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THE GAMING REGULATOR IS RESTRICTING 
THE USE OF INTELLIGENT SURVEILLANCE 

IN CASINOS, POTENTIALLY USED TO 
TRACK GAMBLER HABITS

THE CULTURAL AFFAIRS BUREAU 
SAID THAT THE UNITED NATIONS DID 

NOT OBJECT TO THE HEIGHT OF A 
CONTROVERSIAL GUIA HILL PROJECT  P6 P5 P4

MICE SECTOR GROWING 
FAST DESPITE POOR 

GLOBAL RANKING

More on backpage

China Tech giant 
Tencent is in talks with 
French media company 
Vivendi to buy 10% of 
Universal Music Group, 
whose artists include 
Ariana Grande, Lady 
Gaga, U2 and the Rolling 
Stones.

China allowed its 
currency to fall further 
yesterday and accused 
Washington of destroying 
the global economic 
order, fueling fears about 
increasing damage from 
their trade war. More on p12

South China Sea A U.S. 
aircraft carrier has sailed 
through the disputed 
South China Sea in the 
latest show of America’s 
military might amid 
new territorial flare-ups 
involving China and three 
rival claimant states.

Philippines The 
Department of Health 
yesterday declared the 
country’s outbreak of 
dengue to be a national 
epidemic. It recorded 
146,062 cases of dengue 
from January through July 
20 this year, 98% more 
than the same period in 
2018. It said the outbreak 
caused 622 deaths.

Japan The wife of former 
Nissan Chairman Carlos 
Ghosn is protesting 
restrictions on 
contacting her husband 
as he awaits trial in Japan 
on financial misconduct 
allegations, calling them a 
human rights violation.

India The lower house 
of Parliament was set 
to ratify a bill yesterday 
downgrading the 
governance of the 
Indian-administered 
portion of Muslim-
majority Kashmir, as 
an indefinite security 
lockdown continued in 
the disputed Himalayan 
region.
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Macao Foundation chief praises 
country at website launch

Guangzhou finding a sense of 
humor at ‘Watermelon’ club

 P2  P7 GREATER BAY

BACKED INTO A CORNER
SONIA CHAN FACES TOUGH QUESTIONS ON DEMOCRATIC REFORM AT THE AL  P3
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Captured from the military fort known as Fortaleza do Monte, these two photos show how the Ruins of St. Paul’s and the surrounding areas have changed over the past 40 years. The church façade 
presides over the landscape in the 1978 historical photo, while today it is overshadowed by residential towers. The northern part of the Inner Harbor district sits behind the Ruins, where much of 
the day-to-day life of Macau has endured decade-to-decade. This part of Macau was densely populated even back in the late-1970s. In the background, past the stretch of water separating Macau 
from mainland China, lies Hengqin: seen here in its original ‘state of nature’ versus the urban metropolis that it now aspires to be. DB

MEMORY LANEIsabel Canhota and Júlio Bucho MDT/Renato Marques

Macao Foundation president uses website 
launch to praise city’s ‘social harmony’ 
RENATO MARQUES

THE Macao Foundation (FM) 
yesterday officially launched 

a new website seeking to preserve 
and archive Macau’s local culture 
and history, which will show to 
the outside world that the SAR has 
more to offer than just gaming. 

The website, the result of work 
that started back in 2012, would 
have been impossible to achieve 
without the support and help of 
several sectors across society, the 
president of FM said in the ope-
ning of his speech.

Wu noted that over the years, 
Macau has been known for its ga-
ming industry, but with the efforts 
of all the institutions and people 
that collaborated over the crea-
tion of the new website, Macau 
can now also be known for its cul-
tural resources and cultural inter-
change among different peoples.

In a long speech giving oppor-
tunity for Wu to make many refe-
rences to “the youth,” the “love for 
Macau and the country” and the 
“importance of Macau in the con-
text of the history of China,” the 
president of the FM appeared to 
be directing some of his remarks 
at the current situation in Hong 
Kong.

In one of those remarks, Wu 
said, “the history and culture of 
Macau are its treasures that deser-
ve continuous discovery and dis-
closure because on them is embe-
dded the ‘spirit of the city’, which 
is made of tolerance, pluralism, 
solidarity and social harmony.”

Wu also noted that the “Memó-
ria de Macau” (Macau Memory) 
is a platform that besides being a 
showcase of historical and cultural 
elements of Macau, is also a “part 
of the ‘China Memory’ project.”

Continuing to remark on the 
importance of the historical ba-
ckground for Macau, Wu added, 
“presented here today electro-
nically, the documents, maps, 
pictures, collections, sounds and 
videos will not disappear with the 
internationalization of Macau 
and will be kept within the ‘one 
country, two systems’ [constitu-
tional principle].” 

“A nation has no future if it lo-
ses the memory of its past,” ad-
ded Wu in patriotic fashion, and 

“a city only finds its soul if its re-
sidents recognize its collective 
memory.”

Closing his speech, Wu re-
marked once more on the topic 
of “social stability,” as a decisive 
factor to be cherished by all the 
residents of Macau. 

“The success of Macau comes 
from the fact that the residents of 
Macau know their roots, as well 
as where they stand now and to 
where they are heading. This is 
the feeling that allows them to 

continue to live in this place and 
live together with others; keeping 
social stability and allowing pros-
perity.”

Then, in a speech far less poli-
ticized, the former director of the 
Center for Ethnic and Folk Litera-
ture and Art Development of the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
of People’s Republic of China, Li 
Song highlighted the “amount of 
work” needed to put the website 
into force and the contribution 
of several sectors in Macau, in-
cluding culture and education, 
among others.

The former Ministry official 
praised the work noting that it 
“opens a new perspective for the 
study of the culture and history of 
the city.”

The Vice director of the Asso-
ciation of History and Education 
of Macau, Chan Hou Tong, noted 
the website as a “great resource 
to teachers, students, and resear-
chers.”

Together with the launching of 
the website, the FM has launched 
an exhibition at the Macao Scien-
ce Center to present some ele-
ments of the website and attract 
visitors to navigate through it. 
The exhibition will be on display 
until September 3.
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Secretary Sonia Chan backed 
into corner over political reform
JULIE ZHU

S
ECRETARY for Adminis-
tration and Justice Sonia 
Chan appeared to back 
herself into a corner yes-

terday at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL), claiming that Macau would 
not advance with democratic re-
form, and yet describing the ci-
ty’s Chief Executive elections as 
“democratic and representative” 
because of the expansion of the 
electorate from 300 to 400.

Lawmaker Au Kam San asked 
Chan if Macau’s political reform 
should be first proposed by the 
Macau government, and, in par-
ticular, by the Chief Executive, 
instead of being proposed by the 
Central Government.

Au urged the local government 
to initiate political reform to 
achieve universal suffrage for the 
Chief Executive and AL elections.

Chan avoided answering all of 
Au’s questions. In turn, she pre-
sented her own figures, claiming 
that Macau’s election has been 
more representative and more 
democratic because there are 
now 400 members in the elec-
tion committee of the CE election 
compared to the previous 300. 

“The members are spread 
across all sectors and balance 
the interests of all sectors and all 
classes. It has increased the in-
volvement of democracy,” said 
Chan, adding that “the total vo-
ting turnout of this year’s election 
of members to the election com-
mittee reached 87.2%, 4.5% more 

than in the previous election. It 
shows the legitimacy of the elec-
tion.”

Chan also mentioned that, in 
the previous round of reform, 
“the Chief Executive submitted 
a report” to the central govern-
ment for approval of the political 
reform.

Having heard Chan’s reply, Au 
said “I really want to thank you for 
your reply, but I don’t know how 
to thank you because you didn’t 
even answer my questions.” 

“[My question was] whether it 
will be the Central Government’s 
authorization or the Macau go-
vernment’s authorization initia-
ting the political reform?” 

Au elaborated, “apparently, all 
political reforms start from the 
Macau SAR government. How can 
you say it is the Central Govern-
ment?”

Once again, Chan evaded Au’s 
question, saying, “we can’t say if 
a constitution is good or bad; the 
most important is that is suits the 
place and is endorsed by the so-
ciety.” 

“Indeed, I don’t think you are 
answering the questions,” insis-
ted Ng Kuok Cheong, following 
Chan’s reply.

“You never answered us regar-
ding whether the first step shou-
ld be the Macau Chief Executive 
submitting a report to the central 
government,” said lawmaker Sulu 
Sou, who indicated that Chan had 
contradicted herself by saying 
that the authorization lies with 
the Central Government.

“You are lying to yourself,” ad-
ded Sou. “Around 5,000 people 
vote for members of the election 
committee, and then the vote rate 
is 87 percent, and you think the 
vote rate is very high and the so-
ciety highly endorses the vote.”

“You are lying to yourself,” he 
repeated. “Macau’s election is an 
election where you know the re-
sult without the election happe-
ning. […] Don’t you know who 
will become the Chief Executive? 
Are you creating a big show and 
cheating yourself?”

Chan responded that, as the CE 
election is set to occur on August 
25, the “government is currently 
making every effort to support 
the development of the tasks of 
the Chief Executive Electoral Af-

fairs Committee, ensuring that 
the appointment of the new Chief 
Executive will be fair, impartial, 
open and fair.”

“Universal suffrage is one kind 
of democracy, but it is not the only 
way of democracy,” she added.

In a statement later released on 
the government’s media portal, 
Secretary for Administration and 
Justice, Sonia Chan, said that the 
government had no plans for elec-
ting the Chief Executive through 
universal suffrage, nor does it plan 
to increase the number of directly 
elected lawmakers. 

 “In practical terms, the current 
electoral regime for the election of 
the Chief Executive and the elec-
tions for the AL have shown that 
it could adapt to the current level 

of development of society and 
the concrete situation of Macao, 
obtaining confirmation and re-
cognition of the various sectors 
of Macau society,” Chan said, ac-
cording to the government state-
ment.

Meanwhile, besides not di-
rectly answering many other 
questions during yesterday’s ses-
sion at the Legislative Assembly, 
Sonia Chan also evaded replying 
to Pereira Coutinho, who accused 
the Secretariat for Administration 
and Justice of having double stan-
dards regarding mistakes commi-
tted by junior civil servants and 
high-ranking government offi-
cials. 

“For a long period, many ele-
mentary civil servants were gi-
ven no chance to correct their 
mistakes, and have either been 
dismissed or not renewed for em-
ployment because they made a 
small mistake. The punishment 
is very strict,” said Coutinho. 
“However, when major officials 
make mistakes, they are tolerated 
over and over again.” 

Coutinho, a directly-elected 
lawmaker who finds his support 
base in civil servants, also poin-
ted out that the government had 
spent a lot of money providing 
training to public officials, and yet 
“the training seems to have pro-
duced no effect.”

Chan replied with some gene-
ral information related to Couti-
nho’s question, however she did 
not directly answer the questions. 

“Do high ranking civil servants 
need training? Do the secretaries 
need training? Does the Chief 
Executive need training?” Couti-
nho questioned. 

“If an ordinary resident does 
not know he cannot park at a pla-
ce, but still parks there, can he 
be exempted from the fine if he 
claims ignorance? No, he cannot 
be exempted,” Coutinho added. 
“How can we accept such an ir-
responsible government?”

In her reply, Chan stated that 
there is no guarantee that training 
will be effective for every partici-
pant. According to the Secretary, 
currently, the local government 
invites judges and prosecutors to 
train civil servants in legal matters. 

WONG KIT CHENG
Employers should not have to pay 
for domestic helpers’ trip home 

LAWMAKER Wong Kit Cheng expressed her 
doubts about the reality of employers paying 

for their domestic helpers’ trips back to their 
home country.

During yesterday’s Legislative Assembly (AL), 
Wong pointed out that criminal cases committed 
by domestic helpers have been frequently repor-
ted in Macau, “leaving many domestic helper em-
ployers worried.”

