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UK All 39 people found 
dead in a refrigerated 
container truck near 
an English port were 
Chinese citizens, 
British police confirmed 
yesterday as they 
investigated one of the 
country’s deadliest cases 
of people smuggling.

Bangladesh A court 
in eastern Bangladesh 
sentenced the principal 
of an Islamic school 
and 15 others to death 
yesterday over the killing 
of an 18-year-old woman 
who was set on fire for 
refusing to drop sexual 
harassment charges 
against the principal.

India Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Hindu 
nationalist party fared 
worse than expected 
in two key Indian state 
elections, with the main 
opposition Congress 
party and regional 
groups posing an 
unexpectedly strong 
challenge just months 
after his party swept 
to power for a second 
term.

Ukraine More than 
two months before the 
phone call that launched 
the impeachment inquiry 
into President Donald 
Trump, Ukraine’s newly 
elected leader was 
already worried about 
pressure from the U.S. 
president to investigate 
his Democratic rival Joe 
Biden.
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Macau won’t 
see parking 
space mania 

like HK

The Tokyo Motor 
Show opens this 
week with plenty of 
futuristic technologies 
but absent one of the 
auto industry’s hugest 
influencers: Nissan’s 
former Chairman 
Carlos Ghosn.

 P4 REAL ESTATE

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE READY 
FOR BREXIT, GREATER BAY WINDS
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JORGE NETO VALENTE

Letter to the Editor

Jorge Menezes*

Jorge Neto Valente’s remarks 
into microphones and television 
cameras about a recently reported 
serious threat to my family (based 
on a letter I’ve sent to Portuguese 
authorities), surprised me. It was 
painful to hear; for my family, for 
the lawyers he represents, and for 
Macau.

Those who know me will freely 
form their own judgments. Tho-
se who do not know me, however, 
will have only the public state-
ments made by the chairman of  
the Macau Lawyers Association 
(AAM), as I will not attempt here 
to defend my integrity.

In addition to diverting attention 
from what really mattered – the 
threat – his statements surprised 
me for their lack of  stature, insti-
tutional perspective, for being ad 
hominem and, above all, the hu-
man insensitivity they revealed. It 
was a shame, as they followed his 
lucid statements about the Court 
of  Final Appeal’s ruling banning 
demonstrations in Macau.

Mr Neto Valente started as he 
ended, insisting and repeating that 
he did not know, late afternoon, 
of  a very prominent report in the 
morning news about threats made 
to a lawyer. On the opening day 
of  the judicial year, he had, appa-
rently, not seen newspapers, nor 
spoken to anyone who had seen 
them.

Asked if  he thought it was nor-
mal for a lawyer, who had been 
attacked, to be threatened again, 
he replied, “I don’t know, I don’t 
know, I don’t know.” He then tur-
ned personal: “I will not comment 
on a lawyer with whom I do not 
have good relations, for reasons he 
knows.”

“But you’re the AAM president,” 
retorted the journalist, “but I am 
not obliged to put up with…” and, 
when the journalist noted, “but he 
may be…”, the AAM president 
interrupted: “he may be whatever 
he wants, but he is nothing to me, 
because I’ve known him for many 
years, I’ve known him for over 20 
years, and I don’t want to com-
ment on his personality, because if  
I comment on his personality, he’s 
going to file a complaint against 
me, you see… What I think about 
him is likely to support a claim 
against me for thinking I’m defa-
ming him, understand?” 

Although the journalist reitera-
ted that not the person, but the 
threat, was at issue, he continued, 
“What I think of  him is quite bad 

and I will not say more.” When 
the journalist insisted “you are 
the president of  the Lawyers As-
sociation...” he replied, “But do 
you think I’m a policeman?” Put 
on the spot by a barrage of  ques-
tions from journalists, he said 
“these are personal cases, they 
don’t matter to anyone”, to then 
concede in the end, “I am certain-
ly not going to put up a defense 
for any lawyer being threatened 
or attacked.” One would certainly 
expect not.

The above is what the 
president of  AAM had 
to say when asked to 
comment on a serious 
threat to a family mem-
ber of  a lawyer enrol-
led in the association 
over which he presides. 
He seems to question 
its truthfulness (“he 
says he was threatened, 
so…”), downplayed it, and instead 
of  being outraged by the perpetra-
tors of  a cruel threat, attacked the 
threatened lawyer.

I, too, have known Jorge Neto 
Valente for over 20 years, two of  
which were working in his law 
firm. And I know him well. I was 
actually the lawyer he chose to re-
present him in a personal case.

When he had been kidnapped 19 
years ago and in hospital, I wrote 
to him from England, expressing 

shock at the barbarity of  the ab-
duction, and my happiness at his 
health, ready to resume his life. I 
would write him an identical let-
ter again if  that brutal misfortune 
had occurred today.

Mr Neto Valente, a very intelli-
gent lawyer, has as many reasons 
not to have good relations with 
me as times I have criticized or 
disagreed with positions he has 
conveyed. Greatness of  mind is 
manifest in knowing how to distin-
guish ‘personal’ issues from insti-
tutional duties, and in listening to 
criticism. 

However, it should be made 
crystal clear that we have no per-

sonal dispute. Our differences are 
professional, ethical, and civic.

For a person who criticizes the 
courts assiduously, and not neces-
sarily with any modicum of  de-
corum, being prepared to accept 
disagreements should come as a 
standard principle of  behaviour: 
liberties are affirmed by exerci-
sing them, not so much by touting 
them. If  judges judged cases with 
the lack of  impartiality shown by 
this president, we would live by 

the rule of  power, not by the rule 
of  law.

I pity the insecurity of  a man 
who chooses insinuation above 
sharing what he claims to have 
known of  me for 20 years. He 
shrank from this, huddling silently 
behind his alleged fear that I wou-
ld sue him for defamation.

I here give public assurance that 
I will not sue Mr Neto Valente for 
defamation if  he has the integrity 
to disclose what he says he knows 
about me. And even without this 
assurance I would not have sued 
him. I believe that freedom of  
expression should not be crimi-
nalized, except in extreme cases, 

and that words are fou-
ght with words, not with 
courts and police. 

I give the further assu-
rance that if  he is cou-
rageous enough to dis-
close whatever he had 
in mind, I will provide 
a documented response.

It is not edifying for 
the president to an-

nounce that a lawyer is unprinci-
pled and dishonourable, without 
saying why, thus preventing him 
from defending his character, 
when practising lawyers depend 
on their reputations. There is no 
courage in it. No integrity.

I have learned that, despi-
te being a member of  the AAM 
since 1998, I cannot count on it, 
because the president dislikes my 
criticism and my opinions. If  the-
re were any doubts, the president 

has just dispelled them: he does 
not support those he does not 
like. The AAM exists for those 
who hold their tongues, agree, or 
befriend the president. 

His reckless statements may 
serve to discredit future disagree-
ments that the president fears 
may occur. From now on, any 
professional criticism I should 
make can be seen as childish reta-
liation to his barb, no longer as a 
serious, impartial, and thoughtful 
stance on fundamental values of  
our community. The tactic is an 
old one: strike the messenger to 
suppress the message.

It is difficult to comprehend 
why, from all possible occasions, 
he chose this one to vent such ani-
mosity towards a colleague, whi-
le it was his and the institutional 
duty of  AAM’s board to express 
solidarity as so many others infor-
mally did. 

The timing could not be more 
inopportune: Jorge Neto Valen-
te’s attack, as infamous as it is 
vacuous, came on the day it was 
made public that, as it seems, lo-
cal mafias, realizing that threa-
ts against me were ineffectual, 
tried to curb and control the free 
and staunch exercise of  my pro-
fession by issuing a grave threat 
against those whose protection I 
have sworn to assure, and whose 
existence gives meaning to life. I 
know no context more vile than 
this.

*Lawyer

”It is not edifying for the president to 
announce that a lawyer is unprincipled 

and dishonourable, without saying why, 
thus preventing him from defending 

his character, when practising lawyers 
depend on their reputations. There is no 

courage in it. No integrity.

Jorge Neto ValenteJorge Menezes
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SKIN color is not related to the 
purpose of the judiciary in 

any part of the world, Rui Cunha, 
President of the Rui Cunha Fou-
ndation, said on the sidelines of 
yesterday’s conference on the 
Legal Reforms of Macau at the 
University of Macau.

In his opinion, any judge or 
anyone in charge of the judiciary 
is conscious that his or her duty 
is to apply existing laws to make 
decisions that are exactly appro-
priate for that time and context 
within a society, and that skin 
color does not matter to the ju-
diciary.

Recently, Gu Xinhua, a profes-
sor from the University of Macau, 
denounced what he described 
as the interference of ‘ungrateful 
foreigners’ in the affairs of Macau 
and Hong Kong. The professor 
said that Hong Kong’s judiciary 
had been weakened by the pre-
sence of “white people”.

Cunha said that “I don’t know 
that much [about] the judiciary 
in Hong Kong, but I don’t believe 
that is the case.” 

Meanwhile, speaking from his 
personal experience, Cunha said 
that he experienced no difference 

in either Africa with black people 
or in Portugal with white people. 
In both regions, Cunha mentio-
ned, he worked as a judge. 

He remarked that a judge, or 
anyone in charge of the judiciary, 
must decide on the way to pre-
vent his or her society from beco-
ming disharmonious, and ensure 
that people can live in peace and 
in happiness in that place. 

In his opinion, everywhere 
around the world, the judicial 
system is designed to serve socie-
ty and have its own autonomy. 

“The judicial system in Hong 
Kong is looking [out] for the so-
ciety of Hong Kong and for the 
needs of people living in Hong 
Kong,” said Cunha. JZ

Local lawyers urged to 
adapt to new challenges
JULIE ZHU 

DURING a legal conference 
held yesterday at the Uni-

versity of Macau, local lawyers 
were urged to adapt to new 
challenges. 

Assistant Professor from the 
Faculty of Law of University of 
Macau, Teresa Lancry Robalo, 
said in her opening speech at 
the 12th International Confe-
rence on the Legal Reforms of 
Macau in the Global Context 
- New Challenges and Deve-
lopments in Contemporary 
Criminology and Their Impact 
in Criminal Law, that “lawyers 
must adapt to new challenges 
and thus include new realities 
under the scope, roots, princi-
ples and norms of this particu-
lar branch of law.” 

“Time seems to move faster 
than us. In a glimpse of an eye, 
technology poses new challen-
ges to criminologists and cri-
minal lawyers,” warned Lancry 
Robalo. 

The professor remarked that 
currently, lawyers face risks 
coming from unknown places. 
“We do live, as argued by Ulrick 

back in 1986, in a risk society.”
One of the factors she belie-

ves to be contributing to the 
current risk society is the inter-
net. Although she considers the 
internet beneficial to our lives, 
the professor recognizes that 
cyberspace is a fertile arena for 
criminals, and that the task of 
finding and bringing perpetra-
tors to criminal justice is extre-
mely hard. 

Currently, individuals li-

ving in a modern society risk 
their data being used by others 
following a cyberattack, Lancry 
Robalo voiced. “For instance, 
children run the risk of being 
cyberbullied. Hate speech is 
just a click away,” the professor 
said. 

In his role as sponsor of yes-
terday’ conference, Rui Cunha 
Foundation President, Rui 
Cunha, also made a speech at 
the opening ceremony, highli-
ghting the new challenges for 
both society in general and 
lawyers specifically. 

While sharing his thoughts, 
the lawyer expressed that he 
believes that at each stage of 
development, new values and 
new criminal practices emerge, 
becoming an intense object of 
academic observation.

He remarked on the trend 
of crimes being committed in 
ever younger age groups, and 
believes that for crimes, which 
are increasingly motivated by 
issues of difficult understan-
ding, new reflections on the 
relationship between psycho-
pathology and the criminal act 
are required.

Skin color is irrelevant 
to the judiciary, 
says Rui Cunha 
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THE Fire Services (CB) has 
met with local commu-

nity associations to reinforce 
its three security concepts, 
namely active policing, com-
munity policing and proxi-
mity policing, following the 
fire incident that occurred in 
Areia Preta on Sunday. 

According to a statement 
issued by the bureau, the 
meeting aimed to promo-
te good relations and ti-
mely gathering of opinions 
among the community.

On Wednesday, the bu-
reau also nominated a 
“community chief of sa-
fety” among the local nei-
ghborhood associations in 
a bid to further strengthen 
communication between 
the bureau and the commu-
nity.

At the meeting, the bu-
reau reported on its efforts 
related to fire, emergency, 

THE new border gate 
between Macau and 

Zhuhai on Hengqin Is-
land, will be ready for 
opening on December 
22, according to a report 
by Macao Daily News. 

Earlier this week, the 
Zhuhai customs autho-
rity met with the Hen-
gqin customs authority 
for a meeting related to 
the new border gate. 

The new border gate 
will replace the current 
Hengqin port and Ma-
cau’s Lotus Frontier, 
which are linked by a 
bridge. Passengers now 
crossing the distance 
that separates Macau 
Lotus Frontier and Hen-
gqin port must be trans-
ported by an approved 
vehicle or bus between 
the two immigration 
checkpoints. 

medical emergency and 
security inspections of bui-
ldings, as well as works re-
lating to education and the 
prevention of fires in the 
community.

