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PUI CHING ALUMNUS
ALLEGEDLY THREATENED
AFTER PETITIONING
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HONG KONG PROTESTS ESCALATED
YESTERDAY WITH OFFICER HIT BY
AN ARROW IN RESPONSE TO POLICE
WATER CANNONS
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Hong Kong At the city’s
most prestigious local
schools, the admissions
process can be brutally
competitive. Demand for
openings almost always
exceeds supply, and children
from the city’s upper
echelons often get rejected.
But as protests intensify,
some financial professionals
who once coveted such
schools for their kids are now
steering them away.

TOO LITTLE, TOO LATE
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PAID PLASTIC BAG ENFORCED TODAY

More on p10

Taiwan President Tsai Ingwen says China’s pressure
on the self-governing
island democracy will only
increase amid a changing
international situation. Tsai
is seeking a second term
in January’s presidential
elections and told
supporters last night she had
overseen an upgrading in
the island’s defense against
China’s military threat.
AP PHOTO

More on p12

AP PHOTO

Myanmar’s government
rejected the International
Criminal Court’s decision to
allow prosecutors to open
an investigation into crimes
committed against the
Rohingya Muslim minority.
Myanmar has been accused
of carrying out human rights
abuses on a massive scale in
the western state of Rakhine
in 2017.

Koreas U.S. Defense
Secretary Mark Esper said
the United States and South
Korea have indefinitely
postponed a joint military
exercise in an “act of goodwill”
toward North Korea. The
move comes even as Japan’s
defense minister Jeong
Kyeong-doo told Esper
“no one could be optimistic
about” changing the North’s
behavior. More on p13
More on backpage

‘No flavor’
win extends
Rutter
record,
rookie
conquers f3
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ENVIRONMENT

LYNZY VALLES

T

HE call for the government to
reduce plastic waste is entering into force today as single-use
plastic bags in retail locations will
now cost one pataca.
However, for local environmental activists, this is not enough to reduce the use of single-use
plastics.
Last year, a campaign against
the use of single-use plastics
drew thousands of petitioners to
sign the online form, where local
environmentalist Annie Lao was
a part of the move.
The campaign came after a report issued by the Environmental Protection Bureau (DSPA)
showed that the SAR has failed
to progress in waste control and
management despite programs
facilitated by the government.
In September, the Chief Executive has signed an order for
the charge for a single-use plastic
bag.
The bill is applicable to single-use plastic bags in retail locations which include supermarkets, restaurants, pharmacies,
bakeries, and convenience stores. Parties not charging for such
plastic bags may be subjected to
a MOP1,000 fine for each plastic
bag given away.
For Lao, the implementation
of requiring the public to pay one
pataca for a plastic bag does not
meet the environmental group’s
demand, stressing that such levy
has been in placed in other regions for 10 years now.
In Hong Kong, the Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic
Shopping Bags commenced back
in 2009.

BLOOMBERG

Activist dissatisfied with gov’t’s slow
implementation on MOP1 plastic bag

“I’m not satisfied because
what we campaigned for is not
only for the use of plastic bags.
What we campaigned for was
the use of single-use plastics.
[…] This law isn’t something
new. This is something that
has been discussed for over
10 years in Macau,” Lao told
the Times.
“This is just a law that has
been overdue for so long
[when in fact] it should really
happen. Now it is late anyway
and one pataca doesn’t mean
anything,” she added.
According to the State of the
Environment of Macau 2018 report, the average person produ-

ced 2.17 kilos of solid waste per
day in the city, slightly higher
than last year’s 2.16 kilos.

”Now is late

anyway and one
pataca doesn’t
mean anything.
ANNIE LAO
The figure is the highest
among nearby regions including
Hong Kong and Guangzhou, which only recorded 1.45 kilos and

0.99 kilos of waste per person respectively.
Plastic waste recorded 22.5% of
the city’s overall waste in 2018,
slightly lower than last year’s
figures, which stood at 23%.
The local environmental
activist stressed that paying
one pataca for a plastic bag
is not a direct solution to the
plastic waste problem. Rather, solutions should focus
on creating a culture where
bringing reusable bags to the
market became a necessity.
“I know businesses will change to paper bags, but still they are
disposable. Disposable [items]
always cause problems to the en-

vironment,” Lao remarked.
Lao lamented that although
the city is rich in its financial resources, the government lacks
the political will to “do green for
the city.”
“We need to move forward
from this plastic bag law and
think about when they [the government] should implement a
law on the use of single use plastic,” said Lao.
“Since last year, the government hasn’t done much related
to this matter. Of course, they
had all these campaigns but if
the government will not lead [by
example], then businesses won’t
follow,” she added.
Retail locations have been displaying promotional materials
related to paid plastic bags and
would be posted within two years
of the law coming into effect.
Previously, the government
expressed that it expects to reduce the use of plastic bags by at
least 50% once the bill is implemented.
Research reports show that
each Macau resident uses 2.2
plastic bags per day on average.
In total, 450 million shopping
bags are used each year.
Lao urged that the government should also consider imposing a waste disposal levy to alert
large-scale businesses of their
waste levels.
In Hong Kong, the city is
pushing ahead with a mandatory
waste-charging scheme in a bid
to meet its rubbish reduction target for 2022.
“Macau lacks a good recycling
facility. We have to be serious
about this matter and we call for
a waste tax,” she added.

New policy to regulate dog walking
A

photograph showing
a new signboard
in the Flora Garden
banning dogs was posted
over the weekend on an
animal protection social
media group.
Members
of
the
groups left questions
about places where they

should walk their dogs.
The
photograph
came into the sight of
lawmaker Sulu Sou, who
immediately contacted
the Municipal Affairs Bureau, the administrator
of public parks and gardens, for clarification.
Sou received a reply

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

+ 4 Million page views
PER MONTH
Thank You!

+13,000 like us on facebook.com/mdtimes

on Saturday afternoon,
which pointed out that
where available, dogs
should be walked in the
dog walking area of public parks or gardens.
Meanwhile, dogs are
now banned in the children’s playground in the
Flora Garden due to a

child being bitten by a
dog there early this year.
However, dogs are still
allowed in other areas of
the garden.
The bureau added that
special
arrangements
will be made for other
species, where necessary. AL
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GP66

RENATO MARQUES

M

ICHAEL Rutter is
the winner of this
year’s Macau Motorcycle
Grand
Prix, extending his record to
nine wins at the Guia circuit.
Unlike his other wins, this
came from a late off-track decision by the racing secretariat
who decided to attribute the
victory to Rutter after the race
on Saturday afternoon was interrupted by red flags on two occasions.
After the second interruption,
due to a crash involving multiple
riders at the Police bend, the organizing committee decided not
to restart the race.
As there were no results or
victory attributed, teams and riders were expecting the race to
resume on Sunday where at least
seven or eight laps (out of 12)
could be completed.
But after some discussion
amongst organizers, the Macau
Grand Prix Organizing Committee (MGPOC) decided on a different approach, handing the
victory to Rutter based on the
results of the only lap fully raced
after the restart, a decision which did not make the riders and
teams very happy.
Several riders expressed their
disappointment with the decision not to reschedule the race
through social media platforms
while wishing those injured in
the accident a speedy recovery.
An MGPOC spokesperson
informed the media that there
were two main reasons for not
resuming the remaining part of
the race on Sunday. The first reason was that the program was
“too tight” with several races
happening on the last day of the
event; and the second was based
on a more technical matter, relating to tire allocation with the
MGPOC, as teams “had already
used all the tires available.”

RENATO MARQUES

‘No flavor’ win extends Rutter record

Three-time winner Peter Hickman, who led all the sessions
over the weekend as well as
during the race before both interruptions, told the media that
the decision from MGPOC was
very disappointing.
“It’s obviously very disappointing. […] To be honest, the
best decision [the organizing
committee] could have made
would have been to restart the
race. We didn’t come all the way
to just have the race canceled
[after two laps]; it’s just not right.
Overall, very disappointing,” Hickman said.
The rider had his first-place
position stripped in favor of his
teammate Rutter, who led only
for one lap after the restart. Hickman added that the justification provided based on tire allocation made no sense since the
organizers did not consult the
teams and riders to know if that
was, in fact, a problem.
“They didn’t even ask us. How

do they know? Even if we had no
new tires we could still run on
our old tires. It’s not a big deal,
especially if we run a five or six-lap race, instead of 12 laps,”
Hickman remarked.
Questioned by Times, a team
manager who wished to remain
anonymous agreed with Hickman, saying, “there is no problem with the tires. The tires are
not used and these are not qualifying tires (that wear out easily).
They can be cleaned and reheated back ready to race for seven or eight laps without a problem.” He also told the Times,
also adding that he does not
agree with the first justification
given since “there is a lot of space in the program [on Sunday].
The program of the racing days
is made very “loose,” giving a lot
of time in between races in case
there are red flags or damage to
the barriers that need some time
to be fixed,” he said. “Also you
have a lot of time, roughly two-

-hours or more in between the
GT race [FIA GT World Cup] and
the F3 race [FIA F3 World Cup].
If there are no delays or red flags, it takes roughly 30 minutes to
complete the laps that are missing,” he concluded saying that
the organizers could have also
decided to shorten the new race
in one or two laps to fit the race
well into Sunday’s program.
In Hickman’s opinion, the
fact that there was no victor immediately announced and no
prize award ceremony held also
harmed the opportunities for
sponsors’ exposure.
For a small part of the race,
Hickman came out from the
pole position and immediately
took the lead, opening a time
gap of seven seconds over Rutter.
David Johnson, Lee Johnson,
and Davey Todd followed closely. This was until Rob Hodson
crashed into the wall at the Faraway Hill, and behind him, Ma-

rek Cerveny let himself off his
bike to avoid hitting Hodson’s
bike, doubling the crash and
leading to the race stopping.
Both riders had no injuries
and managed to return to the
pits on their motorcycles from
the incident scene.
After a short break of cleaning
the track area, the race was restarted with a new grid. This was
when Rutter managed to overtake Hickman in the first turn.
At the first pass of the finish
line, Hickman was behind Rutter, and at the start of the third
lap he regained the first position
by braking into the Lisboa bend.
However, only a few seconds later, a second incident happened
at the Police bend involving six
riders, after which the red flags
were out again, and the race was
not resumed.
Of the six involved, three riders were brought to the hospital but no life-threatening injuries were registered.
Two of them, Derek Sheils
and Daniel Kruger were discharged from the hospital after a few
hours. Erno Kostamo was hospitalized for surgery on a vertebra.
According to the MGPOC, the
surgery went well and the rider
is already recovering.
The MGPOC said that the administrative decision of retracting the initial decision to not
announce a winner was based
on a clause of the regulation
that says that when a race is
restarted, there is no minimum
number of laps that must be
completed in order to attribute
a final classification, using the
classification after a single lap
to determine the final classification.
Rutter obtained his ninth win
in Macau, while Hickman was
second and the third was David
Johnson.
Davey Todd and Lee Johnson
completed the top 5 in a confusing Motorcycle GP.

