
17.05.2019 fri

Far-right 
attracts 

the youngThe torch of fears
They are strikingly young, but emphatic 

that they should not be considered newco-
mers. Rather, they are claiming the mantle 

of Old Europe at its most traditional.
Several of this year’s far-right candidates in Eu-
rope are well under 30 — as are some of their 
most ardent supporters. In Belgium, the telegenic 
Dries Van Langenhove, who is among the top pi-
cks on the list for the far-right party Vlaams Be-
lang, is 26. 
In France, the head of the National Rally slate for 
the upcoming European elections is 23 and has 
been a card-carrying party member since the age 
of 16. 

In Denmark, the lead candidate from the Danish 
People’s Party is a 29-year-old who is already a 
veteran campaigner. 
And in Spain, the chief spokesman for the Vox 
party is 27 and was elected to parliament last 
month.
These candidates are part of a growing attempt 
by Europe’s far-right parties to gear their anti-
-migration, Euroskeptic message to the young, 
with everything from beer nights for adults and 
bouncy castles for kids to an outsized presence 
on social media, the Associated Press has found. 
Young European voters are responding with a ri-
ghtward shift faster and farther than their elders 

— as illustrated by voting results or party rolls 
from Italy, France, Spain and Austria. The trend 
could have major implications for this month’s 
elections , which decide the makeup of the Euro-
pean Parliament as well as some national gover-
nments, as in Belgium.
“The far right has made a very explicit effort to 
pander to younger audiences. They’ve essentially 
rebranded themselves,” said Julia Ebner, a resear-
cher with the Institute for Strategic Dialogue , a 
left-leaning think tank. “Far-right political par-
ties have been most active in engaging with so-
cial media users.”
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There’s something irreconci-
lable about “Poms,” a mo-

vie about women in a retirement 
community who start a cheerlea-
ding club. The film wants us to 
laugh at the idea of older women 
trying to be cheerleaders, but also 
be inspired and empowered by 
their determination. There may 
have been a way to let it be both, 
but “Poms” evidently wasn’t 
interested in digging that deep. 
Perhaps that’s because it’s too 
busy being embarrassed of itself, 
as though director Zara Hayes 
and screenwriter Shane Atkin-
son realized too late that they’d 
assembled a cast of rock star ac-
tresses like Diane Keaton, Pam 
Grier, Jacki Weaver and Rhea 
Perlman and forgot to write a real 
movie, or characters, for them.
Keaton’s character, Martha, is the 
most perplexing and underwritten 
of all. We meet her as she’s selling 
all her things in a sidewalk sale to 
prepare to move to a retirement 
village in Georgia. In voiceo-
ver she says that when you get 
old, you think that your children 
will have to deal with your stuff. 
“Well, I never had any children,” 
she concludes, as you think, OK, 
fine, but why would she have star-
ted that sentence out the way she 
did?

Jennifer McMahon again pro-
ves that the modern ghost 

story is more than things that 
go bump in the night. It hinges 
on reality, slowly building to a 
terror that seems real and so-
metimes personal, as it does in 
McMahon’s highly entertaining 
“The Invited.”
McMahon’s powerful novel su-
pplies a plethora of frights that 
emerge from believable charac-
ters trying to navigate normal 
lives.
Helen and Nate Wetherell have 
good jobs at an elite private 
school in Connecticut. He tea-
ches science, she teaches history. 
They live in a nice condo and try 
not to live outside their means. 
But Helen’s ennui is palatable — 
vanishing only when she volun-
teers in a “living museum” that 
recreates life in the mid-1800s for 
visitors. While happily married, 
the couple’s life seems set in sto-
ne until Helen inherits a large sum 
of money when her father dies.
The opportunity to change their 
lives is irresistible. They buy 44 
heavily wooded acres just outside 
the small rural village in Vermont 
on which the avid do-it-your-

selfers plan to build their dream 
home. That the land is believed to 
be haunted by Hattie Breckenrid-
ge who was hanged as a witch on 
the property in 1924 is a kind of a 
bonus, especially appealing to the 
historian in Helen. She doesn’t 
believe in ghosts, but she does 
believe in history.
Helen may have to rethink her 
views when strange things ha-
ppen at the dilapidated trailer on 
the land where they are staying. 

Eerie packages are left on the 
doorstep; items such as cellpho-
nes, wallets and money disappear, 
and what looks like Hattie’s ghost 
hovers over the land’s bog. These 
supposedly supernatural happe-
nings may be a way of scaring 
away the couple because legend 
has it that Hattie buried treasure 
on the land. One of the locals who 
most wants the couple gone is 
their 14-year-old neighbor, Olive 
Kissner, whose mother promised 
to find the treasure before the wo-
man supposedly ran away.
McMahon keeps “The Invited” 
grounded in reality, even when 
spirits supposedly hover over the 
land. The Wetherells’ relationship 
is well designed with the building 
of their house serving as a meta-
phor for their marriage — with 
some construction going smoo-
thly, collapsing at other times. 
Helen’s embracing their new 
home’s myths is nicely balan-
ced by Nate’s skepticism. And 
McMahon doesn’t forget the little 
details of life. A ghost spotting 
pales when planning a household 
budget, especially when you’ve 
quit your job.

