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China A Chinese 
envoy will head to 
Washington today to 
for trade negotiations. 
The announcement 
yesterday follows 
conciliatory gestures 
by both sides ahead of 
the October talks on 
their fight over trade 
and technology, which 
threatens to dampen 
global economic growth.
More on p11

Taiwan Former Foxconn 
CEO Terry Gou has 
given up on making an 
independent bid for 
Taiwan’s presidency, 
citing an “abominable 
election atmosphere” 
and bullying of his 
supporters.

Philippines Twenty 
villagers were killed and 
14 others were injured 
when the truck they were 
riding in lost control and 
fell off a cliff yesterday 
in a remote mountain 
village in the southern 
Philippines, police and 
the Red Cross said.

Myanmar’s envoy to the 
top U.N. human rights 
body says his country 
rejects any move to 
bring the issue of alleged 
rights violations against 
ethnic Rohingya Muslims 
to an international legal 
forum.
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Over one 
million visit 
the city in 

Mid-Autumn 
festival

MTR ACCIDENT HIGHLIGHTS SOCIAL TURMOIL   P9,10
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Governor Nobre de Carvalho Bridge is 
a dual-lane two-way bridge connecting 

the Macau Peninsula around Ferreira 
do Amaral Square to the island of Taipa 
at the northern slope of Taipa Pequena 

(Small Taipa Hill).
It was the first link built between the 

peninsula and Taipa, and local Chinese 
speakers call it the “Old Bridge.”

Construction of the bridge started in 
June 1970 and it was finally opened to 

traffic in October 1974. 
The bridge has a particular architectural 

shape, where the first third of the 
bridge is elevated in a triangular shape, 

allowing boats to pass through. 
Its full shape resembles the one 

of a dragon, where Casino Lisboa 
represents the dragon’s head and 

Taipa Monument on Taipa Pequena 
represents the dragon’s tail. 

The bridge is named after José 
Manuel de Sousa e Faria Nobre de 

Carvalho, who was the Governor of 
Macau between November 1966 and 

November 1974.  RM

MEMORY LANE MDT/Renato Marques

Executive order for smooth 
transition published

Chief Executive Chui Sai On has issued 
an executive order naming a series of 
“orientations and measures” aiming for 
Government Secretariats and public 
departments to “provide full support to the 
preparatory work toward the formation of the 
Fifth Government” of the MSAR. In a dispatch 
published yesterday in the Official Gazette, 
Chui detailed that during the transition 
period, current administration office holders 
should render “all needed support to the 
Chief Executive-elect, namely concerning the 
temporary allocation of human, material and 
logistic resources.”

Seac Pai Van Library 
opens next week

The Seac Pai Van Library will be opened to 
public next Tuesday, introducing new facilities 
and services, a note from the government 
reads. The Library will “provide residents with 
quality reading experiences and reading space.” 
The note adds that the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
has been “actively promoting reading habits 
in the city by establishing libraries in various 
districts for the public to access reading 
facilities. The Seac Pai Van Library is one of 
the supporting facilities of Seac Pai Van Public 
Housing, providing services for all residents 
in the area. Located at Avenida de Vale das 
Borboletas, Complexo Comunitário de Seac Pai 
Van in Coloane, the Library covers an area of 
2,074 square meters and provides more than 
300 reading seats, with a total collection of 
75,000 volumes.” The Seac Pai Van Library “is 
an important public place for family activities 
in the district, as well as a social and cultural 
facility that integrates the functions of learning, 
leisure and social intercourse.”

Education bureau approves 
TIS as licensed, authorized 
independent school
THE Education and Youth 

Affairs Bureau now re-
cognizes The International 
School of Macao (TIS) as a 
licensed and authorized inde-
pendent school in the SAR.

According to a statement 
posted on the school’s websi-
te, the school recently applied 
for a change in status which 
has been approved.

Mark Lockwood, head of 
the School, remarked in the 
statement, “This initiative […] 
will allow TIS to operate out-
side of the Macau educational 
framework and provide grea-
ter flexibility in expanding the 
school’s international focus.”

The change in status will 
come into effect for this cur-
rent 2019-2020 academic 
year. However, Lockwood as-
sured that the school foresees 
no significant disruptions to 
the day-to-day school opera-
tions and existing protocols.

In terms of its student sub-
sidies, the school noted that 
it would continue to provide 
annual subventions for Ma-
cau residents. Scholarship 

opportunities will also be 
continued. 

In terms of the school’s 
Extra Curricular Activities, 
Lockwood noted that student 
participation in DSEJ spor-
ts leagues, competitions, art 
programs, and other activities 
will not be affected and will 
continue as normal.

TIS’s tuition fees for this 
academic year will also re-
main unchanged. “The Board 
of Governors is sensitive to 

the impact on families of 
any fee adjustments. Moving 
forward, TIS will remain a 
non-profit school and we can 
assure parents that future fee 
adjustments will be made ac-
cording to our past guiding 
principles,” the school noted.

Currently, the school’s tui-
tion fee starts at MOP90,000 
annually for Pre-Kindergar-
ten up to MOP126,000 for 
Grade 10-12 students.

In addition to meeting 

the licensing requirements 
prescribed by the DSEJ, TIS 
will continue to be held to a 
high standard of accountabi-
lity by Alberta Education and 
the Macau Government. TIS 
undergoes an annual accre-
ditation and accountability 
process that includes on-site 
inspections, classroom ob-
servations, interviews with 
parents, staff and students, 
as well as participation in the 
annual Accountability Survey 
and submission of the Annual 
Education Results Report and 
3 Year Plan. Students will also 
participate in standardized 
exams at grades 6, 9 and 12.

According to the state-
ment, the school will host a 
Parent Information Session 
tomorrow to provide more 
details regarding the new TIS 
status. 

The international school 
is accredited by the Educa-
tion Ministry of Alberta, Ca-
nada and follows the Alberta 
curriculum and the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) Di-
ploma. LV 
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Zhuhai offers cash 
rewards to SAR 
tour guides 

Zhuhai will give RMB3,000 to 
Macau tour guides in addition 
to offering them free training. 
Recently, the Guangdong cultural 
and tourism authority published 
a plan related to Macau and Hong 
Kong tour guides who work in 
Hengqin. According to the plan, 
tour guides from the SARs can 
apply to participate in a free 
tour guide training program in 
Hengqin. After the training, they 
can get accreditation as well as 
receive a tour guide license for 
working in Hengqin. Once a SAR 
tour guide is given this Hengqin 
license, he or she is eligible for 
a RMB3,000 cash reward. The 
plan further suggests giving 
RMB20,000 and RMB30,000 to 
SAR tour guides who recorded 
no violations in a year and who 
reached  the mark of 30 and 45 
tours, respectively. 

Cantonese opera 
cries for help

The local government has 
been called on to work with 
associations in order to train 
professional Cantonese opera 
performers, according to 
Chinese reports. The president 
of the Long Teng Cantonese 
Opera Club said that the 
development of Macau’s 
Cantonese opera has been 
stalled for a long period, and that 
there are no young performers 
following in the steps of senior 
performers. According to the 
association, Macau currently 
does not have professional 
Cantonese opera performers, 
only amateurs. In order for 
Macau to inherit the Cantonese 
opera culture, the public’s 
stereotype that “Cantonese 
opera is for senior people” should 
be eliminated. 

Macau not suitable 
for Trap-Neuter-
Return program 

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) said that Macau does not 
have conditions for the trap-
neuter-return program for stray 
animals, according to IAM’s 
reply to lawmaker Sulu Sou’s 
interpellation. “Trap-Neuter-
Return programs for stray animals 
are suitable for closed areas 
with a small population, aiming 
to control the number of stray 
animals in the long term,” IAM 
explained, adding that “because 
Macau is densely populated and 
has busy traffic, implementing 
such a program would pose a 
negative impact to public safety, 
public hygiene, and ecological 
environment.” “Thus, IAM thinks 
that, at the current stage, Macau 
does not have the conditions for 
the […] program, and as a result, 
stray animals can’t be effectively 
protected [if the program is 
implemented in Macau],” IAM 
said.

‘Terrific 12’ kicks-off with 
benefits from ‘city center’
RENATO MARQUES

E
AST Asia Super League’s 
(EASL) “The Terrific 12” 
tournament kicked off 
yesterday with the first 

four games of the six-day event 
that promises to bring world-
-class basketball to Macau.

Before the day’s games, on the 
sidelines of the press conference 
that officially started the event, 
EASL’s Chief Executive Officer 
Matt Beyer told the Times that 
this year, the second consecuti-
ve year in which the tournament 
is held in Macau, the event be-
nefits from being held at the Tap 
Seac Multisport Pavilion in the 
city center, as opposed to the 
previous edition in which the 
games were held in Cotai’s Stu-
dio City.

Questioned on the topic, Beyer 
said, “I think it helps a lot, it helps 
a ton,” adding, “being in the city 
is great for business,” noting that 
the visibility of the event and the 
accessibility of the fans improved 
in a great manner from the pre-
vious year.

According to Beyer, “60% of 
the tickets for today [Tuesday] 
are sold and we expect a constant 
growth on this [figure] through-
-out the week, especially on the 
weekend for the Semi-finals and 
Finals [when the venue is expec-
ted to reach full capacity].”

During the press conferen-
ce, Beyer said to expect nothing 
less than world-class basketball 
entertainment from the tourna-
ment, noting that “given the ta-
lent assembled in this year’s field, 
I am sure that the players are rea-
dy to provide some world-class 
excitement.”

Beyer also noted that this year’s 

edition is particularly important, 
as it comes after the recent FIBA 
World Cup hosted in China and 
before the 2020 Summer Olym-
pics to be held next summer in 
Japan, causing the “eyes of the 
basketball world to be fixed on 
Asia.”

According to information 
provided by EASL, the tourna-
ment winners will be awarded 
USD150,000 (MOP1.21 million), 
USD100,000 (MOP806,000) and 
USD50,000 (MOP403,000) for the 
Winner, Runner-up, and Third 
place respectively, with the prize 
money totaling MOP2.42 million.

SPORTS FOR TOURISM
At the same press conferen-

ce, the representative of the lo-
cal co-organizer Sports Bureau 
(ID), Vice President Christine 
Lam, noted the importance of 
the event not just as stimulation 
for local sports but also as a way 
to grow the local Sports tourism 
sector, saying, “we hope that this 
group of East Asian basketball 
players will not only entertain 
Macau citizens and overseas vi-
sitors by delivering high-level 
basketball games, but also fur-
ther promoting Macau’s sport 
tourism sector and a leisure tra-
vel destination image of Macau.” 
Helping in such matters is the fact 
that the games are being broad-
casted worldwide by a total of 34 
broadcasting platforms, inclu-
ding major sports broadcasters 
such as ESPN.

GREAT CHALLENGE
On the sidelines of the event’s 

launching press conference, the 
Times spoke to San Miguel Beer-
men player Christopher Ross, the 
point guard for the Beermen and 

one of the most prominent stars 
of the team. Ross said, “we will be 
playing against some great teams 
from CBA (Chinese Basketball 
Association) and the KBL (Korean 
Basketball League) as well as Ja-
pan’s League. We are trying to put 
on a good show [although] we are 
a few men down but we should 
have enough to go out there and 
compete,” adding, “the compe-
tition will be stiff but like I said, I 
think we have enough to compete 
and it will be fun to go out there.”

Ross also suggested that more 
important than winning the tour-
nament is to make use of it as 
good preparation for the challen-
ges that the team will face next, 
adding that “we are not in a rush 
to go out on the court and try to 
score high. We will be patient.”

On the coaching side, Jimmy 
Alapag, FIBA Player’s Commis-
sion member and assistant coach 
of the San Miguel Beermen, told 
the Times “I am [expecting] that 
the games will be all very compe-
titive.”

“With the presence [in this 
tournament] of the top teams 
from each respective League, 
and to that you add some quali-
ty imports [players] from Europe 
or the Middle-east or the NBA, 
it just adds to the competition 
and allows all the teams, all the 
players and even all the coaches 
to really grow.”

