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CASINOS REMAIN HOTBED
FOR SMOKING VIOLATIONS
The Health Bureau says
casinos were the biggest
source of smoking rule
violations this year

AL COMMITTEE REVIEWS
SEVERITY OF LRT FINES

The gov’t proposed violations
carry a MOP10,000 fine, but the
committee suggested they should
be categorized
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“THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’”

WORLD BRIEFS

CHINA yesterday
launched a rocket

from a mobile platform
at sea for the first

time, sending five
commercial satellites
and two others
containing experimental
technology into space.
More on p11

CHINA President Xi
Jinping is talking up
the Chinese economy’s
resilience as he heads
to Moscow for a

state visit affirming
increasingly close ties
between the former
Cold War rivals.

More on p11

KOREA South Korea
said yesterday the
North has so far ignored
its calls for joint efforts
to stem the spread

of highly contagious
African swine fever
following an outbreak
near North Korea’s
border with China.

INDIA officials say
they will airdrop
mountaineers at a

site on a Himalayan
mountain where pilots
spotted five bodies
while searching for a
missing team of foreign
climbers.

-

AUSTRALIA Lawyers
for the most senior
Roman Catholic found
guilty of child sex abuse
argued in his appeal
yesterday that he could
not have molested

two choirboys in an
Australian cathedral
undetected moments
after Sunday Masses
while he was dressed in
an archbishop’s robes.

More on backpage

AP PHOTO

China accused of ‘fake
news’ in GBA coverage
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LABOR LAW

Maternity leave extended to 70 days

a P2 EXCO
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Proposal would extend maternity
leave, resolve overlappmg holidays

Julie Zhu

HE Executive Council has

completed its discussion on
the proposed amendments for
the labor relations law and mi-
nimum wage law, deciding to es-
tablish paternity leave, holiday
compensation for overlapping
holidays, a minimum wage in-
crease and more days of paid
maternity leave, among other
reforms.

Fathers can take five days of
paid paternity leave before the
birth of their child or within 30
days of their child being born.
To be eligible, fathers must have
been in an employment rela-
tionship with their employer for
more than one year.

It has been suggested that ma-
ternity leave should increase
from the current 56 days to 70
days. The regulation has a tran-
sitional period. Mothers who
give birth to a child within three
years of the law coming into
effect and have been in an em-
ployment relationship with their
employer for more than one
year will be entitled to 56 days
of paid maternity leave provided
by their employer. The SAR go-
vernment will compensate mo-
thers for an additional 14 days
maximum, providing mothers
with 70 days of paid maternity

WE CORRECT

leave all together.

The government compensa-
tion will only be afforded to lo-
cal residents. Employers will
be responsible for all 70 days
of maternity leave of non-local
workers.

The amendment proposes that
employers should compensate
employees with a day of leave
when a public holiday overlaps
with a mandatory holiday. When
a weekend and a public holiday
overlap the day will be regarded

as just a mandatory holiday, in
which case employees should be
compensated with a day off wi-
thin 30 days.

Furthermore, approximate-
ly 30,000 workers will benefit
from the minimum wage in-
crease. There are 55,400 peo-
ple in Macau, including non-lo-
cals, who are earning less than
the newly proposed minimum
wage. Of them, about 25,400 are
domestic helpers.

It has been proposed that com-

pensation for working on a man-
datory holidays should be made
within three months, instead of
30 days as it is currently.

Compensation for work on
weekends or public holidays can
also be decided based on written
agreements between employers
and employees. This compen-
sation can either be financial or
consist of compensation days.

Once the amendment is pas-
sed, it will come into effect as
soon as it is published in the go-
vernment official gazette.

It has been proposed that the
minimum wage be increased to
MOP32 per hour, or MOP6,656
per month, MOP1,536 per week,
and MOP256 per day.

The hourly salary for overtime
work is not allowed to be less
than the minimum wage, accor-
ding to the proposal.

Domestic helpers and workers
with disabilities are, once
again, noticeably excluded
from the minimum wage policy.
“The government, when re-
viewing domestic helpers’ em-
ployment applications, will list
requirements for the approval in
view of the market situation, so
that domestic helpers are [pro-
tected] with a salary criterion as
well,” said Ng Wai Han, deputy
director of the Labour Affairs
Bureau (DSAL).

According to Ng, the gover-
nment, when reviewing a do-
mestic helper’s employment
application, requires a mini-
mum salary of MOP3,000 for
employers. She also said that
the median wage of Macau’s do-
mestic helpers is MOP4,100.

“Domestic helpers’ employ-
ment is not like in other [in-
dustries] because it does not
involve [business] operation,”
Ng said. She further said that
domestic helpers’ employment
is not a business operation whi-
ch makes profits.

“Some workers with a disabili-
ty might have already been paid
with a salary higher than the mi-
nimum wage,” Ng added.

Most of the workers benefiting
from the increase in minimum
wage will be those working in
the manufacturing industry.

“[The] manufacturing indus-
try will see the greatest impact
because the increase is 2.8 per-
cent, followed by the catering
industry, in which the increase
is 1.93 percent. Wholesale and
retail industry will see a 0.82
percent increase, whereas the
hotel industry will see 0.05 per-
cent,” said Wong Chi Hong, di-
rector of the DSAL.

The bills will be voted on at the
Legislative Assembly in the near
future.

We refer to the news story with
the headline “South Shore Holdin-
gs demotes CEO, said to be scouting
buyer”, published on the website of
the Macau Daily Times on May 6,
2019, and on the print issue of the
same date, regarding the re-designa-
tion of the corporate position of Mr.
Walt Power at South Shore Holdings
Limited, the owning company of the
luxury Hotel “The 13” at the Macau
Cotai Strip.

Our newsroom has recently been
contacted by Mr. Walt Power with the
aim of clarifying possible inaccuracies
and misrepresentation of events due
to a subjective narrative on such news
story. Our newsroom has reviewed
the events portrayed therein and,
based on our findings, we would call
our readers’ attention to the following
clarification:

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

1). “Many shareholders hold Power
personally responsible for the delays
and challenges that have affected the
opening of The13.”

The facts supporting of such affir-
mation, as far as Macau Daily Times
is aware, may only be attributed to
the source and author of the origi-
nal news, divulged at www.calvi-
nayre.com. Upon contacting Mr. Walt
Power, he mentioned not to have been
held personally responsible by any of
its shareholders for the performan-
ce of South Shore Holdings Limited,
but rather having received gestures
of gratitude for his services as CEO of
the company.

2). The use of the terms “removed”
and “demoted” in the headlines and
first sentence of the news story, whi-
le referring to Mr. Walt Power’s re-

PR ©

designation of corporate duties at
South Shore Holdings Limited, were
not the terms used on the press note
which the company issued to the pu-
blic.

Upon our review of the words on
the news story which referred to the
change of corporate positions of Mr.
Walt Power in South Shore Holdings
Limited, we found no other expres-
sion publicly used by such company
other than “re-designation” - na-
mely, the press release of May 2,
2019 is clear on the employment of
such term. Therefore, the terms used
on the original news story “removed”
and “demoted” are viewed by the Ma-
cau Daily Times as a subjective qua-
lification. Furthermore, upon con-
tacting Mr. Power in this regard, he
mentioned that the re-designation of
his corporate position had been dis-

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho
MANAGING EDITOR _Daniel Beitler

cussed and mutually agreed with the
company.

3). “His influence on future decision-
making is likely to be non-existent”.

As Mr. Walt Power remains a mem-
ber of the board of directors of Sou-
th Shore Holdings Limited, and no
claim to the contrary is known to
have been made by any other corpo-
rate directors or shareholders of the
same company, we repute the above
quoted affirmation as an opinion of
the original author of the news story
at Calvinayre.

Considering the foregoing, we here-
by address our sincere apologies to
our readers and, particularly, to Mr.
Walt Power, whose professional re-
putation was undeservingly questio-
ned. Paulo Coutinho
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ENVIRONMENT

Gov’t bureau displeased,
foresees tougher time ahead

Staff reporter

HE Environmental

Protection Bureau

(DSPA) issued the

“Macau Environmen-
tal Condition Report 2018” yes-
terday, on World Environment
Day.

In the report, the DSPA ad-
mitted that it was not satisfied
with the environmental con-
ditions of the city. As both the
level of consumption and emis-
sions rose, the Bureau foresees
the city’s environment facing
mounting challenges.

The annual report documen-
ts the state of, and changes to,
various aspects of the environ-
ment in Macau, including the
air and water quality, and the
volume of solid waste produ-
ced.

It concluded that the amount
of solid waste had increased in
2018, compared with the data
from 2017. However, as the
population of the city rose, the
average solid waste disposal
amount was similar to that in
2017.

The DSPA noted that the sco-
pe of recyclable materials was
expanded, while more locations
for recyclable collection were
added. The rate of recycling in

CRIME

BLOOMBERG

2018 is 22.1%, the same as in
2017.

It should be noted that the
DSPA has pledged to lower
waste disposal amount per ca-
pita.

The land area of green spa-

ces managed by the Municipal
Affairs Bureau stood unchan-
ged in 2018 from the previous
year. Last year Macau saw the
addition of a piece of reclaimed
land connecting the peninsula
with the new Bridge, and so the

LEFE M

green land area per capita de-
creased slightly.

The number of tree and plant
species on sidewalk recorded
no change in 2018, but the
number of trees recorded a rise,
attributed to replanting efforts

following the passage of dea-
dly Typhoon Hato in 2017. The
number of trees has still not re-
turned to its pre-Hato level.

Macau has also become a
noisier city. Out of the six noi-
se measuring stations citywi-
de, three, namely the Shek Pai
Wan, Rua Correia da Silva, and
the Ecological Zone stations,
recorded louder noise on avera-
ge. There were more loud noise
reports in 2018 than in 2017.

In terms of air quality, over
92% of all days last year recor-
ded “Good” or “Fair” air quali-
ty. The main pollutant in 2018
was ozone, with the density of
sulfur dioxide and of carbon
monoxide recording a drop.

Additionally, the average den-
sity of nitrogen dioxide was
above standard at both roadsi-
des and residential areas. The
DSPA attributed the poor qua-
lity to emissions from vehicles
and power plants.

With regards to the greenhou-
se gas level, the emission esti-
mate for 2017 was 11.4% higher
than that for 2016. It was attri-
buted to the 60% increase in lo-
cal power production.

In contrast, the density of
PM10 and of PM2.5 were ave-
ragely lower than the standard
level.

Water quality and nutrition
level were positive in 2018.
Water in the Inner Harbor area
recorded a higher nutrient le-
vel.

Educational and promotio-
nal activities on environmental
protection decreased in num-
ber last year, but the overall
number of participants grew.

Casinos remain hotbed
for smoking violations

E Grand Lisboa
casino was identified
by the Health Bureau
(SSM) as one of the sites
with the highest number
of infractions for alleged
smoking rule violations
last month, the bureau
noted in a statement.
Data from the bureau
showed that casinos
were the biggest sour-
ce of the city’s reported
smoking rule violations
during the first five
months of the year.
Regarding casinos’
compliance with the
law, from January 1 to
May 31, 724 inspections
were carried out jointly
by the SSM and the Ga-
ming Inspection and
Coordination Bureau.
The number of joint
inspections  increased
when compared to the
same period of last year.

The joint patrols were
conducted on the ga-
ming floors of integra-
ted resorts and resulted
in hundreds of instan-
ces of alleged smoking
rule violations which
have already been acted
upon. All individuals
who smoked in forbid-
den places were prose-
cuted, the Health Bu-
reau said.

In May alone, the
most popular places for
smoking infractions in-
cluded the Grand Lisboa
casino, Seaview Garden
Leisure Zone and China
Plaza.

At these sites, 530 ins-
pections were carried
out and 124 notices were
issued, with a prosecu-
tion rate of about 23.4%.

In addition, 2,510
complaints were regis-
tered, of which 2,498

cases related to illegal
smokers and 12 cases
referred to illegalities
regarding tobacco pro-
duct labels.

Regarding the origin
of offenders, 696 Ma-
cau residents were fined
(27.9%), 1,718 tourists
were fined (68.8%) and
84 offenses were com-
mitted by non-resident
workers (3.4%).

