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OSAKA SUMMIT The 
Group of 20 summit in 
Osaka this week will be 
Trump and Putin’s first 
meeting since special 
counsel Robert Mueller 
ended his investigation 
with no finding that the 
Trump campaign in 2016 
conspired with Russia. 
The agenda remains a 
mystery, as still does 
the outcome of their last 
meeting, nearly a year 
ago in Finland.

CHINA criticized the 
U.S.’s efforts to enforce 
its law abroad following 
a Washington Post news 
report three Chinese 
banks might be penalized 
over dealings with North 
Korea. The banks named 
by The Post denied they 
were under investigation. 
More on p11

SINGAPORE Drones 
buzzing around 
Singapore’s Changi 
Airport have caused 63 
flights to be delayed or 
diverted in the past week, 
triggering an investigation 
and raising questions 
about the motives of the 
offenders. More on p12

VIETNAM A court 
sentenced an American 
to 12 years in jail for 
what was described as 
an attempt to overthrow 
the Communist nation’s 
government. Michael 
Nguyen (pictured) was 
also convicted of inciting 
people to participate in 
protests with the intent 
to attack government 
offices in Hanoi, and Ho 
Chi Minh City.
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 P4 ENERGY  P6 HONG KONG

macau scores low in 
energy competitiveness 

popularity plunge 
for carrie lam

A ranking of environmentally-friendly cities 
places the SAR below more than two-thirds 
of the 294 Chinese cities surveyed, a result 
described by researchers as “rather behind” 

The Beijing-backed chief 
executive has seen her approval 
rating fall to a record low of 23% 
and her disapproval rise to 67% P3 FINANCE

china to 
issue 2 
billion yuan 
in gov’t 
bonds

 P5

 P3

TOURISM

Macau’s travel alert coverage 
far from comprehensive

LAWMAKERS, JOURNALISTS, ACTIVISTS

Concerns brewing over 
civil protection bill
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FOR the first time, the 
city’s Office for Per-

sonal Data Protection 
(GPDP) has issued a fine 
for a case of random cold 
calling. Recently, the 
GPDP issued the fine to 
parties involved in the cos-
metics industry, who cold 
called numbers seeking 
business. 

According to the GPDP, 
the office has been recei-
ving complaints about 
marketing tactics, with the 
complaints worsening in 
2019. 

In response to the com-
plaints and the subsequent 
investigation, a local cos-
metic company was fined 
a total of MOP110,000 for 
two violations. 

For the first five months 
of the year, the GPDP has 
investigated 15 cases, dou-
ble that during the same 
period last year. 

According to the GPDP, 
as is typical for such cases, 
many difficulties were fa-
ced during the investiga-
tion. 

Currently, the Office is 

conducting investigations 
into multiple cases, and it 
considers it to be inappro-
priate to disclose details 
from those cases.  

In addition, the Office 
appeals to the public to 
cautiously respond to such 
sales calls and to avoid 
providing personal infor-
mation or accepting invi-
tations before confirming 
the caller’s identity. 

The GPDP said that it will 
continue to combat the 
illegal handling of perso-
nal data.

THE Judiciary Po-
lice (PJ) has cra-

cked down on a group 
for illegal lending, ar-
resting five local resi-
dents, with still more 
to be believed on the 
run, the PJ reported 
yesterday. 

In total, the case 
involved HKD24 
million and at least 
86 incidences of pro-
fiteering. 

The case was firstly 
reported to the PJ in 
June 2017, when 10 
local residents filed a 
report to the bureau 

and other govern-
mental departments. 

According to the vic-
tims, they were told 
that they were obliged 
to pay between 8% 
and 10% interest on 
the borrowing. 

The illegal lender also 
requested that the bor-
rowers pay the inte-
rest within 12 months 
of the borrowing, and 
during this period, the 
borrowers were not 
allowed to pay off their 
loan in advance. 

Some of the victims 
who failed to repay were 

sued by the loan group. 
According to the PJ, 

the group started ope-
rations in July 2015. 
They advertised their 
business by handing 
out cards outdoors, 
and through an online 
platform.  

Five people have been 
arrested, including 
four men and one wo-
man. They were the 
brains of the group, 
aged between 28 and 
59 years old. All five 
will be charged with 
profiteering and money 
laundering.

Five arrested for illegal lending GPDP issues first fine against 
cold call marketing

ILHA VERDE HILL 

CCAC says evidence supports 
Macau Diocese ownership 
Staff reporter

THE Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) has 

stated that there is strong evi-
dence to show that the land 
plot at Ilha Verde Hill, which 
formed the core of a corrup-
tion probe disclosed on Mon-
day, belongs to the Macau 
Diocese. The statement was 
made during a press confe-
rence hosted by the CCAC to 
clear up several matters con-
cerning the case.

“No legal or official docu-
ment was found to prove that 
there had been, in the pre-
vious two centuries or so, any 
lawsuit or conflict related to 
the ownership of the Ilha Ver-
de Hill land plot,” explained 
Lam Chi Long, deputy com-
missioner and director of the 
Ombudsman Bureau of the 
CCAC. 

“Some documents, however, 
have shown that the Portu-
guese administration in Ma-
cau had rented the Hill for 
military purposes for an ex-
tensive period of time. Also 
documented was the agree-
ment that the Portuguese ad-
ministration in Macau signed 
with the Macau Diocese about 
the ownership of the hill.”

“As such, the CCAC found 
it groundless to overrule the 
ownership registration of the 
hill,” he said.

On Monday, the CCAC dis-
closed the result of its inves-
tigation into the land plot at 
Ilha Verde Hill, which accor-
ding to the property registra-
tion and cadastral records, 
consists of the hill itself and 
the adjacent areas. 

During the course of the in-
vestigation, the CCAC uncove-
red a pattern of public depart-

ment mismanagement.
It found that, when it came to 

the conservation and planning 
of the land parcel, the Land, 
Public Works and Transport 
Bureau (DSSOPT) and Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau (IC) had 
failed to adhere to regula-
tions outlined in the Urban 
Planning Law and the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Law.

However, after the initial 
release of the report, the DS-
SOPT has been slow to res-
pond, according to the CCAC. 
It has raised concerns within 
the anti-graft body that its su-
ggestions are being taken as 
mere recommendations, and 
may be ignored by the entities 
that were investigated.

Commissioner André 

Cheong admitted that the text 
of the report amounts to litt-
le more than suggestions. It 
does however, provide a legal 
perspective to government 
bureaus in the course of their 
work. 

If serious breach was found, 
there would be mechanism to 
deal with the matter, added 
Cheong. “Because the CCAC 
directly reports to the Chief 
Executive, it can make sug-
gestions to the Chief Execu-
tive, who can turn these sug-
gestions into orders,” he said.

The CCAC investigation re-
vealed that the administration 
had not put sufficient effort 
into conserving the hill and 
landscape, which has been 
deemed to hold cultural heri-
tage value under the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Law of 
2013.

In December 2017, based on 
the opinions provided by the 
IC, the DSSOPT revised some 
of the contents of the urbani-
zation plan, which expanded 
the green conservation zone 
to the entire hill, shrank the 
areas in which building is per-
mitted and lowered the permi-
tted maximum building height 
in some of the areas.

Meanwhile, the anti-cor-
ruption agency accused the 
IC of being complacent in its 
inspection works of the land 
parcel, saying that in a recent 
case, the bureau should have 
urged the mandatory inspec-
tion with the respective costs 
borne by the owner of the pro-
perty.

The entire investigation had 
been triggered by complain-
ts submitted by various com-
panies and associations in Ma-
cau.
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Civil Protection Bill continues to 
generate concern from all corners 

China to issue 2 billion renminbi in gov’t bonds
THE Chinese Central 

Government will 
issue 2 billion renmin-
bi-worth (USD290.6 
million) of government 
bonds in Macau on July 
4, according to a joint 
announcement yester-
day by the Ministry of 
Finance of the People’s 
Republic of China, and 
the local government in 
Macau.

Local authorities said 

they welcome the is-
suance of the renminbi 
bonds in Macau. 

In the statement, the 
government said the 
issuance would mark a 
milestone in the deve-
lopment of Macau’s fi-
nancial sector and acce-
lerate the development 
of a local bond market. 
It also assists with the 
diversification plan for 
Macau’s economy, the 

government said. 
The Monetary Autho-

rity of Macao is cur-
rently studying the es-
tablishment of a securi-
ties market in the city. 
It is an idea that dates 
back to the 1980s but 
was never seized upon 
by successive adminis-
trations.

The Central Govern-
ment’s decision to issue 
government bonds in 

Macau coincides with 
the year of the 20th 
anniversary of the spe-
cial administrative re-
gion.

A source at the Mone-
tary Authority told Reu-
ters that China has ne-
ver sold treasury bonds 
in the MSAR.

The Financial Times 
reported that the is-
suance is not the first 
renminbi-denominated 

debt issued in Macau. 
That came in February 
2018 with the issuance 
of RMB4 billion by the 
state-run Bank of China 
Macau Branch, it said, 
citing Standard Charte-
red.

The local government 
said the bonds will not 
only appeal to corpora-
te investors but will also 
provide the Macau pu-
blic with another option 

for investment. 
The public will be 

able to subscribe to the 
bonds via participating 
banks. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the 
distribution network 
for the product will 
be made available in 
a guidance manual on 
the government bonds 
and via announcemen-
ts by competent autho-
rities. DB

Staff reporters

THE Civil Protection 
Bill, now being con-
sidered in detail by 
the First Standing 

Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL), continues to 
raise concerns from all cor-
ners of Macau society, from 
lawmakers to journalists to ac-
tivists.

LARGE IN SCOPE
The first impression of the 

Civil Protection Bill from the 
First Standing Committee of 
the Legislative Assembly is 
that the proposed law is “small 
in size but large in scope.” 

The Committee began its de-
tailed discussion of the pro-
posed legislation yesterday. 
The president of the Standing 
Committee, Ho Ion Sang, 
made his comments on behalf 
of the working group during a 
media briefing after the mee-
ting.

According to Ho, “the com-
mittee considered that the 
number of articles in the bill 
is few but their scope is wide 
and the law’s provisions are 
also not clear and did not fully 
reflect the content of the civil 
protection work.”

Questioned on the proposal 
to establish a crime of order 
and public safety disturbances 
during emergencies, Ho said 
that similar provisions are al-
ready established by Macau’s 
Penal Code. 

He said that the committee 
has the opinion that, if there is 
an amendment regarding this 
part, it should be an amend-
ment to such a Code instead 
of being part of a Civil Protec-
tion Bill in order to maintain 
“coherence and consistency.”

Another of the topics addres-
sed by the committee chair-
man is that the bill fails to 
clarify the powers of both the 
Chief Executive and the Secre-

tary for Security, adding that 
there are several points nee-
ding further consideration as 
well as clarification from the 
government. 

The notes and questions by 
the AL committee on its first 
exposure to the bill hint that 
the earlier hopes expressed 
by the Secretary for Security, 
Wong Sio Chak, to have the 
law in force by this year’s peak 
typhoon season, would be a dif-
ficult task to achieve unless the 
government decides to drop 
significant parts of the bill.

