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More on backpage

China-US As tensions 
between China and the 
United States ratchet up, 
former California Gov. 
Jerry Brown sees a way to 
bring together the world’s 
largest carbon emitter 
and a U.S. state that’s 
leading the way in energy 
standards: climate change. 
Brown and Xie Zhenhua, 
China’s top climate 
official, announced a new 
university partnership 
focused on climate 
research and policy. 
More on p11

Indonesia Police fired 
tear gas and water 
cannons yesterday to 
disperse thousands of 
rock-throwing students 
protesting a new law that 
they said has crippled 
Indonesia’s anti-corruption 
agency. Several thousand 
university students are 
enraged that Indonesia’s 
parliament passed a law 
last week that reduces the 
authority of the Corruption 
Eradication Commission. 
More on p13

Indonesia The death toll 
from violent protests in 
the restive Papua province 
has risen to 32 after 
several bodies were found 
under burned buildings, 
officials said yesterday. An 
angry mob torched local 
government buildings, 
shops and homes and set 
fire to cars and motorbikes 
in Wamena city on Monday 
in a protest by hundreds of 
people sparked by rumors 
that a teacher had insulted 
an indigenous student.

Gulf tensions Britain, 
France and Germany 
joined the United States 
in blaming Iran for attacks 
on key oil facilities in Saudi 
Arabia, but the Iranian 
foreign minister pointed 
to claims of responsibility 
by Yemeni rebels and said: 
“If Iran were behind this 
attack, nothing would have 
been left of this refinery.”
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The Lai Chi Vun shipyard was part of Macau’s industrial heritage, existing for centuries, focusing on building fishing vessels for the neighboring regions. The SAR’s shipbuilding industry was said to 
have flourished between the 1970s and the early 1990s. Currently classified by the government as an immovable asset, some 17 shipbuilders formerly resided in the area located nearby Coloane 
Village. The pictured ship is one of the last fishing boats that was built in the shipyard. Previously, the Cultural Affairs Bureau had proposed to divide the area into five zones of differing degrees of 
preservation. Back in 2016, plans to use the buildings as a means of showcasing the role that the shipyards had in Macau were announced. Talks on proposals to revamp Lai Chi Vun have also taken 
place over the past few years, including discussions on having it rebuilt as a cultural tourism attraction. 
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Comprehensive 
library at Seac 
Pai Van opens

THE Seac Pai Van Library in Coloane was inaugurated 
yesterday in the presence of government officials such 

as Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Alexis Tam and 
the president of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, Mok Ian Ian.

The library has a total area of 2,074 square meters and 
more than 300 reading seats. It currently hosts a collection 
of approximately 40,000 volumes and 3,500 audiovisual 
materials, with an estimated storage capacity up to 75,000 
volumes. 

The library features personal reading spaces and social 
interaction areas, such as a multi-functional room, group 
discussion room, and a family zone. It is designed to inte-
grate the functions of learning, leisure and social intercou-
rse, according to the government.

In addition to the general library functions and areas, 
the library also features a nursing room and a self-service 
station. 

“We aim to have the Seac Pai Van Library serve as a com-
prehensive public library, providing a multitude of services 
and facilities to assist [with] any and all endeavors in the 
pursuit of learning, leisure and social functions,” said Mok. 

“I think it is quite good,” commented Secretary Tam. 
“Later we can consider whether we should extend the ser-
vice hours of the library.” 

“It is a very good for serving the Macau public. Next 
year, when the [public school] is completed, this commu-
nity then will be equipped with all kinds of facilities,” ad-
ded Tam. “I encourage the students to come here often.”

The library opens from 2 p.m. to midnight on Mondays 
and from 8 a.m. to midnight. from Tuesday to Sunday. 
During its opening hours, only security guards and clea-
ning stuff will be on duty from 8 p.m. until closing time, 
while no library staff will be available. The library will be 
closed from the first day to the third day of the Chinese Lu-
nar New Year. JZ

Macau to hold canceled 
HK PGA tour golf event
RENATO MARQUES 

MACAU will succeed 
Hong Kong as host 

of the Professional Gol-
fers’ Association (PGA) 
Tour Series-China, initially 
scheduled to take place on 
October 17-20 at Clearwa-
ter Bay Golf & country club 
in Hong Kong.

The information was 
provided by the PGA Tour 
organizers in Beijing. 

According to the Asso-
ciated Press, the execu-
tive director of PGA Tour 
Series-China, Greg Carl-
son, said that the event in 
Hong Kong had been can-
celed due to safety con-
cerns as the region conti-
nues to face social turmoil 
for the fourth consecutive 
month.

“We have analyzed this 
situation from every angle, 
and as a group, we deter-
mined that canceling the 
2019 Clearwater Bay Open 
is the best decision,” Carl-
son said on Monday.

At the time, Carlson 
noted that the tour was 
looking into alternative 
solutions for the event.

Macau comes as an 
easy choice, as the region 
has already some back-
ground and experience 
with such sports and the 
organization of events, 
having held several inter-
national level tournamen-
ts in the past few years in 
both the Caesars Golf Ma-
cau (in the surroundings 
of Cotai) and at the Macau 

Golf & Country Club in Co-
loane.

To attract players to 
join the event after the 
announcement of the can-
cellation, Carlson also ad-
ded that the prize money 
will significantly increase 
from RMB1.6 million to a 
total of RMB2.1 million. 
In addition to the changes 
of venue and prize mo-

ney, the tournament will 
be held one week earlier 
than originally planned, 
from October 10 to 13. 
The leading five players 
from the China tour earn 
status on the Korn Ferry 
Tour, the step below PGA 
Tour membership. Max 
McGreevy of the United 
States leads the money list 
in China.
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Macao Government Tourism Office director, Helena de Senna Fernandes (left) and Secretary-General of the Global Tourism Economy Forum, Pansy Ho

GTEF

Macau wants to ‘work together, not 
against HK,’ say tourism leaders
RENATO MARQUES

M
ACAU aims to work 
together with its 
neighboring re-
gions, namely Hong 

Kong and the cities that are part 
of the Greater Bay Guangdong-
-Hong Kong-Macau Area (GBA), 
to promote global growth and be-
nefits from the tourism industry.

That was the message voiced 
by both the Secretary-General of 
the Global Tourism Economy Fo-
rum (GTEF), Pansy Ho, and the 
Macao Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) director Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, also vice chair-
man of the event.

The sentiment came during 
the question and answer session 
of the GTEF press conference 

held yesterday morning to pre-
sent this year’s program.

Questioned by the media as 
to how the current situation in 
the neighboring region of Hong 
Kong is affecting local tourism 
and whether Macau is taking ad-
vantage of opportunities brou-
ght about in Hong Kong’s social 
unrest, Ho said that was not the 
objective of Macau’s tourism de-
velopment. 

“This is not the time or the ri-
ght avenue to talk about the situa-
tion in Hong Kong. Here today we 
are mainly focusing on Macau’s 
tourism development and how 
to utilize the global tourism eco-
nomy forum as a means to pro-
mote our own tourism develop-
ment,” said Ho.

“As a [tourism stakeholder], we 

wish that the situation [in Hong 
Kong] can be quickly resolved and 
brought back to normal […] espe-
cially now that both Hong Kong 
and Macau are part of the Greater 
Bay Area. In fact, the purpose [of 
the GTEF] is exactly how we raise 
the collaboration between these 
cities.”

The Secretary-General of the 
GTEF concluded by saying, “al-
though we are not and cannot 
be answering to the situation in 
Hong Kong, from the standpoint 
of Macau it would obviously be 
good if we can all work together in 
collaboration to present oursel-
ves in what we call a [wholesome] 
tourism area.”

The MGTO director noted “va-
rious factors” are influencing the 
current tourism performance, 

observing that the lower growth 
of Macau last month cannot sim-
ply be attributed to the situation 
in Hong Kong, but comes from 
multiple factors, including the 
“current economic situation on 
the mainland.”

“The August numbers are still 
up, although obviously showing 
a much milder growth compared 
to what we had been seeing un-
til July. Until July we were having 
double-digit increases and now, 
as far as we can see, [the increase] 
is  about 6%. We have seen a mil-
der August compared to what we 
were having before,” said Senna 
Fernandes. 

She added, “September num-
bers are not out yet but the fee-
dback that we have been recei-
ving from the industry is that the-

re are fewer tour groups and we 
have also seen a drop in terms of 
international arrivals, but in ter-
ms of Hong Kong arrivals, main-
land arrivals [and] even Taiwan 
arrivals, these have been quite 
stable.”

Adding her perspective about 
the current situation in the nei-
ghboring region and its impact 
on the local tourism business, 
Senna Fernandes said, “Obviou-
sly for us anything that happens 
around our area - not only limited 
to Hong Kong - will [be expressed] 
in different forms of reactions in 
the market. What [was observed] 
is that although the number of 
visitors is still up, the expenditure 
has been going down compared 
to what we were experiencing be-
fore. So there are different varian-
ts in terms of visitor arrivals and 
expenditure. I don’t think it can 
only be attributed to Hong Kong.”

“For us as a Greater Bay Area, 
it will be important to work toge-
ther with our neighbors,” added 
the government official. “I don’t 
think we should distance oursel-
ves from Hong Kong, because of 
current events. Instead, we shou-
ld work more together.” 

GTEF

Brazil, Argentina, Jiangsu featured as partners this year
RENATO MARQUES

THE Global Tourism Eco-
nomy Forum (GTEF) 

will be held in Macau be-
tween October 13 and 15 
this year under the theme 
of “Tourism and Leisure: 
Roadmap to a Beautiful 
Life,” the organizers con-
firmed yesterday, at a pre- 
event press conference that 
served to present the event’s 
program.

At the event, held at the 
MGM Macau integrated 
resort, the organizers no-
ted that the theme comes 

directly from the idea rai-
sed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on the contributing 
factors for a “Beautiful Life”, 
which can also come from 
tourism.

As previously announ-
ced, this year, the GTEF will 
feature Argentina and Bra-
zil as partner countries and 
Jiangsu as the partner main-
land province. 

Continuing the collabo-
ration with the World Tou-
rism Organization (UNW-
TO), the GTEF will also 
bring to the local event the 
finale of the “UNWTO Tou-

rism Tech Adventure: Spor-
tsTech” as one of its features.

The event in Macau will 
also include the first “GTEF 
World Tourism Investment 
and Financing Conference,” 
as another of the novelties 
for this year.

In his remarks, the Chief 
of Office of the Secretary for 
Social Affairs and Culture, 
Ip Peng Kin noted, “Ma-
cau stands as a major hub 
along the Belt and Road and 
one of the core cities in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macau Greater Bay Area.” 
Ip noted that this represents 

added opportunities for the 
local tourism industry to 
reach new developments.

For Ip, the tourism fo-
rum, “demonstrates our ci-
ty’s resolve towards sustai-
nability.” 

Pansy Ho emphasized, 
the “GTEF has established 
itself as a fixture of Macau. 
Through our platform, we 
strive to strengthen the con-
nections between the global 
tourism industry and its re-
lated industries to embrace 
‘China’s holistic tourism’ 
and tourism plus strategies 
to promote the sustainable 

development of the tourism 
economy.”

Under the idea of explo-
ring the opportunities offered 
by sports tourism, the event 
will bring together ministers 
of sports, culture and tou-
rism, corporate leaders and 
experts from across the world 
to discuss the latest tourism 
policies and trends, unveil 
opportunities for new growth 
in cultural, sports and well-
ness tourism, as well as ex-
plore the interplay potential 
between the tourism markets 
of China and Latin America. 

Ho additionally remarked 

that both South American 
countries will be represented 
at a higher level, with seve-
ral ministers in attendan-
ce, along with the expected 
participation of Brazil’s vice 
president António Hamilton 
Mourão.

Questioned on the topic, 
Ip noted that this year the 
event would see a bud-
get increase of about 4% to 
MOP55.4 million as well as a 
10% increase to the govern-
ment’s contribution, which 
will reach now a total in-
vestment of around MOP29 
million.
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Secretive gaming directive 
might fall outside the law

GAMING

Analysts lower expectations ahead of Golden Week
BROKERAGE Sanford 

C. Bernstein Ltd. is not 
optimistic over the perfor-
mance of casinos during 
the upcoming Chinese 
holiday season, expecting 
that visitors to Macau will 
have a lower spend per ca-
pita than in 2018.

Analysts have lowered 
their expectations for the 
city’s business performan-
ce during the upcoming 
October 1 Golden Week, 
predicting that casino ma-
nagements’ spending on 
customer incentives “will 
be high during the period, 
but likely go to an avera-
ge lower-spend customer 
than in 2018.”

“While hotel bookings 
are solid, we expect the 

quality of the customers 
will be lower [i.e., lower 
spend per head] this year,” 

the firm wrote Monday. 
“Consequently, higher- 

end play will likely remain 

tepid during Golden Week 
and during the whole of 
October,” analysts Vitaly 

Umansky, Eunice Lee and 
Kelsey Zhu noted.

