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China Industrial output rose 
4.4% from a year earlier in 
August, the lowest for a 
single month since 2002, 
while retail sales came 
in below expectations. 
Fixed-asset investment 
slowed to 5.5% in the first 
eight months, with the 
private sector lagging state 
investment for the 6th 
month. More on p12

India Parliament member 
Farooq Abdullah, 81, 
who is a senior pro-India 
politician in Kashmir was 
arrested yesterday under a 
controversial law that allows 
authorities to imprison 
someone for up to two 
years without charge or trial. 
Abdullah is the first pro-India 
politician who has been 
arrested under the Public 
Safety Act.

India Navy divers yesterday 
joined a massive search for 
35 Indian tourists missing 
after a double-decker 
sightseeing boat capsized 
in a flooded river in southern 
India, drowning at least 12 
people. Twenty-six people 
were rescued after the 
accident on Sunday.

Fiji’s prime minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama used a state 
visit yesterday to urge 
Australia to take more 
ambitious actions to slash 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
a month after differences 
on climate change 
policy created anger and 
frustration at a forum of 
Pacific island leaders.

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu vowed 
yesterday to annex “all the 
settlements” in the West 
Bank, including an enclave 
deep in the heart of the 
largest Palestinian city, 
in a last-ditch move that 
appeared aimed at shoring 
up nationalist support 
the day before a do-over 
election. Locked in a razor 
tight race and with legal 
woes hanging over him, 
Netanyahu is fighting for his 
political survival. More on p14
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SSM diagnoses 19th 
imported case of 
dengue fever 

The Health Bureau (SSM) has been 
notified of an imported case of 
dengue fever in a 22-year-old tourist 
from Japan who was staying on 
Avenida Doutor Mário Soares. This 
incident is the 19th case of imported 
dengue fever in Macau, according to 
the health authority, which is again 
calling on citizens to take preventive 
measures. On September 9, the 
patient developed a fever, headache 
and rash. He was then referred 
to Conde S. Januário Hospital 
on September 12. The results 
of a public health investigation 
released the following day showed 
he had contracted dengue fever. 
According to the SSM, the tourist 
was in Vietnam during the incubation 
period. Of the 19 imported cases of 
dengue fever in Macau this year, six 
were imported from Cambodia, six 
from Thailand, two from Malaysia, 
two from the Philippines, one from 
Singapore, one from Vietnam and 
one from mainland China.

Recycling spots for 
mooncake boxes open 
until October 3 

The public can leave mooncake 
boxes in specific recycling spots 
until October 3, the Environmental 
Protection Bureau (DSPA) 
announced on Friday. Starting 
September 13, the DSPA set up 
more than 800 recycling locations 
all over the city to collect mooncake 
boxes. During the day, government 
departments, including the DSPA 
and the Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute, will open 
recycling spots located inside their 
facilities for the public. The recycling 
spots can also be found in banks, 
schools and building hallways, among 
other places.

Taiwanese universities 
recognize Macau 
joint examination 

Starting in the 2020 academic year, 
universities in Taiwan will recognize 
the results of Macau’s Four Schools’ 
Joint Examination, an examination 
co-organized by four of Macau’s 
universities. However, only the 
subjects of Chinese, English and 
Math will be recognized. To be 
admitted to a university in Taiwan, 
Macau students can either apply 
through a joint college entrance 
admission project held by the 
Overseas Joint Recruitment 
Committee, or apply individually 
to each school. The committee is 
uncertain about whether recognizing 
the exam will attract more Macau 
students, however.

Ho Iat Seng discusses his 
popularity among Macau people 

JULIE ZHU

YESTERDAY, the Chief Exe-
cutive-elect Ho Iat Seng 

held an exclusive interview 
with CCTV’s Radio the Greater 
Bay, during which Ho discus-
sed his insights on “winning” 
the Chief Executive Election, 
the Greater Bay Area, Macau’s 
economy, local youth, the ‘one 
country, two systems’ policy, as 
well as Macau’s Love the Coun-
try and Love Macau education. 

His remarks differ slightly to 
his previous statements in re-
gard to several of the topics. 

When questioned by the 
interviewer on why Ho “has 
always had such high trust 
and popularity,” Ho said that 
it was because “Macau [has] 
an election,” indicating that he 
became Chief Executive throu-
gh the support of his peers in 
Macau. 

“The election committee is 
produced from different sec-
tors. Thus, basically, the gene-
ral public has some understan-
ding about me. I am a rather 
responsible person. I fulfilled 
my duty in the National Peo-
ple’s Congress […], I basically 
work in accordance with my 
duty in the Legislative Assem-
bly and in [Macau’s] Executive 
Council, where everybody en-
dorses [my work],” said Ho. 

During the Radio the Greater 
Bay interview, Ho was naturally 
asked questions related to the 
Greater Bay Area. 

The Chief Executive-elect 
noted that, as of today, the ma-
jority of commentary about the 
Greater Bay focuses only on the 
nine cities of the mainland. Ho 
reminded the audience that Ma-
cau itself is a part of the Greater 
Bay. 

“By sitting in Macau today we 
are already in the Greater Bay 
Area. But many young people 
don’t understand that, [as they] 
think that only by going to the 
mainland are they going to the 
Greater Bay Area.” 

While speaking about Ma-
cau’s specialty compared with 
the other 10 GBA cities, Ho dis-
cussed Macau’s European his-
tory. 

“Is there another city in the 
Greater Bay Area with 400 years 
of combined Chinese and Wes-
tern culture? There is not. We 

have a strong background of Eu-
ropean culture,” said Ho.

When asked if mainland Chi-
na has more opportunities for 
Macau youth, Ho said, “there 
are certainly opportunities in 
the mainland, but we [Macau] 
offer more opportunities.” 

Citing Macau’s unemploy-
ment rate, Ho said, “Everybody 
has a job, therefore most youth 
do not need to go to mainland 
China for work. They can explo-
re their special skills in Macau.” 

The interviewer also asked 
Ho “why Macau has such a 
strong foundation of Love the 
Country and Love Macau.”

“Macau has 77 elementary 
education institutes. They are all 
education [institutes] that Love 
the Country and Love Macau 
very much. […] Macau people 
all cherish harmony. Before the 
handover, we had been through 
a period when the economy was 
not good and society was uns-
table. Everybody suffered and 

everybody knows today’s har-
mony didn’t come easily. […] We 
have a consensus about it.” 

When asked about Macau’s 
changes before and after the 
handover, Ho talked about the 
Macau peoples’ “political iden-
tity.” 

“I lived over 40 years before 
the handover and 20 years after 
the handover. First, there is a 
strong comparison, one which 
shows we are the owner of our 
house. The second is a compa-
rison in terms of political iden-
tity. Before the handover, we 
didn’t have passports. After the 
handover, we have PRC Macau 
SAR passports, we have our own 
position. In the past, we didn’t 
know who we were. There were 
many troubles for many com-
patriots when they went abroad. 
Some of them took stateless 
passports, but we were Chine-
se nationals. Why did we take 
other [countries’] passports?” 
Ho questioned. 

HO TENG Iat, older sister of the Chief Executive-elect 
Ho Iat Seng, hopes that her brother will live up to the 
expectations of the country and Macau, according 
to a report by People’s Daily. “On the 25th of August, 
my younger brother Ho Iat Seng was elected as the 
fifth-term Chief Executive of the Macau SAR with the 

highest number of votes. This is a big thing for our 
family. While accepting congratulations from all parties, 
I also hope that he will live up to the expectations of the 
country and of Macau, and that he will bear in mind our 
father’s words and deeds about Love the Country and 
Love Macau,” said Ho Teng Iat. 

CE-elect’s sister hopes brother will live up to expectations
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Two Macau residents die 
in Australia road accident

CRIME

Police warn against new Mid-Autumn online scams 
RENATO MARQUES

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has reported a new type 

of scam which has occur-
red over the past few days, 
related to the Mid-Autumn 
Festival season.

In the PJ report issued 
yesterday, the police force 
warns the public about this 
new scam which uses of on-
line platforms to trick peo-
ple, by leading them to be-
lieve that they have won a 
prize in the so-called “Mid- 
Autumn Festival Welfare 
Award.”

The scammers send vic-
tims messages, telling them 
that they have won a very 
valuable prize in the lottery 
but in order to receive their 
prize they must pay han-
dling fees.

From there, scammers 
ask victims to scan a QR 
code sent by the alleged 
company, asking them to 
pay thousands of dollars in 
handling fees.

Victims reportedly lost 
contact with the suspects 
immediately after paying 
and were unable to contact 
the other party.

The PJ is appealing to 
the public to be vigilant 

against this type of scam, 
which uses opportunities 
such as seasonal festivals to 
deceive people into incur-
ring large losses. They are 
also calling on members of 
the public to report similar 
cases to the authorities im-
mediately.

In a separate case, the PJ 
is warning the public about 
a scam that has allegedly 
affected several people in 
the neighboring region of 
Hong Kong.

According to the PJ, the-

re are no local cases yet but 
the force believes that it is 
likely the scam will spread 
to the Macau SAR.

Similar to the first 
scam, this fraud attempt 
also makes use of inter-
net advertising. Scammers 
advertise through social 
media, showing several fa-
mous people saying they 
made a lot of money by 
investing in a sham com-
pany. Victims are lured into 
clicking the ad, visiting the 
company website and re-

gistering with their credit 
card.

According to the report 
from Hong Kong authori-
ties, the victims usually re-
ceive a phone call from an 
international number the 
following day, with a person 
on the other end speaking 
English. This person identi-
fies herself as an employee 
of the sham company and 
asks the victims for their ID 
card number, credit card 
security code and other 
personal data.

The scammer on the 
phone then informs vic-
tims that the company will 
send a verification code to 

their mobile phone in or-
der to confirm their iden-
tity. However, this code is, 
in fact, a banking unique 
verification code (OTP) is-
sued by credit card issuing 
companies and it is used to 
complete a banking tran-
saction.

In several cases, the 
scammer calls back in the 
middle of the verification 
process, saying the OTP 
code is no longer valid and 
asking people to provide 
new ones.

Later, victims realized 
that their credit card had 
been illegally used to make 
several transactions.

T
WO female Macau 
residents have died 
in a deadly crash in 
Western Australia af-

ter the car they were traveling 
in collided with a bus, causing 
it to roll before coming to rest 
on its roof. A third passenger, 
reportedly aged 23, is injured 
but in a stable condition.

The accident occurred 
shortly before 2 p.m. local 
time on Indian Ocean Drive, a 
stretch of road 190 kilometers 
north of Perth, at the turn-off 
to the Pinnacles rocks forma-
tions tourist attraction. 

The car with three Macau 
tourists onboard attempted 
to turn onto a highway when 
a bus carrying 34 passengers 
collided with it at speed.

“The driver of the car died 
at the scene. The two passen-
gers were conveyed to Royal 
Perth Hospital by the RAC 
Rescue Helicopter. One pas-
senger has since died,” police 
said in a statement, as cited by 
Chinese state media Xinhua.

Some of the occupants of 
the bus were treated at the 
scene for shock and minor in-
juries.

The Consulate General of 
China in Perth confirmed yes-
terday in a statement posted 
on its website that all three 

victims are from Macau. Of-
ficials have been sent to visit 
the injured at the hospital, 
while the Consulate has al-

ready contacted the victims’ 
families to inform them of the 
incident.

The Consulate pledged to 

maintain communications 
with the Australian police, the 
hospital and the victims’ fa-
milies, and will provide assis-

tance to the families.
The Macau government 

had not released a statement 
on the traffic accident as of 
press time. Yesterday was a 
holiday for most public offi-
cials.

According to local media 
reports, Indian Ocean Drive 
is one of Western Australia’s 
most notorious stretches of 
road and has seen several se-
rious crashes since it opened 
in 2010. Last year two Chinese 
tourists were killed when the 
bus they were travelling in 
was involved in a head-on col-
lision with another vehicle. In 
2017, three people, including 
a six-year-old boy were killed 
in a similar incident.