Since 2007, there have 
been 36 cases of fire risk 
that were reported from the 
“community chiefs of safety” 

The new port means 
that both immigration 
checkpoints will be loca-
ted on Hengqin. 

According to the 
Zhuhai customs autho-
rity, on December 1, the 
immigration building 
will meet the conditions 
to open on Macau’s han-
dover day.  

Despite having al-
ready indicated that the 
facility may open on De-
cember 22, the Zhuhai 
customs authority also 
said that the entire pro-
ject will only be comple-
ted in 2021. 

Currently, a 24-hour 
construction period is 
being enforced to en-
sure the completion of 
the port. Approximately 
6,000 workers are contri-
buting to the construc-
tion.

to the bureau. 
These cases included 

the obstruction of evacua-
tion paths and lack of exit 
signage.

According to the CB, the 
bureau carried out on-site 
inspections and corrections, 
and referred inappropriate 
and irregular situations to 

the relevant monitoring ser-
vice.

The bureau pledged 
that it would “progressively 
undertake an advanced 
training course on ‘Commu-
nity Fire Safety’ to further 
raise the professional level of 
fire protection and commu-
nity fire safety.” LV

Fire Services pledges to strengthen 
relations with community 

Hengqin new port 
ready to open on 
December 22

REAL ESTATE

Parking space purchases are 
‘small business’ in Macau
RENATO MARQUES

A car park space being sold for 
a record amount – as it did 

this week in Hong Kong - is not 
likely to occur in Macau anytime 
soon, a real estate agent in Ma-
cau has said.

The sale of the parking space 
at The Center building in Hong 
Kong’s Central district earlier 
this week made the headlines 
for achieving a record price of 
HKD7.6 million, or almost $1 
million. It became the most ex-
pensive place to park an auto-
mobile in the city.

A local real estate agent who 
asked to be identified only as 
‘Kee’, said that the differences 
between the markets of Hong 
Kong and Macau regarding pri-
vate car park spaces are enor-
mous, and that we would not see 
a parking space in Macau reach a 
similar sale price anytime soon.

“Hong Kong is a one-off be-
cause parking in the central area 
is not comparable between the 
two regions. The people that dri-
ve to the central district usually 
already know where to park, or 
they have already a space ren-
ted for that. They won’t consider 
buying [a parking space] for that 
reason,” he said, noting that a 
similar situation “would not ha-
ppen here.”

From the real estate agent’s 

perspective, the sale of local car 
parking spaces is mostly related 
to new residents moving into a 
new location.

“[The sale] of car parks ha-
ppens only when people are 
moving into a new development 
and they want to have a parking 
space below them in the same 
building, only then do people 
look into buying [parking spa-
ces].”

As car parking spaces are re-
latively more expensive upon 

acquisition than by rental, Kee 
said they are not a usual form of 
investment locally.

“Some people might have 
some extra cash and if they 
think that there is an investment 
[opportunity] they might take 
it. But apart from that, parking 
space selling is not really a big 
business [in Macau] as to buy a 
car park is very expensive when 
compared to renting it. You can 
get it cheaper if you rent it than 
if you buy.”

Questioned on the factors 
that influence the price of the 
asset, Kee said that prices of the 
parking spots depend on seve-
ral factors, but mostly on the 
location of the building in whi-
ch they are located, and also on 
how many spaces are available 
in that building, making this a 
simple matter of supply and de-
mand.

The real estate agent also 
noted that measures previous-
ly enforced by the government, 

which included the cancellation 
of the sale of monthly passes 
for public car parks, had no in-
fluence on the market, not con-
tributing in any way to the sear-
ch for spaces to acquire.

The car park sold in Hong 
Kong earlier in the week be-
longed to the investor Johnny 
Cheung Shun-yee, a busines-
sman with a reputation for fli-
pping property. 

In June this year, Cheung sold 
a car parking spot in the same 
building for HKD6.3 million.

He also made around 
HKD900 million in about nine 
months by buying and selling 
floors in an office building last 
year, Bloomberg reported.

“A lot of those owners in The 
Center are in finance or in other 
high-growth businesses,” said 
Stanley Poon, managing direc-
tor at Centaline Commercial, to 
Bloomberg.

“To these tycoons, it’s not a 
significant purchase if you com-
pare it to the value of the office 
floors they own,” she conclu-
ded.

Nevertheless, the price is an 
illustration of the existing gap in 
Hong Kong between the ultra-
-rich and ordinary people. That 
income inequality has fueled 
protests that have rocked the 
city for over five months now.

Hong Kong’s Gini coefficient, 
a statistical measure of distribu-
tion used as a gauge of econo-
mic inequality, was the highest 
of any developed economy in 
2016 at a 45-year high, while 
one in five Hong Kong residen-
ts was classified as living below 
the poverty line.
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Chief of the DESJ’s Continuing Education Division, Wong Chi Iong

DESJ working to extend 
continuing education subsidy
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE possibility of an 
extension to the go-
vernment’s Conti-
nuing Education Sub-

sidy Program is being conside-
red, an official of the Educa-
tion and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ) said yesterday.

Wong Chi Iong, chief of 
Continuing Education Divi-
sion of the DSEJ, stressed that 
the study into whether the 
program will be extended for a 
fourth phase has been the fo-
cus of the division’s work.

The Continuing Education 
Subsidy Program was first pro-
posed by the Macau Special 
Administrative Region (SAR) 
Government in 2011, to subsi-
dize local residents older than 
15 years of age for education.

Users can use the subsidy to 
study in accredited higher and 
non-higher education pro-
grams. As such, users can use 
the money to learn driving, 
coffee making, wine tasting, 
or other activities that require 
study or practice.

The program has reached 
its third phase, which will of-

ficially conclude at the end of 
this year. Unlike in previous 
phases, news regarding au-
tomatic extension of the pro-
gram has not been forthco-
ming.

It has caused concern among 
residents who still have funds 
in their respective subsidy ac-
counts, that they may not be 
able to use the funds after this 
year.

To explain, Wong encoura-
ged residents to act quickly, 
although he emphasized that 
existing, approved courses that 
will intersect with the change of 
the year will still be eligible for 
the program.

Furthermore, the education 
official disclosed that the pro-
gram has been expanded – on 
an experimental basis – to co-
ver courses run in Zhuhai.

Wong introduced that these 
courses are accredited or re-
commended by the Zhuhai go-
vernment.

Currently, many local re-
sidents utilize the program’s 
funds to study for university 
degrees on the mainland or 
abroad.

Yesterday also saw the of-
ficial announcement of this 
year’s Citywide Continuing 
Education Activity Week, hos-
ted by the DSEJ.

The initiative will be held 
between October 26 and No-
vember 1. It will officially 
commence with an award ce-
remony commending lifelong 
continuing learning and edu-
cation. Stage performances, 
booth games and workshops 

will also be held at the Ope-
ning Ceremony, which welco-
mes members of the public.

This year’s activity week will 
feature a program of nearly 100 
activities catering to a wide ar-
ray of audiences. These acti-
vities, which focus on aspects 
of professional and technical 
education, personal grow-
th, family lifestyle education, 
health and wellness, as well as 
liberal arts, will take the forms 
of seminars, exhibitions, cou-
rses and other outdoor activi-
ties.

As a co-host of the activity 
week, the Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) will also organize a 
series of events to enrich the 
program. The IC aims to en-
courage reading by holding 
courses, a parent-child rea-
ding club and seminars.

For English-speaking au-
dience members, the IC will 
hold three workshop sessions 
on picture books, which will 
feature presentation and pa-
per crafts.

A highlight of the IC’s pro-
gram, a Library E-workshop 
will be held to familiarize resi-
dents with electronic devices. 
As such, this year’s workshop 
will be divided into iOS and 
Android classes. Students 
will have the chance to learn 
about applications of the two 
different operating systems.

The workshop will also intro-
duce the government’s electro-
nic services and mobile apps.
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THE Venetian Macao has won 
‘Property of the Year’ at the 

Global Gaming Awards (GGA) held 
last week in Las Vegas, beating nine 
other competitors nominated in 
the same category. 

Dr. Wilfred Wong, president of 
Sands China Ltd., said “winning this 
prestigious accolade, in an industry 
which boasts so many exceptional 
properties, is extremely gratifying 
for each and every one of our team 
members, who work hard to offer 
guests unparalleled experiences.”

“We are grateful to Global Ga-
ming Awards Las Vegas for this re-
cognition and intend to continue 
striving for excellence,” he added.

The Venetian Macao was also 
previously named as one of ‘One 
of the Most Instagrammed Luxury 

Hotels of 2016’ by Bloomberg News.
The ‘Property of the Year’ is a new 

addition to the GGA Las Vegas. This 
award seeks to recognize properties 
who continue to evolve and adapt 
to the needs of an ever-changing 
consumer base, according to GGA.

Now in its sixth year, the Global 
Gaming Awards Las Vegas is produ-
ced by Gambling Insider in associa-
tion with G2E.

There is a total of 12 categories 
spanning the land-based and digi-
tal industries, with 10 companies 
shortlisted in each. Winners are 
decided by a panel of 100 judges, 
comprising senior executives from 
the biggest companies in the in-
dustry. 

The voting process is indepen-
dently adjudicated by KPMG.

Wynn Macau, a former official venue partner

GASTRONOMY

Asia’s 50 Best 
Restaurants leaves 
Macau, heads to Japan
AFTER being organized 

in Macau for the last two 
years, the eighth year of Asia’s 
50 Best Restaurants awards 
event will take place in Saga 
Prefecture in Japan, organizers 
informed in a statement.

The event will take place on 
March 24 next year in the Sou-
thern Japanese city of Takeo, 
where a group of the most res-
pected chefs and influential 
restaurateurs, together with 
leading industry figures and in-
ternational media, will gather to 
announce 2020’s Asia’s 50 Best 
Restaurants list, as well as a se-
ries of other special awards. 

The awards ceremony will 
also include a comprehensive 
event program that will show-
case Saga Prefecture’s culinary 
culture, craftsmanship, and lo-
cal agriculture. 

Located on Japan’s Kyushu 
island, the area’s proximity 
to neighboring countries has 
made it a key trading destina-
tion and a hub for cultural ex-
changes for centuries. 

Continuing this tradition, 
Asia’s 50 Best Restaurants will 
welcome chefs and gastrono-
mic talents from around the 
continent to experience Japa-
nese culture, explore culinary 
trends, discover native ingre-
dients and foster a spirit of open 
communication.

The event will also continue 
to feature talks, as well as food 
and cultural expeditions, which 

aim to exchange topical ideas 
and discuss emerging food 
trends in the region as well as 
visit local chefs, media and food 
lovers to experience some of the 
region’s food production.

Previously, Wynn Macau 
and Wynn Palace Cotai were 
chosen as the official venue 
partners by Asia’s 50 Best Res-
taurants for the major Asian 
culinary event. RM

The Venetian Macao wins 
accolade at gaming awards
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Lawmaker doubts fifth 
Macau-Taipa link plan 

Lawmaker Lei Chan U considers 
the government to be inconsistent 
and accused it of self-contradiction 
regarding the construction method 
for the proposed fifth link between 
Macau and Taipa. In his interpellation 
submitted to the government on 
Wednesday, Lei cited the local 
government’s own written reply to 
another lawmaker’s interpellation 
back in 2009, in which the government 
suggested that environmental 
assessment results at that time showed 
that the immersed construction 
method or underwater tunnel had a 
greater impact on the environment. 
However, the government’s latest 
environmental assessment suggests 
that the immersed tube method is most 
suitable for the fifth link. “How does the 
authority interpret these two different 
proposals for construction methods? 
When is it [the link] expected to be 
completed?” Lei asked.

IPIM presented with 
China MICE award

The Macao Trade and Investment 
Institute (IPIM) was presented with the 
“Best Marketing-Destination” Award 
at the MICE China Forum & Awards 
Ceremony, held on October18. The 
MICE China Forum & Awards Ceremony 
is hosted by Arch International Media 
Limited, a trade media company in 
the field of meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibitions (MICE). 
The awards event is supported by the 
International Congress and Convention 
Association. The awards select and 
reward outstanding MICE destinations, 
hotel venues and MICE-related facilities, 
based on their respective marketing 
and sales performance in the previous 
year. The event organizers aim to 
stimulate the development of China’s 
MICE sector. IPIM has been tasked by 
the Macau government since 2016 
with coordinating and promoting 
the development of Macau’s MICE 
industry, striving to promote the 
city as a destination for conventions 
and exhibitions. This latest award 
recognizes IPIM’s work in this field, 
according to a statement from the 
government.

Island nursing 
school construction 
completed 

Construction of the nursing institute 
of the Islands Medical Complex was 
completed yesterday, with a delay 
of about one month from its original 
plan. The nursing institute occupies 
an area of approximately 3,000 square 
meters, with a 16-storey building and a 
three-storey basement. All combined 
represents a total gross floor area of 
approximately 33,600 square meters. 
The ground floor is a parking lot. Right 
above it there will be teaching facilities 
and offices, lecturer and student 
dormitories and an activity center. 
The nursing institute is the result of 
the first phase of the Island Medical 
Complex project. Construction on the  
main building and the staff quarters 
is expected to start in the fourth 
quarter of this year and is expected to 
complete in 2022.

