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TWO LAWMAKERS ARE CALLING FOR 
A LEGISLATIVE HEARING ON A GOV’T 
OFFICIAL ACCUSED OF CORRUPTION  

- ALLEGEDLY BY HIS OWN OFFICE

MASS GROUPS OF TOURISTS BEGIN TO 
ANNOY PARISIANS, ESPECIALLY AROUND 
ICONIC LANDMARKS LIKE NOTRE DAME 

AND THE EIFFEL TOWER  P10 P3 P4

10 WORKERS THREATEN TO 
JUMP FROM BUILDING IN 

WAGES PROTEST

More on backpage

Hong Kong Police in 
southern China said 
the man who stabbed 
veteran Hong Kong 
actor Simon Yam at 
an event suffers from 
paranoid schizophrenia. 
More on p18

US-China The United 
States said it’s 
concerned by reports 
of China’s interference 
with oil and gas activities 
in the disputed waters 
of the South China Sea, 
where Vietnam accuses 
Beijing of violating its 
sovereignty. More on p11

Japan Police authorities  
have obtained an arrest 
warrant for a suspect 
as soon as he regains 
consciousness from 
injuries in a deadly arson 
at a Kyoto anime studio, 
officials said yesterday.

Pakistan A female 
suicide bomber struck 
outside a hospital in 
Pakistan yesterday 
as the wounded were 
being brought in from an 
earlier shooting against 
police, in a complex 
assault claimed by the 
Pakistani Taliban that 
killed a total of nine 
people and wounded 
another 30. More on p13

Portugal Some 1,000 
firefighters are working 
to contain wildfires in 
central Portugal that 
have already injured 
eight firefighters and 12 
civilians, authorities said 
yesterday.
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Gaming regulator carries out 
‘lightning’ junket inspections 

Private 
sector 

maternity 
leave 

lagging 
20 days

 P3 P7

Mothers in the 
private sector will 
only be entitled to 
70 days of leave, 
20 less than civil 
servants, even 
after a public 
consultation 
backed the same 
treatment for all 
workers

SIX WEEKS
HONG KONG LOCKED IN TURMOIL WITH NO END IN SIGHT  P8-9
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THE herpes cat virus causes flu-like symp-
toms. It’s only contagious to other domes-

tic cats, but there’s no cure. If  your cat contrac-
ts feline herpes virus, the most you can do is try 
to relieve the symptoms and lessen the severity 
of  the outbreak. Here’s what you need to know 
about feline herpes. 

Feline herpes virus explained
Feline herpes virus, or FVR, is an acute upper 
respiratory infection caused by feline herpesvi-
rus type 1 or FHV-1. Feline herpes is the most 
common cause of  upper respiratory distress in 
cats. It’s common in kittens, and in cats who 
must endure stressed or overcrowded environ-
ments, such as those found in animal shelters. 
Once your cat is infected with the virus, he’ll 
have it for the rest of  his life. 
The first outbreak is often the worst. Once your 
cat recovers from this initial outbreak, his im-
mune system will keep the virus under control 
most of  the time. However, during times of  
stress or sickness, your cat may experience ano-
ther outbreak. Corticosteroids may also trigger 

outbreaks in cats suffering from feline herpes. 

How cat herpes infection spreads
Your cat can catch the herpes virus from other 
cats even if  they aren’t showing symptoms. 
There are three means of  contracting the feline 
herpes virus. They are: 
In utero, when unborn kittens contract the vi-
rus from their mother.
Direct contact, when your cat comes into con-
tact with the oral or respiratory secretions of  a 
cat who is shedding the virus.
Indirect contact, when your cat comes into con-
tact with the food bowl, litter tray, bedding or 
other belongings of  a cat who is shedding the 
virus.

Dangers and symptoms of  feline herpes 
infection
The feline herpes virus grows in your cat’s eyes, 
nose, throat, mouth, sinuses, and tonsils. This 
causes inflammation and fever. Nasal discharge 
can cause a loss of  appetite, which is dange-
rous, especially in kittens, who are especially 

prone to malnutrition and dehydration. 
Secondary infections can occur due to tissue 
damage caused by the feline herpes virus. The 
feline herpes virus may cause spontaneous 
abortion in pregnant cats. 
Symptoms of  feline herpes infection include: 
• Sneezing
• Discharge from the eyes and nose
• Conjunctivis and sometimes corneal ulcers
• Fever
• Loss of  appetite
• Lethargy
• Ulcers of  the mouth and tongue
• Pneumonia

Caring for cats with herpes
Once your cat has become infected with feli-
ne herpes virus, he’ll remain infected for life; 
there is no cure. Treatment involves supportive 
care to help your cat’s immune system suppress 
the virus once more; you can relieve your cat’s 
symptoms and try to shorten the outbreak. 
You’ll need to keep your cat’s eyes and nose 
clear of  discharge. Cleanse them gently with 
clean, warm water and a cotton ball. Your cat 
may need antibiotics to treat secondary infec-
tions that could arise. Antiviral drugs may help 
shorten the feline herpes outbreak. 
Your cat will need to continue taking in food 

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

Caring for a cat with herpes

and water. If  the outbreak is particularly seve-
re, this may mean putting him on an IV drip, 
force feeding him or injecting fluids subcuta-
neously. 
The amino acid, L-Lysine, may help to su-
ppress the virus and prevent outbreaks. Speak 
to your vet before supplementing your cat’s 
diet.

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 

Dr Ruan Bester

ASK THE VET

13 interested in 
running for 
Chief Executive
JULIE ZHU

ANOTHER four 
local residents have 

collected application 
forms for the fifth Chief  
Executive election, mea-
ning there are now 13 
individuals interested in 
the position, the Electo-
ral Affairs Commission 
announced on Friday.

 Many of  those interes-
ted in Macau’s top job 
remain unknown to the 
public.

The latest four indivi-
duals collected the con-
tact information of  the 
electors, as reported the 
previous week. One of  
the four has already re-
turned the information 
to the commission. 

In order to be accepted 
as an election candida-
te, each contender must 
obtain a minimum of  
66 nominations from the 
400-member Chief  Exe-
cutive Election Commit-
tee.

Most analysts expect 
that only frontrunner Ho 
Iat Seng will obtain the 
necessary backing from 
the Committee to stand 
in the election.

Tomorrow is the last 
day of  the Chief  Execu-
tive candidate nomina-
tion period. On Thurs-
day, the commission will 
review the backgrounds 
of  candidates and con-
firm the acceptance of  
their candidacy, in ac-
cordance with the law. 

Last week, the com-
mission reported that 
it would organize a 
promotional election 
symposium on August 
10. All members of  the 
election committee will 
be invited to the sympo-
sium. 

There, confirmed can-
didates will reveal their 
platforms and answer 
questions. 

A live broadcast 
will also be available, 
allowing the public to 
watch the symposium in 
real time.  

Song Man Lei, chair-
man of  the Electoral 
Affairs Commission, 
explained that qualified 
candidates are not re-
quired to announce their 
platform at the sympo-
sium and they can make 
their announcements on 
other occasions. 

Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak

Wong’s Office defends Civil 
Protection Law, again
THE Office of  the Se-

cretary for Security 
has, again, clarified the de-
finition for the crime des-
cribed in the controversial 
Article 25 of  the Civil Pro-
tection Basic Law, which 
establishes the provision for 
“spreading of  false rumors 
and tendentious news in ti-
mes of  crisis.”

In a statement published 
on Friday, the office reitera-
ted that both the production 
and the intentional dissemi-
nation of  rumors during ca-
tastrophes are two different 
crimes.

According to paragraph 
3 in the revised version of  
Article 25, the new draft es-
tablishes a different punish-
ments for the act of  sprea-
ding rumors in bad faith 
and those who “produce 
rumors aiming concretely 
[to cause social panic] as a 
result.”

The penalty proposed for 
the first act is slightly redu-
ced compared to the latter.

According to the office, 
those who produce false 
news intentionally to cause 
confusion and anyone who 
intentionally disseminates 
false news that will cause 
panic should be punished 

according to the “crime 
against safety, order and pu-
blic peace during sudden in-
cidents of  a public nature.”

“If  the draft law fails to 
punish the act of  intentio-
nal dissemination, it will 
effectively create an obvious 
legal loophole by allowing 
such behavior to be immu-
ne from criminal-law cen-
sorship,” the office stated.

During the drafting of  
the article, security autho-
rities believed that a lesser 
degree of  malice and per-

versity was involved in the 
dissemination of  rumors in 
bad faith when compared to 
individuals who produced 
targeted rumors to cause 
public panic, so the distinc-
tion must be made in the 
punishment. 

Meanwhile, the office rei-
terated that the new draft 
has changed the definition 
of  a crime against order and 
public safety from spreading 
“fake news” pertaining to 
“threats, risks, and vulnera-
bilities concerning sudden 

public incidents,” to the 
spreading of  “fake infor-
mation” concerning sudden 
public incidents. 

Thus, punishments are 
targeted at people who ei-
ther intend to disseminate 
rumors or spread false in-
formation with the intent of  
causing social panic.

Meanwhile, the new draft 
suggests reducing imprison-
ment from two years to 16 
months for disseminating 
rumors.

The maximum sentence 
for offenders who cause so-
cial panic is still two years, 
but it will be possible to 
lower the criminal respon-
sibility of  an offender based 
on certain situations.

Secretary for Security 
Wong Sio Chak previous-
ly pledged that authorities 
would strive to leave no grey 
areas in the proposed Civil 
Protection Law that could 
lead to interpretations that 
limit freedom of  expression. 

Although he had admitted 
that the bill still has room 
for improvement before it 
enters the final phase of  the 
legislation, Wong said that 
his office is trying its best to 
clarify any unclear aspects 
of  the bill.  LV
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STAFF REPORTER

ON July 18, nearly a 
dozen construction 

workers started a standoff 
on top of  a future residential 
building in Cotai to protest 
against unfair compensation 
by their employer.

The construction site is lo-
cated next to Pousada Ma-
rina Infante in Cotai. The 
exteriors of  the buildings 
has been built, and they are 
still covered by bamboo sca-
ffolding and green nets.

More than 10 workers 
were seen lingering on the 
17th floor of  one of  the bui-
ldings.

The police were notified 
and a negotiator was sent to 
the scene. Negotiations las-
ted at least 24 hours.

Meanwhile, the Fire Bu-
reau set up an air cushion 
as a precautionary measure, 
and the Labor Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL) also sent offi-
cers to the scene.

A statement from the 
DSAL did not mention 

A migrant worker from 
the Philippines is 

seeking compensation after 
an accident at his work led 
to the amputation of  his 
leg in October 2018.

As reported by public 
broadcaster TDM, Ray-
mond Tagacay explained 
that he was run over by a 
car driven by his co-worker 
while washing another car 
at the shop.

He was one of  six who 
were hit by the car, and the 
only one who suffered ma-
jor injuries. 

According to Tagacay, he 
was stuck under the car for 
an hour. 

The migrant worker is 
also facing a dilemma: his 
visa will expire on August 
10 and he has been infor-
med by the Labour Affairs 
Bureau that he will not be 
receiving the last two mon-
ths of  his salary.

Tagacay said that he wou-
ld prefer to go back home, 

whether any of  the laborers 
were injured in the protest.

The DSAL has since been 
in touch with the employer 
and employees for details re-
garding the standoff.

The employees claimed 
they had not been offered 
the right amount of  com-
pensation for holidays, 
overtime, accommodation, 

but is calling to be paid a 
fair amount of  compensa-
tion after the incident cost 
him his leg.

“If  I go back to work, 
I’ll be useless. I only know 
how to drive, clean a car 
and [repair cars]. But pa-
per work, it’s hard for me, 
so it’s better for me [to just 
go back home.] I’m not 
begging them for a big 
amount, I just want what’s 
right for me,” he told 
TDM. 

Although the insurance 
company paid his employer 
back nearly the full amount 
of  his hospital and therapy 
expenses, Tagacay was not 
given any compensation.

Meanwhile, the Philippi-
ne Overseas Labor Office 
has said that he could qua-
lify for the benefits given to 
overseas Filipino workers, 
despite not signing up for 
the program due to the 
absence of  a working con-
tract. LV

dismissal notices and dis-
missals.

