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THE BODY OF A MALE AGED 30 TO 40, 
1.72 METERS TALL, WEARING WHITE 

AND RED CLOTHES, WAS FOUND 
FLOATING IN THE MACAU SEA

MAINLAND TOURISTS CAN EXPERIENCE 
SOME OF MACAU’S FOOD PRODUCTS BY 

VISITING SHOPS AT AND AROUND THE 
GONGBEI UNDERGROUND PLAZA  P8 P4 P2

LOVE FOR THE COUNTRY 
CANNOT BE FORCED, SAYS 

EDUCATION OFFICIAL

More on backpage

China allowed its yuan to 
sink yesterday and U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
said the two sides will talk 
“very seriously” about 
their war over trade and 
technology following 
tit-for-tat tariff hikes and 
Trump’s threat to order 
American companies to 
stop doing business with 
China. More on p11

Thailand Police in 
Phuket said yesterday 
that Norwegian Roger 
Bullman, 54, charged with 
manslaughter in the death 
of a British tourist has 
been released on 400,000 
baht ($13,070) bail but is 
barred from leaving the 
country, with his passport 
confiscated.

Afghanistan Two yellow 
burqas are on display at a 
television station in Kabul, 
bright versions of the 
blue ghostlike garments 
some women in the capital 
still wear. For the young 
women at Zan TV they 
are relics, a reminder of a 
Taliban-ruled past that few 
of them can recall. 
More on p13

Brazil Leaders of the 
Group of Seven nations 
said yesterday [Macau 
time] they are preparing 
to help Brazil battle 
fires burning across the 
Amazon region and repair 
the damage as tens of 
thousands of soldiers 
got ready to join the fight 
against blazes that have 
caused global alarm. 
More on p14-15
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Lennon Wall 
for democracy 

scrapped

 P5

 P3

A Lennon Wall which appeared Sunday 
at Nam Van Lake Plaza in support 
of democracy in Macau and Hong 

Kong was removed later on that day 
allegedly by the authorities 

FOR UNIVERSAL 
SUFFRAGE94% NEW MACAU ONLINE SURVEY
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Cases of sexual crimes have been reportedly growing in Macau over the last few months. In one case, a local 20-year-old woman filed a sexual harassment complaint 
against a local driving instructor for two incidents earlier this month

CRIME

Police reports indicate sexual 
harassment cases on the rise
RENATO MARQUES

CASES of sexual crimes have 
been reportedly growing in 

Macau over the last few months. 
During yesterday’s joint press 
conference from the police forces, 
held at the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) facilities, the same for-
ce reported two more cases, one 
related to “sexual harassment” and 
another to “indecent exposure.”

Additionally, the Judiciary Poli-
ce (PJ) used the same opportunity 
to report a case on sexual activities 
but, this time, in relation to an alle-
ged criminal organization that was 
found to be exploiting prostitution 
in Macau.

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 
BEHAVES INAPPROPRIATELY

In the first case, reported by the 
PSP, a local 20-year-old woman fi-
led a sexual harassment complaint 
against a local driving instructor, a 
man over 60 years old.

The woman said to the police 
that the man had on several oc-
casions touched her thighs, waist, 
and breasts during the driving 
classes, adding that on one of the 
occasions, he tried to force her 
hand onto his sexual organ.

The harassment had reporte-
dly occurred on two different oc-
casions on August 18 and then on 
August 20. 

According to the report to the 
PSP, the suspect touched the wo-

man while she was driving the car 
around Estrada da Ponta da Cabri-
ta in Taipa.

The woman finally disclosed 
the incidents to her parents who 
prompted her to file the complaint.

The police detained the suspect 
on August 24 around 5 p.m. at the 
Border Gate checkpoint.

Upon questioning, the man ad-
mitted to having touched the wo-
man but said it was accidental and 
not intentional, explaining that he 
wanted to see if she had driven the 
car over the road line so he leaned 
his body on top of her lap to reach 
for the driver’s door and open it to 
check.

According to the PSP spokes-
person, the provided explanation 
and reported frequency of such in-
cidents made the man’s account of 
events seem implausible, particu-
larly as his only explanation for the 
moment when the woman accu-
sed him of trying to force her hand 
into his pants was that he was “just 
kidding.”

The PSP said that there is enou-
gh evidence to send the case to the 
Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
under the charge of sexual haras-
sment.

AREIA PRETA EXHIBITIONIST 
CAUGHT AGAIN

In the second case reported by 
the PSP, a male over 20 years, said 
to be a caretaker at a building con-
dominium, was arrested for the 

indecent exposure of his genitals 
to a woman at the Areia Preta Ur-
ban Park.

The victim reported the case 
to the PSP around midnight yes-
terday saying that while she was 
resting in the garden area, a man 
who was wandering around sud-
denly smiled at her and then ex-
posed his genitals to her by mas-
turbating in front of her.

The police started a search 
for the suspect, finding someone 
who matched the victim’s des-
cription around an hour later.

Brought into the police station, 
the man confessed to the crime 

saying that he had done it becau-
se he felt “lustful” towards her.

During the investigation, the 
police also found out that the 
same man had been detained 
previously back in 2016 for the 
same crime.

He was sent to the MP and 
charged with indecent exposure.

PAIR LINKED TO 
PROSTITUTION RING

Earlier in the same press con-
ference, the PJ spokesperson had 
reported that the force had re-
ceived a report over the unlawful 
activities of one 33-year-old male 

from the mainland that led to his 
detention and the detention of an 
18-year-old female accomplice in 
a prostitution exploitation case.

The victim, a 27-year-old wo-
man (also from the mainland) 
who met the man on the internet 
in June, reported the case.

She told the police that the 
man offered to help her to come 
to Macau to perform prostitu-
tion-related activities.

Under the agreement, any mo-
ney made from the arrangement 
would firstly be held by the man 
who would later share it with the 
woman, taking a share for him-
self.

According to the victim, since 
she accepted the deal, she had 
come to Macau on four diffe-
rent occasions to offer prostitu-
tion services, charging between 
HKD1,000 and 1,500 to each 
client. According to her calcu-
lations, she should have earned 
around HKD80,000.

On August 18, she came once 
more to Macau but felt unwell 
and wanted to stop the activity. 
She approached the man and 
asked for her share of the money 
but he refused to give it to her, 
and she pressed charges against 
him.

The PJ then deployed officers 
to a hotel room reported by the 
victim, where they found the man 
and the woman.

Taken to the PJ headquarters, 
they confessed to the crime.

According to further investiga-
tion by the PJ, it is suspected that 
such criminal organization inclu-
des another two suspects still at 
large.

The pair detained will be ac-
cused of holding and managing 
a criminal organization with the 
purpose of exploiting prostitu-
tion.

Dead body found 
floating in Macau sea

THE body of a male aged between 30 and 40, 1.72 
meters tall and wearing white and red clothes, 

was found floating in the Macau sea, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) spokesperson informed.

The Customs Service discovered the corpse on 
August 24 around 11 a.m., transporting the body to 
the Outer Harbour and informing the PJ of the fin-
ding.

According to the PJ, the body was fully dressed 
and had one silver chain around the neck. No docu-
ments or other possessions were found that could 
be used to identify the person.

The force also said that the preliminary investi-
gation found no wounds or any suspicious eviden-
ce of a potential fight or struggle on the body.

The PJ is now trying to identify the body. This 

case will continue in an investigation.
In a separate case, the body of a woman was dis-

covered in Nam Van Lake last week by the Fire Ser-
vices Bureau.

The body was initially spotted ashore near the 
Nam Van Lake Aquatic Activity Centre, along Av. 
Panoramica do Lago Nam Van. When PJ inspectors 
arrived at the scene, the body had been moved to 
dry land by the firefighters.

As per their preliminary inspection, there was no 
sign of injury on the body that could cause suspi-
cion, according to the PJ. The bureau also disclosed 
the fact that no traces of personal property or iden-
tification document could be found.

The deceased was aged between 20 and 30 years 
old, according to the police report. RM



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 27.08.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳聞

page 3

Ho Ion Sang 
calls for regular 
‘large-size’ garbage 
collection

Lawmaker Ho Ion Sang wrote 
an interpellation asking the 
government for measures to 
handle the recycling of large-
scale garbage such as furniture. 
Ho noted that local residents, for 
their convenience, drop large-
size furniture at trash collection 
points across town, which in turn 
compromise garbage collection 
processes. Ho pointed out that 
Macau has not created an effective 
and environmentally-friendly 
management system for large-
size trash handling. Ho suggested 
that collecting large-size garbage 
could be arranged once every 
other month or more regularly, 
and that support to vulnerable 
groups should be studied. He 
further proposed a paid large-
size furniture collecting service to 
improve local residents’ awareness 
of their responsibilities in handling 
their own garbage. In addition, 
Ho asked about the schedule to 
launch a furniture renewal program, 
previously discussed by the 
government.

 
Amaral traffic 
lights suspended 
until tomorrow 

The traffic lights at Praça de 
Ferreira do Amaral are expected to 
remain suspended until tomorrow, 
according to the Transport Bureau 
(DSAT). A set of traffic lights at 
the city’s busiest bus stop were 
damaged on Sunday night as a 
result of engineering projects 
carried out in the area. The 
DSAT is currently undertaking 
emergency repairs for the lights, 
and it is estimated that it will be 
three days before the lights can 
resume operation. Public Security 
Police Force officers have been 
dispatched to the location during 
rush hours to maintain traffic order.

 
MGTO studies 
diverting tourists 
to slow season 

The Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) will study the 
feasibility of organizing special 
activities for the slow tourism 
season, according to MGTO 
Director Helena de Senna 
Fernandes. The purpose of 
the study is to figure out ways 
to attract tourists who would 
otherwise travel during peak 
season and incentivize them to 
come during the slow season 
to reduce crowds and pressure 
throughout the year. “We will 
consult with the public which 
activities we can organize together 
with public [associations],” said 
Fernandes. Whether they should 
“consist of new activities, or 
current activities organized at 
another time of the year” is under 
consideration. The MGTO head 
claimed that her office will review 
its own activities as well.

NEW MACAU ASSOCIATION

Survey: 5,351 residents voted 
in favor of universal suffrage

Chui Sai On offers congratulations to CE-elect
INCUMBENT Chief 

Executive Chui Sai On 
met yesterday with the 
Chief Executive-elect, Ho 
Iat Seng, where the two 
officials agreed to keep in 
close touch in order to en-
sure a smooth transition 
to a new administration.

In the meeting held at 
the Government Head-
quarters, Chui congra-
tulated Ho for securing a 
high number of the avai-
lable votes in Sunday’s 
election. Ho secured 392 
votes from a possible 400.

In the days to come, 
the government will ren-
der its full support in 
terms of resources and 
facilities to accommoda-
te Ho’s needs in forming 
a new governance team, 

said Chui.
Meanwhile, the gover-

nment will continue to 
press ahead with existing 
policy plans, with a view 
to maintain social stabi-
lity and harmony, accor-

ding to the Government 
Information Bureau.

These plans are impor-
tant, said the Bureau, in 
the context of the celebra-
tions for the 20th anniver-
sary of the Macau Special 

Administrative Region 
(SAR) and the installation 
of the next-term govern-
ment administration.

Chui also said the local 
government will submit 
a report to the central 

government regarding 
the election result and 
the proposal that Ho be 
appointed as the next 
Chief Executive of Macau. 
The report will be submit-
ted once the necessary le-
gal procedures had been 
completed.

Speaking in yesterday’s 
meeting, Ho expressed 
his gratitude regarding 
the preparations of the 
Chief Executive’s role and 
the local government in 
relation to the transition 
period. The Chief Execu-
tive-elect said his team 
would work closely with 
the Chief Executive’s Of-
fice in order to ensure 
the transition occurs in a 
smooth and orderly man-
ner. DB

LYNZY VALLES

A 
total of 5,351 votes 
were cast in favor of 
having a Chief Execu-
tive elected by univer-

sal suffrage.
The result of the “Vote on Uni-

versal Suffrage for Chief Executive 
Election 2019,” organized by the 
New Macau Association (ANM, 
from the Portuguese acronym), 
showed that 93.9% were in favor 
of such an election process, while 
236 (4.1%) voted against it, with 
111 (2%) abstentions.

The activity aimed to provide a 
platform for citizens to speak out 
about political reform and uni-
versal suffrage during the election 
of the Chief Executive. However, 
according to the association, due 
to the limited publicity resources, 
it is only possible for the associa-

tion to appeal through street boo-
ths and social networks. 

