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WITH HONG KONG OUT OF THE 
PICTURE, MAINLAND TOURISTS ARE 
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AND THE PHILIPPINES  P2
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KONG’S SPECIAL TRADING STATUS  P8

PHILIPPINES ARRESTS 
600 ILLEGAL CHINESE ON 
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Philippines  Health 
officials declared a 
polio outbreak in the 
country yesterday, 
nearly two decades 
after the World Health 
Organization declared 
it to be free of the 
highly contagious and 
potentially deadly 
disease. 

Indonesia  The sports 
minister resigned 
yesterday after being 
accused of stealing 
$1.8 million in public 
money.

India Commuters in 
India’s capital faced 
difficulties yesterday as 
much of the city’s public 
transportation, including 
private buses, auto-
rickshaws and some 
ride-hailing services, 
remained off the roads 
to protest a sharp 
increase in traffic fines 
under a new law.

Afghanistan A powerful 
suicide truck bomb 
devastated a hospital in 
southern Afghanistan 
yesterday morning, 
killing 20 people and 
wounding 97 others, 
according to the 
province’s governor, 
while a deadly drone 
strike in the country’s 
east was blamed on U.S. 
forces. Macau cuts benchmark 

interest rate to 2.25%
 P5

Air Quality Good

Deep in the 
Amazon 
rainforest, 
there is talk 
of a looming 
conflict over 
land
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TRIBE 
FIGHTS 
BACK
Deep in the Amazon rainforest, there is talk 

of a looming conflict over land B
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CE-ELECT PONDERS 
BIRTH RATE BOOST
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Paulo Coutinho

Be bold to live

THE secret of  enjoying life to the full is to 
“get out of  the comfort zone,” Jolian, a 

young Macau entrepreneur and skater told the 
Times yesterday in a captivating interview.

The leitmotif  of  the story was his recently 
opened skateboarding shop and the momen-
tum of  the sport, which will feature for the 
first time in the Olympics in Japan next sum-
mer. However, the interview ended up having 
much more to it: jumping from the board to 
life in Macau as a young adult, Jolian profiled 
a social mindset of  immobilism and confor-
mism in the city’s twenty and thirty-somethin-
gs working population – the men and women 
that one day will rule Macau. (Will they?)

“It is not easy, but you have to [get out of  the 
comfort zone]. If  you never step out and take 
that first step you won’t have any future, you 
just keep repeating your life year after year.”

It is refreshing to hear bold and critical you-
ng voices from time to time beyond the realm 
of  hard politics in the mostly immobile Macau 
youth. The majority in this age group when 
asked about politics say they don’t care about 
it, without thinking that, right there, they are 
taking a political stance – not to intervene. 
And for those who do care, the heavy hand 
of  the establishment is promptly raised up, sa-
botaging any deviation from the officious line 
of  thought; any hint of  independent thinking.

A world of  difference lies just 60 miles away 
to the east on the other shore of  the mouth of  
the Pearl River Delta, where most of  the youth 
lives on the edge and vocally shows what and 
where and who they stand for in politics – in 
a broad sense.

They, like the majority of  the population of  
the neighboring SAR stand to keep the rule 
of  law, freedom and democracy. If  there is a 
revolution ongoing in Hong Kong, and there 
is one, it is a keeper’s revolution. The brave 
people of  Hong Kong don’t want change, they 
want to keep the status quo and develop the 
democratic system – which is a promise made 
by China inked in the region’s mini-constitu-
tion, the Basic Law.

Lately, there are voices rising against the “rio-
ters,” the radicals, the black-shirts movement 
without a leader but with a clear demand: we 
want keeps.

Yes, in Hong Kong, they also have their hea-
vy hands of  obscurantism – some 500 pro-
fessionals of  the medical sector, to name one, 
that published an open and signed letter in a 
full newspaper page this week to proclaim that 
“their” sector (which in total comprises tens 
of  thousands of  professionals) is for the police 
and against the “vandals.”

The fallacy in this kind of  commentary is 
that they are missing the big picture. They are 
looking at episodic incidents – which are com-
mon in any revolutionary process – and not 
at this major moment of  world history, when 
common people rose up to defend their way of  
life, actively engaging almost half, if  not more, 
of  their active population.

So, as Jolian, the skater, said: be bold and 
exit – your comfort zone – because life as you 
know it might not be always there.

Tourist arrivals surge in 
Southeast Asia amid HK unrest
LYNZY VALLES

SOME countries in Sou-
theast Asia are benefit-

ting from the increase in the 
number of visitor arrivals 
from mainland China, as 
tour groups continue taking 
their business out of Hong 
Kong and going elsewhere. 
Macau is also benefiting, 
recording a double-digit in-
crease in year-to-date terms, 
but not as fast as countries 
such as Thailand, Singapore 
and the Philippines.

Hong Kong authorities 
noted last week that the city’s 
tourist arrivals have plun-
ged the most since the 2003 
SARS outbreak, recording an 
approximately 40% decrease 
compared to a year ago.

Singapore is one of the 
regions benefitting from a 
surge in mainland Chinese 
tourism. Data from the city-
-state’s tourism board shows 
that Singapore recorded the 
highest monthly number of 
visitors from the mainland 
in over a decade. 

The tourism bureau said 
that it recorded a 46% in-
crease in its mainland China 
travelers in July, amounting 
to nearly 390,000 – compa-
red to its figures in June, in 

which it recorded 266,000 
tourists.

Aside from Singapore, 
both Thailand and the Phi-
lippines also recorded an in-
crease, with Chinese visitor 
arrivals increasing by 9.4% 
in Thailand in June and July, 
and a nearly 30% rise seen in 
the Philippines.

On a year-on-year basis, 
Thailand saw an 18% rise in 
August, while the Philippi-
nes recorded an increase of 
43.2% last month.

According to industry ex-
perts, most of Southeast Asia 
appears to be benefiting 
from the diversion of touris-
ts from Hong Kong, yet they 
also cited other reasons for 
the increase in the number 
of Chinese visitors traveling 
to other Southeast Asian 
countries.

Michael Chiam, a senior 
lecturer in tourism at Sin-
gapore’s Ngee Ann Polyte-
chnic, said the “Chinese, to 
some extent, follow what 
their government says, and 
[…] countries that are not 
friendly to them, they will 
not visit.”

According to the scholar, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan 
and South Korea have long-
-running disputes with Bei-

jing and were “not that po-
pular” with tourists from the 
mainland.

“From that angle, the 
ASEAN region is relatively 
safe for them. As far as sen-
timent is concerned, it is 
relatively positive,” Chiam 
added, referring to the 
10-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations.

Although Hong Kong is 
just an hour away from Ma-
cau, analysts had noted that 
it would only have minor in-
flationary effect on Macau’s 
tourism arrivals.

Just this Mid-Autumn 
Festival, some 1.04 million 
visitors entered the SAR, of 
which 782,272 visitors came 
through the Border Gate.  
According to data provided 
by the Public Security Police, 
the number of arrivals this 
festive season was 424,267 
visitors higher than last year. 
Political commentator Larry 
So previously told the Times 
that the demonstration in 
the neighboring region may 
have a positive impact on 
Macau’s tourism arrivals.

He shared that many 
mainland tourists join orga-
nized trips to both special 
administrative regions, but 
might now choose to avoid 

some parts in central Hong 
Kong. Accordingly, they mi-
ght choose to stay a little lon-
ger in Macau this time. 

As for other scholars, 
some believed that many 
countries had already been 
anticipating a surge in Chi-
nese tourist arrivals, given 
Hong Kong’s current condi-
tions.

Back in July, the Hong 
Kong Inbound Travel Asso-
ciation estimated that the 
number of organized tours 
to the city has dropped by 
20% to 30% from the same 
period a year earlier.

Hong Kong businesses 
are also reporting that they 
expect sales volume to be 
significantly down on ac-
count of disruptions caused 
by the protests.

The neighboring region’s 
hotel industry has been 
struggling with a collapse 
in bookings. As reported, 
revenue from room sales 
is set to plunge as much as 
50% this month, according 
to Yiu Si-wing, a Hong Kong 
lawmaker representing the 
tourism industry, who said 
visits from mainland China, 
which usually account for 
80% of arrivals, are down as 
people fear for their safety.
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forum celebrates 
Confucius’ birthday 

THE University of Macau (UM) is organi-
zing a forum on Chinese history and cul-

ture to coincide with the 2,570th birthday of 
the ancient Chinese philosopher, Confucius. 
Officially launched yesterday, the celebration 
consists of several exhibitions about Chinese 
culture and a forum on Confucianism. 

Jointly organized by the Centre for Chinese 
History and Culture and Confucius Institute 
of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of the 
UM, the forum is expected to “allow students 
and staff to learn about Confucianism in Chi-
nese traditional culture and its development 
in contemporary society.” 

“This is to also enhance one’s self-confi-
dence on national culture, and explore the 
path of Chinese culture’s revival and recons-
truction,” according to information released 
by UM. 

During an opening ceremony yesterday, 
the “Cultural Ambassador” of the UM Con-
fucius Institute delivered a traditional dance 
performance.  

Organized by the University Library of UM, 
an exhibition titled “Landscape Paintings of 
Zhang Zhimin and Exhibition of the Works of 
the Mao Hongwei, Zhang Qinzhi and Dong-
gang” will be on exhibition at the UM library 
until September 30. About 80 works of Zhang 
Zhimin with his students are being exhibited. 

A special exhibition of Suzhou’s Fine Arts 
and Crafts, organized by the Suzhou Overseas 
Friendship Association, is also being presen-
ted until September 23. JZ

‘European standards failed to 
protect Science Museum’
JULIE ZHU

E
UROPEAN architec-
tural standards were 
unable to protect the 
Macau Science Mu-

seum from recent typhoons 
because they are unsuitable 
for Macau’s specific weather 
requirements, according to 
a construction industry ex-
pert. 

Pang Yiu Kwong, Vice 
Chairman of the Macau 
Construction Industry Asso-
ciation, provided his asses-
sment during the National 
Quality Engineering Archi-
tecture Construction Techni-
ques Seminar, held at the 
Macau Science Museum. 

Pang remarked that Ma-
cau has many buildings whi-
ch have applied European 
architectural standards, but 
that Macau’s requirements 
for anti-typhoon and anti-
-flooding are different from 
those in Europe. 

He gave the example of 

the Macau Science Museum 
by explaining that the exter-
nal structure of the museum 
was built according to Euro-
pean standards, but the faci-
lity has sustained damage se-
veral times due to typhoons.

“European standards 
have some very obvious loo-
pholes. Europe is not a place 
with strong winds and there 
is not much rain either. Eu-
ropean standards are appro-
priate given the continent’s 
geographical conditions, but 
they are flawed when used in 

Macau,” said Pang.
In addition to considering 

European standards unsui-
table for Macau, Pang re-
commends Macau to follow 
Guangdong standards, or, 
more specifically, Greater 
Bay Area standards, which 
are yet to be drafted.

