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THE PROPERTY MARKET WOKE UP 
IN THE SECOND QUARTER WITH 

RESIDENTIAL SALES NEARLY DOUBLING 
THAT OF A QUARTER EARLIER

MACAU’S INVESTMENT PROMOTION AGENCY 
HAS SLASHED ITS RESIDENCY APPLICATION 

APPROVALS SINCE JACKSON CHANG 
WAS REMOVED AS DIRECTOR  P2 P3 P2

NEW MACAU FENDS OFF 
CYBERATTACKS AS VOTING 

ACTIVITY GOES ON

More on backpage

China-North Korea 
Top military leaders 
from North Korea and 
China have recommitted 
themselves to 
strengthened exchanges 
between their armed 
forces during a meeting 
in Beijing.

China Teams have 
begun recovering bodies 
at a railway repair site 
in southwestern China 
where 17 workers were 
buried by rocks.

Singapore The economy 
would suffer if relations 
worsen between the 
U.S. and China, but the 
city-state must stay 
independent in the 
conflict between its two 
biggest trading partners, 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said yesterday.

North Korea Leader 
Kim Jong Un supervised 
another test-firing of an 
unspecified new weapon, 
seen as an attempt to 
pressure Washington and 
Seoul over slow nuclear 
negotiations and their 
joint military exercises. 
More on p13

Afghanistan Official says 
at least 63 people have 
died when suicide bomber 
detonated explosives in 
packed wedding hall.

Iran Foreign minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif  
says he’s praying for 
the “speedy recovery” 
of Kuwait’s ruling emir 
(pictured), though there 
has been no public word 
on the 90-year-old ruler 
being ill or injured.
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MONITORING canine blood sugar on 
a regular basis is a critical part of  ca-

ring for a diabetic dog in order to ensure the 
dog’s diabetes is under good control. Main-
taining good blood sugar control helps keep 
the diabetic dog healthy and avoids potential 
complications such as vision loss and kidney 
failure.

Recommended canine blood sugar levels
Blood sugar levels are measured in milli-
grams per decilitre of  blood or mg/dL. 
Maintaining a good balance allows your 
dog’s systems to function well and avoids the 
potential damage that elevated blood sugars 
or low blood sugars can cause. In caring for 
a diabetic dog, optimal blood sugar range is 
between 100 to 180 mg/dL. These levels of  
blood sugar are within the normal range for 
dogs and help keep your diabetic dog heal-
thy.

Hypoglycemia or low blood sugar
Hypoglycemia can be just as problematic as 
elevated blood sugars in a diabetic dog. 90 

mg/dL is considered to be the safe low end 
of  canine blood sugar levels. As the blood su-
gar continues to fall, you risk your dog be-
coming disoriented and unable to function. 
Low blood sugars can also cause seizures and 
various systems, such as vision and bladder 
control, to fail. If  the low blood sugar is not 
resolved by feeding quick sugars, your dog is 
at risk of  death. Once a proper blood sugar 
level is achieved, your dog should return to 
normal function.

Hyperglycemia or high blood sugar
Hyperglycemia or high blood sugar levels are 
readings of  180 mg/dL or higher. If  your dog 
is consistently above this level, there are va-
rious systems within his body that are at risk 
of  failure if  they continue to have to fight 
the high blood sugar levels. When your dog’s 
blood sugars are high, he will be lethargic, 
drink a lot of  water and urinate frequently. 
The excessive thirst and high volume of  uri-
ne are his body’s way of  trying to rid itself  
of  the extra sugars in his system. These high 
levels of  sugar put added stress on his kidneys 

as they try to flush the high sugar levels out 
of  his system. High sugar levels also make 
his heart work harder and put a strain on his 
cardiovascular system. High sugar levels also 
draw in sugars to the eye, causing the lens of  
the eye to crystallise and form cataracts.

Frequency of  blood sugar testing
Testing your diabetic dog’s blood sugar is an 
important part of  maintaining good control 
of  his diabetes. Depending on your dog, his 
activity level and his overall health, your ve-
terinarian may recommend testing anywhere 
from once daily to once a week. A dog who 
is highly active, such as a hunting dog or a 
dog competing in agility may require once a 
day testing to ensure his blood sugars are re-
maining at a healthy level, where a dog who 
spends most of  his days just relaxing around 
the house may only require testing once a 
week as his blood sugars will remain at a more 
consistent level.
Maintaining proper blood sugar levels is a ba-
lance of  proper medication, proper diet and 
appropriate exercise. Each of  these elements 

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

Canine blood sugar guidelines for diabetic dogs

are part of  the equation in caring for a diabe-
tic dog and helps him to lead a long healthy 
life.

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 

Dr Ruan Bester

ASK THE VET

THE Macao Trade and Investment Promo-
tion Institute (IPIM) approved just six re-

sidency permits for technical immigration 
(mainly in the financial services and education 
sectors) during the first half of 2019, according 
to new data released by the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service. 

The number of approved applications 
markedly dropped after some of the institute’s 
top officials were removed from their roles last 
year during an anti-corruption probe.

Among the cases handled in the first half of 
2019, six applications in the category of “mana-
gement and technical personnel” were appro-
ved, while one was rejected or cancelled.

Meanwhile, no applications in the category 
of “major investment” were approved.

Former IPIM head Jackson Chang was placed 
under investigation in October 2018 for allege-
dly relaxing the requirements of his bureau for 
approving technical and investment residency 
applications. At the same time, investigations 
into several other high-ranking IPIM officials 
were opened, including former IPIM director 
Glória Batalha Ung.

Chang was placed under preventive custody 
in July, after the Commission Against Corrup-
tion concluded he had committed acts of “pas-
sive corruption” by falsifying documents and 
abusing his power.

According to data provided by IPIM, for the 
year of 2018, 25 applications for technical immi-
gration residency were approved, while no appli-
cations were approved for major investment 
purposes. In 2017, there were 231 technical im-
migration residency applications approved and 
10 major investment applications approved. DB

Property market active as 
transaction volume doubles
ACCORDING to the stamp 

duty record, the number 
and value of property and 
parking spaces sold in Macau 
during the second quarter of 
this year has nearly doubled 
compared to the first.

The number of properties 
sold increased 94.2% compa-
red to the first quarter, while 
the value of the assets grew 
90.1% quarter-to-quarter, ac-
cording to the latest data relea-
sed by the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service.

In the second quarter, 
some 3,593 building units and 
parking spaces were traded, 
with a combined monetary 
value of 20.05 billion patacas.

A total of 2,725 units were 
traded at the total value of 
MOP16.9 billion (up 103.2%), 
of which MOP13.76 billion 
(up 113.8%) went to the 2,375 
finished units. Some 368 pre- 
sale units emerged onto the 
market, generating 67% more 
value to MOP3.14 billion.

In terms of square meter of 
usable area, the overall ave-
rage price, MOP110,263,  of 
residential units increased 
by 7.5%. Those on the Ma-
cau peninsula (MOP109,987) 
and Coloane (MOP128,871) 
rose by 11.4% and 1.6% res-
pectively, while those in Taipa 

(MOP101,515) dropped 3.4%.
The average price per 

square meter of usable area 
of existing residential units 
(MOP105,575) rose by 9.7%, 
led by a 13.7% increase in pre-
mium residential units five 
years old or younger. 

Most of the purchased units 
were in the New Land of Areia 
Preta (NATAP), numbering 785 
units. Meanwhile, 247 units 
were in Central Taipa and 179 
in other parts of Areia Pre-
ta and Iao Hon. The average 
prices per square meter were 
MOP146,481, MOP98,455 and 

MOP91,401 respectively.
For pre-sale residen-

tial units, the average price 
per square meter grew by 
3.2% quarter-to-quarter to 
MOP136,022. There were 235 
units purchased in Coloane, 
44 in Móng Há and Reservoir 
and 36 in central Taipa, while 
their respective average pri-
ces per square meter were 
MOP131,981, MOP156,766 
and MOP140,931.

Industrial units are on the 
rise, seeing their values rise 
7.5%. Commercial proper-
ty prices edged up 0.4% to 

MOP102,390 per square meter.
In the second quarter, 2,445 

transaction contracts concer-
ning 44.5% more premises 
were signed. Meanwhile, 2,516 
mortgage contracts involving 
62.2% more units were signed.

In the private sector, 8,176 
residential units were being 
designed, 7,377 under cons-
truction and 302 under ins-
pection. During the quarter, 
construction permits were 
issued for 96 residential uni-
ts, while license of use were 
issued for 69 residential uni-
ts. AL

IPIM-approved 
residency permits 
drop in first half 
of 2019
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S Lawmaker calls for 
shift to electronic 
textbooks

Lawmaker José Maria Pereira Coutinho 
has proposed that public schools 
should start using electronic textbooks 
instead of traditional textbooks. “In 
the modern era, it is unacceptable to 
use [traditional] textbooks and not 
electronic textbooks,” he wrote in 
his interpellation to the government. 
“Electronic textbooks are not only 
good for the environment, but can 
also avoid having us spending money 
on medicine for children as a result of 
heavy textbooks.” He proposed other 
measures to reduce students’ physical 
burdens. “Will the education authority 
encourage schools to arrange each 
class [to be] in the same classroom 
in order to avoid having students 
running around with their backpacks, 
and to use storage?” Coutinho asked. 
“Currently, many advanced countries 
are using electronic textbooks inside 
secondary schools. When will the 
education authority adopt electronic 
textbooks in public schools, introduce 
information technology across all 
schools, and especially reduce the 
use of paper by using digital teaching 
products?” Coutinho asked. 

SKY21 mousse cake 
tested positive for 
Salmonella 

Nam Wan SKY 21 was ordered by 
the Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) to 
suspend sales of a mango mousse 
cake, after the IAM detected 
Salmonella in a sample. The case 
has been reported to the Health 
Bureau (SSM). Currently, no incidents 
related to the product have been 
reported. The IAM will continue to 
follow up on the case and will re-
examine the premises to ensure 
food safety. In addition, the IAM 
interviewed the person responsible 
from SKY21 to understand the details 
behind the food production process, 
after requesting a comprehensive 
review and rectification at the 
premises to strengthen food hygiene 
management. 

Commission of Audit 
finalizing new 
electronic system

The Commission of Audit (CA) 
has nearly completed research 
and development for the new 
version of the electronic audit 
system for the supervision of public 
departments, according to Ho Veng 
On, commissioner of the CA. In 
accordance with the implementation 
of the budget outline law, the audit 
system needs to be adjusted or 
updated. The first step is to issue a 
notice signed by the commissioner 
of audit that lists the documents 
which all departments need to submit 
for audit, according to Ho. Ho said 
that because of the development 
of the economy and the use of 
financial expenditures, the amount 
of information and data submitted by 
various governmental departments 
has become cumbersome. Ho added 
that the most important thing when 
using the new electronic system is 
speed and accuracy.

Lawmaker and New Macau Association member Sulu Sou

New Macau faces cyberattacks, 
threats due to voting activity 

Sulu Sou urges charging for domestic refuse
LAWMAKER Sulu Sou 

has urged the Macau 
SAR government to esta-
blish a system for char-
ging for domestic refuse, 
according to his inter-
pellation to the govern-
ment. 

“Regarding domestic 

refuse, which should not 
be ignored, has the gover-
nment already comple-
ted the relevant consulta-
tion draft? And when will 
the government launch 
a public consultation, as 
well as the legislative pro-
cedure?” Sou asked. 

“In view of the large 
amounts of refuse pro-
duced by tens of millions 
of tourists each year, does 
the government have a 
specific plan to reduce 
waste?”

“Judging by neighbo-
ring regions’ experience, 

more than 10 years are 
needed to prepare for 
[such a system].” Sou 
wrote. 

Sou went on to ques-
tion whether the gover-
nment will select groups, 
such as gaming opera-
tors, SMEs, restauran-

ts and old buildings, to 
carry out voluntary tests 
where the government 
will provide trash bags 
and gather statistics for 
the establishment of a 
system for charging for 
domestic refuse in the fu-
ture. JZ

LYNZY VALLES

L
OCAL  pro-democracy 
group New Macau As-
sociation (ANM)  said 
that the website where it 

has been conducting its voting 
activities on universal suffrage 
has been subject to cyberatta-
cks and that the association has 
received threats.

