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“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

IENG WENG FAT, A MEMBER OF THE
CULTURAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE,
WANTS AN EXCLUSIVE FUND TO SUPPORT
MACAU’S TRANSLATION WORK
China-India Top Indian
and Chinese diplomats
have met in Beijing amid
increased tensions over
New Delhi’s move to
change the legal status
of territory it controls in
Kashmir, part of which
China claims as its own.
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Indonesia U.S. President
Donald Trump’s son
(pictured) and his
Indonesian business
partner say a theme park
that also features a Trump
hotel and condos will
no longer have Chinese
financing.

Malaysia Police say
rescuers have found
a body near where a
15-year-old London girl
was reported missing.
AP PHOTO

More on p12

North Korea UN experts
say they are investigating
at least 35 instances in 17
countries of North Koreans
using cyberattacks to
illegally raise money
for weapons of mass
destruction programs —
and they are calling for
sanctions against ships
providing gasoline and
diesel to the country.
Australia’s tarnished
reputation as a bastion
of press freedom came
under further attack
yesterday, with media
executives telling a
parliamentary inquiry
there are many laws that
criminalize journalism in a
country plagued by an air
of official secrecy.
More on backpage

Hong
Kong
Airport
returns to
calm after
protests

Most protesters
and police have
left Hong Kong
Airport after a
second day of
demonstrations
that caused
mass flight
cancellations at
the busy transport
hub
P8-9
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Cultural consultant wants fund
for Macau’s translation work

Overcharging
dropped 95.48% in July
In July, 61 taxi offences were
recorded by the Public Security
Police Force, representing 88.16%
decrease compared to July 2018.
The marked decrease is said to be
related to the implementation of
the city’s new taxi law, which came
into effect on June 3. In July 2018,
the number of violations related
to overcharging, refusing to take
passengers and other violations
were 332, 101 and 82, respectively.
In total, 515 taxi infractions were
recorded in July 2018. Year-on-year
decreases of 95.48% (15 cases),
86.14% (14 cases), and 60.89%
(32 cases) were recorded for
overcharging, refusing to transport
passengers and other violations
respectively.

IAS to launch two
levels of shelter
opening instructions
The Social Affairs Bureau (IAS) will
set up instructions for the opening
of emergency shelters during
different typhoon levels. In total,
there will be two levels. The first
level will be adopted when the city
hoists signal T8 or above, with four
emergency centers opening in this
case. The emergency centers are
Ilha Verde Refuge Center, Macao
Federation of Trade Union Workers
Stadium, Taipa and Coloane Social
Service Center (Taipa Branch), and
Academy of Public Security Forces.
Under the second level, when the
government initiates an emergency
evacuation from low places, all 17
centers, four meeting points and
other shelters during emergency
evacuation will be open.

JULIE ZHU

I

ENG Weng Fat, a member
of the Cultural Consultative Committee of the government, wants an exclusive fund
to support Macau’s translation work with full force.
During yesterday’s International Forum on the “Cultural
Mission of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater
Bay Area,” Ieng delivered a
presentation titled “The Mission of Macao as ‘One Base’ –
Translation and Transmission
Help Communication.”
“[China] established Chinese centers around the world,
taking a main measure to tell
people what we are. That is the
main strategy to export Chinese culture. The effectiveness
of this method is flawed,” said
Ieng, adding “I recommend we
use the strategy of ‘understating what other ethnicities are’
in order to communicate.”
To achieve the aforementioned goal, Ieng believes that Macau specifically should be responsible for translating foreign
books to allow GBA residents to
learn about other countries.
“Macau’s GDP per capita is
number one in the Greater Bay
Area. Macau should take this as
an advantage,” said Ieng, adding that “the SAR government
should provide capital to estab-

lish a translation fund to invite
translators from targeted countries to co-complete this task.”
According to Ieng, the SAR
government should set up the
fund through local higher education institutions, which will
be the managing body behind
the fund. Schools could then
set up different programs to
outsource the translations,
with all costs being fully covered by the fund.
In addition, after the translation, a jury constituted by
academic organizations from

involved countries and regions
could select translation products for final publication.
Macau could hold 10 years of
copyrights of all the translated
and published books and their
by-products, Ieng proposed.
The books are suggested to
be localized in Portuguese, or
in languages from Southeast
Asia. In addition, the fund is
also proposed to fully sponsor
translations of writers from the
GBA.
The fund should have a life
span of 10 years for each phase.

“Each year, if [Macau] translates 10 books, then, in 10 years,
there will be 100 books. The
total cost will be just several
millions of patacas. It is a good
investment deal,” said Ieng.
Aside from being a member of the cultural consultative committee, Ieng is a Master’s student supervisor at the
University of Macau, a visiting
professor of Macao Polytechnic Institute, and a member
of more than five associations.
Ieng has authored several
books about Macau’s history.
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The Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro, commonly known by its Chinese “short
name” San Ma Lo (New Road), is the main avenue in the heart of the
Peninsula.
Some 600 meters long, the avenue’s construction began in 1915 to create a
proper connection between inner and outer harbor areas, passing through
the old residential and commercial area of the city that now comprises part
of the Macau Historical Center.
Before that, the avenue was formerly a part of a narrow network of busy
alleys that created a difficult connection between the two sides of the city.
By order of the governor, the buildings and hills alongside the alleys were
altered or demolished for the construction of the avenue, giving way to
the construction of most of the other buildings we see alongside it, mostly
dating from the early 1920s.
Contrary to common belief, Almeida Ribeiro was not a governor of Macau
and according to the records of priest-cum-historian Monsignor Manuel
Teixeira, he was never in Macau. The name of the Avenue stems from the
fact that, at the time, he was serving as Minister of Colonies of Portugal,
being the official who released the required money to expropriate the land
and houses that were demolished to make way to the street. RM
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Sulu Sou and other members of New Macau showing their list of requests at Ho Iat Seng’s campaign office

Universal suffrage a consensus
between democrats and Ho Iat Seng

ANTHONY LAM

P

RO-DEMOCRACY New
Macau
Association
(ANM) met with Chief
Executive (CE) sole-candidate Ho Iat Seng yesterday. The
democrats brought along a total
of eight requests, covering five
areas, which the ANM hopes the
candidate, if elected, can work on
during his term in office.
The requests include: “Reactivate political reform towards universal suffrage”, “Submit major

expenditure to the AL for approval”, “Attend questioning sessions
more frequently”, “Open up consultative committees and introduce direct election”, “Safeguard
the autonomy of the SAR and our
fundamental rights”, “Introduce
legislation for labor union rights and right to strike”, “Introduce
new public housing such as youth hostels”, and “Introduce urban
renewal and flood control infrastructure”.
Represented by lawmaker Sulu
Sou, the group held a press con-

ference after the meeting. First of
all, the lawmaker said both the
ANM and Ho agreed that Beijing’s
authority in political reform is a
consensus, while the SAR’s responsibility to promote change is
another matter.
“The SAR has been established
for 20 years already. If we keep
waiting, we can’t tell whether we
can realize universal suffrage on
or before 2049,” said Sou, reiterating that there is not much time
left for Macau to attain universal
suffrage. There are only 30 years

Candidate admits that enhancing
national education needs time   
T

HE almost-next Chief Executive of Macau, Ho Iat Seng,
has admitted that enhancing
national education in Macau
needs time and should not be
rushed.  Earlier this week, during
his meeting with representatives
of the social services sector, Ho
was questioned about Macau’s
national education.
He said that enhancing national education in Macau must
be done carefully and to not try
to change residents’ opinions in
a short time.  Despite this, Ho
nevertheless noted that national
and patriotic education should
be strengthened in Macau. He
also made further comments on
Hong Kong’s “missing” national
education.  Ho stated that Hong

Kong’s recent peaceful protests
pained him, and he believes that
the reason why these protests
are occurring in Hong Kong is attributable to the absence of national education, which should
be enhanced in the neighboring
SAR.
Ho agreed that a patriotic
education model base should
be established in Macau to allow
youth to understand the country’s glory and its past suffering.
Ho, who used to have Portuguese nationality, believes that national education should begin at
an early age to enhance people’s
patriotism.
“We can never forget that we
are Chinese. Macau must enhance history education, especially

modern history education, to let
young people learn that it was
difficult for the country to reach
its present development status,”
said Ho.  Ho expressed that Macau should continue to organize
local youth visits to mainland
China.
In addition, during Ho’s meeting with the Overseas Chinese
Association, Ho was congratulated for being “already elected.”
Lau Ngai Leong, president of
the association congratulated
Ho for “being elected with the
highest number of votes.” Lau
complimented Ho’s political
platform for its wide coverage,
for being down-to-earth, and for
attaching great importance to livelihood. JZ

left in the 50 year timeframe stated in the Basic Law.
Sou said Ho promised that
universal suffrage will not be ruled out in his tenure.
The pro-democracy lawmaker
hinted that Ho will only disclose
an eventual political reform proposal if previously approved by
the Central Government. He is,
according to Sou, willing to take
all the blame for any shortcomings regarding this matter.
However, Ho also told the ANM
delegates that perhaps political

reform would be proposed or initiated by the younger generations.
As a 10 year veteran in the legislature, Ho told Sou that he “understood the requests of the legislature and how much lawmakers
wanted the government to be
scrutinized.”
Therefore, Sou was promised that the next CE would increase his participation in the
AL’s inquiry sessions. As such,
lawmakers can communicate directly with the head of the administration.
Ho said that he will instruct his
officials to explain major public
projects to AL sessions, such as
the RMB20 billion Guangdong-Macau Development Fund announced last year and the MOP60-billion budget request for the
new public investment company
this year.
Sou said that Ho had wondered why the latter stirred up controversy in society. According to
Sou, Ho questioned, “Why didn’t
the government request an additional item in this year’s budget,
similar to what they did for the
Development Fund?” Ho also
explained to Sou that he did not
have access to the bill, as he had
then resigned from the AL.
This was the first time a CE
candidate met with the ANM. Sou
hopes if Ho makes it to the top
post, such meetings can become
regular. If so, the ANM expects to
make in-depth exchange on all
the five areas.
The time allocated and used
for each topic fluctuated significantly. Sou said only a couple of
minutes were spent discussing
the trade union legislation. “Ho
told us, ‘You know me. I said it
would be done, and it should be
done,’” said Sou. Ho has pointed
out that Macau is the only place
in China without a dedicated law
governing trade unions.