“It is a bad intersection […] 
and of course if you’re impac-
ted from the side it’s always 
going to be a potentially se-
rious or fatal crash, especially 
when you’re colliding with 
such a heavy vehicle,” Wes-
tern Australia Police Superin-
tendent Domenic Wood told 
ABC Radio Perth. “[The de-
ceased] are Chinese nationals 
so it’s very important for us to 
now take care of their family 
next of kin and to make sure 
that all those appropriate no-
tifications are taking place.” 
DB/AL

PJ detains 11 in illegal 
money exchange
THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has detained 

11 people involved in illegal curren-
cy exchange activities in local casinos. 
According to the PJ information, in an 
operation conducted last week during an 
afternoon and evening, the force questio-
ned a total of 101 people in Cotai casino 
venues, 11 (four men and seven women) 
of whom have been detained for further 
investigation.

The same source said that the operation 

involved 22 PJ criminal investigators who 
performed the investigation in Cotai and 
neighboring areas over about four hours. 

The PJ also said that the 11 detainees, 
all mainland residents, as well as a woman 
who was found illegally attempting to 
profit off gamblers by giving them betting 
tips in a casino, were transferred to the 
Public Security Police Force immigration 
department for deportation to mainland 
China. RM
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Lawmaker Sulu Sou seen at the Legislative Assembly

AMCM warns 
of unlicensed 
financial services

THE Monetary Authority of Macao (AMCM) 
has again called on the general public to be 

aware of unlicensed financial services providers 
in the territory, in order to avoid possible fraud 
and unnecessary financial loss.

The AMCM issued its warning in a statement 
over the weekend, following the discovery of at 
least two unauthorized companies attempting 
to enter the market.

The Monetary Authority said that one of the 
firms, named DPOEX, had not been authorized 
to operate in the Macau SAR. The firm’s website 
was unavailable when the Times tried to access 
it yesterday.

A second firm, called Asia International Se-
curities Exchange, also had not received au-
thorization to provide financial services in the 
territory. The AMCM said it had noticed the 
company was attempting to open a branch in 
Macau.

Pursuant to the Financial System Legal Fra-
mework, only duly authorized financial insti-
tutions may carry out financial activities in the 
Macau SAR. However, the unauthorized exercise 
by any person or entity of transactions reserved 
for supervised financial institutions constitu-
tes a “serious infringement” and a fine of up to 
MOP5 million.

The AMCM again warns the public that they 
must conduct their financial transactions throu-
gh authorized financial institutions in order to 
avoid fraud and unreasonable damage. DB

Sulu Sou: old districts need 
better pedestrian access
LAWMAKER Sulu Sou has 

issued an interpellation 
asking the government to 
refine pedestrian facilities as 
part of their “walking first” 
policy.

In a related social media 
post, the lawmaker pointed 
out that the historical factors 
affecting older districts shou-
ld not serve as an excuse for 
the government’s lack of ac-
tion. The democrat hoped his 
interpellation would shine 
a spotlight on the problems 
faced by older districts.

However, in the same in-
terpellation, the lawmaker 
also complimented the go-
vernment’s contributions, 
such as improving and ad-
ding accessible facilities, and 
connecting different districts 
with modernized pedestrian 
supports.

The work is good, the 
lawmaker noted, as it provi-
des a green travel option and 
helps the city develop sustai-
nably.

However, Sou pointed out 
that older districts, especially 

those on the west side of the 
Macau Peninsula, have poor 
pedestrian access. He sug-
gested that improvements to 
the walkways in these distric-
ts are required.

The lawmaker cited the 
situation in Rua do Viscon-
de Paço de Arcos and Calca-
da do Botelho, among other 
streets in the Inner Harbor 
district, because his office 
was located in that area, Sou 

explained frankly.
Sidewalks have been ab-

sent on the parking lot side 
of Rua do Visconde Paço de 
Arcos. Sou understands the 
problem of limited space, 
but thinks the government 
should reconsider their lo-
cation in order to safeguard 
pedestrians.

Meanwhile, buses fre-
quent Calcada do Botelho. 
They must accelerate to 

climb the slope, exposing pe-
destrians crossing at the top 
of the slope to potential dan-
ger. Sou urged the govern-
ment to make improvements 
to the area.

Finally, the lawmaker 
asked the government to im-
prove pedestrian routes and 
facilities to improve access to 
the city center and the Horte 
e Costa district from the In-
ner Harbor.  AL
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Macau ferry services cut Hong Kong 
routes amid bridge competition
ANTHONY LAM

F
ERRY service provider 
Cotai Water Jet has de-
cided to cut a total of six 
daily sailings between 

Macau and Hong Kong, effecti-
ve from October 1, the operator 
announced on Friday. The ad-
justment concerns both city and 
airport routes and is believed 
connected to the growing number 
of travelers using the Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge.

From October 1, the ferry ope-
rator will cancel its 7 a.m. sailing 
from the Taipa Ferry Terminal to 
the Hong Kong Macau Ferry Ter-
minal at Sheung Wan. Its 9:30 p.m. 
sailing from Sheung Wan, Hong 
Kong, to Taipa will also be cance-
led starting from the same date.

Starting from October 2, the 
operator’s 8:15 a.m. sailing from 
China Ferry Terminal located at 
Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong Kong, to 
Taipa will no longer run. An af-
ternoon sailing, at 4:30 p.m. from 
Taipa to Sheung Wan, will be can-
celed from the same day.

As for the Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport route, the company 

is cutting the 2:15 p.m. sailing to 
Taipa and the 10:55 a.m. Taipa to 
HKIA sailing.

The operator did not explain 
the reason behind the cancelled 

sailings in its announcement.
Meanwhile, its competitor, 

TurboJET, is operating only two 
sailings from the Hong Kong air-
port to Macau Outer Harbor Ferry 

Terminal, and three in the opposi-
te direction. 

Sailings between Sheung Wan 
and the Outer Harbor have also 
been cut. Before the start of this 

month, sailings on this route set 
off every 15 minutes normally. 
Currently, the interval between 
each sailing ranges from between 
20 to 30 minutes.

TurboJET’s parent company, 
Shun Tak Holdings, pointed out 
in its interim report that the ferry 
operator had lost HKD70 million 
in the first half of this year, com-
pared with a profit of HKD186 
million in same period last year. 
Some 4.6 million passengers were 
transferred in the first half of 2019, 
equating to a drastic 32% decline.

The Hong Kong Stock Exchan-
ge-listed corporation attributed 
the falls to “changing travel pat-
terns resulting from the opening 
of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge (HKZMB) in 2018.” The 
bridge opened in October last 
year.

In order to combat the situa-
tion, the company pointed out 
its diversification of travel rou-
tes, such as launching the Tai-
pa-Kowloon route in March this 
year. It expects the opening of the 
Light Rail Transit will attract more 
travelers to opt for arriving at Ma-
cau via the Taipa Ferry Terminal, 
which is adjacent to a station on 
the train network.

The company is part of a con-
sortium running shuttle services 
over the HKZMB. In the first half 
of this year, the consortium re-
ceived HKD70 million in revenue 
from a fleet of 142 vehicles.
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Macau suitable for 
red culture tourism, 
says local actress
L

OCAL Macau 
actress Jewel 
Lee, who is 
also the chair-

man of the Macao Pa-
triotic Education Base 
Preparatory Commi-
ttee, said that Macau 
has the conditions to 
strongly promote red 
culture tourism, accor-
ding to a report by pu-
blic broadcaster TDM. 

Red culture was 
created by Chinese 
communists during 
the revolutionary war 
era in mainland China. 
Red culture tourism 
is a type of tourism 
which has been at the 
center of mainland 
China’s tourism propa-
ganda. It means taking 
Chinese people to visit 
places with elements 
of Chinese commu-
nism. 

Born in mainland 
China and moving to 

Macau later, Lee noted 
that the mainland has 
heavily developed its 
red culture tourism in 
recent years and that 
Macau is also equi-
pped with the condi-
tions for this type of 
tourism. 

While proposing 
the building of a pa-
triotic education base 
in town, Lee said that 
the establishment 
could take advantage 
of the celebrations of 
the 70th anniversary 
of China and the 20th 
anniversary of Macau 
handover.

“The base in Ma-
cau could become a 
leading base to be on 
display in the long 
term, [together] with 
the over 300 ‘loving 
the country’ bases in 
mainland China. It can 
bring content from 
both Macau’s history 

and Macau’s ‘loving 
the country’ to main-
land China.” 

Last month, the 
committee signed a 
cooperation agree-
ment with the China 
Reform Foundation 
(CRF), in Beijing, con-
cerning the establish-
ment of a patriotic 
education base in Ma-
cau.

Based on the coo-
peration agreement, 
Macau primary and 
middle schools will be 
led on a tour of Beijing 
in order to learn about 
the country’s develop-
ment. 

According to Lee, 
her organization is still 
looking for a location 
in Macau to build their 
base. The organization 
will reveal its decision 
before the 20th anni-
versary of the Macau 
handover. JZ

MGTO holds special seminar to 
mark Contest’s 30th edition

THE Macau Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 

held a special seminar on 
the design and production 
of fireworks on Sunday in 
order to mark the 30th edi-
tion of the Macao Interna-
tional Fireworks Display 
Contest this year. The semi-
nar was held at the Macao 
Contemporary Art Centre – 
Navy Yard No.2.

Kim Moon Tong, a repre-
sentative of the Fireworks 
Display Contest’s pyro-

technic consultancy, and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Pyromagic Multi-media 
Productions Limited, Wil-
son Mao, were invited to 
share the process of manu-
facturing display fireworks 
shells with about 50 atten-
dees. They also discussed 
preparations and safety 
concerns for the competi-
tion, as well as essentials for 
fireworks appreciation.

According to the MGTO, 
the seminar offered the pu-

blic an interesting glimpse 
into the story and actual 
preparations behind the 
scenes of the Fireworks Dis-
play Contest, and widened 
their knowledge about fi-
reworks in general.

The Office also said that 
it hoped such events would 
help to blend tourism pro-
ducts with culture and crea-
tivity, and thereby promote 
the commercialization of 
the cultural and creative in-
dustries.
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4,000 young 
participants to tour 
Greater Bay Area cities

A group of around 4,000 young people from 
Greater Bay Area will visit three Chinese 
mainland cities within the region this weekend, 
on September 21 and 22. The group, organized 
by the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area Youth Association, will set out from 
Hong Kong for Guangzhou, Foshan and 
Jiangmen via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge. During the two-day trip, the participants 
will experience local life and visit well-known 
local enterprises, according to state media 
Xinhua. The activity aims to celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the People’s 
Republic of China, enhance Hong Kong and 
Macau young people’s understanding of the 
development of the country, and promote 
communication among young people in the 
region, the organizing association said. “The 
Greater Bay Area prepares vast space and 
opportunities for Hong Kong youngsters to 
explore. We hope to provide a platform where 
young people from both Hong Kong and the 
Chinese mainland can exchange views and 
understand more,” said Angus Ng, chairman of 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area Youth Association.

Guangdong customs seize 
smuggled bird’s nests

Customs police in southern China’s 
Guangdong Province has detained 11 
suspects who allegedly smuggled edible 
bird’s nests. Around 620 kilograms of bird’s 
nests, which are highly prized due to their 
nutritional value, were seized in an operation 
last week by customs police and public 
security departments in the Tier-1 cities of 
Guangzhou and Shenzhen. According to 
customs, more than 2 million yuan (about 
$280,000) involved in the case was frozen 
and several smuggling gangs were busted. 
Customs police said buyers had purchased 
bird’s nests in Indonesia and Malaysia in April 
2017, and gangs had later smuggled the nests 
into China for profiteering.

