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More on backpage

CHINA A group of at 
least six foreigners who 
have been punished by a 
court in southern China for 
their alleged involvement 
in an international 
methamphetamine 
operation includes a 
Houston man who was 
sentenced to death.

INDIA Hundreds of 
thousands of people were 
evacuated along India’s 
eastern coast on yesterday 
as authorities braced for 
a cyclone moving through 
the Bay of Bengal that was 
forecast to bring extremely 
severe wind and rain.

SRI LANKA Catholic 
services are being canceled 
for a second weekend in 
Sri Lanka’s capital after 
the government warned 
of more possible attacks 
by the same Islamic 
State-linked group that 
carried out Easter suicide 
bombings that killed 257 
people.

US REGULATORS

Record $35m Wynn 
fine a deterrent

MARCELO TOURS THE CITY IN 24H

Macau at heart of 
Sino-Portuguese 
relations
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old adriatic shipbuilding 
hub turns to china

tour bus crashes 
into old cafeteria

The port of Pula, a 163-year-old 
complex commissioned by Austro-
Hungarian Emperor Franz Joseph I is 
desperately looking for Chinese money

A tour bus lost control and 
crashed into a cafeteria on 
Avenida de Sidónio Pais 
yesterday morning P3 GAMING ANALYSIS

gaming 
receipts at 
fastest fall 
pace, but 
there s hope
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More than 180,000 
tourists entered 
Macau on May 1

A total of 183,323 tourists arrived in Macau 
on Labor Day alone, an increase of almost 
77% compared with last year. It is worth 
noting, however, that Labor Day last year 
was the end of the four-day holiday in 
mainland China, unlike this year, which was 
the first day. The border gate again topped 
the list of the most populous checkpoints, 
as it alone recorded 234,945 arrivals. Social 
media images showed long queues outside 
the Gongbei border building in mainland 
China. People claimed to have waited for 
four hours before successfully crossing both 
checkpoints.

PLA open day 
attracted 3,000 
visitors
The People’s Liberation Army’s camp in 
Macau was open to the public for three 
consecutive days. On the second day, May 1, 
it attracted more than 3,000 visitors, more 
than 10,000 visitors got the chance to see 
the camp over the three days. Numerous 
presentations were prepared, such as a 
counter-terror drill, as well as showcases of 
explosions and smoke tactics. Many were 
waiting for hours before the doors opened. 
Yesterday was the last day for public visits, 
which was especially for students and 
associations.

Lawmaker Ella Lei 
wants guarding of 
gov’t rentals
The government is extensively relying 
on the rental of offices for public use, 
lawmaker Ella Lei pointed out in a written 
inquiry. The government budget for this 
year reserved nearly MOP1 billion to pay 
these bills. Even though the government 
has pledged to gradually move offices 
to self-owned premises, the soon-to-be-
opened public office building will only save 
MOP21 million in rental, while the other 
buildings will only be finished in 2021 at 
the earliest. In the written inquiry, Lei 
asks the government if it can further rely 
on automatic services and less expensive 
premises, as well as requesting self-
governing bodies to abide by the same 
government regulations governing rental 
budgeting.

‘Bring back Macau’s International Jazz Festival’
Dear Editor,

Last Sunday I ceremonious-
ly buried my promotional tee 
shirt for the 6th Macau Jazz 
Festival of 1988. The day was 
chosen carefully. 

Solemnity was called for, so 
I trekked to the top of Altinho 
de Coloane - the big hill on the 
island, from where the whole 
territory was once easily visi-
ble. 

I wrapped the shirt together 
with eight one-pataca coins for 
good luck – in keeping with 
Feng Shui and the auspicious 
‘88 year of the festival. 

The shirt’s once bold motif 
and band lineup was barely 
visible after the thousand and 
more washes of the treasured, 

letter to the editor

soft and threadbare cloth. 
I laid it in the earth and buried 

it there. Walking back down, it 
struck me again that the faded 
shirt was a sad metaphor of the 
same fading of jazz from the 
city and the decline of the very 
special Macau Jazz Club. 

But what an astounding ar-
ray of talent came through the 
jazz festival’s humble doors in 
its not so short a life! Spanning 
from 1979 to the last in 2002, 
the Macau Jazz Club presented 
jazz musicians from Europe, 
the U.S., Japan, Australia and 
neighboring S.E. Asian coun-
tries such as the Philippines, 
Singapore, Vietnam and home-
grown Hong Kong and Macau. 

U.S. musician icon Tom Har-
rell (quartet) with his trumpet 

and flugelhorn; Ray Anderson, 
no. 1 jazz trombone player at 
the time, Dave Parker/ John 
Stubblefield Quartet, Ric Hals-
tead and One Finger Snap. 
From Japan: Toshinory Wondo 
Ima, Shigeharu Mukai Quartet; 
from Portugal and elsewhere: 
Maria Joao, celebrated jazz 
singer, Rao Kiao, Saheb Sarbib 
Trio, and many, many others. 

What’s more - that talent 
came for the love of jazz, and 
so did our audiences, our vo-
lunteers and our dedicated (if 
oftentimes quarrelsome) com-
mittee. 

It was real - and we all felt it. 
Those that experienced it, they 
want that feeling back. And 
those that haven’t yet - well, 
they might not know it, but 

they need it too. 
So. On this international Day 

of Jazz [April 30], I appeal to all 
lovers of real, soulful and above 
all live jazz – of all ages and ba-
ckgrounds: 

Let’s get the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau, Macao Foundation 
and any other understanding 
parties something real to get 
behind, and give this ‘Interna-
tional Tourist City’ a festival we 
all deserve. 

Bring back Macau’s Interna-
tional Jazz Festival. 

As for me, I have high hopes. 
After all, I buried that trea-

sured emblem of Macau’s jazz 
scene on a date many hold to 
be a day of miraculous rebirth.

Joe Rosario, Macau

GAMING

Casino panel hopes record $35m 
Wynn fine serves as deterrent
Philip Marcelo, Boston

THE record USD35.5 million 
in fines Massachusetts im-

posed on Wynn Resorts and its 
CEO reflect the many violations 
uncovered but are also meant to 
serve as a deterrent as the nas-
cent state casino industry takes 
shape, Massachusetts regula-
tors said yesterday.

The state’s Gaming Commis-
sion levied a $35 million fine 
on Wynn Resorts and another 
$500,000 on new CEO Ma-
tthew Maddox for failing to 
disclose years of allegations of 
sexual misconduct against com-
pany founder Steve Wynn. But 
the five-member panel allowed 
the company to retain its state 
casino license and open its $2.6 
billion Encore Boston Harbor 
resort as planned in June.

“We do feel like that fine re-
flects the scope and multitude 
of the violations,” Commission 
Chairwoman Cathy Judd-Stein 
said as the panel met in Boston 
the morning after delivering 
its long-awaited decision. “We 
were very mindful that it shou-
ld serve as punishment to really 
address the violations. We also 
thought it was necessary to pro-
vide a message of deterrence to 
ensure future compliance.”

The commission was focused 
on how long company officials 
were aware of the allegations 
and how they responded, ra-
ther than the truth behind the 
claims. Steve Wynn, who resig-
ned as CEO last year, has denied 
the allegations.

The fines are due within 30 
days and will be allocated ac-
cording to the same formula all 
state gambling proceeds are dis-
tributed, she said.

That formula outlines 12 spen-
ding priorities, the largest of 
which are aid to cities and towns 
(20, transportation (15%), edu-
cation (14%), the state’s reserve 
fund (10%), and state debt and 
long-term liabilities (10%).

And while there is no commis-
sion process for appealing fines, 

the company can seek a state 
court review, Judd-Stein ack-
nowledged.

Wynn Resorts released a sta-
tement yesterday, saying that 
in “both its decision and in their 
meeting today, the Commission 
recognized the importance of 
the changes the company has 
made.”

“With the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission review 
complete, our company is now 
focused on a successful launch 
of Encore Boston Harbor,” the 
company said.

The fine is the biggest imposed 
by any state casino regulatory 
agency, commission staff and 
industry experts said. The Ne-
vada Gaming Commission in 
February levied a $20 million 

fine on Wynn Resorts that was 
the largest imposed at the time, 
they said.

The $35 million will certain-
ly affect the company’s bottom 
line this year, but it’s a relatively 
small sacrifice, said Richard 
McGowan, a gambling expert at 
Boston College.

“Yes, the fine will hurt,” Mc-
Gowan said. “But the fact that 
the casino is a $2.6 billion pro-
ject kind of dwarfs the fine.”

Commission members Wed-
nesday declined to elaborate on 
how they arrived at the specific 
dollar value for the fine.

But WBUR reports $35 
million represents about a mon-
th’s worth of projected gambling 
revenues at the soon-to-open 
casino, based on state budget 
estimates. It’s also equivalent to 
what the company, which also 
owns casinos in Las Vegas and 
Macau, generates in revenues 
companywide in less than two 
days.

And while the fine on Maddox, 
the company CEO, is also sig-
nificant, the ultimate decision 
about whether he should conti-
nue to lead the company is up to 
Wynn Resorts’ board of direc-
tors, not regulators, said Kabri-
na Krebel Chang, a Boston Uni-
versity business professor. AP

Wynn Resorts’ CEO Matt Maddox
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MGM China Holdings 
Ltd recorded an ear-

nings increase of 26.8% to 
HKD1.62 billion before in-
terest, taxation, deprecia-
tion and amortization (EBI-
TDA) in the first quarter of 
the year.

According to the gaming 
operator, net revenue was 
HKD5.76 billion in the pe-
riod of January 1 to March 
31, representing a 23.5% in-
crease year-on-year.

The boost was reportedly 
fueled by MGM Cotai’s per-
formance, which opened in 
February 2018, with the the 
property adding 25 new-to-
-market tables in  January, 
offering gamblers more op-
tions. 

In the fourth quarter of 
last year, MGM China’s ad-
justed EBITDA grew 9.1% to 
HKD1.41 billion, compared 
with nearly HKD1.29 billion 
a year earlier.

MGM Macau achieved an 
adjusted EBITDA of HKD1.1 
billion in the first three 
months of the year, a se-
quential growth of 13%.

The adjusted EBITDA of 
the gaming operator’s se-
cond property, MGM Cotai, 
was also up 17% quarter-
-on-quarter, to HKD544 
million.

As cited in a press release, 
Jim Murren, chief executi-
ve and chairman of MGM 
Resorts, said, “MGM Cotai 
continued to ramp [up] and 
contributed to the […] grow-
th in adjusted property EBI-
TDA at MGM China.”

“During the quarter, we 
were very pleased to recei-
ve the extension to our Ma-
cau sub-concession to June 
2022. We remain deeply 
committed to Macau’s con-
tinued evolution into an in-
ternational leisure and tou-
rism destination,” he added.

The results were released 
earlier this week and were 
filed under international fi-
nancial reporting standards 
(IFRS), the system MGM 
China used as a Hong Kon-
g-listed company. 

Meanwhile, Sanford C. 
Bernstein Ltd noted that 
the gaming operator’s first 
quarter results “beat street 
estimates with adjusted 
property EBITDA […] 6% 
above consensus.”

The brokerage believed 
that the results were due to 
“largely to high VIP hold at 
MGM Cotai.”

