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CHINA'’s central bank
had an odd warning
yesterday: Please don’t
burn fake yuan notes.
Today, millions of
Chinese will celebrate
Qingming (Cheng Ming)
Festival, the tomb-
sweeping holiday,
holding memorials for
deceased relatives.
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AVIATION

Two new routes to launch at
Macau Int’l Airport this quarter

Lynzy Valles

'WO new routes, including

a direct flight from Muan,
South Korea to Macau laun-
ching this month, are expected
in the second quarter says Eric
Fong, director of the Marketing
Department of Macau Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIA).

Fong, who spoke on the side-
lines of a breakfast talk orga-
nized by the British Business
Association of Macao, said
that the airport was still eyeing
carriers in order to open new
destinations in Southeast Asia,
without revealing the total
number of new flights that will
operate from the SAR this year.

Fong also did not disclose the
dates the two new routes will
commence.

Air Macau is set to increase
the size of their fleet and plan
to add more frequent flights
to Japan and mainland Chi-
na according to Fong, adding
that China Eastern Airlines
is planning to add Macau as a
new destination.

BLOOMBERG

With Air Macau’s 25-year con-
cession agreement set to expire
November 2020, the executive
revealed that there are a num-
ber of airlines that are in initial
talks with the airport, inclu-
ding budget airline AirAsia and
Xiamen Airlines.

“Currently, we have several
airlines that are interested [...]

but these are [still] initial talks
and they just gave us some ex-
pectations. What’s more im-
portant is to follow the gover-
nment’s [requirements],” Fong
told the press.

Commenting on the 26 berths
currently at the local airport,
22 of which are used by Air
Macau, Fong hinted that the

Aviation authority reviews

airport penalty after

security breaches

HE Civil Aviation Autho-

rity (AACM) is reviewing
the penalty imposed on the
Macau Airport Company,
which operates the Macau
International Airport (MIA),
according to a statement re-
leased by the AACM.

Earlier this week, the
AACM issued a reply to me-
dia enquiries about two avia-
tion security violation cases.

“The cases of two passen-
gers entering the airport’s
restricted area without au-
thorization and eventually
being stopped by the police
and by airport staff a few
days ago, are indeed viola-
tions of the airport’s securi-
ty requirements,” the AACM
said.

Preliminary reports with
factual accounts of the two
incidents were filed with the

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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AACM by CAM on Tuesday.
The AACM has also asked
CAM to submit a final inves-
tigation report, which states
the root causes of the inci-
dents and the corrective ac-
tions taken within 30 days of
the occurrences.

Meanwhile, pending the
submission of the report,
the AACM has also started
its own investigation into
the two cases.

“We will study the penalty
imposed on the airport ow-
ner should we decide that
such a penalty is deemed ne-
cessary after our investiga-
tion,” the AACM’s statement
reads.

In two separate cases re-
ported by the Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP), two
tourists, one from mainland
China and another from

T 4 MacauDaily mrimamsn

South Korea, were detained
by police authorities after
entering restricted areas
of the Macau International
Airport without authoriza-
tion.

Secretary  for  Security
Wong Sio Chak said in an
interview that the incidents
constituted security brea-
ches and it was totally unac-
ceptable that the staff on
duty at the security control
check gate told the PSP that
they were not sure if one
of the trespassers had pas-
sed through or not, as there
were too many people.

Wong also said that if the
airport could not provide a
reasonable explanation re-
garding the situation, the
PSP will punish the security
company according to the
law. JZ

airport would try to work with
carriers to optimize parking
once the local carrier ends its
exclusive concession.
Regarding the South Expan-
sion Project of the Terminal
Building, Fong reiterated that
it would raise the maximum
passenger capacity per year
from 7.8 million to 10 million,

adding three more loading bri-
dges.

Set to be completed by 2020,
Fong did not provide details on
acquiring approval of the mas-
ter plan from the central gover-
nment.

“That will be another issue
because our airport also works
for the Civil Aviation Authori-
ty. [....] We will fully support
how they want to expand in the
future,” the marketing director
said.

Commenting on the airport’s
interest in long-haul flights,
Fong remarked, “we have seve-
ral destinations that we would
like to consider [including]
Australia and India. [We will
also] see if there is any poten-
tial to do charter services.”

The executive also clarified
that Turkish Airlines — which
was in negotiations with the
airport to operate a commer-
cial flight between Macau and
Istanbul — has postponed its
plans of establishing connec-
tions between the cities.

“We are still working closely
with Turkish Airlines. For this
year, they will not consider it
because they have another is-
sue for 2020 [but] Macau is an
opportunity,” Fong said.

Currently, there are a total of
28 airlines flying to 54 desti-
nations from MIA, 18 of which
are legacy airlines, while 10 are
budget carriers.

2.33 million air

passengers in first quarter

Staff reporter

HE Macau

International
Airport (MIA) has
served more pas-
sengers this past
quarter compared
to the same period
last year, the air-
port noted.

The airport han-
dled 2.33 million
passengers in the
first quarter of
this year. Com-
pared with same
period last year,
there has been a 17
percent increase.
There was a total
of 18,000 flight
movements in the
first quarter, ave-
raging 205 move-
ments and 25,000

passengers per
day.
An increase in
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passenger num-
bers was also re-
corded in the three
major  markets,
namely mainland
China, Southeast
Asia and Taiwan,
with 28 percent,
14 percent and 4
percent increa-
ses respectively.
Approximately 11
percent and 29
percent more pas-
sengers travelled
with conventional
and budget airli-
nes respectively.

Work on a shu-
ttle route between
the Macau port
of the Hong Kon-
g-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge and the air-
port, as well as a
check-in center, is
underway. There
are also self check-
-in kiosks availab-

le in the airport’s
check-in area.

Despite the ri-
sing number of
passengers using
the Macau airport,
the runway is yet
to reach its full ca-
pacity.

In response to
public  concerns
about the need for
another runway,
the airport noted
that the current
workload of the
runway amounts
to approximately
75 percent of its
full capacity. By
further narrowing
the intervals be-
tween flights
flying in and out
— from the cur-
rent 5 minutes to
3 minutes — the
runway will be be-
tter utilized.

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com

SECRETARY Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com

For subscription and general issues:

general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



fri 05.04.2019

T 4 MacauDainfmﬁagw

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

B

EGAL veteran Paulo

Taipa, who until the

end of the last year

was a long-standing
advisor to Macau’s Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL), has been
hired to a new role in Portu-
gal’s ministry for homeland
security, the Times has lear-
ned.

Taipa started in his new
role as political and legal ad-
visor to the Adjunct Secre-
tary of State Isabel Oneto on
Tuesday. Oneto’s authority is
equivalent to a vice-minister,
and her office is concerned
with homeland security ser-
vices, for example territorial
matters and police and fire
services.

The appointment, which
will shortly be published in
Portugal’s Official Gazet-
te, Diario da Republica, was
confirmed yesterday by a Lis-
bon cabinet source.

Taipa joined the Legislati-
ve Assembly in 2001, when
Susana Chou was presiding
over the first post-handover
legislature. There he served
in his advisory role for al-
most 17 years before he was
dismissed — suddenly and
without reasonable cause -
by the decision of incumbent
Legislative Assembly Presi-
dent Ho Iat Seng in August.

Taipa’s colleague, Paulo

BACK IN BUSINESS

Paulo Taipa lands new job in

Portuguese government

Cardinal, who had served at
the AL since 1992, was also
removed from his post in the
same notice issued by the Le-
gislative Assembly’s board.
The two Portuguese advi-
sors were notified via letter
that their contracts would
not be renewed and that their
work at the Legislative As-

sembly would cease by Dec.
31, 2018. The letters did not
state the reason for their ter-
minations.

Neither did AL board presi-
dent Ho Iat Seng, who, asked
several times about the de-
cision, has refused to clarify
why the veteran legal advi-
sors were asked to move on.

Paulo Taipa (left) and Paulo Cardinal

In a letter to legislators who
demanded an explanation in
November, Ho merely ad-
vised that the Assembly’s
advisory council remained
well-staffed with “consultant
coordinators, counselors,
technician counselors and
other law personnel.”

Their dismissal will not have

any negative influence on the
work of the AL, Ho wrote in
his reply to legislators, and
therefore there he has “no-
thing further to explain” and
there was “no need [for the
legislators] to be concerned
about this issue.”

But concerned lawmakers
were and speculation among
the legal and political com-
munities was rife for months
after the contract termina-
tions.

Legislator Sulu Sou descri-
bed the non-renewal of the
legal advisors’ contracts as
tantamount to a “dismissal
in disguise” and, during the
final days of the last legisla-
tive session, cited lawyer and
former lawmaker Leonel Al-
ves: “Nobody can understand
which [reason] of public in-
terest is so relevant that does
not allow the renewal of their
contracts. Discretionary
power should not be confu-
sed with arbitrary power.” DB
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GAMING

Genting and Sands pledge USD6.7
billion for Singapore casinos

AS Vegas Sands Corp.

and Genting Singapore
Ltd. pledged to invest SGD9g
billion (USD6.7 billion) in
tourist attractions in Singa-
pore, which extended their
exclusive licenses to operate
casinos until 2030.

The moves come with Sin-
gapore attracting record tou-
rist numbers even as its pace
of hotel expansion slows. In
part boosted by the hit mo-
vie “Crazy Rich Asians” and
the hosting of a summit be-
tween U.S. President Donald
Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, visitor
arrivals in the city-state last
year jumped 6.2 percent to

UN identifies need for

18.5 million, data from the
Singapore Tourism Board
show. Receipts increased 1
percent to SGD27.1 billion.
Las Vegas Sands’ Singapo-
re venture will build a four-
th tower to its Marina Bay
Sands resort and construct
a new entertainment are-
na, while Genting’s Resorts
World Sentosa will build two
new theme zones and enlar-
ge its aquarium, according
to a statement from the Mi-
nistry of Trade and Industry
and other government agen-
cies. The additional invest-
ments by both are almost
two-thirds of their initial
investment in 2006 of about

SGD15 billion, the ministry
said.

Genting Singapore said in
a separate statement it will
commit to spend SGD4.5
billion to expand Resor-

ts World Sentosa over five
years.

