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WORLD BRIEFS

CHINA A Chinese court
held an appeal hearing
yesterday for a Canadian
who was sentenced to
death for drug smuggling in
a case that has deepened a
diplomatic rift between the
two countries.

NORTH KOREA fired
two suspected short-
range missiles toward the
sea on yesterday, South
Korean officials said, its
second weapons launch
in five days and a possible
warning that nuclear
disarmament talks with
Washington could be in
danger.

MALAYSIA Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad
defended his government’s
record on the anniversary
of its election victory
yesterday and reiterated
that he will hand over
power to his successor,
Anwar Ibrahim, though he
wasn’t clear on when.

More on backpage
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For Macau, Hong Kong
dissenters, asylum in
Taiwan elusive ... @
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Macau NPC
representatives

try autonomous
vehicles in Shanghai

A delegation of representatives from the
National People’s Congress’ Macau is
currently visiting Shanghai. Their first
stop was the SAIC Motor Corporation
Limited Technical Center for Passenger
Vehicles, where they tried operating an
autonomous vehicle. Using a mobile
phone, the vehicle was set to move within
a certain area. The vehicle was even

able to look for a parking spot by itself.
The Shanghai government has several
designated testing areas for autonomous
vehicle technology. The allowed driving
distance was initially set at 6 km, but

has been extended to 12 km. Current
laws mandate assisted auto-pilot in the
vehicles, meaning that the operation of an
autonomous vehicle must be done under
the supervision of a human driver.

MIA serves
800,000 passengers
in April, a new
record

Macau International Airport (MIA) served
more than 800,000 passengers in April,

a new record. Year-on-year comparisons
showed an increase of 19%. A 31% increase
was recorded over the four-day Easter
holiday, amounting to more than 120,000
passengers. This past April also saw the
busiest month in the airport’s history.

A total of 6,400 flights were handled.
Passenger counts for the first four

months of 2019 were above 3.1 million.
Despite the increase, MIA was awarded
Level 2 accreditation for control of carbon
emissions for the sixth year in a row. The
accolade was given by the Airport Council
International.

No AL, gov't
consensus on social
housing age floor

A review of the bill for the Social Housing
Legislation continued at the First Standing
Committee of the Legislative Assembly
(AL). The bill proposes an increase in the
minimum age of applicants from 18 to

23 years of age. However, the committee
and the government are yet to reach a
consensus with regard to this provision,
though both sides have a common interest
in preventing the abuse of the benefit.
Secretary Raimundo do Rosario said

that further discussion was needed to
come to a consensus, but he was unable

to predict how long it would take. Ho

Ton Sang, chairperson of the committee,
admitted that the government had taken
the committee’s suggestion of adding

a conditional waiver, which authorizes

the Chief Executive to waive the age
requirement in certain cases.
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‘GBA will strengthen
Sino-Portuguese
cooperation,” Chui says

N an written interview

with the Portuguese news
agency Lusa, the Macau
Chief Executive (CE) Chui
Sai On said he believes that
the new project aiming to
bring together nine cities
in the south China region
plus the two SARs of Macau
and Hong Kong, all together
known as the Greater Bay
Area (GBA), will strengthen
Sino-Portuguese coopera-
tion in several areas, inclu-
ding the training of Chi-
nese-Portuguese bilingual
staff.

“The participation of the
Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries in the construction of
the Guangdong-Hong Kon-
g-Macau Greater Bay [Area]
and the ‘Belt and Road’ ini-
tiative can serve to broaden
the cooperation field in a
way that the fruitful outco-
mes resulting from China’s
opening to the world can be
shared by all, while moving
forward with development
that provides mutual bene-
fits,” said Chui.

The CE noted, once more,
that Macau is one of the four
main cities and territories
that has highlighted res-
ponsibilities within the GBA
plan. Macau’s role is rein-
forcing its duty to provide a
services platform for com-
mercial cooperation between
China and the Portuguese-s-
peaking countries.

On the one hand, Chui no-
ted that China “supports the
learning of the Portuguese
language and the training of

qualified bilingual staff.” The
task is clearly defined and in
general outlines of the GBA
plan. “One of the main pro-
jects is defined as the cons-
truction of a base that gua-
rantees training of bilingual
staff in Chinese and Portu-
guese languages,” a base
which would not only be a
way of diversifying local eco-
nomy, but also a useful asset
for the MSAR itself.

The interview precedes
Chui’s visit to Portugal, whi-

CE approves Anima
funding of MOP5 million

ch starts tomorrow and runs
until May 19.

During his tour of Portugal,
the CE will lead a delegation
from Macau and tour several
cities, in addition to meeting
with several of the most im-
portant Portuguese officials,
including President of the
Portuguese Republic Marce-
lo Rebelo de Sousa, who was
in Macau on May 1, and Pri-
me Minister of Portugal An-
tonio Costa.

Chui will also chair the si-
xth meeting of the Macau-
-Portugal Joint Commission
with Portugal’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs Augusto San-
tos Silva.

In his interview, the CE
said, “This visit of the MSAR
delegation to Portugal aims
at continuing, innovating
and strengthening the frien-
dly cooperation between the
two sides, in order to achieve
more fruitful results for coo-
peration, deeply boosting fu-
ture development, contribu-
ting to mutual development
and other partnerships.” RM

tion suggested that ga-
ming operators should
be linked to the city’s
non-governmental
associations to assist
these organizations in
operating.

Lynzy Valles

HE  government

funding for animal
rights group Anima
Macau has been in-
creased from MOP3.8
million to MOP5
million, Anima presi-
dent Albano Martins
announced.

Provided by the Ma-
cao Foundation, the
increase in funding
came after Anima sent
a request to the Chief
Executive.

Anima’s 2019 bud-
get is over MOP11.5
million, while its in-
vestment budget is
MOP1.2 million. The
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latter will mainly cover
the renovation of the
shelter, as well as ope-
rational costs.
However, Martins
said that the funds re-
main insufficient to
take care of canines
and felines and conti-
nued calling on donors.
“We have asked the
CE in a letter that [fun-
ding of only] MOP3.8
million in a budget of
around MOP11 million
is very hard. [...] Our
request was to approve
MOP5 million but this
does not mean that our
lives will be [easier],”
Martins told the Times.
“Our lives are still in

hell because our [2019]
budget is around
MOP11 million and this
means that we still have
to find a lot of donors
for that,” he added.

The animal rights ac-
tivist recalled that last
year’s budget was cut
down to around MOP8
million due to insu-
fficient funding, ex-
plaining that the asso-
ciation has no capacity
to earn more.

Anima also faces a
challenge with its in-
vestment budget, due
to the increasing main-
tenance requirements
of the building.

“We can allocate our
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resources to find do-
nors but this is not a
guarantee. [...]

This maintenance
[expense] is an invest-
ment as we have to bui-
1d new areas. [...] This
requires money and we
don’t have that,” Mar-
tins said, stressing that
it would be difficult for
him to find a successor.

“It's very hard and
I do not understand
why this is not clear for
many people in Ma-
cau,” he said, noting
that no one would want
to be his successor wi-
thout a monthly wage.

In Anima’s letter to
the CE, the organiza-

He hinted that such a
move could be a criteria
for the tendering of ga-
ming concessions.

“MOP10 million is
peanuts for a casino,”
he stressed.

In a post on social
media, Martins revea-
led that the public had
donated MOP75,673
to the centre in the last
three months.

In April last year,
Martins  announced
that the group may
have to shut down due
to insufficient funding,
explaining that it was
difficult to balance its
annual expenses of
MOP10.5 million.
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EU report describes Macau’s
political opposition as weak

Lynzy Valles

report from the Euro-

pean Commission has

called on Macau autho-

rities to allow greater
public involvement in the election
of the SAR’s Chief Executive and
the Legislative Assembly.

Issued yesterday [Macau time],
the commission wrote that al-
though civil liberties are protected
by the SAR’s Basic Law, political
opposition is “weak and civil so-
ciety is not very vocal,” adding that
other legislative acts do not allow
for the introduction of universal
suffrage.

Regarding political development,
the report mentioned lawmaker
Sulu Sou’s suspension from the
Legislative Assembly, as well as
Scott Chiang’s aggravated disobe-
dience case.

It also cited the sacking of the
veteran legal advisers Paulo Taipa
and Paulo Cardinal, which raised
concerns in civil society about “in-
creasing efforts to sideline Portu-
guese/foreign expertise in favor of
Chinese expertise.”

The annual report also stated
that human trafficking remains
a problem in Macau, calling for
more stringent anti-trafficking law
enforcement.

It said that the number of prose-
cutions and convictions for traffi-
cking remains low despite a large
number of complaints.

“The EU stands ready to renew
exchanges and to cooperate with
Macau to provide technical exper-
tise on best practices to address
this global challenge,” the report
stated.

The commission believed that
the city has not effectively enfor-
ced freedom of association and
collective bargaining as enshrined
in International Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) conventions.

Thus, the commission have en-
couraged Macau to take the neces-

ad

The EU
Report
ignores

facts, makes
irresponsible
and frivolous
remarks about
the MSAR.

MACAU GOV'T

sary steps to comply with ILO con-
ventions, also noting that Macau
does not have a minimum wage,
except for cleaning and security
workers.

The commission added that the
SAR has not established an inde-
pendent human rights body despi-
te the recommendation to do so is-
sued by the UN Committee Against
Torture in December 2015.

“The UN Committee on Econo-
mic, Social and Cultural Rights
had also urged Macau to adopt
comprehensive anti-discrimina-
tion legislation.”

The report also mentioned that
in 2018, local authorities under-
took or announced several initiati-
ves to strengthen national securi-
ty, which brought the SAR’s policy
more in line with the views of the
mainland.

Last night, the local government
issued a statement condemning
the latest report of the EU.

“The European Union Report
ignores facts, makes irresponsible
and frivolous remarks about the
MSAR. The MSAR government
expresses its strong opposition
and that there should be no inter-
ference by the European Union in
the affairs of Macau,” the govern-
ment said.

It called on the commission to
“refrain from false statements
and inappropriate actions on the
domestic policy of the People’s
Republic of China.”
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Cultural Industry Fund
presents renovated teahouse

Staff reporter

HE Cultural Industry Fund

(FIC) hosted a tea gathering
for the media yesterday at an
antique Chinese teahouse near
Rua de Cinco de Outubro. The
location was renovated as part
of their subsidized regeneration
scheme.

Casa de Cha Tai Long Fong,
or the Dragon and Phoenix
Teahouse, is one of several FI-
C-approved projects for sub-
sidized regeneration. Once a
popular place for Cantonese
yum-cha, the teahouse’s glamor
had faded significantly in recent
decades. It has became popular

among Cantonese opera enthu-
siasts because of daily “concer-
ts” held there by amateur sin-
gers, and later started to attract
locals and tourists searching for
the antique teahouse.

The teahouse is now brigh-
ter and cleaner, following the
recent renovations subsidized
by the FIC. The majority of the
broken facility was repaired,
and the wall under the staircase
was revamped with the addition
of four golden-colored boards
featuring carpentry in the style
of Chinese paintings. The stage
for the daily “concerts” has also
been added, with lighting that
resembles Chinese lanterns.

DUMPLINGS,
TEAS, BISCUITS

Three brands are undergoing
regeneration: an eatery selling
dumplings, a Chinese herbal tea
shop and a Chinese biscuit shop.

Of particular note among the-
se brands is the Chinese biscuit
shop, the Pan Fong Bakery, whi-
ch opened in 1936.

Traditionally, only reputa-
ble Chinese businesses could
get a special type of signboard,
known in Cantonese as “The
Gold-plated  Signboard.” It
may not really have been gol-
d-plated, but Chinese people
honored it as it symbolized the
reputation of a business. The

Pan Fong Bakery still has one
of these signboards hanging in
their shop.

The bakery sells around two
dozen types of Chinese baked
delicacies, including the “Wife
Pastry,” egg cookies and others.

The design house commissio-
ned to work on this project made
the signboard the centerpiece of
the new food packaging, which
will still be made of paper. It is
presented in a modern manner,
with the addition of flowers aus-
picious to the Chinese such as
chrysanthemums and orchids.
The new packaging comes in at
least four different colors.

