
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys     EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho                    www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

facebook.com/mdtimes
        + 13,000

FRI.31
May 2019

N
.º 

33
01

T. 24º/ 28º C
H. 80/ 98%

WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

CHINA-US Facing new 
trade sanctions and a 
U.S. clampdown on its 
top telecommunications 
company, China issued 
a pointed reminder 
yesterday that it has 
yet to unleash all its 
weapons in its trade 
war with the Trump 
administration. 
More on p10,11,20

THAILAND The late 
British writer and social 
critic George Orwell 
appears to be back in the 
good graces of Thailand’s 
military ruler after a spell 
in the doghouse five 
years ago. More on p13

PHILIPPINES An official 
says a cargo ship has 
arrived in a northern 
port to pick up and 
return 69 containers 
of Canadian garbage 
which the government in 
Manila says was shipped 
illegally to the Philippines 
years ago.

MGM’S GRANT BOWIE

Entertainment 
yet to please 
crowds

New generation 
in dragon boat 
racing wanted
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algorithm helps reopen 
chicago cold cases

the cost of admission

A nonprofit group and a computer 
algorithm are helping detectives 
review dozens of murder cases and 
revealing potential connections

Survey opinions show 
that Macau residents 
are divided over whether 
to adopt a tax targeting 
visitors  P2 TOURISM

moody’s 
confident in 
macau economy 
as others 
cast doubt

 P3
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Julie Zhu

MACAU residents 
are not showing a 

clear consensus in favor 
or against a tax applied 
to visitors to the SAR, ac-
cording to the Director of 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO), 
Helena Maria de Senna 
Fernandes, whose bureau 
launched a public suvery 
on the matter earlier this 
month.

The MGTO head repor-
ted that about 10,000 
questionnaires have been 
collected but that the re-
sults are not conclusive. 

According to Senna Fer-
nandes, both pros and 
cons from supporters and 
opponents of the tax have 
been forcefully presented. 
The authorities will fur-
ther analyze the results 
when the period for the 
questionnaire’s circula-
tion finishes. 

The MGTO director was 
also asked about how the 
questionnaire is set up, as 

THE number of pa-
ckage tour visi-

tors to Macau rose by 
20.2% year-on-year to 
908,000 in April 2019, 
according to the la-
test data provided by 
the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service, with those 
from mainland China 
(724,000), South Korea 
(60,000) and Taiwan 
(58,000) increasing 
by 22.1%, 21.9% and 
6.3% respectively, and 
those from Hong Kong 
(17,000) surging by 
47.6%.

In the first four mon-
ths of 2019 there were 
3.29 million package 
tour visitors, according 
to official government 
data, showing growth of 
14.3% year-on-year.

Meanwhile, 128,000 
outbound residents in 
total used the servi-
ces of travel agencies 
in April, up slightly by 
0.4% year-on-year. 

Residents travelling 
under their own arran-
gements increased by 

it only requires respon-
dents’ age and a Macau ID 
status. Some worry that a 
single person may fill out 
the survey multiple times, 
which may influence the 
trustworthiness of the re-
sults. 

However, Senna Fer-
nandes said that the bu-
reau hopes to encourage 
more people to fill out the 

1.2% to 83,000 with 
those going to mainland 
China (35,000) and 
Taiwan (14,000) rising 
5.8% and 8.3% respec-
tively, whereas those 
visiting Hong Kong 
(14,000) decreased by 
29.9%.

There were 117 hotels 
and guesthouses opera-
ting at the end of April 
2019, two more than 
in the same month last 
year. The number of 
available guest rooms 
grew by 1.9% year-on-
-year to 39,000, with 
the number of 5-star 
hotel rooms rising by 
2.9% to 24,000 (63.4% 
of total).

In the first four months 
of 2019, guests of hotels 
and guesthouses totaled 
4.66 million, up by 2.8% 
year-on-year. The ave-
rage occupancy rate of 
hotels and guesthouses 
rose by 1.5 percentage 
points to 91.8%, and the 
average length of stay of 
guests remained stable 
at 1.5 nights. DB

questionnaire without the 
burden of having to provi-
de a great deal of personal 
information. 

Earlier this week, the 
Tourism Development 
Committee held its first 
plenary meeting for 2019. 
During the meeting, Se-
cretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture Alexis Tam 
made remarks about 

the proposed visitor tax. 
Tam acknowledged that 
tourism and related in-
dustries bring economic 
benefits to Macau, but the 
continued increase in tou-
rists also poses challenges 
to the city.

Tam claimed that the 
SAR government attaches 
great importance to the 
protection of the quality 
of life of Macau residents 
and the views of various 
stakeholders. 

The secretary said that 
the SAR government in-
vites all parties to make 
recommendations on the 
issue of the city’s carrying 
capacity. 

Regarding a feasibility 
study on the levy of a tou-
rist tax, the government 
has been open to opinions 
and has been listening to 
them, according to Tam. 

However, he highlighted 
that taxation is just one 
way to solve the problem 
of carrying capacity. The-
re are other ways to ma-
nage the problem which 
the government is actively 
studying. 

Tam noted that the SAR 
government is striving to 
balance the quality of life 
of residents with the de-
velopment of the tourism 
industry.

TOURISM

MGTO: residents 
divided over visitor tax

TOURISM

Package tour visitors 
rise by 20% in April

Moody’s retains Aa3 rating, 
forecasts 4.5% growth 
AMERICAN business and 

financial services company 
Moody’s has published its latest 
“Annual credit analysis on Ma-
cau” report. In the report the 
company continues to classify 
the local credit profile as “Aa3 
stable,” a rating that the com-
pany says results from the “ab-
sence of government debt and 
large and growing fiscal and 
external buffers that provide 
the SAR significant capacity to 
counter future shocks.”

As in previous reports from 
the rating company, Moody’s 
classified local GDP growth as 
“volatile” due to the characte-
ristics of the region in terms of 
its size and the concentration 
of economic factors in the ga-
ming sector. In the report, the 
company also indicated expec-

tations for Macau’s economy to 
grow by around 4.5% in 2019 
and 2020 following a recovery 
in gaming and tourism receipts. 
Nevertheless, the rating com-

pany also continued its war-
nings regarding the need for 
“further progress on diversi-
fication toward nongaming 
activities,” which, according 

to Moody’s, will “support 
more stable Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) growth.” 
As for challenges, Moody’s ob-
served that Macau continues to 

be very dependent and exposed 
to potential changes occurring 
on the mainland, “particular-
ly those related to economic, 
financial and policy develop-
ments in China that could ne-
gatively affect gaming and tou-
rism.”

The classification was a result 
of Macau’s stable outlook and 
also implies that credit risks are 
balanced. Moody’s noted that 
the rating of Macau could be 
raised “upon evidence that the 
government’s diversification 
plans are delivering stronger 
and durable more stable eco-
nomic growth than currently 
projected,” the Moody’s report 
states.

As for aspects that Macau 
should pay attention to in order 
to avoid a downgraded rating, 
the company stated, “we would 
[only] consider downgrading 
the rating if Macau endured a 
prolonged economic downturn 
that led to a significant and las-
ting erosion of fiscal and exter-
nal buffers, in part because of an 
ineffective policy response.”  RM
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ENTERTAINMENT

MGM’s Grant Bowie calls for 
quality over quantity in Macau
Lynzy Valles

THE CEO of MGM Chi-
na, Grant Bowie, has 
called for better collabo-
ration amongst gaming 

operators to help build Macau 
as an entertainment brand, ad-
ding that the next stage of enter-
tainment offerings will focus on 
quality over quantity.

During his presentation at an 
event held by the British Bu-
siness Association of Macau, 
Bowie noted that residency 
shows are challenging to build 
in the city, recalling the gaming 
operator’s recent decision to axe 
its in-house resident show.

“At the end of the day, the bet-
ter thing to do was to cut it [and] 
accept our mistake. [That is] 
just why we’ve been researching 
what is entertainment within 
the age of Macau and the futu-
re,” Bowie said during the pre-
sentation. 

Although all concessionaires 
aim to provide a diverse range of 
offerings at their properties, the 

gaming executive stressed that 
they should focus on providing 
quality entertainment to guests.

“Diversification is about en-
tertainment because ultimately 
that’s what everybody aspires to 
achieve. It’s not just about pro-

ducts [we] offer but it’s about 
anticipating consumer trends, 
creating content that engages 
and sustains,” said the executi-
ve.

The CEO said that the challen-
ge in Macau is not that gaming 

operators are not trying, but 
that the city is “almost trying too 
much.” He emphasized the need 
for precision in understanding 
the taste of Chinese customers.

“We somehow need to try and 
find this balance. We need to 
come back and refine ourselves 
back to our brand that our cus-
tomers attached to,” said the 
CEO.

Bowie called on a more cohe-
sive collaboration, not just with 
the government, but with com-
petitors, stressing that they 
should focus on creating new 
content as that is what Chinese 
consumers are looking for.

“We have to motivate more 
people to build more content 
because new content is what the 
Chinese consumer is looking 
for,” he said. “Because that’s 
what’s entertaining.”

As entertainment needs to be 
globally relevant and consu-
mer-attractive, Bowie said that 
some shows, including Broa-
dway shows, do not work in Ma-
cau as they are not appealing to 

Chinese consumers.
“One thing we understand 

about China is that the culture 
is so omnipresent, so relevant, 
so dominating that at the end 
of the day, [there is] nothing we 
can teach them [...] but to just 
[make entertainment] evolve 
and develop.”

“That’s what we need to focus 
on, bringing a global view on 
how to create entertainment. 
Making sure we always main-
tain the approach and capacity 
to be entertaining,” Bowie ad-
ded.

He also said that the six con-
cessionaires could work toge-
ther to lift the common offerings 
of the city.

“We have to get much more 
cohesive in the way we work,” 
said Bowie. “We have six con-
cessions. We’re competitors 
but we’re not. The reason we’re 
not is because when the right 
customers don’t come to Ma-
cau in the first place, none of us 
can sell anything,” he said. “We 
don’t compete with each other. 
We’re competing with the rest of 
the world, we’re competing with 
the Greater Bay Area first.”

Despite the push for entertain-
ment, the CEO said that the re-
gion should still be proud to be 
China’s only legal gaming hub. 
“It’s not the coolest thing in 
the world but it pays the bills,” 
Bowie said.
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Blademark releases 
anniversary album

Staff reporter

VETERAN Macau rock 
band Blademark released 

its latest album last week, hol-
ding a press conference and 
an after-party with a perfor-
mance by the band. The band 
also celebrated its 15th anni-
versary.

One of Macau’s most well- 
known, home-grown groups, 
Blademark has undergone 
several configurations, with 
team members coming and 
going due to various reasons. 
Currently, Fortes Pakeong Se-
queira is the longest serving 
member of the band. He is a 
founder and has been the lead 
vocalist since then.

Releasing songs in Macau 

has not always been easy. 
Even though the band formed 
15 years ago, it only released 
its first album, titled “Personal 
Era,” in 2009.

The latest album shares its 
name with the band, with its 
members explaining it “is the 
mark from all these years.”