The company’s shares fell as
much as 9 percent, the most
since August, in Singapore
trading yesterday. Genting

was downgraded by analysts
including JPMorgan Chase
& Co.’s DS Kim, who said the
expansion plans come with
“a hefty price tag” and any
meaningful earnings boost is
“probably too far off even for
long-term investors.”

Singapore also said it plans
to increase tax rates on gross
gaming revenue at the end of
the current moratorium in
February 2022 by introdu-
cing a tiered casino tax struc-
ture. The city-state will also
boost casino entry prices for
Singapore citizens and per-
manent residents to SGD150
a visit from SGD10o0.

Despite Singapore’s rise in
tourism, an average of only
764 extra rooms a year will
be completed from 2018 to
2022, down from 3,357 an-
nually between 2014 and
2017, according to Cushman
& Wakefield Plc.

Las Vegas Sands recently
settled a dispute elsewhere
in Asia, reaching a confiden-
tial pact with a Hong Kong
businessman who claimed
he was entitled to as much
as $328 million for helping
the casino operator secure a
license in Macau.

The company is contending
with health woes for billio-
naire founder Sheldon Adel-
son, whose work schedule
has been curtailed by cancer
treatments. Bloomberg

Not all negative on higher taxes

OT everybody is negative on the higher
taxes and expansion plan. Citigroup
Inc. maintained its buy rating on the sto-
ck and raised the price target to SGD1.28
from SGD1.20. The higher gaming tax is “a
very small price to pay for the opportuni-
ty to grow again in Singapore,” Citigroup’s
analysts led by George Choi wrote in a note.
Bernstein analyst Vitaly Umansky said the

said.

TRANSPORTATION

Delta bridge leads to 4 percent

expansion plan should be viewed as a long-
term positive, outweighing the tax increa-
ses. Genting plans to utilize existing its cash
balance, cash flows and project financing
for its expansion, Umansky wrote in a note.

“There should be no impact to dividends,”
and Genting will continue to pursue a Japan
integrated resort opportunity, Umansky

Increase in Transmac business

anti-torture training

N the latest evaluation

of the Macau SAR by the
United Nations Commit-
tee against Torture (CAT)
of the implementation of
the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punish-
ment, a training need was
identified for the person-
nel in the Macau security
branches, according to a
statement from the Legal
Affairs Bureau.

In this regard, the Com-
mittee recommended that
Macau should consider
the provision of specia-
lized training in the CAT
area.

Given

the importan-

ce of this type of specific
training for the person-
nel of the security bran-
ches, the Legal Affairs
Bureau, the Legal and
Judicial Training Centre,
and the Macau Security
Forces Training Colle-
ge will jointly organize a
workshop on the “Con-
vention Against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment”,
which will take place from
April 8 to 12, for the staff
of the Unitary Police Ser-
vice, the Customs Servi-
ces, the Judiciary Police
and the Public Security
Police Force.

The workshop is inte-

grated as part of the 3rd
Macau—-European Union
Co-operation Program in
the Legal Field. It will fea-
ture as its guest speakers
Michael Kellet, vice pre-
sident of the Board of As-
sociation for the Preven-
tion of Torture, Geneva,
Switzerland and Matthew
John Sands, a human ri-
ghts lecturer at Sheffield
Hallam University, Bri-
tain.

The workshop will be
conducted in English
with simultaneous trans-
lation into Cantonese.
This specialized training
initiative will last for five
days with a course load of
30 hours. DB

HE opening of

the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge
(HKZMB) resulted in
a 4 percent increase in
Transmac’s passenger
volume, the Transmac
president said yester-
day during a dinner
with local media.

In 2018, the com-
pany transported a to-
tal of 97 million pas-
sengers or 257,000
passengers on a daily
basis, representing a
4.3 percent increase
year-on-year.

The total number of
passengers transpor-
ted by Transmac re-
presents 45.3 percent

of Macau’s daily total
passenger volume.

Currently, Transmac
is operating 29 out of
the 84 bus routes in
Macau. Transmac has
206 buses, 57 of whi-
ch have been in opera-
tion for more than 14
years.

Since the opening
of the HKZMB in Oc-
tober last year, Trans-
mac has recorded an
8.1 percent increase in
passenger volume.

Liu Hei Wan, chair-
man of the Transmac
board hopes that the
government will allow
Transmac to increase
its number of vehicles

in order to better ser-
ve residents.

Currently, the com-
pany employs 1,020
people, 606 of whom
are bus drivers. The-
re is a demand for yet
another 80 drivers.

Transmac has also
been testing a new
type of electrical bus
which carries a char-
ging system onboard.

The company’s pre-
sident hopes that the
SAR government can
support the local bus
industry in providing
transportation to Ma-
cau residents who
travel between Macau
and Hengqin. JZ
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RETIREMENT FUND
Deficit climbs to
MOP1.2 billion

Staff reporter

HE Provident Fund for Workers in
Public Services (FP) has recorded a
deficit for the fourth consecutive year.

However, lawmaker Mak Soi Kun,
who is also president of the Follow-up
Committee for Public Finance Affairs
of the Legislative Assembly (AL), assu-
res civil servants that when they retire
they “will surely get their money [pen-
sion].”

According to Mak, due to changes to
the structure of the provident scheme
and the fact that a large population of
civil servants using the old scheme is
due to retire, the deficit is a “natural
phenomenon.”

When the first deficit was recorded in
2015, the amount was approximately
MOPS8 million. In the latest accoun-
ts, the deficit is now MOP570 million.
The total deficit from the previous four
years is nearly MOP1.2 billion in total.

The Financial Services Bureau is sub-
sidizing the fund with MOP101 million
annually. An actuarial report will be
issued this summer to clarify plans on
investment and government subsidies.

The fund was initially set up to protect
life after retirement for civil servants
and their survivors. The management
body of the fund manages, investigates
and advises on related matters.

COURTS

TSI backs Fong Soi Kun
In dismissal case

Renato Marques

HE Court of Se-
cond Instance
(TSI) has ruled in
favor of the for-
mer director of the Meteo-
rological and Geophysical
Bureau (SMG), Fong Soi
Kun, who appealed a dis-
missal order by Chief Exe-
cutive Chui Sai On in light
of Fong’s responsibilities
during Typhoon Hato.

According to the sentence
published by the TSI yes-
terday, the collective court
voided the Chief Executi-
ve’s decision to impose a
disciplinary sentence of
dismissal made on April 11
last year.

The Chief Executive’s
decision was the result of
proceedings carried out in
order to ascertain the disci-
plinary liability of the for-
mer director, as well as the
former deputy director of
the SMG, Florence Leong.

|

In the ruling, the judges,
led by Ho Wai Neng and
assisted by José Candido
de Pinho and Gabriel Tong,
arrived at the unanimous
decision to rule in favor of
Fong.

The strongest storm to
have struck Macau in half
a century, Typhoon Hato
had a devastating impact

on the city when it struck
in August 2017, killing 10
people. The SMG director
was held accountable by
both the government and
the public for complacen-
cy and not issuing timely
warnings ahead of the
typhoon.

To recall, Fong’s penal-
ty was a suspension of his

pension for a period of four
years, as he was already re-
tired. The penalty was sus-
pended by the court only
two months later, after the
appeal was accepted by the
TSI.

The Chief Executive can
either accept the TSI’s
decision or appeal to the
Court of Final Appeal.
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Health
Bureau
informs of
Cheng Ming
medical
services

The Health Bureau has
informed the public of
arrangements for public
medical services during

the Cheng Ming Festival
public holiday on Friday.
Emergency services by S.
Januario Hospital at both
Macau (including the 24-
hour out-patient service) and
Taipa stations will remain
open. Dialysis services will
be provided from 8 a.m. to
midnight. All medical centers
will be open for non-reserved
out-patient and nursing
services between 9 a.m. and 1
p-m., while the Coloane Health
Post will provide nursing
services at the same time
only. Both medical facilities in
Coloane will provide on-call
medical services all day.

Domestic
violence call
leads to drug
arrest

A local 38-year-old man was
accused of drug consumption
after an initial call to the
Public Security Police Force
alerted the officers to a
possible case of domestic
violence. On arrival at the
scene, the officers found a
man. A body search of the
man uncovered a plastic

bag in one of his pockets,
containing a substance
suspected to be cannabis.
After analysis, it was
confirmed that the drug found
was in fact cannabis with a
total weight of 0.22 grams.
The man was charged with
drug consumption.

Ship
management
center
planned for
new urban
zone

A ship traffic management
center and an offshore
operation base building will be
located in the New Urban Zone
E1 area, according to a report
by TDM. The facilities will cover
an area of 1,120 square meters.
The project consists mainly of
constructing a building with
five storeys in addition to

two basement storeys. Upon
completion, the building will
provide about 13,400 square
meters of office space and
parking lots. The maximum
construction period has been
set at 580 working days.

RENATO MARQUES

ol

CLEANERS, SECURITY GUARDS

Overtime compensation only
obstacle for minimum wage bill

Renato Marques

CCORDING to the Le-

gislative Assembly’s 2nd
Standing Committee, the me-
thod for calculating overtime
compensation is the only obs-
tacle to the passing of a bill
that seeks to raise the mini-
mum wage for local cleaners
and security guards hired by
property management servi-
ce suppliers or those working
in residential buildings to
MOP32 per hour.

The acknowledgment was
made yesterday by the com-
mittee president, Chan Chak
Mo, following a meeting with
the committee and the labor
sector discussing the details
of the bill before it is sent to
the plenary for final appro-
val.

According to Chan, the “bill
is quite simple actually. What

the government proposes is
just to change the amount
[of payment per hour] to
MOP32,” he said.

Chan noted that during yes-
terday’s meeting, the only
obstacle came from the em-
ployee representatives’ side,
who “wanted to propose a
different form of calculating
the overtime work.”

In the discussion that
followed, the idea of “using
the same amount [MOP32]
to calculate the overtime
work” was rejected by both

the employers and the juridi-
cal advisory of the AL.

According to the committee
president, “this would im-
ply adding a new article to
the law that has been alrea-
dy approved [in its first rea-
ding] at the AL. This would
send the law all the way back
to the Standing Committee
for the Coordination of So-
cial Affairs.”