Analysts at JP Morgan 
Securities (Asia Pacific) 
expect to see a stronger 
performance starting 
from the second week of 
October. “We’ll get some 
color around October 7 
to 8,” analysts DS Kim, Je-
remy An and Derek Choi 
said. 

“We estimate mass 
GGR has edged down by 
mid- to high-single-di-
git [percent] month-on-
-month for the month 
to date, although year-
-on-year growth appears 
strong [in the] mid-teens 
[thanks to easy compari-
sons from Super Typhoon 
[Mangkhut] last year,” 

read the statement from 
the analysts.

For the team, the social 
unrest in Hong Kong may 
still affect the city’s mass 
market business.

The tourism bureau is 
expecting a 15% year-on-
-year increase in visitor 
numbers during the Chi-
nese holiday.

Last year, Macau wel-
comed over 890,000 visi-
tors during the October 1 
Golden Week, registering a 
year-on-year rise of 7.2%.

The surge was due to a 
rise in the number of visi-
tors from mainland Chi-
na, which increased 14%, 
while international visitors 
from other markets totaled 
45,000, down by 33.6%. LV

DANIEL BEITLER

THE gaming regulator has 
formally instructed local ca-

sino operators and junkets not 
to transfer “gaming-related in-
formation” to any third parties 
without first obtaining approval 
from the Macau authority. Con-
tained within a secret - possibly 
extralegal - document still not dis-
closed to the public, the directive 
(from the Portuguese technical 
term, instrução) effectively grants 
the Gaming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau (DICJ) the power 
to screen all casino-related infor-
mation intended for transfer. 

First reported by Macau Bu-
siness, which obtained access to 
the document over the weekend, 
the directive appears to have 
been sent to Macau-based ga-
ming concessions, sub-conces-
sions and junket operators.

A representative of the DICJ 
confirmed to the Times that the 
instruction came into effect on 
Monday, September 23, but indi-
cated that it was not being made 
public.

“In accordance with the rele-
vant requirements of the existing 
regulatory authorities, the Macau 
SAR has the authority to supervi-
se the operation of the industry 
by issuing guidelines to the ga-
ming industry,” the DICJ wrote in 
a note to the Times. “The purpo-
se of the instruction is to ensure 
that the transfer of gaming-rela-
ted information between the ga-
ming companies and the gaming 
promoters is in compliance with 
the laws of Macau, in particular 
the gambling laws, anti-money 

laundering laws and other regu-
lations, thereby safeguarding the 
healthy development of the ga-
ming industry.”

Macau lawyer Rui Proença, 
who has a professional interest 
in data privacy issues, said that it 
was difficult to comment in pre-
cise terms without access to the 
document. However, based on 
the information currently obtai-
ned via the media, he noted that 
his first impression was that the 
directive would be “transforma-
tional in how the operators trans-
fer data and who can access that 
data.”

But the use of the term “gaming- 

related information” suggests a 
broader scope than “personal 
data.”

For analyst Ben Lee, managing 
partner at IGamiX Management 
& Consulting, the exact purpose 
of the directive remains unclear. 
Lee speculated that it might have 
been designed to protect sensiti-
ve individuals with connections 
to important Chinese political 
or business leaders from being 
linked to Macau.

“I am speculating that it has 
something to do with the recent 
60 Minutes Australian news pro-
gram, which alleged that sensitive 
individuals were connected to the 

casino business,” he said, refer-
ring to a particular broadcast in 
late July. Lee was featured on the 
60 Minutes news program, which 
exposed links between Australia’s 
Crown Resorts and Asian crime 
syndicates with access to Chinese 
high-rollers.

“It might be to prevent infor-
mation [on these people] from 
being sent overseas,” said Lee, 
adding that in this sense it was 
“more applicable to the U.S. ope-
rators than the Chinese ones.”

The Macau regulator has de-
nied it seeks to prevent the trans-
fer of information under normal 
circumstances. It said that the 

new directive would not infringe 
on the legal rights of companies 
and individuals in Macau.

“The relevant guidelines do 
not completely prohibit […] the 
transfer of gambling-related in-
formation, but only require that 
they must obtain permission 
from the DICJ before they can 
transfer it,” said the regulator in 
its written communication. “If 
the relevant information on the 
transfer of gambling is analyzed 
to be legal and reasonable, the 
DICJ will grant permission, so 
there is no restriction on the exer-
cise of statutory rights.”

Speaking to the Times yester-
day, lawyer Jorge Menezes appea-
red to disagree. 

Stressing that his legal opinion 
was based solely on the availab-
le media reports and not on the 
directive itself, the Macau-based 
lawyer said that “restrictions on 
access to data of concessionaires 
or sub-concessionaires can only 
be set out by law approved by the 
Legislative Assembly.”

“Access to information of pu-
blic entities – and gaming opera-
tors are under the same legal re-
gime – is a fundamental right that 
can only be limited by law and 
there are court decisions confir-
ming this.” Menezes added that 
“the DICJ has already been defea-
ted in several access of informa-
tion court cases.”

“Apart from being most likely 
illegal, it sets a poor standard 
for the transparency required in 
gaming activities,” said Mene-
zes. “The industry will not thrive 
by having gaming activities and 
operations carried out in an opa-
que manner. Transparency and 
public accountability should play 
a fundamental role in a success-
ful gaming industry, particularly 
when suspicions of criminal acti-
vities have been raised.”
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S
ANDS China’s team mem-
bers express gratitude 
for the learning oppor-
tunities offered by the 

company as the integrated resort 
operator continues to provide 
training and educational pro-
grammes for its team members 
and business partners.

Earlier this month, the inte-
grated resort operator held the 
Sands China Academy’s Diver-
sified Local Talent Graduation 
Ceremony at Sands Cotai Central 
to celebrate the achievements 
of local team members nurtu-
red through its various human 
resource development program-
mes.

Three key areas of focus are ho-
rizontal and vertical management 
talent development, professiona-
lism training, and development of 
industry professionals outside of 
Sands China.

For Sands China, it adheres to 
the government’s call for boos-
ting the development of the Grea-
ter Bay Area, thus increasing the 
knowledge of its team members 
– from its management level em-
ployees and across the board.

The company continues to 
go the extra mile to nurture and 
develop the local workforce by 
giving its employees opportuni-
ties to learn additional skills and 
techniques.

For Connie Chio, assistant vice 
president of Paiza Operations, 
professionalism training has re-
sulted in an in-depth understan-
ding of China’s economic develo-
pment.

Chio and her team members 
undertook the company’s Pro-
fessionalism Training program-
me, which was launched in 2016 
and was the first programme in 
the SAR to be co-organised with 
the Labour Affairs Bureau and 

the Macao Federation of Trade 
Unions.

The assistant vice president re-
marked that the programme also 
includes visits to areas in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area such as Shun-
de, a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy; the headquarters 
of internet giant Tencent Holdin-
gs Limited in Shenzhen; and the 
Qianhai Free Trade Zone, each 
of which has different histories 
and characteristics that help her 
understand the country’s culture 
further. 

“As a Chinese citizen, I feel 
proud of my country. Through the 
field trips, we feel fortunate that 
every single place that we visited 
allowed us to understand the re-
gion’s economic development, 
history and culture,” said Chio.

As food culture and innovative 
technology are closely related to 
her work, she and her team con-
sidered how they could impro-
ve themselves. “Definitely, this 
knowledge can broaden my hori-
zons,” she added.

As part of the company’s Pai-
za management team, Chio said 
that the programme has become 
instrumental in understanding 
the company’s key market.

“Personally, I think we can-
not fully develop unless we un-
derstand what is going on in 
our region. Only after that can 
we grasp the opportunities to be-
tter develop our careers and per-
sonal lives,” she added.  

The programme also includes 
seminars on the fundamentals of 
protocol, which strengthen team 
members’ knowledge of proto-
col in Chinese-foreign affairs, 
Macau affairs and external af-
fairs, allowing them to enhance 
their level of professionalism and 
familiarize themselves with how 
to receive delegations and guests.

The Professionalism Train- 
ing programme has trained over 
5,100 team members from 19 
departments. 

Meanwhile, the company 
continues to offer an abundan-
ce of horizontal and vertical ca-
reer mobility options to its team 
members through a variety of 
trailblazing talent development 
initiatives.

For Lam Mou Wai, who mo-
ved from a dealer role to the fa-
cilities department through the 
My Way programme, he noted 
that the transfer was an oppor-
tunity for him to acquire a di-
fferent set of skills, despite the 
challenges of learning work of a 
different nature.

“I’m personally very acti-
ve and would like to participa-
te in more programmes. The 
most challenging part is the di-
fferent training sessions with 
the Labour Affairs Bureau in re-
gards to work safety,” said Lam. 
“I’m happy to have overcome the 
challenges and I’m really grate-
ful to the company for offering 
this opportunity. Now I have two 
skill sets and I feel really satisfied. 
While there are so many upco-
ming projects in Macau, I believe 
the transfer has prepared me for 
more opportunities in the facili-
ties department.”

Another Sands China team 
member echoed the same senti-
ments, noting that such oppor-
tunities offered by the company 
allow them to explore different 
non-gaming departments in the 
company. 

The first large-scale horizon-
tal development programme in 
Macau, My Way was launched in 
2016, with more than 2,200 team 
members having joined the pro-
gramme to date. 

Jacky Wu, who used to be in 
the table games department, 
now works in the housekeeping 

department after joining the Ma-
nager Development Programme 
for Integrated Resorts, which is 
co-organised with Institute for 
Tourism Studies (IFT).

“I’m very proud to be one of 
the participants in the Mana-
ger Development Programme. 
I’ve learned a lot in hotel opera-
tions, as I used to be in a diffe-
rent working environment. I feel 
happy to experience all the on-
-the-job training at the company 
and classroom learning at IFT. As 
Macau has a lack of local talent 
for management-level positions, 
and me being a manager now, I 
am convinced that this opportu-
nity will lift my career to the next 
level,” he said. 

Diversified management deve-
lopment programmes have hel-
ped over 1,600 team members to 
advance their careers since 2016, 
by completing more than 30 pro-
grammes.

Meanwhile, the integrated 
resort operator has also exten-
ded its learning programmes to 
its business partners – whom it 
views as its strategic partners.

Since the company also greatly 
values its retail partners and 
small and medium enterprises, 
it came up with the Sands Retail 
Academy and the Sands Procu-
rement Academy – both are the 
first training programmes of their 
kind in Macau for retail professio-
nals and local SMEs.

“I’d like to thank Sands Chi-
na for offering this training cour-
se not only to its employees, but 
also to their business partners,” 
said  Bibiana Lee, operation ma-
nager of Free Duty.

For Lee, the training has 
allowed her to enhance her ma-
nagerial competence and custo-
mer service skills. 

“I’ve learned more about com-
munication skills and have 
enhanced my problem solving 

skills and decision making, whi-
ch are all very helpful in my daily 
work,” said Lee.

“The celebrity mentor work- 
shop was really helpful, becau-
se it brought forth some inspi-
ring real-life solutions to the pro-
blems,” she added. 

The workshops allow retail 
employees to learn from experts 
in their respective fields, better 
equipping retailers to provide the 
best experience for shoppers. 

Launched in October 2018, 
the Celebrity Mentor Workshop 
Series is co-organised by Macao 
Government Tourism Office and 
the Sands Retail Academy, and 
aims to continually advance the 
service quality of the retail indus-
try in Macau.

The Sands Retail Aca-
demy has provided over 37,000 
training hours for more than 
9,000 participants to date. 

Meanwhile, the company’s 
SME partner Paris Store has also 
attended the Sands Procure-
ment Academy’s training in a bid 
to gain understanding on how 
to improve its customer service in 
providing products to large-scale 
clients. 

“The reason why we joined 
the programme was not only for 
our business to grow. Since the 
course is so practical, I cou-
ld learn and become aware 
of what we lack,” said Karen Chu, 
owner of Paris Store. 

“We’ve learned how to coope-
rate with large international com-
panies, therefore enhancing my 
confidence for the store’s future 
and to be able to access interna-
tional opportunities,” she added. 

Sands China considers the-
se initiatives as an essential part 
of the company’s commitment 
and determination to nurture 
local talent and help foster pro-
fessional talent in the wider Ma-
cau community.

Sands China’s team members  
appreciate the learning opportunities 

Karen Chu (left) and Bibiana LeeConnie Chio Lam Mou Wai (left) and Jacky Wu
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THE Second Guang-
dong, Hong Kong, 

Macau, Greater Bay 
Area Literature Develo-
pment summit kicked 
off in Macau yesterday, 
with some participants 
proposing the protec-
tion of the Cantonese 
language in Guang-
dong and the Greater 
Bay Area. 

Liu Disheng, vice-
-chairman of the Guan-
gzhou Writers’ Associa-
tion, said that currently 
in Guangzhou, many 

DUE to the ageing popula-
tion of the MSAR, there is 

a greater tendency in Macau 
for people with mental illnes-
ses who are getting older to be 
taken care of by their parents 
who are already senior citizens, 
according to the Social Affairs 
Bureau. 