The album comes with a 
book of poems and lyrics wri-
tten in traditional Chinese, 
with translated texts in En-
glish and Portuguese. Ung 
Choi Kun, calligraphy artist 
and former lawmaker, has 
been invited to write the book.

The book, a recollection of 
the band’s memories, also fea-
tures drawings and illustra-
tions by Sequeira, who is an 
artist himself. 

FORUM MACAU

Financial symposium 
links Hubei, Macau and 
Lusophone world
Renato Marques

IN the second symposium 
organized this year by the 
Forum Macau Training 
Center, a group of 26 par-

ticipants from seven Portugue-
se-speaking countries joined a 
training session that lasted over 
a week on topics regarding finan-
cial cooperation within the bloc. 

The symposium was divided 
into two parts, with the first in-
cluding a visit to Hubei province 
where attendees participated in 
visits to local companies and ex-
change sessions with local busi-
nessmen.

The second part of the sympo-
sium included a series of activi-
ties in Macau, aiming to clarify 
and explore topics such as the 
Belt and Road initiative and the 
ways that financial cooperation, 
such as introducing policies in 
the banking, finance and insu-

rance sectors, can boost the eco-
nomy of these countries.

Besides Forum Macau, several 
local institutions and entities, 
such as the City University of 
Macau (City U), and the Ma-
cao Economic Services and the 
Monetary Authority of Macao 
among others, participated in 
the symposium. The local insti-
tutions and entities provided a 
series of theme-based talks on 
topics related to the initiatives, 
and ways to deal with specific 
issues when seeking support or 
financing.

At the closing ceremony of the 
symposium held yesterday at the 
MGM Macau Ballroom, the De-
puty Secretary-General appoin-
ted by China, Ding Tian, highli-
ghted that financial cooperation 
should be used as an agent for 
increasing cooperation between 
China and the Portuguese-s-
peaking countries and “an ef-

fective tool for mutual benefits,” 
calling on to the trainees to “con-
tinue this work started here back 
in your countries.”

Pro-Rector of CityU Ip Kuai 
Peng brought attention to the 
purpose of the symposium, hi-
ghlighting the idea that the coo-
perative measures utilized by the 
Macau Special Administrative 
Region (MSAR) government ef-
fectively contribute to Macau’s 
so-called “platform role” in the 
relationship. 

“The MSAR government has 
been actively promoting finance 
and business development poli-
cies that would allow Macau to 
perform better in its role as the 
bridge between Macau, Portu-
guese-speaking countries and 
China,” Ip said. 

Ip also noted that the 26 parti-
cipants from the seven countries 
included “high-ranking gover-
nment officials, high-ranking 
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Continuing 
education program 
served 1 million 
The number of participations in the 
three phases of the city’s continuing 
education development program has 
exceeded one million, the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
revealed in its reply to lawmaker Song 
Pek Kei’s inquiry. As of last March, 61% 
of participants had attended courses for 
vocational skills. Language translation, 
business, and management courses 
are the most popular courses. During 
the same period, the DSEJ conducted 
2,800 on-site inspections to course 
providers, 1,000 follow-up interviews 
and over 22,000 random inspections. 

Training wanted 
for all taxi drivers 
Wong Man Pan, a member of the 
Transport Advisory Council, believes 
that all Macau taxi drivers should 
receive a 10-hour professional training 
course as proposed by the latest taxi 
operation regulation. The regime, 
which will come into effect on June 
3, requires all future taxi drivers to 
go through a 10-hour training course 
before they take the taxi operator 
license exam. However, the training 
will not apply to current taxi drivers. 
Wong proposed that taxi drivers with 
past violation records should be asked 
to do more training hours. 

FORUM MACAU

Financial symposium 
links Hubei, Macau and 
Lusophone world

technicians and company ad-
ministrators,” noting the im-
portance of the event at several 
levels, and hinting that its out-
comes were expected to have a 
high degree of utility.

A NEED FOR 
TRANSLATORS

During yesterday’s closing 
ceremony, Ding Tian revealed 
that Forum Macau has hired a 
total of five new Mandarin-Por-

tuguese interpreters and trans-
lators. The new employees were 
hired in a recruitment process 
on the mainland and three of 
the five are already working 
with Forum Macau.

“We currently have three lo-
cal interpreters and translators. 
In the previous recruitment 
process in China, five candi-
dates were admitted and three 
of them are currently working. 
The remaining two are awaiting 

completion of the necessary 
formalities,” said Ding. 

The official explained that the 
need for additional interpreters 
and translators comes from 
new roles attributed to the de-
velopment and consolidation of 
Macau’s role as a service plat-
form for trade cooperation be-
tween China and Portuguese-s-
peaking countries. 

According to a statement is-
sued after the event, Forum 

Macau explained, “in the past 
fifteen years, there has been a 
steady increase in the activity 
of the Macau Forum,” which 
ran a total 90 activities last 
year. 

As “the working languages in 
these activities are Mandarin 
and Portuguese, requiring a 
complex level of proficiency in 
both languages, it is necessary 
to hire experienced translators 
and interpreters proficient in 
both languages,” noting that 
this was the reason that pro-
fessionals outside Macau were 
hired.

Forum Macau also added 
that they believe that “in the 
long-term development of the 
Macau Forum, it is necessary 
to recruit more Mandarin-Por-
tuguese interpreter-translators 
to meet this [rising] need,” re-
marking that the process “will 
benefit local translators by 
allowing them to improve their 
skills.”

The institution also reaffirmed 
that the recruitment process of 
non-resident interpreters was 
conducted following all the ru-
les and high standards. “In the 
future, we also intend to car-
ry out the recruitment of local 
interpreters, with more locals 
being admitted, following the 
legal procedures, in order to 
improve the quality of local bi-
lingual talents,” it pledged.
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DRAGON BOAT RACING

Veterans think of ways to get 
youth back into ancient sport

Staff reporter

A N old tradition to 
mark the Tuen Ng 
Festival in the early 
summer, athletes in 

Macau are once again gearing 
up for the Macao International 
Dragon Boat Races competition, 
which kicks off with locals-only 
races tomorrow and Sunday.

According to those familiar 
with the matter, dragon boat ra-
cing is one competitive sport in 
which local athletes are consi-
dered rather competent. Teams 
from Macau have competed in 
both regional and global races, 
including those held in Korea, 
Canada, Hong Kong and main-
land China. The Macau, China 
dragon boat team participated in 
the Asian Games held in Guang-
zhou, in 2010.

And yet, few among Macau’s 
youth show interest in this an-
cient sport, which traces its ori-
gins 2,500 years ago to southern- 
central China.

Even though the history behind 
the Tuen Ng Festival is tau-
ght to young children at Macau 
schools, it seems that dragon 
boating – either the races or the 
sport – has not received as much 
attention as other sports. It isn’t 
part of the Olympics, its World 
Cup is not widely covered on te-
levision (even in this part of the 
world), and only the 2010 and 
2018 versions of the Asian Ga-
mes had dragon boat competi-
tions.

Moreover, few parents opt to 
enroll their children in dragon 
boat activities, preferring foo-
tball, basketball or table tennis 
for their child’s extracurricular 
sport.

For Ubaldino Couto, lecturer 
of festivals and events at the 
Institute for Tourism Studies, 
the problem lies in part with the 
high demands on equipment 
and locations needed for dragon 
boat activities, compared with 
other sports. 

“Most sports are easier to 
follow and participate in [than 
dragon boat activities],” said 
Couto. “People are less involved 
in dragon boat races because of 
its high demands.”

RETAINING THE YOUTH
Two dragon boat racers inter-

viewed by the Times this week 
said that, in their experience, 
teenagers with an initial interest 
in the sport have it quashed by 
the wide array of alternative en-
tertainment on offer in the mo-
dern age. They agreed that it was 
proving difficult to retain young 
athletes.

“Young athletes today usually 
head to their smartphones right 
after practice,” said Racy Leong, 
a 20-year veteran with the Baía 
do Mar Canoe Club, which was 
one of the first local dragon boat 
clubs. That’s the case for those 
that show up to practice, Leong 
added. “Many think it’s better to 
play video games at home [ins-
tead], where it is air-conditio-
ned.”

Stephen Lo, who also boas-

ts two decades in the sport and 
currently overlooks the dragon 
boat division of Ngou Cheong 
Sport Association, said: “Young 
dragon boat athletes are very 
fortunate to have a lot of choices. 
[But], on the bad side, [all of this 
choice] is disturbing their clear 
minds.”

Recruiting young talent is one 
thing, but retaining it is an enti-
rely different challenge. Leong 
explained that in some cases, 
some talented intermediate-level 
athletes seeking further develop-
ment have decided they cannot 
sacrifice time to train newcomers, 
and so they leave for other teams.

This talent drain effect occurs 
not only within dragon boat ac-
tivities, but also to other sports, 
which compete with each other 
to attract sport-minded youth.

“It is hard to retain talent as 
local sport lovers are usually in-
terested in several types of sport 
simultaneously,” said Lo.

Another difficulty, which is 
also faced by other sports, is that 
athletes have to strike a balan-
ce between their personal and 
sporting lives. Both Leong and 
Lo said that some young athletes 
have dropped out of the sport, as 
they couldn’t balance it with their 
studies.

A REASON TO DIVE IN
There are exceptions, however, 

and both dragon boat teams have 
found young athletes capable of 
striking the balance. The youn-
gest athlete in the dragon boat 
team of Ngou Cheong is 17 years 
old, while Baía do Mar has team 
members as young as 12 years of 
age.

As for talent acquisition, the 
most commonly used “marke-
ting strategy” is word of mouth. 
Both Lo and Leong said the ma-
jority of athletes at their clubs 
were “brought into the team by 
friends.” Some were brought in 
by their parents, but usually the-
se athletes would not stay long, 
Leong said.

In order for this sport to flou-
rish, Couto thinks that the youn-
ger generations should be shown 
that dragon boating “isn’t some-
thing boring or for the older ge-
neration, but something which is 
‘cool’ and ensures the continuity 
of our heritage.”

Ar B Chiang, an athlete with 
Ngou Cheong, echoed Couto’s 
comment, as he first started 
playing the sport because he 
thought it was cool and would 
make him look cool.

Phoebe Leong of Baía do Mar, 
said she started playing more 
than 10 years ago as she “just en-
ded a romantic relationship and 
needed something productive to 
divert my attention.”

Lo said that dragon boat teams 
can generate interest in the sport 
by partnering with other orga-
nizations and schools to get the 
word out. 

The only problem is that the 
pool for sponsorship is small 
in Macau. First, there are not 
many private companies that are 
willing to sponsor sports teams, 
and many of those that do have 
the resources have already estab-
lished their own teams.

Couto has been following an 
Instagram account featuring lo-
cal dragon boat teams for some 
time, and suggests social media 
might be one way to encourage 
the youth.

“It is important to interact with 
youth – who see Instagram as the 
current and trendy social media 
platform – through online media 
so that they learn more about the 
festival,” said Couto. “That ce-
lebrates sportsmanship and the 
traditional Chinese sport.”
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corporate bits
grand lapa hotel’s father’s day offerings

This summer, Galaxy Macau 
presents the ultimate, integra-
ted resort experience for all vi-
sitors with its “I Love Summer” 
program from May to Septem-
ber. Guests can escape the 
bustle of the city with sand, 
sun, surf, five-star accommo-
dation and luxurious amenities, 
all under one roof.