Chan said that the AL juri-
dical advisors were sugges-
ting that “they should wait to
propose such a change until

4 The idea that these employees
might be guaranteed MOP32
per hour for overtime work was
rejected by both employers and
the juridical advisory of the AL

Chan Chak Mo

the discussion of the imple-
mentation of a universal mi-
nimum wage, so it does not
conflict with the enforcement
of general labor law, possibly
creating some unfairness in
the treatment of employees
from different professions.”

Either way, Chan said, “we
need to consult the govern-
ment on this matter to ascer-
tain their legislative inten-
tion.”

Addressing transition pe-
riod, proposed to be 180 days
(six months) after the law is
finally approved and before
it is enforced, the president
of the committee noted that
this has “to do with the need
for adaptations from condo-
minium management com-
panies, as the raise can inter-
fere with condominium ma-
nagement fees” to be charged
to the property owners.

New urban renewal firm to receive
MOP100 million capital injection

HE Executive Cou-

ncil has completed
discussions on the ad-
ministrative regulation
of establishing the go-
vernment-owned Ma-
cau Urban Renovation
Company, as announced
yesterday during a press
conference.

The company’s initial
investment capital will
be MOP100 million.

The Macau SAR gover-
nment owns 96 percent
of shares in the com-
pany, while the Indus-
trial and Commercial
Development Fund and
the Science and Techno-
logy Development Fund
possess 3 percent and 1

percent of the company
shares respectively.

All of the company’s
resources will come
from government finan-
ces and subsidies gran-
ted by public entities.

The company will
coordinate and promo-
te activities related to
urban renewal, and will
be responsible for pre-
venting the degradation
and deterioration buil-
dings in terms of hygie-
ne, views and safety.

Additionally, the com-
pany will also promo-
te the development of
renovated spaces for a
creative city.

Aside from the respon-

sibilities mentioned, it
is also proposed that
the company will car-
ry out other industrial
and commercial acti-
vities related to urban
renewal. It may sign
cooperation agreemen-
ts with public or private
entities, as well as invest
capital in other com-
panies.

Council spokesper-
son Leong Heng Teng
said that the company
and the Urban Renewal
Committee will co-exist
after the establishment
of the company.

As a business operator,
Macau Urban Renova-
tion Company will have

its own secretary, board
of directors and a su-
pervisory board which
will supervise the com-
pany’s operations.

“The operation of the
company should be
overseen by its own su-
pervisory board accor-
ding to the company’s
rules,” said Leong.

According to Macau’s
laws, government-ow-
ned companies must
publish an annual busi-
ness report.

Regarding government
representatives at the
company, Leong ex-
plained that the gover-
nment will send repre-
sentatives to the board

of directors. They will
not be regarded as civil
servants.

Regarding the exact
date the company is to
commence operation,
the Executive Coun-
cil spokesperson could
not provide the details.
However, he explained
that the company could
start operating once its
charter is published.

The charter will be an-
nounced by an executive
order and it will come
into effect the next day.

It is said that the com-
pany will provide more
flexibility for the gover-
nment, in terms of com-
mercial discussions. JZ
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WTO approves
Macau-HK

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge

E World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) has
examined and appro-
ved the Hong Kong-

-Macau Closer Economic Part-
nership Arrangement (CEPA)
to ensure that the free trade
agreement signed under its fra-
mework is in line with the rele-
vant international regulations.
At the 92nd Regional Trade
Agreement Committee meeting
held on April 1, the WTO passed
the Hong Kong-Macau CEPA.
Hong Kong and Macau com-
menced formal discussion of
the HK-Macau CEPA in No-

vember 2015.

After three rounds of talks and
subsequent discussions, the
main text and schedule of com-
mitments were finally agreed
upon on June 29, 2017. The
HK- Macau CEPA was signed
on October 27, 2017.

The HK-Macau CEPA is
comprehensive in scope and
the commitments therein go
beyond those undertaken by
Hong Kong and Macau under
the WTO (i.e. WTO-plus), pro-
viding enhanced legal certainty
to market access at treatment
of one another. Hong Kong and

Macau enjoy close and long-es-
tablished bilateral trade rela-
tions. Both economies have hi-
ghly liberalized trade regimes.

The HK-Macau CEPA would
contribute to enhanced econo-
mic cooperation and develo-
pment of the two places, with
service providers enjoying
better market access and pre-
dictability when operating in
Macau.

The HK-Macau CEPA ente-
red into force the same date the
agreement was signed, and the
liberalization of trade in goods
and services provided for the-

rein was implemented on Ja-
nuary 1, 2018.

The HK-Macau CEPA consists
of 12 chapters, covering a wide
range of areas of mutual inte-
rest to Hong Kong and Macau.

The HK-Macau CEPA is the
second free trade agreement
signed by Macau with other
WTO members, after signing a
CEPA with mainland China.

According to the agreement,
the two parties pledged to con-
tinue to implement zero tariffs
on goods originating from each
other, non-tariff measures and
anti-dumping measures. JZ

Three governments
to stage Japan
promotion

ACAU, Hong

Kong and
China’s Guangdong
Province will stage
for the first time a
joint overseas pro-
motion in Japan
on the Greater Bay
Area, Hong Kong
SAR Chief Executi-
ve Carrie Lam said
earlier this week.

A symposium will
be held on April
9 in Tokyo on the
Outline Develop-
ment Plan for the
Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Grea-
ter Bay Area, Lam
told media ahead of
an HKSAR Executi-
ve Council meeting.

Lam said she will

attend the sympo-
sium in Tokyo to-
gether with Guang-
dong Governor
Ma Xingrui and
Macau’s Secretary
for Administration
and Justice Sonia
Chan.

The outline deve-
lopment plan for
the Greater Bay
Area, released by
the Chinese cen-
tral government in
February, states in
its last chapter the
need to broaden
the participation of
the public and va-
rious market enti-
ties in the develop-
ment of the region,
Lam noted, adding

that Japan is a vast
market which can
render many pro-
fessional services
to the Greater Bay
Area.

According to the
Chief Executive’s
Office, Lam will
depart for Tokyo
on Sunday and will
meet Japanese Pri-
me Minister Shinzo
Abe and Foreign
Minister Taro Kono
during the visit.

Lam said she aims
to explore how Japa-
nese enterprises and
research institutions
can actively partici-
pate in the Greater
Bay Area’s develop-
ment. DB/Xinhua

BOC to ease banking
restrictions on
Macau residents

HE Macau govern-

ment and the Bank of
China (BOC) have signed
an agreement to streng-
then cooperation in the
construction of Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macau
Greater Bay Area.

The agreement, signed
by Chief Executive Chui
Sai On and BOC Chair-
man of the Board Chen
Siqing, will require Ma-
cau residents to have
only their identity cards
with them when perfor-
ming several functions
at the bank’s branches,
as well as BOC-affiliated
institutions.

Macau residents may
use their Macau identity
cards as legal documen-
ts for opening accounts,
applying for bank cards,
registering and trading

when they use certain
services in financial ins-
titutions affiliated to
BOC in the Greater Bay
Area, and in its more
than 500 branch offices
overseas.

In line with the local
financial regulatory po-
licies, BOC will also bui-
1d a cross-border capital
pool for Macau enterpri-
ses to enter the Greater
Bay market, as well as
further abroad.

Also this week, BOC
opened a financing pla-
tform in Macau, which
will serve Portuguese-
speaking countries and
regions, the Greater Bay
Area and countries along
the Belt and Road - all
three of which are strate-
gic objectives of the cen-
tral government.

Greater Bay
population
expected to
double by
2050

Economist Fan Gang predicts
that by 2050, the Greater
Bay Area will be home to

150 million people, almost
double its current population.
The mainland economist
hopes that the governments
of Guangdong, Macau and
Hong Kong can integrate
their public services, such

as healthcare, education

and housing. Moreover,

Fan proposed that hukou
restrictions should be eased
in order to speed up these
public services. He proposed
public service integration be
implemented first in cities
before being implemented in
the countryside.

Hong Kong
customs
seizes massive
cocaine haul

A haul of cocaine with an
estimated market value of
HKD100 million has been
seized in Hong Kong, customs
agents said yesterday. The
customs service in the semi-
autonomy Chinese territory
said one man was arrested

in the operation that netted
91 kilograms of the drug.

As a major Asian port city,
Hong Kong is considered

a key transit point for
contraband from illegal drugs
to endangered wildlife parts.
Much of that is bound for
mainland China or Southeast
Asia where drug laws tend to
be much stricter.

Macau-
Hengqin
travel
restrictions

recommended
lifted

Wong Fai, a member of

the Macau Development
Strategy Research Center and
the Tourism Development
Committee, has proposed
unlimited travel for mainland
residents between Hengqin
and Macau on the same day,
according to a report by
TDM. Currently, 70 percent
of Macau’s tourists who come
from mainland China are
only allowed single entry to
the territory. Wong believes
that the development of

both places has remained
constrained because of

that. He suggested that the
government should allow
workers from both regions’
tourism industries to provide
cross-border services.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Watch out for these red flags to avoid nightmare tenants

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JML
Property. JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property
& Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and
investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Having a nightmare tenant is
the stuff of... well, nightmares.
While there are always two sides
to a story and there are many
negligent or unethical landlords
as well, we have also seen many
instances where the tenant is
intentionally abusive and disres-
pectful to both the property and
the landlord.

While 98% tenants are great, a
small minority of tenants make
the landlord’s life extremely di-
fficult. This is inflicted through
not paying the rent, damaging the
property to the point where the
deposit is insufficient to cover the
repairs, subleasing the property
without the landlord’s permis-
sion, leaving the property unat-
tended for extended periods wi-
thout taking precautions against
the elements, and the list goes on.
Once the tenancy agreement is
formed, it can be extremely dif-
ficult to remove the tenant from
the property in Macau regardless
of how nightmarish the tenant
may be.

Considering the dismally low ren-
tal yields in Macau and the poten-
tial misfortune of being matched
with a nightmare tenant, many

landlords decide to keep the pro-
perty empty and forego the rental
income. This is a lose-lose situa-
tion for both the people who need
homes, and the landlord who
could have found a great tenant
by doing a bit more due diligence.
Below are some potential ‘red
flags’ of nightmare tenants. It
must be remembered that none
of these are sure indicators that
the tenant will be trouble, but me-
rely a sign that it might be worth
looking into further.

1. The tenant offers to pay signi-
ficantly above market rent, espe-
cially for large properties: This
could be a sign that the tenant is
planning to sublease the rooms to
a large group of people. This can
be especially bad if the temporary
tenants consistently cycle throu-
gh the property.