Ho says ‘sharing pork
barrel’ not his style

C

HIEF Executive candidate
Ho Iat Seng has said that sharing “pork barrel” is not part of his
personality, stressing that he will
do his job fairly.
Ho used the term in Chinese, which is almost identical to
its English equivalent, “the pork
barrel.” He has also used another
term, “pie sharing,” yet another
nearly identical pair between English and Chinese.
However, on another occasion, a representative of the Macao Jiangmen Communal Society, Lo Choi In, misunderstood the
terms and posed a question to
the CE candidate.
Even though she stood with
Ho on the matter of pie sharing,
she pointed out that a lot of grassroot movements and disadvantaged residents require “the govern-

ment’s pie” to survive. She hoped
the government would maintain
its policy of “distributing pies” to
these residents -- in a reference to
the government annual handout.
The CE candidate immediately provided the right definition,
stating that “‘pie sharing’ and
‘pork barrel sharing’ imply benefits being allocated to those not
deserving of them.” He also suggested the representative endeavor to better understand political
terminology.
In addition, Ho said even without “pie sharing,” disadvantaged groups will also be taken
care of.
Ho also clarified that he is
not planning to overthrow the
“social housing first” policy. He
will rely on data to make housing policies. AL
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TSI rules against A night at the museum
extradited
A
suspect

T

HE Court of Second Instance (TSI) has ruled
against a defendant who tried
to appeal the decision of the
local courts regarding crimes committed by him while serving time for another
crime at the Coloane Prison.
The case goes back to 1998,
when the defendant was serving time in the Coloane Prison
and was involved in a series of
attacks towards other inmates,
causing the deaths of three of
them and leaving one severely
injured.
After serving the sentence,
and while waiting for the trial,
the defendant took advantage
of the lack of enforcement of
coercive measures imposed by
the judiciary authorities to flee
to the Mainland, where he was
only found last February, almost 21 years later. He has now
been delivered to the Macau
authorities by the Mainland judiciary counterparts.
Extradited to the region to
face murder charges, the defendant appealed from the dead

cision of the courts that had
sentenced him in absentia to
imprisonment of 10 years and
six months in accumulation,
for two counts of murder and
one serious offense to physical
integrity.
The defendant had appealed from such a decision to the
TSI based on allegations that
there were mistakes in the accusation and that the sentence
imposed was too severe and
unreasonable.
The TSI has upheld the previous decision from the lower
courts, noting that the severity of the crimes committed as
well as their consequences fully
justify the accusations made
and that the penal framework
applied is perfectly reasonable
and proportionate.
The TSI noted that the sentence passed, as a cumulative
punishment for the three crimes, amounted to only about
50% of the prison time imposed in the court ruling for each
count individually, denying the
appeal. RM

one-off nocturnal opening
and tour session at the
Macao Museum in October is
under consideration, disclosed
Loi Chi Pang, director of the
museum.
As for whether the event will
become a regular occurrence,
Loi said that the popularity of
the proposed event is a major
consideration.
“After all, we are part of the
government. Our operation
involves [the use of ] public
funds. We cannot blindly run
sessions,” Loi said.
He added that there must be
an appropriate and sufficient
audience to support the concept.
However, the museum head
assured residents that his department will explore different
forms of activities held at different locations to offer new
types of experiences.
Regarding visitor numbers
this year at museums managed
by the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC), Loi revealed that tentative
statistics show a rising trend.
He expects there will be a 10%
year-over-year increase at his
museum.
Meanwhile, the IC, represented by the Macao Museum

of Art, is calling for exhibit proposals for the Macao-China
Pavilion at the 17th International Architecture Exhibition, La
Biennale di Venezia, which will
be held in May next year. Proposals should be submitted to
the bureau between now and
September 25.
Exhibiting teams must have
at least two members, consisting of the curator and at least
one exhibitor. Each member
must be at least 18 years old
and hold Macau permanent residency.
In terms of educational ba-

ckground, at least one of the
team members must have been
educated in urban construction or urban planning. Other
team members can be educated in other fields.
Results will be announced in
October this year. The selected
team will receive a maximum
production fee of MOP600,000
and a transportation and accommodation fee for no more
than three people to and from
Venice.
The theme for this year’s
Biennale is “How will we live
together?” AL
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SMART CITY

Transportation system
needs AI development
progress, experts say
LYNZY VALLES

T

HE SAR has taken several
initiatives in the field of artificial intelligence such as establishing a partnership with
Alibaba Cloud on the project of
Smart Cities.
However, for some AI experts,
the city still has a long way to go,
particularly in its transportation
system.
Waltraut Ritter, director of
Knowledge Dialogues and vice
chair of ICT Business Council EuroCham Hong Kong, said that
partnerships with large cloud
computing firms will not suffice
in successfully turning the SAR
into a smart city.
By leveraging the technologies of Alibaba Cloud, the SAR
partnered with the firm in 2017
to upgrade its IT infrastructure.
The plan seeks to accelerate
Macau’s development in several
key areas, namely tourism, information technology training,
transportation
management,
medical services and urban management.
“Alibaba is quite famous for
city brain and centralized data
planning. But I think to make
a smart city really livable, you
need the involvement of citizens and that’s really important,” said Ritter, speaking at the
sidelines of a networking event
hosted by the France Macau
Chamber of Commerce.
“It cannot be private and public partnerships; citizens need
to be involved,” she added.
The expert also noted that
gaming operators benefit significantly from AI as they use video analytics and data analytics
to study consumer behaviors,
thus predicting future consumer behavior trends.

Meanwhile, Ritter expressed
that the city’s transportation
system remains a challenge
for Macau’s tourists, arguing
that the current reliance on the
Transport Bureau app itself limits the application.
“Transport is one area where
you can see the benefits of connectivity and data sharing very
easily. As a visitor in Macau and
[with the] use of buses, I must
say it’s very difficult to not have
the mobile application,” said Ritter.
“I think that is something we
can think about: a human centric AI. […] Now, we only rely
on the app, but the app is not
inclusive. From an EU perspective, you want to make it more
inviting for people to use public
transport,” the expert added.
Echoing the same sentiments, one of the speakers in the
panel, Maciej Pondel, Upsaily
product manager and machine
learning researcher and professor at Wroclaw University
of Economics, said that from a
visitor’s perspective, the city’s
transportation system is a “huge
problem.”
“It’s a huge problem to understand how to travel across
[districts]. For a resident, there
isn’t any problem but for tourists there is,” said Pondel.
Pondel suggested that an
integrated device may be launched for tourists to find their
way from one place to another.
“I hope Macau can acquire
[AI knowledge] from different
places and sources, such as
from the US, Europe and China,” he said.
The 28th International Joint
Conference on Artificial Intelligence is being held at The Venetian Macao until August 16.
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GAMING

DANIEL BEITLER

G

ALAXY
Entertainment
Group (GEG) announced
its second-quarter financial results yesterday. While net revenue is still down compared to
last year, the latest quarter has
shown some improvement after
a challenging start to 2019.
The Group’s net revenue
amounted to HKD13.2 billion
($1.68 billion) in the second
quarter, down by about 5%
compared to the same quarter in 2018, but up 1% over the
first three months of the year.
Meanwhile, adjusted earnings
before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization (EBITDA)
held flat at HKD4.3 billion compared to a year earlier, and grew
9% compared to the first quarter.
With the second quarter results in, the picture for the first
half of the year has come into
focus. Net revenue remains
at HKD26.2 billion, down by
approximately 7% from a year
earlier, while adjusted EBITDA
declined 4% to $8.3 billion.
ad

BLOOMBERG

Galaxy posts improvement in Q2,
after challenging start to 2019

The
company
attributes
the poor start to the year to a
“challenging VIP segment,” which has been softened by external
factors such as a slowing Chinese economy and the ongoing
China-U.S. trade tensions.

At the same time, GEG said that
StarWorld Macau and its flagship
property, Galaxy Macau, both
posted “solid mass performance,”
even as their first-half net revenues
remain down by 8% and 5% respectively.

Accounting for more than
70% of the company’s revenue in the first half of the year,
the Cotai-based Galaxy Macau
posted net revenue of HKD18.8
billion, while StarWorld on the
Macau peninsula recorded

HKD5.7 billion. Net revenue at
Broadway Macau was slightly
higher in the first half of 2019, at
HKD298 million versus HKD273
million a year earlier.
Hotel occupancy at all three
properties was virtually 100%
during the second quarter.
In a prepared statement in
yesterday’s report, GEG Chairman Lui Che Woo said that the
company is continuing to shift
its resources to cater to the mass
market.
“The overall market in Macau
remains relatively stable despite
a decrease in VIP volumes due
to increasing regional competition, ongoing trade tensions
and a slowing Chinese economy,” noted Lui, according to
the statement. “We continue to
reallocate our resources to the
highest and best use and focus
on growing the higher margin
mass business.”
In yesterday’s report, the
gaming concessionaire said
it would continue to progress
with the previously announced
renovation and expansion of its
existing resorts, including Galaxy Macau Phases 3 and 4, which will have a strong focus on
non-gaming offerings. It is also
“refining plans” for a lifestyle
resort in Hengqin and “exploring opportunities” in overseas
markets such as Japan.
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MACAU TRIAL TO START IN SEPTEMBER

A

former
business
partner of Las Vegas
Sands Corporation,
Marshall Hao, has
called for an increase in the
amount of its claim against the
Venetian Macau Ltd., and three
US-based subsidiaries of Las
Vegas Sands, LVS (Nevada) International Holdings Inc., Las
Vegas Sands LLC and Venetian
Casino Resort LLC.
The Asian American Entertainment Corporation (AAEC),
led by the Taiwanese entrepreneur, is now asking for a total
of MOP96.5 billion (around
USD12 billion) in compensation related to the granting of
the gaming concession in Macau.
The increase of the amount
in the claim by Hao was reported in the latest interim report
of Sands China Ltd.
The case that opposes the
Taiwanese entrepreneur to the
subsidiaries of Las Vegas Sands
was originally filed in January