She has particular concerns that once the city’s 
new non-local workers employment law comes 
into effect, the number of domestic helpers will 
decrease and their salary will increase, which “has 

a great influence over working parents.”
“We can increase the salary. But it seems the 

government has not accepted the employers’ opi-
nions regarding their [the domestic helpers’] skills, 
yet, their salaries have been adjusted constantly,” 
said Wong.

“[Salary increase] grants the employees a pro-
tection, which is right. But can you [the govern-
ment] understand, in respect to employers, that 
since they [domestic helpers] did not even come 
from their home town to Macau, why then, when 
they return to their home town, employers must 
pay for their return fare?’ Wong questioned. JZ
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GAMING
South Shore discussing 
potential sale of subsidiary

AN under-discussion 
transaction could lead 

South Shore Holdings to 
sell a 60% stake in one of its 
subsidiaries that owns The 
13 Hotel in Cotai. 

The sale, which is being 
considered to an associate 
of a substantial sharehol-
der of the Company for 
a sum of HKD1.2 billion, 
would be used to reduce 
the debt accrued over the 
course of the hotel’s deve-
lopment.

South Shore signed a 

memorandum of unders-
tanding with the possible 
investor in January and has 
renewed the memoran-
dum at least once since. It 
has not disclosed the iden-
tity of the possible buyer.

“Subject to contract, 
the company envisages 
that the transaction could 
extend to a disposal of 60 
percent interest in a subsi-
diary of the company that 
beneficially owns The 13 
Hotel together with its res-
pective bank borrowings of 

approximately HKD2,942 
million and the interest ac-
crued thereon for a consi-
deration of up to HKD1,200 
million,” the company said 
in a filing to the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange on Mon-
day.

“As at the date of this 
announcement, the com-
pany has not entered into 
any definitive agreement 
in relation to the potential 
disposal and is still in ne-
gotiations with prospective 
investor(s).” DB

Gaming regulator clamps 
down on use of AI in casinos

MACAU’S gaming wa-
tchdog has restricted 

the use of artificial intelli-
gence tools that may help 
casino operators track gam-
blers likely to bet big, accor-
ding to a report by Bloom-
berg that cited people fami-
liar with the matter.

The Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ) has asked casinos 
in Macau not to install any 
digital surveillance equip-
ment including cameras or 
facial recognition system 
that the regulator hasn’t 
approved, according to 
people who have seen the 
July 30 directive but asked 
not to be named as the do-
cument is confidential. The 
new rules kicked in from 
Aug. 1, these people said.

Several other media 
reports were suggesting 
yesterday that the DICJ 
was banning all digital sur-
veillance from casinos, as 
opposed to mandating that 
it approves such equipment 
first.

Macau Daily Times at-

tempted to clarify the con-
flicting reports yesterday, 
but the DICJ did not res-
pond by press time.

The latest clampdown 
on casino owners in Macau 
follows a Bloomberg report 
in June that showed how 
operators there were star-
ting to use hidden came-
ras, face recognition tech-
nologies, digitally-enabled 
poker chips and baccarat 
tables to track gamblers. 
These provided data that 
helped the companies spot 
who among their millions 
of customers are likely to 
lose the most money.

In response to the June 
report, the DICJ initially 
said that some equipment 
suppliers were testing fa-
cial recognition technology 
devices in casinos, but that 
the suppliers did not install 
the equipment completely. 
The bureau clarified that 
the equipment should be 
used only for casino securi-
ty purposes.

The regulator has also di-
rected companies to com-

ply with laws pertaining to 
personal data. Any video 
or data used or obtained 
from these high-surveillan-
ce tools is to be kept only by 
the casino operators, accor-
ding to these newly issued 
rules.

The Bloomberg Intelli-
gence gauge of Macau casi-
no operators, which inclu-
des MGM China Holdings 
Ltd., Sands China Ltd. and 
Wynn Macau Ltd., slipped 
almost 10% last week amid 
a broader market sell-off 
and an unexpected drop 
in July’s gaming revenue, 
marking its worst weekly 
fall since November last 
year.

The new algorithm-dri-
ven technology processes 
the way gamblers behave at 
the betting table and maps 
them according to their risk 
appetite. The higher the 
appetite for risk, the more 
likely it is for the customer 
to lose and the more pro-
fit a casino tends to make, 
sometimes up to 10 times 
more. DB/BLOOMBERG
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MICE industry one of 
the fastest-growing 
sectors, says IPIM
RENATO MARQUES

M
A C A U ’ S 
M e e t i n g s , 
Incentives, 
Conferences 

and Exhibitions (MICE) in-
dustry has been one of the 
fastest-growing emerging 
sectors in recent years, the 
Macao Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM) informed the Times 
in its latest update to the 
development of the sector.

According to IPIM, the 
industry’s development 
strategy of giving “priori-
ty to conventions” started 
to yield results from 2017, 
when the value of the lo-
cal MICE industry grew to 
some MOP3.6 billion. This 
value represented 0.9% 
of the general rise in the 
value of all industries and 
was accountable for an al-
most 150% increase when 
compared with 2015, 
when the industry was 
valued at MOP1.4 billion.

To boost the region’s 
MICE industry, since 2003, 
the government has been 
investing significant re-
sources in an attempt to 
cultivate “Macau-branded 
MICE Events,” such as the 

Macao International Tra-
de and Investment Fair 
(MIF), the Macao Inter-
national Environmental 
Cooperation Forum and 
Exhibition (MIECF) and 
the Macao Franchise Expo 
(MFE). These events have 
obtained recognition from 
the Global Association of 
the Exhibition Industry 
(UFI) for their standards of 
quality.

But, as IPIM noted, the 
growth of the industry is 
not only related to govern-
ment-hosted events. 

The number of non-
-government meetings 
increased more than 75% 
between 2014 and 2018; 
growing from 861 to 1,520 
and suggesting an average 
annual increase of about 
11%. Private sector mee-
tings accounted for a to-
tal of 93.1% of all meeting 
held in Macau last year.

The number of conven-
tions and exhibitions held 
in Macau has also been 
growing steadily in recent 
years, reaching a total of 
1,427 events with partici-
pants numbering over 2.1 
million in 2018.

According to statistics 
cited by IPIM, the number 

of MICE events held in the 
region in the first quarter 
of the year increased by 49 
year-on-year to reach 377. 
Extrapolated to the year-
-end, the total number 
of MICE events this year 
might surpass the 1,500 
mark.

Meanwhile, in the first 
quarter, the number of 
participants and atten-
dees at such events increa-
sed by about 20% year-on-
-year.

These figures together 
lead IPIM to assert that 
MICE development in Ma-
cau “is on the right track 
with steady growth,” ad-
ding that the results even 
“exceeded all expectations 
considering an overall 
slowdown in economic 
growth in the region and 
intense competitive activi-
ty [in the sector] within the 
Asia-Pacific region.”

Despite the promising 
review from IPIM, accor-
ding to the 2018 Statistics 
Report released by the In-
ternational Congress and 
Convention Association 
(ICCA) there were a total 
of 39 accredited Interna-
tional Meetings held in 
Macau. This places the 

city 71st worldwide and 
17th within the Asia-Paci-
fic region by the number 
of accredited international 
meetings held. 

Questioned on the ma-
jor developments that 
contributed to the growth 
of Macau MICE activity, 
IPIM noted that one of the 
major factors was the “in-
creased venue and accom-
modation capacity and 
with this a number of new 
operators actively promo-
ting Macau as a MICE des-
tination.”

IPIM also said that the 
sector had benefited from 
“greater accessibility with 
the recent development 
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge.”

This is a trend that IPIM 
believes will continue in 
the upcoming years due 
to new developments and 
venues scheduled to open 
soon.

As for the challenges, 
IPIM elected the need for 
“more MICE talent” to 
join the industry as well as 
“enhancing the competi-
tiveness of Macau’s MICE 
practitioners” to create 
a “Strong Macau MICE 
brand.”
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to revive rainstorm warning

The Meteorological and Geophysics Bureau 
(SMG) will revive the first three-tier rainstorm 
warning after its prior elimination in 2004. Before 
that, the warning had two tiers to indicate the 
severity of rainstorm. The revival is required, 
according to the SMG, because it will fully reflect 
the actual conditions and thus allow residents 
and the government will be able to make early 
preparations. The new warning system will have 
three tiers: tier 1 suggesting the rainfall may 
significantly affect daily life; tier 2 suggesting 
possible floods that will generate safety issues; 
tier 3 suggesting extreme conditions with 
possible falling of trees and landslides. A qualifying 
rainstorm will bring at least 70mm rainfall per hour.

New auto trash collection 
uses stainless steel tubes

The automated trash collection system at Areia 
Preta will be rebuilt, according to the government. 
The existing one, which is no longer working, 
was designed for 25 years’ use but was broken 
after only 10 years. The cost of the existing one 
was MOP120 million. Lawmakers have asked the 
government if it has measures to better protect 
the system. In response, the administration 
said that the new system will be equipped with 
stainless steel underground tubes, which are 
expected to be more durable. However, lawmaker 
Mak Soi Kun urges the government to improve 
education on trash handling, saying unsorted 
trash disposal would easily damage the tube. 

Prohibition on CE 
candidate polling in 
effect from August 10

The Electoral Affairs Commission for the 
upcoming Chief Executive (CE) election has 
reiterated that the official campaign period 
begins at midnight on August 10 and will run 
for 14 consecutive days, ending at midnight 
on August 23. From the start of the campaign 
period until the day after the election (August 
26), any disclosure in the form of polls or results 
concerning the sole candidate shall be prohibited, 
the Commission warned, especially through the 
internet or any mobile communication network 
applications. No one may, with turmoil, disorder, 
or gossip, disturb a rally or election campaign. 
Neither can anyone steal, destroy, tear or in any 
way render useless or unreadable - in whole or 
in part - electoral propaganda material or hide it 
with any material. The Commission also points 
out that no one can coerce or induce, directly or 
indirectly or by illicit means, the members of the 
electorate to vote or abstain from voting, as well 
as to vote or not to vote for the candidate.

HERITAGE

IC says United Nations 
did not object to 
Guia Hill building
THE Cultural Affairs Bu-

reau (IC) told a press con-
ference yesterday that it had 
explained to the United Na-
tions about the height of the 
building being built on Calça-
da do Gaio on Guia Hill, and 
the international body issued 
no opposition.

“As per our information, 
the building was built to this 
height before the issuance of 
the Chief Executive’s instruc-
tion,” said Acting Vice Presi-
dent Choi Kin Long of the IC. 

“This is the information we 
have submitted to UNESCO,” 
the specialized UN agency for 
education, science and cultu-
re, the IC official added.

Choi’s comment was im-
mediately challenged by 
a journalist, who cited the 
claim made by certain con-
cern groups that the deve-
loper had rushed the cons-
truction to reach its current 
height, in order to evade the 
Chief Executive’s instruction.

On this, Choi said the bu-

reau had no information on 
this aspect, stressing “when 
we were asked to comment 
on the building, it had been 
built to the existing height. 
The construction has also 
stopped [since].” As a result, 
the report that the IC submi-
tted to UNESCO contained 
the information that the bu-
reau had access to.

“With regard to follow-up 
actions [on the building], 
UNESCO has given no fur-
ther comment.”

When asked whether the 
bureau is going to pay com-
pensation to the developer, 
Choi explained that it is not 
within the bureau’s authority. 
It only advises on conserva-
tion matters.

On the other hand, the 
IC has also “heard the com-
ments” about conserving the 
view from Penha Hill. Acting 
department head of the Cul-
tural Heritage Department, 
Sou Kin Meng, said that the 
bureau had also heard com-
ments from the public regar-
ding the view.

Sou introduced that these 
comments received from the 
public suggested more res-
trictions should be in place to 
govern the dimensions of the 
view from Penha Hill to the 
Governador Nobre de Carva-
lho Bridge.

All of these comments 
have been considered for the 
Administrative Decree on 
the Protection of the Historic 
Centre of Macau, which the 
bureau is currently drafting.

The bureau pledges that it 
has picked up the pace of the 
drafting process and expects 
to issue the draft by the end 
of the year.

