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The Israeli Prime Minister’s last-minute vow to annex 
the Jordan Valley if re-elected next week has sparked 
discontent of biblical proportions in the Arab world

A Biblical 
Valley

Books: The Titanic Secret by Clive Cussler 
                   and Jack Du Brul

Movies: Hustlers

Music: Charli by Charli XCX
F&B: No-spray zone in French vineyards
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Hustlers saves all of its tricks 
for the end. It’s a banger of 

an ending, too, which is some-
thing that so few films manage to 
nail. The emotion, the stakes, the 
character development and the 
why of it all hit around the same 
time. This, you think, is the mo-
vie. Then suddenly it’s over just 
when it started to get great.
Until then, “Hustlers” kind of 
spins its wheels in telling the true 
story of a group of New York 
City strippers who, put out by 
the recession’s effects on their 
Wall Street patrons, start a side 
con that involves drugging their 
wealthy marks and running up 
exorbitant credit card bills that 
they get a cut of. Writer and di-
rector Lorene Scafaria adapted 
Jessica Pressler’s nuanced and 
revealing New York Magazine 
story about the ordeal.
As pure entertainment, it gets by 
well enough thanks in large part 
to Scafaria’s humane and lively 
filmmaking, a killer soundtrack 
and Jennifer Lopez, whose cha-

racter Ramona might technically 
be the second lead, but is the 
honey-voiced, stiletto-sharp soul 
of the movie. It’s the kind of sin-
gular performance that you can’t 
even begin to imagine anyone 
else even attempting, nor would 
you want to. She bursts on the 
frame in an extended and impres-
sive striptease to Fiona Apple’s 
“Criminal” that has every eye 
and dollar in the room held cap-
tive and her grip on the camera 
and the audience doesn’t let up 
until the very end. And to watch 
a scene like this from the female 
gaze is something truly special. 
The women may be half naked, 
but it’s never gratuitous, just ma-
tter of fact.
We’re welcomed into Ramona’s 
world through Constance Wu’s 
Dorothy (stage name Destiny), 
who is the new girl in the club, 
where Cardi B and Lizzo have 
some fun playing the other dan-
cers. She wants to learn what 
Ramona knows, and Ramona 
becomes her de facto mentor in 

it saying that they’re just doing 
what all the titans of business 
have been doing to the country 
for years. But then they go off 
and spend their money on all the 
capitalist wealth signifiers that 
their targets are after too. 
The film is at its best when it’s 
about the bond between the 
women, but it’s a theme that 
doesn’t hit home until far too 
late. Perhaps it’s a problem in 
the structure of the story. It wi-
thholds so much information 

the ways of appealing to the dif-
ferent types of men they’ll come 
across on any given night. Soon, 
Dorothy/Destiny is bragging that 
she is pulling in as much money 
as a heart surgeon, and spending 
like it’ll always be so. With all 
this cash, she helps her grandmo-
ther get out of debt, but also buys 
an enormous Gucci purse, a Ver-
sace swimsuit and an Escalade 
(typically, and amusingly, with 
$1 bills).
“Everything was so glamorous 
and cool,” she says, recounting 
her story in present day to a jour-
nalist played by Julia Stiles. But 
that was 2007, and pretty soon 
the recession would hit and their 
clientele would be decimated.
All we know of Dorothy/Des-
tiny’s ambition at this point is that 
she doesn’t want to be dependent 
on anyone. Fair enough, but it’s 
not a lot to go on (even with the 
introduction of a daughter), es-
pecially when she and Ramona 
and a few other girls, Mercedes 
(Keke Palmer) and Annabelle 
(Lili Reinhart) start drugging 
their marks to make ends meet 
and keep themselves bedecked in 
designer wares.
There’s only so much a movie can 
do with so many complex issues 
swirling around — the often gross 

entitlement and bravado of the 
men dropping thousands of dollars 
at a strip club regularly, the effect 
their words and actions have on the 
women they paid, the inner lives 
that led all these people to the club 
every night and the intoxicating 
allure of the money being thrown 
around so cavalierly.
“Hustlers” is curiously being po-
sitioned as a Robin Hood-in-pla-
tforms story of populist revenge, 
but it doesn’t really reconcile 
with their means. They justify 

about Destiny until the very end 
that it’s a struggle to care or em-
pathize with her for the bulk of 
the movie.
“Hustlers” would have benefited 
from a little more of a tease.