BLOOMBERG

Hao asks for USD12b in lawsuit
against LVS subsidiaries

2012 and now its first hearing
has been adjourned to September 11 at the Court of First Instance (TJB).
Over seven years ago, the
AAEC compensation claim for
damages resulting from the alleged breach of agreement during

the 2002 bid for a gaming concession in Macau amounted to
MOP3 billion.
However, in July this year,
the company requested a significant raise, now claiming a
sum of almost MOP100 billion.
The company said the raise is

for lost profits in the period between 2004 and 2018, and reserved the right to claim for further
lost profits up to 2022 when the
concession is due to expire.
Lawyer Jorge Menezes, who
is representing AAEC, yesterday
told GGRAsia that he could only
confirm that “on July 15 2019,
AAEC applied for the claim to be
raised to approximately USD12
billion for the period ending in
2018, plus roughly 70% of the
profits made by Las Vegas Sands
from 2019 up to the end of the
concession.”
Menezes added that such
claims have been made according to the original claims filled
back in 2012 and calculated according to the official data published by local gaming regulator
Gaming Inspection and Coordination Bureau.
Menezes also added that
such update to the amount of
compensation claimed comes
in light of the scheduling of the
hearing session this September

and aims to provide accurate
data to the court.
Previous claims on the same
case have been ruled upon by
the TJB back in April 2014, when
the court said that the case
against Venetian Macau Ltd.
lacked foundation, suggesting
that claims should continue
only against the US-based companies. The decision deserved a
prompt appeal from the AAEC.
Hao’s company had also filed similar lawsuits against Las
Vegas Sands in the US District
Court of Nevada, but later dropped the US case and decided
to only pursue the litigation in
Macau.
The Sands China interim report also states that, at the moment, the company is “unable
to determine the probability of
the outcome of this matter or
the range of reasonably possible loss, if any,” as no hearing has
been held yet.
The matter of the gaming license bid of Las Vegas Sands in
Macau has been addressed in
more than one case and involving different companies.
Earlier this year, the company reached an agreement
with businessman Richard
Suen for a settlement of a similar dispute, although details
over the amount given in compensation were not disclosed at
the time. RM
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Flights out of Hong Kong canceled
turbance charges.
The central government in Beijing has ominously characterized
the current protest movement as
something approaching “terrorism” that poses an “existential
threat” to the local citizenry.
While Beijing tends to define
terrorism broadly, extending it especially to nonviolent movements
opposing government policies in
minority regions such as Tibet and
Xinjiang, the government’s usage of
the term in relation to Hong Kong
raised the prospect of greater violence and the possible suspension
of legal rights for those detained.
Meanwhile, paramilitary police
were assembling across the border
in the city of Shenzhen for exercises which some saw as a threat to
increase force against the mostly
young protesters who have turned
out in their thousands over the past
10 weeks.
Police have arrested more than
700 protesters since early June and
say they have infiltrated the ranks of
the demonstrators, leading to concerns that officers were inciting violence. Scores of people have been,
both protesters and police, including a woman reported to have had
an eye ruptured by a beanbag round fired by police during clashes on
Sunday.
Police said they are investigating
the incident, which protesters have
taken up as a rallying cry. Some of
those joining in the airport occupation wore gauze bandages dyed
with artificial blood over one eye.
The United Nations’ top human
rights official condemned violence

Protesters stage a sit-in rally at the departure hall of the HK International

surrounding the protests and called
on the authorities and protesters to
settle their dispute peacefully.
Rupert Colville, spokesman for
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet, said
her office had reviewed evidence
that police are using “less-lethal

HK protesters show solidarity
with injured woman
P

ROTESTERS
who
have occupied Hong
Kong International Airport wore bandages
over one eye in a sign of
solidarity with a comrade reportedly hit with a
type of non-lethal ammunition known as a
beanbag round.
The Associated Press
has not verified who
caused the woman’s
injury on Sunday, and
photographic evidence
has been scanty. However, demonstrators who
prompted the shutdown
of one of the world’s busiest airports have taken
up the reported injury
as their latest rallying
cry in their demands
for an investigation into

alleged police brutality
over the course of the
10-week protest movement.
Demonstrators
on
Monday showed an array of bandages, most
of them colored red
with fake blood.
Hong Kong’s embattled leader, Carrie Lam,
has said she is “heartbroken” over people
who have been injured
in the clashes and encouraged those who
have been hurt to make
police reports. Lam said
Monday that she would
visit the woman with
the injured eye when it
is “convenient.”
Police
spokesmen
and Hong Kong Secre-

tary for Security John
Lee said that police
were still gathering information about the
cause of the woman’s
injury. Lee said police
have struggled to investigate the case because
no one has formally reported the incident.
Hong Kong police have used beanbag
rounds, along with tear
gas grenades, rubber
bullets and batons, to
fight off protesters who
have besieged government offices and police
stations and occupied
the airport over the
weekend,
eventually
forcing its closure and
the cancellation of hundreds of flights. AP

AP PHOTOS
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ROTESTERS severely crippled operations at Hong
Kong’s international airport for a second day yesterday, forcing authorities to cancel
all remaining flights out of the city
after demonstrators took over the
terminals as part of their push for
democratic reforms.
After a brief respite early yesterday during which flights were able
to take off and land, the airport
authority announced check-in
services for departing flights were
suspended as of 4:30 p.m. Departing flights that had completed the
process would continue to operate.
It said it did not expect arriving
flights to be affected, though dozens were already canceled. The
authority advised people not to
come to the airport, one of the world’s busiest transport hubs.
On Monday, more than 200 flights were canceled and the airport
was effectively shut down with no
flights taking off or landing.
Passengers have been forced to
seek accommodation in the city
while airlines struggle to find other
ways to get them to their destinations.
The airport disruptions are an
escalation of a summer of demonstrations aimed at what many Hong
Kong residents see as an increasing
erosion of the freedoms they were
promised in 1997 when Communist Party-ruled mainland China
took over what had been a British
colony.
Those doubts are fueling the
protests, which build on a previous
opposition movement that shut
down much of the city for seven
weeks in 2014. That movement
eventually fizzled out and its leaders have been jailed on public dis-

DAY 2

AP PHOTO

YANAN WANG & KATIE TAM,
HONG KONG

weapons in ways that are prohibited by international norms and
standards.” That includes firing tear
gas canisters into crowded, enclosed areas and directly at individual
protesters, “creating a considerable
risk of death or serious injury,” Colville said in a statement yesterday.

The commissioner urged both
sides to engage in “open and inclusive dialogue,” which is the “only
sure way to achieve long-term political stability,” it said.
Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam
said the instability, chaos and violence have placed the city on a
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again amid protests

Airport yesterday disrupting operations for the second consecutive day

“path of no return.”
The demonstrators have shown
no sign of letting up on their campaign to force Lam’s administration to respond to their demands,
including that she step down and
entirely scrap proposed legislation
under which some suspects could

be sent to mainland China, where
critics say they could face torture
and unfair or politically charged
trials.
Lam has rejected all calls for dialogue, part of what analysts say is
a strategy to wear down the opposition through police action while

prompting it to take more violent
and extreme actions that will turn
the Hong Kong public against the
protest movement. At the airport,
protesters discussed among themselves whether they should prevent
all would-be travelers from entering, with some saying their pre-

sence there was meaningless unless they blocked all access to the
facilities.
Demonstrators have in recent
days focused on their demand for
an independent inquiry into what
they call the police’s abuse of power
and negligence. That followed reports and circulating video footage
of violent arrests and injuries sustained by protesters.
Some protesters have thrown
bricks, eggs and flaming objects at
police stations. Police say several
officers have suffered burns, bruises and eye damage inflicted by
protesters.
Lam told reporters that dialogue
would only begin when the violence stopped. She reiterated her support for the police and said they
have had to make on-the-spot decisions under difficult circumstances, using “the lowest level of force.”
“After the violence has been
stopped, and the chaotic situation
that we are seeing could subside,”
Lam said. “I as the chief executive
will be responsible to rebuild Hong
Kong’s economy ... to help Hong
Kong to move on.”
She did not elaborate on what
steps her government will take
toward reconciliation. After two
months, the protests have become
increasingly divisive and prompted
clashes across the city.
The airport shutdown added to
what authorities say is already a
major blow to the financial hub’s
crucial tourism industry.
Kerry Dickinson, a traveler from
South Africa, said she had trouble
getting her luggage yesterday morning.
“I don’t think I will ever fly to
Hong Kong again,” she said.
The protests early on were staged in specific neighborhoods
near government offices. However, the airport protest has had a

direct impact on business travel
and tourism. Analysts said it could
make foreign investors think twice about setting up shop in Hong
Kong, which has long prided itself
as being Asia’s leading business city
with convenient air links across the
region.
The black-clad protesters yesterday held up signs in Chinese and
English to appeal to travelers from
mainland China and other parts of
the world. “Democracy is a good
thing,” said one sign in simplified
Chinese characters, which are used
in mainland China instead of the
traditional Chinese script of Hong
Kong.
Adding to the protesters’ anger, Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific
Airways told employees in a memo
that the carrier has a “zero tolerance” for employees joining “illegal
protests” and warned violators
could be fired.
While China has yet to threaten
sending in the army — as it did
against pro-democracy protesters
in Beijing in 1989 — the exercises
in Shenzhen were a demonstration of its ability to crush the demonstrations, even at the cost to
Hong Kong’s reputation as a safe
haven for business and international exchange. Images on the internet showed armored personnel
carriers belonging to the People’s
Armed Police driving in a convoy
Monday toward the site of the exercises just across the border from
Hong Kong.
The People’s Liberation Army
also stations a garrison in Hong
Kong, which recently released a
video showing its units combating actors dressed as protesters.
The Hong Kong police on Monday
also put on a display of armored
car-mounted water cannons that
it plans to deploy by the middle of
the month. AP
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HK PROTESTS

