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ronaldo 
inspires praise 
and more goals 
from messi

plastic bag ‘subsidy’ sulu sou takes driver 
complaints to chuiGov’t to enforce one-pataca 

‘plastic bag’ charge for 
retailers’ pockets to “help 
the sector,” the ExCo 
announced yesterday 

Sulu Sou and New Macau formally 
sent a letter to the Chief Executive 
inviting him to a meeting on 
mutual driving license recognition

 P2

BELT & ROAD China 
pledged greater 
cooperation with 
American and European 
companies on Belt and 
Road ventures, in its 
latest bid to counter 
criticism that President 
Xi Jinping’s initiative is 
focused on projecting 
Beijing’s influence at 
the expense of host 
countries. More on p9

SOUTH CHINA SEA 
A U.S. Navy flagship 
has sailed through 
the South China Sea 
to Manila with its 
commander renewing 
an American vow to 
“sail, fly and operate 
wherever the law allows 
us to” amid China’s 
objection to U.S. 
military presence in the 
disputed sea. Capt. Eric 
Anduze, commander 
of the USS Blue Ridge, 
told reporters on board 
that the visit was the 
latest affirmation of the 
strong U.S.-Philippine 
alliance.
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 INSIDE

US REPORT

Macau gov’t taking 
steps to curtail 
freedom of the press

ACADEMIC WANTS TAIPEI IN GBA

Taiwan at bay
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ENVIRONMENT

Gov’t to enforce 1 pataca ‘plastic bag’ 
charge for retailers’ pockets

TRANSPORT

ExCo gives green light to LRT Company creation
Renato Marques

THE Executive Council 
(ExCo) has given the 

green light to the Admi-
nistrative Regulation pro-
ject that would create the 
Macau Light Rapid Tran-
sit (LRT) Company, the 
entity that will be respon-
sible for the construction 
and maintenance of the 
infrastructure and equi-
pment of the LRT, ExCo 
spokesperson Leong Heng 

Teng informed yesterday 
at a press conference.

The company will be fi-
nanced by three govern-
ment funds, in which the 
Macau SAR, represented 
by the Financial Servi-
ces Bureau (DSF), would 
control 96 percent of the 
company, and share the 
rest with the Industrial 
and Commercial Develo-
pment Fund, and Science 
and Technology Develo-
pment Fund in shares of 

3 and 1 percent respecti-
vely.

It was also made known 
that the shared capital 
of the company would 
amount to MOP1.4 billion, 
and it was confirmed that 
the company would be 
allowed to establish coo-
peration agreements with 
any other enterprises, 
as well as develop other 
activities related to LRT 
operations or service pro-
vision.

Questioned as to the 
topic of the LRT’s Taipa 
Line beginning operation, 
which was the first line to 
be built and was previous-
ly announced to come into 
operation this year, the 
Coordinator of the Trans-
portation Infrastructure 
Office (GIT), Ho Cheong 
Kei, reaffirmed that the 
line would open in the se-
cond half of this year, but 
did not offer a more preci-
se date.

With the creation of the 
new LRT Company, the 
GIT can finally close. An 
announcement made by 
the government in 2016 
and noted in last year’s 
audit report on the pro-
ject mentioned constant 
delays and inaction from 
authorities, not only in 
terms of construction, 
but also in administrati-
ve aspects of the project. 
The creation of the LRT 
Company was expected in 

2017, and is, at present, 
two years overdue.

Questioned on the topic 
of the GIT’s closure, Ho 
noted that the office cur-
rently has some 93 staff 
members who would have 
to choose between being 
integrated into other pu-
blic entities or being hired 
by the new LRT Company. 
However, it is not yet 
clear how many of these 
workers the company will 
employ.

Renato Marques

PRESENTED by the go-
vernment in the form of a 

tax, the plastic bag distribu-
tion surcharge for the retail 
industry is, in fact, more like a 
subsidy for retailers. Still, the 
government expects to redu-
ce the use of such items by at 
least 50 percent right after the 
implementation of the bill, 
which was presented yester-
day by the Executive Council 
(ExCo).

At a press conference held 
at the government’s head-
quarters, ExCo spokesperson 
Leong Heng Teng presented 
the main features of the pro-
posal, which stipulates that 
retail establishments should 
begin charging a fee for plas-
tic bags that are requested by 
customers.

The amount to be charged 
is not clearly stipulated in 
the bill in order to allow it to 
be updated if needed throu-
gh a simple Chief Executive 
order, Leong explained. The 
Director of Environmental 
Protection Bureau (DSPA) 
Raymond Tam added that “at 
the time of the public consul-
tation, it was suggested that 
the amount should be 1 pata-
ca, and that suggestion gathe-
red a lot of favorable opinions 
and consensus.”

When questioned as to whe-
ther it was, in fact, a tax that 
should go back to the govern-

ment or an amount that wou-
ld be kept by the shop owners, 
Tam said, “The money will go 
[to] the retail shop. We think 
this is most adequate for the 
Macau situation and a way 
to support the sector,” noting 
that most of the neighboring 
regions and even some coun-
tries around the world have 
opted for the same system.

Tam also noted that with 
this bill, the government aims 
to take “the first step” in the 
restriction of single-use ma-
terials, noting, “other measu-
res will follow in future, with 
restrictions to be enforced on 
other materials,” without fur-
ther specifying any proposals 
in mind.

“Besides this law propo-
sal, we are committed to the 
work of reducing other sin-
gle-use materials,” said Tam, 
revealing that in 2017 plastic 
waste was responsible for 23 
percent of all waste collected, 
and of that, 13 percent consti-
tuted plastic bags.

The DSPA director also no-
ted that his bureau has been 
trying to enforce measures 
to reduce plastic waste, es-
pecially concerning public 
entities, which have already 
achieved some success con-
cerning the use of water dis-
pensers instead of bottled 
water in several public ser-
vices, for example the Sports 
Bureau.

According to statistics cited 

by Tam, plastic bottles cons-
tituted a total of 2 percent of 
all the waste collected in 2017.

The bill also establishes ex-
ceptions, allowing retailers 
to supply plastic bags free 
of charge in cases where the 
products to be bagged are un-
packed or fresh food produc-
ts such as fruits, vegetables, 
meat and fish, as well as unpa-
cked medicines and products 
subject to security measures 
of cabin transportation in res-
tricted areas of the airport.

Once again, when questio-
ned as to what extent this 
law would contribute to the 
reduction of single-use plas-
tic bags, Tam said, “we would 
say at least 50 percent after 
the enforcement of the law. 
But this is a conservative es-
timate. From the experien-
ces collected by neighboring 
regions such as China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, they have 
all achieved a reduction rate 
of about 80 percent.”

The bill, which is now being 
forwarded to the Legislative 
Assembly to start the pro-
cedures of discussion and 
approval, will have a transi-
tion period of three months 
after its publication before it 
is enforced.

In case retailers are found 
failing to comply after the pe-
riod, the law establishes fines 
ranging from MOP1,000 to 
MOP10,000 to be applied to 
the perpetrators.
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GAMING | LAS VEGAS SANDS

Trial starts in Macau dealmaker 
damages case

Civil Aviation Authority grounds 737 MAXRenato Marques

THE Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Macao SAR 

(AACM) has decided to 
follow the measures alrea-
dy enforced by other wor-
ldwide counterparts and 
temporarily suspend the 
flights of Boeing aircraft 
models 737 MAX 8 and 
MAX 9 across all airlines, 
the AACM informed in a 
statement.

The AACM notes that the 
decision comes “in view 
of the two accidents [that] 
occurred with Boeing 737 
MAX 8 aircrafts and the 
safety precautions gra-
dually taken by the ae-
ronautical authorities in 
other places.”

The Aviation Authority 
also notes that none of the 
locally registered airliners 
currently have any of the 
listed models among their 
fleet operation to or from 

the Macau International 
Airport. As such, the sus-
pension does not affect any 
present flight operations at 
the local airport.

The AACM also noted that 
it will continue to closely 
monitor the safety concer-
ns with the MAX aircraft, 
and will lift the suspension 
only when the safety con-
cerns surrounding Boeing 
737 MAX 8 and MAX 9 air-
craft are cleared.

The same measures were 
also enforced by the nei-
ghboring authorities in 
Hong Kong, with the Civil 
Aviation Department also 
announcing a ban of the 
aircraft models in the Hong 
Kong airspace from 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday.

On the other hand, and 

in opposition to measures 
taken by many aviation 
authorities (including the 
European Union), US re-
gulators reiterated their 
support for the aircraft, 
with the Federal Aviation 
Administration saying on 
Tuesday evening that their 
review “shows no systemic 
performance issues and 
provides no basis to order 
grounding the aircraft,” as 
quoted by Bloomberg.

Meanwhile, investiga-
tions continue to try to un-
derstand why an Ethiopian 
Airlines 737 Max 8 crashed 
near Addis Ababa on Mar-
ch 10, killing 157 people, 
less than five months after 
an identical Lion Air plane 
plunged into waters off In-
donesia.

Ken Ritter, Las Vegas

AN attorney for Las 
Vegas Sands Corp. 
says a Hong Kong bu-
sinessman deserves a 

fraction of the USD347 million 
he’s seeking for breach-of-con-
tract because he abandoned 
Sands to find other advice to 
open a Macau casino.

Richard Suen’s attorney, John 
O’Malley opened a third trial 
in the long legal battle telling 
jurors yesterday (Macau time) 
that Suen and his company 
Round Square Co., should get 
almost $347 million for intro-
ducing billionaire Sands chief 
Sheldon Adelson and Sands exe-
cutives to key Chinese officials 
with influence to grant a coveted 
Macau gambling license.

Sands attorney Richard Sau-
ber countered that Suen and 
Round Square earned no more 
than $3.76 million before aban-
doning Adelson and Sands in 
2001 to find other advice — long 
before the Sands Macau casino 
opened in 2004.

“What did they actually do? 
What was the quality of what 
they did? What’s the value of 
those services?” Sauber said 
jurors will be asked to decide. 
“The Round Square group did 
not deliver what they came to 
the table and told Mr. Adelson 
they could do — deliver a licen-
se.”

Jurors later began hearing vi-
deotaped testimony from Adel-
son, who testified in two pre-
vious trials but isn’t expected to 

testify in person now for health 
reasons. His video testimony 
was scheduled to continue until 
today.

The company disclosed re-
cently the 85-year-old billio-
naire board chairman, CEO 
and Republican national par-
ty donor is being treated for 
cancer and has not been at the 
company’s Las Vegas offices for 
more than two months.

Suen could testify Today. He 
maintains he was promised a 
$5 million “success fee” if Sands 
got a Macau license, plus 2 per-
cent of Sands’ Macau profits 
over the 18-year life of the com-

pany casino license.
Las Vegas Sands now owns 

five properties in Macau, where 
O’Malley put profits at a combi-
ned $17.1 billion through June 
2022. The attorney said the 
promised fee and slice of profits 
mean Suen and Round Square 
should receive $346.9 million.

“There’s no contract in this 
case,” Sauber countered during 
his turn before the 15 men and 
women picked to hear the civil 
breach-of-contract damages 
trial in Clark County District 
Court. “What we’re here to fi-
gure out is equitable reimbur-
sement.”

Jurors have been told the case 
could last until mid-April.

Sands appealed previous 
jury judgments of $44 million 
against it in 2008 and $70 
million against it in 2013, and 
this jury’s decision could be 
appealed yet again to the Neva-
da Supreme Court.

The state high court twice 
upheld trial findings that Suen 
and his company provided ser-
vices to Sands and that the com-
pany is liable for damages.

But justices looked at a ran-
ge of damage claims from $1 
million to $348 million and 
decided in 2016 that a new jury 

should hear more evidence be-
fore deciding an amount.

“Value. Worth. Benefit. You 
keep those three ideas in your 
mind,” Suen lawyer O’Malley 
told the jury. “How much is de-
served?”