Meanwhile, regar-
ding the evaluation and
approval of the smoking
rooms of casinos, the
SSM received requests
from 35 casinos to licen-
se 597 smoking rooms,
of which 556 smoking
rooms were authorized
in 31 casinos up untill
May 31.

The SSM has called on
the staff of areas whe-
re smoking infractions
are ongoing to exercise
their powers under Law
No 5/2011 (Smoking
Prevention and Con-
trol Scheme), ensuring
that the provisions on
smoking prohibition are
implemented by estab-
lishments. LV

CRIME

Man unhappy with
renovation work
stabs neighbor

local man has

been  arrested
after stabbing his
neighbor because he
was unhappy with
his neighbor’s reno-
vation project, the
Judiciary Police (PJ)
reported yesterday.
The suspect is a
45-year-old Macau
local resident and
the victim is in his
60s. Both men live
on Rua da Bacia Sul
in Fai Chi Kei.
The victim sustai-
ned injuries to his
head, arms and other
places on his body.
According to the PJ,
in August of last year
while the victim’s
house was being re-
novated, the suspect,
who lives one floor
below the victim,

complained  about
the renovation work
multiple times, even
damaging the door
of the victim’s house.
The victim reported
the case to the police
at the time.

However, on the
night of June 3, the
suspect, who was
likely under the in-
fluence of alcohol,
went to the victim’s
house with a knife
and caused the inju-
ries.

This is not the first
time the suspect has
committed a crime.
The police autho-
rity’s records show
that he had previou-
sly been sentenced
to several months
jail time for drug
consumption. JZ
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Aerial drone crashes
into St. Paul’s

A small drone with a camera attached

was found to have crashed into a stone
arch of the Ruins of St. Paul’s yesterday
afternoon. According to the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC), which dispatched a
staff member to assess the situation, it
was confirmed that the historical site had
suffered no damage. No one was injured
in the incident. The operator of the drone,
a tourist, has been detained by police as
he had not applied for a permit for the
activity. Earlier this year a ban on the use
of such drones was enforced in the vicinity
of cultural heritage sites such as the

Ruins of St. Paul’s. The IC said it has also
notified the Civil Aviation Authority about
the incident.

Non-resident
deposits slip 2.7%

Non-resident deposits fell 2.7% month-
to-month to MOP251 billion in April,
according to statistics issued by the
Monetary Authority of Macao, while
resident deposits grew slightly, up 0.5%
from the preceding month to MOP648.5
billion. Public sector deposits with the
banking sector increased 1% to MOP242
billion. As a result of these changes,
total deposits in the banking sector
dropped 0.1% from a month earlier

to MOP1,141.4 billion. The shares
denominated in MOP, HKD, RMB and
USD were 18.9%, 50.9%, 4.1% and
23.7% respectively.

AD b

Pereira Coutinho proposes praise
for former AL legal adviser

Renato Marques

AWMAKER José Pe-

reira Coutinho has sub-
mitted a proposal to the
president of the Legislative
Assembly (AL), Ho Iat Seng,
asking for the plenary to
approve a vote of praise re-
garding former legal advisor
Paulo Taipa.

The proposal comes after
the news on May 30 that the
former legal advisor, who
was dismissed by the AL at
the end of last year in a case
that gathered much atten-
tion, had been appointed
as the representative of the
Ministry of Internal Admi-
nistration (MAI) at the Na-
tional Elections Committee
in Portugal.

The proposal from Perei-
ra Coutinho was submitted
yesterday as a matter of ur-
gency.

In the proposal, Pereira
Coutinho notes the impor-
tance of the new position
and how the legal advisor
has served the Special Ad-

ministrative Region and na-
mely the AL for close to two
decades. He highlighted Tai-
pa’s contribution to a large
number of important laws,
rules and regulations appro-
ved and enforced during the
legal advisor’s 17-year tenu-
re.

The MALI is the Portugue-
se government department
responsible for public se-
curity, civil defense, electo-
ral administration, road tra-
ffic safety, and immigration
and refugee affairs.

The CNE is an independent
body of the Electoral Admi-
nistration comprising a ju-
dge appointed by the Supe-
rior Council of Magistrates,
six elected MPs, and three
government-appointed offi-
cials.

It supervises the proce-
dures of the registration of
voters and of the national
and local elections during its
tenure, namely the next le-
gislative election, which will
be held later this year on Oc-
tober 6.

Paulo Taipa

Art Alive, Art Macao.

Grand Opening

Today
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Standing Committee reviews
severity of LRT fines

Staff reporter

E Third Standing
Committee of the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL)
yesterday discussed a

petition submitted by six entities
in regards to the Employment
Agency Operation Law, as well
as the penalty structure for viola-
tions under the Light Rail Trans-
port System (LRT) Law.

During the meeting, committee
members discussed the types of
administrative violations that
should be covered in the law, as
well as their penalties.

The president of the commit-
tee, Vong Hin Fai, met with the
media after the meeting, which
took place behind closed doors.

Vong said that the committee
met with the government last
week, to discuss the LRT law for
the third time. The next meeting
will stage discussions between
groups of consultants from both
sides.

The main focus of committee
members during this meeting
was on penalties for adminis-

trative violations; specifically,
the severity of the penalties. Ac-
cording to Vong, Article 8 in the
“second working text,” which is
different from the “initial text”
available to the public, sets forth
penalties for passenger adminis-
trative violations.

There are seven types, inclu-
ding forcibly opening doors or
gates of stations or trains, litte-
ring distributing leaflets, asking
for donations, and “throwing any
objects at operational areas of
trains.”

The government had propo-

sed that all violations carry a
MOP10,000 fine, but the com-
mittee suggested these violations
be categorized into three types,
with each type warranting a dif-
ferent fine. For example, littering
would be considered a more se-
rious offense than the distribu-

tion of leaflets.

Vong stressed that the commit-
tee had not made any proposal as
to how much the respective fines
should be.

According to the latest informa-
tion from the government, the
LRT Taipa section is expected to
open by the end of the year.

Meanwhile, regarding the em-
ployment law, Vong stated that
on May 29, six entities connected
to foreign labor in Macau co-sig-
ned and submitted a petition to
the AL, with concerns about the
Employment Agency Operation
Law.

4 The
government
proposed all
violations on
the LRT carry
a MOP10,000
fine

The committee listened to a
group of consultants for com-
ment on the technicalities of the
petition. The petition was then
accepted by the committee, whi-
ch will meet with the six entities.
Vong, in response to a question
from the media, said that the
committee had not met with any
stakeholders in the industry.
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Matt Fleming

OULD Macau become

a destination for reli-

gious tourism? The ci-

ty’s hallowed past may
prove an important cog in its fu-
ture development.

It’'s Saturday evening. Compli-
mentary shuttle buses thrust wi-
de-eyed patrons into a skyline of
neon grandeur — preambles to the
glitz and glamor of a seemingly
endless array of entertainment
complexes. Taxis take visitors to
brightly lit hotels, while Chinese,
Portuguese and Western restau-
rants are packed to the rafters,
and there’s an overall sense of ex-
citement in the air.

Yet, this is not Macau'’s sole tou-
rism offering. In fact, culturally, it
could be argued that it’s not even
its most important. Far from the
bustling crowds of the entertain-
ment resorts that promise the
possibility of good fortune in the
future, there’s a myriad of glimp-
ses into the SAR’s rich religious
past — and some spiritual tra-
vellers, from across the globe, vi-
sit Macau for exactly this reason.
Be it for the Catholic relics, the
Buddhist temples or the Jesuit
statues — the city, with its pletho-
ra of sacred attractions, is a place
of reverence for visitors to enjoy
the aesthetic and historically fas-
cinating fruits of religion’s long
presence. Yet if it isn’t already,
can Macau become a destination
for religious tourism?

A PRECIOUS HERITAGE

The Historic Centre of Macau is
a UNESCO World Heritage site
— the old-world architecture, co-
bbled streets and dynamic mee-
ting of cultures serve to juxtapose
the rampant consumerism of its
famous entertainment resorts.
The cultural heart of this city is a
confluence of religious influence
dating back to the 16th century
when Catholic missionaries came
to study at St Paul’s College, the
first higher-education institution
founded by Jesuits serving the
Portuguese empire. They im-
posed revelation on a Buddhist,
Taoist, and folk religion-denomi-
nated populace and thus began
the SAR’s multi-colored, multi-
cultural religious history.

Nowadays, Macau is perhaps
more globally known for its bright
lights than its religious enlighten-
ment. And more attention than
ever is being focused on the futu-
re of its tourism industry from an
economic, cultural and spiritual
standpoint, with the city attrac-
ting more visitors than ever last
December with over 3.5 million
people arriving — the most in one
month on record.

The first quarter of 2019 saw
10.36 million visitors, a 21.1 per
cent increase year-on-year, with
numbers estimated to top 38
million tourists by the end of this
year, which would also be the big-
gest on record. With the comple-
tion of the Hong Kong—Zhuhai—
Macau Bridge last year, the influx
will only continue to increase — as
many as 40 million by the year
2025, according to the SAR’s tou-

RENATO MARQUES

The sacred

rism authorities.

Macau has a wealth of religious
history and is a city full of belie-
vers today. It is home to more
than 660,000 people, with arou-
nd 80% practicing Chinese folk
religions or Buddhism as of 2016.
The same survey found about
30,000 Roman Catholics — most
hailing from the Philippines or
Portugal — and more than 8,000
Protestants, with smaller groups
of Baha'is and Muslims.

Although many of Macau’s sig-
nificant religious fixtures and reli-
cs are denominationally Catholic,
they undoubtedly hold a broader
appeal as aesthetic and spiritual
fixtures that would appeal to both
secular and non-secular crowds.
This could also be said for reli-
gious events in the city, such as
the Procession of the Passion of
Our Lord, the God Jesus, Easter
and the Procession of Our Lady
of Fatima. Each is recognized as
a public holiday, situating Macau
uniquely in all of China as the
only city to observe such conces-
sions.

This is a huge boon to religious
participation — even in a peri-
phery sense — for residents and
tourists. Francisco Vizeu Pinhei-
ro, architect and Associate Pro-
fessor at the Faculty of Creative
Industries at Macau’s University
of St Joseph, said: “Some come
because it is a tradition. Others
because of the Asian environment
of traditions that were born in Eu-
rope, particularly in Portugal and
Spain and Italy after the Catholic
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Reformation, as an answer to the
Protestant Reformation. For Ca-
tholics, this reaction is manifest
in the baroque movement with
exuberant architecture, sculptu-
re, and painting.”

A SPIRITUALLY
UNIQUE CITY

A place’s value for religious
tourism is only as good as the
richness of its history and what
remains to observe this history
as a living construct. Thankfully,
Macau’s is one of the most unique
in this part of the world. While
the city’s Portuguese past is well
known, the ancient A-Ma Temple
stands as a testament to its Taoist
roots. Built in 1488, it is dedi-
cated to Matsu, the goddess of
fishermen and seafarers. Legend
tells that when the first Portugue-
se sailors landed near the temple
and asked the name of the place,
locals replied “A-Ma-Gau,” mea-
ning ‘bay of the goddess A-Ma’,
leading to the Portuguese naming
it Macau.

St Paul’s College would soon
cast its secular influence not just
over Macau, but the entire con-
tinent as it became the Catholic
epicentre of Asia. Macau’s most
famous attraction’s origin is one
that had far-reaching consequen-
ces that led the city becoming
what it is today with Portuguese
missionaries, merchants, and ex-
plorers — the first Westerners to
reach the Far East — landing in
Macau with the goal of creating
a base from which to proselytize.

The adjacent Church of St Paul’s
— then one of the largest in Asia —
was first laid down in 1580 and,
after suffering fire damage, was
subsequently rebuilt between
1602 and 1637 by Japanese cra-
ftsmen who had taken refuge in
Macau after suffering persecu-
tion in their homeland. Although
it was almost completely razed
during a fire in 1835, the iconic
ivory-colored stone facade survi-
ves to this day.

4 A place’s value
for religious
tourism is only
as good as the
richness of its
history

The ruins stand as one of the
city’s most enduring attractions
among a litany of significant
historical and religious fixtures.
Such is the exquisite nature of
the detail in this facade it offers a
challenging landmark for tourists
to dissect. During the 66-step as-
cent to the ruins — a pilgrimage in
itself — St Paul’s, for some tourists
and locals, represents a history of
enlightenment and a landmark
that signposts Macau’s rapid de-
velopment from then on.