On the other hand, the 
DSAL were told by the em-
ployer that they had abided 
by laws regarding regular 
rest days, statutory holidays 
and overtime payments. 
The claims were supported 
by the employment records 
of  certain employees.

The DSAL has pledged to 
investigate the complaints 
and safeguard the lawful 
rights of  the employees. If  
any violations are found 
during the investigation, the 
bureau will begin legal pro-
ceedings.

In the meantime, the em-
ployer has proposed rehi-
ring the employees and han-
dling their individual cases 
according to the law.

About a year ago, a cons-
truction worker from the 
mainland who worked at 
the Lisboa Palace site threa-
tened to jump from the 5th 
floor of  the building. The 
incident lasted an hour and 
a half, and the worker even-
tually retreated to safety.

Macau has seen similar in-
cidents in recent years.

In 2016, a group of  10 
workers reportedly threate-
ned to jump from the Lis-
boa Palace construction site 
in Cotai. They were pro-
testing unpaid and overdue 
salaries, according to media 
reports at the time.

Laborers threaten to jump from 
building in wages protest

Migrant worker 
seeks compensation 
following work 
accident

70-day maternity leave 
considered discriminatory
STAFF REPORTERS

PRESIDENT Vong Hin 
Fai of  the Third Standing 
Committee of  the Legis-
lative Assembly said the 

body supports compensated leave 
unanimously, but opinions vary on 

maternity leave, with some consi-
dering the current proposal discri-
minatory.

The committee held its first mee-
ting to study the maternity leave 
bill on Friday when it reviewed the 
Labor Relations Law.

The bill suggests that 70-day 

maternity leave be provided to 
workers, 14 more than is currently 
being provided. It is also states that 
63 of  the 70 days must be taken 
immediately after giving birth.

The remaining seven days, on 
the other hand, are to be taken at 
the worker’s discretion, before or 

after birth, in part or in whole.
In the meantime, if  an employer 

dismisses a worker who is preg-
nant or has given birth in the last 
three months, the bill sets forth 
that the employer must pay the 
employee 70 days of  basic salary 
in compensation, in addition to 
the other compensations required 
by the law.

Despite the proposed extension 
to maternity leave, some members 
of  the committee have questioned 
the government’s proposal of  70 
days, citing that 80% of  the com-
ments received during the public 
consultation supported a 90-day 

maternity leave, identical to that 
enjoyed by civil servants. 

Committee members are wor-
ried that the government may be 
discriminating against workers.

As international covenants outli-
ne 98 days of  maternity leave, 
some members questioned why 
the bill still falls short. Regarding 
this, committee advisors have re-
minded members that Macau is 
not a signatory of  the covenant, 
but has admitted that it may be 
used as a reference.

Additionally, some members 
have suggested that longer ma-
ternity leave should be given to 
workers giving birth to multiple 
pregnancies. Arrangements to 
protect workers who are pregnant 
or have given birth within three 
months should be made.

In addition, the bill also suggests 
that pregnant women should not 
carry out physically inappropriate 
work, a term that was deemed un-
clear by the committee. 

Some lawmakers also proposed 
that the government further ex-
plain how wages are calculated in 
specific cases, in particular, when 
an employee stops work while on 
duty but the law proposes that 
employers should compensate 
workers based on their working 
hours.

The bill also proposed that 
workers may choose between mo-
ney-and-holiday or double-holi-
day-only compensation models in 
case they are required to work on 
a regular rest day.

DSAL staff communicate with workers in the protest
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Poppy flowers 
seized from 
flower shop

The Judiciary Police (PJ) seized 
50 poppy flowers from a flower 
shop located in the central 
district of the Macau peninsula. 
The pair that owned the shop 
were arrested. Following reports 
that poppy flowers were being 
sold at a flower shop, the PJ 
conducted an inspection on July 
19. According to the owners, 
the flowers had been imported 
through legal channels, yet they 
claimed not to know that the 
sale of the flowers was illegal 
in Macau. The flowers had 
been purchased from a foreign 
website. Tests showed that the 
flowers contained morphine, 
codeine and thebaine, which 
are restricted substances 
under local laws. Customs have 
transferred the information to 
the PJ. Poppy flower extracts are 
used as painkillers and sedatives. 
However, they are also a main 
ingredient in opium, which is 
addictive.

In 747 inspections, 
no illegal drivers 
found

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong 
wrote an inquiry to the 
government asking for a solution 
to the “illegal drivers” situation, 
specifically in the area under 
mainland administration between 
the Gongbei port and the 
Macau Border Gate. The inquiry 
specifically concerned drivers 
who have already crossed the 
Gongbei port and returned to 
Zhuhai without entering Macau. 
The Office of the Secretary 
for Security stated that it had 
already reported the situation to 
the relevant Zhuhai government 
department. According to the 
same office, during 2018 and 
the first quarter of 2019, police 
carried out 747 inspections 
of double-plated vehicles and 
drivers with special licenses. The 
office did not identify any cases 
of illegal drivers. 

Ilha Verde hill 
abbey inhabitants 
accused of 
unlawful residence

The self-proclaimed owner of Ilha 
Verde hill, Wai San Development 
Company, is accusing a group 
of 20 to 30 people of unlawfully 
occupying Ilha Verde hill abbey. 
Last week, company CEO Fu 
Weijie reported to the media 
that in 2015, a court judgment 
commanding the occupants 
to leave the abbey had been 
made. However, the occupants 
appealed and the Court of 
Second Instance has not issued a 
judgment yet. Fu claimed that his 
company is willing to coordinate 
with the government to protect 
the Ilha Verde hill. Fu also stated 
that there are no ownership 
disputes involving Ilha Verde hill.

CAPE Verde will be 
the guest country 

of  the 24th edition of  
the Macau Internatio-
nal Trade Fair (24MIF), 
with the participation 
of  Cabo Verde Trade 
Invest, led by Ana Lima 
Barber, the agency said 
in a statement released in 
Praia.

The statement also an-
nounced that the invi-
tation was made official 
by the Macau Trade and 
Investment Promotion 
Institute (IPIM) and aims 
to take advantage of  the 
platform and explore bu-
siness opportunities be-
tween China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries, 
focusing on Macau’s ad-
vantages as a platform 
for trade and coopera-
tion between China and 
the Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

Cape Verde will have an 
area to showcase domes-
tic products with export 

potential for the Asian 
market and will also par-
ticipate with a govern-
ment delegation made up 
of  a ministerial team and 
entrepreneurs who may 
meet with companies to 
create new partnerships.

This year’s edition of  
the Macau International 
Fair will have Jiangsu as 
the guest Chinese pro-
vince, which, according 
to the Cape Verdean 
agency, “is an excellent 
opportunity to streng-
then the economic and 
commercial relationship, 
focusing on attracting 
investments and creating 
opportunities of  possible 
partnerships with com-
panies from Macau and 
China.”

The 24th edition of  the 
Macau International Fair 
will take place from Oc-
tober 17 to 19, 2019 at The 
Venetian Macao Conven-
tion and Exhibition Cen-
tre. MDT/MACAUHUB

STAFF REPORTER

A shopping festival 
encouraging peo-

ple to spend money in 
Taipa and Coloane offi-
cially opened on Satur-
day. It is the first event 
of  a series of  shopping 
festivals that are to take 
place in various districts 
of  the city.

The Islands Shopping 
Carnival will be held 
between now and Sep-
tember 29, and features 
more than 600 shops 
across Taipa and Coloa-
ne. The scale of  the fes-
tival has doubled since 
last year’s event.

Several initiatives will 
be in place to help bu-
siness owners attract 
customers, one of  which 
being discounts offers 
on electronic payment 
methods. Customers 

will have the chance to 
win an instant discount, 
enter an electronic lucky 
draw and earn coupons 
when they pay for pur-
chases over MOP68 by 
BOC Smart Pay, Tai 
Fung Pay, UnionPay 
Cloud Payment or Ma-
cau Pass’ MPay.

In total, MOP400,000 
worth of  coupons will 
be offered for use at 
more than 400 partici-
pating outlets.

Director Tai Kin Ip of  
the Economic Bureau, 
the lead organizer of  
the festival, expressed 
his delight at seeing the 
electronic redemption 
platform being made in 
such a short time. He 
said the platform will 
not only help with the 
distribution of  perks, 
but also resource alloca-
tion and marketing. He 

hopes it will help busi-
ness owners understand 
the advantages of  elec-
tronic payment.

On the other hand, 
Ieong Keng Hoi, pre-
sident of  The Industry 
and Commerce Federa-
tion of  Islands of  Ma-
cao, another lead orga-
nizer, recalled that at 
last year’s festival, half  
of  the transactions were 
made in the form of  
electronic payment.

Ieong said in the past 
year, his association has 
regularly visited busi-
nesses to promote elec-
tronic payment. Of  all 
the participating outlets 
this year, 90% have been 
equipped with electro-
nic payment facilities. 
He hopes the govern-
ment can further pro-
mote Coloane, Hac-sa 
and Ka-Ho to tourists.

Community shopping 
festival encourages 
spending on the islands

Cape Verde is 
made ‘guest 
country’ of Macau 
International Fair

Two lawmakers apply 
for legislative hearing 
on bureau head
STAFF REPORTER

DI R E C T L Y - e l e c t e d 
lawmakers Sulu Sou and José 

Pereira Coutinho have jointly sub-
mitted a request to hold a legislati-
ve hearing on Mi Jian, director of  
the Policy Research and Regional 
Development Bureau (DSEPDR).

The request followed a com-
plaint letter allegedly sent by “a 
group of  DSEPDR workers” to 
the Commission Against Cor-
ruption (CCAC), accusing the 

bureau head of  misconduct and 
corruption.

Both Mi and the bureau he 
heads have firmly rejected the ac-
cusations and stated that they did 
not originate from the DSEPDR.

However, Sou and Coutinho 
have requested the inauguration 
of  a committee or even a standing 
committee, so that the legislature 
can summon officials and DSEP-
DR workers to clarify any confu-
sion that both the legislature and 
the general public may have.

The two lawmakers stressed that 
the hearing does not affect the in-
vestigation, nor any future judicial 
procedures. 

A legislative hearing has never 
been held in the history of  the Ma-
cau Special Administrative Region.

Mi was accused in the letter of  
committing 11 types of  miscon-
duct, including hiring his doc-
torate candidates and his own 
relatives by ignoring the central 
recruitment process for public ser-
vants, wrongfully terminating the 

employment of  local residents at 
the bureau, appropriating bureau 
funds, smoking inside his office 
and evading the proper tender 
procedures.

He was accused of  having divi-
ded research projects into small 
parts with each costing less than 
MOP500,000, in order to bypass 
the legal requirement to open a 
public tender.

The bureau says that the former 
policy research office and DSEP-
DR have strictly complied with all 
regulations and laws in Macau, 
and that, currently, the bureau is 
fully committed to the construc-
tion of  the Greater Bay Area.

Commissioner André Cheong 
of  the Commission Against Cor-
ruption (CCAC) previously infor-
med that the anti-graft body under 
his purview is conducting an inde-
pendent and serious investigation 
into the case. Cheong emphasized 
that the case is being handling ac-
cording to the Commission’s stan-
dard operating procedures.

“The statement issued by the 
DSEPDR will not have any impact 
on the CCAC investigation,” said 
Cheong, adding that the CCAC 
“is independent and neutral as well 
as free from external interference.”

Regarding how long it would 
take for a conclusion to be rea-
ched, Cheong said, the “CCAC 
needs to be cautious when han-
dling investigation cases. It might 
be a long process, but I can reas-
sure that the case will have a con-
clusion and will not be forgotten.”

DSEPDR Director Mi Jian, who was accused of unlawful practices in a letter sent to the anti-graft body earlier this month
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THE city’s gaming re-
gulator says it has been 

carrying out surprise ins-
pections of  junket-control-
led rooms at Macau casinos 
in order to crack down on 
any illegal activity.

In a statement issued Fri-
day, the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ) said it had organi-
zed several so-called “light-
ning” inspections at gam-
bling promoters’ sites inside 
casinos. It said that these 
inspections serve to ensure 
the healthy development of  
the gaming sector, while ac-
ting as a deterrent against 
any illegal activity.