Addressing the development 
of Asian basketball in the past few 
years, the former professional 
player noted, “[in world terms] 
We are still in the process of trying 
to catch up a little bit. I think 
being in the [past] World Cup 
shows how much progress we 
have made but in that scenario, 
it is really important for the Asian 

teams to really be at our best.”
Alapag also noted that Asians 

are not lacking in basketball ta-
lent. “We continue to improve 
and we continue to grow. I don’t 
think we are as far off as others 
although in this World Cup no 
Asian team qualified for the se-
cond round,” he said, adding 
“But I think even the World Cup 
showed how much we have 
grown. Back in 2014, when I was 
playing, there were only three 
Asian teams [participating], this 
year there were eight and hope-
fully, we can build up from this 
last World Cup.”

Questioned on who Asian 
basketball could learn more from, 
American or European schools, 
Alapag said, “I don’t think there 
is a reason we can’t learn from 
both and just take out the positi-
ves of how they play in the ‘States’ 
and the European style in terms 
of how they play with ball and 
players’ movement. I don’t see 
why we couldn’t take a page out 
of both for us to grow as a region.” 

BENEFITS FOR LOCALS
The event expects a large au-

dience turnout, as noted by the 
CEO of EASL, based on attrac-
tive ticketing prices that aim to 
fill the stands of Tap Seac Mul-
tisport Pavilion throughout the 
event. Ticket prices rang between 
MOP50 and MOP100 for a Group 
Stage day ticket (4 games) and 
from MOP200 to MOP400 for the 
Semi-finals and Finals (2 games 
each).

Adding to those prices, the 
organizers included several be-
nefits for fans, which include dis-
counts for all Macau ID holders 
(20% off any ticket) and 50% off 
for all local students and senior 
citizens (Macau ID holders aged 
65 or above).

Early bird ticket sales with 15% 
discounts and full event packages 
that include tickets for the 5 days 
of games are also on sale.

The event started yesterday 
and will run until Sunday, when 
the Finals will be held.
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Education handler pledges to 
de-stigmatize vocational education
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE Education and You-
th Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
pledged yesterday that it 
would continue its effort 

in making a good name for voca-
tional education.

The comment was made at a 
press conference after a closed-
-door plenary meeting of the Youth 
Affairs Committee.

Leong I On, Division Chief of 
Secondary and Vocational Edu-
cation of the DSEJ, admitted that 
there are still stigmatized views on 
vocational education in the city. 
“Many people think these schools 
are for less able students,” the 
chief said.

Leong noted that more than 
80% of last year’s graduates from 
vocational education institutes 
continued to pursue and were ad-
mitted into tertiary education. Half 
of these university freshmen were 
admitted to the same discipline as 
in their secondary education. The 
other half reconsidered their ca-
reer paths.

Leong stressed that vocational 
education provides students with 
other options. Compared with 
students studying in mainstream 

schools, vocational school stu-
dents had a stronger grip on their 
skills, while understanding earlier 
their own career prospects and 
planning.

Vocational school students may 
take more factors into account 
while applying for tertiary educa-
tion. Leong suggested a link with 
this behavior and their vocational 
education background, as mains-
tream schools mainly offer two 
streams – science or arts – at senior 
secondary level.

In terms of legal accreditation, 
vocational education is identical to 
mainstream education. Both, un-
der the legal framework of Macau, 
are considered senior secondary 
level of education. Leong said this 
accreditation is upheld by both 
local and the mainland govern-
ment. There should be no hurdles 
stopping graduates from pursuing 
tertiary education in the mainland.

As for international recogni-
tion, the DSEJ official reiterated 
that it should not be a problem as 
the curriculum is arranged paral-
lel to mainstream senior secon-
dary education; graduates possess 
the same level of intellectuality as 
other mainstream school gradua-
tes.

LAW AMENDMENT
A law amendment is in progress 

regarding the legal framework go-
verning vocational education. 
DSEJ explained that the core of the 
law review lies in the curriculum.

The current law provides a 
much narrower scope of curricu-
lum that can be approved by the 
education bureau. With a new law, 
institutions can expand the types 
of vocational courses they offer.

Consultation, and the report 
thereof, has already been conclu-
ded for the law amendment. The 
submission to the legislature is ex-
pected by end of this year.

Other aims for the amendment 
are to safeguard the sustainable 
development of vocational educa-
tion, establish the connection be-
tween vocational secondary and 
tertiary education, school-corpo-
rate collaboration, improve the 
degrees of professionalism and re-
cognition of the vocational educa-
tion, implement a framework for 
vocational education and advance 
the effectiveness of internships.

The DESJ disclosed that both 
the education and business sec-
tors applaud the direction of the 
law amendment.

In the course of the consulta-

tion, the bureau paid visits to 18 
entities in both sectors, to both 
familiarize them with the Bill and 
gather their views.

SINO-PORTUGUESE YOUTH
The meeting further discussed 

the “Sino-Portuguese Youth Inno-
vation and Entrepreneurship Ex-
change Program” and the “Arran-
gements on Entering Mainland 
Youth Entrepreneurial Incubation 
Centers.”

This section of the agenda was 
prepared and presented by a re-
presentative from the Economic 
Bureau, which released the Sino-
-Portuguese program in 2017 in 
the hope of promoting collabora-
tions in the pertinent respects be-
tween young entrepreneurs from 
both sides.

Currently, 50 young entrepre-
neurs have participated in this 
program. They underwent ex-
change sessions at an incubation 
center – Second Home – in Lisbon, 
Portugal, which provides shared 
office facilities. A participant in the 
program can remain for between 
14 and 90 days.

They also enjoyed the privilege 
of training and consultation servi-
ces offered by Fábrica de Startups, 

an entity aiming to accelerate in-
cubation in Portugal. It also helps 
users build up business networks 
in Portugal by issuing invitations 
to business matching and exchan-
ge sessions.

The participants went to Portu-
gal to conduct trade, develop mo-
bile apps, provide translation ser-
vices and design wedding dresses, 
among other businesses.

The program offers trans-
port subsidies of MOP5,000 to 
each participant for their fligh-
ts between Macau and Portugal. 
MOP300 will be supplied daily 
during their time spent at Second 
Home as living and accommoda-
tion support.

In Mainland China, there are 
currently two incubation centers 
collaborating in the Macau subsi-
dization program.

The Economic Bureau will su-
pport local entrepreneurs to enter 
one of six incubation centers in 
the mainland: one in Zhongshan, 
one in Dongguan, one in Heng-
qin, one in Shenzhen and two in 
Guangzhou.

The program is co-hosted by 
the Macau Young Entrepreneur 
Incubation Centre. Details can 
be obtained at the Economic Bu-
reau’s website.

Another topic of discussion at 
the meeting was the achievemen-
ts made by the DSEJ’s participa-
tion in the inaugural Art Macao 
program.

The bureau co-hosted three 
events, namely the International 
Youth Dance Festival, the Interna-
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Leong I On, Division Chief of Secondary and Vocational Education of the DSEJ (2nd left)

Graft buster found no 
illegality in government’s 
Pearl Horizon proposal 
AFTER investigation, the 

Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) considers 
that the SAR Government has 
established special provisions 
in the previously passed repla-
cement housing legal regime 
to allow pre-sale buyers affec-
ted by forfeiture of land con-
cessions to purchase replace-
ment housing units. 

The CCAC concluded that 
the Government also tried to 
solve the Pearl Horizon pro-
blems by letting the concer-
ned pre-sale buyers purchase 
replacement housing units. 
The commission believes that 
there has been no illegality or 
administrative fault in this re-
gard.

The Administrative Court 
of Macau announced in its ru-
ling this July the confirmation 
that there were no debtor-cre-
ditor relationships between 
the SAR Government and the 
pre-sale buyers.

After analysis of the rele-

vant information, the CCAC 
believes that the SAR Gover-
nment has given practical 
responses to the demands of 
the pre-sale buyers through 
the relevant legal regime and 
the replacement housing unit 
application arrangement.

Taking into account the 
fact that some of the pre-sale 
buyers of Pearl Horizon pur-
chased more than one pre-sa-
le, and some even purchased 
over ten pre-sales, if there is no 
restriction on the number of 
the replacement housing uni-
ts that they may apply for, the 
replacement housing regime 
will go against its legislative 
intent and the Government’s 
original intention to take care 
of the pre-sale buyers’ needs 
for purchase of housing and 
improving their living envi-
ronment.

The CCAC considered that 
the regime stipulates each 
couple may apply for only one 
replacement housing unit. 

The conclusion is legal and 
reasonable and therefore shall 
be respected and followed.

The pre-sale buyers con-
cerned shall bear the conse-
quence of not registering the 
pre-sales they purchased. 
That they did not understand 
the law or “the property agen-
cies did not fulfil the responsi-
bility to inform them” should 
not be an excuse for not com-
plying with the provisions un-
der the replacement housing 
regime.

Moreover, the planning and 
building of replacement hou-
sing units are ongoing. The-
refore, it is legally and literally 
impossible to continue the 
original development project 
of Pearl Horizon on Parcel P.

Following the investigation, 
no circumstances of illegality 
or faulty administration rela-
ted to the issues in the com-
plaint have been found. The-
refore, the CCAC has shelved 
the complaint. JZ

tional Youth Music Festival 
and the first International 
Youth Drama Festival. The 
three festivals spent bu-
dgets of MOP14 million, 
MOP17 million and MOP9 
million respectively.

Budgets for the first two 
festivals did not see signi-
ficant changes. 

The three events have 
driven more than 900 per-
formers to Macau from 28 
places, and attracted abo-
ve 27,000 spectators. They 
all came to a close in early 
September.

The DSEJ highlighted 

that the three festivals 
created a dynamic en-
vironment and helped 
Macau’s development 
towards an exchange pla-
tform for the art industry.

It also noted that many 
participants responded 
positively to the three fes-
tivals, pointing out that 
the festivals captured the 
essence of integrating Chi-
nese and Western cultures.

Prior to the meeting, the 
Committee held an award 
ceremony commemora-
ting youth achievements. 
This year, two prizes – the 

Youth Activity Prize and 
the Civil Education Prize – 
were given.

Winners of the former 
prize were the General 
Association of Chinese 
Students of Macao, Hou 
Kong Junior Chamber and 
the Macao Yue Xiu Youth 
Federation. The latter pri-
ze, was won by the Youth 
Affairs Committee of the 
Macao Federation of Nei-
ghborhood Associations, 
the Macau Youth Volun-
teers Association and the 
Macao New Chinese You-
th Association.
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G Survivor of 
car crash in 
Australia out of 
life-threatening 
condition
RENATO MARQUES

THE Tourism Crisis Management Office (GGCT) 
has announced that the third victim of the road 

accident in Perth, Australia, that killed two other 
Macau residents is currently in a “stable and out of a 
life-threatening condition.”

In a written reply to the Times, the GGCT said that 
it is “closely following the development of the serious 
road accident in Perth and has been in permanent 
contact with the Commissioner of the People’s Repu-
blic of China Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Macau,” to 
provide information and updates on the case.

The office noted also that family members of the 
deceased victims have already contacted the GGCT, 
calling for information and assistance on the case. 
“GGCT is in coordination and in permanent contact 
with the family members to provide all the assistan-
ce possible,” the Office noted.

As the Times reported yesterday, a team from the 
Chinese Consulate-General in Perth was deployed to 
work on the case and according to GGCT, this team 
has already contacted the relatives of all the victims 
and they have also visited the third victim, who is 
hospitalized and recovering from the accident.

The accident occurred on Monday around 2 p.m. 
local time on Indian Ocean Drive, a stretch of road 
190 kilometers north of Perth, at the turn-off to the 
Pinnacles rock formations, a tourist attraction.

The car in which the three Macau residents were 
traveling collided with a bus while attempting to 
turn onto a highway.

The impact speed caused the car to roll before co-
ming to rest on its roof, killing two of the passengers 
and leaving a third injured.

According to Chinese news agency Xinhua, the 
driver of the car died at the scene while a rescue He-
licopter conveyed two passengers to the Royal Perth 
Hospital. 

Later that day, a police report informed that one 
of the passengers transported to the hospital had 
also died as a consequence of the severe injuries su-
ffered.