Hotel occupancy at 90% during GP period
ANTHONY LAM

H

OTELS in Macau recorded an occupancy
rate of 90% during the first
two days of the Macau
Grand Prix (GP) period, at
an average price slightly
lower compared to the
same period last year.
Cheong Kin Chong,
vice president of the
Board of Directors of
the Macau Hoteliers and

Innkeepers Association,
expected the occupancy
rate for the last two days
of the GP period to be as
high.
He explained that the
races were attractive to
tourists from the neighboring regions, specifically car and racing enthusiasts and car dealers.
In addition to that,
the Macau Food Festival,
strategically coinciding

with the Macau Grand
Prix, was another catalyzing agent for the tourist
boost.
The average price for
hotel accommodation fell
slightly from same period
last year. Cheong explained it was caused by the
increase in supply. The
price fall amounted to
about 5%.
A night’s stay at a 4- to
5-star hotel during the

Grand Prix qualifier days
cost around MOP2,000.
For 2- to 3-star accommodations, the average charge was about MOP1,000
per night.
Information from the
Grand Prix organizing
body showed that 95% of
tickets were sold before
the commencement of the
official races.
Nonetheless, the tourism industry hoped that

facilities at the Hong Kong
-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge
could be further improved
to attract more tourists.
For example, direct
shuttle services should be
opened, connecting the
airside of the Hong Kong
International Airport and
the Macau checkpoint of
the bridge to facilitate a
more convenient transfer
for international tourists.
Meanwhile, a Hong

Kong-based car racing
themed travel agency has
plans to open its first shop
in Macau next year.
The owner introduced
that in many races around
the world, there are travel agencies that operate
dedicated trips for race
spectators.
He is confident in the
Macau market because
the company understands
the culture of the region.
In the future, besides
race trips, the agency will
make souvenirs appealing
to race spectators.
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JULIE ZHU

T

HE Macau SAR government
is suggesting that Macau’s
middle school students need
a broader and deeper education to develop their sense of
responsibility and love towards
the country.
On Friday, the Executive
Council (ExCo) reported the
completion of discussions on
Macau’s education framework
regulation amendment. The
amendment suggests that the
Macau SAR government should enhance history, geography,
visual art, and music education
towards local middle school
students.
According to Education and
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ)
Director Lou Pak Sang, the
subjects of history, geography,
visual art, and music are currently integrated into two subjects, namely “society and humanity” and “art”.
In total, society and humanity and art must be instructed
for more than 12,360 minutes.
Once subjects become independent, schools should spend
more than 5,440 and 6,920 minutes on geography and history
respectively. These two subjects will take the same amount

Macau middle schools want
more ‘love for the country’
of time to be lectured as their
current integrated counterpart.
When asked by the media
why the city’s middle school
students need more education
on their love and responsibility to the country, neither ExCo
spokesperson Leong Heng Teng
nor the DSEJ Director answered the question. Instead, they
explained that Macau’s education framework contains such a
requirement.
The regulation is expected to
be implemented in 2020/2021.
Currently, a total of 15
schools have not set up these subjects separately. Twelve
schools expressed their willingness to enact the change, stating that in the upcoming
school year they will have begun teaching these subjects separately.
The three other schools, which are foreign language schools,
also expressed their willingness
to cooperate in spite of difficulties concerning the number of
teachers.
According to the city’s high

school subjects’ regulation of
2017, it is clearly stated that
economy, law, politics, history,
geography, society, culture and
philosophy are to be included
in the humanity subject.
However, just one year later,
in 2018, the high school subjects’ regulations were amended
to suggest deleting philosophy,
society, law and economy from
basic knowledge requirements.
The ExCo also completed a
discussion on the regulation
concerning subsidies to allow
Macau residents to have medical insurance in Zhuhai.
The subsidies program was
announced earlier last June,
together with the announcement of the medical insurance
program for Macau residents
who live in Hengqin. As previously reported, the Macau
local government will use public money to subsidize Macau
residents who live in Zhuhai by
paying 410 patacas to the insurance account of qualified Macau residents who join Zhuhai’s
medical insurance.

Gov’t ombudsman wraps up
investigation on GBA bureau head
ANTHONY LAM

T

HE Commission Against
Corruption concluded
that the employment practice of the Policy Research
and Regional Development
Bureau (DSEPDR) has flaws,
among other allegations.
The de-facto government ombudsman of Macau has finished the investigation into the allegations
directed at the head of the
DSEPDR, which included
breaking down research
projects to evade public
tender opening, conducting
site excursion abundantly,
and smoking in the office,
among others. The allegations were made in the form
of a complaint letter to the
Commission in June.
The Commission conceded that some of the allegations were outside their
authority, while others were
not strictly speaking illegal.
Nepotism was one of the
allegations. The head of the
bureau, Mi Jian, was criticized for hiring his own research students to work at
the bureau through individual labor contracts. These

Mi Jian

employment arrangements
concerned the six researchers noted in the letter.
The Commission found
out that the six researchers
were, before being hired by
the bureau, connected with
Mi in some ways.
Testifying for the investigation, bureau employees
pointed out that the caliber
required of researchers is
exceptionally high. Not only
should they hold at least a

Ph.D. degree and relevant
work experiences, they will
also undergo a strict background check.
The minimum education
requirement for senior public servant (“técnico superior”) hiring is a Bachelor’s
degree. The bureau hence
was not able to acquire the
right people. After consulting with the Administration
and Public Service Bureau,
the DSEPDR decided to

bypass the Central Employment Mechanism.
It was the same practice
for the predecessor of the
bureau, the Policy Research Office. However, Mi reiterated to the Commission
that both the Office and the
Bureau would look to local
candidates first. Only when
they could not find the right
candidates would they turn
to non-Macau candidates.
The Commission thus
concluded that the employment procedure of the
bureau was flawed in the
sense of lacking fairness and
transparency, despite not
being illegal.
Furthermore, the Commission found out that employees hired through the
DSEPDR “channel” included those in the administration and finance division.
In this respect, the Commission did not see sufficient
evidence supporting the
waiver of Central Employment. In conclusion, the
Commission thought the
bureau should review its
employment procedures to
eliminate the abuse of the
waiver condition.

Leong Heng Teng, ExCo

HKZMB logistics
facilities under
planning

A

BIDING with urban planning rules is a must
for the logistics facilities at the Macau side of
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, Office of
the Secretary for Security pointed out, in response to lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong’s interpellation.
A piece of land location on the reclamation has
been reserved for logistics facilities. In June, the
Chief Executive instructed the Customs to commence work on the planning.
In October, the Land, Transport and Public
Works Bureau reminded the Customs that the
construction must follow rules stipulated in the
Urban Planning Law. Therefore, the Customs is
now waiting for the overall urban plan to be issued.
The tender winner will be required to build
provisional facilities before the permanent ones
to respond to the urgent needs of the industry.
In addition, the tender will be administered under the “Design-Build-Operate-Transfer” model.
The tender winner will need to eventually transfer
the ownership back to the government after a certain period of operation. Similar projects include
the cross-harbor tunnels in Hong Kong. AL
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STAFF REPORTER

A

N alumnus of the
Pui Ching Middle School has
allegedly
been
threatened after petitioning
against social media posts
believed to be written by a
teacher of the school.
The event was first
unearthed on a social media influencer page. Several
screenshots were posted
on the page, saying that a
teacher at the Pui Ching
Middle School made hate
comments on the situation
in Hong Kong. The name of
the user making the original
posts was censored.
In one of the screenshots, it is stated that “an ultimatum [was given] to the
protesters, also known as
the cockroaches or the righteous: if you don’t dismiss
and in turn obstruct my travel plans, I will take revenge
on you – an eye for an eye –
up to 10 folds.”
The social media influencer wrote in another
post that some alumni of
the school joined together
and petitioned against
such hate comments to the
school.
In the petition letter, the
group of alumni cited the
motto of the 130-year-old

Macau school alumnus allegedly
threatened after petitioning
school, which emphasizes
benevolence and righteousness.
The alumni found the
violence-inciting comments to be “disappointing and
regrettable.” They reiterated
that they respect freedom of
expression as far as rational
comments are concerned.
At the end of the letter,
they asked the school to respond to the teacher’s comment and ensure an objective and reasoned attitude
in discussing the issue.
The social media influencer then reported that
the teacher had threatened
an alumnus who posted an
open letter condemning the
teacher’s post and calling
for its deletion. Otherwise,
the teacher will “take the
case to a Criminal Court,
suing [the alumnus] for defaming [the teacher].” Such
threats were allegedly made
via phone calls and mobile
messages.
The open letter was re-

ported to have been deleted
by the alumnus, who hoped
to resume a peaceful life.
In September, the head
of the Education and Youth Affairs Bureau, Lou Pak
Sang, told a press tea gathering that the bureau did
not want teachers to bring
political requests into campuses, especially to influence students with their own
political ideas and understandings.
Meanwhile, local public
broadcaster TDM reported that the school had refused to comment on this
particular case, while the
education regulator reminded teachers to “adhere to
the professional ethics and
conduct of teachers, and focus on educational works.”
On the other hand, the
vice head of the bureau,
Kong Chi Meng, said so far
there has been no record of
severe psychological disturbance caused by the incidents in Hong Kong.

The alumni petition letter
ad
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VENETIAN

LYNZY VALLES

I

MMERSIVE visual arts collective teamLab is set to open
a permanent museum at The
Venetian Macao in February
2020. Named teamLab SuperNature, the museum will present a
series of installations and digital
artworks that is only premiered in
Macau.
teamLab SuperNature will offer
a digital-only, constantly evolving
“body immersive” space, a world
of artworks that blur the boundaries between the human body and
art.
Currently, teamLab has two
permanent museums in Singapore, two in Tokyo and one in
Shanghai that was just recently
opened.
In an exclusive interview, the
founder of teamLab, Toshiyuki
Inoko, said that the museum that
will be placed in the city is the
fourth largest museum the company will build.
“We have the teamLab Borderless museums in Shanghai and in
Tokyo. However, the one that we
are going to launch here will have
a different concept from that,”
said Inoko.
“It is rather closer to teamLab
Planets, which is another museum in Tokyo, where visitors
will be immersed in extremely
immense artworks with their entire bodies. This will be a group
of artworks and extremely large
artworks – that is going to be the

MASATO MORIYAMA

teamLab to open in February
launching new ‘immersive artworks’

Toshiyuki Inoko, Forest of Lamps

uniqueness of this exhibit,” he added.
teamLab SuperNature aims to
make the boundaries between the
body and the artwork ambiguous,
and transform the relationships
between oneself, others, and the
world into something continuous.
teamLab SuperNature will also
include new ‘Future Park’ and
‘Athletics Forest’ areas.
Future Park is an educational project and amusement park

based on the concept of collaborative creation or co-creation.
Inoko noted that teamLab aims
to explore the idea of co-creation
among children dubbing this segment as the “school of the future.”
“We are going to install that
area permanently but that will be
extremely large and immersive.
The size of it is something that we
have never created,” said Inoko.
Meanwhile, Athletics Forest is a
creative athletic space that helps

train spatial awareness – which
the company also dubbed as a
“future physical athletic space.”
It develops the body as well as
the brain, based on the concept of
understanding the three-dimensionality of the world through the
body.
Explaining more on the installations that the public can expect, the founder said that they
are experimenting with an installation of floating cloud mass

through which a person can walk.
“This is a very new experience
for humanity. It will be an unprecedented experience that we are
exploring right now. We are experimenting with it in Tokyo. We
always rent out a huge warehouse
to do the experiments,” he said.
“An artwork that is [also] going
to premier for the first time is this
sculpture of the collection of the
plains that is made of lights. That
is something that we have never
created before. Never-before-seen artworks are going to premier here,” said Inoko.
The founder also stressed that
the team’s large concepts are
always defined from the start –
however, its project goal tends to
remain unclear. The whole team
then needs to repeat the process
of creating prototypes, experimenting, and thinking more finely as they progress.
teamLab SuperNature will be
housed in Cotai Expo Hall F, with
5,000 square meters of floor space.
With eight meter-high ceilings
throughout, the company pledged that the space will turn into
an “extremely complex, three-dimensional world across varying
elevations, featuring immersive
and compelling artworks.”
teamLab has been the subject
of numerous exhibitions at venues worldwide, including New
York, London, Paris, Singapore,
Silicon Valley, Beijing, Taipei, and
Melbourne.

