
back in the 80s to 90s 
and all of us had other 
careers.”

“Thirty-three years 
later, we still keep the 
same spirit of freedom, 
teaching and learning 
with each other but each 
follow a different belief 

in artistic philosophy,” 
Marreiros said. 

According to the archi-
tect, the association was 
also formed to “chan-
ge the scenario of local 
[art] which was too con-
servative,” noting that 
the only paintings back 
in the day were St. Paul’s 
Ruins with an “orange-
colored sunset.” 

Commenting on the 
current art scene and 
emerging artists, Mar-
reiros believes that lo-
cal artists are becoming 
more modern, produ-
cing a more contempo-
rary style of artwork. 

“The artists in Macau 
are much more modern 
[and] contemporary but 

they […] are not creative 
enough, as in our time, 
when we changed and 
innovated things,” said 
Marreiros.

“That is the global si-
tuation. What you see in 
Macau is what you see 
in Europe and America. 
Back in our day, we used 
philosophies and te-
chniques of the east and 
west; we painted herita-
ge of Macau in abstract,” 
he added.

He then called on ar-
tists to enhance their 
creativity in a bid to fur-
ther boost the city’s art 
industry. 

“We need more al-
truism, more dedication. 
[…] Artists must focus 
on their creativity to do 
[something] different,” 
the architect concluded. 

The “Members Joint 
Exhibition of the 33rd 
anniversary of Circulo 
dos Amigos da Cultura 
de Macau” showcases 
works by James Chu, 
Konstantin Bessmert-
ny, Lam Kin Ian, Joey 
Ho, Noah Ng and Tong 
Chong, amongst others.

Works by the founders 
of the group, including 
Marreiros, Mio Pang 
Fei, Un Chi Iam, Vic-
tor Marreiros, Ung Vai 
Meng, are also showca-
sed. LV

 The only 
paintings 
back in the 
day were 
st. Paul’s 
Ruins with 
an orange-
colored 
sunset, said 
Marreiros
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sands china’s resorts receive 
accolades in destinasian

mgm awarded in forbes travel guide

all of our team mem-
bers for their dedi-
cation and passion, 
consistently creating 
great moments for, not 
only our guests, but 
also for the company 
with the earning of 
these prestigious ac-
colades.”

“We are honored to 
once again be recog-
nized as a top luxury 
travel destination in 
the world and will con-
tinue to strive for the 
best in all that we do,” 
he added.

 

Macao Hotel, Cotai Central, The 
St. Regis Macao, Cotai Central and 
Conrad Macao also received top 10 
recognition in the same category.

“Results based on the experiences 
of members of the public are highly 
valued by the hospitality industry, so 
this makes the result even more mea-
ningful. It validates the hard work and 
commitment of our team members 
and further drives us to continue ex-
ceeding guest expectations at every 
level,” said Mark McWhinnie, Senior 
Vice President of Resort Operations 
& Development, Sands China Ltd.

The annual awards are based on 
DestinAsian’s reader nominations 
across 31 categories including best 
destinations, airlines, airports and ho-
tels in the Asia-Pacific region.

Forbes Travel Guide 
yesterday unveiled 
its annual Star Ra-
ting list, naming MGM 
Macau as a Forbes 
Travel Guide Five-S-
tar Hotel for the four-
th year in a row. This 
year, Tria Spas at 
both MGM Macau and 
MGM Cotai have also 
joined the Four-Star 
roster.

Grant Bowie, CEO 
and executive direc-
tor of MGM China 
Holdings Limited, 
said, “I’d like to thank 

The Venetian Macao has been na-
med ‘Best Hotel in Macau’ at Des-
tinAsian magazine’s 14th Readers’ 
Choice Awards, which was held in 

Singapore recently. 
According to a statement issued 

by the gaming operator, Four Sea-
sons Hotel Macao, Sheraton Grand 

A professor who has held po-
sitions in both Hong Kong 

and Macau has been appointed 
as a consular adviser for the 
Consulate General of France in 
Hong Kong and Macau.

The academic, Dr. Emilie Tran, 
is currently an assistant profes-
sor at the Hong Kong Baptist 
University in the Department 
of Government & Internatio-
nal Studies, and was formerly a 
professor and researcher at the 
University of St. Joseph, Macau.

The position of Conseillers 
Consulaires (consular advisers) 
was created by a law passed in 
France on July 22, 2013, which 
reformed the governance of the 
representation of French natio-
nals living abroad. 

For this position, officials are 
elected through direct univer-
sal suffrage by overseas French. 
The first such elections were 
held in 2014, and each mandate 
lasts for six years.

The representatives liaise with 
the members of the French par-
liament – the Senate and the 
National Assembly – to whom 
these officials relay the concer-
ns of French people living over-
seas.

“As I was the warden for the 
French living in Macau for many 
years, I was invited to join the 
campaign and my list back then 
in 2014 was the only one that in-

cluded a French [national] from 
Macau,” Tran told the Times.

“It was then a significant ges-
ture as the French in Macau mi-
ght feel somewhat remote from 
the French community, since 
the French General consula-
te and French school are loca-
ted in Hong Kong,” she added. 
The advisers also elect the re-
presentatives to the Assemblée 
des Francais de l’Étranger, an 
assembly of 90 consular advi-
sers, as well 12 senators (French 
Senate) and 11 legislators (Na-
tional Assembly) representing 
the overseas French. 

“Since the French community 
is very large in Hong Kong, we 
are four [consular advisers] for 
Hong Kong and Macau — repre-
senting different political par-
ties. Actually, my list is indepen-
dent, not affiliated to any party 
in particular,” said the official.

“I share the same concerns as 
my fellow countrymen and wo-
men: schooling our children in a 
place with no French school – as 
it was the case in Macau – social 
security and retirement, taxa-
tion in our home country, [and 
so on],” Tran concluded.

Tran has been living in China 
for the past 19 years in regions 
including Shanghai, Hong Kong 
and Macau. She has been a con-
tributor for Macau Daily Times 
since 2012. LV

Consulate appointment a 
‘significant gesture’ for French

Airport to take tougher 
stance on lighters, 
selfie sticks

The Civil Aviation Autho-
rity (AACM) is requiring 

the Macau International Air-
port and other air services ins-
titutions in the city to take a 
tougher stance on passengers 
carrying lighters and “selfie 
sticks” in their carry-on bags 
or on their person.

The AACM will implement 
the new aviation security re-
quirements starting March 1, 
from which time aircraft pas-
sengers will no longer be per-
mitted to bring lighters onto 
aircraft nor transport selfie 
sticks, camera/video recorder 
tripods or monopods excee-
ding 30cm in length after re-
traction.

Under the new aviation se-
curity measures, both the Ma-
cau International Airport and 
the heliport will prohibit the 
carrying of lighters and mat-
ches onto aircraft and helicop-
ters. Selfie sticks, camera and 

video recorder tripods and 
monopods exceeding 30cm 
must be transported in che-
cked baggage.

With the aim of introdu-
cing the new requirements to 
passengers through different 
channels, the Aviation Autho-
rity has renewed the signage 
and electronic screens with 
regard to the newly prohibited 
articles and dangerous goods. 

In addition, the AACM has 
produced promotional videos 
that are now broadcast on the 
electronic screens in the air-
port and the other checkpoin-
ts, as well as on the television 
screens on public buses.

According to a statement 
from the AACM, the authority 
reviews the laws, regulations, 
standards and requirements 
in relation to aviation security 
on a periodic basis through the 
regular meetings of its Facili-
tation and Security Committee 

(FALSEC). The AACM will in-
troduce amendments whene-
ver the need to do so arises. 

In addition to keeping 
abreast of international best 
practice, the AACM says it 
also pays attention to the spe-
cific needs of Macau and im-
plements new amendments 
aimed at ensuring the safety of 
the travelling public. The new 
requirements to come into ef-
fect in March are to be imple-
mented with the approval of 
FALSEC, having considered 
similar practices in neighbo-
ring jurisdictions.

To address the needs of 
smoking passengers, the Ma-
cau International Airport has 
installed an ignition device in 
the smoking room in the air-
side of the terminal, open for 
use by passengers who have 
passed through security scree-
ning and wish to smoke in the 
terminal before departure. DB



thu 21.02.2019

BUSINESS分析macau’s leading newspaper 9
 

th Anniversary

 

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

K-Pop shows may return to China 
in sign of easing Korea tensions

Elusive arms deal frustrates Boeing to Lockheed
In the world of multi-

billion dollar defense 
contracts, India stands 
out.

Home to one of the big-
gest armed forces on the 
planet, the country has 
an uneasy co-existence 
with neighbors Pakistan 
and China. Its rapidly 
aging fighter jets make it 
a lucrative potential prize 
for the likes of Lockheed 
Martin Corp. and Boeing 
Co. While India wants to 
upgrade its fleet, there’s 
one big road block: New 
Delhi’s famed red tape.

The country - the world’s 
biggest arms importer, 
with an annual defense 

budget of USD43 billion 
- has been dangling a po-
tential $15 billion fighter 
jet deal for more than a 
decade, with Lockheed 

and Boeing, the world’s 
two largest contractors, 
vying for the chance to re-
fit India’s air force. 

Although drawn-out ne-

gotiations aren’t uncom-
mon in the arms world, 
India took 32 years to seal 
a deal with the U.S. to buy 
145 howitzers from BAE 
Systems Plc, with arcane 
procurement rules and 
shifting specifications 
contributing to the leng-
thy delays.