As reported, some of the 34 occupants of the bus 
were also treated at the scene for shock and minor 
injuries.

Mid-Autumn Festival tourists 
grew to 1.04 million
T

OURIST arrivals 
during the Mid-
-Autumn Festival 
recorded a grow-

th of 9.56% compared with 
the same period last year, 
amounting to a total of 
over 1.04 million visitors. 

According to data provi-
ded by the Public Security 
Police, the number of ar-
rivals this festive season 
was 424,267 visitors higher 
than last year.

Recorded from Septem-
ber 13 to 16, PSP stated 
that a significant number 
of tourist arrivals came 
through the Border Gate, 
with a total of 782,272 visi-
tors. 

The second largest num-
ber of entries was through 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge, which saw 
69,089 tourist arrivals. 

Meanwhile, entries from 
the airport reached 46,898 
passengers during the four- 
day holiday.

Earlier this year, the Ma-
cau International Airport 
Co Ltd (CAM) expected 
that the local airport would 
handle some 8.70 million 
passenger journeys this 
year.

However, last week the 
president of CAM, Simon 
Chan, predicted that the 
airport’s passenger volume 
for this year would reach 

over 9 million arrivals and 
departures.

The airport processed 
over 5.58 million passen-
gers in the first seven mon-
ths of the year – a 17% year-
-on-year growth. 

The total visitor num-
bers that exited the Border 
Gate, Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge and the air-
port were 776,006, 66,893, 
and 46,781 respectively.

The second-day of the 
festival recorded the lar-
gest visitor arrivals and 
departures at 277,238 and 
287,397 respectively.

When compared to figu-
res from 2018, tourism arri-
vals dropped by some 19% 

yearly to 391,666.
Meanwhile, statistics 

show that during the first 
half of the year, visitor ar-
rivals to Macau totaled 
nearly 20.3 million, repre-
senting a year-on-year in-
crease of 20.6 percent.

The number of same-
-day visitors, which ac-
counted for about half the 
arrivals, also saw a double-
-digit percentage increase 
in the period.

By July 2019, visitor arri-
vals stood at 23.81 million 
across the first seven mon-
ths of the year, almost 
exactly 20% more than in 
the same seven-month pe-
riod a year earlier.  LV
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Marine authorities of Macau and 
HK discuss Ferry adjustments
RENATO MARQUES

THE marine authorities of both 
Macau and Hong Kong met 

last week to discuss several topics 
related to maritime transports and 
safety, namely the schedule and 
frequency adjustments recently 
made by ferry operators, the Ma-
rine and Water Bureau (DSAMA) 
informed in a statement released 
yesterday.

In the statement, both authori-
ties note that they have been closely 
following the developments of pas-
senger transport by sea, especially 
after the opening of the Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge (HKZMB) in 
October last year.

The authorities agree that sin-
ce the opening of the bridge, the 
passenger traffic volume of both 
regions started declining, with the 
drop being more clear and signifi-
cant late this year.

In the meeting, the authorities 
claim to have discussed the respon-
se measures taken by ferry opera-
tors, specifically on the reduction in 
the number of trips programmed, 
stating that they will “continue to 
monitor the situation and make 
corresponding arrangements.”

The press release came out pre-
cisely when the Times reported 
that ferry service provider Cotai 
Water decided to cut a total of six 
daily sailings between Macau and 
Hong Kong, effective from Oc-
tober 1.

In the meeting, the Marine 
authorities of Macau and Hong 

Kong also discussed new ad-
vancements regarding the faci-
lities being prepared which are 
expected to influence maritime 
passenger transportation soon. 
According to the statement, the 
authorities expressed hopes that 
with the third phase of the Taipa 
Ferry Terminal, which is currently 

under construction and includes 
an intermodal air-sea expressway 
connecting Macau Internatio-
nal Airport and Taipa, passengers 
would increasingly opt to use the 
terminal for transport connection 
convenience, with hopes bolstered 
by the expected commencement 
later this year of the Light Rapid 

Transit (LRT) system in Taipa.  
The authorities also note that such 
a transport hub will also benefit 
from the new helicopter service 
also planned to start operations in 
the short term, all contributing to 
the development of the Taipa Ferry 
Terminal and enriching the travel 
choices of citizens and travelers.
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HONG KONG

Lam says PR firms declined to 
help restore SAR’s image

In leaderless Hong Kong movement, 
Joshua Wong just one voice
OVERSEAS, Joshua Wong 

has emerged as a pro-
minent face of Hong Kong’s 
months-long protests for 
full democracy. At home, he 
is just another protester.

The 22-year-old activist, 
who rose to fame as a lea-
der of democracy protests 
five years ago, speaks to a 
U.S. congressional commi-
ttee today [Macau time], 
following visits to Germany 
and Taiwan to drum up su-
pport for the movement.

While not diminishing 
the importance of that role, 
other protesters say Wong 
does not speak for what is 
purposefully a leaderless 
movement. He has recei-
ved media coverage, both 
because he is well-known 
and the movement is largely 
faceless, since many protes-
ters speak only anonymous-
ly and wear masks to try to 
avoid arrest.

“Not that nobody cares 
about what he says, but it’s 
just that Joshua Wong alone 
cannot represent the whole 
of Hong Kong,” said Sean 
Au, a 17-year-old student. 
“He is just a participant, no 

longer a leader.”
His activities have none-

theless made him a target 
of the Chinese government, 
which has used him to accu-
se foreign powers of collu-
ding with anti-China sepa-
ratists to foment unrest.

Wong’s activism started 
at age 13 when he joined 
protests against a proposed 
high-speed rail link between 
Hong Kong and mainland 
China. The link opened last 
year after many delays.

The bespectacled teen 
set up a student activist 
group, Scholarism, months 
later and rallied more than 
100,000 people to protest a 
plan to implement manda-
tory patriotic education in 
schools. The government 
eventually dropped the 
plan.

It was the 2014 Umbrella 
Revolution that propelled 
Wong into the global spotli-
ght. Protesters occupied 
major thoroughfares in the 
semi-autonomous Chinese 
territory for 79 days in an ul-
timately unsuccessful push 
for direct elections for the 
city’s leaders.

Wong co-founded a po-
litical party, Demosisto, in 
2016, but its members were 
disqualified from serving 
and later even running for 
office because they advoca-
ted self-determination. He 
remains secretary-general 
of the organization, which 
now describes itself on Twi-
tter as a movement-orien-
ted youth activist group.

Wong, who has been ar-
rested and jailed repeatedly, 
was released in June, days 
after more than a million 
people took to the streets 
to protest an extradition bill 
which is widely regarded as 
an example of China chi-
pping away at the city’s au-
tonomy.

He was rearrested last 
month along with several 
others and charged with or-
ganizing an illegal rally out-
side a police station in June.

While Wong has inspired 
many, neither he nor other 
well-known individuals or 
groups have a central role 
in this summer’s mass mo-
vement, said Bonnie Leung 
of the Civil Human Rights 
Front, which has organized 

several massive marches 
this summer.

Leung acknowledged 
that Wong’s reputation as 
the poster child of the 2014 
protest gives him stature as 
a protest representative on 
the global stage, along with 
others such as Hong Kong 
pop star Denise Ho.

“Globally we need ac-
tions that will make (the 
Hong Kong and Beijing 
governments) think twice 
before they act,” she said. 
“Joshua Wong is a well-k-
nown face across the world 
and he can help in this.”

Wong and Ho are among 
five people due to speak at 
a hearing of the U.S. Con-
gressional-Executive Com-
mission on China titled 
“Hong Kong’s Summer of 
Discontent and U.S. Policy 
Responses.”

They hope to rally su-
pport for the Hong Kong 
Human Rights and Demo-
cracy Act, a bill proposing 
economic sanctions and 
penalties on Chinese and 
Hong Kong officials found 
to have suppressed demo-
cracy in the city.

Mousse Chan, a 45-year-
-old teacher, said she su-
pports Wong in his global 
tour, though she echoed 
the view that he is not their 
leader.

“We believe that every 
Hong Kong citizen has a 
responsibility to raise awa-
reness about our cause and 
he is just one of them,” she 
said.

Wong has accused the 
government of trying to 
frame prominent activists 
such as himself as a war-
ning to other protesters, 
but he said it was doomed 
to fail as the current unrest 
has no centralized figu-
reheads.

Born in 1996 to a mid-
dle-class Christian family, 
Wong has said his passion 
was ignited after his father 
started taking him to poorer 
areas when he was a young 
child. He has written a book 
called “I Am Not a Hero” 
and featured in a Netflix do-

cumentary entitled “Joshua: 
Teenager vs Superpower.”

Ahead of his trip to Ger-
many this month, he made 
headlines in Berlin after 
suggesting that two panda 
cubs — born to pandas ren-
ted from China at the Berlin 
Zoo — be named “Demo-
cracy” and “Freedom” to 
send a clear signal to China.

He later compared Hong 
Kong with East Germany 
during the pro-democracy 
protests that led to the fall 
of the Berlin Wall. Beijing 
has rebuked German Fo-
reign Minister Heiko Maas 
for meeting Wong, saying he 
disrespected China’s sove-
reignty.

Wong tweeted Sunday 
that human rights clauses 
should be included in the 
ongoing trade negotiations 
between the U.S. and China.

“I see no reason for us to 
give up and it’s time for the 
world to stand with Hong 
Kong,” he said. AP

EILEEN NG, HONG KONG

H
ONG Kong leader Car-
rie Lam said yesterday 
that the government 
had asked internatio-

nal public relations firms to help 
restore the city’s reputation, batte-
red by months of pro-democracy 
protests, but was rejected.

Lam said the firms told the 
government that “the time is not 
right” as the violence and unrest 
in the semiautonomous Chinese 
territory showed no signs of en-
ding. She didn’t give details on the 
firms or when they were approa-
ched.

The city’s reputation was likely 
tarnished not just by the protests 
but by what many viewed as the 
government’s slow response to 
the crisis.

Days after more than a million 
people took to the streets in early 
June, kicking off the protests, Lam 
suspended an extradition bill that 
sparked the unrest but refused to 
formally withdraw it. She caved in 
this month after the demonstra-
tions escalated, but the promise 
to ax the bill was deemed too litt-
le, too late as protesters widened 
their demands to include demo-
cratic reforms.

“It would perhaps be not the 
most cost-effective way to use go-
vernment resources to launch any 
campaign to rebuild Hong Kong’s 
reputation, but sooner or later, we 

will have to do it because I have 
every confidence in Hong Kong’s 
fundamentals,” Lam told a news 
conference Tuesday.

“The time will come for us to 
launch a major campaign to res-
tore some of the damage done to 
Hong Kong’s reputation,” she said.

Violence flared again over the 
weekend after an unapproved 
march downtown descended into 
familiar chaos. Hong Kong’s eco-

nomy, already reeling from the 
U.S.-China trade war, is facing its 
first recession in years, with tou-
rist arrivals plunging and busines-
ses being hit by the unrest.

The government took out a 
full-page advertisement in the 
Australian Financial Review ear-
lier this month, two days after 
Lam’s announcement that she 
was formally withdrawing the 
bill, vowing a peaceful resolution 

to the conflict amid concerns of 
possible military intervention by 
China. It’s the only known over-
seas effort by the government to 
assuage international jitters.

Lam said the city’s downgrade 
this week by credit ratings agency 
Moody’s was “disappointing” but 
acknowledged that the continued 
instability has tarnished interna-
tional perception of Hong Kong’s 
financial stability. Moody’s was 

the second agency to make the 
move after Fitch Rating.

Lam also said that she will be-
gin open dialogues next week 
with various community groups, 
including protesters, and that 
participants can freely express 
their views.

Many protesters have said the 
dialogues are meaningless if the 
government refuses to accept 
their four other demands — di-
rect elections for the city’s leaders, 
an independent inquiry into alle-
ged police brutality, unconditio-
nal release of protesters who have 
been detained and not labeling 
the protests as riots.