Oline H. Cogdill, AP

We don’t learn much about the 
mysterious life of Martha. She 
was a teacher (of what and for 
whom is neither answered nor 
asked), her mother was very sick 
when she was in high school, she 
once wanted to be a cheerleader, 
she lived in the same apartment 
for 46 years and now she has 
cancer, doesn’t want to continue 
treatment and wants to die. She is 
also very grumpy and unhappy to 
be living in what honestly seems 
like a paradise retirement com-
munity full of big houses, active, 
happy seniors and lush grounds 
with pools and tennis courts and 
golf carts to get around, despite 
some Stepford Wives-y rules and 
regulations, including the stipula-
tion that she has to join a club or 
start her own.
Spoiler, with the help of her new 
friend Sheryl (Weaver) she starts 
a cheerleading club to fulfill the 
only unfulfilled desire in her life 
that we get to know about. It gives 
her something to live for even if 
everyone else in the world is irra-
tionally angry about the idea.
But six women (Grier, Perlman, 
Phyllis Somerville, Patricia Fren-
ch, Carol Sutton and Ginny Mac-
Coll) decide to go against the grain 
and try out. None are very good 
and they all have ailments making 

school student (Alisha Boe) and 
the retirement village security 
guard (Bruce McGill) get more 
significant arcs than any of the 
main women. Both they and the 
audience deserve something be-
tter.
It’s fine to make a film that’s just 
supposed to make an audien-
ce smile (hello, “Mamma Mia! 
Here We Go Again”) but this 
film doesn’t even get close to that 

any sort of standard choreography 
difficult, but nary a rehearsal mon-
tage later and they’re performing 
at a high school pep rally where 
they are met with jeers and laugh-
ter. No, it’s not a dream sequence, 
and yes, it makes no sense.
But that’s the operating mode 
of “Poms.” Why do something 
rooted in reality when you can 
just go for the biggest, silliest, 
most irrational thing in the 

name of comedy?
“Poms” really wants to be a sweet 
movie with a sweet message, 
but it’s hard to buy into it when 
none of the squad gets significant 
backstories, inner lives or even 
enough dialogue to give them 
distinct personalities. They’re 
just there to be punching bags for 
other characters and the movie.
Sheryl’s grandson (Charlie 
Tahan), a random local high 

level of joy. Even the climactic 
routine, a supposed moment of 
triumph, is shot like someone re-
luctantly watching through their 
fingers.

“Poms,” an STXfilms release, 
is rated PG-13 by the Motion 

Picture Association of America 
for “some language/sexual 

references.” Running time:  
91 minutes. 

‘Poms’ is too 
embarrassed of itself 
to be empowering
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DRIVE IN Lindsey Bahr, AP Film Writer

BOOK IT

Jennifer McMahon’s  
‘The Invited’ is a powerful novel

tTUNES

Josh Ritter’s ‘Fever Breaks’ 
is especially engaging

Josh Ritter’s “Fe-
ver Breaks” is 

a work of stacked 
marvels, the result of 
an auspicious colla-
boration with Jason 
Isbell — who also 
produced — and his 
band, the 400 Unit.
In places raw, 
chilling and empha-
tic, while sensitive 
and compassiona-
te in others, the 10 
songs cover murder, 
love and politics 
while ruminating on 
the wonders and burdens of our existence 
and its expiry date.
Opener “Ground Don’t Want Me” is a 
brisk-paced story of murder and a frustra-
ted search for rest, if not redemption. It 
is followed by “Old Black Magic,” where 
piles of guitars help illustrate the blinding, 
confused environment — “And I can’t 
see the lighthouse/And the lighthouse 
can’t scream.”
An unrelenting acoustic guitar undersco-
res the intensity of “On the Water,” which 
urges its target to make their long-dis-
tance relationship an intimate one, while 
the thirsting “I Still Love You (Now and 
Then)” recalls an old flame who is far 

from extinguished in 
his heart.
Protest songs have 
benefited from the 
age of social media 
— which has ex-
panded their reach 
— while also having 
to overcome short 
attention spans and 
sensory overload. 
So “All Some Kind 
of Dream” shrewdly 
wraps its political 
message in a grace-
ful, acoustic arran-

gement, calling for 
compassion and appealing to the best in 
us in “darker days than any others I’ve 
seen.”
Horrifying in its description of a bureau-
cratic dystopia, “The Torch Committee” 
is a nightmare song that feels all too pos-
sible, while “Losing Battles” kicks off 
like The Grays’ “Very Best Years” but 
quickly reveals its Neil Young & Crazy 
Horse fierceness.
There have been plenty of highlights in 
Ritter’s nearly 20-year recording career 
but it’s the intensity of the music and ima-
gery that makes “Fever Breaks” an espe-
cially engaging outing.

