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More on backpage

China Foreign ministry 
lashed out at The New 
York Times yesterday 
over its release of leaked 
documents portraying 
the inner workings of 
Beijing’s campaign 
to detain more than 
a million Muslims in 
reeducation camps. 
More on p11

Indonesia Police said 
yesterday that they have 
arrested 43 suspected 
militants believed to 
have links to last week’s 
suicide attack at a busy 
police station in the 
country’s third-largest 
city.

Sri Lanka Former 
defense secretary 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was 
sworn in as Sri Lanka’s 
president yesterday and 
appealed to minority 
Tamils and Muslims who 
voted against him to give 
their support. Rajapaksa, 
who is credited with 
helping end the 
country’s long civil 
war, comfortably won 
Saturday’s presidential 
election. 

Japan The Tokyo 
Olympic marathons and 
race walks, moved last 
month to the northern 
city of Sapporo to avoid 
the capital’s summer 
heat, are likely to start 
and finish in the city’s 
Odori Park. Tokyo 
organizers met with 
city prefectural officials 
yesterday.
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GGR growth 
to remain 

negative in 
first half of 

2020
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GAMING

Morgan 
Stanley 
lowers 
expectations 
for 2020 GGR

Consumer Council now handles 
disputes on mainland e-shops

ANTHONY LAM

USERS of mainland e-commerce 
platforms can now file a com-

plaint with the Macau Consumer 
Council when a dispute arises.

Cases received by the Macau Con-
sumer Council will be transferred to 
an arbitration platform administered 
by the China Consumers Association.

Once the requisite information 
is received, the Macau Consumer 
Council will transfer the case to its 
mainland counterpart within three 
working days, the performance pled-
ge of the Council.

The China Consumers Associa-
tion will transfer the complaint, once 
found legitimate, to the relevant com-
pany within seven working days. The 
Association also requires the com-
pany to reply within seven working 
days. Normally, the mainland Asso-
ciation’s investigation process will 
take not more than 60 working days.

At this phase, a total of 25 mainland 
online retail platforms, among them 
Amazon China, Taobao, China Mobi-
le, online travel agency Ctrip, group 
purchase platform Dianping and 
ridesharing platform DiDi, are colla-
borating with the China Consumers 
Association’s arbitration platform.

The China Consumers Associa-

tion announced yesterday that this 
efficiency was achieved by the wide 
network of the Association. The main-
land arbitration platform reaches 31 
administrative jurisdictions in the 
country. As such, for most cases, it can 
direct its complaints to and investi-
gate in the city where the concerned 
companies are located.

A press conference was held to an-
nounce the official collaboration.

The Consumer Council has long 
called for an e-shop arbitration me-
chanism. A total number of 998 cases 
were received in 2018, which is more 
than double that of the previous year. 
A significant amount of these cases in-
volve shopping on websites in China.

At the press conference, Wong 
Hon Neng, President of the Executive 
Committee of the Consumer Council, 
indicated that it was difficult to make 
contact when local consumers filed 
complaints against e-shops in the 
mainland.

In the first 10 months of 2019, the 
Council has received 58 cases rela-
ted to e-shopping experience. Of this 
number, 20% concerned some of the 
brands already collaborating with the 
mainland arbitration platform.

Furthermore, Wong disclosed that 
given Macau is the bridge between 
China and lusophone countries, the 

Council acts as the middle entity be-
tween businesses and customers 
from both sides.

For instance, a Portuguese custo-
mer who makes a disputable purcha-
se on Taobao can file a complaint with 
the Macau Consumer Council for in-
vestigation, and vice versa.

However, for purchases made by 
buyers of other nationalities, this me-
chanism is not applicable.

Zhu Jianqiao, Vice President and 
Secretary General of the China Con-
sumers Association, emphasized to 
the press conference that online sho-
pping has become extremely popular 
and with any transaction comes the 
possibility of dispute.

The nature of online shopping is 
distinctive for it is immediate, has glo-
bal reach, and often involves hastily 
decided purchases. This nature, ac-
cording to Zhu, elevates the possibili-
ty of dispute.

The platform has received over 
6,700 cases as of October 2019. Most 
of them have been settled with over 
60% of this figure resolved through 
mediation. 

This past “Double 11” shopping 
spree generated a total revenue of 
RMB268.4 trillion on Taobao and 
RMB204.4 trillion on Jingdong, ano-
ther e-shopping site in the mainland.

AMERICAN banking 
firm Morgan Stanley has 

predicted that Macau SAR’s 
casino gross gaming reve-
nue (GGR) could remain ne-
gative, lowering its estimates 
by 100 points.

Previously, the firm es-
timated that the city’s GGR 
would record an increase of 
3%, however on Friday, it no-
ted that it could only expand 
by 2% due to factors such as 
the VIP market recovery.

“GGR growth could re-
main negative in the first 
half of 2020 unless VIP reco-
vers,” analysts wrote as cited 
in a GGRAsia report yester-
day.

“Consensus earnings re-
visions remain negative,” 
the report added.

Morgan Stanley also esti-
mated that November and 
December GGR would be 
“-9%” respectively year-on-
-year, citing a “weaker VIP” 
and “high base last year” for 
GGR.

Although it expects that 
the city’s mass revenue will 
increase by 11% for this 
year’s fourth quarter – a de-
celeration from 14% in the 
third quarter of this year - it 
noted that the VIP revenue 
would continue to decline 
27% year-on-year. 