The inspections appear 
to come in response to 
allegations made by Chi-
nese mainland media that 
junket operator Suncity 
Group was involved in the 
running of  online casinos 
and proxy betting services 
based in Southeast Asia. 
Both activities are forbid-
den in Macau.

Suncity denied the alle-
gations, but said it would 
adopt Macau law for the 

THE “Experience Ma-
cau Food Truck in Los 

Angeles” promotional cam-
paign rolled out by the Ma-
cao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) last year 
won the Grand Award in 
the Marketing Category at 
the 2019 Pacific Asia Travel 
Association (PATA) Grand 
and Gold Awards.

The association will also 
award Melco Resorts & 
Entertainment Limited the 
PATA Gold Award in the 
category of  Marketing – 
Hospitality for their “The 
Art of  Winning” advertising 
campaign, making this Mel-
co’s third win of  the award 
since 2017.

According to a statement 
issued by the MGTO, the 
award presentation will be 
held September 19 during 
the PATA Travel Mart 
2019, which will be at Nur- 
Sultan, Kazakhstan, Sep-
tember 18 to 20.

The winning “Experience 
Macao Food Truck in Los 
Angeles” campaign was 
held from May 29 to June 
2, 2018. The food truck fea-
tured samples of  signature 
pork chop buns and Portu-

group’s overseas operations 
in a bid to prevent similar 
accusations in future.

A meeting between repre-
sentatives of  the DICJ and 
the Judiciary Police was 
held on Friday to exchange 
information on the current 
situation of  illegal gam-
bling activity. In particular, 
the authorities discussed 
illegal online gambling and 
the evolution of  gaming-re-
lated crime.

The DICJ urged junket 
promoters to strictly abide 

guese egg tarts from Ma-
cau, twice-daily lion dance 
performances and practical 
travel tips.

The MGTO also invited 
members of  the industry 
and media to experience 
the food truck firsthand, 
sampling Macau’s signatu-
re delicacies ahead of  the 
official launch of  the cam-
paign. The promotional 
food truck visited five desti-
nations in Los Angeles.

This is the fifth time that 
the MGTO has been ho-
nored with a PATA award. 
MGTO received a 2002 
PATA Grand Award for 
Marketing for its “Macao 
Welcomes You Passport” 
campaign, a 2007 PATA 
Grand Award for Heritage 

by Macau’s laws and regu-
lations, while at the same 
time recalling that violators 
of  the law may have their 
suitability to continue ope-
rating in the SAR reviewed.

Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Lionel Leong 
also issued a reminder last 
week that Macau’s gaming 
concessionaires and sub- 
concessionaires – as well as 
the city’s licensed junkets 
– must comply with local 
laws in order to carry out 
their businesses. DB

for its “Macao World Heri-
tage Year” campaign and a 
2008 PATA Gold Award for 
Travel Advertisement Print 
Media for its “Experience 
Macao” campaign.

The tourism bureau also 
received the 2016 PATA 
Gold Award for Marketing 
Media – Mobile Travel 
Application with its “Step 
Out, Macao” mobile app.

PATA will present four 
Grand Awards and 29 Gold 
Awards to celebrate accom-
plishments in seven catego-
ries: Marketing Campaign, 
Environment, Corporate 
Social Responsibility, He-
ritage and Culture, Educa-
tion and Training, Marke-
ting Media and Travel Jour-
nalism. LV

Gaming regulator carries 
out ‘lightning’ inspections

MGTO campaign receives 
2019 PATA Grand Award

LAS VEGAS

MGM is said to weigh sale-leaseback 
of top resorts like Bellagio
GILLIAN TAN & SCOTT DEVEAU

MGM Resorts International, the 
largest operator of  casinos in 

Las Vegas, is exploring the sale and 
leaseback of  iconic properties such 
as Bellagio, according to people with 
knowledge of  the matter.

The company is working with an ad-
viser to solicit interest from potential 
buyers for the marquee casinos Bella-
gio and MGM Grand, said some of  
the people, who asked not to be iden-
tified because the deliberations are 
private. MGM is open to the sale and 
leaseback of  properties either on their 
own or bundled together.

The Las Vegas-based company, whi-
ch has a market value of  more than 
$15 billion, formed a committee in 
January comprising three independent 
directors - John B. Kilroy Jr., Keith A. 
Meister and Paul Salem - to evaluate 
ways to extract value from its real estate 
portfolio.

Bloomberg News reported earlier 
that month that Starboard Value, the 
activist fund run by Jeff Smith, had bui-
lt a position in the company and plan-
ned to push for changes. The invest-

ment firm disclosed a 0.54% stake as 
of  March 31, which was worth about 
$83.3 million as of  Thursday’s close.

Debra DeShong, a spokeswoman for 
MGM, declined to comment.

MGM created MGM Growth Pro-
perties LLC - a real estate investment 
trust -for some of  its properties in 2016 
after Jonathan Litt’s Land & Buildings 
Investment Management LLC pressu-
red the company to restructure.

Property sales free up cash for casi-
no companies to expand while letting 
them continue to manage their resorts. 
Any transactions at MGM are expec-
ted to be structured similarly, according 
to some of  the people.

Shares of  MGM rose 1.4% to $29.16 
in extended trading following the news. 
The stock has gained 19% this year.

MGM could reap $6 billion to $7 
billion of  value from a sale-leaseba-
ck of  the Bellagio and MGM Grand 
alone, assuming that rent coverage is 
similar to prior transactions, Macqua-
rie Group analyst Chad Beynon said in 
an email.

“On an after tax basis, we believe 
MGM could repurchase over 150 
million shares,” he said. BLOOMBERG
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A new roadmap 
to ‘world-class’ 
Greater Bay 
by 2035
JULIE ZHU

THE government of  Guangdong is hoping that 
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Grea-

ter Bay Area will achieve its goal of  becoming a 
“world-class urban circle” within the next 16 years, 
according to the latest plan announced by Guang-
dong government.  

Last week, the Guangdong government released 
its latest development plan named “Opinions on 
building a new pattern of  regional development 
‘the one core, one belt and one area’ to promote 
regional coordinated development in the province.” 

The Greater Bay Area world-class achievements 
have been included as sub-goals, under the broader 
objective of  having “the whole province basically 
realized [as] a socialist modernization by 2035.”

According to the document, classified guidance 
suggests joining hands with Hong Kong and Ma-
cau to build the Greater Bay Area, and to accele-
rate the promotion of  the Pearl River Delta inno-
vation zone and the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong 
Kong-Macau science and technology innovation 
center. 

“One core” refers to the Pearl River Delta cities, 
which are the nine Greater Bay cities on the main-
land. 

“One belt” refers to seven cities in the Pearl River 
Delta and seven other cities west and east of  the 
delta, including Shantou, Shanwei, Yangjiang and 
Chaozhou. 

“One area” refers to cities situated in the northern 
district of  Guangdong. 

The document features general goals that the pro-
vince wishes to achieve within a certain period. It 
suggests that an intercity transportation network be 
planned and built in Greater Bay Area, and nuclear 
and offshore wind power plants should be develo-
ped. 

With respect to regional development, “importing 
Hong Kong and Macau’s high quality in terms of  
public services” is listed as a possible option.

The report also suggests “coordinating with Hong 
Kong and Macau to build three big science and te-
chnology innovation cooperation zones.” 

As for the core cities, Zhuhai is to be developed 
into the core city of  the Pearl River Delta’s west 
coast, while Shenzhen is to build itself  into “a pilot 
demonstration area of  socialism with Chinese cha-
racteristics and an example of  creating a socialist 
modernization power.” 

The “one core, one belt and one area” new regio-
nal pattern should be “preliminarily” established by 
2020 and “basically” established by 2022. Guang-
dong province should then achieve its socialism mo-
dernization by 2035.

Tens of thousands march through  Hong Kong in week six

SEASONED PROTESTERS

From hand signals to post-it  notes
HONG Kong’s youth 

are no rookies when it 
comes to protests.

The city’s young activists 
have fine-tuned their stra-
tegies since Occupy Cen-
tral in 2014, a months-long 
pro-democracy demons-
tration that ended without 
tangible victories. Using a 
range of  new tactics, they 
have helped rally hundreds 
of  thousands of  fellow 
Hong Kong residents to 

take to the streets over the 
past month.

The protesters have pres-
sed on with an expanding 
set of  demands, even after 
Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam said the extradition 
bill that triggered the out-
cry had been “indefinitely 
suspended.”

From hand signals to post- 
it notes, the protesters have 
honed multiple strategies 
and tools to maximize ef-

fectiveness, contend with 
police and keep up momen-
tum.

The Hong Kong-based 
web forum LIHKG and Te-
legram, the encrypted mes-
saging app, have served as 
crucial organizing platfor-
ms for the largely leaderless 
protests. Protesters have 
formed Telegram groups to 
share information and for-
mulate strategies, as well as 
conduct real-time planning. 

In the thick of  a protest, 
they will notify each other 
on Telegram of  the whe-
reabouts of  police officers 
and vote on whether to end 
a demonstration.

They use LIHKG, known 
as Hong Kong’s Reddit, 
to discuss next steps. Resi-
dents who are ambivalent 
about participating read 
the forum for more infor-
mation, while others seek 
emotional support.

TENS of  thousands 
of  Hong Kong 
protesters marched 
through the city 

center to various locations in-
cluding government headquar-
ters and Beijing’s liaison office, 
ignoring a police-approved end 
point and defying a ruling that 
shortened the planned route.

The march marked the sixth 
straight week of  anti-gover-
nment rallies that have put 
increasing pressure on the fi-
nancial hub’s administration. 
Organizers said 430,000 peo-
ple turned out for yesterday’s 
march, while the police said 
138,000 attended at its peak.

The marchers splintered off in 
different directions to gather at 
sites including outside Beijing’s 
liaison office in the city. Live 
TV footage showed some pro-
testers spray paint over CCTV 
cameras and throw eggs at the 
building, before moving away 
as police cleared the area.

China’s national emblem, 
which adorns the front of  the 
Liaison Office, was splattered 
with black ink.

Organizer the Civil Human 
Rights Front said the rallies, 
which have drawn hundreds of  
thousands of  people, were held 
to show support for demands 
including the withdrawal of  
legislation that would allow 
extraditions to China, amnesty 
for arrested protesters and the 
resignation of  Chief  Executive 
Carrie Lam, who is backed by 
Beijing.

The Appeal Board on Pu-
blic Meetings and Processions’ 
ruled on Saturday that the 
march, originally planned to 
end at the city’s Court of  Final 
Appeal in Central, must finish 
in the Wan Chai district, citing 
potential difficulties in crowd 
control. Marchers ignored the 
ruling, and police retreated and 
shifted their barricades to allow 
the mass of  protesters past the 

Wan Chai end point.
Shopkeepers along the route 

supplied marchers with water 
and other drinks as the tempe-
rature in the city hovered above 
30 degrees Celsius. Barricades 
surrounding the police station 
in Wan Chai were converted 
into so-called Lennon Walls, 
spontaneous message boards 
adorned with brightly colored 
sticky labels.

“Free Hong Kong! Demo-
cracy now!” the protesters 
chanted, forming a dense pro-
cession through Hong Kong’s 
Wan Chai district as they were 

joined by others who had been 
waiting in side streets.

Protesters repeated the five 
points of  their “manifesto,” 
which was first introduced 
when a small group of  them 
stormed the legislature earlier 
this month. Their main de-
mands include universal suffra-
ge — direct voting rights for all 
Hong Kong residents — as well 
as dropping charges against 
anti-extradition protesters, wi-
thdrawing the characterization 
of  a clash between police and 
protesters as a “riot” and dissol-
ving the Legislative Council.

Protesters read the demands 
aloud in both English and 
Cantonese in videos released 
Saturday.

“We did not want to em-
bark on this path of  resisting 
tyranny with our bare bodies,” 
they said, “but for too long, our 
government has lied and decei-
ved, and refused to respond to 
the demands of  the people.”

Claudia Mo, a pan democra-
cy lawmaker, said at the rally 
that protesters wanted Lam to 
pledge not to target people who 
took part in the rallies.