From June 14 to 16, Grand 
Lapa Hotel will be running 
dining promotions at all its 
outlets. 

At Café Bela Vista a semi- 
buffet lunch and seafood 
buffet dinner will be offered, 

galaxy macau presents ‘i love summer’ to international award-winning 
sand artists in July and August 
as they present giant aquatic 
and mermaid-themed sand 
sculptures and workshops for 
the whole family.

This summer, Galaxy Macau 
will team up with its partner ho-
tels to curate a dazzling array 
of culinary experiences, under 
the name “Dining Under the 
Stars”.

Moreover, “I Love Summer” 
offers shoppers the world’s first 
and only Dior Pink City Pop-
-up, an immersive experience 
around Dior’s beauty icons and 
heritage. 

Meanwhile, the UA Galaxy 
Cinema has recently been up-
graded with cutting-edge 4K 
laser projection for the ultimate 
movie-watching experience.

for lovers of spicy food. 
Fathers with a sweet tooth 

can be treated to sumptuous 
pastries prepared by the ho-
tel’s Cake Shop. The Choco-
late Whiskey Cake, a special 
creation, is made with layers 
of chocolate sponge and 
chocolate whiskey mousse, 
topped with cute little bottles 
of Jack Daniel’s whiskey, cho-
colate bars and cookies. Only 
a limited number of cakes are 
available. 

Finally, the hotel’s bar and 
lounge Vasco will be opening 
a bit earlier during the month 
of Father’s Day to serve an 
afternoon tea set with both 
sweet and savory items. The 
afternoon tea set serves two 
people and comes with either 
tea or coffee.

Guests can enjoy Galaxy 
Macau’s unique 75,000-squa-
re-meter Grand Resort Deck, 
with the world’s longest Sky-
top Aquatic Adventure river 
ride, the world’s largest Sky-
top Wave Pool and a pristine 
150m white sand beach.

In addition, the Grand Re-
sort Deck will also be home 

featuring influences from 
both oriental and occidental 
cuisine. Chinese restaurant 
Kam Lai Heen will have spe-
cial Father’s Day dishes. 
NAAM, the Thai restaurant, 
will offer a special set dinner 

Julie Zhu

THE 10th International In-
frastructure Investment 

and Construction Forum (III-
CF) officially kicked off at the 
Venetian Macao yesterday, 
with Macau Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On expressing his 
hope it would promote the 
“high quality and efficient in-
terconnection” of the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA). 

During his speech at yester-
day’s opening ceremony, Chui 
said that he hopes the 10th 
IIICF will discuss “the deve-
lopment of the Greater Bay 
Area, promote the high quality 
and efficient interconnection 
of the Greater Bay Area, and 
build it into an important su-
pporting area for the Belt and 
Road Initiative [BRI].”

According to the forum’s 
program, this year there will 
be one session specifically re-
lated to the Greater Bay, whi-
ch in turn, will involve Macau. 
Most of the talks address the 
BRI as well as China’s coope-
ration with other countries in 
terms of infrastructure deve-
lopment. 

One of yesterday’s major 
sessions was “Dialogue with 
Senior Management from 
MDBs: Investment in Quality 
and Sustainable Infrastructu-
re.” The five speakers of this 
session gave talks on China, in 
particular, on Africa and Asia. 

One of the speakers, Lawren-
ce J. Lau, a professor from the 
Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, commented on China’s 
infrastructure development 
and the BRI from the perspec-

tive of an economist. In the 
opinion of the professor, the 
Chinese economic develop-
ment experience demonstra-
tes the importance of infras-
tructure. 

“In China, interconnectivity 
facilitates trade and directs in-
vestment in the country, and 
helps to create a large single 
market,” said Lau. “The first 
step [of the BRI] is also the 
building of basic interconnec-
ted infrastructure.” 

The long-term success of the 
BRI critically depends on the 
durability, ease of maintenan-
ce, safety and environmental 
friendliness of the basic in-
frastructure built, according 
to Lau, who further stated that 
“strict quality control is the-
refore absolutely indispensa-
ble.” 

HONG Kong dismissed 
U.S. warnings that it cou-

ld face penalties if it does busi-
ness with an oil tanker headed 
for the city that allegedly viola-
ted sanctions on Iran.

The city’s government has 
“strictly” implemented Uni-
ted Nations Security Council 
sanctions, which don’t impose 
“any restrictions on the export 
of petroleum from Iran,” a 
spokesperson for Hong Kong’s 
Commerce and Economic De-
velopment Bureau said on We-
dnesday in response to a ques-
tion about the U.S. warning.

“Certain countries may im-
pose unilateral sanctions 
against certain places on the 
basis of their own considera-
tions,” they said. “Those sanc-
tions are outside the scope of 
the UN Security Council sanc-
tions” implemented by Hong 
Kong.

Washington wants to put 
China and the autonomous 
city on notice that it will ag-
gressively and consistently 

enforce its Iran sanctions, a 
senior U.S. official said on 
Tuesday, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity. The official 
said China would be informed 
that any entity doing business 
with the ship would expose it 
to U.S. sanctions.

The attention levied on this 
single vessel, the Pacific Bravo, 
underscores Washington’s de-
sire to stymie Iran’s oil expor-
ts. Relations between the two 
sides have deteriorated shar-
ply in recent weeks, following 
President Donald Trump’s 
pledge to force Iran’s vital oil 
exports down to zero and a re-
vocation of key sanctions wai-
vers.

The Pacific Bravo is owned 
by China’s Bank of Kunlun, 
according to the senior U.S. 
official. Reuters reported in 
October that the bank - once 
Beijing’s major channel for 
transactions with Iran - would 
stop handling such paymen-
ts due to sanctions pressure. 
MDT/Bloomberg

HK rejects US warning 
on ship breaching 
Iran sanctions

GUANGDONG 

Trade with Latin America 
soaring 10% this year

SOUTH China’s Guang-
dong Province saw trade 

with Latin American coun-
tries rise 10.3 percent year- 
on-year to 92.18 billion yuan 
(MOP107.88 billion) in the 
first four months of 2019.

According to Guangzhou 
Customs, the province’s export 
volume with Latin American 
countries went up 6.9 percent 
to 64.51 billion yuan, and the 
import volume grew 19.2 per-
cent to 27.67 billion yuan from 

January to April this year.
More than 70 percent of ex-

ports were mechanical and 
electronical products, whose 
volume reached 48.42 billion 
yuan, up 7.8 percent.

Import and export volu-
me with Mexico, Brazil and 
Chile, grew 22.9 percent to 
30.76 billion yuan, 11 percent 
to 19.99 billion yuan and 11.2 
percent to 14.88 billion yuan 
respectively over the same pe-
riod. Xinhua

Chui Sai On hopes 
Macau infrastructure 
forum will promote GBA
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Gasoline, TVs, cars: the 
surprising things rare 
earths help make
Lynn Doan & Will Wade

WASHING machi-
nes. Cars. Disk dri-
ves - if those are 
still a thing. The 

rare-earth minerals that China is 
threatening to withhold from the 
U.S. as a trade war escalates are 
more present in consumer pro-
ducts and manufacturing than 
people might think. Here are some 
of the surprisingly common things 
they’re used to make:

THE GASOLINE 
IN YOUR CAR

Oil refineries depend on rare- 
earth elements as catalysts in uni-
ts called fluid catalytic crackers. 
In fact, they’re some of the biggest 
consumers of the stuff. These FCC 
units basically “crack” apart oil 
molecules to make gasoline and 
diesel.

Other energy industries use 
them, too: They’re in wind turbi-
nes and may be used to make so-
lar panels and run nuclear power 
plants. According to the U.S. go-
vernment, they can also be used in 
lights, semiconductors, supercon-
ductors and batteries. Large-scale 
energy storage projects, however, 
may see little impact as they don’t 
typically make use of the elements, 
according to BloombergNEF.

YOUR ACTUAL CAR
They’re all over cars - in mo-

tors, windshield wipers, anti-lock 

breaks, air bags, electric windows, 
power steering and in the parts 
that reduce auto-exhaust emis-
sions. Purely electric cars may not 
be as affected, but hybrid ones 
make use of magnets that depend 
on neodymium. They also rely on 
auto catalytic converters that use 
cerium, according to Bloomberg-
NEF analyst Sophie Lu.

The good news: Some Japane-
se auto manufacturers have been 
developing new technologies that 
reduce the use of these elements 
in their cars. For instance, Toyo-
ta Motor Corp. announced a new 
magnet for its Prius model in 2018 
that cut the need for rare earths, 
Lu said.

IN YOUR HOUSE
Rare earths are predominantly 

used to make magnets. They ac-
tually help make some of the 
strongest magnets in the world, 
according to the U.S. Geological 
Survey. These are, in turn, bui-
lt into a whole host of electronic 
products and appliances including 
televisions, computer disk drives, 
digital cameras, mobile phones, 
vacuum cleaners, dishwashers 
and washing machines.

According to a 2010 federal re-
port, they’re also used in mirrors, 
mini speakers, glass and light bul-
bs.

YOUR APPLE PRODUCTS
Apple Inc. uses several rare ear-

ths, including neodymium, pra-

seodymium, and dysprosium. 
These elements can be found in 
nearly all of Apple’s major produc-
ts, including iPhones, iPads and 
Macs. They show up in magnets 
inside speakers, cameras, and vi-
brating motors.

Apple doesn’t say where it sour-
ces those specific minerals, but 
they typically come from China, 
the U.S., Australia, and India. It’s 
unclear how much comes from 
China. The company said two 
years ago that it eventually wants 
to stop mining for materials and 
instead use only recycled compo-
nents. So far, the latest MacBook 
Air and Mac mini achieve that, 
Apple has said.

THE US MILITARY
A restriction could deal a serious 

blow to American weaponry.
Each F-35 Lightning II aircra-

ft - considered one of the world’s 
most sophisticated, maneuverable 
and stealthy fighter jets - requires 
approximately 920 pounds of ra-
re-earth materials, according to 
a 2013 report from the U.S. Con-
gressional Research Service.

Rare earths including yttrium 
and terbium are also used for 
laser targeting and weapons in 
Future Combat Systems vehi-
cles, according to the Congres-
sional Research Service report. 
Other uses are for Stryker armo-
red fighting vehicles, Predator 
drones and Tomahawk cruise 
missiles. Bloomberg

REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Top 20 questions on renting 
a property in macau - Part 3

With sales prices at a record high, most peo-
ple arriving in Macau for the first time are 
looking to rent a property rather than make 
purchase. 
Here are the top 20 questions we are asked 
by tenants; this week we discuss questions 
11 to 15.

11. What can a landlord do if a tenant 
has not repaired damages?
When a tenant has not repaired damages, 
the landlord is entitled to take legal action 
and withhold the return of the security de-
posit until the outcome of that action.
Usually, when a tenant ‘checks out’ of a pro-
perty, the inventory is reviewed and any dis-
crepancy noted along with damaged items.