“Hustlers,” an STXFilms 
release, is rated R by the Motion 

Picture Association of America 
for “pervasive sexual material, 

drug content, language and 
nudity.” Running time:  

107 minutes. 

Jennifer Lopez steaLs 
the show in ‘hustLers’ AP
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DRIVE IN Lindsey Bahr, AP Film Writer

A look at the Jordan Valley Netanyahu     has vowed to annex

From left: Lili Reinhart, Jennifer Lopez, Keke Palmer, and Constance Wu in a scene from “Hustlers” 

PÁTIO DA ILUSÃO  illusion

NEWS OF THE WORLD Mohammed Daraghmeh & Aron Heller, AP

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s last-min-
ute vow to annex the Jordan 

Valley if re-elected next week 
has sparked Arab condemna-
tion and injected the Palestin-
ians into a political campaign 
that had almost entirely ignored 
them.
Netanyahu has made similar 
promises before but hasn’t fol-
lowed through. His current 
pledge to annex the Jordanian 
Valley was widely regarded at 
home as a campaign stunt to 
draw in right-wing voters, many 
of whom live in settlements in 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Netanyahu presented the move 
as a historic “one-time oppor-
tunity” to favorably redraw Is-
raeli’s borders, at a time when 
a friendly administration in 
Washington says it’s about to 
unveil it’s long-delayed Middle 
East peace plan. The Jordan 
Valley makes up about one-
fourth of the West Bank, which 
is the centerpiece of any future 
Palestinian state.
The prime minister said the 
move “doesn’t annex a single 
Palestinian.” Israelis and Pales-
tinians living in the West Bank 
aren’t afforded the same rights, 
such as Palestinians not having 
the right to vote in Israeli elec-
tions.
The annexation of the valley 
would establish a permanent 

buffer along the border with 
Jordan and leave the Palestin-
ians with only isolated enclaves 
surrounded by Israel, all but 
ruling out their dream of build-
ing a hoped-for state. A United 
Nations spokesman warned the 
step would be ‘devastating” to 
the prospects of a Palestinian 
state alongside Israel.
Here’s a look at the significance 
of the Jordan Valley:

THE GEOGRAPHY
The Jordan Valley makes up the 
eastern edge of the West Bank. It 
runs some 300 kilometers from 
the Sea of Galilee in the north 
along the Jordan River down to 
the Dead Sea on the Israel-Jor-
dan frontier.
Israel captured the area from 
Jordan, along with the rest of 
the West Bank and east Jeru-
salem, in the 1967 war. Since 
then, it’s established around 30 
settlements in the Jordan Val-
ley, which is now home to some 
65,000 Palestinians and 11,000 
settlers, according to the Israeli 
rights group B’Tselem. The in-
ternational community, along 
with the Palestinians, over-
whelmingly considers all Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem illegal.
Outside of the Palestinian city of 
Jericho and some surrounding 
communities, about 90% of the 
Jordan Valley falls under full Is-

raeli security and administrative 
control, meaning the Israeli mil-
itary polices the territory and its 
population.
As the lowest place on earth, it 
has a unique climate that can 
produce fruits and vegetables 
year-round. Access to the Dead 
Sea and its mineral-rich waters 
also offers tourism and other 
commercial benefits.
“Israel is clinging to the Jordan 
Valley because this large area 
has high economic value,” said 
Sameh al-Abed, a former Pal-
estinian Cabinet minister. “It’s 
the food basket of the Palestin-
ian people and full of natural re-
sources.”

A STRATEGIC ASSET
For Israel, the Jordan Valley is 
considered a key security as-
set because it provides a buffer 
zone against potential attacks 
from the east and assures a de-
fensive line along the country’s 
long frontier with Jordan, which 
signed a peace treaty with Israel 
in 1994.
Israelis consider a military pres-
ence there to be a keystone of 
any regional peace accord since 
it could keep the Palestinian 
areas demilitarized. It is also 
sparsely populated by Israeli 
settlers, most of whom are sec-
ular farmers and far less ideo-
logically driven than those deep 
in the West Bank and in settle-

ments with biblical significance. 
As such, there is a wide consen-
sus in Israel, even among mod-
erates, that Israel should retain 
some element of control in the 
area under any peace deal.
Palestinians, however, say there 
can be no independent state that 
doesn’t control the border. With 
annexation they would lose a fer-
tile area, which is home to many 
Palestinian farms and is one of 
the few remaining areas of the 
West Bank with open space for 
development. They currently 
have severe limitations on ex-
panding towns and villages and 
those built without hard-to-get 
permits — like the Bedouin en-
campment of Khan al-Ahmar — 
face standing demolition orders.
“Israel kept the Jordan Valley 
empty of Palestinians over the 
years just for this moment, the 
annexation,” said Nidal Fukah, a 
community activist in the town 
of Kardala.