Lam said not all Hong Kong 
citizens support the protesters’ 
demands and reiterated that the 
government cannot condone 
violence. She said the dialogues 
are not one-off “gimmicks” but 
an important first step to resolve 
grievances over problems such 
as shortage of affordable housing 
and lack of jobs that contributed 
to the unrest. AP
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Portofino restaurant presents new semi-buffet lunch menu

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG), under its Community 
Caring Program 2019, has do-
nated MOP920,000 to General 
Union of Neighbourhood As-
sociations of Macau (UGAMM) 
Peng On Tung Charity Founda-
tion.

Portofino restaurant 
at The Venetian®  Ma-
cao has launched a new 
Italian antipasti semi-
-buffet lunch offer ba-
sed around salads, sea-
food and other healthy 

GEG donates MOP920,000 to charity foundation
difficulties.

GEG also organized volun-
teers to pay for home visi-
ts to Peng On Tung service 
users, where they share with 
the elderly information about 
disaster preparedness and 
emergency response actions 
in order to strengthen com-
munity awareness of disaster 
prevention.

GEG has been sponsoring 
300 service users for three 
years since the launch of the 
Peng On Tung Outdoor-Assis-
tance Service in 2019.

For the past 8 years, GEG 
has been cooperating with 
UGAMM on activities such as 
sponsoring key services and 
activities to foster a communi-
ty care network.

ty Italian hams and cold 
cuts such as Mortadella, 
Coppa and Prosciutto di 
Parma.

The menu also featu-
res authentic cheeses 
such as Reggiano, Par-
migiano and Taleggio, 
soups, artisan breads, 
and classic desserts like 
tiramisu, accompanied 
by peaches and cherry 
crostata.

Complementing this 
offer, diners can also 
add main course items 
to their lunch, including 
a selection of classic 
pasta dishes and piz-
zas, grilled red snapper, 
roast baby chicken and 
steak.

The donation was received 
by Leong Heng Kao, presi-
dent of UGAMM, who said it

would be used to subsidize 
the use of the Peng On Tung 
service and Peng On Tung 
Outdoor-Assistance Service 
for individuals with financial 

items.
According to a sta-

tement, diners can ex-
pect salads incorpora-
ting seafood, roasted 
vegetables, fruit, and a 
wide range of speciali-

AN MTR Corp. train derailed 
in Hong Kong, dealing a fresh 

blow for the subway operator that 
has become a target and battle-
ground in the anti-Beijing demons-
trations rocking the city.

The incident, which occurred 
yesterday morning and injured ei-
ght people, involved three carria-
ges that went off track and promp-
ted the company to suspend trains 
running between Hung Hom Sta-
tion and Mong Kok East Station on 
the East Rail Line. It’s unclear when 
the service will resume, MTR’s di-
rector of operations Adi Lau said at 
a briefing in the evening.

Secretary for Transport and 
Housing Frank Chan said he cou-
ldn’t determine whether the “se-
rious incident” was an accident or 

World shares were mixed yesterday and oil 
prices eased back pending updates on res-

toring output at a Saudi Aramco oil processing 
plant damaged by an attack over the weekend.

Chinese benchmarks led declines in Asia after 
the credit ratings agency Moody’s downgraded 
Hong Kong, citing its recent political turmoil.

On Wall Street, the future contracts for the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average and the S&P 500 
both lost 0.1%.

The U.S. and international benchmarks for 
crude fell back slightly after vaulting more than 
14% overnight after an attack on Saudi Arabia’s 
largest oil processing plant.

The weekend attack on Saudi Arabia’s biggest 
crude processing facility halted production of 5.7 
million barrels of crude a day, more than half of 
the country’s global daily exports and more than 
5% of the world’s daily crude oil production.

The attack raised worries about the risk of 
more disruptions in the supply of oil at a time 
when the global economic outlook is clouded by 
uncertainty.

Crude prices jumped 14% on Monday, compa-
rable to a 14.5% jump on Aug. 6, 1990, following 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait.

Yesterday, benchmark U.S. crude oil was tra-
ding 54 cents lower at $62.36 per barrel in elec-
tronic trading on the New York Mercantile Ex-
change. On Monday, it soared $8.05 to settle at 
$62.90 a barrel. Brent crude oil, the international 
standard, declined 17 cents to $68.85 per barrel. 
It jumped $8.80 to close at $69.02 a barrel in Lon-
don.

In Asia, shares were mixed.
Japan’s Nikkei 225 index recovered from early 

losses to edge 0.1% higher, closing at 22,001.32. 
South Korea’s Kospi was flat at 2,062.33 and the 
S&P ASX/200 in Sydney added 0.3% to 6,695.30.

Chinese benchmarks skidded after the credit 
ratings agency Moody’s downgraded Hong Kong, 
citing the city’s recent political turmoil.

The Shanghai Composite index shed 1.7% to 
2,978.12 and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng slipped 
1.2% to 26,790.24. AP

not -- comments that were echoed 
by the MTR and investigators. A 
probe may take three to six months 
to complete, the Electrical and Me-
chanical Services Department said.

An MTR subway train derailed 
near Hung Hom station in Hong 
Kong, causing an unspecified num-
ber of injuries.

The derailment aggravates 
what’s already been a tough few 
months for a company that long 
held a reputation for speedy and 
reliable services before it became 
a target of demonstrators. In recent 
weeks, many of its facilities have 
been smashed and protesters set 
fires outside stations, which have 
often been the scenes of violent 
clashes with police.

Investigators said they will exa-

mine whether there were mechani-
cal issues or foreign objects on the 
tracks. There were three cracks on 
the rail but it wasn’t clear whether 
they appeared before the incident, 
Lau said.

In March, a couple of Hong Kong 
subway trains collided during a 
test run of a new signaling sys-
tem, resulting in two drivers being 
hospitalized. Months earlier, a si-
multaneous signaling glitch on 
four subway lines caused chaos at 
stations during the morning peak-
-hour rush.

Shares of MTR, which also had its 
credit-rating outlook downgraded 
by Moody’s Investors Service yes-
terday, fell as much as 2.1% before 
closing down 1.3% at HK$46.20, the 
lowest in a week. BLOOMBERG

World shares 
mixed as markets 
await news on 
Saudi oil plant

MTR train carrying 
passengers derails  
in Hong Kong
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Chinese envoy going to US 
to prepare for trade talks

Taiwan loses biggest Pacific ally as Solomons embraces China
NICK PERRY, 
WELLINGTON

TAIWAN has lost its lar-
gest ally in the Pacific 

after the Solomon Islands 
confirmed yesterday that 
it is switching diplomatic 
allegiance to China, and 
observers say other Pacific 
nations may soon follow.

The switch has geopoliti-
cal significance that will be 
felt as far away as Washin-
gton because the Solomon 
Islands are located directly 
between Australia and the 
U.S. and were the site of 
fierce battles during World 
War II.

Alex Akwai, a spokes-
man for Solomon Islands 
Prime Minister Manasseh 
Sogavare, said the gover-
nment’s caucus took a 
poll on Monday, with 27 
lawmakers voting in favor 
of switching allegiance to 
China and six abstaining. 
He said the Cabinet then 
voted unanimously in fa-

vor of the change.
Akwai said the Taiwane-

se Embassy in the capital, 
Honiara, had lowered its 
flag yesterday. Embassy sta-
ff declined to comment.

Taiwanese President Tsai 
Ing-wen said it will close 
the embassy and recall all 
technical and medical staff 
stationed there.

“We sincerely regret and 
strongly condemn their go-
vernment’s decision to es-
tablish diplomatic relations 
with China,” Tsai said.

China, meanwhile, said 
it welcomed the Solomon 
Islands into its Pacific fa-
mily.

“China highly com-
mends the decision of the 
Solomon Islands’ gover-
nment to recognize the 
one-China principle and 
sever the so-called ‘diplo-
matic ties’ with the Taiwan 
authorities,” Foreign Mi-
nistry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said in a state-
ment.

China considers Taiwan 
to be part of its territory 
and wants to bring the 
island back into its fold. 
Taiwan split from mainland 
China during a civil war in 
1949 and set up a rival go-
vernment to the victorious 
Communists in Beijing.

Most countries recog-
nize Beijing today, and 
China has been ratcheting 
up diplomatic and econo-
mic pressure to woo the 
remaining ones since Tsai 
took office in 2016.

With a population of 
660,000, the Solomon Is-
lands were easily Taiwan’s 
largest remaining ally in the 
Pacific. Its economy relies 
on agriculture, fishing and 
forestry, and the country 
has a wealth of undevelo-
ped mineral resources.

Now only 16 countries 
worldwide continue to re-
cognize Taiwan, including 
five small Pacific nations. Of 
those, the Marshall Islands 
and Palau have close ties 

with the U.S. and are un-
likely to switch allegiance 
anytime soon. But experts 
say Kiribati, Nauru and Tu-
valu could soon switch.

U.S. Republican Sen. 
Marco Rubio said the U.S. 
shouldn’t stay silent.

“The Solomon Islands 
has officially become the 
latest nation to bow to Chi-
nese gov’t pressure and 
sever ties with Taiwan,” 
Rubio tweeted. “The U.S. 
and Int’l community must 
push back against Beijing’s 
bullying and efforts to iso-
late #Taiwan.”

James Batley, a resear-
cher at the Australian Natio-
nal University and a former 
Australian high commissio-
ner in the Solomon Islands, 
said the move didn’t come 
as a surprise.

“The sense in Solomon 
Islands is that there are sig-
nificant resources on offer 
here from China, and they 
want to move with the ti-
mes and on the side of his-
tory,” he said.

But he said the Solo-
mons needs to be careful 
not to get into serious debt 
to China, particularly as, 

even before the switch, it 
was looking to take out big 
loans to fund infrastruc-
ture projects including a 
hydroelectric dam. He said 
Taiwan had promised the 
Solomons a new stadium 
for when it hosts the 2023 
Pacific Games, and that the 
Solomons may now look 
instead to China for help.

Professor Anne-Marie 
Brady, an expert on China 
at the University of Can-
terbury, said the blow to 
Taiwan wasn’t as big now 
as it might have been in the 
past. She said that’s becau-
se Taiwan has managed to 
forge unofficial relations 
with dozens of countries 
and the European Union 
as part of a more pragmatic 
approach to its diplomacy.

She said the Solomon Is-
lands may also benefit from 
being able to better balance 
its relations with a number 
of larger countries, inclu-
ding China, the U.S., Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. AP

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

A 
Chinese envoy will head 
to Washington today to 
prepare for trade nego-
tiations.

The announcement yesterday 
follows conciliatory gestures by 
both sides ahead of the October 
talks on their fight over trade and 
technology, which threatens to 
dampen global economic grow-
th.

A deputy finance minister, 
Liao Min, will lead a delegation to 
Washington to “pave the way” for 
the 13th round of negotiations, 
the official Xinhua News Agen-
cy said. It gave no details of their 
agenda.

The two governments have rai-
sed tariffs on billions of dollars of 
each other’s goods. That has bat-
tered farmers and manufacturers 
on both sides and fueled fears the 
global economy, which already is 
showing signs of cooling, might 
tip into recession.

Beijing announced Friday it 
will lift punitive tariffs on Ame-
rican soybeans, China’s biggest 
import from the United States. 
That followed President Donald 
Trump’s decision to postpone a 
tariff hike on Chinese imports. 
But there has been no sign of pro-
gress on the core issues in their 
sprawling dispute.

Negotiations between Washin-
gton and Beijing broke down in 
May over how to enforce any deal.

Beijing says Trump’s tariff hikes 
must be lifted as soon as an agree-
ment takes effect. Washington 
wants to keep some in place to 
ensure Chinese compliance.

Trump and Chinese President 

Xi Jinping agreed in June to re-
sume talks but the last round in 
Shanghai in July produced no 
progress.

Washington wants Beijing to 
roll back plans for state-led de-
velopment of leaders in robotics 
and other technologies that some 
American officials worry will ero-
de U.S. industrial leadership.

The World Bank and a Chinese 
Cabinet agency, in a report issued 
Tuesday, urged Beijing to open 
markets and curb subsidies and 
official involvement in techno-
logy industries that it says might 
hamper development instead of 

promoting it.
The report on China’s fledgling 

technology was commissioned 
three years ago, well before the 
trade war with Trump over trade 
and Beijing’s technology ambi-
tions erupted.