BRITCHAM MACAU 

Rebranding will help capitalize 
on Brexit, Greater Bay winds

Clinic license suspended until December 8
THE license of the 

TaivexMalo Day 
Hospital has been sus-
pended by the Health 
Bureau for a total of 90 
days, until December 8, 
the bureau announced 
in a dispatch to the Offi-
cial Gazette. It is the se-
cond time in two years 
that the license has been 
suspended.

The license suspen-
sion means that the me-

dical facility must cease 
operating. The reason 
behind the suspension 
is unclear, as the medi-
cal service regulator has 
not given an explana-
tion as to the grounds 
on which the suspen-
sion was implemented.

About two years ago, 
the medical facility was 
also suspended, after it 
was found to be offering 
illegal reproductive ser-

vices, as well as the sale 
and smuggling of cancer 
medication.

According to the re-
gulator’s report from 
that time, it was possible 
to realize that “no biolo-
gical material of fertility 
(embryos and gametes) 
was detected” in several 
clinics, with TaivexMalo 
being one of them.

However, the inves-
tigation two years ago 

convinced the autho-
rities of the existence 
of such practices at the 
medical facility. It was 
ordered to close for a 
period of six months.

It was also found by 
the regulator that cer-
tain equipment and fa-
cilities in the hospital 
were below the required 
hygiene and safety stan-
dards for medical estab-
lishments.

The dental clinic, 
which was then a sepa-
rate entity but located 
at the same venue, was 
forced to close, althou-
gh no breach of law had 
been found in the de-
partment.

Two years ago, the ve-
nue where the hospital 
was located, the Vene-
tian Macao, asked the 
medical facility to move 
out of the property. AL

DANIEL BEITLER

T
HE British Chamber of 
Commerce in Macao, 
to be known in short 
as Britcham Macau, 

celebrated its rebranding last 
night, with its members toas-
ting to new business oppor-
tunities brought about by the 
development of the Greater 
Bay Area and the anticipated 
departure of the U.K. from the 
European Union.

Formerly known as the Bri-
tish Business Association of Ma-
cao, the name had reportedly 
been a source of confusion to 
outsiders. At an event held yes-
terday at The St. Regis Macao, 
Cotai Central, association mem-
bers told the Times that adop-
ting the more standard ‘cham-
ber of commerce’ designation 
would clear up that confusion.

The Chairman of Britcham 
Macau, Keith Buckley, said the 
decision to change the associa-
tion’s name had been prompted 
by several factors.

It was fitting, he said, to adopt 
a new designation in time for 
the coming decade only a few 
months away. The Macau SAR 
will also enter its third decade 
after it celebrates the 20th anni-
versary of its founding on De-
cember 20, 2019.

But the rebranding effort also 
sought to better position the 
chamber of commerce to capi-
talize on two geo-economic ini-
tiatives; the development of the 
Greater Bay Area in southern 
China’s Guangdong Province, 
and the anticipated departure 
of the United Kingdom from the 
European Union. The U.K. is set 
to leave the political and econo-
mic bloc on October 31.

Buckley argued that Brexit 
would pose an interesting 
opportunity for Macau. 

“Brexit will be a big opportu-
nity for Macau,” advanced the 
Britcham Macau Chairman. 
“More than half of Britain’s trade 
is [with countries] outside of the 
European Union, so there is an 
opportunity there for that trade 
to grow.”

One growth opportunity for 
British businesses is the Greater 
Bay Area, a pan-territorial pro-
ject linking nine mainland cities 
and the special administrative re-
gions of Macau and Hong Kong.

“The [U.K.’s] Department 
for International Trade Hong 
Kong has commissioned a stu-
dy on the possibilities brought 
about by the Greater Bay Area, 
for example in the health and 
education sectors” where Bri-
tain has exportable expertise, 
said Buckley. “Some of the com-
panies [in these sectors] are al-
ready consulting us about the 
Greater Bay Area.”

According to Britcham Ma-
cau, the local government is yet 
to approach the U.K. for a post- 
Brexit free trade agreement. 
However, Buckley said he ex-
pects “some approach will be 
made in time” and that the local 
chamber was “happy to be in-
volved in an ongoing open dia-
logue.”

The organization also un-
veiled a new logo at yesterday’s 
event. The original logo and 
its refreshed image were both 

designed by Macau’s Conde 
Group.

“The lotus-inspired graphic 
is now more friendly and fat; the 
sharp edges are now rounder 
and more welcoming; and the 
relation between the Union fla-
g-colored lotus and the Macau 
[flag-colored lotus] is reinforced 
and more balanced,” said Bu-
ckley in prepared statements.

“By dropping the formal de-
signation of the ‘British Cham-
ber of Commerce in Macau’ 
from the identity and adopting 
a [lower case] ‘Britcham’, the 
brand positioning and percep-
tion is more informal, simple 
and somehow a little more 
quirky.”

The Lord Mayor of Ports-
mouth, a city on the southern 
coast of the U.K., was also in 
attendance yesterday, having 
been flown out by Britcham 
Macau.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
25.10.2019 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 8
GREATER BAY 大灣區

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Hong Kong police already have AI tech that   can recognize faces

HONG KONG 

Bargain hunters revel as businesses see life or death
ERIC LAM 
& JINSHAN HONG

FOR Kirio Zhou, a native 
of mainland Chinese city 

Chongqing, Hong Kong has 
become a cheap weekend 
getaway.

Since ongoing protests 
now in their 21st week have 
left the city’s hotel and retail 
businesses on the brink of 
collapse, she says she was 
able to snag a hotel room at 
the Marco Polo Hongkong 
in Tsim Sha Tsui for only 509 
yuan ($72) a night, a quarter 
of its usual price.

“I thought it was a per-
-person price at first,” said 
the 23-year-old lawyer, who 
saw Hong Kong’s small but 
expensive accommoda-
tions as a big pain point. 
“But now really cool places 
are offered at a low price. I 
hope this will continue.”

Web entrepreneur Paul 
Luciw didn’t even need to 
pay fully in cash for his hotel 
room this month. He barte-

red a room partly in exchan-
ge for advertising space on 
his website, Asiaxpat.com. 
“I should have kept my 
powder dry a little longer 
and I might have negotiated 
a full barter,” he said.

The government rol-
led out relief measures 
this month targeting the 
working class and first-time 
home buyers. It even pro-
vided a stimulus package 
worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars for taxi drivers 
and travel agencies among 
others, but the retailers and 
hotels have been left out in 
the cold.

This has meant sweet 
bargains for daring touris-
ts such as Zhou and Luciw, 
since most travelers are 
preferring to stay away. In 
an attempt to keep their 
businesses afloat, most 
Hong Kong businesses see 
bottom-barrel prices and 
deep discounts as the only 
way to survive in Asia’s fi-
nancial hub.

FOLD OR CONTINUE
“It’s absolutely life and 

death for us,” said Dou-
glas Young, co-founder of 
Goods Of Desire, or G.O.D, 
a lifestyle and fashion sto-
re-chain operator in Hong 
Kong, in an interview with 
Bloomberg Television on 
Wednesday. “At the mo-
ment we’re calculating 
whether or not it’s cheaper 
for us to just fold or to con-
tinue, it’s that serious.”

The city’s retailers saw 
sales tumble by a record 
in August. Global brands 
from Levi Strauss & Co. to 
Ralph Lauren Corp. and 
Prada SpA have flagged sli-
pping sales as the protests 
showed no signs of letting 
up.

Hong Kong’s economy 
is expected to fall into a re-
cession in the third quarter, 
with no recovery in sight, as 
it faces the twin headwinds 
of the U.S.-China trade war 
and its most violent protes-
ts in decades. The disrup-

tion has scared away tou-
rists, especially those from 
Mainland China.

Luxury goods such as 
jewelry and watches are 
common purchases by 
mainland tourists, and the 
value of those sales slid by 
almost half in August. As 
the tourists and shoppers 
stay at home, retailers are 
having staff take unpaid 
leave.

Total arrivals fell 39% to 
about 3.56 million visitors 
in August from a year ear-
lier, according to the latest 
data from the Hong Kong 
Tourism Board. Hotel room 
occupancy also plumme-
ted by almost a third to 66% 
in August, the data show.

UNEMPLOYMENT SOARS
With protests driving 

away tourists, as many as 
77% of hotel workers were 
asked to go on unpaid lea-
ve, according to a survey in 
August. Unemployment at 
city’s restaurants and bars 

is at a six-year high.
“Hotels were expecting 

things to pick up in October 
and November. Obviously 
that has not happened,” 
said Luciw. “We are being 
approached almost daily 
by hotel groups looking to 
advertise.”

Some are even dropping 
rates to target long-stay vi-
sitors in a bid to compete 
with serviced apartments, 
he said.

This round of accele-
ration in price cuts are 
clearly “protest-driven,” 
according to Raymond 
Yeung, chief Greater China 
economist with Australia 
& New Zealand Banking 
Group Ltd. in Hong Kong, 
who sees the malaise going 
beyond leisure tourism.

“Are we going to see bu-
siness travelers come to 
Hong Kong? Are we going 
to see all the exhibitions 
resumed?” Yeung said, re-
ferring to several business 
events and conferences 

that have been canceled.
Hong Kong Financial 

Secretary Paul Chan has 
repeatedly urged commer-
cial property owners to 
give their retailer tenants a 
break.

So far, G.O.D.’s Young 
has been able to get about 
a 20% discount from talks 
with landlords, with some 
more generous while others 
have refused to budge. But 
business is so bad that even 
if the landlords charged no 
rent, “we’ll still be in trou-
ble” due to overhead costs 
such as wages and electri-
city, Young said.

The retailer is trying a 
combination of unpaid lea-
ve, voluntary holidays and 
other ways to cut costs and 
avoid laying off workers as 
far as possible.

“The best thing is for 
the conflict to end,” Young 
said. “The bulk of our pro-
fits come in Christmas and 
we’re getting frighteningly 
close to it.” BLOOMBERG

BLAKE SCHMIDT

H
ONG Kong law enforce-
ment authorities have 
access to artificial inte-
lligence software that 

can match faces from any video 
footage to police databases, but it’s 
unclear if it’s being used to quell 
months-long pro-democracy pro-
tests, according to people familiar 
with the matter.

Police have been able to use the 
technology from Sydney-based 
iOmniscient for at least three years, 
and engineers from the company 
have trained dozens of officers on 
how to use it, said the people, who 
asked not to be identified because 
the information isn’t public. The 
software can scan footage inclu-
ding from closed-circuit television 
to automatically match faces and 
license plates to a police database 
and pick out suspects in a crowd.

In addition to tracking crimi-
nals, iOminiscient’s artificial inte-
lligence can be used for everything 
from finding lost children to mana-
ging traffic. In one training session 
that took place after the protests 
began in June, the people said, of-
ficers asked how to automatically 
identify license plate numbers 
using dashboard cameras.

Questions over the use of facial 
recognition technology have loo-
med over the protests, stoking fears 
that Hong Kong is moving closer to 
a mainland-style surveillance state. 

Demonstrators have worn masks, 
destroyed CCTV cameras, torn 
down so-called smart lampposts 
and used umbrellas to hide acts 
of vandalism. Authorities in turn 
used an emergency law this month 
for the first time in more than half a 
century to ban face masks, a move 
that triggered increased violence.

“Hong Kong people are afraid of 
being captured by the CCTV came-
ras,” said Bonnie Leung, a district 
councilor and a former leader of 
the Civil Human Rights Front, whi-
ch has organized some of the big-
gest protests in the past few mon-
ths. “Why are people still wearing 
face masks? Because of the police 
surveillance.”

While Hong Kong’s government 
has disclosed some ways it uses fa-
cial recognition technology, Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam’s administra-
tion and the police haven’t publicly 
confirmed whether they are using 
it to monitor the protests. Patrick 
Nip, secretary for constitutional 
and mainland affairs, said in June 
that no government department 
had procured or developed auto-
mated facial recognition-CCTV 
systems or applied the technology 
in CCTV systems.

Nip’s office referred all questions 
on facial recognition technology to 
the police, which didn’t respond to 
multiple requests for comment.

iOmniscient declined to com-
ment on whether Hong Kong’s 
police use its facial recognition te-

chnology. The company said that 
its technology also has the capabi-
lity to keep identities anonymous 
for such uses as crowd control. Its 
systems are used in more than 50 
countries and only a small por-
tion of overall revenue comes 
from Hong Kong, where business 
opportunities are relatively limited 
given privacy concerns and fewer 
cameras compared with other ci-
ties, according to the firm.

Under Hong Kong’s privacy laws, 
which are more stringent than the 
mainland, members of the public 
must be informed if they’re subject 
to surveillance. If authorities are 

matching faces or names to iden-
tity markers, that would fall under 
the privacy ordinance, according 
to Stuart Hargreaves, a law profes-
sor at Chinese University of Hong 
Kong who researches surveillance 
and privacy issues. However, po-
lice can claim an exemption if the 
data is being used to detect or pre-
vent crime.