ISRAELI POLITICS
Netanyahu has made various 
vows to impose Israeli sovereign-
ty over occupied territory before 
but has yet to follow through 
because of the long-reaching 
consequences. His presentation 
this week was far more detailed, 
though, pointing to a map as he 
made his case.
Among Israelis, there seems to 
be widespread opposition to any 

withdrawal from the area. Many 
believe a return to the pre-1967 
lines is untenable. At the narrow-
est point along Israel’s coastal 
plain, the distance between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the West 
Bank is just 15 kilometers wide, 
leaving many Israelis concerned 
about the country possibly being 
split in two in a future military 
conflict. Without the Jordan 
Valley, Jerusalem would also 
be surrounded on three sides by 
Palestinian land.
Netanyahu’s main rival in the 
Sept. 17 elections, retired mili-
tary chief Benny Gantz, has also 
vowed to retain control over 
the Jordan Valley. But he has 
stopped short of calling outright 
for annexation and dismissed 
Netanyahu’s announcement as 
campaign theatrics.

PALESTINIAN DREAM
For Palestinians, Israeli annex-
ation of the Jordan Valley could 
be devastating to any remaining 
hopes of establishing a state that 
includes the West Bank.
Jericho, the valley’s main popu-
lation center, would be engulfed 
on all sides by Israeli territory, 
and the remainder of the West 
Bank would be surrounded by 
Israel to the east and west. With 
Netanyahu pledging further 
annexations, the Palestinians 
would be left only with small, 
disconnected enclaves — mak-
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The investigation of an 
explosion in a mine 

propels Isaac Bell into a 
conspiracy with ties to 
the doomed ocean liner in 
“The Titanic Secret,” the 
latest entry in the historical 
series by Clive Cussler and 
Jack Du Brul.
In the present, NUMA Di-
rector Dirk Pitt works to 
retrieve a sunken submer-
sible in the waters near 
New York City. This vehi-
cle was used during the 
Revolutionary War, but 
wasn’t very successful.
Pitt receives a document 
written by detective Isaac 
Bell, who tells of a trage-
dy at Little Angel Mine 
in Colorado. The material 
uncovered there is a rare 
element called byzanium. 
This stuff is priceless, and 
its pursuit has a direct line 
back to when Pitt first rai-
sed the Titanic.
Bell takes what he thinks is 

an easy assignment to un-
cover what happened in the 
mine and stumbles upon a 
vast conspiracy that will 
take him to France. What 
he uncovers will put his 
life in danger, causing him 

to question everyone 
and everything.
Cussler fans will sa-
vor this one. Since 
the story deals with 
an early Cussler novel 
rather than tweaking 
this Bell tale to ac-
tually be more histo-
rically accurate with 
the Titanic’s disco-
very, it follows the 
history established in 
the earlier book when 
the ship was retrieved 
from the ocean and 
the priceless element 
was ultimately hid-
den away. The story 
also highlights the 
return of one of Cus-
sler’s former co-au-
thors, Jack Du Brul. 

He wrote several books in 
the Oregon Files series, 
and his first featuring Isaac 
Bell showcases why it’s 
great to have him back.

Jeff Ayers, AP

A look at the Jordan Valley Netanyahu     has vowed to annex

BOOK IT

CLive CussLer fans wiLL savor 
‘the titaniC seCret’

tTUNES

CharLi XCX, pop’s avant-garde 
prinCess, returns

Charli XCX could 
easily have turned 

in a safe, hit-heavy pop-
-dance album this year. 
But where’s the fun in 
that?
If Jack White is the mad 
scientist of rock, Charli 
XCX is the one for pop, 
a peripatetic mixologist 
and collaborator who 
seems happiest pushing 
the boundaries of what 
a three-minute song can 
do. She wonderfully 
doesn’t color within the 
lines.
The fascinating 15-tra-
ck “Charli” has the artist looking back with fon-
dness (“1999”), peering into the future (“2099”) 
and at her intimate present (“February 2017”). 
It can’t even be contained in one language — 
French, Portuguese and Korean are heard.
Reunited with longtime producer A.G. Cook, 
her collaborators this time include Lizzo, 
Christine and the Queens, HAIM, Troye Sivan, 
Brooke Candy, CupcakKe, Big Freedia, Sky 
Ferreira, Clairo and Yaeji.
Charli XCX, born Charlotte Aitchison, alrea-