MGM 
China 
records net 
revenue of 
HKD5.76b 
in Q1

ANALYSIS

Good times may soon 
return to casinos

Ian Fok takes over Stanley’s 
last post on STDM’s board
THE second son of 

tycoon Henry Fok, 
Ian Fok, is reported to 
be the new chairman of 
the Board of Directors 
of Sociedade de Turis-
mo e Diversões de Ma-
cau (STDM), succeeding 
its founder, Stanley Ho.

Ian Fok is the repre-
sentative of the Hen-
ry Fok Foundation at 

STDM. Combined, HF 
foundation and Pansy 
Ho control 54.11% of 
Sociedade de Jogos 
de Macau’s (SJM) sha-
res.

According to media re-
ports, the family owns 
the same number of 
STDM shares.

Following these chan-
ges, Ho’s sister, Nanette 

Ho, also left the mana-
gement team, making 
way for Maisy Ho, the 
executive director of 
Shun Tak Holdings Li-
mited.

Meanwhile, two fur-
ther members of the 
Fok family will be part 
of the gaming group’s 
management, along 
with current members, 

Angela Leong and Ina 
Chan.

Back in January, Pansy 
Ho and the Henry Fok 
Foundation announ-
ced an alliance, giving 
them majority control 
in SJM.

As cited in the Hong 
Kong exchange filing, 
Pansy Ho and the Fok 
Foundation will own 

approximately 53% of 
STDM following the 
agreement.

The filing also indica-
ted that these parties 
would collaborate on 
extending SJM’s ga-
ming concession in the 
SAR, as it is set to expire 
in 2020.

Stanley Ho is the 
president emeritus of 
Shun Tak Holdings Li-
mited, following his 
retirement last year as 
the chief executive offi-
cer and member of the 
SJM Executive Commi-
ttee. LV

FATTENED by years of 
non-stop growth, casi-
no operators struggled 
through their slowest 

month in almost three years. But 
the good times, analysts say, may 
soon return.

Revenue at the world’s largest 
gaming hub slumped 8.3% in 
April – the third monthly decli-
ne this year – as China’s sluggish 
economy kept high-rollers away 
from gambling tables. April was 
possibly the low point for Ma-
cau’s casinos, according to re-
search firm Sanford C. Bernstein, 
but the going may get better.

The Chinese economy, with its 
big headwind, could be on the 
mend. It delivered a stronger-
-than-expected first quarter, when 
gross domestic product increased 
6.4% and industrial output jum-
ped 8.5%, Bloomberg reports.

The mainland provides more 
than two thirds of Macau’s vi-
sitors to casinos owned by ope-
rators including Wynn Macau 
and MGM China. The growing 

mass market of casual gamblers 
is also propping up declines 
among VIP visitors.

“Improvements in the econo-
mic environment in China, if sus-
tainable, [are] positive,” said Ber-
nstein analyst Vitaly Umansky in 
a report. Gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) in Macau may rise be-
tween 2% to 4% in May, he said.

However, Union Gaming 
analysts, led by Grant Govertsen, 
expect the recovery of Macau’s 
GGR growth to come a tad later, 
in June. Casinos should notch 
up low single-digit percentage 
growth for the full year, Union 
Gaming said in a May 1 report.

NEW CHALLENGES
Even as China’s growth wor-

ries start easing, casinos may 
face challenges from other quar-
ters. New Cotai Holdings LLC, 
an entity in Macau casino ven-
ture Studio City owned by U.S. 
partners, filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection in New 
York on Wednesday, listing lia-

bilities of US$500 million to $1 
billion.

While Studio City Internatio-
nal Holdings was not part of the 
bankruptcy filing, the bankrupt-
cy plea by its key owner may risk 
the funding for its latest phase, 
Bloomberg analyst Margaret 
Huang wrote in a May 2 note.

Casinos can, however, look 
to the promising mass market 
segment, which has shown sur-
prising strength. Boosted by ho-
lidays and a new bridge linking 
Zhuhai to Macau and Hong 
Kong, day-trippers and family 
tourists have been pouring in 
Macau. Also, the weakness in the 
high-end segment has not been 
as bad as feared.

A six-member index of Ma-
cau casino operators climbed 
as much as 2.5% in Hong Kong 
trading yesterday. SJM Holdin-
gs was the top gainer, with its 
shares gaining as much as 13.4% 
after it reported better-than-ex-
pected earnings, boosted by the 
mass market segment.

FASTEST FALL PACE
On the other end, gambling 

revenues fell at the fastest rate 
in almost three years in April 
against a backdrop of weak Chi-
nese economic growth, the Fi-
nancial Times has alerted.

Gross revenue from games of 
fortune fell 8.3% year-on-year 
in April to MOP23.5 billion 
(USD2.9b), according to the 
Gaming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau, in the biggest 
fall since June 2016. 

Analysts polled by Reuters 
had forecast a fall of between 
3 and 12%. The April total was 
down from MOP25.8 billion in 
March. Bernstein said in a note 
in mid-April that it expects se-
cond-quarter gross gaming re-
venue to rise at a “modest” 2 to 
4%.

“One area of potential high-
-end GGR stabilization and 
renewed strength may come 
from a recovering credit cycle 
in China which may support 
VIP recovery in the second half 
[of 2019],” Melco’s Lawrence 
Ho told the Financial Times in 
January. He said that slowing 
economic growth in China 
was weighing on Macau. Chi-
na’s economy grew at a fas-
ter-than-expected pace at the 
start of 2019, growing 6.4% 
year-on-year, in line with the 
growth seen in the final quar-
ter of 2018. MDT/Agencies

End of Losing Streak: Analysts expect Macau gaming revenue will rebound after a tough April
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Staff reporter

IN a response to lawmaker 
Sulu Sou’s interpellation, 

the Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) ex-
pressed that the Bureau saw 
no legal ground supporting 
the recognition of mainland 
teacher qualifications in 
Macau, or vice versa.

In order to support the 
view, the Bureau has espe-
cially pointed out that any 
local teachers with the in-

EIGHT local Ma-
cau residents passed 

mainland China’s legal 
professional qualification 
exams and have been 
granted a certificate by 
mainland China’s Minis-
try of Justice. 

Along with the batch of 
Macau residents, some 
residents from Hong 
Kong and Taiwan were 
also granted the qualifi-
cation.

Since 2014, Macau re-

tention of teaching formally 
on the mainland are requi-
red to pass the pertinent 
qualification examinations.

The DSEJ reiterated the 
current legal requirements 
and procedures for non-lo-
cal teachers to teach in Ma-
cau. Existing regulations 
state that teachers are con-
sidered professionals, given 
the requirement of a ter-
tiary qualification in edu-
cation. Foreign teachers, 
as such, will go through the 

sidents have taken a to-
tal of 601 mainland legal 
professional qualification 
exams and judicial exams. 

Forty-two local residen-
ts (including the most 
recent eight) have been 
granted the qualification.

The Ministry of Justi-
ce of China claims it will 
continue to provide to 
SAR residents who deci-
de to take the exams in 
China with further con-
veniences. 

procedures for non-local 
professional employees.

Such applications are 
normally submitted to 
the Labor Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) by the employer. 
The DSEJ, meanwhile, acts 
as a consultative body. De-
cisions will be made based 
on the applicants’ quali-
fications and the current 
human resources situation 
in Macau.

A subsidy scheme has 
also been launched to en-

courage local students to 
enter the teaching profes-
sion. The scheme, whi-
ch appears to resemble a 
scholarship, offers tuition 
subsidies for high-caliber 
students to pursue educa-
tion degrees or post-gra-
duate diplomas in educa-
tion. In 2018, a total of 680 
Macau citizens received 
subsidies from the scheme.

In the academic year 
spanning 2017 and 2018, 
6% of all teachers left the 
field, which is lower than 
the average of 8% in 1999.

In February, Sou filed an 
interpellation, raising con-
cerns that mutual recog-
nition may endanger the 
employment environment 
for local teachers.

Education Bureau sees no legal 
ground for mutual recognition 
of teacher qualifications 

Eight locals granted 
legal professional 
qualification in China 

PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT VISITS

Marcelo declares ‘strength of Macau 
comes from mixed cultures’

Renato Marques

IN a short visit to the Ma-
cau SAR lasting less than 
24 hours, the Portugue-
se President Marcelo 

Rebelo de Sousa wrapped up 
his tour of China.

Though short, during his 
stay, the president had the 
opportunity to meet with 
both local and Portuguese 
authorities in the region and 
speak to the community.

During his address at a re-
ception held by the Portugue-
se Consul-General, Rebelo de 
Sousa noted the uniqueness 
of the region, stating, “Macau 
is different, Macau has always 
been different from Portugal 
and that is why it was never 

a Portuguese colony,” noting 
that, from another point of 
view, it is also different from 
China.

For the Portuguese presi-
dent, Macau’s difference is 
precisely its strongest point, 
resulting from “a mix of cul-
tures, civilizations, religions, 
and people.”

According to the presi-
dent, “the friendship and 
brotherhood that has united 
the Portuguese and the Chi-
nese for the past 500 years 
started precisely in Macau,” 
and has been fortified throu-
gh Macau over the years. 
“We are all together at home. 
Macau [has been] home for 
all of us for the past 500 
years. We feel at home here. 

We built a common house 
500 years ago, which started 
neither in Lisbon nor in Bei-
jing, but here, in Macau,” the 
Portuguese president said at 
the start of his speech. He no-
ted that throughout these last 
500 years many things have 
changed, including govern-
ments and political systems, 
in both countries, but that 
these changes did not affect 
such a relationship in any 
way because what really ma-
tters are “the links between 
people.”

Such relations were said to 
have started with and have 
continued through dialogue 
and communication. The pre-
sident noted that the diffe-
rence that Macau represents 

is a “difference that would 
never be lost,” noting that 
this is the case not because 
of the Basic Law, but because 
of people and the ancient his-
tory of a relationship based 
on respect for difference.

The president also highli-
ghted the huge importance 
of the Portuguese communi-
ty and different communities 
for Portuguese language and 
culture, far beyond the inte-
rests of holding a Portugue-
se travel document. This can 
also be seen in the teaching 
and learning of the Portu-
guese language, noting that 
nowadays “there are many 
more people learning Portu-
guese in Macau than half a 
century ago.”

 
The friendship 
and 
brotherhood 
that has united 
the Portuguese 
and the 
Chinese for 
the past 500 
years started 
precisely in 
Macau.
MARCELO REBELO DE SOUSA
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PORTUGUESE PRESIDENT VISITS

Marcelo declares ‘strength of Macau 
comes from mixed cultures’

Acknowledging the short 
duration of the visit, the pre-
sident promised to return 
soon to visit the many insti-
tutions and associations that 
the short trip did not allow 
him to visit this time.

As a final note, the presi-
dent showed he was aware 
and alert to all that is ha-
ppening in Macau, including 
some hot topics recently dis-
cussed by the media. He no-
ted that his realization that 
the region still combines 
“the Chinese ancient wisdom 
with some Portuguese stir,” 
adding, “it is good when we 
receive news from Macau of 
Portuguese people, who, be-
cause they are typical Portu-
guese people, live restlessly. 
That means they want more 
and they want better [and 

also means they] have ideas 
and suggestions for admi-
nistration, and for justice 
and a few more for the edu-
cation or culture.” The pre-
sident reaffirmed that such 
agitation was a sign of the 
vivacity and initiative of the 
Portuguese people who live 
in and collaborate with the 
region.