The website, which contains 
only one question: “Do you 
agree that the Chief Executive of 
the Macau SAR should be elec-
ted by universal suffrage?” had 
received 4,756 answers as of 4 
p.m. yesterday.

Speaking to the press yester-
day, association member and 
lawmaker Sulu Sou said that the 
numbers had matched their ex-
pectations for the week.

Additionally, Sou said that 
since August 15, the website has 
been experiencing technical is-
sues due to a cyberattack.

The lawmaker said that al-
though it has been fixed, the 
website showed that the IP ad-

dresses related to the attacks 
were from the SAR and main-
land China.

“We cannot confirm the ac-
tual source of the cyberattack, 
but we know that their main ob-
jective is to the damage the sys-
tem so that other citizens won’t 
be able to enter the website,” 
said Sou.

“These incidents of cybera-
ttacks are still happening now, 
but we will try our best to pro-
tect all personal data for safety 
and integrity,” the lawmaker 
added. 

The association has long 
been fighting for universal suf-
frage, arguing that local citizens 
should form the core of the ci-
ty’s democratization.

Meanwhile, the lawmaker 
also said that last Wednesday 
afternoon, the association re-
ceived threats from people who 
tried to surround their site, in-
sulting them due to their diffe-
rent political opinion.

According to Sou, police au-
thorities are aware of this and 

have taken videos of the threats. 
“They [the attackers] tell us 

that if we keep promoting ci-
vil voting, they will continue to 
surround us and insult us. They 
added that they don’t want so-
meone to damage the local so-
ciety,” Sou said.

Although the association 
has no plans to press charges 
against those who threatened 
and insulted the association 
and its activities, Sou said that 
they are still monitoring the le-
vel of threats they are receiving.  

“Some police also took vi-
deos of that. We also have com-
munication with them, but we 
just wanted to let them know 
the situation. [We are not] pres-
sing charges,” he stressed. 

The voting activity will take 
place until August 25, to assess 
public opinion on how Macau’s 
top official should be chosen.

Meanwhile, when com-
menting on police authorities’ 
rejection of today’s supposed 
silent protest at Senado Square 
to oppose the conduct of Hong 

Kong’s police during the de-
monstrations in the neighbo-
ring SAR, Sou said that rejecting 
the protest affects freedom of 
assembly. 

The lawmaker said up to 
now, he was still not aware of 
who the organizers were, but 
clarified that although the pro-
test will be ongoing, he will still 
not attend, arguing that the 
core problem in the neighbo-
ring SAR does not lie with police 
authorities. 

However, he expressed regret 
that the police authority rejec-
ted the request for protest.

“This is not just an individual 
case [so] it affects the freedom 
of assembly seriously. I think it’s 
not reasonable to [reject] the as-
sembly only because of possible 
violence,” said Sou.

“As an observer in this case, I 
think the police should take res-
ponsibility to protect, but not to 
directly [reject] the assembly. I 
hope the organizers considered 
appealing the [authorities’] de-
cision.” 
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LIVING STANDARDS

Ho agrees better quality housing should be built
ANTHONY LAM

CHIEF Executive elec-
tion candidate Ho Iat 

Seng said at his second pu-
blic hearing yesterday that 
he will aim to improve the 
quality of subsidized hou-
sing. 

The candidate held two 
public hearing sessions 
over the weekend. Yes-
terday, he took questions 
from 20 members from the 
audience.

One middle-aged lady, 
who identified herself only 
as Mandy, elaborated ex-
tensively on political re-
form and subsidized hou-
sing.

“Almost all residents 
are sandwich-class buyers 
now. I have talked with 
them, and they [have] said 
they don’t want to become 

slaves of subsidized hou-
sing.” Mandy expressed 
that both living and eating 
in Macau is expensive, 
making life very difficult. 
She questioned the candi-
date as to why the prices of 
subsidized housing could 
not be lowered.

“Don’t forget this sub-
sidized housing will defi-
nitely lead to a loss [to the 
owner]. As such, why can’t 
you push down the price 
to MOP1,500 per squa-
re foot? It can ease public 
anger,” she said. “Or you 
can reform the harsh so-
cial housing mechanism 
with the income ceiling at 
MOP8,600.”

Ho said lowering the 
price to MOP1,500 per 
square foot was irrational, 
as it would not even cover 
the cost of the housing.

He explained that a ra-
tional price makes reaso-
nable quality housing, but 
agrees subsidized housing 
with better quality should 
be built. “Some 50-year-old 
buildings still look very 
nice, but others are dila-
pidated. It is related to the 
quality of construction,” 
said Ho.

“We want quality hou-
sing for our people, so that 
they can live there for life,” 
said Ho. “We don’t want 
to see falling tiles and dri-
pping drains,” he added, 
in an apparents reference 
to falling tiles reported at 
the Seac Pai Van subsidized 
housing some years ago.

Another member of the 
audience, who identified 
himself as Chio, asked Ho 
about the necessity and 
possibility of implemen-

ting citywide medical insu-
rance. 

Chio mentioned that the 
current healthcare system 
in Macau covers the elder-
ly, children and teenagers, 
civil servants, teachers and 
patients with chronic ill-
ness or infectious diseases. 
However, he did not think 
this coverage is sufficient. 

“For example, my kid 
used to feel discomfort in 
the head. Eventually, [my 
child] was diagnosed with 
sinusitis. The problem is 
that it takes a patient half 
a year to be transferred 
from general to specialist 
medicine. As a result, even 
though there is free health-
care, not many citizens can 
enjoy it.”

Chio mentioned further 
that commercial insuran-
ce may not cover certain 

illnesses or does not cover 
patients’ existing illnesses. 
The audience member 
then brought up the fact 
that medical insurance for 
all exists in the mainland 
and Taiwan. He also cited 
that the annual spending 
on National Health Insu-
rance in Taiwan accoun-
ts for 6.3% of the island’s 
gross domestic product. In 
2017, 85.8% of Taiwan’s ci-
tizens felt satisfied with the 
insurance program. 

“You [Mr. Chio] poin-
ted out spending on Na-
tional Health Insurance 
in Taiwan accounted for 
6.3% of its GDP. In Macau, 
last year we had a GDP of 
MOP440 billion and spent 
MOP8.4 billion on medical 
care, which is around 2%,” 
said Ho,  adding that the 
jurisdictions could not be 

directly compared. “If we 
need to reach the 6.3% in 
Taiwan, it will mean that 
we need to expand to spen-
ding of [between] MOP25 
billion to MOP26 billion.” 

Ho suggested it would 
bring a deficit to Macau, 
which violates the provi-
sion in the Basic Law. The 
Law requires the govern-
ment to spend within its 
means. Nonetheless, he 
said he would study how 
Taiwan achieved this level 
of spending and see whe-
ther there are lessons that 
can be applied to Macau.

Ho also explained that 
even though Macau does 
not spend as much as 
Taiwan in percentages, in 
the MSAR the spending 
is well-designed to target 
certain vulnerable groups. 

“We focused on citi-
zens above 65 years of age 
and below 18 years, and 
we made that spending,” 
he said. “It isn’t a small 
amount.”
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Administrative reform is priority for Ho Iat    Seng’s incoming government
RENATO MARQUES

M
ACAU’S adminis-
trative reform is the 
top-most priority 
for the incoming 

government, said the sole Chief 
Executive candidate, Ho Iat Seng, 
on Saturday in an interview with 
Macau’s non-Chinese language 
media. This is one of his major 
campaign initiatives ahead of the 
Chief Executive election on Au-
gust 25.

In his reply to the Times on 
how he had prioritized the mea-
sures drafted in his political pro-
gram, Ho said, “from my political 
program, the number one prio-
rity is administrative reform […] 
which will work like the cons-
truction of a building in which 
administrative reform becomes 
the foundation [of the building].”

Ho explained that through ad-
ministrative reform, the gover-
nment could improve adminis-
trative efficiency, resulting in an 
improvement to economic deve-
lopment.

For the upcoming Chief Exe-
cutive, administrative reform 
would have a snowball effect, 
where progress in economic de-
velopment will consequently 
“improve the livelihood of the 
population.”

But this snowball effect, Ho 
explained, will not end with just 
quality of life improvement. It 
also affects another initiative 
promised by the candidate – the 
“attraction of talent.”

Ultimately, after this sequence 

of interlinked events, Ho says the 
final goal, which is the develop-
ment of culture and economic 
diversification, will be attained.

“With all these areas impro-
ved, then we can think about 
the development of culture and 
[economic] diversification,” Ho 
concluded, establishing an order 
of the issues he proposed addres-
sing when he forms the next go-
vernment.

‘GAMING SECTOR 
IS IRREPLACEABLE’

Questioned on the challenges 
posed in the attainment of eco-
nomic diversification, Ho said, 
“the gaming sector represents a 
percentage of Macau’s economy 
that is irreplaceable,” adding, “I 
don’t think that any [other] sector 
in Macau can replace it. This is a 
fact, this is the reality.”

Ho noted that the gaming in-
dustry has another important 
and relevant aspect, due to the 
fact that the industry is also the 
main contributor of tax revenue 
for the government. He noted 
that the government’s high ex-
penditure in infrastructure and 
other areas is only possible due 
to the taxes that come from the 
casinos.

Concurrently, he also noted 
that the gaming industry has at-
tempted to help reduce the exis-
ting gap between the rich and 
the poor through a “redistribu-
tion [from the government] of 
the revenues granted, especially 
to the families of lower social 
classes.”

On this note, Ho remarked 
that the achievements of so-cal-
led “economic diversification” do 
not promote any drastic changes 
in economic terms, but instead, 
continue to assist other sectors 

that represent smaller percenta-
ges of the Macau’s gross domestic 
product. Some examples include 
real estate, finance, and insuran-
ce and retail, which are cumulati-
vely accountable for around 24% 

of the GDP. This is in addition 
to the industrial sector, which 
accounts for another 1.5%, and 
the Meetings, Incentives, Confe-
rencing, and Exhibitions (MICE) 
which he noted had a low percen-
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YOUTH AFFAIRS

Ho commends youngsters’ judgment, independent analysis
JULIE ZHU

CHIEF Executive can-
didate Ho Iat Seng 

believes that Macau’s 
youth are capable of re-
sisting the influence of 
Hong Kong’s protesters. 

Late last week, Ho at-
tended a talk with local 
youth. During the talk, 
one representative of a 
local youth club asked 
Ho about his opinion on 
Hong Kong’s recent pro-
tests, which she descri-
bed as “violent inciden-
ts.”

The representative 
said that Hong Kong’s 
“violent incidents” had 
been spread to Macau 
by “insidious” people. 
In her opinion, thanks 
to the internet and tech-

nology, the local youth 
can constantly receive 
information that positi-
vely reports Hong Kong’s 
“violence,” and negati-
vely and wrongly about 
the Hong Kong police au-
thority. 

These situations pose 
a threat to Macau and 
to the country’s securi-
ty. The questioner thou-
ght that the government 
should organize for the 
police department to 
carry out promotional 
campaigns in schools 
and to eliminate threats 
at their source.

“I want to ask how 
you are going to guide 
the youth towards estab-
lishing correct values and 
preventing the seduction 
of bad [influence],” the 

young woman asked.
In response, Ho said 

that he had already dis-
cussed the topic with the 
education sector, whi-
ch had proposed that 
patriotic education be 
enhanced. The sector 
had also suggested gui-
ding the youth to learn 
more about the experien-
ces of modern China.

Ho said that the edu-
cation sector’s propo-
sal should not only be 
adopted to prevent Hong 
Kong’s situation from 
taking root in the Macau 
SAR, but should also ser-
ve as a long-term project 
for other reasons too. 

Ho commended Ma-
cau’s local youth for their 
independent analysis of 
information.

“Not only are they able 
to see the information on 
the internet, but also, if 
you turn on the TV, this 
news is present every day. 
They [the youth] have the 
ability to analyze and 
they will analyze right 
and wrong,” said Ho. 

In addition to the afo-
rementioned topics, Ho 
was also questioned on 
Macau’s “ghost associa-
tions.”

Another representati-
ve from a local youth as-
sociation said there was 
an association for every 
70 residents in Macau, 
with many of these being 
“ghost associations,” 
where non-locals can 
participate. She further 
criticized the fact that 
one person can belong to 

multiple associations si-
multaneously.

The questioner said 
that the government 
cannot receive opinions 
from the majority of the 
Macau public nor can it 
pass governmental infor-
mation to the public. 