Traditional Chinese art has

been used in several of the new
corporate images. For example,
Chinese calligraphy, originally
written by a Chinese medical
practitioner, has been printed
on paper cups used by the her-
bal tea shop.

FIC SUBSIDY
TO COME AGAIN

FIC subsidy campaigns have
somehow become a recurrent
job for the fund. The FIC repor-
ted that in the first four mon-
ths of this year, MOP41 million
worth of subsidies were appro-
ved, 70% of which were interest-
free loans.

The FIC is also supporting lo-
cal fashion and design with de-
dicated subsidy platforms for
each industry. The fund is also
helping local creative industry
workers expand into the Greater
Bay Area.

A new round of subsidy cam-
paigns is now inviting proposals.
Applications close on June 25.

MGTO to start consultation on tourist levy

EPUTY Director of

tourists and

the consultation. In other

the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office
(MGTO) Ricky Hoi told
the media that his office is
about to launch a public
consultation on the levy
of tourist tax.
Levy discussions started

months ago, when many
Macau tourist attractions
were becoming overcrow-
ded several times within
a year. Comments varied,
as those in favor of the
levy thought the income
could be used to impro-
ve Macau’s infrastructu-

re in future, while those
against it thought the
levy would fail to control
the influx of tourists and
only increase the govern-
ment’s income.
Meanwhile, the MGTO
thought a consultation
necessary. It will target

residents,
the industry. The con-
sultation will take place
online, with a dedicated
website to be made in as-
sociation with the Insti-
tute for Tourism Studies.
Currently, data about
tourists’ feeling about a

possible levy are being
collected at all the immi-
gration checkpoints, Hoi
says.

The MGTO expects the
consultation to run for a
month, with the possibili-
ty of an extension depen-
ding on the popularity of

words, the MGTO has no
idea how much data is re-
quired to be make a repre-
sentative sample.

Hoi also noted the tou-
rist flow report system
will be available on other
MGTO’s digital platforms.
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OMEGROAWN
products manufac-
turcd by small and
medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) has been
a major driving force behind
Macau’s economic rise. As a
Chinese corporation rooted in
the city, Galaxy Entertainment
Group (GEG) recognizes their
contributions  and aims  to
create a wvariety of platforms
to empower SMEs to continue
to flourish and foster their
development under the Macau
SAR Government’s policies to
diversify Macau's cconomy.
Through the “Large-Business-
cs-Leading-Small-Businesses™
cooperation model, GEG has
been maintaining a mutually-
beneficial partnership approach
to working with the local SME
community. With a wide range
of assistance mitiatives in place
as well as the commercial oppor-
tunitics provided to support
business growth, GEG aims to
develop thriving communities
and contribute to sustainable
development. Through building
capacity and working alongside
suppliers, GEG  strives 1o
empower SMEs so that they
are ready to capture burgeoning
opportunities presented in the
Greater Bay Area.
Amongst the pool of local
supplicrs that GEG has been
working closcly with s the
Agencia Comercial CARMEN
Lda (CARMEN). With over 30
vears’ experience of producing
quality garments under its belt,
CARMEN ecarlier secured an
order of 5,000 staff windbreak-
ers from GEG on top of other
previous collaborations. Mr. lan
Daniels, Senior Vice President of
Procurement and Warchousing
at GEG, was impressed with
the local manufacturer’s capabil-
itics in delivering high quality
products efficiently against a
tight schedule. He said: “We are
pleased to cooperate with local
SMEs such as CARMEN, which
have an abundance of local
insight and understanding. They
provided us with full support
during the design, development
and  manufacturing  process,
while ensuring that the acsthetics
and specifications met GEG's
neceds and standards. Although
there were several changes
required during the design stage,

F el

GEG senior executives and team members sport new

C) wiansia

Galaxy Entertainment Group

WY GEG

.

Jose Tang, Managing Director of CARMEN.

Carmen was very professional
and cooperative, responding to
the changes in a timely manner.”
The scasoned procurement
professional, who has previously
worked for a number of the
world's largest retailers, stressed
that Carmen demonstrated a

lan Daniels (first fram right), Senior Vice President of Procurement and
Warehousing of GEG, and his team.

m MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY MAKING A COMMITMENT

high level of expertise. which
is comparable to larger-sized
corporations,

Confident of their creations for
GEG, CARMEN proceeded with
filing applications for the Macau
Product Quality Certification
Scheme and the Hong Kong
Q-Mark Product Scheme, also
known as M-mark and Q-mark
respectively, and became the
first homegrown apparel maker
to succeed in attempting to
have their products certified
as “Made in Macau” through
a TIgOTOUS assessmentl process
by two mstitutes. CARMEN's
bid was strongly supported by
GEG, which believed that it
would inspire the wider SME
community to follow suit
and scize the many business
opportunitics brought about by
the Greater Bay Arca (GBA). Mr.
Daniels said: “We have spared no
effort to encourage smaller enter-
prises in Macau to embrace the
Greater Bay Area opportunities
by aiming for higher service or

¥

staft windbreakers in a show of aaulidaﬂnr.

Homegrown brands flourish
alongside GEG

—

production standards through
accreditation. GEG  believes
that it will help propel them into
the Greater Bay Area, and even
further onto the global stage
with a more established set of
credentials.”

Managing Dircctor of CARMEN
Mr, Jose Tang said: “When we
informed GEG of our intention
to apply for Q-mark and M-mark
during a meeting with Mr.
Damels and GEG executives,
they offered us words of
cncouragement straight away. |
could feel their sincerity and that
they have always cherished our
parmership. Addinonally, they

"'4 (Lo SR R SE R i MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY MAKING A COMMITMENT

welcomed our suggestions and
input throughout the production
process and | felt that they have
a truge partnership approach to
cooperating with us. | am also
happy to see larger corporations
provide continued support for
SMEs, as it will make it casicr for
us to expand into the Greater Bay
Area markets.”

With more local enterprises
pursuing the two product certifi-
cations, Tang believes that 1t
will make a positive impact on
the city as a whole as certified
homegrown brands will gain
greater attention in the Greater
Bay Area and abroad, as the
certifications
place them on
a par with their
international
counterparts,
Under the
accreditation
system, certifi-
cate  holders
have to adhere
to the exacting
standards
required by the
certification
issuers to
maintain  the
two accolades
by undergoing
audits,  and
inspections on
aregular basis,
therefore,
constantly
challenging
them to keep
abreast  with
high, cxacting
industry
standards for
a promising
future.

—

MM GEG
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Hong Kong bookseller Lam Wing-ke

ANALYSIS

For Macau, Hong Kong dissenters,
asylum in Taiwan still elusive

Stacy Hsu, CNA staff reporter

MAGINE this: You have

been locked and mentally tor-
mented in a carefully guarded
room for months and you worry
your partner or friends may be
suffering the same fate.

On top of this, you know the
only thing that stands between
you and physical torture is the
authorities’ need for you to “look
good” in a forced TV confession
later on. The level of despair is
overwhelming.

The idea of reliving that or-
deal was what drove Hong Kong
bookseller Lam Wing-kee to flee
to Taiwan in late April.

Lee, along with four other indi-
viduals related to Causeway Bay
Books, “vanished” for months in
late 2015 for selling titles critical
of the Chinese government and
mailing them to people in China.

After being detained by Beijing
for months, he was returned to
Hong Kong, but feared being
sent back to China under con-
troversial extradition legislation
Hong Kong is likely to pass in
the coming months.

“It would spell the end of me if T
was sent back [to China]. I wou-
1d be screwed and there would
be no getting out of the place,”
the 63-year-old Lam said, des-
cribing his escape from Hong
Kong as inevitable, especially
with city authorities answering
only to China’s bidding instead
of the rule of law.

He could have gone to Ger-
many, the United States or Ca-

nada, Lam said, but he chose
Taiwan as his second home
because he wanted to open a
new bookstore in a Mandarin-
-speaking country and help sa-
feguard Taiwan’s free and inde-
pendent-thinking culture.

4 For asylum
seekers from
Hong Kong
or Macau, the
problem is not
the lack of a
legal basis to
handle their
requests but
that laws are
ambiguous

Fortunately for Lam, his high-
-profile name has landed him
friends who are working tire-
lessly to ensure that he finds a
job that qualifies him for a resi-
dency permit in Taiwan, sparing
him from the often futile process
of seeking political asylum in a
country that still lacks a system
for handling asylum seekers.

Li Jiabao, a 21-year-old Chine-
se exchange student in Taiwan
who publicly criticized Chinese
President Xi Jinping’s remo-
val of China’s presidential term
limits in a livestream video in

March, may not be as fortunate.

He does not want to return to
China but is not optimistic that
he will be granted asylum in
Taiwan after his student visa ex-
pires in July.

Li’s pessimism is understan-
dable, given that no Chinese
asylum seekers have been given
sanctuary in Taiwan since 2014,
when the then-Kuomintang
(KMT) government granted
nine Chinese refugees residency
status, Taiwan Association for
Human Rights Secretary-Gene-
ral Chiu E-ling said.

For asylum seekers from Chi-
na, Hong Kong or Macau, the
problem is not the lack of a legal
basis to handle their requests,
Chiu said, but that laws are con-
veniently ambiguous or require
almost unattainable criteria,
making it easy for authorities to
turn people away.

Under existing laws, the go-
vernment can grant long-term
residency to Chinese nationals
based on political, economic,
social, educational, or cultural
considerations on a “case-by-ca-
se basis.”

An applicant could also be a
democracy movement leader, a
person who provides “valuable
information” that helps Taiwan
“understand” China, or who has
made “special contributions” to
Taiwan’s national security, in-
ternational image or social sta-
bility.

Similar ambiguity is seen in the
Laws and Regulations Regar-
ding Hong Kong and Macau Af-

fairs, which stipulates that «ne-
cessary assistance» should be
provided to Hong Kong or Ma-
cau residents whose safety and
liberty are «immediately threa-
tened» for political reasons.

“Who should be the judge of
whether someone’s safety is im-
mediately threatened? What are
the standards? And what does
‘necessary assistance’ entail?
Nothing is made clear by the
laws,” Chiu said.

Compounding the problem
is the lack of a refugee law to
deal with requests for asylum in
Taiwan, Chiu said.

Legislative efforts to enact a
refugee act have been stalled
since five versions of the bill
passed a committee review in
July 2016, meaning asylum
seekers remain vulnerable to
being trapped in limbo because
the authorities do not know how
to deal with them.

So why the inaction? Chiu feels
the draft legislation is simply not
a priority for legislators. Some
also fear the act’s passage could
lead to an overflow of Chinese
asylum seekers, she said.

“A lawmaker’s assistant came
right out and told me that if the
act is passed, all the people in
China are going to seek asylum
here,” Chiu said.

Just passing a refugee act,
however, would not be enou-
gh to help people from China,
Hong Kong or Macau looking
for sanctuary in Taiwan because
it would only apply to other fo-
reign nationals but not them.

The Act Governing Relations
Between the People of the
Taiwan Area and the Mainland
Area and the Laws and Regu-
lations Regarding Hong Kong
and Macau Affairs would also
have to be revised, posing a sig-
nificant political challenge.

At present, legislation that
would amend those two laws to
allow refugee act provisions to
apply to asylum seekers from
China, Hong Kong and Macau is
sitting in committee, and it is
unclear how much enthusiasm
there would be to pass it after a
refugee act was enacted.

Proponents of refugee righ-
ts such as Chiu and Democra-
tic Progressive Party (DPP)
lawmaker Yu Mei-nu seem focu-
sed on getting the draft refugee
act passed first, which will be
difficult enough considering its
low priority, without stressing
any linkage to the revisions for
Chinese, Hong Kong and Ma-
cau residents.

That means people like Lam
Wing-kee and Li Jiabao could
still be left without a way to se-
ttle in Taiwan rather than face
persecution at home.

Yu did say, however, that if
the refugee act passes and even-
tually does apply to residents of
China, Hong Kong and Macau,
it would not spark an inunda-
tion of refugees because an an-
nual quota would be set based
on Taiwan’s ability to absorb
them.

