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China urged Canada to 
“reflect on its mistakes” 
and immediately release 
a detained Huawei 
executive in comments 
yesterday on the 
appointment of a new 
Canadian ambassador to 
the country.

Philippines An American 
woman who attempted 
to carry a 6-day-old baby 
out of the Philippines 
hidden inside a sling 
bag has been arrested 
at Manila’s airport and 
charged with human 
trafficking, officials said 
yesterday. 

South Korea Olympic 
officials have called on 
Japan to ban its “rising 
sun” flag at the 2020 
Tokyo Games after 
claiming it represents a 
“militaristic and imperial 
past.”

India Officials say they 
have restored all landline 
phone service in Indian-
administered Kashmir 
after suspending most 
communications, 
including mobile internet, 
on Aug. 5 when India’s 
Hindu nationalist-led 
government revoked the 
Muslim-majority region’s 
special constitutional 
status and imposed a 
strict security lockdown.

Afghanistan A Taliban 
suicide car bombing in 
Kabul on yesterday killed 
a U.S. service member, a 
Romanian soldier and at 
least 10 Afghan civilians 
in a busy diplomatic area 
that includes the U.S. 
Embassy — the second 
such attack this week 
underscoring Afghan 
government warnings 
that a preliminary U.S.-
Taliban deal on ending 
America’s longest war 
was moving dangerously 
quickly.

MUST lab targets world-class ranking
 P2-3
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Science says age is 
only a number, not a 
proxy for physical and 
mental fitness. But 
with three Democrats 
in their 70s vying to 
challenge the oldest 
first-term president 
in American history, 
age’s importance will 
be tested as never 
before
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MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Lunar and Planetary Sciences SKL targets   world-class ranking in 5 years
JULIE ZHU

THE director of the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Techno-

logy’s (MUST) State Key Labora-
tory of Lunar and Planetary Scien-
ces says that the research lab is on 
its way to becoming a top-ranking 
institute in Asia within the next 
three years, and worldwide within 
the next five years.

In conversation with the Times, 
lab director Professor Zhang Keke 
revealed the institution’s three-
-year and five-year ambitions ear-
lier this week.

“In three years, we hope to rank 
among the top in the entire Asian 
continent and become a lab that 
everybody knows,” said Zhang. 
“In five years, we want to become 
a worldwide well-known State Key 
Lab so that people from all coun-
tries may learn about our achieve-
ments in the field.”

MUST’s Lunar and Planetary 
Sciences Laboratory is one of Ma-
cau’s four State Key Laboratories 
(SKLs), specialized institutions 
that receive funding and adminis-
trative support from the central 
government. MUST also jointly 
operates the State Key Laboratory 
for Quality Research in Chinese 
Medicine in partnership with the 
University of Macau.

MUST’s two SKLs have achie-
ved global recognition and made 
major academic achievements 
since their establishment, accor-
ding to the MUST State Key La-
boratory director. According to 
Zhang, they are ready to step into 
a new level of world-class resear-
ch, making progress in the fields of 
Chinese medicine, and lunar and 
planetary sciences. 

Established on October 8, 2018, 
the MUST Laboratory of Lunar 
and Planetary Sciences is the first 
SKL in the field of astronomy and 
planetary sciences. 

The establishment of the SKL 
marks an important step in de-
veloping deep-space exploration, 
improving the level of science and 
technology in Macau, and promo-
ting scientific and technological 
innovation within the Guangdon-
g-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay 
Area. 

There are currently around 
100 researchers and postgraduate 
students at the lab, in addition to 
40 researchers, including fellows 
of the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences, and other prestigious 
international engineering and as-
tronautics academies. 

The major objectives of the SKL 
are to develop a research center 
for planetary sciences with inter-
national influence, build an in-
ternational academic exchange 
and cooperation center with high 
standards, and participate in ma-
jor Chinese deep space explora-
tion projects.

These state-level research sub-
jects mainly involve planetary 
physics, geology, chemistry and 
biology. 

Along with China’s strategy for 
deep space exploration, the SKL 
has been carrying out research 
and is achieving significant results 
already. 

Recently, the lab made a sig-
nificant breakthrough regarding 
the accretion history of the Moon, 
offering new perspectives on the 
story of our solar system and the 
discriminated early accretion of 
the Earth and the Moon. 

Aside from fulfilling its scien-
tific research mission, the lab is 
also tasked with acting as a plat-
form between China and Western 

countries.  
“Macau connects China with 

Europe and America in regards 
to scientific communication and 
science cooperation, in such a way 
that events in China’s astronomic 
development can be organized 
smoothly,” said Zhang. “This is a 
mission the country has given to 
us.”

Speaking about the Macau go-
vernment and the state’s support, 
Zhang said, “We are very lucky to 
be in Macau because we get enou-
gh support from the Macau gover-
nment and also from the state due 
to the One Country Two Systems 
policy.” 

Currently, the SKL has seen its 
financial support increase as well 
as its global influence. 

As an international research 
lab, just 10% of the lab’s resear-
chers are Macau, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan residents. The professor is 
confident that the lab can attract 
talented human resources from 
the city and around the world. 
“Regarding talented human re-

sources, I don’t think there is any 
big issue. We are very positive,” 
said Zhang. 

Meanwhile, to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of the Macau 
handover, the SKL has prepared 
a myriad of public presentations 
about its research achievements. 

The other SKL operated by the 
MUST is the State Key Laboratory 
of Quality Research in Chinese 
Medicine. This lab was approved 
by China’s Ministry of Science and 
Technology and formally estab-
lished in January 2011. It is so far 
the only SKL working specifically 
in the field of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine (TCM) across the coun-
try.

The establishment of this SKL 
was an important measure of the 
central government, as part of 
its commitment to promote the 
internationalization and deve-
lopment of TCM, promoting the 
growth of a diversified economy, 
and raising the level of science and 
technology in Macau as well.

Currently, there are more than 

300 researchers and postgraduate 
students in the laboratory, 51 of 
whom hold positions as assistant 
professors or above, including No-
bel laureates. 

This SKL pays special attention 
to integrating and merging the 
most cutting-edge technology in 
multidisciplinary areas, focusing 
on two research directions. 

With the support of the state 
and the Macau SAR government, 
it is equipped with advanced, hi-
gh-end laboratory instruments 
and processing systems. 

As of today, the lab has been 
granted a total of 169 patents, in-
cluding 36 U.S. patents, 119 Aus-
tralian innovation patents and 14 
Chinese patents. 

Since its establishment in 2011, 
the laboratory has already made 
some important scientific disco-
veries in the abovementioned key 
areas, including discovering se-
veral TCM ingredients with novel 
structures and significant treat-
ment efficacy, and discovering 
new activities and mechanisms of 
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Ho Iat Seng’s 
appointment 
to be confirmed 
next week

The Chief Executive-elect, Ho 
Iat Seng, is scheduled to visit 
Beijing from September 10 to 
12 to receive the Order of the 
State Council, confirming his 
official appointment as the 
fifth-term Chief Executive of 
the SAR. Ho, the sole candidate 
in the recent CE election, 
gathered 392 votes from 
the 400-member Election 
Committee on August 25. 
Administrative reform is one 
of Ho’s top priorities, with 
Ho stressing that the SAR 
government has scope to 
improve its administrative 
efficiency to foster economic 
development. Prior to the 
election on August 25, Ho 
visited different associations 
and institutions for two weeks 
as part of his outreach program.

Song for 20th 
anniversary 
of handover 
launched  

The Macau Music Industry 
Association has launched 
a theme song for the 20th 
anniversary of the Macau 
handover. The song is about 
“connecting as one family.” The 
song, which is sung in Mandarin, 
also has a music video available 
online. In the video, well-known 
people from Macau, such as 
lawyer Neto Valente, take part 
in the singing. The song tells 
a story of the lotus flower and 
depicts it undergoing difficult 
experiences. “Connecting as 
one family; born on the same 
soil; beliefs are the same; build 
beauty and prosperity,” are part 
of the song’s lyrics.

Nine-fold increase 
recorded in mobile 
payments 

The number of transactions 
made with mobile devices 
increased nine-fold in the first 
half of this year compared to the 
same period of 2018, according 
to the Central District Advisory 
Committee. The statistics 
were revealed by the Monetary 
Authority of Macao and the 
Macao Economic Services. 
Pushed by this growth, a total of 
3.13 million transactions were 
made through mobile devices 
as of June. The number of 
mobile payment transactions 
in the second quarter of this 
year alone exceeded the total of 
2018. Currently, there are more 
than 30,000 computer terminals 
in Macau that can handle mobile 
payments. The committee 
proposed that the government 
establish a specific mobile 
payment system for tourists 
and provide English settings to 
help tourists and foreigners who 
live in Macau.

MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Lunar and Planetary Sciences SKL targets   world-class ranking in 5 years

MUST partners with Harvard Medical School to 
provide students with online education courses
THE Macau Univer-

sity of Science and 
Technology (MUST) has 
partnered with Harvard 
Medical School to provide 
students with online me-
dical courses for the next 
three years. 

Harvard Medical 
School will provide the lo-
cal institution with HMX 
courses, which bring fun-
damental medical con-
cepts to life with real-wor-
ld applications. The cou-
rses were created by an 
interdisciplinary team of 

Harvard Medical School 
educators and professio-
nals.

“We are delighted that 
MUST has established an 
agreement with Harvard 
to provide all our HMX 
fundamental courses to 
all medical students for 
the next three years,” said 
Dr. David Roberts, dean 
for External Education at 
Harvard Medical School, 
in a video clip. 

The HMX fundamen-
tals series covers founda-
tional topics in medici-

ne, including physiology, 
genetics, biochemistry, 
pharmacology and im-
munology.

“There is growing need 
to prepare medical stu-
dents to face so many lo-
cal, regional and global 
healthcare challenges. 
To do so, medical school 
programs should offer the 
best medical opportuni-
ties for students to build a 
solid foundation in all cli-
nical and basic sciences,” 
said Dr. Roberts. 

The local government 

had approved a Bachelor 
of Medicine and Bache-
lor of Surgery course at 
MUST earlier this year, 
which course planners 
say will predominantly 
enroll locals. The course 
was designed according 
to the framework of the 
modern education model 
in Hong Kong, Britain and 
the United States. 

Dr. Billy Chan, director 
of MUST’s Center of Ex-
cellence for Medical Pro-
fessional Development, 
had previously said that 

MUST has the interna-
tional recognition of over 
20 universities willing to 
assist.

The program aims to 
enroll between 35 and 50 
students at its inception, 
noting that they would 
not focus on the recruit-
ment of overseas students 
initially.

The languages of ins-
truction are English and 
Chinese, and the course 
duration is six years, in-
cluding one year of inter-
nship. LV

various Chinese herbal ingredien-
ts. 

The laboratory has also recei-
ved multiple academic awards 
both inside and outside of China. 

In recent years, the SKL has 
been actively conducting exchan-
ges and cooperation events, and 
has established joint laboratories 
or research centers with 17 well- 
known teaching and research ins-
titutions. 

Aside from research, the lab has 
also co-established a pharmaceu-
tical company with the Hong Kong 
University of Science and Techno-
logy and a number of mainland 
companies. 

