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China lowered the 
trading range for its 
currency for a fourth 
day yesterday, showing 
its potential for use as 
a trade weapon against 
Washington, but the 
exchange rate steadied 
following declines 
that alarmed financial 
markets.

South Korea Police 
raided the office of 
a marketing agency 
yesterday as part of a 
fraud investigation into 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
non-appearance 
in a friendly match 
between Juventus and a 
K-League selection last 
month.

Pakistan says it is still 
committed to continue 
talks about the opening 
of a visa-free border 
crossing to allow pilgrims 
to visit a Sikh shrine just 
inside the Islamic nation 
despite increasing 
tension with New Delhi 
over Kashmir.

United Nations 
The World Health 
Organization says it 
follows “a zero-tolerance 
policy against all forms 
of corruption” amid calls 
for greater transparency 
following an Associated 
Press report on fraud 
and mismanagement 
marring some U.N. 
operations in the 
country.

Air Quality Good

Gen. Mohammed 
Hamdan Daga-
lo, a paramilitary 
commander from 
Darfur, could hold 
the recipe for a 
new patronage 
system like the 
one that kept his 
predecessor in 
power for three 
decades
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New 
Macau 
to ask 

the 
people

 P4

 P7 GAMING

The pro-
democracy group 
is hosting an online 
‘voting activity’ 
that will assess 
public opinion 
about whether 
universal suffrage 
should be used 
to elect the 
Chief Executive

THE PHILIPPINE PROBLEM
CHINA IS CRACKING DOWN ON ONLINE 
CASINOS OPERATING OUT OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
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SSM launches denture 
program for elderly

The Health Bureau (SSM) has 
introduced the Elderly Denture Pilot 
Scheme to provide elderly people in 
need with dentures. The first phase 
of the program will be introduced 
to elderly people aged 80 years and 
above. Later, the program will be 
expanded to elderly people aged 65 
years and above. The SSM will call 
elderly residents who are aged 80 
or above and are receiving financial 
assistance. If they consent, the SSM 
will ensure they receive an initial 
assessment at Conde S. Januário 
Hospital. Once they meet the 
conditions, they will be referred to 
non-profit medical organizations, 
which are in collaboration with SSM, 
for a check-up and to install active 
dentures. 

Costa roadworks 
to continue until 
August 30

Roadworks at Av.do Conselheiro 
Ferreira de Almeida along the 
direction towards Avenida Horta e 
Costa began yesterday. The road 
works will last until August 30. During 
the construction, the road will be 
subject to limited traffic: vehicles with 
a length of more than 8 meters are 
prohibited from turning left to the 
direction of the Red Market. Buses on 
7 routes are to detour via the Av. do 
Cel. Mesquita and Av. de Sidónio Pais 
in order to access Costa. Yesterday’s 
first day of construction caused traffic 
jams in the area. 

Qingmao footbridge 
construction 
to start in Q4

The footbridge at Qingmao port 
will see its construction start in the 
fourth quarter of this year, according 
to the Infrastructure Development 
Office (GDI). Yesterday, the GDI 
opened bidding for the contract 
of the footbridge’s design and 
construction. The bridge connects 
Qingmao port immigration building 
(800 meters at southwest of the 
current Border Gate), former 
automobile inspection center, the 
nursery of the former Civic and 
Municipal Affairs Bureau, and Ilha 
Verde public housing, crossing 
over Avenida do Comendador Ho 
Yin. The construction is stipulated 
by regulation to have a maximum 
execution time of 430 days. 
Considering that the construction 
site is the main road and the traffic 
volume is large, the GDI will discuss 
formulating temporary traffic 
arrangements with the Transport 
Bureau (DSAT) in order to reduce 
the impact of the works on the 
surrounding roads.

Coloane’s Seac Pai Van public housing estate

Social Housing Regime finally 
approved after legal imbroglio
RENATO MARQUES

THE bill to enforce a new re-
gime for the application for 

social housing has finally pas-
sed at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL).

The new regime establishes 
a permanent mechanism for 
the allocation of government-
-owned housing units to appli-
cants on a waitlist as soon as 
they are available, and will 
replace the old system that 
enforced tenders every time a 
group of housing units became 
available for rental.

The bill was approved yes-
terday afternoon with complete 
unanimity by all lawmakers of 
the AL, but not before a deadlo-
ck moment when the discus-
sion of the three last articles was 
underway.

A dispute broke out over an 
administrative revision to the 
law between a representative 
of the Legal Affairs Bureau, who 
was defending such a method, 
and lawmaker Vong Hin Fai, 
who opposed it.

The deadlock was only 
broken when AL President Kou 
Hoi In called for a break in the 
session so the AL and govern-
ment legal advisers could reach 
a consensus.

In the end, the government 
accepted the suggestions from 
the lawmakers and included 
both documents as “revoked” 
by the new regime and only one 
single article.

During the article-by-article 
discussion, lawmakers Sulu Sou 
and Au Kam San were two of the 
most active participants, calling 
for explanations from the gover-
nment, especially regarding the 
exceptions established by the 
general rules.

Sou wanted to know how 
could the government could ve-
rify that a person who was given 
a house by the government only 
had a temporary need to lodge 
another person (for example, 
housing elderly people or chil-
dren in a house under his or 
her care) and for how long the-
se “temporary authorizations” 
would be valid.

The lawmaker wanted to 
ensure that such an exception 
could not be used, for instance, 
for a partner to live in the same 
house but without the govern-
ment taking into account his or 
her income and assets.

From the government side, 
the president of House Bureau 
(IH), Arnaldo dos Santos, re-
plied, noting that the tempo-
rary authorization was aimed 

at situations when children or 
underage people need to be un-
der the care of a family member 
or in case of elderly people who 
need to hire a helper to provide 
help with daily tasks, noting that 
in the second case, the tempo-
rary permanence in the house 
would be ruled by the helper 
contract.

In the case of couples, such 
a rule would only apply, “in the 
cases where one of the members 
of the couple is, for example, in 
the mainland and does not pos-
sess a title for permanent resi-
dence in Macau. Allowing only 
‘short-term’ visits to Macau.”

For other cases, such as si-
ckness, the procedure of proof 
would be by way of providing a 
medical certificate, dos Santos 
reaffirmed.

Meanwhile, lawmaker Au 
was mostly concerned with 
emergency situations that fall 
outside the scope of the normal 
procedures. Au wanted the go-
vernment to include more par-
ticular cases and give a broader 
scope to the term “family dan-
ger,” wanting to apply it also in 
cases of a contentious divorce in 
which one of the partners requi-
res urgent lodging.

Replying to Au, Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works 

Raimundo do Rosário said, “We 
can’t open the door too widely. 
The application will now be 
permanent and the exceptions 
are like ‘jumping the queue.’ We 
need to see what are the causes 
that are really exceptional to 
use this rule, preventing people 
from making excuses to ‘jump 
the queue’.”

On the topic, Sou wanted to 
know how many cases of this 
kind the government had re-
ceived. Dos Santos replied, “We 
have received a total of 150 re-
quests but after analysis we only 
approved five of them.” He fur-
ther believes the case presented 
by Au can also be solved under 
the scope of the article.

Although the law is now 
approved, it will be another full 
year after its publication in the 
government’s Official Gazette 
before it takes effect.

Rosário explained that ini-
tially, the government had 
thought to have a delay period 
of around nine months, which 
would be used to produce the 
accessory administrative regu-
lations. However, it was later 
decided in favor of one full year 
“due to the timing in which this 
law is being approved and the 
change in government to ha-
ppen later this year.”



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 09.08.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳聞

page 3

 ad

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S

Group 
appeals to CE 
candidate 
Ho Iat Seng

A group of about 10 representa-
tives of the Seac Pai Van com-

munity have delivered a letter to the 
next Chief Executive, Ho Iat Seng, 
drawing his attention to the Seac Pai 
Van community. 

The group visited Ho’s election 
campaign office yesterday, urging 
the SAR government to cancel the 
environmental evaluation of the two 
potential locations for a temporary 
hazardous materials storage unit. 

They want the local government 
to withdraw the proposal for these 
locations, and instead turn them 
into facilities for entertainment and 
exercise purposes. 

In addition, the group proposed 
to Ho that the government build a 
permanent hazardous items’ stora-
ge facility at E1 on the New Urban 
Zone. 

This group is the first to visit 
the next Chief Executive of Macau 
to make a public appeal. Iau Teng 
Pio, agent of Ho Iat Seng’s election 
campaign, received the group and 
accepted the letter. Iau said that he 
would transfer the letter to the rele-
vant government department. JZ

Secretary Raimundo do Rosário

‘Plastic bags bill’ approved 
amid calls for more measures
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Legislative Assem-
bly approved a bill tar-
geting the number of 
plastic bags distributed 

by retailers during yesterday’s 
plenary session.

The bill was passed with 
unanimous approval from all 
lawmakers but amid many calls 
for an additional effort from the 
government to reduce the gap 
between Macau and other re-
gions of the world concerning 
environmental issues.

Most of the lawmakers’ com-
mentary on the topic was not re-
lated to the bill in discussion and 
voting but, instead, called on the 
government for added measures 
to tackle the current situation.

Sulu Sou, Mak Soi Kun, and 
José Pereira Coutinho were just 
some of those questioning the 
government regarding added 
measures as well as a timeframe 
for other measures to be enfor-
ced.

Secretary for Transport and 

Public Works, Raimundo do 
Rosário, replied to such calls by 
saying, “The statements of the 
lawmakers are no different from 
our wishes,” adding, “This is a 
first step which we acknowledge 
[…] comes a little bit late but I 
believe that we will work more in 
the future.”

Rosário noted that govern-

ment’s addressing the reduction 
of plastics and other materials is 
a worldwide trend observed by 
almost every government in the 
world and that there is no way 
Macau will be “out of this trend.” 
He added that, although the first 
initiative in Macau has come 
comparatively late, “I believe 
that we will accelerate the works 

to catch up with the others.”
Although there is no calendar 

for the enforcement of any other 
measures, Rosário advanced 
yesterday that the government 
plans to broaden the scope of 
the environmental protection 
works to include products such 
as straws and others but such 
work will be left to the next ad-
ministration.

Questioned also regarding 
the inspections that will be car-
ried out to ascertain that the law 
is being fulfilled, the Secretary 
noted that the government wou-
ld start with the supermarkets 
“as they are the places that pro-
vide the most of these kinds of 
products.”

However, inspection and law 
enforcement might be challen-
ging, admitted the director of 
the Environmental Protection 
Bureau, Raymond Tam. The of-
ficial noted that the service only 
has 50 inspectors who are in 
charge of all kinds of works, ad-
ding, “in the short term we don’t 
expect to hire more staff.”
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New Macau to hold ‘voting 
activity’ on universal suffrage

EDUCATION

Fines for private school violations to be reduced
JULIE ZHU

THE local government 
has decided to reduce 

its fines for private schools 
that commit administrati-
ve violations, the Second 
Standing Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) 
reported yesterday. The 
decision came following a 
meeting with some gover-
nment representatives, in 
which the amendment of 
the bill for Private Schools 
of Non-Tertiary Education 

was discussed.
Chairman of the Com-

mittee, Chan Chak Mo, 
reported the latest amend-
ment to the bill to the me-
dia. In total, four amend-
ments have been made to 
the bill.