She also argued that an effec-
tive and objective mechanism to
screen asylum seekers would be
established to prevent potential
abuse of the system.

There would be a two-tier
review process under which
asylum applicants would first be
evaluated by local government
agencies and then by a group
of government representatives,
specialists, academics and other
impartial members of society,
Yu said.

Joshua Wong, a Hong Kong
student activist and politician
who serves as secretary-gene-
ral of pro-democracy party De-
mosisto, believes the need for
Taiwan to pass a refugee act that
covers everyone is pressing.

Lam may be the first one to
flee Hong Kong due to the extra-
dition bill, “but he would not be
the last one,” Wong told CNA in
a telephone interview.

Under Xi’s tight grip, Chine-
se and Hong Kongers seeking
asylum in Taiwan will only grow
in number, he said.

Wuer Kaixi, a Chinese student
leader during the 1989 Tianan-
men protests who married a
Taiwanese and has been given
Taiwanese citizenship, argued
that people here should not
worry about asylum seekers
overrunning society.

Granting political asylum to
Chinese dissidents would not
create an immigration problem
for Taiwan, he said. “Rather,
with a properly devised policy,
asylum seekers could even be-
come an effective moving force
in society.” Courtesy CNA
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ONG Kong’s pro-de-

mocracy forces ple-

dged to step up their

effort to block the go-
vernment’s plan to allow extradi-
tions to mainland China.

The opposition coalition,
known as the pan-democrats,
will lend their backing to a pro-
test today outside the offices of
the Legislative Council (LegCo),
before hearings the next day
on the plan, Claudia Mo, a pan-
-democratic lawmaker said at a
press conference yesterday.

Hong Kong Chief Executive
Carrie Lam was doing the bid-
ding of the government in Beijing
and not defending the interests
of Hong Kong, Mo said. “This is
an absolute order from Beijing
and there is no room for her to
maneuver,” she said. “She’s just

a puppet.”

4 The
opposition
coalition will
lend their
backing to
protest today
outside the
offices of LegCo

The proposal, which would also
ease extraditions to Taiwan and
Macau, could open the door to
Hong Kong citizens and foreign
residents being prosecuted on
the mainland. Critics say the plan
will erode the autonomy guaran-
teed to Hong Kong before its
1997 return to China, and busi-
ness groups have also warned the

China’s top hi

AP PHOTO

HONG KONG

Extradition law may hurt
overseas investment, says ICC

legislation could reduce the city’s
appeal as a global financial hub.
As many as 130,000 people
took to the streets to protest
against the bill in April, among
the largest demonstrations sin-
ce months-long pro-democracy
rallies in 2014 ended without any
concessions from the Beijing-
-backed government. The Hong
Kong-chapter of the Internatio-
nal Chamber of Commerce said
this week the bill may impact the
city’s ability to attract overseas

gh-tech

show to highlight

GBA innovation

VER 3,000 exhibitors

from more than 100 coun-
tries and regions will partici-
pate in China’s top technology
show in November, which this
highlights the science and te-
chnology innovation in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau
Greater Bay Area, Xinhua re-
ported yesterday.

The 21st China Hi-Tech Fair
(CHTF) will be held from Nov.
13 to 17 in the southern tech
hub Shenzhen, Guangdong
Province, its organizers said at
a press conference in Beijing
this week.

This year, the CHTF will hi-
ghlight Advanced products and
technology in fields such as in-
formation technology, energy
conservation, environmental
protection, photoelectric dis-

play, smart city, manufacturing
and aerospace will be showca-
sed.

Hundreds of well-known
enterprises from home and
abroad have already signed
up for the event, according to
Wang Lixin, deputy director
and secretary-general of the
fair’s organizing committee.

According to Xinhua, it will
also hold overseas exhibitions
in Ireland, Serbia and Croatia
in June this year.

The CHTF has been held for
20 years. It has played a key
role in strengthening inno-
vation capability, deepening
cooperation, promoting the
transformation of innovation
achievements and creating a
good innovative environment,
Xinhua notes. MDT/Xinhua

Protesters against an extradition law march along a downtown street in Hong

o O 5 ~

investment.

Lam said yesterday that there
had been a lot of misunderstan-
ding about the bill and that she
was “pained and disappointed”
by what she described as extreme
opinions and the unnecessary
fear that it has generated.

“We are suggesting safeguards
in the event of an extradition
agreement and we shouldn’t
resist the goal of plugging a loo-
phole and passing a bill that cou-
1d bring about justice,” she said.

EDUCATION

’l-q ]

Kongflast month

The proposed changes would
allow extraditions on a case-
-by-case basis and was spurred
by a high-profile 2018 murder
case against a Hong Kong resi-
dent who confessed to killing his
girlfriend in Taiwan. The confes-
sion came after the man retur-
ned to Hong Kong, which doesn’t
have an extradition agreement
with Taiwan.

“There are simpler ways to deal
with this case as legal experts
have pointed out, without having

to complicate matters, and use a
sledgehammer,” the ICC’s Hong
Kong secretary Keith Brandt
wrote in a letter to the Legislative
Council. The ICC called for the
process to be put on hold until a
“thorough” and “proper” public
consultation could take place.

In response to criticism from
the business community, Lam
has already removed nine cate-
gories of business-related crimes
from the potential offenses eligi-
ble for extradition. Bloomberg

HKUST to launch the city’s
first marine science program

E Hong Kong
University of
Science and Technolo-
gy will offer the city>s
first  undergradua-
te course in marine
science in September
this year.

Upto 4o students are
expected to take up
the Bachelor of Ocean
Science and Technolo-
gy program under the
university’s School of
Science by 2020.

They will be taught
professional knowle-
dge and experience
relating to the marine
environment, helping
Hong Kong and the
Chinese mainland
to deal with marine
ecological problems
and develop marine
resources, said Qian

Peiyuan, acting head
of the Department of
Ocean Science.

The demand for pro-
fessionals in ocean
science has risen with
large-scale coastal in-
frastructure projects
in the pipeline in the
Greater Bay Area, he
said.

The program will
provide a cross-dis-
ciplinary curriculum,
including basic scien-
ce subjects like physi-
cs, chemistry, biology
and ecology to help
students take part in
the Bay Area projects.

Qian cited the cons-
truction team of the
mega Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bri-
dge that had to deal
with complicated

marine and geologi-
cal conditions, which
required knowledge
such as how sea water
flows, how sediment
moves, and how white
dolphins migrate.

The curriculum also
involves  innovative
technology, such as
pollution  tracking,
sensors and instru-
mentation, as well as
data mining and ma-
nagement to enable
students to resolve
practical  problems
like water pollution
and declining biodi-
versity, said Stanley
Lau Chun-kwan, asso-
ciate professor at the
Department of Ocean
Science.

The school will also
arrange capstone pro-

jects, internships and
study trips to overseas
science institutions,
including  research
cruises in Suruga Bay
in Japan and field sur-
veys on the Chinese
mainland.

Marine environmen-
tal research can also
promote studies on
climate change, espe-
cially extreme wea-
ther conditions, as the
ocean has a crucial in-
fluence on the climate
of coastal areas, Qian
said.

Thus, the program
could contribute to
developing a quality
living circle around
the Bay Area, as listed
in the region’s outli-
ne development plan.
MDT/China Daily
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Top 20 Questions On Renting
A Property In Macau - Part 1

Sam Lee is a marketing manag-
er and property consultant at JVL
Property. JML was established in
1994 and offers Investment Property
& Homes. It specializes in managing
properties for owners and investors,
and providing attractive and com-
fortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

With high sales prices, many people in Macau are
looking to rent a property rather than make purchase.
Here are the top 20 questions we are asked by tenants;
this week we will cover the first 5.

1. WHY DO I HAVE TO PAY 4 MONTHS
MONEY IN ADVANCE?

In most cases, tenants are asked to pay up to 4 months
rental money in advance. This consists of;

2 months Security Deposit (See next question)

1 Month advanced rent

1 Month agency fee

When you find a property that you like, you will usually
be asked to put down a deposit equivalent to 1 month’s
rent to hold the property. This will then be used as the
first months rent once you have moved in.

The 2 months security deposit is usually paid upon sig-
ning the rental agreement, and is explained in the next
question.

The 1 month agency fee is usually invoiced prior to mo-
ving in, and becomes payable after the move in date.

2: WHAT IS THE SECURITY DEPOSIT FOR?
The security deposit is held by the property manage-
ment company or the landlord as a sum to compensate
any damages to the property by a tenant.

Contrary to popular belief, the deposit may not be used
in lieu of rent, unless otherwise agreed by tenant and
landlord, and is held separately from the rent.

When you leave an apartment, it is normal for the pro-
perty management company or landlord to conduct an
inspection with you, and to reach an agreement on pri-
cing for any damages or loss caused during the period
of tenancy. Then the outstanding utility bills are worked
out, and the apartment must be thoroughly cleaned.
The agreed amounts are deducted from the deposit, and
the deposit returned.

This process usually takes between 2 to 10 working days.
If you want your landlord to return the security deposit
on the day that you move out, it is likely that you will
have to make special arrangements with the landlord
so that they can pre-inspect the property, and you can
arrange to pay cash for the utility bills and cleaning ex-
penses.

3: CAN THE OWNER SELL THE APARTMENT
WHILST I HAVE A TENANCY CONTRACT ?
Yes. The owner has the right to sell at any time he or she
chooses.

4: IF THE OWNER SELLS THE APARTMENT,
DO WE HAVE TO MOVE OUT?

No.

Tenants are protected by the tenancy contract, and a
new owner does not have the right to ignore a valid te-
nancy contract.

The contract and all of its terms must be adhered to by
the new owner, who should be aware of the tenancy
agreement and have a copy provided to them during the
sales process.

5: CAN THE OWNER OR THEIR AGENT
BRING PEOPLE INTO THE APARTMENT TO
LOOK AROUND?

Not without your permission.

When you have a valid tenancy agreement in place, you
may decide who and who not to let into your home.

If an agent knocks on your door and requests to see
the property, you are perfectly within your rights to say
“No”, then call the owner to complain.

TRADE WAR

Chinese companies
brace for tariff hike

Yanan Wang, Beijing

as trade tal_ks begin

st Tl

HINESE exporters of

all sorts of products, from

power adapters and com-

puters to vacuum clea-
ners, are anxiously hoping trade
talks in Washington this week will
yield a deal that might stave off hi-
gher U.S. tariffs on imports from
China.

Companies across China are bra-
cing for a tariff hike after President
Donald Trump, complaining Bei-
jing was backtracking and the talks
on a festering trade dispute were
taking too long, said he would raise
import duties on USD200 billion
of Chinese goods to 25% from 10%.

Amber Chen, sales manager for
a vacuum cleaner manufacturer
based in southern China, says her
company has $100 million in ex-
ports to the U.S. at stake.

“I really hope that the two coun-
tries can reach an agreement,”
Chen said in a phone interview.
“We just can’t swallow the costs of
a tariff increase.”

The tariffs have devastated many
factories in Chinese coastal regions
that serve the U.S. market. Indus-
tries such as electronics have seen
sales to the U.S. plummet up to
40%. Overall Chinese exports to
the U.S. dropped 13% in April from
a year earlier.

Many Chinese companies are
reluctant to speak publicly about
their problems, especially those
linked to sensitive topics such as
the ruling Communist Party’s poli-
cies on trade and technology.

But sales managers of five Chine-
se companies that depend heavily

on exports to the U.S. told The As-
sociated Press that while they have
managed to adjust to current tariff
levels with minimal trouble, a jump
to a 25% tariff would make doing
business with the U.S. virtually im-
possible for most of them.

“If the tariffs rise to 25 percent,
then we’re done for,” said James, a
sales manager for a computer mo-
nitor manufacturer in Shenzhen,
China’s southern tech hub.

He declined to give his full name.
He said 30 to 40% of his company’s
products are exported to the U.S.

Before this week, both the U.S.
and China said the trade talks were
making steady progress, giving the
impression that the world’s two bi-
ggest economies were approaching
an agreement. Trump’s unexpec-
ted threat early this week to raise
tariffs sent global financial markets
into a tailspin.