Pablo Gorondi, AP

Rhea Perlman (from left) Diane Keaton and Jacki Weaver in a scene from “Poms”

Josh Ritter, “Fever Breaks” 
(Pytheas Recordings/Thirty Tigers)
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“The Invited: a Novel” (Doubleday) 
by Jennifer McMahon
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Exclusive: Europe’s far-right 
parties wooing the young

Van Langenhove Jordan Bardella Luis Felipe Ulecia Far-right Vox supporter Amanda Puiggros

CONTINUED FROM FRONT 
PAGE

The far right has succeeded 
at picking up on existing 
grievances and fears among 

young people and at using their 
language and cultural reference 
points, she said.
It’s a significant change from 
where the far right found itself in 
Europe’s postwar era: identified 
with the Nazis and a Holocaust that 
killed 6 million Jews, marginalized 
by governments and eclipsed by a 
unifying Europe. Opponents say 
today’s far-right candidates have 
given new window-dressing to old 
racist beliefs and an implicit call 
for violence, pushing a pro-Chris-
tian, anti-Islam ideology that Bel-
gium’s security services describe 
as “extreme right in a white collar.” 
Only now they’re appealing to a 
demographic with no memories 
of where extremist beliefs once led 
the continent -- to a world war that 
left almost all of Europe in rubble.
Every country defines and mea-
sures its young voters slightly dif-
ferently. But the trend is unmis-
takable.
Across Europe, the right has 
gained ground with the electorate 
in general, but its strength among 
young voters who traditionally 
lean left has come as a surprise, 
according to poll estimates. In 
Italy, 17 percent of voters aged 
18 to 34 voted for the League in 
2018, compared to just 5 percent 
in 2013. In Austria , 30 percent 
of the youngest voters chose the 
Freedom Party in 2017, up from 
22 percent in 2013, making it the 
most popular party among those 
ages 16 to 29. And in Germany 
, the AfD’s gains were notable 
while support from the youngest 
voters for the Green Party barely 
changed. France’s vote showed 
similar trends.

Belgium’s Van Langenhove has 
31,000 Instagram followers 

and a strong presence on social 
media. Until recently isolated as 
racist by the rest of the political 
spectrum, the Flemish indepen-
dence party Vlaams Belang whose 
slate he leads in Flemish Brabant 
has a handful of seats in the par-

liament and a plan to more than 
double that.
Van Langenhove is also the lead-
er of Schild en Vrienden, a Flem-
ish nationalist movement known 
for anti-immigration stunts and 
named in Belgium’s annual re-
port last year on extremist groups 
as national security concerns. The 
report did not accuse the group of 
violence but noted that the move-
ment “deserves our attention.”
On a recent spring holiday in a 
historic park, Van Langenhove’s 
larger-than-life photo was plas-
tered across the Vlaams Belang 
campaign vans. They were parked 
alongside the cars of thousands of 
party supporters and their chil-
dren, who split their time between 
anti-immigration speeches inside 
and an outside festival that includ-
ed face-painting, bouncy castles 
and a stand for the book “The Kid-
napping of Europe.”
Louis Beernaert, 27, has been com-
ing to Vlaams Belang meetings 
with his father and sister since he 
was a child. Now his sister’s hus-
band and their toddler have joined 
also. They were all in favor of the 
party’s new faces, which include its 
32-year-old president, Tom Van 
Grieken.
“It needed to get younger,” Beer-
naert said. “Their ideas are the 
same, but they say them in a less 
radical way.”
Van Langenhove, who holds his 
torso like a boxer, posed for sel-
fies and chatted with party lead-
ers sometimes decades his senior 
without a flicker of deference.
He avoids direct discussion of race 
in favor of what he calls identity. 
But he routinely posts on social 
media about “replacement,” a term 
used by white supremacists in the 
U.S. and Europe for the idea that 
European populations are being 
culturally and ethnically replaced 
by minorities. “Our People First” is 
the Vlaams Belang slogan.
Even though migration to Europe 
has slowed to a trickle, the con-
tinent is still grappling with the 
after-effects of the hundreds of 
thousands of people who arrived 
in the past few years alone. Bel-
gium’s foreign-born population 
went from just under 12 percent 
to nearly 17 percent between 2006 