According to Pang, Ma-
cau, Hong Kong and the 
nine Greater Bay Area cities 
in Guangdong are drafting 
a guideline together for the 
construction industry on 
coastal regions that suffer 

from strong winds and floo-
ding. Pang claims that once 
the regulation drafting is 
completed, the Greater Bay 
instructions will provide te-
chnical guidance in respect 
of construction, examination 
and maintenance of buildin-
gs and structures.

Pang, who is also a direc-
tor of the China Steel Cons-
truction Society, recom-
mended that Macau refer to 
Guangdong province’s te-
chnical regulations for metal 
roofing in strong wind-prone 
areas, and Fujian province’s 
standards for metal roofing 
in coastal areas. 

This is not the first time a 
local expert has criticized the 
adoption of European stan-
dards in Macau. Previously, 
European environmental 
standards were also said to 
be unsuitable for Macau, and 
it was suggested that Macau 
refer to its neighboring cities 
when it comes to environ-
mental assessment.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
20.09.2019 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳聞

4

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

GChan Hong 
wants control 
over ‘unhealthy 
publications’ 

Lawmaker Chan Hong has written 
an interpellation to the government 
urging the authorities to exercise 
control over “unhealthy publications”. 
Chan first praised the government’s 
efforts in promoting reading in 
Macau, which has seen “rather good 
results.” However, Chan said that 
there still remains a “loophole and 
grey area” in terms of unhealthy 
publications that are related to 
pornography, violence, cults, and 
other things. “Regarding extremely 
unhealthy content, as well as 
content that causes discomfort after 
reading, Macau does not have a law 
to regulate them,” Chan pointed 
out. “Currently, these publications 
are still being sold in Macau. How 
is the government going to handle 
the situation? How are the relevant 
departments keeping the youth afar 
from unhealthy publications and 
information, and leading them to read 
healthy publications?” Chan asked. 

DSAT considers 
taxi fare increase 
proposal 

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) is 
considering taxi drivers’ application 
for a taxi fare increase, bureau 
director Lam Hin San revealed 
yesterday. Lam confirmed the 
reception of the application, saying 
that, once there is a suitable 
proposal, the DSAT will discuss it with 
the transport advisory committee 
and proceed to announce the 
updates to the public. However, 
currently, the DSAT does not have a 
timetable regarding the completion 
of the review. In addition, the DSAT 
expects to launch, in October, a 
public tender for the installation of 
voice and image recording devices 
inside taxis. It is expected that, by 
the end of 2020, approximately 
1,900 taxis will have this equipment 
installed, according to Lam.

Six boats found 
violating marine 
regulations 

During a recent joint operation 
between Zhuhai and Macau marine 
and customs authorities, six boats 
have been found operating in Macau 
waters without complying with the 
relevant policies. Specifically, these 
boats did not have names, vessel 
numbers, operation certificates, 
nor a registered home port.  The 
departments issued an alert to 
the persons responsible for the six 
vessels, and then explained to them 
the regulations on Macau waters, 
navigation safety and fishing control, 
eventually leading the vessels out 
of Macau waters. Local customs 
and marine authorities say that they 
will work with relevant departments 
from Zhuhai to continue to conduct 
joint inspections from time to time in 
order to combat vessel irregularities. 
According to previous news reports, 
local fishermen have accused 
mainland-certified vessels of illegal 
fishing in Macau waters.

GAMING

Blackstone in talks to buy 
the Bellagio and MGM Grand

GAMING

Philippines arrests hundreds of 
Chinese for alleged cybercrimes
ABOUT 600 allege-

dly illegal Chinese 
workers have been arres-
ted in the Philippines in 
less than a week after Bei-
jing’s call for a crackdown 
on online gambling.

Some 324 undocu-
mented Chinese natio-
nals will be deported after 
being apprehended on 
Monday in the western 

Palawan province for alle-
ged cybercrimes, the Phi-
lippines’ immigration bu-
reau said in a statement.

The agency also said 
in an earlier statement it 
had arrested 277 Chinese 
nationals last Wednesday 
for allegedly conducting 
illegal online operations 
in Pasig City in the Phi-
lippine capital, Manila. 

Those arrested are wan-
ted for fraud and invest-
ments scams in China, 
the immigration bureau 
added, citing information 
from Chinese authorities.

Last month, China 
urged the Philippines to 
crack down on online 
casino operations cate-
ring mostly to Chinese 
nationals. Philippine Pre-

sident Rodrigo Duterte 
has said he will not ban 
the billion-peso industry 
despite Beijing’s oppo-
sition, as it benefits the 
Southeast Asian nation.

Even so, Philippines 
Finance Secretary Car-
los Dominguez said this 
week he wants the main 
tax agency to shut down 
and file cases against on-

line gaming operators 
that haven’t paid their 
dues.

Dominguez issued 
the order after finding 
out that the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue hasn’t 
substantially collected 
21.6 billion pesos ($420 
million) in income taxes.

The revenue agency 
has issued 130 tax asses-
sments to companies in-
volved in online gaming, 
an industry that’s estima-
ted by property broker 
David Leechiu to be em-
ploying about 440,000 
mostly Chinese workers. 
DB/BLOOMBERG

BLACKSTONE Group Inc. is 
in advanced talks to buy and 

lease back the iconic Bellagio 
and MGM Grand Las Vegas casi-
nos from MGM Resorts Interna-
tional, according to people with 
knowledge of the matter.

They have yet to agree on a 
transaction and one may not be 
reached, said the people, who 
requested anonymity because 
the talks are private. The terms 
of the potential deal couldn’t 
be learned. Representatives for 
Blackstone and MGM Resorts 
declined to comment.

MGM Resorts has been ex-
ploring selling and leasing back 
the properties individually or 
bundled together, Bloomberg 

News reported in July. Proper-
ty sales free up cash for casino 
companies to expand while le-
tting them continue to manage 
their resorts.

The Las Vegas-based com-
pany in January formed an 
independent committee to 
evaluate ways to extract value 
from its real estate portfolio. Ac-
tivist investor Starboard Value 
built a position in the company 
with plans to push for changes, 
Bloomberg News reported that 
month.

“A Blackstone deal to buy and 
lease back Bellagio and MGM 
Grand - in advanced talks, 
Bloomberg reports - could raise 
$6.5-$7 billion for a $10 billion 

resort in Osaka, Japan, where 
MGM will vie for a license,” said 
gaming analyst Brian Egger.

MGM Resorts expects to sha-
re the results of the review in 
early fall, Chief Executive Offi-
cer Jim Murren said in a confe-
rence call with analysts in July.

The Bellagio and MGM 
Grand Las Vegas are two of the 
crown jewels in MGM Resorts’ 
portfolio of gaming resorts in 
the U.S. and China. Together, 
the properties have more than 
10,000 rooms and about 315,000 
square feet of casino space, ac-
cording to the company’s most 
recent annual report.

MGM Resorts could recei-
ve proceeds of up to $4 billion 

selling the Bellagio and nearly 
$3 billion from a sale of MGM 
Grand, analysts with Bloomberg 
Intelligence said in July.

Blackstone, a New York-ba-
sed private equity firm, has built 
up a hefty war chest for real es-
tate transactions. Last week, it 
said it raised $20.5 billion for its 
ninth real estate fund, topping 
the $15.8 billion it raised for its 
predecessor vehicle.

The firm has a history in the 
gaming sector. It’s holdings 
include Spain’s Cirsa Gaming 
Corp., which it acquired last 
year for about $1.8 billion, and 
the Cosmopolitan of Las Vegas, 
which it acquired in 2014 for 
$1.7 billion. BLOOMBERG
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Macau cuts benchmark 
interest rate to 2.25%

T
HE Monetary Authority 
of Macao (AMCM) cut its 
benchmark interest rate 
yesterday in line with de-

cisions in Hong Kong and by the 
U.S. Federal Reserve. The mone-
tary authorities in the two special 
administrative regions of China 
lowered their base rate from 2.5% 
to 2.25%, while the U.S. Fed cut its 
rate by 25 basis points to a range of 
1.75% to 2%.

The Hong Kong dollar is pe-
gged to the U.S. dollar in a band 
that ranges between 7.75 and 7.85 
to the U.S. dollar. In turn, Macau’s 
pataca is fixed to the Hong Kong 
dollar at an exchange rate of 1.03. 
As the Hong Kong dollar is peg-
ged to the greenback, both special 
administrative regions essentially 
import U.S. monetary policy, al-
though local banks are not obliged 
to follow with lower retail costs.

In a statement issued yesterday, 
the AMCM noted that the policy 
rates in Hong Kong and Macau 
“should be basically consistent 
in order to maintain the effective 
operation of the linked exchange 
rate system.” It was the second 
time this year that the Macau au-
thority has lowered its base rate of 
the discount window.

In Hong Kong, the move pro-
bably would not immediately feed 
into the cost of credit for busi-
nesses and households, reported 
Bloomberg. 

Hong Kong Monetary Authori-
ty’s Chief Executive Norman Chan 
said local banks do not necessa-
rily need to follow the Fed in a rate 
cut, because they have their own 

funding considerations. HSBC 
Holdings Plc and Bank of East Asia 
Ltd. are among lenders that have 
recently raised rates for mortgage 
loans.

Months of large-scale protes-
ts have unnerved investors and 
consumers and raised the pros-
pect of a capital flight. A range 
of indicators weakened sharply 

in July and August, signaling the 
risk that the city will tip into re-
cession. Fitch Ratings Inc. this 
month downgraded the territory 
as an issuer of long-term foreign 
currency debt for the first time 
since 1995.

The Fed’s cut may not have a 
direct impact on Hong Kong, as 
Hong Kong dollar interest rates 
have been lagging behind U.S. 
dollar interest rates, Chan said at 
a briefing, adding that short-term 
rate movements would be more 
affected by changes in the supply 
and demand of Hong Kong dollar 
funding. Chan said he would not 
be surprised if the government 
sees the economy shrink in the 
third quarter.

“Hong Kong banks are un-
likely to follow any Fed cut now, 
as they’re under certain funding 
pressure,” said Carie Li, an eco-
nomist at OCBC Wing Hang Bank 
Ltd. in Hong Kong. There could 
be window-dressing activities 
at banks towards the end of the 
quarter, and Budweiser Brewing 
Company APAC Ltd.’s upcoming 
initial public offering would mop 
up liquidity, Li said.

“Banks also have to prepare 
funding for the rest of the year 
and get themselves ready for the 
competition with virtual banks. 
Therefore, their funding pressure 
will be unlikely to ease up soon,” 
she said. DB/BLOOMBERG
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CE-elect calls on couples to increase 
birth rate - without gov’t help

Secretary Wong: 
no comment on next government 
SECRETARY for Security Wong Sio Chak did not 

respond to questions about Chief Executive- 
elect Ho Iat Seng approaching him on the forma-
tion of the next government. 

According to a report by public broadcaster 
TDM, Wong answered the question by saying, 
“thanks for everybody’s consideration.” 

Wong remarked that Ho would be the one to 
disclose who has been approached, and generally 
whomever has been approached will have already 
agreed to take up the position.

Earlier this month, when Ho departed to Beijing 
for the official appointment by the Central Govern-
ment, Ho said that he had not decided on the selec-

tion of his secretaries, and that he would listen to all 
sectors’ opinions about the relevant positions. 