China has kept official statemen-
ts on the latest trade talks, the 11th
round, low-key and restrained.
That’s in contrast to more aggres-

WYNN TO PRESENT ART EXHIBITION IN JUNE

In support of the
international arts and
cultural event “Art
Macao,” Wynn will

ceived

Workers transfer LED lights components at a factory in Yushan county in Jiangxi province

Galaxy Macau re-

sive rhetoric in earlier rounds. Do-
mestic media avoided reporting on
Trump’s tweeted threat for hours
after it was posted.

If the tariff increase goes ahead,
the impact will be deeply felt by
small- and medium-sized enterpri-
ses, said Shawn Yang, sales mana-
ger for a company in Shenzhen that
produces electric power adapters.

“We’re on the front lines,” he said.

Many of the company’s products
are designed for use in the U.S,,
Yang said, so it would be difficult to
shift sales to other markets.

AP

He said he’s confident it can wea-
ther the trade war because of the
quality of their products, though
some buyers are waiting for a con-
clusion to the trade dispute before
placing new orders.

Yang said he has faith the two
countries will reach an agreement.

“(The trade war’s) impact is too
far-reaching,” he said. “It’s not pos-
sible for them to keep fighting like
this.” AP

TWO GEG ENGINEERS COMPLETE
SCHEME “A” GRADUATE TRAINING

Galaxy Entertainment

accreditation Group announced in

be launching a four-
-month long art exhi-
bition under the the-
me “Wynn — Garden
of Earthly Delights”
on June 6.

The exhibition will
feature a selection
of modern and con-
temporary art pieces
at both Wynn Macau
and Wynn Palace,
according to a state-
ment issued by the
gaming operator.

The opening cere-
mony for the exhibi-
tion will take place
at the Art Gallery
of Wynn Palace on
June 6.

The exhibition is

inspired by Hierony-
mus Bosch’s master-
piece “The Garden
of Earthly Delights,”

which he painted
during the Renais-
sance.

The exhibition will

feature art pieces of
Edoardo Tresoldi,
Herb Alpert, Jenni-
fer Steinkamp, Refik
Anadol, Robert In-
diana, Sam Francis,
and MAD Architects
amongst others.

from the Hong Kong
Institution of Engi-
neers (HKIE) in 2015,
offering the Scheme
“A” Graduate Training
Program in Mechani-
cal Engineering for
graduates of the Ba-
chelor of Science in
Electrical Engineering
program at University
of Macau (UM).

Vito Ao leong and
Tom Lam are both UM
alumni of the class of
2016 and engineers in
Galaxy Macau’s Engi-
neering Department.
Last July, they became
the first locally trained
engineers to complete
the two-year training
program in Macau,

a statement.

According to the ga-
ming operator, there
are currently a total of
eight team members
in GEG’s Scheme
“A” Graduate Training
Program in Mechani-
cal Engineering.

During the on-the-
-job training, the job
rotation system provi-
des the trainees with
exposure to various
job assignments in
the Engineering De-
partment. The pro-
gram fast-tracks be-
coming a registered
engineer, as the two
years of on-the-job
training are recogni-
zed by HKIE.
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GAMING

Fox Sports, Stars
Group to offer sports
betting in deal

Wayne Parry, Atlantic City

major U.S. sports network is
getting into the sports bet-
ting game.

Fox Sports says it is buying just
under 5% of The Stars Group, the
parent company of PokerStars,
for about USD236 million. Both
companies will offer real-money
sports betting this fall in states
where it is legal and they are li-
censed.

The network has the option to
acquire half of the Stars Group’s
U.S. business after 10 years.

The companies will offer full-
-blown sports betting under the
name Fox Bet in states that have
legalized it.

They also will offer a free-to-
-play game offering cash prizes
to users who correctly predict the
outcome of sporting events.

The move comes a week befo-
re the anniversary of a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision clearing
the way for all 50 states to offer
legal sports betting should they
so desire. Eight states currently
do, with dozens of others consi-
dering it.

“We are expanding the way we
immerse fans in the sports cul-
ture they love,” said Eric Shanks,
CEO and executive producer of
Fox Sports. “Digital sports wage-
ring represents a growing market
opportunity that allows us to
diversify our revenue streams,
connect directly with consumers
and expand the reach of the Fox
Sports brand.”

The Stars Group owns or licen-
ses gambling brands, including
PokerStars, PokerStars Casino,
BetStars, Full Tilt, BetEasy, Sky
Bet, Sky Vegas, Sky Casino, Sky
Bingo, Sky Poker and Oddsche-
cker.

“We believe this strategic part-
nership uniquely positions us to
build a leading betting business
in the U.S., which represents one
of the most exciting long-term
growth opportunities for our

company,” said Rafi Ashkenazi,
CEO of the Toronto-based Stars
Group. “Leveraging our proven
media partnership strategy with
Sky Sports in the U.K., we are ex-
cited to partner with Fox Sports
to integrate wagering into sports
media and drive customer acqui-
sition and retention in the U.S.”
The 25-year deal shows just
how lucrative legal sports betting
is becoming in the U.S., with pro-
fessional leagues partnering with
gambling companies, technology
firms and individual teams to get
in on the fast-growing business.

4 The Stars
Group owns
or licenses
gambling
brands,
including
PokerStars,
Sky Poker and
Oddschecker

While it’s the first time a major
broadcast network has directly
partnered with a licensed gam-
bling operator in its business,
others have dabbled in related
waters with gambling-related
content or paid fantasy sports of-
ferings.

The two companies will get the
use of some of each other’s trade-
marks and rights, and the Stars
Group will make minimum an-
nual advertising commitments
with the network.

The Stars Group is licensed for
internet gambling in New Jersey
through an affiliation with Resorts
Casino Hotel in Atlantic City. Ca-
sino president Mark Giannanto-
nio said Resorts will benefit from
a rebranding of the Stars Group’s
BetStars betting portal. AP
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Trade dispute with US a political
challenge for China’s Xi

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

HE tariff war between

Washington and  Bei-
jing poses one of the biggest
challenges yet for Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping, potentially
exposing his political vulne-
rabilities at a time when the
Chinese economy is already
slowing.

The U.S. effort to win conces-
sions from China on strategic
industrial policies has put Xi’s
own prestige on the line. It
also has cast into question the
ruling Communist Party’s so-
cial contract with the Chinese
people: keeping authoritarian,
one-party rule and ruling class
privileges in exchange for deli-
vering robust economic grow-
th, better living standards and
a higher global profile for Chi-
na.

Chinese and U.S. officials were
due to resume talks in Washin-
gton early today [Macau time]
on the dispute over Beijing’s te-
chnology ambitions in meetin-
gs overshadowed by President
Donald Trump’s threat to raise
tariffs further as of today.

Xi needs to balance standing
firm against U.S. pressure with
the increasing urgency to reach
a deal that would relieve bat-
tered exporters who have long
underpinned growth and job
creation, particularly outside
the major cities.

“Xi Jinping is under a lot of
pressure. If he is seen as suc-
cumbing to the threats, then he
will be seen as weak and failing
to stand up to the Americans,”
said Willy Lam, a Chinese poli-
tics expert at the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong.

The stakes are high.

A failure to reach agreement
in this week’s talks, the 11th
round of negotiations so far,
would be “deeply embarrassing
and somewhat damaging,” for
Xi, said Steve Tsang, director of

AP PHOTO

the China Institute at London’s
School of Oriental and African
Studies.
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Xi Jinping is
under a lot of
pressure. If

he is seen as
succumbing
to the threats,
then he will be
seen as failing
to stand up to
the Americans.

WILLY LAM
CUHK

It would not be catastrophic,
he said. However, “it would be
a different story if a sustained
and escalating trade war puts
the Chinese economy in a tails-
pin and keeps it down over a
year or two.”

Sometimes referred to as the
“chairman of everything,” Xi
is widely regarded as China’s
most powerful leader in deca-
des. He cleared a path to re-
maining in office indefinitely
last year when he amended the
constitution to remove presi-
dential term limits. He also has
led a sweeping crackdown on
corruption that netted several
high-profile targets while forti-
fying the party’s presence at all
levels.

Xi’s signature foreign policy
strategy, the trillion-dollar Belt
and Road infrastructure initia-
tive, has racked up notable suc-
cesses despite complaints that
it saddles participating coun-
tries with unsustainable levels
of debt.

He also has led a major expan-
sion of China’s military while
adopting a more confrontatio-
nal approach to relations with
the U.S., Taiwan and countries
with rival claims to territory
in the South China Sea. That’s
raised expectations among a
highly nationalistic public and
party and military hardliners
that Xi will stand up to the U.S.

in the tariff conflict and others
likely to follow.

China’s aggressive efforts to
gain dominance in areas such
as robotics and artificial inte-
lligence lie at the heart of the
dispute with the Trump admi-
nistration, which highlights
complaints by companies and
governments over the forced
transfer, or outright theft, of
cutting-edge technology.

Underlying Xi’s great power
is a sense of insecurity, reflec-
ted in the elaborate protecti-
ve measures he deploys and
massive spending on domestic
security that exceeds even the
defense budget, Tsang said.

There is also great unease
over the economy, which ex-
panded at an annual rate of
6.4% in January-March, mat-
ching the previous quarter for
the weakest growth since 2009.

Xi “must be acutely aware
that his domestic critics hold
him responsible for lack of suc-
cess in the talks,” June Teufel
Dreyer, an expert on Chinese
politics who teaches political
science at the University of
Miami.

“His actions indicate that he
fears dissent from the chatte-
ring classes, and social instabi-
lity from the rest,” Dreyer said.

Perceptions of Xi’s leadership
and his advisers’ handling of
the trade dispute were not hel-
ped by a tweet by Trump on
Sunday expressing frustration
at the pace of the trade talks
and vowing to raise tariffs on
$200 billion in Chinese pro-
ducts from 10% to 25%, and
apply the tariffs to just about
everything the U.S. imports
from China.

China’s Commerce Minis-
try said yesterday that Beijing
would retaliate.

Early in Trump’s presidency,
Xi appeared adept at handling
his American counterpart.
That tweet appeared to catch
him off-balance.

“Now it appears that there
is no clear policy response to
Trump on the trade war, and
that China seems on the back
foot,” said Rana Mitter, a Chi-
na politics and history expert
at the University of Oxford.
“That may open up more space
for other figures at the top to
make it clear that their views
still matter,” which could in
turn, could restrict Xi’s ability
to rule as a “single, dominant
voice,” Mitter said.

Xi faces time pressures from
the party’s inner dynamics. He
is expected to call a meeting of
the powerful Central Commit-
tee by October at the latest, and
needs to show he has the trade
dispute well in hand. Informal
summer meetings among of-
ficials at the Beidaihe seaside
resort could also test of Xi’s
leadership on the matter, Lam
said.

Such sensitivities appear to
be affecting how officials publi-
cly discuss the dispute.

During earlier rounds of talks,
officials went on the offensive,
blaming the U.S. for creating
tensions and disrupting glo-
bal trade. Recently, the tone
has been more muted, part of
a pattern of clamping down on
politically sensitive discussions
that “suggests a desire to bat-
ten down the hatches,” Mitter
said. AP

US trade deficit edges up to $50 billion in March

HE U.S. trade deficit

increased slightly in
March even though the
deficit with China fell to
the lowest point in five
years.

The deficit in goods and
services edged up 1.5%
to USD50 billion in Mar-
ch, after falling 3.6%in
February, the Commer-
ce Department reported
yesterday. The deficit is
the difference between
what America sells to
the rest of the world and

what it imports.

Exports rose 1% to
$212 billion in March
while imports rose a sli-
ghtly faster 1.1% to $262
billion.

The deficit in goods with
China dropped 16.2% to
$20.7 billion, the lowest
level since March 2014.