With regards to religious tou-
rism, A-Ma Temple and St Paul’s
are wondrous constructs that ser-

AR of Macau

ve to inform historical — and spi-
ritual — context. However, they
are far from all Macau has to of-
fer. Loi Chi Pang, director of the
Macau Museum, says: “The ruins
of St Paul’s and A-Ma temple are
of course the most popular tourist
sites for first-time visitors. But it’s
highly recommended that touris-
ts wander along the Macau His-
torical Centre, which was added
to the World Heritage List. They
can also find many interesting
religious sites such as Kun Iam
Temple, Protestant Cemetery, St
Joseph’s Seminary and Church,
and St Dominic’s Church.”

NEOCLASSICAL
ATTRACTIONS

Some of the best examples of
neoclassical architecture in all
of Asia can be found in Macau:
16th-century St Lawrence’s Chur-
ch; the Holy House of Mercy’s
arcade, which was added to the
centuries-old building in 1905;
and St Joseph’s Seminary and
Church, whose elegant, grandio-
se baroque architecture accents
the more simplistic stylings of the
neoclassical seminary. One of the
most popular tourist attractions
in the city, Guia Chapel, which
rubs shoulders with tourist at-
traction Guia Lighthouse, boasts
beautiful frescoes which incorpo-
rate both Western and Chinese
influences — a duality that is rare
for any building originating in the
17th century.

Spiritual tourists also make pil-
grimages to the St Joseph’s Se-
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minary and Church, where some
of the most important relics in
Asian Christianity are housed.
The crowning jewel in this col-
lection is a bone from the arm
of St Francis Xavier, the patron
saint of missionaries and one of
the founders of the Jesuit order.
His work in India would see him
become deeply admired due to
his ability to work alongside the
poor with respect and humility.
He would go on to work in Ja-
pan, overseeing the translation
of many significant religious tex-
ts before eventually dying of fe-
ver on the island of Shangchuan
off the coast of Guangdong. His
body was later moved to Goa, In-
dia.

St Francis Xavier is one of the
most important religious figu-
res in all of Asia and his bone
in Macau has significance for
many. Before being moved to St
Joseph’s, the relic was kept at
the Chapel of St Francis Xavier,
a beautiful baroque fixture that
housed the bones of Christians
and priests from Japan until
they were moved to the Museum
of Sacred Art and Crypt at the
Ruins of St Paul’s.

Father Luis Sequeira, a Jesuit
priest in Macau, noted that there
are “a great number of churches
in this little territory” which are
“old and beautiful buildings.”

“From its beginning in 1557,

The Fesfivﬁ of the Drunken Dragon, a traditional folk festival in the city started by local fishmongers

N N

Macau’s population deeply iden-
tified with the Christian faith and
was even given the official name
of ‘City of the Name of God’. Sin-
ce those days, no city in Asia or
land of Taoism, Buddhism or
Shintoism has such an abundant
manifestation of Latin and Medi-
terranean Catholic churches.”

MORE THAN CHURCHES

Catholic and Portuguese in-
fluence is obvious in Macau and
its religious sites — but it’s far
from the whole story. Such is
the city’s potential for religious
tourism, it offers insight into a
pantheon of religious and folk
history. There are more than 40
temples across the SAR, inclu-
ding Lin Fung Temple, which was
built in 1592, its ornate facade
framing a courtyard of writhing
dragons. Then there is the temple
of Shi Gandang, one of only two
in the world, and Tou Tei Temple,
a network of temples with shrines
to a number of gods and goddes-
ses.

Some of Macau’s most popular
events bear a religious founda-
tion while broadly offering a fla-
vor of local culture — and they are
inclusionary, affording tourists
an opportunity to get involved.
The city’s famous feasts range
from the demure and serene, like
Shi Gandang, a celebration for
the family-orientated god Tou Tei

Ly

that sees Macau filled with the
smell of barbecues and sound of
firecrackers to the more raucous
Feast of the Drunken Dragon,
boasting lion dancing and plenty
of eating and drinking.

“Many religious events and fes-
tivals are still persevering in Ma-
cau,” said Loi. “One and a half
centuries ago, an artist from Dan-
zig — Eduard Hildebrandt — made
a painting in front of A-Ma Tem-
ple: a Cantonese opera performed
inside the shelter of bamboo. You
can still enjoy this unique event
at the same location nowadays.
Also, you can attend the Proces-
sion of Our Lady of Fatima on the
streets in May every year.”

THE BENEFITS OF
RELIGIOUS TOURISM
Tourism is a significant contri-
butor to economic growth and
development with more than
a billion people make interna-
tional trips every year, and reli-
gious tourism is one of the fastest
growing travel segments. Accor-
ding to the UNWTO (UN World
Tourism Organisation), tourists
take 600 million national and
international religious trips per
year. While major religious desti-
nations — such as Mecca in Sau-
di Arabia or the Wailing Wall in
Israel — account for roughly half
that number, less well-known si-
tes and gatherings are increasing

-
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in popularity.

Unlike some destinations, whi-
ch restrict entry or participation,
the religious relics, buildings, and
events in Macau are all there for
tourists to see, enjoy and disco-
ver. With so much to offer, it can
be argued the city is already a re-
ligious tourism destination. But
is it worth leveraging these assets
and increasing the SAR’s marke-
ting like such a destination?

Edmond Eh, professor at the
University of St Joseph’s Faculty
of Religious Studies, believes it
is. Noting that Macau is “growing
steadily as a tourist destination,”
with more than 35 million visitor
arrivals in 2018, primarily from
mainland China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and South Korea, he ar-
gued that an increase in religious
tourism would “greatly enhance
Macau as a destination for cultu-
ral purposes.”

“It would also help to attract
people who do not visit for lei-
sure or economic reasons,” Eh
said, “and provide an additional
reason for people to extend their
visit in Macau — and even to re-
visit Macau.

“Macau has a bright future as a
destination for religious tourism,”
he continued. “The majority of
the squares and buildings found
in its Historic Centre are asso-
ciated with significant religious
meaning. The city is able to pro-

mote greater historical and cultu-
ral understanding for the Chinese
people. The public celebration of
festivals from different religious
traditions so closely with each
other provide Macau with tre-
mendous potential. The city is in
a unique position to bear witness
to the values of religious diversity
and harmony in the world.”

Father Sequeira focuses more
on the religion aspect of religious
tourism: “Although it is a source
of attraction for many people and
a source of income for Macau, in
terms of the experience of faith, it
is only a first step. The churches,
the processions, the statues, and
the paintings are simply the be-
ginning. However, the Church in
Macau is preparing tourist guides
for many people coming from the
mainland so they can use them in
preparation for knowing and be-
lieving in God.”

Loi looks beyond the Church
to the diversity of religions re-
presented in Macau. Religious
conflicts occur in nations all over
the world, he noted, “yet Macau
is a very good example of reli-
gious harmony, where peoples
of various races or religions live
on harmonious terms. Here in
Macau, such a small city, people
respect each other. This is why
Macau is so attractive as a great
destination for religious tourism
in the world.” MDT/Macauhub
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Guangdong governor trusts economy to
resist trade war impact, analysts disagree

HE governor of Guang-

dong province, Ma Xin-
grui, has announced that he is
prepared to enforce plans to
further open the economy of
the province in order to coun-
ter the negative effects caused
by the China-U.S. trade war.
Ma was speaking in Beijing
during a press conference or-
ganized by the State Council on
Monday, noting that Guang-
dong province has some con-
tingency plans for the negative
effects of the trade war that will
certainly affect the southern
province, a key manufacturing
and hi-tech hub, Hong Kong’s
South China Morning Post re-
ported.

Although the governor ack-
nowledged the likely losses
from the continuation of the
trade war process, he insis-
ted that such losses would
be manageable, pledging to
further open up the province
to cope with the challenges.
“Foreign trade makes up a sig-
nificant part of Guangdong’s
economy. Guangdong contri-
butes about one-fifth of China-
U.S. trade,” Ma said, adding,
“It is inevitable that [the pro-
vince] will be affected.”

However, he said Guangdong,
which has learned its lessons
from the 2008 global financial
crisis, has the tenacity to over-
come the current difficulties.

“Having gone through the
2008 financial crisis, busines-
ses in Guangdong have accu-
mulated experience, and deve-
loped tenacity and risk control
ability,” Ma remarked.

“We are confident that the
overall situation will be control-
lable and [that] our economy
will not fluctuate significantly,”
Ma said. He refuted the accu-
sations of his U.S. counterpar-
ts, namely regarding Huawei,
saying, “The U.S. has, without
reason, raised a lot of criticism
[...] and barred [U.S. suppliers]
from supplying Huawei.”

Guangdong province governor, Ma Xingrui

“I have told our American
friends [...] that we value the
protection of intellectual pro-
perty more than you do,” he
added, noting that intellectual
property rights were crucial in
Guangdong’s efforts to develop
its hi-tech sector and become
an international hub for inno-
vation.

Nevertheless, and despite the
optimism expressed by Ma,
analysts are far more cautious
and have warned that the-
re are limits as to how far the
freewheeling province can go.

Analyst at The Economist In-
telligence Unit in Hong Kong,
Nick Marro, said on the topic,

“the governor needed to do
more to convince foreign com-
panies that Guangdong cou-
1d take the lead in opening up
the economy. We've seen nu-
merous commitments from
both central and local officials
to continue opening up the
market, with few actual concre-
te measures released in practi-
ce.”

Marro added, “[some] mea-
sures that have been realized
such as financial services or
auto market openings are ei-
ther phased in over several
years, incomplete, or hobbled
by other regulatory obstacles,
such as restrictions on data

flows, which are a big heada-
che for financial service firms.”
He noted that officials tend to
always point to measures as
evidence of opening up but be-
cause those measures are few
and presented randomly, they
have little to no impact on im-
proving market sentiment, or
even in addressing some of the
U.S. market access concerns
that underpin the trade war.
Tommy Wu, analyst from
Oxford Economics in Hong
Kong, said the Guangdong go-
vernment was likely to make
progress in fields such as inte-
llectual property protection but
said there were limits as to how

far China would be willing to
go. “China’s protectionism and
state assistance to create global
champions like Huawei is a pro-
blem that foreign businesses
want China to address, so I am
not sure how helpful opening
up will be given the current ba-
ckdrop,” Wu remarked. He said
that the hi-tech sector will con-
tinue to be an area of constant
clashing between China and the
U.S., as well as Europe.

Guangdong province has
been China’s leading expor-
ter for over three decades, ac-
counting for about a quarter
of China’s overall exports last
year. RM

China accused of faking
Taiwan media’s GBA coverage

EIJING-controlled
media source China-
Taiwan has been accused
of making up statistics
on the Greater Bay Area
(GBA) for propaganda
purposes, according to a
report by the island’s Li-
berty Times Net.
ChinaTaiwan is a natio-
nal Chinese news website
managed by the Taiwan

Affairs Office of the State
Council of China.
ChinaTaiwan recently
published a news story
on Taiwanese media’s
coverage of the GBA, in-
cluding statistics on the
topics included in their
coverage. In the report,
Liberty Times Net was
said to have covered the
GBA 38 times, ranking

third out of nine Taiwa-
nese media outlets inclu-
ded in the report.
However, the report did
not mention that most of
the Liberty Times Net’s
reports in May consisted
of reminders to Taiwa-
nese residents about
China’s propaganda sur-
rounding the GBA and
the ‘one country, two sys-

tems’ policy

Despite the fact that
Liberty Times Net had
been issuing alerts to
Taiwan residents against
GBA propaganda, China-
Taiwan still mentioned
the coverage as if Taiwa-
nese media outlets were
giving positive reports
on the GBA, writing that
“with the increasing fre-

quency of cross-strait
exchanges, more and
more Taiwanese media
are paying attention to
the development of [the]
GBA.”

The statistics in the Chi-
naTaiwan report selected
the top five topics focused
on by Taiwanese media:
“GBA economy surpasses
Tokyo and New York”;
“Mainland invites Taiwa-
nese businessmen to visit
GBA”; “Fujian, Guang-
dong, Taiwan, Macau and
Hong Kong to create the
world’s largest economic
zone”; “Guangzhou GBA

5G port innovation cen-
ter”; and “Dongguan ro-
bot industry base created
by Guangdong and Hong
Kong.”