“We would like her to say that 
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SEASONED PROTESTERS

From hand signals to post-it  notes

there will be no prosecution of  the 
protesters arrested, that there will 
be general amnesty in this very sad 
saga,” Mo said. “She refuses in the 
name of  the rule of  law.”

Lam earlier this month declared 
that the extradition bill was “dead,” 
but did not officially withdraw it, lea-
ving open the potential for the gover-
nment to revive it with 12 days’ no-
tice and providing new momentum 
for protesters.

Bernard Chan, the convener of  the 
city’s Executive Council, told Bloom-
berg in an email that there was little 
more the government could do to 
meet the demands of  the protesters. 

“The government have already sus-
pended the bill and Chief  Executive 
has made very clear the bill is dead. I 
don’t see how it will ever reintroduce 
to Legco under this term or any term 
in the future.”

But many of  the protesters argue 
that their government has not gone 
far enough.

“I think the government has never 
responded to our demands,” said 
Karen Yu, a 52-year-old Hong Kong 
resident who has attended four pro-
tests since they started. “No matter 
how much the government can do, 
at least it should come out and res-
pond to us directly.”

Lam has vowed to use a more open 
manner to engage with the Hong 
Kong public and will concentrate on 
drafting a broad policy address for 
later this year, he added.

Kingston Cheung, a 17-year-old 
student who’s taken part in the pro-
tests since they started on June 9, 
said he marched on Sunday to voice 
opposition to the government’s han-
dling of  previous protests.

“The focus of  the protests has been 
about the extradition bill, but we 
are also starting to see how the go-
vernment and police have mishan-
dled them,” he said. “The abuse of  
power by the police has added to the 
public’s anger.”

The march comes a week after 
attempts to clear a demonstration 
in the New Territories area of  Sha 
Tin devolved into dramatic clashes 
between protesters and riot police 
inside a shopping mall - keeping the 
heat on Lam. Officers arrested more 
than 40 people.

“My fear is there will be an esca-
lation of  violence,” said opposition 
lawmaker Alvin Yeung, who was at 
the New Town Center in Sha Tin 
when the scuffles erupted. “It seems 
like everyone knows if  this continues, 
somebody must die -- either a protes-
ter or police officer. And then what?”

Crowds of  protesters have turned 
out regularly in the former British 
colony since mid-June. In recent 
weeks their ire has focused on China, 
which continues to back Lam publi-
cly despite a Financial Times report 
that said she had offered to resign 
but was told to remain and resolve 
the city’s chaos.

On Saturday, thousands of  gover-
nment supporters rallied in the city 
center in support of  the police, with 
organizers estimating 316,000 tur-
ned out and police putting the figure 
at 103,000.

That followed news of  three men, 
between the ages of  25 and 27, who 
were arrested in connection with 
the seizure of  explosives, firebombs 
and other weapons in an industrial 
building in the Tsuen Wan district, 
according to a police statement. Of-

ficers found 2 kilograms of  triaceto-
ne triperoxide at the scene, a police 
spokeswoman said.

Triacetone triperoxide has been 
used in terrorist attacks worldwide.

The Hong Kong National Front, a 
pro-independence group, said on its 
Facebook page Saturday that one of  
its members was arrested at the bui-
lding.

Alick McWhirter, a senior bomb 
disposal officer, said the seizure of  

the explosives Friday was the largest 
of  its kind in Hong Kong and called 
it troubling that such a dangerous 
substance was being made in a ho-
memade laboratory in the middle of  
the city.

“It puts at risk everybody within 
the building. It puts at risk bystanders 
outside,” he told reporters.

Police spokesman Tse Chun-
-chung said more arrests may 
follow. MDT/AP

If  yellow umbrellas were 
the iconic accessory of  the 
2014 protests, yellow har-
dhats may be this year’s. 
During the most violent 
clashes, police have used 
pepper spray, bean bag 
rounds, rubber bullets and 
tear gas on protesters. In 
response, they have don-
ned face masks, goggles 
and helmets.

Some protesters, outfitted 
with sanitary pads, gloves, 

saline solution, scissors, 
gauze and other supplies, 
are responsible for admi-
nistering first aid.

When protesters broke 
into the legislature bui-
lding on July 1, they 
fashioned shields out of  
cardboard, wood and suit-
cases. The shields and face 
masks also conceal their 
identities, as some fear 
government repercussions 
and arrest.

Protesters use hand sig-
nals to communicate whi-
ch supplies need to be de-
livered to the front lines. 
Arms circling the head 

indicate “helmets,” while 
a forward cutting motion 
made by the index and mi-
ddle fingers signals “scis-
sors.” The items are then 
passed through a human 
chain.

The power of  the protes-
ters’ nonverbal communi-
cation was apparent when 
a massive, dense crowd 
parted seamlessly to make 
way for an oncoming am-
bulance. Online videos 
capturing the moment 
spurred praise on social 
media for the protesters’ 
politeness and deft coordi-
nation.

Following the assassina-
tion of  singer and songwri-
ter John Lennon, a wall 
in Prague was decorated 
in tribute to The Beatles. 
The colorful wall, which 
became a symbol of  pea-
ce and love, has since been 
painted over several times 
to advocate for different 
causes.

Hong Kong activists first 
created their own Len-
non Wall during the 2014 
protests, covering a wall 
with a vibrant post-it notes 
calling for democratic re-
form. This time, they have 
taken to sticking the neon- 

colored notes everywhe-
re, erecting impromptu 
Lennon Walls across the 
city as quickly as others 
might tear them down. 
Some protesters have cal-
led it “flowers blossoming 
everywhere.”

The fluid walls fit the mo-
vement’s mobile nature, 
said Antony Dapiran, the 
author of  a book about 
dissent in Hong Kong. In 
contrast to the sit-in sty-
le of  Occupy, he said, the 
current protesters will qui-
ckly evacuate a location 
once they’ve made an im-
pact and move to another.

While police put up bar-
riers to deter demonstra-
tors, protesters built their 
own barricades to protect 
themselves, block roads 
and prevent lawmakers 
from reaching the legisla-
ture. Like their shields, the 
protesters’ barricades are 
often repurposed mate-
rials, such as fences used to 
separate traffic lanes.

In the movement’s early 
weeks, the protesters’ road 
blocks prevented a Legisla-
tive Council meeting that 
had been scheduled to dis-
cuss the extradition bill. 
MDT/AP
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In the City of Love, mass tourism 
troubles Parisian hearts
GERALDINE AMIEL

EVERY day on Boulevard 
Saint Michel, near the Notre-

-Dame Cathedral in the heart of  
Paris’s Latin Quarter, buses un-
load thousands of  tourists. Armed 
with selfie sticks, they clog up tra-
ffic and jostle with locals trying to 
get on with their lives.

“Saint Michel is a typical location 
for tourists and on some evenings 
it gets really hard,” said Arnaldo 
Gomes, a 70-year-old building su-
perintendent who’s been living in 
the area since 1974. “There are so 
many groups and they can be very 
noisy and even dirty.”

Parisians are used to tourists, 
but mass tourism - where groups 
move in packs - is beginning to 
annoy the residents of  the City 
of  Love, especially around land-
marks like Notre Dame, the Eiffel 
Tower and the Louvre museum. 
Although the backlash against 
such tourists is nowhere near as 
severe as in Venice and Barcelo-
na, many in the French capital are 
calling on the local government to 
better manage flows.

France, which remains the wor-
ld’s top tourist destination, is tar-
geting 100 million visitors in 2020, 
up from 89.3 million in 2018. Pa-
ris gets about 25 million interna-
tional tourists a year - more than 
10 times the city’s population 
- placing it just behind Bangkok 
and London in world rankings. 

The city drew 83 million euros 
($94 million) last year in direct re-
venue from the so-called “taxe de 
sejour.” About 500,000 jobs are 
directly or indirectly linked to tou-
rism, or 9.3% of  the city’s salaried 
workforce.

‘SUFFOCATING’ CROWDS
In May, the Louvre, home to the 

Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo, 
closed its doors after staff and se-
curity employees went on strike, 
saying they couldn’t handle the 
“suffocating” crowds. It reopened 
after the museum pro-
posed a system of  man-
datory reservations and 
promised to hire more 
staff and spread out re-
novation projects.

In an interview with 
Le Parisien newspaper 
published on July 2, 
Emmanuel Gregoire, 
deputy mayor of  Paris 
and the city official in 
charge of  tourism, ack-
nowledged the growing 
local hostility, blaming 
it on the “totally anarchic” man-
ner in which large tourist buses 
make their way around Paris and 
rental inflation driven by apart-
ment-sharing companies like Air-
bnb Inc.

While Parisians have been less 
vocal about their concerns than 
people in Venice, Barcelona and 
Amsterdam, officials are be-

ginning to concede they need to 
take action.

“There is no ‘over-tourism’ in 
Paris per se, but there’s an issue 
with so-called group tourism, the 
sort that irritates the Parisians,” 
Jean-Francois Martins, another 
deputy mayor, said in an inter-
view. “That’s when tourists travel 
in packs and end up in the same 
iconic places, over-crowding them 
at the same time, such as the Ei-
ffel Tower, certain museums and 
churches.”

The city doesn’t expect a sig-

nificant jump in visitors in the 
coming years, except for specific 
events like the Olympic Games 
in the summer of  2024, Martins 
said.

NOT VENICE
“We’ve always targeted a sustai-

nable growth in tourist numbers 
of  around 1% to 2% a year,” he 

said. Tourism in Paris briefly ac-
celerated when China opened up, 
but “it never grew the way it did 
in Amsterdam, Venice or Barcelo-
na,” he said.

In Barcelona and Venice, mass 
tourism has drawn anger from 
local populations exasperated by 
the ever-growing crowds that have 
pushed up food prices and rentals 
and threaten a way of  life. In Ve-
nice and Amsterdam, authorities 
have opted for higher visitor taxes 
to help curb tourism.

Unlike those other cities, Pa-
ris’s landmarks are dis-
persed, making large 
numbers of  visitors 
more manageable, said 
Veronique Potelet, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Paris Tourism board.

“The Parisian terri-
tory is compact yet at-
tractions and interesting 
sites are spread across 
many districts that are 
not highly populated, so 
it’s less of  a nuisance,” 
Potelet said.

For instance, the Eiffel Tower, 
which attracts on average 6 
million visitors a year, is set in a 
neighborhood with large open 
spaces. The number of  visitors 
has stayed largely stable over the 
past 10 years, Victoria Klahr, 
a spokeswoman for the Societe 
d’Exploitation de la Tour Eiffel, 
said.

ANNOYING BUSES
Paris on average gets around 

300,000 tourists a day, against the 
2.5 million people who live or pass 
through the city each day, promp-
ting Martins to say that “Paris is a 
dense city that lives just fine with its 
density.” Still, he admits large tou-
rists groups do create some issues.

Double-decker tourist buses, for 
instance, have become a source of  
annoyance for Parisians dealing 
with bottlenecks amid roadworks 
to open bike lanes and widen si-
dewalks on some boulevards. A re-
cent accident in which a man was 
crushed to death by one of  these 
buses in the swank 7th arrondisse-
ment sparked outrage. Since June, 
the Paris police have counted 219 
infractions related to tourist bu-
ses, according to Le Journal du 
Dimanche newspaper.

The Paris town hall this month 
showed it’s taking note of  the dis-
content, nine months ahead of  
municipal elections.

“We don’t want tourist buses 
plying in a totally anarchic way in 
Paris,” Gregoire said in the Pari-
sien interview. “Buses are no lon-
ger welcome downtown.”

Starting September, double-de-
cker buses will be subject to res-
trictions. In 2022, half  of  them 
will also have to be “clean.” Other 
tourist buses will eventually have 
to park outside the city. The Paris 
tourism board is also working on 
directing visitors to other, lesser 
known, attractions of  the capital, 
hoping to thin out crowds.