The number of voters was said 
to be in line with the organizer’s 
expectations. Members of the as-
sociation said that they believed 
that there were still those who 
were concerned about universal 
suffrage yet had not voted for va-
rious reasons.

The vote was originally sche-
duled to end at 12 p.m. on Au-
gust 25. However, since August 
15, the website has been conti-
nually suffering from cyberatta-
cks mainly from the mainland. 
Consequently, the association 
said it had decided to end the vo-
ting activity on August 24 after a 
“prudent assessment” of the risks 
at stake. 

On August 22, the ANM recei-
ved specific information indica-
ting that the above situation wou-

ld likely intensify, and that mem-
bers of the association might be 
at risk. Service interruptions also 
occurred on the website for the 
vote on August 23, leaving the 
participants unable to cast a vote.

Although the association said 
that the voting activity was car-
ried out peacefully in full accor-
dance with the law, it admitted 
that it has been continuously ex-
periencing technological and po-
litical threats and attacks, which 
constitute a violation of the fun-
damental rights and freedoms of 
citizens. 

“The ANM deeply regrets this. 
Meanwhile, the ANM appeals to 
everyone with political differen-
ces to respect each other,” the as-
sociation said in a statement. 

“Although the result of the vote 
is not legally binding, the ANM 
emphasizes its hope that such 

results can serve as an important 
reference for the coming SAR go-
vernment,” it added.

The association expressed its 
belief that the coming govern-
ment should strive to reinitiate 
political reform within Chief Ex-
ceutive-elect Ho Iat Seng’s term 
of office and set a timetable and 
guidelines for stepping towards 
the common societal goal of uni-
versal suffrage for the Chief Exe-
cutive election.

Lawmaker Sulu Suo previous-
ly told the press that the associa-
tion received threats from people 
who tried to surround their offi-
ces and call for the website to be 
taken down. Sou said they were 
insulted because they held diffe-
rent political opinions. 

Police authorities are aware of 
this and have taken videos of the 
threats.
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THE Association of Pacific 
Rim Universities (APRU) 

Global Health Conference’s 
undergraduate student pos-
ter contest will award its first 
prize to a sociology graduate 
from the University of Ma-
cau.

Huang Lei will be presen-
ted an award for her poster 
that presents a study exami-
ning the spatial and sociode-
mographic correlates of the 
weight status among Filipina 
migrant workers in the SAR.

The winning paper is tit-
led ‘Fast Food Restaurant 
Density and Weight Status: A 
Spatial Analysis among Fili-
pina Migrant Workers in Ma-
cau (SAR), People’s Republic 
of China’.

The upcoming conferen-
ce – where Huang will be 
awarded – will be held at the 
University of Hong Kong. 

According to a statement 
issued by the university, the 
study collected data from 
nearly 4,000 Filipina migrant 
workers in Macau, including 
the participants’ demogra-
phic characteristics, health-
-related behaviors, height, 
weight, and body fat percen-
tage. 

The study has found that 
nearly 65% of the participan-
ts are either overweight or 
obese and that the increased 
density of fast food restau-
rants has been associated 
with the unhealthy weight 
status of female migrant 

workers in Macau. 
The study suggests that 

health interventions to im-
prove diet and physical ac-
tivity should be promoted 
among this population.

Huang’s poster is based on 
a migrant health study she 
was involved in as an under-
graduate research assistant 
in the Global and Commu-
nity Mental Health Research 
Group of the FSS. 

During her undergradua-
te studies, Huang received 
the Henry Fok Foundation 
Scholarship for three conse-
cutive years and was awar-
ded the Jorge Alvares Fou-
ndation Academic Prize for 
her outstanding academic 
achievements. LV

ANOTHER typhoon 
may brush past the 

city later this week as a 
tropical cyclone set to 
mature the South China 
Sea is thought on a path 
taking it to China’s Hai-
nan Island and then Viet-
nam. 

The trajectory of the 
typhoon, mapped last 
night using weather we-
bsite Windy, is subject to 
change in the days ahead, 
raising the possibility it 
could meander closer to 
Macau.

The wind speed is ex-
pected to get stronger by 
Thursday afternoon.

The Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau 
predicted that the wea-
ther today may include a 

few showers with Force 2 
to 4 south to southwes-
terly winds with gusts. 

Towards the end of the 
week, the bureau is ex-
pecting thundershowers 
from the coming Friday 
to Sunday – similar to the 
Hong Kong Observatory’s 
predictions, noting that 
the weather in the nei-
ghboring region will be-
come “unsettled towards 
the weekend.”

Last week’s Typhoon 
Bailu made contact with 
the Philippines when it 
intensified into a tropi-
cal depression from a 
low-pressure area. The 
tropical cyclone left at 
least two dead and two 
other injured after it bar-
reled through parts of the 

country’s Luzon island.
The tropical storm 

swept also across sou-
thern Taiwan, triggering 
landslides and flooding 
and leaving at least one 
dead before it hit sou-
thern China on Saturday 
morning. 

Tropical storm Bailu 
brought heavy rain and 
winds of up to 118km 
per hour as it crossed the 
southern half of Taiwan.

The island braced it-
self for landslides, floods 
and high seas, and closed 
businesses and schools. 
Airlines canceled more 
than 350 flights. 

Some 34,000 soldiers 
were also deployed in the 
south amid fears of floo-
ding. LV

EDUCATION

UM graduate awarded for 
study on migrant workers

WEATHER
Typhoon may approach 
Macau by late-week

 PATRIOTIC EDUCATION

Love for the country cannot be 
forced, says education official 

A high ranking official of 
Macau’s education au-

thority has remarked that 
patriotic education cannot 
be forced, according to a re-
port by public broadcaster 
TDM.

Leong Wai Kei, the Acting 
Director of the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ), appeared to cast 
doubt on the effectiveness 
of patriotic activities among 
the youth.

“Actually, patriotic edu-
cation should really not be 
forced or pushed. Love co-
mes from the heart,” said 
Leong.

“We have been imple-

menting patriotic education 
through different activities, 
and through teaching,” said 
Leong, adding that “when 
you know someone or so-
mething, and when you bui-
ld a relationship with that 
person or that thing, you 
will probably love them be-
cause of that [relationship]. 
Love cannot be forced.”

Patriotic education is a 
policy and education mo-
vement that has been regu-
larly updated since 1990, in 
China, targeting the youth. 
It is a selective history edu-
cation which aims at hi-
ghlighting the brutality of 
former foreign aggressors 

while neglecting Chinese 
leaders’ atrocities and mis-
takes.

In mainland China, pa-
triotic education aims at 
training the nationalist and 
anti-western victim menta-
lity.

The actual Chinese cha-
racters for patriotic educa-
tion translate as “Love the 
Country Education”.

According to Leong, the 
DSEJ has been training lo-
cal students’ feelings for 
“family-country” through 
theory and practice ses-
sions. Local schools and 
students have participated 
in DSEJ’s theory and prac-

tice sessions without being 
forced to do so.

Leong said that it was 
more effective to gradually 
build a sense of belonging.

The DSEJ’s mainland 
youth exchange program, 
student visits to a military 
camp and flag-raising ac-
tivities all help students to 
develop a comprehensive 
knowledge about the coun-
try and Macau, said Leong, 
thus building a sense of be-
longing.

In Leong’s opinion, cur-
rently, local students’ fee-
ling of “family-country” has 
been continuously growing, 
and local youths are willing 
to participate in abovemen-
tioned activities.

In order to substantiate 
her opinion, Leong noted 
that in 2019, one-third of 
Macau’s high school gradua-
tes chose to go to universi-
ties in mainland China. JZ

Students at Macau’s Hou Kong Middle School write a letter to 
Chinese President Xi Jinping
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Lennon Wall appears at Nam 
Van Lake in call for democracy
JULIE ZHU

A 
Lennon Wall appeared 
at Nam Van Lake Plaza, 
on Sunday, in support 
of Macau and Hong 

Kong people and the call in these 
two cities for democracy. The wall 
was removed later on the same 
day, according to a report by All 
About Macau. 

On Sunday, approximately 53 
notes were attached on the wall. 
The notes left on the wall inclu-
ded messages such as “all five 
demands must be fulfilled”, “Go 
Macau People, Go Hong Kong 
People,” and “no small-circle elec-
tion”. Empty note papers and pens 
were also left on the floor for free 
use by the public. 

Despite the fact that no crimi-
nal activities were related to the 
Lennon Wall, several police offi-
cers from the Judiciary Police (PJ) 
appeared at the scene to carry out 
an investigation. 

“If you don’t say, I thought the-
re was a murder case,” one com-
mented on Macau’s Lennon Wall 
on Lihkg Forum, a forum website 

with a user base mostly from Hong 
Kong. 

Four middle school students 
from the site – two girls and two 
boys – were questioned in relation 
to the wall for more than one hour 
until they were eventually released 
from by the police. None of them 
were arrested. 

A journalist dispatched to the 
scene was also requested to pre-
sent an ID card, which was only 
returned to the journalist about 20 
minutes later.

None of the four students admi-
tting to creating the wall, although 
one of the female students left a 
memo on it. This student said she 

felt “helpless” and “odd” when she 
was questioned for over an hour 
by police officers. She added that 
the police officers did not explain 
the reason for the questioning to 
any of the students. 

Moreover, according to this 
student, there were also memos 
with insulting words on the wall, 

however, the four students claim 
to have removed them.

One of the boys who was ques-
tioned stated that he learnt about 
the Lennon Wall online, and thou-
ght it was a valuable chance for 
Macau to have a channel for peo-
ple to voice their opinion, which 
triggered his interest in visiting the 
site. 

“The Macau [government] 
does not listen to the people. 
Many things are not close to reali-
ty and are far away from public 
opinions,” the male student said, 
according to the same report.

“We want to use this channel 
to voice our opinion to the gover-
nment and to make more people 
learn about it.” 

The male student highlighted 
that he is simply a young person 
who wishes the best for Macau, 
does not want Macau to become 
chaotic, and wants to support 
other places in a peaceful manner. 

The students left the scene at 
3:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. 
Thirty minutes later, the wall was 
cleaned up.

Recently in Hong Kong, various 
pro-democracy Lennon Walls 
were created across the whole city. 

The Macau Nam Van Lennon 
Wall was most likely removed by 
the Macau authorities. However, 
in Hong Kong, Lennon Walls were 
defaced several times by hun-
dreds of masked people and other 
ordinary people.
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CCM celebrates 
end to ‘arty 
summer’

THE Macau Cultural Centre (CCM) wel-
comed kids and parents to the ARTmu-

sing Fun finale party last Sunday, bringing 
a series of activities from arts and crafts to 
games and short performances. Concei-
ved to inspire and entertain both young 
and mature audiences, the event marked 
the end of this year’s summer activities at 
CCM.

The jamboree attracted a lively crowd 
of over 5,000 people, according to organi-
zers. 

The audience was free to stroll around 
storytelling and bubble clowning corners 
besides participating in numerous other 
activities, from face painting, costume try 
on and paper puppet-making to a mini-ci-
nema screening local animations. 

This artistic family celebration closed 
with a lively mini-concert by The Singing 
Club where CCM’s young voices interpre-
ted a cheerful line-up of songs inspired by 
nature and illustrated by simple choreo-
graphed moves.

This year’s “ARTmusing Summer” brou-
ght in a pack of performances and artistic 
activities to town, from July to the end of 
August. Designed for very young children, 
this edition brought international produc-
tions like the puppet show Little Max and 
dance theatre Flights, coupled with an 
eclectic series of workshops for all tastes.

Museum of Art launches 
exhibition of Chen Zhifo
STAFF REPORTER

JOINTLY organized by the 
Macau Cultural Affairs 
Bureau and the Nanjing 
Museum, the exhibition 

“Quietness and Clarity: Works 
of Chen Zhifo from the Collec-
tion of the Nanjing Museum”, 
has been launched in celebra-
tion of the 20th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Ma-
cao Museum of Art (MAM). 
The exhibition is currently 
being held on the fourth floor 
of MAM between August 24 to 
November 17 and is one of the 
integral programs of “Art Ma-
cau”. 

This exhibition features 
a total of 166 works, inclu-
ding paintings, sculptures, 
sketches, manuscripts and 
painting tools by Chen Zhifo, 
which is the largest exhibit for 
now, according to the curator, 
Wan Xinhua, the deputy direc-
tor of the Nanjing Museum.