Professor Jiang Zhi-Hong, de-
puty director of the lab, told the Ti-
mes that in 2017, the lab passed its 
inspection of its initial three-year 
phase. Another three-year inspec-
tion is around the corner. If it pas-

ses, the lab will make additional 
development plans.

According to information Jiang 
disclosed to the Times, “the lab ho-
pes to establish a National Chinese 
Medicine/Biomedical Technology 
Innovation Center in order to push 
forward the modernization, indus-
trialization, and globalization of 
Chinese medicines.”

The lab also hopes it can proac-
tively participate in the develop-

ment of the Greater Bay Area Na-
tional Science Center. Additionally, 
in view of the difficulty of gathering 
experimental samples for Greater 
Bay Area science and technology, 
industry and research coopera-
tion, the lab hopes that the SAR go-
vernment will make new policies 
on specific measures to facilitate 
the improved movement and ex-
change of clinical and biological 
samples in the Greater Bay Area.

Professor Zhang Keke

Professor Jiang Zhi-Hong
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TJB accepts Hao’s 
request to increase 
compensation 
from LVS
RENATO MARQUES

THE Court of First Instance (TJB) has ruled in favor of 
the former business partner of the Las Vegas Sands 

Corporation, Marshall Hao’s Asian American Entertain-
ment Corporation (AAEC), in a request to have the com-
pensation amount raised.

Hao called for an increase in the amount claimed 
against the Venetian Macau Ltd. and three U.S.-based sub-
sidiaries of Las Vegas Sands, including LVS (Nevada) Inter-
national Holdings Inc., Las Vegas Sands LLC and Venetian 
Casino Resort LLC. The case is currently being examined in 
the Macau courts.

According to documents reviewed by the Times, the ju-
dge decided on Wednesday that the increases in compen-
sation requested by Hao through AAEC is “acceptable” in 
light of the arguments presented by AAEC, disregarding 
LVS’s opposition to them.

Hao has provided the court with “proof of the profits ob-
tained by the defendant” between 2004 and 2018, which 
results in a total of MOP96.5 billion (around $12 billion) in 
compensation related to the granting of the gaming con-
cession in Macau.

The AAEC had requested changing the original amount 
claimed (around MOP3 billion) to the almost MOP100 
billion in July this year, as well as to reserve the right to 
claim for further lost profits up to mid-2022 when the con-
cession is due to expire.

The lawyer representing AAEC in the case, Jorge Me-
nezes, said to the Times that, “I can only confirm that the 
court decided in favor of our request to increase the claim 
to the amount you have cited.” He declined to comment 
any further on the content of the case.

This acknowledgment means that the compensation 
amount has now been updated and that the trial, schedu-
led to start this Wednesday, will be conducted under these 
conditions.

PHILIPPINES
Duterte defends online gambling 
against China pressure

ELDORADO Resorts In-
c.’s most senior executi-

ves, including Chief Execu-
tive Officer Tom Reeg, were 
subpoenaed by the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission over their tra-
ding in the shares of another 
company.

Chairman Gary Carano, 
President Anthony Carano 
and board member James 
Hawkins also received sub-
poenas. The investigation 

could impact their board po-
sitions when Eldorado com-
pletes its $8.7 billion merger 
with Caesars Entertainment 
Corp., the company said in a 
regulatory filing Tuesday.

The investigation in-
volves their trading in the 
shares of a company whe-
re Hawkins had served as 
a board member. The New 
York Post reported Wednes-
day that the company was 
medical-device maker IRa-

dimed Corp. 
Eldorado is in the process 

of acquiring Caesars in one 
of the largest casino-indus-
try mergers in years.

Last week, Caesars En-
tertainment Corp. said it 
wouldn’t pursue a license 
for a casino in Japan and will 
focus instead on its current 
business plan, including the 
Eldorado Resorts merger. 

Caesars management 
made the decision out of 

sensitivity to the Japanese 
government and business 
partners, who must make 
decisions this year to advan-
ce the casino process, Chief 
Executive Officer Tony Ro-
dio said in a statement.

The largest owner of ca-
sinos in the U.S., Caesars 
also missed an opportunity 
to get a license in Macau in 
the years following the ter-
ritory’s 1999 handover. DB/
BLOOMBERG

The Macau Palace replica seen in Cotai The Macau Palace original seen in the Inner Harbor

Palace Casino replica almost finished
CONSTRUCTION of the repli-

ca of the famous floating ca-
sino, the Macau Palace, appears 
to be nearing completion, as the 
Times observed from the outside 
of the Lisboeta Resort site that 
will house the building.

The Lisboeta is a project led by 
Macau Resort and Entertainment 
Limited, controlled by Arnaldo 
Ho, son of casino tycoon Stanley 
Ho and SJM executive director 
Angela Leong.

In a press conference dedica-
ted to the announcement of the 
news which was held on October 
18 last year, Ho said that this gem 
would include a replica of the fa-
mous floating casino to “pay ho-
mage to [his] dad.”

He explained that his dad had 
left a large legacy in Macau but 
was not very well remembered. 
For this reason, he decided to 
make the replica ship, along with 
other buildings that resemble his 
father’s work, at the soon-to-be 
finished integrated resort.

Despite revealing the replica, 
Ho did not point out the use of 
the structure. The “new” Palace 

is inaccessible but can be viewed 
from the outside, where a sign 
that reads “Palace Seafood Ves-
sel” exists. It is speculated that 
the structure will house restau-
rants or facilities alike when it 
opens.

The sign “Casino Macau Pala-

ce” is also seen. It is unclear whe-
ther this was done for the purpo-
se of authenticity or to indicate 
that there is an actual casino in-
side. Moreover, the structure may 
not be an actual ship.

Meanwhile, on previous occa-
sions, both Ho and SJM CEO Am-

brose So have hinted about their 
openness to casino operations at 
the Lisboeta, although no further 
confirmation of this has been re-
ceived so far.

The Lisboeta is set to open 
next year. It will include, among 
other facilities, a hotel building 

with 820 rooms under three dif-
ferent brands. The building will 
resemble the suspended Hotel 
Estoril next to Tap Seac Square. 

The original floating casino is 
docked in the Inner Harbor and 
has been non-operational for 
years. AL

ANDREO CALONZO

PHILIPPINE property 
shares got a boost after 

President Rodrigo Duter-
te said his country benefits 
from online casinos, stan-
ding pat on the industry 
despite China’s call for a total 
ban.

“I decide that we need 
it. Many jobs will be lost. 
Anyway, it’s government-
-controlled,” Duterte said in 
a televised briefing late We-
dnesday, when asked what 
he told Chinese President 
Xi Jinping about Philippine 

online gaming operators, or 
Pogos.

The rally in property 
companies was led by Fi-
linvest Land Inc. and Me-
gaworld Corp., among the 
country’s top landlords, 
which each gained as much 
as 5.6% in early trading in 
Manila on Thursday. Other 
builders exposed to online 
casinos also climbed, with 
D.M. Wenceslao & Associa-
tes and DoubleDragon Pro-
perties Corp. gaining more 
than 3% each.

Investors have dumped 
Philippine property stocks 

amid concern Duterte will 
clamp down on the offshore 
gaming industry, which is 
overtaking business process 
outsourcing companies as 
Manila’s top source of office 
demand.

China wants the Philippi-
nes to stop all forms of onli-
ne gambling, as it continues 
cracking down on a practice 
it says causes an illegal out-
flow of money. Online and 
phone betting has explo-
ded in countries such as the 
Philippines and Cambodia 
over the last few years due to 
demand from gamblers in 

mainland China.
Duterte also said that he 

and Xi had long agreed on 
a 60-40 revenue-sharing ar-
rangement that would favor 
the Philippines should joint 
oil and gas exploration in the 
South China Sea proceed.

Still, the Philippine leader 
said the territorial dispute 
between the two nations 
“will remain a problem” 
after Xi insisted that China 
doesn’t recognize Manila’s 
victory in an arbitration 
case that nullified some of 
Beijing’s claims in disputed 
waters. BLOOMBERG

US
Eldorado Resorts executives 
investigated for stock trading
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JULIE ZHU

THE First Lesson, a na-
tionwide patriotic edu-

cation program targeting 
primary school students in 
mainland China, was broa-
dcast on September 1 on 
CCTV1. Fifteen minutes of the 
90-minute long program fea-
tured Macau. 

In mainland China, pri-
mary schools were all requi-
red to assign students to wa-
tch the 90-minute program 
at home. Students were also 
asked to write a review of the 
program. 

The program has been 
broadcast in mainland Chi-
na since 2008. Viewings were 
previously held in the form of 
a class meeting. Famous peo-
ple, including scholars, cele-
brities, actors and actresses, 

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) received a re-
port at noon yesterday regarding the 

discovery of a body inside a machine room 
under an overpass in Cotai.

The report was made by a janitor 
working at the hotel. The janitor walked 
past the machine room and spotted the 
door slightly ajar. The janitor entered the 
room and saw immediately the dead body 
of a man hanging on a movable metal 
structure. The janitor informed the hotel’s 
security department, which later notified 
the PJ.

According to information from the PJ, 
the overpass connects to a hotel in the 
area, but it is not clear if the facility belon-
gs to the hotel.

The man was surnamed Cao, aged 27 
years and was from the mainland.

At the current stage, the police have 
categorized the case as discovery of dead 
body. Post-mortem is required, according 
to the police, to determine the cause of 
death.  AL

are invited to interact with the 
students. 

The program selects people 
with “positive energy” to edu-
cate students, especially in pa-
triotism and nationalism. 

Usually, the two SARs and 
Taiwan are given important 
portions of the program. 
However, only Macau was 
included in the program this 
year, and Hong Kong and 
Taiwan were not mentioned. 

In the Macau portion of 
the program, four pupils from 
Macau’s Hou Kong Middle 
School were invited to read 
letters they wrote, which were 
allegedly sent to Chinese pre-
sident Xi Jinping, on the pro-
gram. 

“Grandpa Xi, in the past, 
we didn’t know what the Mo-
therland was. Through stu-
dying Moral and Civic Educa-

tion, we gradually understood 
it,” one of the students wrote. 
“Especially during the scary 
[Typhoon] Hato two years 
ago, which made our place 
dirty and messy. Under your 
personal care, the Macau Gar-
rison [of the PLA] dispatched 
soldiers, and Macau quickly 
recovered cleanliness and or-
der. Looking at the tired sol-
diers, many people were mo-
ved to tears.” 

“Because of this [the garri-
son helping to clean debris], 
we understand the meaning of 
the Motherland. The Mother-
land is like our mother; it will 
care and love us when we have 
difficulties,” the student reads. 

“This year marks the 70th 
anniversary of China and the 
20th anniversary of the Ma-
cau handover. We have a wish, 
we wish that you can come to 

Macau again,” another stu-
dent reads. 

Iao Tun Ieong, director of 
Hou Kong Middle School, was 
invited onto the program to 
interact with the host of the 
story of Du Nam, the previous 
rector, who implemented a 
comprehensive patriotic edu-
cation program at Hou Kong 
Middle School.

In his interaction with the 
host, Iao said that Du Nam 
raised the Chinese flag in Ma-
cau on September 1, 1949, 
and it was the first time that a 
Chinese flag had been flown 
in Macau. 