Guangzhou to establish
innovation platforms 
with Hong Kong, Macau

More than 10 collaborative innovation 
platforms have been planned to be built in 
Guangzhou by 2021, with assistance from 
Hong Kong and Macau, local authorities 
said, according to state media Xinhua. In 
the next three years, Guangzhou will set 
an overall goal to build the international 
innovation and technology hub, and the 
comprehensive national science center in 
the Greater Bay Area. Besides, Guangzhou 
will join hands with over 25 partners such as 
global universities and scientific research 
institutions, and build over 60 international 
scientific and technological cooperation 
bases by the end of 2021, according to the 
Guangzhou municipal science and technology 
bureau. A series of measures, both financial 
and administrative, will be taken to boost 
such cooperation. Collaborative innovation 
platforms will be established to encourage 
the industry-university-research cooperation 
among enterprises, universities, hospitals and 
institutes, the bureau said. Guangzhou is also 
exploring the prospect of building a special 
science and technology cooperation zone in 
its Nansha District as a demonstrative base 
for inland, Hong Kong and Macau interaction. 
Chinese authorities in February 2019 unveiled 
the outline development plan for the Greater 
Bay Area, aiming to develop the region into a 
hub of high-quality development.

Guangdong’s Greater Bay cities say  they are equipped for Macau cooperation 
JULIE ZHU

S
INCE the release of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong- 
Macau Greater Bay Area 
outline plan earlier this 

year, Guangdong has become 
better equipped to cooperate 
with Macau, representatives of 
businesses and the government 
told a delegation from Macau 
last week.

Led by the Liaison Office of 
Macau, a delegation of 13 Por-
tuguese and English media em-
ployees from Macau paid a visit 
to four Greater Bay Area cities 
in Guangdong province: Guan-
gzhou, Dongguan, Zhongshan 
and Zhuhai.

In Guangzhou, the delega-
tion visited the Guangzhou 
Tower, TIT Creative Park We-
Chat Headquarters, the Hong 
Kong and Macau Youth Vo-
lunteer Center, and the GAC 
Group. In Dongguan, the dele-
gation was introduced to China 
Spallation Neutron Source and 
China International Robotics 
Base. Afterwards, the group vi-
sited ShenZhong Link Adminis-
tration Center, which showca-
sed the bridge between Zhon-
gshan and Shenzhen. Lastly, 
the delegation visited ASun Yi-
chuang Space Business Incuba-
tion Base and the Mingyang 
Wisdom Energy Group Ltd. 

The three-day visit uncove-
red efforts by the abovementio-
ned cities to improve and pur-
sue deeper development with 
the Macau SAR.

At the Guangzhou Tower, the 
Guangzhou municipal autho-
rity for Greater Bay Area affairs 
revealed to the media that the 
province has much to learn 
from the two special adminis-
trative regions.

In particular, Guangzhou 
wishes to learn from Macau 
and Hong Kong with respect to 
business environments, becau-
se the SARs “are fully connected 
to the global market. A distance 
between mainland China and 
the SARs still exists in that as-
pect, although mainland China 
has already reformed its busi-
ness environment,” a represen-
tative of the municipal authori-
ty, surnamed Zhang, said. 

“Having different legal sys-
tems and institutions in three 
places is a challenge, but also 
an opportunity for us,” said the 
official. “Now, we are learning 
from Hong Kong and Macau’s 
advanced experience in terms 
of business environment, trade 
and investment, and science 
and technology innovation.”

“Exchanges in scientific 
and technological innovation, 
financial cooperation, trade 
exhibition and culture have 
been continuously enhanced. 

We look forward to working 
with more entrepreneurs in 
Macau to integrate the whole 
industrial chain of the new ge-
neration of information tech-
nology, artificial intelligence, 
biomedicine, new energy, new 
materials and other industries.” 

But the representative added 
that, in future, “Guangzhou will 
become the best investment 
choice for entrepreneurs.” 
Guangzhou is already working 
to improve its business envi-
ronment. Currently, Guang-
dong is proactively promoting 
mutual recognition of profes-
sional certifications with both 
SARs.

According to the municipal 
authority, as of first half of 2019, 
Macau had invested in 445 pro-
jects in Guangzhou, totaling 

$1.645 billion (13.25 billion 
patacas) in contracted foreign 
investment and $681 million 
in actual foreign investment. 
Guangzhou in turn invested in 
a total of 31 Macau enterprises, 
with an agreed investment of 
$216 million.

Broadly speaking, economic 
and research activity is war-
ming up on the mainland side 
of the Greater Bay Area. Here 
are some of the other develo-
pments the Macau delegation 
heard about on its trip:

SHENZHONG LINK TO 
SLASH TRAVEL TIMES 

ShenZhong Link, a 51-kilo-
meter eight-lane link between 
the Greater Bay Area cities of 
Shenzhen and Zhongshan, is 
expected to shorten the tra-

vel time between Macau and 
Shenzhen to one hour. 

ShenZhong Link is a project 
that will integrate bridges, is-
lands, a tunnel and underwater 
interchanges. The project, whi-
ch starts at the airport inter-
change of Guangzhou-Shen-
zhen Coastal Expressway and 
will connect with Shenzhen’s 
Bao’an Airport, is expected to 
be completed in 2024.  

The bridge will form an 
A-shape in the Pearl River 
Delta, similar to the Y-shape 
formed by the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge. Shen-
zhen, a Tier-1 city in China, 
was notably omitted from the 
HKZMB project.

Currently, transportation 
between Shenzhen and Zhon-
gshan depends greatly on Hu-
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bei Bridge, which is located north 
of the planned ShenZhong Link. 
Once ShenZhong Link is opened 
to the public, the land-based tra-
vel time between Zhongshan and 
Shenzhen will be shortened from 
the current 2 hours down to 30 mi-
nutes.  

ShenZhong Link, which is also 
known as Shenzhen Zhongshan 
Bridge, has an estimated budget 
of RMB20 billion. Analysis from 
mainland China predicts the bri-
dge will be more economically ef-
fective than the HKZMB. 

DONGGUAN AND ZHONGSHAN 
STARTUP INCUBATORS 

Established in October 2016, 
the ASun Yichuang Space Business 
Incubation Base in Zhongshan 
has already incubated 25 Macau 
startups. Currently, the center is 

working with eight Macau star-
tups. In addition to the eight Ma-
cau startups being incubated at 
the base, 90 other projects are also 
in gestation.

Occupying 8,000 square meters 
of floorspace, the incubation base 
offers startup teams an entrepre-
neurship academy, multi-func-
tional demonstration hall and an 
operation area, among other faci-
lities.

While the Zhongshan base 
has already incubated 25 Macau 
teams, Xbot Park, a startup in-
cubator located in Dongguan, is 
still awaiting its first project from 
Macau. Xbot Park focuses in robo-
tics and smart hardware. It coope-
rates with top universities across 
the mainland, Hong Kong and 
overseas, aiming to help talented 
startups in incubators connect 

with each other. 
While there has been no colla-

boration between XBot Park and 
entities in Macau so far, 20% of 
the park’s current teams are from 
Hong Kong.  

Most Macau startups are found 
in the fields of e-commerce, me-
dia, IT, and cultural planning, of-
ficials told the Macau delegation.

WORLD’S FOURTH SPALLATION 
NEUTRON SOURCE

The first neutron source faci-
lity in a developing country and 
the fourth worldwide, the China 
Spallation Neutron Source (CSNS) 
is expected to have positive effect 
on promoting science, high-tech 
development and national securi-
ty, as well as on attracting more 
cooperation from all over the wor-
ld, including Macau. 

Located in Dongguan, CSNS 
currently employs more than 400 
scientists and engineers. As of 
today, CSNS has not yet coopera-
ted with entities from Macau, but 
looks forward to it, a representati-
ve of CSNS told the Macau delega-
tion.

This is the fourth Spallation 
Neutron Source facility in the 
world, following others in the 
U.K., U.S. and Japan. This facility 
will be open to the whole world 
once it’s completed. 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE CENTER  
FOR MACAU, HK YOUNG ADULTS

Established in May this year, 
the Hong Kong and Macau Youth 
Support Center serves Hong Kong 
and Macau people who are aged 
45 years and younger.  This is the 
first support center of its kind for 

people from the two SARs in the 
whole of Guangdong Province.

The center provides legal con-
sultancy, legal promotional cam-
paigns and legal assistance among 
other mainland law-related ma-
tters to Hong Kong and Macau 
young people, seeking to starting 
businesses or other projects in 
Guangzhou.

The center has four service 
counters, two of which are for SAR 
youth exclusively.

Macau Daily Times visited the 
officials and businesses in the four 
Greater Bay Area cities of Guan-
gzhou, Zhuhai, Dongguan and 
Zhongshan as part of an organized 
tour at the invitation of the Central 
People’s Government Liaison Of-
fice of the Macao Special Adminis-
trative Region.
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Hospital staff rally for protest 
campaign after new violence

BNP Paribas apologizes for employee’s post on HK unrest
ALFRED LIU & BEI HU

BNP Paribas SA became 
the latest global firm 

to be dragged into the ten-
sions roiling Hong Kong 
after the French lender 
publicly apologized for a 
posting on an employee’s 
personal social media ac-
count.

The lender’s statement 
on its website came after 
an unidentified employee 

made remarks on Facebook 
about a pro-Beijing group 
singing the Chinese natio-
nal anthem at a shopping 
mall in the city’s central 
business district last week, 
according to a person fami-
liar with the situation, who 
asked not to be identified 
discussing a private matter.

“We have spoken to the 
employee, who has since 
deleted the post, and we 
have taken immediate ac-

tion regarding this matter,” 
the bank said in a state-
ment, without elaborating 
on the content of the pos-
ting or the actions it took.

BNP said that while it 
respects its employees’ 
freedom of expression, it 
does not tolerate langua-
ge that is “disrespectful,” 
and strongly condemns 
any action or behavior that 
contributes to division. The 
bank declined to elabora-

te beyond its comments 
when asked about them 
yesterday.

Foreign lenders are ha-
ving to tread more carefully 
as tensions rise in the for-
mer British colony, where 
protests opposing an extra-
dition bill have morphed 
into a mass repudiation 
of China’s hold over Hong 
Kong. JPMorgan Chase & 
Co., which is in the process 
of building its presence in 

China, recently told some 
staff to ensure that they 
don’t refer to Hong Kong, 
Macau or self-governing 
Taiwan as separate coun-
tries in research reports.

Major banks including 
HSBC Holdings Plc and 
Standard Chartered Plc 
last month broke their si-
lence, calling for a peaceful 
resolution to differences in 
the city, via newspaper ad-
vertisements published in 

local papers.
Some verbal and physi-

cal scuffles broke out last 
week during an afternoon 
sing-off between groups 
singing the Chinese natio-
nal anthem and others sin-
ging “Glory to Hong Kong,” 
which some demonstrators 
see as Hong Kong’s an-
them, at the centrally loca-
ted IFC mall, according to 
footage broadcast on Cable 
TV. BLOOMBERG

HUNDREDS of medical staff 
at one of Hong Kong’s main 

public hospitals rallied yesterday 
to support months of protests for 
democratic reforms and denou-
nce police use of force, after new 
violence over the weekend rocked 
the semi-autonomous Chinese 
territory.

Staff at the Prince of Wales Hos-
pital, many wearing black surgical 
masks, sang protest songs, chan-
ted slogans and formed a human 
chain, urging the government to 
resolve the conflict by acceding 
to protesters’ demands, including 
direct elections for the city’s lea-
der and police accountability.

“I hope Hong Kong will be pea-
ceful again. I hope police will stop 
indiscriminate arrests and their 
excessive use of force,” said a nur-
se who wanted to be identified 
only as Ching.

Hospital staff have held several 
rallies in support of the protest 
movement. However, about 500 
doctors in a letter published in 
two newspapers on Monday su-
pported the police handling of the 
crisis and said violence shouldn’t 
be glorified.

The hospital rally came after a 
pro-democracy march on Sunday 
in downtown Hong Kong descen-
ded into chaos.

Thousands of people, black-
-clad masked protesters alongsi-
de families with children, defied 
a police ban and peacefully mar-
ched 2 kilometers from the Cau-
seway Bay shopping district to the 
central business district. Police 
had turned down the march per-
mit, but the demonstrators were 
undeterred, as they have been all 
summer.