A PROMISE TO RETURN
During a walking tour 

through the historic center 
of Macau, Rebelo de Sousa 
aired the likely possibility 
of returning to the region as 
soon as December this year. 
According to Portuguese 
news agency Lusa, Rebelo 
de Sousa said, “Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping will come 
here in December [for the 
celebrations of the 20 years 
of the handover]. I’ll proba-
bly come too; we will see [if 
that is possible].”

The president added that 
the celebrations of the 20th 
anniversary “could be a 
good reason” to return, as it 
is a significant opportunity 
in which both the People’s 
Republic of China and Por-
tugal should be naturally 
represented officially at 
the highest level, “the same 
way as it was 20 years ago 
[during the handover],” he 
concluded.

Portuguese School expansion 
a ‘great gift’ from Chui

DURING his visit to Macau, 
the Portuguese president had 

the opportunity to announce that 
the long-awaited expansion of the 
Macau Portuguese School (EPM) 
will finally proceed this year.

The expansion of the school’s fa-
cilities has been subject to an ur-
gent call from the institution’s ad-
ministration, which has said on se-
veral occasions that the school was 
reaching its capacity limit and that 
in order to continue to respond to 
increasing interest from local stu-
dents, finding a long-term solution 
to the problem was urgent.

“I was very happy when I heard 
the Chief Executive announcing 
just now that there will be support 
from the Macau government for a 

new branch of the Macau Portu-
guese School. It is an old ambition 
of the school’s,” the president said 
during his speech at a reception at 
the Portuguese Consul-General of-
ficial residence in Macau.

Rebelo de Sousa also commen-
ted on the topic when visiting the 
school on the same day, saying that 
the realization of this ambition from 
the institution is a “great gift” from 
the CE to the school and to Portugal. 
“The CE promised me that the 
school will be bigger, it will have a 
second branch that will start to be 
built during this year,” the presi-
dent said at EPM.

The information was then also 
acknowledged in an official state-
ment by the Office of the CE stating 

that Chui Sai On “agreed to the su-
ggestion made by the Portuguese 
authorities regarding the expansion 
of EPM,” noting that such a matter 
came into discussion during the 
meeting held during the morning 
with the Portuguese president at 
the government’s headquarters. 
In the same statement, the CE is 
quoted saying that “he believes 
that this will not only be a way of 
consolidating the development of 
Portuguese language and culture, 
but also a way to express the preli-
minary consensus [reached] on the 
plan to be followed in future.”

According to a TDM Radio re-
port, the new branch of EPM will 
be located on one of the land plots 
of the new landfills. RM

 
Macau 
combines 
Chinese 
ancient wisdom 
with some 
Portuguese stir.
MARCELO REBELO DE SOUSA
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A picture of the crash, taken from a social media website

THE general unemployment rate 
of Macau remained stable at 1.7 

percent for the first quarter this year 
as compared with the previous period 
(from December 2018 to February 
2019), the SAS’s statistics service said 
this week.

Information from the Statistics and 
Census Service also indicated the 
unemployment rate of local residen-
ts also remained stable at 2.3 percent 
for the first quarter. Meanwhile, the 
underemployment rate (0.4 percent) 
dropped by 0.1 percentage point.

Total labor force was 393,600 and 
the labor force participation rate was 
70.4 percent in the first quarter. Total 
employment was 387,100 and num-
ber of employed residents totaled 
282,000, down by 1,000 and 1,600 
respectively from the previous pe-
riod.

The number of the unemployed decrea-
sed by 200 to 6,500. New labor market 
entrants seeking their first job accounted 
for 8.5 percent of the total unemployed, 
up by 1.9 percentage points.

Median monthly employment earnin-
gs of the employed in the first quarter in-
creased by MOP1,000 quarter-to-quar-
ter to MOP 17,000, with those engaging 
in gaming and junket activities and cons-
truction sector earning MOP20,000 and 
17,000 respectively. Xinhua

General 
unemployment 
rate remains 
stable

Tour bus crashes into old 
cafeteria on Av. Sidónio Pais
Staff reporter

A tour bus lost con-
trol and crashed 
into a cafeteria on 
Avenida de Sidónio 

Pais at about 9:30 a.m. yes-
terday. The Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) said there 
were no injuries. However, 
the façade of the cafeteria was 
partially damaged.

The cause of the accident 
was suspected to be problems 
with the braking system of 
the tour bus. The tour bus 
was carrying 45 people in to-
tal, including the driver and 
tour guide. It crashed into the 
cafeteria when it exited the 
Guia Tunnel and made a turn 
into Avenida de Sidónio Pais.

The driver of the bus has 
more than 10 years of expe-
rience as a driver. The bus, on 
the other hand, was delivered 
in 2012, meaning that it had 
not reached its year of man-
datory inspection, as stated 
by the law.

There were around 20 di-
ners in the cafeteria when 
the accident happened. The 
crash point was closer to the 
kitchen, where the owner was 

working at the time of the 
crash. She fled immediately 
after hearing the “loud bang” 
resulting from the crash.

The owner said that only the 
gate was damaged and beca-
me inoperable. The company 
insuring the tour bus was re-

ported to be working on the 
compensation. She wishes to 
reopen her cafeteria as soon 
as possible.

The cafeteria has been in 
operation at the same loca-
tion for more than 20 years.

A similar incident happe-

ned approximately two and a 
half years ago, in which ano-
ther tour bus crashed into a 
clinic near the back entrance 
of Kiang Wu Hospital. In that 
incident, 29 were injured, 
with three in severe condi-
tion. 
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MGM executives explore 
the Greater Bay Area

THE applications 
for registration 

of the takeover bid 
for Portuguese power 
company EDP – Ener-
gias de Portugal and 
EDP Renováveis by 
the China Three Gor-
ges group were rejec-
ted by the Portugue-
se Securities Market 
Commission (CMVM), 
the regulatory body 
announced in Lisbon.

The CMVM, in a sta-
tement, said that the 
decision was based on 
the fact that the con-
ditions set out in the 
preliminary announ-
cement by the Chinese 
state group had not 
been met.

The regulator thus 
complied with the no-
tice issued about ten 
days before the Ge-
neral Meeting of the 
EDP group outlining 

that the amendment 
of the group’s articles 
of association, in par-
ticular with regard 
to the 25% limit on 
voting rights, was an 
essential condition for 
the operation to move 
forward.

On 24 April 2019, the 
General Meeting of 
EDP did not approve a 
proposal to amend its 
by-laws.

“In this respect, a 
requirement for the 
registration and sub-
sequent launch of the 
offer on EDP was not 
met and, as a result, 
on EDP-R, was veri-
fied and, therefore, the 
Board of Directors of 
CMVM decided, on 30 
April 2019, to reject 
applications for regis-
tration of those public 
takeover bids,” the 
statement concluded.

Market regulator 
ends Three 
Gorges takeover 
bid for EDP

FORUM MDT/Macauhub

GRANT Bowie, Chief 
Executive Officer 

and Executive Director of 
MGM China, recently led 
a delegation of more than 
20 members from the 
company’s senior mana-
gement team to Shenzhen, 
the company announced 
yesterday. 

They met with represen-
tatives of the Hong Kong 
and Macao Affairs Office of 
the People’s Government 
of Shenzhen Municipali-
ty as well as visiting Sea 
World Culture and Arts 
Center, Reform and Ope-
ning-Up Exhibition Hall, 
Tencent and many other 
technology companies. 
In a press release, MGM 
said the visit helped them 
“learning more about the 
positioning of Shenzhen in 
the Greater Bay Area, and 
how the city is becoming a 
global hub of innovation 
and creativity.”

Designated as a City of 
Design by UNESCO, Shen-
zhen is one of the core en-
gines for the development 
of the Greater Bay Area. 

A “keen advocate of arts 
and culture,” MGM visi-
ted Shenzhen’s new cultu-
ral landmark – Sea World 
Culture and Arts Center 
– “to understand how pu-
blic art can be redefined 
into unique cultural expe-
riences.” The delegation 
then went to the Reform 
and Opening-Up Exhibi-
tion Hall for an exhibition 
showcasing thousands of 
iconic objects related to 
Guangdong’s development 
over the past 40 years sin-
ce the reform and openin-

g-up, as well as the rise of 
Shenzhen.

In addition, the senior 
management team visited 
global innovation and te-
chnology enterprises Ten-
cent, Royole and Hytera, 
and observed the applica-
tions and technologies of 
the Greater Bay Area, such 
as the use of facial recogni-
tion in payment systems, 
augmented reality and 
human-machine interface 
technologies. 

According to the com-
pany’s communique, they 

also took the opportunity 
to meet with representati-
ves of the Hong Kong and 
Macao Affairs Office of the 
People’s Government of 
Shenzhen Municipality, “to 
discuss how MGM and Ma-
cau can grow as the Greater 
Bay Area develops.”

For Grant Bowie, “Shen-
zhen continues to evolve 
and develop. It is truly an 
all-encompassing city that 
welcomes all people and 
competitions. We need to 
learn from Shenzhen, wel-
coming more innovations 
to facilitate new and exce-
llent customer experien-
ces. This visit offer[ed] a 
great opportunity for our 
team members to get to 
know more about Shen-
zhen’s and how we should 
position ourselves.” 

“We want to challenge 
and encourage them to 
never stop exploring and 
growing their knowledge, 
and to add value to the 
grain of sands of MGM, 
the Macau community, 
and the Greater Bay Area,” 
Bowie said.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
5 ground rules for home buying success

There are few purchases in life that carry the 
financial and psychological weight of buying 
a home.  
Whether you are buying your first home or 
downsizing your home and your life after 
the kids have gone, it pays to understand 
the ground rules for success in the home 
buying world.
Making the wrong decision when buying 
a home can have devastating and long las-
ting effects, while making a wise decision in 
home buying can greatly enhance the ove-
rall value of the investment.  
It is advisable to learn all you can about pro-
perty and mortgages before setting out to 
purchase the home of your choice.
Whilst there are plenty of web sites desig-
ned to help first time homeowners learn 
all they can, most financial experts say that 
there is no substitute for experience, or 
talking to someone with experience.
When buying a home it is wise to use a sys-
tematic approach, as this is often the best 
way to be sure that all decisions are based 
on information and reason. Buying a home 
can be an emotional process. Nevertheless 
it is imperative to keep emotions under 
control and not let them cloud your judg-
ment.
There are five basic ground rules when it co-
mes to buying a home wisely, they are:

1   Get your financing before you get 
your home
There are few things in life as disappointing 
as losing out on the home of your dreams 
because you are unable to secure funding.  
While the desire to get out there and search 
for that great home is understandable, it is 

vital to line up the financing you will need 
before you start shopping for a home.
Getting the financing ahead of time has a 
number of important advantages, including 
knowing how much you can pay and gaining 
more respect from the property agents.
By knowing how much home you can af-
ford, you will avoid wasting your time 
looking at unaffordable properties, and the 
agent will be more than willing to show you 
the homes in your price range.
It is also important to take a good look at 
the various types of mortgage on the market 
before getting started in the home buying 
process.
These days, mortgages come in far more 
choices than the typical 15 or 20 year. For 
that reason, potential home buyers need 
to understand how each type of mortgage 
works, and to gauge which mortgage is the 
best choice for their needs.