The United States and
China have been locked
in a trade war for the past
year with a new round of
U.S. tariffs scheduled to
go into effect Friday. Ne-

gotiators from both coun-
tries are scheduled to
meet Thursday and Fri-
day in Washington for an
11th round of talks aimed
at reaching an agreement
to ease economic ten-
sions between the world’s
two biggest economies.
The Trump administra-
tion for weeks had been
indicating that the talks
were making progress
but then on Sunday Pre-
sident Donald Trump ex-
pressed frustration with

what the U.S. side saw as
backsliding by Chinese
negotiators. Trump has
said tariffs will be raised
on $200 billion in Chine-
se products from 10% to
25% starting Friday.

The new trade report
showed that the deficit
with China for the first
three months of this year
totals $80 billion, still
the largest witsh any
country, but down 12.2%
from the same period a
year ago.

The deficit with Mexico
jumped to $9.5 billion
in March, the highest on
record, while the deficit
with Canada was unchan-
ged at $1.4 billion.

The trade fight with
China involves U.S. alle-
gations that China is
stealing U.S. technology
and forcing firms to turn
over trade secrets in ex-
change for access to the
Chinese market. In res-
ponse to the punitive ta-
riffs the Trump adminis-

tration began imposing
last year, China has reta-
liated by targeting $110
billion worth of Ameri-
can products including
higher Chinese tariffs on
American soybeans.
Trump campaigned on
a pledge to reduce Ame-
rica’s longstanding trade
deficit with the rest of the
world, which he sees as a
sign of economic weak-
ness and a se3ries of bad
trade deals from past ad-
ministrations. AP
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Taiwan navy sailors salute from a Dutch Zwaardvis-class submarine during a gro_undbreaking ceremony for the island’s naval Sﬁﬁmarme_fac!efy in
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Taipel breaks ground on submarine
shipyard to counter Beijing

AIWAN broke ground

yesterday on a shipyard

to produce submari-

nes to counter China’s
growing military threat.

The self-governing island’s Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen presided over a
ceremony in the southern port city
of Kaohsiung, saying submarines
were an effective way to deter a
foe from surrounding the island
by sea.

“We must have concept and
thinking of asymmetric warfare,”
Tsai said, referring to the military
concept where a smaller opponent
can hold off a larger one using spe-
cialized strategies and tactics.

China, which claims Taiwan as
its territory to be annexed for for-
ce if necessary, operates a growing
navy that boasts some 75 subma-
rines, including latest generation
homebuilt vessels.

Taiwan operates just four aged
submarines but pressure from
China has prevented it from
buying more abroad. Plans call for
the shipyard to produce eight die-
sel craft, with the first due for com-
pletion in 2025.

Taiwan relies on the U.S. for
much of its defense needs, but the
U.S. now only produces nuclear-
-powered submarines.

Holland’s decision to sell Taiwan

two Zwaardvis Class submarines
30 years ago resulted in a major
diplomatic rift with Beijing and,
under Chinese pressure, they wou-
1d not sell more, Tsai said.

“Therefore, building them indi-
genously is our only way.” she said.

Despite Chinese pressure, more
than a dozen foreign firms have re-
portedly expressed strong interest
in taking part in the submarine
projects under the Kaohsiung-ba-
sed Taiwan Shipbuilding Corpora-
tion, also known as CSBC.

Tsai has made reviving Taiwan’s
indigenous armaments industry a
priority for her administration.

Since Tsai took office in 2016,

4 Taiwan
operates just
four aged
submarines
but pressure
from

China has
prevented it
from buying
more abroad

Chinese court holds appeal hearing

for Canadian sentence

Chinese court held an

to death

China has stepped up military, di-
plomatic and economic pressure
on Taiwan in hopes of compelling
her to endorse its contention that
theisland is a part of China, known
as the “One-China Principle.”

That has included sending ships
to nearby waters and military air-
craft to circle the island, with war-
planes this year crossing the cen-
ter line of the Taiwan Strait for the
first time in years.

Surveys show large majorities
of Taiwanese reject Beijing’s de-
mands for political unification
between the sides, preferring to
maintain their current de-facto in-
dependent status. AP

sively debated what each
believes to be the issues
in the case,” Zhang said,
adding that at this stage
he cannot assess what the
final judgment will be.
The

ppeal hearing Thur-
sday for a Canadian who
was sentenced to death for
drug smuggling in a case
that has deepened a diplo-
matic rift between the two
countries.

The intermediate-le-
vel court in northeastern
Liaoning province said
Robert Schellenberg’s sen-
tence would be announced
at an unspecified date.

Convicted of playing a
central role in a metham-
phetamine smuggling ope-
ration, Schellenberg was
initially sentenced to 15
years in November, only to
be handed the death sen-
tence at a hastily-schedu-
led January retrial.

That came after Canada
arrested Meng Wanzhou,
chief financial officer of

AP PHOTO

Chinese telecom giant
Huawei, on a U.S. extradi-
tion warrant in December.
Days later, two Canadians
— Michael Kovrig and

In this file image taken from January video footage run by China’s CCTV, Canadian Robert Lloyd
Schellenberg attends his retrial at the Dalian Intermediate People’s Court

Michael Spavor — were
detained in China in appa-
rent retaliation.

Canadian Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau con-

demned  Schellenberg’s
sentencing in January and
accused China of “arbitra-
rily” applying the death
penalty.

Schellenberg, who was
arrested in 2014, has
maintained his innocence.

More than 200 kilograms
(440 pounds) of metham-
phetamine were seized
as part of Schellenberg’s
case, the court said. It cal-
led the 36-year-old Cana-
dian the “principal offen-
der” and said the evidence
presented was “true and
sufficient.”

Canadian Embassy of-
ficials were notified and
Schellenberg’s  litigation
rights were lawfully pro-
tected during Thursday’s
proceedings, the court ad-
ded.

Schellenberg’s attorney
Zhang Dongshuo said it
was not clear when the
court would announce a
decision.

“Both sides comprehen-

appeal hearing
followed Meng’s court
appearance Wednesday in
Vancouver.

Meng is accused of lying
to banks about the com-
pany’s dealings with Iran
in violation of U.S. trade
sanctions. Her attorney,
Scott Fenton, has argued
that comments by U.S.
President Donald Trump
suggest the case against
her is politically motivated.

Washington has pressu-
red other countries to limit
use of Huawei’s technolo-
gy, warning they could be
opening themselves up to
surveillance and theft of
information.

China and the U.S. are
currently embroiled in a
trade dispute that has be-
leaguered global financial
markets. AP
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N. Korea fires two suspected
missiles in possible new warning

Kim Tong-Hyung, Hyung-Jin Kim
& Foster Klug, Seoul

ORTH Korea fired two
suspected short-range mis-
siles toward the sea yesterday,
South Korean officials said, its
second weapons launch in five
days and a possible warning that
nuclear disarmament talks with
Washington could be in danger.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the weapons flew 420
kilometers and 270 kilometers,
respectively. It said it is working
with the United States to deter-
mine more details, such as the
types of weapons that were fi-
red.

South Korea’s military said
earlier that at least one projecti-
le was launched from the Sino-ri
area of North Pyongan provin-
ce, an area known to have one
of North Korea’s oldest missile
bases where a brigade opera-
tes mid-range Rodong missi-
les. It later said there were two
launches from the nearby town
of Kusong, where North Korea
conducted its first successful
flight tests of its Hwasong-12
intermediate-range missile and
Hwasong-14  intercontinental
ballistic missile, both in 2017.

Kusong is also home to missile
test facilities that were critical to
the development of North Ko-
rea’s solid-fuel Pukguksong-2,
which was successfully flight-
-tested for the first time in Fe-
bruary 2017, in the North’s first
missile test after President Do-
nald Trump took office.

The latest launches came as
U.S. Special Representative for
North Korea Stephen Biegun vi-
sits South Korea, and hours after
the North described its firing of
rocket artillery and an apparent
short-range ballistic missile on
Saturday as a regular and defen-
sive military exercise. North Ko-
rea also ridiculed South Korea
for criticizing those launches.

South Korean President Moon
Jae-in urged North Korea to
refrain from actions that could
impede diplomacy. In an inter-
view with the KBS television ne-
twork, Moon also said Seoul will
explore various options to help
revive the talks, including provi-
ding food aid to the North and
pushing for his fourth summit
with North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un.

“I'want to tell North Korea once
again that it’s not ideal to repeat
actions that create various in-

terpretations of its intent, raise
concern and risk throwing cold
water on the atmosphere of dia-
logue and negotiations,” said
Moon, a liberal who facilitated
contacts between the U.S. and
North Korea last year.

Moon’s office earlier said the
North Korean launches were
“very concerning” and detri-
mental to efforts to improve
inter-Korean ties and ease mili-
tary tensions on the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

There was no immediate com-
ment from the United States.

Some analysts have said that
if North Korea resumes testing
the kind of longer-range ban-
ned ballistic weapons that it fi-
red in unusually large numbers
in 2017 — when many feared a
U.S.-North Korea standoff could
end in war — it may signal that
North Korea is turning away
from diplomacy.

The tensions in 2017 were
followed by a surprising diplo-
matic outreach by North Korea
in 2018, when Kim attended
summits with the South Korean
and Chinese presidents and
with Trump. But North Korea
has not received what it wants
most from its summitry: relief

from punitive sanctions impo-
sed over its nuclear and missile
programs.

A summit earlier this year be-
tween Trump and Kim ended in
failure, with the United States
saying that North Korea was not
offering to take enough disar-
mament steps in return for the
widespread sanctions relief it
sought.

Just ahead of the launch, se-
nior defense officials from Sou-
th Korea, the United States and
Japan met in Seoul to discuss
North Korea’s earlier launches
on Saturday and other security
issues. Details from the meeting
weren’'t immediately announ-
ced.

Experts who analyzed photos
from North Korean state me-
dia say it’s clear that the North
tested a new solid-fuel missile
on Saturday that appears to be
modeled after Russia’s Iskander
short-range ballistic missile sys-
tem.

With the consecutive weapons
launches, North Korea is pres-
suring South Korea to turn away
from the United States and su-
pport North Korea’s position
more strongly, said Du Hyeogn
Cha, a visiting scholar at Seoul’s

Asan Institute for Policy Stu-
dies. Following the collapse of
the Trump-Kim meeting, Nor-
th Korea demanded that South
Korea proceed with joint eco-
nomic projects that have been
held back by U.S.-led sanctions
against the North.

By firing weapons that directly
threaten South Korea but not
the U.S. mainland or its Pa-
cific territories, North Korea
also appears to be testing how
far Washington will tolerate its
bellicosity without actually cau-
sing the nuclear negotiations to
collapse, Cha said.

“To the United States, the Nor-
th is saying ‘don’t push me into
a corner.” To South Korea, the
North is saying the inter-Korean
peace agreements could become
nothing if Seoul fails to coax ma-
jor concessions from the United
States on behalf of the North,”
Cha said.

4 Some
analysts have
said that [...] it
may signal that
North Korea is
turning away
from diplomacy.

South Korean and U.S. officials
have described what North Ko-
rea fired Saturday as “projecti-
les,” a broader term that inclu-
des both missiles and artillery
pieces. This could be an effort
to keep diplomacy alive as U.N.
sanctions bar North Korea from
engaging in any ballistic activity.

Some observers say North
Korea may fire more missiles,
including medium-range ones,
to increase the pressure on the
United States. Cha said North
Korea isn’t likely to fire lon-
ger-range missiles, such as its
Hwasong-12 intermediate-ran-
ge missiles and Hwasong-14
and 15 intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles, unless it intends to
completely abandon diplomacy
since it is certain to invite new
U.N. sanctions.

North Korea last conducted a
major missile test in November
2017 when it flight-tested the
Hwasong-15 and demonstrated
the potential capability to rea-
ch deep into the U.S. mainland.
Experts think North Korea still
needs more tests to make its
ICBMs viable.

Kim in a New Year’s speech
said he hopes to continue his
nuclear summitry with Trump,
but would seek a “new way” if
the United States persists with
sanctions and pressure against
North Korea.