Suen and his business part-
ners used their Chinese ne-
twork of trusted social and bu-
siness relationships, or “guan-
xi”, to benefit Sands at a time 
when worldwide competition 
for three casino licenses was in-
tense, O’Malley said.

“Mr. Suen [...] and other 
colleagues had Chinese govern-
ment connections. They arran-
ged and attended a lot of mee-
tings. They had local contacts. 
Their knowledge of Chinese 
culture would turn out to be im-
portant,” the attorney said.

Publicly traded Sands also 
owns its flagship Venetian and 
Palazzo resorts and Sands Expo 
Center on the Las Vegas Strip, 
a resort in Singapore and one 
property in Pennsylvania. AP

The Sands Expo and Convention Center and The Palazzo in Las Vegas

 
Mr. Suen 
and other 
colleagues 
had Chinese 
government 
connections. 
[…] Their 
knowledge of 
Chinese culture 
would turn out 
to be important.

JOHN O’MALLEY
ATTORNEY
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Manpower, wages 
generally rose in Dec 2018

MA N P O W E R 
and wages across 

the SAR’s different 
sectors recorded a ge-
neral increase in De-
cember 2018, except 
for the wages of em-
ployees in the security 
sector, which recorded 
a slight decrease of 0.5 
percent year-on-year 
to MOP13,190, accor-
ding to data released 
by the Statistics and 
Census Service.

However, the num-
ber of employees in 
the security sector 
were up 10.6 per-
cent year-on-year to 
12,017.

The ‘wholesale and 
retail trade’, ‘trans-
port, storage and com-
munications’ and ‘pu-
blic sewage and refu-
se disposal activities’ 
sectors all recorded an 
increase in manpower 
and wages. 

The number of peo-
ple employed in the 
wholesale and retail 
trade had increased 
to 62,537 by the end 
of 2018, an increase 

of 8.5 percent year- 
on-year, with 39,362 
working in retail trade 
component.

Average earnings of 
full-time employees 
rose by 5.3 per-
cent year-on-year to 
MOP14,200.

Transport, storage 
and communications 
had 12,182 persons en-
gaged, up by 7.2 per-
cent year-on-year as 
new passenger trans-
port operators came 
into service after the 
opening of the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge. Average ear-
nings of full-time em-
ployees in this indus-
try rose slightly by 1.4 
percent year-on-year 
to MOP21,780 in De-
cember.

Public sewage and 
refuse disposal activi-
ties had 878 persons 
employed, up by 1.9 
percent year-on-year, 
while the average ear-
nings of full-time em-
ployees in December 
increased by 0.7 per-
cent year-on-year to 

MOP18,250.
At the end of the 

fourth quarter of 
2018, job vacancies 
in security activities 
(1,525) and in the re-
tail trade (3,034) in-
creased 502 and 253 
respectively year-on- 
year, while those in 
wholesale trade (573) 
fell by 333.

Regarding vocatio-
nal training in the 
surveyed industries, 
a total of 20,994 par-
ticipants attended 
1,062 training courses 
provided by establish-
ments in the fourth 
quarter of 2018.

Security activities 
had the largest num-
ber of participants, 
with 9,010 participan-
ts attending a total of 
166 training courses.

Meanwhile, the cou-
rse fees of over 90 
percent of the partici-
pants in the surveyed 
industries - except for 
public sewage and re-
fuse disposal activities 
- were paid for by the 
establishments. LV

HEALTH

Domestic violence victim   opts for surgery in UK  
A 31-year-old local 

woman whose se-
vere injuries stem-
ming from a do-

mestic violence case formed 
the center of spat earlier this 
month between lawmaker 
Agnes Lam and several go-
vernment entities has deci-
ded to undergo medical treat-
ment in the United Kingdom.

The information was disclo-
sed by lawmaker Lam on the 
sidelines of yesterday’s mee-
ting of the Second Standing 
Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL). 

The victim’s family is 
also preparing to make an 
appointment in May with the 
U.K.-based medical team ac-
cording to Lam.  

The victim was attacked by 
her husband in July 2018, 
who used boiling oil and 
drain cleaning liquid. It re-
sulted in injuries and burns 
to 40 percent of her body 
including her face and head, 
blindness, and loss of control 
of her limbs. 

Previously, the family of 
the victim announced in 
February that they had re-

ceived sufficient donations 
(MOP1.32 million) for the 
young woman to receive os-
teo-odonto-keratoprosthesis 
in the U.K.

Osteo-odonto-keratopros-
thesis is a medical procedure 

used to restore vision in pa-
tients with the most severe 
cases of corneal and ocular 
surface damage. 

The victim’s vision has been 
seriously compromised, ac-
cording to the Macau Health 
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New Macau call on Chui 
for meeting on mainland 
driving license policy
THE New Macau 

Association, along 
with lawmaker Sulu 
Sou, has formally sent 
a letter to the Chief 
Executive inviting him 
to a meeting regarding 
mutual driving license 
recognition.

This comes after a 
22-year-old local wo-
man on a scooter was 
hit by a car driven by 
a non-resident worker 
who was attempting to 
perform a U-turn in 
Cotai.

According to a state-
ment issued yesterday 
by New Macau, the 
association is inviting 
the top official for a 
discussion on the cur-
rent status and pro-
gress of the signing 
of the mutual driving 
license recognition.

“Along with the se-
rious car accidents 
caused by mainland 
drivers in recent mon-

ths in Macau, the com-
munity is filled with 
anxiety,” the associa-
tion stated. 

“Entrusted by the fa-
milies of the victims 
of the car accidents, 
[New Macau] reques-
ts that the CE’s Office 
arranges a meeting in 
the short term. Throu-
gh direct communica-
tion, we will try our 
best to narrow the 
social divergence and 
resolve the public con-
flicts,” it added.

Last weekend, as 
many as 600 residents 
protested on the stree-
ts, calling on the go-
vernment to withdraw 
the scheme that grants 
mutual recognition of 
licenses between Ma-
cau and the mainland.  

Organized by New 
Macau, along with the 
Macao Community 
Development Initiati-
ve and lawmakers Ng 

Kuok Cheong and Au 
Kam San, the protes-
tors cited fears of a 
rise in cases related to 
illegal drivers and an 
exponential growth in 
the number of drivers 
from the mainland 
permitted to drive in 
the region. 

They said that the 
scheme would contri-
bute to traffic concer-
ns and more accidents 
that might endanger 
those living in Macau, 
as previously repor-
ted. 

Last week the asso-
ciation was also urging 
the CE to withdraw 
the scheme. According 
to Sou, at a minimum 
drivers from the main-
land should be subjec-
ted to a local driving 
examination to be able 
to drive in Macau, 
adding that the SAR 
should implement res-
trictions. LV

HEALTH

Domestic violence victim   opts for surgery in UK  

Bureau (SSM), which also 
said that the woman’s burns 
are now healed, and that the 
patient had undergone seve-
ral surgeries in Hong Kong 
to repair her ocular injuries, 
although her eyesight could 

not be restored to an accep-
table level.

Last month, the SSM de-
nied the patient’s request for 
surgery in the U.K. The SSM 
stated that this kind of sur-
gery was not considered com-

patible with the type of injury 
sustained by the patient, and 
that some surgical complica-
tions could lead to complete 
blindness, or even necessita-
te removal of the eye. Hence, 
the bureau found it was “not 
advisable for the patient to 
receive such treatment.”

In the same month, a local 
charity offered to sponsor 
surgery in Singapore in or-
der to help the woman re-
gain her eyesight. 

The charity was to give the 
victim between USD70,000 
and USD80,000. The cha-
rity fund had conditions 
regarding the medical treat-
ment, stating that the sur-
gery must be done in Singa-
pore and that it would be up 
to the committee to select 
the medical institute. The 
money was to be paid di-
rectly to the Singaporean 
hospital.

The SSM then publicly an-
nounced that the victim’s 
family had accepted the su-
pport. 

However, the family even-
tually declined to have the 
operation Singapore. JZ
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SECRETARY for Administration and Jus-
tice Sonia Chan is attending a meeting of 

the United Nations Human Rights Council, to 
be held today in Geneva, Switzerland.

Chan attends the meeting as deputy head 
of the Chinese delegation. The gathering is 
due to discuss and adopt China’s third report 
under the Universal Periodic Review mecha-
nism. Part of that report covers the Macau 
Special Administrative Region.

In November 2018, the Council held a mee-
ting to examine the third report submitted by 

China. At that time, Macau officials answered 
questions – raised by delegates respectively 
from the Republic of the Philippines and the 
Republic of Ireland – regarding the Macau 
government’s work relating to prevention of 
drug abuse and to anti-discrimination legis-
lation.

Other Macau officials included in the Chine-
se delegation for today’s meeting are the Di-
rector of the Legal Affairs Bureau, Liu Dexue, 
and Chu Lam Lam, advisor to the Office of the 
Secretary for Administration and Justice.

US STATE DEPARTMENT

Macau enjoys press freedom but 
gov’t taking steps to restrict it

David Chow 
considering 
concession bid
Macau businessman David 
Chow has not yet provided a 
definitive answer regarding 
whether or not he will apply 
for a gaming concession, 
according to a report by 
TDM. While in Beijing, 
Chow was asked by the 
public broadcaster about his 
intentions. Instead of giving 
an answer, Chow said whether 
he will bid or not is a matter 
of both private interests 
and of conditions set by the 
government. However, the 
director of Macau Legend 
Development, Ltd. thinks 
that competition yields 
improvement. He also hopes 
that the government will 
listen to more opinions from 
different sectors in town. 
 

Increased 
remittance 
limit to 
mainland 
proposed 
Nine Macau members of the 
Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC) have proposed a 
bigger daily remittance limit 
for the mainland. The nine, 
including Chui Sai Peng and 
Si Ka Lon, suggested that 
the daily remittance limit 
(currently RMB50,000) for 
the mainland granted to Hong 
Kong residents should be 
increased to RMB80,000. In 
addition, it is also necessary, 
according to the Macau CPPCC 
members, to allow each person 
to apply for an increase in 
the remittance limit within 
a certain period of time and 
within limits, if they meet 
specified conditions.  

CE election 
budget 
remains at 
MOP32m
The budget for this year’s Chief 
Executive election is about 
MOP32 million, the Chairman 
of the Electoral Affairs 
Commission for the Chief 
Executive Election, Song Man 
Lei, announced yesterday. 
The budget for the previous 
CE election was also MOP32 
million. This year’s budget 
still has to be approved by 
Chief Executive Chui Sai On. 
The previous election had five 
polling stations, and this year 
the commission is considering 
only setting up three polling 
stations, however, no final 
decision has been made yet, 
according to Song. Voting 
for candidates of the election 
committee will take place on 
June 16, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Daniel Beitler

THE press in Macau gene-
rally enjoy freedom in cove-

rage, expressing a wide range of 
views, but the government last 
year took steps to restrict unfa-
vorable news coverage, accor-
ding to the 2018 Human Rights 
Report issued yesterday by the 
U.S. Department of State.

Although the law in Macau 
provides for freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of the press, 
government subsidies to some 
media acted as a disincentive for 
journalists to report impartially, 
the report suggests. Accordin-
gly, media in Macau sometimes 
practiced self-censorship last 
year.

Citing several notable cases 
from last year, the State Depart-
ment found a trend of gover-
nment-sponsored pressure on 
human rights freedoms.

In August Macau’s Legislative 
Assembly passed legislation to 
criminalize some actions that 
disrespect the Chinese national 
anthem. In that same month, it 
also concluded public consulta-
tions about proposed revisions to 
the Civil Protection Framework 
Law that make spreading ru-
mors during emergencies or cer-
tain other incidents punishable 
by a maximum of three years im-
prisonment.

Meanwhile, in October, the Ju-
diciary Police indicted lawmaker 
Au Kam San for defamation af-
ter the pro-democrat refused to 
issue a public apology for alle-
ging that police authorities wi-
retapped his phone in 2009.