In a country with a long 
history of corruption alle-
gations - a scandal invol-
ving Bofors AB guns in 
the 1980s brought down 
a government and delayed 
the subsequent howitzer 
deal that was eventually 
hammered out last year - 
bureaucrats have turned 
extra cautious to avoid 

misdeeds, adding layers 
of vetting for negotiated 
contracts.

A wary India, which is 
hosting its flagship air 
show this week, has also 
derailed plans by Lo-
ckheed and Boeing to 
breathe new life into their 
aging F-16 and F/A-18 
programs. India is still 
seeking to replace its So-
viet-era MiG aircraft, whi-
le countries such as Japan 
and South Korea have ac-
quired modern stealth fi-
ghters such as Lockheed’s 
F-35.

“The Indian Air Force is 
facing a critical shortage 
of combat assets and other 

equipment,” said Caron 
Natasha Tauro, an analyst 
at Jane’s by IHS Markit. 
“With a two-front threat 
in its north from Pakistan 
and China, this shortage 
is perceived to be an im-
mediate threat to national 
security.”

About a third of India’s 
650-strong fleet is more 
than 40 years old and set 
to be phased out over the 
next decade. The IAF has 
estimated it needs at least 
45 squadrons to repel a 
joint attack from Pakistan 
and China, compared with 
a current active strength of 
about 25. The need is im-
mediate. MDT/Bloomberg

Chinese concert pro-
moters are seeking per-
mission for South Ko-
rean bands to perform 

in the country, according to 
people familiar with the matter, 
a sign of growing optimism that 
relations between the two coun-
tries are thawing.

Ties between Beijing and Seoul 
have been strained since South 
Korea agreed in 2016 to host 
a U.S. missile defense system 
strongly opposed by China. No 
major South Korean musician 
has performed in China since, 
and promoters haven’t bothered 
to invite Korean acts for a couple 
of years because of the percep-
tion that the government would 
reject such visa applications.

But they’ve recently started 
making such requests, accor-
ding to the people, who asked 
not to be named because the 
topic is politically sensitive. It’s 
unclear whether the country’s 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
is inclined to approve any of the 
applications, they said.

K-pop entertainers such as 
BTS, which last year became 
the first South Korean band to 
top the U.S. Billboard charts, 
haven’t been able to get permi-
ts to perform in China for years 
as part of a broader campaign 
against Korean businesses. The 
rift prompted China to laun-
ch a slew of punitive measures 
that cost the Korean economy 
billions of dollars in lost busi-
ness.

That’s why the stakes over the-
se permits could be much higher 
than the fate of a few concerts.

“People are getting ready,” said 
Archie Hamilton, managing di-
rector of the China-based mu-
sic promotion company Split 
Works. “There is a lot of money 
there.”

Shares of YG Entertainment 
Inc., which manages BlackPink, 
gained 2.8 percent in Seoul tra-
ding yesterday. JYP Entertain-
ment Corp., the agency behind 
South Korean girl group Twice, 
rose 0.7 percent, while SM En-
tertainment Co. climbed 3.3 
percent, compared with a 1.1 
percent advance by the ben-
chmark Kospi index.

Big Hit Entertainment Co., the 
closely held manager of BTS, de-
clined to comment. China’s cul-
ture ministry didn’t respond to a 
faxed request for comment.

China’s anger over Korea’s de-
cision in 2016 to deploy the Ter-
minal High Altitude Area De-
fense system, known as Thaad, 

came at a high cost. Chinese 
agencies stopped selling group 
tours to the country, Stores at 
Korean retail giant Lotte Group 
suddenly started getting suspen-
ded for fire-safety violations and 
Korean TV shows started disa-
ppearing from Chinese strea-
ming services. The Bank of Ko-
rea estimated that the Chinese 
backlash suppressed the smaller 
Asian country’s economic grow-
th by 0.4 percent that year.

But there are signs that China’s 
wrath is waning. The ban on 
group tours was partially lifted 
in 2018, South Korean dramas 
are back on TV and K-pop songs 
are being promoted on Chinese 
streaming services.

K-pop has been relatively re-
silient despite the effective ban 
on performances as demand for 
music from BTS, Girls’ Genera-
tion and BlackPink has soared 
in China, according to Bernie 
Cho, whose company provides 
label services to hundreds of 
Korean acts. Political tensions 
didn’t keep Chinese Internet 
giants Tencent Holdings Ltd. 
and Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. 
from having ties with Korea’s 
three largest music companies. 
South Korea’s music industry 
generated $98 million in sales in 
China in 2016, its No. 2 overseas 
market after Japan, according to 
Korean Statistical Information 
Service.

“K-Pop is international pop 
in Asia,” said Cho, president at 
DFSB Kollective “Chinese com-
panies are actively signing exclu-
sive deals and investing in music 
companies, which is a testament 
to growing confidence in the 
market.”

But musicians make far more 
money from touring than from 
recorded music. BTS, the first Ko-
rean pop band to top Billboard’s 
charts, made a reported $40 
million from its latest world tour.

“A lot of Korean artists wou-
ld like to tour” in China, said 
Jordan Corso, a booking agent 
at Beijing-based promoter Mo-
dern Sky Entertainment. “It’s 
too big a market.” Bloomberg
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Daughter of ex-Mao secretary boycotts 
Communist-led memorial

The daughter of a Chi-
nese Communist Party 

veteran boycotted his fune-
ral yesterday, calling it an 
improper tribute to a man 
who once worked for Mao 
Zedong but later became a 
fierce critic of the regime.

Li Rui’s memorial was 
held at the Babaoshan 
Revolutionary Cemetery, 
where many high-ranking 
former officials are buried. 
His daughter Li Nanyang 
said the ceremony was 
against her father’s wishes, 
which according to her 
were: to not have a memo-
rial, to not be brought to 
Babaoshan, and to not be 
draped with the party flag.

Li was 101 years old when 
he died of organ failure in 
Beijing last Saturday.

He was “completely disa-
ppointed” by the party, his 
daughter said in a phone 
interview from her home 
in the U.S. He felt that Chi-
na was devoid of freedom 
of speech and that corrup-
tion was rampant in a sys-
tem which allowed Com-
munist officials to get rich 
while ordinary people’s li-

ves stagnated, she said.
“I believe that if my fa-

ther’s soul is in heaven, 
he will be crying at the si-
ght” of his body covered 
by a party flag, Li Nanyang 
wrote in a statement to 
supporters. She said she 
chose not to attend the fu-
neral in order to make her 
father’s stance clear.

Li Nanyang said people 
in China told her Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and 

Premier Li Keqiang sent 
flower wreaths to the me-
morial.

“How hypocritical can 
you be?” she remarked, 
calling it “very ironic” that 
the leaders would appear 
to honor her father when 
his books are banned in 
mainland China. They give 
an inside account of the 
party’s tumultuous his-
tory.

“He should be comme-

morated and remembered 
because he was Li Rui, not 
because he was a high- 
ranking Communist Party 
cadre,” she said.

Li Rui joined the party 
more than a decade before 
the People’s Republic was 
founded in 1949. He brie-
fly served as one of Mao’s 
personal secretaries, but 
then was ousted from the 
party for expressing dis-
sent. Li spent eight years in 

prison, regaining his par-
ty membership only after 
Mao’s death.

In an interview with the 
BBC in 2017, Li said he 
refused to write a self-cri-
ticism after he advocated 
tolerance for the students 
protesting in Tiananmen 
Square in 1989.

“Whenever there is a 
clash between the party 
and humanity,” he said, “I 
insist on humanity.” AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

China is barring foreign 
travelers from Tibet over a 

period of several weeks that in-
cludes a pair of sensitive political 
anniversaries questioning the le-
gitimacy of Beijing’s rule over the 
Himalayan region.

Travel agencies contacted yes-
terday said foreign tourists wou-
ld not be allowed back into Tibet 
until April 1. It’s not clear when 
the ban started, although some 
monitoring groups said it began 
this month.

The ban was confirmed by the 
online customer service portal 
of the Tibet Youth International 
Travel Service, as well as staff at 
the Tibet Vista and Go to Tibet 
travel agencies. Both are based in 
the southwestern city of Cheng-
du — the main jumping-off point 

for visits to Tibet.
Staff members declined to give 

their names or offer details.
March 10 is the 60th anniver-

sary of an abortive 1959 uprising 
against Chinese rule in Tibet, 
while anti-government riots oc-
curred March 14, 2008, in the 
regional capital Lhasa.

Although the foreigner travel 
ban is an annual occurrence, the 
occasion of the 60th anniversary 
is drawing added attention.

Amid heavy security on the 
ground, Tibet is almost enti-
rely closed to foreign journalists 
and diplomats and information 
about actual conditions there is 
difficult to obtain.

The 1959 uprising resulted 
in the flight of Tibet’s traditio-
nal Buddhist leader, the Dalai 
Lama, into exile in India and the 
beginning of increasingly har-

sh Chinese rule over the region. 
Nearly five decades later, anger 
exploded in a series of protests in 
an around Lhasa that culminated 
in attacks on Chinese individuals 
and businesses in which the go-
vernment says rioters killed 18 
people.

An unknown number of Tibe-
tans were killed by security for-
ces in the aftermath.

China claims Tibet has been 
part of its territory for more than 
seven centuries and regards the 
Dalai Lama as a dangerous sepa-
ratist.