The Chief Executive-elect also claimed that he 
understands that society has many high expecta-
tions for the secretaries and bureau directors, and 
he remarked that secretaries must have three cha-
racteristics: be corruption-free, have high execu-
tion capability, and have the ability to communica-
te with the public. 

Wong believes that high-ranking officials will 
work towards the standards mentioned by Ho. 

Ho previously revealed that he would submit the 
list of names of secretaries by November at the la-
test. JZ

RENATO MARQUES

CHIEF Executive-elect, Ho 
Iat Seng, said during his 

election campaign that to in-
crease the current birth rate in 
Macau “is a kind of social res-
ponsibility” as the birth rate has 
been dropping and society is 
starting to struggle with the ef-
fects of an aging society. 

Ho had replied to partici-
pants’ questions at a forum 
held at the headquarters of 
the Women’s General Associa-
tion of Macau in mid-August, 
two weeks before his election, 
when he was asked about the 
measures of the incoming Ma-
cau government to encoura-
ge local couples to have more 
children. 

“Delaying marriage is a com-
mon [thing] nowadays. Most 
couples have to work hard in 
their careers so some of them 
would rather have a pet than 
raise a child,” he said.

Ho noted that contributing 
to such a fact is also the ga-
ming and hotel industry, whi-
ch are the main pillars of the 
local economy, where “people 
are working in shifts and with 
unstable working hours [which] 
leads to lack of time to commu-
nicate with their partners.”

According to Ho, this ex-
plains not only the declining 
birth rate but also the increase 
in the divorce rate.

The latest official statistics 
on the topic show that less than 
6,000 births were recorded last 
year, a drop of 9.2% when com-
pared to the previous year. Ma-
cau’s birth rate now stands at 
about 9 per 1,000 people.

According to the CE-elect, 
the matter is motivated by “cou-
ples’ personal preference” and 
is not likely to be influenced by 
government measures that aim 
to stimulate the birth rate, such 
as increasing birth allowances, 
and benefits including subsi-
dies, as well as other incentives.

For Ho, “Macau has a low-tax 
system, which, unlike western 
countries, does not provide tax 
incentives and grant its citizens 
various subsidies to encourage 
people to have a baby. There is 
not a lot of room to implement 
new policies to boost our birth 
rate.”

Such an acknowledgement 
means that local citizens shou-
ld not expect the incoming 
government to add any new 
measures to those previously 
implemented, such as the in-
crease of the government birth 
allowance raised last year to 
MOP5,000. 

This particular measure, an-
nounced by the Social Security 
Fund (FSS) on February 5, 2018, 

was intended to boost the birth 
rate. The FSS also informed that 
the increase had backdated ef-
fects to January 1 of that year.

The birth allowance amount 
applies to births and adoptions 
by parents who are residents. 
Both parents can receive the 
birth allowance as long as they 
are both eligible and submit 
their applications.

A bill that will amend the lo-
cal laws on maternity and pa-
ternity leave has not yet been 
approved in its final reading at 
the Legislative Assembly. The 
amendment proposes to increa-
se general maternity leave from 
the current 56 days to 70 days, 
as well as the establishment of 
five paid days of paternity leave.

The proposal has been criti-
cized as discriminatory becau-
se government employees and 
those from public-related com-
panies already enjoy maternity 
leave of 90 days.

Back in 2015, the president of 
the Women’s General Associa-
tion, lawmaker Wong Kit Cheng, 
and a group of women delivered 
a petition with 12,000 signatu-
res to the Standing Committee 
for the Coordination of Social 
Affairs, appealing for the in-
crease of statutory maternity 
leave to 90 days.

At the Legislative Assembly, it 

was noted that the local gover-
nment should take this oppor-
tunity to follow the rules of the 
International Labour Organiza-
tion and provide 98 days of paid 
maternity leave to all citizens 
independent of being civil ser-
vants or not, while government 
representatives claimed that 
the 70-day proposal was based 
on the Labour Affairs Bureau’s 
public consultation and com-
parable policies in neighboring 
regions, such as mainland Chi-
na and Hong Kong.

Just a week before the state-
ments by the CE-elect, gover-

nment representatives stated 
that the authorities intended to 
“gradually increase” the days of 
maternity leave.

However, Ho, who will take 
the helm of the new govern-
ment in December, seems to 
have different intentions.

“The government currently 
provides free education to stu-
dents and [also] sponsors stu-
dents to enter local universi-
ties,” Ho said, adding, “it spends 
nearly MOP1.5 million on the 
education of each citizen.”

For Ho, it is the couple’s own 
responsibility to address the 

problem of the decreasing birth 
rate. “Many couples nowadays 
focus more on their quality of 
life than giving birth, while the 
previous generation viewed 
having a baby as their social 
responsibility,” said Ho. “The 
increase in the birth rate [goal] 
needs everyone to perform 
their social responsibility.”

As for government support, 
Ho noted that nursing rooms 
are being established in all go-
vernment offices and public 
service buildings, as well as at 
other private premises, such as 
companies and institutions.
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GUANGZHOU
Exports 
to SARs to 
receive special 
treatment

GUANGZHOU’S immigration authority has 
launched two policies aiming to provide 

convenient immigration measures to serve Ma-
cau and Hong Kong in terms of cargo services. 

The Guangzhou immigration authority, which 
oversees immigration missions in seven cities – 
Guangzhou, Foshan, Dongguan, Zhaoqing, Qin-
gyuan, Yunfu and Shaoguan – manages a total of 
122 mainland ports for export.  

Green channels for fresh products for export 
to the Hong Kong and Macau markets have been 
opened, meaning that ferry terminals in the se-
ven aforementioned cities will introduce priority 
inspections of fresh products bound for the SARs. 

According to the policy, and in order to faci-
litate the Hong Kong International Airport’s ex-
pansion, Guangzhou has eased the immigration 
inspection procedure for boats which participate 
in the expansion project. 

According to the policies, in the future, inter-
national voyages that need to stay in the Pearl Ri-
ver estuary for more than 24 hours will be able to 
go through border inspection procedures at any 
port in Guangzhou, though certain restrictions 
will apply. 

Besides the outlined measures, further poli-
cies currently at the proposal stage will “benefit 
more than 23 million tourists, workers, 80,000 
boats and a large number of enterprises,” accor-
ding to mainland government sources. JZ

Macau’s Secretary for Economy and Finance Lionel Leong (third from 
left) visits Guangzhou Pharmaceuticals Corporation 

Macau signs three cooperation 
agreements with Guangzhou
A 

total of three agree-
ments were signed 
yesterday during 
the 2019 Guang-

zhou-Macau Cooperation 
Task Force meeting held in 
the Guangdong provincial ca-
pital.

Macau’s Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance Lionel 
Leong witnessed the signings 
of the agreements with the 
neighboring region.

These agreements concern 
cooperation in science and in 
technology industries, coo-
peration between the Guan-
gzhou Statistics Bureau and 
the Macau Statistics and Cen-
sus Service, and the building 
of an exhibition and trade 
center in the Nansha district 
of Guangzhou.

The trade center will speci-
fically concern products from 
Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries and regions, under the 
local government directive to 
transform Macau into a pla-
tform for trade and coopera-
tion between China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries.

Leong spoke during the 
meeting, stressing that cities 
of the Greater Bay Area could 
explore economic and trade 
opportunities available in 
the markets of Portuguese-s-
peaking countries and places, 
and of Europe.

He added that such con-
nections would create “fur-
ther favorable conditions for 
deepening Macau-Guang-
zhou cooperation.”

In his speech, the official 
shared insights on how to 
complement the SAR’s strate-
gic roles in terms of fostering 
cooperation between Greater 
Bay Area cities.

According to him, “Ma-
cau’s connections with Latin 
America, with the European 
Union and with Africa would 
help other Greater Bay Area 
cities […] to further open up 
their economies.”

Moreover, Leong poin-
ted out that bettering the 
livelihoods of people was a 
major goal of Macau-Guan-
gzhou cooperation.

“A scheme to enhance 
supply of fresh food within 
Greater Bay Area cities had 
been initiated in May, ex-
panding Macau sources 
for such commodities. The 
scheme also facilitated clo-
ser cooperation between re-
levant sectors in Guangzhou 
and Macau,” Leong recalled.

Commenting on opportu-
nities for youth, the official  
said he looked forward to 
closer bilateral ties in order 
to assist the integration of 
the role of local young peo-
ple within the Greater Bay 
Area.

During the meeting, the 
two parties also explored 
opportunities for coope-
ration in the betterment of 
livelihoods, science and te-
chnology research, youth 
entrepreneurship, traditio-
nal Chinese medicine and 
cultural affairs. LV
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MOMENTUM is building for 
quick action in Congress 

to pressure China to back off any 
crackdown on pro-democracy 
protesters by threatening Hong 
Kong’s special trading status with 
the U.S.

Legislation is moving through 
the House and Senate that wou-
ld require annual assessments of 
whether the city is sufficiently au-
tonomous from Beijing to justify 
Hong Kong’s unique treatment 
under U.S. law. It also would re-
quire the president to report to 
Congress and impose sanctions 
on the individuals responsible for 
“abducting and torturing” human 
rights activists.

The measure has bipartisan su-
pport in both chambers.

Americans are “united in our 
strong support for Hong Kong,” 
Republican Representative Mi-
chael McCaul said at news con-
ference Wednesday that included 
Democratic House Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi, Democratic lawmakers 
and Hong Kong democracy ad-
vocates. “This is a battle between 

democracy and dictatorship.”
The action comes a day after 

a bicameral panel of lawmakers 
heard from pro-democracy ac-
tivists visiting Washington from 
Hong Kong in support of the 
Hong Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act of 2019.

“It is my belief that it is long 
overdue for the United States and 
the free world to respond,” Marco 
Rubio, a Florida Republican who 
is sponsoring the legislation in the 

Senate, said during the Tuesday 
hearing.

However, the Trump admi-
nistration hasn’t said whether it 
would support the legislation at 
the same time as it’s engaged in 
negotiations to de-escalate the 
trade war with China. Chinese tra-
de officials are scheduled to travel 
to the U.S. this week to prepare for 
a meeting of senior negotiators in 
October.

“The president has made very 

clear that he supports the right of 
people in Hong Kong to be pro-
testing out in the street for their 
freedom,” Trump senior adviser 
Kellyanne Conway told reporters. 
But she said she hadn’t discussed 
Rubio’s proposal with the presi-
dent.

At a hearing Wednesday, Sena-
tor Bob Menendez, the ranking 
Democrat on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, asked the as-
sistant secretary of state for east 

Asian and Pacific affairs, David 
Stillwell, whether the White Hou-
se supports the Hong Kong mea-
sure.

“I need to take a longer look at 
the legislation,” Stillwell said.

“I would urge you to do so be-
cause it’s a pretty bipartisan effort 
here and we believe that it’s an 
appropriate one so I would like 
to get a clearer answer from the 
administration,” Menendez said. 
“We’d welcome participation but I 
think this is a moving vehicle.”