2. The tenant’s salary is equal
to or lower than the rent: unless
very well justified, again, this cou-
1d be a sign that the intention is to
sublease the property.

3. The tenant does not have the
required VISA to stay in Macau

and cannot clearly articulate the
reason for wishing to rent an
apartment in Macau: This should
go without saying.

4. The tenant needs to move in
immediately: While there may
be many legitimate reasons for
needing to find a place to stay
quickly, one of the reasons mi-
ght be that there was a big issue
between the previous tenant and
the landlord.

5. Your agent feels they might be
trouble: As agents, we have an
obligation to relay any and every
offer that comes through. It is at
the landlord’s discretion whether
they would like to accept or reject
the offer. However, since we deal
with so many tenants, we have a
good sense of whether a tenant
will be a nightmare tenant or not.
Ask us!

Again, these ‘red flags’ are not
surefire indicators of trouble, but
a sign that some digging needs
to be done. If you are looking
to find a great tenant for your
property, feel free to get in touch
with JML!

Bankruptcy run in

series of
bankruptcy fi-
lings by major
rivate-sector
bond issuers in China’s
third-wealthiest province
is shining a spotlight on
aggressive efforts by local
governments to manage
unsustainable debt loads.
Four debtors have en-
tered bankruptcy proce-
dures since the start of
November in Dongying,
a city of 2 million in the
eastern province of Shan-
dong that once thrived
with a booming tire-
-making industry. While
China sees thousands of
bankruptcies each year,
instances of court-led
restructuring of publicly
issued bonds have been
rare. Authorities in other
cases have encouraged
workouts with creditors,
raising questions about
the Dongying examples.
Shandong SNTON
Group Co., an iron-
-wire maker, entered
bankruptcy last month.
China Eastar Group, a
chemical-products com-

pany, also was declared
bankrupt last month.
Shandong Jinmao Texti-
le Chemicals Group Co.
went bankrupt in No-
vember. Shandong Dahai
Group Co., another texti-
le maker, also went bust
in November.

“The recent slew of
bankruptcies sent shock
waves through the bond
market,” said Chen Su, a
bond portfolio manager
at Shandong’s Qingdao
Rural Commercial Bank
Co. “For bondholders,
they can only expect to
get a low repayment ratio
through the bankruptcy
reorganization - besides
which it’s quite a time-
-consuming process.”

Creditors would pre-
fer direct talks with the
company, Chen said. But
authorities might have
other ideas. Driving their
potential concern: the
pattern of private-sector
companies guaranteeing
each others’ debt. The
maneuver helped encou-
rage lenders to extend
credit, but is now threate-

ning systemic risks as one
borrower gets in trouble,
infecting others.

In the case of SNTON,
local officials have mo-
ved to halt the spread of
damage, assuming some
80 percent of the guaran-
tees that another Shan-
dong business - China
Wanda Group Co. - had
extended to SNTON,
people familiar with the
matter said earlier this
week. China Wanda’s
2.4 billion yuan 5.2 per-
cent bond due September
2021 jumped the most on
record on Wednesday,
according to Bloomberg-
-complied prices.

SNTON itself was a pro-
lific debt guarantor, to
the tune of 3.86 billion
yuan (USD575 million),
the equivalent of 35 per-
cent of its net assets as of
June 2018. China Eastar,
which together with SN-
TON form two of the lar-
gest private enterprises
in Shandong, extended
guarantees amounting to
25 percent of net assets as
of January 2018. The two
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wealthy China province spooks creditors

textile businesses also had made

guarantees to peers.
That Shandong authorities
were apparently comfortable

with SNTON and China Eastar
entering bankruptcy, yet inter-
vened to alleviate the obligations
of China Wanda, illustrates the
varied and hard-to-predict de-
cisions of local officials. (China
Wanda is unrelated to the en-
tertainment giant Dalian Wanda
Group Co.)

Further illustrating the opaque
nature of China’s debt market:
the circumstances of SNTON’s
bankruptcy aren’t entirely clear
to creditors. A SNTON official
said in a March 22 meeting with
bondholders that the company
itself wasn’t willing to enter
bankruptcy, while declining to
respond to questions about whe-
ther another entity pressed it to
do so, according to people fami-
liar with the discussions. The fi-
ling itself identified the company
as having initiated the applica-
tion.

“The local government shou-
1d have played a role in pushing
ahead with the bankruptcies”
that have been declared in Don-
gying, said Shen Chen, a partner
at Shanghai Maoliang Invest-
ment Management LLP. “It is

basically an attempt to get rid
of weak firms with excessive ex-
ternal guarantees and focus on
keeping those stronger ones safe,
otherwise it would be too costly
to save them all.”

The Dongying government’s
general office didn’t respond to
a faxed submission of questions
on officials’ approach toward the
recent bankruptcies. A represen-
tative of the office said it wasn’t
clear when the department res-
ponsible would reply. Calls to
SNTON went unanswered, as
did those to Jinmao and Dahai.
Eastar declined to comment
beyond information dissemina-
ted in public statements.

Another aspect of the SNTON
bankruptcy raising eyebrows is a
sudden change in its reported fi-
nancial details. The company an-
nounced in October that its liabi-
lity-to-asset ratio was 771 percent
at the end of September. Howe-
ver, the court bankruptcy sta-
tement from last month shows
that same ratio reached 181 per-
cent at the end of November.

Investors in future may now
apply greater scrutiny to bond
issuers from Shandong -- which
has a provincial gross domestic
product in excess of $1 trillion,
behind only Guangdong and

BLOOMBERG

Jiangsu -- according to Moody’s
Investors Service.

“They will be more concerned
about the off-the-book risks,
as many companies didn’t dis-

Fishing boats are stuck in ice at a fishing port in Dongying

close sufficient information on
external guarantees,” said Ivan
Chung, head of greater China
credit research at Moody’s in
Hong Kong. “And it is possible

that banks may withdraw credit
lines from all related firms regar-
dless of the debtor or guarantor,
even affecting those that are fi-
nancially healthier.” Bloomberg
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TRADE DISPUTE

Chinese quitting canola addiction
has Canadian farmers sweating

Ashley Robinson

FTER getting China

hooked on canola, Cana-
dian growers of the oilseed
are reeling from the Asian
giant’s decision to cut im-
ports. They’re standing pat,
though, on their production
plans.

Canola is as Canadian as
maple syrup, its name a con-
traction of “Canada” and
“ola.” University of Manitoba
and government researchers
created the crop in 1974, re-
ducing certain acid levels in
the inelegantly-named rape-
seed plant to make the oil edi-
ble for humans and the meal
edible for animals.

Since then, canola has be-
come a staple in Chinese ki-
tchens and feed lots, genera-
ting about CAD26.7 billion a
year for Canada. Last month,
the Asian nation cut imports,
blaming pests found in Cana-
dian shipments. Now farmers
face a tough call: Plant the
same amount, or cut back.

“We don’t feel that at this
point we will switch any of our
crop intentions,” said Clinton
Monchuk, a farmer near La-
nigan, Saskatchewan, by tele-
phone. He’s got his seeds, and
has “80 to 95 percent” of his
crop planned out, he said.

Farmers don’t want to dis-
rupt their crop rotation sche-
dules because of concern
about how it might affect nu-
trients in the soil. At the same
time, there really is no crop
that they could switch to right
now that would give them any
more money or have better
marketing options than cano-

Canola slips
Futures prices have fallen since China started restricting purchases

Jan 15

Source: ICE Futures

la, which is also sold to other
export markets.

Pulse markets are down be-
cause India has import tariffs
in place, durum wheat is fa-
cing export problems to Italy,
where there is now Country of
Origin Labeling laws in place
that nudge consumers away
from buying Canadian durum
made pasta. And the milling
wheat market is facing a glo-
bal glut.

The situation is complex. In
March, China rescinded ex-
port licenses for Richardson
International and Glencore
Plc unit Viterra’s. A third uni-

Feb 14
2019

dentified company has also
received a non-compliance
order.

4 Now farmers
face a tough
call: plant the
same amount,
or cut back

Industry groups and Cana-
dian executives say the res-
trictions may be less about
pests and more about a feud
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Mar 15 Mar 29

surrounding Huawei Tech-
nologies Co. Chief Financial
Officer Meng Wanzhou, who
was arrested in Canada after a
U.S. extradition request. Chi-
na has demanded her release,
and has since detained two
Canadians before choking off
canola sales.

ACREAGE FORECASTS
Some have forecast that Ca-
nadian canola acreage will
drop this year. Richardson
International Chief Executive
Officer Curt Vossen, for ins-
tance, said he expects acrea-
ge to fall by 5 to 15 percent

during government commit-
tee meetings on April 2.

But even though seed isn’t
in the ground yet, many far-
mers have said they won’t be
switching away from cano-
la. Monchuk said he’ll plant
about 1,000 acres with cano-
la, accounting for around 25
to 35 percent of his acreage.

Jeff Bennett, a grower near
Dodsland, Saskatchewan, said
he’ll seed about a third of his
fields with canola, accounting
for 1,500 acres. He operates a
three-crop rotation.

Since rumors circulated in
January that China would
slow purchases, the May ca-
nola contract in New York
has dropped 8 percent to
CAD455.40 per metric ton on
April 3.

Bennett had most of his ca-
nola sold before China star-
ted restricting purchases of
the oilseed but he is still fin-
ding the situation frustrating.
Monchuk on the other hand
still has a little left to sell
from last year.

As the 2019-20 crop year
nears, exporters are looking
at other export markets, ac-
cording to the Canola Council
of Canada. “We have canola
in around 50 or so markets
around the world,” according
to Jim Everson, president
of the Canola Council, whi-
ch takes an average of three
trips to China annually.

The council’s first priority,
though, is working with the
government to re-establish
the Chinese market, Everson
said.