Liberty Times Net coun-
tered the statistics by
showing that their own
GBA-related reports in
May included only nega-
tive reports against the
mainland’s government-
backed media.

“It can be seen that Chi-
na uses Taiwanese media
as a propaganda tool and
does not hesitate to make
fake statistics,” wrote Li-
berty Times Net. JZ
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China Three Gorges mulls
deal for EDP’s Brazil assets

HINA Three Gorges

Corp. is weighing a deal

to gain control of EDP-

Energias de Portugal
SA’s Brazilian business, people
with knowledge of the matter
said.

State-owned Three Gorges is
considering merging its own
Brazilian assets with EDP’s ope-
rations in the South American
country, which are run through
publicly-traded EDP-Energias
do Brasil SA, according to the
people. Three Gorges may seek
amajority stake in the combined
entity, the people said, asking
not to be identified because the
information is private.

Shares of EDP’s Brazil unit
had risen 33% this year through
Monday. Three Gorges’s deli-
berations are at an early stage,
and the companies could opt to
pursue other options, the people
said.

EDP shares rose 1.6% to 3.32
euros in Lisbon, after earlier
climbing as much as 3.9% on
Tuesday. Shares in the com-
pany’s Brazilian unit, after rising

BLOOMBERG

as much as 7.5%, closed up 4.8%
to 20.56 reais in Sao Paulo tra-
ding, giving it a market value of
about $3.2 billion

In April, Three Gorges en-
ded its 9.1 billion-euro ($10.2
billion) takeover offer for EDP
after the Portuguese utility’s
shareholders decided to keep
a cap on voting rights. Three
Gorges, which is already EDP’s
largest shareholder with a 23%
stake, has said that it will remain
a “long-term strategic investor.”

Activist investor Elliott Mana-
gement Corp. had said the Three

Gorges bid undervalued EDP
and called for the Portuguese
company to take steps including
a sale of its Brazilian unit and
a stake in some electricity dis-
tribution businesses. The New
York-based hedge fund, run by
billionaire Paul Singer, said in
a February presentation that
EDP’s 51% stake in the Brazil
business could fetch 2.3 billion
euros in a sale.

A Beijing-based spokesman for
Three Gorges didn’t answer an
email and phone calls seeking
comment. A representative for

") MAKE-UP

* BRIDAL / WEDDINGS * PHOTO SHOOTS e PARTY e
* GRADUATION ¢ SPECIAL EVENTS e

IIA

SEZ
=

EDP in Lisbon declined to com-
ment. EDP’s Brazilian unit said
in a statement that it isn’t aware
of any agreement about China
Three Gorges taking control of
the business.

Last month, EDP said it will
work together with French uti-
lity Engie SA to develop offsho-
re wind farms in the U.S. and
Europe. They are targeting for
their new venture to be one of
the top five developers in the
fastest-growing segment of
the renewable energy market.
Bloomberg
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Beverly Hills
bans sale of
tobacco

EVERLY Hills City Council

unanimously approved an
ordinance to prohibit the sale of
tobacco products in the Califor-
nia city.

Under the ban, which will come
into effect on Jan. 1, 2021, hotels
may only sell to guests. All other
businesses “shall stop selling to-
bacco products,” according to a
statement on the City’s website.
The ordinance includes a hard-
ship exemption provision for re-
tailers that demonstrate the ban
would cause undue hardship.

The regulation also includes a
permanent exemption for exis-
ting cigar lounges and a City
Council review of the impacts on
tourism in three years.

Tobacco companies have been
under pressure to boost their
alternative products, including
e-cigarettes and vaping devices,
as consumers increasingly swit-
ch from cigarettes. The industry
has been under pressure amid
renewed calls by the Food and
Drug Administration to redu-
ce cigarette nicotine levels and
calls to raise the minimum age
for tobacco purchases, inclu-
ding e-cigarettes, to 21 from 18.
MDT/Bloomberg
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S big as its world-leading

car market is, China has
decided that 486 aspiring elec-
tric-vehicle companies are too
many.

The country is considering ru-
les to raise the barrier to entry
for electric-vehicle makers and
nurture fewer but more com-
petitive players, according to
people familiar with the ma-
tter. Specifically, China plans
to clamp down on EV startups
who farm out their manufactu-
ring, the people said, asking not
to be named as the rules are still
being drafted.

After hundreds of startups
rushed into the electric-car bu-
siness in the past decade, the
government wants to prevent
a crash akin to that of dot-com
companies two decades ago.
China’s electric-car makers
have raised $18 billion since
2011, BloombergNEF estima-
tes, but the market is in its in-
fancy and foreign competition
from the likes of Tesla Inc. is
intensifying.

The new draft rules supple-
ment regulations that took
effect this month and only
allow “eligible” companies to
outsource production to other
automakers. As of now, the re-
gulations don’t spell out what
“eligible” means.

According to the planned ad-
ditions, new-energy vehicle
makers that want to tap other
companies’ production capacity
need to have research-and-de-
velopment investment in China
of at least 4 billion yuan ($580
million) over the past three
years, global sales of pure-e-
lectric passenger vehicles of at
least 15,000 units over the past
two years, and paid-in capital
of potentially billions of yuan,
they said.

The new rules also call for ma-
nufacturing contracts to run for
at least three years with annual
production of at least 50,000
units at one location, the people
said. Startups will be allowed to
sign manufacturing agreemen-

Japanese police arrest 7 Chinese

BLOOMBERG
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ts with no more than two auto-
makers, they said.

The regulations are still sub-
ject to changes, according to
the people. The Ministry of
Industry and Information Te-
chnology, in charge of drafting
the new rules, said they are still
being revised, without com-
menting on specifics. As a next
step, the ministry will solicit
views from the public, it said in
an emailed response to ques-
tions.

Shares of some established EV

in mass drug smuggling
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makers rose. BAIC Motor Corp,
the country’s biggest maker of
pure electric cars, climbed by
as much as 3.9 percent in Hong
Kong yesterday. Geely Automo-
bile Holdings Ltd. advanced as
much as 4.2 percent. NIO Inc.,
the leading electric car startup
traded in U.S., rose 2.7 percent
overnight in U.S. trading.
Outsourcing production has
been a quick way for young elec-
tric-car companies to bring out
their models while they plan for
their own factories, which can

g
[#5)

cost hundreds of millions of
dollars.

Electric-car maker NIO Inc.,
often hyped as a competitor
to Tesla in China, has tapped
Anhui Jianghuai Automobile
Group to assemble its vehicles
while it plans for a manufac-
turing facility in Beijing. NIO
started accepting orders in late
2017 and had sold 16,461 vehi-
cles as of the end of April.

Xpeng Motors, an electric-
SUV maker backed by e-com-
merce giant Alibaba Group

US$4.1B

Holding Ltd. and Taiwan’s Fo-
xconn Technology Group, has
contracted production to Hai-
ma Automobile Group Co. whi-
le it constructs its own factory.
Xpeng has handed over about
4,700 vehicles since starting
deliveries in December.

Alarge portion of China’s elec-
tric-car startups have yet to in-
troduce their first commercial
product. Total sales in China,
the world’s largest electric-car
market, topped 1 million for the
first time last year. Bloomberg

Gov’t plans to store remaining

US soy purchases amid trade war

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

APANESE  autho-

rities have arrested
seven Chinese men on
suspicion of smuggling
what was believed to be
a record amount of sti-
mulants by ship-to-ship
transfers.

Tokyo police said yes-
terday that seven Chinese
aged 24-40 were arrested
this week on suspicion of
illegally possessing “lar-
ge amounts” of stimulan-
ts on the Izu coast, west
of Tokyo.

They allegedly smug-

gled nearly 1 ton of am-
phetamines, a record
one-time seizure in Ja-
pan estimated to be wor-
th USD550 million, ac-
cording to Japan’s NHK
broadcaster. The drug
was believed to have
been smuggled from
Hong Kong, NHK said.
The amount of the
stimulant is about the
same as an annual total
in the last three years.
Last year, Japanese au-
thorities seized 1.1 tons
of smuggled stimulants,
according to the National
Police Agency.

Police on a stakeout
arrested the men whi-
le they were unloading
bags from their boat on
the coast, Kyodo News
reported.

The arrests were part
of an ongoing investiga-
tion into international
drug rings and gangster
groups following reports
of suspicious ships spot-
ted in the area.

The previous record
one-time seizure was
about 600 kilograms
of stimulants on a boat
docked at a port on Oki-
nawa, southern Japan. AP

HINA plans to store

cargoes of American
soybeans bought earlier
this year that are yet to
be delivered, as the trade
war between Washington
and Beijing escalates, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the matter.

The soybeans will be
sent to boost state stock-
piles rather than being
processed, said the peo-
ple, who asked not to be
identified as they aren’t
authorized to speak pu-
blicly. While the majority
of the purchases were al-
ready destined for state

reserves, some were being
crushed.

China has put further
purchases of American
supplies on hold after
trade talks reached a
standstill, but the wor-
1d’s largest importer of
soybeans doesn’t plan to
cancel the cargoes it had
already bought, people
familiar with the matter
said earlier this month.
The nation is yet to re-
ceive about 6.9 million
metric tons of American
supplies, according to
data from the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture.

China purchased U.S.
soybeans from Decem-
ber to March after the
two nations had reached
a temporary trade truce.
Since talks soured, Chine-
se buyers have turned to
South American supplies
and state-run companies
don’t expect to receive any
further orders to buy U.S.
soybeans.

Nobody answered a call
to state stockpiler Sino-
grain. A fax sent to China’s
commerce ministry wasn’t
immediately responded
to. Reuters reported the
news earlier. Bloomberg
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Amid trade war, Xi talks up
economy, heads to Moscow

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

HINESE President
Xi Jinping is talking
up the Chinese eco-
nomy’s resilience as
he heads to Moscow for a
state visit affirming increa-
singly close ties between the
former Cold War rivals.

In interviews published yes-
terday, Xi told Russian jour-
nalists Chinese consumer
demand is driving growth
despite the trade war with the
United States.

“Looking into the future,
a number of factors will su-
pport the steady, healthy
and sustainable growth of
China’s economy, including
abundant human resources,
strong internal driving forces,
growing development dyna-
mism and mobilization capa-
bility,” Xi said.

“Therefore, China has all the
necessary conditions, capabi-
lity and confidence to deal
with any risks and challen-
ges,” he said without referring
directly to the United States
and the dispute with Washin-
gton over Chinese trade and
technology policies.

The trip to Moscow highli-
ghts Beijing’s efforts to drum
up support both at home and
abroad as the President Do-
nald Trump’s administration
pushes China to do more to
redress a huge perennial tra-
de surplus and end policies
that U.S. and other foreign
companies and governments
say violate Beijing’s market-
opening commitments.

While Russia has relatively
little heft in global trade, Xi
can be assured of a friendly
audience when he defends
China’s position in the dis-
pute.

Elsewhere, China’s di-
plomats abroad have been
meeting with reporters,
academics and government
officials to press China’s
argument that it is being
bullied by the U.S. and that
Washington’s dialing-up of
trade tensions spells trouble
for the world economy as a
whole.

On Sunday, the Commer-
ce Ministry issued a lengthy
report defending China’s
position and stating that
Beijing won’t back down on
“major issues of principle.”

It followed that by issuing a
pair of travel warnings for
the U.S., while the Foreign
Ministry accused the U.S. of
acting in bad faith in trade
negotiations and said any at-
tempts to interfere or under-
mine China’s stability would
be “doomed to fail.”

Xi has not shown much
public involvement in the
trade dispute, leaving the
task of negotiations to his
chief economic adviser, Vice
Premier Liu He. But Xi has
a final say on any agreement
and experts believe that his
objections to U.S. proposals
Beijing considers excessively
invasive may have led to the
breakdown of trade talks last
month.

Officials have not yet an-
nounced any breakthroughs
after 11 rounds of talks. In
recent days, the two sides
have traded jibes over who
is to blame for the stalemate,
while expressing a willing-
ness to hold more talks but
determination to resist un-
reasonable demands.

In all, the Trump admi-
nistration has imposed up
to 25% tariffs on USD250

billion in imports from Chi-
na and is preparing to in-
crease import duties on ano-
ther $300 billion.

