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WORKERS’ LAWMAKERS SAY THEY 
WILL CONTINUE THEIR FIGHT OVER 

LIVELIHOOD ISSUES IN THE COMING 
LEGISLATIVE YEAR

TEAMS FROM MALAYSIA AND THE 
PHILIPPINES WILL OPEN MACAU’S 

FIREWORKS COMPETITION 
THIS SATURDAY  P7 P2 P5

GOV’T CLAIMS EQUAL 
TREATMENT FOR ALL 

PROTEST ORGANIZERS

More on backpage

China Chinese telecom 
equipment maker 
Huawei accused U.S. 
authorities yesterday of 
attempting to break into 
its information systems 
and of trying to coerce 
its employees to gather 
information on the 
company.

Philippines President 
Rodrigo Deterte has 
fired the government’s 
top prison official amid 
a public outcry over the 
release of hundreds 
of prisoners, including 
convicted rapists and drug 
traffickers, through a law 
rewarding good behavior 
in detention.

Australia Police yesterday 
executed a search 
warrant on the home of 
an Australian intelligence 
officer in a raid that 
one media executive 
described as an attempt 
to intimidate people who 
talk to journalists.

Afghanistan The 
government yesterday 
expressed new concerns 
about a deal that a U.S. 
envoy says has been 
reached “in principle” with 
the Taliban on ending 
America’s longest war, 
asking for clarifications 
about the agreement 
and its risks in order 
to avoid “unpleasant 
consequences.”

Pakistan Police say 
security forces have 
raided a militant hideout 
on the outskirts of the 
southwestern city of 
Quetta, triggering a 
gunbattle that killed all 
six suspects, including a 
woman.
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Macau 
visitors to 
Hong Kong 
soared 32% 

in July
 P3

A BILL WITHDRAWN
HK leader Carrie Lam has given in to the first of protesters’ five demands

 P9
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Lawmaker Sulu Sou speaks to a police officer during the June 
Fourth assembly in Senado Square earlier this year

CRIME

Two Hong Kong drug dealers 
caught by Macau police

Wong’s office claims equal treatment 
to all demonstration organizers 
IN a reply to an interpella-

tion by lawmaker Sulu Sou, 
the Office for the Secretary 
for Security has insisted that 
the police authority treats all 
demonstration organizers 
equally. 

In June, Sou wrote an inter-
pellation to the government 
asking it to establish a specific 
communication channel be-
tween demonstration organi-
zers and the police authority 
for future demonstrations in 
order to avoid the latter being 
able to add restrictions and 
conditions to demonstration 
activities without notice.

In his written inquiry to 
the government, Sou accu-
sed the police authority of 
applying extra restrictions 
during a demonstration, re-
ducing the effective expres-
sion of public opinion. Such 
practice lacks legal grounds 
and may violate the city’s de-
monstration law. 

In particular, Sou re-
marked that during the June 
Fourth assembly at Senado 
Square this year, the police 
authority suddenly set up 
fences at the location and 
restricted the public’s access 
to the assembly. 

Replying to Sou, Wong’s 
office backed the legitimacy 
of police officers’ measures. 

The reply additionally sta-
ted that “there are assemblies 
at the Senado Square nearly 
every day, and that the police 
authority regards all organi-
zers equally and issues no-
tices to them about restric-
tions imposed on the site.” 

“However, when there is a 
situation which severely dis-
turbs public order and safety, 
the responsible on-site poli-
ce officers need to intervene 
and either persuade or take 
measures to restore order,” 

the office wrote. 
“When the police autho-

rity receives complaints from 
the residents, and only when 
it is necessary, officers will 
engage in verbal persuasion 
with the organizers or the 
participants to balance the 
rights of all parties,” the reply 
reads. 

“When the organiza-
tions have doubts regarding 
frontline police officers’ han-
dling, they can request to 
communicate directly to the 
police officer responsible for 
the demonstration,” added 
the reply. JZ

ANTHONY LAM

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) told 
a press conference yesterday 

about the resolution of two drug 
dealing cases uncovered during 
the previous week. However, the 
bureau said no connection be-
tween the cases and the summer 
holiday could be drawn. The bu-
reau also released information 
about a swindling case “of consi-
derable scale.”

Both cases involved Hong 
Kong residents who crossed the 
sea to sell narcotics in Macau. 
Police intelligence indicates that 
they had been hired by cartels in 
Hong Kong.

The first case involved a 
16-year-old suspect surnamed 
Yip, who sold cocaine in bars in 
the NAPE area. At 10 p.m. on Sep-
tember 3, PJ investigators saw Yip 
walking out of a NAPE hotel. Yip 
was immediately stopped and 
questioned. The police found 
17.3g of cocaine in Yip’s black bag. 

Afterwards, the investigators 
conducted a search at Yip’s hotel 
room, seizing 10.82g of cocaine 
and tools amounting to a total bla-
ck market price of MOP100,000. 
Suspected revenue from the dru-
gs of HKD19,000 and MOP10,000 
were also seized.

Yip confessed that he was in 

need of cash, so he took the job for 
a daily rate of HKD500 to 1,000, 
depending on the day’s reve-
nue. He was involved in the drug 
dealing for about a week before 
being caught.

Another case involved a 
41-year-old female surnamed 
Chan, who is a drug user and also 
sold cocaine in the NAPE area. 
On September 4 in the early mor-
ning, Chan was spotted exiting 

a NAPE hotel by PJ investigators 
who found 38 small packs of co-
caine (weighing 11.16g) on her. At 
her hotel room, the investigators 
seized 9.4g of cocaine, 0.53g of 
methamphetamine, 12 pieces of 
midazolam, 0.76g of heroine, and 
10 injection needles, two of whi-
ch appeared to be used, among 
other paraphernalia needed for 
drug administration and use. All 
narcotics were worth MOP70,000.

She confessed she started her 
work in August for daily pay of 
some HKD1,000, not inclusive 
of access to a certain amount of 
narcotics. She said she had sold 
about 20g of drugs.

In a separate case, a male scam 
victim informed the PJ on Sep-
tember 3 that a man, surnamed 
Wang, along with another main-
land man on the run (hereinafter 
referred to as the second suspect), 

had scammed his money by clai-
ming that they could provide 
privileged currency exchange ser-
vices. The victim reported a total 
loss of RMB390,000.

On August 28, the victim con-
nected over an instant messaging 
platform with the second suspect, 
who claimed that currency ex-
change services could be provi-
ded at a better exchange rate.

Because he had planned to vi-
sit Macau for leisure, the victim 
was interested in an exchange of 
HKD500,000 for RMB390,000. Ba-
sed on the official exchange rate 
on that date, the victim should 
have got about HKD420,000 ins-
tead.

The victim was told to open a 
bank account in Hong Kong to 
facilitate the deal, which he did. 
Upon arriving in Macau, Wang 
became the point of contact for 
the victim. The deal seemed to be 
successful as the victim received a 
text message noting an incoming 
credit of HKD500,000 into his ac-
count in Hong Kong.

He then remitted RMB390,000 
to the second suspect’s mainland 
account before he received ano-
ther message that the incoming 
transaction was canceled. Wang 
claimed he had nothing to do 
with it.

However, the victim could not 
retrieve his money the following 
day, so he decided to report to the 
police and sue Wang, who refused 
to cooperate in the investigation.

However, the PJ managed to 
prove his role in the scam, and so 
the case has been forwarded to 
the judicial authorities.
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THE Global Tourism 
Economy Forum 

(GTEF) participated in 
the 2019 China (Guang-
dong) International 
Tourism Industry Expo 
(“CITIE 2019”) in Guan-
gzhou between August 
30 and September 1 to 
promote the GTEF and 
familiarize stakeholders 
within the Greater Bay 
Area (GBA) with the fo-
rum.

CITIE focuses on both 
B2B and B2C markets to 
attract worldwide tou-
rism destinations, ser-
vice providers and su-
ppliers, and is a platform 

THE Tourism Crisis 
Management Office 

(GGCT) has decided to 
lower its travel alert for Sri 
Lanka from Level 2 to Level 
1, the GGCT informed in a 
statement.

The reason behind the 
reduced level of alert was 
not provided by the gover-
nment office, with the sta-
tement only noting that it 
had made the change “gi-
ven that the situation in Sri 
Lanka has attenuated.”

The GGCT also warns 
Macau residents who wish 
to travel to Sri Lanka or are 
currently already there to 
keep alert and “continue 
following closely the develo-

for professionals to sha-
re information, conduct 
purchases and facilitate 
business development.

According to the fo-
rum, the delegation 
got in touch with 3,000 
exhibitors and 30,000 
professional buyers and 
tourism peers, such as 
China International Tra-
vel Service (CITS), China 
National Travel Service 
(HK) and Genting Cruise 
Lines.

Some 180 tourism 
leaders, exhibitors and 
media representatives 
were invited to a ne-
tworking dinner hosted 

pment of the situation that 
might affect their safety.” 
The GGCT also reminds ci-
tizens that the travel alert 
system is not prohibitive 
in nature and traveling to 
destinations with current 
warnings issued is “an indi-
vidual decision.”

The travel alert for the 
country was issued on 
April 21 this year after a 
coordinated terrorist at-
tack hit three Catholic 
churches on Easter Sun-
day as well as three of the 
most well-known hotels in 
the capital city Colombo. 
At the time, the suicide 
bombing resulted in the 
death of 258 people. RM

by the GTEF, in collabo-
ration with CITIE. 

Jason Wang, Chief 
Operating Officer of the 
GTEF, encouraged in-
dustry peers to utilize 
GTEF’s well-established 
exchange and coopera-
tion platform in Macau 
and to take advantage 
of the Forum’s business 
matching offerings to 
expand business reach 
within and beyond the 
Greater Bay Area.

Also present at the 
dinner were represen-
tatives from Macau’s 
tourism stakeholders, 
including the six resort 

operators, who offered 
their insights to guests.

This year’s forum, 
which will take place 
between October 13 and 
15 at the MGM Cotai, is 
themed “Tourism and 
Leisure: Roadmap to a 
Beautiful Life”. 

It is derived from 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s Beautiful Life 
concept, which sugges-
ts that as more people 
cross-international bor-
ders every day, tourism 
and leisure have the 
potential to spur mu-
tual understanding and 
enhance quality of life 
and happiness, ultimate-
ly creating a harmonious 
and beautiful life for all.

This year’s partners 
are Argentina and Brazil, 
with Jiangsu as the featu-
red China province. AL

Global Tourism Economy 
Forum visits Guangzhou

GGCT lowers Travel 
Alert for Sri Lanka

Macau visitors to neighboring 
SAR grow 32% in July
ANTHONY LAM

D
ATA from Hong Kong’s 
Tourism Develop-
ment Board shows that 
32.6% more Macau re-

sidents crossed the border to the 
SAR in July than during the same 
month last year. Almost 122,000 
Macau residents were counted 
visiting Hong Kong during the 
month, according to the official 
data.

Following Macau is the Phili-
ppines, from which 11.7% more 

people visited Hong Kong in July 
compared to last year.

When comparing headcounts 
of the first seven months of 2019 
and 2018, some 820,000 Macau 
residents visited Hong Kong this 
year, up from 550,000 from last 
year.

Of the approximate 122,000 
Macau visitors to Hong Kong in 
July, about 28,000 stayed overni-
ght, while almost 94,000 visitors 
left on the same day. Nine percent 
more people stayed overnight 
compared with July last year, whi-

le 53.4% more Macau residents 
left Hong Kong on the same day.