Before the Macau segment 
concluded with the “Song of 
the Seven Sons,” as per usual, 
the Flag Guard of China pre-
sented the Hou Kong Middle 
School representatives with 
the gift of a Chinese flag.

Nationwide CCTV patriotic 
education program features Macau

Police 
investigate body 
discovered in 
Cotai

MACAU GRAND PRIX

BMW ready to defend GT World 
Cup Title this November
RENATO MARQUES

BMW Motorsport has announ-
ced the drivers lineup for the 

Guia Circuit in November to de-
fend the title they won last year at 
the FIA GT World Cup in Macau.

A short statement from the Ger-
man car manufacturer informed 
that reigning champion Augusto 
Farfus would once again take the 
wheel of Team Schnitzer’s BMW 
M6 GT3 to defend his title, and that 
a second car from the brand would 
also race in Macau this November 
with young star Joel Eriksson at the 
wheel. 

Eriksson will return to the Guia 
Circuit after three years of racing in 
the streets of Macau in the Formu-
la 3 category where he achieved re-
sults such as a pole position in 2017 
and a second-place finish in 2018. 
The Swede also led the 2017 F3 
race and was considered one of 
the favorites to win. However, a 
clash with Callum Ilott at Lisboa 
Bend shattered his hopes and the 
race was surprisingly won by Dan 
Ticktum.

During his debut season at 
the German Touring Car Cham-
pionship (DTM), Eriksson was 
drafted into BMW’s line-up. He 
will put both his experience of the 
circuit and youth to work as part of 
BMW’s bid to retain the title.

The 21-year-old Eriksson is al-
ready familiar with FIST-Team AAI, 
as he previously raced under the 
Asian team in the China GT Cham-
pionship earlier this season.

In a statement published on his 
official website, Eriksson said, “I am 
absolutely thrilled to be going back 
to Macau again this year, this time 
representing BMW Motorsport in 
the FIA GT World Cup.” 

“I have fallen in love with the 
Guia Circuit during my visits in For-

mula 3 and I simply can’t wait to 
take it on in the BMW M6 GT3,” he 
added.

Although he is hopeful and exci-
ted for his comeback, Eriksson also 
expressed the need to adapt to the 
GT3 machine. 

“I’ve only ever driven an F3 car at 

Macau, so a certain level of adapta-
tion will be required, but I’m hono-
red that BMW has decided to put 
their trust in me for one of the most 
important races of the season.” 

The FIA GT World Cup aims 
to attract the world’s most pres-
tigious car manufacturers and 

pit them against each other in an 
end-of-season, winner-takes-all 
standalone event on the deman-
ding Guia Circuit street track. 
This year will be the fifth time the 
FIA GT World Cup runs in Macau 
as part of the Macau Grand Prix on 
November 14-17.
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Fans unhappy 
with Angelababy’s 
Macau faux pas
A small number of followers of Chinese celebri-

ty Angelababy, also known as Angela Yeung 
Wing, are displeased after she suggested that Ma-
cau was a separate entity from China.  

Earlier this week, the celebrity made a post on 
Weibo about her shoot with David Beckham. 

In her post, she hashtagged the Londoner Ma-
cao project, to be developed in Cotai, and wrote: 
“next time, when you [David Beckham] come to 
China, I will treat you” to dinner.

Due to the recent Hong Kong protests, which 
have been portrayed as anti-Chinese and a call 
for Hong Kong independence, mentions of Hong 
Kong, Macau and Taiwan have become sensitive 
topics, especially among high-profile figures.  

“Macau is also [part of] China,” reads one of 
the comments below Angelababy’s post. The com-
ment was liked by 8,717 users.

“Doesn’t Macau also belong to China? Such wri-
ting really easily misleads people,” another com-
menter wrote. 

Despite some followers having accused her of 
not referring to Macau as part of China, others de-
fended the celebrity. 

“When mentioning Hong Kong, Macau, and 
Taiwan, if we don’t put China ahead of them, we 
will be denounced all the way to grandmother’s 
house [far away] at any moment,” another com-
ment reads. 

“She said that it is in the Londoner Macao. The 
company should be in Macau, right? She is writing 
it so unclear, it is so misleading,” a fourth Weibo 
user wrote. JZ

Anima to celebrate adoption 
of Macau greyhounds at event
I

TALIAN greyhound as-
sociation Pet Levrieri is 
set to hold “The Macau 
Greyhounds: Happy At 

Last” event, which will bring 
animal advocacy associations 
together in Milan. Anima Ma-
cau’s president, Albano Mar-
tins, will also attend.

The event this Sunday will 
present thank you gifts to fa-
milies that have adopted or 
fostered the Macau greyhou-
nds.

According to Pet Levrieri’s 
social media post, 55 adop-
tive families have confirmed 
their attendance.

“Such an ordinary achie-
vement is worth celebrating 
together with people like Al-
bano Martins as well as with 
the Macau greyhounds them-
selves, many [of] whom have 
been adopted in Italy or are 
in the process of being adop-
ted,” the organization stated. 

“So, we are organizing a 
big party in honor of the Ma-
cau greyhounds, which will 
be held here in Italy on Sun-

day,” they said. 
The event also includes a 

memorial to remember the 
18,000 greyhounds that died 
at the Canidrome over the 
past 55 years, as well as the 
17 greyhounds that died after 
the closure of the race track. 
Four greyhounds that died 
after being sent abroad and 
adopted will also be acknow-
ledged. 

Following the session, 

Martins will share a poem by 
Portuguese poet Fernando 
Pessoa.

Martins said that Sunday’s 
events aims to celebrate the 
greyhounds who have found 
adoptive families. However, 
he will continue to fight to 
close dog racing tracks, parti-
cularly in China.

“We are in a very active 
phase, not only for greyhou-
nds, but also for the meat 

market for pets such as dogs 
and cats. I will be in China to 
intensify our campaign,” he 
told Portuguese newspaper 
Tribuna de Macau. 

June marked the end of 
Anima Macau’s international 
greyhound adoption cam-
paign.

It took the organization six 
months to get all the greyhou-
nds adopted by local and in-
ternational adopters.  LV
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Shenzhen aims to have 
full 5G coverage by 2020
The southern tech hub of Guangdong 
Province will realize full 5G coverage 
by August 2020, the city government 
announced on Wednesday. 
Memorandums of cooperation have 
been signed between the Bureau of 
Industry and Information Technology of 
Shenzhen and the local branches of the 
three major operators, China Telecom, 
China Mobile and China Unicom, on 
the construction of 5G base stations 
throughout the city. According to the 
local government, a total of 15,000 5G 
base stations will be built by the end of 
2019. By August 2020, the city will have 
full 5G coverage with 45,000 5G base 
stations.

New radio channel on 
air in Greater Bay Area
A radio channel covering the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater 
Bay Area started broadcast from 7 a.m. 
Sunday. The channel, airing on FM 101.2 
and MW 1215, will broadcast 21 hours 
a day mainly in Cantonese and also 
include programs in the dialects of Hakka, 
Chaozhou and Shantou, said its operator 
China Media Group in a press release, 
adding that it will also have accounts 
on social media platforms. The move 
aims to promote cooperation between 
the mainland, Hong Kong and Macau 
and help the two special administrative 
regions integrate their own development 
into the overall development of the 
country, said Shen Haixiong, president of 
China Media Group.

MAGDALENE FUNG, 
JEANNY YU & MOXY YING

HONG Kong’s exchange 
operator halted derivati-

ves trading because of techni-
cal issues for the first time in 
its history, deepening losses in 
the local stock market at a time 
of heightened sensitivity about 
the city’s status as Asia’s premier 
financial hub.

The move to suspend trading 
in the afternoon and after-hou-
rs sessions came after Hong 
Kong Exchanges & Clearing 
Ltd. experienced unspecified 
connectivity issues with its de-
rivatives platform on Thursday 
morning. The exchange’s we-
bsites also faced intermittent 
access problems. HKEX said its 
clearing system for derivatives 
will remain open for the after-
noon session and that all other 
markets remain fully operatio-
nal.

The issues hampered trading 
in the morning just as Hong 
Kong Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam gave a press conference 
about the demonstrations that 
have rocked the former British 

colony for three months, during 
which she resisted protesters’ 
calls to immediately meet the 
rest of their demands. 

The MSCI Hong Kong Index 
fell 1.6% as of 2:56 p.m., exten-
ding declines after the halt in 
derivatives trading. It had rallied 
the most since 2011 on Wednes-
day as Lam formally withdrew a 
controversial extradition bill.

“I’ve been doing this since 
2003 and I don’t recall anything 

like this,” said Martin Wong, 
head of exchange-traded so-
lutions in Asia Pacific for the 
equity derivatives team at BNP 
Paribas SA. “Because the futures 
market is closed, there is no effi-
cient way to hedge.”

Trading in September Hang 
Seng Index futures totaled 
60,070 contracts before the 
suspension, down 80% from 
the previous day. Volume in 
call and put options linked to 

the Hang Seng Index was less 
than 5% of the 20-day average, 
according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg.

“It’s very troublesome for 
investors as we can’t hedge,” 
said Steven Leung, executi-
ve director at UOB Kay Hian 
(Hong Kong) Ltd. “If some-
thing unexpected happened 
this afternoon, basically we 
are unable to respond effecti-
vely.” BLOOMBERG

HK halts derivatives trading 
after technical problems
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ARRIE Lam’s move to 
formally withdraw a bill 
allowing extraditions 
to China may well have 

ended the Hong Kong unrest in 
June. But now protesters want a 
lot more, and they’re ready and 
willing to fight.

After three months of at-times 
violent demonstrations, Hong 
Kong’s leader made her most sig-
nificant concession yet on We-
dnesday evening. In a somber 
televised address, she told an an-
xious city that she was meeting a 
demand from protesters to offi-
cially scrap a proposal that ended 
up sparking the worst unrest since 
the former colony’s return to Chi-
nese rule in 1997

“Incidents over these past two 
months have shocked and sad-
dened Hong Kong people,” she 
said. “We are all very anxious 
about Hong Kong, our home. We 
all hope to find a way out of the 
current impasse and unsettling 
times.”

But before she had even 
spoken, pro-democracy activis-
ts and lawmakers were already 
saying Lam’s concession was too 
little, too late. They want their 
other four demands met, most 
significantly a longstanding push 
to nominate and elect their own 
leaders - a proposal Beijing expli-
citly ruled out this week.

“Hong Kong people will not 
be satisfied, which is absolutely 
reasonable after three months of 
blood, sweat and tears,” said Alvin 

Yeung, an opposition lawmaker.
The next few weeks will tell 

whether Lam - and her backers in 
Beijing - bet correctly that relen-
ting on one key demand would 
deflate a protest movement that 
has only gotten more violent. Pre-
sident Xi Jinping is also facing a 
broader economic slowdown in 
China as he spars on trade with 
U.S. President Donald Trump.

While investors reacted positi-
vely, giving the local benchmark 
Hang Seng Index its biggest gain 
in 10 months, most analysts saw 
the jump as a temporary bounce 
for a market that has been batte-
red in recent months.

“It’s positive but may only 
provide a tem-
porary solution,” 
said Stephen In-
nes, Asia Pacific 
Market Strategist 
at AxiTrader. “I 
can’t see Hong 
Kongers going 
merrily along. I 
think the divide 
runs deeper.”