and 2017, not including people 
who slipped in illegally. In France, 
asylum requests last year topped 
out at 123,625 — an increase of 23 
percent from 2017, when they had 
already risen 17 percent.
In repeated surveys of young Euro-
peans, including one released this 
month by the TUI Foundation, mi-
gration and asylum are described 
as Europe’s most pressing issue. 
The environment comes in a dis-
tant second.
Vlaams Belang’s decision to name 
Van Langenhove came after the 
Belgian network VRT linked him 
to racist and sexist messages in 
closed chat rooms. He dismissed 
the show as a “smear,” but it 
prompted protests at the Ghent 
campus where he was studying law 
and got him banned briefly. Later, 
he was suspended from Facebook 
for content that violated the social 
network’s terms of service. He is 
now more circumspect online and 
in front of the camera.
“Everything is on the table right 
now, it’s an all-in game. And that’s 
why more young people are taking 
the risk of associating themselves 
with right wing nationalist groups 
and organizations,” he told The 
Associated Press. “Young people 
are right in the middle of the prob-
lems. Older people, they move to 
the countryside, they move to ar-
eas where there’s not a lot of for-
eigners. But young people have to 
move to the cities for their jobs, for 
their education.”

Jobs are a sore point, with youth 
unemployment at around 15 

percent in Belgium, just above the 
European Union average, and 20 
percent in France. Vlaams Belang 
is hoping its message of economic 
protectionism will help the party, 
which has forged links in France 
with Marine Le Pen’s National 
Rally party as well as the loose far-
right alliance that includes Italy’s 
League, Austria’s Freedom Party, 
Britain’s UKIP, the German far-
right AfD and the Danish People’s 
Party.
In March, the young far-right 
leaders from all those parties and 
more gathered in Rome, where 
a 23-year-old raised by a single 
mother in a suburban Paris hous-

ing project was one of the stars. 
Jordan Bardella’s brief speech to 
a young audience hit many of the 
same notes as Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
from decades ago.
“Another challenge of our gener-
ation will be immigration. Con-
fronted with the demographic 
bomb that is Africa, it is the surviv-
al of our peoples, our civilizations, 
our Christian roots that is at stake 
today,” the National Rally candi-
date tweeted on March 29 .
Marine Le Pen re-branded her 
father’s far-right National Front 
party as the National Rally after 
losing the presidency to Emman-
uel Macron in 2017. Despite the 
loss, she made important inroads 
among young French voters over 
her previous attempt in 2012, eas-
ily outstripping all the traditional 
parties in polling among the young 
as well as the far-left candidate. 
She clearly took something away 
from the experience. The head of 
her party list this year is Bardella, 
an acolyte who joined the National 
Front at age 16 and swiftly rose to 
lead its youth movement and that 
of its successor.
Bardella is nearly as explicit as Van 
Langenhove about the young lead-
ing the way against waves of mass 
migration and rules from Brussels. 
While Van Langenhove used a me-
dieval Flemish castle in an elab-
orate stunt against pro-migrant 
activists, Bardella uses Old France 
as his backdrop — casks of Co-
gnac, golden fields, even the clas-
sic French comic book characters 
Asterix and Obelix . He is growing 
increasingly confident about cam-
paigning on his own, especially 
with recent stumbles by Macron’s 
party.
“The generation that is committed 
to nationalist political movements 
today is the generation that to-
morrow will be called upon to lead 
Europe,” Bardella told The Associ-
ated Press.
That is exactly what Pawel Zer-
ka fears. A researcher with the 
left-leaning European Council 
on Foreign Relations, he said the 
mainstream parties have barely 
made an effort to appeal to young-
er voters, seeing them as a lost 
cause because so few actually turn 
out.

“So many young voters across Eu-
rope don’t believe the future will be 
better than today and they believe 
the past was better than today,” he 
said, citing repeated surveys. “The 
current European Union or the 
(mainstream) parties don’t offer a 
credible or attractive vision for the 
future for the young.”