dy achieved pure pop 
perfection in the past 
with “Boom Clap” and 
“Fancy” and simply re-
plicating that seems to 
bore her.
Of course, she does of-
fer some typically ad-
dictive pop tracks with 
“Cross You Out” and a 
subdued “Warm.” She’s 
even resurrected an old 
song — “Track 10” — 
cleaned it up, added 
the incomparable Liz-
zo and offered it anew 
as “Blame It on Your 
Love.”

Charli XCX has heard the future and has 
bookended her album with it. The first song 
— “Next Level Charli” — is either just one 
long chorus or lacks one, a signal of what may 
happen in this Spotify era. And the last song 
— “2099,” with Sivan again — is a glorious, 
anarchic idea at what pop will sound like in 80 
years.
We just hope Charli XCX will be around then, 
pushing it ever forward.

Mark Kennedy, AP Entertainment Writer

Charli XCX, “Charli” (Atlantic Records)
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“The Titanic Secret” (Putnam), by 
Clive Cussler and Jack Du Brul

ing it difficult, if not impossible, 
to move from place to place or 
establish a viable state.
In his presentation, Netanya-
hu suggested establishing road 

links for Palestinians to neigh-
boring Jordan — a scenario that 
neither the Palestinians nor Jor-
dan seem to want.
“Killing all chances for peace 

for electoral purposes is irre-
sponsible, dangerous,” Jordan’s 
foreign minister, Ayman Safadi, 
wrote on Twitter.
For this reason, the U.N., the 

European Union and the Arab 
world, including Israel’s would-
be ally Saudi Arabia, have come 
out strongly against Netanyahu.
But a muted U.S. reaction could 

signal that Netanyahu’s plan 
jibes with President Donald 
Trump’s peace plan — potential-
ly giving him the cover he needs 
to push ahead.

A sign in Hebrew, Arabic and English at an Israeli military roadblock 
warns against entry to Palestinian-controlled territory, near Bardala

An Israeli military sign warns against 
entrance to a firing zone, near Bardala
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RESTAURANTS

F&B John Leicester, AP

NO-SPRAY ZONE DIVIDE FRENCH FARMERS FROM ANXIOUS NEIGHBORS

Cantonese

imperiaL Court 
Monday - Friday
11am - 3pm / 6pm - 11pm
Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays
10am - 3pm / 3pm - 11pm 
T: 8802 2361
VIP Hotel Lobby, MGM MACAU

BeiJing KitChen
Level 1, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
11:30 – 14:30 / 17:30 - 23:30

Kam Lai heen
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da  Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3821
11:00 - 15:00 / 18:00 – 22:00
(Close on Tuesday)

shanghai min
Level 1, The Shops at The Boulevard
Opening Hours
11:00 – 15:00; 18:00 - 22:30

shanghai
CataLpa garden
Mon - Sunday
11:00 - 15:00 / 17:30 - 23:00
Hotel Royal, 2-4
Estrada da Vitoria
T: 28552222

frenCh

auX BeauX arts
Monday – Friday
6pm – 12midnight
Saturday – Sunday
11am – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Brasserie
Level 3, The Parisian Macao
Monday - Sunday: 
11:00am - 11:00pm
Tel: +853 8111 9200

gLoBaL
Café BeLa vista
Grand Lapa, Macau
T: 87933871
Mon -Thurs
06:30 – 15:00 / 6:00 – 22:00
Fri – Sunday
06:30 – 22:00

mezza9 maCau
Level 3, Grand Hyatt Macau
Opening Hours
Dinner: 18:00 – 22:30

 

vida riCa (restaurant)
2/F, Avenida Dr Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T:  8805 8918
Mon - Sunday
6:30 – 14:30 / 18:00 – 23:00

morton’s of ChiCago 
The Venetian(r) Macao-Resort-Hotel 
Taipa, Macau 
T:853 8117 5000 
mortons.com
• Bar 
Open daily at 3pm 
• Dining Room 
Monday - Saturday: 13:00 - 23:00 
Sunday: 17:00 - 22:00

aBa Bar
5pm – 12midnight
T: 8802 2319
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