ENDA CURRAN, JEANNY YU
& ALFRED LIU

H

ONG Kong’s deepening political crisis now risks becoming an economic one.
After protesters brought the city’s airport to a standstill this week,
investors and business leaders are
growing increasingly alarmed by
the fallout from 10 weeks of anti-government demonstrations that
show no sign of letting up.
The short-term worry is that
Hong Kong’s economy is headed
for a recession as local unrest
combines with the U.S.-China trade war to pummel retail
sales, weigh on real estate prices
and sink the city’s $4.9 trillion stock market.
But an even bigger fear is that
Hong Kong’s standing as a safe
and reliable commercial hub
will face irreparable damage - a
potential death blow for an economy that has leveraged its business-friendly reputation to become the primary gateway between
China and the rest of the world.
“Longer term, this poses fundamental challenges to Hong
Kong’s status as an international
financial center,” said Rory Green,
a London-based economist at TS
Lombard.
To be sure, few are predicting
the imminent demise of Hong
Kong as we know it. The city
has demonstrated a remarkable
penchant for overcoming crises
over the past two decades, powering through everything from the
Asian financial implosion of the
late 1990s to the SARS scare of
2003.
And while Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam has yet to
offer a solution for quelling the
city’s unrest, she has said the government is considering “bold”
measures to shore up growth. Optimists are betting that the protests will eventually subside without

BLOOMBERG

Political crisis may become economic

much lasting economic damage,
as they did during the city’s so-called Umbrella Movement five
years ago.
“Those who purchased Hong
Kong stocks during the 2014 protests triumphed,” said Zhuang
Jiapeng, a fund manager at Shenzhen JM Capital Co.
Like many of his peers in China, Zhuang has been a buyer of
Hong Kong in recent weeks. Investors from the mainland, where news on the protests is heavily
censored, have boosted holdings
of the city’s shares via cross-border trading links for 17 straight
days, data compiled by Bloomberg show.
Still, that hasn’t been enough to offset a broader exodus by
international investors. Hong
Kong stocks have lost nearly $500
billion of value since the protests
kicked into high gear in early June,
with benchmark indexes sinking
to seven-month lows on Monday
after clashes between demonstra-

tors and police turned increasingly violent over the weekend.
The unrest is “longer and more
violent than I had expected,” Steven Leung, executive director at
Uob Kay Hian (Hong Kong) Ltd.
“As long as we keep having such
incidents every week, no investors
will buy assets in Hong Kong.”
Stock-index futures extended declines in late trading on
Monday after Hong Kong’s airport
authorities canceled all remaining
flights for the day -- an unprecedented shutdown for a transport
hub that economists at Societe
Generale SA estimate accounts
for as much as 5% of Hong Kong’s
gross domestic product through
direct and indirect contributions.
The airport, which handled
427,725 flights last year, is the busiest hub for international passenger traffic in Asia and the world’s largest by air cargo traffic.
“Many executives are likely
to start re-evaluating their travel
plans to and from the city, which

will undoubtedly have flow-on
effects for their the daily operations of the companies they work
for,” said Benjamin Quinlan, chief
executive officer of Quinlan & Associates, a financial-services consultancy in Hong Kong.
The Civil Human Rights Front,
a group that has organized some
of the city’s largest rallies, said
that it would hold another “mass
march” on Aug. 18. Even though
Lam has shelved the controversial extradition bill that initially
led to the demonstrations, she
has refused to formally withdraw
it or yield to other demands from
protesters, such as her resignation
and the appointment of an independent inquiry into the unrest.
Meanwhile, Lam’s backers in
Beijing have hardened their stance. Yang Guang, spokesman for
China’s Hong Kong and Macau
Affairs Office, said on Monday
that protesters have committed
serious crimes and showed signs
of “terrorism.”

Further unrest risks worsening an already dismal economic
outlook. Hong Kong’s GDP fell by
0.3% in the second quarter from
the previous three months, while
a key purchasing-managers index dropped to the lowest since
March 2009 in July. Property transactions sank by 35% in the same
period and retail sales have slumped for five straight months. “We
expect Hong Kong will go into recession,” said Iris Pang, an economist at ING bank NV.
Worries about how China will
respond to the protests are adding to investor unease. Shares of
Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd., Hong
Kong’s dominant airline, tumbled
to a decade low on Monday after
China’s aviation regulator barred
staff who had taken part in demonstrations from flying to the
mainland. At least two state-owned companies told employees to
avoid using the carrier.
The protests “will hurt the
economy, retail sales and most
importantly Hong Kong’s relationship with the mainland,” said
Hao Hong, head of research at Bocom International in Hong Kong.
“Look at Cathay Pacific. The impact is very big and it’s very hard
to say if all the negative impact
has been reflected in the market.”
The biggest concern for many
in the city is that China will eventually use force to restore order.
Even if Hong Kong avoids
worst-case scenarios, the city’s
appeal may already be waning in
the eyes of many international
companies and investors, according to Brock Silvers, managing
director at a Kaiyuan Capital.
The protests represent “one of
the more serious threats to Hong
Kong’s economy in recent decades,” Silvers said. “Ongoing unrest will surely soon start to make
other destinations, and certainly
Singapore, look better by comparison.” BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
Global cocktail program at Fairmont Hotels hit a new high

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts,
of the Accor Hotels chain, has
revealed a refreshing new spin
on its global line-up of masterful cocktails known as Classics

Perfected 2.0: ‘The Decades’.
This cocktail was created
as a new spin-off to the first
Classics Perfected menu released in 2015, the hotel said

yesterday in a press release,
and was designed by a team
of award-winning mixologists
known as the Fairmont Tastemakers.
In April 2019, the Tastemakers gathered at New York
City’s The Dead Rabbit to ideate, collaborate and create the
new cocktail collection, available to guests at Fairmont bars
and lounges worldwide.
Recently, the highly anticipated new menu made its official
debut at The Plaza, a Fairmont
managed hotel in New York City.
In Macau, Accor group manages two hotels – The Sofitel at
Ponte 16, and Banyan Tree in
Cotai.

‘Chocolate Sensations’ summer dinning at Ritz-Carlton

This summer, the Ritz-Carlton Bar & Lounge is offering
the Chocolate Sensations

Afternoon Tea Set, featuring a range of chocolate delights made from premium

cocoa beans to showcase
“the expertise in both sweet
and savory flavors to tempt all
palates,” according to a press
release from the hotel.
In addition, the panoramic
view at The Ritz-Carlton Bar
& Lounge makes it “the best
place to spend an afternoon
and to chill out with friends
and loved ones,” the statement reads.
The Ritz-Carlton Bar & Lounge Chocolate Sensations
Afternoon Tea Set can be
enjoyed for MOP488 per set
for two people, or MOP688
for two people with additional
two glasses of Perrier-Jouët
Champagne.
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Xi gets tougher on Trump
after new tariff threat

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

F

ACING another U.S. tariff
hike, Chinese President
Xi Jinping is getting tougher with Washington
instead of backing down.
Beijing fired what economists called a “warning shot” at
Washington by letting its yuan
currency weaken in response to
President Donald Trump’s latest
threat of more punitive import
duties on Sept. 1. Chinese buyers
canceled multibillion-dollar purchases of U.S. soybeans. Regulators are threatening to place
American companies on an “unreliable entities” list that might
face curbs on their operations.
Both sides have incentives to
settle a trade war that is battering
exporters on either side of the
Pacific and threatening to tip the
global economy into recession.
But Xi’s government is lashing
out and might be, in a revival of
traditional Chinese strategy, settling in for prolonged wrangling
in response to what it deems
American bullying and attempts
to handicap China’s economic
development.
Negotiators are to meet in
September in Washington, but
China’s political calendar makes
progress unlikely. The ruling
Communist Party is preparing to
celebrate its 70th anniversary in
power on Oct. 1 — a nationalism-drenched milestone that puts
pressure on Xi, the party leader,

to look tough.
“The downside risk of no deal
has increased,” said Raoul Leering, chief trade analyst for Dutch
bank ING.
Six months ago, Chinese negotiators were discussing possible
concessions including more purchases of American farm goods,
market opening and changes in
business rules. But by May, Chinese leaders had turned skittish
in the face of what they saw as
constantly shifting American
priorities on a list of demands
that range from narrowing their
trade surplus to opening markets
to possibly scrapping their economic development strategy.
Talks broke down in May over
how to enforce any
settlement. Beijing
says once it takes
effect, Trump has
to lift punitive 25%
tariffs
imposed
on $250 billion of
Chinese imports.
Washington
insists the tariffs stay to enforce
compliance because Beijing has
broken too many past promises.
The tone of Chinese state media toward Trump, relatively mild
to that point, turned nasty. The
ruling Communist Party newspaper accused Washington of “American bullyism.”
“Good faith broke down and
we took many steps backward,”
said Bryan Mercurio, a former
Canadian trade official and law

professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
Despite a June agreement by
Trump and Xi for more negotiation, neither has shown willingness to compromise. A round of
talks in Shanghai last month ended with no sign of progress.
Trump says Beijing needs a
deal more than he does. On paper, he is right. Their lopsided
trade balance means American
demand contributes four times
as much to Chinese economic
activity as China’s purchases provide for the United States.
But Trump’s demand for changes to Beijing’s industrial policy
strikes at the heart of a development strategy Communist

those violate Chinese market-opening commitments and are
based on stealing or pressuring
companies to hand over technology. Chinese officials retort that
they are entitled to develop higher-value industries and have
tried to deflect criticism by saying
foreign companies might be
allowed a role.
Chinese leaders insist on
“maintaining their system of economic development. They can’t
have that crumble,” said Mercurio.
Chinese suspicions deepened
when, after the May talks, Trump
imposed sanctions on telecom
equipment maker Huawei Technologies Ltd., blocking its access
to American technology. Trump
cited security concerns but Chinese officials saw an attempt to
cripple China’s first global tech
brand.
Washington is “using improper
official measures to suppress Chinese enterprises,” a foreign ministry spokeswoman, Hua Chunying,
said last week.
Xi might feel
more
confident
because, after facing accusations he
bungled relations
with China’s biggest export market,
he has strengthened his political position and silenced critics, said Willy Lam, a
politics specialist at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong.
A year ago, Xi felt threatened
enough that he was “anxious to
get this over with,” said Lam. But
now, he has gathered support and
“can dig in for the long haul.”
That would mark a return to
Beijing’s traditional “war of attrition” strategy of holding out — for
a decade or more, if needed — to