The government has 
suggested imposing a fine 
on private schools when 
they fail to fill vacancies on 
the board of the school wi-
thin 30 days. The fine will 
range from MOP10,000 to 
MOP30,000.

According to Chan’s 
explanation, the proposal 
aims to prevent the board 
from operating unlawfully 
without a full team of se-
ven.

The previous bill pro-
posed a maximum fine of 
MOP1.5 million for diffe-
rent types of violations. 
The latest change will re-
duce that to a maximum 
of MOP1 million.

The penalties for other 
violations have also been 
proposed to be reduced 

from 500,000 patacas to 
between MOP10,000 and 
MOP100,000, depending 
on the type of violation.

The previous bill had 
also suggested that a 
school should inform a 
parent with a written do-
cument when the con-
cerned student is absent 
from school. 

However, considering 
the delay in transmitting 
the information via paper 
material, the government 
proposed that the school 

should inform a parent 
through electronic me-
thods on the same day of 
the relevant student’s ab-
sence. 

The new amendment 
added another proposal, 
which suggests the au-
thorities should first ask 
schools to remedy admi-
nistrative violations befo-
re issuing a fine. 

This should occur in 
the following circumstan-
ces: when a school’s viola-
tion involves less serious 

legal matters; when the 
violation is not repeated 
and does not involve un-
safe risks; and when the 
school makes promises to 
correct its violations. 

Besides the four chan-
ges made to the bill, the 
government was also 
requested by the com-
mittee to provide fur-
ther explanations regar-
ding an article that says 
a non-profitable school 
can only transfer its asse-
ts, both immovable and 
movable properties, af-
ter the school is closed. 
Lawmakers wanted to 
know how public assets 
should be transferred in 
such a case. 

ANTHONY LAM

LOCAL pro-democracy group 
New Macau Association 

(ANM) will hold a “voting acti-
vity” between August 11 and 25 
to assess public opinion on the 
manner by which Macau’s top 
official should be chosen, the as-
sociation told a press conference 
yesterday.

The association asserts that lo-
cal citizens should form the core 
of the city’s democratization.

Pursuant to the Basic Law, 
Macau’s top official is selected by 
an electoral college consisting of 
400 people, versus the approxi-
mate 307,000 people entitled to 
vote in the Legislative Assembly 
election.

The voting will take place via a 
dedicated website made for this 
purpose. As explained by the as-
sociation, the website will only 
contain one question: “Do you 
agree that the Chief Executive of 
the Macau SAR should be elected 
by universal suffrage?”

ANM provided its understan-
ding of the term “universal suffra-
ge”, namely that “the Chief Exe-
cutive shall be elected directly by 
all Macau voters in their free and 
equal exercise of the right to no-
minate candidates and the right 
to vote.”

In 2014, a similar voting activi-
ty was held to assess the public’s 
response to the popularity of 
then-candidate Chui Sai On. The 
administration promptly cracked 
down on the activity and arrested 
several vote organizers for unlaw-
fully handling personal data.

Two journalists were also ar-
rested for the misuse of the poli-
ce’s official emblem. The logo had 
been published in a photograph 
related to a news report about a 
police officer who had participa-
ted in the activity.

When questioned as to whe-
ther he expects a similar response 
with this latest voting activity, as-
sociation member and lawmaker 
Sulu Sou said the ANM is not in a 
position to comment on the 2014 

activity “because we were not the 
organizer.”

Nonetheless, the lawmaker 
recalled that the association has 
organized its own “referendum” at 
least twice. The first was in 2012 to 
collect responses on the political 
reform package, while the second 
in 2016 was to nominate nickna-
mes for the new pair of pandas 
sent to Macau from the mainland.

He added that it might not be 
necessary to always think nega-
tively about the government. For 
the purpose of goodwill, the asso-
ciation holds there is no need for 
the government to fear this voting 
process. In contrast, it should “see 
the vote positively and humbly.” It 
is the exercise of the rights of free 
speech and democracy, the ANM 
notes.

Sou elaborated that there are 
different activities happening 
every day. This one just happens 
to be focused on universal suffra-
ge. “The government should res-
pect all events without fear or fa-
vor, as well as the comments they 

obtain,” said Sou. “These com-
ments should generate the syner-
gy for the next administration’s 
work towards universal suffrage.”

Even so, the Electoral Affairs 
Commission for the CE Election 
has recently issued a notice, re-
minding everybody that no poll 
results should be released from 
August 10 to 25.

The association emphasized 
that it will not be a popularity poll. 
“We purely hope citizens can ex-
press their opinion on whether 
the city should progress towards 
universal suffrage in the Chief 
Executive Election,” Sou said on 
the association’s behalf. “Therefo-
re, [the question] will not involve 
any individual or any candidate. 
[Citizens will] only express their 
opinion on political reform.”

“Theoretically, there is no re-
lationship, direct or indirect, be-
tween this activity and the Elec-
toral Affairs Committee,” Sou ad-
ded. “Whereas, this voting has no 
relationship whatsoever with the 
Election. Therefore, the previous 

announcement by the Commit-
tee in no way [concerns] this ac-
tivity.”

Regarding the handling of per-
sonal data, the lawmaker stressed 
that the activity will be collecting 
the minimal amount of personal 
data, that is the voter’s Macau ce-
llphone number, for the preven-
tion of repeat voting only. Other 
measures have also been taken to 
ensure the legality of the activity.

According to the Personal Data 
Protection Law, any activities 
that involve the handling of per-
sonal data should be announced 
in written form to the Personal 
Data Protection Office within ei-
ght days of the initial processing 
of such data. “But it’s fully legal to 
do it in advance,” Sou said, adding 
that no reply has been received 
from the Office since then.

The organizer will use servers 
and a telecom service provider 
outside of Macau to ensure ma-
ximum security. Phone numbers 
collected will be duly eliminated 
after the activity.

Prior to and during the voting 
period, the association will con-
duct community visits to explain 
to residents the importance of 
universal suffrage, which the asso-
ciation considers to be the foun-
dation of effective administration.
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Property prices 
holding stable

REAL estate prices are rising in a sta-
ble manner, data released by the Sta-

tistics and Census Service (DSEC) shows. 
The administration released the ci-

ty’s latest property prices yesterday, co-
vering a period spanning from April to 
June this year.

The data showed that the overall resi-
dential property price index for the said 
period was unchanged compared to the 
previous trimonthly period (268.4). The 
index for the peninsula was 271.1, an in-
crease of 0.1%, while that for the islands 
was 257, a decrease of 0.2%.

The index for existing residential uni-
ts (289.5) went up by 0.3%, with the in-
dexes for those in the Macau Peninsula 
(285) and Taipa and Coloane (309.1) ri-
sing by 0.4% and 0.1% respectively. 

Analyzed by year of building com-
pletion, the indexes for residential units 
completed between six and 10 years ago 
and for those built five years ago or less 
increased by 2.2% and 0.7% respectively, 
The index for those completed more 
than 20 years ago inched down by 0.1%, 
meanwhile, the index for pre-sale resi-
dential units (275.4) decreased by 0.8%.

The overall residential property price 
index in the second quarter grew 1.9% 
from the first. The indexes for existing 
residential units and pre-sale residen-
tial units rose by 2% and 1.2% respec-
tively.  AL

Authorities scouting 
Border Gate area for 
typhoon tourist shelter

JULIE ZHU

THE Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) 

and the Social Affairs Bu-
reau (IAS) are looking for 
a place near the Border 
Gate to build an emer-
gency shelter for tourists.

According to the Com-
missioner General of the 
Unitary Police Service, 
this emergency shelter 
is expected to start pro-
viding services when the 
next typhoon hits. 

As for other ports of 
Macau, the local gover-
nment has reserved spa-
ces to provide emergency 
shelter for tourists. 

In addition to offering a 

shelter for tourists during 
extreme weather events, 
the PSP and mainland 
police authority reached 
an agreement to actively 
release information at all 
borders to inform a wider 
range of tourists about 
Macau’s arrangements 
for typhoons. 

Currently, the Border 
Gate area has one emer-
gency shelter, which is 
located at the Macao Fe-
deration of Trade Unions 
Workers’ Stadium. 

Together with the Bor-
der Gate shelter, the city 
will have a total of 18 
emergency shelters. 

In addition to the shel-
ters, the IAS also provides 

four meeting places or 
places for people to stay 
during emergency eva-
cuations. 

Besides opening one 
more shelter, this year, 
the security authority 
also plans to add a play 
point at Coloane’s securi-
ty college, as well as to 
add more speakers across 
town in order to be more 
effective at broadcasting 
evacuation alarms during 
typhoons. In total, the 
number of speakers will 
be increased to 140 units 
this year.

The broadcast will be 
made in four languages: 
Mandarin, Cantonese, 
English and Portuguese. 

GAMING

Moody’s bets concession 
renewals a near-certainty

DANIEL BEITLER

MOODY’S Investors Ser-
vice says it expects Ma-

cau will renew or reissue the 
concessions for its six gaming 
operators after they expire in 
June 2022.

In a report by company 
analysts released yesterday, 
Moody’s said it saw recent ex-
pansion commitments as “a 
clear sign of confidence that 
the gaming concessionaires 
believe they will be able to 
renew when the time comes.”

While there will be changes 
made to the existing agree-
ments, the analysts wrote 
that “an outright rejection of 
concessions is very unlikely.”

The gaming sector accoun-
ts for about half of Macau’s 
economic output, directly 
employs about 15% of the ci-
ty’s workforce, and generates 
more than 80% of the gover-
nment’s fiscal revenues. This 
economic reality means that 
the “non-renewal of any of 
the concessions would pose 

significant risk to government 
finances as well as economic 
stability,” according to the fi-
nancial services company.

A scenario in which the 
concessions are not renewed 
would raise other complica-
tions too.

For example, although, the 
gaming concessions are due 
to expire in 2022, the building 
and land use agreements 
upon which they rely typi-
cally expire later. Replacing 
existing operators with new-

comers would be impractical 
because it would depend on 
some measure of coopera-
tion from an existing conces-
sionaire, which could not be 
guaranteed.

“A newcomer could not 
simply take over the gaming 
operations without coopera-
tion from, and possible signi-
ficant payments to, the land 
concessionaire.”

The analysts also pointed 
to the recent two-year exten-
sion to the gaming conces-

sions of Sociedade de Jogos 
de Macau and MGM Grand 
Paradise as a sign of “reassu-
rance about the government’s 
desire for stability and conti-
nuity.”

A renewal or reissuance of 
the gaming licenses will likely 
come at a price, albeit minor.

According to the analysts, 
further investment into non- 
gaming amenities will be re-
quired. This would help to 
satisfy the local government’s 
policy goal of economic di-
versification and build Macau 
as a travel destination within 
the greater China region.