For Beijing, the 
move amounts to a shift in tacti-
cs as it looks to quell the violence 
before Xi gives a landmark speech 
to celebrate 70 years of Commu-
nist Party rule on October 1. A 
spokesman for the top mainland 
body overseeing Hong Kong on 
Tuesday deployed a softer tone 
in drawing a line between radical 
protesters and moderates, saying 
the “majority of Hong Kong’s citi-
zens, including many young stu-
dents, are taking part in peaceful 

demonstrations.”
Lam on Wednesday stuck with 

that line while addressing the 
five demands of protesters. She 
downplayed the significance of 
using the term riot and said she 
couldn’t give amnesty to demons-
trators charged with crimes be-
cause it ran contrary to the rule of 
law.

Although she pledged to laun-
ch a study and review of the go-
vernment’s work, she didn’t meet 
a demand for an independent 
commission. And she punted on 
the demand for universal suffra-
ge, saying any discussions would 
need to take place “without fur-
ther polarizing society.”

“Our response to the five de-
mands have been made with full 
consideration to different cons-
traints and circumstances,” she 
said. “I recognize these may not 
be able to address all the grievan-
ces of people in society.”

Protesters weren’t pleased. 
Users of online forum LIHKG - a 
popular sounding board and or-
ganizing platform for demons-
trators - slammed Lam’s address 
shortly afterward.

U.S. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, who has spoken out fre-
quently since the unrest began, 
urged Lam to go further in her 
concessions to protesters.

“The pro-Beijing leadership 
in Hong Kong must ensure a po-
litical system accountable to the 
people, including granting uni-
versal suffrage and investigating 
police violence,” she said in a sta-
tement. “Democrats and Repu-
blicans continue to stand united 
with the people of Hong Kong in 
demanding the hopeful, free and 
democratic future that is their ri-
ght.”

Joshua Wong, the prominent 
student leader who led a previous 

wave of pro-de-
mocracy protests 
in 2014 and was 
recently arrested 
over his role in a 
rally, warned that 
a crackdown was 
coming: “Whe-
never there are 
signs of sending 
a palm branch, 
they always come 

with a far tighter grip on exerci-
sing civil rights.”

More than 1,000 protesters 
have been arrested so far as they 
hold running battles with poli-
ce. The most recent clashes last 
weekend saw protesters set a 
massive roadblock on fire in cen-
tral Hong Kong and hurl around 
100 Molotov cocktails at police, 
who responded with water can-
nons and tear gas.

“Carrie Lam could use the bill’s 

withdrawal as a pretext to fra-
me protesters as perpetrators of 
violence,” said Raymond Chan, 
a pro-democracy lawmaker in 
Hong Kong. “As the bill is formally 
withdrawn, the logic goes, then 
any ongoing protests must ser-
ve ulterior motives such as Hong 
Kong independence or a color re-
volution.”

Up to now, some protesters 
have called for actions of civil di-
sobedience - like blocking roads, 
subway lines and access to the 
airport - to pressure the govern-
ment. Lam’s biggest concessions, 
including the one Wednesday, 
have come after an escalation of 
violence, reinforcing the idea that 
radical actions are more effective 
than peaceful marches that at-
tract hundreds of thousands of 
people.

The question now is whether 
protesters can sustain the mo-
mentum to push for their final 
goals. Lam indicated that she’s 
put her best offer on the table, 
and the toughest demand - uni-
versal suffrage - can only be deci-
ded by Beijing.

“Genuine democracy in Hong 
Kong is not on the agenda, and 
will not be on the agenda,” said 
Steve Tsang, director the China 
Institute at London’s School of 
Oriental and African Studies and 
the author of several books on 
Hong Kong. “They are not just 
going to get softer and softer and 
softer. Xi Jinping cannot afford to 
allow the Hong Kong protesters to 
win against the Communist Par-
ty.” BLOOMBERG

Carrie Lam’s retreat fails to satisfy protesters

The next few weeks will 
tell whether Lam - and her 

backers in Beijing - bet 
correctly that relenting on 

one key demand would deflate 
the protest movement
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Galaxy shares Mid-Autumn care with the elderly

Over 30 Sands China team 
members, including senior ma-
nagement from various depart-
ments, visited the “Mao Zedong 
Emerged in China” photography 
exhibition at the Handover Gifts 

In celebration of the upco-
ming Mid-Autumn Festival, Ga-
laxy Macau recently organized 
an afternoon out for 80 local 
seniors at the company’s Broa-
dway property.

The event was held in asso-
ciation with the Associação de 

Sands China team revisits Chairman Mao’s era
on works that have been exhibi-
ted at the Mao Zedong Memo-
rial Museum in Shaoshan. They 
said it helped them gain deeper 
insights into contemporary Chi-
nese history.

Sands China president Wilfred 
Wong considers the exhibition 
this year exceptionally mea-
ningful, with two extraordinary 
anniversaries for both China and 
the Macau SAR coming up. 

“This insightful exhibition 
allows our team members to 
learn more about how Chair-
man Mao Zedong created a 
modern China, in turn helping 
[to] deepen their understanding 
and appreciation of the history 
and culture of mainland China,” 
Wong said.

from the Galaxy Volunteer 
Team. In addition, they had 
the opportunity to complete a 
small workout, which was a ring 
throwing stall game.

After some energetic ga-
mes, they were brought to 
the Broadway Theatre to see 
“Class Golden Night Concert,” 
a performance by Chinese sin-
ger Tong Yau. The afternoon 
finished with gift bags and 
mooncakes being distributed 
to participants.

AJVM thanked Galaxy for pro-
viding the venue and sending 
a volunteer team to support 
the event. AJVM aims to help 
seniors feel loved and promo-
te the spirit of helping others 
among Macau residents.

Museum of Macao yesterday 
to enhance their understan-
ding of mainland China and 
their sense of national pride.

The team learned a lot from 
the exhibition, which focuses 

Juventude Voluntária de Ma-
cau (AJVM). The seniors are 
from Centro de Dia de Mong 
Há and Centro de Dia “Chong 
Pak Chi Ká.”

The afternoon started with 
the seniors sampling street 
snacks made by members 

A new problem looms for Bahamas 
resorts that Dorian spared

Singapore’s GIC nears deal for 
Oxford Fairmont hotels stake
SINGAPORE’S sove-

reign wealth fund, GIC 
Pte, is nearing a deal to 
buy a majority stake in 
Oxford Properties Group’s 
Fairmont portfolio, which 
consists of four of Cana-
da’s most iconic hotels, ac-
cording to people familiar 
with the matter.

The talks are advan-
ced and a deal could be 
announced in coming 
weeks, said the people, 
who asked not to be iden-
tified because the nego-
tiations are private. The 
exact price of the transac-

tion couldn’t immediately 
be determined but any 
deal is expected to value 
the whole portfolio at 
about CAD2 billion ($1.5 
billion), the people said. 
Still, it’s possible no agree-
ment will be reached.

Oxford, the real estate 
arm of Canadian pension 
fund OMERS, is expected 
to retain a minority stake 
in the assets and manage 
the properties.

Representatives for To-
ronto-based Oxford and 
GIC declined to com-
ment. A representative for 

brokerage firm Jones Lang 
LaSalle Inc., which is han-
dling the sale, also decli-
ned to comment.

Bloomberg reported 
in May that Oxford was 
planning to sell a 50% 
stake in its Fairmont hotels 
in Whistler, British Colum-
bia, and Lake Louise, Ban-
ff Springs and Jasper Park 
in Alberta. The hotels have 
more than 2,200 rooms 
that draw 1.2 million gues-
ts a year, with roots dating 
to the dawn of the coun-
try’s train travel in the late 
1800s. BLOOMBERG

PATRICK CLARK 
& EZRA FIESER

THE largest resorts in the 
Bahamas avoided the 

wrath of Hurricane Dorian. 
The next step is making 
sure everyone knows it.

The Category 5 hurrica-
ne mostly spared the island 
of New Providence, home 
to almost two-thirds of the 
Caribbean nation’s roughly 
17,500 hotel rooms, accor-
ding to Resort Capital Part-
ners. The Nassau airport 
is open, as is the massive 
Baha Mar resort, which in-
cludes Grand Hyatt, SLS 
and Rosewood properties. 
Nearby Atlantis Paradise Is-
land, the mega-resort that 
Brookfield Asset Mana-
gement Inc. has explored 
selling, was also unaffected.

That’s the good news for 
a country where tourism 
accounts for about half of 
the gross domestic pro-

duct, and room demand 
has been increasing. Yet 
hotels across the Bahamas 
still may be hurt by the 
hurricane, which killed at 
least seven people and left 
Grand Bahama island 70% 
underwater. Dorian’s brutal 
battering of the northern 
islands is likely to lodge in 
travelers’ minds, creating 
the impression that the en-
tire archipelago was devas-
tated.

“They’re going to see an 
impact on room demand, 
not because the hotels are 
closed, but because the 
perception is that they’re 
closed,” said Jan Freitag, a 
senior vice president at lod-
ging data provider STR.

That’s what happened 
after hurricanes Irma and 
Maria thrashed the Cari-
bbean in 2017. In places 
like the U.S. Virgin Islands 
and Key West, Florida, 
even the hotels that reope-

ned quickly suffered from 
lower-than-usual bookings.

“Leisure travelers have 
a recency bias, and marke-
ts directly and indirectly 
impacted by a hurricane 
usually see softer demand 
after the storm,” said Mi-
chael Bellisario, an analyst 
at Robert W. Baird & Co. 
“People will cancel and 
simply won’t rebook, or, in 
some cases, vacations are 
booked elsewhere and an-
nual trips move locations.”

The average occupancy 
rate for the Bahamas’ 116 
hotels was 74.1% through 
July, compared to 62.4% in 
the same period a year ago, 
according to STR.

About 2,250 of the coun-
try’s hotel rooms, or 13%, 
are on Grand Bahama and 
the Abaco Islands, whi-
ch also suffered severe 
storm damage, according 
to Resort Capital Partners. 
BLOOMBERG

Holiday in Saudi 
Arabia? Kingdom 
mulls launch of 
tourist visas
VIVIAN NEREIM & SARAH ALGETHAMI

SAUDI Arabia is edging closer to 
allowing tourists access to the kingdom 

with a plan to open visa applications at the 
end of September, according to three peo-
ple familiar with the matter.

The visas will be available to people 
from about 50 countries, one of the peo-
ple said, while another said that the coun-
try list was still in flux as recently as last 
month.

The plans were first reported by Sau-
di newspaper Okaz, which said the visas 
would be issued online or on arrival for a 
fee of 440 riyals ($117) starting Sept. 27, ci-
ting people it didn’t identify.

A public relations firm linked to the 
government has invited reporters to an 
event that day called “Saudi Arabia opens 
to tourism.” However, the Okaz report was 
later deleted and the government said its 
plans hadn’t been finalized.

A spokesperson for the Saudi Commis-
sion for Tourism and Heritage said the 
report wasn’t accurate, adding that while 
discussions were “underway,” no final de-
cision had been made.

The conservative Islamic kingdom has 
long been one of the hardest countries in 
the world to visit, largely limiting visas to 
business trips, religious pilgrimages or fa-
mily reunions. But in 2016 - as the oil price 
rout wreaked havoc on its finances - the 
government said it wanted to develop tou-
rism as part of Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman’s economic diversification 
plan.