It does not mention the trade 
war, though it focuses on the same 
policies that Washington, Europe, 
Japan and other trading partners 
say violate Beijing’s market-ope-
ning commitments.

Critics of those policies com-
plain that they are based on 
stealing or improperly pressuring 
foreign companies to hand over 

technology and shielding Chinese 
industry from competition.

The report was issued by the 
World Bank, the Chinese Finance 
Ministry and the Cabinet’s Deve-
lopment Research Center, which 
represents the most free-market 
oriented wing of the ruling Com-
munist Party.

It marks the third time the 
Washington-based bank and the 
DRC have collaborated on reports 
urging that the government scale 
back its role in the state-domina-
ted economy. They have had a li-
mited impact on policy.

“Developing new drivers of 

growth is becoming more urgent” 
due to a “complicated internatio-
nal environment” and weakening 
Chinese economy, a DRC official, 
Zhang Junkuo, said at a news con-
ference.

The report portrays its recom-
mendations as an extension of 
the ruling party’s market-oriented 
development plans.

Xi’s government, which has 
waged a crackdown on liberal 
intellectuals and activist lawyers, 
has attacked reform advocates 
who criticize government develo-
pment plans.

One of China’s most prominent 
economic think tanks, the Uniru-
le Institute in Beijing, announced 
last month it would shut down af-
ter the government banned it af-
ter seeking for years to silence its 
criticism of economic policy.

Xi’s government has announ-
ced tariff cuts and market-ope-
ning measures including allowing 
full foreign ownership of auto ma-
nufacturers for the first time. But 
it is resisting pressure to discard 
technology development plans 
considered to be crucial for pros-
perity and global influence.

The World Bank report calls 
on Beijing to “remove distortions 
and market barriers” and to ensu-
re government policies “supple-
ment market competition instead 
of supplanting it.” AP
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OFFICIALS in Japan 
appeared wary over 

the prospects for a trade 
deal with the U.S. after 
President Donald Trump 
said he was prepared to 
sign a pact soon.

Japan’s chief govern-
ment spokesman, Yoshihi-
de Suga, said yesterday 
that the two sides are still 
finalizing details after rea-
ching a basic agreement 
in late August on trade in 
farm products, digital tra-
de and other industries.

Suga said Trump and 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe are considering sig-
ning a deal in late Septem-
ber when they attend the 
U.N. General Assembly in 
New York.

“We are accelerating 
the work that still re-
mains,” he said. “But I de-
cline to comment further 
because we have not rea-
ched a formal agreement.”

Trump’s notice to Con-
gress, released by the 
White House on Monday, 
did not mention tariffs on 

INDONESIA’S president tra-
veled to the area hardest hit 

by forest fires, as neighboring 
countries urged his govern-
ment to do more to tackle the 
blazes that have spread a thi-
ck, noxious haze around Sou-
theast Asia.

President Joko Widodo flew 
to Riau province, where nearly 
50,000 hectares have burned, 
to encourage authorities to get 
the haze under control.

Widodo told reporters yes-
terday in the provincial capital, 
Pekanbaru, that about 5,600 
additional military personnel 
have been deployed to help 
the 9,000 people currently figh-
ting the fires, which have razed 
more than 328,700 hectares of 
land nationwide.

He said at least 52 helicop-
ters have dropped more than 
263 million liters of water and 
164 tons of salt for cloud see-
ding as part of the firefighting 
efforts in six provinces that 
have declared states of emer-
gency. The provinces have a 
combined population of more 
than 23 million.

“All efforts have been made, 
with more personnel on the 
ground to battle the fires,” Wi-
dodo said, “But the most im-
portant measure is prevention 
before fires occur.”

autos and parts, long a sti-
cking point between the 
two countries.

It said his administra-
tion was looking forward 
to collaborating with 
lawmakers on a deal that 
would result in “more fair 
and reciprocal trade” be-
tween the two countries.

Toshimitsu Motegi, 
who became foreign mi-
nister last week after ne-
gotiating the deal as eco-
nomy minister, said Japan 
must watch carefully to 
prevent Washington from 

Widodo regretted that local 
authorities have been slow in 
detecting and responding to 
fires before they start to grow.

“We have all the resources, 
but all of them were not activa-
ted properly,” he said.

He urged people to refrain 
from setting fires on peatlands 
or in forests that could trigger 
wildfires, and ordered autho-
rities take firm action against 
arsonists, both company em-
ployees and villagers.

Forestry and Environment 
Minister Siti Nurbaya Bakar 
said yesterday the ministry is 
investigating 370 plantation 
companies suspected of in-
tentionally setting fires for new 
planting, including 103 in Riau 
province.

She said authorities have 
sealed off at least 49 companies 
in the past week for investiga-
tion, including a Singaporean-
-based company and four fir-
ms affiliated with a Malaysian 
palm oil corporate group.

Police have arrested 185 
people suspected of starting 
forest fires. They could be 
prosecuted under an environ-
mental protection law that 
allows up to 10 years in prison 
for setting fires to clear land, 
national police spokesman 
Dedi Prasetyo said. AP

forcing any last-minu-
te changes, Kyodo News 
agency reported.

The agricultural mi-
nister, Taku Eto, cautio-
ned against letting down 
Tokyo’s guard until the fi-
nal agreement is reached, 
it said.

A long-sought trade 
agreement with Japan was 
scrapped when Trump 
withdrew the U.S. from a 
pan-Pacific trade agree-
ment shortly after taking 
office in 2017.

Japan and the other 10 

remaining members of 
the trade pact, the Trans-
-Pacific Partnership, then 
renegotiated their own 
deal without the U.S.

Trump said he prefer-
red that Washington and 
Tokyo strike a bilateral 
deal.

That resurrected the 
longtime issue of tarif-
fs on Japanese car and 
auto parts exports to the 
U.S. and of stiffer duties 
on U.S. exports of farm 
and other products to 
Japan. AP

JAPAN

Officials cautious on 
prospects for US trade deal

Indonesia sends more 
people, aircraft to 
battle forest fires

Most senior Catholic pedophile 
appeals Australia convictions

THE most senior Catholic to be 
found guilty of sexually abu-

sing children lodged an appeal in 
Australia’s highest court yester-
day against his convictions in the 
molestation of two choirboys in a 
cathedral more than two decades 
ago.

The High Court registry confir-
med that Cardinal George Pell had 
submitted a 12-page application 
for the seven judges to consider 
hearing his appeal.

A unanimous Victoria state 
County Court jury in December 
found Pope Francis’ former finan-
ce minister guilty of molesting two 
13-year-old choirboys in Melbour-
ne’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the 
late 1990s.

The Victoria Court of Appeal 
last month rejected his appeal in a 
2-1 ruling.

Pell, 78, was sentenced to six 
years in prison in March and is no 
longer a member of Francis’ Coun-
cil of Cardinals or a Vatican official.

The High Court is Pell’s final 
chance to overturn his convic-
tions, but there is no guarantee 
that Australia’s final arbiter will 
hear his appeal. The court only 
agrees to hear around one in 10 of 
the appeals that are submitted.

Pell’s lawyers must first persua-
de a single High Court judge that 
the full bench should agree to hear 

his appeal.
The court only hears significant 

cases that raise questions of law 
that are important to the broader 
community or involve conflicts 
between different courts.

Pell was largely convicted on 
the testimony of one victim. The 
second victim died of an acciden-
tal heroin overdose in 2014 when 
he was 31 years old without com-
plaining that he had been abused.

The surviving victim said after 
Pell lost his appeal in August, “I just 
hope that it’s all over now.”

Clerical sexual abuse and the 
Catholic Church’s handling of 
such cases worldwide have thrown 
Francis’ papacy into turmoil.

In a little more than a year, the 
pope has acknowledged he made 
“grave errors” in Chile’s worst co-
ver-up, Pell was convicted of abu-
se, a French cardinal was convic-
ted of failing to report a pedophile, 
and a third cardinal, former U.S. 
church leader Theodore McCarri-
ck, was defrocked after a Vatican 
investigation determined he mo-
lested children and adults. AP
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S
OUTH Korea is culling 
thousands of pigs after 
confirming African swine 
fever at a farm near its bor-

der with North Korea, which had 
an outbreak in May.

Kim Hyun-soo, South Korea’s 
agricultural minister, said the 
country’s first case of the highly 
contagious disease was confir-
med yesterday in tests on five pigs 
that died Monday evening at the 
farm in the city of Paju.

Officials were planning to com-
plete by Tuesday the culling of 
some 4,000 pigs raised at the farm 
and two other farms run by the 
same family. The government also 
strengthened efforts to disinfect 
farms and transport vehicles and 
ordered a 48-hour standstill on all 
pig farms, slaughterhouses and 
feed factories across the country 
to prevent the spread of the di-
sease, which threatens a massive 
industry that involves 6,000 farms 
raising more than 11 million pigs.

African swine fever has deci-
mated pig herds in China and 
other Asian countries before rea-
ching the Koreas. It is harmless 
to people but for pigs is highly 
contagious and fatal. There is no 
known cure.

“We will invest maximum ef-
fort to prevent the disease from 
spreading ... we believe the first 

week [following the outbreak] 
would be most dangerous,” con-
sidering incubation periods, Kim 
said during a news conference in 
Sejong City.

“We will quickly complete mo-
nitoring inspections at the 6,300 
farms [nationwide]  checking 
each pig to see whether it has fe-
ver or not and testing on even the 
slightest of symptoms,” he said.

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in called for fast and stern 
quarantine measures to prevent 
the disease from wreaking havoc 
on the pork industry, the presi-
dential Blue House said.

The outbreak in South Korea 
comes despite months of heighte-
ned monitoring efforts at border 
area farms after the disease spread 
to North Korea. In May, the North 
told the World Organization for 
Animal Health, or OIE, that 77 of 
the 99 pigs at a cooperative farm 
near its border with China died of 
the disease and the remaining 22 
pigs were culled.

South Korea’s agriculture mi-
nistry said investigators were sent 
to the farm to trace the source of 
the outbreak and it wasn’t imme-
diately clear if the disease would 
have crossed from North Korea. 
The ministry said in June that 
blood tests of pigs from some 340 
farms near the border with the 
North came back negative.

North Korea has scaled back 
cooperation with South Korea af-

ter a summit between leader Kim 
Jong Un and President Donald 
Trump collapsed in February, and 
it has ignored repeated South Ko-
rean calls for joint efforts to stem 
the spread of the disease.

South Korea placed hundreds 
of fences and traps around border 
area farms to prevent pigs from 
being infected by wild boars that 
roam in and out of North Korea. 
South Korea’s military, which had 

monitored the movement of wild 
boars through heat sensors instal-
led along the border, said it would 
be difficult for wild boars to cross 
over barbed wire fences in the 
mine-scattered border zone. But 
government officials have said 
the animals could possibly swim 
across rivers.

Kim, the South Korean agri-
cultural minister, said the Paju 
farm hit by the disease was about 
2.5 kilometers away from a river 
that runs across the border. But it 
is a sealed indoor facility with no 
windows and is surrounded by 
fences to fend off wild boars. The 
farm’s owner and four Nepalese 
workers said they hadn’t recently 
traveled outside of South Korea, 
Kim said.

“We haven’t been able to imme-
diately confirm the infection route 
of the disease,” Kim said. “We are 
trying to identify the cause as soon 
as possible because that would be 
crucial for preventing the disease 
from spreading.” AP

SOUTH KOREA

Gov’t culls pigs after confirming 
African swine fever
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LONG before President Donald 
Trump threatened to cut off 

Huawei’s access to U.S. techno-
logy, the Chinese telecom equip-
ment maker was pouring money 
into research that reduces its need 
for American suppliers.

Huawei’s founder says instead 
of crippling the company, the ex-
port curbs are making it a tougher 
competitor by forcing managers 
to focus resources on their most 
important products.

Little-known to Americans, 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. is the 
No. 2 smartphone brand worldwi-
de and the biggest maker of swi-
tching gear at the heart of phone 
networks. Its equipment is used 
by 45 of the 50 biggest global pho-
ne carriers.