The far right is stepping in. In 
Denmark, Peter Kofod, 29, 

has risen steadily since his first 
election in 2014 to city council. 
The following year, he became 
chairman of the youth wing of the 
anti-immigrant, populist Danish 
People’s Party, which drew votes 
from a fifth of young voters.
In Spain, Vox’s gains have come at 
the expense of traditional conser-
vatives, who were slow to counter 
the upstart party’s rise among the 
young. Its events include the pop-
ular ‘Pints for Spain’ evenings at 
bars, nightclubs and cafes, where 
no one over 25 is allowed through 
the door.
Under Manuel Mariscal, the 
27-year-old Vox spokesman and a 
newly elected lawmaker, the main 
Instagram channel has more than 
300,000 followers, more than 
half of them younger than 34. 
A lot of its outreach happens on 
WhatsApp, where Vox’s Madrid 
youth operation has nearly 1,750 
active members.
“A young kid who is highly mo-
tivated is capable of convincing 
many others. He talks to friends, 
he debates constantly with oth-
ers, with family, that enthusiasm 
is contagious,” said Luis Felipe 
Ulecia, the 24-year-old vice secre-
tary for youth. A bracelet with the 
Spanish flag around his left wrist, 
he spoke to AP at a working-class 
bar in northern Madrid about the 
party’s effort to recruit among the 
young.
Although the party has a tiny foot-
print in Spain — elections in April 
made it the No. 5 political party in 
the parliament’s lower house — it’s 
already influencing the political 
debate on migration or the coun-
try’s territorial unity. Still, Vox’s 
vote total was far lower than its 
social media following would in-
dicate.
This shows a possible ceiling for 
the ability of far-right groups to 
translate likes to votes, according 
to Manuel Mostaza Barrios, an an-
alyst at the Madrid-based Atrevia 
consulting group.
As he put it: “The candidates most 
followed on social media aren’t 
necessarily those that get the most 
votes.”
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SPACE-TOURISM ENTERS ‘HOME STRETCH’ TOWARD       COMMERCIAL FLIGHT

CANTONESE

Imperial Court 
Monday - Friday
11am - 3pm / 6pm - 11pm
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays
10am - 3pm / 3pm - 11pm 
T: 8802 2361
VIP Hotel Lobby, MGM MACAU

Beijing Kitchen
Level 1, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
11:30 – 14:30 / 17:30 - 23:30

Kam Lai Heen
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da  Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3821
11:00 - 15:00 / 18:00 – 22:00
(Close on Tuesday)

Shanghai Min
Level 1, The Shops at The Boulevard
Opening Hours
11:00 – 15:00; 18:00 - 22:30

SHANGHAI
Catalpa Garden
Mon - Sunday
11:00 - 15:00 / 17:30 - 23:00
Hotel Royal, 2-4
Estrada da Vitoria
T: 28552222

FRENCH

Aux Beaux Arts
Monday – Friday
6pm – 12midnight
Saturday – Sunday
11am – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Brasserie
Level 3, The Parisian Macao
Monday - Sunday: 
11:00am - 11:00pm
Tel: +853 8111 9200

GLOBAL
Café Bela Vista
Grand Lapa, Macau
T: 87933871
Mon -Thurs
06:30 – 15:00 / 6:00 – 22:00
Fri – Sunday
06:30 – 22:00

Mezza9 Macau
Level 3, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
Dinner: 18:00 – 22:30

 

Vida Rica (Restaurant)
2/F, Avenida Dr Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T:  8805 8918
Mon - Sunday
6:30 – 14:30 / 18:00 – 23:00

Morton’s of Chicago 
The Venetian(r) Macao-Resort-Hotel 
Taipa, Macau 
T:853 8117 5000 
mortons.com
• Bar 
Open daily at 3pm 
• Dining Room 
Monday - Saturday: 13:00 - 23:00 
Sunday: 17:00 - 22:00

Aba Bar
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Copa Steakhouse
3/F, Sands Macao Hotel
OPENING HOURS:
Cocktails: 4:30 pm - 12:00 am
Dinner: 5:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Tel: +853 8983 8222

Pastry Bar
10am – 8pm 
T: 8802 2324
Level 1, MGM MACAU

Rossio
7am – 11pm 
T: 8802 2372
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

North by Square Eight
11am - 1am
T: 8802 2388
Level 1, MGM MACAU

Billionaire Richard 
Branson is mov-

ing Virgin Galactic’s 
winged passenger 
rocket and more than 
100 employees from 
California to a remote 
commercial launch 
and landing facili-
ty in southern New 
Mexico, bringing his 
space-tourism dream a 
step closer to reality.
Branson said last week 
at a news conference 
that Virgin Galactic’s 
development and 
testing program has 
advanced enough to 
make the move to the 
custom-tailored hangar 
and runway at the tax-
payer-financed Space-
port America facility 
near the town of Truth 
or Consequences.
Virgin Galactic CEO 
George Whitesides 
said a small number of 
flight tests are pend-
ing. He declined to set 
a specific deadline for 
the first commercial 
flight.
An interior cabin for 
the company’s space 
rocket is being tested, 
and pilots and engi-
neers are among the 
employees relocating 
from California to New 
Mexico. The move to 