Copa steaKhouse
3/F, Sands Macao Hotel
OPENING HOURS:
Cocktails: 4:30 pm - 12:00 am
Dinner: 5:30 pm - 11:00 pm
Tel: +853 8983 8222

pastry Bar
10am – 8pm 
T: 8802 2324
Level 1, MGM MACAU

rossio
7am – 11pm 
T: 8802 2372
Grande Praça, MGM MACAU

north By square eight
11am - 1am
T: 8802 2388
Level 1, MGM MACAU

When tractors laden 
with pesticides 

and other chemicals 
start spraying the 
vineyards that produce 
fruity Bordeaux wines, 
Marie-Lys Bibeyran’s 
phone starts to ring.
“People call me and 
say, ‘I was on my ter-
race having lunch and 
we had to rush inside, 
the kids were in the 
swimming pool,’” says 
the Bordeaux vineyard 
worker who turned an-
ti-pesticide campaigner 
after her brother died 
from liver cancer, a 
death she suspects was 
linked to agro-chem-
icals he sprayed as a 
wine-industry worker.
Amid rising concerns in 
France over the wide-
spread use by its pow-
erful farming industry 
of legal toxins, President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
government is planning 
the enforced creation 
of small buffer zones to 
separate sprayed crops 
from the people who 
live and work around 
them.
People like Corinne 
Despreaux, a childcare 
worker who looks after 
babies and toddlers at 
her home in the Medoc 
wine town of Listrac, 

with vineyards that butt 
up against her garden.
She calls the tractors 
that rumble amid the 
vines “mosquitoes,” 
because of their long 
arms pockmarked 
with nozzles that spray 
chemical mists to keep 
the plants and their 
valuable grapes healthy 
and pest-free.
“I close all the windows 
and all the doors. I bring 
the washing in. I put the 
kids’ games away,” De-
spreaux said in a phone 
interview, as one of her 
four young charges, 
ranging in age from 6 
months to 2 ½ years, 
mewed in the back-
ground. “It’s terrible.”
The government this 
week opened a three-
week window of public 
consultation about its 
planned regulations 
that will take effect Jan. 
1. It is proposing that 
crops treated with “the 
most dangerous sub-
stances” be separated 
from homes, schools 
and other workplaces 
by no-spray zones at 
least 10 meters across.
For other chemicals, 
there would also be 
10-meter zones around 
high-growing crops, 
including vines and 

fruit orchards, and five 
meters across for cere-
als and other shorter 
crops.
The buffers could be 
shrunk further, to three 
meters for vineyards 
and short crops and 
five meters for tall 
crops, if farmers use 
cutting-edge spraying 
techniques, the govern-
ment says. It invited 
public comment online, 
and said the distances 
could be modified as a 
result. A final govern-
ment decision on their 
size is due by Decem-
ber.
While some environ-
mental campaigners 
welcome the zones’ 
introduction, many said 
the proposed distances 
were ridiculously small.
“It’s to give the impres-
sion that something is 
being done,” Bibeyran 
said. “They won’t pro-
tect anybody.”
She spent 14 years 
working for a Listrac 
vineyard that sprayed 
with industrial chem-
icals, watching with 
growing alarm as flora 
and fauna disappeared. 
She now works in a 
vineyard in Margaux 
that farms organically, 
proudly declaring: “We 
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Vineyards in the famous wine region of Bordeaux
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south By square eight
24hrs
T: 8802 2389
Level 1, MGM MACAU

itaLian
La gondoLa
Mon - Sunday
11:00am – 11:00pm
Praia de Cheoc Van, Coloane, 
next to swimming  pool
T: 2888 0156

portofino
Casino Level1, Shop 1039,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9950

fw rio griLL & seafood marKet
Tel: (853) 8799 6338
Email : riogrill_and_seafoodmarket@fishermanswharf.
com.mo
Location: Cape Town, Macau Fisherman’s Wharf

Japanese
shinJi By KanesaKa
Level 1, Crown Towers
Lunch 12:00 - 15:00
Dinner 18:00 - 23:00
Closed on
Tuesday (Lunch and Dinner)
Wednesday (Lunch)

asian paCifiC

goLden peaCoCK
Casino Level1, Shop 1037,
The Venetian Macao
TEL: +853 8118 9696
Monday - Sunday:
11:00 - 23:00

portuguese
CLuBe miLitar
975 Avenida da Praia Grande
T: 2871 4000
12:30 – 15:00 / 19:00 – 23:00

fernando’s
9 Praia de Hac Sa, Coloane
T: 2888 2264
12:00 – 21:30

thai

naam
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110  Avenida da Amizade, The Resort
T: 8793 4818
12:00 – 14:30 / 18:30 – 22:30 
(Close on Mondays)