Chen Zhifo (1896 - 1962) 
is a master of Chinese gongbi 
(“meticulous painting”) bird- 

and-flower paintings, an 
expert in Chinese painting 
theory known for embracing 
both Eastern and Western cul-
tures, and a pioneer of Chine-
se modern applied arts in 20th 
century.

Wan said that this exhi-
bition is “very precious, fea-
turing a practitioner [Chen 
Zhifo] on Chinese and Wes-
tern culture [who] comes to 
the intersection of Chinese 

and Western culture, allowing 
people to experience the inte-
gration and exchange of diffe-
rent cultures.” 

“Around 1949, China un-
derwent great changes. Many 
artists like Chen Zhifo used 
brushes as weapons to ex-
press their feelings about that 
era. They have experienced 
the transformation process 
from art for art to art for life,” 
said Wan. “The exhibition 

consists of two exhibition 
halls – one with paintings and 
statues, and the other with 
manuscripts and sketches – 
the world behind the art of 
Chen Zhifo”.

Li Mingchang, deputy di-
rector of the Nanjing Mu-
seum, said, “in March 2018, 
the director of the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau, Mu Xinxin 
and his entourage visited the 
Nanjing Museum to organize 
‘Quietness and Clarity: Works 
of Chen Zhifo from the Collec-
tion of the Nanjing Museum’ 
in celebration of the 20th 
anniversary of the return of 
Macau. After more than a year 
of preparation, this exhibition 
was held. […] I am very gra-
teful to the staff of the Macao 
Museum of Art for their efforts 
and support.”

MAM will hold various edu-
cational activities, including 
thematic talks, in September 
and October. Admission to 
these activities is free, accor-
ding to the press release by the 
museum.
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GUANGDONG

7 killed, 11 injured in 
expressway accident

Seven people were killed and 11 others 
injured after a coach overturned on an 
expressway in Guangdong Province, local 
authorities said yesterday. The accident 
occurred around midnight of Monday 
on the Shenyang-Haikou Expressway 
in the section of the city of Yangjiang, 
southwestern Guangdong Province, 
according to the Yangjiang municipal 
publicity department. The 44-seat coach 
carried 47 people when the accident 
happened. Six people died at the site and 
another one died in a hospital. Eleven 
people had minor injuries. The cause of the 
accident is still being investigated.

SHENZHEN

Listed developers posting 
rising profits this year

Listed real estate firms in Shenzhen saw 
fast profit growth in the first half of the year, 
according to their latest financial results. 
More than 30 developers have released their 
semi-annual reports with the Shanghai or 
Shenzhen stock exchanges, most of which 
saw a faster growth rate. According to Fang 
Ling, an analyst with research firm China 
Real Estate Information Corp, the results 
were partly due to booming sales in the past 
two years, as revenues for real estate firms 
are often recognized when the houses are 
delivered. Unearned revenue, which is linked 
to a property developer’s future results, 
saw a notable increase among the listed 
companies, indicating growth potential. 

A store with a red-colored sign that reads “Koi Kei Heong” in Gongbei, 
Zhuhai. Despite this shop advertising itself as a Zhuhai branch, its parent 

company is not Macau’s Koi Kei Bakery

 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Experience copy-cat Macau 
food at Gongbei plaza
STAFF REPORTER

MAINLAND tourists can 
experience some of Ma-

cau’s specialty food products 
without setting foot in the city 
by visiting shops at and around 
the Gongbei underground pla-
za, in Zhuhai

It is convenient to access 
Macau specialty produc-
ts in the neighboring main-
land city, since it generally 
takes only 30 minutes to 
cross from Zhuhai to Macau. 
Due to such ease, Gongbei, 
which is the closest location 
in Zhuhai to Macau, has been 
providing Macau products, au-
thentic or not, to tourists, par-
ticularly those from the main-
land.

Shops claiming to sell authen-
tic Macau souvenirs can be fou-
nd at the major entrance of the 
Gongbei underground plaza.

A Koi Kei Bakery type of sou-
venir store, named “Imported 
Snacks”, is located at the north 
side of Gongbei underground 
plaza, where it sells cookies and 

meat jerky in the style of the 
Macau SAR.

The shop advertises that it 
sells “Hong Kong and Macau 
special food, Macau cookies.” 
In addition to cookies from Ma-
cau, the shop sells other allege-
dly imported snacks. 

Macau’s specialty bakeries 
are common at the Gongbei 
underground plaza, with simi-

lar shops also found in the ge-
neral vicinity of the plaza. 

Just about 200 meters north 
of the Gongbei underground 
plaza, another Macau bakery 
can be found next to the Gon-
gbei Port bus stop, named “Koi 
Kei Heong Macau Souvenir”. 
The characters for Koi Kei sha-
re the same pronunciation as 
the Koi Kei bakeries in Macau. 

However, the characters are 
slightly different, with the third 
character, heong, meaning “to 
smell good”. Despite this shop 
advertising itself as a Zhuhai 
branch, its parent company re-
mains unclear. 

Macau has Koi Kei bakeries 
and stores selling Heong Kei 
meat jerky. However, according 
to the Koi Kei Bakery website, 
this Macau company has not 
opened a store anywhere on the 
mainland. 

The Macau bakery, Heong 
Kei Meat Jerky, is also not the 
operator behind Koi Kei Heong 
Macau Souvenir in Zhuhai.

In 2015, Heong Kei Meat 
Jerky issued a statement clari-
fying that it has no relationship 
with mainland China’s “Heong 
Kei Food” bakeries. 

Previously in Zhuhai, diffe-
rent imitations of Macau’s Koi 
Kei Bakeries were spread in 
various districts. At the Wanzai 
Macau Street in Zhuhai, Koi Kei 
and Koi Hong were two of the 
brands imitated from Macau’s 
famous bakeries.
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Tensions escalate in Hong Kong 
protests as police weapon fired
NATALIE LUNG, AARON MC 
NICHOLAS, ANNIE LEE & KARI 
LINDBERG

T
ENSIONS flared in Hong 
Kong on a weekend that 
began with the forma-
tion of a peaceful human 

chain across the city and culmi-
nated two days later with police 
firing a weapon and using water 
cannons for the first time.

In a 12th straight weekend of 
protests, violent clashes erupted 
between police and protesters 
Sunday evening in the New Terri-
tories district of Tsuen Wan. They 
came the day after Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam met with former 
officials and other prominent fi-
gures to build a dialogue that can 
resolve the crisis rocking the for-
mer British colony.

Police arrested 86 people ages 
12 to 52 over the weekend for alle-
ged offenses including unlawful 
assembly, possession of weapons 
and assaulting police officers, 
police officials said at a Monday 
briefing. Senior Superintendent 
Kong Wing-cheung said police 
used 215 tear gas canisters and 74 
rubber bullets along with sponge 
bullets and bean bag rounds, over 
two days. Twenty-one police were 
injured, they said.

That’s more than 10% of the 
tear gas canisters - and almost 
20% of the rubber bullets - fired 
since the protests began 12 weeks 
ago.

The return to violence followed 
a peaceful mass march the pre-
vious weekend that had fueled 
hopes of a reset after a period of 
escalating clashes between pro-
testers and police. Historic protes-
ts opposing legislation allowing 
extraditions to China began in 
June, and have since widened into 
a broader movement against Bei-
jing’s grip on the city that shows 
no signs of ending.

Anson Chan, the city’s former 
No. 2 official and a member of 
the pro-democracy camp, said 
Monday that there was “not much 
point” in Lam’s dialogue unless 
she was prepared to consider 

protester demands, including 
withdrawing the extradition bill 
and appointing a commission 
of inquiry into the unrest. “It’s all 
very well to have a dialogue, but 
if the dialogue leads absolutely 
nowhere, then this will just add to 
the increasing frustration and an-
ger felt on the part of 
the protesters,” Chan 
told Bloomberg TV.

LOSING PATIENCE
In the latest war-

ning from Beijing, 
the state-run Xi-
nhua News Agency 
published a com-
mentary Sunday, 
saying that the pro-
tests had turned 
into a “color revo-
lution” and unders-
coring the central 
government’s ri-
ght to intervene in such cases. 
Previously, official sources had 
only described the movement 
as having some characteristics 
of a color revolution aimed at 
overturning the city’s constitu-
tional institutions.

“It’s not only the Chinese cen-

tral government’s authority, but 
also its responsibility to interve-
ne when riots take place in Hong 
Kong,” the Xinhua commentary 
said Sunday, drawing on com-
ments by late paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping.

President Donald Trump said 

earlier this month that reports 
from the country’s intelligence 
agencies show the Chinese go-
vernment is moving troops to its 
border with Hong Kong. A day 
earlier, the state-run Global Ti-
mes reported that the Chinese 
People’s Armed Police were as-

sembling in Shenzhen ahead of 
“apparent large-scale exercises.”

‘BEST OPTION’
The Hong Kong police defen-

ded the decision by one of its of-
ficers to fire a warning shot into 
the sky Sunday, calling it “the best 

option” to disperse 
hundreds of protes-
ters who were charging 
toward a fallen officer 
with metal poles and 
other weapons. Six of-
ficers drew their guns 
during the scuffles, po-
lice said.

“Our officer’s life 
was in great danger,” 
Yolanda Yu, a police 
senior superintendent, 
said at an earlier brie-
fing Monday that star-
ted with video footage 
of black-clad protes-

ters attacking the police. “The use 
of force was indeed necessary and 
reasonable. It was to protect any 
person, including the officer him-
self, from death or serious bodily 
injury.”

Yu also stood by the move by an 
officer who kicked a person whi-

le holding his revolver, calling it a 
“natural reflex.”

Police for the first time used 
water cannon trucks to clear bar-
ricades set up by protesters in 
Tsuen Wan and fired tear gas to 
disperse people who had occu-
pied roads. Running battles con-
tinued into the night, with streets 
cleared at about 8:30 p.m., around 
the time that the gun was dischar-
ged.

People came out to protest 
despite a day of often-heavy rain. 
“The rainy weather is good for the 
protesters but it’s bad for the poli-
ce, who are wearing heavy gear. It 
also makes their tear gas ineffecti-
ve,” said Gloria Mak, a 25-year-old 
assistant to a Japanese company.

A TOLL ON BUSINESS
The unrest continues to take 

a toll on business, including Ca-
thay Pacific Airways Ltd. which 
is taking a tougher stance on staff 
and said it would show no tole-
rance toward employees suppor-
ting or taking part in illegal pro-
tests ahead of “planned activities” 
by trade union members around 
its operational hub Cathay City 
yesterday. Those events were later 
rescheduled for tomorrow.

The MTR Corp. suspended 
subway train services to stations 
near the planned Tsuen Wan mar-
ch. Operations Director Adi Lau 
Tin-shing said the current situa-
tion represented the rail com-
pany’s biggest challenge in its 40 
years of operation.

Police also said “radical protes-
ters” in Saturday’s clashes in the 
Kwun Tong area of Kowloon used 
electric saws to damage a number 
of smart lampposts, and hurled 
bricks and petrol bombs at offi-
cers. Police said 32 people were 
arrested Saturday.

The same day, Lam invited 
about 30 people to a meeting or-
ganized at the Government Hou-
se, including ex-transport chief 
Anthony Cheung and Cardinal 
John Tong, the former bishop of 
Hong Kong, RTHK reported. She 
said the meeting was not a “dialo-
gue platform,” but a gathering to 
share ideas on how to build dia-
logue.

“I do not expect dialogue to 
easily resolve the deadlock, stop 
demonstrations, or to provide 
solutions to problems,” Lam said 
in a Facebook post. “But conti-
nuing to fight is not the way out.” 
BLOOMBERG

”It’s all very well to have 
a dialogue, but if the 

dialogue leads absolutely 
nowhere, then this will 

just add to the increasing 
frustration and anger felt 

[by] protesters.
ANSON CHAN

FORMER HK OFFICIAL
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Sands China holds ‘Drug Prevention 
for a Harmonious Family’ seminar

Sands China co-organized 
a seminar titled “Drug Pre-
vention for a Harmonious 
Family” with the Social Wel-
fare Bureau (IAS) on August 
21. 

The seminar was held 

MGM Cotai wins ‘Best New Meetings Hotel – Asia’ award
is our team of talented 
and dedicated profes-
sionals, who are com-
mitted to providing the 
best solutions to our 
clients, and who in re-
turn, have earned the 
respect from guests 
around the world, and 
from industry peers 
alike,” as stated in a 
press release on Au-
gust 22.