“Is there some swing capa-
city in certain markets to-
day? Yes there is,” said Kyle
Jeworski, the chief executive
officer at Viterra, which pro-
cesses and markets crops,
during an April 2 government
meeting. Overall, though, “it
requires a lot of foresight and
planning to be able to actually
talk about diversification,”
Jeworski said. Bloomberg

Beijing has a problem
with fake money: it
looks too real to burn

HINA’S central bank
had an odd warning
yesterday: Please don’t
burn fake yuan notes.
Today, millions of Chine-
se will celebrate Qingming
Festival, the tomb-swee-
ping holiday, holding
memorials for deceased
relatives. Part of the tradi-
tion involves burning fake
money and paper models
of goods in the belief that
one’s ancestors will get
to enjoy the real things in
the afterlife. The imitation

offerings span every con-
ceivable luxury, from ex-
pensive cars to intricately
designed mansions.

The problem is that the
knockoff yuan bills have
come to look increasin-
gly like real ones in recent
years, worrying the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China, which
is revamping regulations
to prevent vandalism of its
bank notes and the use of
their patterns for commer-
cial or illicit purposes.

Please “be civil in memo-

rials, and don’t buy or use
paper sacrifices printed
with patterns of the ren-
minbi,” the PBOC’s ope-
ration office said in a text
messages to the public
on Thursday, referring to
the currency by its other
name.

The bank’s Shenzhen
branch also warned last
week that those cau-
ght illegally using pa-
tterns printed on the
yuan can be fined up to
USD7,451. Bloomberg
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The Australian
store where
everything sold is
sent to China

Thuy Ong

T an Australia Post

store in northern Sy-
dney, there are almost no
signs in English, the staff
all speak Mandarin and
anything bought there
must be shipped to China.

The outlet, where shelves
are stacked with a2 Milk
Co. infant formula, Black-
mores Ltd. vitamin pills,
lip balms and Manuka ho-
ney, is the latest effort to
feed the insatiable demand
in China for premium fo-
reign-made goods.

The so-called daigou tra-
de, where people buy pro-
ducts overseas and ship
them to the mainland for
resale, is showing no signs
of slowing down in Austra-
lia - even after China’s new
e-commerce rules came
into force on Jan. 1.

Government-owned
Australia Post opened its
“concept store” in the su-
burb of Chatswood just
under a year ago on and
its success has already
spurred a similar venture
in downtown Sydney and
two in Melbourne. All are
located in areas with large
Chinese-speaking popula-
tions, where private stores
catering to the burgeoning
daigou trade operate.

For 35-year-old Cathy
Wang, who spends an ave-
rage of USD350 a week on
products at the Australia
Post shop, the attraction
is milk powder and other
calcium products.

They are sold free of Aus-
tralian goods and services
tax, and the size of the
packaging available in the
store means Wang’s regu-
lar shipments typically fall
under the level attracting a

Chinese import levy.

“I come every day, sen-
ding packages to friends,”
Wang said. “Because I've
been here a short time I'm
not confident in English. If
I go to a local pharmacist
and want to know more
about the product infor-
mation, I wouldn’t be able
to understand their expla-
nation.”

Wang, who’s studying En-
glish at a language school
in Sydney, said she doesn’t
take a cut from the sales,
and her friends in China,
especially those with kids,
prefer buying milk powder
from Australia. That’s a le-
gacy of a major food scan-
dal in China over a decade
ago when contaminated
infant formula killed at
least six babies.

What’s more, Wang says
that when she can’t make
it to the store -- located in
the building that was Cha-
tswood’s main post office
for 60 years and still car-
ries very similar signage
and branding to conven-
tional post offices -- she
uses the social messaging
app WeChat to message
staff. They then help pa-
ckage and post her order,
before billing her via QR
code.

The store may get even
busier, after the Chinese
government said Wednes-
day it will reduce the pos-
tal tax on food and medici-
nes, effective from April 9.

Australia Post says the
stores are an example of
“finding new ways to give
customers what they want
while opening opportuni-
ties for Australian busi-
nesses wanting to connect
with the growing Chinese
market.” Bloomberg
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EASTER TREATS

From Easter bunnies to chocolate eggs, and spring style to new
boutiques, we have it all at Sands Shoppes. Why not celebrate the Easter
long weekend with us? There are plenty of treats in store.

FASHION FORWARD

Up-to-the-minute apparel and
fashion-forward accessories fresh
from the spring-summer runways are
all in store at Sands Shoppes now.
Don't miss the chance to be among
the first to get your hands on the
hottest spring styles.

Diane von
Furstenberg

Level 3, Shoppes at Cotai Central

FESTIVE GIFTS

Easter-themed delights abound

at Sands Shoppes. Try the festive
collection from Lush, which includes
chick, lamb and Easter egg bath
bombs, a carrot cake lip scrub, and
a bunny-shaped cocoa sugar scrub,
among other alternative Easter gifts.
Shop 899, Level 3, Shoppes at

Venetian
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CHOCOLATE
DELIGHTS

Easter is an occasion to indulge.
Choose from Easter sweets and
chocolate eggs at Godiva, La Maison
du Chocolat, Marks & Spencer, Kids
Cavern and more.

FOLLOW US ON

e
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nfacebook.com!SandsShoppesMacao | @weibo!shoppascotai
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Nissan’s Ghosn arrested again
in financial misconduct case

Yuri Kageyama, Tokyo

KYO prosecutors arrested
Nissan’s former chairman
Carlos Ghosn yesterday for a four-
th time, cutting short his brief
time outside detention.

Ghosn and his lawyer protested
against this latest arrest, saying it
was arbitrary and unfair.

He was taken to the prosecutors’
office and then returned Thurs-
day to the Tokyo Detention Cen-
ter, officials said. It is the same
facility where he spent more than
three months following his arrest
in November. He was released on
bail just a month earlier.

Prosecutors said Ghosn was ar-
rested this time on suspicion he
diverted $5 million from funds
that were being relayed from a
Nissan subsidiary to an overseas
dealership. In a statement, they
said the money is suspected of
going to a company controlled by
Ghosn.

“My arrest this morning is outra-
geous and arbitrary,” Ghosn said
in a statement issued Thursday.
“It is part of another attempt by
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some individuals at Nissan to si-
lence me by misleading the pro-
secutors. Why arrest me except
to try to break me? I will not be
broken. I am innocent of the grou-
ndless charges and accusations
against me.”

It’s unclear how long Ghosn may
be detained under the latest ar-
rest.

Ghosn, 65, was first arrested on
charges of under-reporting his
compensation. He was rearrested
twice in December, including on
breach of trust charges. The mul-
tiple arrests prolong detentions
without trial and are an oft-criti-
cized prosecution tactic in Japan’s
criminal justice system.

The allegations in the most re-
cent arrest cover three money
transfers from 2015 through last
year, according to the prosecutors.

The prosecutors’ statement did
not mention Oman, but the alle-
gation appears related to an in-
vestigation by Nissan Motor Co.’s
French alliance partner Renault
into payments to a major dealer-
ship in the Middle Eastern coun-
try, some of which are suspected
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of having been channeled for
Ghosn’s personal use.

Ghosn’s lawyer Junichiro Hiro-
naka denounced the arrest saying
his client’s release on bail meant
the defense had already cleared
up prosecutors’ objections to his
release by showing he would not
tamper with evidence or flee the
country. His release on bail in
March was unusually quick for
Japan, where long detentions wi-
thout convictions are routine.

“This goes against what is defi-

ned by law. This should never be
allowed,” Hironaka told the Fo-
reign Correspondents’ Club of Ja-
pan. “I feel this is hostage justice.”

Hironaka angrily accused the
prosecutors of maneuvering to
pressure Ghosn, calling the latest
arrest their “final card.” Ghosn’s
detention will also hurt his legal
team’s preparations for defending
him, he said.

Hironaka also said prosecutors
likely wanted to prevent Ghosn
from speaking at a news confe-

rence he had planned for April 11.
Ghosn has prepared a video state-
ment, which will be shared soon,
if he is unable to leave detention
in time for the news conference,
Hironaka said.

Nissan Chief Executive Hiroto
Saikawa expressed surprise about
the arrest, although it had been
rumored for days.

“So much can happen. I am sho-
cked,” he told reporters as he left
his home.

Ghosn’s family expressed con-
cern. In a statement, they descri-
bed his detention as a “solitary
confinement as part of an attempt
to force a confession.”

Ghosn has said the compensa-
tion he allegedly under-reported
was never decided on or was to
be paid in the future. He contends
Nissan never suffered losses for
his personal investments and says
allegedly dubious payments in
Saudi Arabia were for legitimate
services.

In his statement yesterday,
Ghosn said he was confident that
he will be found innocent.

“I am determined that the truth
will come out. I am confident that
if tried fairly, I will be vindicated,”
he said.

Hironaka said officials seized
the cell phone and passport of
Ghosn’s wife Carole, who was
with him in the Tokyo apartment
where he was staying.

He criticized that as rare and un-
fair. AP
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Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

ALAYSIA’S hu-
man rights commis-
sion has urged the
government to rein-
vestigate the disappearances of
a Christian pastor and a Muslim
activist after a public inquiry con-
cluded they were abducted by the
police special branch for alleged
proselytizing of Muslims.

Amri Che Mat, who ran a charity
group, disappeared after leaving
his home on Nov. 24, 2016. Pas-
tor Raymond Koh disappeared
in central Selangor state on Feb.
13, 2017, while being investigated
over alleged proselytization.

The National Human Rights
Commission concluded Wednes-
day after a two-year public inves-
tigation that direct and circums-
tantial evidence showed the men
were victims of “enforced disa-
ppearance by state agents” invol-
ving the special branch. It said the
men were targeted by religious
authorities and police and had
been abducted in similar ways:
Their cars were blocked by several
four-wheel drive vehicles before
they were swiftly seized by men in
black wearing ski masks.

It said Amri was under the wa-
tch of Perlis religious authorities
for allegedly spreading Shiite tea-
chings. The government recogni-
zes only the Sunni branch of Islam
and prohibits all others including
Shiites, the world’s second-largest
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Gov’t urged to investigate
police links to disappearances

Islamic group.

The findings have stunned Ma-
laysians and prompted calls by
rights groups, lawmakers and a
Christian organization for a new
investigation to find the truth and
punish the perpetrators. The in-
quiry cannot take action and can
only make recommendations to
the government.

“After the [commission’s] dam-
ning conclusion, the government
can no longer bury its head in the
sand. An independent and impar-
tial investigation into the special
branch’s involvement [...] must be

immediately undertaken in order
to determine [Amri and Koh’s]
fate or whereabouts,” said Sevan
Doraisamy, executive director of
rights group SUARAM.