DSE adjusts subsidy repayment due to economic downturn
JULIE ZHU

T

O support the financial
difficulties that small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) may face
in response to the recent
economic downturn, the
government has introduced short-term measures
to adjust the repayment of
various financial support
schemes.
Companies that have
previously obtained government loans through three
schemes – including SME
financial support, youth
entrepreneurship financial
support, or special financial
support to SMEs affected by
Typhoon Hato – are eligible
to apply for an adjustment
of repayments.
Eligible parties can reduce the amount of the latest

Lau Wai Meng (middle)

unpaid loan down to 1,000
patacas. The remaining
balance will be averaged in
the remaining repayment
period. The Macao Economic Bureau (DSE) estimates that about 9,000 loan

cases will be eligible for
short-term measures.
During a press conference on Friday, Lau Wai
Meng, deputy director of
DSE, said that recently, due
to the uncertainties of the

global economy, Macau’s
economy has experienced
short-term
fluctuations
and downward pressure.
Moreover, the bureau recently learned that all sectors face different levels of

difficulty.
In order to assist and support SMEs in coping with
possible financial difficulties, under the framework
of the existing administrative regulations for various
financial support schemes,
short-term measures to
adjust the repayment of
various assistance schemes
were introduced.
The measures are only
applicable to repayments
whose deadline is December 30, 2020. Each beneficiary company can apply
for a maximum of two adjustments. If a company is
in the final period of repayment then it cannot apply
for the relevant measures.
According to Lau, as of
October 31, a total of 17,666
loans were granted concerning the three schemes.

The applications received
a total of 5.26 billion patacas. Approximately 10,005
applications are still within
the repayment period. The
loan balance is 2.66 billion
patacas.
In 2018, Macau was hit
by Typhoon Mongkhut. To
ease the economic impact
of the typhoon, the bureau
introduced similar adjustment and repayment measures.
Up to the closing date
of applications, in July, a
total of 56 applications
for adjusting repayments
were received. Around 42
were approved, involving
a balance of 17.37 million.
The remaining 14 were not
approved mainly because it
could not be verified if they
had been affected by the
typhoon.
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Chinese troops join
HK cleanup as
protesters retreat
C

earlier during the protests that it
could deploy them, though technically it would have to be requested
by Hong Kong’s government.
Doing so, however, would incur
international criticism and revive
memories of the army’s bloody crackdown on pro-democracy protesters at Tiananmen Square in 1989.
Police advanced toward the protesters at Polytechnic with tear gas
around 10:30 p.m. After a hiatus,
police and protesters traded volleys
of tear gas and gasoline bombs as
the clash extended past midnight.
Earlier, there were scattered incidents of protesters arguing with
people clearing roadways, and in
one instance, throwing a gasoline
bomb near City University of Hong
Kong.
Protesters also massed near
Hong Kong University in the evening to try to block a main road
again, but they were stopped by police firing pepper-spray balls.
Traffic disruptions continued
to plague parts of Hong Kong, and
schools and universities remained closed in the city of 7.5 million
people. Now in their sixth month,
the anti-government protests have
grown increasingly violent even as
they have shrunk in size, often causing chaos in the streets.
Universities have become the
focus of the protests in the past
week and the main battleground
between pro-democracy activists
and the police. The presidents of
nine universities issued a joint statement late Friday calling on the
government to resolve the political
deadlock and restore safety and public order.
“No political viewpoint gives a
license to damage property, employ
physical threats, or use violence
against individuals,” the statement
read in part. “It is regrettable that
societal disagreement has led to
university campuses becoming
major political battlefields, and that
the government response has so far
not been effective.” AP

AP PHOTO

HINESE troops came out of the
barracks in Hong Kong on Saturday — not to quell protests but
to help clean up.
It was a rare public appearance
by the People’s Liberation Army on
the streets of the semi-autonomous
territory, where the local government’s inability to end more than
five months of often violent protest
has fueled speculation that Beijing
could deploy its troops.
The Hong Kong government said
that it had not requested the military’s assistance in the cleanup,
describing it as a voluntary community activity.
Running in formation with
brooms instead of rifles, they chanted in military cadence before
joining street cleaners removing
debris near Hong Kong Baptist University, where police fired tear gas at
protesters earlier this week.
Most anti-government protesters left Hong Kong’s universities
after occupying them for about a
week. Police were facing off late
Saturday night with a group that remained in and around Hong Kong
Polytechnic University in an apparent attempt to flush them out.
For a city now accustomed to
fierce weekend clashes between
police and protesters, Hong Kong
had a relatively quiet Saturday.
Small contingents of protesters
harassed some of those cleaning
up, and those at Polytechnic kept a
major cross-harbor tunnel closed.
About 1,000 people turned out for
an annual Gay Pride event in the
center of the city.
Dozens of Chinese troops, dressed in black shorts and olive drab
T-shirts, came out from a nearby
barracks to pick up paving stones,
rocks and other obstacles that had
cluttered the street and prevented
traffic from flowing. Hong Kong
riot police kept watch from nearby
streets.
China, which maintains a garrison of about 10,000 soldiers in Hong
Kong, publicly noted several times

People’s Liberation Army soldiers, with brooms, arrive to clean up the protest area at
Hong Kong Baptist University

AP PHOTO
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HONG KONG PROTESTS

Officer hit by arrow;
police fire water cannons
KEN MORITSUGU,
HONG KONG

A

Hong Kong police
officer was hit in
the leg by an arrow
yesterday as authorities used tear gas and
water cannons to try to drive
back protesters occupying a
university campus and blocking a major road tunnel
under the city’s harbor.
Police said the arrow struck a media liaison officer
and he was taken to a hospital. Photos on the department’s Facebook page show
the arrow sticking out of the
back of the officer’s lower leg
through his pants.
The protesters held their
ground for most of the day,
as water cannon trucks
drove over bricks and nails
strewn by protesters to spray
them at close range. They
began retreating into Hong
Kong Polytechnic University near sunset, fearing they
would be trapped as police
fired tear gas volleys and
approached from the opposite direction.
The use of bows and arrows, along with a gasoline
bombs launched with catapults, threatened to escalate the violence in the more
than five-month-long anti-government movement.
Protesters are trying to keep
the pressure on Hong Kong

leaders, who have rejected
most of their demands.
The protests were sparked
by proposed legislation that
would have allowed the extradition of criminal suspects to the mainland. Activists
saw it as an erosion of Hong
Kong’s autonomy under the
“one country, two systems”
formula implemented in
1997, when Britain returned
the territory to China.
The bill has been withdrawn, but the protests
have expanded into a wider resistance movement
against what is perceived as
the growing control of Hong
Kong by Communist China,
along with calls for full democracy for the territory.
Yesterday’s daytime faceoff came after a pitched
battle at night in which the
two sides exchanged tear gas
and gasoline bombs that left
fires blazing in the street.
Many protesters retreated
inside the Polytechnic campus, where they have barricaded entrances and set up
narrow access control points.
A large group of people arrived in the morning
to try to clean up the road
but were warned away by
protesters. Riot police shot
several volleys of tear gas
at the protesters, who sheltered behind a wall of umbrellas and threw gasoline

bombs into nearby bushes
and trees, setting them on
fire.
The water cannons arrived in the early afternoon,
one using blue-dyed water
to drench the protesters.
Protesters have largely
retreated from occupations
of several major campuses
they held last week, except
for the contingent at Polytechnic. That group is also
blocking access to one of the
three main road tunnels that
link Hong Kong Island with
the rest of the city.
Another group threw bricks in the street to blocked
a main thoroughfare in the
Mongkok district, as police
fired tear gas to try to disperse them. The disruption
to Nathan Road may have
been an attempt to distract
police during the standoff at
Polytechnic.
Opposition
lawmakers
criticized the Chinese military for joining a cleanup to
remove debris from streets
near Hong Kong Baptist University on Saturday.
The Education Bureau announced that classes from
kindergarten to high school
would be suspended again
today because of safety concerns. Classes have been
canceled since Thursday,
after the bureau came under
criticism for not doing so
earlier. AP
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EDUCATION

ALFRED LIU, LULU YILUN CHEN
& BEI HU

A

T Hong Kong’s most prestigious
local schools, the admissions
process can be brutally competitive. Demand for openings almost
always exceeds supply, and children
from the city’s upper echelons often
get rejected.
But as pro-democracy demonstrations in Hong Kong intensify,
some financial professionals who
once coveted such schools for their
kids are now steering them away.
With children as young as 11 getting arrested for participating in the
protests, these parents - a mix of
Hong Kongers and mainland Chinese - are worried that the city’s local system of government-run and
subsidized schools has become far
too politicized.
“We wanted our kid to focus on
his education instead of becoming
political,” said Janey Cheng, 34, who
works in the insurance industry and
recently scrapped plans to get her
son into a highly competitive local
school. She sent him to a private international one instead.
Interviews with other Hong
Kong parents and education consultants suggest Cheng has plenty
of company. ITS Educational Services Ltd., which helps families
apply to schools, has seen a 30%
surge in inquiries and applications to Hong Kong international
schools and overseas boarding
schools over the past year. At least
a dozen families from mainland
China who had planned to educate their children in Hong Kong are
now looking at boarding schools
in Thailand and Singapore, said