12. Must a landlord provide a receipt 
for a security deposit?
The law does not require an owner to provi-
de a receipt for the security deposit.
It is a good idea to record the security depo-
sit on the tenancy agreement or a separate 
piece of paper that can be signed and wit-
nessed to avoid any disputes in the future.

13. Can a tenant withhold rent because 
a landlord is not maintaining the pre-
mises?
Unless there is a problem with the premises 
that makes it uninhabitable, such as a flood, 
unstable walls or floors, or open electrical 
wires, the tenant may not withhold rent.
Rents that are more than 8 days overdue 
are subject to a penalty of 50% under Ma-
cau Law, and if they remain unpaid for more 
than 30 days they are subject to a 100% pe-
nalty.
In order to maintain a good relationship with 
the owner and landlord, we suggest that te-
nants first inform the landlord that there is 
a problem that requires fixing.

14. Does the Landlord have the cash to 
fund improvements?
This is a question best asked upfront, before 
the lease is signed.
Once the answer is established, either in a 
positive or a negative way, you then have the 
information you require to make a decision 
on renting or not.
The landlord is not duty bound to improve 
a property, only to ensure that the property 
remains safe. 

15. Can a termination notice be verbal?
Yes. A termination notice can be verbal pro-
vided both parties agree on the terms.
However, it is thoroughly recommended 
that tenants provide a written termination 
notice that clearly defines the dates concer-
ned, and refers to the terms in the tenancy 
agreement.
This will help to avoid disputes, and a po-
tential situation where a landlord can claim 
that they have not received any notice of ter-
mination.

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML 
Property and a property investor.  
Having established the company in 
1994, JML Property offers Investment 
Property & Homes. It specializes in 
managing properties for owners and 
investors, and providing attractive 
and comfortable homes for tenants. 
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Juliet ridson
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Beijing says laser report ‘not consistent with the facts’
A report that Australian 

navy helicopter pilots 
were targeted with lasers, 
apparently coming from 
Chinese fishing boats, was 
“not consistent with the 
facts,” China’s defense mi-
nistry said yesterday.

Spokesman Wu Qian 
told reporters at a mon-
thly briefing that Australia 
should “reflect on itself” 
before pointing the blame 
at others.

“According to my know-
ledge, what you have said 
is not consistent with the 
facts,” Wu said.

Scholar Euan Graham, 
who was onboard the 
Royal Australian Navy 
flagship HMAS Canberra 
on a voyage from Vietnam 
to Singapore, wrote that 
the Tiger attack helicopter 
pilots were hit by lasers 
while exercising in South 
China Sea waters claimed 

by China earlier in May, 
“temporarily grounding 
them for precautionary 
medical reasons.”

China maintains a ro-
bust maritime militia in 
the South China Sea com-
posed of fishing vessels 
equipped to carry out mis-
sions just short of combat. 
China claims the strategic 
waterway virtually in its 
entirety and is sensitive 
to all foreign naval action 

in the area, especially by 
the U.S. and allies such as 
Australia.

Similar incidents in-
volving lasers and the 
Chinese military have 
also been reported as far 
away as Djibouti, where 
the U.S. and China have 
bases. Last year, the U.S. 
complained to China af-
ter lasers were directed 
at aircraft in the Horn of 
Africa nation that resulted 

in minor injuries to two 
American pilots.

China denied that its for-
ces targeted the U.S. mili-
tary aircraft.

Graham wrote that bri-
dge-to-bridge communi-
cations with the Chinese 
during the voyage were 
courteous, but that the 
Chinese requested the 
Australian warships to 
notify them in advance of 
any corrections to their 

course, something the 
Australian navy was “not 
about to concede while 
exercising its high-seas 
freedoms.”

He wrote that the cons-
tant presence of Chinese 
vessels shadowing foreign 
ships appeared to indica-
te that the Chinese fleet 
had grown large enough 
to allow it to have vessels 
lying in wait for such or-
ders. AP

MALAYSIAN Prime Mi-
nister Mahathir Moha-

mad yesterday called for talks 
to resolve the ongoing trade 
dispute between Washington 
and Beijing and urged the wor-
ld to accept China’s technologi-
cal prowess.

The U.S. cannot expect to 
always be at the top in techno-
logy, and countries need to talk 
to deal with a powerful China, 
Mahathir said at a conference 
in Tokyo. He also appeared to 
side with Chinese telecom giant 
Huawei, which the U.S. has put 
on a blacklist.

“We try to make use of their te-
chnology as much as possible,” 
Mahathir told the Future of Asia 
conference, noting that Huawei 
has achieved a “tremendous ad-
vance over American technolo-
gy.”

“We have to accept that the 

U.S. cannot forever be the su-
preme nation in the world that 
can have the best technology in 
the world,” he said.

For months, the world’s two 
biggest economies have been 
locked in a standoff over tra-
de balances and technology, 

including allegations that Chi-
na uses unfair tactics, such as 
stealing trade secrets.

The Trump administration 
has imposed 25% tariffs on 
USD250 billion in Chinese 
imports and is planning to 
tax another $300 billion in 
imports that have so far been 
spared. It escalated the stakes 
this month by effectively bar-
ring U.S. companies from su-
pplying Huawei with computer 
chips, software and other com-
ponents without government 
approval.

Mahathir’s comments drew 
praise from China’s foreign 
ministry, which said it hoped 
all countries would listen ca-
refully to the prime minister’s 
advice and “seek opportunities 
of mutually beneficial and win- 
win cooperation.”

“All developing countries, in-

cluding China and Malaysia, 
surely have the right to develop 
their capabilities and improve 
their technological progress,” 
ministry spokesman Lu Kang 
said at his daily briefing. “In 
fact, against the backdrop of 
economic globalization today, 
mutual development and com-
mon progress through mu-
tually beneficial cooperation 
can open up more room for 
development for all countries.”

Lu added that U.S. has provi-
ded no evidence that Huawei 
is a tool of the Chinese gover-
nment.

“The U.S. has been sideste-
pping the issue that everyone 
is most concerned about all 
along, that is, whether it can 
present evidence,” he said.

In his comments Thursday, 
Mahathir stressed that nations 
with differing ideologies must 

be able to get along.
“It is worth it to talk to each 

other and stop this confron-
tation,” he said. He warned 
that conflict between the U.S. 
and China would only lead to 
“greater destruction.”

“We want to see reasonable, 
responsible countries sit down 
around a table and discuss pro-
blems. How do we deal with 
China, a strong China which 
is very rich because China has 
got money,” he said.

Mahathir arrived in Tokyo on 
Wednesday and leaves Friday.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe has meetings with 
Mahathir and leaders of six 
other Asian nations this week, 
part of his administration’s 
policy of courting Europe, the 
U.S. and other nations in part 
to counter China’s growing 
global influence. AP

 The US 
cannot expect 
to always be 
at the top in 
technology, and 
countries need 
to talk to deal 
with a powerful 
China

Mahathir urges US 
to talk with China, 
accept its greatness
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HUAWEI

China dangles a potentially 
harmful new threat in trade war

Taiwan’s military trains for a 
Chinese invasion on the beach
TAIWANESE tanks 

and soldiers fired at 
simulated Chinese forces 
and assault helicopters 
launched missiles in an 
anti-invasion drill yester-
day on a beach on the is-
land’s southern coast.

The live firing was part 
of annual exercises desig-
ned to showcase the mili-
tary’s capabilities and re-
solve to repel any attack 
from across the Taiwan 
Strait. The Han Guang 

exercise wraps up today.
China and Taiwan split 

during a civil war in 1949, 
but China claims the sel-
f-governing island as its 
territory.

Asked about the exer-
cises, Chinese Defense 
Ministry spokesman Wu 
Qian said China would 
strive for peaceful reuni-
fication with Taiwan.

“What should be poin-
ted out is that seeking 
Taiwan independence is 

suicide and resorting to 
force is no way out,” he 
said.

The simulated response 
to a Chinese beach lan-
ding included fighter jets 
and missiles launched at 
targets in the sea.

The Defense Ministry 
said the joint army-na-
vy-air force operation 
tested the island’s com-
bat readiness in the face 
of the Chinese military 
threat. AP

Paul Wiseman, Frank Bajak 
& Yanan Wang, Washington

FACING new trade sanc-
tions and a U.S. clamp-
down on its top telecom-
munications company, 

China issued a pointed remin-
der yesterday that it has yet to 
unleash all its weapons in its 
trade war with the Trump admi-
nistration.

Chinese state media warned 
that Beijing could cut America 
off from exotic minerals that 
are widely used in electric cars 
and mobile phones. The threat 
to use China’s rich supply of so-
-called rare earths as leverage in 
the conflict has contributed to 
sharp losses in U.S. stocks and 
sliding long-term bond yields.

For months, the world’s two 
biggest economies have been 
locked in a standoff over allega-
tions that China deploys preda-

tory tactics — including stealing 
trade secrets and forcing foreign 
companies to hand over tech-
nology — in a drive to supplant 
U.S. technological dominance.

The U.S. claims Huawei is le-
gally beholden to China’s ruling 
Communist Party, which could 
order it to spy on their behalf. 
Washington has offered no evi-
dence that the Huawei has done 
that, however.

Huawei is trying to beat back 
one punitive U.S. measure in 
federal court. In a motion filed 
late Tuesday in eastern Texas, 
the company argued that a 2018 
law that bars it from selling te-
lecom gear to U.S. government 
agencies and contractors should 
be struck down as unconstitu-
tional. The move for summary 
judgment in a case filed against 
the U.S. government in March 
says the law violates a constitu-
tional prohibition against “trial 

by legislature” of individual en-
tities.  Congress thus acted un-
constitutionally when it “adjudi-
cated Huawei’s guilt and black-
listed it,” the motion argues.

An attorney representing 
Huawei in the U.S. case, Glen 
Nager of Jones Day, asserts that 
Congress alone cannot constitu-
tionally impose punishment on 
an individual company — which 
the punitive law does in singling 
out Huawei by name.

The law “is intended to drive 
Huawei out of the U.S. — i.e., 
to banish it,” Nager argued. It 
“stigmatizes Huawei as a tool of 
the Chinese government” with 
no right to a fair hearing, he ad-
ded.

Steven Schwinn, a professor 
at John Marshall Law School 
in Chicago, suggested that 
Huawei’s arguments fall short 
constitutionally, and “given that 
this relates to national security, 

we can expect the courts to be 
fairly deferential to the govern-
ment.”

The nationalistic Chinese 
newspaper Global Times warned 
that China has plenty of ways to 
retaliate against the United Sta-
tes, including the threat of cut-
ting off supplies of rare earths. 
China last year produced 78% 
of the world’s rare earths, accor-
ding to researchers at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch.

If the U.S. fails to exercise res-
traint, it will see that “China is 
far from running out of cards, 
and we have the will and de-
termination to fight the U.S. to 
the end,” the paper’s editorial 
said. An official of China’s top 
economic planning agency did 
not rule out using rare earths as 
a countermeasure against “the 
U.S.’s unwarranted suppres-
sion.”

President Xi Jinping visited 

rare earth-related businesses 
in southeastern Jiangxi provin-
ce earlier this month. He called 
rare earths “an important stra-
tegic resource” while stressing 
the importance of owning inde-
pendent core technologies, the 
state-run China Daily reported.