At Saint Michel, Gomes is star-
ting to see the impact of  that. 
“They cross the Seine river, go el-
sewhere,” he said. “They’re now 
passing by more quickly than befo-
re.” BLOOMBERG

”We’ve always 
targeted a sustainable 

growth in tourist 
numbers of around 1% 

to 2% a year.
JEAN-FRANCOIS MARTINS

DEPUTY MAYOR, PARIS
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EU assessing security risks to 
5G that could include Huawei

US concerned over China’s ‘interference’ in South China Sea
THE United States said 

it’s concerned by re-
ports of  China’s interferen-
ce with oil and gas activities 
in the disputed waters of  
the South China Sea, whe-
re Vietnam accuses Beijing 
of  violating its sovereignty.

State Department 
spokeswoman Morgan Or-
tagus said in a statement 
that China’s “repeated 
provocative actions aimed 

at the offshore oil and gas 
development of  other 
claimant states threaten re-
gional energy security and 
undermine the free and 
open Indo-Pacific energy 
market.”

Vietnam on Friday de-
manded China remove a 
survey ship from Vanguard 
Bank, which it says lies wi-
thin Vietnam’s 200-mile 
exclusive economic zone. 

China claims the South 
China Sea almost in its 
entirety and has rattled 
smaller neighbors by cons-
tructing seven man-made 
islands in the disputed wa-
ters and equipped them 
with military runways and 
outposts.

Chinese coast guard ves-
sels also have been repor-
ted near a drilling rig in the 
same Vanguard Bank area 

where Vietnam has con-
tracted Russia’s Rosneft to 
develop gas fields.

“Vietnam has made con-
tact with China on multi-
ple occasions via different 
channels, delivered diplo-
matic notes to oppose Chi-
na’s violations, and staun-
chly demanded China to 
stop all unlawful activities 
and withdraw its ships from 
Vietnamese waters,” Viet-

nam’s Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Le Thi Thu 
Hang said in a statement 
Friday.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
earlier in the week urged 
Hanoi to respect China’s 
sovereign rights and juris-
diction, “and not to take 
any move that may compli-
cate matters.”

In May 2014, Chinese 

and Vietnamese vessels 
engaged in a dangerous 
confrontation when Chi-
na’s national oil company 
moved its oil platform into 
waters Vietnam considers 
its territory.

Ortagus calls on China to 
“cease its bullying behavior 
and refrain from engaging 
in this type of  provocative 
and destabilizing activi-
ties.” AP

AOIFE WHITE

THE European Union 
said it may deem cer-
tain 5G suppliers a 
security risk, noting 

that Chinese law requires do-
mestic companies to collaborate 
with intelligence agencies.

The EU won’t target China’s 
Huawei Technologies Co. “from 
the outset,” Security Commis-
sioner Julian King told repor-
ters on Friday. But he noted that 
Chinese national intelligence 
law “puts certain quite broad re-
quirements on organizations or 
citizens to support or cooperate 
or collaborate with national in-
telligence work.”

“It is indeed possible that we 
reach the conclusion that in 
some cases, some products, ser-
vices and suppliers are deemed 
unsafe,” King said.

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has advocated for a global ban 
on Huawei on security grou-
nds, alarming European tele-
com operators who rely on the 
company’s equipment to run 
networks. Excluding Huawei 
and ZTE Corp. from the next 
generation of  mobile networks 
would burden European phone 
companies with 55 billion euros 
(USD62 billion) in extra costs, 
and delay 5G roll out, the wire-
less industry’s main lobby group 
GSMA said last month.

“There’s a lot of  debate about 
Huawei,” King said. “It’s not 
because we’re obsessing about 
China. We’re trying to deve-
lop a risk assessment across this 
market,” and major suppliers 
will feature in feature in the dis-
cussion.

While individual European go-
vernments are free to block a 5G 

supplier over security concerns, 
King said he hoped they’d rely 
on a risk assessment he’s putting 
together by Oct. 1, based on 
information from all EU mem-
bers.

“Huawei welcomes the fact-
-based approach that the EU 
plans to take in reviewing the 
national risk assessments of  5G 
network infrastructure,” the 
company said in an emailed 
statement. “It is now more im-
portant than ever to develop a 
common approach to cyberse-
curity.”

The EU is relatively powerless 
to force its member states to abi-
de by its recommendations, but 
King said the report should help 
them “reach a view on whether 
particular products, services or 
suppliers are sufficiently safe” as 
states make decisions on high- 
speed 5G spectrum auctions 

and network deployment, he 
told a Brussels press conference.

While outright bans on 
Huawei appear unlikely in Eu-
rope, the region it relies on most 
for growth outside China, coun-
tries such as Germany, France 
and Britain have signaled more 
limited restrictions and tigh-
ter oversight of  their networks. 
Huawei’s European smartpho-
ne sales slumped last month, ac-
cording to market research firm 
Kantar, after a U.S. component 
supply ban on the Chinese ma-
nufacturer threatened its access 
to crucial handset software.

“It is possible if  you decide a 
particular service or supplier is 
presenting a risk that you find 
difficult to mitigate, that you can 
take a decision that reflects that, 
you take a decision to exclude 
the supplier from your market,” 
King said. BLOOMBERG

CHINA issued a defense of  its poli-
cies in the Xinjiang region where its 

detention of  ethnic Uighurs has drawn 
criticism from the U.S. and other western 
nations.

Xinjiang is an “inseparable part” of  
China, and internal and external hostile 
forces including separatists, religious ex-
tremists and terrorists are distorting his-
tory and facts to split the country apart, 
the official Xinhua News Agency said. It 
cited a white paper on the history of  the 
northwestern province published Sunday 
in Chinese.

At the United Nations earlier this mon-
th, the U.S. and 21 other mostly Western 
nations urged China to end its mass deten-
tions of  as many as one million Uighurs, a 
Muslim ethnic minority.

The “transformation through educa-
tion” camps in the far western region of  
Xinjiang have prompted calls for sanctions 
from lawmakers, human rights advocates 
and religious groups. While China contests 
the number detained, the government has 
defended the crackdown as necessary to 
fight terrorism and improve Uighurs’ eco-
nomic prospects after years of  unrest and 
attacks.

Ethnic cultures in Xinjiang have histori-
cally reflected elements of  Chinese culture, 
and the Arab civilization had an influence 
only at the turn of  the 9th and 10th cen-
turies when Islam spread in the region, 
according to the paper called “Historical 
Matters Concerning Xinjiang.”

“The Uighur conversion to Islam was 
not a voluntary choice made by the com-
mon people, but a result of  religious wars 
and imposition by the ruling class,” accor-
ding to the paper. Buddhism was once the 
predominant religion in Xinjiang, it said, 
adding that now, a significant number of  
people in Xinjiang do not follow any re-
ligion, and many Uighurs practice other 
religions.

Xinjiang progressed in the past when 
there was more cultural diversity, Xinhua 
reported from a section of  the white paper.

“Having a stronger sense of  identity with 
Chinese culture is essential to the pros-
perity and development of  ethnic cultu-
res in Xinjiang,” according to the paper. 
BLOOMBERG

Beijing steps 
up defense 
of Xinjiang 
policies in 
gov’t report
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Tsai says 2020 
election will 
be a test of its 
democracy
CHINMEI SUNG

TAIWAN’S presidential election next year 
will be a test of  its democracy and value sys-

tem, President Tsai Ing-wen said at the end of  a 
U.S. trip that drew rebuke from China.

“Voters in Taiwan will be focused on the future 
of  our country, especially whether we can keep 
our democratic and freedom way of  life,” she 
said at a press conference in Denver on Saturday, 
and televised at the Presidential Office in Taipei.

Seeking a second term, Tsai will face Kuomin-
tang nominee Han Kuo-yu - a firebrand mayor 
who advocates closer ties with China - in the elec-
tion on Jan. 11. She, on the other hand, dismisses 
Beijing’s claims to sovereignty over Taiwan and 
has strengthened the island’s informal alliance 
with America.

The president has also sought to bolster 
Taiwan’s defense capabilities against a poten-
tial Chinese invasion with a series of  military- 
hardware purchases. Taiwan and China have 
been governed separately since 1949, and only 
17 countries have formal diplomatic ties with 
Taiwan. Tsai’s Democratic Progressive Party ad-
vocates formalizing Taiwan’s independence.

Tsai stopped over in Denver after an official trip 
to four Caribbean countries that have diploma-
tic ties with Taiwan. She was also in New York 
City before visiting Haiti, St. Kitts and Nevis, 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines and Saint Lucia. 
BLOOMBERG

TAIWAN

Leader says it will treat Hong 
Kong asylum seekers humanely
TAIWANESE President 

Tsai Ing-wen said she 
would follow “humanitarian 
principles” in dealing with 
asylum seekers from Hong 
Kong, which has been roiled 
by pro-democracy protests.

Tsai made the comments af-
ter Radio Free Asia reported 
that more than a dozen protes-
ters from Hong Kong have fled 
to Taiwan.

In response, China’s fo-
reign ministry Friday accused 
Taiwan of  exhibiting fake be-
nevolence.

“We advise some people on 
the island not to jump out at 
this moment pretending to 
compassionate,” spokesman 
Geng Shuang said at a regular 
briefing. “They themselves are 
no more than clay Buddhas.” 
The moniker is an apparent 
reference to an old Chinese 
saying: When a clay Buddha 
attempts to cross a river, it can 
barely protect itself, let alone 
others.

Taiwan does not have a for-
mal refugee policy, and any 
move to resettle Hong Kong 

protesters is likely to anger Bei-
jing.

Hong Kong is a Chinese 
territory that has been rocked 
over the last month by massive 
protests against an extradition 
bill that would allow residents 
to be tried in mainland China. 
China also claims Taiwan as 

its territory, though the demo-
cratically governed island split 
from the Communist Party-ru-
led mainland amid civil war in 
1949.

Tsai spoke to reporters during 
a visit this week to Saint Lucia, 
an eastern Caribbean island 
nation that is among Taiwan’s 

few remaining allies. Beijing 
has chipped away at Taiwan’s 
allies by making a break in di-
plomatic relations with Taiwan 
a prerequisite for establishing 
relations with China.

Germany granted asylum 
last year to two pro-democracy 
activists from Hong Kong. AP
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Exit polls: Japan’s ruling bloc 
secures upper house majority

PAKISTAN

Female suicide bomber strikes hospital, 9 killed
ISHTIAQ MAHSUD, 
DERA ISMAIL KHAN

A female suicide bom-
ber struck outside a 

hospital in Pakistan yester-
day as the wounded were 
being brought in from an 
earlier shooting against po-
lice, in a complex assault 
claimed by the Pakistani 
Taliban that killed a total 
of  nine people and woun-
ded another 30.

Salim Riaz Khan, a se-
nior police officer in Dera 
Ismail Khan, said gunmen 
on motorcycles opened fire 
on police in a residential 
area, killing two. He says 
the bomber then struck at 
the entrance to the hospi-
tal, killing another four po-
lice and three civilians who 
were visiting their relatives. 
He said eight police were 
among the wounded, and 
that many of  the wounded 
were in critical condition.

Inayat Ullah, a local fo-
rensics expert, said the fe-
male attacker set off 7 kilo-
grams of  explosives packed 
with nails and ball-bearin-
gs.

The blast damaged the 
emergency room and for-
ced it to shut down, accor-
ding to a hospital official, 
who said the wounded 
were taken to a military 
hospital. The official spoke 
on condition of  anonymity 
for fear of  reprisal.

The Pakistani Taliban 
claimed the attack but did 
not acknowledge that the 
bomber was a woman. The 
group has launched scores 
of  attacks going back near-
ly two decades, but almost 
all of  them were carried 

out by men.
Pakistan’s military has 

carried out several major 
operations in recent years 
against the Pakistani Ta-
liban and other militants 
in areas along the porous 
border with Afghanistan. 
The violence has declined, 
but the militants still make 
their presence known 
through occasional attacks, 
mainly targeting security 
forces and religious mino-
rities.

Later yesterday, police 
said they had arrested 16 
suspects in the attack, all 
of  whom belong to banned 
organizations. Police officer 
Habib Ahmed said autho-
rities also seized weapons 
during the manhunt. AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI 
& KAORI HITOMI, TOKYO

PRIME Minister Shin-
zo Abe’s ruling coalition 
appeared certain to hold 
onto a majority in Ja-

pan’s upper house of  parliament 
following yesterday’s election, with 
exit polls indicating he could even 
close in on the super-majority nee-

ded to propose constitutional revi-
sions.