Some protesters later burned 
Chinese flags and vandalized 
subway stations. Hundreds of 
them targeted government buil-
dings, throwing bricks and gasoli-
ne bombs through police barriers. 
Police responded by firing volleys 
of tear gas and using water can-
non trucks to spray pepper-laced 
water as well as blue liquid that 
helped police identify offenders. 
Protesters retreated but regrou-
ped in cat-and-mouse battles 
lasting a few hours before calm 
returned.

Pro-Beijing supporters turned 
up at the North Point and For-

tress Hill neighborhoods late Sun-
day, leading to brawls. Police said 
Monday that people used ham-
mers and other weapons to attack 
each other, leading to a number of 
injuries and forcing police to de-
ploy tear gas.

Police official Tse Chun-Chung 
said “radical protesters escala-
ted their violent acts” including 
throwing more than 80 gasoline 
bombs in the melee Sunday, brie-
fly setting a water cannon on fire. 
He said some landed on other de-
monstrators.

In one case, he said protesters 
hurled gasoline bombs at two po-
lice officers, who were forced to 
take out their pistols as a warning. 
Tse said the mob also assaulted 
pro-government supporters, in-
cluding a man who was beaten 
until he was unconscious.

Police have detained 89 peo-
ple since Friday, bringing the to-
tal arrests to 1,453 since the pro-
tests started in June, he said. He 
said police will step up enforce-
ment, and that “everyone is a lo-
ser” with the persistent violence.

The Hospital Authority said 28 
people were hospitalized Sun-
day.

The government has slammed 
the illegal acts. It reiterated in a 
statement Sunday that violence 
would only harm the communi-
ty and that it was sincerely trying 
to solve problems through a dia-
logue.

The anti-government protes-
ts, sparked by an extradition bill 
that many Hong Kong residents 
see as an example of the terri-
tory’s autonomy being eroded 
under Chinese rule, have been 

increasingly marked by violence 
and clashes with police.

The government’s decision 
this month to withdraw the bill 
was seen by the protesters as too 
little, too late. Their demands 
have widened, and some of the 
more confrontational protesters 
defend violence as necessary be-
cause peaceful demonstrations 
haven’t resulted in change.

In Geneva, Hong Kong 
lawmaker Tanya Chan urged 
the U.N. Human Rights Council 
to probe alleged police brutality 
against protesters. Chan said po-
lice, who have called protesters 
cockroaches, were carrying out 
“pest control to curb free spee-
ch.”

The unrest has battered Hong 
Kong’s economy, which was al-
ready reeling from the U.S.-Chi-

na trade war. It is also seen as an 
embarrassment to Beijing, whi-
ch has accused foreign powers of 
fomenting the unrest.

Protesters have vowed to keep 
up their protests ahead of the 
Oct. 1 celebration of the ruling 
Chinese Communist Party’s 70th 
year in power. The Civil Human 
Rights Front, whose permit for 
the Sunday march was denied, 
plans rallies on Sept. 28 and Oct. 
1. Several previous rallies organi-
zed by the group drew massive 
crowds.

Eric Lai, coordinator for the 
group, said police have banned 
its rallies to silence peaceful 
protesters but that it only led to 
more anger.

“Dialogue is meaningless if the 
government refuses to respond to 
the people’s demands,” he said. AP
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CORPORATE BITS
St. Regis to revive ‘Stories of the Sea’ special seafood menu

SpaChina magazine re-
cently hosted the SpaChina 
Awards 2019, gathering to-
gether China’s leading spa 
and wellness professionals, 
as well as highly respected 
judges from the industry. 
The Spa at Wynn received 

The St. Regis Macao will of-
fer a special menu featuring 
seafood from around the 
world at the hotel’s signa-
ture restaurant, The Manor. 
The six-course dinner menu 
is called “Stories of the Sea – 

Wynn Macau spa treatment recognized 
as ‘Most Creative’ by SpaChina

inspiration from China’s rich 
heritage of tea, “Beau-TEA 
Ritual” combines tea, which 
is well known for its antioxi-
dant properties, and Chine-
se acupressure techniques 
to counteract the effects of 
pollution, melt away tension 
and provide a refreshing, 
glowing appearance. 

Jennifer Simms, Executive 
Director of Spa Operations 
for Wynn Macau and Wynn 
Palace Cotai said, “The award 
recognizes the exceptio-
nal service delivered by our 
team and is an affirmation 
of the unparalleled customer 
experience that our gues-
ts enjoy while they are with 
us. We are also very pleased 
that The Spa at Wynn is very 
well received by the Chinese 
market.”

ned the menu even further 
to showcase a new range of 
the finest ingredients from 
the sea, including, Sicilian red 
prawns and bluefin tuna from 
Spain.

Balfegó bluefin tuna, with 
its full flavor and firm textu-
re, is the center of the menu. 
Served lightly marinated with 
balsamic vinegar and with 
kale, the tuna is then finished 
off with Sichuan pepper oil to 
draw out its inherent richness.

Other dishes include 
Hokkaido sea urchin with 
ocean trout roe, Sicilian red 
prawns and  the much-ado-
red “Glacier 51” Toothfish. 

The  set dinner is MOP788 
(plus MOP400 with wine) per 
person.

the highly regarded “Most 
Creative Body Treatment” 
award from SpaChina this 
year for its “Beau-TEA Ri-
tual.” 

The “Beau-TEA Ritual” was 
specially curated by The Spa 
at Wynn team. Drawing on 

The Second Chapter.”
The “first chapter” of the 

set menu was well recei-
ved by connoisseurs all over 
the city. As such, chef David 
King, Director of Culinary 
at the restaurant, has refi-

Pernod Ricard SA Chief Executive Alexandre Ricard

Next Trump tariffs may soon 
hit Europe’s luxury exporters
BRYCE BASCHUK

S
OME of Europe’s top lu-
xury brands are targeted in 
President Donald Trump’s 
latest tariff salvo, which 

could affect billions of dollars 
in exports of American-bound 
whiskeys, wine, Champagne, han-
dbags and men’s suits.

A panel of three World Trade 
Organization arbiters, as expec-
ted, said Friday the U.S. can legally 
impose tariffs on an array of Eu-
ropean exports in retaliation for 
Europe’s illegal government aid 
to Airbus SE. EU sources say they 
expect the WTO arbiters to publi-
cly circulate a report by month’s 
end that will allow new U.S. du-
ties on a range of goods worth $5 
billion to $7 billion per year, while 
Trump has threatened tariffs on 
$11 billion.

Shares of French luxury con-
glomerate LVMH fell as much as 
4.4% on Monday in Paris, with 
Airbus dropping as much as 5.4%. 
Continuing political turmoil in 
Hong Kong and a slowing Chine-
se economy have also weighed 
on European fashion and drinks 
companies.

Washington’s response is ex-
pected within days after the WTO’s 
green light for retaliation. The U.S. 
has identified possible targets - 
with tariffs potentially as high as 
100% - on a list of goods with a 
total export value of $25 billion a 
year. Though the most valuable 
goods on the U.S. list are expor-
ts of European aircraft and parts, 
the tariffs could also hit products 
made by Europe’s most recogni-
zed high-end brands.

LVMH is particularly vulnera-
ble to the proposed U.S. levies, 
which target two of its primary 

product lines - wine and spirits 
like Dom Perignon, Moet & Chan-
don and Hennessy - and leather 
goods under labels such as Donna 
Karan, Givenchy, Kenzo, and Louis 
Vuitton.

EXPENSIVE TASTES
The U.S. market for luxury 

goods is among the top destina-
tions for European companies 
like LVMH where the U.S. made 
up almost a quarter of its total 
global sales last year. American 
shoppers bought 11.2 billion eu-
ros ($12.4 billion) worth of goods 
from LVMH in 2018, according to 
Bloomberg data.

LVMH Chief Financial Officer 
Jean-Jacques Guiony said that the 
company is “sensitive to tariffs 
and trade barriers,” during a con-
ference call in July.

New tariffs will increase costs 
that will undoubtedly be passed 
on to U.S. consumers, said Luca 

Marotta, the CFO of Paris-Based 
Remy Cointreau SA, which pro-
duces Remy Martin cognac, Coin-
treau, Passoa and Mount Gay rum.

“If the tariff increase will ha-
ppen, I repeat myself, we will 
increase prices at the same mo-
ment,” Marotta said during a July 
17 conference call.

Trump’s planned EU tariffs are 
unique for his administration be-
cause, unlike the trade war he star-
ted against China, the U.S. will be 
applying duties explicitly authori-
zed by the WTO, an organization 
he’s threatened to withdraw from 
if it doesn’t reform.

The dispute between Toulouse, 
France-based Airbus and Chica-
go-based Boeing Co. encapsulates 
a criticism from Trump and others 
- that the WTO is a slow-moving 
bureaucracy - because it’s a case 
that’s taken about 15 years to re-
solve.

European beverage producers 

are already reeling from the un-
certainty stemming from Trump’s 
repeated threats to slap new tariffs 
on wine, liquor and other alcohol.

The Trump administration is 
currently evaluating whether to 
penalize French wine and other 
goods in response to France’s tax 
on digital companies like Ama-
zon.com Inc., Facebook Inc., and 
Alphabet Inc.’s Google.

“The degree of uncertainty 
has somewhat notched up a little 
bit,” said Pernod Ricard SA Chief 
Executive Alexandre Ricard on an 
Aug. 26 conference call.

Paris-based Pernod Ricard 
produces top-shelf wines, bitters, 
whiskeys, spirits, cognac, brandies 
and rum.

The impact of Trump’s tariffs 
will also have an unwelcome ef-
fect on Scotch whisky producers, 
which are already girding for the 
fallout of a potentially messy no-
-deal Brexit.

The EU exported $2.1 billion 
worth of Irish and Scotch whiskeys 
to the U.S. in 2018, according to 
data provided by the Geneva-ba-
sed International Trade Center.

Many U.S. exporters oppose 
the Trump administration’s pro-
posed tariffs, which they say could 
boomerang and jeopardize thou-
sands of American jobs.

WHISKEY SHOT
U.S. whiskey producers have 

already become collateral dama-
ge from Trump’s steel and alumi-
num tariffs - which spurred the 
EU to retaliate with a 25% tariff on 
U.S. bourbon and whiskey. What’s 
more, the EU has threatened fur-
ther penalties on $12 billion worth 
of whiskey and other U.S. expor-
ts stemming from a related WTO 
dispute over U.S. subsidies to 
Boeing Co.

“Depending on the level of ta-
riffs imposed on EU spirits and 
wine, we estimate it could ne-
gatively impact U.S. businesses, 
leading up to a loss of jobs from 
11,200 to even 78,600 jobs across 
the United States,” said Chris 
Swonger, the president and CEO 
of the Distilled Spirits Council.

There are two ways the EU can 
avoid new tariffs from the long-
-running aircraft dispute with the 
U.S.: by ending its illegal subsidies 
for Airbus, or reaching a settle-
ment agreement.

Though U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Robert Lighthizer and the cur-
rent European Trade Commissio-
ner Cecilia Malmstrom have both 
welcomed the idea of negotiating 
a settlement, talks to resolve the 
issue haven’t begun.

Those negotiations could be-
come more difficult after Malms-
trom cedes her post on Nov. 1 to 
Phil Hogan, a hard-nosed Irish 
trade negotiator who’s pledged to 
take a more pugnacious approach 
to EU-U.S. trade relations.

In a Sept. 10 interview with RTE 
radio, Hogan said “we are going to 
do everything we possibly can to 
get Mr. Trump to see the error of 
his ways.” BLOOMBERG
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GLOBAL economy mount, 
piling pressure on the au-

thorities to do more to support 
growth.

Industrial output rose 4.4% 
from a year earlier in August, the 
lowest for a single month since 
2002, while retail sales came in 
below expectations. Fixed-asset 
investment slowed to 5.5% in 
the first eight months, with the 
private sector lagging state in-
vestment for the 6th month.