THE CONTROVERSIAL 
ARTICLE 25

Yesterday, the Macau Portu-
guese and English Press As-
sociation (AIPIM) submitted 
a letter to Ho Ion Sang, in his 

capacity as President of the 
First Standing Committee, re-
questing a meeting with the 
lawmakers responsible for re-
viewing the Civil Protection Bill.

The letter seeks to raise awa-
reness of article 25, a parti-
cularly controversial aspect 
of the bill that proposes a 
prison sentence of up to two 
years (or up to 240 days’ fine) 
for the spreading of rumors, 
fake news or misinformation 
during emergency situations. 
The sentence could become 
three years if it causes public 
panic or constrains the res-
ponse of civil protection enti-
ties.

“Our aim is to raise aware-
ness on the need to amend ar-
ticle 25 of the bill in order to 
avoid a potential negative im-

pact on freedom of expression 
and press freedom whenever 
a ‘state of immediate preven-
tion’ [state of alarm] is decla-
red,” noted AIPIM.

MISLEADING THE PUBLIC
At an event held by this week 

by the New Macau Association 
(ANM), local activist Jason 
Chao argued that the gover-
nment was not being entirely 
honest in using legal examples 
from foreign jurisdictions to 
lobby for the legislation.

Chao said that the govern-
ment had misled the public 
by highlighting the cases of 
India, Switzerland and France 
to support the provision of pu-
nishable rumor spreading.

ANM expressed its concern 
with article 25 of the Civil Pro-

tection Bill, saying that the re-
quirement of “proactivity” is 
extremely vague. 

Moreover, the Association 
claims the government’s jus-
tification misrepresented in-
ternational examples, which 
in turn misled the public. It 
raised questions about the real 
intention behind the bill, whi-
ch they say is to control online 
speech.

The Association will submit 
its opinions to the Legislati-
ve Assembly, adding that the 
government should respond 
to their concerns. Otherwise, 
they say the relevant provi-
sions should be withdrawn.

The Association thinks the 
provision will set up some 
kind of obstruction of commu-
nication. Director Rocky Chan 
said that the government had 
not elaborated on the concer-
ned provisions, which may 
eventually cause a chilling ef-
fect that hinders the multifa-
ceted spread of information. 

The media may only be per-
mitted to report “official” in-
formation under such condi-
tions, suggested Chan.

The government claimed that 
many countries or regions, 
among them India, Switzer-
land and France, impose cri-
minal punishment on the dis-
semination of rumors. 

However, Jason Chao poin-
ted out that the international 
examples cited by the gover-
nment are highly misleading; 
courts in India have even ruled 
against the legislation, calling 
it unconstitutional.

The legislative intent of 
Switzerland and France is to 
punish certain people who 
intend to spread false infor-
mation that poses a danger to 
a person or property, rather 
than to control the spread of 
rumors. Chao added that ge-
nerally such legislation was 
enacted to help the media ve-
rify its information.
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Macau bested by 200 mainland 
cities on energy intensity 
Julie Zhu

MACAU is not an energy- 
friendly city by Chinese 

standards, suggests a recently 
released report showing the 
SAR was bested by more than 
200 mainland cities in terms of 
energy intensity.

The findings come from the 
2018 China (Macau and the 
Greater Bay Area) Urban Com-
petitiveness Report, relea-
sed yesterday by the Institute 
for Sustainable Development 
(TISD) of the Macau Universi-
ty of Science and Technology 
(MUST). 

Among 294 cities in China - 
including the two special admi-
nistrative regions - Macau ranks 
250th in terms of ecological ur-
ban competitiveness.

Explaining the reasons behind 
the low ranking, Liu Chengkun, 
director of the TISD, revealed 
that the low ranking in respect 
of ecological urban competiti-
veness is due to the high energy 
consumption and the limited 
green land per capita. 

“Sustainable competitiveness 
includes an evaluation of envi-
ronmentally-friendly cities. Ma-
cau seems to be rather behind,” 
remarked Liu.

The sub-index of the evalua-
tion of environmentally-friendly 
cities includes energy intensity, 
where Macau ranks approxima-
tely 200th among all cities. 

“Energy Intensity stands for 
energy per unit of GDP. Even 
though Macau is dominated by 
the gaming industry, Macau is 
not an energy-saving and envi-
ronmentally-friendly city in ter-
ms of energy consumption,” Liu 
explained. 

“Another factor is the green 
area per capita; Macau is cer-
tainly very low compared to 
other cities,” observed Liu. 

The researcher elaborated by 

saying that Macau is nearly a 
100 percent urbanized city, whe-
reas other mainland cities are 
still surrounded by suburbs con-
taining large areas of green land. 

Another contributing reason 
factor in Macau’s low rank in 
ecological urban competitive-
ness is the fact that Macau does 
not have state-level nature re-
serves. However, Liu pointed 
out that since the survey adop-
ted mainland criteria, the lack 
of state-level nature reserves in 
Macau is a factor which wrongly 
contributes to the city’s ranking 
as it has other nature reserves 
which could be considered state- 

level nature reserves. 
Among 294 cities in China, 

the report ranked Macau 14th 
and 3rd in terms of urban com-
prehensive competitiveness and 
comprehensive efficiency com-
petitiveness, respectively. Ma-
cau ranked 12th and 7th among 
the 294 cities in terms of condi-
tions for business and living res-
pectively.

Despite being ranked mostly 
in the top ten in the majority of 
indexes, Macau was shown to be 
the least competitive in terms 
of social environment, ranking 
285th. 

Inequality between local and 
non-local residents is one of the 
factors explaining Macau’s low 
rank in terms of social environ-
ment competitiveness. 

The report ranked Shenzhen 1st 
in terms of urban comprehensi-
ve competitiveness. Guangzhou, 
Dongguan and Foshan also pla-
ced ahead of Macau in that res-
pect. 

Talking about the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA), Liu noted that 
compared to the world’s biggest 
bay areas, the GBA is unique in 
terms of economic and political 
systems. 

However, instead of seeing the 
differences in political systems 
between Macau, Hong Kong and 
the mainland as a disadvantage, 
Liu suggested that systematic 
differences may actually bring 
advantages to the GBA.
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GGCT stresses: travel alert is 
recommendation, not prohibition

TOURISM

China reduces application 
fee for Macau travel document
CHINA has reduced 

the application fees 
for its citizens who wish 
to apply for travel docu-
ments to Hong Kong and 
Macau, and for mainland 
Chinese passports, accor-
ding to an announcement 
by the country’s National 
Immigration Administra-

tion. The measures will 
enter into force on July 1. 

Originally, the applica-
tion fee for a Hong Kong 
or Macau travel docu-
ment was RMB80. The 
new price will be set at 
RMB60. 

A Chinese passport can 
also be used by mainland 

citizens to visit Macau. 
Mainlanders using their 
passport to visit Macau 
are granted a seven-day 
stay each time they have  
a layover in the SAR 
when traveling from the 
mainland to a third coun-
try, or when returning 
from a third country back 

to mainland China. 
The application fee for 

this document will be re-
duced from RMB160 to 
RMB120.

In 2018, China issued 
more than 100 million 
entry-exit travel docu-
ments to its own resi-
dents. In the same year, 

China processed a total 
of 97.21 million applica-
tions for passports, Hong 
Kong and Macau visas, 
and Taiwan visas, repre-
senting an increase of 
12.6 percent. 

According to the main-
land immigration autho-
rity, the fee reduction 
will benefit a total of 65 
million people each year.

This year, mainland 
China eased several en-
try-exit measures for 
its residents, including 
allowing many residen-
ts to apply for travel do-
cuments, such as Hong 

Kong and Macau travel 
permits, in any mainland 
Chinese city rather than 
only in their hometown.  

Except for mainland 
tourists who traveled 
to Hong Kong, Macau 
and Taiwan, there were 
about 71.25 million trips 
to overseas countries in 
2018. 

The fee reduction will 
not necessarily lead to 
more mainlanders visi-
ting Macau, because the 
fee reduction does not 
ease visa endorsement 
policies for mainland tou-
rists. JZ

Renato Marques

MACAU’S Tou-
rism Crisis Ma-
nagement Office 
(GGCT) issues 

travel warnings to countries 
and regions to serve only as 
recommendations, the Office 
stressed a day after it reminded 
the public that its second-most 
serious level warning would re-
main in force for Sri Lanka. 

Travel warnings issued by the 
Office can influence trips made 
by local residents to such lo-
cations. The system has been 
used as a guideline or referen-
ce on several occasions, inclu-
ding the recent decision of the 
Macau Football Association to 
forbid the National Team from 
playing in Sri Lanka, a country 
on the level 2 travel alert list - 
countries to which unnecessary 
trips should be reconsidered.

The warning was issued in 
late April after a series of bom-
bing attacks targeting chur-
ches and hotels in the country 
on Easter Sunday and is still 
in force, as reaffirmed by the 
GGCT notification on Monday. 
The notification advises Macau 
residents who intend to travel 
to Sri Lanka to reconsider their 
plans.

With the purpose of learning 
more about the system, and its 
evaluation and purpose, the 
Times contacted the Office yes-
terday. 

“In the evaluation of the is-
suing, cancellation, elevation 
or decrease of the level of travel 
alert, risk factors and dangers 
involving socio-economic and 
political frame of the destina-
tions are taken into account,” 
wrote the GGCT in a note to the 
Times. The Office added that 
such risks can constitute a sim-
ple or more complex scenario, 
in which multiple dangers are 
present at the same time.

It also noted, regarding the 
purposes of the system, that the 

“Travel Alert System […] acts 
only as an indicator of states of 
emergency in order to raise the 
awareness of individual people 
[…] and does not constitute a 
guarantee of security.” 

Neither does it aim to be a 
“prohibition on traveling.”

Instead, “it is up to each per-
son to decide to travel or to ad-
just their travel plan according 
to the information provided.”

The equivalent authority in 
Hong Kong, the Hong Kong 
Outbound Travel Alert (OTA), 

publishes a more comprehen-
sive list of dangerous destina-
tions, including countries such 
as Syria, Pakistan and Leba-
non. Asked about their absence 
from the Macau travel warning 
list, the Office said that their in-
clusion or not depends “on the 
degree of threat to personal sa-
fety, the duration of the threat, 
and whether the affected site is 
a travel destination sought by 
Macau residents.” 

The GGCT considers “whe-
ther tourists have been [di-

rectly] threatened, and if other 
travel alerts were issued by 
authorities in mainland China, 
the Hong Kong Special Admi-
nistrative Region and other 
neighboring regions.” 

At present the local alert sys-
tem includes 77 countries and 
destinations considered popu-
lar destinations by Macau re-
sidents. The examples of Syria, 
Pakistan, and Lebanon, which 
were noted in Hong Kong’s 
OTA, are not on the list.

The OTA System says its mis-

sion is “to help people better 
understand the risk or threat 
to personal safety in traveling.” 
It includes a total of 88 coun-
tries and territories considered 
popular travel destinations for 
Hong Kong residents.

According to information 
from the Hong Kong Security 
Bureau, factors that may affect 
the personal safety of Hong 
Kong residents include public 
health problems, food safety 
and the risk of contracting in-
fectious diseases.
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FWD Group is in ad-
vanced talks to buy 

MetLife Inc.’s Hong 
Kong insurance unit in 
what would be the latest 
in a string of acquisitions 
by the insurer backed by 
billionaire Richard Li, 
people familiar with the 
matter said.