China has used rare earths as 
a cudgel before. Five years ago, 
the World Trade Organization 
slapped down China’s attempt 
to restrict the export of rare 
earths, rejecting its claim that it 
just wanted to protect the envi-
ronment and conserve supplies. 
Instead, the move appeared to 
be aimed at hurting Japan with 
which Beijing was having a di-
plomatic tiff.

Scott Kennedy, director of the 
project on the Chinese economy 
at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, said the 
Chinese might benefit even less 
if they try to weaponize rare ear-
ths again.

“It’s not the threat that it was 
[...] when the Chinese threatened 
to cut off the Japanese,” he said.

First, users of rare earths have 
stockpiled the minerals for a 
“rainy day.” Second, they also 
have figured out how to “use less 
rare earth to achieve the same 
results” in such products as la-
sers and magnets. And third, di-
fferent minerals and chemicals 
are increasingly being used as 
rare earth substitutes.

Kennedy predicts that once in-
vestors have “realized the threat 
wasn’t as dire, markets would 
bounce back.”

Still, he isn’t optimistic about 
the U.S.-China trade negotia-
tions, which broke off May 10 
after an 11th round of talks fai-
led to produce an agreement. 
U.S. officials accused the Chi-
nese of reneging on agreements 
they’d made in earlier rounds.

“The Chinese first are going to 
have to signal they will talk,” he 
said. Then they will have to go 
back to where they stood befo-
re they backpedaled on earlier 
concessions. “I don’t see any 
body language from the Chine-
se that they’re about to do that,” 
Kennedy said. AP
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A woman throws a flower from the Margaret Bridge during a search operation on the River Danube in Budapest 
yesterday

The Very Good Tour agency senior official Lee Sang-moo (left) bows to make an apology 
during a press conference at its headquarters in Seoul

Seven dead, 21 missing after South 
Korean tour boat sinks in Hungary
Pablo Gorondi 
& Hyung-Jin Kim, Budapest

RESCUE workers scoured 
the Danube River in down-

town Budapest yesterday for 
21 people missing after a sight-
seeing boat carrying South Ko-
rean tourists sank in a matter 
of seconds after colliding with a 
larger cruise ship during an eve-
ning downpour.

Seven people are confirmed 
dead and seven were rescued, 
all of them South Koreans, Hun-
garian officials said. Hungary’s 
Human Resources Minister 
Miklos Kasler said four of tho-
se rescued have been released 
from the hospital, while the re-
maining three are being treated 
in satisfactory condition. Police 
launched a criminal investiga-
tion into the incident.

The South Korea-based Very 
Good Tour agency, which or-
ganized the trip, said the boat 
— a 70-year-old vessel built in 
the former Soviet Union — had 
been on its way back after an 
hour-long night tour on Wed-
nesday when the accident ha-
ppened.

Nineteen South Koreans and 
two Hungarian crew members 
— the captain and his assistant 
— are missing. The tour party 
had consisted of 30 tourists, 
two guides and a photographer 
on a package tour of Europe.

The sunken boat was located 
early yesterday near the Margit 
Bridge, not far from the neo-
-Gothic Parliament building on 
the riverbank.

Video shown by Hungarian po-
lice showed the sightseeing boat, 
identified as the Hableany (Mer-
maid), traveling closely side by 
side and in the same direction 
as a German-built Viking cruise 
ship as they approached the bri-
dge Wednesday night.

The Hableany then appeared 
to steer slightly to its left, into 
the path of the 135-meter (443-
feet) long cruise ship, which 
continued to sail on at the same 
speed. The two collided and the 
sightseeing boat was then seen 
tipping on its side between the 
bridge’s two supports.

“As the Viking comes into 
contact with (the Hableany), it 
overturns it and in about seven 
seconds, as it turn on its side, 
it sinks,” Police Col. Adrian Pal 
said.

Pal said it’s unclear what cau-
sed the Hableany to steer into 
the path of the Viking. He said 
several people aboard the Ha-
bleany fell into the water after 
the collision. The South Korean 
government said none of those 
on board was wearing a life ja-
cket.

Police said rescue operations 
were hampered by the rain and 
the fast flow of the rising Danu-
be. The search for the 21 missing 
extended far downstream, even 
into Serbia, where the Danube 
goes after leaving Hungary.

The river, which is 450 meters 
wide at the point of the accident, 
was fast-flowing and rising as 
heavy rain continued in the city. 
Water temperatures were about 
10 to 12 degrees Celsius.

Hajoregiszter.hu, a local shi-
p-tracking website, lists the 
Hableany as having been bui-
lt in 1949 in the former Soviet 
Union.

CCTV footage recorded on 
Wednesday night showed that 
the river was busy with boats of 
different sizes traveling in both 
directions.

Budapest has enjoyed a boom 
in overseas tourism in recent 
years. Long-haul flights from as 
far away as Dubai and Beijing 
increasingly fly visitors from 
Asia and the Middle East to the 
Hungarian capital, a relatively 
affordable but history-rich Eu-
ropean destination.

Earlier, the news website In-
dex.hu said one of those rescued 
was found near the Petofi Brid-
ge, which is about 3 kilometers 
(2 miles) south of Parliament.

Police have questioned the 
Ukrainian captain of the Viking 
ship, but no details have been 
released. Authorities said both 
vessels’ captains are experien-
ced, with many years of servi-
ce with their companies. South 
Korean officials said the tourists 
were not wearing life jackets.

Relatives and a team of 25 of-
ficial rescue workers were on 
their way from South Korea to 
Budapest. The team of fire, navy 
and coast guard workers inclu-
des some who had been invol-
ved in rescue operations for the 
2014 South Korean ferry disas-
ter that killed more than 300 
people — one of the country’s 
worst maritime accidents.

Seoul’s presidential Blue Hou-

se said President Moon Jae-in 
has called Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban to dis-
cuss rescue operations. Moon 
thanked Orban for the Hun-
garian government’s rescue 
efforts, and requested further 
support for efforts to find the 
missing, treat the survivors and 
recover bodies.

The Blue House said Orban 
told Moon that more than 200 
divers and medical staff are in-
volved in the rescue efforts and 
that officials are planning to lo-
cate and hoist the ship.

Employees from the South Ko-
rean Embassy in Budapest were 
assisting Hungarian officials in 
identifying those rescued and 
the deceased.

Budapest’s Disaster Manage-
ment Office Chief Col Zsolt Ga-
bor Palotai said the Hungarian 
army is setting up a pontoon 
near the capsized ship’s wreck 
and divers will go into the Danu-
be from there.

The Very Good Tour agency 
said the tourists left South Ko-
rea on May 25 and were suppo-
sed to return June 1.

Most of them were family 
groups, and they included a 
6-year-old girl. Her status wasn’t 
immediately clear but she didn’t 
appear on a list of survivors pro-
vided by the tour agency.

Senior agency official Lee 
Sang-moo disclosed the identi-
ties of the seven rescued South 
Koreans — six women and one 
man, aged between 31 and 66. 
The company is arranging for 
family members of the tourists 

to travel to Hungary as soon as 
possible.

The Hableany is described 
on the sightseeing company’s 
website as “one of the smallest 
members of the fleet.” It has two 
decks and a capacity for 60 peo-
ple, or 45 for sightseeing cruises.

Mihaly Toth, a spokesman for 
the Panorama Deck boating 
company, said the Hableany 
was on a “routine city sight-
seeing trip” when the accident 
happened. He told state televi-
sion that he had no information 
about any technical problems 
with the boat, which he said was 
serviced regularly.

The Margit Bridge connects 
the two halves of the city, Buda 
and Pest, with a large recreatio-
nal island in the middle of the 
Danube. It is the bridge just nor-
th of the famous Chain Bridge, 
a suspension bridge originally 
built in the 19th century that, 
like the Parliament, is a major 
tourist draw in the heart of the 
city.

The river flows south, meaning 
that survivors were likely to be 
swept through the well-popula-
ted, historic part of the city.

Index.hu reported that other 
riverboats shined spotlights 
into the water to aid with the 
search, and that a film crew 
operating on the Liberty Bridge 
farther down the river directed 
its lighting equipment toward 
the Danube to assist. In recent 
years, Budapest has emerged as 
a popular destination for film, 
television and other commercial 
video production. AP
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Thai Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha

THAILAND

Junta chief gives thumbs-up 
to Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’
Kaweewit Kaewjinda 
& Grant Peck, Bangkok

THE late British writer 
and social critic Geor-
ge Orwell appears to be 
back in the good graces 

of Thailand’s military ruler af-
ter a spell in the doghouse five 
years ago.

Deputy government spokes-
man Werachon Sukondha-
patipak, summing up Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha’s 
political thoughts as the coun-
try prepares to install a new 
elected government, said his 
boss recommended reading the 
Thai edition of “Animal Farm,”  
“which is a book that leaves im-
portant lessons on how to live 
life.”

Prayuth’s plug this week for 
“Animal Farm” reflected a more 
positive view of Orwell’s work 
than the military had right after 
he seized power in a May 2014 
coup. Protesters comparing mi-
litary rule to the fictional dys-
topia of Orwell’s “1984” held 

silent protests by reading the 
book in public places and were 
dragged off.

The publicity caused sales of 
the Thai edition to jump, with 
the publisher then printing a 
new edition. The effect on sales 

of Prayuth’s new recommenda-
tion was not immediately clear.

Some critics of Prayuth’s rule 
held a reading of “Animal Farm” 
and “1984” in a Bangkok park 
yesterday. At least one had been 
involved in the 2014 protests.

On Facebook, the legal moni-
toring group iLaw charged that 
the prime minister’s recom-
mendation of “Animal Farm” 
amounted to a “dark comedy, 
after the political allegorical 
novel of dictatorships has been 
recommended by Gen. Prayu-
th, an individual who conduc-
ted a coup and ruled Thailand 
without any elections for over 
five years.” A general election 
was held in March, and a new 
government is expected to be 
formed in the next few weeks, 
likely to be led by Prayuth.

“What is even funnier is the 
government of the junta itself 
has been the one to crack down 
and threaten the liberties of 
people who have tried to pea-
cefully oppose dictatorial rule 
using novels by the same au-
thor such as ‘1984,’” iLaw said.

Spokesman Werachon, in re-
marks seeking to clarify Prayu-
th’s recommendation, denied 
it had anything to do with poli-
tics, and instead promoted the 
book “because reading helps 

to build principles in thinking. 
It creates wisdom, not pro-
blems.”

“What we get from this book 
is that although people want 
everything to be better, it 
doesn’t mean all hopes can be 
fulfilled, and no one can satisfy 
everyone, which is a rule of na-
ture,” he said.

“Animal Farm” is acknowle-
dged to be an allegorical story 
about the Russian Revolution 
and the rise of Stalin and his 
totalitarian regime. Orwell was 
a social democrat who joined 
an anarchist brigade during 
the 1930s Spanish Civil War, 
only to see his faction undermi-
ned by its ostensible Commu-
nist allies backed by the Soviet 
Union.

Supporters of Thailand’s mi-
litary regime have occasionally 
accused some of their opponen-
ts in the pro-democracy move-
ment of being communists.