NHK public television said that 
Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party 
and its partner Komei were sure to 
win from 67 to 77 seats in the upper 
house, and that the two-thirds ma-
jority needed for constitutional re-
vision could be within reach if  the 
bloc is joined by supporters from 
another party.

Up for grabs were 124 seats in the 
less powerful of  Japan’s two parlia-
mentary chambers. There are 245 
seats in the upper house — which 
does not choose the prime minister 
— about half  of  which are elected 
every three years.

If  the exit polls prove accurate, 
the results would match or even 
exceed pre-election polls that indi-
cated Abe’s ruling bloc was to keep 

ground in the upper house, with 
most voters considering it a safer 
choice over an opposition with an 
uncertain track record.

Opposition parties have focused 
on concerns over household finan-
ces, such as the impact from an 
upcoming 10% sales tax increase 
and strains on the public pension 
system amid Japan’s aging popula-
tion.

Abe has led his Liberal Demo-
cratic Party to five consecutive par-
liamentary election victories since 
2012.

He has prioritized revitalizing 
Japan’s economy and has steadily 
bolstered the country’s defenses 
in the backdrop of  North Korea’s 
missile and nuclear threats and 
China’s growing military presen-
ce. He also has showcased his di-
plomatic skills by cultivating warm 
ties with President Donald Trump.

Abe hopes to gain enough upper 
house seats to boost his chances 
for constitutional revision, his lon-
g-cherished goal before his term 
ends in 2021.

But Abe and his conservative 
backers also face challenges be-
cause voters seem more concerned 
about their jobs, the economy and 
social security.

The main opposition Constitu-
tional Democratic Party of  Japan 
and three other liberal-leaning 
parties teamed up in some distric-
ts. They stressed support for gen-
der equality and LGBT issues — 
the areas Abe’s ultra-conservative 
lawmakers are reluctant to back.

At a polling station in Tokyo’s 
Chuo district yesterday, voters 
were divided over Abe’s 6 1/2-year 
rule.

A voter who identified himself  
only as a company worker in his 
40s said he chose a candidate and 
a party that have demonstrated an 
ability to get things done, sugges-
ting he voted for Abe’s ruling party 
and its candidate, as “there is no 
point in casting my vote for a par-
ty or a politician who has no such 
abilities.”

Another voter, Katsunori Takeu-
chi, a 57-year-old fish market 
worker, said it was time to change 
the dominance of  Abe and his ul-
tra-conservative policies.

“I think the ruling party has been 
dominating politics for far too long 
and it is causing damage,” he said. AP
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Moon back in NASA’s court 
50 years after 1st lunar landing
MARCIA DUNN, 
CAPE CANAVERAL

FIFTY years after humanity’s 
first lunar footsteps, the moon 

is back in NASA’s court.
The White House wants U.S. 

astronauts on the moon pronto — 
by 2024, a scant five years from 
now. The moon will serve as a cri-
tical proving ground, the thinking 
goes, for the real prize of  sending 
astronauts to Mars in the 2030s.

The billionaires’ space club is on 
board. Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and 
Virgin Galactic’s Richard Bran-
son favor moon before Mars. Spa-
ceX’s Elon Musk also is rooting for 
the moon, although his heart is on 
colonizing Mars.

But Apollo 11 astronaut Michael 
Collins prefers a beeline to Mars. 
Buzz Aldrin, too, is a longtime 
Mars backer. Back in 1994 on the 
25th anniversary of  his moon lan-
ding with Neil Armstrong, Aldrin 
questioned whether astronauts 
would be back on the moon by 
the 50th anniversary let alone on 
Mars, which was the short-lived 
goal at that time.

Fast-forward to the golden anni-
versary and NASA doesn’t even 
have the capability to get astro-
nauts into orbit around Earth. 
Russians are launching American 
astronauts to the International 
Space Station — for high prices 
— until capsules built by SpaceX 
and Boeing are ready. That likely 
won’t happen until next year, al-
most a decade after NASA’s space 

shuttle program ended.
“Fifty years ago [...] we landed, 

explored, got back up again, ren-
dezvoused, came back. That’s 50 
years of  non-progress,” Aldrin 
groused earlier this month during 
his anniversary bash near Los An-
geles. “I think we all ought to be 
a little ashamed that we can’t do 
better than that.”

Collins, who circled the moon 

in the mother ship while Aldrin 
and Armstrong planted a U.S. flag 
and gathered rocks, acknowledges 
that returning to the moon as a 
stepping stone to Mars is “a valid 
plan.”

“But I don’t have to agree with 
it,” Collins told The Associated 
Press. “I would take what I call the 
John F. Kennedy approach and I’d 
say if  you want to go to Mars, you 

say you want to go to Mars and 
you go.”

Even President Donald Trump 
— whose vice president is out the-
re plugging moonshots — prefers 
talking up Mars. In an Oval Office 
meeting with Aldrin and Collins 
on the eve of  the landing anniver-
sary, Trump asked if  it was possi-
ble to send astronauts to Mars wi-
thout revisiting the moon. Collins 
replied yes.

“Who knows better than the-
se people, right?  They’ve been 
doing this stuff for a long time,” 
the president said. He later ins-
tructed NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine to “listen to the other 
side.”

If  there’s one thing NASA 
has learned in the half-century 
since Armstrong and Aldrin’s 
moonwalk, it’s that all the flip-
-flopping between the moon and 
Mars by presidential administra-
tions has left astronauts no far-
ther than the International Space 
Station since the sixth and final 
Apollo moon landing in 1972.

Despite a lack of  human presen-
ce on the moon, robotic spacecraft 
are exploring the gray, dusty wor-
ld. NASA’s Lunar Reconnaissan-
ce Orbiter has been circling the 
moon for the past 10 years. Earlier 
this year, China landed a craft on 
the far side of  the moon. And to-
day, India plans to launch a mis-
sion to the moon’s south pole.
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UK Treasury chief vows to quit 
if Boris Johnson becomes PM
JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

BRITISH Treasury chief  
Philip Hammond said 
yesterday that he will quit 
if  — as widely expected 

— Boris Johnson becomes prime 
minister this week on a promise to 
leave the European Union with or 
without a divorce deal.

Hammond said Johnson’s vow 
to press for a no-deal Brexit if  he 
can’t secure a new agreement with 
the EU is “not something that I 
could ever sign up to.”

Hammond was almost certain to 
be removed from office by the new 
leader in any case. He has angered 
Brexit-backers, who now dominate 
the governing Conservative Party, 
with his warnings about the econo-
mic pain that leaving the EU could 
cause.

Hammond told the BBC that if  
Johnson wins, “I’m not going to be 
sacked because I’m going to resign 
before we get to that point.”

Johnson is the strong favorite to 
win a two-person runoff to lead the 
Conservative Party and the coun-

try. The winner is being announ-
ced Tuesday, with the victor taking 
over from Prime Minister Theresa 
May on Wednesday.

Britain is due to leave the EU 
on Oct. 31 but Parliament has re-
peatedly rejected the divorce deal 
struck between May and the bloc. 
Both Johnson and his rival Jeremy 

Hunt, the current foreign secretary, 
say they will leave the EU without 
an agreement if  the EU won’t re-
negotiate.

Most economists say quitting 
the 28-nation bloc without a deal 
would cause Britain economic tur-
moil. The U.K.’s official economic 
watchdog has forecast that a no- 

deal Brexit would trigger a reces-
sion, with the pound plummeting 
in value, borrowing soaring by 30 
billion pounds (USD37 billion) 
and the economy shrinking 2% in 
a year.

But Johnson, who helped lead the 
“leave” campaign in Britain’s 2016 
EU membership referendum, says 

a no-deal Brexit will be “vanishin-
gly inexpensive” if  the country 
prepares properly.

The EU insists it won’t reopen 
the 585-page divorce deal it struck 
with May.

Irish Deputy Prime Minister Si-
mon Coveney said yesterday that 
the bloc is “simply not going to 
move away from the Withdrawal 
Agreement.”

“If  the approach of  the new Bri-
tish prime minister is that they’re 
going to tear up the Withdrawal 
Agreement, then I think we’re in 
trouble,” he told the BBC. “We’re 
all in trouble, quite frankly, becau-
se it’s a little bit like saying: ‘Ei-
ther give me what I want or I’m 
going to burn the house down for 
everybody.”

Hammond is the third U.K. mi-
nister within a week to quit or say 
they will resign in order to try to 
prevent a cliff-edge Brexit. Britain 
looks set for a fall showdown be-
tween the new Conservative go-
vernment and British lawmakers 
determined to thwart a no-deal 
exit.

“I am confident that Parliament 
does have a way of  preventing a 
no-deal exit on October 31 wi-
thout parliamentary consent and 
I intend to work with others to 
ensure parliament uses its power 
to make sure that the new gover-
nment can’t do that,” Hammond 
said. AP
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim Chef! Sr1

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Moda Portugal Sr.4

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Volta ao Mundo

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Banco Asiático De Investimento em Infra-Estruturas

Livros com João Guedes

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Os Templos e a Religião Chineses em Macau 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

SandS PreSentS:  all that’S Gold doeS 
Glitter – an exhibition of GlamorouS 
CeramiCS
time: 24 hourS 
until: October 9, 2019 
Venue: The Venetian Macao, The Parisian Macao, 
Sands Macao & Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
admiSSion: Free  
enquirieS: (853) 2882 8888

maCau SCienCe Centre
time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
admiSSion: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D sky 
shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D sky 
shows)
enquirieS: (853) 2888 0822 

mandarin’S houSe
time: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
addreSS: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2896 8820

treaSure of SaCred art of St. JoSePh’S 
Seminary
time: 10am-5pm daily (Closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2835 7911

Wynn PreSentS:  Garden of earthly 
deliGhtS 
time: 10am-10pm
until: October 6, 2019 
Venue: Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace 
admiSSion: Free  
enquirieS: (853) 6882 2839

SunleSS aSteroid ao22
time: 12pm-7pm (closed on Mondays)
until: August 4, 2019 
Venue: Post-Ox Warehouse Experimental Site  
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2853 0026

A police officer’s craving for cake batter ice cream put 
him and his colleagues in the right place to take action 
when a loaded gun fell out of a man’s shorts at a Baskin-
-Robbins shop in New York City.

Police say three officers were at the shop in Coney Island, 
Brooklyn while on-duty Saturday when Emmanuel Lovett 
walked in, tugged his denim shorts and dropped a pistol to 
the floor.

The officers swarmed and arrested the 33-year-old man. 
Police say his robbery record prohibited him from having a 
gun. He’s charged with criminal possession of a firearm.

Lovett is jailed on $7,500 bail. He’s due in court Friday. A 
message seeking comment was left with his lawyer.

The NYPD acknowledged the oddity of the ice cream-in-
duced arrest, tweeting: “Seriously, this actually happened.”

Sweet Spot: officer craving ice 
cream nabS gun SuSpect

The disgraced deputy Prime Minister of China, Deng 
Xiaoping, is to return to Chinese Government.

The Chinese Communist Party conference has resto-
red him to the offices of Vice Premier of the State Council, 
Vice-Chairman of the Central Committee, Vice-Chair-
man of the Military Commission and Chief of the General 
Staff of the People’s Liberation Army.

He was dismissed from his posts after the leftist Gang 
of Four blamed him for the popular uprising in Tiananmen 
Square in April last year after Premier Zhou Enlai’s death.

Since the death of Chairman Mao last September the 
Gang of Four has sidelined Mr Deng and attempted a pro-
gramme of radical reform.

But Mao Tse Tung’s named successor as CCP chair, 
Hua Guofeng, has been purging the Party of extremist 
influences such as the Gang of Four.

The Gang of Four was formally expelled from the CCP at 
a meeting of the Central Committee’s Third Plenum last 
weekend.

The Gang includes Mao’s fourth wife, Jiang Qing, former 
vice premier and politburo member Zhang Chunqiao, for-
mer factory worker Wang Hongwen and Shanghai intel-
lectual Yao Wenyuan.