With regards to freedom of 
expression, organizers of The 
Script Road literary festival last 
year canceled the appearance 
of three foreign writers after 
alleging that the central govern-
ment’s Liaison Office in Macau 
had warned them that immi-

gration authorities might block 
their entry into the SAR.

In other areas, the report no-
ted that “the law provides for 
the freedoms of peaceful assem-
bly and association, and the go-
vernment often respected these 
rights, despite some efforts to 
discourage participation in pea-
ceful demonstrations.”

It reiterated that the law re-
quires prior notification, but not 
approval, of demonstrations in 
public spaces. At the same time, 
there are concerns regarding 
the Legislative Assembly’s de-
cision to change the law in July 
2018, whereby it since requires 
protestors to notify the police 
of their plans as opposed to the 
now-defunct Civic and Munici-
pal Affairs Bureau.

The change led critics to allege 
that authorities were “making 
a concerted effort to use both 
intimidation and criminal pro-
ceedings against participants in 
peaceful demonstrations to dis-
courage their involvement.”

Another example of such dis-
couragement, the report noted, 
was an earlier vote at the Le-
gislative Assembly to suspend 
lawmaker Sulu Sou after prose-

cutors charged him with the cri-
me of aggravated disobedience. 
As information on the incident 
was released in detail during the 
trial, some observers suggested 
that one motive of the autho-
rities might be to discourage 
such civil demonstrations – es-
pecially those, as in the case of 
Sou’s demonstration, that target 
Macau’s top official, the Chief 
Executive.

In regards to democratic deve-
lopment, the report noted that 
Macau law limits citizens’ ability 
to change their government and 
universal suffrage is not imple-
mented in the Special Adminis-
trative Region.

“Only a small fraction of ci-
tizens played a role in the se-
lection of the chief executive, 
who was chosen in 2014 by a 
400-member Election Commi-
ttee consisting of 344 members 
elected from four broad socie-
tal sectors (which themselves 
have a limited franchise) and 
56 members chosen from and 
by the SAR’s legislators and re-
presentatives to the National 
People’s Congress and Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference,” it said.

The same system will be used 
to elect Macau’s next chief exe-
cutive later this year, with the 
process leading to the determi-
nation of the electorate having 
already started.

As in previous years, the U.S. 
Department of State report 
concluded that there were no 
reports of disappearances by or 
on behalf of government agents 
that the authorities took steps to 
prosecute those who committed 
human rights abuses. 

It also commended a strong 
record in the Macau SAR of pro-
tections for religious minorities, 
women, those with disabilities 
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender, or intersex persons.

However, such protections 
were lacking for ethnic mino-
rities. Societal discrimination 
against some ethnic minorities 
persisted in the Macau SAR 
last year, especially against 
Southeast Asian communities. 
In August, the United Nations 
Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination noted 
that the SAR’s lack of a law de-
fining and criminalizing racial 
discrimination was cause for 
concern.

Secretary Chan attends UN 
Human Rights Council meeting
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OA mainland resear-
cher has encouraged 
Taiwan to join the 
Guangdong-Hong 

Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) plan, so that Taiwan may 
also benefit from the GBA’s de-
velopment. 

Sheng Jiuyuan, Director of 
the Taiwan Research Centre 
at the Shanghai Academy of 
Social Sciences, said that by 
joining the Greater Bay Area, 
Taiwan could sign free trade 
agreements with other coun-
tries under the name Chinese 
Taipei, and that Taiwan could 
also join the Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank. 

In Sheng’s opinion, published 
yesterday by the United Daily 
News, Taiwan could therefo-
re enjoy 10 economic benefits, 
with the top benefit being the 
signing of free trade agreemen-
ts with other countries. 

In turn, it is also believed that 
mainland China will be able to 
give Taiwan beneficial policies 
in fields such as finance, educa-
tion, logistics, biotechnological 
and green energy. 

Gradually, their joint coopera-
tion would hopefully lead to the 
mainland canceling some res-
trictions regarding Taiwan in-
vestments in mainland China. 

The Chinese researcher pro-
posed another idea. Sheng 
suggested that Taiwan’s nor-
thern region could work with 
the Yangzte River Delta, while 
central Taiwan and southern 
Taiwan could work with other 
mainland provinces in a model 
similar to the Greater Bay Area. 

Overall, the scholar expressed 
that Taiwan could “fully play 

out it’s special status and role 
in the country’s opening up to 
the outside world” if it joins the 
Greater Bay Area. 

Sheng also speculated that 
Taiwanese companies and re-
sidents could enjoy special tax 
policies once Taiwan-GBA coo-
peration becomes a reality. 

In addition, the academic and 
specialist in Taiwanese affairs 
highlighted that Taiwan resi-
dents could enjoy further be-
nefits. 

The research comes during a 
period of strained relations be-

tween Beijing and Taipei.
Earlier this week, China said 

that attempts to block it from 
bringing the island under its 
control are futile, like “stre-
tching out an arm to block a 
car,” AP reported. 

The statement took aim at 
President Tsai Ing-wen’s recent 
announcement of measures to 
counter China’s “one country, 
two systems” framework for 
political unification with the 
island.

Tsai of the pro-independence 
Democratic Progressive Party 
was elected in a 2016 landslide, 
but has seen her approval ratin-
gs fall as she prepares to seek 
re-election next year.

In a meeting on national 
security this week, Tsai said 
Taiwan’s legal and political ins-
titutions need strengthening 
and its military needs bolste-
ring — including through big-
ger budgets — while economic 
competitiveness needs to be 
raised and greater outreach 
made to the international com-
munity to counter Beijing’s iso-
lation campaign. JZ

THE European Union added 
ten countries and territories 

to its blacklist of tax havens, in-
cluding the United Arab Emira-
tes, with Cape Verde remaining 
on the “grey list,” according to 
official information released in 
Brussels.

European finance ministers 
approved the return of the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, Barbados and 
Marshall Islands to the blacklist 
for failing to honor their commit-
ments, as well as the inclusion 
of Aruba, Belize, Bermuda, Fiji, 
Oman, Vanuatu and Dominica.

“Following the listing process, 
dozens of countries have adjusted 
their tax regimes to international 
standards of transparency,” said 
European Commissioner for Fi-
nancial Affairs Pierre Moscovici.

Meanwhile, Macau moved off the 
tax haven grey list in the latest up-
date and is now no longer among 
the EU’s list of jurisdictions to 
monitor. Previously the territory 
had been added to the blacklist in 
December 2017 before moving to 
the grey list the following month.

FORUM MDT/Macauhub

Cape Verde 
retains EU tax 
haven listing

Mainland academic proposes 
Taiwan’s participation in GBA 
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Spatially close, socially apart(ment)

Growing up and living in Asia 
most of my life, I have only ever 
lived in apartments. When I was 
growing up in South Korea, I 
thought that basically everybody 
on earth lived in buildings that 
are about 30 floors high, with 4 or 
more apartments per floor. Just 
like the one I lived in. Where else 
would you live? 
Although apartment living is the 
‘norm’ for a lot of people now, es-
pecially in Macau, it’s actually qui-
te a strange concept if you think 
about it for a moment. Whoever 
thought to build sky-high struc-
tures and divide them into innu-
merable separate ‘homes’ stacked 
one on top of another, anyway? 
Well, the idea is not very new. 
During the medieval Arabic-Isla-
mic period, the Egyptian capital of 
Fustat (Old Cairo) housed many 
high-rise residential buildings, 
some seven stories tall that could 
reportedly accommodate hun-
dreds of people. The ancient Ro-
mans also built structures called 
insulae for the lower and middle 
classes, which sometimes reached 
10 or more stories. 
The idea of the modern apart-
ment however, was conceived in 
New York in the early 1800s. Ins-

pired by Parisian ‘flats’, two New 
York architects convinced the 
then richest-man-in-New-York 
Rutherford Stuyvesant to build 
the first middle-class apartment 
building at the scale that we are 
familiar with today. It was a suc-
cess. Donald Trump’s great great 
grandfather would have been jea-
lous. 
Apartment living is a method of 
habitation that was created to 
provide for modern times, an 
urban necessity of sorts. But is it 
‘natural’? 
Similar types of habitats do exist 
in nature. In fact, apartments are 
often equated to a ‘human ant-co-
lony’. At first glance, the compari-
son seems quite apt. They’re both 
a matrix of interconnected spaces, 
it just so happens that one is un-
derground and the other is above. 
But there is one crucial difference. 
An ant colony is one giant home. 
An apartment block is a stack of 
separate homes. Unlike an ant co-
lony, apartments have doors, and 
they’re always shut. And they’re 
getting more shut as time goes by, 
if that makes any sense. Perhaps 
the comparison is not so appro-
priate. 
This can create a paradoxical si-

tuation of bringing people toge-
ther but separating them at the 
same time. Spatially close, socially 
apart. 
No wonder they call it an 
‘apart’ment. 
At least in my apartment buil-
ding in Macau, it’s quite usual for 
neighbours who live on the same 
floor to quite literally never speak 
to each other. Even while waiting 
for the elevator in the mornings, 
not a word is spoken. Most of my 
attempts at greetings are either 
ignored or met with a reluctant 
grunt. 
We live next to each other, we can 
sometimes hear each other going 
about doing our chores and even 
smell each other’s dinners in the 
evenings. At night, we sleep me-
ters apart from each other, sepa-
rately only by a wall or two. But we 
have no idea who each other are. 
It’s all quite strange, and someti-
mes can be very lonely. 
I have a feeling that it wasn’t 
always like this. 
Is the sense of neighbourly comra-
dery of old something that we are 
readily willing to abandon as a col-
lective? Or is it something that we 
can recreate through intentional 
social engineering? 

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JML 
Property.  JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property 
& Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and 
investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants. 
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

sam lee
CHINA’S brokerages 

are on pace for their 
best quarter since 2014, 
though a rare sell call is 
a sign the rally may be 
topping out.

CSC Financial Co.’s ra-
ting was cut to sell from 
accumulate by Huatai Se-
curities Co. on March 8, 
based on the risk that the 
stock was “overvalued” 
following its almost 220 
percent surge this year. 
Its valuation as measured 
by the price to book ratio 
is 4.97, outstripping the 
1.78 measure for a broa-
der Bloomberg gauge of 
China-listed brokerages, 
which in turn has risen to 
align with its 1.73 three- 
year average.

“I don’t see this wild sur-
ge going too far,” said Vin-
cent Hsu, a Taipei-based 
fund manager at Fuh-Hwa 
Securities Investment 
Trust Co. “The prices of 
some brokers have rea-
ched the peak of 2015, and 

they’re not that cheap.”
Shares of Chinese se-

curities firms were bashed 
in 2018, amid concern 
that authorities’ crack-
down on risky financing 
and the trade war with 
the U.S. would hurt bu-
siness. They saw a turna-
round this year, however, 
as the government took 
steps to spur demand for 
local stocks and on specu-
lation that policy makers 
are pushing for consoli-
dation.

The sector has risen 54 
percent this year, more 
than the Shanghai Com-
posite Index’s 21 percent 
advance. CSC Financial 
paces gains on the do-
mestic CSI 300 Index and 
Chinese brokerages do-
minate the top 10 spots 
on Bloomberg’s gauge of 
Asia Pacific financial com-
panies.

The surge has swelled 
the market cap of 34 Chi-
na-listed securities firms 

to USD367 billion, near-
ly five times the value of 
Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc., according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg. 
Yet, the group’s combined 
profit for the past 12 mon-
ths is only about 11 percent 
bigger than Goldman’s.

Risks are also building 
up as the sector prepares 
for an influx of new com-
petition as China opens 
its market to foreign com-
panies. 