China has hit back with ta-
riff hikes of its own.

The next step could come
when President Donald
Trump and Xi attend a
meeting of the Group of 20
leading economies planned
for Osaka, Japan, later this
month.

The Chinese leader’s trip to
Moscow his eighth to Russia
since he became president
six years ago.

China and Russia have
aligned their foreign poli-
cies and other positions at
the United Nations on ma-
jor issues such as Venezue-
la’s economic and political
crisis, the Syrian civil war
and Iran’s nuclear program,
usually in direct opposi-
tion to the stance taken by
Washington.

Trade between the two hit
$100 billion last year, with
major transactions and coo-
peration projects in military
hardware, energy, transpor-
tation, agriculture, aviation
and space. AP

1st rocket from mobile platform in Yellow Sea launched

HINA has for the

The official Xinhua

first time laun-
ched a rocket from a
mobile platform in
the Yellow Sea, sen-
ding five commercial
satellites and two
others containing ex-

perimental technolo-
gy into space.

The Long March 11
rocket blasted off yes-
terday off the coast of
Shandong province,
marking the 306th
launch of a rocket in

the Long March se-
ries, but the first time
one has occurred at
sea.

Sea launches offer
advantages such as
the ability to position
closer to the equator,

requiring less fuel to
reach orbit and the-
reby lowering overall
launch costs. They
also reduce the pos-
sibility of damage
on the ground from
falling rocket debris.

News Agency cited
experts saying sea-
borne launch tech-
nology will meet the
growing demand for
launches of low incli-
nation satellites.

BLOOMBERG

™ Xisays

China’s
cconomy

noticeably
improving,

can manage

risks

RESIDENT Xi Jinping said Chi-
na’s economy is stabilizing and has
improved noticeably, giving an upbeat
assessment of the nation’s health des-
pite the worsening trade war and recent

weak data.

While the global economy and trade
have slowed down, China’s economy has
stayed in a reasonable range in 20109,
with stable growth, increasing employ-
ment, rising incomes and stable prices,
Xi said in an interview with Russian
media including Tass. The interview
was carried in the People’s Daily ahead
of Xi’s visit to Russia, which started yes-
terday. China has “sufficient conditions,
ability and confidence” to cope with va-

rious risks, Xi said.

The comments are the latest in a series
of statements from the government that
the economy is strong and can overco-
me any fallout from the prolonged trade
tensions with the U.S. Xi’s government
is grappling with slowing growth and
fragile financial markets as well as the
dispute with the U.S., which has dama-

ged trade and confidence.

Some economists are not so sanguine
about the long-term health of the eco-
nomy, with Bank of America Merrill
Lynch analysts cutting their forecast for
2020 growth yesterday due to the trade

war.

“In view of higher risks of trade shocks,
we lower our China GDP growth fore-
cast for 2020 to 6.0%, from 6.2% pre-
viously,” said Helen Qiao and Zhi Xiao-
jiain a note. “We expect the PBOC to cut
interest rates twice in 2019 and once in
2020,” following on from expected cuts

by the Federal Reserve, they wrote.

The World Bank also cut its forecast for
2020, and now expects the economy to
expand at 6.1%, down from the previous
6.2% estimate. Growth will be 6.2% this
year, according to the bank’s estimates
released last week, but the “outlook is
subject to greater downside risks than

previously.” Bloomberg



THAILAND

Parliament convenes for vote
likely to keep

Kaweewit Kaewjinda
& Pitcha Dangprasith, Bangkok

HAILAND’S Parliament

convened yesterday for a
vote that is expected to keep
Prayuth Chan-ocha as prime
minister five years after he sei-
zed power in a military coup.

Prayuth was nominated by the
military-backed Palang Pracha-
rath party and faces a sole oppo-
nent representing a coalition
of anti-military parties, Thana-
thorn Juangroongruangkit of
the Future Forward party.

Although a vote was expected
to take place yesterday, its ti-
ming became uncertain because
of the open-ended debate with
the two sides touting the meri-
ts of their candidates and the
weaknesses of their opponents.
It was a novelty for Thais to see
parliamentary battling, after five
years of army rule in which the-
re was only a tame rubberstamp
assembly.

While the formation of a gover-
nment will finally return Thai-
land to civilian rule, it will be
done under a new political sys-
tem enacted by the junta Prayu-
th leads and its appointees. It’s a
system that critics say is meant
to prolong rule by the military
and its allies in the conservative
establishment, rather than re-
flect the will of everyday Thais.

The military-backed party that
nominated Prayuth for prime
minister won the second-highest
number of seats in the House of
Representatives in the March
general election. But Prayuth is
virtually assured to remain in of-
fice because the prime minister

AUSTRALIA
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is chosen jointly by the 500-seat
House and the 250-seat Senate,
whose members were appointed
by the junta and include mem-
bers of the military.

The military-backed party, Pa-
lang Pracharath, holds 116 Hou-
se seats, as well as pledges from
lawmakers from smaller parties.

Prayuth did not run for a seat,
and the constitution enacted
under the junta does not require
the prime minister to come from
parliament. Laws passed under
his government handicapped
established political parties, rai-
sing concerns of fairness in the
election.

Palang Pracharath member
of parliament Koranis Ngam-
sukonrattana praised Prayuth
for his character and his vision.

“He’s patient and sacrificed
himself so much for the coun-
try,” he said during the debate.
“He’s the savior who came in
and saved the country when all
hope was lost.”

For their part, Thanathorn’s
partisans attacked Prayuth as a
destroyer of democracy.

Prayuth’s bid for power got a
major boost late Tuesday, when
the Democrat party — the coun-
try’s oldest — said it would join
the coalition government he

Prayuth PM

an

aims to lead. The decision led
Democrat former Prime Minis-
ter Abhisit Vejjajiva to resign
from Parliament. He had pro-
mised during the election cam-
paign to not support Prayuth’s
bid to continue in the prime mi-
nister’s office.

The Democrats’ support also
aided the chances of Palang Pra-
charath holding a majority in the
lower house, which is necessary
to pass legislation and approve
budgets.

The Democrats and the Bhum-
jai Thai party, the fourth- and
fifth-place finishers in March,
together hold more than 100
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House seats, and reportedly
had been bargaining hard with
Palang Pracharath over Cabinet
positions in a coalition govern-
ment.

The Palang Pracharath coali-
tion is opposed by the self-styled
“Democratic Front,” comprising
seven anti-military parties led
by Pheu Thai, which headed the
government ousted in the 2014
coup and won the most House
seats in March.

The coalition announced Tues-
day it was supporting Thana-
thorn, the charismatic young
leader of the Future Forward
Party, as its nominee for prime
minister.

Future Forward’s strong elec-
tion performance drew a raft of
legal challenges from the mili-
tary’s supporters, and Thana-
thorn himself has been suspen-
ded from Parliament until the
Constitutional Court decides
whether he violated election law
by allegedly holding shares in a
media company.

Neither candidate was present
for yesterday’s debate. Prayuth
attended to official government
business, while Thanathorn, due
to his suspension, addressed re-
porters in the parliament buil-
ding but outside the assembly
hall to give his vision of the kind
of country he would like to see.

“If you want Thailand to belong
to a certain group of people who
have the right to decide the life
or death fate of others by the
whims of their own desires wi-
thout having to adhere to any
principles of justice, then you do
not need to hear what I have to
say,” he said.

“But if you want to see Thai-
land belong to everyone and
become a society where you can
puff out your chest and say Thai
society respects everyone’s ri-
ghts, a country which has plans
and is filled with opportunity
and creative ideas, then you and
I think similarly, and we have si-
milar dreams,” he said. AP

Police raid public broadcaster over Afghan leak

USTRALIA'’S Fede-

ral Police raided the
offices of the national pu-
blic broadcaster yesterday
in connection to a 2017
story based on leaked
military documents that
indicated the country’s
military forces were being
investigated for possible
war crimes in Afghanis-
tan.

The Australian Broad-
casting Corporation said
the raid, the second in as
many days by police in-
vestigating government
leaks, raised questions
about media freedom in
the country.

“It is highly unusual for
the national broadcaster
to be raided in this way,”
ABC managing director
David Anderson said in a
statement. “This is a se-
rious development and
raises legitimate concerns
over freedom of the press
and proper public scru-
tiny of national security
and defense matters.”

The raid in a suburb of
Sydney came a day after
federal police searched
the Canberra home of
Annika Smethurst, the
political editor of The
Sunday Telegraph of Sy-
dney, over a 2018 story

detailing an alleged go-
vernment proposal to spy
on Australians.

News Corp. Australia,
the parent company of
The Sunday Telegraph,
said the raid “demonstra-
tes a dangerous act of in-
timidation towards those
committed to telling un-
comfortable truths”.

There were no arrests in
either raid.

Australian law forbids
officials from disclosing
secret information, and
the police warrants in
both raids were based on
a law enacted in 1914.

The police said in a sta-

tement that the two raids
were not linked.

Anderson said ABC
stood by its journalists,
would protect its sources
and continue to report
“without fear or favor” on
national security and in-
telligence issues.

“We will be doing every-
thing we can to limit the
scope of this and we will
do everything we can to
stand by our reporters
and as a general observa-
tion, we always do whate-
ver we can to stand by our
sources of course,” ABC
Editorial Director Craig
McMurtrie said. AP
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Travel agencies say
N. Korea planning to
suspend mass games

Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul

ORTH Korea will

temporarily suspend

the latest edition of

its famous mass ga-
mes, which involve thousands
of performers working in pre-
cise synchronization, after the
premiere drew strong criticism
from leader Kim Jong Un, in-
ternational travel agencies said
yesterday.

Simon Cockerell, general ma-
nager of Beijing-based Koryo
Tours, said it was informed
by its North Korean partners
that the show, titled “The
Land of the People,” will be
suspended for days or weeks
starting next Monday while its
creators make adjustments.
Rowan Beard, a tour manager
at Young Pioneer Tours, said
his company heard the same
information and that no dates
were given for when the show
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would resume.

“We assume it will halt so
some tweaks and improve-
ments can be made to the per-
formance,” Beard said in an
email.

North Korea’s official Korean

- -y

e Har

Central News Agency said Kim
seriously criticized the creators
for a “wrong spirit of creation
and irresponsible work attitu-
de” following Monday’s ope-
ning performance at Pyon-
gyang’s 150,000-seat May Day

Stadium. KCNA said Kim set
forth “important tasks” to cor-
rectly implement the country’s
revolutionary policy on litera-
ture and art. It did not provide
further details.

The North’s Rodong Sinmun
newspaper published pho-
tos of Kim waving to clapping
spectators while flanked by
senior officials, including his
powerful sister, Kim Yo Jong,
and crowds in the stands using
colored cards to spell out “To
the eternity of Korea, hurrah!”
as fireworks exploded over the
stadium.

South Korea’s Unification
Ministry, which deals with in-
ter-Korean affairs, said it cou-
ldn’t confirm whether North
Korea was pausing the mass
games.

State media often report scol-
dings by Kim of military offi-
cials, factory operators, edu-
cators and others perceived to
be not performing to his stan-
dards. The mass games — pro-
paganda spectacles that fea-
ture thousands of gymnasts,
dancers and flip card-holding
spectators moving in coordi-
nated perfection — were once
routine in North Korea. But
the performances went on a
hiatus for several years during
the mourning for Kim’s father
and only returned last year. AP

INDIA

Authorities
continue
search for
air force
plane lost
near China

NDIAN authorities are conti-

nuing to search for an air force
plane that went missing on Mon-
day near the border with China.

The navy tweeted yesterday
that it has deployed long-range
aircraft using infra-red sensors
to search dense forest. The air
force said on Twitter that it is
using satellites to take pictures
of the terrain during the day and
ground teams with night-vision
goggles to search by night.

Officials say the AN-32 plane
was scheduled to land at 1:30
p.m. Monday at a high-altitu-
de airstrip in Mechuka, a small
town in the state of Arunachal
Pradesh about 30 kilometers
from the India-China border.

Arunachal Pradesh adminis-
trator Swatika Sachan says the
plane last had contact with the
ground at 1 p.m. AP
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Working Lunch
Thursday 6 June

with

Guest Speaker: Andrew Leung
International and Independent China Strategist
Andrew Leung International Consultants & Investments Limited

How China Connects the World: Creation of Sino-
centric or more inclusive World Order?