The data add support to the 
argument that policy makers’ 
efforts to brake the slowing eco-
nomy aren’t sufficient as the 
nation grapples with structural 
downward pressure at home, 
the risk of yet-higher tariffs on 
exports to the U.S. and now 
surging oil prices. Nomura In-
ternational Ltd. said this all rai-
ses the likelihood that the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China will cut its 
medium-term lending rate on 
Tuesday.

Oil Jumps Most on Record 
After Attack Cuts Saudi Arabian 
Supply

“In terms of policy room, we 
still think there’s quite a lot for 
both the Ministry of Finance 
and the PBOC, but now it’s a 
matter of whether they want to 
use it,” Helen Qiao, chief Grea-
ter China economist at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch said on 
Bloomberg television. “What 
I worry about is that policy 
makers are hesitating at the mo-
ment because of the potential 
implications on the long term 
impact, so they’re really fallen 
behind the curve.”

The Shanghai Composite 
swung between gains and los-
ses before closing for lunch up 
0.1%. Futures contracts on Chi-
na’s 10-year government bond 
erased loss of 0.28% to trade 
0.09% higher.

The slowdown in output was 
almost across the board, with 
food processing and general 
equipment manufacturing un-
changed from last year. Car ou-
tput rose after declining for four 
months. Growth in sales of con-
sumer goods slowed to 7.2%, 
the lowest since April this year, 
but there was an increase in 
food sales. The unemployment 
rate fell to 5.2% from 5.3% in 
July, within the narrow band it 
has occupied all year even amid 
the slowdown.

The record oil price surge af-
ter a strike on a Saudi Arabian 
oil facility couldn’t have come 
at a worse time for China and a 
world economy already in the 
grip of a deepening downturn. 
While the severity of the impact 
will depend on how long the 
oil price spike endures, it risks 
further eroding fragile business 

and consumer confidence amid 
the ongoing U.S.-China dispute 
and already slowing global de-
mand.

Saudi Arabia is the largest 
single source of China’s crude 
oil imports, which in turn su-
pply about 70% of total demand.

After China’s data release yes-
terday by the National Bureau of 
Statistics, Citigroup Inc. lowered 
its growth forecast for the wor-
ld’s second-biggest economy 
to 6.2% for this year from 6.3% 
previously, and to 5.8% from 6% 
for 2020.

“We don’t expect a growth re-
bound in the fourth quarter any-
more, with the new forecast flat 
at 6.1% year on year,” wrote Yu 

Xiangrong, a Hong Kong-based 
economist with Citigroup, refer-
ring to the quarterly outlook. “In 
particular, we now hold a more 
cautious view on the recovery of 
infrastructure investment and 
retail sales.”

The People’s Bank of Chi-
na cut the amount of cash banks 
must hold as reserves this mon-
th to the lowest level since 2007, 
though it’s still holding off on 
cutting borrowing costs more 
broadly.

Some 265 billion yuan ($37.5 
billion) of 1-year loans from the 
PBOC to banks will mature on 
Tuesday. The central bank will 
likely roll-over at least some of 
these, giving it an opportunity 

to cut the rate it charges.
Analysts are divided on whe-

ther the PBOC would actually 
take the chance to cut. Some 
see the need for more signifi-
cant easing while the other ar-
gue the authorities would like to 
avoid announcing multiple sti-
mulus at once, and they’ll watch 
the U.S. Federal Reserve before 
taking any actions themselves. 
The Fed is expected to cut rates 
this week.

It’s getting more difficult to 
“safeguard 6%” expansion in 
the third quarter and growth 
will likely slow further from the 
pace in the second quarter, Chi-
na International Capital Corp. 
economists led by Eva Yi wrote 

in a note. Not only is it neces-
sary, but there is room to step 
up the intensity of counter-cy-
clical adjustment in a timely 
manner to make sure economic 
growth won’t slip below the tar-
geted growth range of 6-6.5%, Yi 
said.

There are likely to be more 
easing measures including cuts 
to banks’ reserve ratios and 
the PBOC’s mid-term lending 
rate, although that cut probably 
wouldn’t happen this week, said 
Peiqian Liu, China economist 
at Natwest Markets Plc in Sin-
gapore. The pace of economic 
slowdown is faster than expec-
ted and the impact of the trade 
war on Chinese manufacturers 
has been relatively big, she said.

Goodwill Talks
Negotiators from China and 

the U.S. plan to have two rounds 
of face-to-face negotiations in 
coming weeks. Both sides have 
taken steps to show goodwill, 
and U.S. officials are conside-
ring an interim deal to delay ta-
riffs with China, people familiar 
with the matter told Bloomberg.

However, even if those talks 
do go well and get the negotia-
tions back on track, it may not 
be enough.

“Even a reprieve on the trade 
front, with U.S. and Chinese ne-
gotiators back at the table, will 
not in itself cure China’s grow-
th malaise,” said Frederic Neu-
mann, co-head of Asian econo-
mics research at HSBC Holdin-
gs Plc in Hong Kong. “There is 
a growing risk that keeping the 
reins too tight may push growth 
much lower.” BLOOMBERG

China’s economy slows again, 
adding pressure for policy response
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Economy slows, stalling once 
thriving manufacturing

SOUTH KOREA

North-themed restaurant in Seoul removes Kim images
YOU can sell North Ko-

rean food in South Ko-
rea. But you’re likely to get 
into trouble if you decorate 
your restaurant with pictu-
res seen as praising North 
Korea.

Authorities say the ow-
ner of a restaurant under 
construction in Seoul “vo-
luntarily” removed signs 
with images of North Ko-
rean leaders and the North 
Korean flag from the res-
taurant’s exterior yesterday, 
after they were criticized 
on social media over the 
weekend.

Police quoted the owner 
as saying the North Korea-
-themed decorations were 
intended to attract atten-

tion and make the restau-
rant more profitable.

Police said they are 
looking at the possibili-
ty that the owner violated 
South Korea’s security law, 
under which praising Nor-
th Korea can be punished 
by up to seven years in pri-
son.

Full enforcement of the 
National Security Law has 
been rare in recent years as 
relations with North Korea 
have improved greatly sin-
ce the Cold War era. In the 
past, South Korean dicta-
tors often used the security 
law to imprison and torture 
dissidents until the country 
achieved democracy in the 
late 1980s.

Many restaurants in 
South Korea sell North 
Korean-style cold noo-
dles, dumplings and other 
food. But none is believed 
to have portraits of Kim 
Il Sung and Kim Jong Il, 
the late grandfather and 
father of current leader 
Kim Jong Un, or a North 
Korean flag.

The restaurant’s exte-
rior still has socialist-style 
propaganda paintings with 
parodies of North Korean 
slogans such as “More boo-
ze to comrades” or “Let’s 
bring about a great revolu-
tion in the development of 
side dishes.”

It wasn’t immediately 
clear whether the owner 

would remove those deco-
rations as well. The owner 
hasn’t expressed any inten-
tion of changing the restau-
rant’s concept, according 
to a Seoul police officer 
who requested anonymity, 
citing department rules.

The restaurant is being 
built in Seoul’s Hongdae 
neighborhood, a bustling 
area known for fancy bars 
and nightclubs.

Both police and local 
officials refused to reveal 
details about the owner, ci-
ting privacy concerns.

During a visit to the site, 
some residents expressed 
opposition to the restau-
rant, while others said they 
were curious about what it 

would be like once it opens.
“I think it is too early to 

do this kind of thing (dis-
playing portraits or the 
North Korean flag). But 

once this place opens for 
business I would come 
here purely out of curio-
sity,” said Park So-hyun, a 
company employee. AP

SHEIKH SAALIQ, NEW DELHI

A
NUJ Kapoor took over 
his father’s booming 
auto parts business in 
2012, hoping to elevate 

the company from selling to su-
ppliers to selling directly to car-
makers.

Seven years later, he’s had to lay 
off half his workers as drooping 
sales caused his profit to plummet 
by at least 80%.

Confidence in the Indian eco-
nomy is giving way to uncertainty 
as growth in the labor-intensive 
manufacturing sector has come to 
a near standstill, braking to 0.6% 
in the last quarter from 12.1% in 
the same period a year earlier.

The economy grew at its 
slowest annual pace in six years in 
April-June, 5%. Many economists 
believe Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s signature economic poli-
cies are at least partly to blame.

A surprise demonetization in 
2016 and the hasty rollout of a 
goods and services tax were dire 
blows to manufacturing, espe-
cially the auto industry. The fourth 
largest in the world, it’s a pillar of 
the Indian economy, contributing 
7.5% to the country’s GDP.

The industry employs almost 
37 million people and is on its way 
to shedding as many as a million 
jobs in the months ahead because 
of declining sales, according to the 
Auto Component Manufacturers 
Association of India.

Car deliveries in August dro-
pped 41% from a year earlier, tru-
ck and bus sales fell 39% and mo-
torcycle sales, a key indicator of 
the health of the economy in rural 
India, sank 22%.

“This is a trickle-down impact 
of the slowdown,” said the asso-
ciation’s director general Vinnie 
Mehta.

No segment of the industry has 
been spared. India’s biggest car-

maker, Maruti, has laid off 3,000 
temporary employees and shut 
down two of its plants for two 
days.

The 15 workers in Kapoor’s 
plant in a Delhi suburb make clut-
ch buttons used in heavy duty tru-
cks and tractors.

The first hit came in November 
2016, when Modi decided to pull 
86% of cash out of circulation to 
undermine black markets. At the 
time, nearly all transactions in In-
dia were conducted in cash. Seven 
months later, Modi’s government 
introduced a GST, goods and ser-
vices tax, forcing small businesses 
like Kapoor’s to quickly digitize 
their payment systems.

Mid-size and small businesses, 
the backbone of much of India’s 
economy, are still suffering from 
the combined consequences of 
both reforms, economists say.

India’s unemployment rate was 
3.4% when the GST was introdu-
ced in July 2017. As of the end of 
August, it was 8.4%, according to 
the Centre for Monitoring the In-
dian Economy, a Mumbai-based 
research firm.

“The auto components market 
still functions without any billing 
system and more than 50% of our 
market is still cash-driven,” said 
Kapoor. “How do we file tax retur-
ns when sellers don’t give us any 
bills?”

The sudden demonetization 
was the “biggest policy mistake 
of independent India,” says Jayati 
Ghosh, an economist at Jawahar-
lal Nehru University in Delhi. It 
drastically reduced consumption 
— the bedrock of India’s economy 
— “because people had no cash to 
pay.”

Supply chains, production and 

job markets were all disrupted, 
Ghosh said.

Measures of consumer con-
fidence have weakened amid 
growing pessimism over jobs and 
the economy in general.

“Demonetization pulled the 
rug under the feet of India’s cash 
economy and the informal sec-
tor was the worst hit. The much-
-hyped reform triggered the cur-
rent economic slowdown,” said 
Dr. Pronab Sen, India’s former 
chief economic adviser and the 
director of the India program at 
the London School of Economics’ 
International Growth Center.

Instead of improving govern-
ment finances, the GST and de-
monetization have undermined 
India’s financial stability.

To counter that, in August the 
Reserve Bank of India transferred 
$24 billion to the cash-starved 

government to help support sti-
mulus measures, prompting criti-
cism from opposition parties that 
it compromised the central bank’s 
autonomy.

Finance Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman recently announced 
piecemeal policy reforms to sti-
mulate the economy.

“We are conscious that we 
need to respond,” she said.

Even getting a clear picture of 
the overall economy is a challenge 
for policymakers given the huge 
size of India’s informal economy 
of day laborers and small busines-
ses.

For workers with no guarantee 
of a paycheck or other protec-
tions, the slowdown can mean 
just going hungry. Such troubles 
were evident on a recent morning 
at a worker pickup area about 25 
kilometers (15 miles) east of Delhi.

Mohammad Shamshad, a day 
laborer who moved his wife and 
three children from the northeas-
tern region of Uttar Pradesh to the 
Delhi region a decade ago, says he 
used to make nearly $200 a month 
— enough to feed his family and 
pay for schooling.