UBS Group AG was the 
first overseas firm to win 
approval to raise its ow-
nership in a local securi-
ties venture to 51 percent 
under new rules. Nomura 
Holdings Inc. and JPMor-
gan Chase & Co. have also 
filed applications for ma-
jority ownership in securi-
ties ventures. BNP Paribas 
SA plans to expand its Chi-
na operations to include 
brokerage, futures trading 
and wealth-management 
ventures. MDT/Bloomberg

China brokerages’ 54 
percent stock surge may 
be running out of steam
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China calls for US, European 
companies to join Belt and Road

Lunar New Year blamed for 
underwhelming economic data
CHINA’S most im-

portant festival is the 
main culprit behind the 
underwhelming economic 
indicators at the start of 
this year, according to the 
statistics authority.

The Lunar New Year - 
around which many fac-
tories and companies shut 
down - usually hurts in-
dustrial output in the four 

days ahead of it and 15 
to 20 days after it, accor-
ding to Mao Shengyong, 
spokesman of the Natio-
nal Bureau of Statistics. 
The festival was on Feb. 5 
this year and thus the ef-
fect was concentrated in 
February, he said.

That compares with the 
later holiday in 2018, 
which caused the effect to 

spill over into March, he 
argued. Mao mentioned 
the LNY nearly 30 times 
during the hour-long brie-
fing yesterday after the re-
lease of economic data for 
January and February.

None of the under-per-
forming indicators are 
because the economy is in 
poor health, but are just 
seasonal blips, and both 

investment and consump-
tion will probably impro-
ve, Mao said. “We shou-
ldn’t pay too much at-
tention to the short-term 
fluctuations of economic 
indicators.”

Economists at China In-
ternational Capital Corp. 
developed their own eco-
nometric methods to ex-
clude LNY effects and said 

both industrial produc-
tion and retail sales grow-
th were “largely stable” in 
the two months.

Others don’t agree with 
that assessment.

“While the official sta-
tement said the pace was 
6.1 percent when ‘effects 
of the Chinese New Year 
holiday were excluded,’ 
it’s not clear what further 
adjustment was conside-
red beyond the headline 
figure, which should have 
already ironed out volati-
lity that occurs at the start 
of the year,” wrote Bloom-
berg economists Chang 

Shu and David Qu.
Lu Ting at Nomura In-

ternational Plc argues the 
data point to a deepening 
slowdown rather than the 
calendar effect. In fact, the 
Jan.-Feb. data may have 
been flattered by the com-
parison with 2018, when 
stronger pollution control 
measures were in force.

“We expect Beijing to 
ramp up supportive poli-
cies in coming months and 
still believe deregulating 
the property markets in 
big cities is the key to unlo-
cking a growth recovery,” 
Lu wrote. MDT/Bloomberg

CHINA pledged greater 
cooperation with Ame-
rican and European 
companies on Belt and 

Road ventures, in its latest bid 
to counter criticism that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s initiative is 
focused on projecting Beijing’s 
influence at the expense of host 
countries.

China wants to combine its 
manufacturing and construc-
tion know-how with the ad-

vanced technology of Western 
firms on the global trade-and-
-infrastructure program, said 
Zhou Xiaofei, deputy secretary 
general of the National Deve-
lopment and Reform Commis-
sion. Projects could also bene-
fit from partnerships with U.S. 
and European enterprises on 
professional services, manage-
ment and financing, Zhou said 
yesterday.

“The Belt and Road Initiative 

is not a private path of one par-
ty, but an avenue of sunshine 
for everyone to go forward hand 
in hand,” Zhou told a seminar 
in Zhengzhou, Henan, promo-
ting international cooperation 
on the program. “China is not 
singing solo, but in a chorus 
of countries along the Belt and 
Road.”

The two-day event is part of a 
broader Chinese effort to soften 
the image of Xi’s main foreign 

policy program as host coun-
tries grow more cautious and 
the U.S. criticizes its loan-based 
funding model as “debt-trap 
diplomacy.” Accusations of cor-
ruption, influence-peddling and 
unfair contracts have dogged 
the initiative, and a potential 
agreement with Italy - the first 
with a Group of Seven nation - 
drew Deputy Premier Matteo 
Salvini’s warning that it risked 
“colonizing Italy.”

‘MINI-UNITED NATIONS’
The Zhengzhou conference - 

hosted by the Chinese govern-
ment - showcased several BRI 
projects, including a hydro-
-power station in Pakistan and 
the Mombasa-Nairobi Railway, 
about a month before Xi is ex-
pected to host the second Belt 
and Road forum in Beijing. Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
said last week that this year’s 
forum would include attendees 
from more than 100 countries.

Officials and company execu-
tives played down China’s role 
in the projects, emphasizing 
the diversity of nations invol-
ved. Zhu Lintao - a construction 
executive involved in the Yenbo 
fuel power station in Saudi Ara-
bia - called the project a “mini- 
United Nations” involving a 
Chinese contractor, German 
consulting firm, Spanish design 
company and General Electric 
Co. equipment.

GE has cooperated with Chi-
nese partners on 37 gigawatts 
of power generation projects 
since 2013, said Hu Jingmiao, 
commercial general manager of 
GE Power’s China EPC Steam 
Power Systems. Hu said the 
company has provided equip-
ment for projects in places such 
as Brazil, Kenya and Pakistan, 
as well as Saudi Arabia.

TWEAKING PLANS
Chinese authorities have 

noted examples of miscon-
duct and are reassessing and 
tweaking their global infras-
tructure plans, a senior official 
who asked not to be named told 
Bloomberg News in December. 
Authorities have stepped up 
scrutiny of BRI projects and in-
vestment and are deliberating 
possible regulations, the official 
said, adding that China is ready 
to take measures to clamp down 
on misconduct.

The public was still uncertain 
about what a Belt and Road 
project is even though it’s been 
a catchphrase for the past five 
years, said Liu Weidong, a re-
searcher at the Chinese Aca-
demy of Sciences who has fo-
cused on initiative. The selec-
tion of projects at Thursday’s 
seminar showed what is valued 
“from the government’s pers-
pective,” he said. Bloomberg
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Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu

Gov’t accuses US of prejudice 
over human rights issues

DIPLOMATIC TIES

Taiwan cites US concerns over 
El Salvador-China relations
WA S H I N G T O N 

should be concer-
ned for strategic reasons 
that Taiwan is losing its 
diplomatic allies in Latin 
America to rival China, 
Taiwan’s foreign minister 
said yesterday.

In recent years, Latin 
American nations have 
been switching relations 
from U.S. ally Taiwan to 
China, a top American 
strategic competitor, rai-
sing concerns in Washing-
ton about Chinese inroads 
in America’s backyard.

Taiwanese Foreign Mi-
nister Joseph Wu seemed 
to imply that Washington 

could use its influence to 
help Taiwan hang on to its 
remaining Latin American 
allies.

“I think this is a gradual 
realization that this is 
what China is doing and 
there is realization in the 
U.S. administration that 
they need to work with 
Taiwan, which is going to 
be cooperation between 
Taiwan and the United 
States,” Wu told repor-
ters.

“It’s going to be in our 
bilateral interest and it’s 
also going to be U.S. stra-
tegic interest,” he said.

Wu’s comments came a 

day after El Salvador Pre-
sident-elect Nayib Bukele 
said he has not decided 
whether to continue rela-
tions with China and ac-
cused Beijing of not being 
respectful to his country.

El Salvador switched 
ties from Taiwan to Chi-
na in August, in a blow to 
Taiwan’s Latin American 
diplomacy. Washington 
recalled its ambassador 
to El Salvador in respon-
se in an indication of its 
concern over what appea-
red to be a trend of former 
Taiwanese allies abando-
ning the island.

China, which claims 

Taiwan as its own ter-
ritory, has successfully 
poached five of Taiwan’s 
remaining allies since the 
election in 2016 of Taiwa-
nese independence-lea-
ning President Tsai Ing- 
wen. Critics have accused 
Beijing of using financial 
inducements such as lines 
of credit to sweeten such 
deals, something the go-
vernment denies.

Asked about Bukele’s 
comments, Chinese fo-
reign ministry spokesman 
Lu Kang said China and El 
Salvador enjoyed mutual 
respect and the establish-
ment of ties with Beijing 

had already borne fruit.
“Establishing ties is in 

line with the interests of 
both countries, and is com-
pletely above-board. These 
are no backstage dealings,” 
Lu said. “El Salvador is a 

sovereign nation and we 
believe that it is fully capa-
ble of making independent 
and correct choices that 
are in line with the trend 
of the times and in its own 
interests.” AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

CHINA responded to new 
U.S. allegations of wides-

pread human rights abuses with 
its own accusations of prejudice 
and interference, saying yes-
terday that Washington should 
drop its “Cold War mentality” 
and stop interfering in China’s 
internal affairs.

In presenting the annual U.S. 
State Department report on 
human rights around the wor-
ld, U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo said Wednesday that 
China “is in a league of its own” 
when it comes to human righ-
ts abuses, citing mass deten-
tions of an estimated 1 million 
Muslims and the repression of 
Christians, Tibetans and other 
religious minorities.

At a daily briefing, Chinese fo-
reign ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang dismissed the report as si-
milar to those of previous years 
and “full of ideological preju-
dice.” He said China hoped the 
U.S would “also take a good look 
at its own human rights record.”

The exchange marks the latest 
dust-up between the world’s 
two largest economies, already 
locked in a trade war and dis-
putes over Chinese territorial 
claims in the South China Sea, 
Taiwan and Chinese foreign po-
licy maneuvering seen as aimed 
at reducing America’s global in-
fluence.

Lu said the U.S. report disre-
garded facts and made “groun-
dless allegations” against China, 
and he praised the advancement 
of rights in the country.

“China’s human rights cause 

has made great progress,” Lu 
said. “We hope the U.S. will re-
move the colored lenses and dis-
card the Cold War mentality [...] 
and view China’s human rights 
progress in an objective and just 
way and stop interfering in Chi-
na’s internal affairs with human 
rights as a pretext.”

Yesterday, China issued its 
annual tit-for-tat on human ri-
ghts in the U.S., relying heavily 
on American media reports, 
including from outlets that the 
Chinese government frequently 
condemns for critical reporting 
on its own country.

Human rights have been a pro-
minent irritant in the U.S.-Chi-
na relationship, dating from the 
Chinese military’s crushing of 
the 1989 pro-democracy pro-
tests focused on Beijing’s Tia-

nanmen Square and subsequent 
crackdowns on civil liberties.

Conditions have grown har-
sher under President Xi Jinping, 
China’s most powerful ruler in a 
generation, who has sought to 
crush all perceived challenges to 
his authority and reassert Com-
munist Party control throughout 
the government and economy.

In its summary, the State De-
partment said China over the 
past year “significantly intensi-
fied” its campaign of mass de-
tentions, with between 800,000 
and 2 million members of Mus-
lim minority groups in the Xin-
jiang Uighur Autonomous Re-
gion interned in camps “desig-
ned to erase religious and ethnic 
identities.”

“Government officials clai-
med the camps were needed to 

combat terrorism, separatism, 
and extremism. International 
media, human rights organiza-
tions, and former detainees re-
ported security officials in the 
camps abused, tortured, and kil-
led some detainees,” the report 
said.

The report also accused the 
government of arbitrary or un-
lawful killings, forced disappea-
rances, torture and arbitrary 
detention. Other concerns inclu-
ded political prisoners, “harsh 
and life-threatening prison and 
detention conditions, physical 
attacks on and criminal prose-
cution of journalists, lawyers, 
writers, bloggers, dissidents, pe-
titioners, and others, along with 
their family members.”

Interference in the rights of 
peaceful assembly and freedom 

of association, “overly restric-
tive laws” covering foreign and 
domestic NGOs, restrictions on 
freedom and religion and move-
ment, and “severe restrictions” 
on labor rights and union orga-
nizing were also cited.

It also faulted Xi’s six-year-old 
anti-corruption campaign for 
using “opaque internal party 
disciplinary procedures.”