However, it is unlikely that 
operators will be required 
to pay more in the form of a 
higher tax rate on casino re-
venues or as a large, upfront 
sum. That is because the exis-
ting 38% effective tax rate is 
already considered high rela-
tive to other emerging centers 
for gambling in the Asia-Paci-
fic region, and because Ma-
cau is already in a “solid fiscal 
position.”



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 09.08.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳聞

page 7

China targets Philippines in 
crackdown on offshore gambling
C

HINA is stepping up a 
crackdown on gambling 
activity by its citizens 
offshore, threatening 

what has become a lucrative in-
dustry for gaming operators in 
places like the Philippines.

China’s embassy in Manila put 
out a strongly worded statement 
yesterday, saying that its citizens 
are being targeted by casinos in 
the Southeast Asian nation, and 
that hundreds of millions of yuan 
are flowing illegally out of its bor-
ders to the region.

The statement, which said all 
forms of gambling by Chinese 
people in overseas casinos are 
illegal, follows a run of Chinese 
state media coverage critical of 
internet and phone gambling 
over the past month. In a Xinhua 
story July 12, China’s minister for 
public security, Zhao Kezhi, said 
it was necessary to crack down 
on the “cross-border online gam-
bling problem” because of public 
concern.

The gaming regulator in Ma-
cau has also forbid junket ope-
rators licensed there from using 
the territory as a settling platform 
for gambling services provided 
elsewhere, according to people 
familiar with the matter.

“A conservative estimate 
shows that gambling-related 

funds flowing illegally out of 
China and into the Philippines 
amounts to hundreds of millions 
of yuan every year,” said the Chi-
nese embassy statement. “There 
are analysts who believe that part 
of the illegal gambling funds has 
flown into local real estate marke-
ts and other sectors in 
the Philippines.”

Online and phone 
betting in Southeast 
Asian countries by 
Chinese punters many 
miles away has ex-
ploded in the last few 
years and is transfor-
ming the developing 
cities. In the Philippi-
nes alone, more than 
50 offshore gambling 
companies have received permi-
ts to operate, hundreds of thou-
sands of Chinese workers have 
surged into Manila to staff the in-
dustry, and property prices near 
gaming sites are booming. Reve-
nue from the offshore gaming in-
dustry is projected to reach up to 
9 billion pesos ($172 million) this 
year, according to the Philippines 
gaming regulator.

But the flow of Chinese gam-
bling to Southeast Asia has meant 
slowing growth in Macau, the Bei-
jing-controlled enclave. A deser-
tion by high rollers in particular 

- which account for 55% of Ma-
cau’s $40 billion in annual reve-
nue - has put pressure on casino 
operators there and forced them 
to widen their appeal by building 
theme parks and concert halls for 
middle-class tourists.

There are signs that the offsho-

re services are penetrating more 
deeply into China’s population 
than expected. Some online ga-
ming websites offer punters wa-
gers as low as 10 yuan and have 
round-the-clock live streams, 
making them easily accessible by 
lower-income Chinese in rural 
areas, who do not have the means 
to go to Macau or other ways of 
scratching the gambling itch.

The Chinese embassy state-
ment said that the rise of online 
gambling has resulted in an in-
crease in crimes and social pro-
blems in China, and that in con-

nection with telecom fraud has 
“caused huge losses to the victims 
and their families”.

Offshore gaming is divided 
into two main categories. In on-
line gambling, small-time bet-
tors gather at cyber tables that 
can accommodate 500 gamblers 

at a time. Then there 
is proxy betting, its ri-
cher, better-dressed 
cousin, where high 
rollers communicate 
with staffers wearing 
headsets at baccarat 
tables in offshore ca-
sinos. Proxy betting 
now accounts for 40% 
of the $1 billion VIP 
gaming market in the 
Philippines, according 

to brokerage CICC.
The ban on junkets using Ma-

cau as a settling platform for over-
seas gambling services kicked in 
from August 1, said the people, 
who asked not to be identified as 
the order has not been made pu-
blic. Macau’s Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau decli-
ned to comment on the directive 
sent to junket operators.

Junkets and Macau-based 
casinos with operations in Sou-
theast Asia are already starting to 
halt proxy betting and video ga-
ming services. Concern over the 

crackdown has hit Macau casino 
stocks, with a Bloomberg Intelli-
gence index of the biggest com-
panies down 15% since the first 
critical media reports were pub-
lished on July 8.

Suncity Group - the world’s 
biggest junket operator, which 
works with almost all Macau-ba-
sed casino operators - ended pro-
xy betting activities last month, 
said Maggie Tang, a spokeswo-
man for the company.

The halt reduced the amount 
of incoming bets, which total 
about $230 billion annually, by 
around 10%, a person familiar 
with the matter said, asking not 
to be identified as the informa-
tion is not public.

Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment Ltd., one of Macau’s biggest 
gaming operators, asked its junket 
partners to stop all proxy betting 
at its Manila resort last month on 
concern it could face reprisals in 
Macau, according to people fami-
liar with the move. The regulator 
is set to renew casino licenses in 
the territory next year, for the first 
time in two decades.

Proxy betting is a channel for 
money laundering, according to a 
2017 U.S. government report, be-
cause the practice allows players 
to conceal their identities. Some 
Philippines lawmakers want casi-
nos to be placed on a list of institu-
tions monitored for money laun-
dering due to high profile inciden-
ts, like a 2016 heist of $81 million 
from Bangladesh’s foreign reser-
ves, which were routed through a 
Philippine casino, a junket opera-
tor and a gaming-room promoter. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

Online gaming websites 
are more accessible for 
lower-income Chinese 
in rural areas, who do 

not have the means to 
go to Macau
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IC calls for 
Macao Pavilion 
proposals 
THE Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) is calling for 

proposals for the Macau Pavilion that will 
be set up at the eighth Biennale of Urbanism 
and Architecture of Shenzhen and Hong Kong.

Dedicated to the theme “Urban Interac-
tions”, this year’s Bi-city Biennale will take pla-
ce in December at Futian Railway Station in 
Shenzhen and surrounding areas.

The exhibition will consist of two sections, 
“Eyes of the City” and “Ascending City,” explo-
ring the relationship between urban space and 
technological innovation from different pers-
pectives. 

At the same time, several sub-venues will be 
set up in other districts of the city to intercon-
nect with the main venue, completing an orga-
nically interactive network throughout the city.

According to information released by the 
Biennale organizers, a smart city platform will 
be built to showcase the possibility of produ-
cing brand-new interactive modes through the 
integration of digital and physical spaces, stu-
dy the reconciliation between nature and cities 
driven by technology, and profoundly tap into 
the big data applied to cities.

“Through its participation in this year’s Bi- 
city Biennale, the IC intends to strengthen 
cooperation between Macau and Shenzhen, 
to promote cultural exchange between Macau 
and the outside world,” the bureau said in a 
statement.

The deadline for proposal applications is 
September 6. LV

SHENZHEN

Chinese scientists develop 
chameleon-inspired soft robot
CHINESE scientists have 

developed a chameleon- 
inspired soft robot with both 
color-changing and locomo-
tion capabilities, offering a 
new perspective for future ro-
bot-environment interaction.

Soft Robotics is a subfield 
of robotics dealing with cons-
tructing robots from mate-
rials similar to those found in 
living organisms.

Intelligent actuators with 
the ability to interact with the 
environment have become 
an emerging topic. 

Scientists from the Shen-
zhen Institutes of Advanced 
Technology, Chinese Aca-
demy of Sciences were ins-
pired by chameleons, which 
can adjust their skin color to 
communicate and disguise 
during locomotion.

According to Du Xuemin, 
the leading researcher, cha-
meleons adjust a lattice of 
light-reflecting nanoparticles 
in their upper layer of skin 
cells to adapt to the changing 
environment. By mimicking 

this mechanism, they deve-
loped a new material for crea-
ting actuators that can sense 
the changing environment 
and exhibit vivid color altera-
tions.

Although similar materials 
have been developed befo-
re, the actuator shows faster 
color changes and longer en-

durance compared with pre-
vious prototypes, Du said.

Besides the color altera-
tion, the actuator can perform 
programmable shape trans-
formations. By mimicking 
the movements of snakes 
and earthworms, scientists 
designed a soft robot that can 
perform complex motions as 

well as change color instanta-
neously.

Scientists demonstrate the 
actuation processes of a ro-
tating pinwheel and a flower 
with color changes, as well as 
a worm-like walker that can 
move forward straight and 
rhythmically with dynamic 
color changes.

Du said these actuators 
may provide inspiration for 
further development in va-
rious research fields, inclu-
ding sensors, robotics and 
smart systems.

“The color-changing ma-
terial can be used as the skin 
of a humanoid robot. The 
face of the robot may turn red 
when it is shy or angry, which 
make it more lifelike and inte-
ractive,” Du said.

As a researcher dedicated 
to functional materials, Du 
has also developed several 
bio-inspired materials, inclu-
ding sensing and actuating 
materials that mimick the 
behavior of the plant mimo-
sa. DB/XINHUA
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Beijing rejects one demand that could 
help ease Hong Kong protests

THE U.S. government yes-
terday stepped up its war-

nings to travelers to Hong Kong 
because of increasing violence 
surrounding pro-democracy 
protests in the Chinese city.

The State Department’s Le-
vel 2 travel advisory issued 
yesterday urges “increased 
caution in Hong Kong due to 
civil unrest” and tells travelers 
to avoid demonstrations and 
to “exercise caution if unex-
pectedly in the vicinity of large 
gatherings or protests.”

The protests, sparked two 
months ago by proposed ex-
tradition legislation, have 
morphed into calls for broader 
democratic reforms in the for-
mer British colony, along with 
the resignation of Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam and investiga-
tions into alleged police abuse 
of force.

The territory’s crucial travel 
industry has suffered as tou-
rists put off their visits, with 
Australia, Ireland, Britain, and 
Japan having also issued travel 

advisories to their citizens.
Hong Kong police say a to-

tal of 589 people have been 
arrested in the protests since 
June 9, ranging in age from 13 
to 76. They face charges in-
cluding rioting, which allows 
for prison terms of up to 10 
years. 

On several occasions, pro-
testers have also been attacked 
by unknown persons believed 
to be linked to organized crime 
groups, while police took little 
action to stop them. MDT/AP

IAIN MARLOW 
& BLAKE SCHMIDT

T
HE Chinese authori-
ties acknowledge Hong 
Kong’s unrest is the 
worst since they regai-

ned the former British colony 
22 years ago. Yet they have so far 
denied a key protester demand 
that even Beijing sympathizers 
support.

On Wednesday, the head of 
China’s top agency overseeing 
the city rejected an independent 
inquiry into the unrest, one of 
the few protester requests with 
support from business leaders 
and others who typically back 
the government. Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office Director 
Zhang Xiaoming told a gathering 
of city representatives that the 
disturbances must end before 
any investigation, according to 
Michael Tien, a pro-establish-
ment Hong Kong lawmaker who 
was at the event.