Ho said that it is diffi-
cult to determine Macau 
residents’ participation 
in associations. Moreo-
ver, because Macau is a 
society of associations. 
many people form orga-
nizations to stay in touch 
with each other. Howe-
ver, these associations do 
not have the right to vote 
and the government does 
not subsidize them.

“They are neither 
supervisory nor bene-
ficiary. Music and ope-

ra associations are just 
about singing, the gover-
nment does not subsi-
dize them,” commented 
Ho. “I think that, putting 
aside these [kinds of ] 
associations, what’s left 
are political associations 
and ‘Love the Country 
and Love Macau’ associa-
tions.”

Meanwhile, last Thur-
sday, during his visit to a 
youth entrepreneurship 
center, Ho said that he 
hopes to introduce more 
angel funds in Macau 
to support youth entre-
preneurship. The Chief 
Executive candidate also 
claimed he would clear-
ly and transparently ex-
plain to the public youth 
entrepreneurship fund 
expenditure.

Administrative reform is priority for Ho Iat    Seng’s incoming government

tage contribution.
Questioned by the Times on if 

work on the renewal of gaming 
licenses poses any particular 
challenges or difficulties to the 
upcoming government, as they 

may be the first major decisions 
to make, Ho said, “the work on the 
renewal of gaming licenses alrea-
dy started about two years ago. At 
the time, the issues encountered 
were mostly related to the review 

of the laws on this matter.” 
“As Chief Executive, my com-

petence is to act according to the 
existing laws, so there is no such 
thing as a difficult or easy task. 
It’s just a process that will evolve 
within the laws [that rule it],” he 
concluded, noting, “no problems 
are expected on the matter.”

TECH AND SCIENCE 
ARE SAFE BETS

Questioned on which sectors 
the government would put extra 
effort in to in order to stimulate 
alternative development, 
Ho said, “we want to ac-
celerate the development 
of the technological and 
scientific sectors through 
the introduction of talent 
in these two fields.” 

“We hope to attract 
talent, as well as profes-
sionals and investors in 
the areas of manufactu-
ring and production [of 
technology and science] 
from the Greater Bay Area 
to establish themselves in 
Macau.” 

Other areas in which the Chief 
Executive candidate said he wan-
ts to work include development 
of Chinese traditional and Wes-
tern medicine production. He 
gave the example of a Portuguese 
company in the pharmaceutical 
sector that has been in Macau 
for many years, and hopes that 
others of the same kind, “could 
join and also invest in Macau, 
and through Macau enter the 
market in mainland China.” 

POLICIES ON NON-RESIDENTS 
TO HOLD STABLE

Responding to several topics 
involving non-resident workers 
(TNR) and the policies to be ex-
pected from the upcoming go-
vernment on this topic, Ho de-
fended that little will change in 
the upcoming times.

“At the moment, we have a 
[healthy] ratio between TNR and 
local residents in terms of the 
working population. I think this 
is a very reasonable ratio,” he 
said, adding that the issue at the 

moment is not on creating res-
trictions, or opening up to recei-
ve more foreign manpower, but 
instead, “on how we can better 
apply the policies that we have 
regarding these workers. Maybe 
in some sectors, there is no need 
for the existence of such a high 
number of these [TNR] workers 
[while in others they might be 
needed].”

Nevertheless, the Chief Exe-
cutive candidate left a clear 
message that he is not thinking 

of facilitating more access to 
foreign manpower, but instead, 
better managing the resources 
that Macau already has.

MACAU NEED NOT 
FOLLOW HONG KONG

The economic impact of the 
events occurring in the neighbo-
ring region of Hong Kong was 
brought up during the interview 
with Ho, who refused to com-
ment specifically on the Hong 
Kong government’s attempt to 
solve the problem.

Commenting only on the 
HKD20 billion financial packa-
ge the Hong Kong government 
recently launched, Ho said, “I 
think that [… the stimulus] pa-

ckage is something 
that has already been 
a reality in Macau for 
some time. We laun-
ched that a few years 
ago. Now Hong Kong 
has done the same, as 
they suffered pressure 
to enforce similar poli-
cies.”

According to Ho, the 
measures mostly aim to 
“protect against an in-
ternational economic 
situation that is not so 

good. This financial package co-
mes as an economic preventive 
measure.”

“On our side, I can say that 
we do not need to follow Hong 
Kong’s policies. Neither do I 
think that such policies can pro-
duce any impact in Macau,” said 
Ho. 

“What we need to do is our 
work and, in the future, if some-
thing happens [that justifies it], 
we can for sure balance the eco-
nomic development of Macau.”

”As Chief Executive, 
my competence is to 
act according to the 

existing laws, so there 
is no such thing as a 

difficult or easy task.
HO IAT SENG
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What Hong Kong’s 1960s chaos 
could teach city’s besieged leaders
IAIN MARLOW 
& NATALIE LUNG

I
T was a 5-cent fare hike for 
Hong Kong’s iconic Star Ferry 
that set off the protests. Cars 
and buildings were set on fire. 

Riot police patrolled the streets. 
Tear gas was fired—and still the 
crowds kept coming.

That was Hong Kong in the 
spring of 1966. And the violence 
didn’t end there. A year later, leftis-
ts inspired by Mao Zedong’s Com-
munist Party launched a series of 
riots and bombings that killed 51 
people in the then-British colony.

The Hong Kong Police For-
ce—and the British military—em-
ployed emergency laws, sweeping 
raids and mass arrests, sometimes 
facing accusations of excessive 
force. Yet, what followed was a 
broader set of policies that ushe-
red in one of the city’s golden ages.

The colonial administration 
embarked upon an infrastruc-
ture-building spree that inclu-
ded public housing to address 
underlying social tensions. They 
undertook a more collaborative 
approach to defuse tensions with 
demonstrators—building trust 
and eventually helping restore the 
peace.

Now, as Hong Kong reels from 
more than two months unrest—
with hundreds of thousands of 
protesters filling the streets, be-
sieging the airport, setting fires 

outside police stations and hur-
ling petrol bombs at officers—the 
similarities to the 1960s upheaval 
are hard to miss.

So far, though, there’s been li-
ttle more than a general acknow-
ledgment of the need for recon-
ciliation from the Beijing-backed 
administration of Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam. “That is my very se-
rious political commitment and 
responsibility to the people of 
Hong Kong,” Lam told reporters 
last week, saying she would act 
“after the violence has 
been stopped.”

Hong Kong’s return to 
Chinese rule in 1997 alte-
red the delicate balance 
between the public and 
the police established 
after the 1960s. That’s 
making it increasingly 
difficult for Lam to en-
gineer a peaceful end to 
the current unrest.

In recent weeks, the 
police have increasingly 
leaned on a harsh rioting 
statute rarely used since it was pas-
sed at the height of the 1967 chaos, 
charging dozens of protesters with 
crimes carrying a sentence of up 
to 10 years in prison. That’s infla-
med tensions between protesters 
and police still recovering from 
clashes during the pro-democracy 
Umbrella Movement in 2014.

“By the end of British colonial 
rule, policing had become fairly 

community-based and coopera-
tive, rather than confrontational,” 
said Andreas Fulda, an assistant 
professor at the University of No-
ttingham and author of “The Stru-
ggle for Democracy in Mainland 
China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.”

Recent years have seen a “move 
away from restrained British co-
lonial policing strategies aimed at 
de-escalation and toward a swift 
politicization and militarization 
of the Hong Kong Police Force,” he 
said.

A senior police official told 
reporters that the agency could 
handle law-breaking behavior by 
protesters but not address deeper 
grievances. Political issues need a 
political solution, in additional to 
the police, the official said.

This year’s protests began in 
June over a controversial bill that 
would have enabled extraditions 
to mainland China. Still, protes-

ters often cite the other worries 
driving them, including the wor-
ld’s most expensive home prices 
and rising inequality.

While Lam has since put the 
proposed legislation on hold, she 
has refused to formally withdraw 
it. Beijing and Hong Kong’s ad-
ministration have also refused 
to concede to any of the protes-
ters demands, which include an 
inquiry into police tactics—and 
more broadly the root causes of 
the discontent.

Regina Ip, a pro-estab-
lishment legislator, joined 
government in the 1970s 
after she said the autho-
rities “decided to increase 
local recruits to be closer to 
the people.” The governor, 
Murray MacLehose, lau-
nched an ambitious pro-
gram that transformed the 
city—and could serve as 
inspiration for Hong Kong 
now, she said in her office.

“He launched a massive 
housing program, music 

offices all over the territory, cultu-
ral centers, recreation and sports 
programs, you know, responding 
actively to social ills, and that res-
tored Hong Kong,” she said, a copy 
of a government report on the 
1966 riots on her desk. “That shou-
ld be what we do now.”

In the absence of a political so-
lution, a vicious cycle has emerged 
whereby aggressive responses fuel 

further protests that are someti-
mes exclusively about police tac-
tics. Clashes have only escalated.

The demonstrators have bran-
dished iron poles, flung bricks 
into police stations with catapults 
and last weekend injured a police 
officer with a Molotov cocktail. 
The protesters also caused Hong 
Kong’s airport, one of the world’s 
busiest, to briefly shut down.

The police, meanwhile, have 
come under international con-
demnation from the U.S., U.K. 
and the United Nations for increa-
singly aggressive moves. Most re-
cently, they fired tear gas in the en-
closed confines of a train station, 
dressed up as demonstrators and 
were filmed making a tense arrest 
kneeling on a protester’s bloody 
face.

The police have argued that 
they’re merely responding to vio-
lence from radical protesters, and 
have received staunch support 
from Lam’s government—as well 
as Beijing.

It’s all a long way from the 
days of the 1980s and 1990s, 
when police officers would store 
their riot gear in trucks around 
the corner from demonstra-
tions, and hand out water to 
protesters in the summer heat, 
said Steve Tsang, director of 
the China Institute at London’s 
School of Oriental and African 
Studies and the author of nume-
rous books on Hong Kong.

Although there were incidents 
of police brutality in the colonial 
period, commanding officers di-
dn’t condone the violence, and 
ordered investigations, Tsang said. 
The post-handover government 
has overseen “a shift to a more 
mainland China style of policing,” 
he said.

There is at least some sign 
that the government, which has 
stressed the damage the unrest is 
doing to the economy, is also wor-
ried about the underlying cau-
ses. On Aug. 15, the government 
announced a $2 billion stimulus 
plan to revive the economy, which 
included measures for low-inco-
me families such as student subsi-
dies and extra payments to social 
security recipients.

Yang Guang, a spokesman for 
China’s top agency overseeing 
Hong Kong, told a briefing on July 
29 that Beijing would work with 
the local government “and various 
industries in the Hong Kong so-
ciety to create better conditions 
for them.”

Nonetheless, the government 
rejects one of the key demands of 
the protesters—an independent 
investigation into police con-
duct—on the grounds that such 
an inquiry is impossible while the 
protests continue.

“We should do what the British 
have done—rather than look back 
we should look forward,” said Ip, 
the lawmaker. “We should be mo-
ving on, and look how we can ta-
ckle the really deep rooted social 
and economic problems in Hong 
Kong.” BLOOMBERG

Riot police disperse protesters near the Legislative Council complex in Hong Kong

It’s all a long way 
from the days of the 
1990s, when police 

officers would store 
their riot gear in 

trucks around the 
corner and hand out 
water to protesters
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Members of China’s paramilitary People’s Armed Police are seen at Shenzhen Bay Stadium

China flexes muscle in Shenzhen 
amid more weekend rallies
MEMBERS of China’s para-

military People’s Armed Po-
lice marched and practiced crowd 
control tactics at a sports complex 
in Shenzhen across from Hong 
Kong in what some interpreted as 
a threat against pro-democracy 
protesters in the semi-autono-
mous territory.

The sound of marching boots 
and synchronized shouts echoed 
from the grounds on Friday. Of-
ficers in green camouflage stood 
guard at closed entrances. A sta-
dium security guard said “it wasn’t 
clear” when the paramilitary poli-
ce would leave the grounds.

Chinese state media have only 
said that the Shenzhen exercises 
were planned earlier and were 
not directly related to the unrest 
in Hong Kong, though they came 
shortly after the central govern-
ment in Beijing said the protes-
ts were beginning to show the 
“sprouts of terrorism.”