Earlier, the bureau asked the 
Macao Polytechnic Institute 
(IPM) to conduct a survey on 
Macau’s services for mentally 
ill persons. In total, the institu-
te surveyed 200 users of these 
services, 50 family members of 
users, and 50 workers providing 
the services. 

schools emphasize the 
promotion of Manda-
rin but do not encou-
rage speaking the local 
language. 

“In Guangzhou, 
many schools either 
emphasize Mandarin 
or ban the speaking of 
the local language. This 
needs to be changed,” 
said Liu. 

In Liu’s opinion, lan-
guage is the most im-
portant aspect of a local 
culture. He suggested 
that protecting a tradi-

The results showed that 60% 
of users are now being taken 
care of by their parents aged 60 
years or above. On average, the-
se individuals request the help 
of the services for four years. Ei-
ghty percent of individuals have 
no fixed job, and two-thirds are 
aware of their own illness. 

Mentally ill individuals and 
their caretakers face financial, 
social, medical and housing-re-
lated difficulties. 

Currently, there are 3,200 pa-
tients with disability certificates 
in Macau, including 440 people 
with autism and 410 with de-
mentia. JZ

tion should start with 
changes in the educa-
tion sector. According 
to Liu, Guangzhou’s 
cultural sector had pre-
viously recommended 
that Guangzhou’s local 
government protect 
the Cantonese langua-
ge. 

Mainland China has 
been extensively pro-
moting Mandarin, con-
sidering the language 
a fundamental factor 
in unifying the cultu-
re and people. Despite 

this nationwide stra-
tegy, the mainland still 
has writers insistent on 
using their local lan-
guages, which Liu be-
lieves is “very precious.” 

Liu Lanni, chair-
man of the Shenzhen 
Writers’ Association, is 
confident that the 11 
cities of the Greater Bay 
Area can benefit from 
each other and that 
they can “form a power 
to wield global influen-
ce” in terms of literature 
development.  JZ

Guangzhou writer calls for 
protection of Cantonese

Ageing parents care 
for ageing disabled 
children 

Macau lacks effective wildlife trade 
governance, says British NGO
ANTHONY LAM

A report issued by TRAFFIC, an 
environmental non-govern-

ment organization from the U.K., 
expects imports of wildlife regu-
lated under the Washington Con-
vention into Macau will continue 
to rise.

The report determined that im-
ports of certain endangered species 
into Macau had about doubled in 
the past decade, and yet further 
growth is expected. As a result, the 
NGO is urging the Macau govern-
ment to implement “stronger legis-
lation, enforcement,” and promote 
awareness of the situation.

The Washington Convention, 
officially known as the Convention 
on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES), is a multilateral trea-
ty intended to protect endangered 
plants and animals.

The treaty, of which the People’s 
Republic of China is a signatory, 
was drawn up so that the trade and 
consumption of wild animals and 
plants would not threaten the sur-
vival of these species. 

About 9,600 items of CITES-
-listed species were imported into 
Macau per year in the period from 
2005-2010. However, in the next 
five years, it rose to around 18,200 
items per year. The types of imports 
include reptiles, plants and timber 
products for use in leather goods, 
household ornaments and furni-
ture.

The TRAFFIC report encoura-
ged local law-enforcement bodies 
to be better trained so they can 
more accurately identify different 
species. The NGO also recom-
mends that the latest tools and te-
chniques be introduced to the law-
-enforcement bodies so that they 
can better perform these tasks.

The report agrees that there 

has been a serious inflation recor-
ded in the imports to Macau since 
2010. It notes that the quantity im-
ported each year remained “fairly 
static, but their value soaring from 
around USD44 million in 2005 to 
USD160 million by 2016.”

Some 86% of the trade 
is in live fish, including 
carps, groupers, eels and 
tilapia. The report sta-
ted that the fish impor-
ts were mainly for local 
consumption by the city’s 
population, but did not 
factor in the 35 million 
annual visitors to Macau last year.

Macau was found to be the 
third-largest destination market 
for shark fins by value, the report 
stated. 

“Any seafood restaurant in Ma-
cau is likely to have a large variety 
of shark fin dishes on the menu, 
but the trade in shark products 

currently lacks adequate over-
sight and traceability, leading to 
unsustainable practices that are 
decimating shark populations 
worldwide,” said Wilson Lau, co- 
author of the report.

Food establishments that serve 

shark fin dishes can easily be seen 
in various districts in Macau. In 
tourist areas, there are even eate-
ries that focus solely on the dish.

Nonetheless, many hotel 
chains that operate business in 
Macau have pledged to stop ser-
ving shark fin in their food and 
beverage outlets.

As for the ivory trade, the NGO 
commended work conducted by 
the Macau government to dis-
courage the sale of ivory and ivory 
products. Legislative changes 
have also been passed to further 
shrink the market.

In 2015, there were 22 
shops in Macau that tra-
ded in ivory, but in just 
two years, that number 
fell to six.

The NGO is not over-
ly optimistic about the 
situation, however. Gi-
ven the mainland has 

recently closed the market for 
the ivory trade and neighboring 
Hong Kong will stop the trade in 
2021, the NGO worries that the 
trade will be transferred to Ma-
cau.

As such, the NGO offers three 
additional suggestions to the Ma-
cau government in terms of the 

further implementation of CITES 
in Macau.

Among the suggestions is that 
laws in Macau should be tighte-
ned. Compared with those on the 
mainland and in Hong Kong, Ma-
cau has a laxer penalty regarding 
the trade of CITES-listed species. 
This is failing to adequately deter 
traffickers from operating in Ma-
cau, the report suggested.

Also suggested was better re-
gulation of the market for shark 
fin, including the enhancement 
of traceability systems that help 
law-enforcement bodies to work 
according to CITES regulations.

TRAFFIC also encourages the 
government to promote respon-
sible consumption by educating 
people about the illegality of pro-
tected items, health and safety is-
sues, and conservation concerns. 
The NGO believes that this will 
help to drive market changes.

Macau was found to 
be the third-largest 
destination market 

for shark fins by value
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Public service tops 
career choices 
of university 
graduates 

 

THE Higher Education Bureau has released the 
results of a survey on university graduates’ em-

ployment intentions for 2019. Results showed that 
the most sought after job of local university gra-
duates is a role in the government.

Conducted between March and May of this year, 
the survey received a total of 2,226 valid responses. 

The results showed that about half of the res-
pondents plan to enter the job market right after 
their graduation. Some 88% of respondents intend 
to work in Macau, while the next most popular ju-
risdictions are Hong Kong and then mainland Chi-
na. 

The top five most popular jobs are public servi-
ce, tourism and conferencing, education, banking 
and finance, and social services. 

Thirty percent of respondents expect to have 
a starting income of at least MOP20,000, whereas 
37% expect their starting income to be between 
MOP15,000 and MOP20,000.

Nearly 55% of Macau residents who enrolled in 
universities outside of Macau plan to return to the 
SAR for work. The survey analyzed the reasons why 
some graduates do not intend to return to Macau. 
Most respondents answered that “there is a lack of 
development opportunities in Macau for their ma-
jors.” 

In regards to students who plan to continue their 
studies, nearly 76% wish to pursue a master’s de-
gree, with 51% of them choosing to stay in Macau, 
followed by mainland China (11.9%), Hong Kong 
(7%), the U.K. (7%) and Taiwan (6.8%). JZ

Alexis Tam hints at 
possible job successor
JULIE ZHU

S
ECRETARY for Cultu-
re and Social Affairs, 
Alexis Tam, indicated 
that “there might be a 

better candidate” to become 
the next Secretary for Cultu-
re and Social Affairs in Chief 
Executive-elect Ho Iat Seng’s 
government. The comment 
was made on the sidelines 
of yesterday’s opening ce-

remony of the Seac Pai Van 
public library. 

“There may be a better 
option. There may be a be-
tter candidate,” said Tam. 
“It’s not yet decided. I think 
it should be decided and no-
minated by our new Chief 
Executive.”

Pressed on whether he 
was going to remain in his 
role during the next admi-
nistration, Tam answered 

that he believes “these ma-
tters should be decided by 
the related people or even by 
the Central Government.” 

According to Tam, Ho Iat 
Seng has not yet approached 
him regarding the nomina-
tion of the secretaries.  

Having begun in the pu-
blic service in 1989, and 
holding the role of Secretary 
since 2014, Tam is not wor-
ried about stepping down 

from his position or even 
retiring.

“In my opinion, I believe 
that I will be like any other 
person who serves society, 
regardless of position. Even 
if I retire, I can help Macau 
society in a different role. 
It’s not only by being a high- 
ranking official or a Secre-
tary that I can serve Macau. 
There are many ways,” said 
Tam, adding, “I am not wor-
ried at all.” 

“I know that [Ho] is prepa-
ring his office. I believe that 
our whole team will surely 
be arranged to meet with 
the new Chief Executive to 
discuss the relevant works, 
especially since the social 
affairs and the culture [Se-
cretariat] involves livelihood 
issues,” said Tam. “We have 
no problems [with that]. We 
are preparing ourselves for 
the relevant documents and 
even for a meeting.”

Previously, the Times 
reported that O Lam, the 
Chief-of-Office of the Chief 
Executive’s Office was being 
touted by government insi-
ders as a possible successor 
to Tam. O has served in the 
Chief-of-Office position sin-
ce Chief Executive Chui Sai 
On’s second term began in 
December 2014, taking over 
from Tam, who held the post 
for five years prior.
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Guitars 
bound for 
HK land 
at Alaska 
schools
THE Anchorage School District re-

ceived a donation of high-end gui-
tars that were bound for Hong Kong be-
fore they were confiscated by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, officials said.

The district estimated the 10 gui-
tars have a combined value of nearly 
$54,500, The Anchorage Daily News 
reported.

The Fish and Wildlife Service said it 
intercepted the instruments in Ancho-
rage in July 2018. The electric guitars 
were commercially shipped from the 
East Coast and declared as clothing, 
said Chris Andrews, an agency supervi-
sory inspector.

The guitars feature Brazilian ro-
sewood, which is protected by an inter-
national treaty and cannot be exported 
without permits.

Fish and Wildlife officials began a ci-
vil forfeiture proceeding and the guitar 
dealer who shipped them eventually 
gave up the instruments, which range 
in value from $4,360 to $8,400.

The Anchorage School Board accep-
ted the donation last week to cheers 
and applause. Bruce Wood, the dis-
trict’s fine arts director, hoisted one of 
the guitars over his head to show the 
room.

Shenzhen establishes 
over 1,000 parks to 
improve environment

CATHAY Pacific Airways 
Ltd. said it fired two crew 

members at a unit as part 
of an investigation into why 
depleted emergency oxygen 
bottles are turning up on its 
flights.

Cathay Dragon detected 
an emergency oxygen bott-
le in a “low-pressure state” 
on a Sept. 21 flight to Hong 
Kong from Kuala Lumpur, 
it said in a statement yes-
terday. All cabin crew have 
been suspended to facilitate 
the probe, according to the 
statement.

Since late August, Cathay 
has been disclosing the dis-
covery of numerous deple-
ted portable oxygen bottles 
on aircraft, prompting the 
embattled carrier to launch 

additional checks and in-
vestigations into the matter. 
The portable oxygen bottles 
are for cabin crew use in the 
event of depressurization.

In the latest incident, the 
depleted bottle was identi-
fied during a routine inspec-
tion, Cathay said. The case 
was reported to the Hong 
Kong police and the city’s ci-
vil aviation department.

Cathay has come under 
close scrutiny during the 
pro-democracy protests that 
have been running since 
early June in Hong Kong. The 
Chinese government clam-
ped down on the airline and 
demanded it punish staff 
who took part in or publicly 
supported the demonstra-
tions.

Cathay says it fired 
two employees amid 
oxygen bottle probe

AS testament to its urban 
greening initiatives, Shen-

zhen is now home to more than 
1,000 parks, according to Chine-
se state media agency Xinhua. 

The metropolis, which is bui-
lding itself into a “pilot demons-
tration area of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics,” has 
been continuously promoting 
urban greening, said a source 
of the municipal management 
and law enforcement bureau 
of Shenzhen, which falls under 
jurisdiction of Guangdong Pro-
vince. 

Covering nearly 39,320 hecta-
res, the parks include 33 natural 

parks, 152 urban parks and 905 
community parks. A three-level 
park system was established in 
2006, which enables citizens to 
reach parks within 500 meters.

Shenzhen plans to build up 
and renovate more than 40 parks 
every year, with the total number 
of parks reaching 1,500 by 2035.