Huawei is a pioneer in the 
emerging field of next-generation, 
or 5G, telecoms. It promises not 
just faster internet but support for 
self-driving cars and other futu-
ristic applications. That fuels Wes-
tern security concerns and makes 
5G politically sensitive. The U.S. 
claims the company might aid 
Chinese spying, though Huawei 
denies that and American officials 
have provided no evidence.

Huawei needs some American 
innovations, especially Google 
services used on Android phones, 
but industry experts say the com-
pany is increasingly self-sufficient 
after spending 485 billion yuan 
(USD65 billion) on research and 
development over the past deca-
de.

“They have a strategy to beco-
me completely independent from 
U.S. technology. And in many 

areas they have become indepen-
dent,” said Bengt Nordstrom of 
North Stream, a research firm in 
Stockholm.

Ren Zhengfei, who founded 
the company in 1987, acknowled-
ged in an interview that phone sa-
les will suffer if access to techno-
logy, including Google services for 
smartphones, is disrupted by the 
addition of Huawei to a U.S. Com-
merce Department “entity list” 
that requires it to get government 
permission to buy American tech-
nology. Phone sales could be $20 
to $30 billion less than forecast 
over the next two years, 
Ren and other executi-
ves said, but the com-
pany will survive.

“When the entity list 
came out, they hoped 
Huawei would die,” 
Ren said. “Not only did 
Huawei not die, it is 
doing even better.”

The company was 
added to the entity list 
on May 16 but alrea-
dy has been granted two 90-day 
extensions after American su-
ppliers of processor chips and 
other technology warned they 
stand to lose billions. Intel Corp. 
and other vendors that indus-
try analysts say were paid a total 
of some $12 billion last year by 
Huawei have asked the Trump 
administration for permission to 
continue sales.

The biggest potential American 
blow to Huawei would be the loss 
of Google services that are stan-
dard features on Android-based 
phones. Huawei could use An-
droid, which is open-source, but 
would lose Google’s music, maps 

and other applications, making it 
harder to compete with Samsung, 
the No. 1 smartphone brand.

“Nobody is going to spend mo-
ney to buy a premium Huawei 
phone if it doesn’t have maps, 
YouTube, Google Play,” said 
Samm Sacks, an expert in Chinese 
digital policy at the New America 
think tank.

Ren said he wants to keeping 
using Android and working with 
American suppliers. But as a fall-
back, the company unveiled its 
HarmonyOS operating system in 
August and said Android phones 

can be switched to the new sys-
tem in days if necessary.

Huawei, with $107 billion in 
2018 sales, spent 100 billion yuan 
($15 billion) on research and de-
velopment last year, more than 
Apple or Microsoft. It has 76,000 
engineers and other researchers 
at its sprawling, leafy headquar-
ters campus in southern China 
and in Silicon Valley, Russia, In-
dia’s Bangalore and other industry 
centers.

Huawei is “rapidly building 
up strength” in R&D, Forrester 
analyst Charlie Dai said.

In the AP interview, Ren made 
a sales pitch to Washington: To 

ease security fears, Huawei will li-
cense 5G technology to American 
developers.

“I am open to the possibility 
of a paid transfer of 5G technolo-
gy and production techniques to 
U.S. companies,” Ren said.

That is a long shot, given 
Washington’s pressure on pho-
ne carriers to shun Huawei. But 
it would increase the company’s 
presence in 5G and generate li-
cense fees and demand for its 
products.

Huawei is on a global charm 
offensive, trying to convince Eu-

ropean and other go-
vernments there is no 
truth to U.S. claims it is 
a security risk.

Washington has 
been lobbying Euro-
pean governments to 
exclude Huawei from 
5G networks but Ger-
many, France and Ire-
land say they have no 
plans to ban any su-
pplier.

Early on, Huawei faced com-
plaints it copied technology from 
industry leaders. It temporarily 
pulled out of the United States 
in 2003 after Cisco accused the 
company of copying software in 
routers.

But the company is catching 
up with Western developers, in-
dustry experts say. Huawei says 
it has collected $1.4 billion since 
2015 in license fees from other 
companies that use its technolo-
gy.

Huawei is, along with Ericsson 
and Nokia, a leader in developing 
network equipment to support 
5G. The company says it has in-

vested $4 billion in that since 
2009, produces its own equip-
ment and uses no U.S. technolo-
gy.

“It’s almost all our own compo-
nents,” Ren said.

Huawei also is among hun-
dreds of companies that are crea-
ting 5G phones and other devices, 
making it the only competitor to 
straddle the two markets.

“They are very well positio-
ned to develop 5G — at least the 
same level as their competitors,” 
Nordstrom said.

5G is meant to vastly expand 
telecom networks to support sel-
f-driving cars, factory robots, nu-
clear power plants, medical equi-
pment and other applications.

That, plus growing use of ne-
tworks to link fighter planes and 
other military hardware, raises 
the potential cost of security fai-
lures and the political sensitivity 
of 5G.

Huawei bills its Mate 20 X 
smartphone, which went on sale 
in China in August, as the first 
with 5G capability.

It uses Kirin 980 and Balong 
5000 chips from Huawei’s HiSi-
licon subsidiary instead of chips 
from Qualcomm or Intel. HiSi-
licon also makes Kirin chips for 
lower-end phones and Kunpeng 
chips for servers.

Huawei launched its Ascend 
line of processor chips in October 
for artificial intelligence. The 310 
for self-driving cars and the more 
powerful 910 are based on archi-
tecture from British chip designer 
Arm Ltd.

Arm said in July it might be 
forced to cut ties with Huawei be-
cause it does some research in the 
United States. That highlighted 
the challenge of finding suppliers 
with no U.S. links.

Arm said in an email it is “ac-
tively communicating” with the 
U.S. Commerce Department 
about the relationship. AP

Facing US ban, Huawei emerging 
as stronger tech competitor

The biggest potential 
American blow to 

Huawei would be the loss 
of Google services that 

are standard features on 
Android-based phones
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B
RITAIN’S Supreme 
Court began a hearing 
yesterday to decide 
whether Prime Minis-

ter Boris Johnson broke the law 
when he suspended Parliament 
just weeks before the U.K. is due 
to leave the European Union, in a 
case that pits the powers of elec-
ted lawmakers against those of 
the executive.

Johnson sent lawmakers home 
from Sept. 9 until Oct. 14, which is 
barely two weeks before the sche-
duled Brexit day of Oct. 31.

The decision outraged many 
lawmakers, who say it’s designed 
to prevent them from challenging 
Johnson’s plan to take Britain out 
of the EU next month, with or wi-
thout a divorce deal.

The suspension sparked legal 
challenges, to which lower courts 
have given contradictory rulin-
gs. England’s High Court said the 
suspension was a political rather 
than legal matter, but Scottish 
court judges ruled last week that 
Johnson acted illegally “to avoid 
democratic scrutiny.”

The U.K.’s top court is being 
asked to decide who was right, 
in a case scheduled to last up to 
three days. It is considering two 
questions: Is this a matter for the 
courts; and, if so, did the govern-
ment break the law?

David Pannick, attorney for 

transparency campaigner Gina 
Miller, said Johnson had impro-
perly suspended the legislature 
“to silence Parliament ... because 
he sees Parliament as an obstacle 
to the furtherance of his political 
aims.”

Pannick said it was a funda-
mental constitutional principle 
that “Parliament is sovereign and 
the executive is accountable to 
Parliament.”

And he called it “remarkable” 
that the prime minister had not 

submitted a witness statement to 
the court outlining his reasons for 
the suspension.

Johnson has said the suspen-
sion is routine, and will allow his 
government to launch its domes-
tic agenda with a new session of 
Parliament.

The court will also hear from 
the government’s lawyers, who 
have argued in a written submis-
sion that the issue is “intrinsically 
one of high policy and politics, 
not law.”

“There are no judicial or ma-
nageable standards by reference 
to which the courts could assess 
the lawfulness of ministerial deci-
sions,” they argue.

There will be submissions later 
from the governments of Scotland 
and Wales and former Prime Mi-
nister John Major — all suppor-
ting the challenges to the gover-
nment — and from a Northern 
Ireland campaigner who argues 
a no-deal Brexit would endanger 
the peace process there.

Johnson hasn’t said what he 
will do if the judges rule the sus-
pension illegal. He told the BBC 
he would “wait and see what they 
say.”

The case is the latest twist in a 
Brexit saga that has divided Bri-
tish politicians and the public for 
more than three years, since the 
country narrowly voted in 2016 to 
leave the EU.

Protesters with signs reading 
“reopen Parliament” and “defend 
our democracy” stood silently ou-
tside the courthouse across from 
the Houses of Parliament before 

the case opened, alongside a per-
former painted green and wea-
ring a blond wig who called him-
self “The Incredible Sulk.”

Johnson told a newspaper over 
the weekend that the U.K. wou-
ld break free of the EU “like the 
Hulk.”

The prime minister insists Bri-
tain must leave the EU on Oct. 31 
with or without a divorce agree-
ment, though he says he believes 
there is time to strike a deal with 
the bloc in time for an orderly de-
parture.

But the EU says Britain has yet 
to offer any “legally operational” 
solutions to the problem of kee-
ping goods and people flowing 
freely across the Irish border, the 
main roadblock to a deal.

The leader of the European 
Parliament’s biggest party group 
said that “no progress” was being 
made in Brexit talks.

Manfred Weber, who heads the 
center-right European People’s 
Party bloc, said in Strasbourg that 
“there is no proposal from the Bri-
tish side on the table.” AP

UK Parliament case opens at 
Supreme Court as Brexit nears
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Viajante da Música

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

A Minha Tese

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

TDM Entrevista (Repetição)

Resumo Liga dos Campeões 2019/2020

Ouro Verde Sr.1

Telejornal 

Semana Internacional

Tesouro Pirata nas Caraíbas Sr.1

Amor Maior

TDM News 

O Último Reino Sr.1

Telejornal (Repetição) 

RTPi Directo 

Wynn Presents:  Garden of earthly 
deliGhts 
time: 10am-10pm
Until: October 6, 2019 
VenUe: Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace 
admission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 6882 2839

sands Presents:  all that’s Gold does 
Glitter – an exhibition of GlamoroUs 
CeramiCs
time: 24 hours 
Until: October 9, 2019 
VenUe: The Venetian Macao, The Parisian Macao, 
Sands Macao & Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
admission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8888

mandarin’s hoUse
time: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2896 8820

JaPanese CUltUre and PerforminG arts 
Poster exhibit - GraPhiC trial Poster 
exhibit maCaU edition
time: 10am-9pm (Sundays to Thursdays) 
Until: September 22, 2019  
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8399 6699

Activists are using virtual reality technology to focus on 
areas of the Navajo Nation affected by uranium contami-
nation.

The arts collective Bombshelltoe has collected 360-de-
gree footage of land near Churchrock, New Mexico, to 
show how people and the land have changed since a 1979 
uranium mill spill, the Gallup Independent reports .

The film, titled “Ways of Knowing,” was directed by artist 
Kayla Briet.

The project started four years ago after Washington, 
D.C.-based nuclear policy program manager Lovely 
Umayam met Navajo activist Sunny Dooley at an event in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. Filmmaker Adriel Luis is also a co-
-producer of the movie.

“Sunny asked us during this meeting, ‘Where is your 
heart?’ And it caught my - along with everyone else’s - at-
tention,” Umayam said.

In 1979, a dam on the Navajo Nation near Church Rock 
broke at a uranium mill’s evaporation pond, releasing 94 
million gallons of radioactive waste into the Puerco River.

It was the largest accidental release of radioactive mate-
rial in United States history and three times the radiation 
released at the Three Mile Island accident.

The radiation contaminated not only water but the food 
chain. Cattle in western New Mexico later showed higher 
levels of radiation.

Virtual reality used to highlight 
uranium contamination

The United States and the USSR are to sign an 
agreement later this year to reduce the number of 
nuclear missiles.

US President Ronald Reagan announced the news 
that over 1,000 weapons would be scrapped over the 
next few years.