2   Look at the area, not just the pro-
perty
It is a good idea to look at the entire area and 
community, instead of focusing on a single 
property. 
This can be a particularly important thing to 
consider if you have recently moved to Ma-
cau, and may be unfamiliar with the local 
climate and lifestyle.
It is crucial to determine the areas of town 
that are most desirable, and to consider 
things like distance from work and access to 
transportation.
We have all heard that location is the key 
consideration when it comes to real estate, 
and that is certainly the case. 
Buying a house in the wrong area can be a 

big mistake, and it is important to choose the 
location as well as the home.  

3  Be fair with your first offer
Trying to lowball a seller on the first offer can 
backfire, as can paying too much. 
It is important to carefully evaluate the 
market, and to compare the asking price of 
the home with what similar houses in the 
neighborhood have sold for.
Comparing the sales of comparable homes, 
what are known as “comps” in the industry, 
is one of the best ways to determine what is 
fair, and to make sure that you neither over-
pay or underbid on the property.

4 Conduct a home inspection
Investigate the home for possible defects 
before making an offer.  Compared to the 
cost of the average home, the price of a home 
inspection by a reliable contractor is virtually 
negligible.
To find a good contractor, it is a good idea 
to seek out referrals as many of the best 
contractors rely purely on word of mouth 
advertising.

5   Do not alienate the sellers of the 
home
Many real estate deals have fallen apart due 
to the personal animosity of the buyer and 
the seller. 
It is important to avoid alienating the seller 
of the home during the process, and to avoid 
nitpicking every little detail during the sale. 
Keeping the good will of the seller will help 
the transaction go smoothly, and it will 
provide the best environment for seller and 
buyer alike.

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JML Property.  JML was established 
in 1994 and offers Investment Property & Homes. It specializes in managing properties for 
owners and investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants. 
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com sam lee

FOXCONN Technology 
Group is moving forward 

with its plan to build a manu-
facturing facility in Wisconsin 
and President Donald Trump 
has promised to visit when 
production starts next year, the 
Taiwanese company’s leader 
told reporters following a mee-
ting at the White House.

Foxconn CEO Terry Gou met 
with Trump yesterday [Macau 
time] to discuss the company’s 
ever-changing Wisconsin pro-
ject. Gou was in Wisconsin la-
ter in the day where he planned 
to meet for the first time with 
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers, a 
critic of the plan.

Foxconn, the world’s largest 
electronics company whose 
customers include Apple, Ama-
zon and Google, plans to bui-
ld a display screen factory in 
southeast Wisconsin. Foxconn 
reached the deal with former 
Republican Gov. Scott Walker 
and Evers was critical of the ta-
xpayer credits promised to the 
company during his successful 
campaign against Walker last 
year.

Evers told reporters Thurs-
day he planned to tell Gou he 
looked forward to making sure 
the Wisconsin project was suc-
cessful. But Evers said there 

was no question the project 
was going to be smaller than 
originally planned, given that 
Foxconn has said publicly it’s 
building a factory that makes 
smaller display screens than 
the existing contract envisio-
ned.

After waffling earlier this 
year on its intentions, Gou re-
committed to the project in 
February after a meeting with 
Trump. Gou said that during 
their meeting Wednesday, the 
president committed to coming 
to Wisconsin in May 2020 to 
see the start of production, ac-
cording to Kyodo News.

Trump has been a vocal ba-
cker of the project, proclaiming 
it the “eighth wonder of the 
world” and he visited Wiscon-
sin last summer for the grou-
ndbreaking. Trump has heral-
ded the development as a sign 
of resurgence in American ma-
nufacturing.

But skeptics question whether 
Foxconn will fulfill its com-
mitments in the project, citing 
others it has promised but fai-
led to deliver around the world. 
Foxconn failed to meet its job 
targets last year to qualify for 
tax credits in Wisconsin and 
has downsized the type of fac-
tory it intends to build. AP

Trump met with Foxconn 
CEO about Wisconsin project
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melco team members attend 
exhibition on national security

Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment Limited’s management 
and a team of 50 colleagues 
from various departments at-
tended the National Security 
Education Exhibition with the 

must appoints new faculty head over 30 years of teaching 
and research experien-
ce in the hospitality and 
tourism management 
discipline, the university 
stated.

He started teaching at 
Texas Tech University 
in 1989 and got his doc-
torate degree at Nova 
Southeastern University 
in the U.S. 

Over the years, the fa-
culty had nearly 5,000 
graduates, under the lea-
dership of Professor Goh. 
The faculty pledged that it 
would continue to cultiva-
te a new generation of ta-
lents for Macau’s hospita-
lity and tourism industry.

and CEO of Melco Resorts & 
Entertainment, said, “Under 
Melco’s Culture and Herita-
ge programs, we encourage 
colleagues to build a better 
understanding of China by 
developing a stronger sense 
of national identity by learning 
about its culture, history and 
modernization.”

In addition to the recent 
“Splendors of China” leader-
ship forum, Ho believes that 
the exhibition will further de-
velop knowledge on the im-
plementation of national se-
curity within mainland China 
and locally within Macau, and 
highlight the significance of 
this for each individual mem-
ber of the community.

Professor Goh Kok 
Beng has been appoin-
ted Dean of the Facul-
ty of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management 
at Macau University of 
Science and Technology 
(MUST), the university 
announced in a state-
ment.

MUST management 
believes that with Pro-
fessor Goh’s experien-
ces in teaching and re-
search in the hospitality 
industry, the faculty will 
be led to nurture more 
talents in the SAR.

Professor Goh has 

aim of raising awareness on 
matters of national affairs 
and security.

As cited in a press release 
issued by the gaming opera-
tor, Lawrence Ho, chairman 

Britain’s Defence Minister Gavin Williamson

HUAWEI

UK’s fired defense secretary 
furiously denies leak

Jill Lawless, London

BRITAIN’S former defense 
secretary ferociously denied 

allegations that he leaked de-
tails from private government 
discussions about the Chinese 
telecommunications company 
Huawei, as opposition leaders 
called yesterday for a criminal 
investigation into the scandal.

Gavin Williamson was fired 
from the government’s top 
defense job earlier by Prime 
Minister Theresa May, who 
said she had seen “compelling 
evidence” that he was behind 
media reports that the gover-
nment had agreed — against 
the advice of the United States 
— to let Huawei participate in 
some aspects of Britain’s new 
5G wireless communications 
network.

It was the first time in decades 
that a senior minister has been 
fired over leaks of sensitive in-
formation.

Williamson hit back, telling 
Sky News that the investiga-
tion had been a “witch hunt” 
and claiming he was the vic-
tim of a “kangaroo court with a 
summary execution.”

“I swear on my children’s lives 
I did not” leak, he told the Daily 
Mail.

At 42, Williamson was Bri-
tain’s youngest-ever defense se-
cretary, but had raised hackles 
among some colleagues with 
his ambition and occasional 
gaffes. After former spy Sergei 
Skripal was poisoned with a 
nerve agent in Salisbury — an 
attack that Britain blames on 
Moscow — Williamson said 

Russia should “go away and 
should shut up.”

Critics said that sounded more 
like playground language than 
diplomatic rhetoric.

Allies of Williamson rallied to 
his support Thursday, deman-
ding that May’s government 
publish the evidence against 
him.

“Natural justice requires that 
the evidence is produced so that 
his reputation can be salvaged 
or utterly destroyed,” said Con-
servative lawmaker Desmond 
Swayne.

The firing of Williamson was 

a dramatic display of the divi-
sions and ill-discipline that is 
roiling Britain’s Conservative-
-led government.

With May weakened by her 
failure so far to take Britain out 
of the European Union, multi-
ple ministers are positioning 
themselves to try to replace her, 
partly by cultivating positive 
press coverage.

Williamson was named in 
a Daily Telegraph report last 
week as being one of several 
ministers alleged to have oppo-
sed letting Huawei work on Bri-
tain’s 5G infrastructure.

The United States has been 
lobbying allies including Bri-
tain to exclude Huawei from all 
5G networks, claiming that the 
Chinese government can force 
the company to give it backdoor 
access to data on its networks.

Opposition Labour Party de-
puty leader Tom Watson said 
the leak from a top-secret mee-
ting of Britain’s National Se-
curity Council was “indicative 
of the malaise and sickness at 
the heart of this ailing govern-
ment.”

He called for a criminal in-
vestigation into leaks from the 

security council, which is made 
up of senior ministers who re-
ceive briefings from military 
and intelligence chiefs.

Cabinet Office Minister David 
Lidington said the government 
did not plan to refer the matter 
to police.

“But we would of course coo-
perate fully should the police 
themselves consider that an in-
vestigation were necessary,” he 
told lawmakers.

Metropolitan Police chief 
Cressida Dick, however, said 
the force would only investiga-
te if it received a complaint. AP

 Gavin 
Williamson hit 
back, telling 
Sky News he 
was the victim 
of a ‘kangaroo 
court with 
a summary 
execution’
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Ex-CIA officer admits to espionage 
conspiracy with Beijing

Canada plans farm loans, canola 
trade push amid China feud 
Josh Wingrove 
& Ashley Robinson

JUSTIN Trudeau’s go-
vernment is expanding 

a loan program for far-
mers and launching a tra-
de mission to Japan and 
South Korea as Canadian 
canola exports get caught 
up in a diplomatic feud 
with China.

Trudeau’s agriculture 
and trade ministers an-
nounced the plan Wed-
nesday in Ottawa. It more 
than doubles the Advan-

ced Payments Program 
loan limit for all farmers, 
while quintupling the 
amount available to cano-
la growers in particular. 
They’re also extending the 
deadline for another aid 
program.

China is rejecting ship-
ments of Canadian cano-
la, a crop the Asian giant 
had been buying more of 
in recent years. It is the 
top export market for the 
Canadian oilseed, totaling 
USD3.3 billion last year.

Beijing alleges impuri-

ties in the crop, but Ca-
nada says it has so far 
declined to provide evi-
dence of that. Instead, it’s 
seen as likely retaliation 
for Canada’s detention of 
Huawei Technologies Co. 
Chief Financial Officer 
Meng Wanzhou late last 
year on a U.S. extradition 
request.

China also seized two 
Canadians shortly af-
ter Meng’s arrest, and 
has since sentenced two 
others to death on drug 
charges. Meng, the dau-

ghter of Huawei’s foun-
der, is under house arrest, 
subject to bail conditions, 
as the extradition process 
unfolds. China has pres-
sured Canada to release 
her.

Trade Minister Jim Carr 
said Canada may still lau-
nch a formal challenge at 
the World Trade Organi-
zation. However, he said 
the first step is to help 
farmers as Canadian of-
ficials press the Chinese 
for any evidence of their 
complaint.

Carr will lead the Japan 
and South Korean tra-
de missions in June, but 
growing canola exports 
to those countries won’t 
help farmers enough 
in the short term. Most 
countries don’t have suffi-
cient capacity to crush the 
amount of seed that China 
does.

China has built up its 
canola crushing capacity 
over the past decade, mea-
ning any growth potential 
in new markets would 
hinge on building new 
facilities. During govern-
ment committee meetings 
at the start of April, Kyle 
Jeworski, chief executive 
officer for Viterra, poin-
ted out the challenges of 
market diversification, 

stating “it requires that 
amount of capital to be 
put into those markets to 
be able to handle the ca-
nola,” making it a longer-
-term strategy.

For now, though, there 
is extra capacity in other 
markets including Euro-
pe, the United Arab Emi-
rates, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh, according to the 
Canola Council of Canada.