Since joining the World Trade Organization, China has become the central hub of the world's supply
and value chain. Its outhound investments have overtaken inward foreign direct investments, Its
infrastructural building is ubiquitous, including Africa and Latin America. Its ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative covers the four continents, including an "Arctic Silk Road”. It partners with Hollywood to
make films with international appeal, Chinese studies and Chinese culture are attracting increasing

interests. 15 this a Chinese plot to conguer the world?
What are the problems and fears of China's global ascendance?
Is China caught in a "Thucydides Trap™ with the United States?
Is there any substance in Beijing's avowed aim of building a global "Community of Common Destiny"?

Amber Room, Level 5

5t Regis Cotai
12:30 Drinks
13:00 Lunch
13:20 Presentation
14:00 Close

SAN JIAO LING

| PR & Marketing

it WRiEF
New Business Opportunities
are Just a Handshake Away

Strict No-ShowLate Cancellation Policy applies for this event

Members — MOP/HKD 200 | Non-Members — MOP/HKD 300 Follow our DB media channel

Complimentary self-parking for all guests
Inquiries and RSVP to
bbam@britchammacao, org
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D-DAY

Queen, world leaders honor
veterans on anniversary

Danica Kirka, John Leicester
& Jill Lawless, Portsmouth

ORLD leaders including

U.S. President Donald
Trump gathered yesterday on
the south coast of England to
mark the 75th anniversary of
the D-Day landings. But the
stars of the show were the el-
derly veterans of that campaign
who said they were surprised by
all the attention: They were just
doing their jobs.

The Royal British Legion has
brought about 300 veterans,
aged 9110 101, to the ceremonies
in Portsmouth, where many of
the troops embarked for Nor-
mandy on June 5, 1944. After
a flyover by the Royal Air For-
ce and a salute from the Royal
Navy, the veterans will return to
the landing beaches overnight,
just as they did 75 years ago.

One of those veterans was Ha-
rold Wilson who was startled
when a young French family
stopped to thank him for libe-
rating their country when the
old soldiers visited Dunkirk on
Tuesday.

“I think it’s amazing after all
these years,” Wilson said befo-
re the ceremony, proudly wea-
ring the tartan-trimmed cap of
his old unit, the Fife and Forfar

Yeomanry. “It makes it clear to
me how useful it was.”

Queen Elizabeth II is set to
join British Prime Minister The-
resa May, other world leaders
and the hundreds of veterans in
Portsmouth on England’s south
coast to honor the Allied sol-
diers, sailors and airmen who
risked and gave their lives in the
invasion that helped liberate
Europe from Nazi Germany.

Britain has promised “unpre-
cedented commemorations,”
involving testimony from vete-
rans and military spectacle, in-
cluding a flyby of 24 vintage and
modern military aircraft.

Les Hammond, 94, who lan-
ded at Juno Beach with the
Royal Electrical Mechanical En-
gineers, said he wasn’t worried
that the presence of Trump —
on the final day of a three-day
state visit to Britain — and the
other world leaders might take
some of the focus away from the
veterans.

“I don’t feel in any way like
we're second class,” he said.

“What happened to me is not
important,” he added. “I'm not
a hero. I served with men who
were. I'm very lucky. I'm a sur-
vivor.”

The event, which kicks off two
days of D-Day anniversary ob-

servances, is intended as a tri-
bute to the troops who shaped
history during the dangerous
mission to reach beachheads
and fight in German-occupied
France.

D-Day saw more than 150,000
Allied troops land on the bea-
ches of Normandy in northwest
France on June 6, 1944, carried
by 7,000 boats. The Battle of
Normandy, codenamed Ope-
ration Overlord, was a turning
point in the war, and helped
bring about Nazi Germany’s de-
feat in May 1945.

“The Normandy landings 75
years ago were a moment of
historic international coopera-
tion,” May said. “And it is right
that at the heart of today’s com-
memorations are the veterans
who fought to secure the liberty
and the peace that we now en-
joy.”

Planning to attend are pre-
sidents, prime ministers and
other representatives of the
countries that fought alongsi-
de Britain in Normandy: the
United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, the Czech Re-
public, Slovakia, Luxembourg,
Denmark, France, Greece, the
Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway and Poland.

The leader of the country that

was the enemy in 1944 , Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel,
is also attending.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin, who attended 77oth anni-
versary commemorations in
France five years ago, has not
been invited. Russia was not in-
volved in D-Day but was instru-
mental in defeating the Nazis on
the Eastern Front.

In Portsmouth, dignitaries
plan to read from historical
documents linked to D-Day. In
May’s case, it’s a letter written
by Capt. Norman Skinner of the
Royal Army Service Corps to his
wife, Gladys, on June 3, 1944, a
few days before the invasion. It
was in his pocket when he lan-
ded in Normandy.

“I can imagine you in the gar-
den having tea with Janey and
Anne getting ready to put them
to bed,” wrote Skinner, who was
killed the day after D-Day. “Al-
though I would give anything to
be back with you, I have not yet
had any wish at all to back down
from the job we have to do.”

On Thursday the focus shifts
to France, where commemora-
tions will be held at simple mi-
litary cemeteries near the Nor-
mandy beaches.

Events in France began early
morning with U.S. Army Ran-

gers climbing the jagged cliffs
of Normandy’s Pointe du Hoc to
honor the men who scaled them
under fire 75 years ago.

Elderly veterans looked on as
members of the 75th Ranger
Regiment started mounting the
limestone promontory at dawn,
pulling themselves up on ropes
one by one, seagulls swooping
above.

They were recreating a jour-
ney taken by the U.S. Army’s
2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions
to destroy Nazi guns atop the
cliffs. The operation helped pre-
pare the way for Allied troops
landing on beaches up a few ki-
lometers up the coast to break
Hitler’s stranglehold on France.

Of the 235 men who took on
the cliffs in 1944, only 90 were
fit for battle two days later.

Elsewhere in Normandy pa-
rachutists were jumping from
C-47 transporters in World War
II colors and other aircraft, ai-
ming for fields of wild flowers
on the outskirts of Carentan,
one of the early objectives for
Allied troops.

Among the jumpers will be
American D-Day veteran Tom
Rice, 97. He jumped into Nor-
mandy with thousands of other
parachutists in 1944, and recal-
led it as “the worst jump I ever
had.”

Like many other veterans,
Rice said he remains troubled
by the war.

“We did a lot of destruction,
damage. And we chased the
Germans out and coming back
here is a matter of closure,” he
said. “You can close the issue
now.” AP
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GERMANY

Nurse accused of 100 deaths
says sorry to families

David Rising, Berlin

former nurse on trial

on allegations he kil-

led 100 patients at

two hospitals in nor-
thern Germany apologized to
his victims’ relatives in a final
statement to the court yester-
day, saying he realized how
much pain and suffering he
had caused with his “terrible
deeds.”

“To each and every one of you
I sincerely apologize for all that
I have done,” Niels Hoegel, 42,
told the Oldenburg regional
court after his defense attor-
neys had made their closing ar-
guments, according to the dpa
news agency.

His defense attorneys argued
for acquittals in 31 of the 100
counts of murder against him,
suggesting there was not enou-
gh evidence in those cases.

In total, the deaths — whi-
ch took place at a hospital in
Oldenburg between 1999 and
2002 and another hospital in
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nearby Delmenhorst from 2003
to 2005 — are thought to be the
largest string of serial killings
in post-war Germany. Hoegel’s
alleged victims ranged in age
between 34 and 96.

“Neither we nor Mr. Hoegel
deny that he is the perpetrator

e ——

in many cases,” one of his de-
fenders, Ulrike Baumann told
the court. “But he can only be
convicted for crimes he commi-
tted and not for crimes he could
have committed.”

Hoegel was convicted in 2015
of two murders and two attemp-

ted murders. He said at his first
trial that he intentionally brou-
ght about cardiac crises in some
90 patients in Delmenhorst be-
cause he enjoyed the feeling of
being able to resuscitate them.
He later told investigators that
he also killed patients in Ol-
denburg.

4 In total, the
deaths [...]

are thought to
be the largest
string of serial
Killings in post-
war Germany

Authorities subsequently in-
vestigated hundreds of deaths,
exhuming bodies of former pa-
tients.

Pleas are not entered in the
German legal system but during

the seven-month trial, Hoegel
admitted to 43 of the killings,
disputed five and said he coul-
dn’t remember the other 52.

Both the defense team and
prosecutors have asked for a
sentence of life in prison, but
prosecutors have also asked the
court to recognize the “particu-
lar seriousness of the crime,”
making it likely he’d have to
serve more than the standard
15-year sentence.

Prosecutors are asking for
a conviction on 97 counts of
murder, saying that in three
cases insufficient evidence was
presented.

During the trial, Hoegel tes-
tified that he had a “protected”
childhood, free of violence. He
said his grandmother and his
father, who were both nurses,
had been his role models for
going into the profession.

“Now I sit here fully convinced
that I want to give every relative
an answer,” Hoegel said during
the trial. “I am really sorry.”

But Christian Marbach, a
spokesman for the affected fa-
milies whose grandfather was
among the victims, doubted
Hoegel’s sincerity.

“Hoegel is and remains a liar,”
Marbach said. “He tactically
only admitted what could al-
ready 100 percent be proven
against him.”

A verdict is expected today. AP
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FIVB WoMEN’S VOLLEYBALL NATIONS
LEAGUE - Macau 2019

TIME: 4:30pm & 7:30pm

VENUE: Macau Forum

ADMISSION: MOP150 (one-day ticket); MOP315
(three-day ticket)

ORGANIZERS: Sports Bureau of Macau SAR;
Volleyball Association of Macau, China
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2823 6363

[TALIAN RENAISSANCE DRAWINGS FROM THE
BriTisH Museum

TIME: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: June 30, 2019

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2836 6866

MIXING THIS MATCHING THAT

TIME: 9am-10pm

UNTIL: June 2, 2019

VENUE: Team Building, IFT Main Campus
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2856 1252

STROLLING AND FEELING: WATERCOLOUR
PAINTINGS OF LAl IENG

TIME: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm;
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: June 16, 2019

VENUE: 3rd Floor, Gallery of Exhibitions 2,
Macau Museum of Art

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

2019 BranD Story - Macau ORIGINAL
FASHION ExHIBITION |l

TIME: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays, open on
public holidays)

UNTIL: June 23, 2019

VENUE: Macau Fashion Gallery

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 3341

Offbeat

ExpPLOSION ON ‘BOND 25’ SET CAUSES
INJURY, DAMAGE TO STUDIO

4
1

Bond, Daniel Craig

An explosion on the set of the new James Bond mov-
ie has injured one crew member and damaged a stage at
Pinewood Studios.

The film’s official Twitter account said the accident this
week came from a “controlled explosion.” No one was in-
jured on set but a crew member outside the stage sustained
a minor injury. The exterior of a stage was also damaged at
the studio facilities outside London.

This is the second production incident on the untitled 25th
installment in the 007 franchise. Shooting was set back in
late May after Daniel Craig hurt his foot while performing a
stunt in Jamaica. He underwent minor ankle surgery that
required two weeks of rehabilitation.

Representatives for the film did not immediately respond
to messages on the explosion Tuesday.

13:00 TDM News (Repeti¢ao)
13:30 Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)
15:00 Aguade Mar
15:45 Zig Zag
16:20 Portugueses Sem Fronteiras
16:50  Quem Quer Ser Milionario
17:45 Moda Portugal Sr.3
18:15  Amor Maior (Repeticao)
19:00 Montra do Lilau (Repeticao)
19:35 Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
20:30 Telejornal
21:15 TDM Talk Show
21:50 Livros com Jodo Guedes
22:00 Todas as Palavras
22:25  Amor Maior
23:15 TDM News
23:50 Resumo Liga dos Europa 2018/2019
00:10 O Ocidente no Oriente - Macau e o Testamento de
Robert Ho Tung
01:05 Telejornal (Repeticao)
01:50  RTPi Directo
CINETEATRO
06 - 12Jun
Room 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15. 9:30pm

Director: Simon Kinberg

Starring: James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender,
Jennifer Lawrence

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 113min

room 1

2:15, 4:45, 7:15. 9:45pm

Director: Michael Dougherty

Starring: Kyle Chandler, Vera Farmiga, Millie Bobby Brown
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 131min

ROOM 2

2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm

Director: Gail Mancuso

Starring: Josh Gad, Dennis Quaid, Kathryn Prescott
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 109min

room 3

2:30, 4:45,7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Guy Ritchie

Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 109min

1975 UK emBRACES EUROPE
IN REFERENDUM

British voters have backed the UK’s continued member-
ship of the European Economic Community by a large ma-
jority in the country’s first nationwide referendum.