Following the collapse of his
second summit with Trump in
February, Kim said he is open
to a third meeting, but set the
end of the year as a deadline for
Washington to offer mutually
acceptable terms for an agree-
ment. AP
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MONTENEGRO

Two Russian spies
sentenced in coup attempt

Predrag Milic, Podgorica

Montenegro  court

yesterday sentenced

13 people, including

two Russian secret
service operatives, to up to 15
years in prison after they were
convicted of plotting to over-
throw the Balkan country’s go-
vernment and prevent it from
joining NATO.

Chief judge Suzana Mugosa
said the two Russians, identified
as Eduard Shishmakov and Vla-
dimir Popov, were convicted of
“attempted terrorism” and “crea-
ting a criminal organization.”
The two were tried in absentia.

Shishmakov received a 15-year
prison term while Popov got 12
years. Two leading ethnic Serb
opposition politicians, Andri-
ja Mandic and Milan Knezevic,
were sentenced to five years
each.

The verdict said the group
planned to take over parliament
on election day on Oct. 16, 2016,
assassinate then-Prime Minister
Milo Djukanovic and install a

o
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pro-Russia, anti-NATO leader-
ship.

Montenegro joined NATO in
June 2017 as the Western mi-
litary alliance’s 29th member
despite strong opposition from
Moscow, which considers the
small Adriatic country a historic
Slavic ally and is opposed to NA-
TO’s enlargement.

The Kremlin has repeatedly
denied involvement in the coup
attempt. Montenegro’s police
thwarted the action after recei-
ving tips from Western spy orga-
nizations, authorities said.

The lawyer of one of the convic-
ted Serbs said he will appeal.

“The Russian Federation has
been charged and sentenced
with this political pamphlet,”
said Miroje Jovanovic, referring
to the verdict.

The Russian pair, said to be
members of the Russian mili-
tary secret service agency GRU,
coordinated the attempted coup
from neighboring Serbia, the
verdict said. They were allowed
by Serbia’s pro-Russia authori-
ties to leave for Moscow despite
reports that they operated with
sophisticated spy equipment.

The judge said that the Rus-
sians provided at least 200,000
euros for the purchase of rifles

and guns.

She said two tried to recruit “as
many people as possible to come
to the protest” and try to “chan-
ge the electoral will” and “pre-
vent Montenegro from joining
NATO.”

The judge said that the two
ethnic Serb politicians made se-
veral trips to Moscow on the eve
of the election where they were
believed to get instructions from
the GRU operatives.

“Each member of the criminal
organization had a task and role
that had been previously deter-
mined and the criminal organi-
zation was ready to implement
violence and intimidation,” she
said.

The United States and its allies
have accused the GRU of invol-
vement in the 2018 nerve agent
attack on a Russian ex-spy in
Britain, hacking the 2016 U.S.
presidential campaign and dis-
rupting anti-doping efforts in
world sports. Russian authori-
ties have rejected the accusa-
tions, calling them part of a Wes-
tern smear campaign. AP

FRANCE

Unions hold
strikes,
protests
against
Macron
policies

FRENCH unions are holding
strikes and protests against

120,000 job cuts and other deep
changes to France’s huge public
sector by President Emmanuel
Macron’s government.

France’s unions have been eclip-
sed by the yellow vest movement
in recent months, and are now
trying to capitalize on its success
in getting Macron to backtrack on
some of his pro-business policies.

Waving union flags of all co-
lors, activists marched in Paris,
Marseille and other cities yes-
terday. Strikes hit some schools,
airports and hospitals.

In addition to job cuts, medical
workers are angry at changes to
public hospital financing. Tea-
chers are angry at hiring changes
they say will add to workloads.

Macron says the changes are
necessary to make France’s in-
debted public service more effi-
cient. AP
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RUSSIA

Putin on Victory Day:
military to be strengthened

USSIAN Pre-

sident Vladimir

Putin told the

annual  mili-
tary Victory Day parade
in Red Square yesterday
that the country will con-
tinue to strengthen its ar-
med forces.

The parade marked
the 74th anniversary of
the defeat of Nazi Ger-
many. It included about
13,000 servicemen and
130 pieces of military
equipment, ranging from
a T-34 tank — renowned
for its effectiveness in
World War II — to lum-
bering Yars ICBM launch
units.

For the second time in
three years, the parade
did not conclude with
an aerial display of he-
licopters and warplanes
speeding above the squa-
re. Russian news reports
said the cancellation was
due to heavy clouds.

Among the guests were

AP PHOTO

recently resigned Ka-
zakhstan President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev and
Steven Seagal, the Ame-
rican actor who obtained
Russian citizenship in
2016 and later was na-
med a special envoy for
humanitarian ties with
the United States.

Putin said in his speech
that “we have done and

will do everything neces-
sary to ensure the high
combat capability of our
armed forces.”

He added: “At the same
time, Russia is open for
cooperation with all who
are ready to resist terro-
rism, neo-Nazism and
extremism.”

Dozens of other Russian
cities also held parades

for the country’s most
significant secular holi-
day.

In neighboring Ukraine,
which also observes the
holiday, outgoing Presi-
dent Petro Poroshenko
struck out at Russia.

“For five years, the des-
cendants of the glorious
victors over Nazism have
defended with arms the
freedom of the Ukrainian
people and their civiliza-
tion choice from Russian
aggression,” Poroshenko
said.

Russia annexed Crimea
from Ukraine in 2014
and backs separatist re-
bels who have been figh-
ting Ukrainian forces in
the country’s east for the
past five years, a conflict
that has left over 13,000
dead.

TV actor Volodymyr
Zelenskiy roundly defea-
ted Poroshenko in Ukrai-
ne’s April 21 presidential
runoff. AP

ITALY

Holocaust survivor
opens book fair after
neo-fascist banned

Polish-born ~ Holo-
aust survivor opened
a book fair in Italy yester-
day to a standing ovation,
after organizers agreed to
ban a publisher linked to
a neo-fascist group.
Halina Birenbaum, an
89-year-old poet who li-
ves in Israel, was quoted
by Italy’s Corriere della
Sera daily as saying “this
is more proof for me that
evil will not win.”
Birenbaum and the Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau museum
had threatened to boycott
the 2019 Turin Interna-
tional Book Fair if the Al-
taforte publishing house,
whose director is linked to
the neo-fascist CasaPou-
nd party, was included.
“We consider our pre-
sence incompatible with
that of a neo-fascist pub-
lishing house that openly
spreads a revisionist cul-
ture,” read a letter signed
by Birenbaum and others
including Piotr Cywinski,
director of the state mu-

seum in Poland.

The head of the pub-
lishing house, Frances-
co Polacchi, has defined
himself as a fascist. He
has praised late Italian
dictator Benito Mussolini
and said “anti-fascism is
the true evil in this coun-
try.”

Polacchi, who is also
under investigation for
promoting fascism, said
he would sue. He called
the ban an attack on the
county’s hard-line interior
minister, Matteo Salvini.

Altaforte is publishing
a book of interviews with
Salvini that was to be pre-
sented at the fair.

Salvini also denoun-
ced the ban on Altaforte,
saying there is a “minority
on the left that claims the
right to decide who can
make music, who can do
theater, who can publish
books.”

“Ideas are answered with
other ideas, not with cen-
sorship,” Salvini said. AP
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ORCHESTRA SEARCHING FOR CHILD
WHO CHARMED CROWD WITH ‘wow?!’

America’s oldest performing arts group is looking for
a child who was literally wowed by a recent classical
music concert.

The Handel & Haydn Society had just finished its
rendition of Mozart’s “Masonic Funeral” at Boston’s
Symphony Hall on Sunday when a youngster blurted
out loudly: “WOW!”

Boston classical music station WCRB-FM captured
the exuberance on audio. The crowd can be heard
bursting first into laughter and then rousing applause
for the child.

Now the organization founded in 1815 has mounted
a search for the kid it’s calling the “Wow Child” — not
to reprimand him or her, but to offer a chance to meet
the conductor and hear the orchestra again as a guest
of honor.

“It was one of the most wonderful moments I’'ve ex-
perienced in the concert hall,” Handel & Haydn presi-
dent and CEO David Snead wrote in a letter to concert-
goers asking them to share the child’s name.

“While (artistic director) Harry Christophers was
holding the audience rapt in pin-drop silence following
the music’s end, what sounded like a child of about six
years of age couldn’t hold back,” Snead said, calling
it “something I’'ve never before experienced in my 40-
plus years of concert-going.”

WCRB was recording the orchestra’s season finale
for airing this autumn, and it described the youngster’s
exuberance as “unbelievably charming.”

“That actually brought me to tears,” tweeted Mary
Jane Leach, a composer and performer in Valley Falls,
New York.

Handel & Haydn said it’s delighted and hopes the ap-
preciation from its “young new fan” erases any notions
that classical music is stuffy and aloof.

The venerable orchestra, which celebrated its bicen-
tennial in 2015, is older than the New York and Vien-
na Philharmonics, both of which debuted nearly three
decades later in 1842. It is the United States’ oldest
continuously operating arts organization.
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Rroom 1

2:30, 4:30,7:30pm

Language: Cantonese
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9:30pm

Director: Rob Letterman

Starring: Ryan Reynolds, Justice Smith, Kathryn Newton
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 104min

ROOM 2
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Director: Anthony Russo, Joe Russo

Starring: Brie Larson, Scarlett Johansson, Karen Gillan
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 181min

Room 3

2:30, 4:30,7:30, 9:30pm

Director: Chris Addison

Starring: Anne Hathaway, Rebel Wilson, Tim Blake Nelson
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 94min

1994 MANDELA BECOMES
SA’s FIRST BLACK PRESIDENT

Nelson Mandela has become South Africa’s first black
president after more than three centuries of white rule.

Mr Mandela’s African National Congress (ANC) party
won 252 of the 400 seats in the first democratic elec-
tions of South Africa’s history.

The inauguration ceremony took place in the Union
Buildings amphitheatre in Pretoria today, attended by
politicians and dignitaries from more than 140 coun-
tries around the world.

As part of the ceremony he pledged his allegiance to
South Africa and his determination to continue his work
for reconciliation.

“l do hereby swear to be faithful to the Republic of
South Africa and do solemnly and sincerely promise to
promote that which will advance and to oppose all that
may harm the republic... and to devote myself to the
well-being of the republic and all its people.”

Jubilant scenes on the streets of Pretoria followed the
ceremony with blacks, whites and coloureds celebra-
ting together.

When the new president, flanked by First Deputy Pre-
sident Thabo Mbeki and Second Deputy President FW
de Klerk, appeared on the Botha Lawn beneath the
Union Buildings the crowd went wild.

More than 100,000 South African men, women and
children of all races sang and danced with joy.

Addressing the crowd President Mandela paid tribute
to outgoing president Mr FW de Klerk: “He has made
for himself a niche in history.

“He has turned out to be one of the greatest refor-
mers, one of the greatest sons of South Africa.”

He also spoke of the “human disaster” of apartheid.

“We saw our country tear itself apart in terrible con-
flict... The time for healing of wounds has come... Ne-
ver, never again will this beautiful land experience the
oppression of one by another.”

And urging forgiveness he said in Africaans: “Wat is
verby verby” - “What is past is past”

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Following the inauguration ceremony, President Mandela entrusted his
deputy, Thabo Mbeki, with the day-to-day business of the government.
Mandela himself concentrated on the ceremonial duties of a leader, build-
ing a new international image for South Africa.

Mandela stepped down as South Africa’s president after the ANC’s land-
slide victory in the national elections in the summer of 1999, in favour of
Mr Mbeki.

Since his retirement he has continued travelling the world, meeting lead-
ers, attending conferences and collecting awards.

Nelson Mandela died in December 2013
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Be as clear as you can be today —
otherwise, things are sure to get
really weird. One of your closest
friends is in dire need of a wake-up
call, but if you muddy it, they won’t
understand.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

You may not even realize youre
flirting until someone starts to step
up their game and you have to make
the call: Go or no go. This can be
fun, but it might also be awkward if
you're already seeing someone!

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

You're blessed with friends, and
should find that most of them are
giving you what you need today. See
if you can get them to follow your
lead, as you've got plenty to offer
right now.

Libra

I

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Your great energy is perfect for any
brainy activity — or just for having
fun! See if you can sweet-talk a few
close friends into an impromptu
barbecue or something even bigger
and more wild.