China buys 60 percent 
of the world’s oilseeds, 
“so to think that we’re 
going to replace crush ca-
pacity in China elsewhe-
re is just not entirely 
realistic,” Brian Innes, 
vice president of public 
affairs for the Canola 
Council, said in a phone 
interview. Bloomberg

Matthew Barakat, Alexandria

AN ex-CIA officer 
pleaded guilty yester-
day [Macau time] to 
conspiring with Chi-

na to commit espionage after 
receiving a promise from his 
Chinese handlers that he would 
be financially set for life.

Jerry Chun Shing Lee, 54, ad-
mitted as part of a plea bargain 
struck in federal court in Ale-
xandria that he received regu-
lar “taskings” from his Chine-
se handlers in 2010 and 2011 
after the meeting in which he 
was promised financial assis-
tance.

But the statement of facts filed 
in court is silent as to whether 
he actually succeeded in delive-
ring any intelligence to China.

Whether he delivered secrets 
to the Chinese “is a matter that 
will come out to some extent in 
sentencing,” said U.S. District 
Judge T.S. Ellis III, who set 
sentencing for Aug. 23.

Lee’s lawyers, Ed MacMahon 
and Nina Ginsberg, said that if 
prosecutors had evidence Lee 
had delivered government se-
crets, they would have put it 
forward. MacMahon rejected 
assertions in some news repor-
ts that Lee was a mole respon-
sible for exposing a network of 
U.S. assets in China who were 
eventually executed.

The case against Lee “has ne-
ver included any claim that Mr. 
Lee was responsible for getting 
anyone killed,” MacMahon 
said.

G. Zachary Terwilliger, U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia, which is pro-
secuting the case, said in a sta-
tement: “Lee sold out his coun-
try, conspired to become a spy 
for a foreign government, and 

then repeatedly lied to investi-
gators about his conduct.”

Lee, a naturalized U.S. citizen 
from Hong Kong, could receive 
life in prison. But the plea deal 
sets federal sentencing guide-
lines at roughly 18 to 27 years 
depending on the final calcu-
lation. Ellis is free to go above 
or below the guidelines if he 
chooses.

Lee served in the CIA from 

1994 through 2007. During 
his time there, he served as an 
overseas case officer. Accor-
ding to the indictment, his pri-
mary duty as a case officer was 
to “recruit clandestine human 
intelligence sources.”

In court, prosecutor Neil 
Hammerstrom said that when 
Lee left the CIA in 2007, he got 
a job in Hong Kong with a large 
tobacco company but was fired 

in 2009 and stopped receiving 
income in 2010.

It was that year when Lee met 
with Chinese intelligence offi-
cers who promised to take care 
of him for life financially if he 
cooperated. They also promi-
sed an immediate cash gift of 
USD100,000, investigators 
said.

After that meeting, according 
to the indictment, Lee’s Chi-

nese contacts delivered more 
than 20 envelopes between 
2010 and 2011 spelling out spe-
cific tasks they wanted him to 
perform, most of which asked 
him to reveal sensitive infor-
mation.

The indictment states that 
Lee traveled to mainland China 
in July 2012. The next month, 
when Lee was on a trip from 
Hong Kong to the U.S., autho-
rities carried out a search war-
rant in a Honolulu hotel room 
and found secret information 
in his luggage, including the 
real names of CIA assets.

Court records show that Lee 
was under investigation for 
more than five years leading up 
to his arrest in January 2018.

Lee’s plea comes as another 
ex-CIA officer is awaiting sen-
tencing after being convicted of 
spying for China. Kevin Mallory 
of Leesburg, Virginia, was con-
victed of providing top-secret 
information to Chinese han-
dlers in exchange for $25,000. 
Prosecutors are seeking a life 
sentence for Mallory, while de-
fense lawyers are requesting 
a term of no longer than 10 
years. AP

 Lee met 
with Chinese 
intelligence 
officers who 
promised to 
take care of 
him for life 
financially if he 
cooperated.
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Port of Pula, Croatia

Facing death, a former European 
shipbuilding hub turns to China
James Gomez 
& Jasmina Kuzmanovic

ITS portholes without glass 
and covered in rust and sea-

gull guano, the Santiago I tanker 
sits moored in the Adriatic Sea 
abandoned by striking shipyard 
workers who haven’t been paid 
for eight months.

At the next dock, a Belgian 
dredger is partly enshrouded 
in scaffolding, though with no 
one around to finally make it 
seaworthy. Towering overhead, 
a crane has nothing to hoist. 
Such is the state of another one 
of Europe’s historic shipbuilding 
centers that finds itself at risk of 
extinction, unable to compete 
with Asia and desperate for in-
vestment.

This is the Croatian port of 
Pula, 85 miles across the water 
from Venice and home to Ul-
janik d.d., a 163-year-old com-
plex of stone buildings, tin wa-
rehouses and slips commissio-
ned by Austro-Hungarian Em-
peror Franz Joseph I. With the 
Croatian government rejecting 
a plan to spend USD1.1 billion 
on Uljanik and a neighboring 
yard, it risks becoming a relic of 
a bygone era alongside the Ro-
man-built Temple of Augustus 
across the street.

Its hopes are now pinned on a 
delegation from China in town 
this week to look at a possible 
takeover. After meeting with 
Croatian Prime Minister Andrej 
Plenkovic, China Shipbuilding 

Industry Corp. Chairman Hu 
Wenming said his company will 
give the shipyard “our serious 
consideration.”

“I’ve spent a quarter of Ul-
janik’s life here,” said union 
leader Djino Sverko, 59, after 
a tour of the yard, which once 
made battleships for the Austro-
-Hungarian navy. After genera-
tions of providing employment 
when Croatia was part of Yugos-
lavia, “now when we have our 
own country, the government 
is going to close it down—it’s a 
huge mistake and a paradox,” he 
said.

The chief executive officer of 
the Uljanik Group, Emil Bu-
lic, said he first needs as much 
as $90 million to keep the firm 
open for the next six months, 
pay the strikers and regain the 
confidence of customers. His 
company owns the yards in Pula 
and the Croatian port of Rijeka.

The threatened demise of Ul-
janik came about in part becau-
se of alleged mismanagement 
and after Croatia relinquished 
the state’s majority holding be-
fore joining the European Union 
in 2013. It reflects the plight of 
European shipbuilders facing 
growing competition from Asia, 
where the world’s largest shi-
pbuilding facilities are located.

With the so-called merchant 
ship construction of container 
vessels and oilers going to South 
Korea, China and Japan, Euro-
pean yards are being forced to 
develop into “niche” facilities, 

specializing in luxury yachts, 
cruise liners, sea platforms and 
oceanographic vessels. In the 
Polish city of Gdansk, home to 
the Solidarity movement that 
helped topple communism, the 
iconic shipyard has turned to 
renewable energy, making equi-
pment for offshore wind farms.

Unlike in the EU, Asian go-
vernments consider shipbuil-
ding strategic and gladly use the 
state to support the industry, 
said Christophe Tytgat, secre-
tary general of Brussels-based 
Sea Europe, the continent’s shi-
pyard and maritime equipment 
association. As long as that un-
level playing field exists, Euro-
pean shipbuilding will suffer 
more closures, he said.

State-owned Chinese com-
panies have also purchased 
stakes in port facilities across 
Europe, including Piraeus in 
Greece and in Rotterdam in the 
Netherlands. It’s part of a wider 
spree, especially in the Balkan 
region, where Chinese firms are 
currently building Croatia’s lon-
gest bridge and have taken over 
Serbia’s biggest copper mine 
and steel company.

“With problematic cases like 
Uljanik, I hope a consciousness 
in Europe will be created that 
it’s really time to do something,” 
Tytgat said. “What’s important 
is that if that yard would go 
down, close or reduce the num-
ber of people working there, 
then basically an entire region 
will be impacted.”

At its height during commu-
nism, the Pula yard had more 
than 8,000 workers, making it 
the biggest employer for a popu-
lation of roughly 60,000.

The city traces its shipmaking 
roots to a Roman settlement and 
still attracts visitors to its well-
-preserved Roman arena and 
portals. Though Pula relies more 
and more on tourism to fill city 
coffers, townspeople, including 
Mayor Boris Miletic, consider 
the shipyards Pula’s heartbeat, 
more a way of life and identity 
than a money-spinner.

Indeed, with only about 1,600 
employees left and most of tho-
se on strike, direct and indirect 
contributions to the city budget 
have dwindled. There has been 
talk about transforming the shi-
pyards, located on prime water-
front in Pula’s center, into a ma-
rina of high-priced apartment 
buildings and hotels to expand 

tourism. Miletic, though, denied 
any plans.

When Miletic took office in 
2006, Uljanik produced about 
five vessels a year, providing 
about 5,000 direct and indirect 
jobs, he said. It contributed 26 
million kuna ($3.9 million) a 
month to the local economy in 
the form of city and state taxes, 
supply chain employment and 
food and materials.

“For the city, for the region, but 
also for the Croatian economy, 
the shipbuilding industry is very 
important,” Miletic said from 
his desk at city hall, located next 
to Pula’s ancient Roman temple. 
“It’s very emotional for many, 
many people.”

The pinch is felt everywhere: 
on the streets, where the fami-
liar sight of overall-clad me-
talworkers is now rare; in the 
shops, where local foot traffic 
has slowed to a crawl; in the 
homes, where unpaid workers 
seek other ways to bring food to 
the table.

In a cozy bakery, where the 
forgotten Santiago I oil and che-
mical tanker looms in the glass 
window, only one customer sat 
with a coffee and a cake, giving 
Violeta Hronopulu little to do 
but wipe the counter continuou-
sly and fuss with the array of 
goods on display.

“You can feel the effect of 
what’s happening in Uljanik 
everywhere,” said Hronopulu. 
“You don’t even need to ask why 
tables are empty.”

As the city suffers, CEO Bulic 
has stayed up nights trying to 
forge a way forward. A former 
employee of the local branch of 
British American Tobacco Plc, 
he took over a year ago and has 
been trying to shore up finances.

On March 26, authorities ar-
rested 12 former Uljanik ma-
nagers on suspicion of causing 
more than 1 billion kuna in fi-
nancial damage to the company 
and the state budget, according 
to local media.

Two days later, the Croatian 
government rejected a plan to 
inject another 7.5 billion kuna 
into the ailing company becau-
se it’s “simply too expensive 
for our taxpayers,” said Prime 
Minister Plenkovic. He said a 
restructuring plan submitted 
by Uljanik’s former strategic 
partner Brodosplit, a privately-
-owned shipyard in Split, was 
unsustainable. The partnership 
has now ended.

The company suffered first 
by the state cutting its stake to 
25 percent. That made private 
loans harder to get and already-
-thin profit margins were squee-
zed. The rest was self-fulfilling, 
as construction delays led to 
cancelled contracts and more 
losses of both finances and trust.

“It’s hard to be competitive af-
ter a year of facing a bankrupt-
cy procedure, but we are still in 
talks with the government and 
with our strategic partner on a 
restructuring program that wou-
ld cost significantly less than the 
amount that has been floated in 
public,” Bulic said. Bloomberg

 Its hopes are 
now pinned on 
a delegation 
from China 
in town this 
week to look 
at a possible 
takeover 
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AN Australian jury on Wed-
nesday convicted a man of 

plotting to blow up an Etihad 
Airways airliner on a flight 
from Sydney to the United 
Arab Emirates with a bomb hi-
dden in a meat grinder.