“Authorities harassed, detai-
ned, and arrested citizens who 
promoted independent efforts 
to combat abuses of power,” the 
report said.

China’s own 12,000-word re-
port on U.S. human rights in-
fractions outlined violations 
on U.S. soil month-by-month, 
from “shocking gender discri-
mination” to the “unceasing 
immigration tragedy” along the 
Mexican border.

Other topics touched on inclu-
ded gun crime, infringements of 
civil rights, money politics, in-
come inequality, racial discrimi-
nation, threats against children, 
women and immigrants, and 
human rights violations related 
to President Donald Trump’s 
“America First” policies.

The U.S. “continues to point fin-
gers at the human rights condi-
tion of more than 190 countries, 
smearing and slandering, while 
turning a deaf ear to its own gra-
ve human rights problems,” said 
the preface to the document, pu-
blished by China’s State Council 
Information Office. AP

 China ‘is in 
a league of 
its own’ when 
it comes to 
human rights 
abuses

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
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Kevin Freking, Washington

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
on yesterday [local time] dan-

gled the prospect of walking away 
from a new trade deal with China 
if it’s not to his liking, just as he 
cut short his summit with North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un when the 
two sides failed to reach an agree-
ment.

Trump spoke on the state of ne-
gotiations with China shortly be-
fore meeting with Republican se-
nators on trade issues. He spoke 
optimistically of the U.S. and Chi-
na being able to reach an agree-
ment, declaring that “China has 
not been doing well. We’ve been 
doing unbelievably well.”

But Trump also seemed to hark 
back to last month’s summit 
when asked whether he prefer-
red that the two parties work out 
a trade deal before he meets with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping or 
whether he’d prefer to work out 
the final details with Xi. Trump 
said he preferred the latter option.

He cautioned that “President Xi 
saw that I’m somebody who belie-
ves in walking when a deal is not 
done.”

Last month, Trump had said 
“sometimes you have to walk” in 
explaining why his summit with 
Kim was abruptly cut short wi-
thout a commitment from North 
Korea to eliminate its nuclear ar-
senal.

“We’re making great deals, or 
we’re not going to make them at 
all. We’re going to go [with] tarif-
fs,” Trump said,

So far, the U.S. has imposed 
tariffs on USD250 billion of Chi-
nese imports. China retaliated 
by slapping duties on about $110 
billion of U.S. goods. Many of 
the tariffs imposed by China tar-
get U.S. farm products such as 
soybeans and pork, contributing 
to a projected 12 percent drop in 
net farm income last year.

Farmers are anxious for the pre-
sident to work out an agreement 
with China as well as for Congress 
to ratify a new trade agreement 
with Canada and Mexico to repla-
ce the North American Free Trade 
Agreement.

“It’s an exciting time in terms of 
trade,” Trump said.

Sen. Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, 
the chairman of the Senate Finan-
ce Committee, said after the Whi-
te House meeting with Trump 
that he urged the president and 
lawmakers “to solve this tariff is-
sue on steel and aluminum.”

Trump imposed tariffs on im-
ported steel and aluminum in 
the name of national security, but 
those tariffs have led to a series 
of retaliatory tariffs from Canada 
and Mexico targeting farm coun-
try. Grassley said no agreements 
or conclusions were reached in 
the meeting.

While Trump portrayed China 
as anxious for a trade deal, his 
former economic adviser, Gary 
Cohn, said he believes it’s the U.S. 
that is “desperate” for an agree-
ment.

“The president needs a win,” 
Cohn said in a Freakonomics Ra-
dio podcast. “The only big open is-
sue right now that he could claim 
as a big win that he’d hope wou-
ld have a big impact on the stock 
market would be a Chinese reso-
lution.”

Cohn helped lead the push for 
the tax cuts that Trump and Re-
publican lawmakers got into law 
in December 2017. But he disa-
grees with Trump on the merits 
of tariffs. He said he often tried 
during his time at the White Hou-
se to convince Trump that tariffs 
made products that Americans 
buy more expensive and hurt the 
economy.

“I was losing the war on tariffs 
every day with the president. I 
knew I wasn’t convincing him I 
was right,” Cohn said. AP

TRADE DEAL

Trump raises 
possibility of 
walking away 
from China deal
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Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

AUSTRALIA 

PM Morrison won’t risk lives 
returning IS refugees from Syria

PHILIPPINES

Water shortage affects more than six million people
MORE than six 

million people have 
been affected by a water 
shortage in large areas of 
the Philippine capital and 
a nearby province, with 
long lines forming for ra-
tioned water and busines-
ses and some hospitals 
struggling to cope after 
faucets ran dry.

A spokesman for Manila 
Water Co. Inc., Jeric Se-
villa, said yesterday that 
water supplies will be cut 
for at least six hours a 
day for an estimated 6.8 
million people in more 
than a million households 
until the rainy season fills 
dams and reservoirs in 
May or June.

The company, one of 
two government-authori-
zed water suppliers in the 
densely populated Manila 
metropolis and nearby Ri-

zal province, said a spike 
in demand and reduced 
water levels in a dam and 
smaller reservoirs in the 
sweltering summer are 
the culprit, exacerbated 
by El Nino weather condi-
tions.

Manila Water, which 
supplies water to the eas-

tern half of the capital, 
initially tried to cope with 
the limited supply by re-
ducing pressure but it 
did not work since some 
communities in hilly areas 
complained of not getting 
water for long hours. The 
company then decided to 
schedule water supply in-

terruptions from yester-
day, Sevilla said.

“The concept is for 
everybody to share the 
burden,” Sevilla said by 
phone. “Nobody wants 
this to happen. The wel-
fare of our customers is 
foremost in our mind and 
we’re taking steps to miti-

gate the situation.”
A company advisory said 

residents in more than 
a dozen cities and towns 
would lose their water su-
pply from six to 21 hours 
a day through the summer 
months and appealed for 
public understanding.

In the hard-hit city of 
Mandaluyong, residents 
lined up for hours with 
pails and water jugs to get 
water from firetrucks. “We 
have no water. It has been 
one week, not a drop in 
our faucet,” said resident 
Richie Baloyo. “There are 
children going to school, 
people need to work, how 
do you expect them to col-
lect water like this?”

Many water-depen-
dent businesses, such as 
car washes and laundry 
shops, have closed tempo-
rarily. Some restaurants 

have started using paper 
plates or porcelain plates 
covered with disposable 
plastic sheets to conserve 
water. Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque III made 
an urgent appeal to relati-
ves of hospital patients to 
“limit the watchers of your 
patients to one” to reduce 
water use.

Congress is to hold in-
quiries next week into the 
cause of the crisis.

The government has 
been blamed for decades 
of delay in constructing 
another dam and other 
related infrastructure. 
Manila Water has been 
criticized for not adequa-
tely preparing for contin-
gencies.

“El Nino is not really the 
culprit,” Sevilla said. “It’s 
actually supply and de-
mand.” AP

Rod McGuirk, Canberra

AUSTRALIA’S prime mi-
nister said yesterday he 

won’t put officials in danger by 
retrieving extremists from the 
Middle East after an Australian 
Islamic State group widow asked 
to bring her children home from 
a Syrian refugee camp.

Prime Minister Scott Morri-
son’s response came after the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp. 
interviewed the woman in one 
of the refugee camps in northern 
Syria where she has lived with 
her toddler son and malnou-
rished 6-month-old daughter 
since they fled the Syrian village 
of Baghouz where the Islamic 
State group has been making its 
last stand.

ABC said the 24-year-old wo-
man refused to confirm her iden-
tity and wore a veil during the 
interview, but it identified her 
yesterday as Zehra Duman.

The woman said her daughter 
needs hospital treatment and she 
wanted to bring her back to Australia.

“Nobody really cares about us 
here, and I understand the an-
ger that they have toward a lot of 
us here,” the woman told ABC, 
referring to the Kurdish autho-
rities’ treatment of tens of thou-
sands of her fellow Islamic State 
supporters in the camps.

“But the kids don’t need to suf-
fer,” she added.

Morrison said Australians who 
take their families to war zones to 

fight with the Islamic State mo-
vement had to take responsibility 
for their actions.

“The great tragedy of those who 
went and joined up with terroris-
ts — to support terrorist causes 
through Daesh and have taken 
their families into warzones 
where they’re basically fighting 
against Australia — is they have 
placed their children in this hor-
rendous position.” Morrison told 
reporters.

“I’m not going to put any Aus-
tralian at risk to try to extract 
people from those situations,” 
he added.

Deakin University security 
expert Greg Barton said the go-
vernment could no longer use 
the excuse of risk for failing to 
repatriate Australian extremis-
ts as Australia rightly did when 
the extremists were in territory 
controlled by Islamic State figh-
ters.

“Care would need to be taken 
bringing her back, but it’s enti-
rely do-able,” Barton said. “We 
more than most countries can 
deal with this.”

Western countries were re-
luctant to bring their nationals 
home from the Middle East sin-
ce the Islamic State caliphate 
collapsed because most coun-
tries struggled to gather eviden-
ce to prove them guilty of an of-
fense, Barton said.

But Australia got around that 
burden of evidence in 2014 when 
a new law made simply being 
inside Islamic State-held terri-
tory in Syria and Iraq a crime 
punishable by 10 years in prison. 
The onus is on Australians who 
visit designated Islamic State- 
held areas to prove they had rea-
sonable excuses.

No one has yet been prosecuted 
under the law.

Barton said Morrison wouldn’t 
bring the family home before 
elections due in May because 
the prime minister thought that 
would be politically unpopular.

Morrison said any Australian 
citizen who returned from su-
pporting Islamic State fighters 
would “face the full force of Aus-
tralian law.”

Opposition leader Bill Shorten, 
whom opinion polls suggest will 
likely be prime minister after 
the May elections, said his party 
would work constructively with 
the government on repatriating 
Australian children from Syria 
without “political point-scoring.”

“We’ll work it through. Do you 
separate kids from their parents? 
Who’s going to look after them?” 
Shorten said to reporters.

Duman said on social media 
she gave up her middle-class 
life in the Australian city of Mel-
bourne where she was part of a 
Turkish-Australian family for 
the battlefields of Syria in late 
2014.

She had followed Islamic Sta-
te soldier Mahmoud Abdullatif 
who had left Melbourne months 
earlier for the Raqqa, the Isla-
mic State movement’s center in 
Syria.

The couple announced their 
wedding online in December 
2014, with a photograph of her 
dowry that included an assault 
rifle. AP
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OFFICIALS 
from India 
and Pakistan 
met yester-

day amid easing ten-
sions to discuss opening 
a visa-free border cros-
sing to allow pilgrims to 
easily visit a Sikh shrine 
just inside Pakistan.

A Pakistani delega-
tion crossed over to the 
Indian side of the land 
border at Wagah-Atta-
ri for the talks. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Faisal hea-
ded the Pakistani dele-
gation. The Indian side 
was led by S.C.L. Das, 
a joint secretary in the 
Home Ministry.

Instead of visas, the 
two countries plan to 
give special permits to 
devotees to access the 
shrine, the Gurdwara 
Darbar Sahib in Pakis-
tan’s Narowal border 
district.

India suggested that 

initially at least 5,000 
pilgrims be allowed to 
visit the Sikh shrine 
every day.  “We have 
also strongly urged them 
to allow the visit of pil-
grims on all seven days a 
week,” the Press Trust of 
India news agency quo-
ted Das as saying.

Guru Nanak, the foun-
der of the Sikh religion, 
settled in what is now 
Pakistan’s Kartarpur, 
where he spent the last 
18 years of his life. The 

shrine was built after 
Guru Nanak died in the 
16th century.

The shrine is visible 
from the Indian side of 
the border. Sikhs often 
gather on bluffs to view 
the site from the Indian 
side.