Negotiators are to meet in
September in Washington,
but China’s political calendar
makes progress unlikely
leaders see as the basis of their
economic success and a path to
prosperity and global influence.
That includes initiatives to
transform China into a global
competitor in profitable technologies through nurturing champions in robotics, electric cars
and other fields with subsidies
and shielding them from competition.
Washington, Europe, Japan
and other trading partners say

get what it wants from the United
States, Europe and other partners.
China spent 12 years, longer
than any other government, negotiating its 2001 entry into the
World Trade Organization.
Eighteen years later, it still is
dickering over terms for joining
the Government Procurement
Agreement, which extends WTO
free-trade principles to official
purchases.
“I’m not really surprised that
they are doing this,” said Leering. “I was more surprised that
they had been so low-profile
from 2017 onwards, when Donald Trump took office.”
In a sign Beijing might be digging in, two veteran trade envoys
— Commerce Minister Zhong
Shan and one of his deputies, Yu
Jianhua — were added in July to
the delegation led by Vice Premier Liu He. Liu is Xi’s economic
adviser but has little experience
in negotiations.
The government has told exporters to find new markets and
replace American farm goods
with imports from Russia, Brazil
and other sources.
Xi also might be looking to the
U.S. political calendar for leverage — a possibility Trump cited
when he accused Beijing in July
of stalling in hopes he would fail
to win re-election next year.
Xi might not want to wait
that long, because support in
Washington for action against
Beijing crosses party lines, say
political analysts. But they said
Chinese leaders might hope as
Trump’s campaign picks up, he
will need a settlement to burnish
his status as a trade warrior.
“Trump will want deals to
show to the public,” said ING’s
Leering. He said without that,
Trump’s track record of agreements with Canada, Mexico and
South Korea looks “pretty meager” for a leader who made trade
a cornerstone of his 2016 election campaign.
That means “in the end, the
U.S. will be prepared to give in a
bit more,” he said.
China also might be holding
out for a deal that lets it keep
subsidizing technology industries and “cheating on intellectual property,” said Lam. That
might include retaining leverage
to pressure foreign companies to
give or license technology at low
prices to Chinese competitors.
Letting the yuan slide to an
11-year low against the dollar on
Aug. 5 reflects another traditional Chinese strategy: Showing an
opponent that China can endure
painful losses to get what it wants.
A weaker yuan would make
Chinese exports cheaper abroad
and help to offset Trump’s tariff hikes. But economists warn a
further decline will harm Chinese
banks, construction companies
and others that have hundreds of
billions of dollars in foreign debt
by making that more expensive
to repay. AP
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Man accused of killing woman
and wounding another
TREVOR MARSHALLSEA ,
SYDNEY

A

knife-wielding man with
a history of mental illness
is suspected of slaying a woman in a downtown Sydney
apartment before wounding
another woman nearby and attempting to stab other people
yesterday while yelling “Allahu
akbar,” or “God is great,” police and witnesses said.
Police have not labeled the
rampage an act of terrorism,
although the 21-year-old assailant — who was restrained
by members of the public
before being arrested — had
collected information on his
computer about mass killin-

gs in North America and New
Zealand, New South Wales state Police Commissioner Michael Fuller said.
“It is not currently classed
as a terrorist incident. Obviously as the investigation continues we will reassess that,”
Fuller told reporters.
“He is by definition, at the
moment, a lone actor. Information was found on him that
would suggest he has some
ideologies in relation to terrorism, but he has no links to
terrorism,” Fuller said. “There
was certainly information found on him about other crimes
of mass casualties and mass
deaths around the world.”
A gunman who recently kil-

led 22 people at a Texas Walmart appears to have praised
the March 15 shootings in
Christchurch, New Zealand,
where an Australian white
supremacist is charged with
killing 51 worshippers at two
mosques.
Witnesses said the assailant yesterday was carrying a
30-centimeter knife and attempted to stab multiple people near a busy intersection in
Australia’s largest city at around 2 p.m. Fuller described the
weapon as a butcher’s knife.
Police said a man was arrested, and that a 41-year-old woman with a stab wound to her
back was taken to a hospital in
stable condition.

Police said the body of a
21-year-old woman was later
discovered in a nearby fourth-floor apartment.
“A number of members of
the public physically restrained the offender,” Police Superintendent Gavin Wood said.
“I want to acknowledge those
members of the public who
got involved. They were significantly brave people.”
Video showed that people
pinned the man to the pavement on his back with a plastic
milk crate over his head and
two chairs over his body.
Wood said it appeared that
the attack was unprovoked.
The man “attempted to stab
multiple people. Those at-

tempts, thankfully, were unsuccessful,” Wood said.
Uber driver Leon Baghani
said the assailant, clutching a
knife, jumped on the hood and
then the roof of his Mercedes
as he was driving an elderly
couple on the street where the
violence occurred.
“For a second, I thought
maybe he’s wearing a vest of
some sort and he’s going to detonate himself,” Baghani told
Ten Network television. “So I
quickly accelerated and made
a left turn and made sure that
he came off the roof of the
car.”
A witness told reporters that
the man was screaming comments about religion, before
yelling to police that he wanted to be shot. Police said he
used the Arabic phrase “Allahu
akbar.”
A witness, Paul O’Shaughnessy, said he and his brother
Luke were working in the office of their recruitment company when they heard shouting
through an open window. They
looked out and saw a Caucasian man screaming “extremist”
words, O’Shaughnessy said.
The brothers, fearing the
man was conducting a terrorist attack, ran down to
the street and began chasing
the man, who was covered in
blood.
Luke O’Shaughnessy and
another man caught up with
the offender and tackled him
to the ground, Paul O’Shaughnessy said. Along with other
passers-by, they used a milk
crate and a chair to keep him
pinned to the ground, he said.
Paul O’Shaughnessy told
The Associated Press that the
man “didn’t show any remorse
at all.”
Fuller said the assailant had
a “history of mental health.”
He said the assailant would be
charged.
Prime Minister Scott Morrison said on Twitter that the violence was “deeply concerning”
and praised the people who restrained the assailant. AP

M

ALAYSIAN rescuers
yesterday found the
body of a Caucasian female in the forest surrounding
a nature resort where a
15-year-old London girl was
reported missing more than
a week ago, police said.
Negeri Sembilan state
police chief Mohamad Mat
Yusop said officials were
in the process of determining whether the body is
Nora Anne Quoirin, who
was discovered missing by
her family from the Dusun
eco-resort in the southern

state on Aug. 4.
The Lucie Blackman
trust, a charity that helps the
families of Britons who are
in crisis overseas, said in a
statement: “At this time we
cannot confirm it is Nora.
However it sadly seems
likely.”
Quoirin’s family arrived
Aug. 3 for a two-week stay
at the Dusun, a small resort
located in a durian orchard
next to a forest reserve 63
kilometers south of Kuala
Lumpur.
Police believe the teen,

who has learning and physical disabilities, climbed out
through an open window in
the living room of the resort
cottage. They listed her as a
missing person but did not
rule out a possible criminal
element. The girl’s family
says she isn’t independent
and wouldn’t wander off
alone, and was likely to have
been abducted.
Nearly 350 people are involved in a massive search
operation that includes sniffer dogs, elite commando
forces and thermal detec-

tors, but no evidence had
turned up until the discovery of the body on Tuesday.
Police from Ireland, France
and the U.K. are also on site
to assist in the investigation.
The girl’s mother is from Ireland and her father is French, but the family has lived
in London for 20 years.
On Monday, the mother,
Meabh Quoirin, announced
a 50,000 ringgit reward, donated by a Belfast-based business, for information that
directly helps police find her
daughter. AP
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Malaysia finds body near where London teen went missing
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HILIPPINE Vice President Leni Robredo said
citizens were worried Rodrigo Duterte was “selling
out” to Beijing and called on the
president to take a stronger stand
to protect the country’s sovereignty in the disputed South China
Sea.
Robredo, who is keeping her
options open regarding the presidential race in 2022, said in an
interview yesterday the president
had not taken advantage of an
international tribunal ruling that
affirmed the Philippines’ economic rights in a maritime zone also
claimed by China.
“I understand why our new
administration is more friendly to
China, but I think there should be
a clear line as far as protecting our
territory and sovereignty,” Robredo told Bloomberg TV’s Haslinda
Amin in Manila. “The president
has made a lot of statements which gives a sense we are acquiescing to what China wants.”
The public is afraid, she said,
“we might wake up one day and
many of our territories are no longer ours.” Robredo hopes Duterte
will raise the ruling in his meeting
with China President Xi Jinping
this month, and urged greater
transparency in loans and deals
with Beijing.
U.S. presence in disputed wa-

Duterte seen by public as ‘selling
out’ to China, deputy says
AP PHOTO

ANDREO CALONZO

ters is “a source of comfort,” Robredo added, but the Philippines
should not rely on any foreign
power. “Friendships with both the
U.S. and China will be beneficial.”
WEIGHING CANDIDACY
Robredo is in the unusual position of serving as both the vice
president and the main opposition
leader, due to Philippine rules in
which the president and vice president are elected separately. She
has been on the receiving end of
attacks from Duterte, whose critics

have been jailed or ousted since he
came to power in 2016.
She said she was ready for the
presidency but would decide later
on whether to stand as the opposition Liberal Party’s main candidate in elections three years from
now, when Filipinos will vote on
Duterte’s successor.
“If you ask me now, I have no
plans, but I am leaving everything
open,” the vice president said. “I
wouldn’t have ran for the vice presidency if I didn’t feel I was ready
for the presidency.”

At the height of questions
about his health last month, Duterte said he doesn’t want Robredo to succeed him, describing
her as “not capable of running a
country.” The vice president has
led opposition to Duterte’s drug
war that has killed thousands.
Robredo, 54, entered politics
as a congresswoman in 2013 -- a
year after her husband, Interior
Secretary Jesse Robredo, died in
a plane crash. A lawyer with an
economics degree, she pushed
for bills requiring officials to fully
disclose their wealth and allowing
citizens to participate in local policy making.
The vice president won on an
anti-poverty platform, promising
to help those in the fringes of society. However she has received
below-majority popularity ratings
in the first three years of her term
based on surveys from Social Weather Stations, while Duterte’s rating recently hit a new high of +68.
ELECTION CHALLENGE
“Robredo is not presenting
the full dose of the alternati-

ves to Duterte,” said Segundo
Romero, a political scientist at
Ateneo de Manila University. “If
you look at social media, opposition to Duterte is already high
decibel, yet the opposition leader stays at mid-range. That’s
why she’s not generating the
high levels of approval.”
Robredo has said she’s determined to finish her six-year
term in the face of an election
protest from Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., the late dictator’s son whom
she narrowly defeated in 2016.
Duterte prefers Marcos as his
elected successor.
The second woman to win
the post, Robredo is also under
investigation by the Justice Department after the police filed
a sedition complaint against
her for supposedly plotting
with priests and opposition
members to oust Duterte. A
supporter of the president also
earlier threatened to impeach
her for supporting a probe on
the drug war. She’s described
the charges as “trumped up.”