Khaled Khayat, 51, had plea-
ded not guilty in the New South 
Wales state Supreme Court to 
conspiring in early 2017 to plan 
a terrorist act. The jury convic-
ted him but will continue deli-
berating yesterday on whether 
his brother Mahmoud Khayat, 
34, is guilty of the same charge.

The plan involved detonating 
the bomb concealed in a meat 
grinder on a flight from Sydney 
on July 15, 2017, to the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates capital Abu 
Dhabi, but it was abandoned 
when a bag with the bomb in-
side was too heavy to be taken 
aboard as carry-on luggage.

The flight landed without in-
cident and the brothers were 
arrested two weeks later.

Khayat is to be sentenced on 
July 16 and faces a possible maxi-
mum sentence of life in prison. AP

AUSTRALIA

Jury convicts 
man in 
Etihad flight 
bomb plot

Widow, daughter of Korean 
Air chairman appear at trial
Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul

THE widow and dau-
ghter of Korean Air 
Chairman Cho Yan-
g-ho appeared in a 

South Korean court yesterday 
over charges they unlawfully 
hired housekeepers from the 
Philippines. The case extends 
the legal saga of Korean Air’s 
founding family following the 
funeral of Cho, who died at 70 
due to illness in Los Angeles 
last month, weeks after sha-
reholders voted to remove him 
from the company’s board over 
the scandals surrounding his 
family.

Lee Myung-hee and her dau-
ghter, Cho Hyun-ah, refused 
to answer reporters’ questions 
following their appearance 
at the Seoul Central District 
Court.

Prosecutors charged Lee and 
Cho Hyun-ah in December, 
saying they unlawfully recrui-
ted and hired 11 housekeepers 
from the Philippines by docu-
menting them as Korean Air 
trainees from 2013 to early last 
year. Under South Korean law, 

foreigners must obtain visas 
given to marriage migrants or 
people of Korean heritage to 
work as housekeepers.

Prosecutors are seeking a 
USD12,900 fine for Cho Hyun-
-ah, who reportedly admitted 
to wrongdoing. Lee reportedly 
said she did not know that the 
Filipino women were hired 
illegally.

Cho Hyun-ah, then a com-
pany executive, gained noto-
riety in 2014 after she ordered 

a Korean Air passenger plane 
to return to a terminal at John 
F. Kennedy International Air-
port in New York because she 
was angry that the crew served 
her macadamia nuts in a bag 
instead of on a plate.

The incident, dubbed “nut 
rage,” generated international 
headlines and severely tar-
nished the Cho family’s ima-
ge. Cho Hyun-ah was released 
from jail in South Korea in 
May 2015 after the top court 

suspended her sentence over 
the case. Lee is facing separate 
criminal charges for allegedly 
abusing her staff.

A senior Korean Air executi-
ve said Cho Yang-ho had been 
treated for an unspecified lung 
illness since late last year and 
that his conditions worsened 
following the shareholders’ 
vote, apparently because of 
shock and stress. The execu-
tive didn’t want to be named, 
citing office rules. AP

Former Korean Air executive Cho Hyun-ah
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INDONESIA 

Authorities jail Polish tourist 
who met Papuan activists
A Polish tourist sentenced yes-

terday to five years in prison 
in Indonesia for treason after 
meeting with Papuan indepen-
dence supporters said that he 
was the victim of a show trial.

Jakub Skrzypski was arrested 
in Wamena in the easternmost 
Papua region in August and ac-
cused of plotting against the In-
donesian state. He denies any 
wrongdoing and said he will 
appeal the verdict.

One of his lawyers, Latifah 
Anum Siregar, said Papuan stu-
dent Simon Magal, who met Skr-
zypski and communicated with 
him on Facebook, was sentenced 
by the same court to four years 
in prison.

The case has highlighted In-
donesia’s sensitivity about the 
volatile Papua region, where the 
indigenous Melanesian people 
oppose Indonesian rule and an 
insurgency has simmered for 
decades. The government res-
tricts foreign journalists from 
reporting in its Papua and West 

Papua provinces.
Friends of Skrzypski, who lived 

in Switzerland, have said he’s an 
avid traveler with a fascination 
for other cultures who unwittin-
gly got embroiled in Indonesian 
politics.

In a handwritten note sent to 
The Associated Press before the 
sentencing, Skrzypski said his 
arrest and prosecution was “a 
purely political case, a trial sta-

ged for propaganda reasons.”
Police initially accused him of 

trying to organize an arms deal 
but it became clear that Skry-
zpski, who worked in a factory 
near Lausanne, did not have 
means to do that. The arms 
dealer accusation did not beco-
me part of the case against him.

The Papuan independence cau-
se has recently received renewed 
international attention and 

diplomatic support from sym-
pathetic Pacific island nations. 
Indonesia says its sovereignty 
over Papua is non-negotiable 
and internationally recognized. 
The police and military have in-
tensified a crackdown on peace-
ful activists following a spike in 
attacks by independence fighters 
including a December attack 
that killed 19 Indonesians.

In January, the exiled leader 
of the United Liberation Mo-
vement for West Papua, Benny 
Wenda, presented a petition 
signed by 1.8 million Papuans 
to the U.N. Human Rights 
chief calling for a referendum 
on Papuan self-determination. 
Lawyers, meanwhile, have laun-
ched a challenge to the constitu-
tionality of Indonesia’s incorpo-
ration of Papua into its territory 
in 1969 in the country’s highest 
court.

Skrzypski said it was unjust 
that his trial had taken place in 
remote Wamena, making it dif-
ficult for his lawyers to represent 
him adequately.

He compared his case to two 
French journalists who were ar-
rested in Wamena in 2014 after 
entering the region on tourist 
visas to report on independence 
fighters. Their trial took place in 
Jayapura, the capital of Papua 
province, and they were senten-
ced to 2 1/2 months in prison.

Skrzypski, who had traveled 
to Indonesia previously, said he 
has friends in the country who 
sympathize with him but are 
afraid to show their support.

“They don’t dare to voice it, 
to speak up. They are afraid of 
troubles that they think the po-
lice and prosecutors may cause 
them. Same applies to my poten-
tial witnesses,” he said. AP

 Skrzypski 
said his 
arrest and 
prosecution 
was ‘a purely 
political case, 
a trial staged 
for propaganda 
reasons’



fri 03.05.2019

WORLD分析macau’s leading newspaper 15
 

th Anniversary

  

AP
 P

H
OT

O

WIKILEAKS

Assange refuses extradition to 
US; long legal fight expected

CYPRUS 

Justice minister resigns over serial killer case 
THE justice minister in 

Cyprus resigned yes-
terday amid mounting cri-
ticism that police bungled 
their investigations when 
some of the seven foreign 
women and girls slain by 
a serial killer were initially 
reported missing.

A Cypriot army captain 
has admitted to killing the 
women and girls. Even as 
the minister resigned, po-
lice kept searching a lake 
and a reservoir for the bo-
dies of three of the victims.

The victims, who came 
to this eastern Mediter-
ranean island to work in 
low-paid jobs, include 
three Filipino women and 
the six-year-old daughter 
of one of them. Other vic-
tims are believed to be a 
woman from Nepal and a 
Romanian woman and her 
eight-year-old daughter.

Critics say Cypriot poli-
ce did little to investiga-
te the disappearances of 
the women because they 
were low-status foreign 
workers.

Police Chief Zacharias 
Chrysostomou is slated 
to meet with the Cypriot 
president on Friday amid 
speculation he may also 
be on his way out.

Search crews continued 
to scour the bottom of a 
poisonous mining lake 
west of the capital Nicosia 
where the suspect — who 
hasn’t been named becau-
se he hasn’t been formally 
charged yet — told police 

that he dumped three of 
his victims after putting 
their bodies inside suitca-
ses.

Justice Minister Ionas 
Nicolaou said he was ste-
pping down as a matter 
of “conscience and prin-
ciple” because the killings 
that authorities have des-
cribed as unprecedented 
have deeply shaken the 
island nation of just over a 
million people.

But Nicolaou said it was 
“completely unfair” to 
blame either himself or 
the government for any 
investigative lapses in po-
lice handling of the mis-
sing persons’ reports be-
cause a minister “doesn’t 
get involved nor should 
he get involved” in those 
investigations. He said 
law enforcement authori-
ties never informed him 
of such reports.

Cypriot President Ni-
cos Anastasiades said he 
would meet today with 
diplomats from countries 
with a large number do-
mestic workers living in 
Cyprus to express his sor-
row for the victims and to 
apologize on behalf of the 
nation for “failures in the 
handling of these cases.”

He will also brief the di-
plomats on measures the 
government will take to 
improve how police han-
dle complaints by foreign 
workers.

Nicolaou urged the pu-
blic to keep trusting the 

police force and said he 
would ask the police com-
plaints commission to 
go ahead with an inde-
pendent probe into poli-
ce handling of the serial 
killer case.

“We’ve all gone through 
difficult days because of 
this unprecedented case,” 
Nicolaou said, reading 
from a statement after a 
two-hour meeting with 
Anastasiades.

Anastasiades said he 
accepted Nicolaou’s re-
signation with “deep re-
gret.” He repeated that he 
shares the public’s shock 
and revulsion over the 
killings and that the go-
vernment is determined 
to solve “these abhorrent 
murders.”

Police spokesman An-
dreas Angelides said the 
police chief has ordered 
a second, separate in-
vestigation into the disa-
ppearances of three of the 
victims who vanished in 
September 2016 and De-
cember 2017.

Angelides said both pro-
bes aim to uncover whe-
ther police followed pro-
per procedures or whe-
ther mistakes were made 
that constitute “either 
disciplinary or criminal 
acts.” Their findings will 
be forwarded to the attor-
ney general.

Scotland Yard experts in 
Cyprus who were helping 
with the investigation are 
expected to leave Friday.

Only one victim, 
38-year-old Mary Rose 
Tiburcio from the Phili-
ppines, has been positi-
vely identified in the case 
so far. Her bound body 
was discovered April 14 
down an abandoned mi-
neshaft.

A second body, who po-
lice believe is 28-year-old 
Arian Palanas Lozano, 
also from the Philippi-
nes, was found in the mi-
neshaft six days later.

Authorities are separately 
searching a reservoir for the 
body of Tiburcio’s six-year-
-old daughter Sierra. AP

Jill Lawless 
& Gregory Katz, London

WIKILEAKS fou-
nder Julian As-
sange told a Lon-
don court yes-

terday that he wouldn’t agree 
to be extradited to the United 
States, where he is accused of 
conspiring to hack into a Pen-
tagon computer.

Assange, appearing by video 
link from a London prison, said 
he wouldn’t “surrender my-
self for extradition for doing 
journalism that has won many 
awards and protected many 
people.”

Wearing jeans and a sports 
jacket, Assange appeared calm 
during the brief hearing at Lon-
don’s Westminster Magistra-
tes’ Court.

Judge Michael Snow said it 
would likely be “many months” 
before a full hearing was held 
on the substance of the U.S. ex-
tradition case. The judge set a 
procedural hearing for May 30, 
with a substantive hearing to 
follow on June 12.

The 47-year-old Australian 
was sentenced Wednesday to 
50 weeks in prison in the U.K. 

for jumping bail in 2012 and 
holing up in the Ecuadorian 
Embassy in London. At the 
time, he was facing extradition 
to Sweden for questioning over 
rape and sexual assault allega-
tions made by two women.