The companies could 
reach an agreement in 
the next few weeks, the 
people said, asking not 
to be identified because 
the discussions are pri-

vate. A deal could value 
MetLife Hong Kong 
at less than USD400 
million and would help 
FWD boost its presence 
in the former British co-
lony, the people said.

At that price, MetLi-
fe would sell the asset 
for less than its $400 
million embedded value, 
a measure of the value 
of its insurance con-
tracts, when Bloomberg 
News first reported on 
the potential sale last 

year. China has been 
working to curb demand 
for Hong Kong insuran-
ce products, which are 
popular with mainland 
Chinese customers who 
see them as offshore 
investments which can 
help to safeguard their 
assets and hedge against 
yuan volatility.

Still, some buyers 
have been willing to do 
deals betting on further 
growth in the industry. 
An arm of Hong Kong 

property tycoon Henry 
Cheng’s New World De-
velopment Co. agreed to 
acquire FTLife Insurance 
Co. for HKD21.5 billion 
($2.75 billion) in De-
cember. In 2017, Hong 
Kong-based investment 
fund Jeneration Holdin-
gs Ltd. agreed to buy Axa 
SA’s local wealth mana-
gement unit.

Talks over MetLife 
Hong Kong are ongoing 
and could still fall apart, 
the people said. Repre-

sentatives for FWD and 
New York-based MetLife 
declined to comment.

MetLife’s Asia business 
saw adjusted earnings 
increase 9% in the first 
quarter thanks to grow-
th in South Korea and 
China. The company 
said in May it also recor-
ded strong momentum 
during the period in Ja-
pan, where it’s focused 
on accident and health 
coverage as well as fo-
reign-exchange produc-
ts. The company also has 
operations in Australia, 
Bangladesh, India, Ma-
laysia, Nepal and Viet-
nam.

FWD has been buying 
insurance assets across 

Asia, agreeing in Oc-
tober to acquire control 
of Commonwealth Bank 
of Australia’s Indone-
sian life insurance arm. 
In 2017, it purchased 
American International 
Group Inc.’s Japane-
se life unit, after earlier 
doing deals in Singapore 
and Vietnam.

Earlier this year, FWD 
reached a preliminary 
pact with Siam Com-
mercial Bank Pcl on a 
potential life-insurance 
partnership. Siam Com-
mercial, Thailand’s big-
gest listed lender by as-
sets, had unsuccessfully 
explored a sale of its life 
insurance business back 
in 2017. Bloomberg

HONG KONG

Carrie Lam sees popularity 
plunge after historic protests

Natalie Lung & Stephen Tan

HONG Kong leader Carrie 
Lam saw her approval ra-

ting plunge 9 percentage points 
in a month, as her bid to ease 
extraditions to China prompted 
hundreds of thousands of protes-
ters to take to the streets.

The Beijing-backed chief exe-
cutive saw her approval rating 
fall to a record low of 23% and 
her disapproval rise to 67%, ac-
cording to a survey released yes-
terday by the University of Hong 
Kong’s Public Opinion Program-
me. Support for the former Bri-
tish colony’s government fell to 
18% - the lowest since 2003 - ac-
cording to the poll of 1,015 resi-
dents conducted between June 
17 and 20.

“The rallies, protests and rela-
ted controversies as a result of 
the amendments of the extradi-
tion bill appear to have affected 
public opinion to a fairly large 
extent,” the polling institute said. 
“The younger and the more edu-
cated the respondents, the more 

critical they are of Carrie Lam.”
The dismal poll performance 

will boost protesters’ efforts to 
force Lam out over the bill, whi-
ch would have for the first time 
allowed the transfer of criminal 
suspects to mainland China. 
While Lam suspended efforts to 
pass the legislation after clashes 
between demonstrators and po-
lice on June 12, rallies calling for 
its withdrawal and her resigna-
tion have continued.

The plunge means that Lam is 
poised to begin her third year 
in office next week more unpo-
pular than any of her three pre-
decessors at this point in their 
terms. By one measure, she 
performs almost as poorly as 
former Chief Executive Tung 
Chee-hwa did after similar 
mass protests in 2003 - unrest 
that contributed to his decision 
to resign more than a year la-
ter.

HKU put her support rating - 
an average of the ratings given 
to her by all respondents, on 
a scale of one to 100 - at 32.8 
points, down from 63.6 points 
during her first week in office. 
That’s as low as either Tung 
or her immediate predecessor, 
Leung Chun-ying, at the depths 
of their unpopularity.

Lam has failed to heal divi-
sions after taking over from 
Leung, who was forced to fore-
go seeking a second term due to 
widespread discontent. While 
she may have underestimated 
the opposition to her extradi-
tion bill, her task was compli-
cated by the requirement to 
serve two masters - Hong Kong 
and Beijing - without a public 
vote to provide a mandate.

The share of survey respon-
dents who said they had trust 
in Lam fell to 28% - the lowest 
figure since HKU began collec-
ting the data in 1992. Bloomberg

 
The younger 
and the more 
educated the 
respondents, 
the more critical 
they are of 
Carrie Lam.

HKU PUBLIC OPINION 
PROGRAMME

Tycoon Richard Li’s FWD in talks 
to buy MetLife Hong Kong
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FOREIGN trade in south Chi-
na’s Guangdong Province re-

corded a total of 2.71 trillion yuan 
(about MOP3.17 trillion or USD 393 
billion) in the first five months of 
the year, up 1.4% year-on-year, cus-
toms authorities said. The modest 
rise comes amid a slowing of the 
Chinese economy, attributed in part 
to China-U.S. trade tensions.

The foreign trade volume of 
Guangdong from January to May 
accounted for 22.4% of the total fo-
reign trade volume of the country, 
according to the Guangdong bran-
ch of the General Administration of 
Customs.

Guangdong’s trade with ASEAN 
countries reached 360.58 billion 
yuan, an increase of 3% year-on- 
year. Meanwhile Guangdong’s tra-
de with the EU saw a significant 
increase of 15.7% in the first five 
months.

Guangdong is a leading foreign 
trade player in the country, with its 
imports and exports topping 7.16 
trillion yuan in 2018, a historic high 
ranking first in the country for the 
33rd year in a row.

Excluding Hong Kong and Macau, 
the population of the Greater Bay 
Area accounts for about 60% of that 
of Guangdong Province. DB

Guangdong’s 
foreign trade 
sees modest rise

SHENZHEN 

Record land sale underscores 
China’s housing demand
CHINESE develo-

pers are betting pro-
perty curbs will even-
tually be loosened 

after splashing out for land in 
Shenzhen.

A sale of five plots of resi-
dential land Monday raised 
22.4 billion yuan (USD3.3 
billion), a record single-day 
haul since the city, part of the 
Greater Bay region with Hong 
Kong, started open land bid-
ding in 2001.

Bidding was so fierce that 
each plot reached the maxi-
mum price set by authorities, 
leaving developers to compe-
te on how much space they 
would set aside for affordable 
housing to be transferred to 
the government for free. On 
top of that, condo buyers will 
be banned from flipping pro-
perties for the first three years.

“These developers can har-
dly profit if current selling 
restrictions are maintained,” 
said Zhang Dawei, an analyst 
at Centaline Group. “They’re 
waging a huge bet on policy 
loosening.”

China has unleashed a vast 
array of measures to control 
housing prices, from curtai-
ling developers’ fundraising 
to limit what they can pay 
for land, to raising deposits 
for second or third proper-
ties, and restricting owner-
ship to holders of local resi-
dency permits.

More than 70 developers joi-
ned the auction, which lasted 

almost three hours, the China 
Fund newspaper reported.

Logan Property Holdings 
Co. won a parcel near Shen-
zhen North Railway Station 
for the equivalent of about 
63,100 yuan per square me-
ter of available floor space, a 
record for the area, according 
to Zhang Xiaoduan, Cushman 
& Wakefield Plc’s head of re-
search in southern China.

“The land offer is the go-
vernment’s way of calming 
the market that more land 
supply is on the way,” said 
Zhang. “But developers 
are hardly convinced. They 
know that lots of land re-
sources will be reserved for 
affordable housing, so such 
commercial supply is still” 
highly sought after, she said. 
Bloomberg
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GAMING

Caesars deal catapults underdog 
Eldorado to casino powerhouse

IN M&A, much like in blackjack, players 
have to be wary of a stiff hand – bid too 

high and it could be a bust. That’s especially 
true when the dealer is Carl Icahn.  

Eldorado Resorts Inc., a casino operator, 
is being punished by shareholders for its ac-
quisition announced Monday of Caesars En-
tertainment Corp. Eldorado’s stock tumbled 
more than 8% percent.

The company agreed to buy its Las Vegas-
-based rival for USD17.3 billion, about half of 
which is made up of debt. 

It’s the biggest casino deal since Caesars’ ill-
-fated leveraged buyout by TPG and Apollo 
Management in 2008 (which came together 
just before the financial crisis took hold and 
later led Caesars into bankruptcy). Eldorado 
also struck a parallel $3.2 billion deal with 

VICI Properties Inc. for certain related real 
estate assets, such as the Harrah’s Resort in 
Atlantic City. 

Icahn, Caesars’ top shareholder, had been 
pushing for a sale of the company and helped 
install industry veteran Tony Rodio as its 
CEO in April. The situation happens to bear 
close resemblance to another deal Eldorado 
did last year, when it acquired Tropicana 
Entertainment from Icahn Enterprises LP, 
the billionaire’s holding company, for $1.85 
billion. Rodio was CEO of Tropicana, too. 

With the Caesars transaction, Reno, Neva-
da-based Eldorado is expanding its portfolio 
to 60 casino resorts and gaming facilities in 
16 states. It had just two as of 2014, accor-
ding to Bloomberg Intelligence. There are 
the benefits of getting bigger, but at the same 

time, Eldorado’s calculations leave little 
room for error. 

Its offer for Caesars is a combination of 
cash and stock that amounts to $12.75 a 
share, a significant bump from its earlier 
$10.50-a-share bid that was reported this 
month by the New York Post, citing an un-
named source. On average, analysts pegged 
the stand-alone value of Caesars shares at 
$11 apiece. 

The final takeover price is a 35% premium 
to its average closing level over the past 20 
trading sessions, though Icahn himself no-
tes that it’s 51% higher than Caesars’ stock 
price before he won three seats on the board 
in March and began making his sale push. 
Icahn built his stake when the stock was tra-
ding below $9. MDT/Bloomberg

Christopher Palmeri

IN the casino business, the 
minnow is swallowing the 
whale.

Eldorado Resorts Inc.’s 
USD8.58 billion acquisition of 
Caesars Entertainment Corp. 
means an underdog from Reno, 
Nevada - a town long in the sha-
dow of Las Vegas - will become 
the largest owner of casinos in 
the U.S.

In the deal, announced Mon-
day, Caesars shareholders will 
receive about $12.75 a share, 
including $8.40 in cash. That’s 
a 28% premium to the casino 
chain’s close on Friday.

While the combined company 
will retain the Caesars name, 
there’s no mistaking who’s 
buying whom in this transac-
tion: Eldorado, with a market 
value of less than $4 billion, 
is clinching the giant from Las 
Vegas and its flagship Caesars 
Palace.