“They spent the whole mor-
ning stating the central govern-
ment’s stance: There’s no room 
for any compromise,” said Tien, 
adding that he was hopeful Bei-
jing might eventually reconsider. 
“This is a long battle.”

The response shows how po-
sitions have hardened in recent 
days as some radical protesters 
focus their attacks on symbols of 
Chinese sovereignty and oppo-
sition figures accuse the gover-
nment of colluding with stick-
-wielding mobs. After two mon-
ths of unrest - including marches 
of more than 1 million and the 
ransacking of the city’s legislatu-
re - Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
has refused to satisfy the protes-
ters’ main requests.

While the largely leaderless 
demonstrators have circulated 
numerous lists of demands, calls 
for some kind of independent in-
quiry feature high on most. The 
suggestion has been endorsed by 
pro-Beijing lawmakers, foreign 
governments and others sympa-
thetic to the establishment, with 
the American Chamber of Com-
merce calling for an “internatio-
nally credible” investigation.

The protests initially began in 
opposition to Lam’s legislation 
that would allow extraditions to 
mainland China and have since 
expanded into broad complain-
ts about the Beijing-appointed 
government. Increasing clashes 
between demonstrators and po-
lice have prompted calls for an 
investigation into authorities’ 
use of force, while others want a 
more general probe of the unrest 
and its causes.

“People are saying and I’ve 

said it publicly, we need an in-
dependent inquiry,” said Allan 
Zeman, chairman of Lan Kwai 
Fong Holdings Ltd. An investiga-
tion could help “to settle things 
down. Because it has morphed 
into something beyond the bill. 
The bill is gone. It’s now about 
unhappiness.”

Although Lam has declared 
the extradition legislation “dead,” 
she has refused to formally with-
draw the bill, meaning it could be 
resurrected with little notice. She 
has said that specific grievances 
against the police would be re-
viewed by a complaints council 
dominated by pro-establishment 
appointees.

“Some people may not agree 
with our response, but we have 
considered every factor involved 
and come up with the response 
that we have made,” Lam told a 
news briefing Monday. The poli-
ce have denied links to groups of 
men that have attacked protes-
ters in recent days, calling on all 
sides to refrain from violence.

Protesters argue government 
intransigence has helped sustain 
their movement through nine 
straight weeks of rallies, mar-
ches, sieges and strikes, inclu-
ding a successful citywide effort 
Monday to disrupt train services 
and commercial flights. Several 
strike participants told Bloom-
berg News they decided to join 
after Lam’s briefing, in which she 
vowed a firm police response, 
without signaling any new con-
cessions.

The Hong Kong government 

has appointed several “commis-
sions of inquiry” before and after 
its return to Chinese rule, inclu-
ding an investigation into vio-
lent labor disputes in Kowloon 
in 1966. The remarks by Zhang, 
China’s top government official 
overseeing Hong Kong, came 
during a gathering of city repre-
sentatives in Shenzhen, in which 
the lawmaker Tien advocated an 
inquiry.

Zhang said that such an in-
quiry was inappropriate while 
the disturbances were ongoing, 
but one could be considered af-
ter the protests subsided. He des-
cribed the unrest as the worst the 
city had experienced since the 
1997 handover, an assertion few 
would question.

“It won’t serve any useful 

purpose if it’s just to apportion 
blame or to point the finger at 
the police,” pro-establishment 
lawmaker Regina Ip said in an in-
terview in her office on Tuesday, 
a copy of the 1966 inquiry report 
sitting on the desk. “And if you 
want reconciliation, it can’t be 
done now, when violence is on-
going.”

The refusal to consider an in-
quiry illustrates Beijing’s deter-
mination not to show any weak-
ness against the protesters, some 
of whom have defaced the na-
tional emblem, destroyed flags 
and chanted pro-independence 
slogans. Still, supporters coun-
ter that an inquiry would help 
Chinese President Xi Jinping buy 
time - six months or more.

Some, such as Hong Kong 

Baptist University President Ro-
land Chin, have suggested a “tru-
th commission” that wouldn’t 
apportion blame. The investi-
gation might at least help dees-
calate confrontations between 
protesters and police, supporters 
say.

Opposition lawmaker Claudia 
Mo, who has been a prominent 
participant in several of the lar-
gest protest marches, said she 
worried it was too late to mount 
an investigation that was viewed 
with credibility.

“The effectiveness, if any, 
would be cut by about half, but 
I personally hope they would do 
that,” Mo said. “It could provide 
an opportunity for a more de-
cent climb down, without a loss 
of face.” BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG
US urges increased caution 
for American visitors 

An arrested woman is taken away by police officers during a face off at Sham Shui Po district
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CORPORATE BITS
Sands China prepares community for typhoon season

The Young Chef Challenge is 
back for the third year on Sep-
tember 3-5 2019, when Sea-
food Expo Asia opens its doors 
at the Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre.

The Young Chef Challenge, 
which debuted in 2017, aims 
to nurture young culinary ta-
lents and promote sustainable 
seafood options.

Seafood Expo Asia is the re-

Sands Cares Ambassadors 
helped to pack emergency 
typhoon response kits at the 
Macau Red Cross headquar-
ters on Aug. 1  and distributed 
them to residents living in low- 
lying areas on August 6. The 

Young Chef Challenge returns to HK for third year
 Hong Kong ranks second in 

terms of seafood consump-
tion in Asia, and is the world’s 
eighth largest seafood con-
sumption market, consuming 
65.5 kg per capita on avera-
ge each year. This number is 
more than three times higher 
than the global average.  

The Young Chef Challenge 
features a cook-off between 
six of Hong Kong’s top rising 
culinary talents, who are re-
quired to use sustainable sea-
food ingredients that are only 
revealed to them on the day 
of the live events.  They will be 
mentored by a panel of jud-
ges who will comment on their 
skills as well as their respon-
sible and sustainable culinary 
practices.

paid for with donations col-
lected at an employee event. 
Each kit contains a variety of 
emergency items packaged in 
a waterproof bag, including a 
radio, flashlight, first-aid pack 
and blanket, whistle, bottled 
water, biscuits, and other items, 
including an emergency res-
ponse leaflet provided by the 
government. 

President of the company, 
Wilfred Wong, said, “Sands 
China believes in helping the 
community, especially in times 
of need, and this initiative is one 
of those important efforts. We 
are thankful to the Macau Red 
Cross for their collaboration 
and to the Social Welfare Bu-
reau for their leadership in this 
area.”

gion’s leading showcase of 
the world’s premium seafood 
products, equipment and 
services as well the preferred 
industry meeting place for 
buyers and suppliers looking 
for the latest seafood indus-
try trends. Last year, the ex-
position attracted over 7580 
seafood professionals from 
68 countries and over 220 
exhibitors from 34 countries.

areas served were selected 
according to the Macau gover-
nment’s emergency response 
plan. A second batch of 500 
kits is planned for a later stage.

The first 500 kits, costing a 
total of MOP280,000, were 

Uber created a $6.1 billion Dutch 
weapon to avoid paying Taxes
UBER Technologies Inc., res-

ponding to a European cra-
ckdown on offshore tax havens, 
created a $6.1 billion Dutch tax 
deduction that will help the com-
pany reduce a chunk of its global 
tax bill for years to come.

San Francisco-based Uber ge-
nerated the outsized deduction 
before its initial public offering in 
May because it moved some of its 
offshore subsidiaries to different 
countries as a result of new Euro-
pean Union rules governing mul-
tinational companies.

The $6.1 billion deduction 
came through an increase in the 
value of intellectual property that 
Uber transferred between its of-
fshore subsidiaries, according 
to the company’s first quarterly 
filing. When an intangible asset 
increases in value, so do the tax 
deductions that come with its use 
over time.

“It’s safe to say that Uber will 
not be paying any taxes for the 
foreseeable future,” said Robert 
Willens, an independent tax and 
accounting expert in New York.

That $6.1 billion will be a 
cushion should the company 
ever turn a profit, allowing the ri-
de-hailing company, which has 
offices and subsidiaries in the Ne-
therlands, to winnow down the 
Dutch portion of its future global 
tax bill.

The windfall is only applicab-
le to the company’s tax bill in the 
Netherlands, a tax-reducing hub 
favored by multinational corpora-
tions. But it will certainly lower the 
company’s overall global tax bill if 
it becomes profitable. Meanwhile, 
the company can use its U.S. los-
ses to lower its U.S. tax bill.

Uber isn’t the only U.S. com-
pany that has moved operating 
units around the world in respon-

se to Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
rules. The OECD requires multi-
national companies to justify the 
business purpose of their offsho-
re operations. Low-tax countries 
like Singapore, Ireland and the 
Netherlands are becoming more 
desirable than no-tax Caribbean 
havens such as Bermuda.

Uber’s windfall was created last 
March when it pulled intellectual 
property out of a paper entity in 
Bermuda with no employees and 
put it into a Dutch entity that’s ul-
timately controlled by a holding 
company in Singapore. The Dut-

ch entity has dozens of other Uber 
entities under it, according to Ne-
therlands Chamber of Commerce 
documents.

But the size of the tax savings 
took experts by surprise.

Willens, the tax expert, called 
the $6.1 billion deduction “unu-
sual” relative to Uber’s roughly 
$73 billion market value. Another 
independent tax and accounting 
expert, Frank Vari in Boston, said 
he was “surprised” that the deduc-
tion was “that large.” The benefit 
reflected the lofty value that Uber 
had given its IP when it moved its 
subsidiaries to new locations.

An Uber spokesman said the 
shuffle was made to “meet the 
demands” of “the new global tax 
environment.” He referred to the 
OECD rules that aim to prevent 
technology and pharmaceuti-
cal companies from using paper 
companies to whisk profits ear-
ned in high-tax countries to low-
-tax and no-tax ones.

The spokesman, who asked 
not to be named, citing company 
policy, added that the shuffle also 
marked an end to Uber’s use of a 
different tax strategy, known as 
“Double Dutch.” That structure, 
which involves Dutch entities 

with no employees that funnel 
profits to havens, has been popu-
lar with multinationals in recent 
years and is now in the cross- 
hairs of European regulators.

Technology companies have 
always worked hard to keep their 
tax bills low. Amazon.com Inc.’s 
relatively small annual profits 
have allowed the e-commerce 
giant to shrink its tax payments 
while re-investing in new projec-
ts. That strategy has been a recipe 
for high growth and low tax pay-
ments.

In the U.S., Uber has tallied 
operating losses of more than $10 
billion over the last three years. 
Those losses will allow it to cut 
down its future U.S. tax bills. As 
of the end of last year, it repor-
ted U.S. net operating losses for 
future use of $5.1 billion for fe-
deral purposes and $4.4 billion 
for taxes in the states in which it 
operates.

Those losses, which reduce 
taxable income, would allow it to 
save around $1 billion in federal 
tax and around $220 million in 
state taxes, or a total of around 
$1.2 billion, Willens said. They’re 
in addition to the $6.1 billion Du-
tch buffer.