Assange says he sought 
asylum because he feared being 
sent to the U.S. to face charges 
related to WikiLeaks’ publica-
tion of classified U.S. military 
documents.

U.S. authorities accuse As-
sange of scheming with former 
Army intelligence analyst Chel-
sea Manning to break a pas-
sword for a classified govern-
ment computer.

Manning served several years 
in prison for leaking classified 
documents to WikiLeaks. She 
was jailed again in March after 
refusing to testify to a grand jury 
investigating the secret-spilling 
organization.

Ben Brandon, a lawyer repre-
senting the U.S. government, 
said in court that U.S. investiga-
tors had obtained details of cha-
troom communications between 
Manning and Assange in 2010. 
Brandon said the pair had “en-
gaged in real-time discussions 
regarding Chelsea Manning’s 
dissemination of confidential 
records to Mr. Assange.”

He said the documents allege-
dly downloaded from a classified 

U.S. computer included 90,000 
activity reports from the war in 
Afghanistan, 400,000 Iraq war-
-related reports, 800 Guantana-
mo Bay detainee assessments 
and 250,000 State Department 
cables.

The U.S. charge against Assan-
ge carries a maximum five-year 
prison sentence, but he is wor-
ried the U.S. could add further, 
more serious allegations against 
him.

“The fight has just begun. I will 
be a long one and a hard one,” 
said WikiLeaks editor-in-chief 
Kristinn Hrafnsson, who clai-
med Assange was being held in 
“appalling” conditions at Bel-
marsh Prison. He said Assange 
was confined to his cell 23 hours 
a day, “what we call in general 
terms solitary confinement.”

A few dozen WikiLeaks su-
pporters holding signs reading 
“Free Assange” and “No extradi-
tion” gathered outside the Lon-
don courthouse before yester-
day’s hearing.

Some who had waited for two 
hours hoping to get in were bi-
tterly disappointed when those 
seats were filled by journalists 
and lawyers. They shouted an-
grily at court staff and complai-
ned they were being discrimina-
ted against for backing Assange. 
Some later blocked a busy main 
road outside the court, bringing 
traffic to a halt.

Assange was arrested last 
month in London after his rela-
tionship with his embassy hosts 
went sour and Ecuador revoked 
his political asylum. AP
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this day in history

A surprise passenger hitched a ride on a Boston 
commuter trolley, frightening some people at first, but 
warming their hearts when it willingly snuggled in a 
human passenger’s arms.

Commuters say a squirrel bounded onto a Red Line 
trolley Monday morning at an aboveground stop, 
prompting some passengers to hop onto their seats.

Passenger Rosanne Foley, the executive director of 
the Boston Landmarks Commission, posted a Twitter 
photo of the squirrel resting on another person’s arm. 
She tells boston.com someone even tried to feed the 
rodent a piece of granola bar.

The rodent rider was let off by passengers at another 
aboveground station.

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority spokes-
woman Lisa Battiston commended the kindness of 
passengers but warned against interacting with wild 
animals on a train.

 Offbeat
squirrel initially scares, then 
snuggles with subway riders

Britain’s first heart transplant was successfully carried 
out today by a team of 18 doctors and nurses at the 
National Heart Hospital in Marylebone, London.

The operation, which was led by South African-born 
surgeon Donald Ross, was undertaken on an unnamed 
45-year-old man.

It took more than seven hours to complete.
The donor, Patrick Ryan, a 26-year-old labourer, was 

transferred from King’s College Hospital and his heart 
removed immediately after his death.

Reading from a prepared statement on the hospital 
steps, a spokesman said: “It has gone uneventfully. The 
patient, as far as we know, is satisfactory.”

The man is said to be recovering well but his reaction 
to the implant over the next 10 to 14 days is expected 
to be critical.

Mr Ross, who was accompanied by the entire surgi-
cal team, said the operation lasted around two hours 
despite the fact they were working together for over 
seven hours.

The first sign the historic operation was about to take 
place came at 1150 GMT when Donald Longmore, the 
hospital’s consultant in clinical physiology, was escor-
ted by two police cars to King’s College Hospital.

At 1330 GMT he drove back to the National Heart 
Hospital alongside an ambulance, which was carrying 
the donor and by 1400 GMT the initial stages of the 
operation were under way.

Reporters and photographers were camped outside 
the building as soon as rumours of the operation star-
ted to circulate.

The British operation is the tenth heart transplant to 
be undertaken in the world since Dr Christian Barnard 
carried out the first one in Cape Town, South Africa, 
last December.

Courtesy BBC News

1968 surgeons conduct
  uK’s first heart transplant

in context
Britain’s first heart transplant patient, who was later named Frederick 
West, died 46 days after receiving the donor heart.
The hospital said he died from an “overwhelming infection” which he had 
been fighting for nine days.
He had been given a series of drugs to encourage the acceptance of the 
new heart but this lowered his resistance to infection and ultimately led 
to his death.
Mr West had also been suffering from kidney complications before he 
died.
After that, British surgeons adopted a cautious approach to heart surgery 
and only six more transplants were carried out in the UK over the next 
decade.
It wasn’t until the 1980s that heart transplants became more common. 
Today around 300 heart transplant operations are carried out in the UK 
every year.

TV canal macau
friday

18:55
19:30
19:35
20:30
21:15
21:50
22:35
23:15
23:50
00:10
01:15
02:05

TDM Talk Show (Repetição)
Livros com João Guedes (Repetição)
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
Telejornal
Semana Internacional
Sinais de Vida
Portugal Culto e Oculto
TDM News
Resumo Liga Europa 2018/2019
Almas Penadas
Telejornal (Repetição)
RTPi Directo

cinema
cineteatro
01 - 08 May

AVENGERS: ENDGAME
room 1
2:30, 5:45, 9:00pm
room 2
4:45, 8:00pm
Director: Anthony Russo, Joe Russo
Starring: Brie Larson, Scarlett Johansson, Karen Gillan
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 181min

P STORM
room 2
2:30pm
Director: David Lam
Starring:  Chrissie Chau, Louis Koo, Kevin Cheng
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 96min

HOTEL MUMBAI
room 3
9:30pm
Director: Anthony Maras
Starring: Dev Patel, Armie Hammer, Nazanin Boniadi
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 123min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Fleshy; 8- Intoned; 15- Personally neat; 16- Worker; 17- Attack 

first; 18- Blast furnace input; 19- Shore birds; 20- Slow, musically; 22- ___ the 
season...; 23- Deuce beater; 24- Flat shelf; 25- AAA recommendations; 26- Sue 
Grafton’s “___ for Evidence”; 27- Male and female; 28- Swan-like aquatic birds; 
29- Russian mystic; 31- Warns; 32- Colorful computer; 33- Bullfight cheers; 34- 
Short coat; 37- Maniacal; 41- Freud contemporary; 42- Hammer parts; 43- “Wheel 
of Fortune” buy; 44- Contends; 45- Beethoven dedicatee; 46- Mlle., across the 
Pyrenees; 47- Therapists’ org.; 48- Limited; 49- Palm fruits; 50- Rainy season; 
52- Graceful in form; 54- Onslaught; 55- Place under a liquid; 56- Teases; 57- 
Licorice flavor;
 
DOWN: 1- Throw loosely about; 2- Country in North Africa; 3- Go back; 4- Bearded 
woman, say; 5- Change for a five; 6- French pronoun; 7- Person having a reading 
disorder; 8- Holds on tightly; 9- Poker Flat 
chronicler; 10- Peek follower; 11- Prefix 
with profit or fiction; 12- Horse, at times; 
13- Most strange; 14- Dons clothes; 21- 
Genesis garden; 24- Sic on; 25- Ebbets 
Field hero; 27- Ancient Mideast region; 
28- Secluded valleys; 30- Toll roads; 
31- Coeur d’___; 33- Aeschylus trilogy; 
34- Early specimen of Homo erectus; 35- 
Fatty; 36- Purify; 37- Sinn ___; 38- Steak 
___; 39- Ardent; 40- Proceeded without 
effort; 42- Flora; 45- French school; 
46- Wise ones; 48- Redding’s genre; 49- 
Actress Moore; 51- Downcast; 53- K-O 
connection; 

Wednesday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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YOUR STARSYOUR STARS

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’re in the mood to work hard now 
- really, really hard. As fiery as you 
are when you get an idea set in your 
mind, you definitely don’t take kindly 
to anyone who gets between you and 
your goal.

April 20-May 20
You’re in charge of creature comforts 
- from pillows to chocolate and sweet 
music. In a nutshell, you appreciate 
quality, so much so that it’s tough for 
you to refrain from being obviously 
bored when you’re not around it.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Most of the world is in the mood 
to mingle now - which is usually 
the exact same mood you’re 
in. Strangely enough, though, 
you’re not feeling that way at the 
moment.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You just can’t stop that stream 
of quick, witty, entertaining 
conversation from pouring out 
of your mouth, can you? Your 
loved ones will be more than 
pleased. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Don’t let anyone coerce you into 
giving them a single dime if you’re 
not completely comfortable with why 
you’re signing it over. Spend a little 
bit of time now and work it all out

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The stars are telling you to accept 
gracefully the things you can’t 
change, to have the courage to 
change the things you can, and 
to develop the ability to tell the 
difference.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Even though you’re definitely the 
most sociable of all creatures, 
you’re just not in the mood to 
mingle right now. That’s going 
to come as quite a shock to your 
loved ones.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If you weren’t satisfied with 
yesterday’s selection of new people 
to interview for the position of new 
best friend or long-term lovers 
-- well, not to worry. The heavens 
have arranged a whole new lineup.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re not known for doing 
anything ‘just a little.’ As far 
as the rest of the world knows, 
that mostly pertains to fun 
things, but in truth, you can’t 
do anything ‘just a little.’

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You can’t think of anything you’d 
rather do than alphabetize your media 
collections. Once everything is exactly 
where you want it to be, though, you 
might want to turn your attention 
toward one other activity.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If anyone has seen you alone for the 
past day or so, it’s quite surprising. 
You’re in the mood to be part of a 
couple, and if there’s anything you 
can do to keep your guest list pared 
down to one, you’ll do it.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The way you’re feeling now... 
well, let’s just say that you 
won’t even be able to fake being 
satisfied if you’re not. And that 
will be true for just about any 
department of life.

  Aquarius Pisces
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FOOTBALL

Messi hits 600 goals with a 
brace, Barca beats Liverpool 
BARCELONA 3, LIVERPOOL 0

FACING its toughest 
opponent of the sea-
son, Barcelona once 
again turned to Lionel 

Messi to move the team within 
one step of reaching its first 
Champions League final in 
four seasons.

Messi scored his 599th and 
600th goals for Barcelona to 
subdue a Liverpool lineup 
that had outplayed the hos-
ts for long stretches at Camp 
Nou yesterday [Macau time] 
but finally succumbed to the 
Argentine’s mastery.

His double and Luis Suá-
rez’ early goal against his 
former club gave Barcelona a 
commanding 3-0 win in the 
first leg of the Champions 
League semifinals.

Messi has won the Cham-
pions League four times but 
his hunger to restore Barcelo-
na as the best club team on the 
continent was evident against 
Liverpool, when he had to al-
most singlehandedly quash a 
ferocious comeback attempt 

by the visitors after Suárez’ 
26th-minute opener.

Messi doubled the lead from 
a rebound with 15 minutes left 
and followed that up by cur-
ling in a perfectly struck free 
kick in the 82nd.