According to a document is-
sued by the Chinese government 
last month, by 2025, Shenzhen 
will become one of the leading 
cities in the world in terms of 
economic strength and quality 
of development. And the quali-
ty of its ecological environment 
will be first-rate globally.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 25.09.2019

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

GREATER BAY大灣區

page 9

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

HONG KONG

Carrie Lam hopes town 
hall will be start of healing
H

ONG Kong leader Car-
rie Lam said yesterday 
she doesn’t expect a 
town hall meeting this 

week to find answers to the mon-
ths-long pro-democracy protests 
but hopes it will be a step forward 
in the “long journey” to reconcilia-
tion.

Lam said she is encouraged 
that more than 20,000 people have 
signed up for Thursday’s commu-
nity dialogue, out of which only 
150 will be selected randomly. It 
will be the first such meeting since 
the protests started in early June.

The Beijing-backed leader is 
hoping to tone down increasingly 
violent protests that are an embar-
rassment to China’s ruling Com-
munist Party ahead of Oct. 1 cele-
brations of its 70th year in power.

The unrest was sparked by an 
extradition bill that has since been 
withdrawn, but protesters have 
widened their demands to include 
direct elections for the city’s lea-
ders and police accountability.

Lam said there is no agenda 
for the town hall, which is meant 

as an open platform for the pu-
blic to vent their grouses and find 
a way out of the conflict. She said 
the two-hour session will be con-
sidered a success if the dialogue is 
peaceful with a frank and candid 
exchange of views.

“It would not be possible for a 
consensus to be reached after all 
these tensions in society that we 
have seen,” Lam told a news con-
ference. “To me, this is one step 
forward. It will be a long journey 
to achieve reconciliation in socie-

ty, let alone to return to the more 
normal Hong Kong that we are all 
very familiar with.”

Security is expected to be tight 
at the town hall meeting, which 
will be held at a stadium in Hong 
Kong’s Wan Chai neighborhood. 

Participants will be banned from 
bringing items including um-
brellas, gas masks or helmets — 
tools used by protesters.

Lam acknowledged that she 
and her colleagues might not be 
welcomed by the public. On Sun-
day, police had to rescue Secretary 
for Constitutional and Mainland 
Affairs Patrick Nip after an angry 
crowd surrounded his car as he 
was leaving a public event.

“If our reaching out is a source 
of major tension, then we have to 
think twice whether we should do 
that,” Lam said.

More than 1,500 people have 
been arrested since the protests 
started. The demonstrations, car-
ried out in various forms, from 
peaceful human chains to mass 
singing in malls, usually peak 
during weekends and turn violent 
late in the day, with protesters se-
tting street fires and vandalizing 
public utilities, forcing police to 
fire tear gas and water cannons.

This past weekend, some pro-
testers also trampled and burned 
Chinese flags.

Lam backed Hong Kong’s poli-
ce force amid public criticism over 
its alleged use of force, saying it 
was “quite remarkable” by inter-
national standards that no one 
has died in the protests.

“You ask me when that sort of 
restraint will disappear, I really 
can’t tell you,” she said, reiterating 
her call for violence to stop. AP
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Charles Li, chief executive officer of Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Ltd. (HKEx)

The man behind an audacious bid for the 
London Stock Exchange isn’t giving up

VIREN VAGHELA, KIUYAN 
WONG & BENJAMIN 
ROBERTSON

CHARLES Li is at it again: 
trying to persuade doubters 

that a one-time oil rigger who 
grew up on the fringes of the Gobi 
desert is the right buyer for a cen-
turies-old British institution.

The Hong Kong Exchanges & 
Clearing Ltd. chief executive offi-
cer succeeded the first time, when 
the Asian bourse bought the Lon-
don Metal Exchange in 2012. As 
with that deal, the odds are sta-
cked against him following the 
initial rebuff by the London Stock 
Exchange Group Plc to his $36.6 
billion offer and questioning by 
China’s state media.

But that could suit the style 
of the first Chinese national to 
run the exchange. Having ear-
ned the nickname “Mr. China” 
for tying the company closer to 
the mainland, Li is described by 
current and former colleagues as 
relentless and with little tolerance 
for naysayers. He has dispatched 
senior HKEX officials, including 
co-president Romnesh Lamba, to 
meet LSE shareholders in London 
and New York, according to peo-
ple with knowledge of the matter. 
An HKEX spokeswoman declined 
to comment.

Li is “a typical investment 
banker, hungry for money and 

opportunities,” said Stephen Hui, 
a former HKEX board member. 
“He works with a can-do attitude, 
and will not stop until he absolu-
tely tries everything.”

The formula has worked for 
years, for both the exchange and 
its 58-year-old CEO. Now, after a 
firm refusal from LSE’s manage-
ment, it may be up against its tou-
ghest test yet.

THINKING AHEAD
Born in Beijing, Li grew up 

in the northwestern Gansu pro-
vince during the Cultural Revo-
lution. He worked on an oil rig 
before studying English Literatu-
re at Xiamen University. A short 
stint as a journalist led him to the 
U.S., where he earned a Colum-
bia University law degree. A few 
years working at law firms, inclu-
ding Davis Polk & Wardell were 
followed by 16 years in banking: 
first Merrill Lynch & Co. and then 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., where he 
was China chairman when he joi-
ned HKEX in 2009.

Taking over as CEO in 2010, 
Li had a plan to diversify the bu-
siness and to do so with acqui-
sitions, said Cecelia Zhong, a 
former HKEX executive. HKEX 
revenue has doubled to HKD14.3 
billion ($1.8 billion) since Li took 
over in 2010, and its shares have 
outperformed the benchmark 
Hang Seng Index.

“He’s ambitious, has vision 
and thinks 10 years ahead,” said 
Zhong, who’s now CEO of Guojin 
Resources Ltd., a Hong Kong-ba-
sed commodities trading plat-
form.

Li has transformed a bastion 
of the Hong Kong business world 
into a global player with trading 
venues in the U.K. and mainland 
China. The city owns 6% of HKEX 
and appoints six of the company’s 
directors.

At the same time, Li sought to 
elevate HKEX’s global profile, a 
strategy reflected in his top aides. 
The company’s heads of listings, 
group strategy and markets have 
all worked at Wall Street firms.

In meetings with senior 
stakeholders, Li would often pre-
sent ideas that seemed to come 
out of nowhere, said a person with 
knowledge of the matter, and each 
proposal had a detailed analysis 
of risk and return. Linking HKEX 
with exchanges in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen - an idea that even-
tually became the stock connect 
program that now covers more 
than 2,000 equities - was one of 
those, the person said.

“Our teams worked for years 
to overcome what many felt was 
‘mission impossible’: finding a 
way to open up the mainland 
market as much as possible while 
minimizing the risks of an uncon-
trolled flow of capital,” Li wrote 

on the HKEX website in Decem-
ber 2017. “No exchange had ever 
done anything like Stock Connect 
before.”

DUAL-CLASS PUSH
One former colleague pointed to 

Li’s push for weighted-voting rights 
in Hong Kong - to allow companies 
with different share classes to go 
public in the city - as an example of 
his approach.

Li first mooted the idea in 2013 
as a way to lure big tech companies 
to the city but was denied by the 
regulator in 2015. He finally got 
his way last year. Xiaomi Corp. and 
Meituan Dianping have gone pu-
blic under the new rules, and Aliba-
ba Group Holding Ltd. is expected 
to list in Hong Kong later this year 
in what will likely be one of the big-
gest ever share sales.

“I have seen him fight hard ba-
ttles, like introducing dual-class 
shares to the market against all 
odds,” said Mike Wong, CEO of 
the Chamber of Hong Kong Lis-
ted Companies. “He has a full plan 
forward, and thinks years ahead 
- but also knows when to advance 
and when to leave.”

Not every idea has worked, es-
pecially when it comes to China. 
While HKEX has also started a 
bond link with the mainland, Li 
had often talked about a suite of 
connections, including one for ex-
change-traded funds and one that 

would allow Chinese investors 
to buy Hong Kong listing debuts. 
They haven’t happened, and pu-
blic comments about the plans 
have died away. Futures contracts 
in Hong Kong based on Chinese 
government bonds were launched, 
but shelved after a few months.

Those setbacks may have played 
a role in the LSE bid. At corporate 
strategy meetings held in Septem-
ber 2018, Li and other senior HKEX 
executives spoke about the need 
to diversify away from China, said 
one of the people.

The response so far from the 
LSE suggests Li will have to look 
elsewhere.

LSE CEO David Schwimmer last 
week reaffirmed his plans to com-
bine with data provider Refinitiv 
and reject the HKEX bid. The Lon-
don bourse and many of its inves-
tors view that $27 billion push into 
financial data as more promising 
than a multi-continental combina-
tion of exchanges.

For now, HKEX is trying to win 
over other LSE investors, and a 
hostile bid hasn’t been ruled out. 
Former HKEX Chairman Ron Ar-
culli said on Bloomberg Television 
that observers shouldn’t dismiss 
Li’s ability to overcome opposition 
and complete the deal.

“He knows how to navigate his 
way around the regulatory circles, 
and indeed the financial circles, in 
London,” he said. BLOOMBERG
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California, China to team up 
on climate research institute

Beijing calls on Washington to cancel Xinjiang meeting
CHINA called on 

Washington yesterday 
to cancel a planned mee-
ting at the United Nations 
to discuss accusations of 
repression and mass de-
tentions in its Muslim nor-
thwestern region of Xin-
jiang.

The foreign ministry 
accused the Trump admi-
nistration of slandering 
China and interfering in its 
affairs.

A deputy U.S. secretary 
of state, John Sullivan, is 
scheduled to lead a panel 
discussion on the “human 
rights crisis in Xinjiang” 
during this week’s U.N. Ge-
neral Assembly meeting.

The United States, hu-
man rights groups and 

independent analysts say 
about 1 million of the 12 
million members of Mus-
lim ethnic minority groups 
in Xinjiang have been 
detained in internment 
camps. The Com-
munist Beijing 
government says 
those are vocatio-
nal training cen-
ters.

“We urge the 
United States to 
cancel the rele-
vant meeting, 
stop making ir-
responsible re-
marks on the Xinjiang is-
sue and stop interfering in 
the internal affairs of Chi-
na in the name of human 
rights,” a foreign ministry 

spokesman, Geng Shuang, 
said at a daily news brie-
fing.

On Monday, President 
Donald Trump said at a 
meeting on religious free-

dom held during the U.N. 
session that it was an “ur-
gent moral duty” for wor-
ld leaders to stop crimes 
against faith.

On Sunday, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo 
accused Beijing of trying 
to erase Muslim cultu-
res. He called on Central 
Asian governments to re-

ject Chinese de-
mands to send 
home ethnic 
minorities who 
might face re-
pression.

Pompeo made 
the commen-
ts in a meeting 
with the foreign 
ministers of Ka-
zakhstan, Kyrgy-

zstan, Tajikistan, Turkme-
nistan and Uzbekistan.

“The United States has 
repeatedly smeared and 
slandered China’s policy 

toward Xinjiang and in-
terfered in China’s inter-
nal affairs under the gui-
se of religion and human 
rights,” Geng said. “Now 
it made an even bigger 
mistake by holding the 
so-called discussion on 
the Xinjiang issue during 
the U.N. General Assem-
bly.”

The Xinjiang panel will 
feature “deeply personal 
stories of victims of Chi-
na’s brutal campaign of 
repression” against Ui-
ghurs, Kyrgyz and other 
Muslim minorities, said a 
State Department annou-
ncement of the event.

It said Sullivan “wel-
comes global partners 
in joining the call for 

China to end the cruel, 
inhuman and degrading 
treatment of the people 
of Xinjiang.”

Geng defended Chine-
se policies as necessary 
to combat terrorism.

Beijing has blamed 
scattered incidents of 
violence in Xinjiang on 
a radical Muslim move-
ment it says wants in-
dependence for the ter-
ritory, though foreign 
governments and resear-
chers say they see little 
evidence to support that.

“The U.S. side has tur-
ned a blind eye to China’s 
efforts and achievements 
in combating terrorism 
and extremism,” Geng 
said. AP

KATHLEEN RONAYNE, 
SACRAMENTO

A
S tensions between 
China and the United 
States ratchet up, for-
mer California Gov. 

Jerry Brown sees a way to bring 
together the world’s largest carbon 
emitter and a U.S. state that’s lea-
ding the way in energy standards: 
climate change.

Brown and Xie Zhenhua, Chi-
na’s top climate official, announ-
ced a new university partnership 
focused on climate research and 
policy as part of the United Na-
tions Climate Action Summit in 
New York.

While it may seem like an un-
likely pairing, Brown has been 
building a partnership with China 
for years. And China, which emi-
ts the most carbon of any nation, 
has been investing aggressively in 
renewable energy products such 
as battery storage technology and 
reducing its reliance on coal.

California, meanwhile, has 
adopted some of the nation’s most 
aggressive climate goals, including 
an effort to use 100% clean energy 
for electricity by 2045.

The partnership comes amid 
Republican President Donald 
Trump’s hostile relationship with 
China and his withdrawal of the 
United States from global com-
mitments to combat rising tem-
peratures. Trump only briefly 
stopped by the climate summit 
before going to an event on reli-
gious freedom.