Before President Donald 
Trump’s 2017 tax law, companies 
could fully carry losses back two 
years and forward 20 years. Now, 
they can’t be carried back, and 
can offset only 80% of taxable in-
come.

Tax rates in the Netherlands 
and Singapore fall well below the 
new 21% US rate. The Nether-
lands has a top corporate rate 
of 25%, though income from in-
tangible property, like royalties 
and licensing fees, can be taxed 
at 7%. Singapore’s corporate rate 
is 17%, though some companies 
can winnow that down through 
incentives and other measures. 
Uber’s Netherlands-based IP is 
tied to royalties, licensing and 
trademarks that underpin its bu-
siness in 63 countries as of last 
year’s end. MDT/BLOOMBERG
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TERESA CRAWFORD 
& DON BABWIN, URBANA

THE father of a slain Chinese 
scholar who begged his dau-

ghter’s killer to reveal what he did 
with her remains said Wednesday 
that after learning her dismembe-
red body might be in plastic bags 
buried in a landfill under mounds 
of garbage, he understood that his 
family may never get to bury her 
back home in China.

There is “nothing we want 
more than to find our daughter 
and bring her home, [but] we un-
derstand that may be impossible,” 
Ronggao Zhang said through an 
interpreter at his family lawyer’s 
Urbana office. As he spoke to re-
porters, his wife, Lifeng Ye, sat 
weeping nearby, unable to bring 
herself to speak after just lear-
ning what had happened to the 
remains of her daughter, Yingying 
Zhang.

“We have decided to follow the 
Chinese custom and create a gra-
ve site here in America to honor 
Yingying’s memory,” said Rong-
gao Zhang.

The news conference came 
days after the family’s lawyer, Ste-
ve Beckett, announced that he 
had learned from Brendt Chris-
tensen’s defense team that Yin-
gying’s dismembered body was 
somewhere in a landfill, giving 
the family a sliver of hope that it 
could be found. But Beckett ex-
plained in gruesome detail on 
Wednesday why that might never 
happen, even suggesting that any 
remains “could be smaller than a 
cellphone.”

Christensen, 30, was convicted 
and sentenced to life in prison 
last month in the June 2017 kid-
napping and killing of Yingying 
Zhang, a 26-year-old University of 
Illinois graduate student who had 
recently arrived at the school’s fla-
gship Urbana-Champaign cam-
pus.

Beckett explained that after 
Christensen was convicted, pro-

secutors explained to the Zhang 
family and their lawyers what 
Christensen’s attorneys said he 
told them about what he had 
done.

“He told them after killing her, 
he placed her remains in three 
separate garbage bags,” Beckett 
said. He said Christensen told his 
attorneys that he tossed the bags 
into a dumpster near his apart-
ment before he disposed of her 
clothes, cellphone and other of 
her personal items in dumpsters 
around the area, which is about 
120 miles southwest of Chicago.

Sanitation workers emptied 
the dumpster that purportedly 
contained the victim’s remains a 
few days later and took the con-
tents to a landfill in the Danville 
area, where they were compacted 
“at least twice” before being taken 
to a private landfill and covered 
with least 30 feet of trash. He said 
that although authorities have a 
general idea of where the remains 
might be, recovering them would 
be expensive and difficult. Such 
an effort would also be compli-
cated by environmental rules re-
garding digging at landfills and 
the fact that the remains have cer-
tainly decomposed and are belie-
ved to be “very small in size.”

He said Christensen told his 
attorneys what he did with the re-
mains last November and the at-
torneys discussed offering to give 
the information to prosecutors 
in exchange for their agreement 
not to seek the death penalty. Pro-
secutors decided against it after 
determining there was no way of 
knowing if Christensen was te-
lling the truth if the body could 
never be found.

Beckett also said the defen-
se attorneys had to know that by 
making that information public, 
which the Zhang family despera-
tely wanted, would have alerted 
jurors deciding whether to spare 
Christensen’s life that he not only 
had decapitated her, he had also 
dismembered her. AP

Slain Chinese scholar’s 
dad says her body 
may never be found



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
09.08.2019 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 12
CHINA 中國

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

Beijing rebukes Aussie lawmaker 
for warning of China threat

Trump should court China reformers, 
ex-Obama official Russel says
 SYBILLA GROSS

THE U.S. would stand 
a better chance of 

tempering growing trade 
tensions with China if it 
tapped forces there who 
are pushing for economic 
reform, America’s former 
top diplomat for East Asian 
issues said.

The Trump administra-
tion has prioritized “under-
cutting” the world’s second- 
biggest economy instead 
of communicating proper-
ly and clouded the chances 
of China accommodating 
U.S. interests, Daniel Rus-
sel, vice president at the 
Asia Society Policy Institu-
te who served as Assistant 
Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs 

under President Barack 
Obama, told Bloomberg 
Television. He emphasized 
a need for compromise 
from both sides.

“You can’t communicate 
with your negotiating part-
ner through telepathy, you 
have to really talk,” he said 
from Sydney.

Washington has only 
occasionally managed 
the “appearance of tru-
ce” through unsuccessful 
meetings that favor hard 

trade leverage over enga-
gement, he added.

His comments came the 
week after President Do-
nald Trump said he would 
impose 10% additional ta-
riffs on the remaining $300 
billion worth of Chinese 
exports starting next mon-
th, after the two sides en-
ded their first face-to-face 
talks in three months wi-
thout progress. Beijing said 
it will retaliate.

Russel also warned that 
Chinese influence could 
grow and fill a regional va-
cuum left by the U.S. shou-
ld Trump opt out of partici-
pating in multilateral mee-
tings in Asia-Pacific.

“That’s problematic in 
part because China is sim-
ply not manifesting that 
kind of commitment to 
the rules-based order and 
a fair and open region that 
countries value,” he said.

Australia walks a fine 
line in the two powers’ dis-
pute - it’s a key U.S. ally in 

the region, but China is its 
top trading partner.

Reports last year 
showed the Chinese Com-
munist Party was covertly 
meddling with media, uni-
versities and lawmakers, 
triggering debate in Aus-
tralia over the societal cos-
ts of increased economic 
dependence on Beijing. 
Canberra then passed laws 
aimed at reducing Chinese 
meddling in national af-
fairs and barring Huawei 
from helping build its 5G 
network.

The country is best off 
finding its own voice sepa-
rate from the U.S. if it wan-
ts to avoid angering China, 
Russel said.

“If Australia can stake 
out a position not based 
on what the U.S wants, 
or tells it, to do, but ba-
sed on authentic Austra-
lian values and interests, 
I believe it can have the 
best of both worlds,” he 
said. BLOOMBERG

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

CHINA has rebuked an Aus-
tralian government lawmaker 

for saying that it threatens to di-
minish Australia’s sovereignty and 
freedoms.

Conservative Liberal Party 
lawmaker Andrew Hastie drew 
parallels in a newspaper column 
published yesterday between Chi-
na and Nazi Germany. It has been 
described in the media as the 

strongest condemnation of China 
by any member of Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison’s coalition.

Hastie, a former Special Air 
Service officer who chairs an in-
fluential parliamentary intelligen-
ce and security committee, wrote 
that almost every strategic and 
economic question facing Austra-
lia in the coming decades would 
be “refracted through the geopo-
litical competition” between its 
most important security partner, 

the United States, and its biggest 
trading partner, China.

“The next decade will test our 
economic values, our economy, 
our alliances and our security like 
no other time in Australian his-
tory,” he wrote.

He likened Australia’s rela-
tionship with China to France’s 
failure to recognize the threat po-
sed by Nazi Germany at the ou-
tbreak of World War II.

“Like the French, Australia has 

failed to see how mobile our au-
thoritarian neighbor had beco-
me,” he said.

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s 
view of the future is one in which 
“capitalism will be eclipsed,” Has-
tie wrote.

The Chinese Embassy in 
Canberra said in a statement that 
they “strongly deplore” Hastie’s 
commentary “which lays bare his 
Cold War mentality and ideologi-
cal bias.”

“It goes against the world trend 
of peace, cooperation and develo-
pment. It is detrimental to China-
-Australian relations,” the state-
ment said.

“History has proven and will 
continue to prove that China’s 
peaceful development is an 
opportunity, not a threat to the 
world,” it added.

Australia has angered China 
by passing laws that ban covert 
foreign interference in politics, 
blocking Chinese investment in 
critical energy infrastructure and 
by banning Chinese telecommu-
nications giant Huawei from in-
volvement in its next-generation 
5G networks.

Hastie wrote that Australia’s 
“greatest vulnerability lies not 
in our infrastructure, but in our 
thinking.”

“If we don’t understand the 
challenge for our civil society [...] 
then choices will be made for us,” 
he wrote.

“Our sovereignty, our free-
doms, will be diminished,” he 
added.

Morrison separated his govern-
ment’s China policy from Hastie’s 
views, saying that the lawmaker 
was not a member of his Cabinet.

Morrison said Hastie’s com-
ments did not jeopardize the bila-
teral relationship.

“Andrew, of course, is not a mi-
nister within the government and 
[...] he’s entirely entitled to provi-
de his perspective,” Morrison told 
reporters.

“What’s important is that the 
government maintains, I think, 
the very consistent approach that 
we have on these issues. We are 
very clear about what decisions 
we’ve taken in relation to that 
partnership we have with China,” 
he added. AP

Conservative Liberal Party lawmaker Andrew Hastie
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Japan OKs 1st export to South 
Korea under new trade curbs

MALAYSIA

Trackers use mom’s voice in London girl’s search
SYAWALLUDIN ZAIN, 
SEREMBAN

MALAYSIAN rescuers 
will play a recording 

of the voice of the mother 
of a 15-year-old London 
girl who mysteriously di-
sappeared from a forest re-
sort, as the search entered a 
fifth day yesterday and her 
family made an emotional 
appeal for support.

Negeri Sembilan state 
police chief Mohamad Mat 
Yusop said police have al-
ready made voice recordin-
gs of Nora Anne Quoirin’s 
mother and family mem-
bers. He said rescuers will 
play the recordings over 
loudspeakers while com-
bing the dense forest sur-
rounding the Dusun eco-re-
sort in the southern state.

“During the search, we 
will play the recordings as if 
her mother or the family is 

calling her. This is another 
method that we will try,” he 
told a news conference, ad-
ding it has been used before 
in other cases.

Indigenous trackers al-
ready began calling out the 
girl’s name in their hunt. 
Armed members of the Se-
noi Praq, a special police 
team comprising indige-
nous tribes famed for their 

forest tracking skills, shou-
ted “Nora!” as they waded 
through the hilly forest ter-
rain.

Quoirin’s family disco-
vered her missing Sunday 
morning from the resort co-
ttage and believes she was 
abducted. Police are trea-
ting her as a missing person 
but do not rule out a possi-
ble criminal element in her 

disappearance.
Mohamad said the res-

cue operation has been in-
creased to more than 260 
people working on shifts 
through the night. He said 
a police helicopter equi-
pped with thermal imaging 
cameras joined the search 
yesterday morning to try 
and detect the girl, whom 
police believe is still in the 
vicinity of the resort.