Many Tibetans insist they were 
essentially independent for most 
of that time and have protested 
what they regard as China’s hea-
vy-handed rule imposed after the 
People’s Liberation Army’s batt-
led its way into the Himalayan 
region in 1950.

More recently, traditionally Ti-
betan regions of western China 
have been racked by a series of 
self-immolations by Buddhist 
clergy and lay people protesting 
Chinese rule and calling for the 
return of the Dalai Lama, now 
aged 83.

Despite the suffocating level of 
security, Tibet is an increasingly 
popular destination for tourists 
looking for mountain adventure 
and monuments to its unique 
Buddhist culture.

In 2017, more than 25 million 
trips from around the world 
were made to Tibet, an increa-
se of 10.6 percent over the year 
before, generating 37.9 billion 
yuan (USD5.6 billion) in tourist 
revenue, according to the official 
Xinhua News Agency.

Numbers of visits rose again 
last year to more than 33 million, 

a rise of 31.5 percent, Xinhua 
said.

While Chinese may travel to Ti-
bet at will, foreigners are requi-
red to obtain a special permit in 
addition to their Chinese visas.

While China has at times de-
nied closing Tibet and never of-
fered an explanation for any such 
measures, monitoring groups 
say it’s part of a strategy of con-
cealing the extent of repression 
in the region.

“This most recent development 
is part of the overall policy of the 
Chinese government to restrict 
access to Tibet for independent 
observers in order to maintain 
an iron grip in the region while at 
the same time avoiding any form 
of external scrutiny,” Washin-
gton, D.C.-based International 
Campaign for Tibet said in an 
emailed statement. AP

Tourists pose for souvenir photos in front of the Potala Palace in Lhasa, southwest Tibet

China  
closes Tibet 
to foreigners 
for sensitive 
anniversaries
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CNN iNTERviEw

Facing an aggressive Beijing,
Tsai issues a warning to the world 
Taiwan president Tsai 

Ing-wen has sent out a 
warning to Asia in the 
face of mounting ag-

gression from Beijing.
In an exclusive interview 

with CNN, Tsai said the mili-
tary threat posed by China was 
growing “every day” in line with 
a more assertive foreign policy 
under its President Xi Jinping.

“If it’s Taiwan today, people 
should ask who’s next? Any 
country in the region -- if it no 
longer wants to submit to the 
will of China, they would face si-
milar military threats,” said Tsai.

Unification is a long-term aim 
for China’s ruling Communist 
Party, which considers self-go-
verned democratic Taiwan - an 
island of 23 million people - to 
be a renegade province.

But it was the election of Tsai 
and her historically pro-inde-
pendence Democratic Progres-
sive Party (DPP) in 2016, which 
sent relations between the two 
governments spiraling.

Beijing has placed mounting di-
plomatic and economic pressure 
on Taiwan, conducting live-fire 
drills in nearby seas and flying 
bombers around the island.

“With China becoming increa-
singly strong and ambitious, we 
are faced with growing threats,” 
Tsai said.

“Our challenge is whether our 
independent existence, security, 
prosperity and democracy can 
be maintained. This is the big-
gest issue for Taiwan.”

Taiwan’s unofficial ally the Uni-
ted States has for decades acted 
as the island’s security guaran-
tee against the threat of Chinese 
military action. But when asked 
directly, Tsai wouldn’t be drawn 
on whether she believed US 
President Donald Trump would 
come to her aid.

Instead the Taiwan leader said 
she is focused on strengthening 
Taiwan’s own defense capabili-
ties in the face of an “imbalanced 
war,” as China’s military moder-
nizes.

“We have to be prepared at all 
times,” she said.

GrOwinG ThreaTs
China’s Xi is unlikely to wel-

come a second term for Tsai. 
Since she came to power, the 
Chinese government has increa-
singly tried to exert pressure on 
Taiwan, known officially as the 
Republic of China to unify with 
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na, as the mainland is officially 
known.

In January, Xi Jinping called 
for the “peaceful reunification” of 
China and Taiwan in a landmark 
speech, warning that Taiwan in-
dependence was a “dead end.”

“We make no promise to re-
nounce the use of force,” the Chi-
nese leader said.

Tsai said President Xi’s Ja-
nuary speech had caused con-
cern within Taiwan. She said the 
island refused to become ano-
ther Hong Kong or Macau.

“[The speech] has alarmed us 
that Taiwan’s independent exis-
tence may be changed,” she said.

But Tsai said the threats and 
intimidation out of Beijing are 
counter-productive to Xi’s goals, 
and serve only to push the island 
further away from the Commu-
nist Party and strengthen su-
pport for democracy.

“China may feel such [pressu-
re] would create a sense of fai-
lure for people in Taiwan and 
deal a blow on our morale. But 
every such move has only further 
upset and alienated Taiwanese 
people,” she said.

“China’s behavior has only ba-
ckfired in Taiwan.”

warmer Ties 
wiTh TrumP

In January, Taiwan held mili-
tary drills intended to ready its 
troops in the event of an inva-
sion from the mainland. Photos 

showed dramatic images of he-
licopters and artillery launchers 
conducting live-fire exercises.

Tsai said she was strengthe-
ning Taiwan’s military capabili-
ties in the face of China’s rapid 
modernization. She said Taiwan 
was “on alert 24/7” for the first 
sign of a Chinese strike.

“What we are expecting is, af-
ter withstanding the first wave 
of Chinese attacks ourselves, the 
rest of the world would stand up 
to exert strong pressure on Chi-
na,” she said.

While Tsai did not say it spe-
cifically, it’s likely any pressu-
re exerted on China will come 
from Washington. For years, 
the United States has provided 
a tacit guarantee of protection 
from Beijing.

Under Trump, the relationship 
between Washington and Taipei 
has grown closer with expanded 
weapons sales and greater vocal 
support from US politicians.

In 2018, Trump signed into 
law the Taiwan Travel Act, en-
couraging “visits between offi-
cials of the United States and 
Taiwan at all levels.” Months la-
ter, the US approved the sale of 
submarine parts to Taiwan.

In June, the US opened a new, 
USD255 million de facto embas-
sy on the island, known as the 
American Institute in Taiwan.

“Any president has to take 
multiple factors into conside-
ration when making decisions, 
especially domestic decisions. 
That’s why President Trump 
has been emphasizing ‘America 
First’,” she said.

Trump broke decades of pro-
tocol and took a brief congra-
tulatory call from Tsai upon his 
election in 2016, but the two 
have yet to meet in person.

Taiwan Faces 
DOwn china

Throughout her interview, 
Tsai painted the picture of 
Taiwan as an underdog facing 
down the growing might of Bei-
jing, the first line of defense for 
the liberal, democratic world 
order.

“If a vibrant democracy that 
champions universal values and 
follows international rules were 
destroyed by China, it would be 
a huge setback for global demo-
cracy,” she said.

Set against that backdrop, mi-
litary tensions between Taiwan, 

China and the US have conti-
nued to rise.

On January 2019, Washington 
sent two guided missile des-
troyers, the USS McCampbell 
and USNS Walter S. Diehl, 
through the Taiwan Strait in a 
message of defiance to Beijing.

In February, China’s People’s 
Liberation Army issued a pro-
paganda video juxtaposing ima-
ges of Chinese jets and bombers 
with famous landmarks across 
Taiwan.

In reply, the Taiwan military 
posted dramatic footage of sol-
diers, tanks and explosions, 
followed by a simple message - 
“On standby 24/7.”

Tsai said China wants to be-
come a “global hegemony” and 
if Xi’s attention turns to expan-
sion outside of the country’s 
borders, Taiwan would be “first 
to be hit.”

“I believe this is not just an is-
sue of Taiwan under attack, but 
a reflection of China’s willing-
ness to use force for its expan-
sionist policy,” she said.

“It’s not just Taiwan’s interests 
at stake, it’s the whole region’s 
or even the whole world’s.” 
Courtesy CNN

 
China’s 
behavior 
has only 
backfired in 
Taiwan.

TSAI ING-WEN
TAIWAN PRESIDENT
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Eric Talmadge, Tokyo

WiTh their second sum-
mit fast approaching, 

speculation is growing that 
President Donald Trump may 
try to persuade North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un to commit 
to denuclearization by giving 
him something he wants more 
than almost anything else: an 
announcement of peace and an 
end to the Korean War.

Such an announcement could 
make history. It would be right 
in line with Trump’s opposition 
to “forever wars.” And, coming 
more than six decades after the 
fighting essentially ended, it 
just seems like common sense.

But, if not done carefully, it 
could open up a whole new set 
of problems for Washington.

Here’s why switching the 
focus of the ongoing talks be-
tween Pyongyang and Washin-
gton from denuclearization to 
peace would be a risky move 
— and why it might be exactly 
what Kim wants when the two 
leaders meet in Hanoi on Feb. 
27-28.

The sTanDOFF
The Korean Peninsula was 

divided at the 38th parallel af-
ter World War II, with the U.S. 
claiming a zone of influence in 
the south and the Soviet Union 
in the north. Within five years, 
the two Koreas were at war.

Though the shooting stopped 

in 1953, the conflict ended with 
an armistice, essentially a cea-
sefire signed by North Korea, 
China and the 17-nation, U.S.-
led United Nations Command 
that was supposed to be repla-
ced by a formal peace treaty. 
But both sides instead settled 
ever deeper into Cold War hos-
tilities marked by occasional 
outbreaks of violence.