“Our goal is to keep an open 
door of constructive conversation 
at the very moment when doors 

are closing,” Brown, a Democrat 
who left office in 2018, told The 
Associated Press in a recent inter-
view.

Zhenhua will be in New York for 
the announcement while Brown 
planned to participate in discus-
sions remotely from California.

California under Brown and 
now Gov. Gavin Newsom, a fellow 
Democrat, has sued the Trump 
administration repeatedly over 
its rollback of environmental and 
clean air regulations. Brown began 
developing partnerships with Chi-
na on climate during his governor-
ship with trips to the Asian nation 
in 2013 and 2017.

The California-China Climate 
Institute will be housed at the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley and 
work in partnership with Tsinghua 
University in Beijing.

While China is prioritizing fi-
ghting global warming at home, 
it’s also investing in dirtier ener-
gy methods such as coal in other 
countries as it looks to expand its 
global influence through its “Belt 
and Road” infrastructure initiative.

Still, Brown said California 
shouldn’t shy away from opportu-
nities to work with China, saying a 
research partnership will be bene-
ficial to both. China, for example, 
could teach California more about 
its research on battery storage, 
Brown said.

“One thing I think is impor-
tant and still available for further 
development is our climate part-
nership,” Brown said. “That’s so-
mething Trump can’t do because 
he has sworn climate denial and 
therefore he is AWOL on one of the 
most important challenges facing 

world leaders.”
Brown noted both California 

and China are focused on tighte-
ning emissions of pollutants from 
cars and trucks. The Trump admi-
nistration last week revoked Cali-
fornia’s decades-old ability to set 
its own standards, but California is 
punching back.

“They know it’s the future and 
they also know the biggest market 
in the world will be following simi-
lar and increasingly more difficult 
emissions standards,” Brown said, 
speaking of China. “For Trump to 
attempt to create an island of gas-
-guzzling inefficiency in a sea of 
increasingly efficient zero-emis-
sion cars is insanity.”

Alice Hill, a senior fellow for cli-
mate change policy at the Council 
on Foreign Relations, said China 
has led in finding new ways to deal 

with the challenges from climate 
change-related floods. She called 
China an “important partner” for 
the United States on climate chan-
ge even amid concerns about in-
tellectual property theft by China.

“You have to walk into this with 
open eyes but that does not mean 
you may not have a relationship,” 
Hill said.

The institute will invest in re-
search on zero-emission vehicles 
and low-carbon transportation, 
carbon pricing, climate adapta-
tion, sustainable land use and 
agriculture, carbon capture and 
storage and long-term climate 
policy enforcement. Through the 
partnership, California and China 
will share best practices on how 
to scale innovative climate solu-
tions. It will also train researchers 
and scientists from both places 
and host a series of “subnational 
climate dialogues” with business, 
government and climate leaders 
in the United States and China.

The two nations held a similar 
discussion at the Global Climate 
Action Summit that Brown hosted 
last year in San Francisco.

China’s national and provincial 
governments as well as Califor-
nia’s public utilities commission, 
air resources board and other key 
climate decision makers will work 
with the institute.

Asked if it was problematic for 
a state to team up with a foreign 
country, Brown said “we’re not 
negotiating any treaties, we’re 
not making foreign policy, we’re 
working on climate policy, global 
climate policy, and as free people 
we are able to do that.”

Former Vice President Al Gore 
and Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, 
who have been vocal proponents 
of tackling climate change, are ex-
pected at the announcement. Ins-
lee, who recently ended his bid for 
the Democratic nomination for 
president, teamed up with Brown 
on some climate efforts while 
Brown was governor. AP

The US will lead a 
panel discussion on 

the ‘human rights 
crisis in Xinjiang’ 

during the UN General 
Assembly meeting

California Gov. Jerry Brown (front right), and China’s Xie Zhenhua seen in this file photo
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CHINA plans to 
join governmen-

ts that are imposing 
controls on tobacco 
liquid and additives 
for e-cigarettes amid 
rising concern about 
deaths and illnesses 
blamed on vaping, 
a state news agency 
said yesterday.

Rules due out as 
early as next month 
also will cover e-ci-
garette devices and 
packaging, the China 
News Service said, 
citing unidentified 
sources at the State 
Tobacco Monopoly. 
The monopoly didn’t 
immediately respond 
to requests by phone 
for more details.

India banned sales 
of e-cigarettes this 
month and regulators 
in the United States 
and other countries 
are imposing controls 
following a surge in 
deaths and illnesses 
blamed on vaping.

Makers of e-ciga-
rettes including Juul 

Labs Inc. have promo-
ted them as being sa-
fer than standard ci-
garettes, but the U.S. 
Food and Drug Admi-
nistration says no va-
ping product has been 
reviewed and found to 
be less harmful than 
traditional tobacco 
products.

China is the most 
populous global to-
bacco market, with an 
estimated 350 million 
smokers. India is No. 
2.

Companies in the 
Chinese e-cigarette 
industry invested at 
least 1 billion yuan 

($140 million) in 2018 
year and 35 deals were 
made in the first half 
of this year, according 
to CNS.

China banned sales 
of e-cigarettes to peo-
ple under 18 in August 
2018.

In July, the coun-
try’s National Heal-
th Commission said 
studies showed the 
aerosol generated by 
e-cigarettes contains 
toxic elements and 
additives pose heal-
th risks, according to 
CNS.

In the United Sta-
tes, health officials are 

investigating a surge 
of severe breathing 
illnesses linked to va-
ping. They have iden-
tified 380 confirmed 
and probable cases, 
including six deaths.

U.S. doctors say the 
illnesses appear to 
be a response to the 
inhalation of a caustic 
substance. Symptoms 
have included short-
ness of breath, fati-
gue, chest pain, diar-
rhea and vomiting.

This month, the 
state government of 
New York banned the 
sale of flavored e-ci-
garettes. AP

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

CANADA’S  attorney general 
said that officials followed 

the law when they detained a 
top Chinese tech executive at 
Vancouver’s airport and the 
defense has no proof to subs-
tantiate its “conspiracy theory” 
that she was illegally arrested.

The attorney general said 
in court documents released 
yesterday there is no eviden-
ce to suggest the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police or the 
FBI asked border agents to eli-
cit information from Huawei 
chief financial officer Meng 
Wanzhou during her deten-
tion.

Meng, the daughter of 
Huawei’s founder, was arres-
ted at Vancouver’s airport on 
December 1. The U.S. reques-
ted the arrest and is seeking 
her extradition on fraud char-
ges.

Meng returned to court whe-
re her lawyers are asking for 
documents that they say wou-
ld support their allegations. 
Richard Peck, her lawyer, told 
the court that border officials 

took Meng’s personal electro-
nic devices and obtained the 
passwords to her devices be-
fore handing them over to the 
RCMP.

Meng’s extradition trial 
won’t begin until Jan. 20 and 
she is free on bail while living 
in a multimillion-dollar man-
sion in Vancouver.

Her arrest severely damaged 
relations between China and 
Canada. Beijing detained two 
Canadians, ex-diplomat Mi-
chael Kovrig and entrepreneur 
Michael Spavor, on Dec. 10 in 
an apparent attempt to pres-
sure Canada to release Meng.

China has also stopped im-
porting certain Canadian pro-
ducts like canola and meat, 
and it also re-sentenced a con-
victed Canadian drug smug-
gler to death after the Meng 
arrest as part of an apparent 
campaign of intimidation and 
retribution against Canada.

China and the U.S. are cur-
rently embroiled in a trade war 
that has roiled global financial 
markets. AP

Canada says border 
officials followed 
rules in Huawei arrest

China planning controls on 
e-cigarettes amid health concern

Three Chinese tourists in critical 
condition after US crash
THREE Chinese tourists re-

mained in critical condition 
yesterday [Macau time] after they 
were injured in a tour bus crash 
in Utah that left four other pas-
sengers dead, hospital officials 
said.

One person was in serious 
condition, but other passengers 
hurt in the crash were improving.

The tour bus carrying 30 peo-
ple rolled over and crashed Fri-
day onto a guard rail on its way 
to Bryce Canyon National Park. 
Everyone on board was hurt.

The cause of the crash hasn’t 
been determined by U.S. investi-
gators. Regulators said the driver 
— a U.S. citizen from California 
whose name has not been relea-
sed — was making his first trip.

He didn’t appear to be intoxi-
cated, the Utah Highway Patrol 
has said.

U-Tour Group in Shanghai, 
the travel company overseeing 
the U.S. trip, said the driver was 
qualified, the bus was insured, 
and the travel agency was pro-
perly registered with China’s Mi-
nistry of Culture and Tourism.

The operator of the bus, On-
tario, California-based America 
Shengjia Inc. was cooperating 

with investigators examining 
what caused the mid-sized 2017 
bus to crash, authorities said.

The company has not respon-
ded to requests for comment.

The bus had seat belts, but it’s 
unknown if any passengers were 
wearing them.

Utah officials don’t require sta-
te permits from out-of-state tour 
bus companies or track who’s co-
ming through the state as long as 
the carrier is registered with the 
U.S. government and their home 
state, said Chad Sheppick, Utah 
Department of Transportation’s 
director of the motor carrier di-
vision.

In this case, documents availa-
ble online show America Sheng-
jia had done both.

Three women and one man 
died in the crash. The victims 
have been identified as Ling 
Geng, 68, Xiuyun Chen, 67, 
Zhang Caiyu, 62, and Zhongliang 
Qiu, 65, according to the Utah Hi-
ghway Patrol.

The group of 29 tourists and 
one leader came from Shanghai 
and the provinces of Zhejiang, 
Jiangsu and Heilongjiang, accor-
ding to a news report on the me-
dia website huanqiu.com. AP
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Student protesters run from tear gas fired by police officers during a protest in Makassar, South Sulawesi, yesterday

INDONESIA

Students rally against 
changes to corruption law
NINIEK KARMINI, JAKARTA

P
OLICE fired tear gas and 
water cannons yesterday 
to disperse thousands of 
rock-throwing students 

protesting a new law that they said 

has crippled Indonesia’s anti-cor-
ruption agency.

Several thousand university 
students are enraged that Indone-
sia’s parliament passed a law last 
week that reduces the authority of 
the Corruption Eradication Com-

mission, a key body in fighting en-
demic graft in the country. They 
joined the demonstration in front 
of the parliament building in the 
capital, Jakarta.

Rallies were held under tight se-
curity in big cities all over the coun-

try. The demonstrators, who had 
been protesting for days, are de-
manding that President Joko Wido-
do issue a government regulation 
to replace the new law on the Cor-
ruption Eradication Commission, 
known by its Indonesian abbrevia-
tion, KPK.

The bill was passed into law 
last week by the 560-member par-
liament. The protests grew in the 
past two days and turned violent in 
some cities.

The protesters also urged par-
liament to delay votes on several 
proposed new laws, including on 
the criminal code, mining, land and 
labor. Opponents say the criminal 
code bill threatens democracy and 
discriminates against minorities.

Widodo had met yesterday with 
lawmakers, whose term will end 
at the end of this month, to urge 
them to delay votes on the bills af-
ter considering public concerns. 
Lawmakers then delayed their vo-
tes on the proposed laws in their 
last plenary session.

Critics say the criminal code bill 
contains articles that may violate 
the rights of women, religious mi-
norities, lesbians, gays, bisexual 
and transgender people, as well as 
freedoms of speech and associa-
tion.

“The bill was delayed,” House 
Speaker Bambang Soesatyo said in 
a news conference. “It will be rede-
liberated by the lawmakers in the 
next term.”

However, no government offi-
cials or lawmakers said how they 
would handle the students’ de-
mand that the new law on the anti-
-graft commission be revoked.

Security was especially tight in 
Jakarta, where 20,000 soldiers and 
police were deployed to secure key 
locations, including the presiden-
tial palace.

“We reject the bill on KPK being 
forced into law,” a speaker told a 
cheering crowd gathered in front of 
the parliament building. “Corrup-
ters tried to manipulate us by this 
way, it’s the poor that are going to 
suffer most.”

Demonstrations were largely 
peaceful in Jakarta, but in Makas-
sar, the main city on Sulawesi is-
land, thousands of protesters blo-
cked streets, set fires and pelted 
police with rocks. Anti-riot police 
responded with water cannons and 
tear gas.

Clashes between protesters and 
police also occurred in other cities, 
including Bandung, Yogyakarta, 
Malang, Palembang and Medan.

The protests, which underline 
Indonesia’s challenge in changing 
its graft-ridden image, have threate-
ned the credibility of Widodo, who 
recently won a second term after 
campaigning for clean governance.

Indonesia, Southeast Asia’s lar-
gest economy, ranked 89th out of 
175 countries in the 2018 Corrup-
tion Perceptions Index reported by 
Transparency International. AP
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 SOUTH KOREA 

Fourth swine fever case 
in a week confirmed

Japan not inviting S.Korea to naval review amid dispute
JAPAN announced that it 

is not inviting South Ko-
rea to a multinational na-
val review it is hosting next 
month because their ties are 
badly strained over history, 
trade and defense.