Hong Kong’s government ex-
pressed “deep regret” over re-
marks made by its citizens at the 
hearing, saying in a statement 
that “foreign legislatures should 
not interfere in any form” in the 
city’s internal affairs.

The government “absolutely 
respects the public’s freedoms 
and rights of assembly, proces-
sion and expression,” it said. “The 
police will continue to fully facili-
tate the conduct of peaceful and 
rational public events by mem-
bers of the public.”

China’s foreign ministry also 
pushed back. “We urge the U.S. 
and other sides to stop interfering 
in China’s affairs and we would like 
to warn certain people that any 
attempts to disrupt Hong Kong 
by soliciting foreign support will 
not succeed,” ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang told reporters in Bei-
jing. MDT/BLOOMBERG

Congress moving quickly on 
bill to support HK protesters

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (left) with Hong Kong activist Joshua Wong
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HENRIQUE ALMEIDA

A
NA Guerreiro poin-
ts across the street at 
a handful of housing 
projects in Lisbon’s 

up-and-coming riverside nei-
ghborhood of Marvila. It’s where 
she moved in with her mother last 
year after soaring rents meant she 
could no longer afford to live alo-
ne.

“Prices have gone through the 
roof here,” said Guerreiro, 33, ste-
pping outside the cafe where she 
waitresses for a break.

Portugal is western Europe’s 
most dynamic property market 
thanks to tax incentives for foreign 
buyers and a so-called golden visa 
program, which offers residence 
permits in return for a minimum 
500,000-euro ($550,000) invest-
ment. The flip side for people 
like Guerreiro is that they have 
become collateral damage with 
no prospect of prices cooling any 
time soon.

Foreign investors have pum-
ped 4.3 billion euros into Por-
tuguese real estate through the 
residency program since it began 
in 2012. Prime Minister Antonio 
Costa, who is widely expected 
to win a second term in an elec-
tion next month, has signaled 
the country needs the incentives 
to continue to bring in money. 
Foreign Minister Augusto Santos 
Silva even called the programs a 
“sovereign right.”

Lisbon has become a magnet 
for tourists in Europe as many in-
vestors renovate properties and 
turn them into short-term ren-
tals through sites like Airbnb. The 

short-term rentals have been bla-
med for increasing prices because 
they target visitors who can afford 
to pay more than locals.

According to the latest figures, 
Portuguese property prices increa-
sed 9.2% in the first quarter of the 
year, the biggest gain in the euro 
region and the steepest rise in the 
European Union after Hungary 
and the Czech Republic, according 
to data compiled by Eurostat.

“They just can’t afford to say 
no,” said Tiago Caiado Guerreiro, 
a lawyer in Lisbon who specializes 
in tax legislation. “These incenti-
ves have turned cities like Lisbon 
into a magnet for foreign 
investors who helped put 
the city on the map as a 
top tourist destination.”

Indeed, a short distan-
ce from where Ana Guer-
reiro works, a line of new 
condo developments is 
emerging behind colorful 
murals and graffiti-cove-
red walls, luxury homes 
marketed mainly to a new 
generation of foreign resi-
dents.

Variations on Portu-
gal’s incentives have been adop-
ted across Europe and in countries 
around the world — from the U.S. 
and Canada to Spain and Greece. 
They tend to last until a critical 
mass of vocal opponents conclu-
de the costs — soaring housing 
prices, absentee homeowners 
and allegations of corruption — 
outweigh the benefits, and politi-
cians drop them.

Portugal’s particular circums-
tances may forestall that outcome 
for longer than in other places as 

there are still plenty of properties 
in need of renovation, and pri-
ces remain relatively reasonable 
compared with other parts of Eu-
rope.

Not long ago, as Europe reco-
vered from the global financial 
crisis, Portugal lagged behind its 
neighbors in attracting invest-
ment — and it showed. Buildings 
in historic Lisbon were crumbling, 
their tile work and masonry faded 
and cracked.

All that began to change after 
the government scrapped rent 
controls in 2012 and introduced 
the golden visa and tax breaks 

to attract wealthy foreign resi-
dents and property investors. At 
the time, about 12,000 buildings 
were in poor condition or in ruins, 
about 20% of the total, according 
to city council estimates.

Now, Lisbon’s cobblestone 
streets and hilltop palaces are 
being restored, and hundreds of 
buildings converted into new ho-
tels, short-term rental apartments 
and luxury retail stores. Invest-
ment in real estate and the tou-
rism industry has broken records, 

boosting the Portuguese eco-
nomy, which expanded for a fifth 
consecutive year in 2018.

“Lisbon has never been better 
in terms of the restoration of its 
buildings,” said Francisco Bethen-
court, a history professor at King’s 
College in London. “The number 
of decrepit buildings has been re-
duced and some of the misery that 
existed in some neighborhoods 
is no longer visible. However, this 
change has had huge social costs 
as locals with fewer financial re-
sources are being pushed to the 
periphery.”

Ana Pinto, the president of the 
Association of Residents 
of the County of Marvi-
la, can see some benefits 
of more money coming 
into her town, which 
now draws comparisons 
to hipster havens in New 
York’s Brooklyn.

But she complains 
that some of the more 
than 600 members of her 
association are moving 
elsewhere after home pri-
ces rose 88% in the first 
quarter from a year ear-

lier, according to Portugal’s Natio-
nal Statistics Institute in Lisbon.

“Real estate prices have simply 
become unbearable for us,” said 
Pinto. “What can we do?”

Canada ended an immigrant 
investor plan in 2014 after con-
cluding that it provided “limited 
economic benefit.” Compared 
with other economic immigrants, 
investors paid less tax, were less 
likely to stay in Canada, and often 
lacked the skills, including pro-
ficiency in English or French, to 

integrate, the government found. 
The federal program was admit-
ting roughly 2,000 investors a year 
when it ended.

“What the investor program 
became was a kind of de facto re-
tirement program,” said Dan Hie-
bert, an expert on international 
migration at the University of Bri-
tish Columbia in Vancouver. “Ins-
tead of propelling the investment 
side of the Canadian economy, it 
propelled the consumption side 
of the Canadian economy,” inclu-
ding home purchases, expensive 
cars and so on, he said.

In Europe, about 20 countries 
operate investor residence pro-
grams, which allow the holder to 
travel freely within the continent’s 
Schengen Area during a limited pe-
riod of time, according to the Euro-
pean Commission. In January, the 
commission warned that the pro-
grams expose the bloc to money 
laundering and security risks.

It also can change the way peo-
ple live in cities. Last month, an 
online ad promoting the rental of 
container homes in Marvila made 
headlines in the local press, whi-
ch linked the 600-euro-a-month 
converted shipping containers to 
the lack of affordable housing in 
Lisbon. A few days later, the city 
council ordered the removal of the 
containers, daily newspaper Pu-
blico reported on its website.

About six miles away, in the 
town of Amadora, City Council 
President Carla Tavares said Lis-
bon’s real estate boom has helped 
turn a suburb that was once seen 
as a hot spot for crime into a vi-
brant hub for foreign residents 
and companies like Siemens AG. 
Real estate prices in Amadora in-
creased 23% in the first quarter 
from the same period a year ear-
lier.

“It’s very positive to see so 
much rehabilitation in the city,” 
Tavares said in a phone inter-
view on Aug. 14. “We must let the 
market function.” BLOOMBERG

Europe’s hottest property market 
is getting too hot for some

Variations on 
Portugal’s incentives 

have been adopted 
across Europe and in 
countries around the 
world — from the US 
and Canada to Spain 

and Greece
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Huawei tries to overturn US ban 
that cites ‘cyber-exploitation’ risk

Apple’s brand in China takes a hit from backlash against Trump
BRUCE EINHORN

THE trade war is taking 
its toll on Apple Inc., a 

new survey of Chinese con-
sumer attitudes shows.

The company tum-
bled to No. 24 in an an-
nual report on China’s top 
brands, falling from No. 11 
a year ago. In 2017, before 
the trade war started, Apple 
was fifth in this ranking. 
Meanwhile, Apple’s biggest 
local rival, Huawei Tech-
nologies Co., climbed two 
spots and came in second, 
behind only Chinese pay-
ment service Alipay.

The shuffle in the rankin-
gs is a sign of the growing 
challenge American brands 
face in the second year of 
Donald Trump’s tariff show-
down with his Chinese 
counterpart, Xi Jinping. The 

survey findings show Chi-
nese consumers growing 
cooler towards some Ame-
rican brands, especially 
after smartphone giant 
Huawei saw its Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Meng Wan-
zhou, arrested in Canada 
last year at the behest of the 
U.S. government.

Trump followed with a 
ban on Huawei products, 
which helped fuel a sur-
ge of local support for the 
Shenzhen-based brand, 
according to Jay Milliken, 
senior partner in Hong 
Kong with Prophet, the 
San Francisco-based con-
sultancy that conducted 

the survey of 13,500 Chine-
se consumers.

Prophet’s survey, con-
ducted annually, this year 
asked Chinese consumers 
in large cities for their views 
on more than 250 brands 
across 27 categories. Res-
pondents evaluated brands 
they used or were conside-
ring using, rating rated their 
relevance to the lives of 
consumers based on qua-
lities such as innovation, 
usefulness and dependabi-
lity.

‘Nationalistic Buying’
“There’s a lot of nationa-

listic buying in that cate-
gory, because Chinese con-
sumers interpreted what 
happened to Huawei as an 
attack,” he said.

Patriotism helped fuel 
the rise of other Chinese 
brands, too. Sportswear 

maker Li Ning Co. cracked 
the top 40 for the first time, 
ranked No. 34, just two spo-
ts behind market leader 
Nike Inc.

Named after its foun-
der, the famous gymnast, 
Li Ning capitalized on the 
nationalistic sentiments of 
many Chinese consumers 
with the launch last year of 
a China Li-Ning collection 
at New York Fashion Week 
that heavily used red and 
yellow, China’s national co-
lors.

There were only two 
American names in the 
top ten this year -- Android 
at No. 3 and Intel at No. 9 
-- compared to five in the 
2017 survey.

Switching Allegiances
Unlike Apple, Android 

and Intel don’t have to wor-
ry about consumers swit-

ching allegiances to local 
competitors, Milliken said, 
and that explains why they 
manage to remain highly 
ranked.

“Some Western brands 
are so integral in the lives of 
Chinese consumers, they’re 
almost predisposed to not 
losing relevance,” he said. 
“There are no Chinese al-
ternatives so those remain 
super relevant.”

Geopolitical tensions 
aren’t the only problem 
Apple faces in China, its bi-
ggest market after the U.S.

While Beijing is pushing 
to make the country a lea-
der in the introduction of 
high-speed 5G networks, 
Apple’s phones -- even the 
newly announced iPhone 
11 -- don’t support that 
latest wireless standard. 
BLOOMBERG

EDVARD PETTERSSON

HUAWEI Technologies Co. is 
making a Hail Mary bid to 

undo a U.S. law that prohibits 
federal agencies and contractors 
from buying or using the Chi-
nese telecom giant’s equipment 
because of the alleged risk of 
“cyber exploitation” by China.