The official CCP newspaper, The People’s Daily, last 
week accused the group of trying to “rebuild” the Com-
munist Party, excluding senior officials and creating a 
“mass organisation”.

Chinese authorities now regard “pleading the Gang’s in-
nocence” as a “counter-revolutionary act”.

A party official in Kiangsi who defended the group re-
cently was “denounced for his crime” at a meeting of 
4,000 people.

Premier Hua has also identified far-left tendencies in 
party leaders of 13 of China’s 29 administrative regions 
and removed them from power.

Courtesy BBC News

1977: Deng Xiaoping back in power

In context

cineteatro
18 - 24Jul

TOY STORY 4
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

THE WHITE STORM 2 DRUG LORDS
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Herman Yau
Starring: Andy Lau, Louis Koo, Michael Miu
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 86min

CRAYON SHINCHAN 2019
room 3
2:30, 7:15pm
Director: Masakazu Hashimoto
Starring: Yumiko Kobayashi, Toshiyuki Morikawa, Miki Narahashi
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 100min

SPIDER-MAN: FAR FROM HOME
room 3
4:30, 9:15pm
Director: Jon Watts
Starring: Zendaya, Angourie Rice, Tom Holland
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 129min

Offbeat
By the end of 1978 Deng Xiaoping had effectively 

wrested power from Hua Guofeng.
The Gang of Four members had been arrested in 

October 1976 and were put on trial in 1980 for their 
part in an attempted coup.

In 1978 Deng oversaw the historic change of direc-
tion for China, the stressing of the so-called “Four 
Modernisations” of agriculture, industry, national 
defence, and science and technology.

During Deng’s long hold on power, he instituted a 
variety of reforms aimed at decentralising the eco-
nomy and opening the country to international tra-
de.

He resigned from his last official Party post in 1989, 
after he and other Party elders ordered the use of 
military force to clear Tiananmen Square.

He remained extremely influential until his death in 
1997, and it was Deng who agreed to Jiang Zemin’s 
elevation to Party chief and Deng who nominated 
Hu Jintao as Mr Jiang’s successor.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1-Fissure; 5- Bygone; 9- Hem’s partner; 12- Name of Isaac’s eldest 

son in the Bible; 13- Kind of committee; 15- Garment of ancient Rome; 16- Yearn 
deeply; 17- Check endorser; 18- Neat as ___; 19- Ballroom dance; 21- Brother or 
sister; 23- Move quickly; 24- Thai tongue; 25- Agreement; 28- Awhirl; 33- Later!; 
34- Actor Penn; 35- Fly like an eagle; 36- The whole shebang; 37- Performance; 
38- Actress Vardalos; 39- Cambodian currency; 41- German article; 42- Listing; 
44- Clamber; 46- Wrinkle; 47- Pod occupant; 48- Oil-rich nation; 49- Sudden 
burst of temper; 53- Reconstruct; 57- Stick in the fridge; 58- Chick of jazz; 60- 
Like some tea; 61- High-five, for one; 62- Hangout; 63- Singer Horne; 64- Leb. 
neighbor; 65- Corner; 66- ABA member;
 
DOWN: 1- Seized vehicle; 2- The doctor ___; 3- Temple; 4- Third day of the week; 
5- Wafer-thin; 6- Go with the flow; 7- Timid; 8- Digits of the foot; 9- Pueblo Indian; 
10- Not fer; 11- Vera of fashion; 14- 
Overhead interior surface; 15- Claws; 20- 
Toodle-oo!; 22- Outlaw; 25- Autocratic 
Russian rulers; 26- Dig find; 27- Conger 
catcher; 28- River that flows through 
Paris; 29- Window section; 30- Ancient 
Greek colony; 31- Metal spikes; 32- Rasp; 
34- Earth; 37- Subvert; 40- Portable PC; 
42- Speedy steed; 43- Strong liquor from 
Mexico; 45- Mal de ___; 46- Bring into 
being; 48- Castle of dance; 49- Chuck; 
50- Comrade; 51- At hand; 52- Castle 
protection; 54- “Rhyme Pays” rapper; 55- 
Pre-Easter period; 56- WWII event; 59- 
Capek play; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If  you are entering a new situation 
or group today, it might be wise to 
play it safe. The universe is in a bit 
of  a flux, and pure clarity will be 
hard to find. It will take you time 
to get your bearings.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Asking a friend to be honest 
with you can be tricky. If  you are 
looking for support and end up 
getting judged, don’t blame the 
friend. Instead talk to someone 
who knows that no one is perfect.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
When you’re riding the tides of  
life today, be very mindful of the 
undercurrents—because they are what 
will actually lead you to your destination. 
There’s not much you can do to change 
the direction you’re traveling

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s more important than ever 
for you to balance your life now. 
The stars say that there is a great 
imbalance building, and it could 
send some bad vibes your way 
unless you address it.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s more important than ever 
for you to balance your life now. 
The stars say that there is a great 
imbalance building, and it could 
send some bad vibes your way 
unless you address it.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
All your plans are coming together 
nicely today, and it looks as though 
you’re going to have a lot of  fun! 
The hard work is over, so you can 
feel free to kick back and let yourself  
get distracted.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Every limit is there for a reason, 
and you need to yield to them. But 
luckily, there are so many fun things 
going on around you right now 
that you won’t mind diverting your 
energies to something else.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
There are many temptations 
all around you today, but not 
all of  them are healthy for your 
body and/or spirit. So you 
should make sure that you are 
well stocked with self-control!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Why go along with the crowd when 
you’ve got such an original mind and 
an incredible gift for self-expression? 
You are no lemming, and you will 
have a great opportunity to prove 
that to yourself  today.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
One of  your most recent failed 
attempts at matchmaking might be 
working out after all—okay, so maybe 
that fixup didn’t go as planned, but 
there is a domino effect at work here, 
and you should be prepared.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
In a group dynamic today, you’re 
going to feel as though someone 
or something is missing—and 
you should respect that feeling. It 
might be time for your group to 
find a new leader or director.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Things are starting to get very 
complicated between you and a 
friend. It seems that someone they 
are interested in is actually more 
interested in you. The guilty feelings 
could start to creep up on you today

  Aquarius Pisces
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GINA Torres used to 
wonder about the back 

story of  her “Suits “ charac-
ter, Jessica Pearson.

The character was the co-
-founder and boss of  the 
law firm at the center of  the 
show, but that was about all 
that was known.

Torres wondered: “’She 
doesn’t have family, she 
doesn’t have people. When 
are we gonna meet her peo-
ple? What’s gonna happen? 
When are we gonna get to 
know more of  the woman?’”

Torres’ questions are 
answered in the new spinoff, 

MAHERSHALA Ali 
made the first move 

with Marvel Studios and 
“Blade.” Comic-Con au-
diences learned on Satur-
day night that Ali would 
be playing the Marvel Co-
mics character in a reboot.

Marvel Studios Presi-
dent Kevin Feige says 
right after winning his se-
cond Academy Award for 
“Green Book” earlier this 
year, Ali set up a meeting 
with the superhero studio.

Within 10 minutes, Ali 
asked what was happe-

POLICE in southern 
China said the man 

who stabbed veteran 
Hong Kong actor Simon 
Yam at an event suffers 
from paranoid schi-
zophrenia.

A 53-year-old man, sur-
named Chen, was detai-
ned following the attack 
in the Zhongshan Huoju 
Development Zone in 
Guangdong province, po-
lice said Saturday evening.

Chen rushed the stage 
and stabbed the 64-year-
-old actor with a fruit 
knife during an opening 
celebration for a business 
venue where Yam was in-
vited to speak.

“Pearson,” that premiered 
last week in the USA.

As the show begins, Pear-
son has been disbarred and 
can no longer practice law. 
She relocates from New 
York to Chicago where she’s 
hired as the unofficial fixer 
for the mayor, who is mar-
ried, but involved with the 
city attorney.

“Pearson” is “not Suits 
2.0. It’s not Suits Jr.,” Tor-
res said. 

Torres also serves as an 
executive producer, a role 
that has been one of  her ca-
reer goals.

ning with “Blade” and 
said he wanted to play 
him.

Wesley Snipes played 
the half-vampire in three 
films for New Line Cine-
ma and in a recent cameo 
in “What We Do in the 
Shadows.”

Although there were 
rumors that Snipes wou-
ld return over the years, 
nothing had officially pro-
gressed with the property 
on the big screen since the 
rights reverted to Marvel 
Studios in 2012.

Yam underwent a minor 
operation at a hospital in 
Zhongshan city, his mana-
ger Lester Mo said.

“He was stabbed in the 
tummy area and also got 
a cut on his right hand,” 
Mo said. He was still 
being treated for injuries 
to the four fingers of  his 
right hand.

Yam, who is also known 
by his Chinese name Yam 
Tat-wah, has appeared 
in more than 125 movies 
and 40 television series. 
He played the villain 
Chen Lo in the 2003 
Hollywood film “Lara 
Croft Tomb Raider: The 
Cradle of  Life.”

Ali called Marvel 
about ‘Blade’ after 
‘Green Book’ win

Police say man 
who stabbed Hong 
Kong actor is 
schizophrenic
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Gina 
Torres steps 
into the 
spotlight 
with ‘Suits’ 
spinoff
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Surfers test waves ahead of 
sport’s Olympic debut at Tokyo

BOXING

Manny Pacquiao beats Keith Thurman by split decision
FROM his first-round 

knockdown punches to 
his tenacious 12th-round 
finish, Manny Pacquiao 
gave yet another one-sided 
thrashing to Father Time.

Keith Thurman was a 
whole lot tougher to beat, 
but the 40-year-old Filipi-
no senator managed to win 
that vote as well.

Pacquiao floored Thur-
man early and persevered 

late to an exciting split-de-
cision victory Saturday ni-
ght, adding a third straight 
win to his late-career resur-
gence.

Pacquiao (62-7-2) dro-
pped his previously unbea-
ten opponent with a com-
bination late in the first 
round, and the Pac-Man 
dominated the opening 
rounds with a combination 
of  flair and power that re-

called the incredible prime 
of  the only eight-division 
champion in boxing his-
tory.

Thurman (29-1) showed 
remarkable tenacity in 
rallying through the middle 
rounds, repeatedly testing 
Pacquiao’s chin with big 
shots. Neither fighter ma-
naged another knockdown, 
but they pushed relentlessly 
in front of  a sellout crowd 

at the MGM Grand Gar-
den that repeatedly chan-
ted Pacquiao’s name from 
the moment he reached the 
ring.

“It was fun,” Pacquiao 
said. “My opponent is a 
good fighter and boxer. He 
was strong. [...] I think he 
did his best, and I did my 
best. I think we made the 
fans happy tonight because 
it was a good fight.”

Two judges scored the 
bout 115-112 for Pacquiao, 
while Glenn Feldman sco-
red it 114-113 for Thur-
man. The Associated Press 
also scored it 115-112 for 
Pacquiao.

Pacquiao appeared to be 
declining as recently as two 
years ago, when he lost a 
listless decision to Jeff Horn. 
But while his political ca-
reer flourished, Pacquiao 

also revived his ring career 
with solid back-to-back vic-
tories over Lucas Matthysse 
and Adrien Broner.

Before the bout, Floyd 
Mayweather got into the 
ring to wish both fighters 
good luck. The retired su-
perstar watched intently 
from the crowd in the same 
arena where he beat an in-
jured Pacquiao four years 
ago. MDT/AP

JIM ARMSTRONG, 
ICHINOMIYA

AS one of  the new sports 
added to the program 
for 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics, surfing is arguably 

the most glamorous and is sure to 
bring a new dimension as the IOC 
seeks a younger audience.

The big question for Tokyo will 
be the quality of  the waves. Whi-
le Japan has a surfing culture that 
began over 100 years ago, the 
country isn’t known for the type 
of  mammoth waves that can be 
found at surfing hotbeds like the 
North Shore of  Hawaii or Big Sur 
in California.

Japanese surfers got a chance to 
check out the waves in a four-day 
test event that concluded on Sun-
day at Tsurigasaki beach where 
the surfing event will be held.