In July last year, the Hong Kon-
g-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge (HKZMB) 
was not yet in operation. This July 
was the first summer holiday after 
the bridge commenced operation.

Summer is also a popular pe-
riod for longer-haul travel, such 
as to Europe and the Americas. 
Because Macau currently has 
no direct flights to these desti-
nations, local residents need to 
either catch a transit flight from 
other places or fly direct to their 

destination from the airport in 
Hong Kong.

The HKZMB’s Hong Kong che-
ckpoint is located close to the 
city’s airport. The two places are 
connected by paid bus services. 
Ferry services from Macau di-
rectly to the airport in Hong Kong 
have been in operation for years. 
Passengers can check in their bags 
at either side of the route.

Taking a flight at the Hong Kong 
Airport by the bridge requires tra-
velers to be cleared by immigra-
tion both at the bridge checkpoint 

and the airport’s restricted area. 
When a passenger takes the same 
route to return to Macau, both 
immigration checkpoints will be 
crossed.

The Board did not provide any 
commentary on the data, nor did 
it show the headcount at specific 
immigration checkpoints.

It did not specify whether the 
rise in Macau visitors was con-
nected with locals joining the pro-
tests in the city

Various platforms have pub-
lished reports stating that tourists 
are avoiding travelling to Hong 
Kong, which is supported by data 
showing a drop in the headcount 
of mainland tourists to the city.

In general, a 4.8% drop in total 
tourist headcount was recorded 
year-on-year in July. However, 
there was a rise of 11.1% in the 
first seven months of the year.
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SAFP director 
denies audit 
report’s 
accusation 
THE director of the Public Administra-

tion and Civil Service Bureau (SAFP) has 
denied an accusation in the Commission of 
Audit’s recent report that his bureau lacks 
“thinking in big-picture terms.” 

In response to the report, SAFP Director 
Kou Peng Kuan denied the accusations and 
defended his bureau. Kou believes that the 
speed of recruitment depends on the urgency 
of demands faced by relevant departments. 

Kou claimed that the central recruitment 
system simultaneously ensured fairness, 
equality, and openness. 

Kou stated that the SAFP had done its best 
to support the needs of other departments, al-
though he did not deny there being room for 
improvement in the recruitment process. 

Kou claimed that the ‘one-click’ system cri-
ticized by the Commission of Audit complies 
with app design principles.  

“Will you use an app if it is not convenient? 
If residents wish to apply, will they not choose 
more options when there is not a select-all op-
tion?” Kou questioned. 

He claimed that in 2016, many people wan-
ted to work in public departments, resulting 
in applicants applying for multiple positions. 

According to Kou, the e-application pla-
tform did not include a section for an appli-
cant’s major and degree and as a result, de-
partments had to accept all applications, even 
from applicants who were not qualified. JZ

Broad 
money supply 
continues 
retreat in July
ACCORDING to statistics released yes-

terday by the Monetary Authority of 
Macao, the broad money supply continued 
to fall in July.  Meanwhile, both resident 
deposits and loans dropped from a month 
earlier.

Residents’ deposits dropped by 1.3% 
from the preceding month to MOP646.4 
billion, while non-resident deposits also 
dropped 3.4% to MOP265.1 billion. 

Statistics from the Monetary Authority of 
Macao showed that public sector deposits 
with the banking sector decreased 0.2% to 
MOP247.9 billion.  

Thus, total deposits in the banking 
sector fell 1.6% from a month earlier to 
MOP1,159.5 billion. 

The shares of MOP, HKD, RMB and USD 
in total deposits were 19%, 48.1%, 4.6% and 
25.9% respectively.

Domestic loans to the private sector 
also dropped 1.5% from a month ago to 
MOP507.2 billion, while external loans also 
fell 2.3% to MOP565 billion. Data shows 
that the total loans to the private sector 
went down by 1.9% from a month earlier, to 
MOP1,072.2 billion. 

At end-July, the loan-to-deposit ratio for 
the resident sector dropped from 57% at en-
d-June to 56.7%.  

The currency in circulation and demand 
deposits fell 0.6% and 5.5% respectively. LV

231,000 anti-smoking 
inspections this year 
A total of 2.19 million anti- 

smoking inspections have been 
carried out since the Smoking Pre-
vention and Control Act took effect 
in January 2012, according to the la-
test data provided by the Health Bu-
reau (SSM). This represents a daily 
average of 782 inspections and has 
led to a cumulative total of 54,000 
charges.

During the first eight months of 
this year, anti-smoking inspectors 
carried out 231,000 inspections, an 
average of 951 daily inspections. 
This represents a 2.4% decrease 
compared to the same period last 
year on account of what the SSM 
describes a change in strategy.

In a statement released yesterday 
to announce the figures, the SSM 
said it continues to urge smokers to 
comply with the anti-smoking regu-
lations.

In addition, 3,776 complaints 
were registered, almost all of which 
relate to illegal smokers, although 
21 cases relate to the illegal labeling 
of tobacco products and three per-
tain to the sale of tobacco products 
through exhibitors. 

The number of charges against 
illegal smokers fell by 35 persons 
(-0.9%) compared with the previous 
year, according to the SSM. Of the 
offenses, the overwhelming majori-
ty of illegal smokers (3,513 cases) 

were male, or 93.6%, against 6.4% 
female cases (239 cases). Regarding 
the provenance of the offenders, 
1,048 fines were imposed on Macau 
residents (27.7%), 2,562 fines were 
imposed on tourists (68.3%) and 
142 offenses were committed by 
non-resident workers (4%). 

With regard to the type of esta-
blishment which saw the highest 
number of infringement cases, 987 
infringements (26.1%) were found 
in casinos, 621 (16.4%) in parks, 
gardens and leisure areas, and sho-
pping centers registered 417 cases 
(11%). Some 3,096 people (82%) 
paid the fines they were issued for 
smoking violations.DB
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Workers’ lawmakers to continue 
fight for livelihood issues 
JULIE ZHU

L
AWMAKERS Ella Lei, 
Leong Sun Iok, Lam 
Lon Wai and Lei Chan 
U say they will continue 

to pursue better housing poli-
cies, better transportation, and 
improved protection of local 
workers in the upcoming Legis-
lative Assembly (AL) session.

Recalling the past legislative 
term at a press conference held 
yesterday, the four lawmakers 
said that several problems with 
the administration had gone 
unresolved in the past year.

They cited insufficient pu-
blic administration and public 
fund supervision, the slow bui-
ld-up of the urban plan regime 
and lamented the fact that the 
unbalanced tourism policy still 
cannot balance livelihood and 
tourism issues. 

The lawmakers also said that 
the long-standing housing and 
transportation issues must be 
solved, and complained that the 
training of talented human re-
sources lacks forward-thinking. 

The lawmakers had therefore 
submitted proposals to the SAR 
government to improve admi-
nistrative ability. 

Regarding institutional de-
velopment, the four lawmakers 
want the government to enhan-
ce the construction of a clean 
government, push forward 

public administration reform, 
improve public finance mana-
gement, monitor companies 
where public money has been 
invested, improve the urban 
planning regime and balance 
tourism development.

“High-ranking officials’ cor-
ruption and malpractice con-

tinue to be unearthed,” the 
lawmakers noted in a joint sta-
tement. “The government must 
enhance the accountability sys-
tem for high-ranking officials, 
thus setting a good example by 
independently investigating 
malpractice by civil servants 
while improving their discipli-
nary system.” 

The four lawmakers condem-
ned the low efficiency and lack 
of rigor in formulating budge-
ts, citing the large amounts of 
public money spent on renting 
properties. 

Moreover, each year, the SAR 
government spends hundreds 
of millions of patacas on com-
panies supported with public 
funds.

“Although proposed for many 
years, there is still no supervi-
sion mechanism, with the com-
panies’ capital and operations 
derailing from the public’s mo-
nitoring.” 

The four lawmakers sugges-
ted that the SAR government 
should expedite works invol-
ved in converting a land plot of 

70,740 square meters into a lei-
sure and family-friendly zone. 
The land of the former Iec Long 
Firecracker Factory was also 
proposed to be transformed 
into a platform for cultural crea-
tions. 

In regard to housing and 
transportation matters, the four 
lawmakers want public housing 
plans, public housing quality, 
and better application procedu-
res. There is a push for the Light 
Rapid Transit (LRT) to be com-
bined with casino shuttle buses, 
and extended to Barra and Seac 
Pai Van. Bus drivers’ service qua-
lity should also be improved, ac-
cording to the lawmakers. 

Representing the workers 
sector, the four lawmakers par-
ticularly recommended that 
the government make improve-
ments to ensure workers do not 
see their salaries delayed. The 
compensation amount availab-
le for injuries obtained on-duty 
were also recommended to re-
ceive an increase.  

“The government is always 
unable to fulfill its promises 
regarding labor relation legisla-
tion and law amendments,” the 
four reported together. 

They finally urged the go-
vernment to continue ensuring 
that there are policies to priori-
tize the hiring of local workers, 
and to regularly train local ta-
lented people.

Lawmaker Ella Lei
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Errol Lucero (left), Kim Moon Tong (center) and PyroBlast Technical 
Consultant Krishna

IPM fulfills 
promise of PSC 
training 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macao Polytechnic Institute (IPM) and 
the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for 

Economic and Trade Cooperation between Chi-
na and the Portuguese-speaking Countries (Fo-
rum Macau) have jointly organized a summer 
course for students from different Portuguese-
-speaking countries (PSC) to provide continuing 
training to staff from Portuguese-speaking 
countries. 

The aim of the course is to facilitate com-
munication between these countries and Chi-
na, thereby boosting trading relations between 
them.

The course took place from August 26 to 30 
and fulfills a promise made during the Fifth 
Ministerial Conference of the Forum Macau. 
During this conference, the Macau government 
was assigned the role of providing more training, 
the Coordinator of the Support Office of the Per-
manent Secretariat of the Forum Macau, Teresa 
Mok said during the closing ceremony. 

In total, a group of fifteen students represen-
ting countries such as Angola, Brazil, and Cape 
Verde attended the program activities, which in-
cluded seminars on Chinese history and culture, 
the  community of Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries’ economics, China’s economy, the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay, and the 
internet and electronic commerce. Besides the 
seminars, the students also visited several insti-
tutions relevant to the commercial relations be-
tween both sides. RM

Philippines, Malaysia to open 
fireworks display contest
T

HE Philippines and 
Malaysia are set to 
open the 30th Ma-
cao International 

Fireworks Display Contest 
that will kick off at 9 p.m. this 
Saturday.

Hosted by the Macao 
Government Tourism Offi-
ce (MGTO), 12 pyrotechnic 
teams will present firework 
displays themed “Duo Cele-
brations for Macau.”

Yesterday, the two teams 
from the Philippines and 
Malaysia met with the press 
to present their works that 
will open this year’s compe-
tition. 

Themed “Diversification 
– Integration,” Malaysia has 
divided its presentation into 
six segments that aim to 
showcase different elements 
of fireworks, color and effect.

“Malaysia is a multi-cultu-
red and multi-racial country 
[…] so we will bring this di-
versification and integration 
[to the theme]. We’re coming 
with different combinations 
of colors and patterns,” said 
Krishna, the pyrotechnician 

of Blastmaster Sdn Bhd.
 “We have some special 

new designs which we will 
display in the competition. 
We have some low-level ef-
fects as well to create a mul-
ti-level display,” Krishna fur-
ther explained.