From a distance, police cou-
ld be seen conducting drills in 
military fatigues, using shields, 
poles and other riot-control gear. 
In one exercise, two groups mar-
ched in formation with those in 
front raising shields as if to pro-

tect themselves from projectiles. 
Others behind held red flags and 
banners. The words “the law” and 
“prosecuted” could be seen on 
one.

Outside, dozens of armored 
carriers and trucks sat in the 
parking lot of the Shenzhen Bay 

Stadium, close to a bridge linking 
mainland China to Hong Kong.

Asked if Hong Kong police cou-
ld maintain order or if mainland 
Chinese intervention is becoming 
inevitable, Hong Kong police 
commander Yeung Man-pun said 
that while they face tremendous 

pressure, “I can tell you we’re con-
fident the police have the capabi-
lity to maintain law and order.”

Weeks of protests in Hong 
Kong have been marked by in-
creasing violence and a shutdown 
of the Hong Kong airport earlier 
this week. The demonstrators are 

demanding expanded political ri-
ghts and the scrapping of legisla-
tion that could have seen criminal 
suspects sent to mainland China.

A weekend of protests began 
Friday night with a university stu-
dent-led “power to the people” 
rally in Chater Garden, a public 
square in the financial district. 
Then protesters ignored police at 
a major pro-democracy rally yes-
terday, even after the force denied 
permission for the march.

China has pressured foreign 
and Hong Kong companies to 
support the ruling Communist 
Party’s position against the pro-
testers.

On Friday morning, Fren-
chman Alain Robert, who has 
been dubbed “spiderman” for his 
unauthorized climbs of skyscra-
pers, hung a banner appealing for 
peace as he scaled the 62-story 
Cheung Kong Center, a landmark 
Hong Kong building that is the 
base for property tycoon Li Ka- 
shing’s business empire.

The banner showed the Chi-
nese and Hong Kong flags over a 
handshake and a small yellow sun 
with a smiley face.

“The banner is to give joy 
and smile to the people of Hong 
Kong,” he told the AP as he sat in 
a taxi about to leave for his climb. 
He added that he didn’t want to 
get “mixed up in the political si-
tuation.” MDT/AP
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Cathay CEO quits after airline 
caught in Hong Kong protests

Flight attendants unions regret Hogg’s departure
CHANYAPORN 
CHANJAROEN

CATHAY Pacific Airways 
Ltd.’s flight attendants 

unions said they were “sa-
ddened” and “regret” the 
departure of CEO Rupert 
Hogg and Chief Customer 
and Commercial Officer 
Paul Loo.

In a Facebook post pub-
lished Sunday, the unions 
representing flight atten-
dants of Cathay Pacific 
and sister firm Hong Kong 
Dragon Airlines said the 
resignations were made to 
“take up the collective res-
ponsibility and accounta-
bility for the damage of the 
brand due to the external 

factors.” The statement 
also called new rules set 
by China’s civil aviation re-
gulator a “radical change,” 
but noted that the airlines 
have to comply with them.

New requirements from 
the Civil Aviation Adminis-
tration of China on Aug. 
9 includes suspension of 
staff supporting demons-

trations in Hong Kong 
from flying to the main-
land and other related ac-
tivities.

“It is grievous but true 
that none of us including 
the company has experien-
ced such radical change,” 
the unions said in the post. 
“Our workplace is now and 
shall continue to be greatly 

influenced by many unfo-
reseeable elements.”

The unions also asked 
members to be cautious 
and not to discuss any po-
litical or religious topics 
while flying, to be careful 
when posting on social me-
dia or commenting outside 
of working hours on topics 
which could “cause signi-

ficant effect on everyone 
of us now.” The statement 
also said that thorough 
checks on all personal 
items including electronic 
devices was now happe-
ning at some airports, and 
that the members should 
“be well prepared to avoid 
undesirable consequen-
ces.” BLOOMBERG

KYUNGHEE PARK

C
ATHAY Pacific Airways 
Ltd.’s Chief Executive 
Officer Rupert Hogg re-
signed, a week after the 

carrier was rebuked by China for 
staff involvement in the anti-Bei-
jing protests rocking Hong Kong.

Hogg, 57, quit to take respon-
sibility for the way the airline has 
responded to recent events, he 
said in an email to staff obtained 
by Bloomberg. Hong Kong’s fla-
gship carrier appointed Augustus 
Tang, 60, as Cathay’s new CEO, 
according to a statement released 
Friday.

The CEO has been “at the fore-
front of this crisis and must take 
responsibility for the way it has 
been managed,” Hogg said. “Cou-
ld we have managed things diffe-
rently? In hindsight, ‘Yes’.”

The shock exit comes after one 
of the worst weeks in Cathay’s 
recent history. The move had ad-
ded symbolic significance given 
the historical roots of the Swire 

Group, the airline’s biggest inves-
tor and one of Hong Kong’s great 
business houses, or hongs.

The airline has emerged as the 
most visible corporate victim of 
the political unrest in Hong Kong, 
with demonstrations against an 
extradition bill morphing into a 
full-scale, months-long pushback 
against China’s grip on the city.

Cathay is the biggest airline in 
Hong Kong and its airport, which 
was shut down earlier this week 
by protesters, is the carrier’s hub. 
After Cathay pilots and attendan-
ts took part in strikes and protests, 
China’s aviation regulator levied 
a swathe of curbs on the airline, 
which is increasingly reliant on 
mainland traffic. Chinese state-
-owned firms have started boyco-
tting Cathay, telling their workers 
not to fly with the carrier. The 
company was also excoriated by 
the nation’s biggest bank, sending 
its shares to a 10-year low on Tues-
day.

“This is the right step to repair 
the relationship with China,” said 

K. Ajith, an analyst at UOB Kay 
Hian Pte in Singapore who covers 
the stock. “Someone is taking res-
ponsibility - they are acknowled-
ging the importance of China and 
its shareholders.”

The resignation was first repor-
ted by China’s state broadcaster 
CCTV, which said Hogg had quit 
without saying where it got the in-
formation.

Hogg took the helm at the 
72-year-old carrier just over two 
years ago, tasked with one of the 
toughest turnaround jobs in Asian 
commercial aviation. He was pre-
viously an executive with Swire. 
Cathay counts state-run Air China 
Ltd. as its second-largest investor, 
with a stake of about 30%.

As Hong Kong’s dominant lo-
cal airline, Cathay was initially 
affected by the protests because 
the unrest put off tourists. But its 
troubles deepened after Cathay 
staff unions took part in a general 
strike on Aug. 5. Four days later, 
China’s civil aviation regulator is-
sued a major aviation safety risk 

warning to Cathay, and issued a 
detailed list of demands.

Merlin Swire, chairman of the 
Swire Group, went to Beijing to 
meet with aviation officials on 
Monday, and Cathay fired two 
pilots who’d been suspended in 
relation to the protests. In a mes-
sage to employees this week, the 
carrier said it is obliged to comply 
with regulations from the nation’s 
aviation authorities. Cathay also 
said it won’t tolerate illegal activi-
ties.

On Thursday, China’s autho-
rities said Cathay had complied 
with its demands.

Once a dominant player in 
Asia’s premium air travel market 
with few serious rivals, Cathay 
brought in Hogg in 2017 after the 
airline reported its first loss in ei-
ght years. It saw challenges from 
intensifying competition, with 
budget carriers and deep-pocke-
ted, state-owned Chinese carriers 
moving into its turf. Incursions 
into Asia from Middle Eastern ri-
vals such as Emirates Airline and 
Etihad Airways PJSC, which targe-
ted business travelers, also had an 
impact.

Through cost reductions - in-
cluding hundreds of job cuts - 
Hogg managed to revive the airli-
ne’s earnings potential. This year, 
he spearheaded the takeover of 
Hong Kong’s only budget airline 
to enter the no-frills market, after 
more than a decade resisting such 
a move to focus on premium ser-
vices.

Hogg joined the Swire Group 
in 1986 and steadily rose through 
the ranks with overseas stints in 
Southeast Asia and Britain, befo-
re being tagged as Cathay’s chief 
operating officer in 2014. As part 
of the senior management team, 
Hogg helped pull together a res-
tructuring plan that the company 
is still executing.

Cathay also said Friday its 
Chief Customer and Commercial 
Officer Paul Loo resigned, and 
will be replaced by Ronald Lam, 
currently head of the Hong Kong 
Express budget business.

The airline is fully committed 
to Hong Kong under the “One 
Country Two Systems” principle, 
Cathay said in Friday’s statement.

“The company is confident 
that Hong Kong will have a great 
future.” BLOOMBERG

From Aug. 10, Cathay should 
suspend all staff who partic-
ipated in or supported the 
“illegal” demonstrations from 
flying to the mainland or per-
forming any official activities 
related to air transport on the 
mainland.
From Aug. 11, Cathay should 
submit for approval a manifest 
of all crew members flying to 

and across mainland China’s 
airspace. Otherwise, the rele-
vant flights won’t be accepted 
by the Chinese authorities.
On Aug. 15, Cathay should 
submit plans for how man-
agement will improve flight 
safety and security to relevant 
authorities on the mainland.
Source: Civil Aviation Adminis-
tration of China.

What China asked Cathay to do

Former Cathay Pacific Chief Executive Officer Rupert Hogg
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State’s biggest energy company shuns 
Venezuela oil on tighter US sanctions 

Beijing blames India for Kashmir tension as UN action blocked
DAVID WAINER

CHINA’S ambassador 
to the United Nations 

blamed India for stoking 
tensions with Pakistan and 
called on both sides to exer-
cise restraint after a rare 
closed-door Security Coun-
cil meeting on the situation 
in Kashmir that failed to 
produce concrete action.

The Security Council 
met on Friday to discuss 
Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s decision to 
scrap autonomy for Kash-
mir, though the body was 
divided on how to proceed, 
with the U.S. and France 
blocking a Chinese attempt 
to get the 15-member body 
to publicly urge parties to 
refrain from actions that 
exacerbate tensions along 
the line of control, diplo-
mats said.

“It’s obvious that the 

constitutional amendment 
by India has changed the 
status quo in Kashmir, 
causing tensions in the re-
gion,” Chinese Ambassa-
dor Zhang Jun told repor-
ters after the closed-door 
meeting. “China is deeply 
concerned about the cur-
rent situation and opposes 

any unilateral action that 
complicates the situation 
and we call upon the rele-
vant parties to exercise res-
traint.”

China is a historic ally 
of Pakistan. Underscoring 
rising tensions between 
nuclear powers India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir, it 

was the first full Security 
Council meeting to discuss 
the disputed region since 
1965.

One Western diplomat, 
who asked not to be iden-
tified discussing the closed 
meeting, said even though 
no decision was reached, 
holding the meeting hel-

ped calm tensions because 
it showed Pakistan that the 
international community is 
engaged on the issue.

India has called the 
Kashmir decision an in-
ternal matter with no bea-
rings on its international 
borders with Pakistan and 
China. Yet Beijing issued a 
strongly worded statement 
last week questioning the 
impact on the mainly Bud-
dhist region of Ladakh - an 
area of strategic importan-
ce nestled between Tibet 
and Pakistan.

Friday’s discussion came 
after Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi urged the Coun-
cil earlier this week to hold 
an urgent meeting, arguing 
that India’s moves pose “a 
threat to international pea-
ce and security, willfully un-
dermine the internationally 
recognized disputed status 

of Jammu & Kashmir,” and 
violate the human rights of 
the Kashmiri people.

India says its decision to 
convert Jammu and Kash-
mir into two federally ad-
ministered regions would 
usher in prosperity for the 
region where as many as 
42,000 people, including ci-
vilians, army, police and mi-
litants have died in violence 
in the last three decades.

“The recent decisions 
taken by the government 
of India are intended to 
ensure that good governan-
ce is promoted and social 
economic development is 
enhanced,” Syed Akbaru-
ddin, India’s ambassador 
the the UN, said. “We are 
saddened that terrorism is 
being fueled while langua-
ge and incendiary talk of 
Jihad are being mentioned 
by people who should know 
better.” BLOOMBERG 

LUCIA KASSAI

CHINA’S biggest energy com-
pany is backing away from 

direct purchases of Venezuelan 
crude as the Trump administra-
tion tightens sanctions against 
the South American nation.