Lawyers for Huawei are due 
in federal court yesterday to 
convince a judge that the law is 
an unconstitutional attempt by 
Congress to drive the company 
out of the country by imposing a 
“death penalty” over alleged past 
misdeeds and associations with 
the Chinese government.

If Huawei prevails and gets 
the ban overturned, it may have 
ramifications for the U.S.-Chi-
na trade war. While the Trump 
administration has given mixed 
messages on whether its securi-
ty concerns about Huawei could 
be addressed as part of a trade 
deal, the sanctions against the 
company provide the U.S. with 
leverage in the trade talks, said 
Alan Sykes, a law professor at 
Stanford University.

“At times it has sounded like 
Trump is willing to trade on the 
sanctions,” Sykes said in a phone 
interview. “If this somehow goes 
away, then the opportunity to 
trade it will also go away.”

China’s biggest technology 
company may have an uphill 
battle convincing U.S. District 
Judge Amos Mazzant in Sher-
man, Texas, that it was punished 
“without a hearing or trial” by 
Section 889 of the 2019 National 

Defense Authorization Act. The 
measure prohibits federal agen-
cies and contractors from using 
routers, switches and other 
equipment made by Huawei and 
China’s ZTE Group.

Federal judges are usually 
reluctant to second guess the 
government’s evaluation of a 
national security risk. In a case 
with some parallels to Huawei’s, 
the U.S. court of appeals in 
Washington last year affirmed 
that Kaspersky Lab, a Russian 
cyber-security company, wasn’t 
unlawfully targeted by a similar 
law that excluded it from federal 
computer systems because of its 
close relationship with the Rus-
sian government.

The U.S. argues that Con-
gress’s concern that Huawei 
could be used by the Chinese 
government to target telecom-
munication networks isn’t an 
overnight development. A 2005 
report by the RAND corporation 
and a 2009 report by the Defen-
se Department said that Huawei 
has significant ties to the Chine-
se military, according to the U.S.

With the advance of 5G wire-
less technology and the expec-
ted exponential growth of Inter-
net-connected devices, the need 
to protect the telecommunica-
tions networks from possible 
cyber threats will only increase, 
the U.S. said.

“When considered in light 
of the years long analysis and 
steady stream of governmental 
actions preceding it, Section 889 
represents not only a considered 
response, but the logical next 

step, to further Congress’s aim of 
ensuring that China is not given 
a strategic foothold in the ne-
tworks of federal agencies,” the 
U.S. said in its request to have 
the lawsuit thrown out.

Huawei’s market in the U.S. 
has been very limited but the 
litigation will be monitored by 
other countries that are wei-
ghing whether to allow the com-
pany’s equipment in their 5G ne-
tworks, said Ji Li, a law professor 
at the University of California in 
Irvine.

In particular, Huawei will 
want to test what proof the U.S. 
has that the company is a natio-

nal security risk, according to Li.
“There’s a lot of suspicion but 

not a lot of solid evidence,” Li 
said in a phone interview.

Any such evidence won’t be 
part of the current lawsuit, whi-
ch only deals with the constitu-
tional question of whether Con-
gress has the right to pass a law 
that singles out Huawei and ZTE 
as unwelcome business partners 
of the U.S. government.

Huawei has denied that its 
products could be used for es-
pionage and has worked aggres-
sively to market its equipment. 
Wireless carriers across the glo-
be are expected to spend billions 

of dollars in the coming years to 
upgrade to the new, faster stan-
dard.

So far, few countries, inclu-
ding Australia and recently Po-
land, have been persuaded by 
the Trump administration to 
ban Huawei from their 5G in-
frastructure. Many other coun-
tries in Europe, Asia and Latin 
America have indicated they 
won’t ban the company’s equi-
pment even though some may 
restrict use of Huawei products 
in core parts of their networks 
or increase security measures to 
safeguard against potential back 
doors. BLOOMBERG
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EDITH M. LEDERER, UNITED 
NATIONS 

SECRETARY-GENERAL An-
tonio Guterres has strongly 

rejected claims by five human 
rights groups that he hasn’t 
condemned the Chinese go-
vernment’s detention of more 
than a million Muslims in the 
Xinjiang region, saying he has 
spoken out forcefully.

“I don’t think anyone has 
been more persistent and more 
clear in talking to the Chinese 
authorities in relation to this is-
sue than myself,” he told repor-
ters Wednesday. “It is absolute-
ly not true that I’ve only done 
discreet diplomacy.”

On the contrary, Guterres 
said that during his visit to Bei-
jing in April, “I not only did raise 
the issue, but I made it public.”

The five rights groups said 
in a letter to the secretary-ge-
neral circulated Tuesday that 
he would make an important 
contribution to addressing 
“one of the most pressing hu-
man rights issues of our time” 
by speaking out against China’s 
internment of the Uighurs and 
members of other predomi-
nantly Muslim ethnic groups 
and calling for the immediate 
closure of detention camps for 
them.

The letter was signed by Hu-
man Rights Watch, Amnesty 
International, the Internatio-
nal Commission of Jurists, the 
International Federation for 
Human Rights and the World 
Uyghur Conference.

Guterres said he told the 
Chinese “that it is very impor-
tant to act in a way that each 
community feels that their 
identity is respected and that 
they belong, at the same time, 
to the society as a whole.”

“There couldn’t be a more 

clear message,” he said.  “So, if 
there is an area where I believe 
I’ve been doing publicly much 
more than many other leaders 
around the world (it) is this.”

Guterres said he will conti-
nue acting to guarantee that 
“all human rights in all cir-
cumstances are fully respected 
in that situation.”

Does that mean detention 
centers should be closed?

“It will mean to do every-
thing that is necessary for hu-
man rights to be respected,” 
Guterres replied.

Criticism has grown over 
China’s internment of the Ui-
ghurs and other Muslims, and 
Guterres has been criticized 
previously by human rights 
groups and some governmen-
ts for his behind-the-scenes 
approach and failure to address 
their plight publicly.

China’s government insists 
the detention sites are “vocatio-
nal” centers aimed at training 
and skills development. It has 
sharply criticized 22 Western 
countries that called for an end 
to mass arbitrary detentions 
and other abuses of Uighurs 
and other Muslims in the Xin-
jiang region.

In a report earlier this year 
to counter criticism of intern-
ment camps and other oppres-
sive security in the traditionally 
Islamic region, China said it 
had arrested nearly 13,000 peo-
ple it described as “terrorists” 
and had broken up hundreds 
of “terrorist gangs” in Xinjiang 
since 2014.

The five rights organizations 
cautioned Guterres “against 
any action that might lend cre-
dence to Beijing’s narrative that 
the unlawful detention of over 
a million Uighurs and other 
Muslims is a necessary measu-
re to counter terrorism.” AP

UN chief rejects claim 
he didn’t condemn 
China over Muslims
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Japan court: TEPCO execs not 
guilty of nuke crisis liability

SOUTH KOREA

Police say they may have found serial killer
HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

SOUTH Korean poli-
ce said yesterday that 

they have found a sus-
pect thought to be an in-
famous serial killer wan-
ted for the slaying of nine 
women some 30 years 
ago.

Police said the man’s 
DNA matches samples 
taken from evidence col-
lected from some of the 
crime scenes.

Senior police officer 

Ban Gi-soo said poli-
ce have continued their 
investigation into the 
1986-1991 slayings even 
after the statute of limi-
tations expired 13 years 
ago in order to find the 
truth.

Ban said the techno-
logical improvement of 
DNA analysis allowed 
authorities to extract 
DNA samples from evi-
dence that wasn’t pos-
sible at the time of the 
cases.

Police didn’t publicly 
identify the suspect, but 
said he is already serving 
time in prison and has 
denied any involvement 
in the cases.

South Korean media, 
citing unidentified po-
lice and other officials, 
reported the suspect is 
a 56-year-old man who 
is serving a life sen-
tence for raping and 
killing his sister-in-law 
in 1994.

Between 1986 and 

1991, 10 women between 
the ages of 13 and 71 
were found slain in Hwa-
song, a city just south of 
Seoul. All had been ra-
ped and all were found 
bound by their own sto-
ckings and clothing at 
sites within a radius of 3 
kilometers.

Authorities later de-
termined that one of the 
slayings was copycat case 
and the man responsible 
was sentenced to life in 
prison.

The case inspired the 
2003 movie “Memories of 
Murder.”

Ban said police will 
continue their DNA 
analysis and investigation 
as they seek to link the 

suspect to all of the cases.
He said police offer 

their condolences to the 
families of the slain wo-
men and an apology to 
the people over the ca-
ses. AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

A Japanese court yesterday 
ruled that three former exe-

cutives for Tokyo Electric Power 
Company were not guilty of pro-
fessional negligence in the 2011 
Fukushima meltdown.

The ruling by the Tokyo District 
Court ended the only criminal 
trial in the nuclear disaster that 
has kept tens of thousands of re-
sidents away from their homes 
because of lingering radiation 
contamination.

The plaintiffs were expected to 
appeal the decision. A group of 
their supporters stood outside the 
court with placards reading “un-
just sentence.”

The court said ex-TEPCO 
chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata, 
79, and two other former executi-
ves were also not guilty of causing 
the deaths of 44 elderly patients 
whose health deteriorated during 

or after forced evacuations from a 
local hospital.

The executives were charged 
with failing to foresee the tsuna-
mi that struck the plant after an 
earthquake and for failing to take 
preventive measures that might 
have protected the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi plant on Japan’s nor-
theastern coast.

Katsumata and co-defendan-
ts, Sakae Muto, 69, and Ichiro 
Takekuro, 73, pleaded not guilty 
during the trial’s opening session 
in June 2017. They said predicting 
the enormous tsunami was im-
possible.

Three of the plant’s reactors 
had meltdowns after the magni-
tude 9.0 earthquake and tsunami 
on March 11, 2011, spreading ra-
diation into surrounding commu-
nities and into the sea.

Prosecutors in December de-
manded a five-year prison sen-
tence for each executive, accusing 

them of professional negligence 
for not taking sufficient measu-
res to guard against the threat of 
a tsunami despite knowing the 
risks.

In the ruling the court said 
TEPCO officials were aware of a 
need to improve tsunami preven-
tion measures and considering 
taking steps, but their measures 
were in line with government sa-
fety standards at the time.

It was unclear if they could 
have completed preventive mea-
sures in time for the tsunami.

Judge Kenichi Nagafuchi also 
said experts were also divided 
over evaluations of various tsuna-
mi predictions.

The prosecutors had argued 
TEPCO could have prevented the 
disaster had it stopped the plant 
to install safety measures ahead 
of the tsunami.  But the court said 
the company’s responsibility for 
supplying electricity to the public 

meant that idling the plant would 
have caused a “social impact.”

The acquittal disappointed do-
zens of Fukushima residents and 
their supporters observing the ru-
ling in the courtroom.

“Unbelievable,” some of them 
said.

Hiroyuki Kawai, a lawyer re-
presenting the more than 5,700 
Fukushima residents who filed 
the criminal complaint to prose-
cutors, said before the ruling that 
he expected the legal battle to last 
about a decade because the losing 
side would appeal.

“This is only the beginning of 
a major battle,” he said at a rally 
ahead of the ruling. “Our ultima-
te goal is to eradicate dangerous 
nuclear plants that have thrown 
many residents into despair.”