Mohamed Salah nearly sco-
red a valuable away goal for 

Liverpool to take back to next 
week’s return leg at Anfield 
when he hit the post late.

“It is not over because we are 
going to a ground that is very 
difficult, with lots of history, 
that presses rivals, but we are 
happy with today’s game,” 
Messi said. “This is the criti-

cal moment, the best moment, 
and we have to be more united 
than ever. At the start of the 
year we said we would do this 
together.”

Messi’s double also took his 
overall tally for the season to 
48 goals and his Champions 
League-leading tally to 12 this 
campaign.

It was a bitter loss for Jür-
gen Klopp’s Liverpool, which 
is trying to reach consecutive 
European finals after losing 
last year’s decider to Real Ma-
drid.

Even though striker Roberto 
Firmino was only fit enough 
for the final 12 minutes, Liver-
pool dominated long stretches 
of the match but failed to fi-
nish its chances.

“I think that it was the best 
we have played in the Cham-
pions League, including last 
year,” Klopp said. “We had 
good chances and caused them 
real trouble. The problem is 
that we didn’t score a goal.”

On Tuesday, Ajax won 1-0 at 
Tottenham in the other semi-
final.

Barcelona has already clin-
ched the Spanish league title, 
leaving it free to fully focus on 
the second leg while it aims 
for a rare treble of titles.

Liverpool doesn’t have that 
same luxury, being in a race 
with Manchester City for the 
Premier League. It trails City 
by one point and visits New-
castle tomorrow.

The speed of Salah and Sadio 
Mané caused Barcelona pro-
blems throughout and a flurry 
of jitters in its backline.

But Messi was a force at the 
other end, making Liverpool’s 
defense bend and almost 
break on his solo runs until 
it finally gave way in the final 
minutes.

“He was unstoppable,” Klo-
pp said.

Messi’s first goal came with a 
bit of luck after Suárez kneed 
a volley against the bar and 
the ball fell straight to Messi, 
who chested it down and ta-
pped it into an empty net.

The second was spectacular. 
After he was fouled by Fa-
binho well outside the area, 
Messi struck a swerving, left-
-foot strike past a diving Alis-
son and into the corner of the 
net.

“We know what Messi can do 
but he does not stop surpri-
sing us,” Barcelona coach Er-
nesto Valverde said. “He has 
made the difference again and 
pushed us to victory.” AP
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Carrie Lam teLLs Japanese minister to 
engage in HK’s pubLiC worKs proJeCts

Chief Executive Carrie Lam met Japan’s Mi-
nister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport & 
Tourism Keiichi Ishii at Government House 
yesterday.

According to HK’s information bureau, Lam 
welcomed Ishii’s visit to the neighboring SAR 
and said that the city and Japan enjoy close ties.

She pointed out that 2019 is Hong Kong-Ja-
pan Tourism Year, and said she had participa-
ted in tourism promotion activities during her 
visit to Japan last year.

The Chief Executive expressed hope that more 
Japanese tourists will visit Hong Kong and 
other cities in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cau Greater Bay Area.

Carrie Lam added Hong Kong “has always in-
vested heavily in infrastructure to improve the 
livelihood of the general public and maintain 
its long-term competitiveness.”

She encouraged Japan’s construction com-
panies to “actively participate” in Hong Kong’s 
public works projects.
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DignifieD SelfieS
As part of his state visit to China, the President 

of the Portuguese Republic, Marcelo Rebelo de 
Sousa, has come to Macau and, with a lingering 
flash, gone. 

The President’s visit was flagged in the media 
a few weeks prior to the occasion but you might 
have missed it if anything Portuguese is not sit-
ting top-of-the-mind for you. The most circulated 
and frequent record of his Macau sojourn was 
not to be found in the usual media and news 
outlets, but in selfies posted on social media. 
Anyone moderately active in Macau’s social me-
dia space could not have missed them: the “do 
you mind?” apologetic rushed shots from within 
the crowd, the photo bombs by our beloved well-
-known eternally publicity-seeking personalities 
in the back-ground, and those more established 
members of our community who were granted a 
more gracious amount of time and space by their 
compatriots so as to engage in a dignified pose 
with our visiting dignitary. The pictures tell fasci-
nating stories of status and personality traits. In 
all, the President appeared a more than willing, 
happy-go-lucky participant, even a keen advoca-
te. He certainly appears warmly and genuinely 
pleased as punch in every photo. It is palpably 
energising. 

Initially, balking at the vision, those selfies with 
“Uncle Marcelo” sat uneasily with me. The gravi-
tas and dignity of a state visit stands incongruous 
with those eager faces: some showed comple-
te joy in the utterly unique opportunity (ah, the 
benefits of expatriate life); others with awe and 
disbelief; a few were lost in the adrenaline rush, 
soaring so high on the occasion that they por-
trayed a kind of comedic grotesqueness; then 
there were those seriously contemplating the 
solemnity of this once in a lifetime chance, and 
even those that suggested it might become mo-
netizable one day. Nonetheless, a joyous occa-
sion appeared to be had by all.

At what point did our community move from ri-
diculing the selfie to becoming an advocate for 
it? This was not just any selfie, but a “marselfie”; 
an evidenced moment of intimacy with a figure of 
global importance and recognition.

All those portrayed seem happy with it, and yet, 
it rankles. The selfie has long become a marke-
ting opportunity, a way of living and “sharing” the 
most “likeable” of experiences through a phone 
lens, a tool of impression management, and a 
way to connect – is this why so many people got 
involved? It also detracts from the real job at hand 
of connection through meaningful conversation 
and mindfully lived experience – is this why it be-
came such a welcome facet of this short visit? 

These seemingly intimate yet fleeting dalliances 
might just have been enough of a decoy to fend 
off a more difficult engagement with the deeply 
seated concerns that the Portuguese community 
has about the security of their place in Macau’s 
fast-changing society. For there are concerns out 
there - for an anthem being played incorrectly, 
or not at all, to a flag unflown when expectations 
suggest it should be. 

Studies reveal that celebrity-selfies have re-
placed autographs. Historical beginnings aside, 
autographs were a conquest, an achievement of 
something coveted from a sporting or artistic ce-
lebrity from whom a moment of time and attention 
was snatched. Outdated thinking it may be, but 
to request an autograph from a political identity, a 
state dignitary, in the course of their professional 
role would have been unthinkable. There must be 
something entirely compelling about the nature of 
the selfie that allows us to ride rough-shod over 
the constraints of the hierarchical power-distance 
norm. 

I posit that we are so completely bewitched by 
the ‘like’ button’s effect on our dopamine recep-
tors that we are changing the codes of decorum. 
I fear it may not be to communal advantage, as 
we become swayed to confuse a leader for a ce-
lebrity. 

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

VENEZUELA President 
Nicolás Maduro has 
called for military unity 
in an appearance with 
soldiers at the air base 
where opposition leader 
Juan Guaidó called for an 
uprising two days earlier.

CYPRUS’ justice minister 
resigned yesterday amid 
mounting criticism that 
police bungled their 
investigations when 
some of the seven foreign 
women and girls slain by 
a serial killer were initially 
reported missing. 
More on p15

BRITAIN’s former defense 
secretary ferociously 
denied allegations that he 
leaked details from private 
government discussions 
about the Chinese 
telecommunications 
company Huawei, as 
opposition leaders called 
yesterday for a criminal 
investigation into the 
scandal. More on p10

CZECH REPUBLIC 
Firefighters and police 
say a bus transporting 
prisoners has caught 
fire after colliding with 
two trucks, one of them 
carrying two military tanks. 
The Prague rescue service 
says one person has died 
in the crash that took 
place yesterday afternoon.

POLAND Thousands of 
young Jews from around 
the world are joined by 
Holocaust survivors and 
politicians in an annual 
Holocaust remembrance 
march in southern Poland 
that focuses on fighting 
anti-Semitism, prejudice 
and hatred.

SPAIN Police say border 
officials in Algeria and 
Morocco conspired with 
people traffickers who 
smuggled hundreds of 
Asians into Spain across 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
The investigation identified 
alleged members of the 
ring and led to the arrest 
of 11 people in Spain.

Leonardo drawing, 
portrait marks 500 
years since his death
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OA drawing of a bearded, 
pensive-looking man 

owned by Queen Elizabeth 
II is a portrait of Leonardo 
da Vinci, a royal art advi-
ser said yesterday on the 
500th anniversary of the 
artist and polymath’s dea-
th.

Martin Clayton, head of 
prints at the Royal Collec-
tion, said the sketch was 
made by one of Leonardo’s 
assistants shortly before 
his death on May 2, 1519.

Clayton said “the elegant 
straight nose, the line of 
the beard rising diagonally 
up the cheek to the ear” 
and other details strongly 
resemble the only other 
known portrait of Leonar-
do done in his lifetime, by 
Francesco Melzi.

Clayton said “there are 
strong indications that this 
too is a depiction of the ar-
tist.”

The portrait will go on 
display alongside about 
200 drawings from the 
monarch’s huge collection 
of Leonardo works at the 
Queen’s Gallery in Buckin-
gham Palace from May 24 
to Oct. 13.

The presidents of Italy 
and France were due to 
attended a ceremony yes-
terday in Amboise, France, 
where Leonardo died 500 
years ago, and galleries 
around the world with a 
link to the artist are cele-
brating his work.

Leonardo is considered 
by many the ultimate Re-
naissance genius, com-
bining the roles of artist, 
scientist and inventor.

“There really hasn’t been 
anybody then or since who 
has combined this extraor-
dinary genius for these 

totally different areas of 
achievement,” said Gre-
gory Rubinstein, worl-
dwide head of Old Master 
drawings at Sotheby’s. “I 
think that’s what’s at the 
heart of our fascination.”

Sotheby’s announced yes-
terday that a major, rarely 
seen Leonardo drawing is 
going on display in New 
York.

The auction house is han-
ging “Leda and the Swan” 
— last displayed publicly 
in 2003 — in its Manha-
ttan galleries next month 
as part of an exhibition of 
treasures from Chatswor-
th, one of Britain’s gran-
dest country houses.

Leonardo created the 
pen-and-ink drawing in 
1506, at the same time he 
was working on the “Mona 
Lisa.” It depicts Leda, 
wife of the king of Sparta, 
with the god Jupiter, who 
has disguised himself as a 
swan to seduce her.

The drawing was a prepa-
ratory sketch for a painting 

that appears never to have 
been completed.

Rubinstein said the “very 
complete and very beauti-
ful” drawing is “a key do-
cument of a lost project.”

“This was obviously a 
pretty serious project, but 
it’s a very mysterious one 
because there is no survi-
ving record of any com-
mission and no painting 
survives,” he said.

The drawing has been in 
the collection of Chatswor-
th’s owners, the dukes of 
Devonshire, for almost 
300 years. It was almost 
lost when it was loaned to 
an exhibition in Milan in 
1939, shortly before the 
outbreak of World War II. 
It survived the war hidden 
in the Castel Sant’Angelo 
fortress in Rome.

Sotheby’s New York galle-
ries, newly redesigned by 
architect Shohei Shigema-
tsu, open to the public to-
day. The Chatsworth exhi-
bition runs June 28-Sept. 
18. (See inside Extra) AP
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There are 
strong 
indications 
that this too 
is a depiction 
of the artist.

MARTIN CLAYTON 
THE ROYAL COLLECTION