Now, he spends more time 
standing on a corner waiting 
for jobs than he does working, 
and averages less than half that 
amount.

“There is work for a day or two, 
and then nothing for the next five 
days,” he said. “Some days we 
have to sleep (on an) empty sto-
mach.” AP

Empty frames (right top and right center) are seen after the removal 
of the signs with the portrait of North Korean leaders
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ISRAEL is headed toward an 
unprecedented repeat election 

today with no guarantee that the 
do-over vote will produce a more 
decisive result than the inconclu-
sive one last April.

The Israeli electorate is deeply 
divided along religious, ethnic 
and ideological lines and the frag-
mented parliamentary system 
makes coalition building a tricky 
business.

In April, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu seemed to have 
a clear path to power with his ri-
ght-wing Likud and its traditional 
Jewish ultra-Orthodox and natio-
nalist allies securing a majority in 
the 120-seat parliament.

But when Avigdor Lieberman’s 
hard-line Yisrael Beitenu party 
objected to the religious parties’ 
excessive influence, Netanyahu 
was left with just 60 supporters — 
one short of a majority. Instead of 
allowing an alternative candidate 
a chance to form a government, 
he dissolved parliament and cal-
led another snap election.

Polls show Netanyahu’s Likud 
and his main challenger, the 
centrist Blue and White, in a 
head-to-head tight race. Both 
parties could struggle to form 
a majority coalition with their 
smaller allies.

A unity government between 
the two biggest parties may be 
the most reasonable way out of 
the gridlock, but Blue and White 

has vowed not to serve under Ne-
tanyahu because of his likely in-
dictment on corruption charges. 
Netanyahu, the longest serving 
leader in Israeli history, is unlikely 
to agree to sit in a government 
headed by anyone else.

Here’s a look at the various sce-
narios that could play out after to-
day’s vote:

NETANYAHU GETS TO 61
Netanyahu has been campaig-

ning furiously to boost support 
for his ruling Likud party so he 
can reach his stated goal of esta-
blishing a right-wing, nationalist 
government — without Lieber-
man.

He appears to be able to count 
on the support of two ultra-Or-
thodox parties and the newly uni-
fied pro-settler Yamina party.

The fringe, ultranationa-
list Jewish Power faction, led by 
followers of the late rabbi Meir 
Kahane, who advocated expelling 
Arabs from Israel and creating a 
Jewish theocracy, is polling at the 
minimum threshold for entering 
parliament. If it pushes through, it 
could put Netanyahu over the top 
and give him the reins once again.

Such a government would be 
the most nationalist in Israeli his-
tory and Netanyahu would likely 
require its members to support le-
gislation granting him immunity 
from looming corruption charges. 
But Netanyahu has previously 
been wary of leading governmen-
ts with slim majorities since it 

would leave him open to extor-
tion from individual lawmakers.

A ‘BLOCKING MAJORITY’
Opposition leader Benny 

Gantz has a far tougher path to 
the premiership.

Though his Blue and White 
party tied Likud with 35 seats in 
the April vote, and they are pre-
dicted to tie once again, the cen-
ter-left bloc is far more splintered.

Its more dovish parties aren’t 
likely to cooperate with Lieber-
man, and Arab parties have never 
sat in government and typically 
refrain from endorsing a candida-
te for prime minister.

Gantz’s best hope may be to 
edge Likud on election day, and 
then cobble together an informal 
alliance of parties, called a “blo-
cking majority,” that oppose Ne-
tanyahu.

Gantz would then have to get 
creative by either convincing 
Likud to dump Netanyahu, per-
suading some Likud members to 
defect or concoct other seemingly 
impossible political marriages, 
such as an alliance with Arab par-
ties.

DEADLOCK
The most likely, and most com-

plicated, outcome appears to be 
another tie, with neither Likud 
nor Blue and White reaching the 
magic number of 61 with their 
allies.

Lieberman, the emerging king-
maker, is refusing to back either 

side and says he will insist on a se-
cular unity government between 
Netanyahu and Gantz that will 
push out the ultra-Orthodox par-
ties.

Neither Likud nor Blue and 
White are thrilled about that sce-
nario, and officials in both parties 
have openly suggested they wou-
ld try to break up the opposing 
factions and lure splinter groups 
to defect.

The leader of the main Arab 
faction in parliament, Ayman 
Odeh, has floated the idea of ba-
cking Gantz but says it will de-
pend on Gantz’s position on seve-
ral key issues, including his poli-
cies toward the Palestinians.

The jockeying will begin as 
soon as official results come in. 
That’s when attention will shift to 
President Reuven Rivlin, who is 
responsible for choosing a candi-
date for prime minister. He is su-
pposed to choose the leader who 
he believes has the best chance of 
putting together a stable coalition. 
That is usually the head of the lar-
gest party, but not necessarily.

The candidate has 42 days to 
do so and, if he fails, the president 
can give another candidate 28 
days to form an alternative coali-
tion. If that fails, he can call new 
elections, something that has ne-
ver happened. Rivlin promises he 
will do everything in his power to 
prevent a third election.

A fellow member of Likud, Ri-
vlin has a history of bad blood 
with Netanyahu, and he has 

emerged as a fierce critic of 
practices he considers undemo-
cratic.

“The president has a wide ran-
ge of discretion in this case,” said 
Tal Schnieder, a political com-
mentator. “He may feel that Ne-
tanyahu had his chance and now 
it is time to give someone else a 
turn. There would be public le-
gitimacy for such a move, but it 
would usher in a stormy period.”

WILD CARDS
Two small parties could play a 

big role in the final outcome.
Labor, the iconic party of the 

country’s founding fathers that 
ruled Israel for its first 30 years, 
has fallen onto hard times. If the 
center-left party makes it into 
parliament, it would give a boost 
to Gantz’s chances of victory. But 
if it does not cross the threshold, 
those votes would be wasted.

The far-right Jewish Power par-
ty is locked in a similar struggle 
for survival. If it makes it into par-
liament, it would also bolster Ne-
tanyahu’s chances. Without them, 
his chances are slim.

Despite the danger, Netanyahu 
seems intent on wiping out Jewish 
Power. He has been pushing hard 
to siphon off its voters to ensure 
that Likud is the biggest party in 
parliament.

Polls put Labor and Jewish 
Power on the bubble. Whether 
one or both make it into parlia-
ment may determine who beco-
mes prime minister. AP

Israel faces potential deadlock in 
a closely contested vote today

Hebrew on this billboard in Tel Viv reads “Netanyahu, another league”
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Sim Chef! Sr1

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Moda Portugal Sr.4

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Volta ao Mundo

Os Nossos Dias Sr.2

Telejornal 

Banco Asiático De Investimento em Infra-Estruturas

Livros com João Guedes

Todas as Palavras

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Os Portugueses no Reino de Siam -  

A Glória De Ayutthaya 

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

ProsPerous years 
Time: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
unTil: September 25, 2019 
Venue: Old Court Building
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

oneness: CalligraPhy by Professor Jao 
Tsung-i
Time: 10am-6pm (No admission after 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
unTil: September 30, 2019 
Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy  
admission: Free  
enquiry: (853) 8598 6718

The golden age of arabiC sCienCe: 
exhibiTion from 1001 inVenTions
Time: 10am-6pm (Closed on Thursdays)
unTil: October 27, 2019 
Venue: Gallery 2, Exhibition Center, Macau 
Science Center  
admission: MOP25 (several discounts available) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822
 
lyriC PoeTry – Works of arTisTs in maCau 
and PorTugal from The mam ColleCTion
Time: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm; 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: November 4, 2019 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art  
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

A unique solid gold toilet that was part of an art exhibit 
was stolen early Saturday from the magnificent home in 
England where British wartime leader Winston Churchill 
was born.

The toilet, valued at roughly 1 million pounds ($1.25 
million), was the work of Italian artist Maurizio Cattelan. It 
had been installed only two days earlier at Blenheim Palace, 
west of London, after previously being shown to apprecia-
tive audiences at the Guggenheim Museum in New York.

Police said the toilet was taken early Saturday by thieves 
who used at least two vehicles. Because it had been con-
nected to the palace’s plumbing system, police said the 
toilet’s removal caused “significant damage and flooding” 
to the building, a UNESCO World Heritage site filled with 
valuable art and furniture.

A 66-year-old man was arrested in the case, but he has 
not been identified or charged.

Inspector Richard Nicholls from Thames Valley Police 
said police believe the thieves left the spacious property 
about 4:50 a.m. and that the toilet was the only item taken. 
Closed circuit TV footage is being studied in the investi-
gation.

Prior to the theft, visitors to the Cattelan exhibition could 
book a three-minute appointment to use the toilet. This 
had proved popular when the toilet was on display at the 
Guggenheim.

The artist intended the golden toilet to be a pointed sa-
tire about excessive wealth. Cattelan has previously said: 
“Whatever you eat, a $200 lunch or a $2 hot dog, the re-
sults are the same, toilet-wise.”

Solid gold toilet Stolen from 
WinSton ChurChill’S birthplaCe

New Yorkers have been returning to work six days 
after the terror attacks which devastated the heart 
of their city.

Thousands are believed dead after hijackers deli-
berately flew three passenger planes into buildings in 
New York and Washington.

Workers from New York’s financial district - many 
of them draped in the American flag - have said they 
want to show life can go on.

The air was still thick with dust and smoke from the 
collapsed towers of the World Trade Center and do-
zens of those going back to work wore face masks to 
protect themselves.

The devastation and the troops lining Wall Street 
made the city look more like a war zone than a bu-
siness district, but the people who work here were 
determined to prove their defiance.

“They expect us to be down on the floor - if it lifts 
everyone’s spirits then I’ve done something good to-
day,” one man told the BBC.

Jim Textor, a lawyer forced to flee the carnage on 
11 September, said Americans wanted to imitate the 
British way of dealing with years of attacks by the IRA.

“It’s important you demonstrate that you can’t be 
beat and that you have to go back to work,” he said.

But there was also grief in a city which has lost so 
many.

As the search for survivors in the wreckage of the 
towers becomes a hunt for bodies, American Red 
Cross workers mingled with the crowds to offer cou-
nselling.

“It doesn’t matter if you’re rich or poor, young or old, 
you still have those same feelings of trauma,” said 
Pam Jennings.