Eldorado’s quick ascent to 
the top of the industry bene-
fited from a campaign by ac-
tivist billionaire Carl Icahn, 
Caesars’ biggest shareholder, 
who pushed for a sale in recent 
months. The Reno company is 
buying an ailing Caesars, still 
coping with the fallout of a 
2008 leveraged buyout that left 
it with a mountain of debt. But 
it wasn’t the only suitor: Golden 
Nugget owner Tilman Fertitta 
proposed merging his restau-
rant and casino empire with 
Caesars last year.

RENO ROOTS
Eldorado dates back to a single 

casino opened in Reno in 1973 
by Donald Carano, a lawyer who 
died in 2017. The town, which 
calls itself “The Biggest Little 
City in the World,” has always 
been the second fiddle of Neva-
da’s gambling industry.

The business has grown ex-
ponentially in recent years un-
der the direction of Tom Reeg, 
who is now chief executive offi-
cer and will lead the combined 
Eldorado-Caesars along with 
Chairman Gary Carano and the 
rest of Eldorado’s management. 
Among its purchases, Eldorado 
acquired MTR Gaming Group 
and Isle of Capri Casinos, and 
last year added Tropicana En-
tertainment, which was control-
led by Icahn.

“Eldorado is 5 for 5 in the mer-
ger department and everyone 
time they announce synergies, 
they find more,” said Chad Bey-
non, an analyst at Macquarie.

Eldorado, which still counts 
the founding Carano family as 
its largest shareholder, had 26 
casinos in 12 states. Combined 
with Caesars, it will boast 60 

owned, operated and managed 
casino–resorts across 16 states 
- including chains like Harrah’s. 
Tellingly, the enlarged company 
will be headquartered in Reno.

ROUGH ROAD
Like Caesars, Eldorado has 

had its ups and downs. The 
Reno market was pummeled 
by competition from Indian 
casinos in Northern California 
and the expansion of gambling 
across the country. In 2012, the 
company put one of its subsi-
diaries - the Silver Legacy Re-
sort Casino, a joint venture with 
MGM Resorts International - 
into bankruptcy.

For a time, it seemed the Ca-
rano family would be more 
likely to have long-term wealth 
from their winery Ferrari-Ca-

rano Vineyards in Healdsburg, 
California. Then the family set 
on a strategy of diversifying its 
casino business through acqui-
sitions.

Reeg, a former banker who’s 
now 47, joined the board of di-
rectors in 2007. With the de-
meanor of an accountant more 
than a casino boss, Reeg has 
built a reputation for cutting 
costs and boosting profits. He 
consolidated functions at resor-
ts the company acquired and 
cut back on the promotions that 
often lead to vicious competi-
tion in small markets.

NEGOTIATING SKILLS
Eldorado also boosted results 

at its properties by adding addi-
tional hotel and dining options, 
such as the Row, a food court in 

Reno, and a hotel near its pro-
perty in Columbus, Ohio. Reeg 
has proven himself a shrewd ne-
gotiator outside of acquisitions, 
cutting deals with William Hill 
Plc and the Stars Group in the 
emerging market of sports bet-
ting. He’s also teamed up with 
Maryland’s Cordish Cos. to de-
velop the area around a horse 
track in Pompano, Florida.

Still, Reeg will have his work 
cut out for him with Caesars, 
which is competing with newer 
resorts in places like Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. Apollo Glo-
bal Management LLC and TPG, 
the two private equity giants 
in the 2008 leveraged buyout 
of Caesars, took a bath on the 
company before exiting the in-
vestment several months ago. 
Their departure allowed Icahn 

to swoop in.
Caesars casinos are likely to 

contend with even steeper com-
petition in states such Illinois, 
which recently authorized six 
new casinos - including one in 
downtown Chicago.

Eldorado and Caesars said 
Monday that they have identi-
fied benefits of $500 million by 
combining the businesses, and 
expect the deal to boost cash 
flow immediately. A parallel 
agreement will see VICI Pro-
perties Inc. acquire some of the 
companies’ real estate, genera-
ting $3.2 billion of proceeds to 
help pay down debt.

“As with our past transac-
tions, we have a detailed plan 
for significant synergy reali-
zation,” Reeg said in a state-
ment. Bloomberg

Carl Icahn proves deft dealer again in Caesars win
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Lifeng Ye, the mother of slain University of Illinois scholar Yingying Zhang, cries out in grief as her husband Ronggao Zhang addresses the media

COURTS

Former student guilty in slaying 
of visiting Chinese scholar
Michael Tarm, Peoria (Ill.)

JURORS deliberated less 
than 90 minutes before re-

turning a guilty verdict yester-
day [Macau time] in the federal 
death-penalty trial of a former 
University of Illinois doctoral 
student who abducted a visi-
ting Chinese scholar from a bus 
stop and killed her at his apart-
ment.

Brendt Christensen didn’t 
move or show any emotion as 
the judge read the jury’s verdict 
— a swift conviction that was 
widely expected after defense 
attorneys acknowledged at trial 
Christensen killed 26-year-old 
Yingying Zhang in June 2017 
and said they would focus all 
their energy on persuading ju-
rors to spare his life.

Zhang’s mother, Lifeng Ye, 
cried inconsolably by the cour-
thouse steps shortly after the 
verdict as someone stroked her 
hair and tried to comfort her.

Ronggao Zhang thanked ju-
rors for what he called “this 
first step toward justice” for his 
daughter. He was alluding to 
the death penalty stage at whi-

ch the same jury must decide 
if Christensen should be put to 
death .

He has said previously that 
the 29-year-old Christensen 
— who prosecutors say raped, 
choked and stabbed Zhang be-
fore beating her with a baseball 
bat and decapitating her — de-
served execution.

“We have missed Yingying tre-
mendously,” Ronggao Zhang 
said in Chinese, reading from 
a statement. “We still could not 
imagine how we will live the 
rest of our lives without her.”

Zhang’s body hasn’t been 
found and her father said they 
still wish to “find Yingying and 
bring her home.”

“We will not give up,” he said.
Judge James Shadid set July 8 

for the start of the penalty pha-
se, a sort of mini-trial that cou-
ld last several weeks. Illinois no 
longer has capital punishment, 
but Christensen could be sen-
tenced to death because he was 
convicted in federal court.

Of the 45,000 students atten-
ding the University of Illinois in 
Champaign, more than 5,000 
are Chinese students, which 

is among the largest such en-
rollment in the nation. Those 
students have closely followed 
developments from the trial, 
which is being held at U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Peoria.

Zhang had been in Illinois for 
just three months — her only 
time living outside China. The 
daughter of working-class pa-
rents, she aspired to become 
a professor in crop sciences 
to help her family financially. 
Friends and family described 
her as caring and fun-loving.

“The tragic truth is Yingying 
is gone,” prosecutor Eugene 
Miller said during closing argu-
ments earlier yesterday. “There 
is only one person responsible 
— and he sits right there.”

Christensen twisted and 
pulled at a rubber band at a 
nearby defense table as Miller 
spoke. Zhang’s father sat on a 
front bench several feet away, 
listening to a Chinese interpre-
tation of proceedings through a 
headset.

Miller said Christensen ab-
ducted a stranger who was “an 
object for him to fulfill his dark 
desire — to kill for the sake of 

killing.”
When Zhang still lived in Chi-

na, Christensen had already 
decided he would kill “a petite 
woman who could easily be dis-
posed of,” Miller said, adding 
that Zhang was “the ideal vic-
tim” to Christensen.

Christensen, posing as an un-
dercover officer, lured Zhang 
into his car when she was 
running late to sign an apart-
ment lease on June 9, 2017, 
Miller said. He told jurors the 
muscular Christensen likely 
forced the 5-foot-4 Zhang into 
a 6-foot-long duffel bag he 
bought online days before to 
carry her up to his apartment 
in Urbana, Champaign’s sister 
city 140 miles (225 kilometers) 
southwest of Chicago, where he 
raped and killed her. Miller su-
ggested Christensen then car-
ried Zhang’s remains out of the 
apartment in the same bag.

The defense ended the trial 
as they began it, repeating the 
admission that their client, in 
fact, killed Zhang. The admis-
sion took the suspense out of 
the jury deliberation, and made 
a guilty verdict all but certain. 

Legal experts say the risky stra-
tegy could also be a basis for an 
appeal by Christensen.

“It’s Brendt’s fault,” Elisabeth 
Pollock, an attorney for Chris-
tensen, said about Zhang’s dea-
th. She added that he was “so-
meone who lost control ... who 
battled these dark thoughts.” 
She said he lost that battle and 
that Zhang died as a result.

Pollock said prosecutors 
were, in some instances, asking 
jurors to infer things that can’t 
be known from the existing evi-
dence — including what Chris-
tensen did to Zhang before 
killing her.

When she added, “We are 
here because the government 
wants to take his life,” prose-
cutors objected and the judge 
stopped her. Judge Shadid told 
jurors they were not yet in the 
penalty phase of the trial and 
the only issue now was the de-
fendant’s guilt or innocence.

Jurors heard evidence that 
Christensen boasted he killed 
12 others before killing Zhang, 
starting when the Stevens 
Point, Wisconsin, native was 
19 and still living in Wisconsin. 
He began his studies in Cham-
paign at the university’s presti-
gious doctoral program in phy-
sics in 2013.

Miller referred to Christen-
sen’s serial killer claim during 
opening statements but not in 
his closing, which lasted more 
than an hour. The FBI said it 
could not rule out that Chris-
tensen killed 12 others. But 
Pollock, who addressed jurors 
for less than 15 minutes, told 
jurors there was no evidence 
that Christensen killed before.

Prosecutors said Zhang was 
in the wrong place at the wrong 
time and that Christensen, who 
had fantasized about killing, 
was determined to take someo-
ne’s life that day and had crui-
sed around in his car looking 
for a victim. They said he had 
approached a different young 
woman earlier posing as an of-
ficer, but she refused to get in 
the car.

Christensen and his girlfriend, 
Terra Bullis, attended a vigil 
for Zhang on June 29, during 
which Bullis wore an FBI wire 
and recorded him giving details 
about how he killed Zhang. As 
they were leaving the night of 
the vigil, Bullis said she’d ra-
ther not call a ride-sharing ser-
vice, telling Christensen: “My 
version of safer is walking at ni-
ght with a serial killer.” He res-
ponded: “Yeah. That’s me.” AP

 Zhang’s 
mother, Lifeng 
Ye, cried 
inconsolably by 
the courthouse 
steps shortly 
after the verdict 
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TRADE WAR

Beijing criticizes possible 
US penalties against banks
CHINA yesterday criti-

cized Washington’s ef-
forts to enforce U.S. law 
abroad following a news 

report three Chinese banks mi-
ght be penalized over dealings 
with North Korea.

The banks named by The 
Washington Post as facing pos-
sible loss of access to the U.S. fi-
nancial system denied they were 
under investigation.

The Post said a court found 
three Chinese banks in con-
tempt for ignoring demands 
for information about possible 
violations of sanctions imposed 
over North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram. The newspaper said the 
court didn’t identify the banks 
but their details fit the identities 
of Bank of Communications, 
China Merchants Bank and 
Shanghai Pudong Development 
Bank.