New Mexico puts the 
company in the “home 
stretch,” Whitesides 
said.
The manufacturing of 
the space vehicles by a 
sister enterprise, The 
Spaceship Company, 
will remain based in 
the community of Mo-
jave, California.
Taxpayers invested 
over USD200 million in 
Spaceport America af-
ter Branson and then-
Gov. Bill Richardson, 
a Democrat, pitched 
the plan for the facility, 
with Virgin Galactic as 
the anchor tenant.
Virgin Galactic’s space-
ship development has 
taken far longer than 
expected and had a 
major setback when 
the company’s first ex-
perimental craft broke 
apart during a 2014 
test flight, killing the 
co-pilot.
Branson thanked New 
Mexico politicians and 
residents for their 
patience over the past 
decade. He said he be-
lieves space tourism — 
once aloft — is likely to 
bring about profound 
change.
“Our future success as 
a species rests on the 
planetary perspective,” 

Branson said. “The per-
spective that we know 
comes sharply into fo-
cus when that planet is 
viewed from the black 
sky of space.”
Branson described 
a vision of hotels in 
space and a network 
of spaceports allowing 
supersonic, transconti-
nental travel anywhere 
on earth within a few 
hours. He indicated, 
however, that build-
ing financial viability 
comes first.
“We need the financial 

impetus to be able to 
do all that,” he said. “If 
the space program is 
successful as I think 
[...] then the sky is the 
limit.”
In February, a new ver-
sion of Virgin Galactic’s 
winged craft Space-
ShipTwo soared at 
three times the speed 
of sound to an altitude 
of nearly 56 miles in a 
test flight over South-
ern California, as a 
crew member soaked 
in the experience.
That crew member, 

Beth Moses, recount-
ed her voyage into 
weightlessness and 
the visual spectacle of 
pitch-black space and 
the earth below.
“Everything is silent 
and still and you can 
unstrap and float about 
the cabin,” she said. 
“Pictures do not do the 
view from space jus-
tice. [...] I will be able to 
see it forever.”
The company’s cur-
rent spaceship doesn’t 
launch from the 
ground. It is carried 

under a special plane 
to an altitude of about 
50,000 feet (15,240 
meters) before de-
taching and igniting its 
rocket engine.
“Release is like freefall 
at an amusement park, 
except it keeps going,” 
Moses said. “And then 
the rocket motor lights. 
Before you know it, 
you’re supersonic.”
The craft coasts to the 
top of its climb before 
gradually descending 
to earth, stabilized by 
“feathering” technolo-
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South by Square Eight
24hrs
T: 8802 2389
Level 1, MGM MACAU

ITALIAN
La Gondola
Mon - Sunday
11:00am – 11:00pm
Praia de Cheoc Van, Coloane, 
next to swimming  pool
T: 2888 0156

Portofino
Casino Level1, Shop 1039,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9950

FW Rio Grill & Seafood Market
Tel: (853) 8799 6338
Email : riogrill_and_seafoodmarket@fishermanswharf.
com.mo
Location: Cape Town, Macau Fisherman’s Wharf

JAPANESE
Shinji by Kanesaka
Level 1, Crown Towers
Lunch 12:00 - 15:00
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00
Closed on
Tuesday (Lunch and Dinner)
Wednesday (Lunch)

ASIAN PACIFIC

Golden Peacock
Casino Level1, Shop 1037,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9696
Monday - Sunday:
11:00 - 23:00

PORTUGUESE
Clube Militar
975 Avenida da Praia Grande
T: 2871 4000
12:30 – 15:00 / 19:00 – 23:00

Fernando’s
9 Praia de Hac Sa, Coloane
T: 2888 2264
12:00 – 21:30

THAI

Naam
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110  Avenida da Amizade, The Resort
T: 8793 4818
12:00 – 14:30 / 18:30 – 22:30 
(Close on Mondays)

BARS & PUBS

38 Lounge
Altrira Macau,
Avenida de Kwong Tung, 38/F Taipa
Sun-Thu: 13:00 – 02:00
Fri, Sat and Eve of public holiday: 
15:00 – 03:00

The Bar at The Countdown
Level 1, The Countdown Hotel
Opening Hours
Sun to Thu:
11:00 – 23:00
Fri & Sat:
11:00 – 24:00

The St. Regis Bar
Level One, The St. Regis Macao
Cuisine: Light Fare
Atmosphere: Multi-Concept Bar
Setting: Refined, Inviting
Serving Style: Bar Menu
Dress Code: Casual
Hours: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM;  
Afternoon Tea: 2:00PM - 5:30 PM
Phone: +853 8113 3700
Email: stregisbar.macao@stregis.com

D2
Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
Edf. New Orleans III
Macau

Vida Rica Bar
2/F, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T: 8805 8928
Monday to Thusday: 12:00 – 00:00
Friday: 12:00 – 01:00
Saturday: 14:00 – 01:00
Sunday:  14:00 – 00:00