It is building major tourism projects, 
transforming its Red Sea coastline to bring 
in holidaymakers and developing an en-
tertainment city near the capital of Riya-
dh. The government opened limited onli-
ne visas last year for foreigners attending 
special events, seen by many as a trial run 
for the tourist visa.

Authorities have put particular focus 

on advertising Al Ula - an area in the nor-
thwest layered with the ruins of ancient 
kingdoms.

It’s unlikely that hordes of European 
tourists will flock to a country where al-
cohol is banned, women must wear floor-
-length robes in public and it’s forbidden 
for unmarried couples to be alone toge-
ther.

The country’s reputation abroad has 
also taken a hit since the murder of Sau-
di critic Jamal Khashoggi at the kingdom’s 
consulate in Istanbul last year - which tri-
ggered international outrage - and the ar-
rest of prominent women’s rights activists 
accused by authorities of undermining 
state security.

However, the new visas could attract 
more adventurous travelers.

One reason it’s taken so long for the 
kingdom to allow tourists is the tension 
between opening up and maintaining 
conservative traditions. Officials have 
promised for years to make it easier to 
visit, saying repeatedly that tourist visas 
were around the corner. BLOOMBERG



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 06.09.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 11

AP
 P

H
O

TO

 advertorial

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING 

U.S. and Chinese envoys 
will meet in early October 

for more talks aimed at ending 
a tariff war that threatens glo-
bal economic growth.

Stock markets rose on yes-
terday’s announcement but 
there has been no sign of pro-
gress since Presidents Donald 
Trump and Xi Jinping agreed 
in June to resume deadlocked 
negotiations about trade and 
technology.

Earlier, investors were ra-
ttled by a report officials were 
struggling to agree on a sche-
dule for talks originally plan-
ned for this month.

The agreement on a date 
came in a phone call conduc-
ted by the chief Chinese envoy, 
Vice Premier Liu He, with U.S. 
Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer and Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin, the Chi-
nese Commerce Ministry said 
in a statement.

Officials will “conduct cons-
cientious consultations” in mi-
d-September to prepare, the 
ministry said. It gave no details 
but said the two sides want to 
create “favorable conditions.”

China’s main stock market 
index was up 1.6% at midday 
following the announcement. 
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 gained 2.3% 
and South Korea’s main index 
rose 1%.

Beijing is balking at U.S. 
pressure to roll back plans for 
government-led creation of 
global competitors in robotics 
and other industries.

The U.S., Europe, Japan and 
other trading partners say tho-
se plans violate China’s marke-
t-opening commitments and 
are based on stealing or pres-
suring companies to hand over 
technology.

The U.S. and China have rai-
sed tariffs on billions of dollars 
of each other’s imports, dis-
rupting trade in goods from 
soybeans to medical equip-
ment and battering traders on 
both sides.

In their latest escalation, 
Washington imposed 15% tari-
ffs on USD300 billion of Chine-
se imports on Sunday, exten-
ding penalties to almost every-
thing the United States buys 
from China. Beijing responded 
by imposing duties of 10% and 
5% on a range of American im-
ports.

U.S. tariffs of 25% imposed 
previously on $250 billion of 
Chinese goods are due to rise 
to 30% on Oct. 1.

China has imposed or an-
nounced penalties on a total 
of about $120 billion of U.S. 
imports, economists estimate. 
Some have been hit with in-
creases more than once, while 
about $50 billion of U.S. goods 
is unaffected, possibly to avoid 
disrupting Chinese industries.

Beijing also has retaliated 
by canceling purchases of 
soybeans, the biggest single 
U.S. export to China.

Beijing has agreed to narrow 
its politically sensitive trade 
surplus with the U.S. but is re-
luctant to give up development 
strategies it sees as a path to 
prosperity and global influen-
ce.

Talks broke down in May 
over how to enforce any agree-
ment.

China insists Trump’s puni-
tive tariffs must be lifted once 
a deal takes effect. Washington 
says at least some must stay to 
make sure Beijing carries out 
any promises.

The last round of talks in 
July in Shanghai ended with no 
indication of progress. Neither 
government has given any in-
dication it is ready to break the 
deadlock by offering conces-
sions.

Some analysts suggest Bei-
jing is holding out in hopes 
Trump will feel pressure to 
make a more favorable deal 
as his campaign for the 2020 
presidential election picks up. 
Trump has warned that if he 
is re-elected, China will face a 
tougher U.S. negotiating stan-
ce. AP

Gov’t says trade 
talks with US to take 
place in October
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AS deputy foreign minister, 
Wolfgang Ischinger had uni-

que insight into Germany’s frien-
dly approach to Beijing.

“Our China policy had one 
key component: how can we sell 
the largest possible number of 
German automobiles in China,” 
Ischinger, who now chairs the an-
nual Munich Security Conference, 
recalled in an interview in Berlin.

Since Ischinger’s time in office 
at the turn of the century, Ger-
many’s view of China has been 
turned upside down. The idea that 
Beijing would adopt more western 
values and democratic practices 
proved to be completely wrong, 
he said. If anything, “it’s going in 
the opposite direction,” he added.

With governments from Japan 
to Canada and Australia taking 
a harder line on China as Presi-
dent Donald Trump steps up his 
trade war, Germany too is tou-
ghening its policy toward China 
on matters such as investment or 
intellectual property. But it’s an 
especially high-risk strategy for 
Berlin at a time when its expor-
t-dependent economy is flirting 
with recession.

As Chancellor Angela 
Merkel prepares to visit China 
this week accompanied by a hi-
gh-ranking business delegation, 

she faces a particularly delicate set 
of policy objectives: maintaining 
that hard line on Beijing while ur-
ging a resolution of the trade war 
and continuing to press for reci-
procal access to China’s lucrative 
market.

According to a Chinese official 
who asked not to be identified 
commenting on policy, Trump’s 
attempts to lobby European lea-
ders such as Merkel appear to 
have worked in the short term. 
Trump has provided a model for 
world leaders to be globalist in 
their words and protectionist in 
their actions, the person said.

Indicative of that balancing act 
is Merkel’s approach to 
the situation in Hong 
Kong. While her admi-
nistration urged Beijing 
to engage in dialog and 
respect the rule of law, 
Merkel has declined an 
invitation to meet with 
protesters, her spokes-
man said on Wednes-
day.

“We are in a difficult position 
with China: On the one hand, 
China is our trading partner, and 
on the other we have to deal with 
China as competitor,” German 
Deputy Economy Minister Clau-
dia Doerr-Voss said in a speech to 
industry earlier this year. “Unfor-
tunately, we have to conclude that 
we still have massive trade restric-

tions in China, and that we cannot 
expect any miracles.”

Germany is China’s biggest Eu-
ropean trading partner by a long 
way, with bilateral sales worth 
some USD195 billion last year. 
That, plus her sheer political lon-
gevity, gives Merkel clout that elu-
des her European partners: she is 
making the 12th trip to the Asian 
giant of her almost 14 years in of-
fice. Germany is also one of few 
western countries to run a trade 
surplus with China, with auto 
makers such as VW and BMW 
now more dependent on Chinese 
sales than those in the U.S. Still, 
that reliance is viewed in Berlin as 

a potential liability as well as an 
achievement.

As yet, however, there is little 
evidence that Germany’s posi-
tion toward China has relaxed as 
the risk of recession has grown. 
Indeed, Germany sees a risk that 
Chinese protectionist sentiment 
could prevail during the trade 
war and end what limited refor-
ms have taken place, said a senior 

government official who asked 
not to be named discussing stra-
tegy. At the same time, Germany’s 
short-term economic fortunes 
hinge on China and the U.S. re-
solving their trade dispute, and 
so Merkel’s government is keen to 
see a willingness in Beijing to rea-
ch a deal, the official said.

How Europe’s exporting giant 
went from a key China proponent 
to the leading advocate of a more 
defiant European stance is both a 
reflection of Beijing’s rising global 
power and an indication of how 
it is wielding that clout. Germany 
has been a target of China’s ambi-
tion, as a focus of Chinese moves 

to buy up strategic com-
panies as well as at the 
apex of concerns inclu-
ding cyber security.

A turning point was 
the public and politi-
cal backlash over the 
takeover of German ro-
bot maker Kuka AG by 
China’s Midea Group 

Co. in 2016. Germany learned 
from losing one of its industrial 
pearls and last August for the first 
time vetoed a potential Chinese 
takeover, of German machine tool 
maker Leifeld Metal Spinning AG, 
angering Beijing in the process.

German Economy Minis-
ter Peter Altmaier has pushed an 
industrial policy of encouraging 
European champions to better 

compete against Chinese giants, 
even though a proposed merger 
of Siemens and Alstom train units 
was blocked in Brussels.

There are signs that German 
industry is in lockstep with the 
government’s aims. In January 
Germany’s industry lobby BDI an-
nounced a turnaround in its Chi-
na strategy, labeling China a “sys-
temic competitor” and arguing 
that “German industry must pre-
pare itself for this new reality,” 
while the system of open markets 
in Europe “must be made more 
resilient.”

Germany’s dilemma is shar-
pened by China’s moves to divide 
the European Union, both throu-
gh the so-called 16+1 forum with 
eastern European states and by 
signing up individual EU mem-
bers including Malta and Italy 
to President Xi Jinping’s Belt and 
Road infrastructure program. 
The upshot is that whereas all 27 
member states stood together on 
Brexit, the EU struggles to speak 
with one voice on China policy.

Still, alongside German legis-
lation to protect companies, the 
EU has acted to tighten up invest-
ment scrutiny, brought in instru-
ments to tackle dumping of steel 
and measures to shield IT. China 
policy is not about to soften under 
the incoming commission, accor-
ding to a senior EU official with 
knowledge of trade issues.

China is angry about the mea-
sures, but the EU will hold to its 
stance even as the economy sta-
ggers because it sees a risk China 
could ramp up exports subsidies 
even more, the official said.

For Ischinger, the German 
diplomat, the priority is develo-
ping a more coherent, long-term 
approach to China. “It’s one of the 
biggest challenges for the EU as a 
whole and for Germany as a coun-
try that now depends as much on 
China as it used to on the United 
States,” he said.

German media group Axel 
Springer AG, publisher of the 
newspapers Die Welt and the 
best-selling Bild tabloid, has 
meanwhile adopted a China-
-skeptic tone, and is prodding the 
chancellor to take up the case of 
the Hong Kong protesters with the 
Chinese leadership.

For its part, Beijing is shoulde-
ring a growing burden of U.S. tra-
de tariffs while being buffeted by 
the anti-China protests in Hong 
Kong. That makes it keener to 
keep the EU on board with com-
mon goals such as multilatera-
lism, said Mikko Huotari, deputy 
director of the Berlin-based Mer-
cator Institute for China Studies. 
Given Germany’s importance to 
China, Merkel’s visit “isn’t simply 
important for the optics,” he said 
in a statement.