Drones and police ca-
nine teams have also been 
deployed and divers have 
searched through the only 
river running through the 
hill but so far found no-
thing, he said. Police recei-
ved some information from 
members of the public and 
are still investigating, he 
said, without giving details.

“We are still not giving 
up hope. Her family is also 
in strong spirits [...] we pray 
hard that she will be found 

soon,” he added.
Quoirin’s parents are an 

Irish-French couple and 
have lived in London for 
about 20 years, according to 
the Lucie Blackman Trust, a 
British charity that suppor-
ts people involved in crises 
overseas. Quoirin arrived 
with her family on Satur-
day for a two-week stay at 
the Dusun, a small resort 
located in a durian orchard 
next to a forest reserve 63 
kilometers south of Kuala 
Lumpur.

Investigators have ques-
tioned 20 people so far 
and said a forensic team is 
analyzing fingerprints fou-
nd in the cottage where the 
girl went missing.

Police have clarified that 
a window in the living room 
downstairs was left open, 
not one in the bedroom 
upstairs where the girl was 
sleeping with her two si-

blings. Her parents were 
in another room upstairs. 
Mohamad said the window 
was big enough for a person 
to squeeze through.

In a new video relea-
sed by the Lucie Blackman 
Trust, the girl’s aunt, Éa-
daoin Agnew, said the fa-
mily was devastated but still 
hopeful.

“This is extremely trau-
matic for the whole family. 
Meabh and Sebastien are 
devastated and too upset 
to speak themselves at this 
time,” she said, referring to 
the girl’s parents.

“But we must remain ho-
peful. And we ask everyone 
to keep Nora in their thou-
ghts and to continue to su-
pport the ongoing search 
for her. Nora is still missing, 
and she is very vulnerable, 
and we need to do every-
thing we can to bring her 
home,” she added. AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

JAPAN said yesterday it has 
granted its first permit for a 
South Korea-bound shipment 
of chemicals to produce hi-

gh-tech materials under Tokyo’s 
new export requirement that has 
increased tensions with Seoul.

Trade Minister Hiroshige Seko 
made a rare announcement of 
the approval, saying that officials 
determined that the transaction 
raised no security concerns. The 
move is apparently meant to calm 
South Korean anger over Tokyo’s 
export curbs and show there is no 
trade ban in place.

Japan imposed stricter controls 
on three key materials — fluorina-
ted polyimides, photo resists and 
hydrogen fluoride — that are used 
mainly by South Korea’s semicon-
ductor industry as of July 4. The 
rules also downgrade South Ko-
rea’s trade status beginning later 
this month.

Japanese chemical manufac-
turers have expressed concerns 
that case-by-case inspections may 
prolong the approval process and 
hold up production for their cus-
tomers.

The first approval came after 
about a month, faster than the 
standard 90 days.

“The permit merely demons-
trates that export licensing by the 
Japanese government is not arbi-

trary, and is granted to any legiti-
mate transactions that pass strict 
inspections,” Seko told reporters. 
“The step we took recently is not 
an export ban.”

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in remained cautious while 
expressing hope the impact of Ja-
pan’s measures won’t be as severe 
as Seoul had feared.

“Our government has planned 
for a worst-case situation since Ja-
pan converted its export approvals 
of the three materials to a case-by-
-case basis and has been preparing 
and announcing both short-term 
and long-term measures,” he said.

“Of course, Japan may not pro-
ceed with export restrictions and 
there might not be any actual 

damage caused [to South Korean 
companies]. But what hasn’t chan-
ged is that uncertainty is still alive.”

Yesterday, more than 100 peo-
ple gathered outside the Japane-
se prime minister’s residence in 
Tokyo to urge the government to 
reverse the downgrading of South 
Korea’s trade status and to apolo-
gize for wartime atrocities in an 

effort fix rapidly souring relations.
Holding up signs that said “No 

Abe,” the protesters, which inclu-
ded Christian groups and paci-
fists, said they feared for regional 
peace and stressed Japan has 
failed to fully apologize and com-
pensate victims for its 1910-1945 
colonialization of the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

The Japanese government po-
sition is that all compensation is-
sues are settled.

Nahoko Hishiyama, one of 
the protesters, said the hostility 
between the governments is in 
contrast to the healthy exchanges 
between their people, with many 
Japanese enjoying Korean pop 
music and cosmetics.

“We must truly repent our 
past,” she said.

Sungjae Kim, a minister and 
member of the National Christian 
Council in Japan, said an exhibit 
in Japan that included a statue re-
presenting a wartime Korean sex 
slave had received threats, when 
Japanese should have welcomed 
the exhibit if they were truly sorry.

A suspect in the threats was 
arrested yesterday, said lawmaker 
Mizuho Fukushima, who was also 
at the protest. She expressed hope 
the exhibit would reopen.

Earlier this month, thousands 
of people protested outside the 
Japanese Embassy in Seoul, car-
rying signs that read “Boycott Ja-
pan,” as well as “No Abe.”

South Korea says Japan is using 
trade to retaliate for its court de-
cisions ordering Japanese com-
panies to compensate Korean 
forced laborers before and during 
World War II. Japanese officials 
deny the export controls constitu-
te retaliation. AP
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Mayors urge Senate to return to 
Washington for gun bill vote
MATTHEW DALY & LISA 
MASCARO, WASHINGTON 

M
ORE than 200 
mayors, including 
two anguished by 
mass shootings in 

Texas and Ohio, are urging the 
Senate to return to the Capitol to 
act on gun safety legislation amid 
criticism that Congress is failing to 
respond to back-to-back shootin-
gs that left 31 people dead.

In a letter yesterday to Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
and the Democratic leader, Chuck 
Schumer, the mayors wrote, “Our 
nation can no longer wait for our 
federal government to take the ac-
tions necessary to prevent people 
who should not have access to fi-
rearms from being able to purcha-
se them.”

The mayors urged the Sena-
te to vote on two House-passed 
bills expanding background che-
cks for gun sales that passed that 
chamber earlier this year. It was 
signed by El Paso, Texas, Mayor 
Dee Margo, Dayton, Ohio, Mayor 
Nan Whaley and others where 
mass shootings have occurred, 

including Orlando and Parkland, 
Florida, Pittsburgh and Annapolis, 
Maryland.

“There is no worse thing that 
can happen to a city,” Whaley said 
of the weekend shooting that kil-
led nine people in Dayton. “We 
cannot allow this tragic event to 
fade from our memories without 
taking action. Politics has stood 
in the way of action for too long, 
and I can tell you politics seems 

very petty when it is your friends 
and neighbors who are injured or 
dead.”

The push comes as McCon-
nell, the Republican leader, resists 
pressure to recall senators from 
the congressional recess, despite 
wrenching calls to “do something” 
in the aftermath of the shootings.

Instead, the Republican lea-
der is taking a more measured 
approach, as GOP senators talk 

frequently among themselves and 
with the White House in the face of 
mounting criticism that Congress 
is failing to act.

President Donald Trump is pri-
vately calling up senators while 
publicly pushing for an expansion 
of background checks for firearms 
purchases, but McConnell knows 
those ideas have little Republican 
support. In fact, the White House 
threatened to veto a House-pas-
sed background checks bill earlier 
this year. Yet, as the nation reels 
from the frequency of shootings 
and their grave toll, McConnell’s 
unwillingness to confront the gun 
lobby or move more swiftly is co-
ming under scrutiny.

“I can only do what I can do,” 
the president told reporters Wed-
nesday as he departed Washing-
ton for visits to El Paso and Dayton 
to comfort victims and families 
and to praise first responders.

Ohio Democratic Sen. Sherrod 
Brown made a personal plea to 
Trump during his visit to “call on 
Sen. McConnell to bring the Se-
nate back in session this week, to 
tell the Senate he wants the back-
ground checks bill that has already 

passed the House.”
The politics of gun violence are 

difficult for Republicans, inclu-
ding McConnell, who would risk 
losing support as he seeks reelec-
tion in Kentucky if he backed res-
tricting access to firearms and am-
munition. Other Republicans, in-
cluding those in Colorado, Maine 
and swing states, also would face 
difficult votes, despite the clamor 
for some changes to gun laws.

“In Congress, we’re trying to 
come up with some answers,” 
Texas GOP Sen. John Cornyn, who 
is also up for reelection, said after 
donating blood in El Paso.

In Kentucky, where McConnell 
is recuperating from a shoulder 
fracture sustained in a weekend 
fall, activists have been demons-
trating at his home and protesting 
at his downtown Louisville office.

In the meantime, Trump conti-
nues to say there’s “great appetite” 
for background checks legislation.

But that is not the case, for now.
Instead, Republicans are trying 

to build support for more modest 
measures, including so-called 
red-flag bills from Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., and Sen. Marco 
Rubio, R-Fla., that would allow 
friends and family members to 
petition authorities to keep guns 
away from people deemed a 
threat to themselves or others. But 
those efforts are also running into 
trouble from conservatives, who 
worry about due process and in-
fringing on gun owners’ rights. AP
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TV canal macau this day in historycinema
cineteatro
08 - 14 Aug

CRAYON SHINCHAN 2019
room1
2:15pm
Director: Masakazu Hashimoto
Starring: Yumiko Kobayashi, Toshiyuki Morikawa, Miki Narahashi
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 100min

TOY STORY 4
room1
4:00pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

LINE WALKER 2
room1
4:30pm
Director: Jazz Boon
Starring: Nick Cheung, Peiyao Jiang, Louis Koo
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 110min

THE FAST & FURIOUS: HOBBS & SHAW
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45pm
Director: David Leitch
Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Jason Statham, Idris Elba
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 135min

DORAEMON THE MOVIE:
NOBITA’S CHRONICLE OF THE MOON EXPLORATION
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jeong-beom Lee, Shinnosuke Yakuwa
Starring: Wasabi Mizuta, Sang Hyun Uhm, Jung-jae Lee
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)

THE LION KING
room3
9:30pm
Director: J Jon Favreau
Starring:  Donald Glover, Beyoncé, Seth Rogen
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 118min
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23:15 
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim, Chef! Sr.1

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Corpo Clínico

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Portuguese In California

Livros com João Guedes (Repetição)

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Viagens em Série

Vote in the U.S.A

Amor Maior

TDM News 

O Costa do Castelo 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

A Southern California seaside community is in an 
uproar after a home was given a new paint job fea-
turing two huge emoji on a bright pink background.

Manhattan Beach residents railed against the 
makeover during a City Council meeting Tuesday ni-
ght, citing problems with spectators and asserting 
that it was done with bad intent.

One speaker called the paint job graffiti and ano-
ther said it was an attack on neighbors.

The new paint job appeared after neighbors repor-
ted the home was being used for short-term rentals 
and the homeowner was fined $4,000.

“This all got started because a neighbor was trying 
to help the city enforce the rules,” resident Dina Doll 
told the council.