 “Is the ‘facial recognition’ sim-
ply the police combing through 
video footage for ‘known indivi-
duals,’ or is there some kind of 
automated AI system at play?” 
Hargreaves said. “The truth is we 
simply do not know.”

The world’s five most-watched 
cities are all in China, with the top 
city of Chongqing having about 
168 cameras per 1,000 people, ac-
cording to estimates by Compari-
tech. By comparison, Hong Kong’s 
50,000 CCTVs are one-tenth the 
number in London and not enou-
gh to put it in the top 20 most-wa-
tched cities.

Hong Kong authorities have 
tried to appease concerns by poin-
ting out that there is no in-built 
facial recognition in recently ins-
talled smart lampposts or in CCTV 
cameras at China government offi-
ces. Still, the technology has been 
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HK protesters rally in support of Catalan movement
KELVIN CHAN

HONG Kong pro-de-
mocracy protesters 

were rallying last night in 
support of separatists in 
Spain’s Catalonia region, 
as a Chinese official accu-
sed them of colluding with 
overseas movements.

Organizers billed last ni-
ght’s event as a show of so-
lidarity for the Catalan mo-
vement, which was sparked 
by fury over lengthy prison 
sentences for leaders of the 
region’s separatist move-
ment.

Hong Kong protesters 
have taken to the streets 
since June in increasingly 
violent and chaotic protests 
amid increasing fears about 
Beijing’s tightening grip on 
the semi-autonomous Chi-
nese city.

Their demands include 
elections for the city’s top 
leader and an inquiry into 
alleged police brutality, but 
not independence from 

China. Organizers were ca-
reful to skirt the issue, with 
online posters advertising 
the event with a slogan 
“United, we stand for free-
dom,” but did not make any 
mention of secession.

Violent protests erupted 
in wealthy Catalonia this 
month after a court senten-
ced separatist leaders to up 
to 13 years in prison for an 

effort to declare the region’s 
independence in 2017.

There have been paral-
lels been the two move-
ments, with the Catalan 
protesters adopting fluid 
Hong Kong tactics inspi-
red by martial arts legend 
Bruce Lee’s “Be water” phi-
losophy. Both movements 
have occupied airports to 
disrupt flights and Catalo-

nia flags have been seen at 
Hong Kong rallies.

Ahead of the event, a 
senior Chinese official de-
nounced Hong Kong’s pro-
testers, accusing them of 
colluding with movements 
overseas.

“A virus has been 
running rampant in Hong 
Kong, which is even more 
deadly than SARS. Its name 

is street violence,” said Xie 
Feng, commissioner of 
China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs office in Hong Kong, 
referring to a 2003 disease 
outbreak that killed about 
300 people.

“The true motive of 
the opposition in Hong 
Kong and the foreign for-
ces behind them is just to 
mess up the city, overthrow 
the legitimate government, 
seize the jurisdiction, and 
ultimately destroy ‘One 
country, two systems,’ by 
turning Hong Kong into an 
independent or semi-inde-
pendent political entity,” 
Xie said at a forum, adding 
it’s “wishful thinking.”

China took control of 
Hong Kong from Britain in 
1997 under the “One coun-
try, two systems” formula, 
under which communist 
rulers in Beijing promised 
to let the city maintain its 
own legal and financial sys-
tem and civil liberties un-
seen on the mainland. But 

Hong Kong residents fears 
Beijing is reneging on those 
promises.

A Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokeswoman in 
Beijing blasted U.S. House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi after she 
tweeted in support of the 
Hong Kong protesters.

“My full support and ad-
miration goes to those who 
have taken to the streets 
week after week in non-
-violent protest to fight for 
democracy and the rule of 
law in #HongKong,” Pelosi 
tweeted along with a pic-
ture of her with Hong Kong 
pro-democracy figures 
Jimmy Lai and Martin Lee.

The spokeswoman, Hua 
Chunying, said “political 
figures like Nancy Pelosi 
confuse right and wrong, 
beautify the violent crimes 
in Hong Kong as non-vio-
lent protest, and support 
and bolster the violent anti-
-China demonstrators who 
disrupted Hong Kong.” AP

used in the city for more than a de-
cade, including at the airport and 
Shenzhen border for immigration 
control.

Next year a new electronic iden-
tity system is scheduled to come 
into effect in which as many as 100 
public services will make use of 
biometric authentication, inclu-
ding facial recognition, eye scans, 
and finger and voice prints. A unit 
of Ping An Insurance Group Co., 
whose shareholders include the 
Shenzhen government, is respon-
sible for the design, implementa-
tion and support of the core sys-
tem, as well as facial recognition 

and imaging processing, accor-
ding to a government statement in 
April.

Some Chinese companies re-
cently blacklisted by the U.S. over 
human rights concerns in the far 
west region of Xinjiang have their 
tech in Hong Kong. Face scan tech-
nology from AI startup Yitu Tech-
nology will be among the options 
that staff can choose to access the 
headquarters of the government’s 
electrical and mechanical services 
department, according to a June 
statement on the three-month trial 
project. Yitu didn’t immediately 
respond to a request for comment.

Hangzhou Hikvision Digital 
Technology Co. cameras with fa-
cial recognition capabilities are 
installed outside of buildings in-
cluding the Leisure and Cultural 
Services Department, though the 
facial recognition function hasn’t 
been turned on, according to res-
ponses from government agencies 
to lawmaker Charles Mok. The de-
partment told him it sent footage 
from its cameras to police seven 
times since the protests began.

“The whole thing is: do you 
trust the government with your 
data?” said Mok, who has been in 
the information technology indus-
try for more than 20 years. “That’s 
the problem, if there’s a whole 
breakdown of trust.”

A Hikvision spokesperson said 
its products are sold through third 
parties, so it cannot confirm ca-
mera locations or whether a spe-
cific function is turned on. The 
group opposes the U.S. sanctions 
and is working to address concer-
ns, recently retaining former U.S. 
Ambassador Pierre-Richard Pros-
per to advise on human rights and 
compliance.

On Hong Kong’s streets, riot 
police have sought to avoid the ca-
meras even while arresting more 
than 2,000 protesters, including 
nearly 100 people for violating the 
mask ban. They’ve used flashligh-
ts to disrupt media coverage, and 
some officers removed ID num-
bers and donned masks to hide 

their identities for fear that they 
could become victims of personal 
attacks online, known as doxxing. 
Apple Inc. recently pulled a live 
mapping app used by protesters 
to track some police deployments 
including of water cannons.

Hong Kong protesters have 
continued distributing masks at 
rallies, telling demonstrators to 
take one “if you aren’t feeling well” 
to take advantage of exemptions 
in the law.

At least one Hong Kong com-
pany, TickTack Technology, pul-
led out of the smart lamppost 
program after protesters tore one 
down and found a Bluetooth Bea-
con the company used to signal 
its location to devices including 
smartphones. Demonstrators 
then doxxed some of the group’s 
founders.

“We prefer to be low-profile 
till things cool down,” a TickTack 
spokesman said by email.

Hong Kong’s Innovation and 
Technology Bureau said in a sta-
tement that it “deeply regrets” that 
a local enterprise was cowed into 
stopping the supply of its techno-
logy, calling it a “serious blow” to 
local innovation. The government 
has denied that the lampposts 
have facial recognition capabili-
ties.

Hong Kong’s colleges are also 
involved in facial recognition. 
Tang Xiaoou, a professor at Chine-
se University of Hong Kong’s De-
partment of Information Enginee-
ring, is a founder of SenseTime, 
the world’s most valuable artificial 
intelligence startup.

The developer of facial recog-

nition was among eight Chinese 
companies blacklisted by the U.S. 
over Xinjiang, where the Chinese 
government has implemented a 
massive program of surveillance 
and re-education camps to mo-
nitor the local mostly Muslim po-
pulation. The company said it sees 
its technology as a “global force for 
good” and is disappointed with the 
U.S. sanctions, and will work to ad-
dress any concerns.

Sensetime said its focus in the 
city is on education and it does not 
have any contracts with the Hong 
Kong government. The group pu-
blished Hong Kong’s first textbook 
on artificial intelligence for secon-
dary schools.

Banks including HSBC Holdings 
Plc allow clients to open accounts 
with selfies under guidelines of the 
Hong Kong Monetary Authority, 
which is also considering allowing 
face scans for ATMs. Customs 
guidelines allow firms to use face 
scans for security.

The current protests may dam-
pen enthusiasm for greater use of 
facial recognition. As demonstra-
tions have become more violent 
and intense over the weeks, the 
number of masks has grown - in-
cluding, more recently, those of 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
the Guy Fawkes mask associated 
with the Anonymous movement.

“The government is just trying 
to take away our rights,” Angus, 
a 22-year-old student wearing a 
surgical mask and black clothes, 
said on the day Lam announced 
the ban. “They’re just the tool of 
the Chinese government. We don’t 
want to be China.” BLOOMBERG
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St. Regis Macao’s Iridium Spa named the city’s best

Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment supported the Special 
Olympics Macau (MSO) on the 
annual collaborative Melco x 
MSO Sports Day & Track and 
Field Game last weekend at 
Macau Olympic Stadium, Taipa.

The occasion was held, apart 
from supporting the local 

The Iridium Spa at The 
St. Regis Macao has been 
awarded Macao’s Best Hotel 
Spa 2019 at the World Spa 
Awards in Dubai for the fifth 
year running.

The World Spa Awards are 
among the most sought-af-
ter awards in the worldwide 

Melco holds sports day with Macau Special Olympics
pany’s volunteers were joined 
by their families and members 
of the community in the parti-
cipation of three competitions, 
namely an exclusive 4 x 100m 
relay run, a family 50m three-
-legged race and a family tria-
thlon. Melco volunteers were 
also onsite to help with opera-
tions, spending time with MSO 
members and other commu-
nity participants.

“The Melco x MSO sporting 
event is another initiative alig-
ned with our philosophy for 
increased social integration,” 
Akiko Takahashi, executive vice 
president and chief of staff to 
the chairman and CEO. “This 
year is exceptionally special as 
it celebrates the China-Macau 
double anniversary.”

wonderful team of beauty 
and wellness experts and 
therapists at Iridium Spa that 
provide our guests with truly 
exquisite relaxation and reju-
venation treatments.”

Located on level 38 of the 
hotel, the Iridium Spa is an in-
viting retreat with captivating 
views of the Cotai Strip. Fea-
turing 10 suites inclusive of 
two couples’ suites and a Thai 
treatment room, the chic, 
contemporary Iridium Spa is 
also the only spa in Macau to 
offer ‘gemstone therapy’.

The spa distinguishes itself 
by its signature gemstone 
treatments, using produc-
ts rich in minerals from the 
gemstones, resulting in total 
well being and indulgence.

community, to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the esta-
blishment of the People’s Re-
public of China and the 20th 
anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Macau SAR.

A group of 400 persons con-
sisting MSO members, Melco 
employees and the com-

spa, beauty and wellness 
industry, and winners are 
selected by an international 
vote.

Janet McNab, Managing 
Director of The St. Regis 
Macao and Sheraton Grand 
Macao Hotel said, “The 
award is a testament to the 

They took his supercars, but 
dictator’s son still flaunts riches
TEDDY Obiang enjoys the fi-

ner things in life. That much is 
clear from the growing list of asse-
ts that authorities on three conti-
nents have seized from him over 
the better part of a decade - in-
cluding luxury vehicles, mansions 
and expensive watches.

None of that has stopped 
Obiang, the son of a West African 
dictator, from showcasing his la-
test prized possessions and ad-
venturous exploits on Instagram.

In a July 11 post, two men tend 
to him as he lounges at a clothing 
store, tea service within reach. A 
week later, he’s seen snorkeling in 
brilliant turquoise waters. An Aug. 
29 post shows him waving to the 
camera from a boat off the Capri 
coast.

Earlier this month - not long af-
ter Swiss authorities wrapped up a 
years-long corruption probe with 
the auction of more than two do-
zen supercars that once belonged 
to him - Obiang, 51, added photos 
of himself sitting on the hood of a 
souped-up Jeep, parked beside a 
helicopter emblazoned with the 
flag of Equatorial Guinea.

Obiang, first vice president of 
the oil-rich African nation and 
son of President Teodoro Obiang 
Nguema Mbasogo, faced corrup-
tion investigations in three coun-
tries over the past decade and de-
nied wrongdoing in each case.

Human Rights Watch, which 
alleged in a report that corruption 
by senior government officials 
has siphoned money from social 
programs in Equatorial Guinea, 
said two superyachts at the youn-
ger Obiang’s disposal are worth a 
combined $250 million. The 250-
foot “Ebony Shine” and 300-foot 
“Ice” recently were located off the 
Italian Riviera, data compiled by 
Bloomberg show. While Equato-
rial Guinea told a Swiss court that 

the two boats are state property, 
VesselsValue, a provider of data on 
the global maritime market, said 
the entities that own the boats are 
controlled by Obiang.

“Governments don’t like him 
but they don’t want to make too 
much of an enemy of Equatorial 
Guinea,” said Ken Hurwitz, senior 
counsel for the Open Society Jus-
tice Initiative, which is backed by 
billionaire George Soros and re-
presents individuals and groups 
worldwide in court cases concer-
ning economic justice. “Most of 
the oil is still controlled by Ameri-
can companies.”