The conflict in Korea is te-
chnically America’s longest 
war.

North Korea, which saw all 
of its major cities and most of 
its infrastructure destroyed by 
U.S. bombers during the war, 
blames what it sees as Washin-
gton’s unrelenting hostility 
over the past 70 years as am-
ple justification for its nuclear 
weapons and long-range mis-
siles. It claims they are purely 
for self-defense.

The U.S., on the other hand, 
maintains a heavy military 
presence in South Korea to 
counter what it claims is the 
North’s intention to invade 
and assimilate the South. It 
has also implemented a long- 
standing policy of ostracizing 
the North and backing econo-
mic sanctions.

Trump escalated the effort to 
squeeze the North with a “ma-
ximum pressure” strategy that 
remains in force.

A combination of that strategy 
and the North’s repeated tests 
of missiles believed capable of 

delivering its nuclear weapons 
to the U.S. mainland are what 
brought the two countries to 
the negotiating table.

whY kim wanTs a 
TreaTY

Getting a formal peace treaty 
has been high on the wish list 
of every North Korean leader, 
starting with Kim Jong Un’s 
grandfather, Kim Il Sung.

A peace treaty would bring 
international recognition, pro-
bably at least some easing of 
trade sanctions, and a likely re-
duction in the number of U.S. 
troops south of the Demilitari-
zed Zone.

If done right, it would be a 
huge boost to Kim’s reputation 
at home and abroad. And, of 
course, to the cause of peace 
on the Korean Peninsula at a 
time when Pyongyang says it is 
trying to shift scarce resources 
away from defence so that it 
can boost its standard of living 
and modernize its economy 
with a greater emphasis on 
science and technology.

Washington has a lot to gain, 
too.

Trump has said he would 
welcome a North Korea that 
is more focused on trade and 
economic growth. Stability on 
the peninsula is good for South 
Korea’s economy and probably 
to Japan’s as well.

Though Trump hasn’t stres-
sed human rights, eased ten-

sions could create the space 
needed for the North to loosen 
its controls over political and 
individual freedoms.

But it’s naive to expect North 
Korea to suddenly change its 
ways.

According to a recent esti-
mate, it has over the past year 
continued to expand its nu-
clear stockpile. And even as it 
has stepped up its diplomatic 
overtures to the outside world, 
Pyongyang has doubled down 
internally on demanding loyal-
ty to its totalitarian system.

Peace Or 
aPPeasemenT?

After his first summit with 
Kim, in Singapore last June, 
Trump declared the nuclear 
threat was over.

He isn’t saying that anymore.
Trump made no mention of 

the word “denuclearization” 
during his State of the Union 
address. Instead, he called his 
effort a “historic push for peace 
on the Korean Peninsula” and 
stressed that Kim hasn’t con-
ducted any nuclear or missile 
tests, released Americans who 
had been jailed in the North 
and returned the remains of 
dozens of Americans killed in 
the war.

Kim, meanwhile, has good 
reason to want to turn his sum-
mits with Trump into “peace 
talks.”

The biggest win for the North 

would be to get a peace declara-
tion while quietly abandoning 
denuclearization altogether, or 
by agreeing to production caps 
or other measures that would 
limit, but not eliminate, its nu-
clear arsenal. Simply having a 
summit without a clear com-
mitment to denuclearization 
goes a long way toward estab-
lishing him as the leader of a 
de facto nuclear state.

Unless Washington is willing 
to accept him as such, that will 
only make future talks all the 
more difficult.

The U.S. has, however, con-
tinued to take a hard line in 
lower-level negotiations lea-
ding up to the summit.

Stephen Biegun, Trump’s 
new point man on North Ko-
rea, stressed in a recent speech 
that as a prerequisite for pea-
ce, Washington wants a “com-
plete understanding of the full 
extent of the North Korean 
weapons of mass destruction 
missile programs,” expert ac-
cess and monitoring of key si-
tes and, ultimately, “the remo-
val and destruction of stockpi-
les of fissile material, weapons, 
missiles, launchers, and other 
weapons of mass destruction.”

The question is whether 
Trump will similarly challenge 
Kim or choose an easier and 
splashier — but less substanti-
ve — declaration of peace.

TaLk Vs TreaTY
If he chose to do so, Trump 

could unilaterally announce 
the end of the Korean War.

It would be great TV. But it 
wouldn’t necessarily mean all 
that much.

Trump can’t by himself con-
clude an actual peace treaty. 
China, and possibly a represen-
tative of the U.N. Command, 
would have to be involved. 
South Korea would naturally 
want to be at the table. The 
U.S. Senate would have to rati-
fy whatever they came up with.

Back in 1993, the administra-
tion of President Bill Clinton 
reached a familiar-sounding 
agreement with Pyongyang “to 
achieve peace and security on 
a nuclear-free Korean Penin-
sula.”

The next year the two sides 
vowed to reduce barriers to 
trade and investment, open 
a liaison office in the other’s 
capital and make progress 
toward upgrading bilateral 
relations to the ambassado-
rial level. In 2000, Clinton 
and Kim’s father, Kim Jong Il, 
added a promise “of respect 
for each other’s sovereignty 
and non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs.”

But by 2002, George W. Bush 
was back to calling the Nor-
th part of an “axis of evil.” In 
2006, North Korea tested its 
first nuclear device.

The lesson? Whatever grand 
proclamations are made, esta-
blishing real peace will go well 
beyond just another Trump 
and Kim summit.

But it could be a start. AP

ENDiNg THE waR

Possible peace declaration looms 
large over Kim-Trump summit

Donald Trump meets with Kim Jong Un on Sentosa Island in Singapore back in June
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alert after African 
swine fever was dis-
covered in its nor-

thern provinces.
More than 200 pigs have been 

slaughtered after household 
farms in Hung Yen and Thai 
Binh provinces were suspected 
to be contaminated, the Depart-
ment of Animal Health said. 

The strange thing is the af-
fected areas are far from China 
- where the disease is ravaging 
its pork industry - raising ques-
tions of how the disease spread 
to the remote farms.

Tourists, often perpetrators in 
the spread of the disease across 
borders by carrying contami-
nated products, are one sus-
pect, according to a posting on 
the department’s website We-
dnesday. The illegal transport, 
sale and consumption of smu-
ggled pigs and pork products 
in Vietnam’s northern border 
provinces, which increased at 
the year-end and before the 
Lunar New Year, were cited by 
the department as another pos-
sible cause.

One other, perhaps more 

worrying, suggestion from the 
Vietnamese authorities is that 
migrant birds, which may have 
been in contact with dead in-
fected hogs, carried the disease 
across its borders.

African Swine Fever is a har-
dy virus that can survive and 
remain infective for a long pe-
riod of time in environment 
and pork products, said Pawin 
Padungtod, senior technical 
coordinator at the United Na-
tions’ Food and Agriculture 
Organization’s Emergency Cen-
ter for Transboundary Animal 
Diseases. “Experience in China 
suggest that the virus is mostly 
spread by transport vehicles 
and humans,” Hanoi-based 
Pawin said.

After the deadly virus was first 
detected in China in August, 
authorities across Asia have 
hunkered down to stem the 
spread, with border controls 
tightened, transport of pigs 
banned, and travelers caught 
carrying pork products slapped 
with fines. While farm gates 
and barriers may go some way 
to stop contamination via wild 
boars, the possibility that birds 

are spreading the disease takes 
the threat to the region’s pork 
industry to a whole new level.

One culprit for the transmis-
sion could be insects. Soft ticks, 
a known vector of African swine 
fever, are promiscuous in their 
host preferences and have oc-
casionally been recovered from 
birds, according to a review of 
the virus in the Frontiers in 
Veterinary Science. This com-
plicates the control and eradi-
cation of the disease, the report 
said.

Authorities in Vietnam’s Thai 
Binh and Hung Yen provin-
ces have sterilized contamina-
ted farms and high-risk areas, 
and are closely controlling the 
transport of pigs, pork produc-
ts, the slaughter of pigs and 
consumption of pork products 
in affected areas, according to 
the department’s emailed state-
ment. No new cases have been 
found in the two provinces sin-
ce suspicions were first repor-
ted on Feb. 1, the department 
said.

While Vietnam’s hog figures 
pale in comparison to China, 
which is still the world’s largest 

pork producer with typical con-
sumption of 700 million pigs a 
year, it’s still a sizable market. 
The smaller Asian neighbor 
ranks sixth globally for pork 
production, which last year 
rose 2.2 percent to 3.8 million 
tons, and had 27.4 million hogs 
in 2017, the general statistics 
office said.

In China, African swine fever 
has led to the deaths of almost 
1 million pigs, with authorities 

struggling to control its spread 
across the country. Outside 
of China, Mongolia reported 
its first outbreak last month. 
The virus, which typically kills 
pigs within a few days but isn’t 
known to harm humans, was 
discovered in Russia in 2007, 
where nations have managed 
the disease through the grow-
th of highly industrialized far-
ms with stringent bio-security 
measures.  Bloomberg

viETNaM

Deadly pig virus in remote farms
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LaUNDERiNg sCaNDaL

Swedbank may have handled over 
USD4.3 billion in dirty money

Putin: Russia will target US if it puts missiles in Europe
Henry Meyer and Irina Reznik

PresiDenT Vladimir 
Putin signaled Russia 

will aim new weapons at 
the U.S. if it stations missi-
les in Europe after quitting 
a landmark Cold-War-era 
treaty, amid growing fears 
of a new arms race.