The National Evangelical Chris-
tian Fellowship said the govern-
ment must reopen the investiga-
tion into the “heinous injustice”
against the two men and that poli-
ce cannot be allowed to violate the
rule of law.

In addition to Koh, Muslims-
turned-Christian preachers
Joshua Hilmi and his wife Ruth
Hilmi disappeared mysteriously

six days after Amri in 2016. The
commission said it hopes to con-
duct a public inquiry into the Hil-
mis’ case too.

“These kidnapping have raised
fears of religious vigilantism in the
country,” said lawmaker Charles
Santiago, who described the com-
mission’s findings as “chilling.”
Santiago and another lawmaker,
Ram Karpal, called for the sus-
pension of national police chief
Mohamad Fuzi Harun, who was
head of the special branch at the
time.

Other civic organizations and a
group of former civil servants de-
manded that the government set
up an oversight body to ensure
that police are accountable and to
regain public trust.

Prime Minister Mahathir Moha-
mad told reporters late Wed-
nesday that the government will
reinvestigate the disappearances
if the rights commission has evi-
dence to back up its findings, not
just hearsay. He noted that the
disappearances occurred under
the previous long-ruling coalition

that was defeated in last May’s
election.

Mah Weng Kwai, a retired jud-
ge who headed the inquiry, said
Thursday that the government
must prove that police were not
involved. He said the inquiry was
handicapped by police reluctance
to cooperate, but that circumstan-
tial evidence in both cases stron-
gly pointed to police involvement,
which he described as “heinous
and despicable.”

Mah said his three-member pa-
nel had done “sufficient fact-fin-
ding” to warrant a further gover-
nment investigation.

Mahathir has said that Fuzi, who
is due for retirement soon, will be
allowed to do so and that a new
police chief could investigate him
later. Fuzi has declined to com-
ment.

The former home minister in
charge of police, Zahid Hamidji,
denied ordering police to abduct
the men. Former national police
chief Khalid Abu Bakar denied
that the special branch was invol-
ved. AP
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AVIATION TRAGEDY

Preliminary report: Ethiopia crew
followed Boeing procedures

Elias Meseret, Addis Ababa

E crew of the Ethio-
pian Airlines jet that
crashed six minutes af-
ter takeoff last month

performed all procedures recom-
mended by Boeing when the pla-
ne started to nose dive but could
not save it, according to findings
from a preliminary report relea-
sed yesterday by Ethiopia’s go-
vernment.

The report, based on flight data
and cockpit voice recorders on
the Boeing 737 Max 8, was not
released in full. Boeing declined
to comment pending its review of
the report.

The Max 8 has been under
scrutiny since a Lion Air flight
crashed off the coast of Indone-
sia under similar circumstances
in October.

Investigators are looking into
the role of a flight-control system
known by its acronym, MCAS,
which under some circumstan-
ces can automatically lower the
plane’s nose to prevent an ae-
rodynamic stall. The Max has
been grounded worldwide pen-
ding a software fix that Boeing
is rolling out, which still needs
to be approved by the U.S. Fede-
ral Aviation Administration and
other regulators.

The Ethiopian Airlines jet
crashed just after taking off from

Addis Ababa on March 10, killing
all 157 on board.

Ethiopian investigators did
not specifically mention the
MCAS, but recommended that
Boeing review “the aircraft fli-
ght control system related to
the flight controllability.” They
also recommended that avia-
tion officials verify that issues
have been adequately addres-
sed before allowing the planes
to fly again.

Boeing is the focus of investi-
gations by the U.S. Justice De-
partment, the Transportation
Department’s inspector general,
and congressional committees.
Investigations are also looking
at the role of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration in the U.S.,
which certified the Max in 2017,
declined to ground it after the
first deadly crash in October.
The agency was also reluctant
to ground the planes after the
Ethiopian Airlines crash and
was among the last agencies to
do so.

The FAA, which must certify
the 737 Max is safe before it can
go back into the air, said in a sta-
tement that the investigation is
still in its early stages.

“As we learn more about the ac-
cident and findings become avai-
lable, we will take appropriate
action,” the agency said.

The statement did not say if

the FAA would review the Max’s
flight control system as recom-
mended by Ethiopian investiga-
tors, and FAA spokesman Greg
Martin would not comment
beyond the statement. Boeing is
working on improvements to the
MCAS software that would make
it less aggressive in pointing the
nose down and easier for pilots
to disable. The FAA has said it
will review the software before
allowing the Max to fly again.

4 Investigators
recommended
that Boeing
review ‘the
aircraft flight
control system
related to

the flight
controllability’

The agency said Monday that it
anticipates Boeing’s final softwa-
re improvements for 737 Max
airliners “in the coming weeks.”

But it wasn’t clear whether the
Ethiopians are seeking just that
or a broader update in the Max’s
flight controls.

What also isn’t clear is whether
the Ethiopian pilots followed
Boeing’s recommendations to
the letter in dealing with the sys-
tem repeatedly pointing the nose
down.

The pilots initially followed
Boeing’s emergency steps by dis-
connecting the MCAS system,
but for an unknown reason, they
turned the system back on, an
official familiar with the crash
investigation told The Associated
Press on Wednesday. The official
spoke on condition of anonymity
because at the time, Ethiopian in-
vestigators had not released their
preliminary report. Boeing’s pro-
cedures instruct pilots to leave
the MCAS system disconnected
and continue flying manually for
the rest of the flight.

Ethiopian investigators did not
address that issue at its press
conference, saying only that the
pilots had done what they were
supposed to.

“The crew performed all the
procedures repeatedly provided
by the manufacturer but was not
able to control the aircraft,” said
Minister of Transport Dagmawit
Moges.

However, Moges told The New
York Times after the press con-
ference that the pilots turned
MCAS on and off, but she coul-
dn’t say how many times. That
will be addressed in the final re-

port, she said.

In a statement, Ethiopian Air-
lines said its pilots followed
Boeing instructions. “Despite
their hard work and full com-
pliance with the emergency pro-
cedures, it was very unfortunate
that they could not recover the
airplane from the persistence of
nose diving,” the airline said.

David Hasse, an aviation
analyst and editor of industry
publication airliners.de in Ber-
lin, says it is significant that
the report found that the pilots
followed the proper procedures,
because that links the case more
closely to the Lion Air crash.

“What is special about this case
is that two crashes seem to have
a very, very similar reason. This
is something that is very rare in
aviation. The question is whether
the Boeing 737 Max should have
been grounded after the Lion Air
crash and before the Ethiopian
Airlines crash,” said Hasse.

He noted that crash reports are
not meant to assign legal blame
and that it is too soon to know
what the legal implications might
be for Boeing, but it clearly raises
the pressure on the company.

“If pilots sit there and follow
the rules that have been given to
them by the manufacturer, then
they should be able to rely on the
fact that they are correct,” Hasse
said. AP

Twitter stops blocking French government’s ad campaign

for being overzealous in

media company, which

but

suggested Twitter

France adopted the law

French officials had

'WITTER has
stopped blocking
French government

ads calling on people to
vote after it came un-
der fire from authorities

applying a law aimed at
banning fake news.
French government of-
ficials met yesterday with
executives at the social

said it has now decided
to authorize such ads “af-
ter many exchanges.”
The government said it
welcomed the changes

hasn’t gone far enou-
gh in enforcing the fake
news law and fighting the
spread of misinforma-
tion online.

in December, which is
aimed at curbing false in-
formation disseminated
around electoral cam-
paigns.

criticized the company,
saying its focus should be
stopping content promo-
ting terrorism, not voter
registration. AP
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19:35 Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
20:30 Telejornal
21:15 Sinais de Vida
22:00 Contentor 13
22:30 Portugal Culto e Oculto
23:15 TDM News
23:50 Resumo Liga Europa 2018/2019
00:10 Um Amor de Perdicao
02:05 Telejornal (Repeticéo)
02:50 RTPi Directo
SATURDAY
10:30 Zig Zag
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11:00 Chai Chai
11:30 Portugal Selvagem
12:00 Visita Guiada Sr.2
12:30 Culinéria Portuguesa
12:45 Culinéria Portuguesa
13:00 TDM News (Repeticéo)
13:30 Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
14:30 IPMA - International Portuguese Music Awards
15:45 Linha da Frente
16:20 Mendes.Come
17:40 Animais Anénimos
18:20 Joker
19:05 Cosido a M&o Sr.2 - Estreia
20:30 Telejornal
21:15 Parker
23:15 TDM News
23:50 Ca Por Casa Sr.2
00:55 Telejornal (Repeticao)
01:40 RTPi Directo
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LITHUANIAN MAN FLIES ALONE ON
COMMERCIAL PLANE TO ITALY

Skirmantas Strimaitis takes a selfie onboard a Boeing 737-800
airplane

A Lithuanian man flying to Italy got a pleasant sur-
prise when he boarded the plane: He was the only
passenger on the Boeing 737-800.

Skirmantas Strimaitis, who was flying from capital
Vilnius to the northern ltalian city of Bergamo for a
skiing holiday March 16, had the whole plane — which
can usually sit up to 188 people — to himself. The only
others onboard were two pilots and five crew mem-
bers.

The Novaturas travel agency said it had chartered the
plane to fly a group home from Italy, and to avoid flying
empty, one-way tickets were sold. Only one person
bought one.

Strimaitis told The Associated Press Tuesday the
flight, which lasted more than two hours, was “a once
in the lifetime experience.”
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SHAZAM

Rroom 1

2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 pm

Director: David F. Sandberg

Starring: Zachary Levi, Djimon Hounsou, Michelle Borth
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 132min

P STORM

ROOM 2

2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm

Director: David Lam

Starring: Chrissie Chau, Louis Koo, Kevin Cheng
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 96min

2001 DRIVER JAILED FOR
IMMIGRANT DEATHS

A Dutch lorry driver has been sentenced to 14 years
in prison for his part in the deaths of 58 Chinese illegal
immigrants.

They were found suffocated in the back of Perry Wa-
cker’s lorry when it was searched at the ferry port in
Dover last June after arriving from Belgium.

Wacker, from Rotterdam, had closed the only air vent
on the side of the container to avoid detection by immi-
gration officials.

At Maidstone Crown Court he was found guilty of 58
charges of manslaughter, as well as four counts of cons-
piracy to smuggle immigrants into the UK.