At the end of the session, 
the officials were asked whe-
ther the IC plans to publicize 
the draft, so that the public can 
have a clearer picture what the 
provisions will look like.

Making the draft public 
had been earlier promised 
by incumbent Vice President 
Leong Wai Man.

On this, Sou said the IC 
will follow the concerned 
procedures and consider the 
actual need to do so.

The press conference was 
held to recap the excursion to 
Azerbaijan for the World He-
ritage Congress. The bureau 
also recapped on its work 
done to promote conserva-
tion of Macau’s heritage sites. 
Seminars have been held at 
schools, associations and po-
lice youth camps to promote 
the knowledge.
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IF you think what the perfor-
mers say is funny, laugh out 

loud; but if it sucks, just heck-
le them with your applause,” 
said a comedian surnamed Ji, 
warming up the audience at 
the beginning of a stand-up 
comedy show in Guangzhou.

With Ji barely finishing 
these words, the whole arena 
burst into applause, playing 
along with the joke.

A comedy show is held 
every Saturday night at a 
small theater called “Xigua,” 
or “Watermelon,” located in 
Yongqing Fang, a century-old 
alleyway in the southern Chi-
nese city of Guangzhou. Three 
or four stand-up comedians 
take to the stage one after ano-
ther and entertain audiences 
during a 1.5-hour show. This 
would have been unthinkable 
a few years ago.

In the metropolis, which 
has few theaters for stand-up, 
there are no more than 20 
shows a month - in both Man-
darin and Cantonese - with 
the ticket prices generally less 
than 100 yuan (114 patacas) 
per show.

“When we first started out, 
there was one time when we 
had only two people in the au-
dience, but 10 comedians ba-
ckstage,” Ji told the audience 
during the show’s break. The 

ticket sales at the time were 
rarely enough to support even 
a single performer.

Now, as China warms to the 
idea of the stand-up comedy 
format, that is beginning to 
change.

MEASURE OF SUCCESS
The stand-up comedy for-

mat, which originated in Euro-
pe and North America, is qui-
te young in China, with “open 
mic” shows first appearing in 
pubs in Beijing and Shanghai 
in 2009. Audiences in Guang-
dong came to it much earlier 
as it was first introduced to 
neighboring Hong Kong in the 
early 1990s.

Stand-up generally ca-
ters to young people, most of 
whom are between the ages of 
20 and 35. 

Dong Jiama, born in 1990 
and deeply influenced by 
Cantonese stand-up comedy, 
discovered that anybody cou-
ld perform stand-up when he 
read about a show at a Guang-
dong club in 2014. He began to 
perform onstage himself and 
eventually started a stand- 
up club called “Banana” with 
his friends in 2015.

Though few people – 
mostly Guangzhou locals – 
turned up to their first shows, 
the industry began to garner 

more attention after a number 
of TV shows related to stand-
-up became popular in China 
in 2017.

Since then, their audience 
have steadily grown and now 
each of their formal perfor-
mances can attract about 50 
audience members on avera-
ge.

To accommodate the grow-
th, the club has moved its per-
formances from coffee shops, 
pubs and bookstores to a 
small theater - a more stable 
and formal venue for the art 
form.

With more and more Chi-
nese people spending money 
on live entertainment amid 
booming development of the 
culture industry, Dong and 
his friends are looking for bi-
gger performance venues. To 
them, a bigger audience is a 
measure of their success.

HONING THEIR CRAFT
As one of the Banana club’s 

founders, Fang Yu used to 
work for a well-known tech-
nology company in Shen-
zhen. His work experience, 
workplace relationships and 
overtime work are all fodder 
for his jokes.   

Stand-up material based 
on reality has become hugely 
popular among young peo-

ple in China. “All of our jokes 
come from our own lives and 
resonate with the audience. 
Only when you come to the 
club and participate in the in-
teractions, can you feel its true 
charm,” said Liang Xiwei, a 
comedian at the club.

Many stand-up comics like 
to prepare new material for 
each performance, and they 
see it as a minimum require-
ment for the mastery of their 
art. Though busy with formal 
performances now, members 
of the Banana club still hone 
their craft with their peers, 
and continue to hold “open 
mic” events to try out new 
material before a live show.

Stand-up comedy attaches 
great importance to origi-
nality, but the protection of 
original material is not easy. 
The comedians must strike a 
difficult balance between pro-
moting their shows via the in-
ternet and risking having their 
jokes plagiarized.

According to Dong, there 
remains considerable room 
for improvement in the 
country’s stand-up industry. 
“To attract bigger audien-
ces, we should localize our 
stand-up, which came from 
the West in its content, for-
ms and even rhythms,” he 
said. DB/XINHUA

MACAU
Court rules 
in favor of 
residence 
cancellation

MACAU’S Court of Second Instance (TSI) 
has issued a ruling against the renewal 

of a Hong Kong woman’s local residential per-
mit. She had come to Macau on the basis of a 
family reunion but was later found to be living 
in Zhuhai with her husband, who is a Macau 
resident.

Prior to the Court ruling, the Secretary for Se-
curity made an administrative decision to stop 
renewing the permit based on these factors, as 
well as the woman not spending a sufficient 
number of days in Macau. Her husband only 
spent 52 days in Macau between February 2017 
and January 2018.

The woman filed an appeal to the TSI. She 
claimed that she and her husband were forced 
to move to the mainland due to the high cost of 
living in Macau. She claims that her condition 
fits the legal definition of force majeure.

The Court explained in its verdict that force 
majeure normally applies to happenings where 
a subject cannot be considered liable. The Court 
also reiterated that the premise for renewal of a 
residential permit is residing in Macau.

As the Court did not find any flaw in the ad-
ministration’s decision, the cancellation of the 
residential permit was ruled lawful. AL

SHENZHEN
Six million 
blockchain 
invoices issued 
in past year

APPROXIMATELY 6 million blockchain- 
based invoices have been issued in the 

past year since the first invoice was issued in 
the southern metropolis of Shenzhen, autho-
rities in the city have said.

According to the tax bureau of Shenzhen, 
Guangdong Province, this type of invoice is is-
sued approximately 44,000 times per day, for 
a total of approximately 3.9 billion yuan ($554 
million).

So far, more than 5,300 companies in the 
city have registered to use blockchain invoices.

The use of blockchain-based invoices has 
been steadily expanding in the tech hub since 
a number of local restaurants, banks and su-
permarkets launched the service last August. 

The service is now widely used in finance, 
retailing, catering and hospitality in Shen-
zhen.

Proponents say it helps to curb malpractice 
and document forgery in taxation, as well as 
simplifying procedures.

In March, the tax bureau in Shenzhen and 
tech giant Tencent announced that block-
chain-based invoices had been introduced to 
the city’s transport system, including the me-
tro, taxis and airport shuttles.

This followed a 2018 agreement between 
the tax bureau and Tencent to open an inno-
vation lab exploring solutions to optimize tax 
services and prevent the risks posed by cloud 
computing, artificial intelligence, blockchain 
and big data. DB/XINHUA

Guangzhou finding a sense of 
humor at ‘Watermelon’ club
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HONG KONG

Stock rout enters 10th day, 
worst streak since 1984

INTERCONTINENTAL Ho-
tels Group Plc reported a 

slowdown in business travel in 
China amid a trade war with 
the U.S. and protests in Hong 
Kong.

Revenue per available 
room, a key measure of ho-
tel industry performance, fell 
0.5% in greater China in the se-
cond quarter, the owner of the 
Crowne Plaza and Holiday Inn 
chains said Tuesday. The sha-
res declined as much as 3.6% 
in London.

InterContinental, which 

operates more hotel rooms 
than any other company, said 
first-half revenue fell margi-
nally in Hong Kong, which is 
cleaning up from a general 
strike as political unrest swells.

“We’ve seen some slow-
down,” Chief Executive Officer 
Keith Barr said in an interview 
on Bloomberg Television. “It’s 
going to have an impact on bu-
siness in Hong Kong, but it’s a 
small proportion of our overall 
business. Hopefully it will be 
resolved soon.”

A decline in corporate tra-

vel in China was balanced by 
resilient leisure business and 
an expansion in the number of 
rooms the company operates. 
Barr said the effect of the trade 
war with the U.S. is limited be-
cause the hotels in China rely 
principally on domestic trave-
lers.

Overall, first-half revenue of 
$1.01 billion was in line with 
estimates compiled by Bloom-
berg, and the company said it’s 
confident about the rest of the 
year. It boosted its interim divi-
dend by 10%. BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG
Tensions weigh on 
InterContinental Hotels

HONG Kong stock inves-
tors headed for the exit as 

economic woes, street protests 
and China’s weak yuan inten-
sified worries over potential 
outflows from the city.

The MSCI Hong Kong In-
dex closed 0.6% lower, its 10th 
straight decline a day after 
a general strike led to traffic 
chaos, violence, tear gas and 
flight cancellations in the city. 
The index pared an earlier loss 
of as much as 3.2%.

The last time Hong Kong 
stocks had such a long losing 
streak was June-July 1984, five 
months before the U.K. and 
China signed the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration for the han-
dover of Hong Kong to China 
in 1997. A year earlier in 1983, 
the Hong Kong dollar had 
been pegged to the greenback.

The benchmark Hang Seng 
Index - which includes shares 
of Chinese companies earning 
in yuan - also pared an earlier 
decline to close down 0.7%. 
“The market is quite oversold 

after days of declines,” said 
Daniel So, CMB International 
Securities strategist in Hong 
Kong, adding that a rebound 
in U.S. index futures in the 
afternoon gave a lift to senti-
ment.

Hong Kong business confi-
dence, already strained by the 
trade war, faces fresh challen-
ges as street clashes damp 
spending and deter tourists.

“Investors are still very wor-
ried and the situation is not 
getting better,” said Linus Yip, 
chief strategist at First Shan-
ghai Securities. “The selling 
pressure is still big. Fears in-
clude the escalating trade war, 
depreciating yuan and the lo-
cal political situation. I think 
25,000 is a key level for the 
Hang Seng Index, and losing 
this support level would cau-
se extra selling pressure.” The 
index closed at 25,976.24 on 
Tuesday.

Mainland stocks were also 
lower, with the benchmark 
Shanghai Composite Index 

falling 1.6% and the CSI 300 
Index dropping 1.1%.

The yuan’s plunge past 7 
per dollar has intensified con-
cerns about the U.S.-China 
trade war and prompted the 
Trump administration to for-
mally label China a currency 
manipulator. The onshore and 
offshore currencies recovered 
some ground yesterday after a 
stronger-than-expected fixing.

Hong Kong’s currency also 
reflected the sense of anxiety, 
falling the most in more than 
three-and-a-half years Mon-
day before climbing as much 
as 22% Tuesday, the most sin-
ce-mid-June, as the yuan reco-
vered some ground.

Technology firms and deve-
lopers were among the biggest 
decliners on the Hang Seng 
Index. Hang Lung Properties 
Ltd. fell 5.2% and AAC Tech-
nologies Holdings Inc. dro-
pped 2.2%. A Bloomberg gau-
ge of Macau casino stocks slid 
1.6%, taking its nine-day loss 
to 16%. MDT/BLOOMBERG

China warns ‘those   who play  with fire will perish by it’
YANAN WANG 
& CHRISTOPHER BODEEN

C
HINA warned yesterday 
that it will be “only a matter 
of time” before it punishes 
those behind two months 

of pro-democracy protests in Hong 
Kong that have increasingly devolved 
into violent clashes with law enforce-
ment.

The comments by Yang Guang, 
spokesman for the Chinese Cabi-
net’s Hong Kong and Macau Affairs 
Office, are a further indication that 
Beijing will take a hard line against 
the demonstrators and has no plans 
to negotiate over their demands for 
political reforms.

“We would like to make it clear to 
the very small group of unscrupulous 
and violent criminals and the dirty 
forces behind them: Those who play 
with fire will perish by it,” Yang said. 
“Don’t ever misjudge the situation 
and mistake our restraint for weak-
ness.”