Still, the tone of Putin’s 
annual state-of-the-nation 
speech was less bellige-
rent than a year ago, when 
he showed computer-gra-
phics demonstrations of a 
series of new missiles and 
other high-tech weapons 
that appeared to target 
the U.S. With its only gra-
phic displays focused on 
economics, this year’s ad-
dress was devoted prima-
rily to pledges to improve 
living standards and boost 

welfare benefits.
Russia doesn’t plan to de-

ploy missiles banned by the 
1987 Intermediate-range 
Nuclear Forces treaty that 
the U.S. has said it plans to 
abandon, Putin said. But if 
the U.S. does, “Russia will 
be forced to produce and 
deploy weapons that can 
be used not only against 
the territories from which 
we face this direct threat 
but also those where the 
decision is made to use 
these missiles,” he said, 
eliciting applause from the 
hundreds of officials ga-
thered in the hall near the 
Kremlin.

The U.S. and its allies are 
laying the groundwork to 
deploy new intermedia-
te-range missiles in Euro-
pe for the first time since 

they were banned by the 
treaty. With a second pact 
covering nuclear weapons 
likely to expire in two 
years, the risks of confron-
tation are growing.

Putin blasted the U.S. 
for ignoring Russia’s in-
terests, saying officials in 
Washington should “count 
the range and speed of our 
future weapons systems.”

He said many of the wea-
pons he displayed last year 
will soon be deployed, in-
cluding a hypersonic glider 
that could carry nuclear 
weapons and evade U.S. 
missile defenses, a laser 
cannon and an underwater 
drone called Poseidon.

His warnings came at the 
end of a speech that focu-
sed mainly on a pledge to 
deliver improvements in 

living standards in 2019, 
after years of stagnant or 
falling real incomes that 
have sharply dented his 
popularity.

“Already this year people 
should feel changes for the 
better,” Putin said. “We 
can’t repeat the mistakes 
of the past decades and 
wait for the achievement 
of Communism,” he said, 
referring to Soviet promi-
ses of an ideal society that 
never materialized in 70 
years of one-party rule.

The Russian leader, who 
won a new six-year term in 
2018, has been feeling the 
heat domestically, with 
popular dissatisfaction at 
the erosion in living stan-
dards heightened by de-
cisions to raise the retire-
ment age and increase the 

value-added tax.
Patriotic fervor that 

bolstered Putin after the 
annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea peninsula in 2014 
has dissipated. His elec-
toral rating is now at the 
lowest level in six years ac-

cording to the Public Opi-
nion Foundation pollster, 
while public trust in him 
as a leader is at the worst 
in more than a decade, 
according to the state-run 
VTsIOM research organi-
zation. Bloomberg

Niklas Magnusson, Hanna Hoikkala 
& Frances Schwartzkopff

The biggest bank operating 
in the Baltics, Swedbank AB 

of Sweden, has now been drawn 
into the region’s deepening mo-
ney-laundering scandal.

Swedbank spokesman Gabriel 
Francke Rodau acknowledged 
that the lender has identified 
suspicious transactions, which 
he says have been reported to 
the police.

The comments followed a re-
port by Swedish broadcaster 
SVT, alleging that some 50 cus-

tomers at Swedbank, who all 
displayed “clear warning signals 
regarding suspected money lau-
ndering,” transferred about 40 
billion kronor (USD4.3 billion) 
between Swedbank and Danske 
Bank A/S from 2007 to 2015. 
Rodau said Swedbank “doesn’t 
recognize” those numbers.

Bill Browder, the Hermitage 
Capital Management co-foun-
der who has made it his profes-
sion to chase money launderers, 
warned that the amounts cited 
in Swedish media are likely to 
be “just the beginning.” He said 
he has his own evidence linking 

Swedbank to the Danske case 
and that he had been planning 
to bring a criminal complaint 
against the Swedish lender.

Swedbank’s shares fell about 10 
percent in Stockholm on Wed-
nesday, putting it at the very bo-
ttom of the Bloomberg index of 
European financial stocks. SEB 
AB, the second-biggest bank in 
the Baltics, fell almost 3 percent 
in trading in the Swedish capital.

“If the information is correct, 
there are two alternatives: they 
have known about it but let it 
continue or they haven’t che-
cked and the transactions ha-

ven’t triggered any alarm,” said 
Joakim Bornold, a savings ad-
viser at Soderberg & Partners in 
Stockholm. “I don’t know what’s 
worst.”

Alecta, which is one of Swe-
dbank’s biggest investors with 
about 5 percent of the shares, 
has been in touch with the len-
der to discuss the allegations, 
according to Ramsay Brufer, 
head of ownership at the occu-
pational-pensions provider.

“Money laundering is one of 
the biggest challenges for the 
banking sector today,” Brufer 
said in an emailed response to 

questions. “It is a crime that we 
take very seriously.”

Swedbank’s share-price de-
cline yesterday shaved about 
USD2.3 billion off its market 
value, representing its worst day 
since August 2011. SVT said that 
the 40 billion kronor in suspi-
cious transactions translates 
into almost USD6 billion, when 
using an average dollar-krona 
exchange rate for the nine-year 
period during which the illicit 
transfers are alleged to have 
taken place.

‘DeniaLs wiLL Be 
OVerLOOkeD’

The SVT report shows that 
“the biggest lender to the Baltic 
region can’t fully shake off links 
to Danske’s probe,” Bloomberg 
Intelligence analysts Philip Ri-
chards and Georgi Gunchev 
wrote yesterday. “While alleged 
amounts are swamped by those 
of its Danish rival, the bank’s 
denials will remain overlooked 
until the full facts are known, in 
our view.”

The development comes as a 
USD230 billion scandal engul-
fing Danske continues to spread, 
with the financial regulators in 
Denmark and Estonia now un-
der formal investigation by the 
European Banking Authority. 
Sweden’s financial regulator de-
clined to immediately comment 
on the SVT report.

Before yesterday, Swedbank 
had vehemently denied any 
involvement in the case, with 
Chief Executive Officer Birgitte 
Bonnesen repeatedly going on 
the record to say management 
had looked and found no links 
to the Danske laundering scan-
dal.

“Swedbank must take this very 
seriously,” Bornold said. “The 
big mistake Danske did was that 
they were too nonchalant and it 
cost them huge values and even 
the Estonian permission yester-
day.” Bloomberg
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Cara Anna, Kano

A s emergencies go, it 
has a catchy tune. Fa-
ced with a Nigerian 
election that could 

spiral into violence, some in the 
popular film industry known as 
Kannywood gathered this week 
to shoot an urgent music video 
appealing for peace.

On an impromptu set outside 
the northern city of Kano, young 
women bickered between takes 
but at “Rolling!” smiled and swi-
veled in unison as male dancers 
sashayed by. While a drone ca-
mera buzzed overhead, a singer 
gestured and lip-synced a plea 
for Africa’s largest democracy to 
keep its cool.

“We are killing our children be-
cause of political violence,” the 
song said in the local Hausa lan-
guage. “Go and cast your vote. 
Nigeria is a united country.”

Within hours, the video was 
edited and blasted across social 
media for Nigeria’s 190 million 
people and a vast diaspora that 
enjoys products from the home-
grown film industry Nollywood 
— considered the world’s third- 
largest behind Hollywood and 
Bollywood — and Kannywood, 
its northern wing, named for its 
location in Kano.

The video also will appear in 
DVD markets dedicated to Hau-
sa-language films, where despite 

a conservative Muslim culture 
the industry explores sensitive 
issues such as child marriage via 
family dramas, sometimes with 
a dash of song-and-dance.

Deploying film stars to call for 
calm follows weeks of TV ads 
and T-shirts urging Nigerians in 
widely spoken pidgin English to 
“Vote Not Fight: Election no be 
war.” The last-minute delay of 
the vote until Saturday, however, 
has sharpened some tempers.

“This song is a message to all 
the people, all women, men, 
our young,” 25-year-old actress 
Fatima Issah told The Associa-
ted Press, a gold tooth flashing 
through her smile.

She explained how the song 
addresses the jobless young men 
who are recruited at election 
time to cause trouble. “They will 
go out and fight, and fight, and 
fight, and fight because of small 
money,” she said.

Election violence in Nigeria 
can be devastating, with more 
than 800 people killed in 2011. 

While the 2015 election was one 
of the country’s most peaceful, 
tensions are rising again.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
appears to be in a close race with 
Atiku Abubakar, a billionaire 
former vice president. Both si-
des accuse each other of chea-
ting. Electoral offices have been 
burned. The president this week 
threatened death to anyone who 

rigs the vote.
Meanwhile, the country’s fault 

lines groan. Violence by Islamic 
extremists in the northeast and 
between farmers and Hausa- 
speaking Fulani herders in the 
central region has flared, with 
dozens killed last week alone.

While some Kannywood 
players are recruited by poli-
ticians to make praise-filled 

campaign videos for millions of 
naira apiece, the director of this 
week’s appeal, Abdulaziz Us-
man, said he volunteered this 
time.

He was happy with how the 
performance turned out, he 
said, after barking at wayward 
crew members in Hausa with 
the occasional English phrase: 
“Sound!” or “Oh my God.”

Operating the drone camera, 
a new addition to Kannywood 
culture, was the chairman of the 
film association in Kano, Nige-
ria’s second-largest city and the 
heart of the Hausa-language 
scene.