Stella Awards is a 
meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhi-
bitions (MICE) indus-
try-specific accolade. 
In 2019, a total of 25 
awards across seven di-
fferent categories were 
awarded.

government’s 2019 Inter-
national Day against Drug 
Abuse campaign, with topics 
covering drug concepts, al-
cohol-related harm, and how 
to best refuse drugs. 

It aimed to enhance aware-
ness of drug abuse and bui-
ld a drug-free society.  The 
speaker for the seminar was 
Tang Sut I, head of IAS’ Drug 
Abuse Prevention Division.

In a press release distri-
buted yesterday, one of the 
participating team mem-
bers is quoted as saying, “We 
as parents are concerned 
about the social issues faced 
by teenagers nowadays. This 
seminar taught me invalua-
ble lessons and helped me 
understand the importance 
of protecting our children 
from drug abuse.”

MGM Cotai has been 
recognized as the “Best 
New Meetings Hotel – 
Asia” by M&C (Meetin-
gs & Conventions) Asia 
Stella Awards. 

Hubert Wang,  Pre-
sident, Hospitality & 
Chief Financial Officer 
of MGM China Holdin-
gs said, “MGM Cotai is 
thrilled to receive this 
industry-specific ac-
colade that recognizes 
our excellence in deli-
vering innovative and 
professional hospitality 
experiences to our in-
dividual and corporate 
guests.” 

“Adding to the state- 
of-art meeting space 

at The Venetian  Macao’s 
Adelson Advanced Educa-
tion Centre, attended by 
around 35 employees from 
various departments. 

The seminar was held in 
support of the Macau SAR 

After underwhelming first year, 
can casino improve fortunes?
PHILIP MARCELO, BOSTON

AEROSMITH, New England 
Patriots cheerleaders and 

a five-tier birthday cake: Mas-
sachusetts’ first Las Vegas-style 
casino threw itself an indulgent 
birthday bash on Saturday.

But one year after opening in 
western Massachusetts, MGM 
Springfield has underperformed 
its lofty revenue promises and 
already shed hundreds of jobs. 
And for some, the promised 
downtown revival has been un-
derwhelming.

With a new rival in the form 
of the $2.6 billion Encore Boston 
Harbor casino and potentially 
more competition in Connecti-
cut, can the $960 million enter-
tainment complex meant to revi-
ve a struggling region turn arou-

nd its own fortunes?
Casino president Michael Ma-

this promises the gambling, hotel 
and entertainment complex is 
retooling for its second act, even 
as he and city leaders tout the 
resort’s success in spurring new 
economic investment, drawing 
millions of new visitors to down-
town and employing thousands 
of city residents.

“We’re just ramping up. There’s 
a lot of upside,” he told The As-
sociated Press ahead of the festi-
vities. “The dominoes are falling, 
but not as quick as we’ve liked.”

Mathis concedes casino offi-
cials underestimated the challen-
ge of drawing loyal customers 
away from regional powerhouses 
Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun. The 
Indian tribe-owned Connecticut 
resorts saw gambling revenues 

decline this year, though not as 
bad as some feared with MGM’s 
entry.

Going forward, MGM plans 
to double down on high quality, 
non-gambling entertainment, 
like Aerosmith’s slate of four con-
certs this week, Mathis said. The 
casino is also overhauling its slot 
machine offerings, introducing 
new amenities for high rollers 
and continuing to press for lega-
lized sports gambling in Massa-
chusetts, he said.

“This is a competitive market 
and each place has to find their 
niche,” Mathis said. “Great enter-
tainment and a unique property, I 
think, will be ours.”

The adjustments will reap 
marginal benefits but likely won’t 
be game changers, suggests Colin 
Mansfield, a casino expert at the 

ratings agency Fitch.
“Many of its regional compe-

titors are focused on the same 
initiatives,” he said. “From an 
amenity perspective, the tribal 
casinos have much more desti-
nation-style offerings that MGM 
Springfield lacks.”

But unlike the troubled new 
casinos in upstate New York — 
which have faced bankruptcy or 
ownership changes just a year af-
ter opening — MGM Springfield 
will eventually find its footing, 
predicts Paul DeBole, a gambling 
expert at Lasell College in New-
ton, Massachusetts.

“MGM knows how to run a 
profitable casino,” he said. “Even 
in a saturated market.”

Through July, MGM Sprin-
gfield has generated just over 
$250 million in gambling revenue 

despite initially projecting more 
than $400 million in year one — 
and much more in succeeding 
years. The casino also opened 
with 3,000 workers, but is down 
to roughly 2,300 as the company 
reduces its global workforce.

Mathis said he doesn’t antici-
pate further local job cuts. He’s 
quick to note that more than 40% 
of those employed are residents 
of Springfield — exceeding initial 
goals — and that the casino brou-
ght in roughly six million visitors 
its first year.

Still, some downtown shop 
owners complain the promised 
spillover to Main Street hasn’t 
materialized. Some storefronts 
near the casino remain vacant 
and a few new shops have already 
opened and shuttered.

The resorts’ unconventional 
design — a low-slung brick faca-
de that blends with the historic 
streetscape and a generous ou-
tdoor plaza — was meant to en-
courage casino patrons to explo-
re downtown and breathe new 
life into Main Street.

Springfield Mayor Domenic 
Sarno says there are other signs 
the economic boom is underway. 
Meals tax revenue is up 16% from 
the same period last year, and ho-
tel tax revenue is up 55%, he said.

Actor Mark Wahlberg and his 
family plan to open a Wahlbur-
gers eatery next to the casino, 
while a developer is restoring a 
historic downtown theater and 
pairing it with a new boutique 
hotel.

MGM is also working with the 
city to transform another key 
downtown property into dozens 
of units of market-rate housing — 
a critical requirement of its agree-
ments with the city and the state.

Downtown-area crime, 
meanwhile, is down 9% from the 
same point last year, according to 
Sarno.

“This has been a huge shot in 
the arm,” he said. “The spin-off 
effects are happening. It’s brou-
ght an air of momentum. People 
feel confident in the city.” AP
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China lets yuan sink, Trump 
says serious talks to start

Iranian Foreign Minister Zarif in Beijing for talks
IRANIAN Foreign Minis-

ter Mohammad Javad Za-
rif is meeting with his Chi-
nese counterpart in Beijing 
following a surprise visit to 
the Group of Seven summit 
in France.

Zarif held talks with 
Wang Yi yesterday after-
noon at a state guesthouse 
in western Beijing.

China has been a close 
Iranian economic partner 
and is among the signa-
tories to the 2015 nuclear 
accord, which has been 
unraveling since President 

Donald Trump pulled the 
U.S. out of the agreement.

Zarif made a five-hour 
visit Sunday to the seasi-
de resort of Biarritz, where 
he met with Macron and 
French, German and Bri-
tish diplomats.

His visit to Beijing co-
mes amid heightened ten-
sions between China and 
the U.S. over their spira-
ling trade dispute and un-
rest in Hong Kong that Bei-
jing accuses Washington of 
encouraging or even direc-
ting. AP

JOE MCDONALD, ZEKE MILLER & 
DARLENE SUPERVILLE, BEIJING

C
HINA allowed its yuan to 
sink yesterday and U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
said the two sides will 

talk “very seriously” about their 
war over trade and technology 
following tit-for-tat tariff hikes and 
Trump’s threat to order American 
companies to stop doing business 
with China.

The escalations prompted war-
nings that the chances of a settle-
ment of the fight that threatens 
to tip the global economy into 
recession were disappearing. But 
Trump, speaking at the Group of 
Seven meeting of major econo-
mies in France, said serious nego-
tiations would begin.

“We are going to start talking 
very seriously,” Trump said. He 
said the Chinese “mean business.”

Trump gave no details. Nego-
tiators already were scheduled to 
meet next month in Washington 
following talks in Shanghai in July 
that ended with no signs of pro-
gress.

The Chinese central bank 
allowed the yuan to decline to 
7.1468 to the dollar in tightly con-
trolled trading. It was a relatively 
modest change from Friday’s low 
point of 7.0927 but its weakest rate 
since January 2008.The yuan has 
lost 6.5% from this year’s high on 
Feb. 28.

Chinese leaders have promised 
to avoid “competitive devalua-
tion” to help exporters in the face 
of Trump’s tariff hikes. But regu-
lators are trying to make the sta-
te-set exchange rate more market 
oriented. That allows investor jit-
ters about the tariff war and its im-
pact on Chinese economic growth 
to push the yuan lower.

Last week, Trump announced 
more tariff increases and said 

he was ordering American com-
panies to stop dealing with China. 
He said later he was threatening 
to use emergency powers under 
a 1977 law that targets rogue re-
gimes, terrorists and drug traffi-
ckers.

That came after Beijing 
announced tariff hikes on 
$75 billion of American 
imports in retaliation for 
earlier U.S. increases.

“This tit-for-tat escala-
tion shows how unlikely a 
trade deal and de-escala-
tion have become,” Louis Kuijs of 
Oxford Economics said in a report.

Chinese leaders have harde-
ned their position, especially after 
Trump imposed curbs in May on 
technology sales to telecom equi-
pment giant Huawei, China’s first 
global tech brand.

“It does not appear likely they 
will yield in the face of more eco-
nomic pressure,” UBS economists 
Tao Wang, Ning Zhang and Jenni-
fer Zhong said in a report.

The American Chamber of 

Commerce in Shanghai appealed 
to both sides to avoid further pe-
nalties and reach a settlement.

“This is not a market from whi-
ch American companies can with-
draw,” the chamber president, Ker 
Gibbs, said in a statement.

“Further escalation accom-

plishes nothing,” said Gibbs. “The 
U.S. and China should put their 
energy into negotiation, not fur-
ther retaliation.”

A weaker yuan would help 
exporters but make it more ex-

pensive for real estate 
developers and other 
Chinese companies to 
repay billions of dollars in 
foreign debt.

Trump said Friday 
he would raise planned 
tariffs on $300 billion of 
Chinese goods from 10% 

to 15%. The U.S. Trade Represen-
tative said tariffs already imposed 
on another $250 billion in Chinese 
imports would rise from 25% to 
30% on Oct. 1 following a public 
comment period.

That was in response to Bei-
jing’s announcement of tariff in-

creases on $75 billion of American 
imports. The Chinese government 
said it also would go ahead with 
penalties on imports of U.S.-made 
autos and auto parts that were an-
nounced last year but suspended 
while the two sides negotiated.

The government said those in-
creases would take effect in two 
batches on Sept. 1 and Dec. 15. 
That matches the timeline for 
Trump’s plan to extend tariff hikes 
to $300 billion of Chinese imports.

A foreign ministry spokesman 
warned Beijing would “safeguard 
its legitimate rights” if Trump’s la-
test increase goes ahead.

“Threats and intimidation 
won’t work on us,” said Geng 
Shuang.

The two sides are deadlocked 
over how to enforce any deal. 
China insists Trump’s punitive 
tariffs must be lifted as soon as a 
deal takes effect. Washington says 
at least some must stay to make 
sure Beijing keeps any promises it 
makes.

Chinese exporters have been 
battered by a plunge in sales to 
the United States, their biggest 
market. But Communist leaders 
are resisting pressure to roll back 
plans for government-led creation 
of global competitors in robotics 
and other technologies.

Europe and Japan echo U.S. 
complaints that Beijing’s indus-
trial plans violate its market-ope-
ning commitments and are based 
on stealing or pressuring com-
panies to hand over technology. 
Some American officials worry 
they might erode U.S. industrial 
leadership.

The weakness of the yuan, also 
known as the renminbi, or “peo-
ple’s money,” is among U.S. grie-
vances against Beijing. American 
officials complain a weak yuan 
gives Chinese exporters an unfair 
advantage and helps swell the U.S. 
trade deficit with China.

China’s central bank sets the 
exchange rate each morning and 
allows the yuan to fluctuate by 2% 
against the dollar during the day. 
The central bank can buy or sell 
currency — or order commercial 
banks to do so — to dampen price 
movements. AP

Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) welcomes his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad Zarif at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing

”We are going to start 
talking very seriously.

TRUMP
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US exports to lobster-loving 
China go off cliff amid tariffs

TECHNOLOGY

Vietnam prefers its mobile networks to be free of Huawei
JOHN BOUDREAU & 
NGUYEN DIEU TU UYEN

VIETNAM is intent on 
being the first Asean 

nation to provide a 5G ne-
twork - without China’s 
tech powerhouse Huawei 
Technologies Inc.