Yesterday’s meeting 
was held “in a in a cor-
dial environment” and 
the two sides agreed 
to meet again on April 
2, according to a joint 
statement issued after 

the meeting.
“Both sides held de-

tailed and constructive 
discussions on various 
aspects and provisions 
of the proposed agree-
ment and agreed to work 
toward expeditiously 
operationalizing the 
Kartarpur Sahib Corri-
dor,” it said.

It’s unclear how long 
the construction of a bor-
der corridor would take 
or when the crossing 
would actually open. AP

MALAYSIA’S govern-
ment backtracked Wed-

nesday on abolishing capital 
punishment, saying instead 
that the death penalty would 
no longer be mandatory for se-
lected offenses. Rights groups 
slammed the reversal and ur-
ged it to reconsider.

Deputy Law Minister Hani-
pa Maidin made the annou-
ncement in parliament but 
didn’t give any reasons for the 
change. He was quoted by the 
country’s Bernama news agen-
cy as saying the death penalty 
would not be mandatory for 
11 offenses but courts would 
have discretion to impose such 
sentences for those crimes.

N. Surendran, adviser to 
rights group Lawyers for Li-
berty, said it was a “comple-
te U-turn” from the govern-
ment’s announcement in Oc-
tober that it planned to abolish 
the death penalty for all of the 
nearly three dozen offenses for 
which it was applicable.

The total abolition plan had 
been widely praised interna-
tionally and he said the sud-
den reversal was “shocking, 
unprincipled and embarras-
sing.” He said it appeared to 
be motivated by fear of a po-

litical backlash and slammed 
the government for “moral 
cowardice.”

“In short, the government 
sacrificed principle on the al-
tar of political expediency,” he 
said in a statement. He urged 
the government to reconsider 
its decision. He said the death 
penalty is not a deterrent for 
serious crime and noted that 
a wrongful conviction is irre-
versible.

The Malaysian Coalition 
Against the Death Penalty 
echoed the call for the gover-
nment to review its decision. 
The group voiced concern that 
there are no protections for 
the vulnerable and no senten-
cing guidelines for the court to 
consider in deciding whether 
to hand down a death senten-
ce.

“So long as the death penalty 
exists within our system, there 
is no guarantee that an inno-
cent or vulnerable person will 
not be wrongly sentenced and 
executed,” it said.

The two groups also urged 
the government to maintain 
its current moratorium on all 
executions and review the case 
of every prisoner on death 
row. AP

Malaysia backtracks on plans 
to abolish death penaltyIndia, Pakistan to 

discuss border opening
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BRAZIL

School shooting rampage leaves 
eight dead, many wounded
Mauricio Savarese 
& Anna Jean Kaiser, Suzano

TWO masked men armed 
with a gun, knives, axes and 

crossbows descended on a school 
in southern Brazil Wednesday, 
killing five students and two adul-
ts before one killed the other and 
then himself, authorities said.

The men, identified as former 
students at the school in a suburb 
of Sao Paulo, also shot and killed 
the owner of a used car business 
nearby before launching the atta-
ck on the school, authorities said.

Besides the five students, the 
dead included a teacher and a 
school administrator, said Joao 
Camilo Pires de Campos, the sta-
te’s public secretary. Nine others 
were wounded in the school atta-
ck and hospitalized, he said.

“This is the saddest day of my 
life,” de Campos said, speaking 
to reporters outside the school in 
the Sao Paulo suburb of Suzano.

Authorities identified the atta-
ckers as 17-year-old Guilherme 
Taucci Monteiro and 25-year-old 
Henrique de Castro.

“The big question is: What was 
the motivation of these former 
students?” de Campos said.

Monteiro’s mother, Tatiana 
Taucci, offered a possible answer, 
telling Band News while hiding 
her face from the camera that her 
son had been bullied at the school.

“Bullying, they call it. […] He 
stopped going to school […] be-
cause of this,” she said.

She said she was surprised by 
his involvement and found out 

about the attack from the televi-
sion like everyone else.

Minutes before the attack, Mon-
teiro had posted 26 photos on his 
Facebook page, included several 
posing with a gun and one that 
showed him giving the middle 
finger as he looked into the ca-
mera.

In some of the photos, he wore 
a black scarf with a white imprint 
of a skull and cross bones. No text 
accompanied the posts.

By Wednesday afternoon, Face-
book had taken down Monteiro’s 
page.

During the attack, Monteiro 
opened fire with a .38 caliber han-
dgun and de Castro used a cross-
bow, de Campos said, adding that 
forensics would determine how 
each of the victims died.

The attackers were also carrying 
Molotov cocktails, knives and 

small axes, authorities said
“In 34 years as a policeman, it’s 

the first time I see someone use 
a crossbow like that,” police Col. 
Marcelo Salles said. “It is horren-
dous.”

The assailants were trying to 
force their way inside a room 
at the back of the school where 
many students were hiding when 
police arrived. Instead of facing 
police, they took their own lives. 
Monteiro shot de Castro in the 
head and then shot himself, po-
lice said.

Students gathered outside the 
school recounted harrowing at-
tacks and seeing several bodies 
lying in pools of blood.

Kelly Milene Guerra Cardoso, 
16, said she and other students 
took refuge in the school’s cafe-
teria, locked the door and lay on 
the floor.

“We stayed there until the door 
was opened. We thought it was 
the shooters coming to get us, but 
it was the police,” she said. “They 
told us to start running.”

Horacio Pereira Nunes, a retiree 
whose house is next to the school, 
said he heard shots around 10 
a.m.

“Then a lot of kids started 
running out, all screaming,” he 
said. “It didn’t take long until po-
lice arrived.”

The Raul Brasil Professor pu-
blic school has more than 1,600 
students from elementary to high 
school grades, teachers gathered 
outside said.

Latin America’s most populous 
nation has the largest number of 
annual homicides in the world, 
but school shootings are rare.

In 2011, 12 students were killed 
by a gunman who roamed the 

halls of a school in Rio de Janei-
ro, shooting at them.

President Jair Bolsonaro ran on 
a platform that included promi-
ses to crack down on criminals, 
in part by expanding public ac-
cess to guns. Soon after his Jan. 
1 inauguration, Bolsonaro issued 
a decree making it easier to buy 
a gun.

“A monstrosity and cowardness 
without equal,” Bolsonaro wrote 
in a tweet expressing his sympa-
thies for the families of the vic-
tims of the attacks.

Similar to arguments made by 
proponents of less gun regulation 
in the United States, Bolsonaro 
and his supporters argue that ex-
panded access to guns will com-
bat crime.

Sen. Major Olimpio, a member 
of Bolsonaro’s party and a propo-
nent of loosening gun legislation, 
again made that argument hours 
after the rampage.

“We can’t let those who take 
advantage of this tragedy speak 
about how disarmament is the 
solution,” he tweeted, adding: 
“Weak and shameful ‘disarma-
ment farce,’ which gave guns to 
criminals and prevented self- de-
fense.” AP

NIGERIA

Dozens trapped in Lagos school collapse
Sam Olukoya 
& Carley Petesch, Lagos

EMERGENCY crews 
sifted through debris 

as night fell on frantic 
efforts to rescue scores 
of school children and 
others feared trapped 
inside a three-story bui-
lding that collapsed 
Wednesday in Nigeria’s 
densely populated com-
mercial capital, Lagos. At 
least eight people were 
confirmed dead and 37 
others were rescued ali-
ve.

Anguished families 
crowded around the flat-
tened remains of the bui-
lding, which housed an 
elementary school, hol-
ding out hope that more 
children would still be 

found alive in the wre-
ckage.

Scenes of jubilation 
erupted earlier in the day 
when a man was brought 

out alive. But the mood 
shifted dramatically an 
hour later when ano-
ther man was brought 
out dead. The rescue of 

a woman carried to an 
ambulance on a stretcher 
was greeted with cries of, 
“She’s not dead!” in the 
local Yoruba language.

The evening call to 
prayer could be heard 
as hundreds anxious-
ly waited in the city’s 
Ita Faji neighborhood 
trying to help in rescue 
efforts. Using flashlights, 
some people pulled what 
looked like clothing from 
the ruins. In the crowd, a 
baby cried.

As many as 100 children 
had been in the primary 
school on the building’s 
top floors, witnesses said.

“It touches one to lose 
precious lives in any kind 
of mishap, particularly 
those so young and ten-
der,” Nigerian President 

Muhammadu Buhari 
said.

Earlier, Associated 
Press video showed res-
cuers in yellow vests 
carrying dust-covered, 
stunned-looking chil-
dren from the rubble, to 
cheers from hundreds 
who had rushed to the 
scene. But the crowd 
quieted as others were 
pulled out slung over res-
cuers’ shoulders, unmo-
ving.

The children were hur-
ried to ambulances. One 
man pressed his hands to 
a passing survivor’s head 
in blessing.

More equipment was 
brought in as nightfall 
approached. National 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency spokesman 

Ibrahim Farinloye said 
37 people had been pul-
led out alive, while eight 
bodies were recovered 
from the ruins. An unk-
nown number remained 
missing.

It was not immediately 
clear why the building 
collapsed, but such di-
sasters are all too com-
mon in Nigeria, where 
new construction often 
goes up without regula-
tory oversight and floors 
are added to already uns-
table buildings.

Lagos state Gov. 
Akinwunmi Ambode said 
the building, which had 
been marked for demoli-
tion, was classified as re-
sidential and the school 
was operating illegally on 
the top two floors.

He promised a full in-
vestigation once rescue 
operations were conclu-
ded and vowed that tho-
se responsible would be 
prosecuted. AP

 Minutes 
before the 
attack, 
Monteiro had 
posted 26 
photos on 
his Facebook 
page, included 
several posing 
with a gun 
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A fire at a crematorium in southern Germany has 
caused significant damage to the building — but the 
20 bodies stored inside remained intact.

German news agency dpa reported yesterday that 
the cause of the overnight fire in Schwaebisch Hall, 
about 175 kilometers southeast of Frankfurt, was still 
being investigated.

Dpa quoted regional police saying the bodies were 
largely unharmed by the blaze, which is estimated to 
have caused about 1.5 million euros (USD1.7 million) 
in damages.

 Offbeat
germany: crematorium goes up 
in flames, bodies survive

Britain has strongly condemned the Iraqi authorities 
over the execution of The Observer journalist Farzad 
Bazoft in Baghdad.

Mr Bazoft - who came to live in Britain from Iran in the 
1980s - was convicted by the Iraqis of spying four days 
ago. He was hanged at dawn after a last minute appeal 
for clemency from the British prime minister, Margaret 
Thatcher, failed.

In the Commons this afternoon, Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Britain’s ambassador to Iraq was 
being recalled and all visits to the country have been 
suspended.

But Mr Hurd stopped short of cutting off diplomatic re-
lations with Iraq. He said it was important to keep dialo-
gue alive with the Iraqis for the sake of the 2,000 Britons 
living in Iraq, including Mr Bazoft’s alleged accomplice, 
British nurse Daphne Parish.

Mr Bazoft and Mrs Parish were arrested last Septem-
ber after visiting a top secret military installation south 
of Baghdad.

The Observer journalist was investigating reports of an 
explosion at the plant, which had reportedly left hun-
dreds dead. He asked Mrs Parish to give him a lift in 
her car.

He was convicted of spying and sentenced to death by 
a revolutionary court. Mrs Parish was jailed for 15 years.

The British Consul General in Baghdad, Robin Kealy, 
was Mr Bazoft’s last visitor before his execution.

He said: “He was looking hollow-eyed and subdued, 
not surprisingly. He passed on a last written message 
and a number of oral messages to friends and collea-
gues... He repeated that he had been a journalist going 
after a scoop.”

The Iraqi ambassador in France said British appeals for 
clemency fell on deaf ears because officials used “threa-
tening terms and blackmail”.

Prayers for Mr Bazoft were said today at the offices of 
The Observer in London. Later staff gathered outside the 
Iraqi embassy to register their silent protest.

The daughter of Mrs Parish, Michelle de Vries, has su-
pported the government’s decision to keep diplomatic 
channels open. She hopes to be able to secure the early 
release of her mother.