China National Petroleum 
Corp. has canceled plans to load 
about 5 million barrels worth of 
Venezuelan oil onto ships this 
month in the aftermath of the 
latest executive order by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, according 
to people with knowledge of the 
situation who asked not to be 
identified discussing proprietary 
information.

CNPC joins Turkey’s largest 
bank, Ziraat Bank, which severed 
its relationship with Venezuela’s 
Central Bank following sanctions. 
The moves represent a setback 
for Venezuelan President Nicolas 
Maduro, who has been counting 
on both China and Russia to keep 
the country going amid a huma-
nitarian crisis, food shortages and 
hyperinflation.

China became the top desti-
nation for Venezuelan crude after 
U.S. sanctions against state-ow-
ned Petroleos de Venezuela SA 
were announced at the end of Ja-
nuary. Venezuela may run low on 
options without the help of CNPC 
to export oil, a main source of re-
venue that bankrolls the Maduro 
regime. The three August-loa-
ding cargoes canceled by CNPC’s 
subsidiary PetroChina Co. Ltd. 
haven’t so far attracted another 

buyer, according to reports seen 
by Bloomberg.

PetroChina’s press office decli-
ned to comment on market spe-
culation, citing company policy.

On Aug. 5, Trump signed an 
executive order authorizing sanc-
tions on anyone who provides 
support to Maduro. Opposition 
leader Juan Guaido, recognized 
by the Trump administration as 

the country’s leader, is backed by 
more than 50 countries.

PetroChina’s pullback doesn’t 
mean China will completely turn 
away from Venezuelan oil. Other 
companies can continue to su-
pply China’s independent refiners 
known as teapots with the South 
American nation’s crude, accor-
ding to people familiar with the 
matter.

China has been a staunch su-
pporter of the Venezuelan gover-
nment since its first oil-backed 
loan to late president Hugo Cha-
vez. The Asian nation has loaned 
USD50 billion in the past decade 
in exchange for oil. China, along 
with Russia, is one of 14 nations 
that support Maduro.

This will be the first time in 
more than a decade that Petro-

China forgoes Venezuelan crude, 
according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. China has imported 
339,000 barrels a day of Venezue-
lan oil this year. Most of the bar-
rels come via PetroChina, but in 
the wake of U.S. sanctions, Rus-
sia’s Rosneft Oil Co PJSC has ste-
pped up to supply Venezuelan oil 
to the country’s independent refi-
ners. BLOOMBERG
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Beijing lines up lower borrowing 
costs with revamped rate system

US backs F-16 sale to Taiwan, drawing warning from China
THE Trump administra-

tion has informally told 
Congress that it supports a 
potential sale of F-16 figh-
ter jets to Taiwan, drawing 
a preemptive warning from 
China at a critical moment 
in trade talks with the U.S.

The State Department 
has informally told key 
House and Senate com-
mittees that it supports 
the USD8 billion sale of 
66 F-16s, according to two 
congressional aides with 
knowledge of the decision. 
Even with congressional su-
pport, it will be years before 
any of the Lockheed Martin 
Corp. jets are delivered, as-
suming Taiwan signs an ac-
tual contract.

It’s unclear whether the 
administration’s support 
for the sale would be used 
as a bargaining chip in the 
still-fluid trade talks with 
the Beijing government or 

whether it represents ad-
ditional support for a go-
vernment long seen as a 
bulwark against Chinese 
expansion in the Asia-Paci-
fic region. China considers 
Taiwan as part of its terri-
tory, and regards any Ame-
rican involvement there as 
an intrusion.

On Friday, a spokeswo-

man for China’s Foreign 
Ministry told reporters 
that “the U.S. arms sales to 
Taiwan severely violate the 
one-China principle.”

The spokeswoman, Hua 
Chunying, said that her 
government was urging 
the U.S. to “refrain” from 
selling the “fighter jets to 
Taiwan and stop arms sales 

to and military contact with 
Taiwan. Otherwise, the Chi-
nese side will surely make 
strong reactions, and the 
U.S. will have to bear all the 
consequences.”

Last month, China’s Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi war-
ned the U.S. not to “send a 
wrong signal to separatist 
forces in Taiwan, don’t re-

peat mistakes and don’t 
play with fire on Taiwan-re-
lated issues.”

President Donald Trump 
on Thursday said he plan-
ned to speak with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping “soon.” 
The U.S. has a new round of 
tariffs scheduled to go into 
effect on Chinese imports 
Sept. 1, a move authorities 
in Beijing has warned will 
spark a retaliatory response.

The U.S. hasn’t sold ad-
vanced fighter jets since 
then-President George 
H.W. Bush announced the 
sale of 150 F-16s to Taiwan 
in 1992. The Obama admi-
nistration rejected a similar 
Taiwanese request for new 
jets, agreeing in 2011 to up-
grade the island’s existing 
fleet.

Normally, the informal 
30-day notification process 
to Congress that started 
Thursday night would be 

followed by a formal, publi-
cly released notification to 
congressional committees 
that lawmakers have ano-
ther 30 days to approve or 
disapprove. A U.S. official 
said the formal notification 
is likely to occur sooner, 
however.

After that it could take 
months or years before 
Taiwan and the U.S. ac-
tually sign a contract and 
possibly years after that 
before deliveries begin. The 
“Block 70” F-16s offered for 
sale are common to those 
sold to other U.S. allies.

The Taiwan F-16s, howe-
ver, would be equipped 
with top-line fire control 
radar made by Northrop 
Grumman Corp. that would 
allow precision-guided mu-
nitions to be fired at greater 
distances, said an official 
familiar with the details. 
BLOOMBERG

C
HINA’S central bank said 
it’ll start releasing a new 
reference rate for bank 
loans, a further step in 

a long-awaited reform to interest 
rates that’s set to bring lower bor-
rowing costs to the economy.

The People’s Bank of China will 
announce the new loan prime 
rate, or LPR, at 9:30 a.m. on the 
20th of every month, starting this 
month, according to a  statement 
on Saturday. The central bank will 
require commercial lenders to set 
the price for new loans to busines-
ses and households “mainly” with 
reference to the LPR, while the pri-

ce for outstanding loans can stay 
unchanged for now, it said.

The use of the new referen-
ce rate signals policy makers are 
completing the  last mile  of an 
overhaul to the country’s rates 
system, which still bears some 
hallmarks of the Communist 
command system. If successful, 
the revamp can stimulate demand 
for new credit and aid growth in 
the world’s second-largest eco-
nomy as it remains embroiled in a 
protracted trade war with the U.S.

The central bank said Saturday 
that commercial lenders submi-
tting prices for the calculation of 

the new LPR will report in terms of 
basis points added to the interest 
rate of the PBOC’s medium-term 
lending operations, the most re-
cent of which was at 3.3%. The 
number of banks participating in 
the pricing will be increased to 18 
from 10, with the types of lenders 
expanded to include city and rural 
commercial lenders, foreign len-
ders with operations in China, and 
privately-owned lenders, it said.

As the current benchmark 
1-year lending rate stands at 
4.35%, new loans priced from the 
LPR could carry a significant dis-
count.

The reform will make the “ove-
rall lending rate for the real eco-
nomy move downward, which 
will achieve an effect similar to 
that of cutting interest rates,” Li 
Qilin, chief economist at Lianxun 
Securities Co., wrote in a note. Its 
effectiveness can only be seen in 
the pricing on Tuesday, he said.

China’s economy weakened 
more than expected in July after a 
brief bounce in the previous mon-
th, and the trade war with the U.S. 
is expanding into financial and 
currency areas. While the PBOC 
has been providing liquidity to the 
banking system to reduce inter-

bank borrowing costs, the easing 
has only passed through into the 
real economy to a limited extent.

A key reason preventing the 
effective transmission of cheaper 
market rates to the economy is 
that banks set the price of loans 
with reference to the old ben-
chmark lending rates, the PBOC 
said. Some banks have even taken 
concerted actions to “set a hidden 
floor” for loan prices, it said.

The reform of the LPR can 
“achieve the effect of lowering the 
real interest rate for loans,” the 
central bank said.

Initiating the interest-rate re-
form to lower borrowing costs for 
the economy, rather than cutting 
existing interest rates straight 
away, signals a continuation of 
China’s targeted approach to ea-
sing. The PBOC called for a “ratio-
nal” view on current headwinds 
in a key policy report earlier this 
month, signaling that large-scale 
stimulus isn’t the first option as it 
tries to fend off rapid debt growth 
and asset bubbles.

The changes will eventually 
enable the PBOC to influence 
the entire economy and financial 
markets via the price of its short-
-term loans in the open market, 
similar to other major central 
banks.

Most central banks govern the 
price of money in an economy via 
the rate which banks are charged 
to borrow cash over short periods. 
In China, that approach has long 
divided into two steps. Currently, 
the PBOC sets a rate that prices 
mortgages, business loans and 
other commercial lending -- the 
one-year lending rate. Separate-
ly, the 7-day reverse repo rate is 
considered the benchmark for 
short-term inter-bank borrowing. 
BLOOMBERG
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Restrictions continue in 
Kashmir despite security ease
RESTRICTIONS continued 

in much of Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir yesterday, despite 
India’s government saying it was 
gradually restoring phone lines 
and easing a security lockdown 
that’s been in place for nearly two 
weeks.

Soldiers manned nearly deser-
ted streets and limited the move-
ment of the few pedestrians who 
came out of their homes in Srina-
gar, the region’s main city.

The security crackdown and 
a news blackout were installed 
following an Aug. 5 decision by 
India’s Hindu nationalist gover-
nment to downgrade the Mus-
lim-majority region’s autonomy. 
Authorities started easing restric-
tions on Saturday.

But the Press Trust of India 
news agency said authorities re-
-imposed restrictions in parts of 
Srinagar after violence was repor-
ted on Saturday.

About 300 Kashmiris returned 
to Srinagar from a Hajj pilgrimage 
in Saudi Arabia. Many of them be-
came emotional while reuniting 
with their family members who 
met them at the city’s airport. Due 

to the security and communica-
tions lockdown, many travelers 
were unable to contact anybody 
in the Kashmir region.

“Neither us nor our relatives 
here knew if we were dead or ali-
ve,” Muhammad Ali said after re-
turning from the annual Islamic 
pilgrimage to Mecca.

Public transport buses star-
ted operating in some rural 
areas in Indian-controlled Kash-
mir on Saturday. Cellphone and 
internet services resumed in 
some districts, but news reports 
said that happened only in the 
Hindu-dominated Jammu re-
gion, which was not threatened 

by anti-India protests.
The New Delhi government’s 

decision on Kashmir’s status has 
touched off anger in the region 
and raised tensions with Pakis-
tan. Kashmir is divided between 
Pakistan and India, but both 
claim the region in its entirety. 
The nuclear-armed archrivals 
have fought two wars over the 
territory.

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Imran Khan demanded that 
United Nations observers be de-
ployed to the troubled region.

“This threatens 9 million Kash-
miris under siege” in Kashmir, 
“which should have sent alarm 
bells ringing across the world 
with UN Observers being sent 
there,” Khan said on Twitter.

Indian Defense Minister Ra-
jnath Singh dismissed the idea, 
and said that if talks are held be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad 
they would only be on Pakistani-
-administered Kashmir, not on 
India’s part of the region.

An exchange of gun and mor-
tar fire between Indian and Pakis-
tani forces was reported on Sa-
turday across the militarized Line 

of Control that divides Kashmir 
between the countries. India said 
one of its soldiers was killed in the 
exchange.

Meanwhile, ordinary people 
in the region continue to feel the 
impact of the restrictions.

Nazir Ahmad, a retired engi-
neer who lives in Srinagar, said 
Saturday that residents were still 
facing difficulties in buying items 
such as vegetables, milk and me-
dicine. He said his father is sick 
and needs a constant supply of 
medicine, which the family is fin-
ding difficult to procure.

“There is no internet, no tele-
phone, no communication, no 
transportation,” said Ahmad, 
describing the situation as living 
through a “siege.”

“We are living like animals,” 
he said. “So I request everybody, 
please come and solve this situa-
tion. Nobody is coming out” of 
their homes.