The home in the city’s El Porto neighborhood 
stands out dramatically on a steep street that des-
cends toward a pleasant beach usually filled with 
surfers. Both bright yellow emoji are cross-eyed and 
have distinctly big eyelashes. One has a goofy ex-
pression with its tongue hanging out. The other has 
its mouth zippered shut.

Owner Kathryn Kidd told KABC-TV she didn’t rea-
lize short-term rentals weren’t allowed and she de-
nied the redecoration is retaliation.

“Oh no, no. Never,” she told the station, while ack-
nowledging that it may not fit in the neighborhood.

“Some people may like it,” she said. “Some people 
don’t like it.”

Giant emoji painted on house roil 
California Community

American forces have dropped an atomic bomb 
on Nagasaki - the second such attack on Japan in 
three days.

The bomb was dropped by parachute from an 
American B29 Bomber at 1102 local time.

It exploded about 1,625 ft (500m) above the grou-
nd and is believed to have completely destroyed 
the city, which is situated on the western side of 
the Japanese island of Kyushu.

In a statement issued from Guam, General Carl A 
Spaatz, Commander of the US Strategic Air Forces 
in the Pacific, said: “The second use of the atomic 
bomb occurred at noon, August 9, at Nagasaki.

“Crew members report good results. No further 
details will be available until the mission returns.”

American airmen flying many miles from Nagasaki 
have said smoke from fires in the city was rising 
50,000ft (15,240m).

Nagasaki is one of Japan’s most important ports 
providing vital access to and from Shanghai.

Three days ago a similar device was dropped on 
the city of Hiroshima on Japan’s largest island, 
Honshu.

The extent of the damage caused to Hiroshima 
is not yet known but Japanese broadcasts indicate 
that “enormous devastation” has been done.

No reaction to the Nagasaki attack has yet been 
given by Japan but pressure is growing on the 
country to surrender. Yesterday the USSR joined 
forces with the allies and declared war on Japan.

The Americans have also warned the Japanese 
people that further attacks of a similar nature will 
be made unless they petition their emperor to sur-
render.

More than three million leaflets were dropped over 
the country today from American aeroplanes war-
ning the Japanese people that more atomic wea-
pons would be used “again and again” to destroy 
the country unless they ended the war forthwith.

Courtesy BBC News

1945 atom bomb hits naGasaki

In context

Offbeat
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About 30% of Nagasaki, including almost all the in-
dustrial district was destroyed by the bomb and near-
ly 74,000 were killed and a similar number injured.
The bomb, nick-named “Fat Man” in a reference to 
Winston Churchill, measured just under 3.5m (11ft 
4in) in length, had the power of 22 kilotons of TNT 
and weighed 4,050kg (9,000lbs).
The attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were the first 
time atomic bombs had been used in warfare.
Residents of both cities are still suffering the physical 
and mental consequences of radiation to this day.
On 14 August Japan surrendered to the Allies.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Wound cover; 5- Air rifle ammo; 8- Porn; 12- Alas!; 13- Tough 

tests; 15- Roll-call response; 16- Yacht spot; 17- Aired again; 18- Sicilian sight; 
19- Hand tool; 22- They appear before U; 23- Service charge; 24- First name in 
architecture; 26- Diner; 29- Soldiers; 31- Sun or moon; 32- Caterpillar rival; 34- 
Fur scarf; 36- Tick off; 38- Intimidate; 40- Often; 41- Indian, e.g.; 43- Bite-the-
bullet type; 45- Give ___ rest; 46- Sudden; 48- Condiment; 50- Nobel Peace Prize 
city; 51- How Dry ___; 52- Down in the dumps; 54- Member of a French foreign 
corps; 61- Pennsylvania city; 63- Unspoken; 64- Growl; 65- Recognizes; 66- ___ 
evil...; 67- Ages; 68- “No Ordinary Love” singer; 69- Inquire of; 70- Loretta of 
“M*A*S*H”;
 
DOWN: 1- Drains; 2- In vogue; 3- From the U.S.; 4- Grief-stricken; 5- Uncle 
Remus title; 6- Adriatic port; 7- Eastern European; 8- Cow or doe; 9- Large city; 
10- Coffee dispensers; 11- Nipple; 13- 
Commanded; 14- Facial expression used 
by Elvis Presley; 20- Undesirable plant; 21- 
Classic cars; 25- Roster used to assign 
duties; 26- Writer Jong; 27- Physically fit; 
28- Brewer’s need; 29- Pavarotti, for one; 
30- Laziness; 31- Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre; 33- Groove; 35- Airport abbr.; 
37- Facial features lacked by snakes; 39- 
Connect with; 42- Void partner; 44- Family; 
47- Writers of verse; 49- Likenesses; 
52- Cong. meeting; 53- Field; 55- Greek 
goddess of the earth; 56- Frozen treats; 
57- Sty cry; 58- ___ pronounce you...; 59- 
Title bestowed upon the wife of a raja; 60- 
Formerly, formerly; 62- Jargon suffix; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Commerce is not an ideal thing 
to be involved in right now, 
especially if  you are interested in 
selling some of  your possessions. 
Your personal goods will not 
move as quickly as you think.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Using flattery in order to get what 
you want in life is a completely 
legitimate tactic, there is no doubt 
about it. But if  you use it too 
often, it will lose its value. Today, 
use flattery only as a last resort.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The recent developments in 
your romantic or private life will 
be right at the top of  your mind 
today, which could negatively 
affect your ability to focus on the 
work at hand. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your kookiest ideas are just 
so crazy that they might work 
today, so try not to edit yourself. 
Censoring what you contribute to 
the group at large might be your 
idea of  protecting your reputation.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Red tape is sticky stuff, so if  you 
are in the midst of  dealing with 
any type of  bureaucracy, beware: 
You could get stuck in the system. 
Diligence is your best bet, so keep 
calling the numbers you have.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Having more harmony in your life 
will help even out the tumultuous 
energy that’s been circling you 
for a few days. Aim for less tug 
of  war, and you’ll have a lot less 
stress.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
An exciting person comes back 
into your life today, and they 
have a special type of  invitation 
for you. It involves an unusual 
cultural experience, and it’s one 
you should accept if  you can.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
There are developing issues 
in one of  your non-romantic 
relationships, and you need to 
focus your energies on them 
before you can go off  and 
play.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t let them claim they are a 
generous person when they are 
merely manipulative. Helping 
other people must be done for its 
own sake - let them find someone 
else to use.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It represents the chance for an 
important opportunity, and 
should be your top priority right 
now. Your love life can wait. 
Today, you’ve got to take care of  
your own best interests first.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Beautiful words will hold extra 
entertainment value for you 
today, so do whatever you can 
to get into conversations with 
people who have wit and poetic 
abilities.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Learning takes time - you have to 
hear new things and experience 
new things over and over again 
before they sink in. You want to 
internalize this, down to your 
core.

  Aquarius Pisces
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THE case of a man 
arrested near Taylor 

Swift’s beachfront man-
sion in Rhode Island for 
carrying burglary tools 
has been dismissed by 
prosecutors.

A spokesman for the 
Rhode Island attorney 
general’s office tells 
WJAR-TV that they’ve 
“declined to pursue fi-
ling charges” against 
32-year-old David Page 
Liddle.

The Des Moines, 
Iowa, man was charged 

THE Oscars did it, 
and now the Emmys 

will too. There will be 
no host at the ceremony 
honoring TV’s best next 
month.

Fox Entertainment 
CEO Charlie Collier said 
Wednesday that going 
hostless allows more 
time to salute departing 
shows, including “Game 
of Thrones.”

The HBO fantasy 
saga, which ended its 
run this past season, is 
the top nominee with a 
record-setting 32 nomi-
nations.

Collier said producers 

ACTOR Danny Trejo 
played a real-life hero 

when he helped rescue a 
baby trapped in an over-
turned car after a collision 
at a Los Angeles intersec-
tion.

Authorities say two cars 
crashed Wednesday in the 
Sylmar neighborhood.

Video aired by KAB-
C-TV shows Trejo at the 
crash scene. Trejo says he 
crawled into the wrecked 
vehicle from one side but 
couldn’t unbuckle the 
child’s car seat from that 

with possession of bur-
glary tools and posses-
sion of a weapon other 
than a firearm after his 
arrest in Westerly on 
July 19.

Liddle told police he 
was looking to “catch 
up” with the singer be-
cause he knew her per-
sonally.

Swift’s security per-
sonnel said Liddle is 
on their watch list and 
had previously been 
accused of stalking 
her.

would have considered 
possible hosts and che-
cked on their availabili-
ty for the Sept. 22 cere-
mony. The Fox executive 
didn’t directly address 
whether anyone had de-
clined.

The Emmy show rota-
tes among the top broa-
dcast networks.

The Oscars ran into 
trouble when last year’s 
planned host, Kevin 
Hart, stepped down 
following a backlash 
over his past homopho-
bic tweets. The search 
for a replacement pro-
ved fruitless.

angle. He says another 
bystander, a young wo-
man, was able to undo the 
buckle.

Together they pulled the 
baby safely from the wre-
ckage.

The Los Angeles Fire 
Department says three 
people were taken to a 
hospital, and there were no 
life-threatening injuries.

The 75-year-old Tre-
jo, an L.A. native, is best 
known for playing the cha-
racter Machete from the 
“Spy Kids” series.

Danny Trejo helps 
save baby trapped in 
car in Los Angeles

Case dismissed against 
man arrested near 
Taylor Swift’s home
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Fox chief says Emmy 
Awards won’t have a 
host this year
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Tiger Woods has effect on 
Thai sports like few others

T
IGER Woods’ first vaca-
tion to Thailand was a 
lot different from when 
he goes there for work.

“No one knew who I was,” 
Woods said Wednesday with a 
smile.

That might be true when no 
one’s trying to bother him at a 
resort with his mother, children 
and girlfriend. Still, there’s no 
question Woods is one of Thai-
land’s most lauded sports heroes.

His mother was born and rai-
sed in Thailand. Since his first 
Masters win in 1997, Woods’ 
face has been plastered across 
Bangkok’s newspapers and te-
levision stations throughout his 
highs and lows.

Woods identified himself “Ca-
blinasian” — Caucasian, Black, 
American Indian and Asian — 
on “The Oprah Winfrey Show” in 
1997. Even so, he has always re-
ciprocated the special kinship he 
has with his Thai roots.

“We wanted to have at least 
one time where the kids got 
a chance to experience Thai-
land with my mom, and so it 
was special for all of us,” Woods 
said. “The fact that my kids got a 
chance to be with my mom in her 
home country was pretty special 
considering that that may never 
happen again.”

Woods has won his share of 
tournaments in the Southeast 
Asian country — he won the 1998 
and 2000 Johnnie Walker Classics 
in Phuket and Bangkok. The 1998 

victory was the most memorable 
— he started the final round ei-
ght shots behind Ernie Els, shot 
65 and beat him in a playoff. That 
remains his greatest final-round 
comeback.