Courtesy BBC News

2001 WorkerS return to Wall 
              Street

In context

Offbeat

It took almost nine months to clear the millions of tons of 
rubble at “Ground Zero” where the World Trade Center had 
stood.
The stock markets returned to their pre-attack levels in 
about one month, but the recession which financial ana-
lysts had been predicting long before 11 September took 
hold at the end of November 2001.
The world’s airline industries particularly felt the impact, 
and many announced sweeping job cuts in the months 
after the atrocity.
But many experts said companies whose profits were 
already declining had decided to ‘blame it on Bin Laden’ 
and use him as a scapegoat for all losses.

cineteatro
12 - 18 Sep

IT CHAPTER TWO
room1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
Director: Andy Muschietti
Starring: Jessica Chastain, James McAvoy, Bill Hader
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 169min

ABIGAIL
room2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Aleksandr Boguslavskiy
Starring:  Tinatin Dalakishvili, Eddie Marsan, Rinal Mukhametov
Language: English (Chinese)

ANGEL HAS FALLEN
room2
9:30pm
Director: Ric Roman Waugh
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Frederick Schmidt, Danny Huston
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 121min

FAGARA
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Heiward Mak
Starring:  Kenny Bee, Vicky Chen, Sammi Cheng
Language: Chinese (English )
Duration: 120min

ONE PIECE STAMPEDE
room3
7:30pm
Director: Takashi Otsuka
Starring: Chô, Hiroaki Hirata, Katsuhisa Hôki
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Show horse; 5- Baldwin of “30 Rock”; 9- Rubber overshoe; 13- Uncover; 

14- Slumbered; 16- Impetuous; 17- Wicked; 18- Word with panel or energy; 19- 
Conductor Klemperer; 20- Circus barker; 21- Yiddish plaints; 22- One or the other; 
24- Solid; 26- It’s drawn in a lavatory; 27- Roughly; 29- Not gross; 33- Retains; 34- 
Look ___ hands!; 35- Take five; 36- Mr. Onassis, to friends; 37- Pie nut; 38- ___ 
Zeppelin; 39- Pinta’s sister ship; 41- Racetrack boundary; 42- Portals; 44- Covering; 
46- Takes home; 47- Try out; 48- Divine Secrets of the ___ Sisterhood; 49- Temple 
of the Far East; 52- Part of a tennis match; 53- Flip; 57- Former name of Thailand; 
58- Farm bird; 60- Doing nothing; 61- 1998 Sarah McLachlan hit; 62- Pillow filler; 
63- Trompe l’___; 64- Canvas shelter used on camping trips; 65- Glasgow gal; 66- 
California wine valley;
 
DOWN: 1- Lincoln and Vigoda; 2- All-night bash; 3- “Tosca” tune; 4- Hotel attendant; 
5- Categorize; 6- Christopher of “Back to 
the Future”; 7- Long fish; 8- No. cruncher; 
9- Male sibling; 10- Sworn thing; 11- Bone: 
Prefix; 12- Norse god of thunder; 15- 
Federal crime; 23- Addams Family cousin; 
25- Hung. neighbor; 26- Trite; 27- Lofty 
dwelling; 28- Existence; 29- Unspoken; 
30- Criminal; 31- Consumers; 32- Former 
Fords; 33- Philosopher Immanuel; 34- 
Intended; 37- Portend; 40- Self-service 
restaurant; 42- Calendar box; 43- Speech; 
45- Club ___; 46- Diners; 48- Approvals; 
49- H.S. exam; 50- West Wing worker; 
51- Profit; 52- Fizzy drink; 54- Concert 
halls; 55- Fall prey to a banana peel, say; 56- 
Actress Ward; 59- Peanut product; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You are in a better place than 
you ever been in terms of  your 
ambition. It’s healthy, it’s smart, 
and today it’s going to show you 
where you need to point your 
energies next. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can tell your friends 
anything and they will 
understand - after all, that’s 
why they are your friends, right? 
So why are you keeping your 
feeling all to yourself  right now?

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
So today you need to stop 
worrying so much about what will 
happen at your next review or if  
you will get that big promotion. 
Just focus on the day-to-day stuff. 
Do your best every day...

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Is saving money on your mind? 
Well, if  it isn’t, then maybe it 
should be! Your expenses might 
be getting out of  hand right now, 
and it’s time to reevaluate your 
budget and your spending habits.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If  you think laterally and look at 
just the facts, you will get closer 
to the truth. Ignore arguments 
based on negative things like 
fear or suspicion. Consider the 
source.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Some constructive criticism is 
coming your way today, and you 
should take it seriously. When 
someone takes the time to give 
you a helpful tip, you need to be 
grateful - not defensive.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Making an intellectual connection with 
someone all but ensures that you will 
make an emotional connection with 
them, as well. So if  you are looking for a 
new romance to get started, talk to this 
person on a higher level

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
It is quite nice when you and all 
your family members agree on 
things, but complete harmony at 
home isn’t always possible. This is a 
fact - so don’t fear that there is some 
massive dysfunction going on.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today will offer up several simple 
pleasures that will remind you 
how life can be quite delightful 
sometimes! Strangers will be smiling 
at you everywhere you go, and you’re 
going to have a wonderful time.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Take baby steps toward the life 
you want to have. For example 
- if  you want to lose weight, cut 
out fried foods and take a walk 
every day. You don’t have to join 
a gym and eat only celery!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You have to learn how to budget 
your time today - you have had a 
tendency to overbook yourself  lately, 
and that’s only going to exacerbate 
your stress level if  you continue 
down this path. So prioritize.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Remind yourself  that you 
are whoever you want other 
people to see you. Your ability 
to convince others is extremely 
high right now, so why not 
make the most of  it?

  Aquarius Pisces
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A trio of Emmy-honored actors 
are winners again for their 

guest performances in TV series, 
joined by an awards newcomer.

Bradley Whitford and Cherry 
Jones received trophies for their 
“The Handmaid’s Tale” roles at 
the creative arts Emmy cere-
mony.

Jane Lynch (pictured) and 
Luke Kirby won on the comedy 
side, both for “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel.”

“Game of Thrones” led with 
10 Emmys in technical and 
other categories at the two-ni-
ght weekend ceremony, which is 
the precursor to the main Emmy 
Awards that will air Sept. 22 on 
Fox.

RIC Ocasek, The Cars frontman whose dea-
dpan vocal delivery and lanky, sunglassed 

look defined a rock era with chart-topping hits 
like “Just What I Needed,” was discovered dead 
Sunday afternoon in his Manhattan apartment.

The New York Police Department said that 
officers found the 75-year-old Ocasek at about 
4 p.m. after responding to a 911 call. They said 
there were no signs of foul play and that the 
medical examiner was to determine a cause of 
death.

The death comes a year after The Cars were 
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, 
followed by an announcement by model Pauli-
na Porizkova on social media that she and Oca-
sek had separated after 28 years of marriage. 
The pair first met while filming the music video 
for “Drive,” another Cars hit.

Ocasek, who sang, played guitar and wrote 
most of the band’s songs, and Benjamin Orr, 
who played bass and also sang, were ex-hi-
ppie buddies who formed The Cars in Boston 
in 1976. They were a decade older than many 
of their modern-rock compatriots but beca-
me one of the most essential American bands 
of the late 1970s and 1980s with their fusion of 
new wave, 1960s pop and 1970s glam.

Ocasek’s minimalist, half-spoken deadpan 
vocals set made the band’s sound, and his long, 
lanky appearance formed their lasting image.

The first three songs on their 1978 self-tit-
led first album were all hit singles and remain 
widely known classics and oldies radio airplay: 
“Good Times Roll,” ‘’My Best Friend’s Girl” and 

“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 
was the top comedy series win-
ner, with six awards.

Jones, who previously won for 
“24,” heaped praise backstage on 
fellow nominee Phylicia Rashad 
(“This Is Us”), calling it “absurd” 
that Rashad has yet to win an 
Emmy despite four nominations, 
and saluted Cicely Tyson, nomi-
nated for “How to Get Away with 
Murder.”

“I got to tell Ms. Tyson toni-
ght that watching the ‘Autobio-
graphy of Miss Jane Pittman’. is 
one of the things that made me 
want to be an actress, and I tell 
her that every time I see her and 
she always rolls her eyes,” Jones 
said.

“Just What I Needed.”
They had 10 other singles in the Billboard 

top 40, and of their six studio albums, four were 
in Billboard’s top 10.

The band’s commercial peak came with 
1984’s “Heartbeat City,” which featured the hit 
singles “You Might Think” and “Magic,” sung by 
Ocasek, and the atypical ballad “Drive,” sung by 
Orr.

They were always an MTV favorite, and the 
whimsical, partly animated video for “You Mi-
ght Think” along with the mournful video for 
“Drive” brought them near-constant airplay on 
the channel in the mid-1980s.

The band broke up in 1988, but their in-
fluence would be deeply felt in the 1990s and 
beyond. Kurt Cobain and Nirvana covered 
“My Best Friend’s Girl” at their last live show in 
1994, and Ocasek produced albums for youn-
ger bands including Weezer, No Doubt and Bad 
Religion.

Rocker Ric Ocasek, frontman of 
The Cars, dead at 75
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‘Handmaid’s Tale,’ ‘Mrs. Maisel’ 
guest stars capture Emmys
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OBE Bryant went to 
China for the first time 
in 1998, making the trip 
to Beijing to help ope-

rate an instructional basketball 
clinic for about a dozen kids. The 
local coaches working with him 
didn’t know a lot about the game. 
Barely anyone noticed that an 
NBA player was in town.

Basketball wasn’t a big deal in 
China.

And then everything changed 
very quickly.

The footprint of the NBA has 
grown at an extremely rapid pace 
over the last two decades in Chi-
na, where more than 500 million 
people watched games last sea-
son and where one new strea-
ming deal alone will pump $1.5 
billion into the league’s coffers 
over the next five years.

“When I first came here, I ne-
ver thought the game in China 
would get to be this big,” Bryant 
said. “But it has. And it’s not 
going to stop.”

The possibilities seem en-
dless.

Could there be an NBA team 
in China despite the travel that 
would be involved? Might there 
be two-way player contracts be-
tween the NBA and the Chinese 
Basketball Association? What 
about the NBA constructing a 
team to play in China or the Chi-
nese sending a team for a full 
season in the U.S.?

Farfetched as all that may sou-
nd, keep in mind that 20 years 
ago no one envisioned the NBA-
-China relationship to be this big 
— or that it would keep growing 
after Yao Ming’s run with the 
Houston Rockets ended eight 
years ago. The NBA has acade-
mies in China now, and the Chi-
nese national team returned to 
the NBA Summer League in Las 
Vegas this year.

“It’s a good question,” Golden 
State coach Steve Kerr said. “I 
think the next step will probably 
come when the next Yao Ming 
comes. That would take it to a 
new level, more Chinese players 
to reach the NBA and make an 
impact.”

The marriage between the 
NBA and the world’s most po-
pulous country is stronger than 
ever. NBA officials say more than 
300 million Chinese people play 
the game and 40 million are re-
gistered to play the 2K video 
game. Thousands showed up this 
summer just to watch the sons of 
Dwyane Wade and LeBron James 
play exhibitions with the rest of 
their high school teammates.

A trade war is happening be-
tween the U.S. and China, poli-
tical tensions are escalating be-
tween the countries and it could 
impact the products of the lea-
gue’s business partners. But the 
game itself continues to thrive.

“I think sports transcends 
politics and I hope the NBA can 
continue to connect fans glo-

bally,” Dallas Mavericks owner 
Mark Cuban said. “I don’t have 
any reason to think our rela-
tionship won’t continue to be 
positive.”

Nothing seems to be able to 
derail the NBA’s popularity.

The team that the U.S. sent 
to the World Cup in China di-
dn’t feature the NBA’s biggest 
stars, yet drew sellout crowds for 
each of its first six games. U.S. 
coach Gregg Popovich was be-
gged for autographs and selfies 
everywhere he went.

“We’ve known for a long time 
how big basketball has become 
in China, of course, but all over 
the world,” Popovich said. “It’s an 
international deal now. There are 
so many great players 
in so many countries. 
It’s not a secret.”

Stars like James, Ste-
phen Curry, and James 
Harden have a trip to 
China on their annual 
schedules — and when 
Wade, the recently 
retired guard who has a lifeti-
me contract with Chinese shoe 
company Li-Ning, visited this 
summer one of his events had to 
be halted after about 10 minutes 
because the mall where it was 
happening was overflowing with 
people.

Donovan Mitchell of the Utah 
Jazz has been to China twice this 
summer, once to promote his 
brand, the second time for the 
World Cup with USA Basketball. 

He sees it becoming an annual 
stop for him, too — and believes 
there is no ceiling for the game 
globally.

“Man, I couldn’t tell you,” Mi-
tchell said. “I think it’s going to 
be even bigger and it’s not going 
to be just China. It’s going to be 
many more countries. The (rela-
tionship) between the NBA and 
China has been huge since I was 
a kid and it can only take off from 
there ... because the passion and 
love is so strong.”

It’s not a one-sided rela-
tionship; China sees reason to 
invest in the NBA.

Joe Tsai, the co-founder of 
Chinese e-commerce giant Ali-
baba, agreed this summer to buy 

the remaining 51% that he di-
dn’t already own of the Brooklyn 
Nets and Barclays Center from 
Mikhail Prokhorov in deals wor-
th about $3.4 billion. In 2016, Li-
zhang Jiang, a businessman from 
Shanghai, bought 5% of the Min-
nesota Timberwolves, a stake he 
sold earlier this year.