Prosecutors have told the court 
that the three defendants had 
access to data and scientific stu-
dies that anticipated the risk of a 

tsunami exceeding 10 meters (30 
feet) that could trigger a loss of 
power and severe accidents.

Defense attorneys for the TEP-
CO executives told the court that 
the tsunami projection was not 
well-established. They said the 
actual damage was larger than 
projected, and that if TEPCO had 
taken steps based on the projec-
tion, it would not have prevented 
the disaster.

Prosecutors said TEPCO was 
already conducting a tsunami 
safety review following a 2007 
earthquake in Niigata, another lo-
cation in northern Japan, and the 
three former executives routinely 
participated in that process. In 
March 2008, a TEPCO subsidiary 
projected that a tsunami as high 
as 15.7 meters could hit Fukushi-
ma, prompting the company to 
consider building seawalls.

Prosecutors presented hun-
dreds of pieces of evidence inclu-
ding emails between safety offi-
cials and the two vice presidents 
that suggested increasing con-
cern and a need for more tsunami 
measures at the plant. More than 
20 TEPCO officials and scientists 
testified in court. AP
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KEVIN FREKING & ELLIOT 
SPAGAT, SAN DIEGO 

PRESIDENT Donald Trump 
signed his name on a newly 

constructed section of the U.S.-
-Mexico border wall, calling it a 
“world-class security system” 
that will be virtually impene-
trable.

Trump toured a section of 
the border wall in San Diego’s 
Otay Mesa area yesterday [local 
time]. It was a return trip for 
the Republican president, who 
traveled there in March 2018 to 
see border wall prototypes that 
authorities later destroyed to 
make way for 14 miles of steel, 
concrete-filled bollards cur-
rently under construction.

Before construction began, 
the border in San Diego was 
protected by an initial layer 
of sheet metal that was easily 
blow-torched and a second, 
more formidable layer that 
could be compromised with 
powerful, battery-operated 
saws.

“It was like a sheet metal, 
and people would just kno-
ck it over like just routinely,” 
Trump said, referring to the 
initial layer that was replaced. 
He stood with construction 
workers and top Customs and 
Border Protection, Army Corps 

of Engineers and homeland se-
curity officials.

Mark Morgan, acting com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, defended 
the project, dismissing critics 
who call it the “president’s va-
nity wall.”

“I’m here to tell you that’s 
false,” he said, telling repor-
ters that Trump reached out to 
border experts to find out what 
they needed. “You listened to 
the agents,” he told Trump.

Trump highlighted features 
of the wall, which he said have 
been studied by three other 
countries. He said the wall ab-
sorbs heat — 
“You can fry an 
egg on that wall.” 
The concrete 
goes deep into 
the ground to 
prevent tunne-
ling. And agents 
can see through 
it to spot possib-
le threats on the 
Mexican side of 
the border, he 
said.

“When the wall is built, it 
will be virtually impossible to 
come over illegally, and then 
we’re able to take border con-
trol and put them at points of 
entry,” Trump said.

He heaped praise on the 
Mexican government, espe-
cially for sending tens of thou-
sands of troops to its northern 
and southern borders to help 
slow the flow of migrants hea-
ded toward the United States. 
He said President Andres Ma-
nuel Lopez Obrador “has been 
great.”

“We’re all thrilled,” Trump 
said. “You know Mexico has ne-
ver done anything to impede 
people from pouring into our 
country and now they’re doing 
just the opposite. They’ve really 
been incredible.”

The president reveled in de-

tails of construction, saying 
Border Patrol and military of-
ficials persuaded him to adopt 
more expensive designs. He 
said he dropped a preference 
for solid concrete, instead op-

ting for concrete-filled steel 
bollards that allow agents to 
see through to Mexico to spot 
assailants throwing rocks or 
other projectiles. He agreed 
to go along with barriers that 
are 30 feet (9 meters) high and 
double-layered in heavily tra-
veled areas.

“It’s the Rolls-Royce ver-
sion,” Trump said.

When Trump asked Army 
Corps Lt. Gen. Todd Semonite 
to explain how technology em-
bedded in the wall alerts agen-
ts to illegal activity, he was told, 
“Sir, there could be some merit 
in not discussing it.”

Semonite of-
fered new de-
tails on the pace 
of construction 
that undersco-
red how quickly 
the adminis-
tration plans to 
move.

It has built 66 
miles, has 251 
miles in various 
stages of cons-
truction at 17 

sites and has contracts for 163 
miles planned in the next 90 
days, the general said. Additio-
nal land on private property is 
expected to take more time.

Crews are installing 270 pa-

nels a day, each one with eight 
bollards.

Trump, whose construction 
targets have shifted, said he ex-
pects to build up to about 550 
miles of wall along the 1,954-
mile border and said the admi-
nistration will pause at about 
400 miles to assess what more 
is needed.

Trump said cost concerns 
led him to put aside his prefe-
rence to paint the wall black, 
which absorbs heat. He said 
the wall was “a good, strong 
rust color” and could be pain-
ted later.

Trump is riding a string of 
wins on the wall and on im-
migration in general. Arrests 
on the Mexican border arrests 
plunged in August, well beyond 
the usual summer dip, from a 
13-year high reached in May. 
Arrests are still relatively high, 
topping 50,000 in 10 of the last 
11 months, compared with 
only eight months over the pre-
vious decade.

Last week, the Supreme 
Court gave Trump a green li-
ght to deny asylum to anyone 
who passes through another 
country on the way to the U.S. 
border with Mexico without 
having first sought protection 
in the third country.

The Pentagon recently di-
verted USD3.6 billion from 127 
military construction projects 
to build 175 miles of barriers 
on the border. Trump had pro-
mised during the 2016 presi-
dential campaign that Mexico 
would pay for the wall. AP

Trump calls new border wall 
a ‘world-class security system’

”When the wall is built, it will 
be virtually impossible to come 

over illegally, and then we’re 
able to take border control and 

put them at points of entry.
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP
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Utah police used their vehicle sirens to drive a 2-year-
-old bear up a tree after its presence in a northern Utah 
town caused traffic delays yesterday [Macau time].

State Division of Wildlife Resources spokeswoman 
Faith Heaton Jolley said division personnel then were 
able to tranquilize the bear and catch it in a large net 
when it fell out of the tree.

Jolley said the brown-colored black bear was placed 
in a trap in the bed of a pickup truck and driven to the 
Wasatch Mountains, where it was released. Pictures 
show him jumping out of the truck and running away.

Jolley says it is unusual for a bear to be roaming city 
streets that are several miles away from mountains 
east of the city where wildlife biologists think it came 
from.

Utah police Use sirens to drive bear 
Up tree for relocation

A multinational peacekeeping force has landed in 
East Timor in an attempt to restore law and order 
to the territory.

The UN force has been sent to the island to end 
the violence that has beset the region since its 
people voted overwhelmingly for independence 
from Indonesia.

Pro-Jakarta militias are thought to have killed 
thousands of people since the election on 4 Sep-
tember.

They have been apparently backed by the Indone-
sian military (TNI), but members of the UN Interna-
tional Force for East Timor (Interfet) said the army 
was now cooperating fully with the peacekeepers.

The operation began at 0640 local time (0140 
BST) when a transport plane carrying British Royal 
Marines and Australian troops touched down at 
Komoro airport in the capital, Dili.

Throughout the day a total of 1,190 soldiers - 
mostly from Australia and New Zealand - landed 
on the war-torn island.

Fires from recent attacks were still burning, but 
the troops met little resistance from Indonesian 
forces or the armed bands that have been terrori-
sing the population.

“The TNI have been quite helpful - we have not 
seen any militia,” said British Brigadier Mark Evans.

Another 1,110 peacekeepers will arrive in East Ti-
mor tomorrow and within the next seven days the 
international force will eventually grow to 8,000 
soldiers - drawn from more than 20 countries.

UK Armed Forces Minister John Spellar told the 
BBC the primary objective of Interfet was to take 
the militias off the streets.

The next stage would be to re-establish supply li-
nes of food, water and electricity in a capital mostly 
abandoned by its inhabitants.

Courtesy BBC News

1999 Un force arrives
  in east timor

In context

Offbeat

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975 when Portugal with-
drew after occupying the island for 450 years.
78.5% of the country voted for independence in the Sep-
tember 1999 elections.
In August 2001 an 88-member Constituent Assembly was 
elected.
The former rebel leader Xanana Gusmao was voted East 
Timor’s first president on 14 April 2002, and on 20 May 
2002 the country became fully independent.

Friday cineteatro
19 - 25 Sep

IT CHAPTER TWO
room1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
Director: Andy Muschietti
Starring: Jessica Chastain, James McAvoy, Bill Hader
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 169min

ABIGAIL
room2
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Aleksandr Boguslavskiy
Starring:  Tinatin Dalakishvili, Eddie Marsan, Rinal Mukhametov
Language: English (Chinese)

UNDERCOVER PUNCH AND GUN
room2
7:30pm
Director: Koon-Nam Lui, Frankie Tam
Starring:  Shuai Chi, Joyce Wenjuan Feng, Luxia Jiang
Language: Cantonese (Chinese)

FAGARA
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
Director: Heiward Mak
Starring:  Kenny Bee, Vicky Chen, Sammi Cheng
Language: Chinese (English )
Duration: 120min

SOUND! EUPHONIUM THE MOVIE - 
OUR PROMISE: A BRAND NEW DAY 
room3
4:45, 7:30pm
Director: Tatsuya Ishihara
Starring: Robbie Daymond, Erica Mendez, Lucien Dodge
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 110min



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 20.09.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Gentle push; 6- Floor models; 11- Upper-left PC key; 14- Sing like Bing; 

15- Man from Muscat; 16- Orch. section; 17- Cager Shaquille; 18- Gambler; 19- New 
Zealand parrot; 20- Icons; 22- Steel girder; 24- First book of the Bible; 28- Protects; 
29- Simple shed; 30- Give it ___!; 32- First Arabic letter; 33- Beat back; 35- Abhor; 
39- Strike out; 40- Banking convenience; 41- Horse color; 42- Celtic tongue; 43- 
Acrylic fiber; 45- Killer whale; 46- Abdomen; 48- Outfielder’s yell; 50- ___ by Starlight; 
53- Weather conditions; 54- Brawl; 55- Lasting a short time; 57- Conductor 
___-Pekka Salonen; 58- Unit of weight in gemstones; 60- Legal wrongs; 65- Court 
fig.; 66- Triple; 67- Diplomatic agent; 68- Deli bread; 69- Religious offshoots; 70- 
Gave medicine to;
 
DOWN: 1- Sgt., e.g.; 2- Coffee container; 3- Anonymous John; 4- ___ few rounds; 
5- Sign up; 6- Bygone birds; 7- Runner Zatopek; 8- PC alternatives; 9- Washington’s 
bill; 10- The Dog Star; 11- Gravel ridge; 
12- Stand in good ___; 13- Packs tightly; 
21- Designer Christian; 23- Modern 
outhouse?; 24- Forest clearing; 25- Conger 
catcher; 26- Metal spikes; 27- Weaken; 
28- Hair goop; 30- In a fitting way; 31- San 
___, Italy; 34- British nobleman; 36- Artery 
that feeds the trunk; 37- Unspoken; 38- 
Related on the mother’s side; 43- Suffix 
with pay or plug; 44- Lake Nasser feeder; 
47- Chooses; 49- Having special ability; 
50- Sling mud at; 51- Irritable; 52- Happify; 
53- Quotes; 55- ___-a-brac; 56- ___ and 
rave; 59- ___ we having fun yet?; 61- Singer 
Yoko; 62- Campers, for short; 63- Digit of 
the foot; 64- A Chaplin;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Spend some time with people 
you love to laugh with, and 
take plenty of  time today to 
talk about lighthearted matters. 
Forget about things you have no 
control over

Apr. 20-May. 20
One of  the many good things about 
having so many people in your life 
right now is that you always have tons 
of feedback available at your fingertips. 
So why aren’t you taking advantage of  
this abundance of  honesty?