Singling out “brazen, violent and 
criminal actors” and the “meddling 
hands behind the scenes” as the fo-
cus law enforcement efforts, Yang 
said, “As for their punishment, it’s 
only a matter of time.”

China so far has not visibly inter-
vened in the situation, though it has 
published a series of strongly worded 
editorials in state media condemning 
“violent radicals” and “foreign forces” 
allegedly inflaming them. Specula-
tion has grown that the Communist 
Party-led central government will 
deploy the military to quell demons-
trators after Chinese officials pointed 
to an article in Hong Kong law that 
allows troops already stationed in the 
city to help with “public order main-
tenance” at the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s request.

While Hong Kong authorities have 
said they don’t anticipate any need to 
bring in troops or police from China 
to help impose order, the Hong Kong 
army garrison and police in the city 
of Shenzhen across the border have 
both released videos recently of their 
officers training to disperse groups of 
people dressed in black and wearing 
masks and construction helmets like 
many of the Hong Kong protesters.

A former British colony, Hong 
Kong was returned to China in 1997 
under the framework of “one country, 
two systems,” which promised the 
city certain democratic freedoms not 
afforded to the mainland. But some 
Hong Kong residents feel that Beijing 
has been increasingly encroaching 
on their freedoms.

A string of demonstrations began 
in June against proposed extradition 
legislation that would have allowed 
some suspects to be sent to mainland 
China for trial. While the government 
has since suspended the bill, protes-
ters have pressed on with broader 
calls for democratic reforms, an in-
vestigation into allegations of police 
brutality and for the city’s leader to 
step down.

Pro-democracy legislator Fer-
nando Cheung Chiu-hung told re-
porters Tuesday that Beijing shou-
ld not make the demonstrations 
a national security issue because 
the movement is not targeting the 
central government, but rather the 
administration of Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam.

During a “People’s Press Confe-
rence” held earlier in the day, a pro-
tester using the pseudonym Jerry 
Chan indicated that demonstrators 
would not attempt to confront the 
military if it made an appearance.

“I believe the protesters and 
Hong Kong citizens will ‘be water’ 
and know what to do,” Chan said, 
referring to the protesters’ philo-
sophy of taking a fluid approach to 
their demonstrations. “We will go 
home and sleep.”

The three protesters who spoke 
to reporters said the briefing was 
intended to counter regular go-
vernment and police news confe-
rences in which authorities have 
repeatedly decried violent acts by 
some pro-democracy demons-
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Organized assault. Protesters wearing black shirts are attacked by a group of men wielding wooden poles during 
protests in a Hong Kong neighborhood on Monday night. Other, simultaneous attacks on demonstrators were 
reported across the city in the early hours of Tuesday, some leading to casualties. The fresh attacks come just 
weeks after a similarly organized assault on the city’s subway was said to have the hallmarks of triad activity.

ONE SHOT NEWS
trators. They also apologized for 
inconveniences caused by a ge-
neral strike Monday that paraly-
zed regular workday operations 
in the city. Major roads and public 
transit lines were blocked, and at 
least 77 flights at the airport were 
canceled.

Protesters challenged law en-
forcement in at least eight distric-
ts on Monday, responding to con-
tinuous rounds of tear gas with 
practiced swiftness. Some started 
fires outside police stations and 
hurled bricks and eggs at officers. 
Hong Kong security secretary John 
Lee said the damage and violence 
was “unprecedented” since 1997, 
with more than 15 police stations 
or facilities attacked and surroun-
ded.

Echoing language used by of-
ficials to criticize their actions, 
protesters said they “strongly 
condemn the lawlessness and the 
inhuman actions done by police.” 
Some police officers have shown 
“total lack of self-discipline,” Chan 
said, adding that some tear gas 

was fired on residential buildings 
during clashes across several dis-
tricts Monday.

Many rally participants have 
chosen to hide their identities be-
cause they fear official retribution.

Yang and other Chinese offi-
cials repeatedly accused protes-
ters and organizers of seeking to 
wreck Hong Kong’s society and 
economy and of lacking patrio-
tism.

Hong Kong police say they’ve 
arrested 568 demonstrators aged 
13-76 since June, and charged 
them with a variety of crimes, in-
cluding rioting, which can carry a 
sentence of up to 10 years.

During an earlier 79-day rou-
nd of protests in 2014 demanding 
direct elections for Hong Kong’s 
chief executive, police announced 
around 1,000 arrests. Eight leaders 
of the 2014 movement were sen-
tenced this year to up to 16 mon-
ths in prison on charges of public 
nuisance offenses, in what critics 
called an apparent effort to intimi-
date other activists. AP
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PATRICK CLARK

MARRIOTT International 
Inc. is jumping into the all-

-inclusive resort business, once 
the domain of specialty com-
panies that offered lodging, food 
and other services for a single pri-
ce.

Marriott, the world’s largest 
hotel company, announced plans 
for two new resorts that will cost 
more than $800 million combined 
to build: a 650-room hotel in Pun-
ta Cana, in the Dominican Repu-
blic, and a multibranded property 
on Mexico’s Riviera Nayarit that 
will include the first all-inclusive 
project in the history of Marriott’s 
Ritz-Carlton. Those projects are 
part of a bigger push into the seg-
ment, designed to help Marriott 
compete for more development 
deals and prevent frequent cus-
tomers from booking stays with 
competitors.

“What’s disappointing to us is 
when one of our loyal customers 
says, I want to have an all-inclu-
sive experience in a given desti-
nation, and by virtue of the fact 
that we don’t have that offering, it 

causes them to go outside of our 
system,” said Tony Capuano, glo-
bal chief development officer at 
Marriott.

All-inclusive resorts gained 
popularity in the second half of 
the 20th century as companies 
like Club Med SAS and Sandals 
Resorts International packaged 
vacations for bargain-minded 
travelers. The niche grew, but the 

global corporations that came 
to dominate the hotel industry 
steered clear. Hyatt Hotels Corp. 
finally entered the arena with the 
launch of two new brands in 2013, 
while Hilton Worldwide Holdings 
Inc. last year announced plans to 
expand its all-inclusive offerings.

Bigger players are embracing 
the model at a time when full ho-
tels are driving new development, 

said Bjorn Hanson, a consultant 
to the lodging and tourism in-
dustries. Companies like Marriott 
have also dedicated more energy 
to the category as they completed 
investments in boutique brands 
and soft-branded collections.

“Resorts are getting more at-
tention now that some of those 
have worked their way through 
the pipeline,” Hanson said.

About 1,500 all-inclusive re-
sorts tracked by lodging data 
provider STR generated $7.9 
billion in sales through the first 
six months of 2019, a 20% increa-
se in revenue from five years ear-
lier. Marriott operates just one of 
those properties, a Westin resort 
in Costa Rica added through the 
2016 acquisition of Starwood Ho-
tels & Resorts.

Initially, the company is 
planning all-inclusive resorts un-
der seven of its 30 brands and is 
expecting developers to opt for 
multibranded properties like the 
one in Nayarit, where developer 
Artha Capital is building resorts 
under the Ritz-Carlton, Westin 
and Marriott Hotels flags, as well 
as a hotel in Marriott’s Autograph 
Collection.

Getting into the all-inclusive 
game may help Marriott appeal 
to its 133 million loyalty program 
members, letting them spend 
points earned traveling for work 
to vacation with their families. It 
also helps the company convince 
real estate developers to partner 
with Marriott when building new 
resorts or rebranding existing 
properties.

“As we’ve seen this explosive 
growth in all-inclusive develop-
ment, it’s been enormously frus-
trating for us not to get a chance to 
compete for those opportunities,” 
Capuano said. BLOOMBERG

Marriott jumps into all-inclusive 
resorts with Ritz-Carlton deal
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C
hina said yesterday that 
it “will not stand idly by” 
and will take counter-
measures if the U.S. de-

ploys intermediate-range missiles 
in the Asia-Pacific region, which 
Washington has said it plans to do 
within months.

The statement from the direc-
tor of the foreign ministry’s Arms 
Control Department, Fu Cong, 
follows the U.S.’s withdrawal last 
week from the Intermediate-Ran-
ge Nuclear Forces Treaty, a move 
Fu said would have a “direct nega-
tive impact on the global strategic 
stability” as well as security in Eu-
rope and the Asia-Pacific region.

Fu said China was particular-
ly concerned about announced 
plans to develop and test a land-
-based intermediate-range mis-
sile in the Asia-Pacific “sooner 
rather than later,” in the words of 
one U.S. official.

“China will not stand idly by 
and be forced to take counter-
measures should the U.S. deploy 
intermediate-range ground-ba-
sed missiles this part of the wor-
ld,” Fu told reporters at a specially 
called briefing.

He also advised other nations, 
particularly South Korea, Japan 
and Australia, to “exercise pru-
dence” and not allow the U.S. to 
deploy such weapons on their ter-
ritory, saying that would “not ser-
ve the national security interests 
of these countries.”

U.S. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper said in Asia over the 
weekend that he wanted to de-
ploy midrange conventional mis-
siles in the Asia-Pacific within 
months. Australian officials said 
Monday that the locations for 
the bases were not yet known but 
their country would not be one of 
them.

Fu also said China had no in-
tention of joining nuclear wea-
pons reduction talks with the 
U.S. and Russia, pointing to the 
huge gap in the size of China’s 
arsenal compared to those of the 
other two. China has an estimated 
290 nuclear warheads deployed, 
compared to 1,600 for Russia and 
1,750 for the U.S., according to the 
Federation of American Scientis-
ts.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has called for urgent arms 
control talks to prevent a chaotic 
arms race following the treaty’s 
demise. He also said Monday that 
Russia would only deploy new in-
termediate-range missiles if the 
U.S. does.

China has already shown “ma-
ximum restraint” in developing 

its arsenal and stuck to its policy 
that it would not be the first to use 
a nuclear weapon in a conflict, Fu 
said.

“I don’t think it is reasonab-
le or even fair to expect China to 
participate in an arms reduction 
negotiation at this stage,” Fu said. 
He added that China remained 
committed to multilateral efforts 
to reduce nuclear stockpiles, such 
as the U.N.’s Comprehensive Nu-
clear-Test-Ban Treaty, although it 
has yet to ratify that agreement.

Fu wouldn’t elaborate on what 
countermeasures China was 
considering taking against the 
U.S., saying only that 
“everything is on the 
table,” although he did 
say China has never 
and would never take 
part in a nuclear arms 
race.

Nor would he say 
how China might reta-
liate against countries that hosted 
U.S. land-based intermediate-
-range missiles, although China 
has in past used economic means 
to retaliate against South Korea 
over its deployment of a U.S. an-
ti-missile defense system.

Fu dismissed U.S. arguments 
for leaving the treaty as “pure pre-
text,” saying Washington was me-
rely looking for an excuse to deve-
lop new weapons. If Washington 
truly believes Russia is cheating 
on the treaty, as it says, than the 
way forward is to negotiate rather 
than withdraw, Fu said.

Meanwhile, Washington’s ar-
gument that it is threatened by 
China because 80 percent or 
more of Chinese missiles fall into 
the intermediate-range category 
doesn’t hold up, since those mis-
siles would be unable to reach 
the continental U.S.

“So the U.S. would be the least 
to worry if that is the case,” Fu 
said. “That shows that all of this 
is nothing but a pretext.”

Fu’s emphasis on the conti-
nental U.S. could serve to imply 
that the U.S. has no legitimate 
security interests in Asia, and 
that Washington’s only worry 

should be protecting the home-
land — something President Do-
nald Trump may be inclined to 
agree with, said Sam Roggeveen, 
director of the International 
Security Program at Australia’s 
Lowy Institute.

Beijing may also be saying a 
U.S. intermediate-range missile 
attack on mainland China cou-
ld trigger a Chinese retaliatory 
strike on the continental U.S., 
Roggeveen said.