She said: “It is far too early to know what implications 
today’s events will have on my mother. All I can do is 
hope and pray she receives the clemency not afforded 
to poor Mr Bazoft.”

Courtesy BBC News

1990 observer journalist
  executed in iraq

Mrs Thatcher called the execution of Mr Bazoft “an act of barba-
rism”.
The European Parliament also condemned the execution but 
stopped short of cutting diplomatic and trade relations. The UN 
Secretary General expressed his deep regret.
But Britain was not prepared to cut diplomatic ties and trade be-
tween Britain and Iraq continued.
Many British firms were benefiting from the reconstruction work 
taking place in Iraq following the war with Iran.
Daphne Parish was released on 16 July 1990.
On 2 August 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, starting the Gulf War. 
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Telejornal (Repetição) 
RTPi Directo

Zig Zag 
Beo and Peno Sr.2 
Chai Chai 
Portugal Selvagem 
Visita Guiada Sr.2 
Culinária Portuguesa 
Culinária Portuguesa 
TDM News (Repetição) 
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 
IPMA - International Portuguese Music Awards 
Linha da Frente 
Mendes.Come 
Animais Anónimos 
Joker 
Cosido à Mão Sr.2 - Estreia 
Telejornal 
Parker 
TDM News 
Cá Por Casa Sr.2 
Telejornal (Repetição) 
RTPi Directo 

in context

cinema
cineteatro
14 - 20 Mar

CAPTAIN MARVEL
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30 pm
Director: Anna Boden, Ryan Fleck
Starring: Brie Larson, Samuel L. Jackson, Ben Mendelsohn
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 124min

ESCAPE ROOM
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Adam Robitel
Starring:  Taylor Russell, Logan Miller, Jay Ellis
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 99min

DRAGON BALL SUPER BROLY
room 3
2:30, 7:30pm
Director: Tatsuya Nagamine
Starring: Masako Nozawa, Aya Hisakawa, Ryô Horikawa
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 100min

KAMEN RIDER HEISEI GENERATIONS FPREVER
room 3
4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Kyohei Yamaguchi
Starring: Eiji Akaso, Shunsuke Daitô, Nayuta Fukuzaki
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English) 
Duration: 100min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Intersects; 5- Sponge gently; 10- Expose; 14- Internet writing 

system that popularized “pwn3d” and “n00b”; 15- Low-budget prefix; 16- French 
summers; 17- Butter substitute; 18- Kofi of the U.N.; 19- Purina competitor; 20- 
Mollifying; 22- Squeeze; 23- The Way; 24- Hula hoop; 25- Doctors; 29- Person 
who rows; 33- Circular; 34- Small horse; 36- Circle overhead?; 37- Completely; 
38- Stories; 39- Cooking container; 40- Soviet news service; 42- ___ even keel; 
43- 1957 hit for the Bobbettes; 45- Charms; 47- Wife of a duke; 49- Kimono sash; 
50- Kung ___ chicken; 51- Divisions politiques; 54- Farthest aft; 60- Foolhardy; 
61- Snapshot; 62- Big cheese; 63- Microscopic arachnid; 64- Look after; 65- Do 
___ others...; 66- Banned apple spray; 67- 1978 Nobel sharer; 68- Backtalk;
 
DOWN: 1- Lump of earth; 2- River to the Ubangi; 3- Swarm; 4- Fatten; 5- Church 
official; 6- Complexion woe; 7- Beethoven’s birthplace; 8- Med school subj.; 9- 
Large amount; 10- Surly; 11- Salt tree; 
12- Workout count; 13- Those, to Juan; 
21- Hog fat; 22- For each; 24- Puts down; 
25- Angry; 26- Pitcher Ryan; 27- Home 
of Oral Roberts University; 28- Bridges; 
29- Without a break; 30- Sap tree; 31- 
Emollient-yielding plants; 32- Short 
messages; 35- Pay ending; 38- Amos 
or Spelling; 41- Suffocate; 43- Thom of 
footwear; 44- Equilateral parallelogram; 
46- Delivery room docs; 48- Dig out the 
whole plant; 51- Columnist Bombeck; 
52- Follow; 53- Nick and Nora’s pet; 
54- Queens stadium; 55- Pigeon- ___; 
56- Jazz singer James; 57- Geraldine 
Chaplin’s mother; 58- Retired fliers; 59- 
General ___ chicken; 61- Ltr. additions;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

WEATHER

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

-7
4
6
6
10

cloudy/flurry
moderaterain

drizzle
drizzle/overcast

cloudy/thundershower

4
-9
5
-5
3
2
12
11
8
7
7
7
8
15
16
17

13
4

14
4

20
15
17
14
23
19
19
22
19
18
22
20

2
14
16
15
14

cloudy
cloudy/clear

clear
foggy/clear

cloudy
overcast/cloudy

clear
drizzle/overcast

cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear

cloudy
cloudy

clear
drizzle/cloudy

drizzle/overcast
drizzle/cloudy

YOUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Someone needs your help -- but 
they may not know how to ask you. 
Make sure that you’re really paying 
attention as you move through the 
day, as you can score bonus karma 
points!

April 20-May 20
You finally get that one friend or 
family member who’s been so odd 
lately — and the explanation is 
likely simpler than you would have 
thought. Just reach out and let them 
know you’re savvy.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You need to really hunker down 
and focus on communication today 
— in all its creative forms. Your 
energy is better spent on poetry 
than on drafting that email to get 
a new job.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need to enjoy what you’ve got 
today — your energy is terrific, and 
almost anything you choose to do 
should make life sweeter and more 
enjoyable for you and your people. 
Go for it!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Nothing is quite clear today — you 
need to take a big step back before 
you can make sense of anything. 
That could work to your advantage, 
though, as you may spot details 
you’d never have seen otherwise.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Not much gets done today — which 
could mean that you just need to deal 
with a backlog later. There’s nothing 
wrong with that, especially as fighting 
too hard against today’s pace could 
result in moving backward!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You need to stay flexible and enjoy 
life’s little treasures — there’s no 
sense in wailing over every little 
thing that goes wrong today! All 
should return to balance soon, and 
no one knows that better than you.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your artistic license just got 
renewed — make the most of it! 
All this great energy should make 
you a hit with your colleagues or 
friends, as long as you’re free with 
your ideas.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Try something totally new today 
— it could be almost anything! 
Your personal energy is somewhat 
restless and seeking new inspiration. 
A new friend, a random website or 
even a cloud can give it to you!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You have got to make social 
connections today — though not 
necessarily new ones. Reach out 
to old friends (even old flames, 
possibly) to see if you’ve still got 
anything to talk about.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’ve got to rethink things a bit — 
but your great energy helps you do 
just that with ease. See if you can get 
your friends to pitch you new ideas 
for transformative activities. Use 
them all!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Take a chance on that new volunteer 
opportunity or charity pitch, even if 
it doesn’t quite seem right — you can 
always back off later if it falls apart. 
You need to give back on a day like 
today.

  Aquarius Pisces
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RUGBY | SIX NATIONS

France make six changes 
for Italy test in Rome

FOOTBALL

Ronaldo inspires praise, and more goals, from Messi
NOW playing in diffe-

rent countries, Lio-
nel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo still find ways to 
inspire one another to new 
heights.

Ronaldo captured the at-
tention of the soccer world 
this week when he scored a 
hat trick to lead Juventus 
past Atletico Madrid and 
into the Champions Lea-
gue quarterfinals.

Not to be outdone, Messi 
responded a day later by 
scoring twice and provi-
ding two assists to turn a 
balanced matchup against 
Lyon into a 5-1 blowout.

But while the talent gap 
between them is almost 
imperceptible, their public 
displays remain unmis-
takably dissimilar.

Ronaldo used an obscene 
gesture, mimicking a si-

milar one by Atletico coa-
ch Diego Simeone during 
the first leg, after the final 
whistle of the 3-0 win in 
Turin.

When asked about his 
goals, Ronaldo said “that’s 
why Juventus signed me.”

Messi, in contrast, 
followed up his outstan-

ding performance by prai-
sing Ronaldo.

“What Cristiano and Ju-
ventus did was incredible,” 
Messi said after yester-
day’s win at Camp Nou. 
“I was surprised because 
I honestly thought Atleti-
co would be stronger, but 
Juventus ran over them. 

Juventus is very power-
ful and besides that it has 
Cristiano, who had a ma-
gical night with his three 
goals.”

Messi worked a bit of his 
usual magic as well.

The Argentina forward 
gave his team the lead 
against Lyon with an early 

penalty. And just when the 
French team pulled a goal 
back for 2-1 and was pres-
sing for a draw that would 
have sent them through, 
Messi took control by sco-
ring a solo goal when he 
wrong-footed a pair of 
defenders. He then set up 
two more goals.

“We did everything we 
could to stop [Messi], but 
when he is playing like this 
he is one of the best players 
of all time,” Lyon coach 
Bruno Genesio said. “He 
was like Ronaldo. He put 
the team on his shoulders.”

Messi and Ronaldo due-
led for nine years in the 
Spanish league before the 
Portugal forward opted to 
move to Juventus. Despite 
facing off directly in two 
league matches each sea-
son, they also met several 
times in other competi-
tions and were constantly 
compared, week in, week 
out.

With the Champions 
League now down to the 
final eight, they could be 
back on the same field 
soon. The quarterfinal 
draw is today. AP

FRANCE coach Jacques 
Brunel kept faith with 
his captain while tinke-
ring with his lineup again 

to make six changes to his team 
ahead of the Six Nations match 
against Italy in Rome.

Following a report in L’Equi-
pe newspaper that Brunel tried 
to take the captaincy away from 
Guilhem Guirado after England 
humiliated them 44-8 a month 
ago, Brunel said the hooker will 
remain captain until the end of 
the Rugby World Cup in Japan 
this year.

“I have been knowing him for 12 
years,” Brunel told a news confe-
rence. “After England, the staff, 
our game, our training sessions 
and our captain have been ques-
tioned. Guilhem has been further 
reinforced as captain.”

Guirado will lead a side whi-
ch has won only once, against 
Scotland 27-10 last month in Pa-
ris. Last Sunday, France was flat-
tered to lose to Ireland by only 26-
14 in Dublin.

Wesley Fofana will start in mid-
field in place of Gael Fickou at Sta-
dio Olimpico tomorrow, and Ma-
xime Medard will be at fullback 
as France try to finish the tourna-
ment on a positive note following 
another disappointing campaign.

Up front, injured prop Jeffer-
son Poirot is replaced by Etienne 
Falgoux, who earns his first start 
with the Tricolors. Paul Willemse 
returns in the second row while 
Gregory Alldritt and Yacouba Ca-
mara start in the back row.

Brunel stuck with the halfback 
pairing of Antoine Dupont and 
Romain Ntamack, with the latter 
in charge of the kicking duties.

“He has been training and ki-
cking well, I trust him,” Brunel 
said.

France has won its last five ma-
tchups with Italy, but though the 
Italians will finish with the woo-
den spoon, they have been tough 
at home, giving scares to Ireland 
and Wales.

“We know this match will be dif-
ficult,” Brunel said. “Some Italians 
are playing their last [internatio-
nal] match, they will try to surpass 
themselves.

“We want to show a different face 
this week, but the results speak for 
themselves. We are not at the level 
of some of the other teams in this 
championship.

“We haven’t fixed everything, 
of course there are still things we 

need to work on. We will carry on, 
working hard and with the World 
Cup to come, we are hopeful we 
can get it right.”

Brunel has won just four mat-
ches out of 15 since he was appoin-
ted coach in January last year.

WALES UNCHANGED
FOR IRELAND

Wales is unchanged for its Six 
Nations Grand Glam tilt against 
Ireland in Cardiff.

The same matchday 23 whi-
ch overcame Scotland 18-11 last 
weekend in Edinburgh was picked 
on Thursday to face the Irish.