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

If you're worrying about what comes
next, take it easy — things are looking
up, really! You just need to take firm,
decisive action, as your presence
determines success or failure now.

MM Aquarius
WA
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

You've got creative energy to spare
— and today, the whole world can
see it! Don’t hold back, because your
biggest, boldest ideas are those that
are likeliest to sway people and bring
about change.

CROSSWORDS

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Things are getting somewhat
weird today, so make sure that
you're stepping up and tackling the
challenges as they arise. You need to
pay closer attention to the details in
order to understand them.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You may not want to pore over all
those data tables or job listings, but
now is the best time to handle the
details. You can spot things others
would miss, and you are sure to set
yourself apart.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

Work is on your mind — maybe you
need a new job, or maybe you need
to close out an account so you can
finally sleep well at night. Whatever it
is, your mental energy is just right for
dealing with it.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

This is not a good time to ignore
the fine print — get in deep and
really make sure you understand
it all! That could mean consulting
with a lawyer, if the stakes seem
high enough to you.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

You feel somewhat looser and more
willing to wander today — so make
the most of it and enjoy what you've
got! It’s a great time to meet new
people, make new friends and flirt
with hotties.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

You are feeling just a little busier
than you would like, but that’s
okay — in fact, you kind of need
the distraction. You can feel a surge
of energy coming, but it’s not quite
here yet, so just keep plugging away.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

1- Shifts; 6- Commandment word; 11- Aolt’s season; 14- Get out of

OH, SHUT UP, THORNAPPLE !

HE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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bed; 15- Reduce gradually; 16- Refusals; 17- Crawl; 18- Pianist Claudio; 19-
Mantra sounds; 20- Crown of the head; 22- Free-for-all; 24- By and large; 28-
Skipper; 30- Hit; 31- Aftermath; 32- Caste member; 33- Schedule; 37- Connecticut
collegian; 38- Possessed; 39- Common Market abbr.; 40- Poverty; 43- Rhubarb;
45- Lauder of cosmetics; 46- Pago Pago native; 47- Rainy season; 50- Capital
of Ontario; 51- Slowpoke; 52- Comic Foxx; 53- ___ Spiegel; 54- Chorus section;
57- Homer classic; 62- Vein pursuit; 63- Raise a glass to; 64- Wynonna’s mom;
65- Puncture sound; 66- Kett and James; 67- Elicit;

1- Brit’s raincoat; 2- Bruin legend; 3- Join the competition; 4- Legal add-
on; 5- Hara-kiri; 6- Cabinet department; 7- Tortoise racer; 8- Spring mo.; 9- Rural
expanse; 10- Brass wind instrument; 11- ___ Gay; 12- Marisa of “My Cousin
Vinny”; 13- Ruhr Valley city; 21- Pub pint;
23- Highest European volcano; 24- White
as a ghost; 25- Subway turner; 26- Golfer
Palmer, informally; 27- Clear (of); 28-
Shows up; 29- Thunderstruck; 31- Salon
job; 33- Twixt’s partner; 34- Back at the
track; 35- Free to attack; 36- Low-budget
prefix; 38- Not duped by; 41- Lucy’s
husband; 42- Quarantine; 43- Small fish;
44- Funnyman Philips; 46- Lawn material;
47- Windows predecessor; 48- Lulus;
49- Nostrils; 50- Trials; 52- Civil rights
leader Parks; 55- Used car locale; 56-
Rat-a-___; 58- Boy; 59- Acknowledgment
of debt; 60- Onetime Jeep mfr.; 61- Pass
away, perish;

Yesterday’s solution
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WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing 14 30 cloudy
Harbin 11 30 clear
Tianjin 17 30 cloudy
Urumgi 13 26 clear
Xi'an 11 27 cloudy
Lhasa 7 22 clear
Chengdu 15 25 clear
Chongqging 17 27 cloudy
Kunming 15 28 cloudy
Nanjing 15 28 cloudy
Shanghai 16 27 clear
Wuhan 14 29 cloudy
Hangzhou 17 28 cloudy
Taipei 21 24 drizzle
Guangzhou 21 29 cloudy
Hong Kong 22 26 cloudy
Moscow 15 24 drizzle
Frankfurt 8 18 drizzle
Paris 12 17 drizzle
London 7 15 drizzle
New York 11 20 drizzle

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 - Report 1000
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against '
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

& AD

FOR SALE

PACIFICA
1,226 ft* 3 Ie= 2 Y $9,888,000

THE MANHATTA
1,366 ft2 3 l== 2> b $24,800/mth

3,398 ft?

2,500 ft?

[Taipa]
550 ft*

[Taipa]
1,186 ft2

[Taipa] Choilong Meng Chui 3e=3%

[Taipal Nova Taipa Gardens 4e=3w

FOR SALE

$17,800,000 (ref: 18045555)

$12,500,000 (ref: 18115570)

Va Fat 2mm2w
$4,580,000 (ref: 18115566)

The Buckingham 2e=s 1w
$8,888,000 (ref: 18025544)

FOR RENT

[Coloane] Keck Seng Warehouse
3,788 ft* $32,000/mth (ref: 18050678)

[Macau] Macau CBD Office
1,813 ft $21,000/mth (ref: 19010699)

o £
i3
)|
*
J property i

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

3 jmlmacau jmlproperty

[Taipal Ocean Garden 4k=m4 %
3,700 ft* $35,000/mth (ref: 18040674)

[Taipa]l] NovaPark 2e=m2 %
1,134 ft* $16,400/mth (ref: 17020638)
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ROADHOUSE

Macau-sponsored rider Sheils
scores podium at Irish race

Renato Marques

RISH motorcycle road racer
Derek Sheils, racing under
the title sponsor of Roadhouse
Macau, has claimed a podium
finish at the National Road Ra-

AD b

cing Championship. He finished
third at the Tandragee 100 road
races last week.

Riding a Yamaha R6, Sheils had
already started the new season
strong with a solid fourth place
finish at the Cookstown 100 at

the end of April. He built on that
result with a strong performance
on the challenging 8.5 km Tan-
dragee 100 course in County Ar-
magh in Northern Ireland.

The experienced rider from
Dublin had a quiet race at the

Tandragee 100, securing thir-
d-place behind Adam McLean
and race winner Derek McGee.
After the race, the rider said, “It
was a great day’s racing at Tan-
dragee and I was delighted to get
my first podium of the season on

the Roadhouse Macau Yamaha.
I'm really happy with the pace of
the bike and we are getting it to
where we want it to be handlin-
g-wise as well, so it’s all coming
together.”

The rider also announced that
he would skip the North West
200, which will take place from
May 12 to 18, instead choosing
to properly prepare for the big-
gest event of the year, the Isle of
Man TT.

“We won’t be going to the
North West 200 with the bike
because we just want to pack it
away now for the Isle of Man TT,
rather than risk blowing a motor
as it wouldn’t leave us with enou-
gh time to get a new one prepa-
red to the required specification
for the TT. I'm really looking
forward to riding the bike on the
island and hopefully we’ll have
a good run in practice to set us
up to challenge for some decent
results in the two Supersport ra-
ces,” Shiels said.

Shiels has also been racing in
the Macau Grand Prix motor-
cycle race since 2016. He achie-
ved his best result with an ei-
ghth-place finish last year, after
being named the best newcomer
of 2016, when he finished in nin-
th place.

Sheils and the Roadhouse Ma-
cau Yamaha will be back on the
road for the Isle of Man TT ra-
ces, which will take place from
May 25 to June 7.
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FOOTBALL

Tottenham stuns Ajax to
reach first Champions
League final

AJAX 2, TOTTENHAM 3

ACING a three-goal de-
ficit at halftime in their
Champions League semi-
final, Tottenham’s players
only had to think back 24 hours or
so to find a source of inspiration.

“We saw Liverpool last night — it
goes to show it’s not over until it is
over,” Tottenham fullback Danny
Rose said.

In this year’s Champions Lea-
gue, that certainly seems to be the
case. Just a day after Liverpool’s
stunning win over Barcelona, To-
ttenham pulled off another epic
comeback yesterday [Macau time].

Lucas Moura completed a hat
trick in the sixth minute of injury
time as Tottenham rallied to beat
Ajax 3-2 and reach its first Cham-
pions League final, ending a re-
markable run by the young Dutch
team that had knocked off some of
Europe’s biggest clubs along the
way.

It was a rally that was eerily si-
milar to the one the previous night
at Anfield, where Liverpool erased
a 3-0 deficit from the first leg by
beating Barcelona 4-0 at home.

In Amsterdam, Moura nearly
single-handedly helped Totte-
nham pull off a similar feat.

Ajax seemed to have the two-leg-
ged semifinal wrapped up by half-
time after teenage captain Matthijs
de Ligt and Hakim Ziyech netted to
put it 2-0 up at the break — and 3-0
on aggregate.

But Moura scored twice in a fou-
r-minute span to put the visitors
one goal from going through 3-3
on aggregate thanks to the away
goals rule.

After Jan Vertonghen’s header
hit the crossbar in the 87th minu-
te, that goal finally arrived when
Moura struck again deep into in-
jury time. Dele Alli laid the ball
off for the Brazilian as he streaked

into the area and his low shot crept
inside the right post to complete
another improbable victory.

“It’s impossible to explain what
I'm feeling in this moment,” Mou-
ra said. “We always believed it was
possible, and we gave everything
on the pitch. I think we deserved
this moment.”

Moura’s winner led to a pile-up of
Spurs players near the corner flag
celebrating one of the biggest wins
in club history, as the disbelieving
Ajax players lay on the ground.

It means Tottenham will face
Liverpool in Madrid on June 1
in the first all-English final since
Manchester United beat Chelsea
in 2008. That’s a scenario few had
imagined last week when Barcelo-
na and Ajax both won the first legs.

For Ajax, it ended a run that saw
a team built around young home-
grown talents knock out Real Ma-
drid and Juventus before putting
themselves on the brink of the
club’s first Champions League fi-
nal since 1996.

The hosts dominated the first
half and De Ligt, the 19-year-old
captain, headed home a corner in
the fifth minute after goalkeeper
Hugo Lloris had been forced into
making a good one-handed save
from Dusan Tadic.

Son Heung-Min countered by
hitting the post at the other end
minutes later but Ziyech doubled
the lead in the 35th. Donny van
de Beek streaked forward and laid
the ball off to Tadic, who cut the
ball back to Ziyech for a one-time
finish beyond the reach of Lloris.

That should have been it, espe-
cially given the fact that Ajax had
never lost a Champions League
game after scoring the first goal.

But even without injured star
striker Harry Kane, Tottenham
found a way back.

In a second half filled with chan-
ces at both ends, Moura started

the comeback after a quick coun-
terattack as Alli again laid the ball
off for the streaking Brazilian to
slot a low shot past goalkeeper An-
dre Onana.

The second came after Onana
made a stunning close-range save
to deny Fernando Llorente but
couldn’t control the ball, and it fell
to Moura in the following scramb-
le. With his back to goal, the Brazi-
lian swiveled and fired into the left
corner of the net.

Suddenly the semifinal was han-
ging in the balance again, and both
teams missed chances to score a
third. Ziyech had the best opportu-
nities for Ajax but he shot just wide
when he was picked out by Tadic in
the middle of the box in the 63rd
and then hit the post with a similar
effort in the 79th.

That proved costly as Spurs lau-
nched one desperate counter just
as the five minutes of added time
were nearly up. A long ball up the
pitch fell to Alli, who created a
chance for Moura to complete ano-
ther dramatic semifinal comeback.

“We were so close, we had so
deserved it, but that last second,”
Ajax coach Erik ten Hag lamented.
“When that ball hits the post from
Hakim Ziyech, it’s over and out for
Spurs. But I can’t blame anyone.
We have had an incredible Cham-
pions League season and have
grown a lot as a team. It is difficult
to process.”

Tottenham manager Mauricio
Pochettino, who is still aiming for
his first title with the club, was in
tears as he celebrated on the field
and broke down again in a TV in-
terview.