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has defended the 
Kashmir changes as freeing the 
territory from separatism, and his 
supporters have welcomed the 
move. One of the constitutional 
revisions allows anyone to buy 
land in Indian-controlled Kash-
mir, which some Kashmiris fear 
could change the region’s culture 
and demographics. Critics have 
likened it to Israeli settlements in 
Palestinian territories. AP
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NORTH KOREA

Kim expresses ‘great satisfaction’ 
over weapons tests

PHILIPPINES 

Defense secretary calls for shift of gaming centers
DITAS LOPEZ

PHILIPPINE Defense 
Secretary Delfin Loren-

zana has called for online 
gaming operations that 
carry out activities close to 
military camps to be relo-
cated on security concerns.

Lorenzana said he was 
worried that Chinese em-

ployees working in these 
online casinos could be ta-
pped for intelligence gathe-
ring by their home country. 
The government estima-
tes that most of the about 
138,000 employees of onli-
ne casinos are Chinese and 
the businesses cater mainly 
to people from China.

“Knowing that Chinese 

companies are mandated 
by the Chinese government 
to assist in intel collection 
for their government, it is 
not far-fetched that indi-
viduals, likewise, could be 
compelled to do so,” Lo-
renzana said in a statement 
yesterday.

Presidential spokesman 
Salvador Panelo said Chi-

na’s ambassador to Mani-
la Zhao Jianhua had sent 
him a message saying that 
if Chinese workers in the 
Philippines are accused of 
being spies, the same can 
be said of Filipino workers 
in China.

Lorenzana said the di-
plomat’s statement was 
“preposterous” and the 

two situations weren’t 
comparable. The gaming 
centers are very near mi-
litary camps and naval 
bases, he said, adding that 
he believes that the Chi-
nese workers are here as 
workers, not spies. Lee-
chiu Property Consultan-
ts estimated in July that 
the sector employs about 

345,000 people.
“What I am alarmed 

about is the potential that 
they could be tapped for 
info gathering purposes,” 
the defense chief added. 
“That is why I support the 
relocation of the centers to 
economic zones that are 
not proximate to military 
camps.” AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea said Sa-
turday that leader Kim 
Jong Un supervised 
another test-firing of 

an unspecified new weapon, seen 
as an attempt to pressure Washin-
gton and Seoul over slow nuclear 
negotiations and their joint mili-
tary exercises.

Pyongyang’s Korean Central 
News Agency, or KCNA, said that 
following Friday’s launches, Kim 
expressed “great satisfaction” over 
his military’s “mysterious and 
amazing success rates” in recent 
testing activity and vowed to build 
up “invincible military capabili-
ties no one dare provoke.” The re-
port did not mention any specific 
comment about the United States 
or South Korea.

The launches were North Ko-
rea’s sixth round of tests since late 
July that revealed developments 

of a new rocket artillery system 
and two separate short-range 
mobile ballistic missile systems 
that experts say would expand its 
ability to strike targets throughout 
South Korea, including U.S. bases 
there.

KCNA did not describe what 
Friday’s weapons were or how 
they performed, but said 
that the tests were suc-
cessful and strengthened 
the military’s confidence 
in the reliability of the 
system.

North Korea’s official 
Rodong Sinmun news-
paper published photos 
that showed what appea-
red to be a missile soaring from 
a launcher installed on a vehicle 
and striking what appeared to be 
a coastal target. Kim is seen jubi-
lantly raising his fist while cele-
brating with military officials.

“[Kim] said everyone should 

remember that it is the [ruling] 
party’s core plan and unwavering 
determination to build a powerful 
force strong enough to discourage 
any forces from daring to provoke 
us and to leave any opponent de-
fenseless against our Juche wea-
pons of absolute power even in 
situations of physical clashes,” 

KCNA said, referring to the North’s 
national ideology of self-reliance.

In a separate statement on Sa-
turday, KCNA berated the ongoing 
U.S.-South Korea military drills as 
an invasion rehearsal that com-
pels North Korea to constantly de-

velop “powerful physical means 
and their deployment for an ac-
tual war.”

The United States has down-
sized its major military exercises 
with South Korea and halted dis-
patches of strategic assets such as 
long-range bombers and aircraft 
carriers to the region since the 

first summit between 
Kim and President Do-
nald Trump last year. But 
North Korea says even 
the smaller drills violate 
agreements between the 
leaders.

South Korea’s mili-
tary said earlier that two 
projectiles launched 

from the North’s eastern coast 
flew about 230 kilometers befo-
re landing in waters between the 
Korean Peninsula and Japan. The 
U.S. and South Korean militaries 
were analyzing the launches but 
didn’t immediately say whether 

the weapons were ballistic missi-
les or rocket artillery.

Experts say Trump’s repeated 
downplaying of the North’s recent 
launches allow the country more 
room to intensify its testing acti-
vity and advance its short-range 
weaponry while it seeks to build 
leverage ahead of nuclear nego-
tiations with Washington, which 
could resume after the end of the 
military drills later this month.

The U.S. envoy for North Ko-
rea, Stephen Biegun, will visit Ja-
pan and South Korea early next 
week for talks on how to “further 
strengthen coordination on the 
final, fully verified denucleariza-
tion” of North Korea, the U.S. Sta-
te Department said.

North Korea has ignored South 
Korean calls for dialogue recently 
and is seen as trying to force Seoul 
to make stronger efforts to coax 
major concessions from Washin-
gton on its behalf.

Hours before the latest laun-
ches, an unidentified North Ko-
rean government spokesperson 
used unusually blunt language 
to criticize South Korean Presi-
dent Moon Jae-in for continuing 
to hold military exercises with the 
U.S. and over his rosy comments 
on inter-Korean diplomacy, and 
said Pyongyang has no current 
plans to talk with Seoul.

Moon said in a televised spee-
ch on Thursday that momentum 
for dialogue remains alive despi-
te the series of “worrying actions 
taken by North Korea recently” 
and called for Pyongyang to choo-
se “economic prosperity over its 
nuclear program.”

The spokesperson also critici-
zed South Korea’s recent acqui-
sition of advanced U.S.-made 
fighter jets and said it would be 
“senseless” for Moon to believe 
that inter-Korean dialogue will 
automatically begin after the end 
of the U.S.-South Korean drills.

The North had recently said it 
would talk only with Washington 
and not Seoul, and that inter-Ko-
rean dialogue won’t resume un-
less the South offers a “plausible 
excuse” on why it keeps hosting 
military drills with the United Sta-
tes. Seoul’s Unification Ministry, 
which deals with inter-Korean af-
fairs, criticized the North Korean 
statement, saying it wouldn’t help 
efforts to improve relations. AP

Kim said everyone 
should remember 

that it is the ruling 
party’s core plan to 

build a powerful force
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FRANCE

Police suicide rate climbs, 
government is flummoxed

Leaked UK memos warn of food, drug shortages in Brexit chaos
RAPHEL SATTER, 
LONDON 

SECRET British govern-
ment documents have 

warned of serious disrup-
tions across the country 
in the event that the U.K. 
leaves the European Union 
without a trade deal on Oct. 
31, according to The Sunday 
Times.

The newspaper pub-
lished what it said were 
three pages worth of 
“planning assumptions” 
detailing what the British 
government expects in the 
case of a sudden, “no-deal” 
exit from the EU. Among the 
most serious: “significant” 
disruptions to the supply 
of drugs and medicine, a 

decrease in the availabili-
ty of fresh food and even 
potential fresh water shor-
tages due to possible inter-

ruptions of imported water 
treatment chemicals.

Although the grim scena-
rios reportedly outlined in 

the government documents 
have long been floated by 
academics and economists, 
they’ve been repeatedly dis-

missed as scaremongering 
by proponents of Britain’s 
departure from the EU.

British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has said he is 
ready to leave the EU regar-
dless of whether he is able 
to renegotiate the exit Brexit 
deal struck with Brussels 
by his predecessor, Theresa 
May.

His own officials, howe-
ver, have warned that with 
a no-deal Brexit, the sharing 
of law enforcement data 
and the health of Britain’s 
crucial financial services in-
dustry could be in jeopardy 
after Oct. 31.

The documents pub-
lished by the Times also 
quote officials as warning 
that up to 85% of all trucks 

would not be ready for Fren-
ch customs at the critical 
Channel crossing on Oct. 
31, causing lines that could 
stretch out for days. Some 
75% of all drugs coming into 
Britain arrive via that cros-
sing, the memos warned, 
“making them particularly 
vulnerable to severe delays.”

The officials foresee “cri-
tical elements” of the food 
supply chain being affected 
that would “reduce availabi-
lity and choice and increase 
the price, which will affect 
vulnerable groups.”

The Sunday Times did 
not explain how it got the 
documents. Britain’s Ca-
binet Office did not return 
a message seeking com-
ment. AP

ELAINE GANLEY 

T
HREE riot police officers, 
a police commander, a 
police academy teacher — 
all are among eight Fren-

ch police officers who have killed 
themselves recently. That makes 64 
so far this year — and the number 
just keeps on climbing.

Deaths by suicide for French po-
lice now outnumber deaths in the 
line of duty. The protectors need 
protecting, say police unions, whi-
ch are demanding more help to 
stop the problem.

Those who choose to end their 
lives are from everywhere in Fran-
ce and of all ages, many with you-
ng children. The latest death came 
Wednesday in the Ardeche region 
in southeast France. Why they step 
across what one police union calls 
the “thin blue line” remains a ques-
tion that French authorities have so 
far been unable to answer.

A parliamentary inquiry made 
public in July lists a multitude of 
reasons for the stress and despair 
among French police, including 
overwork since a series of terrorist 
attacks that started in January 2015 
and the weekly, often extremely 
violent, anti-government protests 
since November by the yellow vest 
movement seeking more economic 
and social justice. It does not single 
out any one reason.

“Given the situation today, 2019 
could be the worst in the last 30 
years,” said Denis Jacob, head of the 
Alternative Police CFDT union.

A Senate report last year said the 
French police suicide rate was 36% 
higher than the rate for France’s 
general population, but also unco-
vered no single reason behind the 
suicides.

“We don’t have an understan-
ding” of why, Interior Minister 
Christophe Castaner conceded in 
April as he announced yet another 
prevention plan, the third minister 
in a row to do so, underlining au-
thorities’ failure to solve the public 

health problem.
Significantly, Castaner acknow-

ledged that police suicides must 
not be considered “external to 
work,” and seen as only the result of 
personal problems. And National 
Police Director Eric Morvan broke a 
taboo, sending a letter to all 
officers encouraging them 
to talk “without fear of 
being judged” and saying 
discussing distress “is ne-
ver a weakness.”

While psychological 
trauma, including encoun-
ters with violence, is a risk 
factor for suicide, there are 
10-15 factors that can feed 
the “acute crisis” which 
leads to taking one’s own life, Ca-
therine Pinson, a psychologist in 
charge of the police support servi-
ce, told the Senate inquiry.

The “hypervigilance” of police in 
the face of potential terror attacks is 
a clear stress factor that keeps poli-
ce in their “bubble” even at home, 
Amelie  Puaux, a psychologist with 
the support service, told the French 
senators.

And the 2016 deadly attack on a 
police couple in front of their small 
child at their home in Magnanville, 
west of Paris, dramatically impac-

ted police officers fearful for their 
families, she said. Some moved, 
changed services or resigned to 
protect their loved ones.

Sebastian Roche, a research di-
rector at the National Center for 
Scientific research who speciali-

zes in comparing police 
systems, says there are 
simply no studies to un-
derstand the causes of 
the French suicides or 
impact studies to evalua-
te prevention measures, 
which he calls a “huge 
weakness” within the In-
terior Ministry.

He doesn’t believe that 
PTSD — with Post Trau-

matic Stress Disorder — is at the 
root of the problem, noting the dip 
in police suicides in 2015 when dea-
dly Islamic State attacks in France 

began in January and culminated 
in November with the Paris massa-
cres that left 130 people dead.

“All of a sudden, their mission 
made sense,” he said by telephone. 
“The population judged them as 
useful.”

French citizens applauded poli-
ce as heroes during that stretch in 
2015. That image lost its shine over 
time, then collapsed, as French po-
lice matched exceptionally violent 
yellow vest anti-government pro-
tests with harsh containment tac-
tics that maimed some protesters.

At one point, yellow vest protes-
ters, picking up on the suicide wave 
, even chanted “Kill yourselves! Kill 
yourselves!” at lines of police.