“We consistently oppose the 
so-called long-armed jurisdic-
tion of the United States on 
Chinese companies,” said a fo-
reign ministry spokesman, Geng 
Shuang. Geng gave no confirma-

tion of the Post’s report.
The order comes at a time of 

U.S.-Chinese tension over tech-
nology and trade disputes. The 
two governments have raised 
tariffs on billions of dollars of 
each other’s imports. Washin-
gton has threatened to reduce 
Chinese tech giant Huawei’s 

access to U.S. components and 
technology.

The ruling by a federal judge in 
Washington means U.S. autho-
rities can terminate the banks’ 
ability to process transactions in 
U.S. dollars, the Post said.

The Post said the judge rejec-
ted arguments based on Chinese 

privacy law due to Beijing’s “dis-
mal compliance record” with 
such requests and Washington’s 
interest in countering North Ko-
rea’s nuclear and missile pro-
grams.

Beijing, long the isolated Nor-
th’s only major ally, has suppor-
ted U.N. sanctions intended to 
force leader Kim Jong Un’s go-
vernment to give up nuclear and 
missile development.

The Chinese banks said they 
comply with U.N. sanctions on 
North Korea.

“China Merchants Bank has 
consistently and strictly com-
plied with Chinese laws and 
relevant U.N. resolutions and 
other applicable sanctions and 
has not been investigated for 
alleged violations,” the bank 
said in a statement reported by 
Chinese media.

A statement by Pudong Deve-
lopment Bank said it is legally 
barred from releasing customer 
information without permis-
sion. China Merchants Bank 
said requests should be made in 
line with a U.S.-Chinese judicial 

assistance agreement.
Also yesterday, Geng Shuang 

said China hopes a meeting la-
ter this week between President 
Donald Trump and his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping will help 
build trust and resolve “outstan-
ding issues.”

Geng Shuang gave no details 
at a daily briefing, but there are 
hopes the planned encounter at 
the G-20 summit in Japan will 
help lower the temperature in 
the trade war between the wor-
ld’s two largest economies.

As part of preparations, U.S. 
Trade Representative Robert Li-
ghthizer spoke by phone earlier 
this week with the top Chinese 
negotiator, Vice Premier Liu He.

“We certainly hope that the 
meeting will help the two states 
to promote mutual trust, resol-
ve their differences, and resolve 
some of the outstanding issues 
we are facing now,” Geng said.

China remains “committed to 
working with the U.S. to develop 
China-U.S. relations based on 
coordination and cooperation,” 
Geng said.

The meeting in Osaka is the 
first opportunity for the two 
leaders to discuss the trade dis-
pute face-to-face since Trump 
said he was ready to target the 
$300 billion in Chinese im-
ports that he hasn’t already hit 
with tariffs, extending them to 
everything China ships to the 
United.  MDT/AP
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Changi International Airport in Singapore

HIMALAYAS

30 tents abandoned by climbers 
add to trash pile on Everest

SINGAPORE

Authorities probe drones at 
airport that disrupted 63 flights
DRONES buzzing 

around Singapore’s 
Changi Airport have cau-
sed 63 flights to be de-
layed or diverted in the 
past week, triggering an 
investigation and raising 
questions about the moti-
ves of the offenders.

The Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Singapore said 
yesterday that 18 flights at 
the airport were delayed 
and seven were diverted 
the night before “due to 
bad weather and unautho-
rized drone activities.”

It had earlier confirmed 

drones were seen flying 
near the airport last Tues-
day and Wednesday. That 
caused the intermittent 
closure of a runway, de-
laying 37 flights and diver-
ting one arriving plane to 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

“A multi-agency team in-
cluding the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Singapore, 
Changi Airport Group, 
Singapore Armed Forces 
and the Singapore Poli-
ce Force was activated 
for the search and locate 
operations,” the regulator 
added.

Investigations are on-
going. No details on the 
number of drones invol-
ved and the perpetrators 
have been provided by the 
authorities.

Shortly after news broke 
of the drone activity at 
the airport, Singapore’s 
defense ministry posted 
a photograph of a soldier 
pointing a jammer gun at 
a “rouge drone” on Face-
book.

While the photo wasn’t 
taken at Changi, it hinted 
at the anti-drone techno-
logies that may be used to 

track down offenders.
Drones are largely con-

trolled by operators via 
a radio control link, on a 
frequency that’s similar 
to Wi-Fi.  A jammer gun 
temporarily disables this 
connection.

“In absence of a con-
trol link, most drones are 
designed to switch into 
‘fail-safe’ mode, and may 
either attempt to return 
to its original location or 
immediately land,” said 
Foong Shaohui, an as-
sociate professor who 
researches unmanned 

systems at the Singapore 
University of Technology 
and Design.

“It would be possible to 
identify the operators by 
analyzing the information 
stored in the drone” such 
as pictures and flight data, 

he added.
Some observers said the 

incursions, which happe-
ned on two occasions and 
less than a week from each 
other, could signal the 
involvement of more so-
phisticated groups. AP

Binaj Gurubacharya, Kathmand

AFTER every party it’s time 
to clean up and Mount Eve-

rest is no different. The record 
number of climbers crowding 
the world’s highest mountain 
this season has left a govern-
ment cleanup crew grappling 
with how to clear away every-
thing from abandoned tents 
to human waste that threatens 
drinking water.

Budget expedition companies 
charge as little as USD30,000 
per climber, cutting costs inclu-
ding waste removal. Everest has 
so much garbage — depleted 
oxygen cylinders, food packa-
ging, rope — that climbers use 
the trash as a kind of signpost. 
But this year’s haul from an es-
timated 700 climbers, guides 
and porters on the mountain has 
been a shock to the ethnic Sher-
pas who worked on the govern-
ment’s cleanup drive this spring.

Moreover, the tents are lit-
tering South Col, or Camp 4, 
which, at 8,000 meters (26,240 
feet) is the highest campsite on 
Everest, just below the summit. 
The high winds at that eleva-
tion have scattered the tents and 
trash everywhere.

“The altitude, oxygen levels, 
dangerously icy and slippery slo-
pes, and bad weather of South 
Col make it very difficult to bring 
such big things as tents down,” 
said Dawa Steven Sherpa, who 
led an independent cleanup last 
month and has been a leading 
figure in the campaign to clean 
Mount Everest for the past 12 
years.

Exhausted climbers struggling 
to breathe and battling nausea 

leave heavy tents behind ra-
ther than attempt to carry them 
down. Sherpa said the logos on 
the ice-embedded tents that 
identify the expedition com-
panies were deliberately ripped 
out so the culprits could evade 
detection.

“It took us an hour to dig out 
just one tent out of the frozen ice 
and bring it down,” said Sher-
pa. His expeditions have alone 
brought down some 20,000 ki-
lograms (44,000 pounds) of gar-
bage since 2008.

Sherpa estimated 30 tents 
had been left on South Col, and 
as much as 5,000 kilograms 
(11,000 pounds) of trash. Brin-
ging it down is a herculean task 
when any misstep at such altitu-
des could be fatal.

It is impossible to know exactly 
how much litter is spread across 

Everest because it only becomes 
visible when the snow melts. At 
Camp 2, two levels higher than 
Base Camp, the campaigners 
believe that around 8,000 ki-
lograms (17,637 pounds) of hu-
man excrement were left during 
this year’s climbing season alo-
ne.

Some climbers do not use 
makeshift toilets, instead dig-
ging a hole in the snow, letting 
the waste fall into small crevas-
ses.  However, rising tempera-
tures have thinned the glacier, 
leaving fewer and smaller cre-
vasses. The overflowing waste 
then spills downhill toward Base 
Camp and even communities be-
low the mountain.

People living at the Base Camp 
use melted snow for drinking 
water that climbers’ toilets 
threaten to contaminate.

“During our expedition to 
Camp 2, eight of our 10 Sherpas 
got stomach illness from bad 
water at Camp 2,” said John All, 
a professor of environmental 
science at Western Washington 
University who visited Everest 
on a research expedition.

For the Nepalese who regard 
the mountain as “Sagarmatha,” 
or Mother of the World, littering 
amounts to desecration. Climber 
Nima Doma, who returned re-
cently from a successful ascent, 
gets angry thinking that the sa-
cred mountain is being turned 
into a garbage dump.

“Everest is our god and it was 
very sad to see our god so dirty. 
How can people just toss their 
trash on such a sacred place?” 
she said.

The trash is creating danger 
for future climbers and spurring 

calls for action now.
“When the snow melts the gar-

bage surfaces. And when there is 
high wind, tents are blown and 
torn and the contents are scatte-
red all over the mountain, which 
makes it even more dangerous 
for climbers already navigating 
a slippery, steep slope in snow 
and high winds,” said Ang Tshe-
ring, former president of Nepal 
Mountaineering Association.

Ang Dorjee, who heads the 
independent Everest Pollution 
Control Committee, has deman-
ded that the Nepal government 
— whose general oversight of 
Everest has come under scrutiny 
this year as climbers died wai-
ting in line to ascend — institute 
some rules.

“The problem is there are no 
regulations on how to dispose 
of the human waste. Some clim-
bers use biodegradable bags that 
have enzymes which decompose 
human waste but most of them 
don’t,” he said.

The bags are expensive and 
have to be imported from the 
United States.

“The biggest problem and con-
cern now on Everest is human 
waste. Hundreds of people are 
there for weeks who go to open 
toilets,” Tshering said. Melting 
conditions at Camp 2 create a 
odor that is sickening to clim-
bers, and the waste will even-
tually contaminate water sour-
ces below and become a health 
hazard, he said.

Tshering and other mountai-
neers say the government shou-
ld mandate the use of biodegra-
dable bags. It would spare Dor-
jee and his team the unpleasant 
task of collecting the waste and 
carrying it down the dangerous 
slopes.

The government is working 
on a plan to scan and tag clim-
bers’ equipment and gear. All 
climbers would have to depo-
sit $4,000 before their ascent 
and might not get the money 
back if they return without 
their items AP
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CAMBODIA 

Court charges seven, including 
Chinese, in building collapse
A court in Cambodia 

said yesterday that 
seven people, inclu-
ding four Chinese 

nationals, have been charged 
with crimes related to a building 
collapse that killed 28 construc-
tion workers who were sleeping 
in the unfinished structure that 
doubled as their housing.

The Preah Sihanouk provincial 
court said the Chinese owner 
of the building in Sihanoukville 
was charged with unintentional 
homicide, involuntarily causing 
injuries and aggravating cir-
cumstances that cause injury. 
The Chinese builder, two Chi-
nese building site managers and 
three other people of unspeci-
fied nationalities were charged 
with conspiracy to commit those 
crimes.

The four Chinese nationals 
were put in pretrial detention. 
The aggravating circumstances 
charge carries a penalty of five 
to 10 years in prison and the 
unintentional homicide charge 
carries a penalty of up to three 
years in jail.

A court spokesman, Lim Bu-
nheng, said authorities were still 
looking to arrest the other three 
people.

The unfinished seven-story 
condominium collapsed early 

Saturday as the workers slept on 
the second floor. Survivors said 
they heard loud noise and felt 
the building vibrate just before 
it fell.

Authorities haven’t said what 

caused the collapse, and the pro-
vincial court did not explain the 
basis of the charges in detail.

Rescuers found the last two 
survivors and the final victims 
Monday. In addition to the 

dead, another 26 workers were 
injured.