“The trip comes at an excep-
tionally tense time for Beijing,” 
Huotari said. “The chancellor is 
traveling to a China that is ex-
tremely challenged on multiple 
fronts politically and economi-
cally.” BLOOMBERG

Beijing suspects Merkel is heading 
to Beijing to do Trump’s work

Germany too 
is toughening its policy 

toward China on matters 
such as investment or 
intellectual property 
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‘Any suggestion?’ Duterte asks 
after Xi reaffirms sea claims

JAPAN

Nissan chief got dubious payments but says he didn’t know
YURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO

THE chief executive of 
scandal-plagued Nissan 

yesterday acknowledged re-
ceiving inappropriate pay-
ments from the Japanese 
automaker but denied he 
ordered it or knew about it.

Hiroto Saikawa said an 
internal company investi-
gation found he had recei-
ved the money, but he wou-
ld return it.

“I thought everything 
was being carried out pro-
perly, and I didn’t know 
anything,” Saikawa told re-
porters.

Nissan Motor Co. said 

that the findings from its 
ongoing internal investiga-
tion will be reported to the 
board of directors Monday, 
but declined to elaborate, 
saying the board was inde-
pendent.

“We have heard that 
share appreciation rights 
will also be part of this re-
port,” the company said, 
referring to the payments 
linked to Nissan share pri-
ces that executives, inclu-
ding Saikawa, received as 
bonuses.

Japanese media repor-
ts have said that the da-
tes were changed to allow 
the maximum amount of 

cashing in on the stock pri-
ces, allowing Saikawa to re-
ceive tens of millions of yen 
in dubious compensation.

The latest development 
comes as former Nissan 
Chairman Carlos Ghosn is 
awaiting trial on charges 
of falsifying documents on 
deferred compensation 
and of breach of trust in 
allegedly diverting Nissan 
money for personal gain. 
He denies wrongdoing.

Saikawa blamed what he 
called “the Ghosn system” 
at Nissan for the paymen-
ts, and said the system was 
being reviewed.

Saikawa succeeded 

Ghosn and in the past was 
closely allied with Ghosn, 
who led Nissan for two de-
cades and made it one of 
the most successful auto-
makers in the world.

Saikawa said he had left 
the task of overseeing the 
compensation system to 
Greg Kelly, a former board 
director who was arrested 
last year with Ghosn on fi-
nancial misconduct allega-
tions. Kelly has maintained 
he is innocent.

Since the arrests of 
Ghosn and Kelly, Nissan 
profits and sales have tum-
bled. Investors are also 
worried about Nissan’s rela-

tionship with alliance part-
ner Renault SA of France, 
which owns 43% of Nissan. 
Ghosn was sent in by Re-

nault to lead Nissan, and in 
the years before his arrest 
had led both Renault and 
Nissan. AP

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

T
HE Philippine presi-
dent has acknowled-
ged he’s short of solu-
tions to press China to 

adhere to Manila’s arbitration 
victory in their South China 
Sea disputes after he said Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping told 
him flatly: “We will not budge.”

President Rodrigo Duterte 
spoke for the first time about 
his talk with Xi about the thor-
ny disputes in a televised news 
conference Wednesday night 
where he was asked what move 
he would take next. Duterte, 
who has nurtured friendly ties 
with China, met Xi in Beijing 
last week.

“They’re claiming it as their 
own and the bad part is that 
they are claiming it as their his-
torical right and they have the 
control over the property,” Du-
terte said. “That’s our problem 
[...] If you can help by sugges-
ting, is there any other sugges-
tion? Or have you heard of any 
sane solution short of going to 
war with China saying, ‘we will 
not budge’’’?

The Philippine leader has 
long been criticized by natio-
nalists and left-wing groups 
for not immediately deman-
ding Chinese compliance with 
a 2016 ruling by an arbitration 
tribunal in The Hague that 
declared China’s claims to vir-
tually the entire South China 
Sea invalid under the 1982 U.N. 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea.

The ruling also upheld the 
Philippines’ sovereign rights 
over a wide stretch of waters 
called the exclusive economic 
zone, where Chinese territorial 
claims have delayed for years 
Manila’s plan to explore and 
extract potential undersea de-
posits of oil and gas.

Duterte said he raised the 
arbitration ruling in a meeting 

with Xi and other Chinese offi-
cials and he quoted the Chine-
se leader as replying almost in 
a whisper: “You know, our sta-
tement was ‘We will not budge.’ 
We don’t want to discuss that 
because it’s ours. We own the 
property. Why should we talk to 
you?”

Duterte said 
he reacted by 
telling Xi that, 
“It will remain a 
problem. It will 
be [...] just like 
a sore thumb 
that sticks out 
painfully every 
day.”

Xi at that 

point tried to shift from the 
topic, and Duterte said he did 
not press on, knowing the Chi-
nese president has been preoc-
cupied by anti-government 
protests in Hong Kong.

“Out of courtesy, I said, ‘Well, 
I will not, maybe, insist on your 

answer now. I am not satisfied 
with your answer, but I will not 
ask for any other answer. I’ll 
just remain where I am, where 
I started considering that you 
are under stress by the inciden-
ts in Hong Kong.’”

“They have a problem so 
he’s hot-hea-
ded. We shou-
ld time it. You 
know, the art 
of diplomacy,” 
Duterte said. 
“If a person 
loses a child 
or is left by his 
girlfriend, he’ll 
really be hot-
-headed.”

Duterte then again said he 
only inherited the problem of 
the Chinese taking over the 
Scarborough Shoal from the 
previous administration, whi-
ch he said had withdrawn Phi-
lippine ships from the contes-
ted shoal after a long standoff 
and allowed Chinese ships to 
take control of the territory.

“This is not my problem. 
Who withdrew?” he said.

China refused to participa-
te in the arbitration case that 
Duterte’s predecessor, Benigno 
Aquino III, initiated after Chi-
na seized Scarborough Shoal in 
2012. Beijing ignored and has 
continued to defy the arbitra-
tion ruling. AP

”They’re claiming it as their 
own and the bad part is that 
they are claiming it as their 

historical right and they have 
the control over the property.

PRESIDENT RODRIGO DUTERTE
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P
RIME Minister Boris 
Johnson accused Britain’s 
main opposition leader 
yesterday of trying to do-

dge an election, after rebellious 
lawmakers rejected the U.K. lea-
der’s call to trigger a snap poll and 
moved to block his plan to leave 
the European Union next month 
without a divorce deal.

Johnson remained determined 
to secure an election as the only 
way out of Britain’s years-long 
Brexit impasse. His office said he 
would argue in a speech later that 
politicians must “go back to the 
people and give them the oppor-
tunity to decide what they want.”

Johnson called Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn’s refusal to 
endorse an election a “cowardly 
insult to democracy.”

On Wednesday, Johnson asked 
Parliament to back an Oct. 15 
election, after lawmakers moved 
to block his plan to leave the EU 
on Oct. 31, even if there is no wi-
thdrawal agreement to pave the 
way.

But Parliament turned down 
his motion. Johnson needed 
the support of two-thirds of the 
650 lawmakers in the House of 
Commons to trigger an election 
— a total of 434 — but got just 
298, with 56 voting no and the 

rest abstaining.
Corbyn said Labour, the big-

gest opposition party, would only 
vote for an early election if the 
prospect of a no-deal Brexit was 
taken off the table.

“Let the bill pass and have 
Royal Assent and then we can 
have a general election,” he said.

Labour economy spokesman 
John McDonnell said the party 
wanted an election but was still 
deciding on whether to seek one 
before the Oct. 31 Brexit deadline, 
or to wait until Parliament had se-
cured a delay to Britain’s departu-
re from the bloc.

“The problem that we have got 
is that we cannot at the moment 
have any confidence in Boris 
Johnson abiding by any commit-
ment or deal that we could cons-
truct,” he told the BBC.

“That’s the truth of it. So, we are 
now consulting about whether it’s 
better to go long, therefore, rather 
than to go short.”

Johnson’s failure to secure a 

quick ballot was the embattled 
leader’s third Parliamentary de-
feat in two days. It was also evi-
dence that scarcely six weeks after 
taking office with a vow to break 
Britain’s Brexit deadlock — which 
ensnared and eventually brought 
down his predecessor, Theresa 
May — Johnson’s plans to lead the 
U.K. out of the EU are in crisis.

He became prime minister in 
July by promising to complete 
Brexit and break the impasse that 
has paralyzed the country’s poli-
tics since voters decided in June 

2016 to leave the bloc. But he is 
caught between the EU, which 
refuses to renegotiate the deal it 
struck with May, and a majority of 
British lawmakers opposed to lea-
ving without an agreement. Most 
economists say a no-deal Brexit 
would cause severe economic dis-
ruption and plunge the U.K. into 
recession.

Opposition lawmakers, su-
pported by rebels in Johnson’s 
Conservative Party, are attemp-
ting to pass a bill that would block 
a no-deal Brexit on Oct. 31, com-

pelling the prime minister to seek 
a three-month delay to Britain’s 
departure if no exit deal has been 
agreed by late October.

Johnson accused the opposi-
tion of trying to “overturn the bi-
ggest democratic vote in our his-
tory,” referring to the outcome of 
the 2016 referendum to leave the 
EU.

The bill was approved by the 
House of Commons on Wed-
nesday, but faced trouble in Par-
liament’s upper chamber, the 
House of Lords, where pro-Brexit 
members planned to defeat it by 
filibustering — talking until time 
ran out.

But early yesterday, the Lords 
agreed to allow the bill to pass 
through the chamber by today, 
allowing it to become law early 
next week. Johnson plans to sus-
pend Parliament at some point 
next week until Oct. 14.

Johnson also faces several legal 
challenges to his push to leave the 
EU come what may. AP

BREXIT

Johnson calls opponents 
cowardly for blocking election bid
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Reformas Internas da China
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It looks like something from a science fiction movie.
A newborn two-headed timber rattlesnake has been 

found in New Jersey’s Pine Barrens. Herpetological 
Associates of Burlington County CEO Bob Zappalorti 
says the snake has two brains and each head acts in-
dependently of the other.

Two employees at the organization spotted the rep-
tile in a nest where a timber rattlesnake was giving birth 
late last month.

Zappalorti tells NJ Advance Media it’s the only two-
-headed timber rattlesnake ever found in New Jersey. 
He says it likely wouldn’t be able to survive in the wild 
because its heads could get snagged on something.

Herpetological Associates will care for the snake.

RaRe, two-headed Rattlesnake 
found in new JeRsey foRest

Britain and the world have said farewell to Diana, 
Princess of Wales, at the end of an unprecedented 
week of mourning.

A four mile procession brought her coffin to West-
minster Abbey, where politicians and celebrities 
joined the Royal Family in a subdued congregation.

Over a million people lined the route of the funeral 
cortege to the abbey and along her final journey to 
the Spencer family home in Northamptonshire.

The day began at 0908 BST, when the coffin left 
Kensington Palace on a gun carriage.

Some of the crowd wept, some applauded quietly, 
but most watched in silence.

On top of the coffin was a poignant reminder that 
this woman loved by millions was also a mother - a 
card to “Mummy” from one of her sons.

The two princes, William and Harry, joined their 
father, grandfather and the princess’s brother 
walking behind the coffin.

Other members of the Royal Family watched the 
funeral cortege pass from the gates of Buckin-
gham Palace.

The union jack on top of the palace was lowered 
to half mast for the first time ever.