Pro-democracy activists in 
2014 were also harassed for 
other symbolic acts, such as 
adopting the three-fingered 
salute of the rebels in the mo-
vie “The Hunger Games” and 
eating sandwiches together in 
public, which was meant as a 
satirical workaround against 
a ban on political meetings of 
more than five persons. The 
tactic was dubbed “sandwiches 
for democracy.” AP
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Reo Renee Holyfield, victim. Her body was in a dumpster, and nobody found her for two weeks last fall Riccardo Holyfield, cousin of the victim

USA

Computer algorithm helps reopen 
dozens of Chicago cold cases
Don Babwin, Chicago

THE bodies turned up in 
some of Chicago’s most de-

relict places: alleys, abandoned 
buildings, weed-choked lots and 
garbage containers. The victims 
were mostly black women who 
had been strangled or suffoca-
ted.

Authorities believed many 
were prostitutes or drug addic-
ts or both. There was evidence 
of sexual attacks, and some of 
the dead were naked or wearing 
torn clothes, as if someone had 
tried to rip them off.

The slayings that began in 
2001 continued for years and re-
main unsolved. Now a national 
nonprofit group and a computer 
algorithm are helping detectives 
review the cases and revealing 
potential connections. The re-
newed investigation offers hope 
to the victims’ relatives, some of 
whom have waited nearly two 
decades for answers.

“I say I’ve moved on from 
what happened, put it in God’s 
hands. But deep down I know I 
haven’t,” said Marsean Shines, 
a teenager when his aunt, Wini-
fred Shines, was strangled and 
left in an alley almost 19 years 
ago. Family members have 
always wondered if she died 
at the hands of the same killer 
who choked the life out of other 
women they knew or heard 
about.

An arrest, Shines said, would 
help him move on and not be 
“held back like there’s a bungee 
cord that connects me to my 
auntie.”

The Murder Accountability 
Project, which analyzes homici-
des across the U.S., fed informa-
tion about thousands of Chicago 
homicide victims and the way 
they died into a computer, whi-
ch ultimately spit out 51 strikin-
gly similar cases involving wo-
men whose bodies were found 
in some of the poorest pockets 
of the city.

“When you put the narratives 
together [...] it just screams se-
rial killer,” said Thomas Har-
grove, the founder of the project 
who presented his findings to 
police in 2017.

Hargrove’s group has made si-
milar efforts elsewhere. In 2010, 
it analyzed a pattern of 15 unsol-
ved strangulations of women in 
Indiana. Four years later, a man 
in Gary confessed to killing se-
ven of them. In Cleveland, the 
group’s data led police to crea-
te a task force to examine whe-
ther a serial killer or killers were 
responsible for the deaths of as 
many as 60 women.

Detectives in Chicago started 
the investigation under pressu-
re from activists. They are now 
reassessing the reports and 
evidence in each of the deaths, 
looking for links that went un-
noticed in the original probes 
as well as any new clues. At the 
same time, Rep. Bobby Rush, 
in whose district many of the 
killings occurred, has asked the 
FBI to join the investigation and 
plans a community meeting to 
warn about the risk of a serial 
killer.

So far, police have not repor-
ted any breakthroughs or any 

firm connections between the 
slayings. In 21 killings where 
DNA evidence was recovered, 
the genetic evidence belonged to 
21 different people.

The man overseeing the six de-
tectives assigned to the slayings 
said he does not believe there 
are “one or two bad guys tra-
veling the city,” preying on wo-
men.

The idea of an assailant who 
is “skipping the white prostitu-
tes to kill the black ones, that 
doesn’t make sense,” Deputy 
Chief of Detectives Brendan 
Deenihan said.

Still, he would not be surprised 
if the investigation concluded 
that “there were multiple bad 
guys that did more than one,” or 
if other evidence emerged that 
expanded the number of inves-
tigations beyond 51.

Another mystery is the way 
the killings stopped in February 
2014, with the discovery of Dia-
mond Turner’s body in a garba-
ge can, and did not start again 
until June 2017, with the death 
of Catherine Saterfield-Bucha-
nan.

“Maybe this guy was in prison,” 
said Greg Greer, a Chicago mi-
nister and founder of Freedom 
First international, a human ri-
ghts organization.

The Murder Accountability 
Project has urged police to look 
for “a guy not available to mur-
der women in Chicago during 
those three years,” Hargrove 
said. “We think that could ex-
plain the hiatus. And now he’s 
back, or they’re back, out there.”

Also looming over the inves-

tigation is the concern that the 
victims were the kind of people 
whose deaths normally warrant 
nothing more than a few lines in 
a newspaper, if that.

“I think about how my cousin 
was in a dumpster and nobody 
found her for two weeks,” said 
Riccardo Holyfield, whose cou-
sin, Reo Renee Holyfield, died 
last fall. “How can a body sit in 
a dumpster for so long in a well- 
traveled alleyway?”

Greer suggested the answer is 
tied to both who these victims 
were and where they died.

“A lot of times poor, urban 
communities don’t get the same 
amount of services that wealthy 
communities do, that’s a com-
mon fact,” Greer said.

Deenihan disagreed. “There’s 
a group of people out there who 
think that because of lifestyle 

these investigations don’t get 
the attention they deserve (but) 
that’s not the case,” he said.

As intriguing as the talk of a 
serial killer might be, authori-
ties may find that the common 
theme of the cases is the vic-
tims themselves, not who killed 
them.

“You’re talking about a hi-
gh-risk lifestyle,” he said, ex-
plaining that people who work 
as prostitutes “may be getting 
into 20 different cars a night ... 
and sharing drugs with people 
they don’t really know.”

Shines acknowledges that his 
aunt was addicted to crack co-
caine and could have been ha-
ving sex in exchange for drugs 
or money to buy drugs with the 
different men he saw coming in 
and out of her home.

Once the detectives read all the 
cases, they will get together as a 
team to discuss them, Deenihan 
said.

“What happens is one guy mi-
ght say, ‘You had a red SUV’” 
in your report? “I had one in 
mine,’” he said.

There is hope on another front. 
Chicago police, like other law 
enforcement agencies, submit 
DNA evidence to a national da-
tabase in the hopes that it will 
return a name. The problem is 
that if someone doesn’t have a 
conviction, that person’s DNA 
would not be in the system.

But Deenihan said samples 
from unsolved homicides are 
submitted regularly so that if 
any of those people are ever 
convicted of a crime, police will 
have a name to go with one of 
the DNA samples found at the 
scene of a strangulation.

That gives Winifred Shines’ fa-
mily hope. Her son, Bryant, re-
cently started seeing a therapist 
to deal with his longtime grief.

“I’m not at peace because he’s 
still out there,” he said, referring 
to his mother’s killer. “And it 
may be someone we know. AP

 A nonprofit 
group and 
a computer 
algorithm 
are helping 
detectives 
review the 
cases and 
revealing 
potential 
connections
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European Central Bank sends 
Italy a warning over debt
David McHugh, Frankfurt

THE European Cen-
tral Bank says that 
challenges to financial 
stability in the eurozo-

ne have risen amid global trade 
tensions, and warns that inde-
bted countries such as Italy 
could run into trouble if they 
don’t heed rules limiting defi-
cits.

The message in an ECB report 
released yesterday (Macau 
time) comes as Italy’s populist 
government is challenging the 
debt rules, intensifying conflict 
with the EU’s executive com-
mission.

The Italian government’s bor-
rowing costs in bond markets 
rose this week - a sign of inves-
tor concern - as Deputy Pre-
mier Matteo Salvini repeated 
his opposition to the rules after 
his League party came in first 
in elections to the European 
Parliament.

The ECB said that “should 
downside risks to growth ma-
terialize, financing costs for 
vulnerable sovereigns are like 

to increase which may unearth 
debt sustainability concerns.”

ECB Vice President Luis de 
Guindos said that the eco-
nomy’s performance would be 
key to financial stability. The 
central bank still expects grow-
th to pick up in coming mon-

ths after a period of weakness. 
But it cautioned that external 
threats such as trade tensions 
could undermine that. Weaker 
growth saps tax revenues that 
help governments pay off 
bonds, and undermines bank 
profits as well.

“The environment is more 
challenging than six months 
ago,” de Guindos told jour-
nalists at a briefing after the 
release of the report. “A trade 
war is the main risk to the eco-
nomy globally.”

A dispute over tariffs and 
trade between the U.S. and 
China has unsettled the global 
business environment throu-
gh fears of higher import ta-
xes that could slow trade and 
growth.

Italy’s debt is connected to 
the banking system because 
banks hold Italian bonds and 
their finances could take a hit 
from a fall in the bonds’ value 
or default. Banks are key to the 
eurozone economy since that is 
where companies get credit to 
operate and expand. Troubles 
over Italian debt played a large 
role in the eurozone’s debt cri-
sis in 2010-2012, threatening 
to break up the currency union 
and helping topple the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi in 2011.

The European Commis-
sion, charged with enforcing 

the debt and deficit limits 
that come with joining the 
19-country euro, has sparred 
with Italy over the govern-
ment’s push to run larger de-
ficits, spend more and cut ta-
xes. The ECB report contained 
a chart showing Italy as an 
outlier among indebted coun-
tries, with high borrowing  
needs through 2020 and low 
growth compared to interest 
costs, a gap that can help debt 
snowball. Italy has failed to 
significantly reduce a heavy 
debt burden that amounted 
to 132% of GDP at the end of 
last year due to years of slow 
growth.

The European Commission 
meanwhile sent the Italian 
government a letter asking it 
to clarify why it had not made 
sufficient progress in reducing 
debt. A commission spokes-
person confirmed that the le-
tter asks for a response by the 
close of business today.

Salvini, emboldened by his 
party’s gains in European par-
liamentary elections, said that 
his party’s first proposal in 
Brussels will be to propose a 
new role for the ECB as a gua-
rantor of government debt. He 
is also pressing his proposal 
for a flat tax and challenging 
EU budget rules, saying spen-
ding should be loosened to 
boost growth and allow more 
government investment in 
things like schools. AP
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this day in history

A New Hampshire man got a big surprise as he went 
to close up his iPad. A bat was wedged between the 
back of the device and its cover and bit his finger.

Roy Syvertson, of South Hampton, tells WMUR-TV it 
felt like a bee sting at first. When he realized he was 
dealing with a bat, he pressed down on the cover to 
keep it from flying away.

The 86-year-old managed to get the bat outside but 
later found him dead. It turned out that the bat was 
rabid. Syvertson went to the hospital for rabies treat-
ments.

When asked how the bat got into his house and iPad 
case last week, Syvertson had a ready-made response.

He quipped: “My joke of, ‘He probably knew my 
password,’ won’t last forever.”

 Offbeat
man bitten by rabid bat hiding 
between ipad and case

US playwright Arthur Miller has been convicted of 
contempt of Congress.

The conviction relates to an investigation last year by 
the House of Representatives’ Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC) into a Communist conspiracy to mi-
suse American passports.

During the investigation 41-year-old Mr Miller, who is 
married to Hollywood movie star Marilyn Monroe, refu-
sed to reveal the names of alleged Communist writers 
with whom he had attended five or six meetings in New 
York in 1947.