The superpower summit in Washington will be the 
first ever treaty reducing the total number of nuclear 
arms since their invention 50 years ago.

All the warheads at the site of England’s longest-
-running, anti-nuclear protest at Greenham Com-
mon will go as a result of the agreement.

President Reagan said the talks had been “frank, 
constructive and notable” and Soviet Foreign Minis-
ter Eduard Shevardnadze said it was “time to reap the 
harvest” after moving towards an accord for many 
years.

The arms to be dismantled under the treaty are all 
short and medium-range missiles based in Europe 
and the Soviet Union.

The inter-continental weapons which can reach 
thousands of miles will not be destroyed.

Even though the reduction only represents a 3% 
total decrease in the number of nuclear warheads 
deployed worldwide, peace campaigners welcomed 
the announcement.

The chairman of the Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament said it was the direct result of persistent 
pressure from the peace movement.

Details of the treaty, including the crucial matter of 
verifying the destruction of the missiles, have yet to 
be worked out.

But US Secretary of State George Shultz said the 
treaty was only the beginning of the process.

“This doesn’t solve all the problems by a long shot... 
But you’ve got to start,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

1987 superpower treaty to scrap 
               warheads

In context

Offbeat

The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty was 
signed in December 1987 by USSR leader Mikhail Gor-
bachev and President Reagan.
The INF agreement was followed by the first Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty (Start I) in 1991, which cut the 
numbers of long-range nuclear weapons by roughly half.
Two years later Start II agreed to scrap a further 3,000 - 
3,500 warheads.
The Treaty of Moscow in 2002, signed by Presidents 
George Bush and Vladimir Putin, reduced the number of 
weapons by a further 1,700 - 2,200.
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cineteatro
12 - 18 Sep

IT CHAPTER TWO
room1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
Director: Andy Muschietti
Starring: Jessica Chastain, James McAvoy, Bill Hader
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 169min

ABIGAIL
room2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Aleksandr Boguslavskiy
Starring:  Tinatin Dalakishvili, Eddie Marsan, Rinal Mukhametov
Language: English (Chinese)

ANGEL HAS FALLEN
room2
9:30pm
Director: Ric Roman Waugh
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Frederick Schmidt, Danny Huston
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 121min

FAGARA
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Heiward Mak
Starring:  Kenny Bee, Vicky Chen, Sammi Cheng
Language: Chinese (English )
Duration: 120min

ONE PIECE STAMPEDE
room3
7:30pm
Director: Takashi Otsuka
Starring: Chô, Hiroaki Hirata, Katsuhisa Hôki
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 101min
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- ___ do; 5- Types; 9- That woman; 12- Linebacker Junior; 13- Sound 

of a horse; 15- What you do to a joint, prior to a heist; 16- DEA agent; 17- Brief 
fight; 18- Projecting columns at end of wall; 19- Mobile home; 21- Thin; 23- 
Looks good on; 24- Novelist Deighton; 25- Destroys, as documents; 28- One 
who hunts humpbacks; 33- Closes in on; 34- Profit; 35- Broad valley; 36- Olden 
times, in olden times; 37- Trimmed; 38- Negative connector; 39- Director Kazan; 
41- Flows; 42- Tolerated; 44- Cocks; 46- Pines for; 47- Used to be; 48- Qualifying 
race; 49- Proposed; 53- Made of baked clay; 57- Tel Aviv server; 58- More recent; 
60- Folk wisdom; 61- Singer Sedaka; 62- Cave-dwelling dwarf; 63- Those, to 
Juan; 64- Implement used when rowing a boat; 65- Prying; 66- Classic cars;
 
DOWN: 1- Ain’t right?; 2- Rip; 3- Dr. Zhivago’s love; 4- Satan; 5- Maps within 
maps; 6- Sly looks; 7- Young fox; 8- Cpls.’ superiors; 9- Clock pointer; 10- 
Italian noble family; 11- Back; 14- The 
Netherlands; 15- Preserved in a metal 
container; 20- Eye covers; 22- Conger; 
25- Look of contempt; 26- Greeting; 27- 
Electromagnetic telecommunication; 
28- Alerts; 29- Hastens; 30- Feudal 
estate; 31- Crazy as ___; 32- Squares; 
34- Massive wild ox; 37- Gift; 40- Too; 
42- Scorch; 43- Narc; 45- Cigarette 
ingredient; 46- Every 52 weeks; 48- 
Backs of feet; 49- Vintner’s prefix; 
50- Bloodsucking insect; 51- Free 
from bias; 52- “Jurassic Park” actress; 
54- Stockings; 55- Switch ending; 56- 
Capone’s nemesis; 59- Court; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Trying something new requires 
a commitment, so don’t embark 
upon a new endeavor unless you 
are ready to give it your all for 
the long haul. Losing interest 
after a few days is not acceptable.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can get in their face and give 
them a piece of  your mind, or you 
can stop including them in your 
daily life as much as possible. If  you 
think that you need to vent, then 
you should go for the first option.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Someone who is really different from 
you may appear. It looks like they 
could really shake up your world - in a 
good way! They’ll show you that there 
are different ways of  approaching the 
problems you are facing.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Watch for different ideas when you’re 
working with others today because 
that’s where the next brilliant idea 
will lie. Your ability to see something 
fully formed when it’s still in its earliest 
stage is incredibly strong now.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Rigid works with yardsticks, but 
not with people. If  you expect 
people to bend to your wishes 
every once in a while, then you 
must bend to theirs every once in 
a while - it is only fair.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Be open-minded about the 
fact that things happen for a 
reason - and you will know 
what the reason is soon enough. 
Good friends offer words of  
encouragement...

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You are getting along extremely 
well with others right now. Even 
those people who usually rub 
you the wrong way are suddenly 
amenable to your wishes - and 
you are amenable to theirs!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t expect too much of  the 
people who have disappointed 
you recently. They are working 
on improving, but those changes 
can’t happen overnight. Be 
patient, stay close to home.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This is a great day to deal with 
strangers - especially those who hold 
some power over your life. Judges, 
teachers, bosses, and even police 
officers will be totally enchanted by 
your charm and kindness right now.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Think about how you can change 
something about yourself, 
today. Even if  you just try out a 
different fashion statement, you 
will create a ripple effect in the 
rest of  your life

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Learning is a snap for you right 
now. Devote yourself  to more 
intellectual tasks. You will get a great 
sense of  reward out of  teaching 
yourself  something new. Experience 
something that tests you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t be afraid to look for (and 
find) mistakes in your work - 
after all, isn’t it better to discover 
something that you did wrong 
yourself, rather than have the 
big boss or teacher discover it?

  Aquarius Pisces
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BRAD Pitt, star of the new spa-
ce movie “Ad Astra,” had a 

burning question for a real-life 
astronaut.

“Who was more believable? 
Clooney or Pitt?”

In a televised call yesterday, 
NASA astronaut Nick Hague 
answered Pitt — “absolute-
ly” — getting a big laugh. Pitt’s 
Hollywood pal George Clooney 
starred in the 2013 space film 
“Gravity.”

Hague and the rest of the In-
ternational Space Station crew 
previewed “Ad Astra” a few weeks 
ago. The movie opens Friday 

WILL Smith and Dame Helen Mirren (pictu-
red) will read a bedtime story during a one-

-night fundraising event to help fight global ho-
melessness.

Smith and Mirren will each tell their story from 
different locations during the World’s Big Sleep 
Out on Dec. 7. The campaign will encourage peo-
ple in 50 cities globally to sleep outside for a night 
in hopes of raising $50 million for the charity.

Smith’s reading will take place in Times Square 
in New York City. Mirren will appear in Trafalgar 
Square in London.

Each location is expected to feature live perfor-
mances. The sleep out will also be held in other 
major cities including Chicago, Amsterdam, Ma-
drid and Los Angeles.

All the proceeds raised will go toward registered 
charities helping homeless and displaced people.

down here.
Pitt portrays an astronaut who 

travels through the solar system 
to find his father. The film in-
cludes actual NASA shots of the 
moon and Mars.

“How’d we do? How was our 
zero-G?” Pitt asked from NASA 
headquarters in Washington.

“I got to tell you, it was really 
good,” said Hague, six months 
into his own 6 ½-month mission. 
“The depictions, the settings all 
as you can tell look very simi-
lar to the type of setting I’ve got 
around me. I got to imagine it 
was a lot easier for me to kind of 

Celebs to read 
bedtime story to help 
fight homelessness
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Brad Pitt asks astronaut: Who was 
better? Clooney or me?

enjoy the zero-G than it was you,” 
he added, flipping in weightless-
ness.

Pitt noted the movie’s spa-
ceship was “a bit cleaner” than 
the station. After asking about 
spacewalking and seeing Earth 
from space, Pitt said, “Most im-
portant question: Who controls 
the jam box?” Answer: The astro-
nauts take turns. With three Ame-
ricans, two Russians and an Ita-
lian on board, the music has an 
“international flair,” Hague said.

The 20-minute chat ended 
with Pitt sharing, “I can’t wait to 
brag to my kids.”
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FOOTBALL

Inter’s Conte fumes over 
media’s fixation on formations
ANDREW DAMPF, ROME 

O
NLY three rounds into 
his Serie A return, new 
Inter Milan coach Anto-
nio Conte is already fed 

up with the local media’s obses-
sion with tactics and the “modulo” 
— Italian for formation.

Known for his three-man de-
fense, Conte was asked if he would 
change to a more traditional four-
-man backline.

“Only in Italy are we fixated 
on formations,” Conte snapped 
at a reporter’s question over the 
“modulo.” ‘’I’ve coached in En-
gland and they’re not the least bit 
interested in that there. I want to 
see courage and intensity, which 
we’re trying to express. The rest is 
all crap.”

When Conte guided Juventus 
to three straight Serie A titles from 
2012-14, his “BBC” defense of An-
drea Barzagli, Leonardo Bonucci 
and Giorgio Chiellini was the ba-
ckbone of the club’s success.

When he took over Chelsea in 
2016, he used a 4-1-4-1 formation 
during dispiriting early-season los-

ses to Arsenal and Liverpool before 
quickly changing to a 3-4-2-1 with 
David Luiz, César Azpilicueta and 
Gary Cahill going on to anchor the 
defense in a campaign that ended 
with the Premier League title.

At Inter, Conte is using Diego 
Godin, Stefan de Vrij and Milan 
Skriniar to anchor a 3-5-2 and 

Inter has started with three wins 
from three matches to open up a 
two-point lead over Bologna and 
eight-time defending champion 
Juventus.

It’s the first time Juventus has 
not been atop the standings since 
March 2018.

Inter’s early success will be tes-

ted against struggling AC Milan in 
the city derby on Saturday.

“Modern football evolves and 
you have to keep up with the ti-
mes,” Conte said. “Enthusiasm 
isn’t tied to results but rather what 
we’re trying to do. Rome was not 
built in a day.”

MANDZUKIC TO QATAR?
Mario Mandzukic could be on 

his way to Qatar after being left 
off Juventus’ squad for the Cham-
pions League group stage.

“There are market opportu-
nities that present themselves. 
Mario has been a very important 
player for us over the years, he pro-
ved himself at every level, there is a 
possibility and in agreement with 
him, the coach and his agent, we 
decided it was best he didn’t come 
on this trip,” Juventus sporting di-
rector Fabio Paratici said before 
Juve’s scoreless draw at Fiorentina 
on Saturday, confirming that the-
re was an offer from Qatar for the 
striker.

Mandzukic scored goals in the 
double figures across all compe-
titions for Juventus each of the 

past four seasons but new coach 
Maurizio Sarri has preferred to 
use Gonzalo Higuain in support of 
Cristiano Ronaldo this season.

Midfielder Emre Can was also 
left off the Champions League 
squad, and had to apologize to the 
club after saying he was “furious” 
over the decision.

WOMEN’S SERIE A
Italy’s run to the quarterfinals 

of the Women’s World Cup has put 
more of a spotlight on the women’s 
Serie A.

The 12-team league opened its 
season over the weekend with the 
three favorites, two-time defen-
ding champion Juventus, AC Mi-
lan and Fiorentina the only teams 
to post victories.