Wacker’s co-accused, interpreter Ying Guo, was jailed

uUs o for six years for conspiring to smuggle illegal immigrants
ROOM 2 into Britain.
7:15pm The jury of nine women and three men convicted

them unanimously after nearly 13 hours of deliberations
following a six-week trial.

The judge, Mr Justice Alan Moses, said that Wacker
had treated the victims as ‘cargo’.

“People like you create a risk of greater prejudice
against those people who quite legitimately come to this
country seeking refuge as asylum seekers or whatever,”
he said.

Only two of the 60 immigrants hidden in the back of the
lorry survived the five-hour sea journey.

Wacker claimed he thought he was bringing over to-
matoes but fingerprint and DNA evidence linked him to
the warehouse where the Chinese immigrants were held
before they were locked into the container.

After the conviction, the Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS) said it had ended in justice for the victims.

CPS prosecutor Karen Wiseman said: “The smuggling
of humans has become as profitable as drugs.

“This trade hinges on the promise that at the end of the

Director: Jordan Peele

Starring: Lupita Nyong’o, Winston Duke, Elisabeth Moss
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 116min

DUMBO journey the illegal immigrants are heading for a better
ROOM 3 life.

2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm “Tragically for these 58 victims, commercial gain took
Director: Tim Burton precedence over human life.”

Starring: Colin Farrell, Michael Keaton, Danny DeVito
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 112min

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

In May 2001 the leader of the international ring behind smuggling
the Chinese into Britain was given a nine-year sentence by a Dutch
court.

Gursel Ozcan, a Turk, was cleared of manslaughter but found
guilty of negligence.

The same month, six members of a UK-based “Snakehead” - or
Chinese mafia - gang were jailed for a total of almost 50 years for
smuggling illegal immigrants into the UK and holding them for
ransom.

Police believe 10 “Snakehead” gangs control the trade in Britain.
Many of the migrants, like the 58 dead Chinese at Dover, come
from Fujian province in east China and are charged up to $30,000
for the journey.
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MASQUERADE HOTEL
Room 3

2:15, 4:45, 9:15pm
Director: Masayuki Suzuki

Starring: Takuya Kimura, Masami Nagasawa, Nozomi de
Lencquesaing

Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)

Duration: 133min



fri 05.04.2019

T 4 MacauDainfmﬁa§

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

e [NFO TAINMENT m

OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Your values are out in the open
today -- and are likely being tested!
Just make sure that you stand by
whatever you truly believe in, and
the situation should take care of
itself.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Take care of your bookkeeping
today — if that’s a need of yours, of
course. If not, it may be a good time
to consider more formal financial
arrangements, like retirement or
investments.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Indulge your whims today, no
matter how decadent they may seem
toyou — or to others, for that matter!
Your amazing energy is best spent
on luxuriating and enjoying others’
company.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Go wild today — the crazier, the
better! Your ideas shouldnt be
measured against reality just yet,
as they are still forming and might
be game-changers if you give them
time to grow up.
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interest; 62- Letter opener; 65- Chisholm Trail terminus; 66- Trellis; 67- Slopes ”i_ PJ (Open Ilne) 993 Telephone - Report 1000
backward; 68- Understanding; 2
8 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
DOWN: 1- Defense grp. since 1949; 2- Bakery need; 3- Air-filled rubber hoop, 3
become fatigued; 4- Easter entrée; 5- “Lord, is ___?”": Matthew; 6- Out; 7- a PSP 28 573 333 Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
Lubricant; 8- Roman censor; 9- Regret; 10- Slanted; 11- No longer fresh; 12- 8
Migraine; 13- Switch suffix; 14- Bears’ . E Customs 28 559 944
lairs; 21- Precious stones; 23- Vertical ¢@CGRG(EVEERNITI]] &
face of a stair; 24- “___ She Lovely?”; [opml I'e Wl'e ' I I N ] S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
25- ___ the hills; 26- Summed; 27- Very [t1ofe AE Z P
much; 28- Farseeing; 30- Descartes’s |14y Elolsls <] i i
conclusion; 32~ Made public: 33- " 1oToll, ANEME 5 Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
“Family Ties” mom; 35- Little laugh; |s|elalm P -
37- Fret; 39- Excavate; 41- Utah lily; 44- |[ll= =/ o[nls Commission Against ' -
Fail to hit; 47- Supported; 48- Sewing |w|alr e =1 vialT .
instrument; 51- Old-womanish; 53- [E|G|A DS E[M|O co"uptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
Song of praise; 54- ___-Tass (Russian |- El' B H RIESS
news agency); 55- Place for a ring; i R C_ IACIV 28 387 333
56- Some are pale; 57- Z ___ zebra; 58- [ 4 : : : G5 .
Ancient Briton; 59- Corner; 61- Actress |= E £ Tourism 28 333 000
: pleE|L G R|s|E

Sue ___ Langdon; 63- Court fig.; 64- A i slule &7 i
Map abbreviation; ARNA B elelo Airport 59 888 88
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teted to FOR SALE FOR SALE &

[Macau] Lakeview Tower 2 k=2 %
1,497 ft? $11,826,300 (ref: 19015572)

[Taipa] Va Fat 1k=m1%
550 ft* $4,580,000 (ref: 18115569)

E.T. phone home
AN

[Coloane] Hellene Gardens 3e=s2%
1,663 ft* $8,800,000 (ref: 19025577)

[Taipa] The Buckingham 2pm1w
1,186 ft* $8,888,000 (ref: 18025544)

o
i
%
l I l x
propertyissi

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

[Taipal Nova City 4em3w

[Taipal Supreme Flower City 4pm2%w

2,503 ft? $17,800,000 (ref: 19015574) 2,060 ft? $14,980,000 (ref: 13105367)

[Taipal Choi Long Meng Chui 3 k=3 %
3,398 ft? $17,800,000 (ref: 18045555)

[Taipa] The Manhattan 3e=2%
1,720 ft* $13,600,000 (ref: 16105507)

PACIFICA - PERFECT LOCALITY
$9,888,000 1,226 ft2 3 = 2 e

Then he phoned JML

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty
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villafrongig_qni

At Villa Frangipani impeccable service means knowing when
you want fo enjoy a private moment.

20,000 square feet of privacy

Whether that is in the Private Spa, your suite, the garden bale, or any other area,
our Villa Staff anticipate your needs at all times.

Please visit www.privatevillasofbali.com to get an idea of what we offer. T LR

PRIVATE VILLAS VILLA TIRTA KENCANA « VILLA FRANGIPAN ‘
OF BALI

ACCURATE, TIMELY &
COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

Languages:

ENGLISH, CHINESE,
PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,
KOREAN, SPANISH,
FRENCH, ARABIC,

Services RUSSIAN
TRANSLATIONS,

PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang

" KT R A N Z Email: amy@ktranz.com.mo

| AW ansiaTIONs LiMITED Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edf. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, MACAU SAR
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Lionel Mapoe of the Lions

Steve McMorran, Wellington

AVING secured an
important part of
their long-term futu-
re, the Johannesbur-
g-based Lions can focus on a
more immediate challenge when
they face the Durban-based
Sharks in Super Rugby today.

The Lions this week annou-
nced they have re-signed head
coach Swys de Bruin for the next
two seasons.

Initially as an assistant to
Johan Ackermann, then as head
coach from last year, de Bruin
has been a key member of the
coaching team which helped
lift the Lions from relegation in
2012 to the Super Rugby finals
in 2017 and 2018.

With his guidance the Lions
have continued to be the most
competitive South African club
in the tournament, topping their
conference repeatedly in recent
seasons.

The Lions are in that position
again after seven rounds, atop
the South African conferen-
ce with 18 points, but only a
point ahead of the Pretoria-ba-
sed Bulls and two clear of the
Sharks.

FOOTBALL

Great Pele hospitalized in Paris

OCCER great Pele was

with antibiotics, but “it is

SUPER RUGBY

Lions lock in coach ahead
of South African derby

The Bulls face Argentina’s Ja-
guares in the last match of the
round, so the Lions vs. Sharks
encounter could be a contest for
first place in South Africa near
the midpoint of the season.

De Bruin is able to focus more
fully on the contest after resol-
ving the issue of his immediate
future. He said he extended his
contract because he had unfi-
nished business at the Lions.

“I want to finish what I started
here,” de Bruin told a news con-
ference. “With a young team and
the right experienced guys, I be-
lieve we can achieve that.

“I had opportunities to go el-
sewhere — this is a big world —
but after a lot of consideration,
I decided it is the right thing to
stay.”

With seven under-21 players in
the squad, de Bruin said, “imagi-

and Mbappe, the French

ne what this team will be like in
two years’ time.”

De Bruin defined the unfi-
nished business he feels he has
to attend to with the Lions.

“We have to ... become a better
team, play a better brand of ru-
gby,” he said. “Maybe the bonus
will be we win a cup or two but
it’s not about that. It’s about us
reaching our maximum poten-
tial.”

That potential will be tested by
a Sharks team which might still
reeling after a fractious clash
with the Bulls last week.

The Sharks have lost three ma-
tches against South African con-
ference rivals this season, all clo-
se and physical contests typical
of derbies. They hope the match
against the Lions will be more
free-flowing.

“Potentially this could be a

weeks,

including some

more open game to the ones we
have played so far against fellow
South African teams,” coach Ro-
bert Du Preez told Super Sport.
“The Lions have scored quite a
few tries — [and] we like to keep
the ball in hand. That amounts
to lots of potential for a more
open and flowing game.”

Du Preez said the match would
still be tough, typical of this sea-
son’s tight South African confe-
rence.

“This competition certain-
ly doesn’t get any easier,” he
said. “The Lions are on a high
in Johannesburg and they are
always tough up there.

“But we are in a very positive
mood. We won everything ex-
cept the match when we played
the Bulls and there were some
fantastic positives. So although
we lost the last time we played,

AP PHOTO

hospitalized in Paris
yesterday because of a uri-
nary infection following
a meeting with Kylian
Mbappe in the French ca-
pital, his spokesman said.

Pepito Fornos told The
Associated  Press the
three-time World Cup
champion will be in hospi-
tal for up to two days.

“He was a little shaky and
they detected a urinary in-
fection,” Fornos said.

He added that Pele had a
fever and is being treated

all under control.”