He was said to be co-operative in all other aspects 
of the hearing but told the committee his conscience 
would not permit him to give the names of others and 
bring possible trouble to them.

The guilty verdict was announced in a 15-page “opi-
nion” today by Federal Judge McLaughlin who presi-
ded over a six-day trial, which ended last week.

During the trial Mr Miller’s counsel, Joseph Rauh, had 
claimed that the questions his client had refused to 
answer had no reasonable connection with a passpor-
ts inquiry.

He argued that the committee had simply wanted to 
expose the playwright and that “exposure for exposu-
re’s sake” was illegal.

But Judge McLaughlin found that HUAC did have a 
valid legislative purpose in looking into the passport 
regulations and that Mr Miller had indeed experienced 
his own difficulties in obtaining a passport from the Sta-
te Department.

The trial was told by the government that Mr Miller had 
joined the Communist party in 1943 but this was denied 
by the defendant who said that to the best of his belief 
he had never been a party member.

He did, however say that “there were two short pe-
riods - one in 1940 and one in 1947 - when I was suffi-
ciently close to Communist Party activities so that so-
meone might honestly have thought that I had become 
a member”.

Mr Miller was not in court when the guilty verdict was 
announced. The maximum punishment for contempt of 
Congress is one year in jail, a fine of £357 or both.

No date was fixed for sentencing but it is understood 
the case will automatically go to appeal.

After the trial Mr Miller, who will remain on bail pen-
ding the next legal step, said through a spokesman: “I 
have no comment to make, nor has my wife.”

The case is now bound to call into question the whole 
system of Congressional inquiries and their impinge-
ment on individual rights.

Courtesy BBC News

1957 arthur miller guilty 
  of contempt

in context
The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) was set up in 
1938 to investigate fascists as well as communists within federal govern-
ment.
In 1947 it turned its attention to the arts. A group of writers, directors 
and actors known as the Hollywood Ten were subsequently convicted of 
contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions about their political 
beliefs
They were blacklisted by Hollywood and over the course of the next 10 
years some 320 people were barred from work in the film studios over 
their alleged membership of the Communist party.
A few weeks after the Miller case, John Watkins won an appeal in the 
Supreme Court quashing a similar conviction.
On 7 August 1958, after a two-year legal battle to clear his name, Wash-
ington’s Court of Appeals quashed Miller’s conviction for contempt of 
Congress.
As more convictions of contempt were quashed by the courts of appeal, 
the committee’s influence declined and it was abolished in 1975.

TV canal macau
friday

saturday

13:00
13:30
15:00
15:45
16:05
16:35
17:30
18:00
18:50
19:25
19:35
20:30
21:15
21:50
22:15
23:15
23:50
01:20
02:05

10:30
11:05
11:10
11:30
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:30
15:25
16:15
17:00
17:30
18:15
19:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
23:15
23:50
00:10
01:15
02:05

TDM News (Repetição)
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
Água de Mar
Zig Zag
Portugueses Sem Fronteiras
Quem Quer Ser Milionário
Tempos Modernos
Amor Maior (Repetição)
TDM Talk Show (Repetição)
Livros com João Guedes (Repetição)
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
Telejornal
Semana Internacional
Viagens em Série - Estreia
Amor Maior
TDM News
Daqui P´rá Frente
Telejornal (Repetição)
RTPi Directo

Zig Zag
Purple Devil
Chai Chai
Portugal Selvagem
Visita Guiada Sr.3
Ingrediente Secreto
TDM News (Repetição)
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
Amor Maior (Repetição)
Janela Indiscreta
Hora dos Portugueses Sr.2
Animais Anónimos
Joker
Sinais de Vida
Semana Internacional (Repetição)
O Contrato Sr.2 - Estreia
Telejornal
Uma Noite Fora do Palácio
TDM News
Regatas Internacionais de Barcos-Dragão de Ma-
cau 2019 - Resumo
Cá Por Casa
Telejornal (Repetição)

cinema
cineteatro
30 May

GODZILLA II: KING OF THE MONSTERS
room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15. 9:45pm
Director: Michael Dougherty
Starring: Kyle Chandler, Vera Farmiga, Millie Bobby Brown
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 131min

DOG’S JOURNEY
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Gail Mancuso
Starring: Josh Gad, Dennis Quaid, Kathryn Prescott
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min

ALADDIN
room 3
2:30, 4:45,7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Guy Ritchie
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Start of a Dickens title; 6- Norse god; 10- Concordes, e.g.; 14- 

Athenian lawgiver; 15- Game of chance; 16- ___ for the long haul; 17- Raccoon 
relative; 18- 1996 Tony-winning musical; 19- Look ___ hands!; 20- Giant Mel; 
21- Leaping insect; 24- Vacuum bottle; 26- You got that right!; 27- Feed bag 
morsel; 28- Like beaches; 30- Come off as; 33- Alter; 35- Santa ___ winds; 
38- Experiment; 40- Small island; 41- Neighbor of Chad; 43- Decade divs.; 44- 
Deer horn; 47- Breakfast area; 48- Fencing blades; 49- Nav. rank; 51- Ukraine 
port; 54- One more; 58- Rivalry; 61- Roman greeting; 62- “The Time Machine” 
people; 63- Constantly; 64- Finished, terminated; 66- Entr’___; 67- Boot 
bottom; 68- Deep black; 69- Lack; 70- Very, in Vichy; 71- “Inferno” writer;
 
DOWN: 1- Cravat; 2- Fang, e.g.; 3- Winged; 4- Destiny; 5- Mystery; 6- Gumbo 
pods; 7- Barely passing grades; 8- Travelers’ stops; 9- Naught; 10- Just; 11- 
Ginger cookies; 12- Fungal infection; 
13- Bedtime request; 22- Campus 
military org.; 23- Of yore; 25- Capital 
of Italia; 28- Leaves port; 29- Initial 
stake; 30- Pig’s digs; 31- Stumble; 
32- Sue Grafton’s “___ for Evidence”; 
34- Despise; 35- Many moons ___; 
36- Modern prefix; 37- Vessel built by 
Noah; 39- Memory failure; 42- Part of 
MIT; 45- Most tidy; 46- Gambling haven; 
48- Spotted; 50- Don’t bother; 51- The 
Pacific, for example; 52- Soft; 53- Act 
badly; 54- Buenos ___; 55- Sported; 
56- It happens; 57- Color anew; 59- 
Songwriter Novello; 60- Prefix with 
conference; 65- Magic org.;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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YOUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your drive and motivation are 
everything right now — and you 
should find that your energy is best 
spent sparingly. Focus it all in one 
direction and you should see great 
dividends soon!

April 20-May 20
Try not to worry all that much about 
your emotional state — you are 
sure to feel more grounded early 
on today. In fact, you may find that 
what felt like a burden is actually a 
blessing!

Taurus

May 21-Jun. 21
Watch out for new rules — especially 
those that come from people you 
know and trust! It’s hard for you to 
accept authority when it’s so close to 
home, but for now you may be better 
off letting it happen.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Things are looking up, most likely 
— but if this seems wrong to you, 
then that means it’s time for a quick 
adjustment to your perspective! 
You’ve got the means to pull up out 
of any rut.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your confidence and righteousness 
may rub others the wrong way 
today, so try to wrap then up in a 
big blanket of humility. It may feel 
weird, but it’s the best way to get 
others to notice.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your romantic energy is heightened 
today, so if you’re single, get out 
there! If you’re already seeing 
someone, it may be time to get more 
serious. Whatever you do, have fun 
with it!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your past is not as distant as you 
would like — someone or something 
comes back to haunt you today. It 
may be that it ends up as nothing 
much to fret over, but you may have 
to work to make it right.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your plans are great — but you need 
to take action on them! Start today, 
even if it’s just something small. 
You should be able to make serious 
progress, but only if you actually get 
to work.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You are always true to your values — 
even when you can feel them start to 
change, as they are today. You should 
be able to make sense of it all by the 
time you’re through this phase, 
though it may take some work.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You can work all night if you must 
— but the odds are that you don’t 
really need to. Things are looking 
good, and you should find that your 
energy is stable for as long as you 
need it to be.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Life is easy right now — maybe too 
much so! You need to make sure that 
you’re asking the right questions and 
checking in with the right people in 
order to make the most of this great 
time.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You feel the walls start to close in 
on you — and no, you’re not going 
insane. It’s just that new rules are 
starting to make themselves known, 
and you may need to just cope with 
new restrictions — for now.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CHELSEA 4, ARSENAL 1

FOR Eden Hazard, 
it was the perfect 

goodbye. For Petr 
Cech, it was a painful 
way to retire.

Hazard scored twi-
ce past his former 
teammate as Chelsea 
sliced through Arsenal 
in the second half of 
the Europa League fi-
nal yesterday, netting 
four times in the space 
of 23 minutes to win 
4-1 in a London derby 
played far from home.

The Belgian then 
confirmed that he is 
likely to leave the club 
this summer, amid wi-
despread speculation 
about a move to Real 
Madrid.

“I think it is a goo-
dbye but in football 
you never know,” Ha-
zard told British broa-
dcaster BT Sport.

After a drab first 
half, Chelsea took con-
trol in the 49th minu-
te when Olivier Giroud 
met Emerson’s pass 
with a diving header 
into the net. It was the 
French striker’s 11th 

goal in 14 games in the 
Europa League this 
season.

Pedro doubled the 
lead when he found 
space in the penal-
ty area in the 60th to 
stroke in a cut-back 
pass from Hazard. It 
was soon 3-0 when 
Hazard converted a 
penalty after Ainsley 
Maitland-Niles — the 
only English player to 
start the all-English 
final — shoved Giroud 
in the box.

Two minutes after 
coming off the bench, 
Alex Iwobi punished 
Chelsea for a poor 
clearance with a volley 
from the edge of the 
box to make it 3-1 in 
the 69th.

But Arsenal’s hopes 
of a comeback were 
extinguished three mi-
nutes later when Ha-
zard and Giroud tea-
med up again. Hazard 
first passed the ball to 
Giroud and then kno-
cked his flicked cross 
past Cech, the veteran 
goalkeeper who was 
playing his final game 
before retiring. AP

EUROPA LEAGUE

Hazard scores 2 
as Chelsea beats 
Arsenal in final

FOOTBALL

Salah seeking 
redemption in 
Champions League final
Steve Douglas

Sunday, 3:00am 
Tottenham v Liverpool 
H 4.45, D 3.75, A 1.95

HIS left shoulder in a sling, 
Mohamed Salah stood in 
a line at the airport in Kiev 
with the rest of Liverpool’s 

disappointed players as they made 
their way back from the Champions 
League final last year.

Heads were down. No one really 
wanted to talk. It was a fairly melan-
cholic scene.

Salah had more reason to be angry 
than anyone.

Toward the end of the first half of 
the match against Real Madrid the 
previous night, Salah had been wrest-
led to the ground by Sergio Ramos 
and ended up spraining ligaments in 
his shoulder. A tearful Salah was for-
ced to come off , with the score 0-0, 
and Liverpool went on to lose 3-1.

It was an unfair way for the best year 
of Salah’s career to finish. He, like his 
teammates, didn’t want the journey 
to end like that.