Just over 67% of voters supported the Labour govern-
ment’s campaign to stay in the EEC, or Common Market,
despite several cabinet ministers having come out in favour
of British withdrawal.

The result was later hailed by Prime Minister Harold Wil-
son as a “historic decision”.

For him the victory came after a long and bruising cam-
paign against many in his own party, following Labour’s
promise to hold a vote in its general election manifesto
last October.

Faced with the referendum question, “Do you think the
UK should stay in the European Community (Common
Market)?” Britons voted “Yes” in most of the 68 administra-
tive counties, regions and Northern Ireland. Only Shetland
and the Western Isles voted against the EEC.

When the result was beyond doubt, the leaders of the
pro-Europe camp emerged from private celebrations to
thank campaign workers for their efforts.

Home Secretary Roy Jenkins said: “It puts the uncertainty
behind us. It commits Britain to Europe; it commits us to
playing an active, constructive and enthusiastic role in it.”

The Conservatives were also campaigning to stay in the
Common Market. Margaret Thatcher, elected Tory leader
last February, said the “Yes” vote would not have happe-
ned without the Opposition’s support for it.

Former Prime Minister Edward Heath said: “I’'ve worked
for this for 25 years, | was the prime minister who led Bri-
tain into the community and I’'m naturally delighted that the
referendum is working out as it is.”

Members of the “No” campaign accepted their defeat
and promised to work constructively within the EEC.

Industry Secretary Tony Benn, who had come under cri-
ticism from the prime minister during the campaign, said:
“When the British people speak everyone, including mem-
bers of Parliament, should tremble before their decision
and that’s certainly the spirit with which | accept the result
of the referendum.”

The trade union movement led by the TUC was also
opposed to remaining in Europe and had boycotted key
advisory positions in Brussels and Luxembourg since Bri-
tain joined in 1973.

TUC General-Secretary Len Murray said the boycott
would be lifted but he remained adamantly opposed to the
EEC. “Many of the most imprtant decisions about our fu-
ture can only be taken here in Britain,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Britain under Prime Minister Edward Heath had joined the EEC in Janu-
ary 1973 when the Treaty of Rome was signed.

Labour’s general election manifesto of October 1974 committed Labour to
allow people the opportunity to decide whether Britain should stay in the
Common Market on renegotiated terms, or leave it entirely.

In the run-up to the referendum the prime minister announced that the
government had decided to recommend a “yes” vote. But it emerged that
the cabinet had split, with seven of its 23 members seeking withdrawal.
The “no” faction included Michael Foot, Secretary of State of Employment
and Tony Benn, Industry Secretary.

In 1996 billionaire businessman Sir James Goldsmith, who was against
the Maastricht Treaty, set up the Referendum Party to campaign for a
referendum on the European Union.

He spent £20m on the 1997 general election campaign but only managed
to achieve 3% of the vote.

In 2005 the state of the European Union reached a critical point in its
history after referenda in France and the Netherlands saw voters reject the
latest EU constitution.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

You're heading home in one way or
another. You may be on your way to
areunion, or you may just be finding
a place that is more comfortable and
will work better for you in the long
run.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

You are having a hard time coping
with the pace of change today —
but it’s not as bad as you think!
You just need to find one safe place
and stick to it for the day, as things
should settle down soon.

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

You really just want people to get
along together — why does it have to
be so hard? You can hardly believe
the lengths people go to when they
want to keep fighting, but you can
calm them down.

n Libra
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

You need to deal with today’s
situation with a little more flexibility
than you may realize. Try not to
just fall back on your old standby
routines, or you could find yourself
extremely confused!

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

You can’t quite come to terms with
that one person who’s almost always
on your side — sometimes it’s just
not a good match. That doesn’t mean
it’s worth throwing out, though, so
just move on for a bit.

MM Aquarius
WA
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Your health is all-important, so
make the most of today’s willpower
and start on a new health kick. It
could just be a dedication to whole
grains and fresh fruit, or a whole new
way of living.

CROSSWORDS

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Your transportation issues come to
a head today — and while it may be
frustrating, it’s for the best. If your
car breaks down, just remember that
you do have other options. Make the
most of them!

r
¢ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You are so sure that you've got
what it takes that you may find it
easier to convince others. You've
got twice the energy of anyone else
in the room, so make the most of
it and shine!

Cancer

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You need to help out today —
someone really needs you, and your
energy is just better spent on outside
activities. You may want to volunteer,
ring up an elderly neighbor or just
clean house.

“L' Scorpio

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You need to travel — but even if
you're stuck at home for a while,
you can still dream and make plans.
Your great energy needs exposure

to new things and new people, and
you can make it happen.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Your people are all freaking out over
something that seems trivial to you,
but you can tell that they are just
enjoying a little drama — there’s no
reason for you to join them. Just
watch and wait.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

You need to express yourself today
in the best way you know how.
That could mean freestyle poetry or
something softer and more direct,
but you should know when it works
for you.

Capricorn

Pisces

HE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom

HOW 1S OUR FINANCIAL

@'{ﬂh\?q/l‘) www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser
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1- Offers a price; 5- Grate; 9- Rental agreement; 14- Mine
entrance; 15- K-12, in the ed biz; 16- Mote; 17- Attentive; 19- Less loony;
20- Followed; 21- Bust maker; 23- Lamb’s dam; 24- Declares; 26- Phobia;
28- Some Celts; 30- Inventor Otis; 34- Bar bill; 37- Patriach; 39- Buck
ender; 41- Sheep talk; 42- Ethereal: Prefix; 43- Accountable; 48- Went first;
49- Canal site; 50- Dens; 52- Arm or leg; 54- Clawed; 57- Tic ___ Dough;
60- Peachy-keen; 62- Usual; 64- Replay option; 66- Endurable; 68- Parting
word; 69- Some nest eggs; 70- This can be guilty or not guilty; 71- Talks
wildly; 72- Young goats; 73- Pianist Myra;

1- Milhouse’s pal; 2- Thoughts; 3- Toe or finger; 4- “Hogan’s
Heroes” setting; 5- Cervus elaphus; 6- Politico Landon; 7- Avoid; 8- Rice
dish; 9- Milan opera house; 10- 7th Greek letter; 11- Top-drawer; 12- Diving
duck; 13- Jane ___; 18- Price twice;
22- Ridge of rock; 25- Thick slices;
27- Actress Hayworth; 29- Slowpoke; I -
31- Author Silverstein; 32- In this [% 71,1 I
place; 33- Parched; 34- Field cover;
35- Half the base times the height,
for a triangle; 36- Cap’n’s underling;
38- Sponge gently; 40- Fall birthstone;
44- Foreboding; 45- Reputation; 46-
Pride woman; 47- Mistake; 51- Angel
of the highest order; 53- It’s a dyeing
art; 55- Mosey; 56- Stories; 57- Old
autocrat; 58- Alan of “M*A*S*H”; 59-
Quarter, e.g.; 61- Actress Spelling; |= 1. 1.1
63- Meadowlands; 65- Ran into; 67- =1 1 T
Youth;

Yesterday’s solution

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing 12 27 clear
Harbin 7 16 cloudy
Tianjin 13 26 clear
Urumgi 12 22 moderate rain
Xi'an 13 26 overcast
Lhasa 8 20 cloudy
Chengdu 16 24 drizzle
Chongqging 18 29 cloudy
Kunming 14 22 shower
Nanjing 15 23 clear
Shanghai 14 23 cloudy
Wuhan 15 26 cloudy
Hangzhou 15 25 cloudy
Taipei 19 25 heavy rain
Guangzhou 21 28 cloudy
Hong Kong 24 27 shower
Moscow 2 12 cloudy
Frankfurt 9 20 drizzle
Paris 7 18 drizzle
London 5 16 overcast
New York 8 17 drizzle

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999
Fire department 28 572 222
(Open ling) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
28573333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
—Report 1000
Electricity - Report 28 339 922
28716 081

-

@ AD

FOR SALE

> I

Va Fat, Taipa HK$4,580,000

550ft2 2= 2 W

Soi Cheong, Taipa Village
750t 2 |e= 1% $11,500/ mth

FOR SALE

[Taipal Nova City Sk=2
1,494 ft* $13,980,000 (ref: 17050001RT)

[Taipal Kinglight Garden Loft 1= 1%
800 ft? $7,380,000 (ref: 190550055T)

[Taipal Hellene Garden 3= 3
1,663 ft> $8,800,000 (ref: 19025577)

[Taipal The Manhattan Car Parks

$1,480,000~51,580,000 (ref: 18095560)
(ref: 19045003)

FOR RENT

Vai Fat Tem 1%
$12,300/mth (ref: 17110659)

[Taipal
800 ft?

Nova Grand
$16,000/mth |

2=l
19055007RT)

[Taipa]
986 ft2

J property T;ﬁff

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

3 imlmacau @) jmlproperty

Ocean Garden 4k=m4l%e
$35,000/mth (ref: 18040674)

[Taipa]
3,700 ft?

[Coloane] Commercial Building 4 Storey
4,003 ft*> $108,000/mth (ref: 17040646)
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COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

ACCURATE, TIMELY &

Languages:

ENGLISH, CHINESE,

PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,

KOREAN, SPANISH,

FRENCH, ARABIC,

Services RUSSIAN

TRANSLATIONS,

PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

FAKTRANZ

‘ TRANSLATIONS LIMITEL

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang
Email: amy(@ktranz.com.mo
Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

'rana Gri "-E._' :'"-'_ I L omerc ] Rodrigues, l' Floor ( . l‘l A -'-.l SAR

DALY PROMOTIONS
on food and drink

©

-

{ THE WOME OF SPORT IN MACAT!
17 TVs and massive
omidoor cinema screen

’ DAILY HAPPY HOUR
apm-Spm
Buy 1 gel 1'iree

e ==
FREE PICK TP & DROP OFF
car service irom

| anywhere in e 5.1

na TG T ikl g

R/C, Shop F-GO16-6:019, Broadway Hotel, Rotunda do Duque Oeste, Taipa, Macan
Tel.: 2875 2045 or 63251245

Tuesday 1o Sunday
Irom 9pm

f [&9]

Finud s
on Facebook
and Triphdvisor

+# MACAUBATS
zewsts RUGBY CLUB #Pis@Esing

KIDS RUGBY, GIVE IT A TRY
EBF TS IR A

ﬁ Macau Bats Rugby

l ' macaubats@gmail.com
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FOOTBALL

Atletico leads Spanish challenge
to Champions League revamp

Rob Harris, Paris

EVEN Spanish soccer

teams have protested

against a plan to trans-

form the Champions
League into a largely closed
competition, openly opposing
the European Club Association
ahead of emergency meetings in
Malta.

Atletico Madrid, second to
Barcelona in the Spanish lea-
gue, is the leading club to com-
plain to the ECA leadership
about its vision for launching a
“frontal attack” on the stability
of the European game in a let-
ter obtained by The Associated
Press yesterday.

Barcelona and Real Madrid,
whose officials sit on the ECA
executive board, are not among
the signatories.

But Spain’s other seven mem-
bers of the ECA have broken
rank to express concern to
the organization about a lack
of consultation and openness
about plans they say represent
“the biggest threat in the history
of European football in recent
years.”

The ECA, which is led by Ju-
ventus chairman Andrea Agnel-
li, has pushed a vision presen-
ted by UEFA that wants 24 out
of 32 teams in the group stage
returning the following season
regardless of where they finish
in their domestic leagues. That
would involve promotion and
relegation with the Europa Lea-
gue, which would have similar
locked-in places and movement
with a new third competition.

“The new European Club Com-

TENNIS

Liverpool: the latest European Champions

petitions model proposed by
UEFA and the Executive Board
of the ECA represents a poten-
tial great threat, not only to
national leagues and the great
majority of clubs, but for all Eu-
ropean football, representing a
frontal attack to the competitive
balance and to the stability of
domestic competitions,” Athle-
tic Bilbao, Atletico Madrid,
Malaga, Sevilla, Real Sociedad,
Valencia and Villarreal wrote to
the ECA leadership.