And it was at the 1998 tourna-
ment in Phuket that Chuah Choo 

Chiang, senior director of com-
munications for the PGA Tour 
who has spent most of his career 
involved in Asian Tour golf, truly 
realized the impact Woods had 
on the region.

“As Tiger was about to win 
the tournament, one of the Thai 

players said, ‘Hey, it’s no pro-
blem, it’s a win for Thailand as 
well,’” Choo Chiang said. “And 
this was a professional on the 
Asian Tour.”

It was like that beyond the 
borders of Thailand, stretching 
all over the world. Woods has 

played in every continent except 
Antarctica — and returned with 
a trophy from each. His appeal 
is massive, and it is particularly 
strong across Asia.

Woods has played in Thailand, 
Japan, Taiwan, China, Malaysia, 
Turkey, Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 
The two tournaments he hosts 
have title sponsors from South 
Korea and India. He returns to Ja-
pan in October for an exhibition 
and for the Zozo Championship, 
the first PGA Tour event in Japan.

He played in his mother’s 
home country for the first time 
in 1997. According to a Sports 
Illustrated story, Woods landed 
in Bangkok after a 20-hour flight 
from Los Angeles. The plane’s 
first-class cabin was bombarded 
by cameras and journalists from 
four of the five national TV sta-
tions, who began broadcasting 
live. This was two months before 
he won the Masters, which set off 
the first phase of “Tigermania.”

To this day, Thailand’s frenzy 
for Tiger continues. According to 
Choo Chiang, the excitement le-
vels are the same — if not higher 
— especially since Woods won 
the Tour Championship at the 
end of last season and the Mas-
ters in April. It was his first major 
in 11 years.

“You see young kids in Thai-
land having the same reaction as 
to what kids had 20 years befo-
re,” Choo Chiang said. “They’re 
emulating his swing. They’re just 
in full awe of Tiger.” MDT/AP
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Fans recreate Beatles’ Abbey 
Road cover shot 50 years on

OPINION
Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

Russia The Defense 
Ministry said two 
people died and four 
others were wounded 
yesterday when a rocket 
engine exploded during 
a test.

France Workers in 
full protective gear 
began yesterday to 
decontaminate some 
Paris schools tested 
with unsafe levels of lead 
following the blaze at the 
Notre Dame Cathedral, 
as part of efforts to 
protect children from 
risks of lead poisoning.

Turkey An earthquake 
with an estimated 
magnitude of 6.0 
hit western Turkey 
yesterday, damaging 
homes and causing 
some injuries.

Poland The speaker of 
the Polish parliament 
said yesterday that he is 
resigning after a scandal 
erupted over his and his 
family’s frequent use of 
government planes.

Spain A Spanish 
humanitarian boat 
that has been carrying 
121 migrants for a 
week in the central 
Mediterranean awaiting 
a safe port to dock has 
asked Spain, France and 
Germany for help.

UK A teenager accused 
of throwing a 6-year-old 
French boy from a 10th-
floor viewing platform at 
London’s Tate Modern 
art gallery will undergo 
psychiatric assessment 
before he stands trial 
next year.

USA With one hand 
resting on the mane 
of a sturdy Mongolian 
horse, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper 
invoked the name of 
one of America’s great 
soldiers as he sought to 
strengthen the military 
bonds between the 
U.S. and this landlocked 
democracy sandwiched 
between Russia and 
China.
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It was 50 years ago yesterday, that The Beatles caused a traffic delay.
And hundreds of fans of the Fab Four gathered yesterday at 

a crosswalk in London’s St. John’s Wood neighborhood immor-
talized on the “Abbey Road” album to recreate the cover photo 
half a century after it was taken.

At 11:35 a.m. on Aug. 8, 1969, Iain Macmillan photographed 
John, Paul, George and Ringo striding single-file across the bla-
ck-and-white “zebra” crossing outside Abbey Road Studios whi-
le a police officer stopped traffic.

Used as the cover of the band’s penultimate studio album, it 
became one of the most famous images in music history.

The spot remains a place of pilgrimage for Beatles fans from 
around the world.

“Every hour of every day there are fans on the crossing,” said 
Beatles tour guide Richard Porter, who organized yesterday’s 
commemoration. “I’ve seen lots of different sights on the cros-
sing, too, from couples having their wedding photos taken to 
people going across naked.”

Vulnerable 
expatriates in crisis

Beyond the glamour and the rewards of an expatria-
te life there are inevitable difficulties caused by stresses 
of adjusting to a strange environment.  Where personal 
stress and insecurities meet lack of support and igno-
rance of the local context, there can lie the dark side of 
overseas work. 

This Dark Side is the subject of a paper published in the 
Journal of Global Mobility this week by four global autho-
rities in expatriate research.  The title suggests that when 
mismanaged and poorly understood, expatriation can 
be a “highway to hell” for the expatriate, their families 
and the organisations they work for.

McNulty, Lauring, Jonasson and Selmer take examples 
of expatriates in Singapore who have lost their way onto 
pathways of crisis. In newspapers and online between 
2013 and 2018, the writers found stories of poorly beha-
ving expatriates which ended badly, often with more 
than one tragic outcome: death, injury, imprisonment, 
job loss, deportation, statelessness, forced repatriation, 
destitution, and separation or divorce. Excluding non-
-preventable crises such as cancer and accidents, an 
analytical review of 85 cases suggest that there are uni-
que sets of characteristics that can cause problems spe-
cifically for expatriates.

There are many cases similar to that of the German 
CEO who attacked a taxi-driver for refusing to drive him 
because he was drunk: assaulting providers of public 
transport services in Singapore is a jailable offence. The 
CEO was charged, convicted and sent to jail. 

The tragic story of an attempted murder-suicide which 
ended in the death of a five-year-old and the jailing of 
the Belgian father for culpable homicide is a reminder 
of how badly acrimonious divorces and family law cases 
across borders can go. The stresses of drawn-out and 
emotive legal battles, more so in jurisdictions far from 
home, can impact so detrimentally on psychological 
health. 

In all 85 cases, the crises are man-made and could 
have been avoided. These are the kinds of stories, even 
in Macau, that are told of drunken colleagues with a 
“he should have known better” post-script. Oftentimes, 
however, expatriates really do not know any better. They 
are uninformed or remain blissfully ignorant of appro-
priate behaviours and responses, or worse, arrogantly 
and presumptively take the position that the local way 
makes no sense, or the normal requirements do not 
apply to them and they can get away with bad or even 
illegal acts. Euphemistically known as moral flexibility, 
morals that people at home would abide by are relaxed 
when expatriates are under stress and presented with 
temptations and that may temporarily relieve day-to-
-day stresses.  Illicit relationships or abusive consump-
tion of alcohol and drugs - that in these cases triggered 
other greater and far reaching consequences - are easier 
to justify when people become aware through exposure 
to other cultures that the morals they grew up with are 
not absolute.

These expatriate crises are said to be problems born of 
poor person-environment fit: it could be a lack of know-
ledge of or poor adjustment to the local place, or even a 
new-found awareness of not being able to act as a fully 
functioning adult given the cultural and/or linguistic di-
fferences. This then can trigger a series of events leading 
to shattering crises. 

The main sources of support are the people that expa-
triates have day-to-day contact with. These can, howe-
ver, also be the causes of conflict: a family can sense pro-
blems early and support the expatriate, but just as easily 
become dysfunctional. The social tendency to live in “ex-
patriate bubbles”, while offering comfort, can further iso-
late expatriates from local knowledge. Companies could 
offer numerous forms of support, but may relinquish any 
duty of care, choosing to protect their own reputations. 

Recognition by those around of an expatriates’ initial 
small errors and stressors, and timely intervention be-
fore they turn into maladaptive behaviours may be key 
to minimising expatriate crises.

Fox’s Carlson calls 
white supremacy ‘a hoax’

FOX News Channel host 
Tucker Carlson faced 

criticism Wednesday for 
declaring white suprema-
cy “a hoax,” the same day 
President Donald Trump 
visited El Paso, Texas, after 
a white gunman who had 
written an anti-Hispanic 
rant killed 22 people.

Carlson has faced cri-
ticism before for his com-
mentary, including 
a statement that im-
migration has made 
America dirtier. His 
remarks Tuesday 
came with the nation 
rubbed raw by two 
weekend mass shoo-
tings and increased 
concerns by law en-
forcement officials 
about violence atta-
ched to white natio-
nalism.

“He has used his plat-
form to push out prejudi-
ce,” said Jonathan Green-
blatt, CEO and national 
director of the Anti-Defa-
mation League. “I think it’s 
disgusting and I don’t think 
it deserves a place on a ma-
jor news network.”

Fox News Channel re-
presentatives did not im-
mediately return messages 
seeking comment on Wed-
nesday.

Carlson’s prime-time 
show routinely draws 
more than 3 million 
viewers on weeknights, 
second only to Sean Han-
nity on Fox News. Episo-
des of his program landed 
among the Nielsen com-
pany’s list of Top 20 shows 
last week for both broad-

cast and cable television.
On Tuesday, he dismis-

sed the concept of white 
supremacy as a serious 
problem for the country.

“The combined mem-
bership of every white su-
premacist organization 
— would they be able to 
fit into a college football 
stadium?” Carlson said. “I 
mean, seriously. This is a 

country where the average 
person is getting poorer, 
where the suicide rate is 
spiking.”

Adopting a low, mo-
cking voice, he said, “’Whi-
te supremacy, that’s the 
problem.’ This is a hoax, 
just like the Russia hoax. 
It’s a conspiracy theory 
used to divide the country 
and keep a hold on power. 
That’s exactly what’s going 
on.”

He said he’d “never met 
anybody who ascribes to 
white supremacy. I don’t 
know a single person who 
thinks this is a good idea. 
They’re making this up. It’s 
a talking point that they 
can use in this election cy-
cle.”

The ADL’s Greenblatt 
said that it was “incredibly 

irresponsible to even make 
such a statement while we 
are still burying people 
who were gunned down by 
a white supremacist.”

In congressional tes-
timony recently, Michael 
McGarrity, the FBI’s top 
counterterrorism official, 
said that his organization 
was conducting roughly 
850 domestic terrorism in-

vestigations. White 
supremacists and 
other domestic ter-
rorists were being 
arrested more of-
ten, and causing 
more deaths, than 
international terro-
rists, he said.

On Sunday af-
ter the shootin-
gs in El Paso and 
Dayton, Ohio, a 

group of former National 
Security Council counter-
terrorism directors issued 
a statement calling on the 
government to address do-
mestic terrorism with the 
same dedication it used to 
attack international risks 
following the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks.

Three of 65 killings 
committed in the United 
States in 2016 by people 
associated with bigoted or 
extremist ideologies were 
by white supremacists or 
the far right, according to 
the Center for the Study 
of Hate and Extremism at 
Cal State-San Bernardino. 
Last year, 17 of 22 such 
killings involved white su-
premacists or the far right. 
The numbers will be hi-
gher this year, the center 
said. MDT/AP

”It’s a conspiracy 
theory used to 

divide the country 
and keep a hold 

on power.
TUCKER CARLSON