BLOOMBERG
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MID revelations about
the
circumstances
around Jeffrey Epstein’s death, federal authorities have intensified parallel
inquiries into what went wrong at
the Manhattan jail where he was
behind bars and who now may
face charges for assisting or enabling him in what authorities say
was his rampant sexual abuse of
underage girls.
One of the new details provided by people familiar with the
Metropolitan Correctional Center
was that one of Epstein’s guards
the night he died in his cell wasn’t
a regular correctional officer.
Serene Gregg, president of the
American Federation of Government Employees Local 3148, told
The Washington Post that one of
the guards was a fill-in who had
been pressed into service because of staffing shortfalls.
In addition, Epstein was supposed to have been checked on
by a guard about every 30 minutes. But investigators have learned those checks weren’t done
for several hours before Epstein
was found, according to one of
the people familiar with the episode. That person was not authorized to discuss the matter
publicly and spoke on condition
of anonymity.
A second person familiar with
operations at the jail said Epstein was found with a bedsheet
around his neck. That person
also wasn’t authorized to disclose
information about the investigation and spoke on condition of
anonymity.
Epstein, 66, was found Saturday morning in his cell at the
MCC, a jail previously renowned
for its ability to hold notorious
prisoners under extremely tight
security. At the time of his death,
he was being held without bail
and faced up to 45 years in pri-

Scrutiny of Epstein’s death and
co-conspirators intensifies

AP PHOTO

JIM MUSTIAN, MICHAEL R.
SISAK & MICHAEL BALSAMO,
NEW YORK

son on federal sex trafficking and
conspiracy charges unsealed last
month.
Attorney General William Barr
at a police conference on Monday said that he was “frankly angry to learn of the MCC’s failure
to adequately secure this prisoner.”
He added: “We will get to the
bottom of what happened and
there will be accountability.”
At the same time, Barr warned
on Monday that any co-conspirator in the ongoing criminal probe
“should not rest easy. [...] The victims deserve justice, and they will
get it.”

In the days since Epstein’s death while awaiting charges that he
sexually abused underage girls,
a portrait has begun to emerge
of Manhattan’s federal detention
center as a chronically understaffed facility that possibly made a
series of missteps in handling its
most high-profile inmate.
Epstein had been placed on
suicide watch after he was found
in his cell a little over two weeks
ago with bruises on his neck. But
he had been taken off that watch
at the end of July and returned to
the jail’s special housing unit.
The manner in which Epstein
killed himself has not been an-

nounced publicly by government
officials. An autopsy was performed Sunday, but New York City
Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Barbara Sampson said investigators
were awaiting further information.
The Associated Press does not
typically report on details of suicide, but has made an exception
because Epstein’s cause of death
is pertinent to the ongoing investigations.
In the criminal case, authorities are most likely turning their
attention to the team of recruiters
and employees who, according to
police reports, knew about Eps-

tein’s penchant for underage girls
and lined up victims for him. The
Associated Press reviewed hundreds of pages of police reports ,
FBI records and court documents that show Epstein relied on an
entire staff of associates to arrange massages that led to sex acts.
If any Epstein assistants hoped to avoid charges by testifying
against him, that expectation has
been upended by his suicide.
“Those who had leverage
as potential cooperators in the
case now find themselves as the
primary targets,” said Jacob S.
Frenkel, a former federal prosecutor. AP

T

HE Kremlin yesterday
broke weeks of silence
on opposition protests and
police violence in Moscow,
saying that President Vladimir Putin does not see the
increasing wave of discontent as anything significant.
The Russian capital has
been gripped by three consecutive weekends of large-scale opposition protests,
with police arresting and
detaining more than 1,000
people. Saturday’s rally was
believed to be the largest in
eight years. The huge protests followed some smaller
demonstrations earlier this
summer
Giving the Kremlin’s first

official comments on the
protests in Moscow, spokesman Dmitry Peskov said
that Putin has not spoken
out about the demonstrations because he does not
think there is anything “exceptional” about them.
“Protests happen in
many countries,” he said,
adding that there are more
important events in Russia
for the president to care
about.
Peskov rejected suggestions that the protests have
plunged the Kremlin into a
political crisis and defended police response at the
three weekends of protests.
“We believe that a dis-

proportionate use of force
by law enforcement officers is absolutely unacceptable but we think that the
police response in clamping down on rioting was
totally justified,” Peskov
told reporters.
Some of the opposition
gatherings in the past weeks
did not receive official permission, and authorities
deployed a sizeable police
force to disperse peaceful
protesters. Police officers
were seen using force on individuals who were merely
standing on the street and
who did not put up resistance during arrest.
Russian
investigators

last month launched a criminal probe into alleged
rioting even though no property damage or violence
from the demonstrators has
been reported. Peskov yesterday refused to comment
on why authorities describe
the protests as riots.
The Moscow protests
originally started last month as a reaction to authorities’ refusal to register a
number of independent
candidates for the upcoming election to the Moscow city legislature. They
later gained momentum
to reflect widespread frustration with Russia’s tightly
controlled politics. AP

AP PHOTO

Kremlin: Putin doesn’t think Moscow protests significant
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what’s ON

TV canal macau

P rosperous years
T ime : 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
U ntil : September 25, 2019
V enue : Old Court Building
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 8399 6699

13:00

TDM News (Repetição)

13:30

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)

15:00

Agua de Mar

15:45

Zig Zag

16:20

Sim Chef! Sr2

16:50

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

MGM P resents : H ua Y uan E xhibition
T ime : 24 hours
U ntil : September 3, 2019
V enue : MGM Cotai
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 8802 3333

17:45

A Minha Tese

18:15

Amor Maior (Repetição)

19:00

Outras Histórias

19:35

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

20:30

Telejornal

21:15

Network Negócios

O neness : C alligraphy by P rofessor J ao
T sung -I
T ime : 10am-6pm (No admission after 5:30pm,

22:00

LiteraturAqui

22:25

Amor Maior

23:15

TDM News

closed on Mondays)
U ntil : September 30, 2019
V enue : Jao Tsung-I Academy
A dmission : Free
E nquiry : (853) 8598 6718

23:50

Afinidades

00:30

Telejornal (Repetição)

01:15

RTPi Directo

T he G olden A ge of A rabic S cience :
E xhibition from 1001 I nventions
T ime : 10am-6pm (Closed on Thursdays)
U ntil : October 27, 2019
V enue : Gallery 2, Exhibition Center, Macau
Science Center
A dmission : MOP25 (several discounts available)
E nquiries : (853) 2888 0822

A quatic B eauties - F loral A rt E xhibition
on O riental L otus F lowers
T ime : 10am-7pm
U ntil : September 6, 2019
V enue : Macau Tea Culture House
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 2888 0087

cinema
cineteatro
08 - 14 Aug
CRAYON SHINCHAN 2019
room1
2:15pm
Director: Masakazu Hashimoto
Starring: Yumiko Kobayashi, Toshiyuki Morikawa, Miki Narahashi
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 100min

L yric P oetry – W orks of A rtists in M acau
and P ortugal from the MAM C ollection
T ime : 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm;
closed on Mondays)

U ntil : November 4, 2019
V enue : Macau Museum of Art
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 2836 6866
TOY STORY 4
room1
4:00pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

Offbeat
All hands on duck!
Drivers stop for dozens of ducks
Dozens of ducklings have made a bid to create the world’s cutest traffic jam in a Maine city.
Even “Make Way for Ducklings” author Robert McCloskey couldn’t have envisioned a scene like the one in
Biddeford last week.
Biddeford resident Karen Ramunno captured the scene
on video as a mother duck guided 45 ducklings across a
five-lane road.
The mother duck shepherded the babies across in two
waves, one of 22 and another of 23. WCSH-TV reports the impromptu duckling parade brought traffic to a
standstill in both directions.
All made it across safely.
The adult duck was not likely the parent to all the young.
One possible explanation for the abnormally large brood
is that some bird species will group fledglings together to
make it easier to care for them.

this day in history

1980 Shipyard Poles strike
for their rights
Shipyard workers in Gdansk, Poland, have staged
a successful strike in protest over the dismissal of
militant crane driver Anna Walentinowicz.
The strike at the Lenin shipyard is seen as part
of a growing campaign to gain political freedoms
and to improve economic conditions for Poland’s
labour force.
Numbering some 16,000, the workers secured
Miss Walentinowicz’s swift reinstatement and then
elected her to the workers’ committee, which negotiates with the Polish authorities and shipyard
management.
Today the committee won a number of political
and economic concessions, including the promise
of more accurate media coverage of the industrial
unrest that has beset the country over the summer.
Workers are also demanding the right to form
their own genuine representative bodies instead
of subscribing to official trade unions.
The Gdansk region has a history of strike action to
secure greater freedoms. In 1970, rioting shipyard
workers forced the incumbent Communist Party
leader, Wladyslaw Gomulka, out of office.
Today the shipyard workers have persuaded the
authorities to erect a monument in memory of
those who died during the 1970 police brutality.
The workers’ key economic demands include a
pay rise of 40% and family allowances equal to those enjoyed by members of Poland’s security forces.
There have been reports that the current party
leader, Edward Gierek, was recently blamed for the
unrest by a Warsaw party committee. Mr Gierek
has yet to return from a holiday in the Soviet Union.
Tonight Polish television appealed for calm and
“level-headedness” in its first mention of “work
stoppages” since the strikes began in June.