Anne Murphy, an ITS director.
Hong Kong’s schoolkids have
played a major role in the city’s pro-democracy movement, winning
praise from supporters who
applaud their civic engagement at
an unusually young age. But as the
protests grow more violent and rhetoric on both sides of the political divide turns more extreme, an increasing number of parents are taking
steps to insulate their children. While Hong Kong offers a wide variety of
education options, the city’s schools
can be broadly divided into two categories: local and international.
Local schools include those run
by Hong Kong’s government as well
as some private institutions that offer a government-recommended
curriculum. Many of the teachers
are from Hong Kong and classes are
at least partially conducted in Cantonese.
International schools tend to
follow an international baccalaureate curriculum or are modeled
after overseas education systems like
those of Britain
and America. They
usually have a higher proportion of
expat students and
teachers and are
generally viewed
as less influenced
by local politics.
They’re also a lot
more expensive: the annual fee for
primary-aged students at the prestigious Chinese International School
exceeds HK$200,000 ($25,500).
Parents cite varied reasons for
growing wary of the local system.
For some, particularly those from

AP PHOTO

Hong Kong financial elites shun
local schools as protests mount

mainland China, the worry is that
their kids will be pressured by peers
and teachers to join the protests
and risk being ostracized if they
don’t.
“I’ve seen kids holding up signs
against the police, but they are too
young to understand politics,” said
Li, a 36-year-old insurance broker
who is among the roughly 1 million
people who’ve moved to Hong Kong

ce,” said Li, who asked that her full
name not be used because the topic
is sensitive.
School administrators have been
trying to prevent political tensions
from spilling into their classrooms,
but they haven’t always been successful, said Chiu Cheung Ki, chairman of the Hong Kong Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Council.
The city’s education bureau disclosed last month
that it received 58
complaints
between mid-June
and mid-September about teacher
conduct related to
the protests. It said
two cases were
substantiated, five
weren’t, and the
rest were under investigation.
Students at local schools have
organized strikes, sit-ins and human chains on campuses, and in
some cases have risked their lives
in front-line clashes with police. Of
the 3,440 protest-linked arrests be-

”These young [protestors],

especially many of those in
secondary schools, they are
doing very well in their exams.
JOSEPH CHENG
PROFESSOR, CUHK

from mainland China over the past
two decades. She’s applying to eight
international schools for her 4-year-old son next year.
“I fear that the local teachers
would spread ideas to the young
children with their own prejudi-

tween June 9 and Nov. 7, police data
show that 208 - or 6% - involved
children under 16. Last month, an
18-year-old student was shot near
the chest and a 14-year-old took a
bullet in the thigh.
“They learn from online forums
about how to negotiate with teachers and schools for permission
to go on strike and also how to influence their classmates,” said John
Tang, who teaches at a local secondary school where kids between 16
and 17 are the most active protest
participants. “Students who don’t
agree with this kind of behavior
don’t talk about it, because it’s almost impossible to have discussions these days. The more radical
students will shout and scold you if
they can’t win over a debate.”
To many observers, the students’ political engagement is impressive. “These young people, especially many of those in secondary
schools, they are doing very well in
their exams and they can have bright futures to go to good universities and become doctors or lawyers
and yet they are putting themselves
out there,” said Joseph Cheng, a
professor at the City University of
Hong Kong and a pro-democracy
activist.
Thomas Chang, 34, who works
at a foreign-exchange brokerage
in Hong Kong, prefers to shield his
children from the city’s divisive climate. He considered sending his
younger daughter to a local school
before the protests escalated, but
has since opted for the international system and wants his kids to
attend university overseas. “I don’t
want my kids to be affected,” Chang
said. BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
Melco sweeps four awards at the
2019 edition of Stelliers Greater China

Melco Resorts & Entertainment announced it has
swept four awards at the
2019 edition of Stelliers
Greater China. Launched in
2014 and formerly known
as The Hotelier Awards, Stelliers is the only accolade in
Asia that honors the dedicated professionals of the hotel

industry, celebrating “the
outstanding achievements
of individuals’ professional
excellence across the sector.”
The four award winners
recognized were Raquel
Nogueira, Vice President
of Human Resources, City
of Dreams Macau, for the

Human Resources category; Perry Yuen, Vice President of VIP Services and F&B
Gaming Operations, City of
Dreams Macau, for the Food
& Beverage category; Wilson
Fam, Executive Chef of Morpheus, City of Dreams, for
the Chef category; and Joe
Yang, Hotel Sommelier of
Altira Macau, for the Sommelier/ Mixologist category,
according to a note released
by Melco last week.
Commenting on the accolades, Lawrence Ho, Chairman & CEO of Melco said,
“This is another wonderful
achievement for the Melco team and we extend our
congratulations to our four
winners being recognized by
Stelliers for their excellence
and professionalism in the
field of hospitality” and extended his compliments to
“all our employees’ dedication and hard work.”

Sands Resorts launches Winter Extravaganza

Sands Resorts Macao got the
festive season off to a start last
week with an unveiling event
for Christmas trees and decorations at The Venetian Macao
and The Parisian Macao, “along
with superb entertainment,”
the company said in a release.
Guests and visitors can enjoy
the celebrations until January 2,
while a wide range of seasonal

dining, accommodation and
shopping offers are also available until January 10, 2020.
Wilfred Wong, President of
Sands China Ltd., and Ricky
Hoi, Acting Director of the
Macao Government Tourism Office, which is supporting the Winter Extravaganza
programme, officiated the
event. The launch included a

state-of-the-art 3D light and
sound show as a tribute to the
20th anniversary of the establishment of the Macao Special
Administrative Region, projecting festive themed images
onto The Venetian Macao’s
43,000-square-feet façade
every 30 minutes nightly.
Other attractions include a
50-foot inverted tree hanging
from the ceiling in the lobby
rotunda of The Parisian Macao,
inspired by the original at the
famous Galerie Lafayette department store in Paris, which
will make a unique backdrop
over the festive season.
At The Venetian Macao’s lagoon area, another tree was
officially revealed alongside
enchanting decorations, including a Christmas train, ‘The
Venetian Express’, featuring
Santa and his grotto ready to
welcome visitors.
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T

HE mainland Chinese
students arriving from
Hong Kong huddled
with their suitcases,
waiting for a bus to take them
to temporary accommodation
in this city across the border
from the protest-wracked territory.
“We’ve just escaped,” said
one postgraduate student,
among a dozen from the Hong
Kong University of Science and
Technology.
After anti-government demonstrators barricaded university campuses this week,
hundreds of Chinese students
retreated to the mainland city
of Shenzhen, where the ruling
Communist Party’s Youth League promised them a “warm
home.”
The party organization said
in a notice this week that mainland students could stay free-of-charge at one of 12 designated youth hostels in the southern Chinese city less than 30
kilometers from the chaos.
The postgraduate student
said he feared for his safety after black-clad demonstrators
beat up a classmate. Protesters
have written online that they
would break into mainland students’ dorms and professors’
offices to check for Chinese flags.
“The situation has gradually

The flag of China’s Communist Youth League is seen on a sign at the entrance of
a youth hostel in Shenzhen that is offering free temporary lodging to mainland
Chinese students enrolled in Hong Kong schools

deteriorated,” he said. “It’s escalated from intimidation to
threats. Everyone worries that
he or she will be the next target.”
He and other students spoke
on condition of anonymity because they feared being harassed by protesters, who have
posted the private information
of Hong Kong police officers
and their family members online.
On the other side, social media users have publicly identified mainland Chinese who expressed sympathy for the protest movement.
Even as Chinese media such

as the nationalistic Global Times newspaper described students fleeing campus “war zones,” Chinese authorities are
tightly controlling the narrative
and official notices about free
housing don’t even mention the
protests.
The Chinese University of
Hong Kong has a Shenzhen
campus that is giving lodging
to fleeing students and CUHK
alumni working in Hong Kong.
A teacher said they had received orders not to discuss the
program publicly.
“We’re trying to be low-key,”
said the teacher, who spoke on
condition of anonymity becau-

se she was not authorized to
talk to the media.
“We don’t want to give the
impression that we’re separate from Hong Kong,” she said.
“This is just temporary. At the
end of the day, we’re still all one
family.”
A former British colony,
Hong Kong was returned to
China in 1997 under the framework of “one country, two
systems,” which promises the
territory certain rights and
freedoms not afforded to the
mainland.
The protests began in June
with hundreds of thousands
marching peacefully against
a now-withdrawn extradition
bill that would have allowed
Hong Kong residents to be sent
to stand trial in the mainland.
That outrage at the bill was triggered in part by sentiment that
Beijing is increasingly encroaching on the territory’s freedoms.
The fact that students are
taking shelter from the tumult
in Hong Kong presents a conundrum for the central government, both because Hong
Kong is part of China and because Beijing has portrayed the
protesters as a fringe group,
with most of the population
opposed to them.
The
Chinese
University
Shenzhen campus received
600 applications over two days
from students seeking free hou-

TIFFANY LI

Chinese real estate heiress who posted
$35M bail acquitted of murder
JANIE HAR,
SAN FRANCISCO

A

San Francisco Bay Area
real estate heiress who
was under house arrest on
$35 million bail for more
than two years plans to reconnect with her children
and visit family in China
after a jury acquitted her of
killing the father of her kids,
her attorney said over the
weekend [Macau time].
After deliberating for 12
days, jurors found Tiffany
Li not guilty on charges of
murder and conspiring with
her boyfriend to kill 27-year-old Keith Green in 2016
over a custody dispute.
The case drew global at-

tention when Li’s family,
who made a fortune in real
estate construction in China, posted one of the highest
bail amounts on record in
the United States.
Li wept as the verdicts
were read and rushed out
of the building afterward.
Jurors deadlocked on murder and conspiracy charges against Li’s co-defendant and boyfriend, Kaveh
Bayat.
Attorney Geoffrey Carr
said Li plans to travel to see
family in China and strengthen her relationship with
her children. She plans on
bettering herself as a person, he said.
“Any time any defendant

is found not guilty in a serious crime, they’re (given)
a gift by somebody — I don’t
believe in God, but somebody — and they should pay
attention,” Carr said.
He bristled at a question
that Li’s immense wealth
allowed her to build a strong
defense team that secured the not-guilty verdict.
Carr said the team of three
lawyers and four investigators would have worked just
as diligently had they been
appointed by a judge to a
poor defendant.
San Mateo County District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe said jurors gave “their
heart and soul” to the decision.