Viettel Group, Vietnam’s 
largest mobile carrier ow-
ned by the Defense Minis-
try, will deploy Ericsson 
AB’s equipment in Hanoi 
and Nokia Oyj’s technology 
in Ho Chi Minh City, said 
Viettel Chief Executive Of-
ficer Le Dang Dung. It will 
use 5G chipsets from Qual-
comm Inc. and another 
U.S. company. The carrier, 
which uses Ericsson and 
Nokia for its 4G network, 
is also developing its own 
equipment, he added.

“We are not going to 
work with Huawei right 
now,” Dung said in an in-
terview at the company’s 
Hanoi headquarters. “It’s a 
bit sensitive with Huawei 

now. There were repor-
ts that it’s not safe to use 
Huawei. So Viettel’s stance 
is that, given all this infor-
mation, we should just go 
with the safer ones. So we 
choose Nokia and Ericsson 
from Europe.”

Vietnam’s smaller car-
riers appear to be shying 
away from Huawei, as 
well. MobiFone Corp. is 
using Samsung Electro-
nics Co. equipment while 
Vietnam Telecom Services 
Company, or Vinaphone, 
entered into a partnership 
with Nokia to deploy its 5G 
network, according to local 
media.

“I think Huawei is ha-
ving difficulties in Viet-
nam right now, since other 
companies don’t use them 
as well,” said Dung, who-
se carrier has about 60 
million customers in the 
nation of about 96 million 
people.

The Southeast Asian 
country is quietly siding 

with the Trump adminis-
tration, which has barred 
Huawei from buying U.S. 
technology over national-
-security concerns. Viet-
nam’s decision to shun 
Huawei appears to make it 
an outlier in Southeast Asia, 
where other countries such 
as the Philippines, Thai-
land and Malaysia are open 
to deploying Huawei’s te-
chnology.

Dung insisted Viettel’s 
decision not to use Huawei 
for its 5G networks was a 
technological one and not 
tied to geopolitical consi-
derations.

“We decided not to use 
Huawei, not because of the 
U.S.’s ban on Huawei - we 
just made our own deci-
sion,” he said. “Many other 
countries, including the 
U.S., have found evidence 
that showed using Huawei 
is not safe for the security 
of the national network. So 
we need to be more cau-
tious.”

Still, Vietnam’s govern-
ment has in the past cast 
suspicions over technology 
from neighboring China.

Government officials 
vowed to review the use of 
Chinese technology in 2016 
after cyber attacks on the 
nation’s two major airpor-
ts in Ho Chi Minh City and 
Hanoi that they blamed on 
a hacker group from China.

Years of territorial dispu-
tes between the two Com-
munist countries have ero-
ded trust in China among 
Vietnamese. A Pew opinion 
poll released in 2017 fou-
nd just 10% of Vietnamese 
view China favorably.

MARITIME TENSION
The Southeast Asian na-

tion is already involved in a 
tense standoff with Beijing 
over the presence of a Chi-
nese surveying ship along 
with Coast Guard escorts 
in oil-producing waters off 
Vietnam’s coast. In mid-
2014, China dragged an 

exploration oil rig into con-
tested waters off Vietnam, 
leading to deadly anti-Chi-
na protests in Vietnam.

“Vietnam can’t trust Chi-
na,” said Le Hong Hiep, a 
fellow at the Singapore-ba-
sed ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Ins-
titute. “They can’t risk their 
critical infrastructure just 
because they offer some-
thing cheaper than other 
companies.”

Excluding Huawei could 
limit Viettel’s pricing and 
technology options, said 
Nikhil Batra, a senior te-
lecom research analyst at 
IDC.

“Huawei is deeply en-
trenched in this stuff,” 
Batra said. The Chinese 
company is more techno-
logically advanced in 5G 
networks in some areas 
than its competitors, he 
said. “But they have to face 
all these headwinds in ter-
ms of security.”

As mobile networks be-
come more entwined with 

a country’s economic and 
national security, govern-
ments are taking a closer 
look at what technology is 
deployed.

“Governments treat te-
lecommunications just like 
utilities and water pipes - 
as national infrastructure 
assets,” Batra said. “Every-
thing is dependent on ne-
tworks.”

Vietnam has another 
reason to avoid Huawei 
technology: its desire to 
increase security and eco-
nomic ties with the U.S., 
said Carl Thayer, emeritus 
professor with The Univer-
sity of New South Wales in 
Australia. Deploying the 
Huawei 5G infrastructure 
could make the U.S. reluc-
tant to share some inte-
lligence with Vietnam, he 
added.

“The U.S. is putting 
pressure on every country 
not to get involved with 
Huawei,” Thayer said. 
BLOOMBERG

PATRICK WHITTLE, PORTLAND

U.S. lobster exports to China 
have fallen off a cliff this year 

as new retaliatory tariffs shift the 
seafood business farther north.

China, a huge and growing 
customer for lobster, placed hea-
vy tariffs on U.S. lobsters — and 
many other food products — in 
July 2018 amid rising trade hos-
tilities between the Chinese and 
the Trump administration.

Meanwhile, business is boo-
ming in Canada, where cargo 
planes are coming to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and Moncton, New 
Brunswick, to handle a growing 
bump in exports. Canadian 
fishermen catch the same spe-
cies of lobster as American lobs-
termen, who are based mostly in 
Maine.

The loss of business has brou-
ght layoffs to some Maine busi-
nesses, such as The Lobster Co., of 
Arundel, where owner Stephanie 
Nadeau has laid off half the 14 
people she once had working in 
wholesale.

“They picked winners, and 
they picked losers, and they pi-
cked me a loser,” Nadeau said. 
“There is no market that’s going to 
replace China.”

America has exported less than 
2.2 million pounds of lobster to 

China this year through June, ac-
cording to data from the U.S. fe-
deral government. The country 
exported nearly 12 million pou-
nds during that same period last 
year. That’s a more than 80% drop.

In Canada, exports to Chi-
na through June were already 

approaching 33 million pounds, 
which is nearly as much as all of 
2018.

The value of Canada’s exports 
was nearing $200 million in U.S. 
dollars through June and was al-
most sure to outstrip last year’s 
total of more than $223 million. 

America’s exports through June 
were valued at less than $19 
million, more than $70 million 
behind where they were through 
June 2018.

Lobster prices paid by Ame-
rican consumers have remained 
fairly steady during the trade 

dispute, and there remain many 
buyers for U.S. lobster. But the loss 
of China as an overseas market is 
happening at the end of a decade 
in which the U.S. seafood indus-
try has experienced exponential 
growth in lobster exports to the 
country. The U.S. exported about 
800,000 pounds of lobster in Chi-
na in 2010 and more than 20 ti-
mes that last year.

The American lobster industry 
is looking to open up new domes-
tic and international markets to 
make up for the loss of China, said 
Marianne LaCroix, who direc-
ts the Maine Lobster Marketing 
Collaborative. Maine lobsterman 
Brian Rapp will attend a trade 
show in Hong Kong and a trade 
mission to Dubai in September to 
promote U.S. lobster, she said.

“China is so large that you 
have to look at a number of new 
markets to replace that business,” 
LaCroix said.

In Canada, the boost to busi-
ness has helped the industry but 
also led to uncertainty about its 
future, said Geoff Irvine, executi-
ve director of the Lobster Council 
of Canada.

The American and Canadian 
lobster industries overlap, with 
some businesses operating on 
both sides of the border, and it’s 
more beneficial to the lobster in-
dustry at large for trade to go on 
unimpeded, he said.

“Whenever there’s any kind of 
uncertainty, it makes people wor-
ry,” Irvine said. “Everybody would 
like to see the entire lobster in-
dustry open and free.”AP
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AFGHANISTAN

Young women barely remember 
Taliban but fear a return

Family of Thai Muslim who died 
in army custody seeks justice
RELATIVES of a Mus-

lim man who died after 
interrogation in Thai army 
custody say they’ll pursue 
justice in his case to see if 
his death was caused by 
torture.

Abdulloh Esomuso was 
arrested July 20 on suspi-
cion of being a Muslim se-
paratist insurgent and was 

found unconscious the 
next day in his cell at the 
Ingkhayut army base in 
the southern province of 
Pattani. He died in a hospi-
tal on Sunday.

A hospital statement 
said the cause of death 
was pneumonia, and De-
puty Prime Minister Gen. 
Prawit Wongsuwan said 

Monday that Abdulloh’s 
death wasn’t caused by the 
government. The army has 
been accused repeatedly 
of using torture to combat 
an insurgency in the area.

Abdulloh’s cousin 
Mohammad Rahmap 
Mame said his family won’t 
give up on finding out what 
happened. AP

CARA ANNA, KABUL

T
WO yellow burqas are 
on display at a television 
station in Kabul, bri-
ght versions of the blue 

ghostlike garments some women 
in the capital still wear. For the 
young women at Zan TV they are 
relics, a reminder of a Taliban-ru-
led past that few of them can re-
call.

Their generation is the most 
vulnerable, and perhaps the most 
defiant, as the United States and 
the Taliban near a deal on ending 
America’s longest war. Worried 
about losing what they’ve gained 
over nearly two decades, they are 
demanding a voice in high-level 
talks to determine their country’s 
future.

“For me, I will not submit my-
self to the Taliban,” said Shogofa 
Sadiqi, Zan TV’s 25-year-old chief 
director, who believes the insur-
gent group will have less impact 
as it faces a new generation. She 
described the burqas as a symbol 
of the challenges women have fa-
ced over the years and practically 
shuddered when asked if she’d 
worn one herself. Never, ever. “I 
don’t like it,” she said, switching to 
English to make her feelings clear.

About two-thirds of Afghanis-
tan’s population is 25 or younger, 
with little or no memory of life be-
fore 2001. That’s when a U.S.-led 
invasion pushed out the Taliban, 
who had sheltered al-Qaida and 
its leader Osama bin Laden befo-
re the 9/11 attacks and imposed a 
harsh form of Islamic law that kept 
women out of public view.

Now this young generation wa-
tches as U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalil-
zad negotiates a troop withdrawal 
in return for Taliban assurances 
on countering terror groups. With 
talks focusing on security, little 
else is assured. Few know what the 
Taliban are thinking or what they 

will do as international forces lea-
ve and the world’s attention moves 
on.

The insurgent group has re-
covered from its defeat and now 
controls roughly half of Afgha-
nistan. With its position stronger 
than ever it has rejected negotia-
tions with the Afghan 
government, though 
intra-Afghan talks on 
political and security is-
sues are meant to follow 
a U.S.-Taliban deal. The 
Taliban could join the go-
vernment.

As for women’s rights 
in this still highly conser-
vative country, the U.S. 
has said it will be left for Afghans 
to decide.

For Karishma Naz, a 23-year-
-old music presenter on Zan TV — 
“Woman TV” in the Dari language 
— the uncertainty is unsettling. 
She doubts the Taliban have chan-
ged their beliefs and imagines two 
options if the “dark days” return: 
she will stay at home by force or 
leave the country, an option una-
vailable for many young Afghan 
women.

“Why are there no women to 

represent and defend us?” Naz 
asked, worried about losing the 
career in front of the camera that 
she’d wished for as a child. But as 
the seconds counted down to her 
live broadcast she adjusted her 
pink headscarf, straightened up 
and put on a smile.

Her generation has seen Af-
ghan women become street ar-
tists, CEOs, a member of the Su-
preme Court and the first female 
winner of the televised talent 
show “Afghan Star.” Young Afghan 
women have formed an all-fema-
le orchestra and competed in the 
Olympics. A woman opened the 
country’s first yoga studio, another 
leads the state-run film produc-
tion company and a third held a 
Kabul street concert with her rock 
band earlier this year.

They have equal rights under 
the post-2001 constitution, but 
reality often lags behind. Women 
still have to stand up to conserva-
tive relatives, community mem-
bers and judgmental strangers. A 
bill criminalizing violence against 
women still hasn’t been passed.

Little has changed in 
areas controlled by the 
Taliban, who have said 
girls can be educated 
and even work in po-
litics and the judiciary, 
though not as presi-
dent or chief justice.

“This research cou-
ld not identify a single 
girls’ secondary school 

open in an area of heavy Taliban 
influence or control,” said a report 
last year by the Overseas Develop-
ment Institute, which interviewed 
more than 160 Taliban fighters, of-
ficials and civilians in seven of the 
country’s 34 provinces.

Maryam Sama, a 27-year-old 
member of Parliament, said much 
still needs to be done even in areas 
under government control. About 
half of all girls in Afghanistan still 
don’t attend school, more than 
half are married before age 19 and 

domestic violence is widespread 
despite billions of dollars in hu-
manitarian aid since 2001.