Jamilu Dakan Daka said the 
industry benefits thousands of 
local people, easing its acceptan-
ce in the face of shariah law that 
has threatened Kannywood’s 
existence over the years.

The industry’s artists are in de-
mand around elections to help 
appeal to the masses during the 
turbulent season marked by vote- 
buying and thuggery.  AP

NigERia

Film stars deploy to plead 
for election peace

Performers record a music video calling for a peaceful election, at a golf resort 
outside of Kano, northern Nigeria
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TV canal macau
13:00 
13:30 
15:00 
16:00 
16:20 
17:00 
18:00 
18:30 
19:00 
19:35 
20:30 
21:15 
21:50 
21:55 
22:40 
23:15 
23:50 
00:10 

00:40 
01:25 
01:55 
04:00 
06:00 

TDM News (Repetição) 
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 
Mistura Fina 
Zig Zag 
Os Compadres 
Quem Quer Ser Milionário 
Moda Portugal Sr.2 
Inovar é Fazer 
Montra do Lilau (Repetição) 
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2 
Telejornal 
TDM Talk Show 
Livros com João Guedes 
Justiça de Chicago Sr.1 
Todas as Palavras 
TDM News 
Resumo Liga dos Campeões 2018/2019 
Macau, Quatro Séculos de Aventura - Um Herói de 
Fim de Império 
Telejornal (Repetição) 
Linha da Frente 
Liga Europa: Vilarreal - Sporting (Directo) 
Liga Europa: Benfica - Galatasaray (Directo) 
RTPi Directo 

what’s ON ...

Micro View – a collectiVe exhibition of 
Paintings
tiMe: 12pm-7pm (closed on Wednesdays)
Until: March 2, 2019 
VenUe: At Light, Pátio do Padre Narciso nº 1, R/C  
adMission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 6595 7203

the shanghai school of Painting – 
collections of the Palace MUseUM 
tiMe: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm; 
closed on Mondays)
Until: March 10, 2019 
VenUe: Macau Musem of Art  
adMission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

no where there – works by tang Jing
tiMe: 11am-1pm & 2pm-6pm (closed on Sundays)
Until: March 16, 2019 
VenUe: 1844 Macau Photography Art Space  
adMission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 6311 1390 

3rd MacaU PrintMaking triennial
tiMe: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Monday)
VenUe:  Macau Contemporary Art Center - Navy 
Yard No.1
                Exhibitions Gallery and Nostalgic House 
of the Taipa Houses
Until: March 16, 2019 
VenUe: 1844 Macau Photography Art Space  
adMission: Free  

this day in history

At a barbershop tucked away in a small Hanoi alley, Le 
Phuc Hai patiently waits for his hair dye to bleach his na-
tural black into the color of the president of the United 
States.

On a chair next to him, 9-year-old To Gia Huy emerges as 
a spitting image of a miniature Kim Jong Un.

“Many people say that I look like Kim Jong Un, especially 
when I have this hairstyle,” said Huy, who was nicknamed 
“Un” for his likeness to the North Korean leader.

He was unable to hide his excitement that Kim is coming 
to the Vietnamese capital next week for his second summit 
with President Donald Trump, and hopes for a chance to 
see him in person.

As the summit frenzy shakes Hanoi, hairdresser Le Tuan 
Duong has joined in, offering free Trump or Kim hairstyles 
to about a dozen customers.

“Hanoi is a city of peace. When Donald Trump and Kim 
Jong Un decide to come here to talk about restoring pea-
ce, I think I should do something to show that Hanoi peo-
ple welcome the summit,” Duong said.

He said Kim’s hairstyle shows youth while Trump’s dis-
plays power.

“But Kim’s style is a lot more popular among customers,” 
he said.

Hai, a motorcycle taxi driver, went for Trump’s orange 
because he confessed, “I really like Donald Trump so I 
want to have [his] hairstyle.”

 Offbeat
trump or kim? hanoi barber 
offers leaders’ hairdos for free

The American President Richard Nixon has arrived in 
China at the start of a week-long summit aimed at ending 
20 years of frosty relations between the two countries.

His visit began with an unexpected audience with Chair-
man Mao Zedong at the leader’s home. Few details have 
been released, but officials said the one-hour meeting 
involved a “serious and frank discussion”.

After a modest reception at Peking airport, the presi-
dent was formally welcomed at a lavish banquet held in 
the Great Hall of the People and hosted by Prime Minister 
Chou En-lai.

Mr Chou described Mr Nixon’s long journey to China 
as a “positive move” responding to the wishes of the 
peoples of both countries.

He hinted at the years of tension between China and 
the United States - largely due to American support for 
nationalists in Taiwan - and credited both governments 
for “common efforts” to open the gate to better contacts 
at last.

The president responded positively. “There is no reason 
for us to be enemies,” he said. “Neither of us seeks the 
territory of the other; neither of us seeks domination over 
the other; neither of us seeks to stretch out our hands 
and rule the world.”

Using one of Mao’s own quotations, Mr Nixon said it 
was time to seize the day and seize the hour “for our two 
peoples to rise to the heights of greatness which can 
build a new and better world”.

There followed an elaborate round of toasts, in which 
the 800 guests at the banquet wandered from table to 
table clinking thimble-sized glasses containing Chinese 
firewater.

Commentators said the elaborate banquet was in 
marked contrast to the coolness of the president’s re-
ception at the airport.

This historic visit was engineered by the president’s 
national security adviser, Dr Henry Kissinger, during two 
visits to China last year. It is part of a policy of rappro-
chement aimed at restoring diplomatic relations between 
the two sides.

 
courtesy BBc news

1972 nixon makes historic visit to 
          china

in context
The BBC carried extended news bulletins of President Nixon’s 
ground-breaking visit to China - which included a walk along the 
Great Wall.
The Chinese people eagerly followed news of the visit and newspa-
pers rapidly sold out.
The main diplomatic achievement of the visit was the Shanghai joint 
communiqué which declared Taiwan to be part of China.
Formal diplomatic relations were restored between the US and 
China in 1979 following a second communiqué which suggested a 
further weakening of US ties with Taiwan.
However, in the years since, Taiwan has remained a sticking point 
in relations. Different US administrations have chosen to maintain 
links with Taiwan by selling arms. President Bill Clinton attempted 
to persuade China to improve its human rights record by offering 
better trading conditions.
In February 2002, President George Bush visited China to mark the 
30th anniversary of Nixon’s historic trip. The two countries continue 
to disagree over Taiwan.

ap
 p

h
ot

o

cinema
cineteatro
21,22, 24 - 27 feb

mobile sUit gUndam nt (narratiVe)
room 1
2:30, 7:30 pm
director: toshikazu yoshizawa
starring: Junya enoki, tomo muranaka
language:Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 88min

fate/stay night: heaVen’s feel ii
lost bUtterfly
room 1
4:30, 9:30pm
director: tomonori sudô
starring: yu asakawa, mai Kadowaki, hiroshi Kamiya 
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 117min

dUmPlin’
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:30 pm
director: anne fletcher
starring: danielle macdonald, Jennifer aniston,  
odeya rush
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 110min

alita: battle angel
room 2
9:30pm
room 3
4:45pm
director: robert rodriguez
starring: Christopher waltz, mahershala ali
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 122min

KUrsK
room 3
2:30, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: thomas Vinterberg
starring: léa seydoux, Colin firth, michael nyqvist
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 117min

Le Phuc Hai, 66, (left) and To Gia Huy, 9, have Trump and Kim 
haircuts in Hanoi this week
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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omaCross: 1- He-Man’s twin sister; 6- Claims; 10- Crowd noise; 14- Troy beauty; 

15- Nabisco treat; 16- “Carmen” highlight; 17- Let me repeat...; 18- Info; 19- Ruin; 
20- Abuse; 22- Arrested; 24- Electric fish; 25- Counselor; 26- TV chef Lagasse; 
29- Too; 30- Prolonged unconsciousness; 31- Processed oxide of uranium; 37- 
Singer Bonnie; 39- Extra-wide shoe size; 40- Gannet; 41- Unqualified; 44- Refer 
to; 45- ...baked in ___; 46- Request; 48- Regret; 52- Novelist Ferber; 53- Two-time 
U.S. Open champ; 54- Burnish; 58- Londoner, e.g.; 59- Gyro meat; 61- ___ Janeiro; 
62- Nota ___; 63- Type of arch; 64- Garr and Hatcher; 65- Anatomical passage; 
66- Requirement; 67- Blind parts;
 
down: 1- Leveling wedge; 2- For ___ Jolly Good Fellow; 3- Mideast carrier; 4- 
Repeat; 5- Peace Nobelist Sakharov; 6- Fountain treats; 7- I smell ___!; 8- So far; 
9- Dirty rat; 10- Hub-to-rim lines; 11- Ph.D. hurdles; 12- Anouk of “La Dolce Vita”; 
13- Abbreviated time off; 21- ___ May 
Clampett of “The Beverly Hillbillies”; 23- 
States; 25- Tree-lined walk; 26- Hose hue; 
27- Grumble; 28- Islamic chieftain; 29- 
Advil rival; 32- Strange and mysterious; 
33- Crested Australian parrot; 34- First 
Arabic letter; 35- The Green Hornet’s 
sidekick; 36- Steven Chu’s cabinet dept.; 
38- Autocratic Russian rulers; 42- Fifth 
letter of the Greek alphabet; 43- Pedestal 
part; 47- Grunts; 48- Temple leader; 
49- “Snowy” bird; 50- Lobster state; 
51- Blender maker; 52- Surround snugly; 
54- Hook’s mate; 55- Circle dance; 56- 
Revise; 57- Capone’s nemesis; 60- Tree-
ring indication;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

wEATHER

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
There’s an air of impatience today, 
and for once it’s not coming from 
you. You’re usually the one who is 
pushing for things to go further 
faster, but right now that’s not a 
high priority for you.