“Obviously disappointed,
obviously we don’t agree,”
he said. “But as we always
say, this is how the jury system works, and we respect
the jury for what it does.”
Prosecutors said Li lured Green, her former boyfriend, to her mansion in
Hillsborough, south of San
Francisco, to discuss custody of their children. They
say Bayat shot Green in the
mouth and the two hired
a friend to dispose of the
body.
Prosecutors presented
evidence that Green’s blood
was found in Li’s Mercedes
and gunshot residue was
discovered in her garage.
Li’s attorneys argued that

sing. Several university alumni
associations were offering similar programs.
The Communist Youth League is using an existing “Grad
Home” program, which was
established in 2013 for recent
graduates seeking jobs in the
tech hub. They are housed in
small hotels and hostels across
the city.
At a “Grad Home” in Shenzhen’s Futian district, boxes of
water bottles were stacked in a
lobby where a handful of red-vested staffers eagerly greeted
visitors with the question: “Are
you a mainland student from
Hong Kong?”
Staffers at three hostels said
they had received a directive
from the Shenzhen Communist Youth League not to accept
media interviews, though they
said the league had arranged
previous interviews with Chinese media.
A woman who answered the
phone at the Communist Youth
League said she was not aware of any media reports about
the program and refused to
give permission to interview
workers at the hostels.
Youth League members intercepted AP journalists when
they tried to approach mainland students outside the hostels.
“This is a sensitive time,” one
said. “Please understand how
the students might feel.” AP
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YANAN WANG, SHENZHEN
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Chinese students head to mainland,
fleeing Hong Kong unrest

Tiffany Li arrives at the courthouse in Redwood City, California

Green was killed in a botched kidnapping plot and
that she had nothing to do
with his death. She had settled the custody issues with
her former boyfriend, they
said.
Green’s body was found
along a dirt road north of
San Francisco nearly two
weeks after he was last seen
meeting with Li about their
children. The pair met arou-

nd 2009.
The prosecution faced
a setback earlier this month when its chief witness,
Olivier Adella, was arrested
on charges of contacting an
ex-girlfriend and witness for
the defense. Adella was expected to testify that Li and
Bayat asked him to dispose
of Green’s body, but prosecutors did not call him as a
witness. AP
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President Tsai office in Taipei sent a statement yesterday asking China to “cherish” “peace and stability” with Taiwan and elsewhere in the region

Chinese carrier fleet
passes near rival Taiwan
RALPH JENNINGS, TAIPEI

A

Chinese aircraft carrier fleet
passed near Taiwan yesterday, prompting the self-governing island to scramble ships
and jets to monitor the situation.
Taiwan’s defense ministry said
the southbound Chinese fleet
passed into the Taiwan Strait but

stayed on China’s side of the waterway that separates the island
from China.
The ministry said Taiwan
scrambled ships and jets to monitor the fleet.
U.S. and Japanese ships were
also following the Chinese fleet,
the ministry said without giving
details.

China has passed aircraft carriers into the strait since Taiwan
President Tsai lng-wen took office in 2016. China resents Tsai for
declining to see Taiwan and China as parts of the same country
and resents her improved relations with Washington.
“We ask that our citizens not
worry,” the defense ministry said

in a statement via social media.
The last voyage through the
strait by a Chinese aircraft carrier was in June.
“It has strong implications,
especially for Japan and Taiwan,
that China will conduct a regular
patrol in this region,” said Andrew Yang, secretary-general of
the Chinese Council of Advanced Policy Studies in Taiwan.
“Taiwan would need to reinforce its asymmetric defense
capabilities so as to deter the
ongoing Chinese military upgrades,” Yang said.
Asymmetric defense refers to

use of strategy or unconventional arms to hold back an enemy
with more overall strength.
China has the world’s third-largest armed forces compared to
Taiwan at No. 22, as ranked by
the GlobalFirePower.com database.
The Taiwan Strait is a heavily
trafficked waterway, but China
pays special attention to activity there by foreign navies. A
U.S. cruiser passed through the
Taiwan Strait on Nov. 12, the U.S.
Navy said in a tweet. That passage was the ninth so far this year
for the United States, Taiwan’s
government-run Central News
Agency reported.
China has condemned previous U.S. voyages in the Taiwan
Strait as meddling in the China-Taiwan issue. The second
carrier is probably aimed to deterring U.S. “intervention”, Yang
said.
The presidential office in Taipei sent a statement yesterday
asking China to “cherish” “peace
and stability” with Taiwan and
elsewhere in the region.
The fleet seen was escorting
China’s first entirely home-built
aircraft carrier, the ministry statement said. It had sailed from
a shipyard in northern China
where it was being constructed.
Work on the homegrown vessel
began in 2013, the Chinese defense ministry website says.
China and Taiwan have been
separately ruled since the Chinese civil war of the 1940s, when
Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalists
lost to the Communists and rebased their government on the
island 160 kilometers away. AP

A

N outspoken Australian parliamentarian
said that he and a colleague
have been barred entry to
China for a study trip, a development he said was concerning.
Sen. James Paterson said
he and Rep. Andrew Hastie
were due to take part in a
study tour next month in
Beijing organized by China
Matters, an Australia-based
think-tank. He said the Chinese Embassy in Canberra
informed China Matters
last week that the pair would not be allowed to enter
the country.
Paterson has spoken out
about human rights abuses
against minority Muslim
Uighurs in China’s Xinjiang
region and the ongoing
protests in Hong Kong, while Hastie in August was rebuked by Beijing after comparing the West’s handling
of China’s rise to the failure
to contain Nazi Germany.

COURTESY TSMH

Australian MP says he and colleague barred entry to China

Liberal MP Andrew Hastie (left) and Senator James Paterson

“It’s hard to conclude
anything other than our
criticisms of the Chinese
Communist Party has resulted in us not being welcome,” Paterson told The
Associated Press.

“It’s concerning China
feels that people who have
been publicly critical of the
Chinese Communist Party are not welcome to visit
and learn from China,” he
added.

The Chinese Embassy
in Australia issued a statement saying “the Chinese
people do not welcome
those who make unwarranted attacks, want only
(to) exert pressure on Chi-

na, challenge China’s sovereignty, disrespect China’s
dignity and undermine
mutual trust between China and Australia”.
“As long as the people concerned genuinely
repent and redress their
mistakes, view China with
objectivity and reason,
respect China’s system and
mode of development chosen by the Chinese people,
the door of dialogue and
exchanges will always remain open,” the embassy
spokesperson said.
Resource-rich Australia
relies on China for one-third of its export earnings, but relations have been
frosty with accusations of
the Chinese Communist
Party meddling in Australia’s democratic system.
Paterson, a member of
the conservative Liberal
Party representing Victoria, denied the “complex”
relationship with China

had hit a nadir.
“I really value Australia’s
relationship with China.
There are very positive aspects but there are difficult
aspects too because we do
have different value systems,” he said.
Hastie is a member of
the Liberal Party, which
leads the governing coalition. He believed the incident was not reflective
of the Australian government.
“We’re both backbenchers so the things we say
aren’t necessarily the views
of the government and
that’s clear,” he said.
Paterson said it was unlikely the study tour could
be rescheduled.
“It is disappointing because it would have been
an opportunity for good-faith dialogue,” he said.
“I won’t be discouraged
or deterred from speaking
out on these issues.” AP
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SRI LANKA

China-friendly strongmen
clinch victory in election

ANUSHA ONDAATJIE

AP PHOTO

A

family of strongmen
who tilted Sri Lanka
toward a deep reliance
on China clinched victory in a tightly-fought presidential election, as voting showed the
country remains divided down
ethnic lines.
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa won
52.3% of the votes, while ruling
alliance candidate Sajith Premadasa had 42% at the final count,
according to the Election Commission of Sri Lanka. There were
a record 35 candidates in the
election.
Rajapaksa, 70, secured his win
by capturing votes in Sinhala-Buddhist southern provinces, while
Premadasa had large majorities
in the Tamil-dominated north.
“The early results looks like
it’s going to leave Sri Lanka very
polarized, especially on the north-south divide,” said Akhil Bery,
South Asia analyst at risk consultancy Eurasia Group. “It’s incumbent on Gotabhaya to prove that
he can bridge the gap, but past
indicators make it unlikely.”
In a speech after he was declared winner, Rajapaksa said he
intends to be a leader for all Sri
Lankans.
“I am fully cognizant that I
have to serve all Sri Lankans, irrespective of race and religion,
for those who voted for me and
those who did not,” Gotabhaya
said.
Minority Tamil and Muslim
groups together form about 25%
of the country’s population, and
had been crucial for Premadasa,
52.
“There is a genuine sense of
fear about what a Gotabhaya
presidency means for minorities,
and it will be up to him to show
that he is indeed looking to the
future and healing the wounds of
the past,” Bery said.
Rajapaksa, a former defense
secretary, made national security
his key campaign platform. He
rode the tide of growing disillusionment that grew after deadly
Easter attacks killed more than

Sri Lanka’s former Defense Secretary and president elect Gotabaya Rajapaksa

250 people in April and highlighted the security failures of the
present government.
His brother Mahinda Rajapaksa’s tenure in office -- between
2005 and 2015 -- saw a marked
deterioration in democracy, in
particular press freedom, said
Katharine Adeney, director of the
University of Nottingham Asia

Research Institute, and who specializes in South Asia politics and
ethnic conflict.
“It’s likely that Gotabaya will
have learnt the lessons of the
2015 defeat -- that he needs to be
careful not to alienate the majority Sinhalese by undermining the
democratic process too much
-- but there are real concerns

about the fate of minorities, both
Muslims and Tamils, under his
leadership,” Adeney said in an
email.
Rajapaksa inherits a country
with an economy where growth
has slowed to a more than five-year low of 1.6% in the quarter
ended June, and which has a debt
level hovering at 83% of GDP.

Premadasa was part of the
ruling alliance that took power
four years ago vowing to push for
greater democracy, more transparent finances and an independent foreign policy with improved ties with the U.S. and India.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi tweeted a congratulatory message for Gotabhaya.
“I look forward to working
closely with you for deepening
close and fraternal ties between
our two countries and citizens
and for peace, prosperity as well
as security in our region,” Modi
said.
While Premadasa had promised reconciliation measures to
help the country heal from the
wounds of the civil war, his party faced a credibility crisis after
the security lapses that led to the
Easter attacks on churches and
hotels.
“We have just witnessed the
most peaceful presidential election in the history of our independent republic,” Premadasa said in
his concession statement. “This
was a result of the democratic
gains and institutional reforms
that have taken place over the last
five years, that empowered an independent elections commission
and restored the rule of law.”
He appealed to Rajapaksa to
“strengthen and protect the democratic institutions and values
that enabled” his victory. Premadasa also said he was stepping
down as deputy leader of the United National Party, led by Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe.
Finance Minister Mangala
Samaraweera, and Telecommunications Minister Harin Fernando, who had backed Premadasa’s
election bid, also tendered their
resignations yesterday.
Investors had taken a wait and
see approach ahead of the elections, said Adrian Perera, chief
operating officer, Equicapital
Investments in Colombo. The
benchmark stock index has risen 16% in the past six months,
making it one of the world’s 10
best-performing equity markets.
BLOOMBERG

US, S.Korea postpone joint exercise criticized by Pyongyang
U

.S. Defense Secretary
Mark Esper said yesterday the United States
and South Korea have indefinitely postponed a joint
military exercise in an “act
of goodwill” toward North
Korea.
The move comes even
as Japan’s defense minister,
whose country feels threatened by repeated North
Korean missile launches,
told Esper “no one could be
optimistic about” changing
the North’s behavior.