“It implies that the ability of 
either side to hit the other’s ho-
meland is a threshold or a ta-

boo,” he said.
Defense analysts have long 

said China’s large arsenal of 
land-based intermediate-range 
missiles are intended primarily 
to degrade Taiwan’s defenses, 
target Guam and other key U.S. 
bases in the region and deny ac-
cess to the area by the U.S. Navy.

Those are typified by the ad-
vanced DF-26 intermediate-ran-
ge ballistic missile, capable of 
lofting both conventional and 
nuclear warheads, the latter 
to carry out a rapid retaliatory 
strike, and the DF-21D, which is 
built to take out an aircraft car-

rier.
Such weapons are 

undercutting regional 
deterrence at the same 
time as China is boos-
ting its ability to strike 
the continental U.S. 
with intercontinental 
ballistic missiles and 

hypersonic glide weapons, said 
Collin Koh, a regional security 
expert at Nanyang Technological 
University in Singapore.

Fu’s argument “can be dee-
med as disingenuous,” Koh said. 
In terms of Chinese countermea-
sures, China has never stopped 
pouring resources into its missile 
and other programs, so the de-
ployment of a U.S. intermediate-
-range missile in the region could 
largely be seen as a “new pretext” 
for such programs, Koh said.

And while China argues its 
nuclear weapons are small in 

number and purely for defensive 
purposes, major technological 
upgrades made by Beijing offer 
fresh arguments for why it shou-
ld be included in future treaties, 
he said.

The INF Treaty signed by Rus-
sia and the U.S. in 1987 expired 
Friday, with Washington saying 
it withdrew because of Russia’s 
alleged violations of the pact. 
Russia denies breaching the ter-
ms. Some observers say the real 
reason was a perceived need 
to counter China’s advances in 
missile technology and restore a 
balance in light of lingering ques-
tions over the effectiveness of an-
ti-missile defense systems.

The end of the INF Treaty co-
mes amid rising doubts about 
whether the two countries will 
extend an agreement on long-
-range nuclear weapons sche-
duled to expire in 2021 known as 
New START. Trump said he has 
been discussing a new agree-
ment to reduce nuclear weapons 
with China and Russia.

“And I will tell you China was 
very, very excited about talking 
about it and so was Russia,” 
Trump told reporters. “So I think 
we’ll have a deal at some point.”

Asked about Trump’s com-
ments, Fu said he didn’t wish to 
contradict Trump, but repeated 
that China “has no interest and, 
frankly, we don’t think we are 
even in a position to participate 
in a trilateral negotiation aimed 
at a nuclear arms reduction.” AP

China vows to counter US deployment 
of midrange arms in Asia

China had no intention 
of joining nuclear 

weapons reduction talks 
with the US and Russia

Director of the foreign ministry’s Arms Control Department, Fu Cong 
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Yuan falls further 
amid trade war fears

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

CHINA allowed its currency to 
fall further yesterday and ac-

cused Washington of destroying 
the global economic order, fueling 
fears about increasing damage 
from their trade war.

The yuan declined to 7.0562 to 
the U.S. dollar before strengthe-
ning to 7.0297 in the afternoon. 
That came a day after Beijing sent 
financial markets tumbling by 
allowing the currency to fall to an 
11-year low, breaking through the 
politically sensitive level of seven 
to the dollar.

The Trump administration 
responded Monday by officially 
declaring that China improperly 
manipulates the yuan’s value. That 
opens the way to possible new pe-
nalties on top of tariff hikes alrea-
dy imposed on Chinese goods in 
a fight over Beijing’s trade surplus 
and technology policies.

The ruling Communist Party’s 
main newspaper accused Washin-
gton of “deliberately destroying 
the rules-based international or-
der” and jeopardizing economic 
cooperation. It didn’t mention 
Monday’s currency decision but 
accused the Trump administra-
tion of using American families as 
hostages in trade talks.

“One cannot understand how 
such a big, internationally influen-
tial country could be so irrespon-
sible,” the People’s Daily said.

The Chinese central bank de-
nied improperly manipulating the 
exchange rate. It said the yuan’s 
decline was driven by market for-
ces.

The U.S. decision is “protec-
tionist behavior” that will have “a 
major impact on global finance,” 
the People’s Bank of China said on 
its website.

President Donald Trump ra-
ttled investors with last week’s 
surprise announcement of puni-
tive tariffs on an additional $300 
billion of Chinese imports, effecti-
ve Sept. 1. That came after a rou-
nd of talks on resolving their tariff 
war ended in Shanghai with no 

indication of a deal.
“The latest U.S. move will likely 

harden China’s position in trade 
negotiations,” Tao Wang of UBS 
said in a report.

American officials complain 
that a weak yuan — also known 
as the renminbi, or “people’s mo-
ney” — makes China’s export pri-
ces unfairly low, hurting foreign 
competitors and swelling Beijing’s 
trade surplus.

Washington’s latest moves may 
be “evidence that the U.S. admi-
nistration may not really want 
to reach a trade deal soon,” said 
Wang. “We believe there is an in-
creasing risk to a delay or cance-

llation of the planned trade talks.”
Asian stock markets fell for a 

second day. China’s main index 
lost 1.6% and Australia’s was down 
2.4%. Markets in Tokyo, Hong 
Kong and Seoul also retreated.

“Equities are slumping. They 
will slump more,” Rabobank’s Mi-
chael Every said in a report. “Wor-
ry about global trade flows, as a 
stronger USD rumbles through 
the real economy and U.S.-China 
divorce smashes supply chains.”

The Chinese central bank go-
vernor, Yi Gang, tried to reassure 
investors, promising in a state-
ment late Monday to stick to com-
mitments “not to use exchange 

rates for competitive purposes.”
The central bank is “commit-

ted to maintaining the basic sta-
bility” of the yuan “at a reasonable 
and balanced level,” Yi said.

The People’s Bank of China sets 
the exchange rate each morning 
and allows the yuan to fluctuate 
by 2% against the dollar during 
the day. The central bank can buy 
or sell currency — or order com-
mercial banks to do so — to dam-
pen price movements.

Yesterday, the yuan’s starting 
exchange rate was set at 6.9683. 
That would allow the currency to 
weaken to as much as 7.100 whi-
le staying within the 2% trading 
band.

The dollar’s unexpected stren-
gth against the yuan could have 
global repercussions, according 
to Nick Wall of Merian Global 
Investors. He said many foreign 
borrowers need to repay debts in 
dollars that might become harder 
to obtain.

“The risks of a further dollar 
squeeze and more foreign ex-
change volatility are now quite 
high,” Wall said in a report.

Chinese leaders have pro-
mised to avoid “competitive 
devaluation” to boost exports 
by making them less expensive 
abroad. But regulators are trying 
to make the state-controlled ex-
change rate more responsive to 
market forces, which are pushing 
the yuan lower. AP
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North Korea fires more weapons, 
denounces US military drills

Malaysia uses helicopter, dogs in search for missing UK girl
SYAWALLUDIN ZAIN, 
SEREMBAN

POLICE used a helicop-
ter and sniffer dogs yes-

terday in an expanded sear-
ch for a 15-year-old London 
girl who disappeared from 
a Malaysian resort over the 
weekend, with the girl’s fa-
mily saying they believe she 
was abducted and police 
saying there was no indica-
tion that had happened.

Nora Anne Quoirin’s fa-
mily says they discovered 
her missing from her be-
droom at the Dusun eco-
-resort in southern Negeri 
Sembilan state Sunday 
morning with the window 
left open, and considered 
it a criminal matter. Police 
have said there were no ini-
tial signs of foul play.

Negeri Sembilan police 
chief Mohamad Mat Yusop 
said the girl’s disappearan-

ce was still being treated as 
a missing person case be-
cause there was no eviden-
ce to indicate she was ab-
ducted. He said sniffer dogs 
picked up the girl’s scent 
within 100 meters from her 
resort bedroom but the trail 
stopped there.

The family said in a sta-
tement yesterday that they 
did not believe she just 

wandered off on her own.
“Nora’s family believe 

she has been abducted,” 
the statement said. “We 
are especially worried be-
cause Nora has learning 
and developmental di-
sabilities, and is not like 
other 15-year-olds. She 
looks younger, she is not 
capable of taking care of 
herself, and she won’t un-

derstand what is going 
on.”

“She never goes anywhe-
re by herself. We have no 
reason to believe she wan-
dered off and is lost,” the 
family said.

Mohamad said the girl’s 
mother had reported that 
she was only in her under-
garments when they put 
her to bed but it was unclear 
if she was dressed when she 
disappeared because nobo-
dy saw her leave.

“We have no clues, no 
evidence to say this case is 
abduction,” the police chief 
said at a news conference. 
“We will do our very best. 
We will not give up hope. 
We believe that she didn’t 
go far and that she had lost 
her way.”

Quoirin’s parents are an 
Irish-French couple who 
have lived in London for 
about 20 years, according to 

the Lucie Blackman Trust, a 
British charity that suppor-
ts people involved in a crisis 
overseas.

Quoirin arrived with her 
family on Saturday for a 
two-week stay at the Du-
sun, a small resort located 
in a durian orchard next to 
a forest reserve about 63 
kilometers south of Kuala 
Lumpur.

Mohamad said rescuers 
earlier yesterday repeated 
their search around the 
perimeter of the resort be-
cause they believed she was 
within the vicinity.

He said they would now 
focus on the foothill of the 
resort near a river, based 
on the assumption that she 
would be in a weak state 
and could head downhill to 
find water and food.

More than 170 people 
were involved in the search 
operation, with a helicop-

ter, sniffer dogs and local 
villagers aiding in the ex-
panded comb through the 
dense jungle, Mohamad 
said, adding that the sear-
ch would continue through 
the night.

Haanim Bamadhaj, a 
resort spokesman, said the 
Dusun management is ba-
ffled by Quoirin’s disappea-
rance. Resort staff and even 
some guests had earlier joi-
ned in the search, she said.

“Our resort has been 
operating for 10 years and 
we have never even been 
robbed. We are doing our 
very best and praying hard,” 
she said.

Following Quoirin’s disa-
ppearance, she said some 
guests had canceled their 
bookings and that the re-
sort had provided full re-
funds. Access to the resort 
has been blocked due to the 
search operation. AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea conti-
nued to ramp up its 
weapons demonstra-
tions by firing two pre-

sumed short-range ballistic mis-
siles into the sea yesterday while 
lashing out at the United States 
and South Korea for continuing 
military exercises that the North 
says could derail fragile nuclear 
diplomacy.

North Korea’s fourth round of 
weapons launches in less than 
two weeks came amid a standstill 
in nuclear negotiations and after 
President Donald Trump repeate-
dly dismissed the significance of 
the country’s recent tests despite 
the threat the weapons pose to 
allies South Korea and Japan and 
to U.S. bases there.

Experts say Trump’s down- 
playing of the North’s weapons dis-
play has allowed the country more 
room to advance its military capa-
bilities as it attempts to build leve-
rage ahead of negotiations, which 
could possibly resume sometime 
after the end of the allies’ drills later 
this month.

South Korea’s military alerted 
reporters to the launches minutes 
before the North’s Foreign Minis-
try denounced Washington and 
Seoul over the start of their joint 
exercises on Monday. The mi-
nistry’s statement said the drills, 
which North Korea sees as an in-
vasion rehearsal, leave the coun-

try “compelled to develop, test 
and deploy the powerful physical 
means essential for national de-
fense.”

The statement from an uni-
dentified spokesperson said 
Pyongyang remains committed to 
dialogue, but it could seek a “new 
road” if the allies don’t change 
their positions.

“It is too axiomatic that a 
constructive dialogue cannot 
be expected at a time when a si-
mulated war practice targeted 
at the dialogue partner is being 
conducted,” said the statement. 

“We remain unchanged in our 
stand to resolve the issues throu-
gh dialogue. But the dynamics of 
dialogue will be more invisible as 
long as the hostile military moves 
continue.”