While suicide among police is a 
problem in many countries, Fran-
ce’s rate appears exceptionally 
high. AP

”Given the situation 
today, 2019 could be 

the worst in the last 30 
years.
DENIS JACOB

HEAD OF THE ALTERNATIVE POLICE CFDT UNION.
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON this day in history
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim Chef! Sr2

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Moda Portugal Sr.4

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Portugal que Dança

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Coisas Curiosas de Saber

Todas as Palavras

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Tanegashima - A Ilha da Espingarda 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

Unexpected Encounters
Time: 12pm-6pm
Until: October 31, 2019 
Venue: Access to Level 23 via lifts behind 
Morpheus check-in counters 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

Sands Presents:  All That’s Gold Does 
Glitter – An Exhibition of Glamorous 
Ceramics
Time: 24 hours 
Until: October 9, 2019 
Venue: The Venetian Macao, The Parisian Macao, 
Sands Macao & Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 2882 8888

Macau Science Centre
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
Admission: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D sky 
shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D sky 
shows)
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 
 

Mandarin’s House
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
Address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2896 8820

Treasure of Sacred Art of St. Joseph’s 
Seminary
Time: 10am-5pm daily (Closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

Wynn Presents:  Garden of Earthly 
Delights 
Time: 10am-10pm
Until: October 6, 2019 
Venue: Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 6882 2839

A South Dakota woman who recently gave birth to 
triplets says she didn’t find out about her pregnancy 
until she went to the hospital with what she thought 
were kidney stones.

KOTA-TV reports Dannette Giltz, of Sturgis, gave 
birth to the healthy triplets on Aug. 10.

Giltz says that despite having two other children, 
she did not know she was 34 weeks pregnant. She 
says that when she started having pains, she thou-
ght it was from kidney stones, which she has had 
before. Doctors told her she was actually in labor — 
with multiple babies.

The triplets were born within four minutes. Each 
weighed about 4 pounds (1.8 kilograms).

The babies’ names are Blaze, Gypsy and Nikki.

Woman thought she had kidney 
stones, gave birth to triplets

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has been 
overthrown after a coup by Communist hardliners.

Mr Gorbachev is reported to be under house ar-
rest at his holiday home in the Crimea.

News of the coup was broken in an announce-
ment on state radio earlier on Monday.

It said Mr Gorbachev was “unable to perform his 
presidential duty for health reasons”.

Soviet television has since been broadcasting re-
gular condemnations of Mr Gorbachev’s policies.

The new leaders, headed by former vice-presi-
dent Gennady Yanayev have declared a state of 
emergency.

In a televised broadcast, the eight coup plotters, 
who include the heads of the army, the KGB and 
the police, said they were saving the country from 
a “national catastrophe”.

Tanks are now patrolling the streets of Moscow 
but in spite of their presence thousands of people 
have come out to demonstrate against the takeo-
ver.

They included the president of the Russian Fede-
ration, Boris Yeltsin.

Mr Yeltsin climbed on to a tank outside the Rus-
sian parliament building to confront the troops and 
appeal to the army not to turn against the people.

He said the coup was a “new reign of terror” and 
called for civil resistance.

Despite a ban on demonstrations, several hun-
dred demonstrators gathered outside the Kremlin 
calling for the reinstatement of the legal govern-
ment.

Nearby troops made no move to break up the de-
monstration but the army is reported to have war-
ned hospitals to be ready for “casualties”.

US President George Bush has called the coup a 
“disturbing development” and cut short his holiday 
to return to the White House.

Courtesy BBC News

1991 Hardliners stage
	  coup against Gorbachev

In context

cineteatro
15 - 21 Aug

DORAEMON THE MOVIE:
NOBITA’S CHRONICLE OF THE MOON EXPLORATION
room1
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jeong-beom Lee, Shinnosuke Yakuwa
Starring: Wasabi Mizuta, Sang Hyun Uhm, Jung-jae Lee
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)

BODIES AT REST
room1
9:30pm
Director: Renny Harlin
Starring: Nick Cheung, Richie Jen, Zi Yang
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 94min

LITTLE Q
room 2
2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Wing-Cheong Law
Starring: Allie Chan, Ming Hu, J.J. Jia
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 107min

TOY STORY 4
room2
4:30pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

THE ANGRY BIRDS MOVIE 2
room3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Thurop Van Orman
Starring: Jason Sudeikis, Josh Gad, Leslie Jones
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 96min

CRAYON SHINCHAN 2019
room3
2:15pm
Director: Masakazu Hashimoto
Starring: Yumiko Kobayashi, Toshiyuki Morikawa, Miki Narahashi
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 100min 

Offbeat

The coup suffered from an apparent lack of planning.
None of the opposition leaders was arrested and they 
continued to whip up public opinion and turn the army 
against the new regime.
Less than three days after the coup its leaders at-
tempted to flee the country.
Mikhail Gorbachev was freed from house arrest and 
returned to power.
Seven of the eight coup plotters were arrested - one 
committed suicide.
The coup attempt brought to the surface widespread 
dissatisfaction with the Communist system.
By the end of 1991 the Soviet Union has been re-
placed by the Commonwealth of Independent States 
- with many republics eventually gaining full indepen-
dence.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU
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omACROSS: 1- Final notice?; 5- Whizzes; 9- Cut, old-style; 13- Laugh loudly; 14- Small 

house; 16- “Hud” Oscar winner; 17- Prolonged unconsciousness; 18- Ham it up; 19- 
Rowing implements; 20- Irish island group; 21- Lair, often for wild animals; 22- Persons in 
general; 24- Clipper feature; 26- Word that can succeed dance, foot and door; 27- Smell, 
usually a pleasant one; 29- Game of chance; 33- Bridge feats; 34- Boxer Spinks; 35- Lively 
dance; 36- Riled (up); 37- Best of the best; 38- Where some vets served; 39- Horne solo; 
41- Umpteen; 42- Replay feature; 44- Deceive; 46- Consumers; 47- Literally, “I forbid”; 
48- Res ___ loquitur; 49- Finally; 52- Hail, to Caesar; 53- Recognized; 57- Bank transaction; 
58- Have dinner at home; 60- Flying start?; 61- Camaro model; 62- Challenged; 63- 
Paraphernalia; 64- Freedom from need, labor, or pain; 65- X-ray units; 66- Major ending?;
 
DOWN: 1- “Jaws” boat; 2- Rude dude; 3- ___ Rock; 4- Crosspiece above a door; 5- 
Apathy; 6- Humped ruminant; 7- Black, in poetry; 8- Join a poker game; 9- Meddling 
person; 10- Kind of tide; 11- Jurist Warren; 
12- What ___ is new?; 15- Eighth planet; 
23- Moray; 25- Early hrs.; 26- Like a chimney 
sweep; 27- Olds model; 28- Rate; 29- 
Freshen, as a stamp pad; 30- Pavarotti, 
e.g.; 31- Crews; 32- Sailor’s saint; 33- Old 
Iranian ruler; 34- Grassy plain; 37- Sent out; 
40- Move forward; 42- Leaky tire sound; 
43- Escaping liquid; 45- “Rushmore” director 
Anderson; 46- Overturns; 48- Like Wrigley 
Field’s walls; 49- I cannot tell ___; 50- When 
said three times, a 1970 war movie; 51- 
Vientiane is its capital; 52- Gillette product; 
54- Depilatory brand; 55- QED middle; 56- 
Sported; 59- Swiss river; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Sometimes, acting in a traditional 
way is not terribly rewarding. Luckily, 
you’ve got more than a few bright 
and fresh new ideas swimming 
around in your head, and today is a 
great time to try a few.

Apr. 20-May. 20
There might be a bit of  a power 
struggle going on early in the day, 
but it will be a playful one. Someone 
has an agenda, but you will have a 
good suggestion that can help folks 
come together.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You might not be the smartest 
person in the room today, but 
your intellectual prowess will 
distinguish you. Speak up when 
a bad idea is being offered up for 
a vote.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You already realize that just 
doing what feels right in life is 
not the best way to run your 
life—but today, you really need 
to focus on staying rooted in 
reality.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Has your pride recently suffered 
a bit of  a blow? The best way to 
build your ego back up is to get 
right back up on the saddle. Go 
back to the scene of  the crime and 
try, try again.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
If  you keep doing the same things 
over and over again, you’re not 
going to learn anything new. So 
today, you owe it to yourself  to mix 
up your usual routine and delve 
into some foreign territory.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Get ready for a major 
surge of  creativity today! 
Sharpen your pencils, free 
up some memory on your 
computer, and stretch those 
brainstorming muscles!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Take a look around your home 
today and identify the rooms 
or areas that could use some 
improvement, either structurally 
or decoratively. Your creativity 
is bubbling over right now.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Having a healthy debate with a 
person you don’t usually connect 
with very well should be a goal for 
you today. This type of  discussion 
can challenge your intellect and offer 
you a great deal of  satisfaction.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You should be prepared to take 
over for a floundering group 
today. The members of  this group 
are not quite as mature as you are, 
and they need to be led along like 
children.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Right now things are getting a bit 
stale, and you need to make some 
room in your life for new ideas and 
people—so get cleaning! You know 
deep down inside that in your heart 
there are more than a few old exes.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will be perceived as being as 
attractive as you feel you are today! 
So take a good long look in the 
mirror this morning and remind 
yourself  that while you might not 
be the hottest person on earth.

  Aquarius Pisces
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JULIANNE Moore is ac-
customed to working 

with her husband, di-
rector Bart Freundlich, 
on set, but it was a real 
family affair when their 
daughter joined them for 
their latest collaboration.

Liv Freundlich, 17, was 
a production assistant on 
“After the Wedding,” whi-
ch was released earlier 
this month.

“We loved having her 
around more than she 
loved being around,” lau-
ghed Freundlich. “The 
best part of it was just 
getting to be with each 
other constantly.”

The film, written and di-
rected by Freundlich, is a 
remake of director Susan-
ne Bier’s hit Dutch mo-
vie of the same name. To 
put his own stamp on it, 
Freundlich swapped the 
gender of the two leads to 
women, using Moore and 
Michelle Williams. Billy 
Crudup plays a role that 
was portrayed by a wo-
man in the original.

In the movie, Williams 
plays Isabel, an orpha-
nage volunteer living in 

India who comes to the 
United States to ask Moo-
re’s character, Theresa, 
to fund her organization. 
She ends up attending 
a wedding for Theresa’s 
daughter and meets The-
resa’s husband, played by 
Crudup, whom she has a 
history with.

Moore also served as a 
producer. Freundlich said 
it helps to be married col-
laborators because they 
don’t compartmentalize 
their home life and work 
life. Moore joked it “mi-
ght’ve been more fun for 
him.”

“I’m usually used to 
going home and dro-
pping it,” said Moore. 

“It’s sort of a relief for 
me to get in my car and 
be like, ‘Phew, that’s the 
end of my day and I’ll 
think about tomorrow 
later,’ but for a director 
it’s constant. The amount 
of work that they have 
to do is really extraordi-
nary. So, we would talk 
about it in the car on the 
way home, we would talk 
about it before we would 
go to bed, we would talk 
about it first thing in the 
morning. But, like I said 
it was a shared passion, 
too, so that was wonder-
ful.”

This is the fourth time 
the couple has worked 
together.

JIMMY Kimmel has 
learned an expensive 

lesson: don’t mess with 
the government’s emer-
gency alert system.

Kimmel’s network, 
ABC, was one of four me-
dia organizations fined 
by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission 
this week for improper 
use of the emergency sig-
nal that is sent over tele-
vision, radio and mobile 
phones to warn people 
of danger like floods and 
fires. The $395,000 fine 
to ABC was by far the sti-
ffest.

FCC rules prohibit the 

use of the signal for any 
purpose other than an 
actual emergency. The 
idea is to prevent con-
fusion, the agency said 
Friday.

Kimmel used the signal 
three times as part of a 
skit on his show on Oct. 
3, 2018. ABC has signed a 
consent decree agreeing 
to pay the fine and pro-
mising not to improperly 
use the emergency tones 
again, the FCC announ-
ced Thursday.

AMC network agreed to 
pay a $104,000 fine for 
improper use of the sig-
nal in an episode of its 

most popular show, “The 
Walking Dead,” in Fe-
bruary, the FCC said.

Discovery’s Animal Pla-
net was fined $68,000 
when an actual emergen-
cy signal sent to a mobile 
phone was picked up by 
cameras during a filming 
session for its show, 
“Lone Star Law.” The 
show was filming Texas 
game wardens making 
rescues in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey.