In 2014, Obiang reached a se-
ttlement with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, agreeing to relin-
quish more than $30 million of as-
sets, including a hilltop mansion 
in Malibu, California.

France landed a bigger blow in 
2017, when Obiang was convicted 

in absentia of embezzlement. A 
Paris court ordered more than 100 
million euros ($110 million) of as-
sets to be seized, including a man-
sion near the Champs-Elysees. 
He avoided jail time as the court 
handed down a 3-year suspen-
ded sentence. His lawyers argued 
he had diplomatic immunity and 
that the property served as Equa-
torial Guinea’s embassy.

Last year, Brazilian authorities 
stopped Obiang at an airport, re-
portedly seizing 20 watches worth 
$15 million and more than $1.4 
million in cash. They ultimately 
returned $10,000, the maximum 
amount of cash that can be brou-
ght into Brazil undeclared. The 
secretary of Equatorial Guinea’s 
embassy in Brazil said the wat-
ches were for personal use and 
the cash was to be used on a sub-
sequent trip to Singapore, Globo.
com reported.

And then the Swiss auctio-
ned off the supercars on Sept. 
30 for $27 million as part of a se-
ttlement. They include a Bugatti 
Veyron, Rolls-Royce Phantom, 
Lamborghini Veneno and Koe-
nigsegg One, court and auction 
records show. Equatorial Guinea 
had argued that the cars belon-
ged to a state-owned company.

The nation’s embassy in 
Washington didn’t reply to pho-
ne messages or an invitation to 
comment through the govern-
ment’s official web page. Addi-
tional attempts to reach Obiang 
for comment via Instagram and 
through Equatorial Guinea’s in-
formation minister were unsuc-
cessful. Kevin Fisher, a California 
lawyer who represents him in a 
lawsuit over a subsequent sale of 
the Malibu property, declined to 
comment.

Since the discovery of oil in 

1996, Equatorial Guinea’s gross 
domestic product has surged 
more than 5,000%, making the 
28,000-square-mile nation Afri-
ca’s third-richest per capita. The 
Obiangs have said they’re using 
the mineral wealth to improve 
the lives of Equatoguineans.

The distribution of those oil 
riches, however, is uneven. More 
than half of children under 5 
years old lack access to adequate 
food, and about 9% of youngsters 
in that age group die, Unicef said 
in a 2017 report. The average life 
expectancy in Equatorial Guinea 
is just 58, compared with 66 in 
neighboring Gabon, according to 
the World Bank.

Obiang “shamelessly looted 
his government and shook down 
businesses in his country to su-
pport his lavish lifestyle, while 
many of his fellow citizens lived 
in extreme poverty,” then-U.S. 
Assistant Attorney General Leslie 
R. Caldwell said in a statement 
announcing the 2014 settlement.

He did manage to keep a Gul-
fstream jet, which is targeted for 
seizure if it ever returns to the 
U.S., and $1 million worth of Mi-
chael Jackson memorabilia, in-
cluding a sequin-encrusted glo-
ve, according to the statement.

Equatorial Guinea, which sou-
ght a $700 million loan from the 
International Monetary Fund to 
bolster its currency, reached a 
three-year financial agreement 
with the IMF after meetings last 
week in Washington.

The IMF has “supported the 
authorities’ efforts to devise a na-
tional strategy to improve gover-
nance and fight corruption throu-
gh the preparation of a report on 
governance,” a spokeswoman for 
the fund said in an emailed state-
ment.

Sarah Saadoun, a corruption 
researcher at Human Rights Wat-
ch, suggested another way for the 
country to raise money.

“If they just sold those two yach-
ts, they’d have a third of their loan 
request,” she said. BLOOMBERG
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Bolsonaro heads to China amid 
looming question of Huawei deal
SIMONE IGLESIAS 
& SAMY ADGHIRNI

B
RAZILIAN President 
Jair Bolsonaro landed 
in China yesterday on a 
mission to strengthen 

relations with Beijing amid the 
looming question of whether the 
Latin American giant should allow 
Huawei Technologies Co. to build 
its 5G network.

Brazil has pulled off a rare and 
delicate balancing act between 
Beijing and Washington - its 
first- and second-biggest trading 
partners, respectively - and is cur-
rently one of the few beneficiaries 
of their trade war. An eventual de-
cision on Huawei, however, risks 
alienating one of them, with the 
U.S. warning of consequences if 
Brazil gives the Chinese technolo-
gy company the go-ahead.

China’s vast appetite for com-
modities helped drive up total 
trade between the two countries 
to $113 billion in 2018. The South 
American nation was China’s ei-
ghth-biggest trading partner last 
year.

Chinese companies also invest 

heavily in Brazil, which is seeking 
foreign investors to participate 
in its privatization program to 
accelerate its sluggish economic 
growth. While the president will 
be accompanied by his foreign 
and agriculture ministers for this 
week’s state visit, members of his 
economic team are set to come at 
a later date.

“The absence of senior econo-
mic advisers suggest there won’t 

be any major announcements 
besides a possible increase in 
commodity deals,” said Hussein 
Kalout, a Harvard University po-
litical scientist and one of Brazil’s 
leading scholars on international 
relations.

Around 40% of Brazilian expor-
ts, mostly commodities, head to 
China, according to the Brazilian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Bolso-
naro wants to not only boost these 

numbers, but raise the country’s 
export profile from commodities 
to higher-added-value products.

Read more: China May Allow 
More Brazil Meat Plants for Ex-
ports, Group Says

Bolsonaro has long been a fan 
of U.S. President Donald Trump 
and he expressed skepticism over 
Beijing’s investment prior to his 
election victory last year, saying 
the Chinese were allowed to “buy 
in Brazil, but not buy Brazil.” Bol-
sonaro, however, has since toned 
down some of his criticism and 
adopted a pragmatic approach.

In May, he sent Vice President 
Hamilton Mourao to smooth 
over any awkwardness with Bei-
jing. While there, Mourao met 
with Huawei’s billionaire founder 
Ren Zhengfei and said that Brazil 
had no intention of restricting the 
firm’s activities in the country. The 
company has been active in Brazil 
for over 20 years.

“Since assuming office, Pre-
sident Bolsonaro has attached 
importance to relationship with 
China, we appreciate that,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang told reporters in 

Beijing last week while announ-
cing the visit. A commentary pub-
lished yesterday by China’s official 
Xinhua News Agency predicted 
the visit would “inject new vitali-
ty into bilateral cooperation and 
advance joint efforts in improving 
global governance.”

Huawei’s bid to build Brazil’s 
5G network is widely expected to 
be discussed, although Bolsonaro 
told journalists in Japan on Tues-
day that the issue wasn’t on his 
radar. Foreign Minister Ernesto 
Araujo recently said Brazil would 
choose its 5G partner soon.

After China, Bolsonaro is also 
set to visit the United Arab Emi-
rates, Qatar and Saudi Arabia, 
where he’ll seek further invest-
ments from local sovereign funds 
in renewable energy, defense and 
infrastructure. Brazil also seeks 
to calm Arab countries’ anxieties 
over its unabashed support of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

“The visit to the Gulf countries 
will demonstrate the possibili-
ties of investment in Brazil and 
intensify relations after the presi-
dent visited Israel,” Ambassador 
Kenneth Nobrega, the head of the 
Middle East department at the 
foreign ministry, told reporters in 
Brasilia. “The countries of the re-
gion are major buyers of Brazilian 
agribusiness and there are also 
great prospects for the export of 
defense material to the region.” 
BLOOMBERG
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Party’s biggest meeting of year gives leaders 
opportunity to talk Hong Kong protests
CHINA’S ruling Communist 

Party will hold its most im-
portant gathering of the year 
from October 28 to 31, state-run 
Xinhua News Agency said, giving 
its leadership an opportunity to 
discuss issues such the pro-de-
mocracy protests in Hong Kong.

The plenum - a full meeting of 
the Communist Party’s Central 
Committee -is a venue to pass 
decisions on major topics and 
involves more than 200 
party leaders from the 
government, military and 
state-owned enterprises. 
The committee will dis-
cuss key issues related 
to maintaining and im-
proving China’s socialist 
system and national go-
vernance, Xinhua repor-
ted in August.

While the meeting co-
mes at a point in the party’s five-
-year political cycle that’s usually 
reserved for setting economic 
policies, the earlier Xinhua re-
port suggested an agenda that 
was more political. On Tuesday, 
a front page commentary on the 
People’s Daily, the party’s mou-
thpiece, reviewed the progress 

in judicial reform and the law-
-based governance since the last 
Fourth Plenum of The Central 
Committee in 2014 during Xi 
Jinping’s first term. Such long for-
mat commentary is usually seen 
ahead of the the party’s major 
political events.

The plenum will be the four-
th Central Committee conclave 
since Xi secured a second term 
as the party’s general secretary 

in October 2017. The committee 
hasn’t convened since recom-
mending an end to the consti-
tutional limits on Xi’s tenure in 
February 2018. The party hasn’t 
gone so long without such a mee-
ting since late paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping launched his 
“Reform and Opening Up” cam-

paign more than 40 years ago.
Policy makers are also gra-

ppling with a trade war with the 
U.S., which has exacerbated an 
economic slowdown as both si-
des levy tariffs on each other’s 
goods. Data released last week 
showed an economy expanding 
at just 6%, the slowest in almost 
three decades, though there were 
also signs things could be stabi-
lizing, including corporate de-

mand for long-term 
credit picking up and 
growth in auto sales 
contracting less. The 
two sides are also mo-
ving closer toward a 
partial deal that could 
alleviate tensions.

The early hints of 
stabilization give the 
authorities a chance 
to debate some long-

-term issues at the meeting, such 
as a graying population and the 
merits of freer internal migration 
of labor. These reforms could be 
more important than imminent 
policy loosening in ensuring 
a steady performance of the 
economy in the longer term. 
BLOOMBERG

The committee will 
discuss key issues 
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A Chinese billionaire 
who lost his Austra-

lian residency on securi-
ty grounds was ordered 
by an Australian judge 
yesterday to provide de-
tails of his wealth in a 
case over an alleged 141 
million Australian dollar 
($96 million) tax debt.

Huang Xiangmo’s 
lawyer, Gerald Ng, ar-
gued in the Federal 
Court that the order to 
declare Huang’s over-
seas assets within 21 
days may expose him 
to “irreversible prejudi-
ce” if the information is 
used by the Australian 
Taxation Office in a new 
investigation or passed 
on to foreign tax autho-
rities.

Justice Jayne Jagot 
rejected the argument, 
ruling that the tax office 

THE families of two 
Myanmar migrant workers 

sentenced to death for the bru-
tal murders of two British tou-
rists in Thailand in 2014 have 
appealed to the Thai king to 
spare their lives.

The mothers of Zaw Lin 
and Wai Phyo, accompanied 
by other relatives, lawyers 
and a senior diplomat from 
Myanmar’s Embassy in Thai-
land, submitted an official pe-
tition for clemency yesterday 
at Bang Kwang prison on the 
outskirts of Bangkok, where 
the two men are being held.

The two denied killing 
24-year-old David Miller and 
raping and killing 23-year-old 
Hannah Witheridge, whose 
battered bodies were found on 
a beach on the island of Koh 
Tao in the Gulf of Thailand, a 
popular destination for diving.

The verdicts were contro-
versial because of allegations 

could only use the infor-
mation for the current 
case. The tax office has 
said it will not use the in-
formation to start a new 
investigation.

Huang was a Sydney-
-based property deve-
loper before Australia 
canceled his permanent 
residency visa on the 
advice of a spy agency 
a day after he left the 
country in December.

The court froze his 
Sydney assets last mon-
th after the tax office 
accused him of unders-
tating his income from 
2013 to 2015.

Huang, who also uses 
the name Changran 
Huang, was known as 
a major donor to Aus-
tralia’s main political 
parties before foreign 
political donations were 

police mishandled evidence 
and beat the suspects into 
making confessions. A well-
-known Thai forensics expert 
testified that the DNA eviden-
ce that was a central plank in 
the prosecution case did not 
link them to the scene. Human 
Rights Watch called the verdict 
“profoundly disturbing.”

Dressed in traditional 
Myanmar clothing, the two 
mothers — May Thein and 
Phyu Shwe Nu — said they ho-
ped King Maha Vajiralongkorn 
would grant their plea and re-
duce their punishment to life 
imprisonment.

“We believe our sons are 
innocent,” said May Thein, 
mother of Wai Phyo. “Many 
people believe the same thing 
as us.”

Zaw Lin and Wai Phyo were 
arrested shortly after the killin-
gs. They were employed as ser-
vice workers on the island. AP

banned.
Australia angered 

China by passing a range 
of laws last year banning 
covert foreign interfe-
rence in Australian po-
litics.

A state corruption 
inquiry is investigating 
allegations that Huang 
was behind an illegal 
AU$100,000 cash dona-
tion to the Sydney head-
quarters of the New Sou-
th Wales state branch of 
the Labor Party.

Huang blamed the 
“sudden attack” on him 
in the corruption in-
quiry and media repor-
ting for the tax office’s 
claim of a tax debt.