“There were a lot of different emo-
tions in our head, obviously,” Liver-
pool manager Juergen Klopp said 
this week as he recalled the journey 
home from Kiev. “But the plan was, 
we come again. That we will be there 
again.”

Somehow, Liverpool is there again, 
heading back to the final of the big-
gest club competition in world soccer 
— this time against English rival To-
ttenham in Madrid tomorrow (Sun-
day, 3am).

It might not be against Madrid — 
and Ramos — but Salah has gotten 
his chance for redemption.

Things are slightly different for the 
Egypt forward this time, though.

No longer is he the standout name 
on the Liverpool team sheet, unlike 
this time last year when his 44 goals 
in 52 games established him not only 
as the team’s star player but one of 
the most coveted in the world.

He has been upstaged this season by 
defender Virgil van Dijk, English soc-
cer’s player of the year; Sadio Mane, 
the Senegal forward who has enjoyed 
easily the most prolific season of his 
career with 22 Premier League goals; 
even Liverpool’s lauded full backs, 
Trent Alexander-Arnold and Andrew 
Robertson, who contributed 23 as-
sists between them in the league this 
season.

They were the four Liverpool players 
who made it into the Premier League 
team of the year for the 2018-19 sea-
son. Salah’s name was conspicuous 
by its absence, even though he ended 
up tied as top scorer with Mane and 
Arsenal forward Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang.

Still, few would bet against Salah 
making the difference at the Santiago 
Bernabeu Stadium. After all, he is a 
player who has relished the big occa-
sion in his two years at Liverpool.

One stands out more than any other 
this season.

Liverpool headed into its last Cham-
pions League group game needing 
to beat Napoli at Anfield to qualify. 
Salah delivered, scoring a goal that 
has almost become his trademark as 
he turned on the edge of the penalty 
area, danced round another defender 
and rolled in a finish.

In terms of a “wow” factor, it doesn’t 
beat his 30-meter blast that sealed a 
2-0 win over Chelsea in the Premier 
League in April, but the goal against 
Napoli was undoubtedly the most 
significant of Salah’s 26 for Liverpool 
this season.

Coming in the Champions League, 
it also kept alive his dream of aven-
ging that night in Kiev.

In any other year, scoring 26 goals 
— and retaining the Golden Boot, or 
at least a part of it — would count as 
a successful season. But Salah set the 
bar so high in his debut season at An-
field that his output this time around 
feels slightly underwhelming.

Certainly the consistency of his per-
formance levels has oscillated, maybe 
because Klopp has placed extra em-
phasis on keeping it tight at the back 
this season, which means Liverpool 
hasn’t been in all-out attack mode 
like for much of 2017-18. AP
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Relics of fatima child saints 
stolen fRom italian chuRch

The relics of two Fatima child saints have 
been stolen from a church in Verona while 
they were traveling on a pilgrimage tour in 
Italy.

The Rev. Andrea Ronconi said yesterday 
that small pieces of clothing belonging to the 
Portuguese shepherd children made saints 
in 2017 were stolen Wednesday. Police were 
looking for two suspects.

Ronconi, priest at the Jesus Christ Divine 

Worker parish, said he was “heartbroken and 
mortified” by the theft, which also included 
copies of a crown and rosary of the Fatima 
Virgin Mary statue.

Francisco and Jacinta Marto, who repor-
ted visions of the Virgin Mary more than 100 
years ago, were declared saints on May 13, 
2017. The Portuguese town of Fatima has be-
come one of the world’s most important Ca-
tholic shrines.
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CSR the PR tool vS 
tRanSPaRent exteRnalitieS

With the retendering process for the gaming licenses 
on the horizon, incumbent concessionaires are infor-
ming the public about what they are doing to support 
the local community. 

There are many worthwhile projects, not all of whi-
ch are directly related to the business models of the 
gaming companies: the upskilling of personnel through 
training, experience and promotional opportunities; su-
pporting local SMEs through preferred-supplier status 
and advice on quality standards and efficient operating 
systems; direct community work with the aged, and the 
physically and mentally challenged; scholarship en-
dowments; financial and in-kind gifting to NGOs and 
charities. Recently we have seen all six gaming con-
cessionaires, with Nam Kwong Group juxtaposed into 
the mix, as co-organisers and financial supporters (to 
the tune of MOP18 million+) of the Art Macao 2019. 

Activities that enhance business operations and a re-
turn on investment such as upskilling staff and suppliers 
are self-sustaining, as there is little argument against 
spending shareholder’s funds for these returns. Howe-
ver, gifting and other forms of community outreach are 
not self-perpetuating unless there are philosophical, 
regulatory or risk minimization reasons to do so. 

CSR can be an insurance against losing communi-
ty and actual licence to operate, particularly if there is 
recognition that there are disadvantages to the public 
from those businesses. These externalized costs are 
rarely made transparent, although the existence of sus-
tainability programs does acknowledge damage being 
done. 

Were there no externalized costs – costs that busi-
nesses do not directly bear themselves and impose 
on a community, the natural environment, or publicly 
owned infrastructure – there would be no need to focus 
on sustainability. Just as “a pain-free dentist” implies 
there is normally pain, programs that work towards 
sustainable business models imply the existing ones 
are not sustainable. Businesses can maximise profits 
by off-loading indirect costs and forcing negative effec-
ts elsewhere; the more costs can be externalized, the 
greater the profit.

These costs include air, water, land, light and noise 
pollution, underpaying suppliers, poor working condi-
tions or toxic management leading to physical, emo-
tional and psychological harm which are then borne 
by the local public health system, addictive behaviou-
rs, customer numbers breaching the capacity of local 
utilities and waste management systems that subse-
quently dump waste into the natural environment, or 
burn it, or export it…the list goes on. 

We, as individuals, also externalise costs that allow us 
to live sanitised, time-wealthy lives. Our urban lifestyles 
have divorced us from the impacts of the way we live. 
We don’t have to deal directly with the stuff that we don’t 
want or the waste we produce. We reckon – evidently 
wrongly – that someone else is managing it. If we were 
in direct contact with what we use from a product’s crad-
le to grave – the farmer’s soil, the abattoirs, the proces-
sing, the packaging, the transport - and if we had to be 
self-sufficient in handling our own waste - nightsoil re-
moval, waste sorting and water purification - we might 
reconsider what we use as we would be fully aware of 
the range of external costs that a community bears for 
individuals and businesses. Clearly, people are losing 
touch with their environment and self-sufficiency when 
they rely on official storm warnings to prepare raincoats 
for their children rather than look out the window before 
leaving for school. 

Publicity about CSR tells us the good that companies 
have done, but companies also need to take accoun-
tability for the burdens imposed by their externalities, 
even if the public can’t see them. Transparency about 
what is happening at the interface where waste and 
bi-products leave the business would show true cor-
porate responsibility: how much and where it ultimately 
ends up, whether is reused (upcycled back into the 
value chain) and how much of it is dumped, wasted 
or pollutes. 

Blindingly insufficient is the concept of customers 
being responsible for reducing, reusing or (ridiculously) 
recycling. Responsible suppliers design externalities 
out of their systems.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

MALAYSIA The practice 
of advanced countries 
such as the U.S., Canada 
and Japan sending their 
non-recyclable waste 
to poorer countries is 
“grossly unfair” and 
should stop, Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad said yesterday.

RUSSIA and Japan have 
accused each other of 
military buildups as their 
foreign and defense 
ministers met in Tokyo for 
talks that failed to make 
progress on decades-long 
island disputes.

INDIA Narendra Modi 
has been sworn in for a 
second term as India’s 
prime minister after an 
overwhelming election 
victory for his Hindu 
nationalist party in a 
country of 1.3 billion 
people seeking swift 
economic change.

PERSIAN GULF Saudi 
Arabia’s foreign minister 
Ibrahim al-Assaf (pictured] 
urged Muslim nations to 
confront with “all means of 
force and firmness” recent 
attacks in the Persian Gulf 
that U.S. and some Arab 
officials have blamed on 
Iran.

TRUMP President Donald 
Trump blasted special 
counsel Robert Mueller 
yesterday, calling him a 
“never Trumper” who led 
a biased investigation on 
Russia’s interference in the 
2016 election and failed to 
investigate his opponents 
who didn’t want Trump to 
be president.

Chinese, US TV hosts go 
head-to-head on trade 
after twitter spat
Karen Leigh

A Fox Business Ne-
twork host and a 

broadcaster for Chinese 
state television sparred 
over key trade issues on a 
live debate broadcast by 
the U.S. network, after 
their online fight went 
viral on Chinese social 
media.

Liu Xin, a host for sta-
te-run channel China 
Global Television Ne-
twork who appeared 
from Beijing, said early 
on that she didn’t “have 
any insider information.” 
She also clarified Fox 
host Trish Regan’s mis-
conception that she is a 
member of China’s ruling 
Communist Party.

Her appearance, which 
took the form of an in-
terview, came as Chine-
se state media increases 
its anti-U.S. rhetoric, 
running commentaries 
urging unified resistance 
to foreign pressure. The 
two engaged in a conver-
sation about major issues 
in the ongoing trade war 
between their two gover-
nments.

In response to a ques-
tion from Regan, Liu said 
tariffs should be lifted al-
together.

“I think that would be 
a wonderful idea, don’t 
you think? For Ameri-
can consumers produc-
ts from China would be 

even cheaper, and for 
consumers in China pro-
ducts from America wou-
ld so much cheaper too.”

Regan asked what if the 
condition for Huawei Te-
chnologies Co. doing bu-
siness in the U.S. was that 
it shared its technologi-
cal secrets. Liu said that 
would be fine - if Huawei 
was paid for it. U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump 
blacklisted Huawei in a 
bid to stymie its access 
to the U.S. market earlier 
this month and is wei-
ghing similar restrictions 
on as many as five other 
Chinese technology fir-
ms.

“No one wants a trade 
war, yet we have to think 
about the next steps,” 

Regan said at the close 
of the segment, while Liu 
invited the Fox anchor to 
China for further discus-
sion.

A war of words between 
the two quickly spread 
on Chinese social plat-
forms last week after Re-
gan said on her show that 
America had no choice 
but to wage a trade war 
against China.

After a Twitter exchan-
ge, Regan issued a deba-
te invitation to Chinese 
state television and the 
Communist Party-affilia-
ted Global Times urged 
the hosts to set a date.

Posts about the fight 
had 260 million views 
and generated more than 
53,000 comments on 
popular Chinese micro-
-blogging site Sina Wei-
bo by the time it aired 
yesterday [Macau time] 
in the U.S. Many Chinese 
social media users were 
cheering for Liu, who has 
regularly accused Regan 
of playing fast and loose 
with facts about China-
-U.S. trade tensions.

CGTN said it initially 
intended to broadcast 
the exchange in Chi-
na but couldn’t because 
Fox held the copyright. 
Trump is a notoriously 
avid fan and promoter of 
Fox News. But there was 
no indication that he had 
put Regan up to the de-
bate. Bloomberg
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 Posts 
about the 
fight had 
260 million 
views and 
generated 
more than 
53,000 
comments 
on Sina 
Weibo 