LINE WALKER 2
room1
4:30pm
Director: Jazz Boon
Starring: Nick Cheung, Peiyao Jiang, Louis Koo
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 110min
THE FAST & FURIOUS: HOBBS & SHAW
room 2
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45pm
Director: David Leitch
Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Jason Statham, Idris Elba
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 135min
DORAEMON THE MOVIE:
NOBITA’S CHRONICLE OF THE MOON EXPLORATION
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jeong-beom Lee, Shinnosuke Yakuwa
Starring: Wasabi Mizuta, Sang Hyun Uhm, Jung-jae Lee
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
THE LION KING
room3
9:30pm
Director: J Jon Favreau
Starring: Donald Glover, Beyoncé, Seth Rogen
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 118min

Courtesy BBC News

In context
Edward Gierek, like his predecessor, had his political
reputation ruined by the Gdansk-led labour unrest,
and subsequently resigned.
Poland’s bid for political and social freedom grew out
of strong co-operation between workers, intellectuals
and its Roman Catholic Church, who worked together to spread information and resist the communist
regime.
The reinstatement of Anna Walentinowicz brought
only a temporary halt to the unrest. Stoppages
continued until the government finally caved in and
agreed to recognise the right of independent trade
unions with a deal signed on 31 August.
In September 1980 Solidarity (Solidarnosc) was
formed, the workers’ first independent trade union,
led by shipyard electrician Lech Walesa.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

YOUR STARS

Aries

Taurus

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Apr. 20-May. 20

Where did you get the idea that
showing your emotions is akin to
showing your weaknesses? Right
now, revealing how you honestly
feel - specifically about a strange
situation.

The stakes just got higher for one
of your projects today, but you
don’t need to worry about this at all.
You’ve got the intensity you need to
stay focused on your goals and not
let petty dramas distract you.

Gemini

Cancer

May. 21-Jun. 21

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Today you will meet a delightful
person who’ll literally stop you in your
tracks! Watch what she or he does, and
you might learn something valuable
- you will definitely be entertained by
this person’s take on things.

You have already established
yourself with the people who
matter to you, so your social status
will not suffer in the least if you
refuse an invitation every once in
a while!

Leo

Virgo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Aug. 23-Sep. 22

There are many wonderful
opportunities to feed your ego
today - the only trick is, you
have to recognize the positive
attention you’ve been getting for
what it is.

A difference of opinion does not
necessarily signal a difference in
morals, so it’s important to respect
the friends of yours who don’t
agree with how you feel about
certain issues.

Libra

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

If you’re talking too much
about the changes you want
to make in your life, you could
be putting too much pressure
on yourself - by giving people
expectations.

Emotions are running high right
now - tempers may flare up
suddenly, and tears may be shed
unexpectedly. Everyone’s guard
is up, and people are closing
themselves off from one another.

Capricorn

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Someone in a very powerful
position is eager to hear what you
think about a recent development
- and you owe it to yourself to be
completely honest. Do not be shy
about sharing your thoughts.

Socially, you may be feeling less
energetic, but this will not hurt
your social standing in any way
whatsoever. Your people are also
feeling this way - all of you are
feeling somewhat mellow.

Aquarius

Easy

Easy+

Medium

Hard

Feb.19-Mar. 20

You can speed things up if
you try - but do so only if you
passionately believe in what
you’re doing. Don’t move
forward just because you want to
be moving.

An upcoming family event
is making you excited to see
some friendly faces you’ve been
missing. Why not email them
and get the good times started
online?

CROSSWORDS

DOWN: 1- Cries at the bullfight; 2- Scruff; 3- Getting ___ years (aging); 4- Parsonage;
5- Paradise; 6- Acrylic fiber; 7- Dark cloud;
8- This ___ stickup!; 9- Grow together; 10Yesterday’s solution
Rani’s wrap; 11- Understanding words; 12Sibyl; 15- Blind; 23- Curvy letter; 25- Crossed
(out); 26- Have dinner at home; 27- Replay
feature; 28- Ancient Greek colony; 29Verve; 30- Gawks at; 31- Swedish imports;
32- Comics canine; 33- Person who is liable
to tell untruths; 34- Woman’s one-piece
undergarment; 37- Tarries; 40- Imposing
building; 42- Opposite of post-; 43- Large
spotted cat; 45- NL cap monogram; 46Soldiers; 48- Paddled; 49- Don; 50- In
addition; 51- Enemies; 52- Type of gun; 54Former Russian ruler; 55- Tinseltown terrier;
56- Meal in a pot; 59- Plato’s H;

Beijing

23

31

overcast

Harbin

18

26

cloudy

Tianjin

22

28

drizzle

Urumqi

20

33

clear

Xi’an

23

36

clear
shower

CONDITION

Lhasa

10

22

Chengdu

25

35

clear

Chongqing

27

38

cloudy

Kunming

17

28

cloudy

Nanjing

24

34

clear

Shanghai

27

35

cloudy

Wuhan

25

36

clear

Hangzhou

25

36

clear

Taipei

26

31

drizzle

Guangzhou

27

35

thundershower

Hong Kong

28

32

shower

Moscow

16

25

cloudy

Frankfurt

12

22

drizzle

Paris

11

19

drizzle

London

10

18

drizzle

New York

21

28

drizzle

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

ACROSS: 1- ___ about; 5- Pueblo Indian; 9- Garage sale warning; 13- Narrow path
for walkers, cars or ships; 14- Clear the board; 16- What you do to a joint, prior to a
heist; 17- Heroic; 18- Put to rest; 19- Native Canadian; 20- Faxed; 21- Remote abbr.;
22- More strange; 24- The yoke’s on them; 26- What ___ can I say?; 27- Temptress;
29- Majestically, musically; 33- Christopher of “Back to the Future”; 34- Small children;
35- Yikes!; 36- Cyclotron bit; 37- ___Nexis; 38- My ___, Vietnam; 39- Friendly femme;
41- Chief Norse god; 42- First-year cadet; 44- Where to find a seasonal fruit stand?;
46- Lock; 47- ___-bitty; 48- Hydrox competitor; 49- Batter cake; 52- ___ Paulo, Brazil;
53- School orgs.; 57- “The Time Machine” people; 58- Fashionably old-fashioned;
60- Gal Fri.; 61- Just ___!; 62- Precipitous; 63- Appraise, charge per unit; 64- “Titanic”
heroine; 65- No ifs, ___ or buts!; 66- Sketch;

MAX

WORLD

Pisces

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

MIN

CHINA

Scorpio

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Sagittarius

WEATHER

SUDOKU

Emergency calls 999

Taxi 28 939 939 / 2828 3283

Fire department 28 572 222

Water Supply – Report 2822 0088

PJ (Open line) 993

Telephone – Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

PSP 28 573 333

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88
ad
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ISSY Elliott, one of the most
iconic players in the history
of music videos, will receive the
Michael Jackson Video Vanguard
Award at the 2019 MTV Video Music Awards.
MTV announced this week that
Elliott will also perform on Aug.
26 at the Prudential Center in
Newark, New Jersey.
Since her debut video for “The
Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)” in 1997,
where she sported an inflated
trash bag with confidence and
charisma, Elliott has been a
powerhouse on the music video
scene with an oddball, eccentric
and creative style that’s inspired
generations after her.
Her upcoming performance on

AP PHOTO

Finally, Missy Elliott will receive
MTV Video Vanguard Award

the VMA stage will mark her first
since 2003.
Elliott became the first female

rapper inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame earlier this
year.

L

IL Nas X is galloping his way to
two new records on the Billboard
charts thanks to the massive success
of “Old Town Road.”
The song that beat out Mariah
Carey and “Despacito” to become
the longest-running No. 1 hit in the
history of the Hot 100 chart has now
set records on Billboard’s Hot R&B/
Hip-Hop songs and Hot rap songs
charts, respectively.
“Old Town Road,” which features
Billy Ray Cyrus and is spending its
19th week at No. 1, surpasses the record set by Drake’s “One Dance” on
the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop songs chart.
Drake’s track spent 18 weeks at No.1.
On the Hot rap songs chart, where Lil Nas X’s county-rap tune is also
spending its 19th week on top, the
20-year-old beats the record set by
Drake’s “Hotline Bling,” Iggy Azalea’s
“Fancy” and Missy Elliott’s “Hot
Boyz.” The latter three songs each

AP PHOTO

Lil Nas X’s viral song sets more
records on Billboard charts

spent 18 weeks at No.1.
Last month Lil Nas X’s viral song
became the most successful No. 1
song of all-time when it reached its
17th week at No. 1 on the all-genre
Hot 100 chart — Billboard’s main
chart for singles — surpassing the
16-week record held by Carey and
Boyz II Men’s “One Sweet Day” and

Luis Fonsi, Daddy Yankee and Justin
Bieber’s “Despacito.”
“Old Town Road” is now spending
its 19th week on top of the Hot 100
chart.
Lil Nas X’s song, which has achieved most of its success through audio streaming, was originally a solo
song but he added Cyrus to the track.