Bars & puBs

38 Lounge
Altrira Macau,
Avenida de Kwong Tung, 38/F Taipa
Sun-Thu: 13:00 – 02:00
Fri, Sat and Eve of public holiday: 
15:00 – 03:00

the Bar at the Countdown
Level 1, The Countdown Hotel
Opening Hours
Sun to Thu:
11:00 – 23:00
Fri & Sat:
11:00 – 24:00

the st. regis Bar
Level One, The St. Regis Macao
Cuisine: Light Fare
Atmosphere: Multi-Concept Bar
Setting: Refined, Inviting
Serving Style: Bar Menu
Dress Code: Casual
Hours: 12:00 PM - 1:00 AM;  
Afternoon Tea: 2:00PM - 5:30 PM
Phone: +853 8113 3700
Email: stregisbar.macao@stregis.com

d2
Macau Fisherman’s Wharf
Edf. New Orleans III
Macau

vida riCa Bar
2/F, Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE
T: 8805 8928
Monday to Thusday: 12:00 – 00:00
Friday: 12:00 – 01:00
Saturday: 14:00 – 01:00
Sunday:  14:00 – 00:00

vasCo
Grand Lapa, Macau
956-1110 Avenida da Amizade, 2/F
T: 8793 3831
Monday to Thursday: 18:30 – 12:00
Friday to Saturday: 18:00 – 02:00
Sunday: 18:00 – 24:00

have loads of insects.”
“The difference over 14 
years was stunning,” 
she said. “It became 
rare to see a rabbit 
cross the vineyards or 
to see swallows.”
Agricultural groups 
complain the proposed 
buffers unfairly tar-
get farmers for using 
perfectly legal products. 
Some warned zoning 
will backfire, with in-
sects and diseases prey-
ing on crops’ untreated 
edges.
Jean-Marie Fabre, presi-
dent of the Independent 
Winemakers of France, 
said no-spray zones 
risked becoming “sourc-
es of contamination that 
will spread diseases to 
the rest of the vineyard.”
“It would be the same 
as putting someone 
with the plague among 
people who have been 
vaccinated,” he said.
The policy could force 
farmers to rip out un-
treated vines and other 
crops, shrinking planted 
acreages and hurting 
their bottom-line, 
Fabre said. If the zones 
contaminate treatable 
areas, farmers may have 
to spray more than they 
do now, he added.
Urban creep into 

agricultural areas has 
exacerbated the conflict 
between farmers and 
their neighbors. Around 
Bordeaux, for example, 
families seeking space 
have moved in droves 
onto what used to be 
farmed lands, building 
homes amid vineyards.
Despreaux and her hus-
band moved from Paris 
in 2002. She says they 
were unaware they’d 
be living cheek-by-jowl 
with farmers who spray.
“We were naïve,” she 
said. “If we had known 
there’d be these risks, 
we would never have 
come here. I regret it.”
Although agro-chemi-
cals are officially certi-
fied, she doesn’t believe 
they’re safe and doesn’t 
trust government offi-
cials to stand up to the 
influence of agricultural 
lobbies. Tractors spray 
vines behind her house 
every two weeks, and 
sometimes every week, 
from April when the 
grapes form to Sep-
tember when they’re 
harvested, she said.
“It’s frustrating because 
the best period of the 
year, when it’s nice out-
side, is when we have to 
stay inside,” she said. “I 
don’t walk in the vines 

with the kids because 
it’s not possible. It puts 
them in danger. We 
live in the countryside 
but we don’t have the 
advantages of living in 
the countryside.”
Fabre said the onus 
should be on property 
developers to set up 
buffer zones around 
new buildings.
“The farmers didn’t 
move closer to houses, 
the houses moved clos-
er to them,” he said.
He fears the consulta-
tion launched Monday 
will stoke public con-
cerns about chemicals 
he insists are risk-free 
if correctly used, giving 
voice to “disinformation 
and even demagogy 
that will trump science.”
Despreaux said she’s 
braced for a long battle.
Campaigning with 
Bibeyran and others 
in a region where 
wine-producing cha-
teaux underpin local 
economies and jobs, she 
says she’s treated “as 
a tree-hugger and a bit 
mad.”
“We’re not understood,” 
she said. “The chateaux 
have so much power. 
But we won’t give up 
and allow ourselves to 
be poisoned.”
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monday (sept 16)
4th Macau InternatIonal lantern FestIval