Both Diana’s sisters read tributes to her at the fu-
neral service and Elton John played his re-worked 
version of Candle in the Wind.

Her brother, Lord Spencer, made a funeral address 
in which he described as Diana the “very essence of 
compassion, of duty, of style, of beauty”.

He used the speech to blame the media for her 
death, calling her the “most hunted person of the 
modern age”.

The grieving earl also pledged to protect William 
and Harry and prevent them suffering a similar fate.

The sometimes controversial oration was gree-
ted with spontaneous applause.

A very public day of mourning ended with a priva-
te ceremony when Diana was finally buried on an 
island in the heart of her family estate at Althorp.

Courtesy BBC News

1997 diana’s funeRal watched      
              by millions

In context
Offbeat

Diana’s death resulted in an outpouring of grief never be-
fore seen in the UK.
It was estimated that a total of 2.5 billion people watched 
the princess’s funeral, a testament to her global celebrity.
Her image remained as iconic in death as it had been in 
life, and within weeks of her funeral there was worldwide 
demand for memorabilia of the princess.
The French authorities concluded their investigation into 
the crash two years later.
It found the driver, Henri Paul, to be three times over the 
drink-drive limit and breaking the speed limit.
The photographers chasing the car were severely criti-
cised for their behaviour, but no criminal action was taken 
against them.
An inquest into the princess’s death was opened in the UK 
in 2004. It has been adjourned while the Metropolitan po-
lice carry out an investigation into the crash.

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

cineteatro
05 - 11 Sep

ANNA
room1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Luc Besson
Starring: Sasha Luss, Helen Mirren, Luke Evans
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

CRAWL
room2
2:30, 7:30pm
Director: Alexandre Aja
Starring: Kaya Scodelario, Barry Pepper, Morfydd Clark
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 87min

ANGEL HAS FALLEN
room2
2:30, 9:30pm
Director: Ric Roman Waugh
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Frederick Schmidt, Danny Huston
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 121min

EXIT
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Sang Geun Lee
Starring:  Jung-suk Jo, Yoona, Du-shim Ko
Language: Korean (English & Chinese)
Duration: 107min

ONE PIECE STAMPEDE
room1
7:30pm
Director: Takashi Otsuka
Starring: Chô, Hiroaki Hirata, Katsuhisa Hôki
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 92min
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Throws off; 6- Assist; 9- Conical native American tent; 14- Cowboy 

display; 15- Lab subj.; 16- Take away by force; 17- Seawater; 19- ___ a customer; 
20- Hot time in Paris; 21- “Java” trumpeter; 22- Squelch; 23- Take-charge 
type; 25- Precipitous; 26- Capital of Canada; 29- Lacking color; 31- Diverse; 
32- Person with new parents; 36- Second son of Adam and Eve; 37- Afore; 38- 
Not fooled by; 40- Inter building bridge; 43- Iranian city; 45- Luau dance; 46- 
Annoyance; 47- Foundation; 50- Transmitted; 51- Arranges in groups; 52- Bit; 
54- First lady?; 57- Small stream; 58- Woodworker; 61- Cave; 62- LAX posting; 
63- Juvenescent; 64- Wee; 65- Sugar amt.; 66- Inventor Howe;
 
DOWN: 1- Highland tongue; 2- Castle protector; 3- Twiddling one’s thumbs; 4- 
Vietnamese New Year; 5- Plant; 6- On the move; 7- Bakery worker; 8- Grime; 
9- Texas dance; 10- Bert’s buddy; 11- Golfer Calvin; 12- Bar at the bar; 13- 007’s 
alma mater; 18- In front; 23- On Mon Tue 
Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun; 24- Have a tab; 25- 
___-mo; 26- Egg cells; 27- Typewriter 
settings; 28- Tough journey; 29- Anorak; 
30- Summer drink; 33- Browned sliced 
bread; 34- Pass catchers; 35- Inclusive 
abbr.; 37- Building add-on; 39- Till bill; 
41- Liquor; 42- Hung. neighbor; 43- 
Lots; 44- Prohibit; 47- Carried; 48- 
Narrow mountain ridge; 49- Severe; 
50- Backpack part; 51- Jazz technique; 
52- “Rhyme Pays” rapper; 53- Wild ones 
are sown; 54- Small purse; 55- ___ cava; 
56- Units of work; 59- CBS logo; 60- 
Cambodia’s Lon ___; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Spend some time with people 
you love to laugh with, and 
take plenty of  time today to 
talk about lighthearted matters. 
Forget about things you have no 
control over

Apr. 20-May. 20
One of  the many good things about 
having so many people in your life 
right now is that you always have tons 
of feedback available at your fingertips. 
So why aren’t you taking advantage of  
this abundance of  honesty?

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Either your flexibility skills 
are at an all-time high, or the 
changes you expected weren’t 
so drastic. Either way, you can 
breathe a great big sigh of  
relief  today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Accept the whole person - the 
good and the bad. Ending a 
relationship because of  one event 
or conversation is shortsighted. 
Embrace differing opinions and 
contrary viewpoints. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There will always be obstacles in your 
life - that’s just a fact. Your attitude 
will make all the difference, so put a 
shine on your outlook! Whenever you 
need a lift in life, just remember all the 
successes you’ve had.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Inspiration will flood over 
you today - enjoy having your 
curiosity tickled and excited. You 
are extremely open to new ideas 
right now, so why not try a few 
new things?

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You may think that you are judged 
by the company you keep, but 
that is not necessarily true. Today, 
don’t worry about people basing 
assumptions about you on whom 
you are with.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  you are in a mood to hide 
from the world, then today will 
offer you the perfect opportunity. 
The people in your life are a bit 
distracted with other things right 
now.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your daily life is currently being 
polluted a bit by someone whose 
maturity level leaves a lot to be 
desired. Luckily, you will find the 
right words today to help this 
person grow up a bit.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You basically have all the time you 
want, especially right now - your 
schedule is under your exclusive 
control for a limited period of  
time, and you should make the 
most of  it!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
To help yourself  today, help 
other people - the overwhelming 
gratitude you’ll receive from the 
people you’ve aided will lift your 
spirits higher than any retail therapy 
or self-indulgence ever could. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You feel strong, and you are strong 
- but you’re vulnerable to a lot of  
potential problems that could pop 
up today if  you aren’t careful. 
Focus your energy on fixing up 
something around your house.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SCARLETT Johansson says 
she’s standing by Woody Allen 

because, “I believe him.”
Much of  Hollywood has distan-

ced itself  from the filmmaker sin-
ce the MeToo movement promp-
ted a re-examination of  child 
sexual abuse allegations from his 
now-grown daughter, Dylan. Mi-
chael Caine, Timothee Chalamet 
and Greta Gerwig are among the 
actors who have publicly expres-
sed regret over working with him.

“I love Woody,” Johansson told 
The Hollywood Reporter in an 
interview released this week. “I 
believe him, and I would work 
with him anytime.”

Allen helped boost Johansson 
to the A-list. He directed her in 
“Match Point,” ‘’Scoop” and 
“Vicky Cristina Barcelona.” She 
said she has spoken to Allen about 
the accusations and he maintains 

SPAIN’S Academy 
of  Cinematographic 

Arts and Sciences says 
that Pedro Almodóvar’s 
latest drama “Pain and 
Glory,” which was inspi-
red by his own life story, 
will represent the coun-
try in the competition 
for this year’s Oscars.

The film starring An-
tonio Banderas and Pe-
nélope Cruz will com-
pete with other global 
entries for a nomination 
as Best International 
Feature Film at the 92nd 
Academy Awards. The 

POLICE say a man 
who broke into 

Taylor Swift’s beach-
front mansion in Rhode 
Island took his shoes off 
because he wanted to 
be polite.

Westerly police who 
responded to the home 
just after 5 p.m. Friday 
found 26-year-old Ri-
chard Joseph McEwan 
inside.

Police Chief  Shawn 
Lacey tells The Wester-
ly Sun the Milford, New 
Jersey man wasn’t wea-
ring shoes. When asked 
why, he said he was 

his innocence. He has never been 
criminally charged.

Johansson is active in women’s 
issues and was among early su-
pporters of  Time’s Up.

“It’s hard because it’s a time 
where people are very fired up, 
and understandably,” she said.  
“Things needed to be stirred up, 
and so people have a lot of  pas-
sion and a lot of  strong feelings 
and are angry, and rightfully so. 
It’s an intense time.”

Johansson said she has had nu-
merous conversations with Allen 
about his past.

“I have been very direct with 
him, and he’s very direct with 
me,” she said.

Allen has yet to find a U.S. distri-
butor for his films since Amazon 
pulled his deal last year. Allen has 
filed a $68 million lawsuit against 
Amazon.

Spanish Academy’s se-
lection was announced 
yesterday.

“Pain and Glory” re-
ceived broad acclaim at 
this year’s Cannes Film 
Festival in France, whe-
re Banderas won the 
Best Actor award for his 
portrayal of  a film di-
rector in his decline who 
flirts with drugs and has 
to confront his own past.

In June, Almodóvar 
won a Golden Lion for 
Lifetime Achievement 
at the Venice Film Fes-
tival.

always taught to take his 
shoes off when entering 
someone’s home to be 
polite.

He’s charged with 
breaking and entering 
and willful trespassing. 
Online court records 
did not list a defense at-
torney.

Lacey says his officers 
have had to deal with 
several suspicious peo-
ple at the singer’s home, 
but this is the first time 
he remembers someone 
making it inside.

He says no one was 
home.

Almodóvar’s ‘Pain 
and Glory’ picked to 
bid for a 2019 Oscar

Man broke into 
Taylor Swift’s home, 
took off shoes

Scarlett 
Johansson 
stands by 
Woody 
Allen: ‘I 
believe him’
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BASKETBALL

Czechs headed to second round of 
World Cup; China to consolation

China was beaten 59-72 by Venezuela

CANADA 82, SENEGAL 60
Canada picked up its first victo-
ry in its final Group H game, and 
Senegal remained winless in three 
games. Both teams moved into the 
consolation round, playing for 17th 
to 32nd place. Cory Joseph of the 
Sacramento Kings led Germany 
with 24 points and Kevin Pangos 
added 13 with five rebounds and five 
assists. Mouhammad Faye had 14 as 
Senegal’s top scorer.

BRAZIL 84, MONTENEGRO 73
Brazil finished 3-0 to top Group F 
and moved into the second round. 
Montenegro lost all three and is 
headed to consolation-round play. 
Brazil had three players in double 
figures: Marcelinho Huertas with 
16 points, Marquinhos Sousa with 
13, and Alex Garcia with 11. Derek 
Needham led Montenegro with 16 
points and 10 assists.

GERMANY 96, JORDAN 62
Germany salvaged a victory in its last 
Group G match, and Jordan finished 
winless. Both move into the conso-
lation round. Max Kleber of the Dallas 
Mavericks led the Germans with 18 

points and Danilo Barthel had 13. 
Ahmad Al Dwairi had 17 points and 
eight rebounds to lead Jordan. Dar 
Tucker added 14.

CHINA 59, VENEZUELA 72
A spirited Venezuela defeated China 
72-59 on Wednesday, a second 
straight loss for the hosts that 
means they failed to advance to the 
second round. The team also lost 
in overtime to Poland on Monday. 
“Again this is a very tough loss,” 
China coach Li Nan said, speaking 
through an interpreter. “We put in a 
lot effort to get ready.”