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said the two projectiles the Nor-
th flew cross-country were likely 
short-range ballistic missiles. 
They were launched early yester-
day from an area near the North’s 
western coast and traveled about 
450 kilometers on an apogee 
of 37 kilometers at a maximum 
speed of above Mach 6.9 before 

landing in waters off the coun-
try’s eastern coast, the JCS said.

It said the projectiles showed 
similar flight characteristics to 
short-range missiles North Ko-
rea fired on July 25, which trave-
led about 600 kilometers during 
launches the North described a 
“solemn warning” to South Korea 
over its plans to continue military 
drills with the United States.

South Korea’s military had said 
the flight data of the July missiles 
showed similarities to the Rus-
sian-made Iskander, a solid-fuel, 
nuclear capable missile that is 

highly maneuverable and travels 
on lower trajectories compared 
to conventional ballistic wea-
pons, improving its chances of 
evading missile defense systems. 
The North last week also conduc-
ted two test firings of what it des-
cribed as a new multiple rocket 
launcher system.

Analysts say the new North 
Korean weapons, which are fired 
from vehicles and difficult to de-
tect before launch, would signifi-
cantly enhance its ability to strike 
targets in all of South Korea.

Choi Hyun-soo, spokeswo-
man of South Korea’s Defense 
Ministry, said the North’s lau-
nches go against the spirit of a 
bilateral military agreement rea-
ched last year to reduce conven-
tional threats. The office of South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
said his chief national security 
adviser, Chung Eui-yong, held 
an emergency meeting with the 
country’s defense minister and 
spy chief yesterday to discuss the 
launches.

Japan’s defense minister, 
Takeshi Iwaya, said the North’s 
efforts to advance its missile ca-
pabilities are a serious threat to 
the region.

North Korea had said it will 
wait to see if the allied exercises 
take place to decide on the fate 
of its diplomacy with the United 
States and whether to continue 
its unilateral suspension of nu-
clear and long-range missile tes-
ts, which leader Kim Jong Un an-
nounced last year amid a diplo-
matic outreach to Washington.

South Korea’s Defense Ministry 
has not provided details about the 
drills, which were expected to be 
computer simulated and not in-
volve actual combat troops and 
equipment. AP
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Trump freezes Venezuelan 
government assets amid tensions
JOSHUA GOODMAN & DEB 
RIECHMANN, WASHINGTON 

THE Trump administration fro-
ze all Venezuelan government 

assets in a dramatic escalation 
of tensions with Nicolás Maduro 
that places his socialist adminis-
tration alongside a short list of 
adversaries from Cuba, North Ko-
rea, Syria and Iran that have been 
targeted by such aggressive U.S. 
actions.

The ban, blocking American 
companies and individuals from 
doing business with Maduro’s go-
vernment and its top supporters, 
took effect immediately Monday 
and is the first of its kind in the 
Western Hemisphere in more 
than three decades, following an 
asset freeze against Gen. Manuel 
Noriega’s government in Panama 
and a trade embargo on the San-
dinista leadership in Nicaragua in 
the 1980s.

While the order falls short of 
an outright trade embargo — no-
tably, it spares Venezuela’s still 
sizable private sector — it repre-
sents the most sweeping U.S. ac-
tion to remove Maduro since the 
Trump administration recognized 

opposition leader Juan Guaidó 
as Venezuela’s rightful leader in 
January. Critically, it also exposes 
foreign entities doing business 
with the Maduro government to 
U.S. retaliation.

“The apparent goal is to give 
the U.S. the ability to apply the 
law beyond its borders to allies 
of Maduro like China, Russia, 
Cuba, Iran and Turkey,” said Russ 
Dallen, the Miami-based head of 
Caracas Capital Markets brokera-
ge. “Should those foreign entities 

continue doing business with 
Maduro they can have their U.S. 
assets seized.”

The executive order signed by 
President Donald Trump justified 
the move by citing Maduro’s “con-
tinued usurpation of power” and 
human rights abuses by security 
forces loyal to him.

U.S. National Security Adviser 
John Bolton hinted earlier Mon-
day that far-reaching U.S. action 
was close at hand. Speaking to 
reporters on the eve of an interna-

tional conference in Peru to show 
support for Guaidó, he said that 
the U.S. was readying measures 
“that will show the determination 
that the United States has to get a 
peaceful transfer of power.”

Russia, which has staunchly 
backed Maduro, denounced the 
U.S. action. Konstantin Kosachev, 
the head of the Russian upper 
house’s international affairs com-
mittee, said yesterday the move 
amounts to “international bandi-
try.” He added in remarks carried 
by the state RIA Novosti news 
agency that it represents an “open 
meddling into Venezuela’s inter-
nal affairs.”

The measures are likely to 
exacerbate suffering in an alrea-
dy moribund economy marked 
by six-digit hyperinflation and a 
deep, multi-year contraction that 
surpasses that of the Great De-
pression in the U.S.

Previous sanctions targeting 
the South American nation’s oil 
industry, the source of almost all 
of its export earnings, have alrea-
dy accelerated a crash in oil pro-
duction that started with Madu-
ro’s election in 2013 following the 
death of his mentor Hugo Chavez.

More than 100 officials and 
government insiders also have 
had their U.S. assets frozen and 
blocked from doing business with 
Americans. As part of the executi-
ve order, Americans or U.S. com-
panies that do business with such 
individuals face penalties. The 
same Maduro supporters will also 
be banned from entering the U.S.

Exceptions will be allowed for 
the delivery of food, medicine and 
clothing. Transactions with Ve-
nezuela’s still sizable private sec-
tor do not appear to be affected 
either. It’s unclear how the actions 
will affect American oil giant Che-
vron, which last month received a 
three-month exemption from the 
U.S. Treasury to allow it to conti-
nue drilling for oil with state-run 
oil monopoly PDVSA.

The Maduro government has 
yet to respond. But Guaidó ce-
lebrated the U.S. action, saying 
it would protect Houston-based 
oil company CITGO, Venezue-
la’s most valuable overseas asset, 
from attempts by Maduro to mor-
tgage its assets.

“Any individual, company, ins-
titution or nation that tries to do 
business with the regime will be 
seen by the international justice 
system as collaborating with and 
sustaining a dictatorship,” Guai-
dó said in a series of late-night 
Tweets. “They will be subject to 
sanctions and considered an ac-
complice to crimes.” AP
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US senators want Poland to 
pay victims of Nazi property thefts
WOJCIECH MOSKWA 
& DANIEL FLATLEY

U
.S. senators urged 
President Donald 
Trump’s adminis-
tration to pressure 

Poland, a NATO ally, to resolve 
demands to compensate Ho-
locaust victims for property 
confiscated by the Nazis during 
World War II.

More than 80 senators from 
both parties signed a letter calling 
on Secretary of State Michael 
Pompeo to “act boldly and with 
urgency to help Poland resolve 
this issue comprehensively.” The 
move comes four weeks before 
Trump is due to visit Poland to 
commemorate the 80th anniver-
sary of the start of World War II, 
which began with shots fired by a 
German ship near the Baltic port 
of Gdansk.

Poland, while seeking to boost 
the U.S. military presence on its 

soil to counter Russian threats, 
has vehemently rejected calls for 
a property-restitution law, saying 
former owners can pursue claims 

in court for belongings seized by 
the Nazis and later held by Com-
munists. Deputy Justice Minis-
ter Michal Wojcik said yesterday 

that he’s “fully calm” because the 
issue has been resolved.

“It is possible to regain inheri-
tance through the courts - that’s 

the normal mechanism,” Wojcik 
told public radio. “But this is all 
about property that has no heirs 
and Polish law regulates this in 
an unambiguous way.”

Following the Holocaust, 
many properties that belonged 
to Jews before the war were left 
without any heirs. Under Polish 
law, such assets are transferred 
to the state and not subject to 
court proceedings. Prime Mi-
nister Mateusz Morawiecki said 
in May that Polish citizens were 
the victims of atrocities by Ger-
man occupants and “can’t bear 
any responsibility” today.

Poland is the only ex-com-
munist nation without com-
prehensive legislation addres-
sing claims for property natio-
nalized last century. The World 
Jewish Restitution Organization 
has repeatedly called on the 
country to address property 
claims by U.S.-citizen Holo-
caust survivors and their fami-
lies, and the U.S. Congress last 
year obliged the State Depart-
ment to monitor progress in 
restitution laws.

After Pompeo urged Poland to 
move forward with legislation in 
February, the issue became a li-
ghtning rod for right-wing groups 
in the country. BLOOMBERG
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON this day in history

cinema
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23:50 
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim Chef! Sr1

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

A Minha Tese

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Outras Histórias

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Network Negócios

LiteraturAqui

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Afinidades 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

ProsPerous years 
Time: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
unTil: September 25, 2019 
Venue: Old Court Building
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

mGm PresenTs:  Hua yuan exHibiTion
Time: 24 hours
unTil: September 3, 2019 
Venue: MGM Cotai 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8802 3333

oneness: CalliGraPHy by Professor Jao 
TsunG-i
Time: 10am-6pm (No admission after 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
unTil: September 30, 2019 
Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy  
admission: Free  
enquiry: (853) 8598 6718

THe Golden aGe of arabiC sCienCe: 
exHibiTion from 1001 inVenTions
Time: 10am-6pm (Closed on Thursdays)
unTil: October 27, 2019 
Venue: Gallery 2, Exhibition Center, Macau 
Science Center  
admission: MOP25 (several discounts available) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

aquaTiC beauTies - floral arT exHibiTion 
on orienTal loTus flowers 
Time: 10am-7pm 
unTil: September 6, 2019 
Venue: Macau Tea Culture House 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0087

Vienna subway travelers have decided that they 
don’t want their train rides to be scented.

The Austrian capital’s transport authority tried out 
four scents, including hints of green tea, grapefruit, 
sandalwood and melon, in the ventilation systems 
of four trains on two of the network’s five lines last 
month. It asked subway users to deliver their verdict 
online.

The authority said Monday that 21,000 people de-
cided they would prefer to live without scent as they 
commute, while 16,000 supported extending the 
project.

It said that the air quality in subway cars has already 
been improved by a ban on eating on trains that was 
introduced on all lines in January.

No perfume, please: VieNNese 
agaiNst sceNted subway air

The Ugandan leader, Idi Amin, has set a deadline 
for the expulsion of most of the country’s Asians.

General Amin said all Asians who are not Ugan-
dan citizens - around 60,000 - must leave Uganda 
within 90 days.

The military ruler’s latest statement amended his 
original expulsion order two days ago when he said 
all the country’s 80,000 Asians had to go.

Asians, who are the backbone of the Ugandan 
economy, have been living in the country for more 
than a century.

But resentment against them has been building 
up within Uganda’s black majority.

General Amin has called the Asians “bloodsu-
ckers” and accused them of milking the economy 
of its wealth.

Up to 50,000 Asians in the former UK colony are 
British passport holders.

In a broadcast, General Amin said he would be 
summoning the British High Commissioner in 
Kampala to ask him to arrange for their removal.

The expulsion order has taken Britain by surprise.
General Amin overthrew Uganda’s elected leader 

in a military-backed coup last year but the British 
authorities had regarded him as a man they could 
work with.

Currently around 1,000 Asians from Uganda se-
ttle in the UK each year under an enlarged quota 
allocation introduced last year.

But a growing number have been attempting to 
circumvent the system and enter Britain illegally.

Right-wing MPs have warned that letting more 
Ugandan Asians into the UK could raise racial ten-
sions.

They are urging the government not to take them 
in.

Conservative MP Ronald Bell said Uganda’s Asians 
had no real links to Britain.

Speaking on behalf of the Monday Club’s Immi-
gration Committee, Mr Bell said: “They were either 
born in India or have retained close connection 
with India.

“They have no connection with Britain either by 
blood or residence.”