China also takes immense pri-
de in players like Klay Thompson 
wearing Chinese brands on the 
court. (Thompson has a 10-year 

deal with Chinese shoe company 
Anta for a reported $80 million.) 
And China sent its national team 
to NBA Summer League this past 
July primarily to get ready for the 
World Cup, but also for exposure 
on the NBA stage.

“I think it’s good for our 
players and good for the team,” 
China coach Li Nan said of 
playing in Las Vegas. “I think it’s 
good for everyone.”

The NBA has opened three 
basketball academies in China 
and has seen very quick success 
with academies in Asia and Afri-
ca. The international influence 
on the league was more present 
this past season than ever.

The NBA MVP, Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo, is from 
Greece. The rookie of 
the year, Luka Doncic, 
is from Slovenia. The 
most improved player, 
Pascal Siakam, is from 
Cameroon. The de-
fensive player of the 
year, Rudy Gobert, is 

from France. The All-NBA center, 
Nikola Jokic, is from Serbia.

“This past summer, an NBA 
Academy prospect from China 
signed a contract with a National 
Basketball League team in Aus-
tralia, becoming the first male 
NBA Academy prospect from 
China to sign a contract with a 
professional team,” NBA Com-
missioner Adam Silver said. “And 
on the women’s side, Han Xu 
from the New York Liberty, who 

trained at the NBA Academy in 
Shandong, China, became the 
first NBA Academy prospect 
to be drafted into the NBA or 
WNBA.”

It hasn’t happened overnight.
Former Commissioner David 

Stern struck a deal with Chine-
se television to show games on 
tape-delay three decades ago, 
and once toyed with the idea of 
some sort of NBA-sponsored or 
branded league in China. Teams 
embrace the chance to play the 
annual preseason games in Chi-
na because he exposure is worth 
the jet lag.

“When I have 76ers gear on 
and I walk through Shanghai, 
walk through Shenzhen, if I had 
a nickel for every time some-
body said ‘Trust the process’ in 
perfect English I wouldn’t be 
standing here working,” Phila-
delphia 76ers CEO Scott O’Neil 
said, referencing the team’s mo-
tto during its rebuilding phase of 
recent years. “We’re very much a 
part of the fabric of China.”

None of this seemed possible 
20 years ago or so, when Bryant 
made that first trip. Now fans 
can’t get enough.

“When you come here, you 
feel it from the fans, their ener-
gy, people at the hotel, people 
just walking around,” Kerr said 
in China during the World Cup. 
“Everybody just seems very exci-
ted about basketball.”

Same goes for the game’s futu-
re in China. AP

BASKETBALL

Popularity of NBA in China seems 
to create endless options

The marriage between 
the NBA and the world’s 

most populous country is 
stronger than ever
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Energy prices spike after Saudi 
oil attack as US blames Iran

Global energy prices spiked yesterday by a percentage un-
seen since the 1991 Gulf War after a weekend attack on key oil 
facilities in Saudi Arabia caused the worst disruption to world 
supplies on record, further fueling heightened tensions be-
tween Iran and the U.S.

American officials released satellite images of the damage at 
the heart of the kingdom’s crucial Abqaiq oil processing plant 
and a key oil field, alleging the pattern of destruction sugges-
ted Saturday’s attack came from either Iraq or Iran — rather 

than Yemen, as claimed by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels there.
Iran rejected the allegation, with a government spokesman 

saying now there was “absolutely no chance” of a hoped-for 
meeting between Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and Pre-
sident Donald Trump at the U.N. General Assembly next week.

For his part, Trump sent mixed signals, saying his “locked 
and loaded” government waited for Saudi confirmation of Iran 
being behind the attack while later tweeting that the U.S. di-
dn’t need Mideast oil, “but will help our Allies!”

OPINION
Our Desk
Anthony Lam

USA Purdue Pharma, 
the company that 
made billions selling the 
prescription painkiller 
OxyContin, filed for 
bankruptcy in New York, 
days after reaching a 
tentative settlement 
with many of the state 
and local governments 
suing it over the toll of 
opioids. The filing was 
anticipated before and 
after the tentative deal, 
which could be worth up 
to $12 billion over time, 
was struck.

EU The European 
Commission is 
investigating tax 
schemes that Belgium 
has set up with 39 
multinational companies. 
The commission 
said yesterday the 
investigations aim to 
assess whether Belgian 
rulings issued between 
2005 and 2014 gave an 
unfair advantage to the 
companies by allowing 
them to pay less tax. 
The companies include 
brewing giant Anheuser-
Busch Inbev and British 
American Tobacco.

Brexit British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
and European 
Commission President 
Jean-Claude Juncker 
agreed to ramp up talks 
on securing an elusive 
Brexit deal, but the 
two sides gave starkly 
different assessments 
of how far apart they 
are. The two men held 
their first face-to-face 
talks over a two-hour 
lunch in Juncker’s native 
Luxembourg amid claims 
that an agreement is in 
sight.

France Lawyers, doctors, 
nurses, pilots and others 
are taking to the streets 
of Paris to protest 
planned pension changes 
by French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
government. Yesterday’s 
demonstration gathers 
people working in the 
private sector with 
professions regulated by 
the state, who currently 
benefit from a special 
pension regime.
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Is (Air) Macau ready?
Last Friday, Air Macau celebrated its silver anni-

versary. The airline currently has a fleet of 21 Airbus 
aircraft and carried 3.16 million passengers last year.

Over the last quarter-century, the airline has moved 
44 million passengers over a total of 937,000 hours in 
the sky safely. For a regional airline based in a city of 
30 square kilometers with about 650,000 people, this 
report card could be considered acceptable.

At a celebratory reception held by the airline, chair-
man Zhao Xiaohang recounted the company’s history.

The chairman pointed out that Air Macau is a brand 
of safety, quality, stability and localness. In the future, 
it will utilize Macau’s strategic and political position to 
help the market develop.

On the other hand, the head of the Civil Aviation Au-
thority, Chan Weng Hong, encouraged the airline to 
continue the aura of local aviation.

The airline has also signed strategic agreements 
with several entities to support the growth that it as-
pires to.

I have seen growth and improvement in the com-
pany. It has learned from other market leaders in 
many ways. For example, it has incorporated fine 
dining concepts into its flights. Delicacies inspired 
and monitored by a Michelin-starred culinary team 
have been introduced in business class on certain 
routes.

Furthermore, it has also opened its own lounge at its 
home base. It is the first and only lounge owned by an 
airline at Macau International Airport to date.

Compared with its Taiwanese counterpart EVA Air, 
Air Macau offers better meals.

I flew with EVA Air recently and I was offered cold 
meals on both my outbound and inbound flights – 
hard and emotionless - despite the warm service of-
fered by the cabin crew.

In comparison, Air Macau has offered me heated 
dishes on my previous flights. 

Nonetheless, a lot of passengers have spoken badly 
of the airline’s punctuality, service and quality.

First of all, many people often say that the Air Macau 
cabin crew lack smiles. They may smile at passengers 
during boarding, but the smiles are retrieved after the 
closing of the cabin door.

Secondly, seats are too tight for some. EVA Air pro-
vides 31 to 32 inches of seat pitch on its A321 aircraft, 
while only one Air Macau A321 aircraft provides that 
amount of seat pitch. The others offer 29 to 31 inches.

A friend of mine has accused the airline of “provi-
ding [the] services of a budget airline for the price of 
a regular company.”

In addition, EVA Air has installed two more 
washrooms in the middle of its A321 (making for four 
in total on the aircraft), while Air Macau only has three 
at the rear. The effect of the extra washroom can be 
significant, potentially leading to shorter queue ti-
mes.

News has come out that many airlines have plan-
ned to start services to Macau after 2022. Air Macau 
will face fierce competition with other market leaders 
then.

Tony Fernandes, owner of Air Asia, has expressed 
his interest in making Macau a hub. They are not 
mutually exclusive, I understand, but this rings alarm 
bells for Air Macau. At the time of writing, Starlux is 
hiring people to fill its upcoming Macau office. Not to 
mention Qatar Airways’ previous knock on Macau’s 
door.

Even if Air Macau maintains its current scale, pas-
sengers’ appetite for quality won’t. The introduction 
of newer, better products by other airlines in the re-
gion, especially those from the north, will easily outdo 
the current practices of Air Macau. The airline must 
constantly improve in order to stand out (in a good 
way) in the Greater Bay.

South Korean 
opposition leader shaves 
head to protest minister
KIM TONG-HYUNG, 
SEOUL

THE leader of South 
Korea’s biggest oppo-

sition party yesterday be-
came the latest politician 
to shave their heads to 
protest President Moon 
Jae-in’s appointment of a 
key political ally as justice 
minister despite allega-
tions of academic fraud 
and financial crimes sur-
rounding his family.

The controversy surrou-
nding Cho Kuk, a law pro-
fessor and Moon’s former 
secretary for civil affairs, 
has stained the president’s 
reformist image and cau-
sed a slide in his approval 
ratings.

Amid ceaseless came-
ra clicks, an official from 
the conservative Liber-
ty Korea Party shaved off 
party chairman Hwang 
Kyo-ahn’s hair in front of 
Seoul’s presidential pala-
ce, where Hwang called for 
Moon to sack Cho as justi-
ce minister.

Female lawmakers Park 
In-sook of the LKP 
and independent 
Lee Un-ju also sha-
ved their heads in 
past weeks calling 
for Cho’s dismissal.

“This is my war-
ning to President 
Moon Jae-in: Do not 
go against the will 
of the people any 
further,” said the 
buzz-cut Hwang, 
who served as prime 
minister for former 
conservative Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye before 
she was ousted from office 
and imprisoned in Mar-
ch 2017 over a corruption 
scandal.

“This is my ultimatum to 
Cho Kuk: Step down volun-
tarily from your post and 
receive an investigation 
from prosecutors,” Hwang 
added, receiving applause 
from LKP lawmakers, who 
were planning to protest 
in front of the Blue House 
until midnight.

The protest came hou-
rs after state prosecutors 
requested a warrant to 
formally arrest a relative of 
Cho, who was detained on 
Saturday over suspicions 

of fraud, embezzlement 
and attempting to des-
troy evidence linked to his 
management of a private 
equity fund financed by 
Cho’s family.

There are also allega-
tions that Cho’s daughter 
received special treatment 

in her admissions to a top 
university in Seoul and a 
medical school in Busan, 
which struck a nerve in a 
country where teenagers 
toil in hyper-competiti-
ve school environments 
because graduating from 
elite universities is seen as 
crucial to career prospects.

Prosecutors also have 
indicted Cho’s wife, Chung 
Kyung-shim, on suspi-
cions of manipulating an 
award issued to her dau-
ghter from a university in 
the southern city of Yeon-
gju where she works as a 
professor.

Cho, who for years built 
an image as a reform-min-

ded anti-elitist, denied le-
gal wrongdoing during an 
intense 11-hour news con-
ference with reporters and 
a hearing to lawmakers 
earlier this month.

Moon appointed Cho as 
justice minister last week, 
saying it would set a “bad 

precedent” if 
he withdraws a 
ministerial no-
minee based 
on unproven 
allegations.

The contro-
versy surrou-
nding Cho has 
cut into the 
approval ra-
tings of Moon, 
who also faces 
pressure over 
a decaying 
job market, 

an uphill trade war with 
Japan and a fragile diplo-
macy with nuclear-armed 
North Korea that is be-
ginning to show signs of 
falling apart.

In a poll of some 1,000 
South Korean adults by 
Gallup Korea released 
earlier this month, about 
49% of the respondents 
said they disapproved of 
Moon’s performance in 
state affairs, compared to 
44% who thought he was 
doing a good job. Nearly 
60% of the respondents 
opposed Cho as justice 
minister. The margin of er-
ror was plus or minus 3.1 
percentage points. AP

Hair protest: Hwang Kyo-ahn, the main opposition Liberty Korea Party 
chairman, has his head shaved in Seoul yesterday

”This is my 
ultimatum to Cho 

Kuk: Step down 
voluntarily from your 

post and receive an 
investigation from 

prosecutors.
HWANG KYO-AHN