Sihanoukville is a thriving bea-
ch resort town that has seen a 
boom of Chinese-funded pro-
jects in recent as part of wider 
wave of Chinese investment and 
influence in the impoverished 
Southeast Asian nation.

Chinese businesses have inves-
ted several billion U.S. dollars 
in sectors such as tourism, real 
estate, agriculture, seaports and 
casinos. Several skyscrapers 
and other big property develo-
pments in the capital Phnom 
Penh and in Sihanoukville and 
the island Koh Kong have been 
financed and constructed by 
Chinese companies.

But Chinese investors have at-
tracted criticism in recent years 
as their influence in the country 
grows. Cambodia has become 
increasingly reliant on Chinese 
aid and investment, and at the 
same time has become a close 
political ally of Beijing, suppor-
ting its positions in regional and 
international affairs.

That has allowed Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen, who has been in 
power for more than 30 years, 
to be less reliant on aid from 
Western countries that insist 
that human rights and demo-
cratic principles be observed.

Much of Cambodia’s infras-
tructure in recent years has been 
financed by China and Chinese 
companies. AP
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IRAN SANCTIONS 

Acting Pentagon chief Esper 
on global stage amid crisis

UK

Boris Johnson again dodges 
questions over police visit
BORIS Johnson em-

barked on a media 
blitz yesterday, hoping 
to shift the subject away 
from his private life and 
back to Britain’s pending 
departure from the Euro-
pean Union.

Johnson, who is running 
to be the next leader for 
both the Conservative 
Party and the nation, has 
refused to address perso-
nal questions despite an 
ongoing clamor to face 
public scrutiny amid the 
fallout from a reported 
quarrel with his girlfriend 
last week that prompted a 

police visit. In break from 
his previous strategy, the 
front-runner took part in 
three interviews in less 
than 24 hours, respon-
ding to challenger Jeremy 
Hunt’s criticism that he 
was a “coward” and nee-
ded to face greater public 
scrutiny if he is to become 
prime minister.

The winner of the con-
test will replace Theresa 
May, who stepped down 
as party leader after fai-
ling to secure Parliament’s 
approval for her EU divor-
ce deal.

Speaking yesterday on 

LBC radio, Johnson was 
questioned over a pictu-
re showing him and girl-
friend Carrie Symonds in 
the leafy Sussex country-
side amid speculation that 
it was staged and relea-
sed by his campaign. Sy-
monds, a former Conser-
vative Party press officer, 
has remained firmly out of 
the public eye since the re-
ported quarrel Friday.

“The difficulty is that the 
minute you say one thing 
you obviously are bringing 
people, your loved ones, 
your family, into the pu-
blic domain in a way that 

is not fair,” Johnson said.
Asked where the pho-

tograph had come from 
and when it was taken, 
Johnson said “the longer 
we spend on things extra-
neous to what I want to do 
... the bigger the waste of 
time.”

Host Nick Ferrari pres-
sed on. He said the pictu-
re showed Johnson with 
a hairstyle he no longer 
wears and suggested it 
was an old image. John-
son simply refused to 
answer.

“This conversation is 
now descending into far-

ce,” he declared.
Johnson is the favorite 

in the race against Hunt 
but has failed to appear at 
debates and has shunned 
the media before chan-

ging tack. He granted the 
BBC an interview that 
was broadcast Monday 
evening and took on two 
others appearances by 
yesterday. AP

Lolita C. Baldor 
& Robert Burns, Washington

WITH barely one day on 
the job, Acting Defense 

Secretary Mark Esper is hea-
ding to Europe to try to per-
suade reluctant and increasin-
gly wary NATO allies to work 
with the Trump administration 
on Iran sanctions and security 
in the Middle East, amid wor-
ries that the U.S. and the Isla-
mic Republic may be on a path 
to war.

When he steps off his plane in 
Brussels today [Macau time], 
Esper will also have to assure 
his international counterparts 
and military commanders in 
the region that the U.S. mili-
tary is in stable and capable 
hands, even though President 
Donald Trump has had three 
Pentagon chiefs in the past se-
ven months.

That’s an extraordinary mis-
sion for an interim Pentagon 
leader at a time of global un-
certainty about a range of U.S. 
defense and foreign policies 
— not just on Iran but also on 
countering China and Russia, 
preventing a resurgence of the 
Islamic State group and ending 
the war in Afghanistan.

Just in the last week the U.S. 
military was poised to conduct 
attacks on Iranian air defense 
sites in retaliation for Iran’s 
shooting down of a U.S. mili-
tary surveillance drone in the 
Strait of Hormuz. Trump cal-
led off the attacks at the last 
moment, citing the likelihood 
of Iranian casualties, and his 
top diplomat, Secretary of Sta-

te Mike Pompeo, flew to the 
Middle East to attempt to gal-
vanize international support 
for tougher economic pressure 
on Tehran.

Esper took over at the Pen-
tagon on Monday for Pat Sha-
nahan, who was acting secre-
tary for six months but quit 
before he was formally nomi-
nated by Trump. This is by far 
the longest period the Penta-
gon has ever gone without a 
Senate-confirmed secretary. 
Trump’s first defense chief, 
Jim Mattis, resigned in De-
cember in protest of Trump’s 
policies and what the retired 
four-star Marine general con-
sidered Trump’s destructive 

approach to allies.
By coincidence, Esper’s first 

major public appearance will 
be at NATO, the alliance that 
Trump has frequently bashed 
as a collection of freeloaders.

The two-day NATO meeting 
of defense ministers will inclu-
de talks on many of the most 
worrisome international se-
curity topics: possible war with 
Iran; the ongoing conflict in Af-
ghanistan; the continued fight 
against Islamic State militants 
in Syria and Iraq; and tensions 
with Russia. Esper, who until 
Sunday evening had been ser-
ving as the civilian leader of 
the U.S. Army, may be familiar 
with many of the issues but to 

European defense ministers he 
is a relative unknown.

“Expectations are really low. 
They are not going to expect 
him to be able to speak autho-
ritatively for the president and 
go beyond what’s in his talking 
points,” said Derek Chollet, 
who served in senior positions 
at the White House, State De-
partment and Pentagon during 
the Obama administration. 
On the other hand, the Brus-
sels gathering allows Esper to 
meet many of his key counter-
parts in a short period of time 
— “sort of like speed dating,” 
Chollet said.

Retired Navy Adm. James 
Stavridis, a former top NATO 
commander, said the long ab-
sence of a Senate-confirmed 
leader of the Pentagon has im-
pact around the world, “where 
our most important Cabinet 
department is perceived as 
weak and without a strong lea-
der.” He added that senior mi-
litary officers will also need to 
see a level of stability, because 
the repeated use of acting se-
cretaries “erodes the principle 
of civilian control of the mili-
tary.”

State Department officials 
said Monday the administra-
tion wants to enlist the help 
of a wider range of countries 
to monitor potential threats 
to commercial shipping in and 
near the Persian Gulf. This 
follows allegations — denied by 
Iran — that Tehran was behind 
recent attacks on commercial 
tankers in the Gulf of Oman.

At NATO headquarters, Esper 
will face the task of explaining 

the U.S. strategy of compelling 
Iran through economic pres-
sure to renegotiate the nuclear 
deal that Trump pulled out of 
last year. Trump wants a broa-
der deal that would limit other 
Iranian behavior, including 
its support for what the U.S. 
calls terrorist groups and its 
buildup of ballistic missiles. 
Tehran, however, has said it 
will not negotiate as long as 
the U.S. keeps up its sanctions, 
which Trump intensified Mon-
day by signing an executive 
order targeting Iran’s supreme 
leader and his associates with 
financial penalties.

On his first day in his new 
role, Esper wrote in a messa-
ge to all Pentagon employees 
that the transition from Sha-
nahan does not signal a change 
in strategic priorities, which 
remain the same: make the 
military better prepared for 
combat, strengthen internatio-
nal alliances, and improve the 
Pentagon’s business practices.

Katie Wheelbarger, a senior 
Pentagon policy adviser on in-
ternational security, said the 
timing of the NATO meeting 
works well for Esper.

“It’s actually fortuitous that 
on the first week the new ac-
ting secretary is on the job that 
he will be able to have face-
-to-face conversations with all 
his counterparts in the allian-
ce,” she said. “We come with a 
message of continuity, that a 
personnel transition does not 
mean a change in policy, parti-
cularly no change in U.S. adhe-
rence and devotion to NATO.”

Wheelbarger said Esper will 
bring the allies up to date on 
the situation with Iran, inclu-
ding the intelligence informa-
tion that prompted the U.S. 
to send an aircraft carrier and 
other military assets to the 
Gulf region in early May in res-
ponse to what it called heighte-
ned Iranian threats. AP

Acting Defense Secretary Mark Esper arrives at the Pentagon in Washington

Boris Johnson changed tack and embarked on a media blitz
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what’s ON ...

Secret Land – SpeciaL exhibition of 
coin du Jardin by pauL GauGuin
time: 24 Hours
untiL: June 30, 2019 
Venue: Macau Grand Lisboa  
admiSSion: Free 

mGm preSentS:  hua yuan exhibition
time: 24 hours
untiL: September 3, 2019 
Venue: MGM Cotai 
admiSSion: Free  
enquirieS: (853) 8802 3333

StampS around the WorLd - 
LiechtenStein, KinGdom of StampS
time: 9am-5:30pm (Closed on public holidays)
untiL: August 31, 2019 
Venue: Temporary Gallery, Communications 
Museum  
admiSSion: MOP10 
enquirieS: (853) 2871 8063 

oneneSS: caLLiGraphy by profeSSor Jao 
tSunG-i
time: 10am-6pm (No admission after 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
untiL: September 30, 2019 
Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy  
admiSSion: Free  
enquiry: (853) 8598 6718

this day in history

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s home was renovat-
ed with 2.4 million pounds (USD3.06 million) of taxpay-
ers’ money, royal accounts revealed yesterday.

Prince Harry and his wife Meghan’s residence near 
Windsor Castle, called Frogmore Cottage, underwent 
major work to turn five properties back into a single home 
for the couple and their baby son Archie. Fixtures, fittings 
and furnishings at the Victorian-era structure were paid 
for by the royal couple.

The figures were part of the release of the royal family’s 
accounts, which showed that the British taxpayers spent 
67 million pounds ($85.2 million) on the monarchy during 
2018-19, a 41% increase on the previous financial year.

“The property had not been the subject of work for some 
years and had already been earmarked for renovation in 
line with our responsibility to maintain the condition of 
the occupied royal palaces estate,” said Michael Ste-
vens, the keeper of the Privy Purse, who is responsible 
for the monarchy’s accounts.

“The building was returned to a single residence and 
outdated infrastructure was replaced to guarantee the 
long-term future of the property,” he said. “Substantial-
ly all fixtures and fittings were paid for by Their Royal 
Highnesses.”

Anti-monarchy campaign group Republic questioned 
why so much money was spent on the renovations at a 
time when public services are under financial pressure.

“It is particularly galling that they’re allowed to get 
away this whilst public services need money,” said group 
spokesman Graham Smith.

Overall, spending rose primarily because of higher 
levels of expenditure devoted to critical renovations for 
Buckingham Palace in London. The iconic structure is 
in the second year of a 10-year project after a Treas-
ury report concluded the building’s infrastructure was in 
danger of a catastrophic failure.