T

HE audio edition of Ann Patchett’s new novel has a voice
that listeners should find familiar: Tom Hanks.
HarperAudio announced yesterday [Macau time] that the Oscar-winning actor is narrating Patchett’s “The Dutch House,” which comes out September 24. The
book is a multigenerational story
centered on siblings Danny and
Maeve, and told from Danny’s
point of view. Patchett told The
Associated Press in a recent email
that she and Hanks have become
friendly over the past few years.
She interviewed him in Washington, D.C., when he was promoting
his book of stories, “Uncommon
Type.” He and his wife, Rita Wilson, have also met with Patchett

AP PHOTO

Tom Hanks reads audio for
Ann Patchett’s new novel

in Nashville, where she runs Parnassus Books.
Hanks has narrated audiobooks

before, including “Uncommon
Type” and Stephen Colbert’s “I
Am a Pole (And So Can You!)”
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FOOTBALL

JAMES ELLINGWORTH

Thursday, 3:00am

Liverpool v Chelsea
H 1.63, D 4.2, A 6

AP PHOTO

Liverpool returns to Istanbul
for Super Cup against Chelsea

L

IVERPOOL returns to the
scene of its most dramatic European triumph
when it faces Chelsea in
Istanbul for the Super Cup today
(Thursday, 3am), the first major
men’s European final to be refereed by a woman.
For any Liverpool fan, Istanbul brings back memories of
the thrilling comeback from 3-0
down to win the Champions League final against AC Milan in 2005.
The Super Cup is little more than
a ceremonial opener for the new
European season, but a win could
give Champions League winner
Liverpool and already struggling
Europa League winner Chelsea
some valuable early-season momentum.
For Jürgen Klopp’s Liverpool,
it’s a chance to continue a strong
start to the season after their 4-1

thrashing of Norwich on the opening day of the Premier League on
Friday. New manager Frank Lampard and Chelsea must bounce
back from a 4-0 loss to Manchester United.
Liverpool is unbeaten against
English teams in Europe over six
games stretching back to 2009,
when it lost a Champions League

quarterfinal to Chelsea.
Fresh off refereeing the Women’s World Cup final, France’s
Stéphanie Frappart will be in the
spotlight when she controls today’s game.
Frappart is no stranger to men’s
games after making her debut in
the French league in April. She
was calm under pressure when

the United States beat the Netherlands in July’s Women’s World Cup
final, using the video assistant referee system to award the penalty
for the U.S. to take the lead.
“Stéphanie has proved over a
number of years that she is one of
the best female referees, not just
in Europe but across the world,”
UEFA refereeing chief Roberto
Rosetti said this month. “She has
the ability to officiate on the biggest stage.”
Frappart is not quite the first
woman to referee European men’s
games — Swiss referee Nicole Petignat handled three UEFA Cup
qualifiers over a decade ago. Frappart is by far the most high profile.
One game into the season is a
bit early for an injury crisis.
However, after first-choice
goalkeeper Alisson hurt his calf
on Friday, Klopp was left with new
signing Adrian as his only fit ‘keeper.
Two other backup options have
injuries too, forcing Liverpool into
the emergency signing of 35-year-

old
former
Middlesbrough
goalkeeper Andy Lonergan.
Lonergan spent time with Liverpool in pre-season and will
be on the bench behind Adrian
for the Super Cup despite never
having played in the Premier League or any European competition
before.
He’s on a short-term contract
and is likely to leave Liverpool
once Alisson’s calf injury clears up
— expected in the next few weeks,
Klopp says — Or when 20-year-old Irish reserve Caoimhin
Kelleher regains fitness.
In attack, Sadio Mane could
make his first start this season
after coming on as a substitute
against Norwich.
The Super Cup is a chance for
Turkey to re-establish its reputation as a host for major sports
events despite persistent security
problems in recent years.
The Vodafone Park where the
game will be played was the site
of a deadly car bombing in 2016
which targeted police and was
blamed on Kurdish separatists.
Turkish media reports, citing
the Istanbul governor’s office, say
Liverpool and Chelsea fans will
be encouraged to gather in two
separate neighborhoods. Roads
leading to the stadium will be
closed to traffic. Police squads
from Turkey’s emergency, special
operations, anti-terror, nautical
and aerial departments will be on
duty. AP/ODDSCHECKER.COM
ad

CNN backs Chris Cuomo after
caught-on-video confrontation

OPINION

Animal Farm

CNN says it completely supports anchor Chris Cuomo after he
was seen on video threatening to push a man down some stairs
during a confrontation after the man apparently called him “Fredo,” in a seeming reference to the “Godfather” movies.
The video appeared yesterday [Macau time] on a conservative
YouTube channel. Host Brandon Recor told The Washington Post
the exchange happened Sunday at a bar in Shelter Island, New
York, after a man approached Cuomo for a picture. The man made
the video.

the

BUZZ

It doesn’t show the “Fredo” reference but depicts Cuomo’s profanity-laced reaction as he characterizes the comment as an anti-Italian slur. The man says he thought “Fredo” was Cuomo’s name.
CNN spokesman Matt Dornic tweeted that Cuomo “defended
himself” after being slurred in what Dornic calls “an orchestrated
setup.”
President Donald Trump added his voice to the fray, tweeting, “I
thought Chris was Fredo also. The truth hurts. Totally lost it! Low
ratings @CNN.”

AP PHOTO

Paris Workers
are preparing to
decontaminate some
Paris streets surrounding
the Notre Dame
Cathedral that have been
tested with high levels of
lead following the April
blaze that damaged the
landmark.

Cristina Tzintzun pictured in 2007

Texas Latina activist
condemns hate in
launching Senate bid
PAUL J. WEBER, AUSTIN

A

Latina activist in Texas
launched a U.S. Senate
run yesterday [Macau time]
saying hate has made people feel “they can target us
on the streets” in the wake
of an El Paso mass shooting
that police say was preceded
by the gunman posting a racist, anti-Hispanic screed.
Cristina Tzintzún Ramirez, 37, joins an
already long list of
underdog challengers to Republican
Sen. John Cornyn.
She is founder of the
Jolt Initiative, which
since 2016 has sought to turn Texas’
booming Hispanic
population into a
political force by
boosting their historically low levels of
voter turnout.
Her work hit close to
what the suspected El Paso
mass shooter seemed to
fear most: A racist post that
authorities believe Patrick
Crusius shared online before the Aug. 3 attack lashed
out against an influx of Hispanics and the thought of
them transforming Texas
into a Democratic stronghold.
El Paso police say Crusius
confessed to the shooting
that killed 22 people and
told them he was targeting
Mexicans .
“I am very aware of the
symbolism that my race and
my candidacy brings in this
moment in our state and

country’s history,” Tzintzún
Ramirez said during an interview with The Associated Press. “At the end of the
day, I think that most Texans
realize our diversity is our
strength, that there is nothing to be afraid of.”
Tzintzún Ramirez, who
said her mother is from Mexico and her father Ohio,
had been mulling a Senate
run for weeks prior to the

State Sen. Royce West,
one of the longest-serving
Democratic lawmakers in
Texas, and Houston City
Councilwoman
Amanda
Edwards also joined the
field in recent weeks. Cornyn’s campaign called Tzintzún Ramirez, who has never
held political office, a “hardcore progressive” in a statement about her candidacy.
O’Rourke left the presidential campaign
trail last week to return to his hometown and meet with
victims of the Walmart shooting, while
blaming Trump’s anti-immigrant rhetoric
for spreading hate.
Trump and the White
House have forcefully
disputed the idea
that he bears some
CRISTINA TZINTZÚN RAMIREZ
responsibility for the
nation’s divisions.
Tzintzún Ramirez said
attack. She enters a race that
has lacked a Latino candi- she supports universal background checks for fireardate seen as being able to
ms and banning the sale of
mount a serious challenge
assault weapons and high
in Texas and is starting with
the help of top operatives capacity magazines. She
from Democrat Beto O’Rou- alludes to the El Paso shooting in a video launching her
rke’s near-miss run for Senacampaign without explicitly
te last year.
mentioning the attack, conThe primary field has redemning leaders who she
mained unsettled in Texas
after O’Rourke, the former said scapegoat immigrants
and rhetoric that she says
El Paso congressman, resisted pleas from Democrats to “allows people to treat our
lives as less human.”
try again for Senate. Air For“That kind of hatred, that
ce veteran MJ Hegar, who
narrowly lost a House race kind of vitriol, that kind of
in Texas last year, leads the targeting, allows people to
money race early with more feel like they can target us
than $1 million in contribu- on the streets of our community,” she said. AP
tions so far.

Germany An indicator
of investors’ view of
the German economy
fell to its lowest since
December 2011 amid
concerns about the U.S.China trade conflict, the
chance of a disorderly
Brexit and a possible
competition among
countries to devalue
their currencies.
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Predicting our inflation is the simplest
thing in the world, provided you have minimal knowledge of these skills, of course. My
model is simple and does not even require
any econometrics.
A few days ago, before DSEC published its
June inflation data, I wrote in a local newspaper that Macau’s annual inflation (as
measured by the average change over the
last twelve months) would be 3.03 percent
or at most 3.04 percent in June.
It was 3.03 percent!
I also said that year on year inflation ( June
2019 compared to June 2018) would be in
the range of 2.59 to 2.68 per cent (or without such precision, 2.6 or 2.7 per cent).
The y-o-y inflation was 2.62 per cent, or 2.6
per cent!
So, what will it be at the end of July?
The official numbers will only be known
around August 22, but I already advanced
my forecast to a local newspaper at the beginning of August. Inflation in July will be
2.98 percent!
At best it could be a hundredth of a percentage point below.
July’s y-o-y inflation will be between 2.56
and 2.73 per cent, or between 2.6 and 2.7
per cent if we do not want such precision.
See what I’ve been saying for several months already, that the Macau inflation would be for some months still above the 2018
(which was 3.01% as you may remember)
and then start to come down.
See the trend: 3.01 in 2018, 3.11 in January
2019, 3.09 in February 2019, 3.10 in March
2019 and then 3.09 in April, 3.07 in May and
3.3 in June.
For the first time, it will begin to push
down below the three percent barrier in
July to 2.98 percent, although rounded this
value is still three.
At the end of the year it is likely to fall further, but at around 2.9%, I mean, my forecast points to 2.93 percentage points by the
end of 2019! Against the brains of this world!
Please note, IMF says it will be 2.5 percent
and UMAC 3.1 percent, although it also says
it could be 4.5 percent in the worst-case
scenario and 1.5 percent in the best case!
Anyway, there’s a whole world in the middle!
Last September I also said ( Jornal Tribuna
de Macau) that it could be at 3.9 percent!
Amazing.
The last EIU forecast I remember is 2.8
percent, the closest to my numbers.
Who will be closest to the truth? Guess
who.

Italy Political leaders
are scrambling to line
up allies ahead of a noconfidence vote against
Premier Giuseppe
Conte’s 14-monthold populist coalition
that could trigger the
government’s collapse.

”I am very aware

of the symbolism
that my race and
my candidacy
brings in this
moment in history.

UK A British judge has
set a hearing for next
month for an attempt by
opposition lawmakers
to stop Prime Minister
Boris Johnson from
suspending Parliament
to force through a nodeal Brexit.
AP PHOTO

Predicting our
inflation is not
difficult!

AP PHOTO

Albano Martins

Canada Police said they
believe two teenage
fugitives suspected of
killing a North Carolina
woman, her Australian
boyfriend and another
man took their own
lives amid a nationwide
manhunt.
USA A senior diplomat
says Washington is
consulting with its allies
as it proceeds with plans
to deploy intermediaterange missiles in Asia,
a move China says it
will respond to with
countermeasures.