Juventus’ 2-1 win over Empoli 
and Milan’s 3-0 shutout of Roma 
were shown live on Italy’s Sky sate-
llite TV service Saturday and Sun-
day, respectively.

Fiorentina’s 4-2 derby victory 
at Florentia San Gimignano was 
broadcast live via the club’s Twitter 
feed .

The Gazzetta dello Sport had a 
full page of coverage Sunday and 
Monday.

Inter Milan, making its debut 
in the top division, drew 2-2 with 
Verona.

Among the national team 
players to score were Cristiana 
Girelli for Juventus and Milan cap-
tain Valentina Giacinti, who led 
the league with 21 goals in 21 mat-
ches last season. AP

FOOTBALL

Saudi prince wins legal battle 
to control Sheffield United
A Saudi prince has 

won a London court 
battle for full control 
of Premier League club 
Sheffield United.

Prince Abdullah Bin 
Mosaad Bin Abdulaziz 
Al Saud and co-owner 
Kevin McCabe were lo-
cked in a legal dispute 
over ownership of the 
northern English team 
after their business part-
nership broke down.

The prince, throu-
gh his firm UTB LLC, 
took McCabe’s company 
Sheffield United Ltd. to 
court in a bid to enforce 
a sale agreement rea-
ched in December 2017.

Judge Timothy Fan-
court said McCabe must 
sell his 50-percent share 
of the club to the prince 
for 5 million pounds ($6 
million).

In a 138-page judg-
ment, delivered in Lon-
don yesterday [Macau 
time], the judge said the 
club is now worth “in the 

region” of 100 million 
pounds ($124 million).

In a statement after 
the ruling, Prince Ab-
dullah said he is “fully 
committed to continued 
investment in both the 
first team and the aca-
demy and to bringing 
best practices and the 
highest standards of 
management to the 
club.”

UTB will have to buy 
the club’s property as-
sets, which include the 
Bramall Lane stadium 
and the Sheffield Uni-
ted hotel, from Sheffield 
United Ltd.

The judge says Mc-
Cabe was introduced to 
Prince Abdullah in 2012 
by a third party who 
“misrepresented” the 
prince’s wealth.

They reached an 
agreement to split con-
trol of the club, then 
in the third tier and in 
need of investment, on a 
50-50 basis in return for 

the prince investing 10 
million pounds over two 
years.

After relations soured 
following disagreemen-
ts over funding, McCa-
be offered to either buy 
Prince Abdullah’s stake 
or to sell his to the prin-
ce for 5 million pounds.

The sale was not 
completed however, 
prompting Prince Ab-
dullah to bring legal ac-
tion against McCabe to 
enforce the contract of 
sale.

In return, McCabe 
sued in a bid to have 
the contract declared 
void or set aside and 
also sought damages for 
breach of contract and 
“a conspiracy ... to harm 
Sheffield United Ltd by 
unlawful means.”

The team has ope-
ned the Premier League 
season by collecting five 
points from five games 
to sit 15th in the 20-
team standings. AP
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Singapore woos banks in battle 
of Asia’s biggest forex hubs

Singapore saw its lead over Hong Kong shrink to just a whisker 
in the battle to be Asia’s biggest foreign-exchange currency hub. 
To keep its advantage, the island state wants to attract more 
companies to set up electronic trading platforms.

Average daily trading in Singapore jumped 22% to a record 
$633 billion in April from the same period in 2016, according 
to the latest survey by the Bank for International Settlements. 
That’s just ahead of Hong Kong’s $632 billion, as the Chinese city 
saw a 45% surge in daily transactions.

Singapore has enticed UBS Group AG, Citigroup Inc, Standard 

Chartered Plc and JPMorgan Chase & Co. in the past year to set 
up FX pricing and trading engines so that investors can reduce 
the time lag from routing trades elsewhere. That’s helped it take 
market share from Japan, while competing against Hong Kong 
that’s at the forefront of the yuan market.

The Southeast Asian nation will need another three to five ma-
jor players to build electronic trading platforms to achieve “criti-
cal mass” over the next year, according to Benny Chey, assistant 
managing director of development and international at the Mo-
netary Authority of Singapore.

OPINION
Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield 

Afghanistan A Taliban 
suicide bomber on a 
motorcycle targeted 
a campaign rally by 
President Ashraf Ghani 
in northern Afghanistan 
yesterday killing at least 
24 people and wounding 
31. Ghani was present 
at the venue but was 
unharmed, according to 
his campaign chief.

Iran has acknowledged for 
the first time that it holds 
three Australian nationals 
on suspicion of spying, 
marking the latest cases 
of those with Western 
ties being detained in the 
Islamic Republic amid 
tensions between Tehran 
and the U.S.

Israel Israelis vote yesterday 
in an unprecedented 
repeat election that will 
decide whether longtime 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu stays  in 
power despite a looming 
indictment on corruption 
charges.

Brazil As fires burn across 
the Brazilian Amazon, the 
vast state of  Amazonas 
has been among the 
hardest hit, with more than 
6,600  blazes recorded in 
August, 2 1/2 times more 
than the same month a 
year ago.

Russia’s main intelligence 
agency says three Russian 
border guards have been 
injured after they were 
attacked by North Koreans 
fishing illegally.

USA As they investigate 
President Donald Trump, 
Democrats on the House 
Judiciary Committee 
will hold their first official 
hearing in  what they are 
calling an impeachment 
investigation.
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Get your seaweed here
Climate change, population growth, agricul-

tural and other wastes and other problems are 
making our planet uninhabitable for humans. 
Luckily, seaweed can help us, but it will not solve 
all our problems.

Oceans cover 70% of the Earth’s surface and com-
prise 95% of available living space. Unfortunately, 
rising global carbon dioxide levels are heating up 
the oceans and making them more acidic. Human 
over-fishing has also decimated global fish stocks. 
We are dumping immense volumes of waste plas-
tics that destroy habitats into all our oceans, and 
agricultural run-off is increasing ocean nitrogen 
and phosphorus levels, which is promoting the 
growth of toxic red tide algaes, etc.

Human action has already killed off 50% of the 
world’s coral reefs and will probably kill the re-
maining ones before 2050. Reefs are a key part of 
the ocean’s ecosystems, being home to over 1.4 
million marine species and essential breeding 
grounds for fish and other sea animals. Using se-
lective breeding and other techniques, scientists 
are starting to learn how to “encourage” reefs to 
survive in hotter and more acidic waters, but it is 
early days in these efforts.

We seem to be very successfully destroying our 
oceans, which are a major global resource – a 
“Tragedy of the Commons” writ large.

When people talk of aquaculture they often for-
get lowly seaweeds. But they have always been an 
important part of the human diet, and the value 
of human (and other animal and plant) consump-
tion of seaweed is becoming more recognized glo-
bally. World annual production doubled between 
the years 2000 and 2014 to 27Mt, and a great deal 
more could be grown in the future.

Seaweed has a long history in Asian cuisines, 
where over 30 types are commonly eaten. As well 
as being useful food for humans, seaweed can be 
used as a plant fertilizer, animal feed, biomass 
fuel and as a source of hydro-colloids (used in 
cosmetics). Amazingly, Australian scientific stu-
dies are showing that including 2% of a common 
seaweed called asparagopsis taxiformis in the diet 
of ruminants (cows, sheep, goats) can reduce the 
waste methane gas that they excrete by over 80%. 
Methane is another dangerous global warming 
gas, like carbon dioxide, and is what we burn in 
gas cooking.

Seaweed cultivation also has other non-nutri-
tional benefits. It does not take up land needed 
for food production, is easy to grow and does not 
need fertilizer or pesticides – it actually absorbs 
the nitrogen and phosphorus from agricultu-
ral run-off. It also absorbs much more carbon 
than land plants and, like land plants, produces 
oxygen. Large kelp and other seaweed beds are 
also very healthy and safe fish and crustacean 
nurseries, and can help replenish global aquatic 
animal stocks. And, finally, they moderate sea 
storms and wave action to reduce coastal land 
erosion.

All round, lowly seaweed is very useful stuff! It is 
not a magic bullet to save the world from global 
warming or ocean pollution, but it can be a sig-
nificant element in solving both these problems.

Given the small size of our coastal waters, Macau 
is not well suited for seaweed production but we 
could certainly promote its use as a food. We can 
also encourage nearby regions to increase their 
seaweed production and use. The large quantities 
of food purchased to support our large tourism 
industry gives Macau strong leverage over nearby 
farming practices if we can find the will and ex-
pertise to use it wisely.

US Army revamps 
recruiting, hits 
enlistment goal

LOLITA C. BALDOR

A year after failing to 
meet its enlistment 

goal for the first time in 13 
years, the U.S. Army is now 
on track to meet a lower 
2019 target after revam-
ping its recruitment effort.

Army leaders tell The 
Associated Press that they 
expect to sign up more 
than 68,000 active duty 
soldiers for the fiscal year 
that ends Sept. 30, as the 
largest branch of the U.S. 
military increasingly turns 
to social media and other 
new online methods to 
find potential recruits.

Last year, the Army brou-
ght in about 70,000 new 
active duty recruits, well 
below the 76,500 it needed 
amid low unemployment 
and tough competition 
from higher-paying civi-
lian companies. Meeting 
the lower 2019 figure is 
considered a victory for a 
service that has struggled 
to compete for young peo-
ple who are less familiar 
with the military and that 
was criticized last year for 
using more bad conduct 
waivers and other waivers 
to meet enlistment goals.

“We’re smoo-
thing out the 
Army’s growth,” 
Gen. James Mc-
Conville, chief of 
staff of the Army, 
said in an AP in-
terview. “What 
we want to do 
is have modest 
growth over the 
next couple of years. And 
we’re trying to make sure 
that the end strength we 
have is high quality.”

Army leaders dispute 
the idea that they lowe-
red the goal to help meet 
expectations. Instead, 
they said they plan to gra-
dually grow the Army from 
476,000 members last year 
to about 490,000 by 2024, 
seeking more high-quali-
ty recruits who will be less 
likely to fail or get injured 
in early training.

McConville and Army 
acting Secretary Ryan Mc-
Carthy said that it took 
time to institute changes 

in the recruiting over the 
past year but that the shifts 
have started to show pro-
mise. Already recruiters 
have an additional 13,000 
recruits under contract to 
join the service in the fiscal 
year that begins Oct. 1, gi-
ving them a jump on next 
year’s totals.

They said the recrui-
ting goal for next year will 
be between 68,000 and 
69,000.

After a massive buildup 
to fight the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, the Army 
in recent years slashed 
more than 50,000 soldiers 
as those conflicts scaled 
back. Now, to meet mili-
tary demands, the Army 
needs to grow again.

But in the effort to en-
list more soldiers, Army 
leaders faced criticism, 
including from Congress, 
over the expanded use of 
waivers for recruits with 
previous marijuana use, 
bad conduct and health 
problems.

The use of waivers trig-
gered worries that the ser-

vice would repeat mistakes 
made during the war buil-
dup when recruiters brou-
ght in more youth with 
histories of misconduct, 
drugs and crime, which led 
to discipline and behavior 
problems in the units.

Now Army leaders say 
they have reduced waivers 
and improved the quality 
of recruits.

Maj. Gen. Frank Muth, 
head of Army Recruiting 

Command, said 
there were 3.4% 
fewer waivers this 
year and that in-
cludes the lowest 
percentage of con-
duct waivers in two 
decades. He said 
that about 12% of 
the recruits in 2019 
needed a waiver to 

get in, and less than 9 per-
cent this year needed one.

To meet the recruiting 
goal while limiting wai-
vers and raising standards, 
the Army increased the 
number of recruiters and 
targeted 22 cities that had 
historically been challen-
ging areas. And, Muth said, 
“we have changed from 
the industrial age into the 
digital age in how we’re re-
cruiting.”

Historically, the top me-
thod of getting recruits has 
been in person. But young 
people are now more inte-
rested in connecting onli-
ne than face to face. AP

Army leaders 
say they have 

reduced waivers 
and improved the 
quality of recruits 