“But if we turn into an Islamic 
emirate we will have no voice,” 
Sama said, referring to the Tali-
ban’s name for its self-styled go-
vernment. “If anything happens 
in Afghanistan, if anything goes 
wrong, all the responsibility goes 
back to the United States and the 
people at this (negotiating) table.”

One of the few women who 
spoke with Taliban leaders during 
their meetings with representa-
tives of Afghan society this year 
in Moscow and Qatar is former 
lawmaker Fawzia Koofi, who 
pushed past her uncomfortable 
memories of the Taliban’s rule to 
attend in the interest of peace.

Taliban representatives told her 
they regretted many things that 
had occurred and said women 
were forced to stay at home be-
cause of the insecurity at the time. 
She didn’t believe it.

The Taliban still don’t support 
women’s rights according to in-
ternational principles, she said. A 
Taliban statement at the Moscow 
talks said the group is commit-
ted to women’s rights within the 
framework of Islam “and then Af-
ghan tradition.” It also criticized 
immorality and indecency “under 
the name of women’s rights.”

“I think the new generation of 
people in Afghanistan will not be 
able to accept this kind of approa-
ch,” Koofi said.

She told the Taliban that a girl 
born in the final months of their 
rule would now be 18. “She knows 
how to use all the technology and 
the opportunities of the world, 
and if you try to oppress her or 
deprive her of her rights, definitely 
she will use her abilities to inform 
the world,” she recalled during an 
interview.

Then she excused herself for a 
meeting, one that was a reminder 
of how fragile Afghan women’s 
gains can be.

A young former TV presenter 
was shot dead on her way to work 
in Kabul earlier this year. Her pa-
rents accused her husband, and 
they told Koofi they’ve faced at-
tacks from people angry that he, 
the man, was blamed. Could she 
help? AP

Shogofa Sadiqi (right) chief director of Zan TV speaks with a staff member at her office in Kabul

”For me, I will not 
submit myself to the 

Taliban.
SHOGOFA SADIQI 

ZAN TV CHIEF DIRECTOR
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Brazilian actress Sonia Braga shows her hands painted red, representing blood, during a protest in defense of the Amazon

BRAZIL

Bolsonaro causes global outrage over   Amazon fires
LUIS ANDRES HENAO 
& MARCELO DE SOUZA, 
PORTO VELHO

B
RAZILIAN President Jair 
Bolsonaro has insulted 
adversaries and allies, dis-
paraged women, blacks 

and homosexuals, and even prai-
sed his country’s 1964-1985 dic-
tatorship. Yet nothing has rallied 
more anger at home and criticism 
from abroad than his response to 
fires raging in parts of the Amazon 
region.

The far-right populist leader 
initially dismissed the hundreds of 
blazes and then questioned whe-
ther activist groups might have 
started the fires in an effort to 
damage the credibility of his gover-
nment, which has called for looser 
environmental regulations in the 
world’s largest rainforest to spur 
development.

In response, European leaders 
threatened to end a trade deal with 
Brazil and other South American 
nations. Thousands of people have 
demonstrated in cities across Brazil 
and outside Brazilian embassies 
around the world. #PrayforAmazo-
nia became a worldwide trending 
topic. Pope Francis added his voice 
to the chorus of concern, warning 
that the “lung of forest is vital for 
our planet.”

Bolsonaro finally took a less con-
frontational approach Friday and 
announced he would send 44,000 

soldiers to help battle the blazes, 
which mostly seem to be charring 
land deforested, perhaps illegally, 
for farming and ranching rather 
than burning through stands of 
trees.

Some say it’s not enough and co-
mes too late.

“No democratic government 
has suffered such international cri-
ticism as Bolsonaro is going throu-
gh,” said Mauricio Santoro, an 
international relations professor 
at Rio de Janeiro State University. 
“By breaching international envi-
ronmental agreements, Brazil has 
been discredited, blurred and una-
ble to exercise any type of leader-
ship on the international stage.”

Brazilian military planes be-
gan dumping water on fires in the 
Amazon state of Rondonia over the 
weekend, and a few hundred of 
the promised troops deployed into 
the fire zone. But many Brazilians 
again took to the streets in Rio de 
Janeiro and other cities to demand 
the administration do more. Some 
held banners that read: “Bol$onaro 
is burning our future.”

Bolsonaro has previously des-
cribed rainforest protections as an 
obstacle to Brazil’s economic de-

velopment. Critics say the record 
number of fires this year has been 
stoked by his encouragement of 
farmers, loggers and ranchers to 
speed efforts to strip away forest.  
Although he has now vowed to pro-
tect the area, they say it is only out 
of fear of a diplomatic crisis and 
economic losses.

“The international pressure to-
day has a bigger impact than the 
demonstrations by Brazilians on 
the streets,” Santoro said.

The leaders of the Group of Se-
ven nations said yesterday that they 
were preparing a plan for helping 
Brazil battle the fires and repair the 
damage.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said the help would in-
volve both technical and financial 
mechanisms “so that we can help 
them in the most effective way pos-
sible.”

German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said her country and others 
will talk with Brazil about refores-
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BRAZIL

Bolsonaro causes global outrage over   Amazon fires

tation in the Amazon once the fires 
have been extinguished.

“Of course (this is) Brazilian ter-
ritory, but we have a question here 
of the rainforests that is really a glo-
bal question,” she said. “The lung of 
our whole Earth is affected, and so 
we must find common solutions.”

Fires are common during Bra-

zil’s dry season, but this year has set 
an alarming record. The country’s 
National Space Research Institute, 
which monitors deforestation, has 
recorded more than 77,000 wildfi-
res in Brazil this year. That is an 85% 
rise over last year, and about half of 
the fires have been in the Amazon 
region.

“We’ve had eight months wi-
thout any type of concrete ac-
tion in defense of the Amazon,” 
said Rómulo Batista, a member 
of Greenpeace Brazil’s Amazonia 
Campaign. He said the flames li-
cking over swaths of the Amazon 
are a reflection of Bolsonaro’s envi-
ronmental policy.

“The government created a sen-
se of impunity among farmers who 
were willing to commit illegal acts 
to deforest,” he said.

“Thousands of species of plants 
and animals are being killed, many 
of them that we don’t even know. 
The population of nearby cities is 
suffering terrible damage because 
they’re breathing 
that air and it’s 
causing them 
respiratory pro-
blems. And the 
rise in deforesta-
tion can comple-
tely alter the rain 
patterns by re-
gion and devas-
tate agriculture, 
even in South 
America.”

B o l s o n a r o 
has argued with 
critics who note 
that the Amazon 
produces vast 
amounts of oxy-
gen and is considered crucial for ef-
forts to contain climate change. But 
Batista predicts the fires will prove 
a turning point and the pressure 
by G-7 leaders will shift Bolsonaro’s 
view on the environment.

Brazil’s federal police agency an-
nounced yesterday [Macau time] 
that it would investigate reports 
that farmers in the state of Para, 
one of those most affected by the 
blazes, had called for “a day of fire” 

to ignite fires Aug. 10. Local news 
media said a group organized the 
action over WhatsApp to show su-
pport for Bolsonaro’s efforts to loo-
sen environmental regulations.

Justice Minister Sergio Moro, 
who oversees the police, said on 
Twitter that Bolsonaro “asked for 
a rigorous investigation” and said 

“the criminal fi-
res will be seve-
rely punished.”

Merkel noted 
Bolsonaro is pu-
tting “significant 
forces” into the 
effort to save the 
rainforest.

But Bolsona-
ro has had a ten-
se relationship 
with foreign 
governments — 
including Ger-
many’s — and 
n o n - g ov e r n -
mental groups 
that he accuses 

of meddling in his country’s mana-
gement of the Amazon.

Macron’s office on Friday com-
plained that the Brazilian leader 
“had lied to him” about environ-
mental commitments.

Asked if he would speak with 
Macron, Bolsonaro said Saturday: 
“If he calls me, I will answer. I am 
being extremely well-mannered 
with him even though he called me 
‘a liar.’” AP

Thousands of 
people have 

demonstrated 
in cities 

across Brazil 
and outside 

Brazilian 
embassies 
around the 

world
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim Chef! Sr2

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Castelos e Palácios da Europa

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Linha da Frente

Filhos da Nação Sr.3

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Motel Bates Sr.2 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

Macau. 100 Years of PhotograPhY
tiMe: 10am-7pm 
until: September 21, 2019 
Venue: Casa Garden
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2855 4691

JaPanese culture and PerforMing arts 
Poster exhibit - graPhic trial Poster 
exhibit Macau edition
tiMe: 10am-9pm (Sundays to Thursdays) 
until: September 22, 2019  
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

grace KellY: froM hollYwood to Monacu
tiMe: 10am-10pm (Sundays to Thursdays)
             10am -2am (Fridays to Saturdays)
until: August 28, 2019
Venue: Galaxy Macau
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8883 3998

An Indonesian man is walking more than 700 kilometers 
backward from his village in eastern Java to the country’s 
capital to raise awareness about deforestation.

Medi Bastoni began his arduous expedition on July 18 from 
his home on the slope of Mount Wilis, a dormant volcano in 
East Java province that has been affected by deforestation.

The 43-year-old is expected to arrive in the capital, Jakar-
ta, last week. He hopes to meet President Joko Widodo, and 
ask him to re-plant trees on Mount Wilis and elsewhere.

“I’m doing this to raise people’s awareness of deforesta-
tion,” Bastoni told The Associated Press on Thursday when 
he reached Jakarta’s satellite city of Bekasi, about 22 kilo-
meters east of the capital. “I need the president’s support 
to help reforestation efforts, hand-in-hand with other com-
munities.”

Indonesia for many years has chopped down its rainfores-
ts faster than any other country, profiting paper and palm 
oil conglomerates while causing social and environmental 
problems. Rapid forest loss and greenhouse gas emissions 
have made Indonesia the fourth biggest contributor to glo-
bal warming after China, the U.S. and India.

This isn’t Bastoni’s first backward walk. The father of four 
completed a 73 kilometer walk last year from East Java’s 
town of Tulungagung to the peak of Mount Wilis in a similar 
effort to raise awareness about deforestation.

Bastoni has attached a rearview mirror to his backpack 
that helps him avoid bumping into objects along his way. He 
walks at least 20 to 30 kilometers a day and sleeps in mos-
ques or police stations along the way. In many cities and 
villages, cheering supporters offered him meals, drinks or a 
place to overnight.

He failed his target of reaching the capital a day before In-
donesia’s Independence Day on Aug. 17 due to a swollen leg 
that forced him to rest for a few days. Initially, he was sche-
duled to attend the ceremony at the presidential palace.

“I hope I can touch the heart of Pak Jokowi to start the re-
-green effort by giving me a tree,” Bastoni said, referring to 
popularly name of the president.

IndonesIan walkIng 700 kIlometers 
backward to save forests

The Queen’s cousin, Lord Louis Mountbatten, has been 
killed by a bomb blast on his boat in Ireland.

One of the earl’s twin grandsons, Nicholas, 14, and Paul 
Maxwell, 15, a local employed as a boat boy, also died in the 
explosion.

The attack was followed only hours later by the massacre 
of 18 soldiers, killed in two booby-trap bomb explosions 
near Warrenpoint close to the border with the Irish Republic.

The IRA has already admitted carrying out the attack on 
Lord Mountbatten.

A statement from the organisation said: “This operation 
is one of the discriminate ways we can bring to the atten-
tion of the English people the continuing occupation of our 
country.”

Lord Mountbatten, aged 79, and his family had traditionally 
spent their summer holiday at their castle in County Sligo, 
north west of Ireland.

They were aboard his boat, Shadow V, which had just set 
off from the fishing village of Mullaghmore, when the bomb 
detonated around 1130 BST.

A witness said the blast blew the boat “to smithereens” 
and hurled all seven occupants into the water.

Nearby fishermen raced to the rescue and pulled Lord 
Mountbatten out of the water.

But his legs had been almost severed by the explosion and 
he died shortly afterwards.

Other survivors were pulled out of the water and rushed 
to hospital.

At least one person is believed to be in a critical condition.
The attack has called into question the security arrange-

ments surrounding the Mountbatten party. Lord Mountba-
tten never had a bodyguard.

The local police kept watch on Classiebawn castle for the 
one month a year Lord Mountbatten spent there.

But his boat was left unguarded in the public dock in Mulla-
ghmore where it was moored.