Fullback Liam Williams was pas-
sed fit after leaving the Scotland 
game prematurely because of a 
stinger in his right shoulder.

Captain Alun Wyn Jones will 
equal countryman Gethin Jenkins’ 
test caps record of 134 (125 Wales, 
nine British and Irish Lions) to lie 

joint fifth on the all-time caps list.
Wales has won a national-record 

13 straight tests. Its last loss was to 
Ireland in February 2018.

The match also marks the 50th 
and last in the championship for 
Warren Gatland as Wales coach. 
He is stepping down after the Ru-
gby World Cup this year.

“These players are on a very good 
run, they are a hugely impressi-
ve group, and they deserve to be 
going into the final weekend with 
everything to play for,” Gatland 
said in a statement.

“It is a great reward for them for 
the hard work they have put in, 
and we are all looking forward to 
what is going to be a huge game.

“For a number of us as coaches, 
this is our last Six Nations game, 
and the fact that it is in Cardiff is 
extra special. There is bound to be 
a bit of emotion and that is some-
thing to embrace.” AP

France lineup
Maxime Medard,
Damian Penaud, 
Mathieu Bastareaud, 
Wesley Fofana, 
Yoann Huget, 
Romain Ntamack, 
Antoine Dupont; 
Louis Picamoles, 
Yacouba Camara, 
Gregory Alldritt, 
Paul Willemse, 
Felix Lambey, 
Demba Bamba, 
Guilhem Guirado (captain), 
Etienne Falgoux. 
Reserves: Camille Chat, 
Dany Priso,
Dorian Aldegheri,
Paul Gabrillagues, 
Arthur Iturria, 
Baptiste Serin, 
Camille Lopez, 
Thomas Ramos.

Wales lineup
Liam Williams, 
George North, 
Jonathan Davies, 
Hadleigh Parkes, 
Josh Adams, 
Gareth Anscombe, 
Gareth Davies; 
Ross Moriarty, 
Justin Tipuric, 
Josh Navidi, 
Alun Wyn Jones (captain), 
Adam Beard, 
Tomas Francis, 
Ken Owens, 
Rob Evans. 
Reserves: Elliot Dee, 
Nicky Smith, 
Dillon Lewis, 
Jake Ball, 
Aaron Wainwright, 
Aled Davies, 
Dan Biggar, 
Owen Watkin.
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New ZealaNd politiciaN puNched iN 
face while walkiNg to work

A New Zealand government minis-
ter said he was punched in the face 
while walking to work in an attack 
that’s rare in a country where politi-
cians often mingle with the public in 
stores, bars and sports arenas.

James Shaw, the climate change 
minister and co-leader of the Green 
Party, was walking past Welling-
ton’s Botanic Garden just before 8 

a.m. yesterday when a man started 
talking to him before grabbing him 
and punching him several times.

Two people came along to help 
and the man jumped in a vehicle 
and drove away. Shaw suffered a 
black eye and grazes on his wrist, 
Stevens said.

Police said a 47-year-old man was 
arrested.
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Labour protection: 
no vaLue in vaLues

Macau residents would not have been surprised 
by the Times’ exposé (Special Report March 8) of 
the conditions our most vulnerable workers are at 
times forced to accept. The Labour Affairs Bureau 
has been handling cases of security guards made 
to surrender acceptable contractual terms and con-
ditions. It was reported that some had worked up to 
24 hours continuously and others had not been ade-
quately compensated for overtime or for working on 
what should have been days off. 

These are the unskilled workers from less fortu-
nate economies. With fewer opportunities at home, 
they seek jobs in one of the wealthiest nations 
on the planet - in 2017 Macau ranked 4th in per 
capita GDP (PPP) globally. Behind each in a job 
stands a line of others ready to take the position. 
The never-ending supply, low skill requirements, lax 
labour protection, and blind eyes being turned all 
go to creating a power imbalance in this sector of 
the labour market.  For some employers there is no 
value in values, if values undermine the bottom line. 
Economic rankings might define a first world nation 
but unfortunately it does not guarantee ethical stan-
dards or humanitarian values.

The report’s first message was the lack of adequa-
te protection for non-resident workers. Long have 
we heard of the appalling conditions and treatment 
suffered by some domestic helpers. Regulating 
human behaviour behind private doors is certainly 
challenging, but one would expect the more visib-
le conditions of security guards employed by large 
firms to be less at risk. The report confirms that the 
blame can be laid not so much at the feet of the 
exploitative employer, but with a system that readily 
allows such behaviour to go unchecked.

The institutions that could have facilitated equitab-
le labour protection have continuously disregarded 
the plight of the disposable non-resident worker 
year after year. In their eyes the local resident has 
always been most deserving of attention; any su-
ggestion that labour protections should extend to 
non-resident workers has risked being perceived 
as undermining the rights of the local worker and is 
a politically fraught position to take. Yet again, the 
structural discriminatory practices and values of our 
community rear their ugly heads.

Labour protections should cover workers in an 
employment relationship regardless of their visa 
status.

The idea that there is a voluntary-work loophole 
(“the law doesn’t have a limit on voluntary work”) 
whilst a worker is in a paid employment relationship 
is a nonsense. The use of waivers to relinquish ri-
ghts under contract or under minimum labour stan-
dards is also a nonsense, and is clearly against the 
law (Labour Relations Law, Article 14, paragraph 
2). Any institution that allows such a namby-pamby, 
wishy-washy system of pseudo-contractual obli-
gations is abrogating its responsibility under Inter-
national Labour Organization conventions, which 
explicitly apply to Macau. 

Migrant groups have been calling for more pro-
tection. Rights to bargain collectively and to have 
minimum standards protected are required be in 
place to safeguard all workers (ILO convention No. 
98), but non-residents remain powerless and they 
sorely need an advocate. It is not as if the law does 
not give non-resident workers “equal treatment to 
resident workers, in regards to rights, obligations 
and working conditions”, it does (Article 2 of Law 
No. 21/2009). One additional problem lies with an 
issue similar to that of the gender-pay gap: the di-
fferent groups do different jobs. A sufficient-protec-
tion test would be whether a local resident would 
be prepared to do the same job under the same 
conditions as a non-resident worker. The fact that 
resident workers demand and are in an unquestio-
ned privileged position is precisely the reason why 
non-resident workers warrant additional protection 
against exploitative employers and a weak system. 

I would argue that under the Principle of Equality 
in the Macau Labour Law that non-resident workers 
are indeed one of the “social groups in need of spe-
cial protection”. 

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

PHILIPPINES Everyone 
on a Taiwanese plane 
has disembarked 
safely after one of the 
plane’s wheels got 
stuck in the grass off 
a Philippine runway. 
All the 122 passengers 
and an unspecified 
number of crewmen 
were safe and the Far 
Eastern Air Transport 
plane was towed to 
the airport terminal in 
central Kalibo town for 
inspection.

BRAZIL Classmates, 
friends and families 
of the victims of a 
mass shooting at a 
school began saying 
goodbye yesterday, with 
thousands attending a 
wake in this devastated 
Sao Paulo suburb while 
authorities worked to 
understand what drove 
two former students 
to attack with a gun, 
crossbows and small 
axes. More on p14

USA Donald Trump said 
yesterday that Britain’s 
debate over leaving 
the European Union is 
“tearing the country 
apart.” Trump said 
he’s “surprised at how 
badly” the negotiations 
have been handled. 
Trump, who sees himself 
as a master deal-maker, 
said he gave advice to 
Theresa May but that 
she didn’t listen to him.

NEW YORK The reputed 
boss of Gambino’s 
crime family Francesco 
“Franky Boy” Cali was 
gunned down outside 
his home, dying a virtual 
unknown compared 
with his swaggering 
1980s-era predecessor 
John Gotti. Cali, 53, 
was found with multiple 
gunshot wounds at his 
red-brick colonial-style 
house on Staten Island 
and was pronounced 
dead at a hospital.

Eileen Ng, Shah Alam

MALAYSIA’s attor-
ney-general ordered 

the murder case to proceed 
against a Vietnamese wo-
man accused in the killing of 
the estranged half brother of 
North Korea’s leader, prose-
cutors said in court yester-
day.

Prosecutor Iskandar 
Ahmad gave no explanation 
for the refusal to drop the 
murder charge against Doan 
Thi Huong, who is the only 
suspect in custody after the 
stunning decision Monday 
to drop the case against In-
donesian Siti Aisyah.

The decision to move 
forward with Huong’s case 
was slammed by both her 
lawyer and Vietnam’s am-
bassador, who had hoped 
she would be given the same 
leniency as Aisyah.

Ambassador Le Quy Quy-
nh said he was “very disa-
ppointed” with the decision. 
He said Vietnam’s justice 
minister had written to the 
Malaysian attorney-general 
seeking Huong’s release and 
that Vietnam would keep lo-
bbying Malaysia to free her.

“We will request Malaysia 
to have fair judgment and 
release her as soon as possi-
ble,” he said.

Huong’s lawyer Hisyam 
Teh Poh Teik was more 
blunt, telling the court the 
decision was “perverse.” He 
said prosecutors were being 
unfair to Huong as her case 
was similar to Aisyah.

“Very obviously, there is 
discrimination. The AG 

favored one party to the 
other,” Teh said.

Huong and Aisyah were ac-
cused of smearing the toxic 
VX nerve agent on Kim Jong 
Nam’s face in an airport 
terminal in Kuala Lumpur 
on Feb. 13, 2017. They have 
said they thought they were 
taking part in a harmless 
prank for a TV show.

They were the only people 
in custody after four Nor-
th Korean suspects fled the 
country the same morning 
Kim was killed. Both women 
were charged separately but 
the charge against them is 
the same: That they had 
colluded with the four North 
Korean suspects to murder 
Kim.

A High Court judge last 
August had found there was 
enough evidence to infer 
that Aisyah, Huong and the 
four North Koreans engaged 
in a “well-planned conspira-
cy” to kill Kim.

Lawyers for the women ar-
gued that they were pawns 
in a political. Intent to kill is 
crucial to a murder charge 
under Malaysian law.

Huong’s lawyer sought a 
deferment of the trial yester-
day, saying she was unwell 
and needed medical treat-
ment. He said Huong only 
slept an hour a night since 
Aisyah’s release and was not 
in a position to testify.

When asked by the judge 
if she was unwell, Huong 
stood in the dock and said 
she suffered from tension 
and stress.

“I have no idea what is 
going on,” a tired and pale- 

looking Huong, who was 
wrapped in a red headscarf 
and a coat, said through an 
interpreter.

The judge agreed to pos-
tpone the trial until April 1 
but warned there should be 
no more delay. The defense 
phase of the trial was to have 
begun Monday.

Huong was sobbing as she 
spoke to Vietnamese Em-
bassy officials after yester-
day’s court hearing ended.

In Huong’s village in Viet-
nam, her family was crest-
fallen.

“I had hoped for good news 
today, but unfortunately 
there is none. I’m very sad 
and disappointed. I had ho-
ped my daughter would be 
freed like the Indonesian 
woman,” said her 66-year- 
old father Doan Van Thanh.

He said he believes his 
daughter is innocent and 
told her to “stay calm and 
hope for the best outcome.”

Huong’s stepmother, 
Nguyen Thi Vy, was in tears 
as she slammed the court’s 
decision.

“It’s so unfair. They were 
together, did the same 
thing,” she said.

Huong could face a death 
sentence if she is convicted.

Naran Singh, another 
lawyer for Huong, said it 
was very rare for the attor-
ney-general to drop a mur-
der case after the judge had 
called for their defense. He 
urged the attorney-general 
to be transparent and ex-
plain why he dropped the 
case against Aisyah but not 
Huong. AP

MACAU’S KIM MURDER TRIAL

Malaysia won’t drop case 
against Vietnamese suspect
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I have no 
idea what 
is going on.

DOAN THI HUONG