“The ATO is belie-
ved to be a professio-
nal government agen-
cy with some integrity 
but it really pains and 

saddens me that it has 
now surrendered itself 
to the pressure of some 
unknown dark forces, 
almost allowing itself to 
become a tool for politi-
cal persecution against 
me,” Huang said in a 
statement on Wednes-
day.

Huang made headli-
nes in 2017 when media 
revealed that his com-
pany had paid Labor 
Sen. Sam Dastyari’s per-
sonal legal bills. Huang 
then appeared alongsi-
de the then-opposition 
lawmaker at a news con-
ference for Chinese me-
dia where Dastyari su-
pported Beijing’s stance 
on the South China Sea, 
contradicting Australia’s 
bipartisan policy. Das-
tyari quit politics soon 
afterward. AP

Australian judge orders  
Chinese tycoon to detail wealth

2 Burmese condemned 
for UK deaths seek Thai 
king’s clemency

Abe, S. Korean premier agree 
to keep talking to mend ties
MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

J
APAN’S prime minister and 
South Korea’s No. 2 official 
agreed on the importance of 
improving ties but made no 

apparent breakthrough yester-
day in the first high-level meeting 
since the neighbors’ relations no-
sedived over trade and history 
disputes.

South Korea’s Prime Minis-
ter Lee Nak-yon handed Shinzo 
Abe a letter from South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in during 
the talks. Lee attended Emperor 
Naruhito’s enthronement cere-
mony Tuesday before meeting 
with Abe. Lee is the most senior 
official after Moon but his role is 
largely ceremonial. 

An official in Seoul said Moon’s 
personal letter congratulated 
Japan on the new imperial era 
of Reiwa and wished for an im-
provement in bilateral ties. Abe 
expressed his gratitude for the 
letter, according to South Korea’s 
first vice foreign minister, Cho 
Sei-yong, who spoke in a televi-
sion briefing after the meeting 
ended.

Cho said Lee and Abe agreed 
the two countries must improve 
their ties and that coordination 
between them and with Washin-
gton was important. Lee called 
for promoting diverse commu-
nications and exchanges to try to 

resolve their frayed ties, Cho said.
Abe told Lee that such coope-

ration is crucial as they face Nor-
th Korean nuclear and missile 
threats, according to the Japane-
se Foreign Ministry. Abe said the 

currently strained relations shou-
ld be mended, but Seoul should 
take the first step.

The meeting was closely mo-
nitored for signs of a thaw, but li-
ttle progress was apparent except 

for an agreement to keep talking.
Still, Chief Cabinet Secretary 

Yoshihide Suga said the talks 
were “meaningful” as the two 
sides exchanged views and reas-
sured that their efforts are conti-

nuing.
Lee, who is known as a Japan 

expert, didn’t disclose more de-
tails about the talks as he left 
Abe’s office.

Relations have worsened sin-
ce Japan in July tightened ex-
port controls on key high-tech 
materials used by South Korean 
manufacturers. Tokyo cited uns-
pecified security concerns, but 
Seoul called it retaliation for its 
courts ordering Japanese com-
panies to compensate Korean 
laborers for abusing them during 
Japan’s 1910-1945 colonization.

Japanese lawmakers and offi-
cials have singled out the South 
Korean court rulings that would 
freeze the Japanese companies’ 
assets held in that country, where 
more than a dozen similar law-
suits are still pending.

The trade spat has also spil-
led over to security issues. Sou-
th Korea in August announced a 
decision to terminate a bilateral 
military intelligence sharing pact 
despite North Korea’s resump-
tion of missile tests over the 
last several months, triggering 
Washington’s concern. The pact 
is set to expire in late November.

Japan maintains all compen-
sation issues, including those of 
South Korean women who were 
held as sex slaves at front-line 
brothels for Japanese soldiers, 
were settled under the 1965 bi-
lateral treaty under which Tokyo 
provided $500 million in econo-
mic cooperation.

Abe, in his meeting with Lee, 
reiterated Japan’s position that 
South Korea should keep its pro-
mise, referring to the 1965 agree-
ment. AP
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North Korea urges US to act 
wisely through year-end deadline

EU awards top human rights prize to Uighur activist
SAMUEL PETREQUIN, 
BRUSSELS

THE European Union yes-
terday awarded its top 

human rights prize to econo-
mist Ilham Tohti for his work 
defending China’s Uighur 
minority, and urged Beijing 
to release him from jail.

A moderate though ou-
tspoken Uighur critic of 
Beijing’s policies in the nor-
thwestern region of Xinjiang, 
Tohti was sentenced to life 
imprisonment in 2014.

Despite being known 
as a moderate who argued 
against Uighur separatism, 
he was convicted of fanning 
ethnic hatred, advocating 
violence and instigating ter-
ror through his classroom 
teaching and a website on 
Uyghur issues.

In awarding the Sakharov 
Prize, the European Parlia-
ment described Tohti as a 

“voice of moderation and re-
conciliation” who campaig-
ned for the implementation 
of regional autonomy laws in 
China.

The legislature’s presi-
dent, David Sassoli, praised 
Tohti for dedicating his life to 

advocating the rights of Chi-
na’s Uighur minority.

More than one million 
Uighurs — also spelled Uy-
ghurs — have been detained 
in camps since 2017 and cri-
ticism has grown over Chi-
na’s internment of them and 

other Muslims.
China’s government in-

sists the detention sites are 
“vocational” centers aimed 
at training and skills deve-
lopment. In a report earlier 
this year to counter criticism 
of internment camps and 

other oppressive security 
in the traditionally Islamic 
region, China said it had ar-
rested nearly 13,000 people it 
described as “terrorists” and 
had broken up hundreds of 
“terrorist gangs” in Xinjiang 
since 2014.

“By awarding this prize, 
we strongly urge the Chinese 
government to release Tohti 
and we call for the respect 
of minority rights in China,” 
Sassoli said.

Dacian Ciolos, the presi-
dent of Renew Europe, a pro-
-business group of parties 
in the European Parliament 
which supported Tohti’s bid 
for the award, said he “fully 
embodies the spirit of the 
Sakharov prize, as he is a 
fearless voice fighting for hu-
man rights and fundamental 
freedoms.”

The EU award, named 
after Soviet dissident Andrei 
Sakharov, was created in 

1988 to honor individuals or 
groups who defend human 
rights and fundamental free-
doms. Last year’s winner was 
Oleg Sentsov, the Ukrainian 
filmmaker who was recently 
released from a Russian pri-
son camp after being accu-
sed of plotting acts of terro-
rism.

Others on the shortlist for 
the award this year were Ma-
rielle Franco, a Brazilian city 
councilwoman who cam-
paigned for Afro-Brazilian 
and LGBT rights before she 
was gunned down last year, 
native Brazilian leader Chief 
Raoni, environmentalist 
Claudelice Silva dos Santos 
and five Kenyan students 
known as The Restorers who 
developed an app to support 
girls subjected to genital mu-
tilation.

The prize will be presen-
ted in a ceremony in Stras-
bourg on Dec. 18. AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG

N
ORTH Korea yesterday 
accused U.S. officials 
of maintaining hosti-
lity against Pyongyang 

despite a “special” relationship 
between leader Kim Jong Un and 
President Donald Trump and ur-
ged Washington to act “wisely” 
through the end of the year.

The statement issued by Fo-
reign Ministry adviser Kim Kye 
Gwan was clearly referring to an 
end-of-year deadline set by Kim 
Jong Un for the Trump adminis-
tration to offer mutually accep-
table terms for a deal to salvage 
their diplomacy.

“Contrary to the political judg-
ment and intention of President 
Trump, Washington political cir-
cles and DPRK policy makers of 
the U.S. administration are hostile 
to the DPRK for no reason, preoc-
cupied with the Cold War men-
tality and ideological prejudice,” 
Kim Kye Gwan said in the state-
ment, referring to North Korea by 
its formal name, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. “We 
want to see how wisely the U.S. 
will pass the end of the year.”

Nuclear negotiations between 
Washington and Pyongyang have 
faltered after the collapse of a Fe-
bruary summit between Kim Jong 
Un and Trump where the U.S. 
side rejected North Korean de-
mands for broad sanctions relief 

in exchange for a piecemeal deal 
toward partially surrendering its 
nuclear capabilities.

The North made a series of 
short-range missile tests while 
Kim Jong Un said he would “wait 
with patience until the end of the 
year for the United States to come 
up with a courageous decision.”

Washington and Pyongyang re-
sumed working-level discussion 
in Sweden earlier this month, but 
the meeting broke down amid 
acrimony with the North Koreans 
calling the talks “sickening” and 
accusing the Americans of main-
taining an “old stance and attitude.”

The North has since threate-
ned to resume nuclear and long-
-range missile tests it suspended 
last year while pursuing diploma-
cy with the United States, while 
Kim Jong Un vowed to overcome 
U.S.-led international sanctions 
he said has both pained and infu-
riated his people.

Kim Kye Gwan said Kim Jong 
Un considers his relationship 
with Trump as “special” and that 
trust between the leaders was still 
intact.

“I sincerely hope that a motive 
force to overcome all the obsta-
cles between the DPRK and the 

U.S. and to advance the bilateral 
relations in the better direction 
will be provided on the basis of 
the close relationship,” Kim Kye 
Gwan said.

In his mid-70s, Kim Kye Gwan 
is a veteran diplomat who led the 
North Korean delegation at much 
of the now-dormant six-nation 
nuclear disarmament talks held 
in Beijing in 2003-2008.

The North Korean statement 
came after Trump during a Cabi-
net meeting on Monday said he 
continues to have a good rela-
tionship with the North Korean 
leader and claimed that the Uni-

ted States might have gone to war 
with the North if it were not for 
his presidency.

“I like Kim, he likes me,” Trump 
said. “We get along. I respect him, 
he respects me.”

When asked about Kim Kye 
Gwan’s comments during a news 
conference, South Korean Fo-
reign Minister Kang Kyung-wha 
said it was encouraging that the 
leaders of North Korea and the 
United States are expressing mu-
tual trust and that Seoul hopes 
for the nuclear talks to produce 
substantial results.

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in lobbied hard for the revival 
of nuclear diplomacy between 
Washington and Pyongyang, 
but the North in recent months 
has suspended virtually all dia-
logue and cooperation with the 
South amid the stalemate in nu-
clear negotiations. Pyongyang 
has demanded Seoul break away 
from Washington and restart in-
ter-Korean economic activities 
held back by U.S.-led sanctions 
against the North.

Kim Jong Un has signed vague 
statements calling for the “com-
plete denuclearization” of the 
peninsula in his meetings with 
Trump and Moon. But the North’s 
hardball attitude in past months 
have raised doubts on whether 
Kim Jong Un would ever volun-
tarily give away his nukes he may 
see as his strongest guarantee of 
survival.

North Korea for decades has 
been pushing a concept of denu-
clearization that bears no resem-
blance to the American definition, 
with Pyongyang vowing to pursue 
nuclear development until the 
United States removes its troops 
and the nuclear umbrella defen-
ding South Korea and Japan. AP
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TDM News (Repetição) 

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 

Agua de Mar

Zig Zag

Os Ursos Boonie e o Fantástico Outono

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

Geoparque Açores - Fim

Amor Maior (Repetição) 

Semana Internacional (Repetição)

Resumo Liga dos Campeões 2019/2020

Ouro Verde Sr.1

Telejornal 

TDM Talk Show

Livros com João Guedes

Todas as Palavras

Amor Maior

TDM News 

Justiça de Chicago 

Liga Europa: PSV Eindhoven - Sporting (Directo)

Liga Europa: Porto - Young Boys (Directo)

RTPi Directo 

Spend a few minutes with Liam Gallagher and it’s clear 
the rocker hasn’t lost any of his bravado, right down to 
counting himself among the greats in rock history.

But Gallagher does acknowledge that one band breakup 
— not, Oasis, but rather the demise of Beady Eye in 
2014— left him humbled and ready to temporarily step 
away from music.

Gallagher said leaving band dynamics aside allowed him 
to “mop up some milk that I spilt in my personal life.

“I think every now and again, you need to remove yourself 
from whatever you’re doing,” Gallagher said. “I just needed 
a breather. And I think the fans needed a breather.”

Since then Gallagher’s been focused on a solo career, re-
sulting in the 2017 release “As You Were” and his recently 
released sophomore album, “Why Me? Why Not,” which 
debuted at the top of the charts in the United Kingdom.

The singer-songwriter rose to rock stardom with his ol-
der brother Noel Gallagher in the 1990s with their group 
Oasis, which released a series of anthem tunes from 
“Wonderwall,” ‘’Live Forever” and “Supersonic.” Noel left 
the group in 2009 after accusing Liam of having a hango-
ver that forced them to cancel a concert. Liam disputed 
the accusation and ultimately sued his brother.

That relationship hasn’t been mended, but Gallagher 
said he wants to reconcile, for the sake of his mother.

In a recent interview, Gallagher spoke with The Associa-
ted Press about the state of rock music and how he’d like 
to see a reunion with his brother play out.