The Maritime Self-De-
fense Force, Japan’s navy, 
said yesterday it will not in-
vite the South Korean navy 
for the review, scheduled for 
Oct. 14 at Sagami Bay, west 
of Tokyo.

The head of the maritime 
force, Adm. Hiroshi Yama-

mura, said the decision was 
made because “We don’t 
have an adequate environ-
ment to invite South Korea, 
considering the severe con-
dition of current Japan-Sou-
th Korea relations.”

In Seoul earlier Tuesday, 
South Korean Defense Mi-
nistry spokeswoman Choi 
Hyun-soo told a briefing 
that South Korea did not re-
ceive an invitation and that 
it’s up to the hosts to decide 
the participants.

Tensions between the 

Asian neighbors have esca-
lated since July, when Japan 
tightened controls on ex-
ports to South Korea.

The two countries have 
had long-running disputes 
over Japan’s actions during 
its 1910-1945 colonization 
of the Korean Peninsula, 
including sexual abuse of 
Korean women at military 
brothels and the use of for-
ced laborers.

Japan says all compen-
sation issues were settled 
under a 1965 peace treaty 

with South Korea and has 
accused Seoul of violating 
international law by not 
stopping a Supreme Court 
decision ordering Japanese 
companies to compensate 
former Korean forced labo-
rers.

Japan tightened controls 
on exports of key chemicals 
that South Korean com-
panies use to produce se-
miconductors and displays, 
and then downgraded Sou-
th Korea’s preferential trade 
status a month later. Tokyo 

cited unspecified security 
reasons, while Seoul ac-
cused it of “weaponizing” 
trade in response to the dis-
pute over Japan’s wartime 
actions.

The trade restrictions, 
which affect a core South 
Korean industry, have led 
to a full-blown dispute, sen-
ding relations between the 
U.S. allies to their lowest 
level in decades and spilling 
over into tourism, security 
and other areas.

Seoul announced last 

month it is terminating a 
military intelligence sharing 
pact with Japan that had 
symbolized the countries’ 
three-way security coopera-
tion with the United States 
in the face of North Korean 
nuclear threats and China’s 
growing assertiveness in the 
region.

Defense officials said se-
ven countries — the U.S., 
Britain, Canada, Australia, 
India, Singapore and China 
— have been invited to the 
upcoming naval review. AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

SOUTH Korea’s African swine 
fever crisis intensified yester-

day with lab tests confirming the 
fourth case in a week from a farm 
near its border with North Korea.

The discovery of still more ca-
ses has raised fears officials are 
fighting a losing battle to halt the 
spread of the disease that wiped 
out pig populations across Asia.

Hours after announcing the 
newest infection in Paju, the Sou-
th Korean government imposed a 
48-hour standstill on all pig farms, 
slaughterhouses and feed facto-
ries in the country as of noon yes-
terday, with Prime Minister Lee 
Nak-yeon calling for “stern, fast 
and pre-emptive response measu-
res that would feel even excessive.”

More than 15,000 pigs were cul-
led after the country’s first two ou-
tbreaks were confirmed last week 
at a different farm in Paju and a 
farm in Yeoncheon, another bor-
der town, but officials have yet to 
identify the infection route. The 
disease may have crossed from 
North Korea, which reported an 
outbreak near its border with Chi-
na in late May.

In a closed-door briefing to 
lawmakers, South Korean Natio-
nal Intelligence Service Director 
Suh Hoon said North Korea had 
new cases after July despite culling 
pigs, disinfecting farms and res-
tricting the distribution of pork 
products, according to lawmakers 
who attended the session.

Lee Hye-hoon, chairwoman 
of the National Assembly’s intelli-

gence committee, said Suh used 
charts to explain how the disease 
has apparently spread to nearly all 
parts of North Korea. According to 
Lee, Suh said the agency has heard 
from unspecified civilian sources 
that pig herds in North Pyongan 
province — a region north of ca-
pital Pyongyang — have suppo-
sedly been “annihilated” and that 
residents were complaining about 
“butcher shops not having meat.”

North Korea in recent months 
has virtually scrapped all diplo-
matic activity and cooperation 
with South Korea amid a standstill 
in nuclear negotiations with the 
United States.

Lee said Suh said his agency 
was struggling to obtain more in-
formation because the North has 
been rejecting repeated South 

Korean calls for joint quarantine 
efforts.

“It was difficult to gauge (from 
Suh’s briefing) whether quaranti-
ne measures in North Korea have 
been thorough and sufficient,” Lee 
told the Associated Press.

South Korea’s Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural Affairs 
said the disease caused three pigs 
to have miscarriages at the Paju 
farm where the country’s four-
th case was confirmed. Officials 
planned to cull the farm’s 2,300 
pigs as well as the pigs at other far-
ms within a 3 kilometer radius.

The country’s third case had 
just been confirmed Monday ni-
ght at a farm in Gimpo, which is on 
the southern side of a river that se-
parates the border region and the 
Seoul metropolitan area, where 
nearly half of South Koreans live. 
Later yesterday, the ministry said 
another case was suspected in the 
island county of Ganghwa, which 
is part of the metropolitan city of 
Incheon that borders the capital.

African swine fever is harmless 
to people, but having it spread 

from farms to densely populated 
areas will make it harder to con-
tain. The illness is highly conta-
gious and fatal for pigs, with no 
known cure.

In South Korea, where diets rely 
heavily on pork, there is concern 
the outbreak could spread and 
hurt an industry with 6,300 farms 
raising more than 11 million pigs. 
The disease decimated pig herds 
in China and other Asian coun-
tries before reaching the Koreas.

The government on Tuesday 
widened its intensive monitoring 
zone to cover all areas of Gyeonggi 
province, which governs the bor-
der towns and much of the metro-
politan area surrounding Seoul, 
as well as the nearby Gangwon 
province and Incheon. Farms wi-
thin the zone will be prohibited 
from moving pigs or their waste 
to other regions for at least three 
weeks.

Officials have said the first three 
weeks are crucial, considering in-
cubation periods. They scrambled 
to strengthen quarantine and pre-
vention efforts, tightly restricting 
the movement of farmers and 
animals and disinfecting vehicles, 
roads and areas near water sour-
ces.

Government workers dressed 
in lab coats and masks guarded 
roadblocks near farms in Paju, 
where excavators have been used 
to dig huge pits used for killing 
and burying thousands of pigs. 
The gates, entrances and grounds 
of many farms were covered in 
snowy layers of calcium oxide, a 
disinfectant.

Officials also plan to install 
more traps, nets and fences to 
capture or repel wild boars that 
roam in and out of North Korea, 
which some experts see as a po-
tential source of the outbreak in 
South Korea. The Ministry of En-
vironment said it’s testing water 
from a river that flows across the 
inter-Korean border for the virus. 
It is also searching these areas for 
dead wild boars.

“We will employ all the resour-
ces we have so that we could end 
the (outbreak) as early as possib-
le,” Kim Hyun-soo, the agriculture 
minister, said in a news conferen-
ce. AP

Quarantine officials work at a pig farm with confirmed African swine fever in Paju, yesterday
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UN SUMMIT

Trump focuses on religious 
freedom, not climate
JONATHAN LEMIRE & DEB 
RIECHMANN, UNITED NATIONS

P
RESIDENT Donald 
Trump made his political 
priorities clear yester-
day [Macau time] within 

an hour of arriving at the United 
Nations for a three-day visit: He 
breezed by a major climate chan-
ge summit to focus instead on re-
ligious persecution, an issue that 
resonates with his evangelical su-
pporters.

The climate summit, a center-
piece of this year’s U.N. schedule, 
was not on Trump’s agenda at all. 
But he stopped in to observe for 
about 15 minutes before heading 
to what he saw as the main event, 
a meeting on protecting religious 
freedom.

Trump said it was an “urgent 
moral duty” for world leaders to 
stop crimes against faith, release 
prisoners of conscience and re-
peal laws restricting religious li-
berty.

“Approximately 80% of the 

world’s population live in coun-
tries where religious liberty is 
threatened, restricted or even 
banned,” Trump said, adding that 
when he first heard the statistic, 
he didn’t believe it and asked for 
verification.

Trump’s speech Monday ex-
tends a long-running focus on 

international religious freedom 
that speaks to a key priority of his 
evangelical base. His administra-
tion has hosted annual meetings 
on the topic in Washington, and 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
announced during this year’s event 
that he would create an internatio-
nal alliance dedicated to the issue.

Underscoring the importance 
of Trump’s action on the issue to 
evangelical voters who are criti-
cal to his 2020 reelection bid, one 
prominent evangelical backer 
Dallas-based pastor Robert Jef-
fress lauded Trump for focusing 
on religious freedom instead of 
climate change.

“What president in history 
would have the guts to do what 
President Trump is doing?” Jef-
fress, who was set to be in the au-
dience for Trump’s speech, said 
on Fox News. “And it’s this kind 
of leadership that is absolutely 
infuriating the president’s ene-
mies, but it’s also energizing his 
base, especially his religious base 
of voters.”

Trump listed his administra-
tion’s efforts on religious freedom 
and declared, “We’ve done a lot.”

As for the climate summit, he 
told reporters as he left: “I’m a 
big believer in clean air and clean 
water and all countries shou-
ld get together and do that, and 
they should do it for themselves. 

Very, very important.”
Late Monday, he mocked Swe-

dish 16-year-old activist Greta 
Thunberg, who had scolded the 
audience at the climate summit, 
repeatedly asking, “How dare 
you?”

Trump tweeted: “She seems 
like a very happy young girl 
looking forward to a bright and 
wonderful future. So nice to see!”

The Republican president 
arrived in New York against a 
backdrop of swirling interna-
tional tensions, including ques-
tions about his relationship with 
Ukraine, the uncertain future of 
Brexit, the U.S. trade war with 
China, stalled nuclear negotia-
tions with North Korea and a 
weakening global economy. The 
president met Monday with lea-
ders of Pakistan, Poland, New 
Zealand, Singapore, Egypt and 
South Korea.

His most immediate challenge 
may be Iran. He will try to con-
vince skeptical global capitals to 
help build a coalition to confront 
Tehran after the United States bla-
med it for last week’s strike at an 
oil field in Saudi Arabia.

Asked as he arrived at the U.N. 
building if he will meet soon with 
Iran President Hassan Rouhani, 
Trump was noncommittal. “We’ll 
see what happens,” he said. “We 
have a long way to go, we’ll see 
what happens.” AP
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON this day in history
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TDM News (Repetição)

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)

Água de Mar

Zig Zag

Os Ursos Boonie e o Fantástico Outono

Viajante da Música

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

A Minha Tese

Amor Maior (Repetição)

TDM Entrevista (Repetição)

Ouro Verde Sr.1

Telejornal

Semana Internacional

Tesouro Pirata nas Caraíbas Sr.1

Amor Maior

TDM News

O Último Reino Sr.1

Telejornal (Repetição)

RTPi Directo

Officers in a Massachusetts police department briefly 
turned into Amazon drivers after a stash of undelivered 
packages was found in a cemetery.

Burlington police tweeted that a “diligent groundskee-
per” at a cemetery in the town northwest of Boston found 
the packages Monday morning in a trash receptacle and 
contacted police.

Police did not say exactly how many packages there were, 
but photos posted on social media showed about 20.

The packages were addressed to Burlington residents, 
so police took it upon themselves to deliver them.

They are also investigating to determine how the packa-
ges ended up at the cemetery and have contacted Ama-
zon.

They tweeted, “If you see an officer delivering your pa-
ckages say hello!”

After AmAzon pAckAges found in 
cemetery, police deliver them

United Nations forces have taken control of the 
South Korean capital Seoul, three months after it fell 
to North Korea, the US Army has announced.

The US 7th Infantry Division and South Korean 17th 
Regiment have crossed the Han river and captured 
the North Korean stronghold on South Mountain, the 
spokesman said.

US Marines have also reached Duk Soo palace in the 
centre of the city and are within 600m (1,969ft) of the 
main railway station.

North Koreans strongly resisted the UN advance 
near the station and American and South Korean uni-
ts suffered many casualties, but opposition in other 
areas is reported to have been light.

US Air Force planes from the American aircraft car-
rier Sicily supported the ground attacks all day, targe-
ting North Korean defences with jellied petrol bombs 
and rockets.

Major General Edward Almond, commander of the X 
Army Corps, told reporters the combined assault had 
been key to the UN’s success.

The general said: “Co-ordination of air, tank and 
artillery, and infantry fire-power made possible the 
seizure of the enemy’s defences with minimum los-
ses.”

He added that the UN advance from the west af-
ter the landings at Inchon on 15 September had cut 
off important North Korean supply routes and forced 
them to retreat.

North Korea’s defences were crucially breached 
when tanks from the American 1st Cavalry Division, 
which had entered Seoul from the west, linked up 
with US infantry who had fought their way from the 
east.