This year, the 12 pyro-
technic teams will choreo-
graph 18-minute fireworks 
shows to the song “Light 
Your Fire” by Mathew Lam 
Chun Yat, which won the 
bureau’s songwriting contest 

last year.
The Malaysian team no-

ted that it was a challenge 
for the group to create a fi-
reworks display based on the 
song.

“It’s quite difficult to get 
fireworks to match the mu-
sic. But we managed to do it 
with bright colors and slow 
and fast effects. That’s the 
big challenge this time,” said 
Krishna. 

Meanwhile, the team 
from the Philippines has the-

med its presentation “A Ma-
gical Experience,” aiming to 
showcase a fireworks show 
that is “executed in a unique 
play of angles and colors.”

Platinum Fireworks, Inc. 
will close its show with the 
song “Never Enough,” from 
the Greatest Showman film.

“We wanted to make a 
magical show, so this year’s 
finale is much bigger than 
last year’s,” said Errol Luce-
ro, the show director of the 
company.

“We will use more color-
ful effects so it will become 
magical. We see to it that the 
mandatory theme song and 
the fireworks would sync 
overall,” he added. 

Since the Philippines’ 
team experienced difficulties 
last year due to low visibility, 
Lucero shared that the team 
has enhanced its techniques 
so that its high-level effects 
would not be blocked by the 
clouds. 

The fireworks display con-
test will be held on weekends 
from September 7 until Oc-
tober 5. LV
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JPMORGAN Chase 
& Co. has landed on 

six property stocks that 
can best weather the 
Hong Kong turmoil after 
applying a worst-case 
scenario that envisages 
home prices plunging 
30%, retail sales falling 
by a similar amount and 
prime office rents sinking 
40%.

While a worst-case 
scenario may seem a ra-
ther grim starting point, 
analysts at the New York-
-based investment bank 
said in a report earlier 
this week that’s what 
most investors are star-
ting to factor in conside-
ring the uncertainties in 
the former British colony.

They include a re-es-
calation of the U.S.-Chi-

na trade war and the so-
cial unrest in Hong Kong, 
both of which will impact 
upon the city’s status as 
an international finan-
cial center, JPMorgan 
said.

“The primary objec-
tive of our worst-case 
analysis is to identify 
stocks that are still good 
for investment even un-
der this sort of scenario,” 
analysts led by Cusson 
Leung wrote, adding 
such assumptions we-
ren’t their base case.

JPMorgan said CK 
Asset has been diver-
sifying away from pro-
perty in Hong Kong and 
China. Henderson Land, 
meanwhile, has done a 
good job ramping up as-
set disposals and “strong 

dividend growth will su-
pport strong share price 
performance.”

Wharf and Hang Lung 
have promising sho-
pping malls after some 
tenant reshuffling, while 
New World, the only de-
veloper of the six with a 
residential angle, should 
see the most substantial 
increase in rents.

“We believe the only 
type of residential projec-
ts which are still selling 
well is the mass market 
product, of which New 
World will have a 3,000-
unit to be launched in Tai 
Wai early 2020,” the Sept. 
2 report said.

On the flip side, four 
stocks were downgraded 
to underweight, and two 
to neutral. BLOOMBERG

CHINA is investigating Fe-
dEx Corp. on suspicion of 

illegally handling a package to 
Hong Kong containing knives 
that are controlled by law, the 
state-run Xinhua News Agen-
cy reported.

The knives have been con-
fiscated by authorities, Xi-
nhua said, without providing 
more details. The case follows 
the discovery of a gun in a pa-
ckage delivered by FedEx to a 
company in China, the news 
agency reported Aug. 18.

The latest package “was 
handled correctly via stan-
dard security protocol,” FedEx 
said in a statement Tuesday. 
It was sent by “a regular shi-
pper” from the city of Guan-
gzhou but wasn’t delivered, 
the carrier said. Instead, it was 

turned over to authorities ac-
cording to established proce-
dures.

“The package never left 
its origin city, was never deli-
vered, and remains with the 
authorities,” FedEx said in an 
email.

FedEx has been under 
scrutiny in recent months af-
ter Huawei Technologies Co. 
said documents it asked to be 
shipped from Japan to China 
were diverted to the U.S. ins-
tead without authorization. In 
another incident, FedEx said it 
mistakenly rejected a package 
containing a Huawei phone 
being sent to the U.S. from the 
U.K., a claim China rebuffed.

After those incidents, peo-
ple familiar with the matter 
said in June that China was 

considering adding FedEx 
to a list of so-called unrelia-
ble entities that the country 
says damages the interests of 
domestic companies. At the 
time, Chinese authorities had 
almost completed the pre-
parations needed to blacklist 
the U.S. company, the people 
said.

FedEx has now put itself 
in a very dangerous position, 
with the unreliable entities list 
in the process of being rolled 
out, China’s state-run Global 
Times said on Tuesday. The 
parcel’s destination of Hong 
Kong is very sensitive, the 
newspaper said, adding that 
anti-Chinese government 
protesters in the city have of-
ten armed themselves with 
knives. BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG

China probes illegal 
knives in FedEx package

HONG KONG
House prices could slide 30% 
in worst-case scenario

Martial law is the latest risk 
worrying investors
AS investors map out potential 

risks from Hong Kong’s sum-
mer of unrest, one tool at the go-
vernment’s disposal is attracting 
increased attention: a colonial-
-era statute that gives authorities 
broad powers similar to martial 
law.

Speculation that Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam may 
invoke the city’s Emergency Re-
gulations Ordinance has swirled 
since she said last week that all 
options are on the table.

The law, introduced by the 
British in 1922 for use in case of 
emergency or public danger, gi-
ves Hong Kong’s leader the power 

to make “any regulations wha-
tsoever which he may consider 
desirable in the public interest.” 
Chinese officials said on Tuesday 
that it could be implemented if 
necessary.

Market analysts in Hong Kong 
still view that as a low-probabi-
lity event, but they haven’t ruled 
it out as some anti-government 
protesters turn increasingly vio-
lent. While invoking the law wou-
ld be a less extreme measure than 
calling in Chinese troops to quell 
the unrest, the knee-jerk impact 
on markets would likely be nega-
tive. Share prices and the Hong 
Kong dollar, which is pegged to 

the U.S. currency, would come 
under pressure as international 
investors rushed to reduce their 
exposure, analysts said.

The scale and duration of the 
exodus, and the damage to Hong 
Kong’s status as a global finan-
cial hub, would depend on how 
the law is used. Its provisions in-
clude arrests, property seizures, 
deportation, control of the ports 
and the power to restrict means 
of communication. In an extreme 
scenario, the government could 
even cut off access to the Internet.

“If the emergency law is trig-
gered, the economic damage will 
definitely be significant,” said Na-

der Naeimi, who oversees about 
$800 million as head of dynamic 
markets at AMP Capital Investors 
Ltd. Naeimi sold his Hong Kong 
stock holdings in May, saying that 
tail risks in the city are too high.

“The possibility has increased, 
but I wouldn’t take it as a base-li-
ne case. The fear surrounding this 
is that once it’s declared, people 
potentially won’t know what will 
actually happen. That uncertain-
ty by itself will create fear in the 
financial markets. It’s very likely 
we’d see some kind of a stock-
-market selloff,” said Tommy Wu, 
a senior economist at Oxford Eco-
nomics Hong Kong.

“We’d probably see Hong 
Kong’s dollar hitting the weak side 
of the trading band a lot more of-
ten. In terms of the peg stability, 
I still don’t think that’s an issue 
because there’s enough foreign 
reserves.”

“I don’t think the government 
is going to do it when there’s so 
much concern in the society,” 
complemented Steven Leung, 
executive director of UOB Kay 
Hian (Hong Kong). 

“There’s still a lot of things the 
government can do, so there’s no 
urgency for them to launch this 
law in the near future,” added 
Leung. “If they do it, there may 
be some very short-term panic 
in the financial markets and also 
in society. […] It’s difficult to pre-
dict what will happen in political 
issues. It’s better to raise cash po-
sitions, try to stay away from risky 
assets.” MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Carrie Lam scraps bill that 
sparked months of unrest
IAIN MARLOW, SHAWNA KWAN 
& BLAKE SCHMIDT

H
ONG Kong’s embatt-
led leader, Carrie Lam, 
formally withdrew le-
gislation to allow extra-

ditions to China, a political retreat 
that may help ease - but not end 
- months of unrest in the Asian fi-
nancial hub.

Lam announced the move in a 
televised address yesterday, after 
a meeting with pro-establishment 
politicians including local legisla-
tors and the city’s representati-
ves to national legislative bodies. 
She also pledged an independent 
study of the government’s perfor-
mance and reaffirmed her com-
mitment to reviewing the police 
actions - while saying she couldn’t 
accept other protester demands 
such as dropping rioting charges 
against demonstrators.

“Incidents over these past two 
months have shocked and sad-
dened Hong Kong people,” Lam 
said, seated at a desk, her hands 
folded. “We are all very anxious 
about Hong Kong, our home. We 
all hope to find a way out of the 
current impasse and unsettling 
times.”

Hong Kong stocks jumped, led 
by property developers, after news 
reports that she would withdraw 
bill. The benchmark Hang Seng 
Index rose 3.9% - the biggest gain 
since November - before her spee-
ch, although futures slipped after 

she made clear that she wouldn’t 
meet some protester demands.

“Carrie Lam’s so-called conces-
sions have come too little too late, 
the damage is done, the scars and 
wounds are still bleeding in Hong 
Kong,” Claudia Mo, a pro-demo-
cracy lawmaker, who has been a 
prominent participant in some of 
the biggest marches, 
told a briefing after 
the announcement. 
“If she thinks she can 
use some garden hose 
to put out some hill 
fire, that’s not possib-
le.”

The online forum 
LIHKG - a popular 
sounding board and 
organizing platform 
for protesters - also 
indicated disappoint-
ment with Lam’s ac-
tion. A post titled 
“Two out of five demands met. Do 
we accept?” garnered 415 thumb-
-downs in less than 15 minutes.

Lam’s move follows a weekend 
of demonstrations that saw some 
of the fiercest clashes between 
protesters and riot police. Activis-
ts have lobbed petrol bombs and 
set bonfires in the streets, while 
police officers fired tear gas, ru-
bber bullets and pepper spray, 
making more than 1,100 arrests 
since early June.

The turmoil that followed Lam’s 
attempt to introduce the ill-fated 
bill - including mass marches that 

drew more than 1 million people 
and protests that shut the city’s 
busy airport - have turned into 
the biggest crisis for Beijing’s rule 
over the former British colony 
since it returned to Chinese rule 
in 1997. Aggressive police tactics, 
threats by Beijing to deploy troops 
and sweeping arrests of pro-de-

mocracy figures have raised fears 
about Hong Kong’s autonomy and 
drawn international condemna-
tion.

Although Lam had previous-
ly suspended the bill - saying it 
was “dead” - her move did little to 
appease demonstrators, who con-
tinued protesting and expanded 
their demands to include calls for 
greater democratic freedom. Wi-
thout the bill’s formal withdrawal, 
it could be reintroduced in a few 
days.