 Offbeat

prince harry, meghan’s home 
renovations cost taxpayers $3m

The US President, John F Kennedy, has made a groun-
d-breaking speech in Berlin offering American solidarity 
to the citizens of West Germany.

A crowd of 120,000 Berliners gathered in front of the 
Schöneberg Rathaus (City Hall) to hear President Ken-
nedy speak.

They began gathering in the square long before he was 
due to arrive, and when he finally appeared on the po-
dium they gave him an ovation of several minutes.

The president had just returned from a visit on foot to 
one of the Berlin Wall’s most notorious crossing points, 
Checkpoint Charlie.

He was watched from the other side of the border by 
small groups of East Berliners unable even to wave be-
cause of the presence of large groups of the East German 
People’s Police.

In an impassioned speech, the president told them 
West Berlin was a symbol of freedom in a world threate-
ned by the Cold War.

“Two thousand years ago,” he told the crowd, “the 
proudest boast in the world was ‘civis Romanus sum’.

“Today, in the world of freedom, the proudest boast is 
‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’”

“Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not 
perfect,” he continued. “But we never had to put up a 
wall to keep our people in.”

His speech was punctuated throughout by rapturous 
cheers of approval.

He ended on the theme he had begun with:
“All free men, wherever they may live, are citizens of 

Berlin, and therefore, as a free man, I take pride in the 
words, ‘Ich bin ein Berliner.’”

After the speech, the mayor of West Berlin, Willi Brandt, 
spoke out for the citizens of East Germany, saying they 
would be brought out in a few days to greet the Soviet 
leader, Nikita Khrushchev, whether they wanted to or not.

“But they would much rather be with us, freely gathered 
here,” he said.

“We tell them, we will not give up. Berlin is true to those 
behind barbed wire as to fellow countrymen in the West 
and friends in the whole world.”

His words were followed by the tolling of the Freedom 
Bell from the belfry of the Rathaus in remembrance of 
those in East Germany.

For the first time that day, the massive crowd fell silent.

Courtesy BBC News

1963 Kennedy: ‘ich bin
  ein berliner’

in context
President Kennedy’s “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech was seen as a turning 
point in the Cold War.
It was a major morale booster for West Germans, alarmed by the recent-
ly-built Berlin Wall.
It also gave a strongly defiant message to the Soviet Union and effectively 
put paid to Moscow’s hopes of driving the Allies out of West Berlin.
Two months later, President Kennedy negotiated the first nuclear test 
ban treaty with the Soviet Union, in what was seen as a first step towards 
ending the Cold War.
But on 22 November that year, he was assassinated, shot in the head as he 
drove through Dallas, Texas, on his way to a political festival.
The Berlin Wall was finally brought down, piece by piece, in November 
1989 as communism collapsed and the Iron Curtain fell from Eastern 
Europe.
Germany was re-united in October 1990.
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cinema
cineteatro
20 - 26 Jun

MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: F. Gary Gray
Starring: Chris Hemsworth, Tessa Thompson, Liam Neeson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min 

INVINCIBLE DRAGON
room 2
2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Fruit Chan
Starring: Jin Zhang, JuJu Chan, Anderson Silva
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 113min

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2
room 3
2:30, 4:15, 6:00, 7:45pm
Director: Chris Renaud, Jonathan del Val
Starring: Patton Oswalt, Kevin Hart, Harrison Ford
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 86min

ALADDIN
room 2
4:30pm
room 3
9:30pm
Director: Guy Ritchie
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 109min

TV canal macau
13:00 
13:30 
15:00 
15:45 
16:20
16:45 
17:45 
18:15
19:00
19:35 
20:30 
21:15 
22:00 
22:30 
23:15 
23:50 
01:30 
02:15 

TDM News (Repetição) 
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 
Agua de Mar
Zig Zag
OndEstá o Tesouro
Quem Quer Ser Milionario
Palcos Agora 
Amor Maior (Repetição) 
TDM Entrevista (Repetição)
Os Nossos Dias Sr.2
Telejornal 
Network Negócios
LiteraturAqui
Amor Maior
TDM News 
5 Para a Meia-Noite
Telejornal (Repetição) 
RTPi Directo 
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Tide type; 5- Swiss river; 8- Way off; 12- Sailor’s saint; 13- 

Valleys; 15- Language of Pakistan; 16- Goes out with; 17- Rub out or 
remove from memory; 18- Scottish Celt; 19- Nostalgic; 22- Exploit; 23- 
Crackerjack; 24- Starring role; 26- Lively Spanish dance; 29- Confined; 
31- Frost’s bite; 32- Unwashed; 34- Renter’s sign; 36- Keats works; 
38- Stadium sections; 40- Highest point; 41- Peter and a Wolfe; 43- New 
York city; 45- Sgt., e.g.; 46- Old West watering hole; 48- Detective; 50- 
Hades; 51- Recipe abbr.; 52- Sign of a smash; 54- Geyser in Yellowstone 
National Park; 61- Like Hawaiian shirts; 63- Senator Specter; 64- In a 
bad way; 65- ___ buco; 66- Animal trap; 67- Letterman rival; 68- Not 
now; 69- Singer Yoko; 70- Incline;
 
DOWN: 1- Capone foe; 2- Waiting for the Robert ___; 3- Right 
on!; 4- Mail-related; 5- River in 
central Switzerland; 6- Playwright 
Ayckbourn; 7- Remainder; 8- 
Summer mo.; 9- Dishonest; 10- 
Citrus coolers; 11- Dominion; 13- 
Mark given for offense; 14- Bobby of 
the Black Panthers; 20- On the rocks; 
21- Shrove Tuesday follower; 25- At 
the summit of; 26- Waits; 27- Sydney 
has a famous one; 28- Constellation 
containing Rigel; 29- Funeral f ires; 
30- Fuzzy fruit; 31- Smoking or ___?; 
33- Aviv preceder; 35- Ring decision; 
37- Boot bottom; 39- Chowder 
cracker; 42- Musical composition for 
one; 44- Cozy place; 47- Paella pots; 
49- How rivers don’t f low; 52- Type 
of machine found in Las Vegas; 53- ___ Hashanah; 55- First James Bond 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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YOUR STARS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If you believe in yourself, all things 
are possible — at least on a day like 
today. Self-confidence is your secret 
weapon, and you should find that 
things start to open up if you just 
assume the best.

April 20-May 20
You are emotionally centered 
today — so much so that you may 
finally decide to confront that one 
friend or family member over their 
recent behavior. Things may heat 
up quite a bit!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your people are making life more 
difficult for you — can’t they see that 
things are already tough enough? If 
you can isolate yourself, you may 
find it easier to get work done, but 
that may have its own problems.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
This day is either a 1 or a 10 — 
there’s not much room in between! 
You may find that you’ve got to 
just hunker down and wait for 
tomorrow — or that you hope the 
day never ends!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You are enthusiastic about your 
new commitment to health, be it 
through exercise, diet, meditation 
or something unique to you. Try to 
keep it private and let others ask 
instead of evangelizing.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your fun-loving ways are making 
people even happier to be around 
you, and you should find that 
socializing is its own reward. Head 
out to a party or nightclub and you 
won’t be disappointed.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Delve into your history — but try 
not to live there! You need to dredge 
up the past a little in order to make 
sense of a problem that faces you in 
the here and now. Things are just 
about to get better.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You need to put some of those 
killer ideas into practice today — 
otherwise, you may not have the 
right kind of energy to get started for 
another month or more! Put aside all 
distractions.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s a good time for reflection — 
your energy is turned inward 
somewhat, and you may find that 
you’re starting to question one or 
more core values. Let yourself drift 
and see where you end up.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You are feeling quite energetic 
today — which means you could 
get a lot done, or you could just 
enjoy yourself and party all night 
long. Make the most of it, whatever 
you do.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re part of a bigger system, 
and you should find that everyone 
that’s part of it has something to 
add today. It’s a good idea to ask for 
help, but also to offer it whenever 
you’re asked.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You feel more exhausted than 
you should — but it’s not a sign of 
illness or anything else. You’re just 
at a low-point of personal energy, 
but the good news is that the 
upswing starts tomorrow.

  Aquarius Pisces
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FOOTBALL

Italy’s attack faces China’s 
stingy defense in round of 16

TENNIS

New No. 1 Barty’s rapid rise could be just a start
ASH Barty never had 

been ranked inside the 
WTA’s top 10 until April. 
As of this week, she is No. 
1.

The 23-year-old Austra-
lian never had been as far 
as the quarterfinals at any 
Grand Slam tournament 
until January. As of this 
month, she is the French 
Open champion — and 
as of next week, she’ll be 
among the favorites to win 
Wimbledon.

“It’s been a whirlwind few 
weeks for me,” Barty said. 
“A whirlwind year.”

Sure has. Given the skills 
and all-court capability 
she’s displayed, along with 
the strong head on her 
shoulders thanks in part 

to a hiatus from the tennis 
tour while playing profes-
sional cricket, there is little 
reason to think this rapid 
rise will be anything but 
the start of a long run for 
Barty.

She will head to the All 
England Club — where she 
exited in the third round 
a year ago — on a 12-ma-
tch winning streak, after 
following up her break-
through championship at 
Roland Garros on June 8 
with a title Sunday at the 
grass-court tuneup tour-
nament in Birmingham, 
England, where she didn’t 
drop a set.

That assured Barty of 
overtaking Naomi Osaka, 
the reigning champion at 

the U.S. Open and Austra-
lian Open, atop the WTA 
rankings.

“You always dream of it 
as a little kid, but for it to 
become a reality is incre-
dible,” Barty said about 
getting to No. 1, some-
thing only 26 other women 
have done since computer 
rankings were introduced 
in 1973. “This year, we 
were aiming for top 10, 
and now to be where we 
are is a testament to all of 
the people around me.”

Barty began 2019 at No. 
15 and with one fourth-
-round showing in her 17 
appearances in singles at 
major tournaments. Look 
at what she’s done so far 
this season: tour-high 36 

wins (in 41 matches), tou-
r-high three titles (each on 
a different surface), debut 
Grand Slam quarterfinal at 
the Australian Open, then 
the trophy in Paris.

It was almost exactly 
three years ago that Barty 
returned to tennis, without 
a ranking at all, after a 1½-
year absence because she 
needed time away from the 
grind of the tour. She ste-
pped away at age 18, brie-
fly switching sports to join 
a cricket team in Australia.

Her ability to play ten-
nis was never an issue; 
she was, after all, a junior 
champion at Wimble-
don in 2011, and reached 
three Grand Slam doubles 
finals. AP

Joseph Wilson, Montpellier

LED by the vibrant play of 
forward Barbara Bonan-
sea, Italy has proven to 
be one of the revelations 

of the Women’s World Cup in its 
return to the tournament after a 
20-year absence.

Bonansea’s team surpassed ex-
pectations by winning its group 
over Marta’s Brazil and Sam 
Kerr’s Australia.

Now it will face China today 
[Macau time] in Montpellier in a 
round of 16 match that promises 
to be a classic clash of an up-tem-

po attack against a stingy, no-frills 
defense.

Italy was the fourth-highest sco-
ring team in the field of 24 through 
the group phase with seven goals.

China only managed one goal 
through three matches, but still 
went through to the knockout 
round as one of the top third-pla-
ce teams.