April 20-May 20
Even though your time is completely 
your own right now, there is no time 
to waste. Just because you don’t feel 
pressure from outside forces does 
not mean that the speed at which 
you travel effects only you.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If your schedule is packed, get 
ready for some last minute 
cancellations or rescheduling. You 
might want to have backup plans 
so you can make use of the extra 
time fully.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Feel free to push your agenda 
today without any hesitation—the 
people you’re dealing with are 
ready for a fresh voice, and you 
might be the perfect person to give 
it to them.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your hot new idea is burning 
up among your most forward-
thinking friends—people like the 
direction you’re taking things 
and they want to go along for the 
ride!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
It might feel like you are walking 
against the wind today. If this 
happens, consider simply reversing 
your direction. Go with the flow and 
use your flexibility to smooth down 
any bumpy roads on your journey.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
When asked your opinion today, do 
not be intimidated by the person 
who is doing the asking. Share your 
feelings—you might want to candy 
coat a few things, but you should 
not dilute your true perspective.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Get ready to put on a command 
performance today—you may not 
want to go public with your latest 
news, but it seems like no one can 
wait for the inside scoop. Divulge 
only as much as you want.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Focus your thoughts on assessing 
your recent decisions—and their 
consequences. If making some 
quiet time is not going to happen 
today, try to make some room for 
it soon.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
 Time is running out and you need 
to act quickly to get the best perks 
or amenities. You’re the person 
who’s in the middle of everything, 
and this enviable position is giving 
you a lot of power.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today is all about making 
connections. If you are currently 
in a romantic relationship, you 
need to set aside some time to 
be alone together and get back in 
sync.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Do you truly realize where you are, 
what you’re doing and what you’re 
about? These are all heavy questions 
that may be difficult to answer, but 
they’re much easier to answer when 
you’re not flying through your life.

  Aquarius Pisces
 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

min max Condition

China

world

-1
0
2
7
-4

sleet
overcast/drizzle

drizzle
drizzle/cloudy

flurry/moderate rain

-4
-9
0

-14
1
-4
7
10
6
3
6
2
5
18
17
21

11
5
12
-6
5
15
13
15
20
7
9
5
7
20
24
25

1
9
11
14
8

clear
clear
clear
clear

clear/drizzle
clear/cloudy

cloudy/overcast
drizzle/cloudy

clear
overcast/drizzle

drizzle
cloudy/drizzle

drizzle/rain
drizzle

drizzle/rain
cloudy
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Tyler “Ninja” Blevins 

EsPoRTs

Royale rumble: ‘Apex Legends’ 
smashing ‘Fortnite’ records

fooTBaLL

Liverpool, Bayern draw 0-0 in 
Champions League first leg

BaYern Munich still 
can’t find a way to sco-

re, let alone win at Liver-
pool.

In their fourth visit 
to Anfield, the German 
champions drew 0-0 in 
the Champions League 
yesterday [Macau time] 
to go a fourth game at the 
stadium without finding 
the net.

“It’s not a dream result 
but it’s a good one and 
we can work with that,” 
Liverpool manager Juer-
gen Klopp said. “It’s not 
a game we will remember 
in 20 years but it’s a result 
we have.”

On a quiet night in the 
competition, the other 
game between Lyon and 
Barcelona was also score-
less.

By denying Bayern an 
away goal, Liverpool has 
a slight edge heading into 

the second leg of the round 
of 16 knowing it would ad-
vance with a scoring draw.

In a meeting of teams who 
have each lifted the Euro-
pean Cup five times and 

are second in their domes-
tic leagues, there was little 
quality in front of goal.

“We needed to take 
pressure off their front 
three,” Bayern winger 
Serge Gnabry said. “We 
know they are a counte-
rattacking team [...] to 
keep the ball in midfield 
to not let them break 
through was important.”

Liverpool, with Vir-
gil Van Dijk suspended 
and Dejan Lovren and 
Joe Gomez both injured, 
started with its fourth-
choice center back in Joel 
Matip and midfielder Fa-
binho playing alongside 
him.

Liverpool had a scare in 
the 13th minute when Joe 

Matip unwittingly diver-
ted Serge Gnabry’s cross 
goalward from close-ran-
ge and the ball bounced 
off goalkeeper Alisson 
Becker to safety. Bayern 
winger Kingsley Coman 
then sent a shot into the 
side-netting three minu-
tes later.

Liverpool squandered 
chances when Mohamed 
Salah headed wide from 
Trent Alexander-Arnold’s 
delivery and Sadio Mane 
shot wide on the turn.

Mane also miscued an 
attempted overhead kick 
in front of the Bayern 
goal and Matip sent the 
ball wide from Roberto 
Firmino’s cutback before 
halftime.

“We had enough chances,” 
Liverpool midfielder Jor-
dan Henderson said. “I feel, 
especially in the first half, to 
score one or two.” AP

FOr the first time since 
its meteoric rise, “Fort-
nite” is no longer a no-
doubt victory royale 

atop the video game industry.
“Apex Legends” — a battle 

royale from Electronic Arts — 
has charged into the market and 
smashed “Fortnite” records for 
downloads and viewership sin-
ce its release three weeks ago. 
Tyler “Ninja” Blevins and other 
streaming stars have powered 
that surge, as has the emergence 
of an 18-year-old “Apex” supers-
tar. Esports teams are already 
scrambling to sign talented 
players and invest long-term, 
while others are raising concer-
ns about overcommitting to the 
suddenly volatile battle royale 
genre.

Developed by Respawn Enter-
tainment and published by EA, 
“Apex” has shaken the indus-
try by building on many of its 
shining successes. It has pulled 
popular elements from other 
battle royales — a type of video 
game where players are dropped 
into a map and fight in a las-
t-man-standing format against 
up to 100 other gamers — while 
making a few key changes.

Like “Fortnite” and 
“PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrou-
nds,” ‘’Apex” is free to download 
and play, making its money by 
selling outfits and other upgra-
des for use in the game. Among 
its key differences: “Apex” 
players compete exclusively in 
teams of three and can choose 
characters with varying abilities, 
features essential to team-based 
esports like “League of Legends” 

and “Overwatch.”
The game also went hard after 

the existing battle royale audien-
ce. EA recruited Blevins, Richard 
“KingRichard” Nelson and other 
famous gamers, asking them to 
put down “Fortnite” and stream 
“Apex” following its release 
Feb. 4. Blevins alone has over 
13 million subscribers on Twi-
tch, immediately giving “Apex” 
a massive audience. It’s unclear 
if EA paid those influencers to 
play the game, and EA did not 
respond to repeated requests for 
comment.

“Apex” had 25 million down-

loads in its first week, crushing 
the “Fortnite” mark of 10 million 
over its first two weeks after lau-
nching in 2017.

“I think ‘Apex’ has caught 
everybody by storm,” said Andy 
Miller, CEO of NRG Esports, 
which rosters teams across va-
rious video game titles. “They 
did a phenomenal job of getting 
the influencers to play it first, 
feeding the market on Twitch 
and then watching everybody 
starting to play the game, and 
the game is good.”

Six days after the game laun-
ched, NRG announced it was re-

cruiting “Apex” players, making 
it the first esports organiza-
tion to seek a pro specifically 
for that title. General manager 
Jaime Cohenca led the search, 
combing through applications 
and Twitch streams. With the 
game being so new, Cohenca 
wasn’t entirely sure what he was 
looking for other than an “ex-
ceptional talent.”

He “knew immediately” when 
he came across Dizzy.

Coby “Dizzy” Meadows is an 
18-year-old from Florida, and 
he is believed to be the best 
“Apex” player in the world. NRG 

signed him Feb. 12, and later 
that day, Meadows made major 
waves in the esports community 
by killing 33 of his 59 opponents 
in one match — a viral moment 
that generated nearly 500,000 
views on YouTube alone. The 
next day, Meadows teamed 
up with Blevins and Nelson, 
also an NRG player, to win the 
USD200,000 Twitch Rivals 
Apex Legends tournament 
against a lineup of streaming 
megastars.

Behind big draws for Dizzy, 
Ninja and KingRichard, “Apex” 
smashed another “Fortnite” re-
cord that day: 8.28 million hou-
rs of “Apex” were streamed on 
Twitch, topping the “Fortnite” 
mark of 6.6 million from July 
20, per The Esports Observer.

Meadows has played regularly 
with Blevins and Nelson since. 
They won another tournament 
together later that week, and 
in the finals, Meadows had as 
many kills on his own as the en-
tire opposing team.

“We knew this was a kid we 
had to take a flyer on,” Cohenca 
said. “Dizzy was a rock star.”

The question now: What co-
mes next for “Apex,” ‘’Fortnite,” 
and the stars and companies 
building up around their po-
pularity? No doubt, NRG’s fast 
move on Meadows has paid off, 
and other top esports organiza-
tions have since begun recrui-
ting their own “Apex” pros. But 
it’s still not clear what kind of 
scene they’re staffing up for.