The village is only 12 miles from the Northern Ireland bor-
der and near an area known to be used by IRA members as 
a refuge.

Courtesy BBC News

1979 Ira bomb kIlls
   lord mountbatten

In context

cineteatro
22 - 28 Aug

ONE PIECE STAMPEDE
rooM1
2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Takashi Otsuka
Starring: Chô, Hiroaki Hirata, Katsuhisa Hôki
Language: Japanese (Chinese)

DORAEMON THE MOVIE:
NOBITA’S CHRONICLE OF THE MOON EXPLORATION
rooM1
4:30pm
Director: Jeong-beom Lee, Shinnosuke Yakuwa
Starring: Wasabi Mizuta, Sang Hyun Uhm, Jung-jae Lee
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)

BODIES AT REST
rooM2
2:15, 5:50, 9:30pm
Director: Renny Harlin
Starring: Nick Cheung, Richie Jen, Zi Yang
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 94min

TOY STORY 4
rooM2
4:00pm
Director: Josh Cooley
Starring: Will Smith, Mena Massoud, Naomi Scott
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 109min

LITTLE Q
rooM 2
7:30pm
Director: Wing-Cheong Law
Starring: Allie Chan, Ming Hu, J.J. Jia
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 107min

THE ANGRY BIRDS MOVIE 2
rooM3
2:30pm
Director: Thurop Van Orman
Starring: Jason Sudeikis, Josh Gad, Leslie Jones
Language: Cantonese (English & Chinese)
Duration: 96min

DORA AND THE LOST CITY OF GOLD
rooM3
4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: James Bobin
Starring: Isabela Moner, Eugenio Derbez, Michael Peña
Language: English (English & Chinese)
Duration: 102min

Offbeat

Another passenger on the boat, the Dowager Lady 
Brabourne, 82, died the day after the attack.
Lord Mountbatten was given a state funeral. Six of the 
soldiers who died at Warrenpoint were buried the same 
day in local churches.
Thomas McMahon, 31, was convicted of the three 
murders.
He had been detained in the area by police on suspicion 
of driving a stolen car two hours before the bomb went 
off.
McMahon was set free in 1998 under the Good Friday 
Agreement.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Farewell; 6- Hindu princess; 10- Loss leader?; 13- Makes a loan; 

14- Vigor; 15- Applaud; 16- Free laces, say; 17- Sandy tract; 18- Spellbound; 
19- Shake hands with; 20- Fugitive; 22- Structure spanning a river; 24- Hypnotic 
state; 28- Church instruments; 31- Wake Island, e.g.; 32- Babbled; 34- Man-
mouse link; 36- ...___ saw Elba; 37- Hanoi holiday; 38- Mail charge; 41- Airline 
to Oslo; 42- Bedouin; 44- Moo goo ___ pan; 45- ____ beaver; 47- “West Side 
Story” song; 49- Place where business is conducted; 51- Puzzle; 53- On land; 
56- Large-leaved European elm; 59- ___ Hashanah; 61- Small purse; 64- Painter 
Chagall; 65- Tiny type; 66- Boast; 67- Sailor’s saint; 68- Certain runner; 69- 
Tournament exemption; 70- Actor Penn; 71- Nucleus of a regiment;
 
DOWN: 1- Homecoming attendee; 2- Star in Cygnus; 3- Part of ICBM; 4- Version; 
5- Function; 6- It had a part in the Bible; 7- Kim’s ex; 8- Granny; 9- All thumbs; 
10- Menu words; 11- Water source; 12- 
Quick to learn; 15- Bring into being; 20- 
Milk and egg drink; 21- Historic period; 
23- Fall; 25- Like Thor; 26- Lucid; 27- 
Some Ivy Leaguers; 29- ___ I can help it!; 
30- Lady of Sp.; 32- Aired again; 33- Pong 
maker; 35- Prejudice against old people; 
37- Domesticated; 39- ___ Paulo, Brazil; 
40- Per; 43- Important person; 46- State 
in the SE United States; 48- Singer Grant; 
50- Bird of prey; 52- High points; 54- 
Author Dahl; 55- Aromatic compound; 
57- Patriot Nathan; 58- Humorist 
Bombeck; 60- Take it!; 61- Recede; 62- 
Have a go at; 63- Abu Dhabi’s fed.; 65- 
Onetime Jeep mfr.; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
After a few weeks of  
turbulence, one of  your 
friendships has reached a 
lovely cruising altitude, lately. 
You two are moving into a very 
nice phase. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t be afraid of  ticking them 
off by questioning their ideas 
- you won’t. Instead, you’ll be 
showing them that you are 
paying attention! They aren’t 
testing you...

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Even though lots of  exciting and 
important things going on right 
now, you will be gifted with a nice 
chunk of  free time in your day - 
maybe a meeting gets canceled 
or your flight gets delayed. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Sure, right now you have a lot 
of  tasks that need completing, 
but you can’t let yourself  get so 
caught up in what you need to 
do that you lose sight of  what you 
already have accomplished.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can’t guarantee the crowd 
will react positively when you 
give your presentation or break 
your news today. Some may 
react logically, while others 
may react emotionally.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your practically magical skills will 
be highly sought after today, as 
there will be much conflict and 
controversy going on. You can 
expect a lot of  people to ask you to 
get involved with their problems.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Things are under your control 
right now - so if  you want to 
make a change, you have to be 
the one to make it. Don’t wait 
for someone else to get the ball 
rolling, because they never will.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  you ever wondered what your 
life would be like had you given 
in to temptation a few more 
times than you did, then just 
look at this person - you’ll have 
your answer. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Be on the lookout today for someone 
who is all talk but no action. As 
charming and as put together as 
they are, they are hiding something - 
and it’s up to you to help them come 
clean about the truth.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Someone in your life who is usually 
dependable will be acting flighty 
today, and you won’t have time to 
figure out why. Leave them behind 
and move on with your day without 
them.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You simply can’t spend your life 
waiting for other people! Today 
you need to move on your own 
agenda, at your own pace, and 
not try to align yourself  with 
anyone else.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It’s oh-so-fun to gossip about 
someone’s illicit and sizzling 
hot affair, but you cannot lose 
sight of  the fact that there are 
real people (with real feelings) 
involved here. 

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
27.08.2019 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 18
LIFE&STYLE 生活方式

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

ANGEL Has Fallen” easily 
topped the box office 

with a $21.3 million debut, 
according to studio estima-
tes yesterday [Macau time], 
as the action sequel became 
the latest mid-budget release 
to find modest success in the 
often quiet late summer.

The Lionsgate film beat 
expectations going into the 
weekend, opening similarly to 
the previous 2016 installment 
“London Has Fallen.” 

The film series stars Gerard 
Butler as a Secret Service agent 
protecting the U.S. president 

A new environmental fou-
ndation backed by Leo-

nardo DiCaprio is pledging $5 
million in aid to the Amazon, 
which has been swept by wil-
dfires.

Earth Alliance was crea-
ted last month by DiCaprio 
and philanthropists Laurene 
Powell Jobs and Brian Sheth. 
On Sunday, it launched the 
Amazon Forest Fund in an an-
nouncement on their website. 
The alliance is also seeking 
donations to help repair the 
Brazilian rainforest, called the 

DOCTORS at the 
hospital where 

Spain’s former mo-
narch Juan Carlos I 
underwent heart sur-
gery say he is making 
a satisfactory reco-
very almost 24 hours 
after the operation.

Lucía Alonso, the 
managing director of 
Madrid’s Quironsa-
lud University Hos-
pital, said Sunday 
the 81-year-old king 
emeritus is awake 
and breathing wi-
thout support.

Alonso says in a 

played by Morgan Freeman. 
In “Angel Has Fallen,” Butler’s 
agent is wrongly accused of 
trying to assassinate the pre-
sident.

Going back to 2013’s “Olym-
pus Has Fallen,” the franchise 
has been a quietly consistent 
performer, taking in roughly 
$200 million worldwide each 
time. “Angel Has Fallen,” pro-
duced for about $40 million 
by Millennium Films, is 
poised for a similar course, 
opening just shy of the $21.6 
million “London Has Fallen” 
debut.

“lungs of the planet.”
Brazilian federal experts re-

ported a record number of 
wildfires across the country 
this year, up 84% over the 
same period in 2018.

The funds will be distri-
buted to five local groups 
working to combat the pro-
blem: Instituto Associacao 
Floresta Protegida, Coordi-
nation of the Indigenous Or-
ganizations of the Brazilian 
Amazon, Instituto Kabu, Ins-
tituto Raoni, and Instituto So-
cioambiental.

statement that Juan 
Carlos is sitting up in 
bed and “is in good 
spirits.”

The triple bypass 
procedure Saturday 
was scheduled after 
the former king had a 
checkup two months 
ago. The hospital said 
the operation was 
successful and wi-
thout complications.

Juan Carlos abdica-
ted in 2014 in favor of 
Felipe, ending a near 
39-year reign. He re-
tired from public du-
ties last May.

Fund backed by 
DiCaprio pledges $5M 
to Amazon amid fires

Spain’s ex-king Juan 
Carlos I recovers 
after heart surgery

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

‘Angel Has Fallen’ tops 
box office with $21.3 
million debut
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GOLF

No majors, but a major 
finish by Rory McIlroy

FOOTBALL

Manchester United’s frailties persist despite $200m splurge
AN offseason splurge of 

nearly $200 million has 
failed to address many of 
the nagging problems af-
flicting Manchester United 
under Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer.

It took 90 sobering mi-
nutes at Old Trafford this 
weekend to highlight that.

The 2-1 loss to Crystal 
Palace in the Premier Lea-
gue punctured much of 
the optimism generated by 
United’s season-opening 
4-0 win over Chelsea that 
was hailed by some as the 
reawakening of England’s 
most prestigious club.

Now, many will be won-
dering where the creati-
vity is in midfield, whe-
re the depth is in attack, 
and if United’s defense 

has actually tightened up 
following two expensive 
summer arrivals.

The central midfield 

appears to be the biggest 
problem, affecting United’s 
productivity at both ends of 
the field.

Solskjaer has started the 
season with Paul Pogba and 
Scott McTominay as his two 
central midfielders.

That is the same Pogba 
who this offseason expres-
sed his desire to leave Uni-
ted for a “new challenge 
somewhere else.” McTomi-
nay is 22 and has impressed 
with his combative attitude. 
But he was a bit-part player 
for much of last season, 
starting only eight league 
games.

The recent departures 
of Ander Herrera and Ma-
rouane Fellaini have left 
Solskjaer short on options. 
Andreas Pereira is, like Mc-
Tominay, inexperienced 
and Nemanja Matic, who 
has yet to play this season, 
looks to be someone Sol-
skjaer is keen to move on 
from.

United was linked with 
a number of creative mid-

fielders this offseason, most 
strongly Portugal interna-
tional Bruno Fernandes, 
but didn’t buy one. Pogba 
often looked exasperated 
against Palace, throwing his 
hands out in front of him.

The closest thing United 
has for someone who can 
play “between the lines” 
is Jesse Lingard. Yet even 
he is more known for his 
running off the ball — pres-
sing and movement — than 
what he can do on it.

United is set up to be a 
counterattacking team un-
der Solskjaer. When teams, 
like Palace, drop back and 
let United have the ball, 
there are few in Solskjaer’s 
team who can deliver a 
killer pass through packed 
defenses. AP

DOUG FERGUSON, ATLANTA

R
ORY McIlroy never felt 
more rich than when he 
knocked in a 6-foot bir-
die putt on the final hole 

to win the FedEx Cup.
Only it had nothing to do with 

the money.
It was never about $15 million.
Even before he teed off in the 

Tour Championship — facing a fi-
ve-shot deficit before he hit a shot 
at East Lake because of the radical 
new scoring format — McIlroy 
made it clear the FedEx Cup shou-
ld be more about accomplish-
ment than cash.

And then it became personal.

A year ago, he was lost in the 
chaos surrounding Tiger Woods 
as they walked up to the 18th 
green at East Lake as thousands 
of spectators came under the ro-
pes to celebrate the return of Tiger 
Woods in his red winning a tour-
nament for the first time in more 
than five years.

“I never enjoyed that walk last 
year like everyone else did,” he 
said.

He appreciated Woods 
winning. McIlroy did not appre-
ciate that he didn’t make Woods 
work terribly hard for it.

Recent motivation came from 
a World Golf Championship last 
month in Memphis, Tennessee, 

where he had a one-shot lead over 
Brooks Koepka, the No. 1 player in 
the world who had won as many 
majors in three years as McIlroy 
had won in the last nine years.