“I think it might not be selling as many records as dance 
music or rap music or whatever the (expletive) it is the-
se days that’s selling. I think there are some good guitar 
bands out there. Everyone’s been saying rock ‘n’ roll every 
year, every decade that it’s over. It’s been going for a long-
time. It ain’t over,” he said.

Liam GaLLaGher taLks soLo rise, 
famiLy feud and rock music

The EEC is donating £1.8 million to help combat the 
famine in Ethiopia.

Officials from Oxfam, Save the Children, Christian 
Aid and the Red Cross believe that up to 10 million 
people are facing starvation unless the flow of aid is 
increased.

Aid agencies lobbied EEC ministers in Brussels in 
response to the latest drought to hit the country.

Hugh McKay from the Save the Children Fund said: 
“This is an excellent start and will buy us a little time 
to develop a long term strategy to deal with this tra-
gedy.”

The Community has also ordered the immediate 
shipment of 5,000 tons of food with more to be de-
livered soon.

The worst affected areas are the northern pro-
vinces of Tigre, Wollo and Eritrea, where a 10-year 
drought and a succession of wars have produced the 
worst famine in Ethiopia’s modern history.

As the announcement was made the Ethiopian Re-
lief and Rehabilitation Commission said it would hold 
an emergency meeting with Western governments 
to discuss ways to improve airlifting food to the re-
gion.

Local officials are said to be trying to clear con-
gestion at ports to get more food to the rest of the 
country. Up to 1,000 tons of food a day are now being 
handled, up from 500 a few weeks ago.

A recent report shown on the BBC highlighted the 
harrowing problems being faced in Ethiopia and led to 
an overwhelming public response.

Overseas director of Oxfam Michael Harris said: “On 
one day alone we received 1,000 calls from people 
offering help, including three who offered transport 
aircraft.”

Courtesy BBC News

1984 europe Grants
   emerGency aid for ethiopia

In context

Offbeat

One million people are thought to have died in the famine of 
1984 despite money from around the world helping to improve 
the situation.
In December 1984 rock stars joined together to record “Do they 
know it’s Christmas?”. The single raised more than £12 million for 
famine victims in Africa.
Live Aid in July 1985, organised by Bob Geldof, raised more than 
£70 million for the cause. Two massive concerts were staged in 
London and Philadelphia. Artists including Paul McCartney, U2 
and Madonna performed on the day.
Many Ethiopians continue to rely on food aid from abroad. In 
2004 the government began a drive to move more than two 
million people away from the arid highlands of the east.
It said the programme was a lasting solution to food shortages.
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cineteatro
17 - 24 Oct

MALEFICENT: MISTRESS OF EVIL
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Joachim Rønning
Starring: Angelina Jolie, Elle Fanning, Harris Dickinson
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 117min

GEMINI MAN
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Ang Lee 
Starring: Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Will Smith, Clive Owen
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 117min

BRAVE FATHER ONLINE
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 7:15pm
Director:  Teruo Noguchi, Kiyoshi Yamamoto
Starring: Kentaro Sakaguchi, Kôtarô Yoshida
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 114min

JOKER
room 3
9:30pm
Director: Todd Phillips
Starring: Joaquin Phoenix, Robert De Niro, Zazie Beetz
Language: English
Duration: 122min 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- 1999 Ron Howard film; 5- Atty.-to-be exams; 10- New Age musician John; 

14- Actress Petty; 15- Buenos ___; 16- Westernmost Aleutian; 17- Emmy winner Falco; 
18- Cafeteria items; 19- Woody plant; 20- Car transmission component; 22- Things; 
23- Metallica drummer Ulrich; 24- 1952 Winter Olympics site; 26- Land measures; 29- 
Concluding section; 33- Luxuriant; 34- Prepares for publication; 35- Building addition; 
36- One of the Cartwrights; 37- Present your case; 38- Religious group; 39- CD earnings; 
40- Composer Ned; 41- Stroll; 42- Fated; 44- Uncompromising; 45- Prevented a return; 
46- Astronaut’s insignia; 48- ___ blanche; 51- Comment at the bottom of a page; 55- 
Not aweather; 56- ___ is human; 58- OPEC member; 59- Rise sharply, as a bird would; 
60- Most unfavorable; 61- Big rig; 62- Long fish; 63- Sleep problem; 64- Frame of mind;
 
DOWN: 1- Util. bill; 2- Extinct flightless bird; 3- Math course; 4- Giving no view; 5- “See 
ya!”; 6- Fathers; 7- Asian sea; 8- Mystery writer Josephine; 9- Leaky tire sound; 10- Body 
art; 11- To be, in Toulouse; 12- Pipe part; 
13- Colors; 21- Diner dish; 22- Troubles 
and misfortunes; 24- Poppy product; 
25- Location; 26- Ladybug’s prey; 27- 
Doppelganger; 28- Corrodes; 29- Created a 
border; 30- Gaggle members; 31- Stomach 
woe; 32- Singer John; 34- Blew it; 37- First-
rate; 38- Devil worship; 40- Receiver Jerry; 
41- Hey you!; 43- Spuds; 46- Like Thor; 47- 
Artery that feeds the trunk; 48- What you do 
to a joint, prior to a heist; 49- Shaving cream 
additive; 50- Authentic; 51- Frond plant; 52- 
White-centered cookie; 53- ___ -shanter 
(Scottish cap); 54- “National Velvet” author 
Bagnold; 56- Defunct airline; 57- Alley ___;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Things might not feel like 
they’re moving along as quickly 
as you would like, which could 
cause a certain degree of  
fraying when it comes to your 
nerves right now.

Apr. 20-May. 20
It will be a productive, active 
day—even if  your energy is a bit 
slow this morning. Don’t worry 
if  you can’t quite get out of  bed, 
or if  the idea of  getting dressed 
seems insurmountable.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Do you think someone is not 
being totally open with you right 
now? Your instincts are right on. 
But their tight-lipped status is 
not due to an inability to trust 
you.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
This morning’s news will 
stimulate your already quick 
mind, allowing you to come up 
with many different plans for 
what you want to do with your 
day.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If  you feel your blood pressure 
mounting today, you should do 
more than take a deep breath. 
Take a different attitude towards 
the situation! There is a funny side 
to any stressful situation.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
For especially incisive insight on 
your latest problems, turn to one 
of  your friends today. You need to 
consult someone who either is in 
the same situation as you are, or has 
been before.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
One of  your friendships is starting 
to feel one-sided—and you are 
not on the right side. Do you feel 
like you are giving more than you 
get? Compromising more than 
they do?

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  your routine is starting to get 
boring, resist the urge to create 
a problem just for the sake of  
having something to talk about! 
You need to avoid conflict now 
more than ever.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If  you are working on starting 
or strengthening or shoring up 
a romance today, you had better 
take it all the way! Have fun 
with it. Be over the top. Flirt to a 
ridiculous degree.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Do you want to try out a new 
sport or hobby, but you’re afraid 
you’ll fail at it? Worrying too 
much about what might happen 
is only going to prevent you from 
trying new things.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
People are going to respond a lot 
better to concrete examples than 
to ambiguous concepts today, so 
if  you are trying to make a point 
or sell an idea, you’ll have to do it 
with facts and figures.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Today, you should let your heart 
push you to get involved more in 
helping your community become 
a more supportive, welcoming 
place. Whatever group of  people 
you feel could be made better.

  Aquarius Pisces
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RUGBY WORLD CUP

South Africans finding 
their way in Japan

JOHN PYE, TOKYO

Sunday, 16:00 
Wales v South Africa 
H 3.9, D 29, A 1.4

ODDSCHECKER.COM

AFTER finishing off the home 
team’s remarkable run at the 

Rugby World Cup in the quarter-
finals, the Springboks are feeling 
more comfortable about taking 
on Wales in Japan.

Assistant coach Matthew Prou-
dfoot says they’re just more com-
fortable, anyway, now that they’re 
playing the South African way.

The South Africans have lost 
their last four tests against Wales, 
but three of those were in Cardi-
ff and the other in Washington, 
D.C., and Proudfoot said they 
were “juggling teams” because of 
the nature of those tours to Bri-
tain and time of year.

Now South Africa has a fully fit 
31-man squad to select from, and 
is well prepared after arriving in 
Japan early last month.

“That really bodes well for us 
— we’ve got the team we want,” 
Proudfoot said. “We are on a neu-
tral ground.”

And, they’ve reverted to 
playing the kind of rugby that 
made the Springboks famous. 
The big forwards are pounding 
away in the set pieces and at the 
breakdowns. Tactical kicking is 
a key part of the arsenal, along 

with taking penalty goals at 
every opportunity. The backline 
concentrates on the percentage 
plays, and the defense is holding 
firm.

South Africa advanced to the 
semifinals for the fifth time in se-
ven World Cups with a 26-3 win 
over Japan last Sunday, scoring 
21 unanswered points in the se-

cond half to avenge the shocking 
defeat to Japan in the so-called 
Miracle of Brighton four years 
ago.

Japan had topped Pool A with 
wins over Ireland and Scotland, 
had unprecedented support at 
home and had quickly become 
the sentimental favorites for ru-
gby fans around the world.

But the Springboks weathered 
all that at Tokyo Stadium, despi-
te conceding 70% percent of the 
possession and territory in the 
first half, and eventually nullified 
Japan’s hyper-energy, spread-the-
-ball wide game plan with a bru-
tal, straight forward game.

A driving maul from almost 
halfway set scrumhalf Faf de 

Klerk en route to a try in the 66th 
minute that ended any chance of 
a comeback by Japan.

It was vintage Springboks ru-
gby, helped by having an eigh-
t-man reserves bench stacked 
with six forwards.

“It’s not that we go out the-
re with a blunt plan and ham-
mer away, but we have a specific 
plan,” Proudfoot said when asked 
if the Springboks would load 
up on the heavy armory again 
against Wales. “I am very happy 
with the way the guys have han-
dled those challenges.”

South Africa had only lost one 
test to Wales in 108 years before a 
12-6 defeat at Cardiff in Novem-
ber 2014.

The Springboks rebounded 
from that with a quarterfinal win 
over the Welsh at the 2015 World 
Cup, but have lost all four mee-
tings since then.

Proudfoot said there’d been 
a different mentality since Ras-
sie Erasmus joined as director of 
coaching last year.

The South Africans won the 
Rugby Championship, including 
a 16-16 draw against the All Bla-
cks in Wellington, and hadn’t lost 
a game in 2019 until a 23-13 loss 
to New Zealand in the Pool B ope-
ner.

After conceding two tries in 
four minutes in an otherwise ti-
ght encounter with the All Blacks, 
the Springboks have only conce-
ded one try in four games. AP
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England’s coach Eddie Jones New Zealand coach Steve Hansen

RUGBY WORLD CUP

Hansen calls Jones’ bluff ahead 
of NZ vs England semifinal
JOHN PYE, TOKYO

Saturday, 16:00 
England v New Zealand 
H 3.6, D 29, A 1.4

ODDSCHECKER.COM

T
HERE’S a reason Steve 
Hansen is comfortable 
calling Eddie Jones’ blu-
ff. From a place called 

Bluff in the deepest south to Cape 
Reinga in the far north, Hansen 
can genuinely say the men wea-
ring All Blacks jerseys at the Ru-
gby World Cup have the full ba-
cking of their nation.

Rugby is more of an obsession 
than a game in the volcanic is-
lands of New Zealand, from whe-
re the All Blacks have emerged as 
a globally-recognizable export. 
It’s not the domain of the mo-
nied, it’s every Kiwi’s sport.

England has the finances to 
outspend any union to prepa-
re for the World Cup, but it can’t 
match New Zealand’s cultural 
connection to its team.

Jones knows that, so he’s 
tried a few avenues to get un-
der the skins of New Zealanders 
ahead of Saturday’s semifinal at 
Yokohama. He has promoted the 
All Blacks as the best team in the 

history of sport, but then sugges-
ted they could be mentally fragi-
le under the burden of knockout 
pressure.

He acknowledged the nation-
-wide appeal of the All Blacks, 
then chirped about New Zealand 
reporters covering the World Cup 
being merely fans with laptops. 
He even tossed in a spying allega-
tion about somebody secretly fil-
ming England’s practice, althou-
gh he didn’t specifically say it was 
from New Zealand.

Hansen’s response has been 
subtle. He accepted Jones’ rating 
of the All Blacks as being heartfelt 
and clearly well considered.

“It’s a really nice statement and 
I wouldn’t doubt that Eddie belie-
ves that, but he is also being quite 
kind to us,” Hansen said. “History 
is history and (this game) is about 
creating new history. Both teams 
are going to go at each other on 
Saturday and that game won’t de-
fine either team, but it will give 
one team the opportunity to go 
through to play a final.”

He pointed to how close En-
gland got to winning their most 
recent meeting — before slum-
ping to a sixth consecutive loss.

England has never beaten New 
Zealand at the World Cup, in 1991 
and ‘99 in the group stage in the 

semifinals in ‘95. The overall re-
cord is New Zealand 33 wins and 
a draw in 41 matches. And, when 
asked where the Anglo-Kiwi ma-
tch stood in the pantheon of ru-
gby rivalries, Hansen selected 
South Africa as New Zealand’s 
greatest rugby adversary, despite 
facing the double-headed mons-
ter of England with an antagonis-
tic Aussie coach this weekend.