The statement by Japan’s
defense chief, Taro Kono,
was a stark illustration of
the difficulties facing the
U.S. and its international
allies and partners as they
struggle to get North Korea
back to negotiations to eliminate its nuclear weapons
and missiles. Talks launched by President Donald
Trump in 2018 have stalled
with no resumption in sight.
Although the U.S. military for years as called its

joint military exercises with
South Korea an important
means of keeping troops
and commanders ready
for combat on short notice,
Trump has called them a
waste of money and a provocation to the North.
Esper announced the
postponement of the military exercise at a joint
news conference with his
South Korean counterpart, Jeong Kyeong-doo.
They were in Bangkok to
attend an Asia defense mi-

nisters’ conference.
Esper insisted the postponement was not a concession to North Korea but
rather an attempt to “keep
the door open” to diplomacy to eliminate North Korea’s nuclear weapons.
“I see this as a good-faith
effort by the United States
and the Republic of Korea
to enable peace, to shape
... to facilitate a political
agreement – a deal, if you
will – that leads to the denuclearization of the Ko-

rean peninsula,” Esper told
reporters.
North Korea hardly seemed ready to reciprocate. Shortly after Esper and
Jeong spoke, the North
Korean foreign ministry issued a written statement
of defiance. It said it has no
plans to negotiate over its
nuclear programs, even if
talks were to resume, unless the U.S. offers to first
discuss the withdrawal of
its “hostile” policies against
Pyongyang.

North Korea’s statement
also criticized Washington’s support of a recent
United Nations resolution
condemning the North’s
widespread human rights
violations, claiming that
the resolution shows continued U.S. intent to isolate
the North and destroy its
political system.
The North also has harshly criticized U.S.-South
Korean military drills as
provocative and as preparations for an invasion. AP
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UK

JIM MUSTIAN, NEW YORK

P

RINCE Andrew offered a detailed rebuttal to claims he
had sex with a woman who says
she was trafficked by Jeffrey
Epstein, providing an alibi for
one of the alleged encounters
and questioning the authenticity of a well-known photograph
that shows him posing with the
woman.
In a rare interview with BBC
Newsnight, Andrew categorically denied having sex with the
woman, Virginia Roberts Giuffre, saying, “It didn’t happen.”
He said he has “no recollection” of ever meeting her and
told an interviewer there are
“a number of things that are
wrong” about Giuffre’s account.
Giuffre has said Epstein forced her to have sex with Andrew
in 2001 when she was 17. She
says Epstein flew her around
the world on his private planes
to have sex with powerful men,
and that she had sexual encounters with Andrew in London and
ad

AP PHOTO

Prince Andrew denies claims
of Epstein accuser in interview

Britain’s Prince Andrew in London in 2012

New York and in the U.S. Virgin
Islands.
“I can absolutely categorically tell you it never happened,” Andrew said.
A request for comment was
sent to Giuffre’s representative.
Giuffre recently challenged the
British royal to speak out, te-

lling reporters in New York, “He
knows exactly what he’s done.”
“And the answer is nothing,”
Andrew told BBC.
Andrew’s decision to grant
the interview was seen in Britain as a high-stakes gamble in
a country where the royals don’t
normally talk with reporters on

subjects beyond their charitable works.
The nation’s newspapers,
most of which featured photos
from the interview along with
the pre-released excerpts on
their front pages, speculated
that the prince thought he had
no other choice after months
of tawdry headlines that threatened his ability to continue
working as a royal.
“This is the gambling equivalent of betting the house on the
last spin of the roulette wheel,’’
royal writer Richard Kay said in
the Daily Mail. “And Andrew has
put it all on black.’’
In the wide-ranging interview, Andrew suggested a photograph Giuffre produced of
her posing with Andrew could
have been doctored, saying he
“can’t be certain” that it actually
shows his hand on the woman’s
side.
He said he was “at a loss to
explain” the image, adding he is
not given to public displays of
affection. He said it also shows

him wearing “traveling clothes,”
noting he typically wears a suit
and tie when he goes out in
London, where the photograph
purportedly was taken.
“I’m afraid to say that I don’t
believe that photograph was
taken in the way that has been
suggested,” he said. “If the original was ever produced, then
perhaps we might be able to
solve it but I can’t.”
Confronted with details of
Giuffre’s claims, Andrew insisted he was home with his children on one of the nights Giuffre claims they had sex, saying
it “couldn’t have happened.”
He said he specifically recalled
taking his daughter to a party at
a Pizza Express that afternoon.
Andrew sought to cast doubt on other parts of Giuffre’s
account, including her recollection of Andrew sweating on
her as they danced in a London
night club.
Andrew told BBC he has a
“peculiar medical condition,
which is that I don’t sweat or I
didn’t sweat at the time” after
suffering an “overdose of adrenaline” after being shot at in the
Falklands War, the 1982 conflict
between Argentina and the United Kingdom.
“It was almost impossible for
me to sweat,” he said. AP
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VATICAN

FRANCES D’EMILIO,
VATICAN CITY

P

OPE Francis yesterday
decried that the “greed of
a few” wealthy people is
compounding the plight
of the poor and lamented the lack
of concern about growing income
gaps between the haves and have-nots.
Francis celebrated a Mass in St.
Peter’s Basilica dedicated to heightening awareness about poor
people worldwide.
“We go our way in haste, without worrying that gaps are increasing, that the greed of a few
is adding to the poverty of many
others,’’ Francis said in his homily,
with poor people among the people accorded seats in the basilica
for the Mass.
Keeping a tradition of his papacy, Francis invited indigent persons to dine with him at the Vatican after Mass. Addressing the public in St. Peter’s Square following
the end of the service, Francis said
such initiatives pay witness to
“the attention that must never be

AP PHOTO

Pope decries that ‘greed of a
few’ worsens poverty of others

Pope Francis offers several hundred poor people, homeless, migrants, unemployed, a lunch yesterday as he celebrates
the World Day of the Poor

lacking toward these brothers and
sisters of ours.”
He expressed dismay over the
‘’indifference of society toward
poor people.”
Like the saint who inspired his
choice of name, Francis of Assisi,
the pope has made paying atten-

tion to those living on society’s
margins a priority of his work.
That focus can appear jarring
to some prelates in a church that
invests in multi-million dollar
real estate, possesses priceless artworks and conducts its liturgical
services often amid splendor, such

as in the magnificence of St. Peter’s,
other basilicas and cathedrals.
Francis’ emphasis on mercy
and charity has also raised the hackles of a small, but noisy faction
among the more conservative
ranks of bishops and cardinals,
who would rather the head of

the Catholic church concentrate
more on dogma than on persons.
Some 150 tables were set up
in a Vatican hall where the pope
usually holds weekly indoor audiences with the public. Another
1,500 needy will be treated to a separate lunch elsewhere in Rome,
while parishes throughout Italy
were similarly setting out lunch
for those unable to afford their
own.
Rather than be shunned, the
pope told the faithful, that the
poor should be seen as treasures.
“Instead of feeling annoyed when
they knock on our doors, let us
welcome their cry for help as a
summons to go out of ourselves,“
Francis said.
“For the poor reveal to us the
riches that never grow old, that
unite heaven and earth, the riches
for which life is truly worth living:
the riches of love,’’ the pope concluded in his homily.
Francis also said the faithful
should ask themselves: “Do I, as
a Christian, have at least one poor
person as a friend?”
He singled out the work of doctors and nurses who have tended
to the medical needs of the homeless and poor at special clinics set
up in St. Peter’s Square. Among
the prelates at Mass was a Polish
monsignor he raised to cardinal’s
rank to highlight his tireless work
with the poor, including distributing sleeping bags and hot meals
to those living on the streets. AP
ad
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what’s ON

TV canal macau

M acau S cience C entre
T ime : 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open

13:00

TDM News (Repetição)

13:30

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)

on public holidays)
V enue : Macau Science Center
A dmission : MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D sky
shows)
MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D sky
shows)
E nquiries : (853) 2888 0822

15:00

Agua de Mar

15:35

Zig Zag

16:00

Viajante da Música

16:25

Quem Quer Ser Milionário

17:20

Grande Entrevista - Nuno Morais Sarmento

18:15

Contraponto (Repetição)

19:15

Aqui Há História (Repetição)

19:30

Ouro Verde Sr.1

20:30

Telejornal

21:15

TDM Desporto

22:20

Império

23:15

TDM News

23:50

Magazine Liga dos Campeões 2019/2020

00:25

Telejornal (Repetição)

01:10

RTPi Directo

M andarin ’ s H ouse
T ime : 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm;
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
A ddress : No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva
A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 2896 8820

T reasure of S acred A rt of S t . J oseph ’ s
S eminary
T ime : 10am-5pm daily (Closed on Wednesdays,
open on public holidays)

1989 Police crush
Prague protest rally

V enue : St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do
Seminário

A dmission : Free
E nquiries : (853) 2835 7911
F lip O ut T rampoline
T ime : 11am-8pm (Mondays to Thursdays)
11am-9pm (Fridays)
10am-10pm (Saturdays)
10am-8pm (Sundays)
V enue : Level 2, West Wing, Studio City Macau
A dmission : MOP150 (per hour for child under 18);
MOP200 (per hour for adults)
MOP50 (for an accompanying carer, not
using the facilities)
E nquiries : (853) 2872 3695

S tamps A round the W orld –
L iechtenstein , K ingdom of S tamps
T ime : 9am-5:30pm (Closed on public holidays)
U ntil : November 30, 2019
V enue : Temporary Gallery, Communications
Museum

A dmission : MOP10
E nquiries : (853) 2871 8063

this day in history

cinema
cineteatro
14 - 20 Nov

FORD V. FERRARI
room 1
2:30, 4:0, 9:00pm
Director: James Mangold
Starring: Roberta Sparta, Caitriona Balfe, Christian Bale
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 152min

Offbeat
9-year-old boy catches massive
blue catfish in New Mexico

Riot police in Czechoslovakia have arrested hundreds of
people taking part in a protest march.
More than 15,000 people, mostly students, took part in the
demonstration, the biggest show of public dissent for two
decades.
They called for the resignation of their country’s communist
government, led by Milos Jakes.
Scores of people were injured, several seriously, as the police forcibly broke up the rally.
Witnesses said the police used clubs to beat marchers and
sprayed tear gas indiscriminately.
It comes in the wake of a wave of reform sweeping through
other former Soviet bloc states.
In particular, the fall of the Berlin Wall last week in neighbouring East Germany and the disintegration of its hard-line
communist regime has heightened expectations of possible
change here.
The demonstration began at Charles University, just south
of the city’s centre.
It started off as an officially-sanctioned march to commemorate Czech student martyr Jan Opletal, who died at the
hands of the country’s Nazi occupiers 50 years ago.
The fact permission for the march was given at all reflects a
growing recognition on the part of the country’s communist
leaders of the need for change.
It was only the second time a non-government rally had
been allowed in Czechoslovakia since the crushing of Alexander Dubcek’s reformist government by the Soviet Union
21 years ago.
Mr Dubcek, who has since lived in relative obscurity, was refused permission to travel to Prague to take part in the rally.