Courtesy BBC News

1972 asiaNs giVeN 90 days to 
              leaVe ugaNda

In context

cineteatro
05 - 07 Aug

THE LION KING
room1
2:30, 4:45, 9:15pm
Director: J Jon Favreau
Starring:  Donald Glover, Beyoncé, Seth Rogen
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 118min

TOY STORY 4
room 2
2:15, 4:05, 9:45pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

THE FAST & FURIOUS: HOBBS & SHAW
room 2
2:30, 4:45,7:15, 9:30pm
Director: David Leitch
Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Jason Statham, Idris Elba
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 135min

CRAYON SHINCHAN 2019
room 3
2:30, 7:30pm
Director: Masakazu Hashimoto
Starring: Yumiko Kobayashi, Toshiyuki Morikawa, Miki Narahashi
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 100min

THE CONFIDENCE MAN JP - THE MOVIE
room 3
9:30pm
Director: Ryô Tanaka
Starring: Yôsuke Eguchi, Masahiro Higashide, Michael Keida
Language: Japanese (English & Chinese)

CHILDREN OF THE SEA
room 3
4:30pm
Director: Ayumu Watanabe
Starring: Mana Ashida, Hiiro Ishibashi, Seishû Uragami
Language: Japanese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 110min

Offbeat

Britain was unable to negotiate a compromise with Idi 
Amin and eventually about 50,000 Asians were forced to 
leave Uganda.
Most of those with British passports - around 30,000 - 
came to the UK.
Many arrived virtually penniless having been expelled with-
out compensation for businesses and property.
Some were also robbed by troops en route to the airport.
There were many objections to their arrival - Leicester 
Council even took out newspaper advertisements warning 
them not to come to the city.
Idi Amin’s rule was one of Uganda’s most brutal periods.
He was overthrown in 1979 and lived in exile in Saudi Arabia 
until his death in 2003.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Soviet news service; 5- Trades; 10- Land in water; 14- Jazzy James; 

15- Dominant; 16- Activist; 17- 100 dinars; 18- In ___ (unborn); 19- Sicilian peak; 
20- Roman tyrant; 21- Morning meal; 23- Legendary Giant; 25- Formerly named; 
26- Grateful; 31- Country in the Himalayas; 35- Musical talent; 36- Exterior; 38- 
Beer mug; 40- Riding; 42- Actor Lorenzo; 44- Slangy suffix; 45- VCR button; 47- 
Mezzo-soprano Marilyn; 49- Having four sharps; 50- Impression; 52- Proximity; 54- 
Archer’s skill; 56- Start to fix?; 57- Polite; 62- Make reference to; 66- Actor Jamie; 
67- Stern; 68- When said three times, a 1970 war movie; 69- Talk big; 70- Sister 
of Clio; 71- Black cuckoos; 72- Not working; 73- Charged toward; 74- Spellbound;
 
DOWN: 1- Sea swallow; 2- End in ___ (draw); 3- The closest one to us is the sun; 
4- Old West watering hole; 5- Uncertain; 6- ___’acte; 7- Fit to ___; 8- Navigation 
acronym; 9- Oral; 10- New thought; 11- Drunkards; 12- Gave temporarily, holy 
period of 40 days; 13- Memorable time; 
22- Retainers; 24- Ring decision; 26- Drop 
of water expelled by the eye; 27- Loathes; 
28- Got up; 29- Provo’s state; 30- 
Yellowish citrus fruit; 32- School gp.; 33- 
Lofty dwelling; 34- Big cats; 37- Describes 
a gently cooked steak; 39- Denials; 41- 
Writing instrument; 43- Photograph; 46- 
Nicholas II, for one; 48- Be inaccurate; 51- 
One or the other; 53- Drink of the Gods; 
55- Stiller’s partner; 57- Ace, e.g.; 58- 
Evangelist Roberts; 59- Strongly advise; 
60- Algerian port; 61- Court org.; 63- 
College in New Rochelle; 64- Journey; 65- 
Big Apple river; 66- U.S. law enforcement 
agency; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Grab it! Don’t be too shy. Now 
is the time for bold action. You 
have much more power and 
influence than you might realize 
right now...and if  you do not use 
it, you will lose it.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Whatever hesitation you’ve been 
feeling about a relationship will 
disappear today when you get 
a phone call or an email that 
sheds some much-needed light 
on the situation. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Get out of  the past today - 
yesteryear is only relevant in terms 
of  retro-clothing styles, classic 
movies, architecture, and musical 
inspirations. It’s the future you 
should be focusing on right now.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Assemble a better plan if  you 
want to move beyond your 
current phase of  life. Enlist 
help from your most organized 
friends and learn from the 
masters!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
In a group situation today, 
someone will throw out an 
unusual idea that might cause the 
room to fall into an uncomfortable 
hush...because innovation can 
make people feel awkward.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Despite the level of  frustration that 
could be involved, determining 
what is holding you back will be a 
fun mystery to solve today. Simply 
take a look at the things you don’t 
need in your life.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Looking forward into life is a great 
way to aim for positive changes, 
and living in the moment is always 
good - but today, it’s looking back 
that will offer you the most reward, 
entertainment, and insight.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Today you’ll be discovering things 
about yourself  that could include 
a few unpleasant surprises. 
Nevertheless, this is a productive 
period for you - many choices will 
be placed in front of  you.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You have been developing a 
growing understanding of  a 
certain sticky situation, and today 
you will be able to channel your 
energy to address it much more 
effectively than ever before. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Every storm ends, so if  today starts 
to get rough, remind yourself  of  
that fact. There are a lot of  dramas 
going on in your life, although 
none of  them really have the 
potential to drive you off track.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It is time for some serious 
progress, which means it’s also 
time to stop playing around. 
Today you will need to put away 
your party shoes and put on your 
work boots. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Beware of  a bout of  self-doubt to 
enter your day early on. As soon as 
you recognize this stinkin’ thinkin’ 
for what it is (a whole lot of  nothing), 
you’ll be able to carry on with your 
day in a very productive way.

  Aquarius Pisces
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JIMMY Kimmel is among 
Donald Trump’s late-ni-

ght gadflies, while producer 
Mark Burnett showcased 
the future president on “The 
Apprentice.” Yet they are 
going into business together.

Kimmel and Burnett will 
produce a new ABC game 
show, “Generation Gap,” 
described by the network 
as a comedy quiz show that 
brings family members toge-
ther to compete as a team.

Asked about the appa-
rent odd-couple pairing 
with Burnett at a TV criti-
cs meeting Monday, Kim-

VALENTINA Sam-
paio has become 

the first openly trans-
gender model hired by 
Victoria’s Secret nearly 
a year after a top com-
pany official was pres-
sured to apologize for 
implying trans women 
are off brand.

Sampaio, a Brazi-
lian, has been posting 
from behind the sce-
nes of a VS Pink cam-
paign to the delight of 
celebrities who inclu-
de Laverne Cox.

Cox who is also 
transgender, posted on 
one of Sampaio’s pho-

ABC says the cast 
and crew of “Fresh 

Off the Boat” are rea-
dy to get back to work 
and put star Constan-
ce Wu’s anti-renewal 
tirade behind them.

ABC Entertain-
ment President Karey 
Burke said Monday 
the show’s producers 
have told her everyo-
ne involved with 
“Fresh Off the Boat” 
took the actress at her 
word when she apolo-
gized.

They have only ex-
pressed enthusiasm 
about starting pro-

mel downplayed his role in 
Trump’s election. Observers 
have suggested that Burne-
tt’s “The Apprentice” helped 
shape public perception of 
Trump as a leader.

“There’s no way Mark 
Burnett has the vision that 
he imagined that this mons-
ter would one day become 
president,” Kimmel said, 
echoing the harsh rheto-
ric he applies to Trump on 
ABC’s “Live with Jimmy Kim-
mel!” If Burnett is that pres-
cient, he added, “we should 
be paying more attention to 
everything he does.”

tos: “Wow finally!”
Last November, 

marketing officer Ed 
Razek of parent L 
Brands Inc., said in a 
Vogue interview that 
the annual Victoria’s 
Secret angels TV spe-
cial would never in-
clude “transsexuals” 
because “the show is 
a fantasy.” He apolo-
gized after outrage en-
sued.

Sampaio was not hi-
red for the show, and 
the company is re-
thinking having one at 
all after ratings sagged 
last time around.

duction this week on 
season six, which de-
buts Sept. 27. Burke 
said she’ll see Wu at 
the script reading.

The two haven’t 
spoken since Wu ex-
pressed regret for 
tweeting her disa-
ppointment that the 
show would be back. 
The “Crazy Rich 
Asians” star said she 
was briefly frustrated 
that its renewal would 
keep her from a pas-
sion project.

Burke told a TV cri-
tics meeting she was 
happy Wu apologized.

Victoria’s Secret 
hires first 
transgender model

ABC says ‘Fresh Off 
the Boat’ sailing 
past star’s tweet
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Kimmel, ‘Apprentice’ 
producer join to 
make quiz show
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Nathan Adrian: life before 
gold medal as he fights cancer

SWIMMING

Lochte wins 200 IM at US nationals after 14-month ban
RYAN Lochte won the 

200-meter individual 
medley at the U.S. national 
championships, fresh off a 
14-month ban.

The 12-time Olympic 
medalist touched in 1 mi-
nute, 57.76 seconds on 
Sunday — 1.07 ahead of 
runner-up Shaine Casas 
— to earn his first national 
title since 2014. Lochte’s 
time was quicker than his 
time-trial effort of 1:57.88 in 
the event four days earlier, 
which didn’t count toward 
qualifying for the national 
team.

It was the lone victory 

and only final of the five-
-day meet for Lochte, who 
turned 35 a day earlier. He 
finished 37th in the 200 
freestyle preliminaries, 
fourth in the C final of the 
100 butterfly, and scratched 
the B final of the 100 backs-
troke.

Lochte was competing 
for the first time since the 
recent end of a 14-month 
suspension for receiving 
an infusion of vitamin B-12 
above the allowable limit.

Madisyn Cox won the 
women’s 200 IM in 2:10.00 
to go with her earlier victory 
in the 200 breaststroke. She 

was suspended last year 
after failing a drug test, but 
went to court to get her ban 
reduced from two years to 
six months. She argued that 
her positive test was the re-
sult of a legal multivitamin 
that had been contamina-
ted.

Ally McHugh won the 
1,500 free in 16:05.98. She 
won the 400 free earlier. 
Erika Brown took the 50 free 
in 24.71 seconds.

Ryan Held won the men’s 
50 free in 21.87. Bobby 
Finke won the 800 free in 
7:47.58 to add to his earlier 
title in the 400 IM. AP

LUIS ANDRES HENAO, LIMA

F
IVE-TIME Olympic 
swimming gold medalist 
Nathan Adrian says that 
his success won’t be on 

his mind at the end of his life.
Maybe that would have been 

him some years ago. But not now, 
not since his latest race against 
the clock to beat cancer.

“It has completely changed my 
outlook. At the end of my time 
here on Earth, whenever that 
may be, I don’t think that the first 
thing on my mind is going to be 
how many gold medals I’ve had,” 
Adrian told The Associated Press 
in an interview before his first 
race at the Pan American Games 
in Lima.

“I’m actually very confident of 
that, whereas you know, maybe 
five or six years ago, my answer to 
that might’ve changed a little bit,” 
said Adrian. “So, my priorities are 
still competing and achieving at 
the highest level, certainly. But 
to take a deep breath, or to try to 
enjoy the company of those arou-
nd me, that’s something that I’m 
trying to be aware of as much as 
possible.”

Adrian was diagnosed with 
testicular cancer in December.

“My reaction was probably 
what most people experien-
ce, a little bit of everything, you 
know: being scared, being a little 
bit angry, just questioning why? 
Like wondering if I had called 
my mom enough,” he said with a 
smile.

“All sorts of things, and it was 
just like a roller coaster, like I cou-
ldn’t really control it, so I just kind 
of let it happen.”

Doctors told him the cancer 

had been caught early and he be-
gun treatment. A month later, he 
underwent surgery, and he deci-
ded to continue to train for the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

The 30-year-old recently ear-
ned silver in the 4x100-meter me-
dley relay at the world swimming 
championships in Gwangju, Sou-
th Korea. The silver medal felt like 
victory for Adrian, who was com-
peting just months after the can-
cer diagnosis.