Perhaps he was thinking fur-
ther ahead to his ideal final. That 
could happen if New Zealand 
beats England on Saturday and 
South Africa beats Wales on Sun-
day at Yokohama.

“I think we’ve played England 
once in the last six years, so it’s 
hard to build a rivalry when you 
don’t play each other,” Hansen 
said, implying it could be a more 
regular feature if the home na-
tions really wanted it. Another 
little dig. “If we could get the Six 
Nations to come on board for 
a global season, we’d be able to 
do that. Once they do that, then 
they’re starting to think about the 
game rather than themselves.”

For the benefit of any British 
journalists n the room, and any 
fans with keyboards, he added: 
“There’s a headline for you.”

New Zealand hasn’t lost a 
game at the World Cup since an 

upset quarterfinal loss to France 
in 2007, adding its second title on 
home soil in 2011 and a third in 
England four years ago — when 
England failed to make it out of 
the group stage.

England has always been 
strong at the set-piece, parti-
cularly the scrum. Hansen said 
New Zealand’s forwards deserved 
more credit in that area.

He promoted the versatile Sco-
tt Barrett to the starting lineup to 
add size and bulk and another 
lineout option, relegating Sam 
Cane to the bench. It was the only 
change to the XV that started in 
the 46-14 quarterfinal win over 
Ireland.

Jones said the best four teams 
were still alive in the competi-
tion and, “We get to play one of 
the greatest teams ever, that are 
shooting for a ‘three-peat’, whi-
ch has never been done, so that 
brings an element of pressure to 
their team.”

“We don’t have any pressu-
re, mate. No one thinks we can 
win,” he said. “There are 120 
million Japanese people out the-
re whose second team are the All 
Blacks. So there’s no pressure on 
us, we’ve just got to have a great 
week, enjoy it, relax. Train hard 
and enjoy this great opportunity 

we’ve got, whereas they’ve got to 
be thinking about how they’re 
looking for their third World Cup 
and so that brings some pressu-
re.”

Hansen rejected Jones’ apprai-
sal, saying he enjoyed some of his 
counterpart’s one-liners but di-
dn’t take any of the mind games 
seriously.

“Logic would say we shouldn’t 
be favorites because it’s never 
been done before,” Hansen said, 
adding that England really had 
more to lose considering the fou-
r-year buildup since a disappoin-
ting group-stage exit in 2015 
when hosting the tournament.

“England were desperately di-
sappointed with how they went,” 
Hansen said. “They’ll be under 
immense pressure themselves. 
To say they’ve got nothing to 
lose? Eddie doesn’t believe that, 
either.”

Jones was set to announce his 
team today, with most selection 
speculation around the inside 
backs.

After coaching Australia to the 
World Cup final in 2003 and being 
a consultant to South Africa’s 
winning campaign in 2007, Jones 
guided Japan to an unpreceden-
ted three wins in the 2015 World 
Cup and an epic upset over Sou-
th Africa in the group stage. His 
wife is Japanese and his mother 
has Japanese heritage, so he has 
a good feel for the host nation. As 
England coach, he thinks he’s up 
against it this weekend.

“I’ve seen all the All Black je-
rseys around,” Jones said. “Even 
my wife, I have to tell her to stop 
(supporting) them.” AP



the 
BUZZ

Fire erupts as Californians hit 
with 2nd round of blackouts

A Northern California wildfire exploded in size yesterday amid 
dangerous winds that prompted the state’s largest utility to im-
pose electrical blackouts to prevent fires.

Authorities ordered the entire community of Geyserville to 
evacuate after the fire in the Sonoma County wine region north 
of San Francisco grew to more than 39 square kilometers. The 
town has about 900 residents and is a popular stop for wine 
country tourists.

The cause of the blaze wasn’t immediately known, but wildfire 
risk was extremely high as humidity levels plunged and winds 

gusted up to 113 kph. There were no immediate reports of any 
injuries.

The fire came two years after a series of deadly blazes tore 
through the same area, killing a total of 44 people.

Utilities in California have said the rolling blackouts are de-
signed to keep winds that could gust to 97 kph or more from 
knocking branches into power lines or toppling them, sparking 
wildfires. Electrical equipment was blamed for setting several 
blazes in recent years that killed scores of people and burned 
thousands of homes.

OPINION
Kapok
Eric Sautede

Greece Police clashed 
with students in 
Greece’s two largest 
cities yesterday amid 
strikes and street 
protests against a 
planned overhaul of 
business rules by the 
new conservative 
government.

Bolivia’s Evo Morales 
declared himself the 
outright winner of the 
country’s presidential 
election yesterday, giving 
him a fourth straight 
term in office following 
days of protests by 
both his opponents 
and supporters over 
accusations of vote 
fraud.

Belgium The European 
Union yesterday awarded 
its top human rights prize 
to economist Ilham Tohti 
for his work defending 
China’s Uighur minority, 
and urged Beijing to 
release him from jail. 
More on p15

Russia The Russian 
military has airlifted 
its state-of-the-art 
air defense systems 
to Serbia for joint air 
defense drills, the first-
ever such deployment, 
the Defense Ministry said 
yesterday. 

Spain has exhumed 
the remains of Spanish 
dictator Gen. Francisco 
Franco from his 
grandiose mausoleum 
outside Madrid and flown 
them by helicopter for 
reburial in a small family 
crypt north of the capital.

UK Police and politicians 
are raising alarms about 
what could happen 
in Northern Ireland 
under British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
proposed Brexit deal, 
with the regional police 
chief warning that a badly 
handled divorce from the 
European Union could 
bring violence back onto 
the streets.
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It’s the politics, 
stupid!

The news on Wednesday that a parking bay had 
been snatched in Hong Kong for the modest amount 
of HK$7.6 million had me gaping at the newspaper 
for a few seconds. That went beyond cognitive dis-
sonance: It was bewilderment mixed with incom-
prehension and a sudden surge of indignation. How 
on earth could someone pay more than HK$600,000 
per square meter to park a car in a spot of roughly 
12.5 square meters of bare concrete? This is three 
times the median price of a flat in Hong Kong, whe-
reas the median price of a flat is in itself 21 times the 
median salary! 

We are talking about parking a car here! Sure, the 
parking lot is situated in the very heart of the city, in 
a building aptly named The Center, which served as 
the main decor for Batman: The Dark Knight. The 
building was up to last year the property of Asia’s ri-
chest man, Li Ka-shing, before being sold to a group 
of tycoons including the richest lady in Hong Kong, 
Pollyanna Chu, and the owner of the parking bay that 
was just sold, Johnny Cheung. But then, the same 
amount of money would buy a nice 80 square meters 
flat in Paris, and even a 55 square meters 2-bedroom 
cozy retreat next to the iconic Jardin du Luxembourg, 
one of the most expensive area in the French capital 
city, or even 500 square feet in downtown Manhattan 
in New York City.

Yet, at the same time, we are being told that becau-
se of the protests, landlords “are getting desperate in 
their attempts to attract tenants” in their offices of 
Central Hong Kong, so much so that they are offe-
ring symbolic rents of HK$1 for the first three mon-
ths of occupation! Some are even agreeing to leases 
starting after Chinese New Year, that is four months 
away!

Are we talking about the same landlords and real 
estate developers who stand accused by Beijing of 
being vastly responsible for the political turmoil that 
has engulfed the city for the past four months? Aren’t 
these the same people who keep the best economic 
opportunities to themselves and make it impossible 
for the younger generation to “own” a flat? And wasn’t 
the diagnostic confirmed by Carrie Lam when she 
announced in her policy address last week that credit 
would be made more easily accessible to Hongkon-
gers and that 700 hectares of land would be seized 
to help build new housing programs addressing the 
current shortage?

Interestingly enough, the announcement made by 
Mrs Lam boosted the shares’ value of property deve-
lopers. And then, the land that is going to be “seized” 
had been purchased as cheap farmland by develo-
pers and will be paid at current market price by the 
government, allowing them to make comfy profits. 
It is also estimated that the four biggest developers 
alone in Hong Kong — Sun Hung Kai, Henderson 
Land, New World and Cheung Kong — sit on more 
than double the floor area of agricultural land that 
will be “taken” back by the government. Moreover, 
past governments bear the main responsibility of 
the shortage of land supply that led to a shortage 
of housing land and the dramatic drop in housing 
completion after 2003/2004, in the wake of the SARS 
crisis. For a decade, starting in 2006, the completion 
of housing, whether public or private, was more than 
halved compared to the previous ten years!

Because they make up a significant portion of the 
1,200 people who elect the Chief Executive, it is thus 
clear that any measure taken by the government will 
give the developers the advantage over ordinary ci-
tizens. Should we then be surprised when people 
declare that they are far more dissatisfied with the 
political environment (more than 80%) than they are 
disgruntled by the present economic situation (less 
than 40%)?

At the end of the day, it makes the demand of true 
universal suffrage for returning both the Chief Exe-
cutive and the legislators a very legitimate one if the 
intent is indeed for the government to be less de-
pendent on a small coterie of ever more profiteering 
landlords. 

UK’s dirty money trail 
leads to private schools

EDWARD ROBINSON

DIRTY money worms 
its way into banks, 

law firms, and accounting 
agencies. It seeps into pro-
perties, companies, and 
even schools. And despi-
te a crackdown by British 
lawmakers and police, the 
$418 billion flood shows no 
signs of receding as crimi-
nals from around the world 
continue to make the U.K. a 
hub for corrupt wealth.

That is the key finding of a 
report released yesterday by 
Transparency International 
UK, the London-based arm 
of the global anti-corrup-
tion group. When it comes 
to money-laundering, one 
of the toughest challenges is 
tracing where the proceeds 
of crimes wind up. By analy-
zing 400 cases with a British 
link over the last 30 years, 
researchers found that illicit 
funds had moved through 
86 banks and financial ins-
titutions, 81 law firms, 62 
accountants, and more than 
2,200 companies in Britain 
and its overseas territories.

Researchers traced sus-
pect money to the usual 
baubles of the super-rich, 
with 407 million pounds 
($524 million) spent on ya-
chts and jets. They tracked 
ill-gotten funds to the pur-
chase of a Chanel crocodi-
le-skin handbag and a Tom 
Ford jacket at Harrods wor-
th 50,690 pounds, as well as 
a corporate box at Stamford 
Bridge, the home stadium 
of the Chelsea soccer team. 
The suite was bought by a 
shell company at full market 
value of 126,000 pounds for 
the 2012-13 season. Trans-
parency International said 

none of the companies is 
accused of wrongdoing. A 
Chelsea spokesman decli-
ned to comment.

‘SHED LIGHT’
They also found 8.3 

million pounds paid to more 
than three dozen architectu-
ral and interior design firms, 
and other payments to car 
dealerships, jewelry stores, 
art galleries and fashion 
boutiques.

“We’ve known for a long 
time that the U.K.’s wor-
ld-class services have at-
tracted a range of clients, 
including those who have 
money and pasts to hide,” 
Duncan Hames, the direc-
tor of policy at Transparency 
International UK, said in a 
statement. “Now, for the first 
time, we have shed light on 
who these companies are 
and how they have become 
entangled in some of the bi-
ggest corruption scandals of 
our time.”

The report comes at a 
time when law-enforcement 
officials in the U.K. are cra-
cking down on money-lau-
ndering by using new legal 
tools such as “unexplained 
wealth orders,” to force sus-
pects to disclose their assets. 
Officials are also focusing on 
lawyers and family offices 
who help criminals conceal 
their ill-gotten gains in in-
vestments such as mansions 
in the English countryside.

REDOUBLE EFFORTS
Transparency Interna-

tional urged officials to re-
double their efforts as sus-
picious wealth from the East 
permeates all manner of 
enterprises in Britain. Many 
of the transactions it analy-

zed were traced to so-called 
laundromats -- industrial-s-
cale schemes that have been 
accused of washing dirty 
money in Moldova, Azerbai-
jan and other former Soviet 
countries.

The report said Citigroup 
Inc. and the Royal Bank of 
Scotland Group Plc topped 
a list of 10 lenders that were 
responsible for sending or 
receiving funds linked to the 
laundromats. And 177 edu-
cational institutions, inclu-
ding the prestigious British 
schools Harrow School and 
Charterhouse, received 4.1 
million pounds in tuition 
payments also stemming 
from the reputed money-
-laundering schemes.

Citigroup and RBS of-
ficials declined to com-
ment on the report, while 
representatives for Harrow 
School and Charterhouse 
didn’t immediately respond 
to requests for comment. 
Transparency International 
UK said it wasn’t making 
allegations of wrongdoing 
against the banks or the 
schools.

While Transparency In-
ternational called for an 
overhaul of the U.K’s anti-
-money laundering supervi-
sory regime, experts in illicit 
finance say it’s going to be 
difficult to curb the inflow. 
The problem is that Lon-
don, still the world’s top in-
ternational financial center, 
excels at managing the for-
tunes of global players.

“London is the final des-
tination for illicit wealth,” 
said Anastasia Nesvetailo-
va, a professor of interna-
tional political economy at 
City, University of London. 
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