AP PHOTO

CHARLIE’S ANGELS
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Elizabeth Banks
Starring: Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott, Ella Balinska
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

Courtesy BBC News

In context

He caught a fish “this” big. No, really.
A 9-year-old New Mexico boy landed a 42-pound
(19-kilogram) blue catfish Sunday evening while fishing
in the Elephant Butte Reservoir.
Kris Flores said his son, Alex, made the big catch by himself and shattered dad’s record of reeling in a 36-pound
(16-kilogram) fish.
Flores says the fourth grader named the fish Wailord
after the Pokemon character. The father says his son released the fish back into the reservoir after taking some
photos and videos.
The biggest fish ever reportedly caught in Elephant Butte history was 78 pounds (35 kilograms).

DOCTOR SLEEP
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Mike Flanagan
Starring: Ewan McGregor, Rebecca Ferguson, Kyliegh Curran
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 152min
GUILTY BY DESIGN
room 3
5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Siu Kwan Lai, Wing Tai Lau
Starring: Nick Cheung, Kent Cheng, Hans Zhang
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 93min

The following day rumours began to circulate that a 20-year-old
student, Martin Smid, had been beaten to death by riot police
during the demonstration.
These reports were hotly disputed by the government but nevertheless thousands of people once again took to the streets
on 19 November in protest at the killing.
Throughout November peaceful mass demonstrations and
strikes gained momentum.
On 22 November Alexander Dubcek addressed 200,000 people gathered in Prague’s Wenceslas Square.
Eventually the Communist party leadership resigned and, in
December 1989, was replaced by a government composed
mainly of non-communists.
The overthrow of Czechoslovakia’s communist regime became
known as the “Velvet Revolution”.
In 1993 the country split peacefully into two nations - the Czech
Republic and Slovakia.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

YOUR STARS

Aries

Taurus

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Apr. 20-May. 20

You might think that one or two
slips here and there don’t matter
too much, but they are adding up.
Before it’s too late, do a detailed
review of what money you have
and what money you owe.

By today, you have pushed
through the most confusing part
of your little emotional obstacle
course - and things are starting to
look clearer and you are starting
to feel much happier.

Gemini

Cancer

May. 21-Jun. 21

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Are you feeling intimidated
by someone whose intellectual
prowess is getting a lot of
attention? That’s nonsense! You
are just as smart as they are, albeit
in different ways.

Your brain is on a definite
intellectual upswing today - so
goofy sitcoms, gossipy magazines,
and silly websites are just not going
to cut it for your hungry brain.
Right now, you are eager for work.

Leo

Virgo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Today you just might discover that
you and one of the big time power
players in your social group have a
common goal! This is great news
because having them on your side
will just about guarantee your success.

Your strong desire to get closer to
a new person on the scene might
be misguided - are they really
deserving of your admiration?
Some soul searching could be
required on this matter today.

Libra
Sep.23-Oct. 22

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Confidence is invaluable - but if you
are outmatched in a competition
today, it’s important for you to
realize that your opponent just
might be a stronger force than you.
It sounds crazy, but it is a possibility.

Capricorn

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Try to stop thinking so much with
your heart! Sure, it’s an important
muscle - but in regards to the
matters you’ll be dealing with today,
you need to take an analytical
perspective, not an emotional one.

Your creativity is quite vibrant
right now - it’s going to hum in
your brain all day long, driving
you nuts, until you utilize it! Seek
out new ways to add more color,
rhyme, and dance to your life.

Aquarius

Easy

Easy+

Beijing

Medium

Hard

Feb.19-Mar. 20

You have been feeling a stronger
connection growing with one of
your older relatives lately, and this is
something you should explore today.
Make plans for a dinner date - or a
phone date if they live far away.

Someone is making assumptions
about how someone feels that just
aren’t accurate, and if things aren’t
nipped in the bud early enough, they
could snowball into a big problem
that could take a while to solve.

CROSSWORDS

DOWN: 1- Usher’s offering; 2- ___ Alto; 3- I smell ___!; 4- Tight swimsuit; 5Spoiled; 6- Bruins legend; 7- Aha!; 8- Flies high; 9- Tangle up; 10- Like the mob
that stormed the Bastille; 11- Stuck in ___; 12- Centrepiece of the human face;
13- Explosive inits.; 21- Pinochle play;
Friday’s solution
23- Queue before Q; 25- State pointblank; 26- Rid of insect pests; 28- Basics;
29- Expanse of sand; 30- Wander; 31Leash; 33- Blank look; 34- Grand ___
National Park; 37- Soup alternative;
39- Carrot or turnip; 41- Disadvantage;
43- Hot rock; 46- And others, briefly;
48- Go like hotcakes; 51- Three-bagger;
53- Environment; 55- Be a busybody;
57- Tent event; 58- Nice notion; 59Vanished; 61- Mgr.’s helper; 62- Think;
63- Primates with short tails or no tail;
64- La Brea goo; 66- Bee follower; 67Timecard abbr.;

-4

4

clear

CONDITION

Harbin

-11

-5

moderate

Tianjin

-1

4

clear

Urumqi

-10

-3

clear

Xi’an

-2

8

clear

Lhasa

0

16

clear

Chengdu

9

13

drizzle

Chongqing

8

14

drizzle

Kunming

7

15

overcast

Nanjing

8

16

cloudy

Shanghai

10

19

cloudy

Wuhan

6

11

cloudy

Hangzhou

10

21

drizzle

Taipei

18

23

drizzle

Guangzhou

16

23

cloudy

Hong Kong

21

28

clear

Moscow

1

5

cloudy

Frankfurt

4

6

drizzle

Paris

2

8

drizzle

London

2

7

drizzle

New York

4

7

drizzle

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

ACROSS: 1-Pampering places; 5- Idaho capital; 10- Gasp; 14- O.K. Corral figure; 15Burning of another’s property; 16- “East of Eden” brother; 17- Winglike parts; 18- Sleep
images; 19- Oxidize; 20- Tribal symbol; 22- Recluse; 24- Slain; 27- IRS IDs; 28- Pardons;
32- Raise; 35- Wager; 36- Sums owing; 38- Mum’s mate; 40- Ace, e.g.; 42- Countrified;
44- Western pact; 45- Frighten; 47- Festive occasions; 49- Milne marsupial; 50- Big
name in hotels; 52- Employment seekers may pound it; 54- Bloody conflicts; 56Mustachioed artist; 57- Brother or sister; 60- South American ruminant; 64- I did it!; 65Dog; 68- The jig ___!; 69- Obi-Wan portrayer; 70- Hermit; 71- Start of North Carolina’s
motto; 72- Smell to high heaven; 73- Fencing blades; 74- Salt Lake City college team;

MAX

WORLD

Pisces

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

MIN

CHINA

Scorpio

This is a wonderful day for meeting
people, going on a date, or starting a
new job. Don’t be surprised if you are
able to finish other people’s sentences
and anticipate what they need before
they even realize that they need it.

Sagittarius

WEATHER

SUDOKU

Emergency calls 999

Taxi 28 939 939 / 2828 3283

Fire department 28 572 222

Water Supply – Report 2822 0088

PJ (Open line) 993

Telephone – Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

PSP 28 573 333

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88
ad
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Pierce Brosnan’s sons
named Golden Globe
Awards ambassadors

AP PHOTO

Rapper Kanye
West performs for
Texas jail inmates
AP PHOTO

P

IERCE Brosnan’s sons have
been chosen as the Golden
Globe ambassadors to assist
with the glitzy awards ceremony.
The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association announced Thursday evening that 22-year-old
Dylan and 18-year-old Paris
Brosnan will assume the ambassador roles for the 77th annual
Golden Globes Awards in January.
An ambassador is traditionally
the child of a celebrity who assists with award presentations,
handing out trophies to winners
and escorting them off stage.
“We watched the Globes
growing up ... and I’ve gone with

K

ANYE
West
has followed the
Johnny Cash route and
performed for inmates
at a Houston jail.
In secret from the
public, the star rapper-turned-gospel singer
performed songs last
week from his new
gospel album “Jesus
is King.” He and his
choir performed for
more than 200 male
inmates at one jail facility before crossing the
street to another jail
facility and performing

ad

for a smaller crowd of
female inmates.
Harris County Sheriff Ed Gonzalez said
West’s representatives
asked jail officials about
doing secret shows.
The concerts were
performed two days
before West spoke
at Joel Osteen’s vast
Lakewood Church in
Houston
The events were reminiscent of prison concerts given by country
singer Johnny Cash in
California.

S

INGER
Ariana
Grande is telling her
fans that she has a bad
sinus condition that has
made her “very sick” and
might force her to cancel
upcoming shows on her
world tour.
Grande, 26, says in videos posted Saturday
on Instagram that “my
throat and head are still
in so much pain.”
While she sounds OK,
“I’m just in a lot of pain
and it’s difficult to breathe
during the show,” she says
in a message to her fans.
“I just really don’t know

what’s happening with
my body right now and
need to figure it out.”
Grande says she plans to
see a doctor soon.
She adds: “I’m scared
that I might have to cancel some things, so this is
kind just a heads up of
like I don’t know what’s
happening with my body,
and I’m really disappointed and freaked out of
why I can’t get better because it’s been over three
weeks at this point.”
People magazine first
reported on Grande’s Instagram videos.

AP PHOTO

Ariana Grande tells
fans she’s struggling
with an illness

him a few times. So it’s truly an
honor to be here in this capacity
and pay homage to our father’s
legacy,” said Dylan Brosnan
about his father, a two-time Golden Globe nominee.
Dylan and Paris are the first
male ambassadors after the
HFPA rechristened the role, formerly known as Miss Golden
Globe, in 2017. The association
wanted to expand the role to help
recognize the HFPA’s philanthropic efforts throughout the year.
The brothers will be partnering with the organization named FEED to deliver nutritious
meals to school-aged children
throughout the world.
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Alex
Oxlade-Chamberlain
scored the opener in the 11th minute and Marcus Rashford also
netted in the first half to help England to a 5-0 advantage at halftime.
After a flood of goals in the first
half, the Montenegro net was
only breached after the break by
Aleksandar Sofranac’s own-goal
and Abraham in the 84th.
England will be back at Wembley at the finals, with three
group-stage games at the national stadium, which is one of 12
venues being used by UEFA in 12
cities across Europe.
The semifinals and final are
also at Wembley in July 2020.
The Czech Republic needed
to win to join England but had a
scare when Atdhe Nuhiu headed
Kosovo into a surprise lead five
minutes after the interval.
But Alex Král curled in a
stunning equalizer in the 71st
and Ondřej e
Č lsů tka scored what
was to prove the crucial goal for
the Czechs eight minutes later.