The 4th Macau International Lantern Festival 
is celebrating the Mid-Autumn Festival with 
simultaneous exhibitions at two sites. The waterfront 
promenade alongside One Central Macau and Wynn 
Macau hosts the “70 + 20 Commemoration - All in 
the Family”. It features a set of 10 lantern-themed 
sculptures, and the “Wynn Butterfly Story” LED art 
installation. The latter offers images of fluttering 
butterflies and blossoming lotus flowers. At the 
second location, Anim’Arte Nam Van, the “View 
Around The Lantern” exhibition features three light 
installations. 
 
tIMe: 7pm-1am (One Central Macau waterfront 
promenade); 
           6pm-1am (Wynn Macau waterfront 
promenade);
           6pm-10pm (Anim’Arte Nam Van)
untIl: October 5, 2019 
adMIssIon: Free 
organIzers: One Central Macau; Wynn Macau; 
Macau International Brand Enterprise Commercial 
Association
enquIrIes: (853) 8896 0779  
www.miba.org.mo

tuesday (sept 17) 
 East asia supEr LEaguE - thE tErrific 12
 
The 2019 tournament features 12 premier East Asian 
club sides from East Asia’s top professional leagues 
including Liaoning Flying Leopards, Shenzhen 
Aviators and Zhejiang Guangsha Lions from the 
Chinese Basketball Association (CBA); Chiba Jets, 
Niigata Albirex Basketball, Ryukyu Golden Kings, 
and Utsunomiya Brex from Japan’s B.LEAGUE; 
Blackwater Elite, The San Miguel Beermen and TNT 
KaTropa from the Philippine Basketball Association 
(PBA); and Jeonju KCC Egis and Seoul SK Knights 
from the Korean Basketball League (KBL).

tIMe: 3pm (September 17-19) 
          5pm (September 21-22) 
adMIssIon: MOP50, MOP100 (September 17-19)
                   MOP200, MOP400 (September 21-22)
organIzers: Sports Bureau of Macau SAR 
Government & Asia League
enquIrIes: (853) 2855 5555 
eastasiasuperleague.com

today (sept 13)  
30th Macau InternatIonal FIreworks 
DispLay contEst

The annual Macau International Fireworks Display 
Contest - universally acclaimed as one of the 
best of its kind - takes place on the Macau Tower 
Shorefront from mid-September to 1st October 
every year. Over the years, more than 100 
international teams from China, the Philippines, 
Thailand, Chinese Taiwan, Japan, Korea, Australia, 
the UK, Switzerland, France, Germany, Portugal 
and Spain have participated in this world-class 
pyrotechnic shoot-out. Many visitors choose this 
time of year to come to Macau to enjoy an exotic 
holiday illuminated by spectacular displays in the 
night sky that can be enjoyed from many vantage 
points on the Macau Peninsula and Taipa Island. A 
Fireworks Carnival is to be held next to Macau 
Tower on each display night, bringing together 
delicacies, music, dance performances and games.

tIMe: 9pm & 9:40pm
date: September 13, 21, 28 & October 1 & 5
venue: Sea Area in front of the Macau Tower
organIzer: Macau Government Tourism Office
enquIrIes: (853) 2833 3000 
fireworks.macaotourism.gov.mo

haojIang MoonlIght nIght – dance draMa 
“thangka”
Qinghai Province Performing Arts Group Co., 
Ltd (short as “QPPAG”) was established in 2012, 
including six subordinates, which are Qinghai 
Nationality Song and Dance Troupe, Qinghai String 
Troupe, Qinghai Beijing Opera Troupe, Qinghai 
Acrobatic Troupe, Qinghai Philharmonic Society, 
Qinghai Flowers Arts Troupe. Based on Qinghai, 
adhering to the tenet of producing high quality arts 
work, QPPAG has created abundant stage art works 
with the feature of Qinghai and local nationality, 
integrating with thoughts, artistry and worth 
watching. Focusing on mass, market, QPPAG make 
efforts to achieve the win-win of social effect and 
economical benefit.