Vasco
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3831
Monday to Thursday: 18:30 – 12:00
Friday to Saturday: 18:00 – 02:00
Sunday: 18:00 – 24:00

gy in which twin tails 
rotate upward to in-
crease drag on the way 
to a runway landing.
Branson previously has 
said he would like to 
make his first subor-
bital flight this year as 
one of the venture’s 
first passengers on 
the 50th anniversary 
of the Apollo 11 moon 
landing on July 20. But 
he made no mention of 
timelines on Friday.
Pressed on the time-
frame, Whitesides said 
he anticipates the first 

commercial flight with-
in a year.
Three people with 
future space-flight res-
ervations were in the 
audience.
“They’ve been patient 
too,” Branson said. 
“Space is hard.”
Hundreds of poten-
tial customers have 
committed as much 
as $250,000 up front 
for rides in Virgin’s 
six-passenger rocket, 
which is about the size 
of an executive jet.
Space tourism has not 

been a complete nov-
elty since millionaire 
U.S. engineer Dennis 
Tito in 2001 paid $20 
million to join a Rus-
sian space mission to 
the International Space 
Station. Branson’s goal 
has been to “democra-
tize” space by opening 
travel up to more and 
more people.
The endeavor began 
in 2004 when Branson 
announced the found-
ing of Virgin Galactic 
in the heady days after 
the flights of SpaceShi-

pOne, the first private-
ly financed manned 
spacecraft that made 
three flights into space.
Space sector analyst 
Adam Jonas, a manag-
ing director of equity 
research at Morgan 
Stanley, said Branson’s 
venture could have an 
outsized impact in the 
age of social media on 
how the public visual-
izes space as a domain 
for scientific and com-
mercial exploration.
“You bring them back 
to earth and they 

explain what they saw 
— that’s a story, put 
through the velocity of 
social media, people 
want to hear,” he said. 
“Sometimes you need 
some distance to gain 
a perspective, seeing 
the earth from space, 
seeing how thin that 
layer of atmosphere is 
that protects us.”
Branson’s plans have 
gradually advanced 
amid a broader surge 
in private investment 
in space technology 
with cost-saving in-

novations in reusable 
rockets and microsat-
ellite technology.
Amazon tycoon Jeff 
Bezos announced 
Thursday that his 
space company Blue 
Origin will send a 
robotic spaceship to 
the moon with aspira-
tions for another ship 
that could bring people 
there along the same 
timeframe as NASA’s 
proposed 2024 return. 
Bezos has provided no 
details about launch 
dates.

Virgin Galactic founder Richard Branson (left)



X6

MONDAY (MAY 20)
The 20th Macau International Salon of 
Photography 2019
The year’s edition of the Macau International Salon 
of Photography, hosted by The Photographic 
Society of Macau, has attracted 4,869 works from 
an aggregate of 370 practitioners. They collectively 
represent 46 countries and regions. A jury selected 
circa 100 of the best examples among all the works 
submitted for the event. The submitted materials 
were divided into four general sections: colour 
(open category); monochrome (open category); 
nature (colour or monochrome); and travel (colour or 
monochrome). 
 
Time: 9am-7pm
Until: May 27, 2019 
Venue: Chun Chao Tong Pavilion, Lou Lim Ioc 
Garden  
Admission: Free 
Organizer: The Photographic Society of Macau
Enquiries: (853) 2857 2770 
www.psm.org

TUESDAY (MAY 21)
Chinese Musical Painting

Liu Sha, Music Director and Principal Conductor 
of Macau Chinese Orchestra, will join hands with 
principal sheng Jia Lei and principal zhongruan Lin 
Jie, to present the sheng concerto Peacock and 
zhongruan concerto Reminiscences of Yunnan 
respectively. Along with modern works Phoenix, 
Dabo River Caprice and Barley Frame in Nixi, this 
melodious and pictorial concert will definitely allow 
music lovers to indulge in the musical painting of 
Southwest China.

Time: 8pm  
Venue: Macau Cultural Centre Grand Auditorium
Admission: MOP150, MOP200, MOP250
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam
Ticketing Service: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

TODAY (MAY 17)
Exhibition by Season Lao and Haguri Sato

Albergue SCM has invited local designer Season 
Lao and Japanese sculptor Haguri Sato to hold a 
joint exhibition. Season Lao was born in Macau in 
1987 and studied design at the Macau Polytechnic 
Institute. He moved to Japan when he was 23. 
Season Lao has taken part in design projects for 
luxury consumer goods brand Louis Vuitton and 
his works are included in its collections worldwide. 
Haguri Sato studied sculpture at what is now 
Aichi University of the Arts, and has held nine 
solo exhibitions in Japan featuring her Japanese 
traditional wood sculpture. She won an award at 
UNKNOWN ASIA Art Exchange Osaka 2018. 
 