On the east shore of  neighboring 
Chiba prefecture, Tsurigasaki is 
about a two-hour train ride from 
the center of  Tokyo.  Through the 
final day of  the competition on 
Sunday, most of  the feedback was 

positive, although some surfers 
said the waves weren’t big enough.

“There’s an idea that the waves 
aren’t sufficient but they were pro-
bably three to four feet, which is 
absolutely good contestable con-
ditions for a solid competition,” 
said Robert Fasulo, executive di-
rector of  the International Surfing 
Association. “I think the novelty 
and uniqueness of  what we are 
bringing is going to create a lot of  
interest.”

One the most popular surfing 
spots in Japan, Tsurigasaki was 
selected because it has more con-
sistent waves than other locations 
near Tokyo.

“I think this beach was chosen 
for its consistent waves,” said Japa-
nese surfer Hiroto Ohhara. “The 
waves today were a bit small. I 
plan to surf  a lot and gain as much 
experience as I can, since I know 
this beach I hope to be able to use 
it my advantage during the Olym-
pics if  I qualify.”

Fasulo said they expect a ma-
ximum 4,000 spectators during 
the Olympic competition. The 

surrounding community does not 
boast a lot of  infrastructure so 
many spectators will be looking at 
a long commute.

“It’s a little far, there is no ques-
tion about that,” Fasulo said “But 
that’s the nature of  our sport. The 
people who know and love our 
sport are willing to travel a little bit 
farther because the destinations 
require that.”

The competition will be held 
over four days but organizers have 
given the surfing event a win-
dow of  eight days if  the weather 
doesn’t cooperate.

Surfing’s push to be included in 
the Olympics has a long history 
but got a big boost in 2014 when 
the IOC realized the need to add 
more youthful, vibrant sports to 
the Olympic program.

A total of  26 sports applied for 
inclusion in the 2020 Games and 
in August of  2016, four new spor-
ts, including surfing , were added.  
The other new sports are karate, 
skateboarding and sport climbing. 
The combined events of  baseball 
and softball are returning after 

being dropped after Beijing in 
2008.

The IOC has also approved the 
inclusion of  surfing on the pro-
gram for the 2024 Olympics in 
Paris.

Surfing in Japan dates back over 
100 years.

As detailed by Legendary Sur-
fers, most Japanese-style wooden 
boats at the time had removable 
floor boards that were called Ita-
go. When the boats were beached 
after fishing, the children of  the 
fishermen took the Itago out of  
the boats and used them as body 
boards. This practice was com-
monly known as Itago-nori, mea-
ning “Floor board riding.”

During the occupation after 
World War Two, American sol-
diers began surfing fiberglass lon-
gboards at Kamakura, Karatsu 
and beaches around the military 
bases.

The sport boomed in the 1960s 
and Japan held its first surfing 
competition in 1966. It is estima-
ted that there are now over two 
million surfers in Japan.

A total of  20 men and 20 women 
will qualify for Tokyo with a ma-
ximum of  two athletes per gender 
per country.

The four-man heat method will 
be used. Four athletes will com-
pete at a time, with the best two 
proceeding to the next round. The 
length of  a heat depends on the 
condition of  the waves and las-
ts 20 to 25 minutes. In that time, 
an athlete can ride 10 to 12 wa-
ves, with their two highest scores 
counting.

The United States, Australia and 
Brazil are expected to be the favo-
rites in Tokyo.

Japan, meanwhile, is hoping to 
get a boost from Kanoa Igarashi. 
Born in Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia, the 21-year-old Igarashi re-
cently received dual citizenship in 
order to compete for his ancestral 
homeland in 2020. He has beco-
me one of  the top surfers in the 
World Surf  League and will be a 
medal contender next year.

In May, Igarashi became the 
first Japanese surfer to win an elite 
Championship Tour event when 
he topped the men’s competition 
at the Corona Bali Protected.

As host, Japan will get one auto-
matic berth in each of  the 20-sur-
fer draws and will have a chance 
to earn another.

“He’s very talented, I think he 
could become a face of  the ga-
mes,” Fasulo said. AP

A surfer walks out of the ocean at Taito Beach located next to Tsurigasaki, a venue for surfing at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, in Chiba prefecture
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Germany marks 75th anniversary 
of plot to kill Hitler

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has urged Europeans to confront 
populism, nationalism, racism and anti-Semitism as she paid tribute to 
the Nazi resistance in her own country.

Speaking Saturday at a solemn ceremony marking the anniversary 
of  the failed attempt to kill Nazi dictator Adolf  Hitler, Merkel said the 
courage and sacrifice of  the conspirator should serve as an example to 
people today.

“They put humanity over their own human lives,” she told the crowd 
at the site where plot leader Col. Claus von Stauffenberg and others 

were executed.
Von Stauffenberg tried to kill Hitler with a briefcase bomb on July 

20, 1944, during a meeting at his headquarters in what was then East 
Prussia. The plot crumbled when news spread that Hitler had survived. 
Von Stauffenberg and his fellow plotters were executed within hours.

Merkel took the occasion to pay tribute to all who stood up against 
the Nazis in different ways, including people who hid Jews to save them 
from the death camps, as well as others who fought against the German 
occupiers.

OPINION

Typhoon season 
forecast

Space conquest science has been developing new 
tools to forecast weather with more accuracy, thus gi-
ving humanity a better chance to minimize damage 
and spare lives. However, meteorological phenomena 
like the South China Sea typhoon season continues to 
be hard to handle… more so in times of  climate chan-
ge. The idea of  linear and cumulative development 
is challenged, opening to new variables, demanding 
new equations. And so, we introduce the metaphor.

Four to six typhoons are expected to come within 
800 km of  Macau, of  which one is at high risk of  
being a super typhoon. Macau people hope that the 
civil protection measures the government has been 
putting in place to minimize the consequences of  
a typhoon landing in the MSAR will be enough to 
avoid a disaster like Hato; although the fabled Inner 
Harbor levy still is a working hypothesis.

Macau will do fine with no levy to contain floods, 
perhaps. But we believe it will do better without that 
article 25 of  the civil protection law on obstruction 
of  public safety, order and peace under sudden pu-
blic incidents. The Secretary for Security may have 
corrected the wording of  the rumor crime, a grace 
welcomed by some journalists, but the great number 
of  local reporters in the Macau (Chinese) Journalists 
Association is eager to scrap the article. This is climate 
change.

The dialectics of  leniency vs moderation we men-
tioned in this column a fortnight ago cannot convince 
the media that the law is almost innocuous to press 
freedom. Why insist on the 25th… if  the criminal 
code already fits the crime?

Even though local press organizations are becoming 
aware of  the negativity of  the proposal, the New Ma-
cau Association started a campaign to gather signatu-
res against the 25th rumor crime as a threat to media, 
new media and social media. NMA does not go along 
with the fable of  bad people raising petty questions to 
smear the good law. On one side we have the idea of  
sunshine journalism, on the other side we have the 
idea that the regulatory environment has horror va-
cui.

After typhoon season, we meet the dead calm sea-
son, or the Chief  Executive selection. One of  the ima-
ges of  Asian authority politics which always amazes 
foreigners is when an official or an official-in-waiting 
visits a hierarchically lower department or outpost. 
TV footage available shows the outside official lectu-
ring the inside official.

It was supposed to be the other way around. The 
same thought comes to mind, putting the authorita-
rian code aside, that when we learn that the leading 
runner to the post of  CE, Ho Iat Seng, informed me-
dia that besides reaching out to all 400 members of  
the election committee, he would also “meet” local or-
ganizations. One would guess, and guess wrongly, he 
was to tell local organizations about his ideas to lead 
MSAR, if  not his thoughts on general politics. Ho Iat 
Seng is about to obtain “comments and suggestions” 
he will use to compile his “manifesto”.

What is his manifesto about, we do not know yet 
and we will have to wait for the review of  eligibility 
on July 23rd and the subsequent, quote, campaign pe-
riod, that will begin on August 10, the high typhoon 
season. There will be a symposium, organized by the 
Electoral Affairs Committee, on HIS platform.

If  candidates can manage to run and not speak 
about the selection procedure and politics, the Elec-
toral Affairs Committee plans to release a short video 
about the election - repeat - election.

Finally, a note on an amazing SCMP piece on “How 
Hongkongers herbal soup shakedown in Beijing helps 
explain why local businessmen fear extradition to the 
mainland.” Felix Chung said legislators tried to have 
bribery removed from the extradition bill – a com-
plaints system known as dajiaren - as well as forgery.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

Poland More than 20 
people were detained 
after an attack on 
participants and police 
at the first LGBT pride 
parade in Bialystok in 
eastern Poland. Four of 
the people detained are 
suspected of offences 
including threatening 
police officers and assault.

Ukraine People  are 
voting in an early 
parliamentary election 
in which the new party 
of President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy is set to take 
the largest share of 
votes.

Gulf-Tensions In an 
audio recording released 
yesterday, a British 
naval officer insists that 
a British-flagged oil 
tanker must be allowed 
to sail through the Strait 
of Hormuz as Iranian 
paramilitary forces 
demand that the vessel 
change course before 
commandeering it.

UK British Airways and 
Lufthansa both said  they 
were suspending flights 
to Cairo for unspecified 
reasons related to safety 
and security.

USA President Donald 
Trump resumed his 
criticism of the four 
progressive Democratic 
Congresswomen known 
as “The Squad,” saying 
he didn’t believe they 
were “capable of loving 
our country.”

Instagram expands 
hiding ‘likes’ to make 
you happier

BARBARA ORTUTAY, 
SAN FRANCISCO

INSTAGRAM is expan-
ding a test to hide how 

many “likes” people’s posts 
receive as it tries to combat 
criticism that such coun-
ts hurt mental health and 
make people feel bad when 
comparing themselves to 
others.

The Facebook-owned 
photo-sharing service has 
been running the test in 
Canada since May. Now, 
Facebook said the test has 
been expanded to Ireland, 
Italy, Japan, Aus-
tralia, Brazil and 
New Zealand.

Facebook typi-
cally tests new 
Facebook and Ins-
tagram features in 
smaller markets 
before bringing 
them to the U.S., if  it ever 
does. The company would 
not comment on what it’s 
learned from the Canada 
test or if  it has plans to ex-
pand it to the U.S. any time 
soon.

One group that may 
be affected is Instagram 
“influencers,” the major, 
minor or micro celebri-
ties who use social media 
to market products and 
otherwise influence their 
hordes of  followers. Af-

ter all, if  you post a photo 
and no one likes it, did you 
really post it?

People can still see how 
many people liked their 
own photos, but won’t see 
counts for other people’s 
posts. Rather, they could 
tap to see a list of  all the 
accounts that liked the 
other posts, but would have 
to count the total manually. 
It’s a task few people wou-
ld bother with. Likewise, 
though Instagram isn’t 
hiding the number of  
followers on an account, it 
still requires an extra tap or 

two to find that.
“It makes it hard to find 

who the influencers are,” 
said Ryan Hilton, a 27-
year old Canadian who 
works in social media and 
has been part of  the no-
-likes test for months. “It’s 
hard to know who to follow 
because everyone looks the 
same.”

Hilton, who has a perso-
nal account as well as one 
for his dog, the latter with 
more than 3,200 followers, 

added that he understands 
why Instagram is doing 
this. Hilton said his you-
nger sister, who is in high 
school, is “obsessed” with 
likes.

“It’s mostly for the you-
nger generation, people 
in high school and stuff,” 
he said. “There is a lot of  
pressure. If  someone has 
1,000 likes and someone 
has two likes, that probably 
makes them feel not very 
nice.”

While Hilton said the 
change will probably slow 
down the influencer world 

a little bit, he poin-
ted out that a lot 
of  young influen-
cers now are using 
live videos, not sta-
tic photos, to bui-
ld their following. 
Here, likes are still 
visible.

Guy Avigdor, co-founder 
and chief  operating officer 
of  influencer marketing 
company Klear, said many 
marketers are also moving 
toward Story, Instagram’s 
disappearing video and 
photo feature.

“If  anything, now is a 
time for the industry to 
adapt more adequate me-
trics for measuring influen-
cer impact and reduce re-
liance on likes,” Avigdor 
said. AP
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probably slow down 
the influencer world 

a little bit