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Either your flexibility skills 
are at an all-time high, or the 
changes you expected weren’t 
so drastic. Either way, you can 
breathe a great big sigh of  
relief  today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Accept the whole person - the 
good and the bad. Ending a 
relationship because of  one event 
or conversation is shortsighted. 
Embrace differing opinions and 
contrary viewpoints. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There will always be obstacles in your 
life - that’s just a fact. Your attitude 
will make all the difference, so put a 
shine on your outlook! Whenever you 
need a lift in life, just remember all the 
successes you’ve had.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Inspiration will flood over 
you today - enjoy having your 
curiosity tickled and excited. You 
are extremely open to new ideas 
right now, so why not try a few 
new things?

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You may think that you are judged 
by the company you keep, but 
that is not necessarily true. Today, 
don’t worry about people basing 
assumptions about you on whom 
you are with.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  you are in a mood to hide 
from the world, then today will 
offer you the perfect opportunity. 
The people in your life are a bit 
distracted with other things right 
now.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your daily life is currently being 
polluted a bit by someone whose 
maturity level leaves a lot to be 
desired. Luckily, you will find the 
right words today to help this 
person grow up a bit.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You basically have all the time you 
want, especially right now - your 
schedule is under your exclusive 
control for a limited period of  
time, and you should make the 
most of  it!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
To help yourself  today, help 
other people - the overwhelming 
gratitude you’ll receive from the 
people you’ve aided will lift your 
spirits higher than any retail therapy 
or self-indulgence ever could. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You feel strong, and you are strong 
- but you’re vulnerable to a lot of  
potential problems that could pop 
up today if  you aren’t careful. 
Focus your energy on fixing up 
something around your house.

  Aquarius Pisces
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AMAZON announced 
it will film its upcoming 

television series “The Lord of  
the Rings” in New Zealand, 
marking a return of  the orcs, 
elves and hobbits to the coun-
try they became synonymous 
with over the course of  six mo-
vies directed by Peter Jackson.

Amazon Studios said it had 
found a great location with 
world-class sets and skilled 
staff. It said pre-production 
had already started and pro-
duction on the series would 
begin in the city of  Auckland 
over the coming months.

“As we searched for the loca-
tion in which we could bring 
to life the primordial beauty 
of  the Second Age of  Mid-
dle-earth, we knew we needed 

RIHANNA believes 
women of  all shapes, 

colors and sizes should be 
celebrated, and that spirit 
of  inclusion has made her 
lingerie and beauty lines 
massive successes.

“Women just need a little 
bit of  validation,” the su-
perstar explained to The 
Associated Press ahead 
of  her Savage X Fenty 
fashion show last week.

“You are beautiful. Your 
body’s beautiful. Your bo-
dy’s sexy and you deserve 
to feel that way,” she ad-
ded.

Her mission will be 
showcased today as Ama-
zon Prime Video streams 
her New York Fashion 

A hearing to review the 
court conservatorship 

that controls the money and 
affairs of  Britney Spears 
has ended with no decisions 
made and no appearance 
from the singer.

Yesterday’s hearing in Los 
Angeles County Superior 
Court was closed to the pu-
blic and media and it’s not 
clear what was said. Judge 
Brenda Penny issued no ru-
lings during or after the pro-
ceedings, and Spears was 
not listed among those in 
attendance, a group that in-
cluded both of  her parents.

to find somewhere majestic, 
with pristine coasts, forests, 
and mountains,” showrun-
ners and executive produ-
cers J.D. Payne and Patrick 
McKay wrote in a statement.

But Amazon wouldn’t re-
veal the extent of  its plans for 
the series.

Some have speculated Ama-
zon could spend more than 
$1 billion on the series as it 
looks to take on other strea-
ming services like Netflix with 
its Prime Video service.

New Zealand’s Economic 
Development Minister Phil 
Twyford welcomed the news, 
saying the series would give a 
boost to the screen industry 
and create hundreds of  new 
jobs.

Week extravaganza for Sa-
vage X Fenty in more than 
200 countries and territo-
ries. The event’s army of  
models included women 
of  all sizes in a range of  
ethnicities and skin tones.

“We need to make stuff 
that’s real and looks like 
the world,” rapper Rapso-
dy said of  how Rihanna is 
changing the fashion and 
beauty game. 

The show, at the Bar-
clays Center in Brooklyn, 
New York, was drenched 
in dreamy color — yellow, 
purple, blue and green — 
evoking an exotic locale 
with four tiers of  large ar-
ched windows, stairs and a 
shallow round pool.

The 37-year-old Spears 
(pictured with her father) 
had appeared and spoken 
to the court at her request 
at another closed hearing in 
May, raising the possibility 
that after 11 years the con-
servatorship could undergo 
major changes or be ended 
altogether.

A judge had asked for an 
analyst to review her cir-
cumstances and had been 
expected to hear at least 
some of  the results yester-
day.

Penny scheduled another 
hearing for January.

Amazon Prime Video 
to stream Rihanna’s 
lingerie show

No Britney Spears, 
no decisions made at 
closed court hearing

Welcome to Orcland: 
Lord of the Rings to 
film in New Zealand
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Saturday, 12:45pm 
Australia v Fiji 
H 1.14, D 51, A 8.6

Saturday, 15:45pm
France v Argentina 
H 1.09, D 26, A 2.25

Saturday, 17:45pm
New Zealand v South Africa 
H 1.44, D 34, A5

ODDSCHECKER.COM

R
EAD this Jerome Garces: 
The All Blacks are no lon-
ger rugby’s best.

For the second time 
this week, the Springboks stres-
sed this week for the referee’s 
benefit that New Zealand doesn’t 
deserve any favors from him this 
weekend.

There’s been a perception for 
at least the last decade that the All 
Blacks have received, by virtue of 
their No. 1 status and reputation, 
the rub of the green when referees 
had to make 50-50 calls.

South Africa and New Zealand 
meet tomorrow in Yokohama on 
just the second day of the Ru-
gby World Cup. The outcome of 
perhaps the biggest pool game in 
tournament history will set back 
one of the title contenders, and 
the Springboks have been urging 
Garces to be fair. With all due res-
pect.

First, assistant coach Mzwan-
dile Stick noted the result could 
go either way, and “hopefully the 
match officials will also respect 
the game.”

He added the All Blacks are fa-
vorites, “but we are on an equal 
level with them at the moment. 

We are just hoping the officials will 
treat all the teams equally.”

Stick’s message was reinforced 
at the team announcement by 
coach Rassie Erasmus, who recal-
led when he was playing for the 
Springboks during their 17-win 
streak in 1997-98 how they recei-
ved more respect from everyone 
for how well they were doing.

“Even referees buy into that 
respect,” he said. “Because you’re 
playing so well, referees tend to al-
most find it tough to penalize you 
on 50-50 decisions.

“Because New Zealand was so 
long No. 1 in the world, there was a 
time when they had so much res-
pect from every level, even from 
referees. When (New Zealand) had 

teams under the pump, some of 
the 50-50 decisions just went their 
way because they deserved that 
being No. 1 for so long.”

With the top ranking spread 
around recently between New 
Zealand, Wales, and Ireland, and 
this World Cup being a little more 
open than previously, Erasmus 
said, “This is a World Cup where 
any team can beat any team. Re-
ferees should be open-minded 
going into test matches.”

What Erasmus didn’t go out 
of his way to mention was South 
Africa’s poor record when Garces 
was controlling their tests. The 
Springboks have lost nine of their 
13 tests that the Frenchman has 
refereed, one of them the defeat to 

Japan in the 2015 World Cup that 
marked the biggest upset in tour-
nament history.

Against New Zealand when 
Garces has the whistle, the Sprin-
gboks have lost all four tests, in-
cluding the 2015 World Cup semi-
final.

For the first time since that ma-
tch — 51 matches ago — South 

Africa has stuck with an unchan-
ged squad.

The same lineup and reserves 
which beat Japan 41-7 in a war-
mup this month will face the All 
Blacks. The same lineup without 
captain and flanker Siya Kolisi 
scored a last-minute try to draw 
with the All Blacks 16-16 in July in 
Wellington.

Kolisi has since returned from 
a knee injury. The only doubt this 
time involved reserve prop Tre-
vor Nyakane, who also got over a 
knee injury to confirm his place, 
and celebrated the birth of his first 
child this week.

Erasmus said he had no pro-
blem selecting lock Eben Etzebe-
th, who is being investigated in 
South Africa for an alleged assault 
in a bar brawl, and for alleged ra-
cial abuse in a separate incident 
on the same night last month. Et-
zebeth has denied the allegations.

Erasmus said they were happy 
to fully cooperate with prosecu-
tors, but nobody yet has approa-
ched the team so it hasn’t been a 
disruption. The coach said he’s 
worked with Etzebeth for the past 
decade.

“I know him as a person and 
have a good relationship with him. 
When he tells me something I be-
lieve him,” Erasmus said. “There’s 
a thorough investigation going on 
in South Africa, and until some-
thing comes out of that I’m going 
to believe what he tells me.” AP

RUGBY WORLD CUP

Springboks want ref to 
give All Blacks no favors

South Africa’s Siya Kolisi (center) plays during the team’s training in Urayasu, near Tokyo

SOUTH AFRICA: Willie le Roux, 
Cheslin Kolbe, Lukhanyo Am, Dami-
an de Allende, Makazole Mapimpi, 
Handré Pollard, Faf de Klerk; Duane 
Vermeulen, Pieter-Steph du Toit, 
Siya Kolisi (captain), Franco Mostert, 

Eben Etzebeth, Frans Malherbe, 
Malcolm Marx, Steven Kitshoff. 
Reserves: Bongi Mbonambi, Tendai 
Mtawarira, Trevor Nyakane, RG 
Snyman, Francois Louw, Herschel 
Jantjies, Frans Steyn, Jesse Kriel.

Line-up

Atletico Madrid’s Hector Herrera scores his side’s 2nd goal 

FOOTBALL | CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Atlético gets late equalizer in draw against Juventus
ATLÉTICO 2, JUVENTUS 2

FINDING itself in trouble 
again against Juventus 

in the Champions League, 
Atlético Madrid just kept 
pushing.