tIMe: 8pm 
venue: Macau Cultural Centre  
adMIssIon: MOP100, MOP150, MOP200 
enquIrIes: (853) 2855 5555 
organIzers: Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan 
Affairs Office of the Ministry of Culture of P.R. China 
& Cultural Affairs Bureau of the Macau S.A.R.
www.ccm.gov.mo

tomorrow (sept 14)
cELEbration of thE Moon – MiD-autuMn 
fEstivaL 2019
Albergue SCM is once again marking the Mid-
Autumn Festival with a party, this year under the 
theme “Celebration of the Moon”. The programme 
includes outdoor live music performances, and 
festive food and drink, as well as a calligraphy 
demonstration. During the event, the Albergue 
SCM patio will be filled with rabbit lanterns. A 
limited number of traditional-style rabbit-shaped 
lanterns will be distributed to children on a first-
come-first-served basis. The celebration starts with 
an opening ceremony for a special display called: 
“Little Rabbit Lanterns - An Exhibition by Carlos 
Marreiros and Friends Part 15 – On the Occasion 
of the Celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China”. It showcases creative 
interpretations – designed by artists from all around 
the world – of rabbit-shaped lanterns. 
 
party 
tIMe: 6:30pm-9:30pm (September 13)  
 
exhIbItIon 
tIMe: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
          12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)        
untIl: November 1, 2019 
venue: Patio and Hall D1, Albergue SCM  
adMIssIon: Free  
enquIrIes: (853) 2852 2550  
organIzer: Albergue SCM
eMaIl: creativealbergue@gmail.com

sunday (sept 15)
staMps arounD thE WorLD – LiEchtEnstEin, 
KingDoM of staMps

The Communications Museum is holding Macau’s 
first exhibition dedicated to the postage stamps 
of a single issuing country, in this case the tiny 
European principality of Liechtenstein. The display 
is divided into five collections, starting with “Princely 
Treasures”, stamps that commemorate some of 
the finest works of art in that country. Another 
collection, “Chinese Signs of the Zodiac”, began in 
2012 with the “Dragon” stamp, which was named 
in one appraisal as “Most Beautiful Stamp in the 
World” that year. 
 
tIMe: 9am-5:30pm (closed on public holidays)
untIl: November 30, 2019 
venue: Temporary Gallery, Communications 
Museum  
adMIssIon: MOP10 
organIzers: Liechtenstein National Museum; 
Philately Liechtenstein
enquIrIes: (853) 2871 8063 
www.cmm.gov.mo

PÁTIO DO SOL  sun

WHAT’S ON ...
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wednesday (sept 18)
hot fLoWs – pEarL rivEr DELta arts 
rEtrospEctivE in Macau

Local art association Ox Warehouse is partnering 
with the Art Museum of Guangzhou Academy 
of Fine Arts to present the second edition of the 
Pearl River Delta Arts Retrospective. The event is 
conceived as one to be held once every three years. 
It aims to promote artistic dialogue within the Pearl 
River Delta, and promote creative collaboration in 
general. A total of nine art groups has been invited 
to take part this year, the same number as in the 
2016 inaugural edition. The Pearl River Delta Arts 
Retrospective presents views on the region’s rapid 
urbanisation and its development as an integrated 
metropolis, exploring the effects on culture of that 
process.  
 
tIMe: 12pm-7pm (closed on Mondays)
untIl: October 13, 2019 
venue: Post-Ox Warehouse Experimental Site, Rua 
do Volong, No. 15  
adMIssIon: Free  
organIzers: Art Museum of Guangzhou Academy 
of Fine Arts and Ox Warehouse
enquIrIes: (853) 2853 0026
oxwarehouse.blogspot.com

thursday (sept 19)
exhIbItIon oF new works In MaM 
collectIon – ko laI chIt

Ko Lai Chit moved to Macau at an early age. 
His father Gao Jianfu was one of the founders 
of the Guangdong-focused artistic movement 
known as the Lingnan School. Ko followed in 
his father’s footsteps via calligraphy works and 
paintings ranging in subject matter from birds, to 
flowers, landscapes and portraits. Prior to Ko’s 
death in 2018, his daughter donated seven of his 
calligraphy works and 13 of his paintings to the 
Macau Museum of Art. Now his pieces are part of a 
special exhibition zone showcasing newly-collected 
artworks. 
 
tIMe: 10am to 7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm; 
Closed on Mondays)
untIl: November 10, 2019 
venue: Macau Museum of Art 
adMIssIon: Free  
enquIrIes: (853) 8791 9814 
organIzer: Macau Museum of Art
www.mam.gov.mo
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