Epic Games, the developer 
behind “Fortnite,” hasn’t prio-
ritized that game’s competiti-
ve sphere in the same way that 
companies behind “League of 
Legends” or “Overwatch” have. 
Top “Fortnite” players like Ble-
vins aren’t necessarily stars 
because they win every tourna-
ment. Ninja is a skilled gamer, 
for sure, but what has separated 
him is that he’s entertaining, a 
talent that pairs well with a goo-
fier game like “Fortnite.” AP
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Government to follow up 
on identical loGo 

The Government Information Bureau (GCS) 
said that it received an email on Monday in-
forming the bureau that a state university in 
Turkey had adopted a similar logo to the SAR’s 
emblem. 

A spokesperson from the bureau told the Ti-
mes that the office had forwarded the email to 
the relevant department for follow up.

“An email was sent by a foreigner to GCS this 

Monday, saying [that] Macau’s
official logo was stolen by a state university in 
Republic of Turkey,” the spokesperson said.

“GCS has sent this email to the Protocol, Public 
Relations and External Affairs Office for their 
follow up and consideration,” the bureau added. 

The Kirklareli University has been using a logo 
almost identical to the Macau emblem for more 
than a decade.
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Post-holiday fitness regime 
While the new year is generally the time we 

make, or try to make, life-changing resolutions, the 
celebration of Chinese New Year usually results in 
weight-loss resolutions. 

After a long relaxing break, especially one with 
lots of sweet and carbohydrate-filled festive foods 
like the Chinese New Year, it is normal to put on 
some holiday weight. However, it is not merely 
what we eat during the Chinese New Year cele-
bration that results in the need for a post-holiday 
workout. Many a time, it is the reality check we are 
brought face-to-face with when gathering amongst 
relatives and acquaintances with whom we meet 
once a year, or every other year, that pushes us 
down that road (of fitness). 

Whenever we meet with people we have not 
seen for some time, they tend to notice changes 
in us that we do not pay attention to or do not want 
to face. Then we hear comments like “you seem 
to have put on some weight,” or “your face looks a 
bit rounder,” which, in most cases, may be a com-
pliment. Especially common are comments from 
relatives of the older generation who still believe 
that “fat is good, thin is bad”, not knowing how 
severely these comments could have hurt our fee-
lings, putting us into a crazy spree of sit-ups and 
rope-jumping - well, perhaps for that day. 

Even if we are meeting with considerate ac-
quaintances who have the courtesy not to com-
ment on other people’s size, we cannot escape 
seeing someone who is our age, or even older, 
and is in exceptional shape. There are always tho-
se who seem to get slimmer and younger every 
year, and yet still maintain a successful career, 
putting us face-to-face with our sloppiness in our 
fitness regime. Just like rumor has it that our lives 
flash past our eyes the moment before death, the 
many moments we made excuses of being too 
busy to work out, or that we couldn’t go for that 
morning run because we’d be having a long work 
day, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera, flash past our 
minds the moment we see our well-shaped and 
successful acquaintances. Right there and then, 
we resolve to work out and eat less - well, after 
the CNY holidays.

Now that the 15th day of the first month has pas-
sed, and the CNY celebration is officially over, we 
are faced with putting our post-holiday fitness re-
gime into action. But how do we start? 

Living in Macau, we are actually quite lucky. If 
we are serious about keeping fit, there are many 
small things in our daily lives we can adopt without 
having to sign up for that marathon race or pay a 
huge amount of money for gym membership. The 
first thing we can do is walk. Given the size of the 
city, most of us live around a 30 to 45-minute walk 
from work. So, instead of driving, we can walk to 
and from work, which will give us over an hour of 
exercise a day already. Moreover, this can reduce 
both our body fat and our carbon footprint.

For those who live too far from work, or too close, 
so that walking to and from work is not an option or 
is not a significant contribution, we can start by ea-
ting low-calorie meals. One suggestion is having 
wonton or fish ball noodles for lunch and dinner, 
or better yet, veggie noodles. These savory bowls 
count less than 500 calories per meal,  and are 
fulfilling, tasty and low in fat. So, it is not too hard 
to start a new post-holiday fitness regime with a bit 
more walking and tasty noodles. It is not like we 
need to sign up for CrossFit right away.

Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

Us steps up winter-
warfare training as 
global threat shifts. 
after 17 years of war 
against Taliban and al-
Qaida-linked insurgents, 
the military is shifting 
its focus to better 
prepare for great-power 
competition with Russia 
and China, and against 
unpredictable foes 
such as North Korea 
and iran.

rUssian President 
vladimir Putin sternly 
warned the United states 
against deploying new 
missiles in Europe, 
saying yesterday that 
Russia will retaliate by 
fielding new weapons 
that will take just as 
little time to reach their 
targets. More on p14

VatiCan Pope francis 
says that those who are 
constantly attacking 
the church are linked to 
the devil. francis o told 
pilgrims from southern 
italy that the church’s 
“defects” must be 
denounced in order to 
correct them. francis 
spoke on the eve of a 
vatican summit on clergy 
sex abuse and cover-ups 
by the church’s hierarchy.

football Manchester 
City’s abu Dhabi 
ownership has expanded 
its portfolio of soccer 
clubs by purchasing 
sichuan Jiuniu fC, which 
plays in China’s third tier. 
City football group, of 
which Man City is the 
flagship team, already 
has partnership with New 
York City in Major League 
soccer, Melbourne City 
in australia’s a-League, 
girona in spain’s top 
division, Yokohama in 
Japan, and Club atletico 
Torque in Uruguay.

The federal government 
has acknowledged that 

it shares its terrorist wat-
chlist with more than 1,400 
private entities, including 
hospitals and universities, 
prompting concerns from 
civil libertarians that those 
mistakenly placed on the list 
could face a wide variety of 
hassles in their daily lives.

The government’s admis-
sion that it shares the list so 
broadly comes after years of 
insistence that the list is ge-
nerally not shared with the 
private sector.

Gadeir Abbas, a lawyer 
with the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations, whi-
ch has filed a constitutional 
challenge to the govern-
ment’s use of the watchlist, 
called the government’s ad-
mission shocking.

“We’ve always suspected 
there was private-sector dis-
semination of the terror wa-
tchlist, but we had no idea 
the breadth of the dissemi-
nation would be so large,” 
Abbas said.

The watchlist is supposed 
to include only those who are 
known or suspected terro-
rists but contains hundreds 
of thousands of names. The 
government’s no-fly list is 
culled from a small subset of 
the watchlist.

Critics say that the watch-
list is wildly overbroad and 
mismanaged, and that large 
numbers of people wrongly 
included on the list suffer 
routine difficulties and in-
dignities because of their 
inclusion.

The government’s admis-
sion comes in a class-action 
lawsuit filed in federal court 
in Alexandria by Muslims 
who say they regularly expe-
rience difficulties in travel, 
financial transactions and 

interactions with law enfor-
cement because they have 
been wrongly added to the 
list. The Associated Press is 
the first to report on the dis-
closure after reviewing the 
case documents.

Abbas said now that the 
government has disclosed 
how many private entities 
receive access to the Terro-
rist Screening Database, the 
official name of the watch-
list, it now needs to explain 
exactly which private enti-
ties are receiving it and what 
they’re doing with it. He’s 
asked a judge to require the 
government to be more spe-
cific. A hearing is scheduled 
for Friday.

“Are universities taking 
TSDB status into account 
in making admission or 
disciplinary decisions? Are 
Inova Alexandria Hospital’s 
building security personnel 
screening visitors against 
the TSDB and denying entry 
to listees? Is Motorola scree-
ning its software engineers 
who work on cellular infras-
tructure equipment against 
the TSDB and firing listees? 
Plaintiffs have no idea,” 

Abbas and co-counsels Lena 
Masri and Carolyn Homer 
wrote in a brief submitted 
Friday.

In depositions and in court 
hearings, government offi-
cials had denied until very 
recently that the watchlist 
compiled by the FBI’s Ter-
rorist Screening Center is 
shared with private entities. 
At a pretrial hearing in Sep-
tember, government lawyer 
Dena Roth told U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Anthony Trenga 
that the Terrorist Screening 
Center “does not work with 
private partners, and that 
watchlist status itself ... is 
considered law enforcement 
sensitive information and is 
not shared with the public.”

Despite that assurance, the 
judge ordered the govern-
ment to be more specific 
about how it disseminates 
the watchlist. Trenga said 
the plaintiffs are entitled 
to the information to try to 
prove their case that inclu-
sion on the list causes them 
to suffer “real world conse-
quences.”

In response to Trenga’s or-
der, TSC Deputy Director of 
Operations Timothy Groh 
filed a written statement 
earlier this month acknow-
ledging that 1,441 private 
entities have received per-
mission to access the watch-
list. Groh says those private 
entities must be in some way 
connected to the criminal 
justice system. He cited po-
lice forces at private univer-
sities, hospital security staff 
and private correctional fa-
cilities as examples.

It is not clear what restric-
tions are placed on how pri-
vate institutions use the list.

The FBI did not respond 
to emails and phone calls 
seeking comment. AP

TERRoRisM

Feds share watchlist with 
1,400 private groups

ap
 p

h
ot

o
ap

 p
h

ot
o

ap
 p

h
ot

o

ap
 p

h
ot

o

 Critics 
say that the 
watchlist is 
overbroad and 
mismanaged, 
and that large 
numbers 
of people 
are wrongly 
included
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