Time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays); 
          12pm to 8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays) 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM  
Admission: Free  
Enquiry: (853) 2852 2550 / 2852 3205 
Organizer: Albergue SCM
Email: creativealbergue@gmail.com

TOMORROW (MAY 18)
FAM: Saving Troubled Daddy

Emília travels to Macau to work as an occupational 
therapist at the recently installed experimental 
Department of Psychiatry of the newly inaugurated 
Cotai Hospital. She has always wanted to work in 
Macau to fulfill her dream of finding and meeting 
her birth father, whom she has lost contact with. 
By chance, she discovers that one of the hospital’s 
mental patient is her father! She stops at nothing 
to protect him, particularly from the plans set up 
by his wife. Patuá theatre, which is an important 
characteristic of Macau, has been inscribed on 
Macau’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List. Macanese 
Patuá is a creole originated from the ancient 
Portuguese language, with a combination of 
Malay, Spanish, Canarese, English and Cantonese, 
reflecting Macau’s role as a platform for the 
development of multiculturalism.

Time: 8pm (May 18 & 19) 
Venue: Macau Cultural Centre Grand Auditorium 
Admission: MOP150, MOP200, MOP250
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam
Ticketing Service: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

Mau Tan, Kat Cheong

Since the 1980s, a large number of immigrants 
and illegal workers from the mainland flooded into 
Macau, the so-called “dream land”, to pursue a 
gold rush dream. They provided labour force to the 
city’s economic development. The neighbourhood 
of Mau Tan Building and Kat Cheong Building has 
accommodated different batches of “dreamers”. 
Three decades passed, how many of them have 
made their dreams come true and how many 
have returned home in glory? These buildings, 
standing in the Iao Hon district, have witnessed the 
transformations in Macau. Local dance group Four 
Dimension Spatial visited and interviewed people 
in the neighbourhood of Mau Tan Building and Kat 
Cheong Building to explore the migration in Macau 
and to reflect the social transformations in the past 
30 years.

Time: 8pm (May 18)
           3pm (May 19) 
Venue: Old Court Building, 2nd floor (no elevator)
Admission: MOP180
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam
Ticketing Service: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

SUNDAY (MAY 19)
The Odyssey – A wandering journey based on Homer

What do you do when your progenitor is a dominant 
father figure, shrouded in mythology and never at 
home, because he is off having adventures that 
cannot even be verified? You bring the hero into 
your room and make minced meat of his incredible 
tales. The Odyssey – A wandering journey based 
on Homer tells of the story of Odysseus’ sons 
Telemachus and Telegonous: How they finally meet 
as young men and go on to assimilate their father’s 
violent stories together. This fraternal chamber 
drama is built in the face of the massive paternal 
vacancy on hoopla and virtuoso slapstick, propelling 
it through all conceivable psychological and pop-
cultural stages of emotionality, into escalation and 
back out again.

Time: 8pm (May 18 & 19) 
Venue: Macau Cultural Centre Small Auditorium
Admission: MOP150, MOP250
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam
Ticketing Service: (853) 2855 5555
www.macauticket.com

PÁTIO DO SOL  sun

WHAT’S ON ...
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WEDNESDAY (MAY 22)
Beauty in the New Era: Masterpieces from 
the Collection of the National Art Museum 
of China

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China, the 20th 
anniversary of Macau’s return to the motherland, 
the 30th anniversary of the Macau Arts Festival and 
the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Macau Museum of Art. On this special occasion, 
Macau Museum of Art and the National Art Museum 
of China (NAMOC) co-organize this exhibition, 
featuring nearly 90 works from the collection of 
NAMOC by famed modern artists, like Qi Baishi, 
Fu Baoshi, Ye Qianyu and Li Keran. It aims to fully 
present the development of Chinese fine art during 
the past 100 years, giving the public a feast for the 
eyes while providing an opportunity for modern 
Chinese art researchers to conduct in-depth 
studies. 

Time: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: July 28, 2019 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art  
Admission: Free
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam

THURSDAY (MAY 23)
Strolling and Feeling: Watercolour 
Paintings of Lai Ieng

Lai Ieng is one of a number of Chinese painters 
using watercolours and hailing from Macau, that 
came to prominence in either the middle or the 
latter part of the 20th century. Their works not only 
depict aspects of contemporary society and the 
reality of local people pursuing their livelihoods, but 
also seek often to capture some of Macau’s most 
memorable settings. Lai Ieng’s work featured in the 
recent collective exhibition “Landscape of Change 
- Macao Watercolour Paintings from the MAM 
Collection”. His pieces are now the subject of this 
solo showcase.

Time: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: June 16, 2019 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art  
Admission: Free
Organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau 
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 
www.icm.gov.mo/fam
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