Still, it wasn’t immediately 
clear whether the formal with-

drawal would end the protests. 
The action meets only one of five 
main demands, which also inclu-
de calls for an independent com-
mission of inquiry into police vio-
lence, an amnesty for those who 
have been arrested and universal 
suffrage.

Withdrawing the bill may ease 
anger and bring down 
the violence, but was 
unlikely on its own to 
appease demands for 
greater democracy and 
accountability over po-
lice tactics, said Sam-
son Yuen, an assistant 
professor of political 
science at Lingnan Uni-
versity, who has con-
ducted surveys of de-
monstrators. “Since the 
core slogan has always 
been ‘five demands, 
every one of them,’ they 

will continue to fight for the rest,” 
Yuen said.

Opponents had said the bill 
threatened the city’s tenuous au-
tonomy from China and under-
mined its reputation as a global 
financial center. Lam’s Beijing-
-backed government had faced 
growing public concern that Chi-
na, emboldened by its rising eco-
nomic power, was less committed 
to Hong Kong’s colonial-era gua-
rantees of independent courts, 
free speech and capitalist marke-
ts.

On Tuesday, Lam addressed 

a Reuters report of a leaked au-
dio recording in which she said 
she had “very, very, very limited” 
room to meet the demands of 
protesters and would quit “if I had 
the choice.” Speaking to repor-
ters, she said she had “not even 
contemplated to discuss a resig-
nation with the central people’s 
government.”

Meanwhile, Chinese officials 
overseeing Hong Kong softened 
their tone toward the city’s protes-
ters, saying peaceful demonstra-
tions were allowed under the law, 
even as it ruled out a fundamen-
tal demand for direct democracy 
that has fueled the unrest. They 
also reaffirmed support for Lam 
and her government.

The extradition bill was origi-
nally proposed by Hong Kong’s 
government in February and co-
vered mainland China and other 
jurisdictions that don’t have an 
extradition agreement with Hong 
Kong. Lam and the law’s backers 
originally defended it as neces-
sary to ensure the city wouldn’t 
become a refuge for suspected 
fugitives.

Her push to pass it before the 
end of the legislative period in July 
was sparked by the case of a local 
man accused of murdering his 
girlfriend in Taiwan. He was arres-
ted in Hong Kong and convicted 
of money laundering, but couldn’t 
be sent back to the island to stand 
trial as there’s no framework to do 
so.

Pro-establishment lawmaker, 
Felix Chung, said that with-
drawing the bill would “certainly” 
help.

“Whether the impact will be 
a huge one or not, I’m not sure 
- would have to wait and see,” 
Chung said. “At least it’s a very po-
sitive move, even if it’s a bit late.” 
BLOOMBERG

The turmoil that 
followed Lam’s attempt 
to introduce the bill has 
turned into the biggest 
crisis for Beijing’s rule 

over the former British 
colony since the 1997 

handover
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CORPORATE BITS
Pink Inspired activities extended with Eiffel Tower race

Oktoberfest Macau at MGM 
will be held between October 
17 and 28 at MGM Cotai’s 
Roof Terrace.

Rocking the town again with 
the 11-day Bavarian festival, 

Conrad  Macao, Cotai Central 
is launching its annual Pink Ins-
pired campaign with a series 
of experiences and collectibles 
available throughout October in 
support of Hong Kong Cancer 
Fund’s (HKCF) breast cancer 
awareness campaign.

Oktoberfest Macau at MGM to kick off on October 17
The Högl Fun Band will again 

fly over from Munich for se-
veral nights of live perfor-
mances.

This year’s event will also 
feature  Löwenbräu, one 
of the six genuine German 
Oktoberfest brews, along 
with the traditional German 
gastronomies, Bavarian pat-
terned beer tent and ceiling 
wreaths with a touch of Ma-
canese decoration, as well as 
carnival game booths.

According to a statement 
issued by the gaming ope-
rator, in the past 10 years, 
MGM has welcomed  nearly 
150,000  beer lovers with  al-
most 150,000  liters of beer, 
and over  40,000  kilograms 
of roasted pork knuckles and 
chicken. 

and funds for its free breast 
cancer care services.

The hotel will feature themed 
menus at selected restaurants, 
spa treatments, a charity lunch, 
and games amongst others.  

This year, as an extension of 
the Pink Inspired charity lunch, 
Sands Resorts  Macao will sta-
ge a Pink Eiffel Tower Run race 
up The Parisian Macao’s iconic 
half-scale Eiffel Tower, the in-
tegrated resort announced in a 
statement.

The hotel will be supporting 
Associação de Feliz Paraíso, a 
local charitable organization 
established in 2014 by cancer 
patients, their family members 
and local medical professionals 
here in Macau. The organiza-
tion provides cancer education 
to local communities.

this year’s event will continue 
to partner with the Consula-
te General of the Federal Re-
public of Germany in Hong 
Kong  and the  German Ma-
cau Business Association.

This is the eighth year Con-
rad Macao, now as a HKCF Dia-
mond Sponsor, has pledged 
to donate a portion of its Pink 
Inspired proceeds to benefit 
the breast cancer awareness 
campaign, an annual campaign 
that raises  public  awareness 

Cathay Pacific 
chairman 
resigns weeks 
after CEO steps 
down
CATHAY Pacific Airways Ltd. Chairman 

John Slosar followed the chief executive of-
ficer in resigning after the carrier faced scrutiny 
from China for its employees’ involvement in 
the anti-Beijing protests in Hong Kong.

Slosar, 63, will be replaced by Patrick Healy, a 
31-year veteran at parent Swire Group, Cathay 
said yesterday in a filing. The changes are sche-
duled to take effect after a Nov. 6 board meeting.

Swire is cleaning house atop its most high-
-profile asset to avoid falling further afoul of 
Beijing. The airline, whose business would be 
crippled if it lost access to China, has become 
a symbol of the danger companies face in Hong 
Kong as they seek to steer clear of angering the 
mainland government.

Chinese authorities last month threatened 
to ban Cathay flights from flying into mainland 
airspace and imposed a swathe of demands on 
Hong Kong’s flag carrier after its employees par-
ticipated in months-long demonstrations. The 
company swung quickly into action, with group 
Chairman Merlin Swire flying into Beijing to 
meet with Chinese authorities. Then Rupert 
Hogg abruptly stepped down as Cathay’s CEO 
to take responsibility for the airline’s troubles. 
At least seven other employees have also left the 
carrier amid the turmoil.

Cathay employees took part in a general 
strike last month that caused a shutdown of 
Hong Kong’s airport, canceling hundreds of fli-
ghts from the carrier’s hub. Meanwhile, some 
Chinese state-owned firms boycotted the airli-
ne, raising further concerns that the demons-
trations in the city could undermine the com-
pany’s efforts to turn around its business.

Cathay and Swire have since cracked down 
on employees, warning workers multiple times 
not to participate in or support any illegal pro-
tests.

Slosar, also a Swire veteran, ran Cathay as 
CEO from 2011 before becoming its chairman 
in 2014. As CEO, he faced challenges including 
intensifying competition, rising fuel costs and 
union demands - yet succeeded in keeping 
profitability and maintaining revenue growth. 
MDT/AP

Tadashi Yanai

Billionaire Uniqlo 
founder wants a woman 
to succeed him as CEO
LISA DU & GRACE HUANG

TADASHI Yanai, Fast Re-
tailing Co.’s 70-year-old 

billionaire founder, said he 
would prefer to be succeeded 
by a woman, which would be 
better for Asia’s largest retai-
ler.

“The job is more suitab-
le for a woman,” Yanai, the 
chief executive officer behind 
clothing giant Uniqlo, said in 
an interview. “They are perse-
vering, detailed oriented and 
have an aesthetic sense.”

As Yanai gets older, he’s 
been asked more frequently 
about succession at the com-
pany, which he built from 
his father’s tailor shop into a 
global brand. A possible can-
didate could be Maki Akaida, 
who was appointed this year 
to run Uniqlo’s Japan opera-
tions — the company’s most 
profitable unit. Yanai said he 
wants to increase the ratio 
of female senior executives 
to more than half the total. 
Fast Retailing currently has 
six women in such roles, af-
ter hitting its goal last year 
of having more than 30% of 
women in management po-
sitions.

Japan has faced scrutiny 
over its lack of gender di-
versity in top management 
roles; only 4.1% of executive 
titles at publicly traded firms 
in the country are held by 
women. That pales in com-
parison with places such 
as the U.S., where women 
make up about a quarter of 
executive ranks, according 

to multiple studies.
“It’s a possibility,” Yanai 

said when asked whether 
Akaida would be a potential 
successor. Akaida, 40, joined 
the company in 2001 and has 
managed Uniqlo stores in 
China and Japan, as well as 
working in the sales and hu-
man resources divisions.

Any successor to Yanai 
would inherit one of Japan’s 
more recognizable global 
brands, after Fast Retailing 
fought off domestic dol-
drums by expanding Uniqlo 
overseas. Revenue has grown 
consistently, surpassing 2 
trillion yen ($18.9 billion) in 
2018, mainly through new 
stores in foreign markets 
from China to the U.S.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
has sought to promote wo-
men in the work force amid 
a labor shortage triggered by 
Japan’s aging and shrinking 
population. With a declining 
birthrate, the number of peo-
ple will slump by almost a 
third by 2060, by which time 
about 40% will be 65 or over, 
according to the National 
Institute of Population and 
Social Security Research.

“We’re in the business of 
selling clothes — it’s not so 
good that we’re old,” Yanai 
said.

Investors are looking at 
gender diversity in manage-
ment ranks to evaluate their 
holdings. That’s especially 
true for consumer companies 

where it may be important to 
have executives who are simi-
lar to and match the core cus-
tomer profile, said Kathlyn 
Collins, analyst at Matthews 
Asia, a San Francisco-based 
fund with about $30 billion 
under management.

“We would hope that there 
would be enough people who 
are overseeing management 
who have some sort of expe-
rience with that demogra-
phic, who maybe are familiar 
with the needs, wants, desi-
res of that customer,” Collins 
said.

The Southeast Asian re-
gion will become an increa-
singly important part of Fast 
Retailing’s business, Yanai 
added. The company said 
it would invest $1.8 million 
in a partnership with the In-
ternational Labour Organi-
zation, an arm of the United 
Nations, to help support fac-
tory workers in Indonesia. 
The ILO will also conduct a 
study in other countries whe-
re Fast Retailing has contract 
factories to explore ways to 
improve social protections 
for workers in the future.

Yanai said such invest-
ments are a way to both help 
pursue business goals and 
contribute to the world, as 
upward mobility in develo-
ping countries would likely 
eventually boost Fast Retai-
ling’s top line.

“If we expand in a pla-
ce where incomes are not 
growing, we cannot sell 
clothes,” the CEO said. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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NICK PERRY, 
WELLINGTON

A tour bus carrying 
Chinese tourists fli-

pped in rainy weather 
near a New Zealand tou-
rist town yesterday mor-
ning, killing five Chinese 
nationals and seriously 
injuring two others, poli-
ce said.

Police Inspector Brent 
Crowe told media that the 
medium-sized tour bus 
was carrying 27 people 
and was about 20 minu-
tes north of Rotorua at 
just after 11 a.m. when it 
failed to negotiate a bend 
on a highway.

He said the bus drifted 
onto the wrong side of 
the road and as the driver 
tried to correct it flipped 
onto the driver’s side. He 
said no other vehicles 
were involved in the crash 
but the weather was a fac-
tor.