“We sincerely believe that we
are facing the biggest threat in
the history of European football
in recent years for clubs and na-
tional leagues.”

The status of competitions
like the Spanish league could

be diminished without the four
Champions League spots to play
for each season.

“We firmly believe that Euro-
pean competitions should be a
reward for excellence,” the Spa-
nish clubs wrote, “in which the
best teams participate in a com-
petition open to all, based on
the principles of sporting merit,
solidarity among clubs, fair dis-
tribution, etc.”

Currently, only the Europa
League winner is promoted to
the Champions League and the
Champions League victor is en-
sured of a return the following
season.

“Access should always be
achieved, with only the excep-
tions that apply in the current

Rain won’t go away at Roland
Garros, delaying quarterfinals

format, through domestic com-
petitions,” the clubs wrote.

The seven teams threatened
to end their membership of the
ECA, which holds a special as-
sembly in Malta on Thursday
and Friday to discuss the com-
petition format changes.

“We are very concerned about
the way these drastic changes
are being proposed,” the clubs
wrote. “The lack of transparen-
cy, with negotiations led by a
few that have become represen-
tatives of European clubs, leads
to many of us no longer feeling
represented by the Executive
Board of the ECA.

“Proof of this is that the new
model has not been shown to us
at any time.”

AP PHOTO

steady rain delayed
he start of play in the
last two French Open wo-
men’s quarterfinals for at
least two hours yesterday.
Defending champion
Simona Halep of Roma-
nia was scheduled to face
17-year-old Amanda Ani-
simova of the United Sta-
tes in Court Philippe Cha-
trier, and No. 8 Ash Barty
of Australia was supposed
to meet No. 14 Madison
Keys of the United States
in Court Suzanne Lenglen.
The winners of those two
matches would, in theory,

play each other in the se-
mifinals today, but that
could change if they are
unable to get the quarter-
finals done earlier.

The other women’s semi-
final is set: No. 26 Johanna
Konta of Britain vs. unsee-
ded 19-year-old Marketa
Vondrousova of the Czech
Republic.

The temperature was be-
low 60 degrees F (15 de-
grees C) and the forecast
predicted showers all day.
Roland Garros is the only
Grand Slam site without a
covered court; a retracta-

ble roof is expected to be
added to the main stadium
before next year’s tourna-
ment.

It’s all a bit of bad news
for the players who had yet
to play their quarterfinals.

On the men’s side, that
includes No. 1 Novak
Djokovic, who is attemp-
ting to win a fourth con-
secutive Grand Slam title.
His match against No.
5 Alexander Zverev was
scheduled to follow Halep-
-Anisimova in the tourna-
ment’s main stadium.

The other remaining sin-

gles match, No. 4 Dominic
Thiem vs. No. 10 Karen
Khachanov, was to come
after Barty-Keys.

The winners of those
men’s quarterfinals will
square off in the semifi-
nals, which are planned
for Friday. The other se-
mifinal will be between
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal, who advanced with
victories Tuesday.

Anisimova is the first
tennis player born in the
2000s to reach the round
of eight at any major tour-
nament. AP

On Tuesday, French President
Emmanuel Macron joined the
resistance against changes to
the Champions League format.
The intervention in a speech at
a FIFA event in Paris angered
UEFA President Aleksander
Ceferin, who told the AP it was
a “clear interference of politics
in sports.”

French soccer federation pre-
sident Noél Le Graét tried to
smooth relations yesterday in
an address to the FIFA Con-
gress.

Le Graét said he was “deligh-
ted to work alongside” Ceferin,
and that while France’s voice
should be heard in the debate
“there shouldn’t be interference
from anybody else.” AP
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Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips ﬂ/ f;

Swivming IN ‘Dracon
Boar WaTeR’

| have written a lot about stories and legends
relating to the coming Tuen Ng Festival, better
known as the Dragon Boat Festival, which is
tomorrow, Friday, 7 June. However, as | was
going through my writings, | had missed one
important custom that we used to practice when
| was young. That is swimming in the “Dragon
Boat Water.” Although the direct translation
of the term is “swimming in the Dragon Boat
Water,” it actually does not really require swim-
ming. The custom is merely to get into the water
on Dragon Boat Day.

Every year at Tuen Ng Festival we are already
in the summer season, so it is understandable
that it is also swimming season. But why do we
specifically have to go swimming during Tuen
Ng Festival? And what is considered “Dragon
Boat Water”?

First, can you guess why we have to swim in
Dragon Boat Water? Of course, the superstition
is that Dragon Boat Water can help wash away
bad luck. We Chinese have a strong tradition
of relating most of our customs to gaining good
luck or preventing bad luck. But there is also a
belief that swimming in Dragon Boat Water can
heal skin diseases. | read somewhere that it ac-
tually has a scientific foundation. Especially in
the South China Sea, during the time of June the
water level is higher, diluting the saltiness of the
sea water. So the quality of the water during this
period of time used to be good for the skin and
may heal some simple skin diseases. However,
that was before our beaches in Macau were
seriously polluted. Nowadays, we may need to
beware of getting skin problems when swim-
ming in the polluted ocean. So where should we
swim this Friday to wash away bad luck?

Technically, getting into a swimming pool does
not fulfill the practice. To qualify as Dragon Boat
Water, the basic assumption is of course that
dragon boats have passed through the body of
water: usually the river or sea in most parts of
China. In Macau, before the sea was reclaimed
into land and lakes, the dragon boat race was
held in the sea, so the whole sea surrounding
Macau was considered Dragon Boat Water.
Every Tuen Ng Festival, the first thing that co-
mes to my mind reminiscing over a long-gone
swimming area.

When | was a kid, the most crowded place
on Tuen Ng Festival was a swimming area so-
mewhere around Avenida da Amizade. It disa-
ppeared so many years ago, | cannot even recall
its exact location. | have the fading memory of a
small bamboo-built structure where we left our
clothes and belongings and just jumped into
the water. For sunbathing, one needed to swim
out to a large floating board some two hundred
meters away from the bamboo structure. Those
who did not swim well would have to go to the
two beaches in Coloane, just to dip in the water.
Going to Hac Sa Beach or Cheok Wan Beach
was not as easy as it is nowadays. Coloane was
considered very far away at the time, because
not many people had cars and buses were not
frequent. That is why the beaches were not as
crowded.

Over the years, as the population increases
and the swimming area in Amizade has disa-
ppeared, we have moved to swimming pools.
The truth is we can no longer swim in actual
Dragon Boat Water, which is now a lake not fit
for swimming, so any water will do, | guess. This
may or may not still wash away bad luck, but
surely will not heal skin diseases.

THE

A rape lawsuit against Juventus star Cris-
tiano Ronaldo in the US that made headlines
last year has been dropped.

A notice of voluntary dismissal was filed in
Nevada state court in Las Vegas. The filing
did not say whether the accuser had reached a
settlement with the Portuguese soccer player,
media reported yesterday.

The New York Times reported in March that
Juventus, the Italian league champions, wou-

ldn’t participate in the International Cham-
pions Cup in the US this summer to avoid the
risk that Ronaldo would be detained by au-
thorities as part of a rape investigation.

Ronaldo publicly denied the allegations and
never filed a response to the lawsuit.

A five-time winner of soccer’s most pres-
tigious award, the Ballon d’Or, Ronaldo is
also the sport’s most popular player on so-
cial media.

Macau Film
Festival invited to
‘Fantastic 7’ squad

HE  world-renowned

Cannes Film Festival of
France has invited the In-
ternational Film Festival &
Awards - Macao (IFFAM)
and six famous film festi-
vals from different regions
of the world to become the
co-operation of film festivals
known as the “Fantastic 7”.

Fantastic 7 is a newly lau-
nched project of Cannes
Film Festival, counting the
participation of seven other
film festivals from different
regions of the world.

During the 72nd Cannes
Film Festival, each partici-
pating entity showcased a
start-up project to film in-
dustry professionals from
around the globe. Repre-
senting IFFAM, a local
film project “Wonderland”,
which received the Macau
Spirit Award at IFFAM last
year, was presented at the
pitching session. Director
of the Macau film project,
Chao Koi Wang, producer
Tingting Huang, together
with IFFAM Head of In-
dustry Office, June Wu,
and member of the Inter-
national Advisory Board,
Michael J. Werner, partici-
pated in the related activi-
ties during the Cannes Film
Festival.

The other six film festivals
invited for Fantastic 7 this
year are Sitges-Internatio-
nal Fantastic Film Festival
of Catalonia, Bucheon In-
ternational Fantastic Film
Festival, Cairo Internatio-
nal Film Festival, Festival
Internacional de Cine de
Guadalajara, SXSW South
by Southwest Film Festival,
and the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival TIFF.

Meanwhile, the Macau
Films & Television Pro-
ductions and Culture As-
sociation, one of the co-
-organizers of IFFAM, is
partnering with the worl-
d-famous TorinoFilmLab
(FL) this year to launch
a Macao-TorinoFilmLab
training program, “Script
& Creative Production
Workshop”. Local young
film talents who have the
potential to create outs-
tanding film projects are
invited to join the film
program, which provides
opportunities for partici-
pants to exchange and in-
teract with international
film professionals.

4 Macau
joins seven
famous film
festivals in
the Cannes-
led project

In April, the organizer
of the program openly re-
cruited new film projects
in Macau, finally selecting
“Falling King of Jai-Alai”
(Director/Screenwriter:
Oliver Fa /Producer: Fer-
nando Lourenco), “The
Big Circle” (Director/
Screenwriter: Maxim Bes-
semrtnyi /Producer: Jorge
Cordeiro dos Santos) and
“The Rainbow Sky” (Di-
rector/Screenwriter: David
Tan /Producer: Chan Pou
Sam). The three selected
teams are entitled to take
the join the program’s two

phases in Italy from June 7
to 11, and from November

18 to 23.
The first phase of the
training includes script

creation. During the wri-
ting process, the teams
will be able to discuss their
works with film industry
experts in order to develop
their skills. The main con-
tent of the second phase
includes creative develop-
ment and production, pit-
ching, audience design, sa-
les and distribution, finan-
cing and post-production.

The 4th edition of the In-
ternational Film Festival
& Awards - Macao will be
held from December 5 to
10, 2019.

Since its launch in 2016,
the Organizing Committee
has been striving to attain
international status for the
film festival and establish
it as a world-renowned
event. The Committee said
it continues to work toward
forging IFFAM into a pres-
tigious brand in the world
and introduce world-class
exchange opportunities to
local cultural and creative
industry professionals.

Through these efforts,
the Committee also hopes
to steer the city’s tourism
industry development, and
further raise Macau’s inter-
national profile.

“It is a great honor for
IFFAM to be invited to be
part of Fantastic 7,” a sta-
tement from the Organi-
zing Committee read. “This
opportunity promises to
enhance the strengths of
IFFAM continuously and
fuels its progress on the in-
ternational stage.” DB

SOURCE: DSMG
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Roadside 20-40
Good

High

Density 15-35

Residental Good

Area

Ambient 20-40
Good

WORLD BRIEFS

AP PHOTO

SUDAN Protest leaders
dismissed a call
yesterday for talks with
the ruling generals,
saying the military
cannot be serious about
negotiations while
troops keep shooting
and killing protesters.
The military’s violent
crackdown has already
claimed 60 lives this
week.

GERMANY A former
nurse on trial on
allegations he killed
100 patients at two
hospitals in northern
Germany apologized to
his victims’ relatives in
a final statement to the
court yesterday, saying
he realized how much
pain and suffering he
had caused with his
“terrible deeds.”

UK World leaders
including U.S. President
Donald Trump gathered
yesteday on the south
coast of England

to mark the 75th
anniversary of the
D-Day landings. But the
stars of the show were
the elderly veterans of
that campaign who said
they were surprised by
all the attention: They
were just doing their
jobs.

__AP PHOTO
T
S

USA San Francisco
officials decided
yesterday (local time) to
force some people with
serious mental illness
and drug addiction into
treatment, even if it
goes against the spirit
of a city known for its
fierce protection of civil
rights.