“Doctors want him to
stay in hospital one or two
days so he can leave fully
recovered,” Fornos added.

He did not specify which
hospital Pele was being
treated in.

Earlier, Brazilian TV ne-
twork Globo said Pele had
a cold and was medicated
at his hotel on Tuesday.
He woke up still feeling ill
and was taken to a hospi-
tal on Wednesday.

The 78-year-old Pele

forward who has drawn
comparisons with the Bra-
zilian great after helping
France win the World Cup
last summer as a teenager,
met as part of their am-
bassador roles for a Swiss
watchmaker.

Pele has frequently been
admitted to hospitals in
the last few years for kid-
ney and prostate procedu-
res.

In November 2014 the
Brazilian great stayed in a
Sao Paulo hospital for two

time in intensive care,
because of a urinary tract
infection.

At the time, his Brazi-
lian doctors said intensive
care was needed because
of excessive inflammation

in his body caused by the
infection.
Pele’s meeting with

Mbappe had initially
been planned for last No-
vember but was postpo-
ned because of the Bra-
zilian’s poor health at the
time. AP

we can still take some momen-
tum and confidence into the ma-
tch.”

The other South African team
in action this weekend, the Cape
Town-based Stormers, face the
Queensland Reds in Brisbne as
they continue a tough Austra-
lasian tour. The Stormers lost
to both the Wellington-based
Hurricanes and Auckland-based
Blues.

The Hurricanes face the Du-
nedin-based Highlanders and
the Blues take on the New Sou-
th Wales Waratahs, who have
rested captain Michael Hoo-
per after a surprising loss to
the Sunwolves. The defending
champion Crusaders host the
ACT Brumbies in Christchurch
and the Australian conferen-
ce-leading Melbourne Rebels
meet the Sunwolves. AP

Brazilian soccer legend Pele (left) and French soccer plaer Kylian
Mbappe pose during a photocall in Paris earlier this week
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Bizcuits

Leanda Lee

EnvironmenT: Not quiTE
LEADERLESS

In an unusually forthright utterance at MIECF last
week, Antonio Trindade (CEO of CESL Asia) made
the surprising statement that Macau lacks integri-
ty in environmental leadership. The surprise is not
about the statement’s veracity, for those who know
our coastlines are privy to the devastating putridity.
Rather, it is surprising because Trindade has always
been assertively measured, rather diplomatically so,
in his public interviews on the state of the environ-
ment.

Avyear ago, Trindade was already critical of the lack
of environmental leadership but it was of a general
nature and couched with hope: hope that the gover-
nment post-Hato would recognise the weaknesses
in our logistics’, waste management and utilities’ de-
livery systems; hope that policy development would
be expedited; hope that the Greater Bay Area and
diversification would broaden policy horizons; and
hope that the technological solutions CESL has on
offer would be leveraged by the government.

This time he did not mince words: “...over 80 per-
cent of the sewage water is discharged untreated”,
“...no possibility of a marine economy”, “We must
change everything we do”, “This pollution occurs...
because none of the wastewater plants works pro-
perly.”

Given CESL Asia’s loss of a waste-water treatment
contract and disputes with the administration going
back more than seven years, the CEQ’s acerbic sta-
tements might be taken as a resentful “we told you
s0” to an administration deaf to expert advice and
now caught napping on the job. Given that it is not in
his company’s interests to lose friends in high places,
Trindade’s response is more likely to be a considered
one of a seasoned and well-networked professional
entirely frustrated by the head-in-the-sand apathy of
an administration that is not able to make the culture
shift to presiding over a civic community rather than
a consumer/commercial/political entity. His message
highlighted more black holes in our environmental
policy - blind spots in the beautification, regenera-
tion, and sustainable management of our city; such
a pearl Macau could be.

Spreading environmental awareness and leader-
ship go beyond government and its administration.
When the time is right, leaders from the community
become visible and have a voice. Macau has seen
the rise of community groups taking on this leader-
ship and to shake those sleeping on the job out of
their indifference. There are groups cleaning up ru-
bbish from beaches almost every weekend, others
re-planting the mangroves, photographers capturing
the undreamed-of diversity in our flora and fauna, and
friends banding together to teach other community
members how to sort recyclables. It's a ground-swell.

Only 10 percent community uptake is needed to
shift behaviour and, subsequently, values, and given
the administrative initiatives announced on Wednes-
day, community voices are encouraging baby steps
out of inertia. The Environmental Protection Bureau is
making some bold moves that other jurisdictions are
still debating: this year we will see collection boxes
to recycle light-globes; reverse vending machines to
return plastic drink bottles; and take-away diners will
be encouraged to refuse disposable plastic cutlery.
Not every good idea has the intended impact, but this
is a start, and the message is significant.

Much hard work has been done elsewhere, and
the activists and leaders driving change in environ-
mental attitudes can borrow from initiatives that have
worked in other highly commercialised and industria-
lised countries. The European Parliament has voted
for compulsory labelling of environmental impact on
packaging, and to ban some single-use plastic items
by 2021. This will drive a huge change in packaging
design which will impact far beyond Europe because
of the integrated global supply chain. In a huge mes-
sage to producers, suppliers will be required to cover
the cost of collecting cigarette butts and fishing gear,
clearly shifting the responsibility up stream.

From the influential to the “small potatoes”, groups
and individuals, people are voicing their concerns for
environmental problems and something is happe-
ning - the time is ripe.

® RALLY FOR RUGBY: THE HoNG KONG
SEVENS ARE BACK THIS WEEKEND

Now in its 44th year, the 2019 Hong Kong Sevens
is bigger and better than ever, the organizers say.

More than 120,000 fans will gather at Hong Kong
Stadium from today through Sunday for the seven-
th leg of the World Rugby Sevens Series, which wel-
comes 40 teams from 34 countries — making this
the world’s largest congregation of rugby unions in
2019.

To add to the excitement, the series’ top four fi-
nishers this year will automatically qualify for the

2020 Summer Olympics.

Rugby Sevens fever flows well beyond the sta-
dium. The annual event turns the neighboring city
on full blast with creative costumes, festivals, art
installations, after-parties and music performances.

The Harbourfront will be transformed today
into a ticketed music festival featuring top acts,
including Grammy Award-winning Gwen Stefa-
ni, who will perform in Hong Kong for the first
time in a decade.

TIMMOTHY

Police, FBI trying
to verity teen is boy
missing since 2011

UTHORITIES con-

ducted DNA testing to
try to determine yesterday
whether a teenager found
wandering in Kentucky is
who he claims to be — an
Mlinois boy who disappea-
red eight years ago around
the time his mother took her
own life.

The teenager told police in
Newport, Kentucky, yester-
day [Macau time] that he had
just escaped two kidnappers
in the Cincinnati area, just
across the Ohio River, and he
identified himself as 14-year-
old Timmothy Pitzen.

In 2011, a boy by the name
of Timmothy Pitzen from
Aurora, Illinois, vanished at
age 6 after his mother picked
him up at school, took him
on a road trip to the zoo and
a water park, and then killed
herself at a hotel. She left a
note saying that her son was
safe but that no one would
ever find him.

Aurora police sent two de-
tectives to check out the tee-
nager’s story, and the FBI
was also investigating. Tim-
mothy’s grandmother and
an aunt said that police were
using DNA testing.

“We still have no confir-
mation of the identity of the
person located, but hope to

5

have something later this
afternoon or early this eve-
ning,” Aurora police tweeted
Thursday morning.

The teenager was taken
Wednesday to a hospital,
and no information on his
condition was released.
Newport is some 330 miles
from Aurora.

Over the years, there have
been several false sightings
of Timmothy, and police and
the boy’s family reacted cau-
tiously to the latest develop-
ment.

“There have been so many
tips and sightings and what-
not, and you try not to panic
or be overly excited,” said
Timmothy’s grandmother,
Alana Anderson. “Every day
you hope, and every day you
worry.”

Timothy’s mother, Amy
Fry-Pitzen, was found dead
at a hotel in Hllinois in what
was ruled a suicide. She left
a note that said Timmothy
was with others who would
love and care for him. People
magazine reported that she
added a chilling message:
“You will never find him.”

Police said his mother
took steps that suggested
she might have dropped her
son off with a friend, noting
that the boy’s car seat and

DECISIVE MOMENT
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:I'immothy Pitzen from Aurora,
lllinois, vanished at age 6

Spider- Man backpack were
gone. Police at the time also
said they found credit card
receipts showing she bought
children’s clothing and toys
in Wisconsin.

Timmothy’s grandmother
said yesterday that her dau-
ghter had fought depression
for years and was having
problems in her marriage to
Timmothy’s father.

At the time of the boy’s di-
sappearance, police searched
for him in Illinois, Wisconsin
and Iowa. The grandmother
said the worst day was when
blood was found in her dau-
ghter’s car, but like all the
other leads in the case, that
one went nowhere. AP

Crossroad alert. Where have all the people gone? Cotai? Usually, on Thursdays, 4pm is peak
hour on this dramatic intersection downtown. Not yesterday.

SOURCE: DSMG

Roadside 55-75
Moderate
High
Density 60-80
Residental \oderate
Area
. 55-75
(T Moderate
WORLD BRIEFS

AP PHOTO

TRUMP Donald Trump
is threatening to slap
tariffs on cars produced
in Mexico unless the
country does more to
stop migrants trying to
cross the border to the
United States. Trump
told reporters that if that
“powerful incentive” but
“less drastic measure”
doesn’t work, he’ll

go through with his
standing threat to close
the U.S.-Mexico border.

b B

MORMONS The
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
repealed rules unveiled
in 2015 that banned
baptisms for children of
gay parents and made
gay marriage a sin
worthy of expulsion. The
surprise announcement
by the Mormon church
reverses rules that
triggered widespread
condemnations from
LGBTQ sectors.
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VATICAN Pope
Francis named Atlanta
Archbishop Wilton
Gregory, 71, (pictured)
as the new archbishop
of Washington D.C.,
choosing a moderate,
and the first African-
American, to lead the
archdiocese that has
become the epicenter
of the clergy sex abuse
crisis in the U.S.

BREXIT Prime Minister
Theresa May and
opposition Labour Party
chief Jeremy Corbyn are
poles apart — and there
have been precious few
signs of them having
any warmth for one
another — but political
reality has bound them
together as Britain
struggles to escape its
Brexit agony.
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