“High winds, fog and 
a lot of rain,” Crowe said. 
“And the road surface was 
clearly wet and slippery.”

HADI AZMI

A witness in former Malay-
sian leader Najib Razak’s 

trial testified that the ex-pre-
mier offered projects to China 
in exchange for help resolving 
1MDB’s debt.

Fugitive financier Jho Low 
represented Najib in the mee-
ting with China’s State-owned 
Assets Supervision and Ad-
ministration Commission, or 
SASAC, which was attended 
by witness Amhari Efendi Na-
zaruddin, a former aide to Na-
jib. Low and Najib planned to 
use agreements with Chinese 
state-linked companies to 
bail out 1MDB’s debt, Amhari 
said.

The testimony is the first 
confirmation from a former 
official in Malaysia’s previous 
government that there were 
talks with Chinese institu-
tions for help in resolving the 
1MDB scandal in exchange 
for state deals. SASAC didn’t 
immediately respond to a fa-
xed request for comment.

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad’s administration, 
which ousted Najib in a sur-

Liang Zhi, a diplomat 
from the Chinese Em-
bassy in Wellington, told 
The Associated Press that 
they understand the bus 
was carrying a driver, a 
tour guide, and Chinese 
tourists mostly from the 
Sichuan province.

“Our embassy attaches 
great importance to the 
tragic incident,” Liang 
said. “Our ambassador 
is on her way to Rotorua. 
Our embassy will make 
every effort to help the 
Chinese citizens who 
have died and been inju-

prise election win last year, 
hasn’t confirmed the talks ei-
ther. The government said in 
January it was investigating 
whether the cost of China-ba-
cked infrastructure projects 
was inflated due to links to 
1MDB’s debt. That’s after the 
Wall Street Journal reported 
that senior Chinese leaders 
offered to help bail out the 
troubled state fund in 2016.

SASAC was offered projec-
ts including the East Coast 
Rail Link, the witness said, 
which had been put on hold 
by Mahathir before being re-
sumed at a lower cost of 44 
billion ringgit ($11 billion). 
The Trans-Sabah gas pipeli-
ne, a Kuala Lumpur-Bangkok 
high-speed rail and the deve-
lopment of offshore financial 
hub Labuan were also tabled 
at the meeting, he said.

Najib, who has pleaded not 
guilty, faces the biggest set of 
charges for his alleged role 
in 1MDB in the current trial, 
which revolves around 25 
corruption allegations against 
him linked to the state fund’s 
billion-dollar bond deals and 
acquisitions. BLOOMBERG

red in the accident.”
He said he expected 

that New Zealand officials 
would also be offering all 
the assistance they could.

Crowe said it still inves-
tigating whether the bus 
was fitted with seatbelts 
and if the passengers were 
wearing them. He said the 
driver was not serious-
ly injured, and it would 
likely take several weeks 
of investigation to deter-
mine whether he would 
face any charges.

He said the two pas-
sengers with serious in-

juries and another four 
passengers with modera-
te injuries were taken to 
hospitals. Other passen-
gers with minor injuries 
were treated at the scene.

The St. John ambulan-
ce service said it dispat-
ched five helicopters and 
five ambulances to the 
crash site to transport pa-
tients.

Rotorua is popular 
among tourists for its geo-
thermal activity, including 
boiling mud pools, and 
for its indigenous Maori 
culture. BLOOMBERG

Tour bus crashes on wet New 
Zealand road, five Chinese killed

Najib offered projects 
to China for 1MDB 
help, witness says

Xi warns party needs ‘fighting 
spirit’ to overcome risks
C

HINESE President Xi 
Jinping urged the ruling 
Communist Party to 
brace for a “long-term” 

struggle against a variety of threa-
ts, the latest in a series of warnings 
to a nation facing aslowing eco-
nomy and a more confrontational 
U.S.

Xi said officials needed to dis-
play a “fighting spirit” to overco-
me challenges ranging from se-
curity concerns to financial risks, 
according to the official Xinhua 
News Agency. “The struggles we 
face will not be short term, but 
long term,” Xi told a cadre training 
course Tuesday in Beijing, adding 
that difficulties would persist 
through at least 2049, the 100th 
anniversary of the People’s Repu-
blic of China.

Xi opened the year by stressing 
the need to maintain political sta-
bility as the economy slows. Chi-
na is projected to see the slowest 
growth in gross domestic product 
in almost three decades this year 
-- a concern made worse by the 
trade war with U.S. President Do-
nald Trump.

Xi’s latest remarks come just 
weeks before the party’s deci-
sion-making Central Committee 
is expected to hold its first full 
meeting in 20 months. The lea-
ders will meet during a period of 
triumphant anniversaries for the 
ruling party, with Xi expected to 

preside over a military parade to 
mark the country’s 70th anniver-
sary on Oct. 1.

However, that spirit of triumph 
was missing from Xi’s speech.

“At present and into the future, 
China’s development is entering 
to a period when various risks and 

challenges are emerging together,” 
Xi said, listing concerns including 
the economy, defense, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan. “And it will only get 
more complex.”

`WEAK-KNEED’ CADRES
China is facing greater interna-

tional push back as Trump piles 
tariffs on the country’s goods in an 
effort to secure concessions on tra-
de, technology, and economic ac-
cess. That dispute has exacerbated 
concerns about China’s slowdown 
and contributed to diplomatic 
tensions over pro-democracy pro-
tests in Hong Kong and American 
military support for Taiwan.

The speech was followed up 
Wednesday by a toughly wor-
ded front-page commentary in 
the party’s flagship People’s Daily 
newspaper, which chided “some 
cadres, especially the young ones” 
for lacking the necessary fighting 
spirit. Some were “weak-kneed 
and unwilling to fight,” the com-
mentary said, adding that such a 
political party or country wouldn’t 
be “far from peril.”

State media have stepped up 
their propaganda efforts around Xi 
recently, especially since his return 
from the annual summer retreat at 
Beidaihe. Official news reports and 
documentaries have taken to des-
cribing Xi as “the People’s Leader,” 
an honorific previously reserved 
for Mao.

Xi’s speech included numerous 
war-like metaphors, including 
exhorting party officials to “be 
both commanders and comba-
tants, and cultivate and maintain 
a strong fighting spirit, have te-
nacious will and superb fighting 
skills.” BLOOMBERG
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JPMorgan says China to be included 
in benchmark bond indexes
GREGOR STUART HUNTER 
& TIAN CHEN

JPMORGAN Chase & Co. will 
start a phased inclusion of Chi-

nese government debt into its 
benchmark emerging-market in-
dexes, potentially ushering in a 
fresh overseas influx into the wor-
ld’s second-largest bond market.

China’s weight will be capped 
at 10% of the GBI-EM global di-
versified and narrow diversified 
indexes. The inclusion will begin 
Feb. 28. 2020, the bank said in a 
statement yesterday. Goldman Sa-
chs Group Inc. analysts earlier esti-
mated that such a move could lead 
to about USD3 billion of inflows 
into China’s bond market a month.

The move is another win for 
Chinese officials, who have sou-
ght to encourage steady inflows 
of global funds into its domestic 
markets, in part to help balance 
pressures on the yuan after an exo-
dus of capital in 2015. Bloomberg 
Barclays, another index provider, 
began adding Chinese bonds to its 
global benchmark in April. Next up 
is FTSE Russell, which is scheduled 
to announce its decisions regar-
ding its WGBI gauge on Sept. 26.

“The pace of capital inflows 
into the onshore bond market 
will accelerate, with more passive 
funds buying the debt and some 
others betting on a narrowing of 
the now-wide China-U.S. interes-
t-rate gap,” said Zhaopeng Xing, a 
markets economist at Australia & 
New Zealand Banking Group Ltd.

Foreign holdings of Chine-
se bonds have steadily climbed, 
notching a ninth consecutive 
increase in August, a period that 

includes the Bloomberg Barclays 
index inclusion. Bloomberg LP is 
the owner of that bond index, and 
also owns Bloomberg News. Last 
month, overseas investors bou-
ght 25 billion yuan ($3.5 billion) 
of onshore Chinese bonds, accor-
ding to ChinaBond data -- even as 
the yuan posted its biggest mon-
thly decline since the 1990s.

A further $6 billion to $7.5 
billion a month in extra inflows 
from overseas could result from 

FTSE Russell adding China, Gold-
man analysts Danny Suwanapru-
ti and Menglu Cai wrote in a re-
port Tuesday.

Some $202 billion of assets tra-
ck the GBI-EM global diversified 
benchmark, according to JPMor-
gan. China inclusion will take 10 
months, with a 1% addition per 
month, it said. JPMorgan, which 
competes with Bloomberg LP in 
the provision of data, will cons-
truct indexes that exclude China 

“to provide investors with alter-
natives as required,” the bank 
said.

China has also won inclusion 
for its equities into benchmarks 
compiled by MSCI Inc. including 
the Emerging Markets Index, ano-
ther initiative to help spur capital 
inflows.

The launch of the Bond Con-
nect with Hong Kong - which lets 
investors buy domestic Chinese 
debt via that financial hub - and 
other moves have helped address 
concerns about access to China’s 
market. But challenges remain. 
Fund managers have cited diffi-
culty in purchasing off-the-run 
bonds - those that were previously 
benchmark issues, such as for 10-
year or two-year notes.

When Bloomberg Barclays de-
cided to add China to its global 
index, mutual-fund giant Van-
guard Group Inc. opted for a limi-
ted addition of Chinese domestic 
bonds to its portfolios. Goldman’s 
analysts this week said feedba-
ck from U.S. investors on China’s 
bond market has been “mixed” 
because of less familiarity and a 
still “relatively complicated access 
process.” BLOOMBERG
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Japan briefs diplomats on 
Fukushima nuclear water concerns

AUSTRALIA 

Police raid official’s 
home after media raids

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

JAPAN tried to reassure fo-
reign diplomats yesterday 
about safety at the crippled 
Fukushima nuclear plant 

amid concerns about massive 
amounts of treated but radioacti-
ve water stored in tanks.

Diplomats from 22 countries 
and regions attended a briefing at 
the Foreign Ministry, where Japa-
nese officials stressed the impor-
tance of combating rumors about 
safety at the plant, which was de-
cimated by a 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami, while pledging transpa-
rency.

The plant’s operator, Tokyo 
Electric Power Co., or TEPCO, 
said last month that it would 
run out of storage space for the 
water in 2022, prompting South 
Korea to raise safety questions 
amid tensions with Japan that 
have intensified over trade and 
history. South Korea was among 
those represented at the brie-
fing.

Water must be continuously 
pumped into the four melted 
reactors at the plant so the fuel 
inside can be kept cool, and ra-
dioactive water has leaked from 
the reactors and mixed with 
groundwater and rainwater sin-
ce the disaster.

The plant has accumulated 
more than 1 million tons of water 
in nearly 1,000 tanks. The water 
has been treated but still contains 
some radioactive elements. One, 
tritium — a relative of radiation-
-emitting hydrogen — cannot be 
separated.

Tritium is not unique to 
Fukushima’s melted reactors and 
is not harmful in low doses, and 
water containing it is routinely 
released from nuclear power 
plants around the world, inclu-
ding in South Korea, officials say.

The water has been a source of 
concern, sparking rumors about 
safety, especially as Japan tries to 
get countries to lift restrictions on 
food imports from the Fukushi-
ma area ahead of the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Import restrictions are 
still in place in 22 countries and 
regions, including South Korea 
and China.