Koepka shot 65. McIlroy laid an 
egg.

Yesterday’s at East Lake was his 
chance for redemption on a num-
ber of levels, and he added ano-
ther one by his questioning of the 
new format in which not everyo-
ne started on the same score. The 
new system, designed to elimina-
te confusion by having only one 
winner in the FedEx Cup finale, 
meant players started more under 
par depending on their position 
in the FedEx Cup.

McIlroy’s only goal going into 
the week was to post the lowest 
score in the 30-man field regar-
dless of whether he won.

He closed with a 4-under 66, a 
command performance on a long 
day of 31 holes because the third 
round had to resume earlier in the 
day. That gave him a 13-under 267 
for the week, the best of anyone.

Check.
Because of his birdie on the 

18th hole of the third round, that 
put him in the final group with 
Koepka, who beat him soundly in 
Memphis. That was a strong me-
mory, and being at East Lake, he 
still thought about the 74 he shot 
in the final round a year ago while 
paired with Woods.

“I thought about the final 
group with Tiger last year, the final 
group with Brooks in Memphis a 
few weeks ago, and I really wanted 
to go out there and play well and 
really take it to him,” McIlroy said. 
“And I did that for the most part. I 
shot 66 on a really tough golf cou-
rse and got the job done.”

Koepka lost the lead with a lost 
tee shot in the trees and a doub-
le bogey on No. 7, and then con-
secutive bogeys on the back nine 
as McIlroy made birdies. Koepka 
closed with a 72, six shots worse.

Check.
The FedEx Cup? That was a big 

deal for other reasons.
McIlroy joined Woods as the 

only players to win the FedEx Cup 
twice since it began in 2007. He 
struggled to hoist the silver trophy 
during the presentation on the 
18th green, perhaps from a long 
day of 31 holes. Paul Azinger, the 
lead analyst for NBC Sports, jokin-
gly suggested that “as hard a time 
as he had lifting it up, I thought 
the money was in there.”

For every box he wanted to tick 
yesterday [Macau time], he was 
asked which made him the most 
proud.

McIlroy never mentioned the 
money.

“Winning the tournament if 
everyone had started even,” McIl-
roy said. “My goal at the start of 
the week was to just shoot the 
lowest score. If that happened to 
work out the right way, then so be 
it. But I never strayed from that 
thought process. I was playing a 
little tournament inside my head. 
... And then going out in the final 
group and shooting 66 alongsi-
de the No. 1 player in the world, 
when he got the better of me a few 
weeks ago.”

The majors are over, and there’s 
nothing McIlroy can do it now.

Not even a $15 million payout 
— $14 million in cash, $1 million 
deferred — or a trophy talked 
about all year by the PGA Tour 
can change that kind of legacy. 
Majors matter the most. For McIl-
roy, no major matters more than 
the Masters, the only one keeping 
him from a Grand Slam.

This year’s biggest disappoint-
ment was a British Open in his 
home country of Northern Ire-
land. He hit his opening tee shot 
out-of-bounds and made qua-
druple bogey, rallied the next day 
with a performance that had the 
gallery near hysteria, and wound 
up missing the cut by one shot.

That should define his year.
He won three times, inclu-

ding The Players Championship 
against the strongest and deepest 
field of the year. He won the Fe-
dEx Cup. He won the Vardon Tro-
phy for the third time for having 
the lowest scoring average. He fi-
nished in the top 10 in 14 out of 
his 19 starts on the PGA Tour, his 
most consistent year ever.

His best year? No. That wou-
ld be 2014, when he finished the 
year with consecutive majors.

Considering what he set out to 
do with what he had left, it was no 
less rewarding. AP
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Iran says oil aboard tanker pursed 
by US sold; buyer unnamed

Iran announced that the 2.1 million barrels of crude aboard 
an Iranian oil tanker pursued by the U.S. has been sold to an 
unnamed buyer as the ship, at the center of a crisis roiling the 
region, continued its voyage in the Mediterranean Sea.

The announcement by government spokesman Ali Rabiei re-
present just the latest twist in the saga of the Adrian Darya 1, 
which had been known as the Grace 1 when authorities seized 
the vessel off Gibraltar on July 4, on suspicion of breaking Eu-
ropean Union sanctions targeting Syria.

The seizure of the ship, and Iran’s subsequent seizure of a 
British-flagged oil tanker, came amid heightened tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran over the collapse of Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers.

Speaking to journalists yesterday in Tehran, Rabiei declined 
to name the oil’s buyer, nor terms for the sale. At market rates, 
the crude oil aboard the Adrian Darya would be worth about 
$130 million. However, anyone buying it likely would be targe-
ted by U.S. financial sanctions.

OPINION
Our Desk
Lynzy Valles

Caribbean Sea 
Forecasters said 
Tropical Storm Dorian 
was gathering strength 
yesterday while 
approaching islands in 
the eastern Caribbean 
Sea, and could strike 
Puerto Rico and its 
neighbors as a minimal 
hurricane today. The 
U.S. National Hurricane 
Center issued tropical 
storm warnings for 
Barbados, St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

France  Taxes on tech 
giants and a French wine 
dispute are on the menu 
at a special dinner with 
top White House and 
French officials at the 
G-7 summit. French 
Finance Minister Bruno 
Le Maire invited U.S. 
Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin, U.S. 
trade representative 
Robert Lightizer and 
White House economic 
advisor Larry Kudlow 
to dinner Sunday night 
in the French resort of 
Biarritz.

Austria  Plácido 
Domingo received a 
standing ovation as he 
took to the stage at 
the Salzburg Festival 
yesterday [Macau time], 
a concerted show of 
support at his first 
performance since nine 
women accused him 
of sexual harassment 
in a report by The 
Associated Press.

Las Vegas  is going to 
take a chance on hosting 
major college sporting 
events. The city is set 
to bid on nearly a half 
dozen different NCAA 
championship events, 
including women’s 
basketball. The NCAA 
will start accepting bids 
today. 
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Influencers, anyone?
Recently, I’ve been watching a number of YouTu-

be videos, the creators of whom have made it their 
career to create media content. The content ranges 
from haul videos to personal vlogs to lifestyle videos 
and just normal children unboxing their new toys 
and activities.

Many of these vloggers and content creators are 
given a massive privilege of being sent PR boxes of 
different kinds of items, depending on the video they 
are creating. 

In return, they are called influencers, as they market 
the products given to them by providing their honest 
review and opinion of the product. 

Also, many of these YouTube channels that unbox 
toys and products have over four million subscribers 
with over 700,000 views, even where the content of 
the video is just of children (or their parents) unbo-
xing trendy toys. 

As far as I’m aware, these content creators have to 
join the YouTube Partner Program to monetize their 
videos, allowing advertisements to be featured on 
their videos. 

According to a website, in January 2018, YouTube 
announced that channels must have reached 4,000 
watch hours over the past 12 months and 1,000 subs-
cribers to be eligible for the program.

As the money is made through advertisements, the-
se content creators can earn according to per thou-
sand views or per click.

It is also said that per view, advertisers on average 
pay USD 0.18, and that Google keeps 45% of what is 
made.

With the ongoing trend of creating content on You-
Tube to make money, many of these influencers were 
also criticized for asking for free items in return for 
exposure. 

Just last month in the US, a storeowner criticized a 
social media influencer for requesting hundreds of 
doughnuts for their followers attending a meet-and-
-greet event, in exchange for exposure.

Yet in general, companies would be the first ones to 
reach out to these influencers.

This is a trend that many marketing departments 
would rather go to promote and advertise their pro-
ducts as they could be dubbed as celebrities.

According to the 2019 Influencer Marketing Survey, 
80% of marketers find influencer marketing effective, 
and 89% of these marketers say that the return on in-
vestment of influencer marketing is as good or better 
than other marketing channels.

In Macau, I am not aware of anyone who creates 
videos full time for YouTube, and I think it’s because 
it’s more challenging to reach a wider audience in the 
city. 

Yet, I’ve seen quite several ‘influencers’ that are 
more active on Instagram, showcasing the city’s Mi-
chelin-starred restaurants.

They are the ones that are also invited by the city’s 
integrated resorts whenever its restaurants launch 
a new menu, with hopes of further promoting their 
cuisine by posting on social media. 

I remember speaking to an influencer from Taiwan 
who runs a food page on Instagram and was invi-
ted by a gaming operator to attend a lunch at their 
newest restaurant.

According to her, she was just in the city for three 
days, primarily for that purpose.

Influencer marketing nowadays has become more 
effective than ever, simply because of their huge 
following on social media and the influence they 
have on their audience.

Thus, many businesses are resorting to this kind 
of collaboration or ways to strengthen their brand 
messaging through these endorsements as it reaches 
more engaged audiences.

Indonesia to move 
capital from sinking 
Jakarta to Borneo
NINIEK KARMINI, 
JAKARTA

INDONESIA’S president 
announced yesterday 

that the country’s capital 
will move from overcrow-
ded, sinking and polluted 
Jakarta to a site in sparsely 
populated East Kalimantan 
province on Borneo island, 
known for rainforests and 
orangutans.

President Joko Widodo 
said intense studies over 
the past three years had re-
sulted in the choice of the 
location on the eastern side 
of Borneo island.

The new capital city, 
which has not yet been na-
med, will be in the middle 
of the vast archipelago na-
tion and already has rela-
tively complete infrastruc-
ture because it is near the 
cities of Balikpapan and 
Samarinda, Widodo said.

He said the burden has 
been become too heavy on 
Jakarta on Java island as the 
center of government, fi-
nance, business, trade and 
services as well as the loca-
tion of the country’s largest 
airport and seaport.

Widodo said the deci-
sion was made not to move 
the capital elsewhere on 
Java because the country’s 
wealth and people are hi-
ghly concentrated there 
and should be spread out.

Currently 54% of the 
country’s nearly 270 
million people live on Java, 
the country’s most densely 
populated area.

“We couldn’t continue to 
allow the burden on Jakarta 
and Java island to increa-
se in terms of population 
density,” Widodo said at a 
news conference in Jakar-
ta’s presidential palace. 
“Economic disparities be-
tween Java and elsewhere 
would also increase.”

In an interview with The 
Associated Press last mon-
th, Widodo said he wants to 
separate the center of go-
vernment from the coun-
try’s business and econo-
mic center in Jakarta.

Jakarta is an archetypi-
cal Asian mega-city with 
10 million people, or 30 
million including those in 
its greater metropolitan 
area. It is prone to earth-
quakes and flooding and 
is rapidly sinking due to 
uncontrolled extraction of 
ground water. The ground 
water is highly contamina-
ted as are its rivers. Conges-
tion is estimated to cost the 
economy $6.5 billion a year.

Mineral-rich East Kali-
mantan was once almost 
completely covered by 
rainforests, but illegal lo-
gging has removed many 
of its original growth. It is 
home to only 3.5 million 
people and is surrounded 
by Kutai National Park, 
known for orangutans 
and other primates and 
mammals.

Widodo said the relo-
cation of the capital to a 
180,000-hectare (444,780-
acre) site will take up a de-
cade and cost as much as 

466 trillion rupiah ($32.5 
billion), of which 19% will 
come from the state budget 
and the rest will be funded 
by cooperation between 
the government and busi-
ness entities and by direct 
investment by state-run 
companies and the private 
sector.

He said the studies de-
termined that the best site 
is between two districts, 
North Penajam Paser and 
Kutai Kertanegara, an area 
that has minimal risk of di-
sasters such as floods, ear-
thquakes, tsunamis, forest 
fires, volcanic eruptions or 
landslides in the seismi-
cally active nation.

Indonesia’s founding 
father and first president, 
Sukarno, once planned to 
relocate the country’s capi-
tal to Palangkaraya in Cen-
tral Kalimantan province.

Infrastructure improve-
ment has been Widodo’s 
signature policy and hel-
ped him win a second term 
in April elections.

Decades of discussions 
about building a new ca-
pital on Borneo island 
moved forward in April 
when Widodo approved a 
general relocation plan. He 
appealed for support for 
the move in an annual na-
tional address on the eve of 
Indonesia’s independence 
day on Aug. 16.

He said that his govern-
ment is still drafting a law 
on the new capital which 
will need to be approved by 
Parliament. AP
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Indonesia President Joko Widodo (center), his deputy Jusuf Kalla (right) and Minister of Agrarian and 
Spatial Planning Sofyan Djali at a press conference in Jakarta