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

SECOND ROUND
Group I: Poland (3-0) vs. Russia (2-1); 
Argentina (3-0) vs Venezuela (2-1)
Group J: Serbia (3-0) vs. Puerto Rico 
(2-1); Spain (3-0) vs. Italy (2-1)

CLASSIFICATION ROUND
Group M: Nigeria (1-2) vs. Ivory 
Coast (0-3); China (1-2) vs. Korea 
(0-3)
Group N: Angola (1-2) vs. Iran (0-3); 
Tunisia (1-2) vs. Philippines (0-3)

Matches

T
HE Czech Republic is 
headed to the second 
round of the Wor-
ld Cup, and Turkey’s 

collapse is complete.
Vojtech Hruban scored 18 

points, Ondrej Balvin finished 
with 17 points and 11 rebou-
nds and the Czechs beat Turkey 
91-76 in Shanghai yesterday to 
take the second and final se-
cond-round spot from Group 
E.

Patrick Auda also scored 16 
points for the Czechs (2-1).

“We fought hard and in the 
end we wanted this game more 
than anybody else,” Balvin 
said.

Cedi Osman scored 24 poin-
ts and Furkan Korkmaz added 
16 for Turkey (1-2), which came 
within one-tenth of a second 
of beating the United States 
on Tuesday and wasted a five-
-point lead in overtime of that 
game before losing 92-91.

That meant Thursday’s 
matchup was win-or-else for 
Turkey and the Czech Republic 

— and the Czechs held the lead 
for most of the second half.

Melih Mahmutoglu’s 3-poin-
ter with 8:29 left got Turkey wi-
thin 69-66, but the Czechs sco-
red the next eight points and 
kept control the rest of the way. 
The Czechs, who outreboun-
ded Turkey 41-26, will play Bra-
zil in their second-round ope-
ner on Saturday.

“We are very sorry,” Turkish 
assistant coach Recep Sen said 
after the second of two disa-
ppointing losses. MDT/AP



the 
BUZZ

Friends with benefits: 
Can Facebook tackle your love life?

OPINION
Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

Lebanon Waving 
Palestinian and Canadian 
flags, hundreds of 
Palestinian refugees 
gathered outside the 
Canadian Embassy in 
Beirut on yesterday 
requesting asylum in the 
North American country.

Turkey’s president 
yesterday threatened 
to “open the gates” and 
allow a flood of Syrian 
refugees to leave Turkey 
for Western countries 
unless a so-called “safe 
zone” is established 
inside Syria soon in 
negotiations with the 
Americans.

Iran was poised yesterday 
to begin work on 
advanced centrifuges 
that will enrich uranium 
faster as the 2015 
nuclear deal unravels 
further and a last-minute 
French proposal offering 
a $15-billion line of credit 
to compensate Iran for 
not being able to sell its 
crude oil abroad because 
of U.S. sanctions looked 
increasingly unlikely.

UK U.S. vice president 
Mike Pence tiptoed into 
the Brexit fury as he met 
with embattled British 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson.

USA The Pentagon will 
cut funding from military 
projects like schools, 
target ranges and 
maintenance facilities to 
pay for the construction 
of 175 miles of fencing 
along the U.S.-Mexico 
border, diverting a total 
$3.6 billion to President 
Donald Trump’s long-
promised barrier.
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Facebook is tackling a new frontier: love. 
Facebook Dating, its matchmaking service 
already available in Brazil and 18 other coun-
tries, is arriving in the U.S. today [Macau 
time].

But after years of privacy missteps by the so-
cial network, will people trust Facebook with 
their love lives?

It makes sense for Facebook to formally 
enter the dating market. Apps like Tinder al-

ready use its data to suggest matches, and let 
people log in using their Facebook accounts. 
Facebook Dating is a new way to keep people 
using Facebook more often and longer.

Facebook insists it won’t use information 
gleaned from users’ dating profiles for adver-
tising and says there won’t be ads on Facebook 
Dating. But some users are apprehensive, gi-
ven the company’s multiple stumbles over 
protecting people’s private information.

Our students: a 
shocking waste 
of resources

I have long advocated international students be permi-
tted to work in Macau during their studies, and although 
that stance has not changed, the geo-political situation 
has, and strengthens that position. 

Recent Chinese policies such as the Education Initiati-
ve to support the Belt and Road program and the Grea-
ter Bay Area indicate that reaching out beyond borders 
using a variety of modes has become more pressing. The-
se initiatives serve to add more arguments to those I have 
plied to decision makers since 2011. 

In 2010 the Ministry of Education aimed to increase 
the number of international students to 500,000 by 2020 
– last year they numbered 492,000.  Of current interna-
tional students in China, 60 percent are from Belt and 
Road Initiative regions encouraged by scholarships, En-
glish-medium international departments and futures in 
China-focused careers. There has recently been pressure 
not to treat international students differently from local 
students so as to avoid accusations of preferential treat-
ment and to help with integration and the benefits that 
living and studying together offer local and international 
students alike. 

China is also grappling with a brain drain, being a net 
exporter of skilled human talent. To stem that tide have 
been courses of action such as the 1,000 Talents Program 
to entice the best academic minds back home. This Au-
gust has seen easing immigration policies to attract hi-
ghly skilled overseas workers and foreigners graduating 
from Chinese tertiary institutions with 2- to 5-year visas 
and permanent residency. These should help achieve an 
opening up, and social and economic development. 

Against this background of China’s policies to encoura-
ge development of international skill and talent, here in 
Macau, lawmaker Ella Lei responded to the Macau Hotel 
Association’s suggestion to allow non-resident students 
to work as being unlawful. To address this apparently 
singular concern of Ella Lei and Ho Iat Seng, laws can 
change, that’s what lawmakers do. 

Lei said that current abuse of the import labour regu-
lations indicated a system in need of improvement and 
not a need to open more doors to foreigners. In reality, 
any abuse is more likely to indicate an overly restrictive 
set of regulations in an environment of substantial hu-
man resource deficiency. As the Macau Hotel Associa-
tion recommends, a casual student workforce would be 
a very suitable and elegant solution to their members’ 
manpower problems. Who better than a flexible work-
force of bright, cheery, engaging and engaged young 
workers with language skills and other capabilities alrea-
dy here in Macau? It is a resource, literally begging to be 
used.

I do not suggest we offer international students privi-
leges beyond that given to local students, but to integra-
te them on an even footing with their classmates, to be 
given the same opportunities to extend their learning 
beyond the classroom, into the workplace through in-
ternships and part-time casual work, and into the com-
munity through workplace connections. 

A casual international student workforce limited to ma-
ximum weekly working hours offers a bunch of systemic 
benefits to the students, the classroom, institutions, in-
dustry and the community both locally and internatio-
nally, now and into the future, just as the Chinese policies 
acknowledge. Indeed, with many of our courses taught 
in English, our European heritage and internationally hi-
ghly qualified academics, Macau is uniquely positioned 
to be a platform to support Mainland policies.

International students could apply what they learn 
at university to their workplaces, and then share their 
workplace experiences back into the classroom. They 
develop a deeper understanding of our culture, styles 
of communication, laws and institutions, as well lasting 
and profound relationships by actively contributing to 
our community. Macau would attract a larger pool of 
higher quality applicants, as international students who 
need to support themselves financially can consider our 
institutions. With that increase in quality, the entire uni-
versity cohort is invigorated, and our local students be-
nefit from that competitive edge – it lifts everyone’s game. 

A re-energized 
Hurricane Dorian rakes 
the Southeast US coast

MEG KINNARD, 
CHARLESTON

RE-ENERGIZED at 115 
mph, Hurricane Dorian 

raked the Southeastern 
U.S. coast with howling, 
window-rattling winds 
and sideways rain yester-
day, knocking out power to 
more than 200,000 homes 
and businesses as it 
pushed northward 
toward North Ca-
rolina’s dangerou-
sly exposed Outer 
Banks.

Leaving at least 
20 people dead in 
its wake in the de-
vastated Bahamas, 
Dorian made its 
way up the Eastern 
Seaboard, sweeping 
past Florida at a relatively 
safe distance. From there, 
the Category 3 storm appa-
rently grazed Georgia, then 
hugged the South Carolina 
coast with more serious ef-
fects.

An estimated 3 million 
people in Florida, Geor-
gia and the Carolinas were 
warned to evacuate as the 
storm closed in with the po-
tential for life-threatening 
storm surge. Navy ships 
were ordered to ride it out 
at sea, and military aircraft 
were moved inland.

At least two deaths were 
reported on the U.S. main-
land, in Florida and North 
Carolina, both involving 
men who fell while getting 
ready for the storm.

The National Hurrica-
ne Center’s projected tra-
ck showed Dorian passing 
near or over the Outer 
Banks on Friday, lashing 

the thin line of islands 
that stick out from the U.S. 
coast like a boxer’s chin. 
Dorian was then expected 
to peel away from the sho-
reline.

In an assault that began 
over Labor Day weekend, 
Dorian pounded the Baha-
mas with Category 5 winds 
up to 185 mph, obliterating 

entire neighborhoods and 
triggering a humanitarian 
crisis. It weakened to a Ca-
tegory 2 before strengthe-
ning again late Wednesday.

About 830,000 people 
were under mandatory 
evacuation orders on the 
South Carolina coast alone.

More than 1,500 people 
sought refuge in 28 shelters 
in South Carolina, where 
rain began yesterday in the 
historic port city of Charles-
ton, situated on a peninsu-
la that is prone to flooding 
even from ordinary storms.

As Dorian crept dange-
rously closer to the city, the 
wind picked up, sending 
sheets of rain sideways. 
Thunder boomed in the ni-
ght sky, and power flickered 
on and off. More than two 
dozen blocks were closed 
by flooding in the city, whe-
re stores and restaurants 
downtown were boarded 

up with wood and corruga-
ted metal.

Dorian also apparently 
spun off at least one torna-
do in North Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, damaging 
several homes, city spokes-
man Patrick Dowling said. 
No injuries were reported.

At 8 a.m. EDT Thursday, 
the hurricane was cente-

red about 70 miles 
southeast of Char-
leston, moving 
north at 8 mph 
with winds of 115 
mph extending 
about 60 miles ou-
tward.

Hundreds of 
shelter animals 
from coastal South 
Carolina arrived in 
Delaware ahead of 

the storm. The News Jour-
nal of Wilmington, Delawa-
re, said 200 were airlifted 
early Tuesday from shel-
ters in danger of flooding. 
About 150 more were ex-
pected to arrive via land.

Hundreds of thousands 
of people also were ordered 
off the Georgia coast. But 
the mayor of Tybee Island, 
Georgia, said Dorian inflic-
ted little damage overnight 
on the small beach com-
munity. Jason Buelterman 
said the storm spared the 
3,000 residents from floo-
ding, with high tide about 
3 feet lower than predicted.

The lone highway linking 
the island to Savannah on 
the mainland remained 
open throughout the night.

“If the worst that comes 
out of this is people blame 
others for calling evacua-
tions, then that’s wonder-
ful,” Buelterman said. AP

An estimated 3 
million people in 
Florida, Georgia 

and the Carolinas 
were warned to 

evacuate 