“In order to prevent harmful 
rumors about the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi plant from being circula-
ted, we believe it is extremely im-
portant to provide scientific and 
accurate information,” Yumiko 
Hata, a Ministry of Economy, Tra-

de and Industry official in charge 
of the Fukushima accident res-
ponse, said at the briefing. “We 
appreciate your understanding 
of the situation and continuing 
support for the decommissioning 
work at the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
plant.”

Officials said there were no 
complaints from the diplomats 
about Japan’s handling of the wa-
ter.

More than eight years after the 
accident, Japan has yet to decide 
what to do with the radioactive 
water. A government-commissio-
ned panel has picked five options, 
including the controlled release of 
the water into the Pacific Ocean.

As disputes between Japan 
and neighboring South Korea es-
calated over export controls and 
colonial-era labor used by Japa-
nese companies, Seoul last mon-

th announced plans to step up 
radiation tests of Japanese food 
products, and asked about the 
contaminated water and the pos-
sibility of its release into the sea.

Experts say the tanks pose 
flooding and radiation risks and 
hamper decontamination efforts 
at the plant. Nuclear scientists, 
including members the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency and 
Japanese Nuclear Regulation Au-
thority, have recommended the 
water’s controlled release into the 
sea as the only realistic option 
scientifically and financially. Lo-
cal residents oppose this, saying 
the release would trigger rumors 
of contamination, which wou-
ld spell doom for Fukushima’s 
fishing and agriculture industries.

The panel recently added a 
sixth option of long-term stora-
ge. AP

THAILAND 

‘Yellow Shirt’ founder 
jailed for fraud 
released early

Thailand’s Corrections Department 
says a media mogul who led a 
campaign to oust Prime Minister 
Thaksin Shinawatra from office in 
2006 has been freed early from a 
20-year prison sentence for financial 
fraud. The department announced 
yesterday that Sondhi Limthongkul 
was released under the terms 
of a pardon marking King Maha 
Vajiralongkorn’s April coronation 
but a misunderstanding of his case 
delayed his freedom. Sondhi founded 
the People’s Alliance for Democracy, 
popularly known as the Yellow Shirts, 
whose demonstrations in 2006 
calling for Thaksin to leave office drew 
popular support and led to a military 
coup in September that year. Sondhi 
was sentenced in 2012 to 20 years in 
prison for filing a fraudulent financial 
report, but went to prison only in 2016 
after the Supreme Court affirmed the 
judgment.

INDIA

Explosion at 
fireworks factory 
kills at least 16

A large explosion at a fireworks 
factory in northern India yesterday 
killed at least 16 people and caused 
the building to catch fire and collapse, 
officials said. Police officer Mukhtiar 
Singh said 15 other people were 
injured in the blast in Batala, a town 
in Punjab state about 460 kilometers 
north of New Delhi. Deepak Bhatia, a 
state government administrator, said 
the cause of the explosion was being 
investigated. The building caught fire 
after the blast, he said. Television 
images showed a brick-lined building 
that had completely collapsed from 
the force of the explosion. Fireworks 
manufacturing is a big business in 
India, with firecrackers often used in 
festivals and weddings. Many illegal 
factories produce firecrackers that 
are cheaper to buy than legally made 
fireworks.

PHILIPPINES

Duterte fires prisons 
chief amid uproar on 
convicts’ release

The Philippine president has fired 
the government’s top prison official 
amid a public outcry over the 
release of hundreds of prisoners, 
including convicted rapists and drug 
traffickers, through a law rewarding 
good behavior in detention. 
President Rodrigo Duterte said in 
a news conference yesterday that 
Undersecretary Nicanor Faeldon 
of the Bureau of Corrections would 
immediately resign for disobeying his 
order to halt the release of convicted 
prisoners under the 2014 law. Duterte 
said about 1,700 prisoners have been 
freed since the law took effect and 
that some may have paid their way 
to freedom. The releases sparked an 
outcry over plans to release a former 
town mayor convicted in the killings of 
two students, including one who was 
gang raped before being shot.

ROD MCGUIRK, 
CANBERRA

POLICE yesterday exe-
cuted a search war-

rant on the home of an 
Australian intelligence 
officer in a raid that one 
media executive descri-
bed as an attempt to in-
timidate people who talk 
to journalists.

The raid on an inner-
-Canberra house owned 
by Australian Signals 
Directorate official Ca-
meron Gill came three 
months after police cau-
sed widespread outrage 

by raiding the Canberra 
home of News Corp. jour-
nalist Annika Smethurst 
and Australian Broadcas-
ting Corp.’s Sydney head-
quarters on consecutive 
days.

News Corp. Australia 
group executive for cor-
porate affairs, policy and 
government relations 
Campbell Reid drew a 
link between Wednes-
day’s raid and the June 
4 raid on Smethurst’s 
home.

Police were searching 
for the source of Sme-
thurst’s 2018 report that 

Defense Department and 
Home Affairs Depart-
ment bosses had canvas-
sed giving the Australian 
Signals Directorate new 
legal powers to spy on 
Australians.

“We have always said 
the AFP raids on journa-
lists were not intended to 
intimidate journalists but 
the people who have the 
courage to talk to journa-
lists,” Reid said in a sta-
tement, referring to the 
Australian Federal Police. 
“Today we are seeing that 
process of intimidation 
continue.”

Gill is the husband of 
Australian Ambassador to 
Iraq Joanne Loundes.

Police spent around 
seven hours at the house 
before leaving with gar-
bage bags full of material.

Canberra lawyer Kamy 
Saeedi told reporters at 
the house after police left 
that it was a “complex” 
and “sensitive” situation 
and he could not com-
ment.

News Corp. and the 
ABC have launched legal 
challenges to the war-
rants executed in June. 
Police wanted the ABC’s 
sources of classified in-
formation that formed 
the basis of 2017 reports 
that Australian troops 
had killed unarmed men 
and children in Afgha-
nistan in potential war 
crimes.

The Australian Signals 
Directorate did not im-
mediately respond to a 
request for comment on 
Wednesday.

Police said the target of 
the warrant was a “Com-
monwealth official,” but 
refused further comment.

Australian media orga-
nizations have joined to-
gether in response to the 
raids to demand legal re-
forms that would exempt 
journalists from natio-
nal security laws passed 
since 2012 that “would 
put them in jail for doing 
their jobs.”

The government res-
ponded by asking a par-
liamentary committee to 
hold an inquiry into the 
impact of Australian law 
enforcement and inte-
lligence powers on press 
freedom. AP
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Brexit breathes life back into Scottish    independence pushJOHN LEICESTER, STIRLING

W
HEN Scotland vo-
ted in 2014 against 
i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
that seemed to 

settle the issue: The hauntingly 
rugged region where Britain’s 
royal family spends its holidays 
at its vast Balmoral estate would 
remain with England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland in a United 
Kingdom governed from Lon-
don.

But less than two years later 
came the Brexit referendum, 
and while the U.K. voted to lea-
ve the European Union, Scots 
distinguished themselves as the 
biggest dissenters. Not only did 
Scotland vote overwhelmingly 
to stay in the EU, it was the only 
one of the U.K.’s four parts whe-
re not a single constituency de-
livered a “Yes” vote to leave.

Simply put: Scotland is being 
dragged largely unwillingly 
toward what many of its people 
fear will be economic suffering 
on Oct. 31, when the messy di-
vorce is scheduled to take effect, 
quite possibly without an agree-
ment to cushion expected blows 
to businesses and households.

Disgruntlement with Brexit 
and machinations in Westmins-
ter that have pushed the U.K. 
ever closer to a no-deal departu-

re is so keenly felt in Scotland’s 
glens and weather-beaten towns 
that independence is back as an 
issue. In the aftermath of Brexit, 
Scotland could again become 
a headache for whoever is in 
power in London.

Rather than be shackled to 
what they suspect could beco-
me a diminished and isolated 
U.K., advocates of Scottish in-
dependence are clamoring for 
another referendum to allow 
it to strike out on its own and 
perhaps even rejoin the EU.

Even some of those who vo-
ted against independence, be-
tting that Scotland would be 
better off in the U.K., are having 
second thoughts.

Chris Deerin, director of the 
Reform Scotland think-tank, 
was a firm “No” in 2014, descri-
bing the idea of a breakup of the 
union with Britain as “utterly bi-
zarre” and “almost unthinkable” 
in his political commentaries at 
the time.

As Brexit looms, Deerin’s tune 
is changing.

“I’m not at the stage where I’d 
say I’d vote ‘Yes’ yet, but it’s defi-
nitely not unthinkable,” he says. 
“And, anecdotally, there are lots 

of people I know who also vo-
ted ‘No’ in 2014 who, if not now 
committed to voting ‘Yes,’ are 
open to a discussion.”

He adds: “If Scotland is inde-
pendent in 2025, 2030, I think 
Brexit will pretty obviously be 
the main reason for that. [...] 
It has set Scotland against En-

gland.”
But Scots wanting a second 

shot at independence won’t au-
tomatically get one. The U.K. 
government has repeatedly ru-
led out the possibility, saying 
Scots had their say and that a 
second vote could heap further 
division on the country already 

riven by generational, regional, 
political and economic divides 
over Brexit.

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s hardball negotiating 
tactics since he took office in 
July, replacing Theresa May af-
ter she failed to get Parliament’s 
backing for her Brexit deal with 
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Brexit breathes life back into Scottish    independence push

the EU, suggest to some Scots 
that he’s especially unlikely to 
yield.

Johnson has taken steps to 
suspend Parliament for part of 
the remaining weeks before the 
Oct. 31 departure, shrinking op-

tions and time for lawmakers 
who want to stop a chaotic no-
-deal departure. Johnson’s criti-
cs have likened him to a dictator 
and his maneuverings to a coup.

“Are you a democrat or not? 
Do you respect the will of the 

Scottish people or not” said Ian 
Blackford, a lawmaker with the 
pro-EU Scottish National Party, 
addressing Johnson as the U.K. 
Parliament reconvened Tuesday 
in London.

“The Scottish people did not 
vote for Brexit. The people of 
Scotland did not vote for a no-
-deal Brexit. They did not vote 
for the Tory party and they cer-
tainly did not vote for this pri-
me minister,” Blackford added 
during the raucous debate.

Such charges resonate among 
independence supporters north 
of the seamless, open border 
with England noticeable only 
because of road signs that de-
clare “Welcome to Scotland” in 
English and “Failte gu Alba” in 
Scottish Gaelic.

Edinburgh-based actor Gil-
christ Muir says he’s always 
felt Scottish rather than British 
and has long viewed the U.K.’s 
Union Jack flag as “a symbol of 
oppression.”

For one of his more regular 
acting jobs, Muir dresses up in 
chain mail and leather as Sir 
William Wallace, recounting to 

tourists how the 13th century 
Scottish independence hero 
defeated English invaders in 
the 1297 Battle of Stirling Brid-
ge. Wallace was later executed 
in London in 1305 — hanged, 
disemboweled and beheaded 
as a traitor to England’s King 
Edward I.

Mel Gibson played Wallace 
in the 1995 movie “Braveheart.” 
Posing for tourists’ photos with 
his long sword, Muir borrows 
Gibson’s signature cry from the 
film, howling: “Freedom!”

But out of costume, chat-
ting in an Edinburgh pub over 
a beer, he’s deeply pessimistic 
about any shift in Westminster’s 
stance.