“We try to harmonize every as-
pect, whether it is in defense or 
building our attacks. We try to be 
creative, and I think that is a uni-
que feature of Italian soccer,” coa-
ch Milena Bertolini said through a 
translator Monday.

“We are going to play as we 
always have and we will try to car-
ry out a good match showing our 
quality style of game playing.”

With her speed and ability to 
score from distance, Bonansea 
has led Italy’s three-prong attack 
from its left flank. The 28-year-
-old Juventus forward, who can 
also play in midfield, has scored 
21 goals in 62 appearances for Le 
Azzurre.

Bonansea scored twice in Italy’s 
2-1 win over Australia to start the 
tournament. First she cancelled 
out Kerr’s opener before she gra-
bbed the winner in stoppage time.

Bonansea also earned the pe-
nalty that put Cristiana Girelli on 
her way to a hat trick in a 5-0 dis-
mantling of Jamaica in the second 
match, sealing Italy’s place in the 
round of 16.

She also had two good scoring 
chances against Brazil, before 
Marta converted a penalty to deal 
the Italians a 1-0 loss that didn’t 
stop them from finishing the 
group in first place.

Despite struggling on offen-
se, where it has yet to get a 
boost from Paris Saint-Germain 
forward Wang Shuang, China has 
deployed a disciplined defense 

anchored by goalkeeper Peng Shi-
meng.

Peng has impressed at age 21 
in her first major competition 
by only conceding one goal. She 
made several saves to help Chi-
na hang on to a scoreless draw 
against Spain in the final group 
match.

Prior to that, China made secon-
d-ranked Germany work hard to 
eke out a 1-0 win in their opener. 
China got its sole goal from Yi 
Ling to beat South Africa 1-0.

“Over the last three games, Chi-
na went through a difficult pro-
cess, from the attacking third I 
think we could have done a bet-
ter job,” coach Jia Xiuquan said 
through a translator. “But I belie-
ve as we adjust to the games I am 
confident that the attacking third 
will be better and then we can im-
prove our balance.”

NETHERLANDS-JAPAN
The Netherlands will play Japan 

in Rennes in a rematch of their 
round of 16 meeting four years 
ago, when the Japanese won 2-1 
en route to reaching the final. The 
Dutch won Group E with three 
victories, while Japan finished 
Group D in second place.

“We know our opponent well,” 
said Netherlands coach Sarina 
Wiegman. “Four years ago they 
played the final. They are very dy-
namic, very skilled and very flexi-
ble, but we have our skills as well 
and have developed over the past 
four years.”

RECAPPING MONDAY
The United States needed two 

penalties to squeak past a surpri-
singly tough Spain 2-1. Megan Ra-
pinoe converted both spot kicks to 
set up a quarterfinal against host 
France. Sweden also advanced to 
the final eight after Stina Blackste-
nius scored early in the second half 
to earn a 1-0 victory over Canada. 
Sweden gets Germany next. AP

Australia’s Ashley Barty
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RepoRt: HackeRs using telecoms 
like ‘global spy system’

An ambitious group of state-backed hackers 
has been burrowing into telecommunications 
companies in order to spy on high-profile tar-
gets across the world, a U.S. cybersecurity firm 
said in a report published yesterday.

Boston-based Cybereason said the tactic gave 
hackers sweeping access to VIPs’ call records, 
location data and device information — effec-
tively turning the targets’ cellular providers 
against them.

Cybereason Chief Executive Lior Div said that 
because customers weren’t directly targeted, 

they might never discover their every move-
ment was being monitored by a hostile power.

The hackers had turned the affected telecoms 
into “a global surveillance system,” Div said 
in a telephone interview ahead of the report’s 
launch.

“Those individuals don’t know they were ha-
cked — because they weren’t.”

Div, who is presenting his findings at the 
Cyber Week conference in Tel Aviv, provided 
scant details about who was targeted in the 
hack.
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Troubles wiTh Pork
I am a bit surprised that I have not heard 

about rising pork prices in Macau. But, I 
loathe all kinds of shopping, including for 
food, and we have not been eating much 
pork at home in recent times. I am surprised 
because an African Swine Fever epidemic 
seems to be decimating the Chinese pig 
herd.

Up until recently, more than half of the 
global pig herd lived in China – about 500 
million animals. The next biggest herd is in 
the European Union, with about 150 million 
animals. The first officially reported case of 
African Swine Fever in China was in August 
2018 and, again officially, about 1.3 million 
animals have been culled till now. However, 
unofficial sources estimate that over 150 
million pigs in China have been infected 
and that several million have already died, 
or been culled to prevent the disease sprea-
ding.

African Swine Fever is harmless to peo-
ple but fatal to pigs in 90+% of infections. 
It spreads by contact and ticks and by ea-
ting contaminated feed and usually kills the 
infected animal within 1 week. There is no 
vaccine so the only way to prevent conta-
gion is by quarantine and culling.

Chinese pig farmers are eligible for com-
pensation but it seems that many do not 
trust that they will actually receive the pay-
ments. These are made via local govern-
ments which often do not have the money 
to spare. This unfortunate situation means 
that outbreaks are under-reported and af-
fected farmers and local officials conspire 
to sell infected animals.

The problem is further exacerbated becau-
se most pigs in China are owned by small 
farmers owning fewer than 500 animals. 
These small farmers cannot afford losses 
and do not know how to prevent infections 
(mostly good sanitation and feed practices).

It will likely take considerable time to 
develop a vaccine, and in the mean time 
millions and millions of Chinese pigs will die 
or have to be destroyed. It will also bankrupt 
many smaller farmers. It will then take se-
veral years to rebuild the Chinese pig herd. 
Looking for a silver lining, hopefully, larger 
scale more technically sophisticated pig far-
ming will replace much of the existing indus-
try so that the chances of similar problems 
in the future will be much reduced.

The Chinese government itself does not 
have the best record in managing bio-se-
curity problems for people or animals. It 
seems to be secretive and there have been 
past cover-ups and incompetence. It looks 
like the relevant regulators need to do more 
and act more proactively to resolve this ma-
jor problem, and explain more about what is 
being done to reassure the general public.

In the last few months Hong Kong has 
stopped pig shipments from China twice, 
and culled 6,000 animals during the first 
shutdown and expects to cull about 4,100 
animals in the most recent case.

The Macau government says that there 
have been no cases in Macau but I ques-
tion how closely they are monitoring the 
situation and the stringency of the local ins-
pections of live pigs and pig meat imported 
from China.

Given the severity of the situation and 
the problems that have been experienced 
in Hong Kong, I feel that the Macau go-
vernment should be much more open and 
transparent and explain in much more detail 
exactly what they are doing to make sure 
that African Swine Fever infected pork does 
not get into Macau. We have a very big 
tourism industry here and the last thing we 
need is food health scares.

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield

CAMBODIA A court 
said that seven people, 
including four Chinese 
nationals, have been 
charged with crimes 
related to a building 
collapse that killed 28 
construction workers 
who were sleeping in the 
unfinished structure that 
doubled as their housing. 
More on p13

PAKISTAN-QATAR 
Islamabad has thanked 
Qatar for the $3 billion 
investment in Pakistan 
announced by the 
energy-rich Gulf Arab 
nation’s ruler. An 
economic adviser to 
Pakistani prime minister, 
tweeted Pakistan’s 
thanks, hours after Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani (pictured) made 
the announcement, which 
was carried on Qatar’s 
official news agency.

BOSNIA Environmental 
groups called yesterday 
for urgent measures 
to combat air pollution 
in the central Bosnian 
city of Tuzla, saying 
dust concentration far 
exceeds legal limits and 
causes premature deaths. 
The activists also urged 
authorities in a report 
to scrap plans to build 
another coal-fired unit 
in addition to the local 
lignite power plant.

UK Boris Johnson 
embarked on a media 
blitz yesterday, hoping 
to shift the subject 
away from his private 
life and back to Britain’s 
pending departure from 
the European Union. 
Johnson has failed to 
appear at debates and 
has shunned the media 
before changing tack. 
More on p14

Tributes to Michael 
Jackson flow on 10th 
death anniversary
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Andrew Dalton, Los Angeles

MICHAEL Jackson’s 
estate paid tribute to 

his artistry and charity yes-
terday as fans make final 
preparations for gatherin-
gs to celebrate his memory 
on the 10th anniversary of 
the King of Pop’s death.

“Ten years ago today, the 
world lost a gifted artist 
and extraordinary humani-
tarian,” the Jackson estate 
said in a statement to The 
Associated Press. “A deca-
de later, Michael Jackson 
is still with us, his influen-
ce embedded in dance, 
fashion, art and music of 
the moment. He is more 
important than ever.”

The estate called on fans 
to honor Jackson’s me-
mory by engaging in cha-
ritable acts “whether it’s 
planting a tree, voluntee-
ring at a shelter, cleaning 
up a public space or hel-
ping someone who is lost 
find their way. ... This is 
how we honor Michael,” 
the statement read.

Fans plan to gather at 
Jackson’s last home in 
the Holmby Hills nei-
ghborhood of Los Angeles, 
where the singer received a 
fatal dose of the anesthetic 
propofol on the afternoon 
of June 25, 2019. He was 
declared dead at a hospital 
at age 50.

They also plan a vigil at 
Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park in Glendale, Califor-

nia, where Jackson was 
laid to rest two months la-
ter.

Some planned to gather 
around Jackson’s star on 
the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame.

The anniversary comes a 
few months after the HBO 
documentary “Leaving 
Neverland” brought back 
child molestation allega-
tions against Jackson and 
threatened to upend an 
image that had been lar-
gely rehabilitated since his 
death. Jackson’s estate and 
his family have vehemently 
denied the stories told by 
two men in the documen-
tary.

One group of fans plan-
ned a Hollywood rally to 
declare his innocence. He 
was acquitted of the sexual 
abuse of a different boy in a 
2005 trial.

Co-executors John Bran-
ca and John McClain, both 
major figures in Jackson’s 

career when he was alive, 
have taken his badly debt-
-ridden estate and grossed 
over $1.3 billion through 
various Jackson-related 
projects in the past decade, 
including the film “This Is 
It,” a pair of Cirque du So-
leil shows and the sale of 
Jackson assets that inclu-
ded The Beatles catalog.

Jackson left everything 
to his mother, his children 
and charity in his will.

The singer’s father, Joe, 
died last year and is buried 
in the same cemetery as his 
son, but Michael’s 89-year-
-old mother, five brothers, 
three sisters and three kids 
remain alive and well 10 
years later .

The death of Jackson was 
a massive cultural pheno-
menon, bringing an ou-
tpouring of public affec-
tion and revival of his son-
gs and largely erasing the 
taint that remained after 
his criminal trial, despite 
his acquittal.

It was one of the ear-
liest instances of the mass 
mourning on social media 
that would soon become 
common, and a massive 
worldwide audience both 
on TV and online watched 
his July 27, 2009 public 
memorial that included 
touching tributes from fa-
mily members including 
daughter Paris and perfor-
mances from Stevie Won-
der, Mariah Carey and Lio-
nel Richie. AP
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 The estate 
called on 
fans to honor 
Jackson’s 
memory by 
engaging in 
charitable 
acts 

Michael Jackson as he announces ten live concerts at the London O2 Arena in south London, in March 2009