The troops joined forces at the 274m (900ft) South 
Mountain after it was captured in a surprise attack.

The North Korean Peoples’ Army have been in con-
trol of Seoul since 26 June, just 24 hours after they 
invaded South Korea.

The UN condemned the offensive and US troops 
arrived to bolster South Korean resistance just days 
later.

Courtesy BBC News

1950 seoul in un hAnds

In context

Offbeat

Korea was divided after the Japanese withdrawal at the 
end of World War II - which left the USSR occupying the 
north of the country and the US the south. The border was 
the 38th parallel.
The invasion of South Korea took the international com-
munity largely by surprise - despite years of increasingly 
bloody frontier incidents.
The re-capture of Seoul from the North Koreans did not 
signal the end of the conflict and in November 1950 troops 
from Communist China entered a war which would even-
tually cost two million lives.
Fighting in Korea did not stop until the signing of an armi-
stice on 27 July 1953.
But a peace deal has never been reached and American 
troops remain stationed in the de-militarized zone be-
tween North and South Korea.

cineteatro
19 - 25 Sep

IT CHAPTER TWO
room1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
Director: Andy Muschietti
Starring: Jessica Chastain, James McAvoy, Bill Hader
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 169min

ABIGAIL
room2
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Aleksandr Boguslavskiy
Starring:  Tinatin Dalakishvili, Eddie Marsan, Rinal Mukhametov
Language: English (Chinese)

UNDERCOVER PUNCH AND GUN
room2
7:30pm
Director: Koon-Nam Lui, Frankie Tam
Starring:  Shuai Chi, Joyce Wenjuan Feng, Luxia Jiang
Language: Cantonese (Chinese)

FAGARA
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
Director: Heiward Mak
Starring:  Kenny Bee, Vicky Chen, Sammi Cheng
Language: Chinese (English )
Duration: 120min

SOUND! EUPHONIUM THE MOVIE - 
OUR PROMISE: A BRAND NEW DAY 
room3
4:45, 7:30pm
Director: Tatsuya Ishihara
Starring: Robbie Daymond, Erica Mendez, Lucien Dodge
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 110min

oneness: Calligraphy by professor Jao 
Tsung-i
Time: 10am-6pm (No admission after 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
unTil: September 30, 2019 
Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy  
admission: Free  
enquiry: (853) 8598 6718

The golden age of arabiC sCienCe: 
exhibiTion from 1001 inVenTions
Time: 10am-6pm (Closed on Thursdays)
unTil: October 27, 2019 
Venue: Gallery 2, Exhibition Center, Macau Science 
Center  
admission: MOP25 (several discounts available) 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822
 
lyriC poeTry – Works of arTisTs in maCau 
and porTugal from The mam ColleCTion
Time: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30pm; 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: November 4, 2019 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art  
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

Wynn presenTs:  garden of earThly 
delighTs 
Time: 10am-10pm
unTil: October 6, 2019 
Venue: Wynn Macau and Wynn Palace 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 6882 2839

sands presenTs:  all ThaT’s gold does 
gliTTer – an exhibiTion of glamorous 
CeramiCs
Time: 24 hours 
unTil: October 9, 2019 
Venue: The Venetian Macao, The Parisian Macao, 
Sands Macao & Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2882 8888

unexpeCTed enCounTers
Time: 12pm-6pm
unTil: October 31, 2019 
Venue: Access to Level 23 via lifts behind 
Morpheus check-in counters 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Oceans; 5- Sling mud at; 10- Beer buy; 14- Big Apple river; 15- “The 

____ has landed.”; 16- Cowardly Lion portrayer; 17- “Tosca” tune; 18- Trimmed grass 
near the sidewalk; 19- Tract; 20- Part of UHF; 22- Commanded; 24- Hard journey; 
27- Garr of “Tootsie”; 28- Wind-broken horse; 32- They’re taboo; 35- 007 creator 
Fleming; 36- Winter woe; 38- Simmons rival; 40- Long and Peeples; 42- Cop ___; 
44- Lose pep; 45- Bert’s buddy; 47- Subsequently; 49- Crew member; 50- Red 
Sea land; 52- Raider; 54- Defendant’s answer; 56- Equestrian’s control; 57- Throb; 
60- Transitional state; 64- Persian fairy; 65- Carried; 68- Letters; 69- You wish!; 
70- Name on a bomber; 71- Popeyed; 72- Prying; 73- Related to the kidneys; 74- 
Actress Bonet;
 
DOWN: 1- Linebacker Junior; 2- Jurist Warren; 3- ___ were; 4- Begins; 5- Understand; 
6- Deranged; 7- Waffle brand; 8- On the ball; 9- Blush; 10- Woodwind instrument; 
11- River in central Switzerland; 12- Molt; 
13- Piece of history; 21- Some are liberal; 
23- God of love; 25- Scat queen Fitzgerald; 
26- Retains; 28- Fermented grape juice; 
29- Like a sasquatch; 30- Cockamamie; 
31- Piece of the past; 33- Hunter of myth; 
34- Fine fiddle; 37- Pavarotti, e.g.; 39- 
Dynamic start?; 41- Make less complex; 
43- High point; 46- Sushi fish; 48- Runner 
Zatopek; 51- Less messy; 53- Beast; 55- 
Make up for wrongdoing; 57- Mexican 
money; 58- “Exodus” author Leon; 59- 
Town on the Thames; 61- Biblical trio; 62- 
Life stories; 63- First name in gymnastics; 
64- Metal container used for frying; 66- 
Guido’s high note; 67- Lentil and spice dish; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You have been adding more 
new projects and goals than your 
schedule can realistically contain, so 
you might find yourself  scrambling 
today. Concentrate on finishing 
some current projects. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Even though having a routine 
in your life might get boring 
from time to time, you will 
find a great deal of  comfort in 
knowing what’s going on in your 
daily life for the next few days.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Keeping life easy and breezy will 
be a cinch today, especially if  you 
are surrounded by friends who 
understand how to have a good 
time. Keep it simple, and keep it 
low-maintenance.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your insight is needed to help 
a friend untangle a confusing 
situation. You don’t know all 
the facts yet - but when you do, 
you’ll immediately know how to 
proceed.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Acknowledge this attention, and 
go ahead and play up to it! Charm 
that barista, make that cab driver 
laugh and work that dynamic 
duo magic. It makes everyday 
activities so much more fun.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
The battle between your impatient 
side and your pragmatic side will 
rage on today, with little (if  any) 
resolution. This tension could 
cause you to lash out at people 
who try to push your buttons. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If  you were a superhero, what would 
your superpower be? Would you 
like to fly? Be invisible? How about 
always being able to find a good 
parking spot? Give this question 
some serious thought today.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Avoid the urge to consult too 
many people about what you 
should do. Getting input is fine, 
but if  you ask the same questions 
again and again, you might come 
off as too insecure.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
For special insight on your latest 
quandary, turn to your coworkers 
or classmates today. You need to 
consult someone who either is in 
the same situation you’re in or has 
been there before. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Take these questions one at a time. 
Do not expect yourself  to answer 
all of  them right away - or ever. 
Just being aware of  such issues 
may be enough to prepare you to 
take opportunities as they come.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  you spend too much time 
thinking about how to make 
everything equal and fair between 
you and your friends, you will 
create way too much work for 
yourself.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You are going to be exposed to an 
avalanche of  new ideas, and some 
of  them might confuse you a bit. 
This mental challenge may feel 
uncomfortable or strange, but it will 
help you stay engaged with the world.

  Aquarius Pisces
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KANYE West has held 
an outdoor worship 

service that attracted thou-
sands of  people to the Wyo-
ming city where he owns a 
ranch.

The Billings Gazette re-
ports West held the free 
event over the weekend on 
the grounds of  The Buffalo 
Bill Center of  the West in 
Cody.

The center estimates 
3,800 people attended the 
hour-long “Sunday Servi-
ce” in the Robbie Powwow 
Garden.

FIRE has destroyed a 
building that is part of  

Detroit’s popular outdoor 
art project known as the 
Heidelberg Project.

Flames were shooting 
through the roof  before 
firefighters brought the 
blaze under control yes-
terday [Macau time]. The 
building east of  downtown 
Detroit has “you” painted 
all over it, one of  many 
buildings with the work of  
artist Tyree Guyton. The 
rear was gutted, and piles 

A guitar given 
to B.B. King 

for his 80th birth-
day has sold for 
$280,000 at an 
auction of  items 
from the blues le-
gend’s estate.

Julien’s Auctions 
says King often 
used the black Gi-
bson ES-345 pro-
totype that was one 
of  several guitars 
he called «Lucille.» 
A spokeswoman for 
the auction house, 
Mozell Miley-Bailey, said that the buyer wants to remain 
anonymous.

Before the auction, Julien’s estimated the guitar’s value at 
$80,000 to $100,000. The headstock has “B.B. King 80” 
and a crown inlaid with mother-of-pearl, and the guitar 
is autographed on the back. The Gibson company gave 
King the guitar as a gift.

Early in his career, King ran back into a burning night-
club to rescue his guitar, and he later learned the fire star-
ted when two men were fighting over a woman named 
Lucille. King said he never met the woman but started 
naming his guitars Lucille as a reminder to never again 
endanger his own life.

The auction of  more than 550 items from King’s es-
tate took place in Los Angeles over the weekend, a few 
days after what would have been his 94th birthday. He 
died in 2015.

An official says the center 
was contacted about ren-
ting the facility only two 
days earlier.

West performed with a 
choir of  80 singers flown 
from California to Wyo-
ming Sunday morning.

The music included 14 
choir pieces focused on 
worship and nontraditional 
hymns, as well as reworked 
versions of  songs by No 
Doubt and Nirvana.

West recently purchased 
a ranch property south of  
Cody.

of  bricks were everywhere.
Guyton is known for at-

taching shoes, clocks, vinyl 
records, stuffed animals 
and other objects to run-
down homes in the nei-
ghborhood.

A spokesman, Dan Li-
jana, says the Heidelberg 
Project has been hit with 
fire in the past. He says, 
“Every time we’ve emerged 
from it stronger.”

Authorities say a person 
is in custody in the investi-
gation.

Kanye West attracts 
thousands to Wyoming 
for worship service

Fire guts building at 
Detroit’s outdoor 
art project

One of B.B. King’s 
‘Lucille’ guitars sold 
for $280K at auction
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From left: Lionel Messi, United States women’s World Cup winning coach Jill Ellis, Liverpool manager Juergen Klopp and United 
States forward Megan Rapinoe

FOOTBALL

Messi, Rapinoe win FIFA 
player of the year awards

RUGBY WORLD CUP

Italy can move closer to third place with a win over Canada
IN a Rugby World Cup 

group containing three-ti-
me champion New Zealand 
and two-time winner South 
Africa, the realistic option 
for the other teams is third 
place.

A win for Italy over Ca-
nada tomorrow at Fukuoka 
Hakatanomori Stadium 
would go some way to se-
curing that, given the Ita-
lians beat Namibia 47-22 
last Sunday. Although Co-
nor O’Shea’s squad scored 
seven tries, the general 
view was that Italy needs to 
play “more accurately and 
with more discipline in our 
structure,” according to ba-
ckrower Braam Steyn.

Still, O’Shea was confi-
dent enough to make 10 
changes to his starting li-
neup, with Steyn and flyhalf 

Flyhalf Tommaso Allan 
among the five keeping 
their spots.

“I have confidence in 

all our players — all our 
players are worth a place 
in the team,” O’Shea said. 
“I am sure, as you will see, 

(that) Thursday is much be-
tter in how we execute our 
play.”

Allan will be joined by 

English-born scrumhalf 
Callum Braley in Italy’s 13th 
halves pairing since the 
2015 World Cup.

Veteran backrower Ser-
gio Parisse, one of only 
three players to feature in 
five World Cups, has been 
rested even though he wan-
ted to make his 142nd test 
appearance and move into 
second place outright on 
the all-time list behind New 
Zealand’s Richie McCaw.

So New Zealand-born 
Dean Budd will lead the 
team in Parisse’s absence.

“To captain my country 
in a World Cup is the best 
moment of my career,” said 
Budd, who has shaved off 
his beard because of the in-
tense humidity in Japan. “I 
hope I’m not like Samson in 
the Bible. I hope I don’t lose 

my power,” he said, joking. 
“It was just hot. There was 
not any other reason.”

Budd is joined in the se-
cond row by David Sisi, the 
first German-born player to 
contest a Rugby World Cup. 
He was born at the British 
Military Hospital in Rinteln, 
a small town of 27,000 peo-
ple in the Lower Saxony re-
gion, and qualifies through 
his paternal grandparents.

Budd predicts that Italy’s 
forwards will have their 
work cut out against a 
proud Canada pack.