“It’s like I’m a passenger in 
a car that’s out of control, and 
the driver’s left, and you have 
no say over where the car’s 
going. That’s what it feels like 
right now. The Parliament has 
been hijacked. We have no say. 
Scotland has no voice,” he says. 
“In any other normal democra-
tic country or context, I would 
think yes, there’s a good chance 
of getting some sort of move-
ment in that direction, but in 
the current state of affairs, even 
if it was the will of the people, I 
don’t have much faith.”

But others are gearing up 
for a renewed push, cheered by 
polling that suggests Brexit, and 
especially a no-deal departure, 
may be strengthening the inde-
pendence cause. The resigna-
tion in August of Scottish Con-
servative leader Ruth Davidson, 
who cited family reasons, de-
prived the anti-independence 
camp of one of its most popular 
leaders.

Scottish flags, with a whi-
te cross on a blue background, 
hang inside and outside the 
distillery where Dale McQueen 
brews gin. Scottish leader Ni-
cola Sturgeon, who champions 
calls for a second independence 
referendum by 2021, opened his 
new factory this year in Callan-
der, with spectacular views of 
surrounding crags.

McQueen says he hopes to 
be able to plow profits from his 
fast-growing business into a se-
cond referendum campaign.

“I’m very optimistic that 
Scotland will be an indepen-
dent country,” he says. “I hope 
and pray for that. I think it 
[Brexit] has been helpful to the 
independent cause, simply be-
cause we’re having something 
imposed on the country. We di-
dn’t vote for it.” AP 
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tiME: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm; 
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Until: October 6, 2019 
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AdMission: Free  
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Motown Records founder Berry Gordy Jr. is dona-
ting $4 million toward a project to expand a museum 
housed in the Detroit building where he built his mu-
sic empire, officials announced this week.

Gordy’s gift, which coincides with the company’s 
60th anniversary, is the largest individual donation 
to the project officially announced in 2016, the Mo-
town Museum said. It has attracted contributions 
from individuals, philanthropies and automotive 
companies, including Gordy’s long-ago employer 
Ford Motor Co. Gordy has long said the auto industry 
served as the inspiration for what would become an 
assembly line of record-making.

“I’m excited about the future of Motown Museum 
and happy to support it,” Gordy said in a release. 
“Not only will the expanded museum entertain and 
tell the stories of talented and creative people who 
succeeded against all odds, but it will also inspire 
and create opportunity for people to explore their 
dreams the way I did mine. I couldn’t be prouder to 
be a part of that.”

Gordy launched Motown in 1959, moved the label 
to Los Angeles in 1972 and sold it in 1988. His late 
sister, Esther Gordy Edwards, founded the museum 
in the former “Hitsville U.S.A.” headquarters on West 
Grand Boulevard in 1985. When Edwards died in 
2011, Gordy — who has previously donated proper-
ties, artifacts and money to the museum — credi-
ted her with turning “the so-called trash left behind 
... into a phenomenal world-class monument at the 
spot where Hitsville started.”

Museum expansion plans include interactive exhi-
bits, a performance theater, recording studios, an 
expanded retail area and meeting spaces. Museum 
officials say they are not releasing fundraising totals.

Motown’s roster of artists from the Detroit era in-
cluded The Supremes, the Miracles, Martha and the 
Vandellas, Marvin Gaye, Stevie Wonder, the Jackson 
5, the Four Tops and Temptations.

Motown founder Berry Gordy 
donates $4M to MuseuM expansion

Mother Teresa, the Nobel Peace Prize winner who 
devoted her life to helping the sick and the poor, 
has died at the age of 87.

She died of a heart attack at the headquarters of 
the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta shortly be-
fore 1700 BST.

The nun from Skopje, Macedonia, had been ba-
ttling ill health for some years, and in March ste-
pped down as head of the order of nuns she fou-
nded.

She was revered by many around the world as a 
living saint for her work with the dispossessed.

The Pope often praised her work and a Vatican 
spokesman told reporters he was “deeply hurt” by 
the news of her death.

“The Pope believes she is a woman who has left 
her mark on the history of this century,” he said.

The head of the Catholic church in England and 
Wales, Cardinal Hume, said she was an “enormou-
sly significant figure - everyone knows who Mother 
Teresa is”.

Born Agnes Bojaxhiu in Skopje, then part of the 
Ottoman Empire later Macedonia, she took the 
name Sister Teresa in Ireland, where she began her 
training as a nun with the Loreto Sisters.

She founded her order in 1948 and went out to 
work in the slums of Calcutta.

She was sometimes accused by Hindus in her 
adopted country of trying to convert the poor to 
Catholicism by “stealth” and criticised by liberals 
who disliked her conservative stance on abortion 
and contraception.

But her biographer and friend Navin Chana said 
she would be remembered as someone who “gave 
the word compassion a new dimension”.

Courtesy BBC News

1997 Mother teresa dies 

In context

cineteatro
05 - 11 Sep

ANNA
rooM1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Luc Besson
Starring: Sasha Luss, Helen Mirren, Luke Evans
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

CRAWL
rooM2
2:30, 7:30pm
Director: Alexandre Aja
Starring: Kaya Scodelario, Barry Pepper, Morfydd Clark
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 87min

ANGEL HAS FALLEN
rooM2
2:30, 9:30pm
Director: Ric Roman Waugh
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Frederick Schmidt, Danny Huston
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 121min

EXIT
rooM 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Sang Geun Lee
Starring:  Jung-suk Jo, Yoona, Du-shim Ko
Language: Korean (English & Chinese)
Duration: 107min

ONE PIECE STAMPEDE
rooM1
7:30pm
Director: Takashi Otsuka
Starring: Chô, Hiroaki Hirata, Katsuhisa Hôki
Language: Japanese (Chinese)

Offbeat

Tens of thousands of people lined the route of Mother 
Teresa’s funeral procession in Calcutta a week later.
Her successor as head of the Missionaries of Charity 
was Sister Nirmala.
In 1997 the order which Mother Teresa had run for 
almost half a century was 4,000-strong and established 
in 130 countries.
It cared for 7,000 children and treated about four mil-
lion sick people each year.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU
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omACROSS: 1- Lots; 6- Lined up; 10- Director Vittorio De ___; 14- Slow movement; 

15- Franklin D.’s mother; 16- Stick in one’s ___; 17- Druggist; 19- Got up; 20- 
Warmed the bench; 21- Goad; 22- Chooses; 24- Castle protector; 25- All hands 
on deck; 26- Endow with a spirit; 29- Heaven; 33- Crews; 34- Word repeated in 
a Doris Day song; 35- Loud laugh; 36- Venom; 37- Marriott rival; 38- Division 
word; 39- Pack ___ (quit); 40- Tolkien baddies; 41- Like Wrigley Field’s walls; 
42- Resume; 44- Army command; 45- Sitting on; 46- Scorch; 47- Consisting of 
flowers; 50- Chemical suffix; 51- To the rear, on a boat; 54- Actress Anderson; 55- 
Incontestable; 58- Wicked; 59- Theater section; 60- Skip ___; 61- Contradict; 
62- Computer operator; 63- Gentle push;
 
DOWN: 1- Heidi’s home; 2- That’s a laugh!; 3- Part of Q.E.D.; 4- Cabinet dept.; 
5- High-flown; 6- Broad scarf; 7- Surprise attack; 8- Surgery sites, briefly; 
9- Aquatic rodent; 10- Hand tool; 11- 
Camaro model; 12- Dramatic troupe; 
13- Takes one’s breath away; 18- Asian 
sea; 23- Open field; 24- Briefly; 25- 
Wagons; 26- Work ___; 27- Cool!; 28- 
Glossy fabric; 29- Freedom from war; 30- 
Ancient Greek colony; 31- Overindulges; 
32- Destroy by degrees; 34- Thick sweet 
liquid; 37- Capital of Hawaii; 41- Some 
sausage; 43- Call ___ day; 44- Long 
time; 46- Curl the lip; 47- Ran away; 48- 
Deep affection; 49- Getting ___ years; 
50- Beat by a nose; 51- Asleep; 52- 
National symbol; 53- Head of France; 56- 
Discouraging words; 57- ___ Dhabi;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Whether you believe that you can 
fall in love only once, or think that a 
person can have many great loves in 
his or her life, you will see something 
that gives you a completely different 
view of  romance today.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Any power struggles aren’t going 
to be all that challenging for you, 
because you know, deep down 
inside, that you have the all the 
answers (at the very least, you 
should act as though you do).

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
This day will start off slowly but 
will gain momentum - so much 
momentum that by the end of  the 
day you’ll marvel at everything 
that has happened. Time is funny 
like that...

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today someone’s honest reaction 
may disappoint you, but you will 
have to accept the fact that you 
can’t love everything about the 
people you love. Accept the whole 
person.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Staying informed about current 
events and the latest fashions is 
important, but today you should 
follow your urge to turn off the news, 
put down the glossy magazine, and 
explore your local environment.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Keeping up with today’s challenges 
will be effortless for you - you’re in an 
extremely flexible phase right now, 
and the universe is moving in such a 
way that all the pieces are falling into 
place right where you need them.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
As long as you don’t sign any legal 
documents or commit any money 
toward something that isn’t 
certain yet, there’s nothing wrong 
with being hopeful. Just don’t lose 
sight of  reality.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This is not a time to be afraid - 
this is a time to step up and get 
things done. You are stronger 
than you realize, and you’ll get 
a chance to prove it to yourself  
now.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
That itchy feeling you’ve been 
having from time to time lately 
is good old wanderlust. You need 
to travel out of  your familiar 
territory and experience a new 
culture. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Not every day can be a breeze, and 
going through a rough patch will 
make you all the more appreciative 
when you encounter smooth sailing 
again—and this will happen much 
sooner than you think.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  you cut just one thing out of  
your diet that you know is bad 
for you, you’ll notice a marked 
improvement in a matter of  
weeks. Your energy level is 
unpredictable right now.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Today, use any unexpected 
downtime to double-check the 
work you’ve done so far. Don’t 
be afraid to admit that it may 
be time for you to change your 
course or direction.

  Aquarius Pisces
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The British Business Association of Macao (BBAM) 
held its Annual Ball early this Summer.
Guests entered into the spirit of the occasion, em-
bracing the theme of Policing Crime to celebrate 50 

years of Monty Python’s Flying Circus with a Secret Police-
man’s Ball. Guests were treated to a full performance by 
Space Oddity arguably the world’s best David Bowie tribute 
band, direct from LA.
BBAM guarantees a minimum of 50% of profits to its CSR 
projects.
This year they kicked off by supporting one local Macau 
student to join a summer internship at Oxford University - a 
life-changing gift.

Leo Ku (left) and Joey Yung Twins

BBAM’s ball with the Monty

Anna Preece & Oyuna Altizer

James Law - British Consulate General

DSL Lawyers & guests 

Old Taipa Tavern profile Peaky Blinders Saj Fernando (right) & guests The Chaine Gang

ICBC’s guests Timothy & Rachel FeatherAudrey Stow, Kathy Kan, Eddie & Jessica Lam

Michael Gu, Pamela Yuen, Christian Dolenc, 
Sylvia Bachmann, Melina Leong, Maggie ChanCarlos Alvares and BNU guests

Frances Moffat Kouadio (front right) hosts guests 
of Britain’s Department of International Trade

Filipe Senna Fernandes (tear left) polices MGM’s representatives

Peta Hougton & Matt Humphreys host Aristocrat’s guests

OCBC - the Ball’s first across the line sponsors

Ocean Gardens’ guests Kat & Dirk Scott

SG Gaming
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TIM REYNOLDS, SHANGHAI

T
HE United States does 
not have the best team at 
this World Cup.