Los Angeles radio sta-
tions KDAY and KDEY 
were fined $67,000 for 
using the signal in show 
promotions.

‘After the Wedding’ was a family 
affair for Julianne Moore

FCC fines networks for wrongly 
using emergency alert system
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FOOTBALL | LA LIGA

Without Messi, Barcelona loses 
first league opener in 10 years
TALES AZZONI, MADRID

B
ARCELONA lost its 
opening Spanish lea-
gue match for the 
first time in a decade 

on Friday, falling at Athletic 
Bilbao 1-0 as Antoine Griez-
mann couldn’t make up for 
Lionel Messi’s absence.

Veteran striker Aritz Aduriz 
scored from a spectacular 
overhead kick a minute after 
coming off the bench in the 
88th minute, handing Barce-
lona the loss after 10 straight 
opening league wins.

Griezmann, Barcelona’s bi-
ggest offseason signing, was 
held scoreless in his compe-
titive debut after joining from 
rival Atlético Madrid for 120 
million euros ($133 million). It 
was a lackluster performance 
for the France forward whose 
only significant scoring chan-
ce came with a header in the 
final minutes.

“The ball didn’t go in, and 

in the end that’s what matters 
the most,” Griezmann said. 
“We have to keep working 
hard to improve and to rebou-
nd as soon as possible.”

Griezmann didn’t have 

Messi by his side because the 
Argentina star is nursing a ri-
ght calf injury, and he couldn’t 
count on Luis Suárez either 
after the Uruguay striker had 
to be replaced in the first half 

because of an apparent mus-
cle injury at San Mamés Sta-
dium.

Philippe Coutinho couldn’t 
play because of a pending 
move to Bayern Munich on a 
loan, but youngster Frenkie 
de Jong made his competitive 
debut with the Catalan club 
after joining from Ajax.

Barcelona had most of the 
significant chances, being de-
nied by the woodwork a few 
times, including with a shot 
by Suárez just before he had 
to be replaced.

“We weren’t ourselves,” 
Barcelona defender Gerard 
Pique said. “It happens. We 
are coming off a preseason, 
we have a lot of new players in 
the team. This will be good for 
us going forward, it’s better 
to lose now than in the end of 
the season.”

The match seemed headed 
to a draw when the 38-year-
-old Aduriz, in his final sea-
son before retiring, came off 

the bench and scored with his 
amazing overhead kick from 
a right-flank cross by Ander 
Capa. The cross went over 
the Barcelona defenders and 
Aduriz reached high with his 
right foot to send the ball into 
the far corner and ignite the 
crowd of more than 47,000 at 
San Mamés.

“Football is so beautiful 
sometimes because of things 
like this. It gives you chances 
like this,” said Aduriz, a for-
mer Spain international. “It 
will be impossible not to miss 
this. I’m just incredibly happy 
to be able to choose how I’m 
ending my career, and to be 
able to do it at the place that I 
love the most.”

Barcelona’s last setback in a 
Spanish league opener was in 
2008, a 1-0 defeat at Numan-
cia in Pep Guardiola’s coa-
ching debut with the Catalan 
club.

Real Madrid, trying to re-
bound from one of its worst 
seasons in the last decade, 
opens at Celta Vigo on Satur-
day without new signing Eden 
Hazard because of a left thigh 
injury.

Atlético Madrid, runner-up 
the last two seasons, hosts Ge-
tafe on Sunday without Griez-
mann but with 19-year-old 
Portuguese sensation João Fé-
lix likely in the squad. AP
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Feminist icon Steinem blasts 
Israel PM over travel ban

Feminist icon Gloria Steinem has called Israel’s prime mi-
nister a “bully” and says she won’t visit as long as he remains 
the country’s leader.

In a statement posted online Saturday, she said Israeli Pri-
me Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s decision to bar a visit by 
two Democratic congresswomen was “a welcome sign that I 
never have to enter any country or place under your autho-
rity.”

At the urging of President Donald Trump, Israel denied en-
try to Reps. Rashida Tlaib and Ilhan Omar last week over their 
support for the Palestinian-led boycott movement. Israel la-
ter granted permission for Tlaib to visit her grandmother in 
the occupied West Bank, but she declined, saying its precon-
ditions were designed to humiliate her.

Steinem also criticized Trump, calling him the “accidental 
occupant” of the White House.OPINION

Rear Window
Severo Portela

Russia Prominent Russian 
opposition figure Ilya 
Yashin has been detained 
by police immediately 
after leaving a jail where 
he had served two 
sentences connected to 
protests in Moscow.

France Deaths by 
suicide for French 
police now outnumber 
deaths in the line of 
duty. The protectors 
need protecting, say 
police unions, which are 
demanding more help to 
stop the problem. 
More on p13

Spain Seeking to end 
a humanitarian crisis, 
Spain says a Spanish 
rescue boat with 107 
migrants in the southern 
Mediterranean can sail to 
Spain and disembark its 
passengers in Algeciras.

UK Secret British 
government documents 
have warned of serious 
disruptions across the 
country in the event 
that the U.K. leaves the 
European Union without 
a trade deal on Oct. 31, 
according to The Sunday 
Times. More on p15

UK A well-known left-
wing British journalist 
says he was pushed to 
the ground and kicked 
in the head in what he 
described as a “blatant 
premeditated assault.”

USA The Trump 
administration is 
aggressively pursuing 
economic sanctions as a 
primary foreign policy tool 
to an extent unseen in 
decades, or perhaps ever. 
Many are questioning the 
results even as officials 
insist the penalties are 
achieving their aims.
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Changing the game
No need to resort to the disclaimer of “noblesse-o-

blige” to give credit where credit is due. And the credit 
goes to the solo runner to take over Chui Sai On’s seat, 
or the Chief Executive in-the waiting, who became the 
first CE candidate to meet with pro-democracy repre-
sentatives from the New Macau Association. Believe it 
or not, nobody before Ho Iat Seng cared to exchange 
ideas with the pro-democracy association which repre-
sents a substantial slice of the SAR voters for the directly 
elected legislators in the Legislative Assembly. The slice 
should be fatter without that hybrid Hondt safety-pin 
shrinking the liberal vote.

We deem Ho Iat Seng’s stint at the helm of the Le-
gislature to be controversial, authoritarian and faulty 
in dealing with in-house political stuff, with a rubber-
-stamping eagerness to the stuff from the Executive 
branch. We also acknowledge him to be a political hea-
vyweight given his national-level credentials and being 
a seasoned entrepreneur; so much of his credibility 
hinged on the conservatives and the pro-business elite 
vouching for his candidature. The outcome of the 400 
participants in the small circle step, prior to the actual 
voting, gave Ho the local political credentials at this le-
vel of democratic credibility. You might call it democra-
tic, but it will not answer to the name.

The former president of the Legislature could easily 
make his case from the small-circle endorsement, and 
- calling upon that blind tradition to marginalize pro-
-democracy militants, while also harking to an exoge-
nous environment we describe as the oppressive heat 
in Hong Kong - pure and simply ignore Sulu Sou and 
the New Macau Association. Ho Iat Seng decided dif-
ferently and took a leap of faith towards normalization 
with his nemesis at the Legislative Assembly. It worked 
well for both Sulu and the next Chief Executive.

Not quite I scratch your back, you scratch mine, 
but both the legislator and the future Chief Executi-
ve agreed on the groundwork for democratic develo-
pment. On one hand, Beijing’s authority in political 
reform is a given; on the other, the responsibility to 
initiate and promote change is with the Macau Special 
Administrative Region.

The mere formalities leave both Ho and Sou with no 
strings attached: the CE-to-be is not ruling out political 
reform and universal suffrage in his tenure; Sulu is not 
ruling out a relentless drive towards that objective.

Ho Iat Seng told ANM that perhaps political reform 
would be initiated by the younger generations, in what 
could be taken as an apparent logical device to delay po-
litical reform. Sulu Sou ignored the antics and allegedly 
replied: if we keep waiting, we cannot tell whether we 
can realize universal suffrage on or before 2049.

Anyway, an immediate consequence of Ho Iat Seng’s 
compromise on the principle of political development 
may be a political casualty: Secretary for Administration 
and Justice vis a vis the casting of the next government.

This consensus between the CE-to-be and the demo-
crats should not diminish other proposals the New Ma-
cau Association presented under the auspicious eight 
requests. NMA wants the government to submit major 
expenditure for AL approval, this way shifting the exclu-
sive prerogative for the budget that the Basic Law gives to 
the Executive; they want the CE to attend sessions more 
frequently - Ho agrees. Sulu sees Ho as strategic to gain 
space and time for public debates.

We choose the invitation to “safeguard the autonomy 
and fundamental rights” as the ultimate political ma-
neuver. If you agree, NMA wins; if you disagree, NMA 
wins.

Finally, we highlight that Ho Iat Seng said that Macau 
will have a trade union law, including the right to strike. 
Believe it or not, Macau is the only place in China wi-
thout trade union legislation.

For reasons everyone knows, that law should be called, 
unofficially, the Pereira Coutinho Law. 

 

Beer named for Pacific 
island nuke test site 
draws criticism
A Texas-based company 

is facing criticism for 
naming a beer after the 
location of nuclear tests 
that resulted in the conta-
mination of a Pacific island 
chain, a report said.

Manhattan Project Beer 
Company is under scru-
tiny by Marshall Islanders 
who were exposed to high 
levels of radiation by U.S. 
government research from 
1946 to 1958, The Pacific 
Daily News reported last 
week.

The government and re-
sidents of the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands have 
objected to the company’s 
beer named Bikini Atoll, 
an area of the island chain 
that remains uninhabitab-
le.

The name is insensitive 
to people still dealing with 
the impacts of radiation 
decades later, islanders 
said.

The company has se-
veral beers with nuclear-
-themed names including 
Half-life, Plutonium-239, 
Particles Collide, and 10 
Nanoseconds.

“Our beer named Biki-
ni Atoll was not created 
to mock or trivialize the 
nuclear testing that took 
place in the Marshall Is-
lands,” the company said 
in a social media post. 

The company is “creating 
awareness of the wider im-
pacts and implications” of 
U.S. nuclear research pro-
grams, the statement said.

The company’s website 
does not mention nuclear 
testing in a description of 
Bikini Atoll beer.

Following what it des-
cribed as “significant ha-
rassment and death threa-
ts” the company said it 
will take no further action 
or make additional state-
ments.

Marshall Islands Heal-
th and Human Services 
Secretary Jack Niedenthal 
wrote a letter to Manhat-
tan Project Beer co-foun-
der Misty Sanford Thurs-
day saying she should con-
sider the suffering caused 
by the nuclear testing.

“The bottom line is 
your product makes fun of 
a horrific situation here in 
the Marshall Islands — a si-
tuation that I promise you 
is still ongoing — to make 
money for your company,” 
Niedenthal wrote. “This is 
unacceptable to us.”

The beer is not the first 
commercial product na-
med after the atoll.

In 1946, French desig-
ner Louise Reard named 
his two-piece swimsuit 
the bikini, four days after 
the U.S. detonated the first 

bomb at the atoll in 1946. 
The popular animated 
television series “Sponge-
Bob SquarePants” was set 
in “Bikini Bottom.”

Many people in the 
Marshall Islands don’t 
know about either con-
nection.

Ariana Tibon, educa-
tion and public awareness 
coordinator for the Natio-
nal Nuclear Commission, 
told The Associated Press 
that no one wears bikinis 
in the Marshall Islands 
where it goes against cus-
toms and culture to show 
too much skin. She said 
most people wear baske-
tball shorts and a T-shirt to 
the beach.

Rachel Hoffman, a 
Marshallese woman who 
grew up in Washington 
state, said she was hurt 
and offended to learn the 
cartoon’s mutated mari-
ne creatures represented 
Bikini when Marshallese 
women exposed to the ra-
diation had children with 
birth defects or were una-
ble to bear children.

Various commercial 
uses of Bikini were “really 
depressing,” Hoffman told 
the AP. But she said she 
wants to “utilize our voi-
ces and make it known 
to the public that this is 
wrong.” AP
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In this March 16, 1946, file photo, the natives of Bikini Atoll, Marshall Islands, gather in the open for their 
last church service before being transferred by the U.S. Navy to Rongerik Atoll, 109 miles away