“I’m still in the process of con-
quering it,” he said. “Between a 

couple of surgeries, treatment 
and ongoing surveillance, here 
we are, a little more than six mon-
ths later, and I just feel fortunate 
to compete.”

The 30-year-old said that he’s 
also looking forward to his first 
Pan American Games.

“I feel good. I left the world’s 
about a week ago, and then we’re 
here to compete again....I’ve ne-
ver been to a Pan American Ga-
mes so it’s really cool,” Adrian 
told the AP near the tournament’s 
pool. “It’s a mini Olympics, so it’s 

a really special feeling.”
At the 2012 Olympics, Adrian 

won the 100-meter freestyle. Four 
years later, he earned bronze in 
Rio de Janeiro. He has four other 
Olympic gold medals as part of 
U.S. relay teams.

Adrian has been swimming 
since the age of 2, and compe-
titively, since the age of 5. The 
decision to get back in the pool 
had the backing of his loved ones: 
among them, his wife, Hallie Ives-
ter; his parents, Jim and Cecilia 
Adrian; and his siblings, Donella 

and Justin, who also swam com-
petitively. Everyone is rooting 
for him back in his hometown of 
Bremerton, Washington, where a 
street was named after him.

“I think [my family] knew how 
important it was for me to get 
back to competing just for my 
own mental and emotional heal-
th,” he said. “I think for anybody 
who goes through an adverse 
health condition, the quicker you 
can get back to what makes you 
feel normal, what makes you feel 
good, the better.”

The process has been “really 
tough,” he said. “You get diag-
nosed, and then you don’t really 
know or have any information 
besides that you have cancer.”

He said the wait seems long 
until the scans are read because 
sometimes doctors are backed 
up.

“And it’s tough mentally and 
emotionally, because you’re just 
like: ‘man, maybe this is spread, 
or maybe we caught it early?”

Endurance is everything to a 
swimmer. But Adrian said he’s 
been in touch online with others 
who endured the same things as 
he did outside of the pool.

“A lot of my messaging this 
point has been for men out the-
re: If you feel that something is 
going on, you have to go see a 
doctor,” he said. “A lot of guys 
wait. They feel something going 
on there, and then they wait until 
their treatment options are a little 
narrower and the prognosis isn’t 
quite as good. But if they get in 
there early, and early detection is 
key, hopefully everyone can live a 
little bit longer.”

Like any race, his goal is to beat 
cancer in the shortest amount of 
time possible. His other goals are 
also clear.

“In the future? Of course Tokyo 
2020,” he said. “And then for life: 
probably spending a little more 
time at home with my wife and 
a little less time on the road 
training and competing, once 
this is all over.” AP
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Police charge 72 over 
Australian climate rally

Police arrested dozens of climate protesters who disrupted 
traffic yesterday in the biggest city in Australia’s main coal mi-
ning state.

The demonstration was the latest in a series of protests by en-
vironmental group Extinction Rebellion to disrupt downtown 
Brisbane.

Police charged 72 people following the protest, which involved 
about 300 demonstrators, some of whom sat on roads, Queens-
land Police Superintendent Chris Stream said.

The protesters, aged between 18 and 73, were charged with of-
fences including public nuisance, disobeying lawful directions 
and obstructing police, he said.

Stream said he was disappointed to see roads used by emer-
gency services blocked by demonstrators.

“What you have is these protesters committing this unplan-
ned disruptive activity,” Stream said.

“Some of these routes are major routes for emergency vehicle 
routes such as to and from hospitals,” he said, adding “that is 
very, very disruptive.”

Protest organizer Laura Lucardie said causing disruption for 
commuters was the goal of the demonstration.

Lucardie said the protesters were happy to go to jail for their 
cause and labelled the police response appropriate. She said 
further protests were being planned.

OPINION
Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield

New Zealand NATO 
Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said he’s 
absolutely convinced 
the U.S. will remain in 
the military alliance 
and it has made no 
preparations for an 
unlikely U.S. withdrawal 
because doing so would 
send a signal that it 
could happen.

Greece Authorities have 
launched a major search 
operation on the Aegean 
island of Ikaria for a 
British woman reported 
missing after she went 
for a morning run and 
failed to return.

Belgium Prosecutors 
said yesterday they have 
reached a settlement 
worth nearly 300 
million euros with a 
Swiss private banking 
branch of HSBC over a 
longstanding fraud and 
tax dodging case.

Russia Powerful 
explosions at a military 
depot in Siberia have 
injured 12 people and 
left one missing, and 
forced over 16,500 
people to leave their 
homes, officials said 
yesterday.

UK A British youth court 
yesterday ordered a 
teenager be held on a 
charge of attempted 
murder for allegedly 
throwing a 6-year-old 
boy from a 10th-floor 
viewing gallery at 
London’s Tate Modern 
museum.

EU The European Union 
says its door remains 
open should British 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson want to discuss 
his country’s departure 
from the bloc but it 
insists that the Brexit 
divorce agreement 
cannot be renegotiated.
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Shenzhen’s new 
EV Horizon

I subscribe to the electronic newsletter of the Rocky 
Mountain Institute (rmi.org), which is a well-known, 
U.S.-based non-profit organization dedicated to re-
searching, consulting, and educating in the field of 
sustainability, with a special focus on profitable inno-
vations for energy and resource efficiency. A recent 
issue contains a summary of an excellent report on 
Shenzhen’s path to global leadership in electric logisti-
cs vehicles. Shenzhen has clearly taken on a role I have 
been proposing for Macau for several years. We seem to 
be losing a race that was ours to win!

Among other pollutants, the internal combustion en-
gine (ICE) is globally responsible for about 15% of man-
-made atmospheric carbon dioxide emissions, and 
thus it is a major contributor to global warming. Elimi-
nating ICEs is a key goal in decarbonizing mankind’s 
future and this largely means using electric motors in 
vehicles. As they are a major part of the global vehicle 
fleet, it is a good idea to start by electrifying buses, taxis 
and logistics vehicles.

Through an array of deliberate local government po-
licies and other initiatives, the city of Shenzhen in Sou-
thern China was able to increase its fleet of electric lo-
gistics vehicles, vans and light/medium trucks from 300 
to approximately 62,000 between 2015 and 2018. Their 
long-term aim is to completely electrify Shenzhen’s 
transportation systems.

Shenzhen achieved these results by providing subsi-
dies for vehicles and charging infrastructure, manda-
ting the number of charging stations for public vehicle 
to be available in different districts, and reducing elec-
tricity prices for recharging and regulating charging ser-
vice fees. It also nurtured the market to ensure the avai-
lability of suitable electric vehicles (about 45 brands are 
competing in the market) and the emergence of leasing 
companies to provide vehicles, recharging and mainte-
nance services to logistics companies.

The Shenzhen government has also been very proac-
tive in collecting huge volumes of data about their ini-
tiatives and making this data widely available; including 
their successes and their failures. They want their city to 
become a reference to help other cities to follow similar 
and even better paths to transportation electrification. 
No doubt, they aim to be a source for equipment and 
consulting expertise for these other cities.

As well as affordable vehicle availability, recharging in-
frastructure is a key issue, and here Shenzhen has had 
some missteps that they are in the process of rectifying. 
In their initial planning Shenzhen assumed that most 
demand would be for slow overnight vehicle recharging 
at the outskirts of the city. It turns out, naturally enough, 
that logistics companies want to do their recharging in 
the city where they make most of their deliveries, and 
they favor rapid recharging during the daytime. Rapid 
recharging puts significant extra demands on the elec-
tricity distribution network and drivers need places to 
relax (such as restaurants) if they are recharging their 
vehicles during slow daytime periods. They have also 
found that vehicle recharging infrastructure can be un-
reliable and drivers need to know about the status and 
availability of recharging spots before driving to them. 
Finally, they have experienced many problems with 
ICE delivery vans occupying recharging spots because 
they are cheap parking spaces.

While you may argue about the autocratic way that the 
Chinese cities are run, it is difficult to fault their achie-
vements. (Also, in my experience, local governments in 
many places seem to rule by fiat, and not really consider 
the voice of its residents.) In the case of Shenzhen, the 
city government has a long history of demonstrating 
the depth and sophistication of its vision and its clear 
focus on improving its residents’ quality of life. One can 
only wish we had such capable government in Macau.

Thai dissident 
musicians celebrate 
getting French haven
PITCHA DANGPRASITH, 
BANGKOK 

MEMBERS of a Thai 
folk music group who 

feared for their lives be-
cause of their fiercely an-
ti-establishment songs are 
celebrating this week after 
being admitted to France to 
seek refugee status.

The band Faiyen fled to 
Thailand’s neighbor, Laos, 
after a military government 
took power in Bangkok in 
2014. Dozens of dissidents, 
some fearing arrest under 
a law mandating prison 
terms for criticism of the 
country’s monarchy, fled to 
Laos and Cambodia, ano-
ther neighboring country, 
but few were able to travel 
further because of a lack of 
travel documents or money.

Several dissidents who 
continued their political ac-
tivities online after fleeing 
to Laos were killed or di-
sappeared, spreading fear 
they had been targeted by 
Thai royalists.

Faiyen, who lived to-
gether in houses in and 
around the Laotian capital, 
Vientiane, said they recei-
ved constant death threats 
and in recent months is-
sued urgent pleas for help 
to move to a safer refuge.

Their fear increased af-
ter three activists who tried 
to flee Laos by crossing 
into Vietnam in January 
disappeared. According 
to rights groups they were 
arrested and secretly ex-
tradited to Thailand, but 

the authorities in Vietnam 
and Thailand have denied 
any knowledge of the affair. 
Faiyen then began a social 
media campaign which 
received widespread atten-
tion and support in May.

Faiyen and their suppor-
ters said Tuesday that the 
group’s members arrived 
last week in Paris.

“Faiyen members are 
now rescued from the acu-
te danger they faced in 
Laos — to begin new lives 
in France with the dignity, 
liberty, equality and sis-
ter-brotherhood that they 
fought for with their lives,” 
Junya Yimprasert, a Thai 
political exile who helped 
the group move, said on her 
Facebook page. “Right now, 
our plan is to keep pushing 
the French government for 
the Faiyen members’ po-
litical refugee status. We 
have to show them that if 
Faiyen were to be sent back 
to Thailand, there would be 
nothing waiting for them 
but death.”

Junya acknowledged 
that attaining refugee sta-
tus could take months.

She said the group’s 
members would continue 
their political activism, es-
pecially against Thailand’s 
lese majeste law under 
which offenders face prison 
terms of up to 15 years for 
insulting the monarchy.

The band plans to hold a 
protest in front of the Thai 
Embassy in Paris to con-
demn the deaths and disa-
ppearances of their fellow 

exiles in Laos, followed by 
a concert on the Place de 
la République, “a park sy-
nonymous with democra-
cy,” Junya wrote.

Trairong Sinseubpol, 
one of the band’s members, 
said in a phone interview 
that the process of applying 
for political refugee status 
took them about two to 
three months before they 
were granted permission 
to travel to Paris. But they 
were unable to act imme-
diately because they did 
not have enough money 
to buy plane tickets. Even-
tually, they were aided by 
Miles4Migrants, a charity 
created to donate frequent 
flyer miles to book flights 
that bring refugees to their 
new homes.

The issue of safety of 
Thai political exiles was 
highlighted recently when 
Pavin Chachavalpongpun, 
a former Thai foreign mi-
nistry official who became 
an outspoken critic of the 
country, reported that he 
was attacked in the middle 
of the night in his home in 
Japan.

Pavin, who said the unk-
nown assailant sprayed 
him and his partner with 
a chemical substance that 
caused a burning sensa-
tion, is an associate profes-
sor at Kyoto University. He 
believes he was targeted for 
political reasons, but Thai 
military and government 
officials deny involvement 
with attacks on him or any 
other exiles. AP
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