“It’s still difficult to talk. Thank
you football, thank you these guys,
my players. This type of emotion,
without football I think is impos-
sible to,” experience, Pochetti-
no said. “They are all heroes but
(Moura) is a superhero.” AP

Amazing matches
highlight epic
Champions League
season

REAL MADRID-AJAX

Three-time defending champion Real Madrid was a
huge favorite to reach the quarterfinals after beating Ajax
2-1 in the first leg in Amsterdam. But a young, vibrant
Ajax team ended Madrid’s reign in a 4-1 rout that set the
tone for the rest of the competition — no storied club was
safe, not even on home turf.

Madrid’s humiliation was highlighted by how captain
Sergio Ramos came to miss the second leg.

Ramos committed a 9oth-minute foul in Amsterdam to
intentionally get a yellow card. He had calculated that a
suspension from the return match was worth clearing his
disciplinary record for the matches to come.

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN-
MANCHESTER UNITED

One day later, video review helped Manchester United
pull off another comeback win.

United, revitalized by interim manager Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer after grim times under Jose Mourinho, faced Pa-
ris Saint-Germain in the last 16 trailing by two goals and
with Paul Pogba suspended.

A pair of first-half goals from Romelu Lukaku gave Uni-
ted hope, and the 3-1 victory was secured by a stoppage-
-time penalty from Marcus Rashford.

But the drama came from how the penalty was awarded,
using technology UEFA had only weeks earlier decided to
include.

Diogo Dalot’s long-range shot seemed to be heading
high over the goal until the ball hit the arm of PSG defen-
der Presnel Kimpembe.

The penalty was given after a lengthy review.

MANCHESTER CITY-TOTTENHAM

Another game ultimately decided by video review —
overturning what even Tottenham thought was a stoppa-
ge-time goal by Manchester City forward Raheem Ster-
ling — came in the quarterfinals.

There were three lead changes early in the match and
a Champions League record five goals in the first 21 mi-
nutes.

Man City were set to advance when Sergio Aguero made
it 4-2 in the 59th minute, but Tottenham regained con-
trol in the 73rd when Fernando Llorente scored with his
hip to make it 4-3. That goal stood after a review for pos-
sible handball.

The stadium later erupted, with City manager Pep Guar-
diola galloping down the touchline in ecstatic leaps, when
Sterling scored after a misplaced pass by Tottenham mid-
fielder Christian Eriksen sent Aguero clear.

Unnoticed at first, Eriksen’s pass had glanced off a City
player’s leg. Aguero was offside, the goal was disallowed,
and Tottenham was reprieved.

LIVERPOOL-BARCELONA

To reach the final, Liverpool had to overturn a three-
-goal deficit against a Barcelona team led by Lionel Messi.

And they had to do it without two of their top forwards,
injured teammates Mohamed Salah and Roberto Firmi-
no. But if it was going to happen anywhere, it would be
under the floodlights on a European soccer night at An-
field.

Stand-in striker Divock Origi scored early, and halftime
substitute Georginio Wijnaldum quickly added two more
to make it 3-3 on aggregate.

Barcelona eventually was eliminated when 20-year-old
Liverpool fullback Trent Alexander-Arnold tricked a slee-
ping defense. His quick pass from a corner found Origi
for the winning goal.

AJAX-TOTTENHAM

In a competition where big leads have had a habit of di-
sappearing, Tottenham pulled of the final trick with al-
most the final kick.

Ajax won in London 1-0 in the first leg and scored two
more in the first half on yesterday.

Then came Lucas Moura...
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KILLING THEM NOT SO SOFTLY

True: United Nations agencies or “bodies” can be
confusing, especially when their names are long — the
more specialized they are the longer the name — and
the way they are designated in the mainstream press
only refers to their acronym. There is the IPCC on the
one hand, and the IPBES on the other, with the latter
sometimes being characterized as the former “on bio-
diversity”—how helpful is that?!? Indeed, the IPCC is
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, and
this is the one organization we most often heard about
as the unprecedented warming of planet earth is seen
as the root cause of all our environmental challenges,
present and future.

The IPCC’s work provides scientific evidence about
and policy recommendations on how to deal with these
challenges to its 195 member states. Itis the IPCC, whi-
ch was founded in 1988, that warned us last October
that efforts to limit global warming “well below 2°C” abo-
ve pre-industrial levels over the century would not be
enough, contrary to what we thought in 2015, and that
the new threshold not to cross was 1.5° C in order to
prevent a grilling amplification of heat-waves, a sudden
destabilization of the marine ice sheet in Antarctica, the
irreversible loss of the Greenland ice sheet, and an alar-
ming rise of mean sea level across the globe.

The consequences would be dreadful for human so-
cieties and the urgency is here and now: CO2 emis-
sions have to be reduced by about 45% at the horizon
of 2030 and reach net zero — carbon neutrality — by
2050!

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services is more recent
— it was created only in 2012 — and, as the name
indicates, is focused on the footprint human activities
have on biodiversity and ecosystems across the world.
Governments — 130 member states altogether — su-
pport the action of the IPBES, but just like the IPCC,
its different roles are grounded in expertise bringing
together scientists, NGOs as well as businesses and
industries. Itis well-known for its “assessments”, among
which certainly the most influential to date has been its
report on “Pollinators, Pollination and Food Production”
and ground-breaking trend it triggers in the global fight
against pesticides since it was published in 2016.

Now, the plenary session of the IPBES just convened
for two weeks in Paris in the UNESCO building and
released on May 4th a short version of its huge report
on the unprecedented and dangerous decline of natu-
re because of human activities. The most quoted and
conscience-striking fact highlighted in that “summary
for policymakers” being that 1 million species of plan-
ts and animals — out of a total of 8 million, including
5.5 million insects — are “threatened with extinction,
many within decades, more than ever before in human
history.”

The report also indicates, just like the IPCC report from
October, that “global goals for conserving and sustaina-
bly using nature [...] cannot be met by current trajecto-
ries, and goals for 2030 and beyond may only be achie-
ved through transformative changes across economic,
social, political and technological factors.” The constant
reminder of the 2030 horizon deriving from the 17 Sus-
tainable Development Goals set by the United Nations
General Assembly in 2015.

What is meant by “transformative changes” is pretty
complex, although the executive summary makes it
very clear that these should follow four key principles
of governance: ‘integrative’ governance to ensure poli-
cy coherence and effectiveness; ‘inclusive’ governance
approaches through stakeholder engagement and the
inclusion of indigenous peoples and local communities;
‘informed’ governance for nature and nature’s contribu-
tions to people; and finally ‘adaptive’ governance and
management. Any piece of policymaking should thus be
implementable and implemented across the board, by
all and for the benefit of all, based on facts and assess-
ments and enabling locally tailored choices that can then
be erected as guidelines for best practices by all.

But then, the report concludes distressingly that a
“transformative change can expect opposition from tho-
se with interests vested in the status quo,” a dishearte-
ning warning not quite mitigated by the somewhat naive
assertion that “such opposition can be overcome for the
broader public good.” Reminds you of anywhere?

THE

A Polish-born Holocaust survivor opened a
book fair in Italy to a standing ovation, after or-
ganizers agreed to ban a publisher linked to a

neo-fascist group.

Halina Birenbaum, an 89-year-old poet who li-
ves in Israel, was quoted by Italy’s Corriere della
Sera daily as saying “this is more proof for me

that evil will not win.”

Birenbaum and the Auschwitz-Birkenau mu-
seum had threatened to boycott the 2019 Turin
International Book Fair if it included the Alta-

forte publishing house, whose director is linked
to the neo-fascist CasaPound party.
“We consider our presence incompatible with

that of a neo-fascist publishing house that open-

land.

ly spreads a revisionist culture,” read a letter
signed by Birenbaum and others including Piotr
Cywinski, director of the state museum in Po-

“In my life I suffered too much to be in the same
place with people who propagate ideas that cau-
sed me to lose all of my family,” Birenbaum said.

BBC DJ fired after

royal baby tweet with
chimpanzee picture

Gregory Katz, London

BBC radio broadcaster
was fired yesterday for
using a picture of a chim-
panzee in a tweet about the
royal baby born to Meghan
the Duchess of Sussex and
her husband Prince Harry.
Danny Baker, who had a
weekly show on BBC Radio
5 Live, tweeted that he has
been fired after posting an
image of a couple holding
hands with a chimpanzee
dressed in clothes and the
caption: “Royal baby lea-
ves hospital.”

The tweet came on We-
dnesday, the same day
Harry and Meghan posed
for photos with their first
child, Archie Harrison
Mountbatten-Windsor.
The tweet was seen as a
racist reference to baby Ar-
chie’s heritage. His grand-
mother Doria Ragland is
African American.

Baker, 61, said the pos-
ting had been meant as a
gag, tweeting late Wednes-
day that it was “supposed
to be (a) joke about royals
vs circus animals in posh
clothes but interpreted as
about monkeys & race.”
The post has since been
deleted.

“Enormous mistake, for
sure. Grotesque. Anyway,
here’s to ya Archie, Sorry
mate,” he tweeted.

BBC Radio 5 Live con-
troller Jonathan Wall said
in an email to staff that
Baker had shown poor ju-
dgment.

“This was a serious er-
ror of judgment and goes
against the values we as

Awards

Danny Baker
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a station aim to embody.
Danny’s a brilliant broad-
caster but will no longer be
presenting a weekly show
with us,” Wall said.

Yesterday, Baker insisted
he is not racist and atta-
cked the BBC for its han-
dling of the controversy.
He said the call to fire him
“was a masterclass of pom-
pous faux-gravity.”

When Harry was first da-
ting Meghan, his office re-
leased a scathing letter in
which the prince complai-
ned about sexist and racist
media coverage and online
comments about Meghan,
who at the time was star-
ring in the TV show “Sui-
ts.”

The flap over Baker’s
tweet came as Harry took
a break from parental du-
ties to travel to the Nether-

//

lands to promote the 2020
Invictus Games, an inter-
national competition he
founded for injured service
personnel and veterans.

Harry grinned and made
funny faces for the came-
ras as he held up a tiny
baby outfit given to him by
Princess Margriet of the
Netherlands.

Baby Archie was introdu-
ced to his great-grandpa-
rents, Queen Elizabeth II
and Prince Philip, Wed-
nesday. Harry and Meghan
posted an Instagram pic-
ture of the meeting, which
also included Meghan’s
mother, who is staying
with the royal couple.

One of Britain’s lea-
ding contemporary artis-
ts, Yinka Shonibare, said
Thursday the baby is a
heartening symbol of Bri-
tain’s multicultural socie-
ty.

“My parents’ generation
unfortunately had a very
difficult time in Britain,
my parents are from Nige-
ria, and also the Windrush
generation had a very hard
time,” he said after recei-
ving an award at Buckin-
gham Palace.

“It’'s good to know that
finally we are treated as
equals and everyone shou-
1d be celebrated, so I think
this is a natural progres-
sion for the next genera-
tion to be properly part of
British society.” AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

JAPAN A Japanese court
has rejected an appeal from
the lawyers of Nissan’s
former chairman Carlos
Ghosn over bail conditions
that forbid him to contact
his wife, as a prosecutor
defended the restriction

as needed to prevent
evidence tampering.
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AUSTRALIA Central bank
has taken responsibility for
typos on 46 million bank
notes after a radio station
posted an image of the
microscopic error on social
media.

RUSSIA will keep
strengthening its armed
forces, President Vladimir
Putin promised yesterday,
speaking at the annual
military Victory Day parade
that flooded Red Square in
Moscow with celebrants,
soldiers and military
equipment.
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VATICAN Pope Francis
issued a groundbreaking
new church law yesterday
requiring all Catholic
priests and nuns around
the world to report clergy
sexual abuse and cover-
up by their superiors to
church authorities, in a new
effort to hold the Catholic
hierarchy accountable

for failing to protect their
flocks.

HOLIDAY TIMES

Macau Daily Times
will not be published
during the holiday. The
Times will be back on
the stands on Tuesday,

May 14. However the
MDT website will be
updated with breaking
news during the recess
period. We wish our rea-

ders, advertisers and
friends the best of times.