This is not a new 
thing.

It’s just more evident now. The 
Americans’ edge in recent tourna-
ments has been that they always 
had the best players on the court. 
That’s not the case in this World 
Cup. The best player in the tour-
nament is NBA MVP Giannis An-
tetokounmpo, who plays for Gree-
ce, a team that is likely waiting for 
the U.S. this weekend. All-NBA 
first-teamer Nikola Jokic plays 
for Serbia. The two-time reigning 
defensive player of the year, Rudy 
Gobert, plays for France.

That puts even more emphasis 
on teamwork.

From the early days of this 
team’s training camp in Las Vegas 
last month, coach Gregg Popovich 
hasn’t been showing highlights of 
how exceptional talent on recent 
U.S. teams — the likes of Kobe 
Bryant, LeBron James and Kevin 
Durant and Carmelo Anthony and 
Dwyane Wade — could put on the 
sort of dazzling shows typically re-
served for All-Star games. Instead, 
he’s been showing the games that 
the U.S. had to grind out, as if he 
knew daunting tests were coming.

But even those glitzy U.S. 
teams, gold medalists from the 
last two World Cups and last three 

Olympics, weren’t great “teams.”
They just had the best talent in 

the world, got along, and made it 
work.

Teams — in an ideal scena-
rio — are put together over time, 
forged through bonds that so-
metimes take years. Serbia has 
six players here who were on its 
Olympic team three years ago and 

six returnees from the last World 
Cup team in 2014. Spain has five 
players back from the Olympics. 
Turkey’s roster still has holdovers 
from the group that went to the 
World Cup final nine years ago.

“Execution-wise, we’re not the-
re yet,” Popovich said.

That’s reality, though it’s cer-
tainly not an excuse for nearly 

losing to Turkey on Tuesday ni-
ght. Ersan Ilyasova, Cedi Osman 
and Furkan Korkmaz — players 
with a combined zero NBA All-
-Star appearances, players with a 
combined NBA scoring average of 
10 points per game — were pretty 
much doing whatever they wan-
ted, but Turkey let the U.S. off the 
hook in a 93-92 overtime final.

Put simply, Turkey choked.
And that’s what it took for the 

U.S., the world’s No. 1-ranked 
program, the three-time defen-
ding Olympic champions and 
two-time defending World Cup 
champions, to win a game over 
a squad that isn’t even ranked 
among the top 10 in Europe.

“Every game we learn some-
thing new about our group and 
what we have to do and how we 
have to play,” Popovich said. “We 
already know how good the other 
teams are, so our respect is there 
for that, and that goes without 
saying. But, we still have to use 
every game kind of like a practice 
in a sense to try to get better in so 
many ways.”

And while the U.S. is anything 
but a lock — as everyone can now 
plainly see — there’s still time to 
get it right. But it is going to take 
a Herculean effort for this team to 
win gold in China.

Maybe, just maybe, Turkey 
provided the lesson or spark that 
the Americans needed.

Yes, the best U.S. talent is back 
home but the Americans still have 
the most talented roster at the 
World Cup from top to bottom. 
There’s no other team in China 
with 12 NBA players on the roster, 
not even close.

But they’re going to execute — 
as a team — every second of every 
game. This team has very little, if 
any, margin for error. AP

BASKETBALL | ANALYSIS

The US isn’t the best team 
at this World Cup - yet
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YouTube to pay $170M fine after 
violating kids’ privacy law

Google’s video site YouTube has been fined $170 million to 
settle allegations it collected children’s personal data without 
their parents’ consent.

The Federal Trade Commission fined Google $136 million. 
The company will pay an additional $34 million to New York 
state to resolve similar allegations.

The fine is the largest the agency has leveled against Google, 
although it is tiny compared with the $5 billion fine the FTC 
imposed against Facebook this year for privacy violations.

The FTC has been investigating YouTube for the way it han-

dles the data of kids under 13. Young children are protected 
by a federal law that requires parental consent before com-
panies can collect and share their personal information.

YouTube has said its service is intended for ages 13 and ol-
der, although younger kids commonly watch videos on the 
site and many popular YouTube channels feature cartoons or 
sing-a-longs made for children.

YouTube has its own app for children, called YouTube Kids. 
The company also launched a website version of the service 
in August. 

OPINION
World Views
Lionel Laurent, Bloomberg

Iran said it was unlikely 
to reach a much-
anticipated agreement 
with Europe in time to 
avert another Iranian 
retreat from the limping 
nuclear deal, but gave 
European powers two 
more months to try to 
keep the accord alive.

Spain Police have found 
a woman’s body in a 
mountainous area near 
Madrid where officers 
have been searching for 
former alpine ski racer 
and Olympic medalist 
Blanca Fernández 
Ochoa.

Russia-Turkey The 
two countries are 
discussing sales of 
Su-35 fighter jets 
and possible supplies 
of the latest Russian 
stealth warplane, as 
Moscow seeks to exploit 
divisions between 
Turkish leader Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and the 
U.S.

UK Britain’s Parliament 
will attempt to defy 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s Brexit plans 
yesterday as lawmakers 
seek a way out of 
the impasse that has 
gripped the nation since 
the 2016 vote to leave 
the European Union.

UK A British court 
has ruled that a 
police force’s trial 
of automated facial 
recognition technology 
is lawful, dealing a blow 
to an activist concerned 
about its implications 
for privacy.
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Time to unlock the Brexit 
relief fund

If the U.K. parliament can’t clean up the Brexit 
mess, it might be time for Europe to start spending 
instead. The economic impact of a worst-case no-
-deal Brexit on the rest of the European Union is 
estimated to amount to $250 billion by 2030, accor-
ding to the International Monetary Fund.

Back in 2017, Ireland suggested that was a good 
reason to deploy one of the bloc’s financial life-
lines. Known as the “Globalization Adjustment 
Fund,” it was intended to support the re-training 
and re-employment of people who had lost their 
jobs due to global phenomena like cheap competi-
tion abroad, or financial crises. It might now need to 
do the reverse: Help victims of de-globalization and 
rising barriers to trade.

It looks like the Irish will get their wish. Repor-
ts say the EU’s “no-deal” help package to be annou-
nced today [Macau time] will include the fund after 
a broader push from member states and the Euro-
pean Parliament to add “Brexit” to the list of crises 
that justify using the money. The fund only has an 
annual budget of 150 million euros ($165 million). 
But this small pot of cash may be combined with 
another financial lifeline, the Solidarity Fund, which 
is supposed to help countries hit by natural disas-
ters like earthquakes that cost around 0.6% of gross 
national income. It has paid out about 5 billion eu-
ros since 2002.

To be clear, the numbers involved here are unlikely 
to get anywhere close to pulling Europe out of an 
economic hole. Ireland faces an estimated hit of 3.4 
billion euros to its economy from a hard Brexit, ac-
cording to the Bertelsmann Stiftung think tank. For 
nearby France, it’s 7.7 billion.

Still, treating Brexit like a literal disaster has other 
advantages. Brussels is often accused by critics of 
being too distant and deaf to the concerns of ordi-
nary people. More spending and less bureaucratic 
hoop-jumping - the tortuous box-checking asso-
ciated with these funds is a problem - would be a 
welcome change from haggling over deficit limits. 
Member states might also be prodded into action 
in a slowing economy: The British-Irish Chamber 
of Commerce wants Ireland to use its corporate-tax 
coffers to finance a 1 billion-euro Brexit Respon-
se Fund.

Ideally this would just be the start for incoming 
European Commission boss Ursula von der Leyen, 
who wants to harness the European Investment 
Bank to unlock $1.1 trillion of green investment, 
and new European Central Bank head Christine La-
garde, who has called for reform of the EU’s budget 
rules. More spending is vital, given the prospect not 
just of Brexit but an escalating global trade war. The 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD) reckons euro-zone economic 
growth could get a lift of 1% from a three-year fiscal 
stimulus if big countries like Germany upped their 
spending by 0.5% of GDP, alongside other reforms.

Brexit might not be the starting-gun for a coordi-
nated plan - it hasn’t happened yet, for one thing, 
and its impact is weighted towards specific indus-
tries and countries - but even a muddled approach 
would be progress. It took burning cars on the stree-
ts of Paris last year to push Emmanuel Macron into 
digging out 10 billion euros of French budget gi-
veaways. Germany is torn between its commitmen-
ts to a balanced budget and the chance to stave off 
recession through spending. Italy’s debt burden and 
fractious politics are limiting its room for maneuver.

The U.K. is accelerating its own spending plans 
with an extra 2 billion pounds due to be announced. 
For all the negative aspects and costs of tearing up 
the terms of trade between Britain and its top tra-
ding partner, Europe should do likewise and prepa-
re its own relief funds. Spending, and solidarity, are 
opportunities to seize from this crisis.

Island of 50,000 people 
in the Bahamas is 
70% under water
MATTHEW BRISTOW & 
EZRA FIESER

AN island in the Baha-
mas that’s home to 

50,000 people is 70% un-
der water after Hurricane 
Dorian battered it with 
record force for two days, 
according to the govern-
ment.

There are 
“still many 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
rescue mis-
sions,” on 
the island of 
Grand Baha-
ma, Finan-
ce Minister 
and Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Kevin Peter Tur-
nquest said, in reply to 
written questions. “It’s 
not looking good as 
we expect catastrophic 
damage.”

Seaports and airpor-
ts in Grand Bahama and 
the nearby Abaco Islands 
are flooded or damaged, 
complicating the task of 
rescuing people cut off by 
flood waters.

The National Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
sent out an “urgent plea” 

for owners of equipment 
such as flatbeds, jet skis, 
small boats, trucks and 
buses to assemble at a 
shopping mall on Grand 
Bahama to help with the 
rescue operation.

The U.S. Coast Guard 
and British Royal Navy 

sent ships to assist.
The storm is now tra-

veling northwest away 
from the archipelago at 
nearly 5 miles per hour, 
the U.S. National Hurri-
cane Center said at 2 p.m. 
New York time.

It could potentially hit 
the East Coast of the U.S.

At least five people 
died in the storm, but 
National Security Minis-
ter Marvin Dames said 
this figure is likely to rise, 
and will include some 
children, according to 

a report in the Nassau 
Guardian, a local news-
paper.

Humanitarian aid or-
ganizations estimate 
13,000 homes have been 
damaged or destroyed in 
the Bahamas, according 
to a report by the UN 

Office for the 
Coordination of 
Humanitar ian 
Affairs.

Grand Baha-
ma and the 
Abaco Islands 
between them 
have about 
2,250 of the 
17,500 hotel 

rooms in the Bahamas, 
Resort Capital Partners, 
a real estate investment 
advisory firm that covers 
the region, said in reply 
to emailed questions.

The severity of the 
storm impact on Grand 
Bahama and Abaco over 
the last two days may be 
the greatest ever expe-
rienced by any populated 
area in the Atlantic basin, 
according to Ryan Tru-
chelut, president of Wea-
ther Tiger in Tallahassee, 
Florida. BLOOMBERG

Seaports and airports 
in Grand Bahama and 

the nearby Abaco 
Islands are flooded or 

damaged 