Trailing by two goals 
against the team that kno-
cked it out of the compe-
tition six months ago, the 
Spanish side found a way 
back this time.

Héctor Herrera scored 
in the 90th minute of his 
Atlético debut to salvage 
a 2-2 draw against the Ita-
lian champions yesterday 
[Macau time] in their group 
opener.

“What I liked the most 
was that we never gave 
up,” Atlético coach Diego 
Simeone said. “We kept 
pressing and kept trying to 
create chances. The draw 

was well-deserved.”
Stefan Savic had put 

Atlético back in the game in 
the 70th after Cristiano Ro-
naldo’s Juventus opened a 
2-0 lead through Juan Cua-
drado and Blaise Matuidi.

“The characteristic of 

this team is to keep fighting 
until the end,” said Herre-
ra, the Mexican midfielder 
who joined from Porto in 
the offseason. “We wanted 
the win, but this draw is a 
good result against a team 
like Juventus.”

Ronaldo, who was jeered 
by the rowdy Atlético crowd 
nearly every time he tou-
ched the ball, led Juventus 
past Atlético with a hat trick 
in the round of 16 last sea-
son after the Spanish club 
had won the first leg 2-0 in 
Madrid.

“I think we played well 
but we have a bitter tas-
te in our mouth because 
we felt we had the game in 
our hands,” Juventus coa-
ch Maurizio Sarri said. “We 
need more attention and 
focus on set pieces. We will 
work on that.”

Herrera jumped high 
from near the penalty spot 
to head in the equalizing 
goal from a corner kick by 
Kieran Trippier. Teammate 
José María Giménez nearly 
got in the way, but Herrera 
was still able to send the 

ball into the corner.
“We played a great game 

but we must be more ca-
reful to defend against set 
pieces,” Juventus defender 
Leonardo Bonucci said. “It’s 
a pity because it cost us two 
points. At this level we need 
to stay focused for 90 minu-
tes.”

Ronaldo was kept in 
check during most of the 
match, with his best chance 
coming deep into stoppa-
ge time. He niftily got past 
a defender inside the area 
but his low show was wide 
of the far post.

Ronaldo’s Portugal 
teammate João Félix had 
a good Champions Lea-
gue debut with Atléti-
co, but the 19-year-old 
forward — known back 
home as Ronaldo’s suc-
cessor — couldn’t capita-

lize on his chances.
Cuadrado opened the 

scoring after a pass from 
Gonzalo Higuaín early in 
the second half, making 
a neat cutback inside the 
area and firing a firm shot 
into the top corner. Matuidi 
added to the lead after ano-
ther counterattack, finding 
the net with a header from 
a well-placed cross by Alex 
Sandro.

Savic pulled Atlético clo-
ser with a header from close 
range after being set up by 
Gimenéz. The hosts, which 
lost only three of its last 23 
matches in European com-
petitions, kept pressing un-
til being rewarded with the 
late Herrera goal.

In the other group ma-
tch, Lokomotiv Moscow 
won 2-1 at Bayer Leverku-
sen. AP
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At 98, D-Day vet jumps again, 
with eyes on the big 100

OPINION
Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

Iran’s top diplomat said 
yesterday that any attack 
on his country over a 
drone-and-missile strike on 
Saudi Arabia’s oil industry 
will result in “all-out war,” 
further pushing up tensions 
across the Persian Gulf.

Israel Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
invited his political rival 
Benny Gantz to join a 
unity government with 
him and his religious 
allies yesterday, an offer 
that was greeted coolly 
amid continued deadlock 
following this week’s 
election.

Poland Academy Award-
winning Pawel Pawlikowski 
and other top Polish 
filmmakers are demanding 
artistic independence 
for the nation’s most 
prestigious film festival 
after a politically charged 
movie was withdrawn.

UK Former British Prime 
Minister John Major 
accused current leader 
Boris Johnson of a 
“conspicuous” failure to 
explain why he suspended 
Parliament for five weeks, 
as a landmark Brexit case at 
the Supreme Court came 
to a head yesterday.

Canada Leader Justin 
Trudeau’s campaign moved 
to contain a growing 
scandal yesterday following 
publication of a yearbook 
photo showing him in 
brownface makeup at a 
2001 costume party. The 
prime minister apologized 
and begged Canadians to 
forgive him.

USA The government’s 
intelligence watchdog is 
set to testify in a closed 
session before the House 
intelligence committee 
about the handling of a 
whistleblower complaint.
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Jump by jump, 98-year-old D-Day veteran Tom Rice is nudging 
closer to his goal of leaping out of planes at age 100.

The American who caused a sensation in June by parachuting 
into Normandy for the 75th anniversary of the 1944 D-Day lan-
dings was at it again yesterday.

This time, his landing zone was in the Netherlands.
Strapped to a younger parachutist who steered their canopy, 

Rice jumped as part of commemorations for the massive landin-
gs of airborne Allied troops in September 1944.

He described the jump as “perfect” and said: “I’m going to do it 
until I’m 100.”

Rice jumped with the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division in 
World War II.

Hundreds of other parachutists also sailed over the Netherlands 
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Operation Market Gar-
den, a 1944 land-and-airborne thrust through the country.

The military bungle was immortalized in the Hollywood film 
and Cornelius Ryan’s book “A Bridge Too Far.”

Covering Climate Now, 
with action

“Our office is closed this Friday: we support the 
#CLIMATESTRIKE”. 

Today and 27th September, companies and indivi-
duals across the globe will strike in support of youth-
-lead climate strikes. 

This is not business as usual. It is a demand for a 
radical change in how we live and do business – a fun-
damental shift in the entire set of political, economic, 
financial, social and cultural mechanisms and power 
structures that sit atop a fossil-fuel based economy. 
Life is about to change, and maybe we can still retain 
some agency over it.

For those of you agnostic about climate change and 
human activity as its main cause, the scientific evi-
dence is overwhelming – you can refer to the 2014 
report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change  as a start, and dive down rabbit holes into 
the abyss from there. Whilst scientific methods are 
not the be all and end all, when you have consensus 
from reliable scientists, it is prudent to act on the 
premise that they are mostly right. The IPCC warned 
“stabilizing temperature increase to below 2°C relati-
ve to pre-industrial levels will require an urgent and 
fundamental departure from business as usual.” That 
was five years ago.

Governments take the lead from movements and 
demands from their citizens, and either act in ac-
cordance with the groundswell, or attempt to quell 
or quash them. This is the rationale for the Clima-
te Strikes: getting recognition of the Climate Crisis 
and an acknowledgement of the need for action by 
governments and corporations that can best effect 
change in the small window of opportunity left to us. 
Cracking the political systems and power structures 
is key to action.

In tandem with the strikes is a global journalism ini-
tiative, Covering Climate Now, to maximise coverage 
of climate in the media between 15th and 23rd Sep-
tember because, the organisers say, the press is finally 
waking up to the biggest story of our time with “the 
biggest effort ever undertaken to organize the world’s 
press around a single topic”.  

The strikes of today and the journalism initiative 
are being held in the lead up to the United Nation’s 
Emergency Climate Summit in New York from 23rd 
September. World leaders have been called to come 
with concrete, realistic plans by the UN secretary 
general, António Guterres, who warns that “climate 
change poses a global risk” and we are “losing the 
race”. It is fitting that this special climate summit is 
named the Climate Action Summit. The words “do”, 
“tackle”, “effort” and “actions” stand-out in the agen-
da.

Not much appears to be happening in Macau. The 
best option is to take part in the Climate Strike in Hong 
Kong in Tamar Park from noon (the only other option 
for China is in Xiamen). In comparison, there are 13 
to be held in The Philippines, likely because climate 
change is better understood by the globally aware. It 
is being personally felt by those closer to the land and 
will have a greater impact upon poorer countries.

Neither is the Greater Bay Area development plan 
strong on decoupling from fossil fuels. “To pursue 
green development and ecological conservation” 
is one of the GBA’s six basic principles, but if Hong 
Kong’s policy statement is indicative of the GBA’s in-
tent, timelines to decreasing emissions are yet to be 
on the action agenda: “The Government has set out a 
series of environmental protection policies to mitiga-
te environmental pollution, support environmental 
technology and green buildings, advocate energy sa-
ving and waste reduction as well as strengthen envi-
ronmental education to build a sustainable future for 
Hong Kong”. Mitigate, support, advocate, strengthen, 
reduction – all words indicating business-as-usual.  
Stronger terms are required in times of crisis: ERADI-
CATE pollution, BUILD green technology and green 
buildings, MANDATE energy saving and waste ELI-
MINATION, and ESTABLISH UNIVERSAL environ-
mental education. If Guterres and the global youth 
are right, we shall be compelled to act Greater.

BASKETBALL | TERRIFIC 12

Defending champion 
falls in group stage
RENATO MARQUES

THE Terrific 12 de-
fending champions 

Ryukyu Golden Kings 
have fallen this year in 
the group stage of the 
tournament after two 
defeats at the hands of 
the Shenzhen Aviators 
and the San Miguel Beer-
men.

On Wednesday, the 
Japanese team was de-
feated by the Shenzhen 
team in the last game of 
the day, with the Chinese 
team scoring an impres-
sive 115-77 victory.

Yesterday, the Gol-
den Kings played a tight 
game until the last quar-
ter when the Beermen 
pulled away for a 101-92 
win.

With a clean sheet of 
two victories in two ga-
mes, the Beermen, one 
of the favorites at the 
start, demonstrate their 
prowess by moving ups-
tage into the semi-finals, 
to be played tomorrow.

In the spotlight was 
imported player Dezmi-
ne Wells, who scored 42 
out the 101 points of the 
Beermen in the attack as 
well as owned great de-
fensive plays and mons-
ter blocks that took the 
audience of 1,500 at the 
Tap Seac Multisport Pa-
villion out of their seats.

At the semis, and wai-
ting for the Beermen was 
already the Chinese team 
of Liaoning Flying Leo-
pards, who earned two 
straight wins in Group D 
against the Filipinos of 
TNT KaTropa (91-96) on 
Tuesday and 110-82 over 
the Japanese of Niiga-
ta Albirex Basketball on 
Wednesday. Their player 
of note was the American 
Lance Stephenson, who 
has scored 59 points for 
the Chinese team so far.

Also through to the 
semis are the Koreans 
of Seoul SK Knights that 
triumphed over the Fili-
pinos of Blackwater Elite 
(93-77) and the Japanese 
of Chiba Jets (86-76).

The last team to earn 
a seat in the elimination 
stage was the Zhejiang 
Guangsha Lions, which 
defeated the Japanese 
team of the Utsunomiya 
Brex (90-94) after surpas-
sing the Koreans of Jeon-
ju KCC Egis 88-67.

In the semi-finals, the 
Lions will face the SK 
Knights for a seat in the 
final game to be played 
on Sunday evening.

Today will be a break 
day in the tournament 
with the teams putting 
aside some time to get 
to better know Macau 
and to visit schools in the 
city, where they will have 
meet and greet sessions 
with the students.

Hands in hands. Students form a human chain during an anti-government protest in Sha Tin district 
in Hong Kong yesterday.
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