England’s Harry Kane

FOOTBALL

England, Czech Republic, France
and Turkey reach Euro 2020

DANIELLA MATAR
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NGLAND qualified in
style for the 2020 European Championship,
while the Czech Republic, France and Turkey also
booked their places last week at
next year’s tournament.
England only needed a draw
to qualify but Harry Kane scored
a hat trick in a 7-0 win over Mon-

tenegro, and the Czech Republic
also advanced from Group A by
beating Kosovo 2-1.
The result also meant that
England, playing its 1,000th
game, clinched top spot in
the group thanks to its record
against the Czech Republic. It
won 5-0 at Wembley in March
before losing 2-1 in Prague last
month.
“The important thing is we

have qualified,” Kane told ITV
after the game. “We’ve had one
slip-up in the whole group and
responded really well to the defeat and got the job done.
“We wanted to put on a show
in the 1,000th game and the score at halftime (5-0) really showed
that. I think we were expected to
win the group, as we have done,
but football is never easy and
there are a lot of upsets.”

HAT-TRICK HERO
All three of Kane’s goals came
in the first half as the Tottenham
forward became the first player
to score a hat trick in successive
appearances at Wembley — having also scored a treble against
Bulgaria in September.
The landmark night was completed by Tammy Abraham’s first
England goal, six minutes from
time.

C

RISTIANO Ronaldo
took his career tally to
99 international goals yesterday as Portugal qualified for the 2020 European
Championship with a 2-0
win against Luxembourg.
The Juventus star tapped in a shot by teammate Diogo Jota that was just
inches from going over the
goal-line in the 86th minute, leaving Ronaldo one
strike from the 100-goal
mark.
Bruno Fernandes got
Portugal’s first goal against
the flow of play in the 39th
when he scored from a
long pass by Bruno Silva.
Luxembourg had outplayed Portugal until that
point, dealing with the
poor field conditions bet-
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Ronaldo scores 99th goal as Portugal qualifies

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo (left) celebrates with his teammate Diogo Jota

ter than the defending European champions.
Portugal advanced to
Euro 2020 in second place

in Group B. Ukraine had
already gone through as
the group winner.
On Friday, Cristiano Ro-

naldo scored a hat trick as
Portugal cruised to a 6-0
win over Lithuania.
Pizzi Fernandes, Gon-

FRANCE WINS
Iceland needed to beat Group
H leader Turkey to stay in the
running for a direct berth in next
year’s tournament but drew 0-0.
Hordur Magnusson came
close for Iceland, eight minutes
from time, but his effort from a
corner was blocked on the line by
Turkey defender Merih Demiral.
The result meant France had
already qualified before its 2-1
win over Moldova.
Vadim Rata fired Moldova into
a surprise lead in the ninth minute but Raphaël Varane leveled in
the 35th and Olivier Giroud converted a penalty 11 minutes from
time.
Also, Albania drew 2-2 at
home to Andorra, which hadn’t
scored an away goal in a competitive match in more than nine
years. AP

çalo Paciência and Bernardo Silva also scored for
the defending European
champions.
The rout against last-place Lithuania gave Portugal 14 points, five fewer
than group leader Ukraine — which has already
qualified — and one point
more than third-place Serbia, which beat Luxembourg 3-2.
Ronaldo reached 98 career goals with Portugal
after converting a penalty
kick in the seventh minute, hitting the top corner
with a curling shot from
outside the area in the
22nd, and finding the net
from close range in the
65th.
It was the ninth hat trick

with Portugal for Ronaldo,
and the 55th of his career
for club and nation.
He has 11 goals in eitght
qualifying matches.
Ronaldo missed a golden chance for his fourth
goal when his shot from
near the penalty spot sailed over the crossbar in
the 68th. He also could
have added another in the
first half had the referee
not reversed a penalty decision in Portugal’s favor
after conferring with his
assistants.
Pizzi scored in the
52nd, Paciência added to
the lead in the 56th and
Silva got on the board in
the 63rd.
Ronaldo was substituted in the 83rd.
Portugal had won 5-1 at
Lithuania in September.
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Prince Charles and Camilla begin
weeklong New Zealand trip

China’s industrial policies
work. So copy them
China hawks are chastising President Donald Trump’s
“phase one” trade deal because it focuses on increasing
U.S exports while ignoring Beijing’s subsidies for favored
industries. Instead of seeking to coerce China into abandoning policies that both sides agree benefit its economy, the
U.S. should seek to emulate them.
In one typical critique, experts at the Peterson Institute, a
Washington think tank, lamented that Trump hasn’t explained “how his deal would tackle the Chinese subsidies that
were the impetus for launching this trade war in the first
place.” That’s a view shared by many in Washington. Though
Trump himself often appears more concerned about bilateral deficits, it’s worth asking whether the concern over subsidies actually makes sense.
Until recently, mainstream economists and policymakers
largely dismissed state-led industrial policy — a form of government intervention in the free market — as wasteful and
ineffective.
If this view is correct, then the U.S. has little to fear from
Chinese industrial policy. Let Beijing waste public resources
and distort capital allocation, while Washington sticks to
its free-market principles, confident that this approach will
produce a more competitive economy in the long run.
Today, however, appraisals of China’s trade and commercial practices implicitly grant that its industrial policies are
effective. And many economists now agree that this approach can succeed in promoting national leadership in strategic
industries. If so, then it’s unreasonable to demand that China
abandon policies to promote indigenous development —
especially when the U.S. government is actively blocking
key Chinese companies like Huawei Technologies Co. from
accessing American-made technology.
At this point, it’s worth distinguishing between two categories of industrial policy. Traditional objections focused
on commodity industries such as steel, where government
support mainly leads to expanded production, without much
innovation or value-chain advancement. Subsidies that mainly spur excess capacity produce negative-sum outcomes, and
efforts to reduce such aid is worthwhile. China recently withdrew from an international forum designed to cooperatively
manage excess steel capacity, claiming it has already achieved
significant cuts, though the U.S. and Europe disagree.
In the current trade war, however, U.S. complaints mainly
focus on a second category of subsidies: those targeted at
“emerging and foundational” technology. Made in China
2025 is the most high-profile of Beijing’s initiatives to help its
national champions win market share in strategic industries.
U.S. objections implicitly concede two points: first, that
the national identity of world-leading companies and research institutions, along with their employees, matters significantly for both security and economics; and second, that
Chinese industrial policy is likely to succeed in tilting the balance toward Beijing. Yet if these premises hold, then China’s
use of industrial policy is wise, and Washington’s refusal to
adopt a comparable approach is foolish.
China’s strategy resembles what Mariana Mazzucato, economist at University College London, calls the “entrepreneurial state.” Her 2013 book chronicles how state investments
were crucial in fostering industries that the U.S. still leads,
such as IT, biotech and fracking.
Renewing this approach in the U.S. will require conservatives to set aside their aversion to government intervention.
Liberals may need to accept lower social spending to pay for
industrial policies that could be seen as “corporate welfare.”
A congressional advisory panel on artificial intelligence,
chaired by ex-Google Chief Executive Officer Eric Schmidt,
recently recommended that the U.S. government “partner
with the commercial sector” to help overcome substantial
technical and financial barriers to AI research. Whatever its
flaws, the Green New Deal is also based on an acknowledgement that relying exclusively on free markets is insufficient to
achieve important national objectives.
A world in which two superpowers both plow money into
advanced research and development is hardly a dystopian
vision. On the contrary, the result could be faster productivity growth in both the U.S. and China. And assuming the
harshest scenarios for U.S.-China “decoupling” don’t come
to pass and technology supply chains remain globally integrated, the benefits of subsidies would be shared by end-users around the world. [Abridged]

Juliette Binoche joins
IFFAM talent ambassador
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Sri Lanka A family of
strongmen who tilted the
country toward a deep
reliance on China clinched
victory in a tightly-fought
presidential election,
as voting showed the
country remains divided
down ethnic lines.
Gotabhaya Rajapaksa won
52.3% of the votes, while
ruling alliance candidate
Sajith Premadasa had
42% at the final count.
More on p13
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blic duties were due to begin today when they planned to lay a
wreath at the Mount Roskill War Memorial.
Among other engagements, the couple is due to meet with Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern tomorrow, visit the Waitangi Treaty
Grounds on Wednesday, and on Friday visit Christchurch, where
51 Muslim worshippers were killed during a March massacre and
rebuilding continues after a deadly 2011 earthquake.
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SCAR-WINNING
French actress Juliette Binoche is set to join
the talent ambassadors
for the upcoming 4th International Film Festival & Awards – Macao,
(IFFAM), the organizing
committee announced in
a statement.
Binoche joins Hong
Kong star Carina Lau and
K-pop performer and
actor Kim Junmyeon to
grace the annual event
which will run from December 5 to 10.
She will be present in
a range of activities under the IFFAM program
on December 9 and 10,

THE DECISIVE

including the premiere
of The Truth, the session
“In Conversation with
Juliette Binoche” and the
awards ceremony in the
evening of December 10.
Meanwhile,
Special Presentations will
screen The Truth, a film
directed by celebrated Japanese film director Hirokazu Kore-eda.
“IFFAM’s main mission is to showcase the
best of world cinema and
there is nobody more representative of what that
means than Juliette Binoche,” said Mike Goodridge, artistic director of
IFFAM.

MOMENT

“She is a truly global
actress, one of the world’s finest, and continues
to push herself in exciting new directions with
every film choice. We
can’t wait to welcome her
to IFFAM,” he added.
The French artist has
starred in more than 60
English and French films
with extraordinary achievements.
Binoche is the first actress to win the European
“Triple Crown”, gaining
under her belt three best
actress awards at the Berlin, Cannes and Venice
film festivals respectively. LV
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UK A report from
Parliament’s intelligence
committee leaked to the
press concludes that
Russian interference
may have affected the
2016 referendum on
Britain’s departure from
the European Union,
though the impact
is “unquantifiable,”
the Times of London
reported without
saying how it got the
information. Critics say
leaks from the document
raised concerns about the
security of next month’s
election.
UK The media yesterday
slammed Prince Andrew’s
effort to rebut claims
that he had sex with
a teenager who says
she was trafficked by
Jeffrey Epstein, branding
his televised interview
a complete public
relations disaster. In a
rare interview with BBC
Newsnight, Andrew
categorically denied
having sex with the
woman, Virginia Roberts
Giuffre. More on p14
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OPINION

Britain’s Prince Charles and his wife Camilla arrived in New
Zealand yesterday for a weeklong trip, during which they plan to
visit the city of Christchurch and the historic treaty grounds at
Waitangi, where the nation’s founding document was signed.
It is the couple’s third joint visit to New Zealand and their first
in four years.
Their plane landed in Auckland on Sunday afternoon. Their pu-
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People attend Water Lantern Festival in Los Angeles, the United States, this weekend.

Italy Venice was hit
yesterday by a record
third exceptional tide
in the same week while
other parts of Italy
struggled with a series
of weather woes, from
rain-swollen rivers to
high winds to an out-ofseason avalanche. Stores
and museums in Venice
were mostly closed in the
hardest-hit area around
St. Mark’s Square.