“They are massively 
physical. Those first scrums 
and first contacts and dri-
ving mauls will be interes-
ting,” Budd said. “We know 
we have to match them or it 
will be a long day at the of-
fice.” AP

DANIELLA MATAR, MILAN

L
IONEL Messi won his six-
th FIFA player of the year 
award, while Megan Ra-
pinoe won her first at a 

lavish ceremony at Milan’s iconic 
Teatro all Scala yesterday [Macau 
time].

Rapinoe was rewarded at the 
FIFA Best awards for leading the 
United States to the women’s 
World Cup title in July, as was Jill 
Ellis who won the women’s coach 
award.

Rapinoe scored six goals in the 
tournament, earning her the Gol-
den Boot for the tournament’s top 
scorer and the Golden Ball as the 
top player.

The outspoken star often 
uses her success as a platform to 
speak out about issues and the 
34-year-old did so again in Milan, 
pleading for her male and fema-
le colleagues to join the likes of 
Manchester City winger Raheem 
Sterling in speaking out on racism 
and other inequalities.

“If we really want to have 
meaningful change what I think 
is most inspiring would be if 
everybody other than Raheem 
Sterling and (Kalidou) Koulibaly, 
if they were as outraged about 
racism as they were, if everybo-
dy was as outraged about homo-
phobia as the LGBTQ players, if 
everybody was as outraged about 
the lack of equal pay and invest-
ment in the women’s game other 
than just women, that would be 
the most inspiring thing to me,” 
Rapinoe said.

“That’s my ask of everybody. As 
professional footballers ... we have 
so much success, we have incredi-
ble platforms, I ask everybody here 
to lend your platform, to lift people 
up, to use this beautiful game to 
change the world for better.”

Rapinoe finished with 46 
ranking points to 42 for teammate 
Alex Morgan and 29 for England’s 
Lucy Bronze.

After the ceremony, Rapinoe 
said being able to speak out about 
issues is more important to her 
than the actual award.

“I’ve been very lucky to have 
this incredibly platform that 
seems to be growing by the day 
and I plan to use it to the best of 
my ability,” she told reporters. 
“The award’s amazing of course 

but I don’t do this for individual 
awards, certainly not.

“Even the team awards, the 
World Cup’s obviously incredible 
to win but when we sort of all look 
back on it, it will be the way we’ve 
changed the game and moved 
the game forward and really been 
a part of changing the world, this 
incredible movement that’s ha-
ppening right now, that we’ll all 
be most proud of.”

Messi’s award moved the Bar-
celona and Argentina forward 

one ahead of Cristiano Ronaldo. 
The Juventus forward did not at-
tend the ceremony despite being 
among the three finalists.

The duo has dominated the 
award since 2008, with their 
string of victories only interrup-
ted by Luka Modric last year.

Liverpool defender Virgil van 
Dijk was the other finalist

Messi finished with 46 ranking 
points to 38 for van Dijk and 36 
for Ronaldo.

Aaron Long, given the U.S. 

captain’s vote because he was 
among two players who wore the 
armband twice this year, voted 
for van Dijk, as did American coa-
ch Gregg Berhalter.

Van Dijk’s club manager Jür-
gen Klopp was voted coach of 
the year after steering Liverpool 
to the Champions League title 
in June, while teammate Alisson 
won the best men’s goalkeeper 
award.

“I have to thank my team be-
cause as coach you can only be as 
good as your team is,” Klopp said.

Ellis also thanked her players.
“I owe so much to them,” she 

said.
Ellis resigned in July, shortly af-

ter the U.S. beat the Netherlands 
2-0 to win its second successive 
World Cup.

The 53-year-old Ellis was hi-
red as coach of the U.S. team in 
2014 and led it to eight overall 
tournament titles, including ba-
ck-to-back World Cup successes. 
Over the course of her tenure, the 
United States lost just seven ma-
tches.

Her players made up nearly 
half of the women’s team of the 
year, with Kelley O’Hara, Julie 
Ertz, Rose Lavelle and Morgan 
included in the 11 as well as Ra-
pinoe.

“I think I walked out with Mes-
si and no one noticed me,” Ellis 
said jokingly to reporters, before 
adding: “It was such an honor, it 
really was. Fantastic night ... ha-
ppy for my players to do so well as 
well on that stage so it was great.”

The award for the best wo-
men’s goalkeeper went to van 
Veenendaal of Atletico Madrid 
and the Netherlands.

The 29-year-old Van Veenen-
daal captained the Netherlands 
to the final of the women’s World 
Cup. AP

Italian players celebrate their 47-22 win over Namibia
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China central bank says no plans 
for big economic stimulus

China’s central bank governor said yesterday its monetary policy 
will stay “stable and healthy,” suggesting Beijing has no plans to 
join the United States and Europe in cutting interest rates to sti-
mulate economic growth amid a tariff war with Washington.

The People’s Bank of China will avoid a “massive stimulus,” Yi 
Gang said at a news conference.

Beijing is trying to shore up cooling economic growth amid a ta-
riff war with Washington but is wary of reviving a rise in debt levels 
that are so high that rating agencies have cut China’s credit rating.

“We believe that for our monetary policy we should stay commi-
tted to our own course and stick with an orientation that is stable 
and healthy,” Yi said.

China’s economic growth hit a three-decade low of 6.6% in 
2018, adding to pressure on Beijing to expand stimulus mea-
sures. The ruling Communist Party is trying to shift to growth 
supported by domestic consumption instead of exports and in-
vestment but loosened lending controls after growth declined 
faster than planned.

OPINION
Animal Farm
Albano Martins

United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
warned global leaders of 
the looming risk of the 
world splitting in two, 
with the United States 
and China creating rival 
internets, currency, trade, 
financial rules “and their 
own zero sum geopolitical 
and military strategies.” 
In his annual “state of 
the world address” to 
the General Assembly’s 
gathering of heads of state 
and government, Guterres 
said the risk “may not yet be 
large, but it is real.”

United Nations 
Facing growing calls 
for his impeachment, 
President Donald Trump 
addressed the U.N. General 
Assembly yesterday and 
delivered a roaring defense 
of nationalism and American 
sovereignty even as he 
tried to rally a multinational 
response to Iran’s escalating 
aggression. More on p15

Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro is dismissing 
what he says are media lies 
about fires in the Amazon 
and says the rain forest 
is not being devastated. 
Bolsonaro told a gathering 
of world leaders at the 
United Nations yesterday 
that many fires occur 
naturally in the forest during 
dry weather, though he did 
also acknowledge some are 
intentionally set.

UK A decade almost to the 
day after its creation, the 
Supreme Court stamped its 
authority — unanimously 
and unequivocally — on 
British politics with a 
thundering repudiation 
yesterday of British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
decision to suspend 
Parliament. The court’s 
president, Baroness Hale of 
Richmond (pictured) breezily 
embraced her moment in 
the constitutional spotlight, 
speaking in measured tones 
in a 15-minute speech 
broadcast live across the 
nation as she read the 
landmark ruling from the 
11-judge panel.
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Hong Kong: where are 
you and where are you 
going?

Hong Kong is entering a spiral of violence that, 
especially in the face of unequal forces, is not 
a solution for those who aspire to keep or have 
greater democracy within the second system. 
The attitude of many people who object to Carrie 
Lam, engaging in sometimes violent and almost 
endless demonstrations, with assaults on securi-
ty forces and their supporters, will be not be fa-
vorable for the movement. The same posture by 
the police complicates the matter. The candor of 
the first moments have turned into a kind of viral 
hate.

It is understandable, but the world, fortunate-
ly or unfortunately, deteriorates greatly because 
men are after all too small for the grandeur and 
complicated problems of this world we inherited. 
Some small logs in the fireplace will easily set off 
huge flames. Once out of control there will be new 
violence against the people! And that of course 
will come from China, the only one with this ca-
pability.

It is important to remember that China is usually 
not contained in its “big house”.

There isn’t much analysis of the class structure 
of the core of Hong Kong’s pro-Democratic move-
ment, but it seems they are not, in the main, from 
working or poorer classes.

As has happened and is happening a little all 
over the world, and in China it will have ha-
ppened, too, students wear the shirt of freedom 
against dictatorships or similar governments, and 
they readily become out of control.

Carrie Lam is helping to foment this mismatch 
of wills, but if she were replaced, I doubt that the 
movement for greater democracy in Hong Kong 
would sit down with the new Chief Executive to 
“compromise.”

The truth is also that the first system is not used 
to doing thus. It is a hard exercise for a first sys-
tem!

As told in popular slang in foreign tongues, they 
are all stretching the rope and it will have to break!

By the way, involving foreign governments in 
an internal struggle is not a sustained solution 
to solve the conflict. It’s putting more logs on the 
fire. All be calm! All political exercise must be 
done with compromise.

On the basis of this exercise it must be clearly 
assumed by both sides that Hong Kong is an in-
tegral part of China (and this I think many con-
testants do not accept, especially those who are 
flying the flag of a colonial time) and that they 
should be able to enjoy their second system status 
as enshrined in its Basic Law and signed inter-
national agreements (China says it does but does 
not always seem to).

China has to be able to stop the idea of accelera-
ting the integration of the two systems to the de-
triment of the second, before its “expiration date”.

It has launched a very clever, economically and 
politically brilliant bait, the Great Bay, which will 
be a work of the devil but which will stir every-
thing and everyone. Many people turn to it, not 
out of patriotism, but for mere economic interest.

China should get prepared and carefully plan 
this integration rather than accelerating it by 
creating chaos, confusion and much anguish to 
those who never lived in the first system.

Please, sit at the table, talk and stop the bullshit!
That is the message that should be sent to both 

sides of the barricade, because the third side, 
the Government of Hong Kong is not worthy of 
it: it seems not properly prepared for this heavy 
workload! I have the perception that the Hong 
Kong Government does not know where it is or 
where it is going!

Dutch reinforce 
major dike as seas rise, 
climate changes

MIKE CORDER & 
ALEKSANDAR FURTULA 

RISING up in a thin line 
through the waters se-

parating the provinces of 
North Holland and Fries-
land, the 87-year-old Afslui-
tdijk is one of the low-lying 
Netherlands’ key defenses 
against its ancient enemy, 
the sea. With climate chan-
ge bringing more powerful 
storms and rising 
sea levels , the dike 
is getting a major 
makeover.

The Dutch go-
vernment has em-
barked on a future-
-proofing project to 
beef up the iconic 
32-kilometer dam. 
Work is already un-
derway and is expected to 
continue until 2023.

Just what the Afsluitdijk 
and the rest of the world’s 
coastal regions will have to 
endure in the coming de-
cades will be outlined this 
week in a new United Na-
tions scientific report on the 
impact of climate change on 
ice and oceans.

The Dutch, whose low-
-lying country is crisscros-
sed by rivers and bordered 
by the sea, have been ba-
ttling with water for centu-
ries. That challenge will only 
grow as warmer temperatu-
res cause sea levels to rise. 
With that in mind, the gover-
nment this year established 
a “knowledge program on 
rising sea levels” that aims 

to feed expertise into the 
country’s ongoing program 
of building and maintaining 
its water defenses.

“The Netherlands is cur-
rently the safest delta in the 
world,” the government 
said, announcing the new 
program. “We want to keep 
it that way.”

Boris Teunis, an expert 
on emergency water mana-
gement with the Dutch wa-

ter agency Rijkswaterstaat, 
said in a recent interview 
that sea levels have been ri-
sing for years “but what we 
are worrying about is if that 
is going to accelerate.”

Engineers are strengthe-
ning the Afsluitdijk, inclu-
ding laying thousands of 
custom-made concrete blo-
cks and raising parts of it. 
They are also improving the 
highway that runs over the 
narrow strip of man-made 
land which lies between 
the shallow Wadden Sea 
and the Ijsselmeer inland 
sea and which, despite its 
name, is technically a dam 
rather than a dike because it 
separates water from water.

The cutting edge of the 
design work for the streng-

thening is not being done 
at a beach or estuary, but in 
a long wave tank known as 
the flume in an industrial 
area of Delft, the historic 
city best known for its deli-
cate blue and white china 
and painter Johannes Ver-
meer.

Engineers built a scale 
model of a cross section of 
the Afsluitdijk in the tank 
and are pounding it with 

waves that they say 
should occur only 
once every 10,000 
years. The goal is to 
make sure the new 
design can survi-
ve the destructive 
power of such a 
storm.

Mark Klein Bre-
teler, a dike expert 

and project manager at 
Deltares, the water research 
center that built and uses 
the flume, said the new de-
sign of the Afsluitdijk needs 
to handle everything that 
climate change throws at it.

“We know about sea level 
rise but also the storminess 
of this area is increasing, so 
wind speeds are higher and 
we get larger waves,” he 
said.

This kind of innovation 
and the constant care nee-
ded to maintain the Nether-
land’s thousands of miles of 
dikes and levees does not 
come cheap. The govern-
ment has earmarked nearly 
18 billion euros ($20 billion) 
to fund such projects for the 
period from 2020-2033. AP

”The Netherlands 
is currently the 
safest delta in 

the world.
DUTCH GOVERNMENT