Meanwhile, Melco Re-
sorts & Entertainment chief 
executive Lawrence Ho told 
CNBC over the weekend 
that that U.S.-China trade 
war and the devaluation of 
RMB remains a significant 
factor which affects the city’s 
gross gaming revenue.

“I think on the top line 
things will be slow and 
we’re going to have a down 
year, for sure. But I think for 
most operators, especially 
for Melco, our bottom line 
has been very strong,” said 
Ho, noting that its EBITDA 
growth in the latest quarter 
was close to 40%.

“We’re seeing a bit more 
weekend traffic from people 
from Hong Kong so I think 
mainly the impact in Macau 
has been more related to 
Chinese economy and U.S.-
-China trade war,” he said. 

Ho remarked that he ho-
ped that the U.S.-China tari-
ff war would come to end to 
give confidence to traveling 
consumers.  

The consumption num-
bers are certainly less than 
in previous years.  The vi-
sitation numbers continue 
to be strong, […] but on the 
higher end of the business, 
the [spending] is a little bit 
lower,” he added. LV
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Macau’s GP forbidden 
word – Hong Kong
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE 66th Macau Grand 
Prix (GP) held over the 
weekend faced unpre-
cedented security 

measures, from security inspec-
tions on media representatives 
to thorough checks on compe-
titors’ vehicles and on the gene-
ral public. In common, all these 
inspections seek the forbidden 
word – Hong Kong.

Although the inspection of 
spectators’ bags has been a 
common measure at virtually 
any event, including the GP, this 
year’s edition had more ins-
pections than usual. Long lines 
of people waiting to be able to 
access the stands were seen at 
every entrance of the public 
stands and the same was the 
case in the walkway area in be-
tween stands.

For the first time, these ins-
pections were conducted on all 
media representatives and even 
to the “Press on Course” which 
need, in the fulfillment of their 
duties, to often be in and out of 
several allowed locations in the 
circuit.

Besides the common accre-
ditation badge checking, all ba-
ckpacks and any other forms of 
luggage were thoroughly inspec-
ted by the security staff, under 
the supervision of a Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP) officer.

The reason for such strict 
measures was later unveiled by 
the Times report as two specta-
tors wearing green t-shirts spon-
sored by a famous beer brand 
were suddenly and abruptly 
stopped by a security guard who 
told them they should immedia-
tely take off the garments.

Why? Because on the t-shirts 
was written the message: “Let’s 

go Hong Kong.”
The Times reporter recogni-

zed that the t-shirts were part of 
promotional material from the 
neighboring region’s popular ru-
gby event, Hong Kong Sevens.

Questioned by the Times, 
another security guard working 
on site confirmed that, “there 
were instructions to not allow 
in HK-related messages.” He ad-
ded that if people had any item 
with such messages, they would 
be asked to remove it or (in case 
that was not possible) flip it insi-
de-out.

Later that day, the Times also 
questioned one of the GP orga-
nizing committee staff members 
about this issue. The staff mem-
ber claimed to not be aware of 
the security measures enforced 
for spectators and media but re-
marked that there were “instruc-
tions for a very careful checking 
of the advertising on the vehicles 
racing on the GP.”

Although noting that such 
work is carried out every year on 
a regular basis in order to spot 
“advertising of unlawful produc-
ts or services,” this year, she said, 
the HK topic had been also men-
tioned, particularly in what con-
cerned the “cars of Macau and 
Hong Kong racers.” But “nothing 
was found.”

On Thursday, the HK media 
outlet Apple Daily also reported 
that for the first time since the 
handover, three reporters from 
the media outlet were barred 
from entering Macau to cover 
the GP event.

In the report, the media outlet 
said that three of their staff 
members had been stopped by 
the Macau authorities on arri-
val in the Outer Harbour Ferry 
Terminal and after questioning, 
were sent back to HK under the 

allegations that they would pose 
“a threat to the Macau SAR stabi-
lity.”

The three staff members were 
identified as two journalists from 
the Sports team and one photo-
journalist.

During the questioning by the 
local authorities, the reporters 
said they had provided confir-
mation letters of their accredi-
tation for the coverage of the 
event, as well as the reservation 
proof of the hotel rooms where 
they would be staying.

After being questioned for 
about two hours, the three re-
porters were denied entry based 
on Number 4, Paragraph 1 of Ar-
ticle 17 of the Macau SAR Inter-
nal Security Law.

The media outlet noted that 
although other colleagues had 
been previously barred from en-
tering Macau, this was the first 
time that such an incidence oc-
curred with these three people in 
particular.

HOTEL BOOKINGS 
CANCELLATIONS

The Times also learned that 
not only journalists were barred 
from entering Macau over the 
Grand Prix weekend. 

According to a hospitality 
source in Cotai, a hotel property 
received an abnormal quantity 
of requests last week for last-
-minute cancellations of rooms 
previously reserved by people 
aiming to attend the Grand Prix 
event.

Most of those requests, ac-
counting for around 25% of the 
total number of rooms were 
Hong Kong residents who said 
that they had faced several diffi-
culties and barriers placed by the 
HK authorities preventing travel 
to Macau.

The tourists reported being 
denied visiting the Macau SAR 
by HK authorities at the immi-
gration checkpoint where they 
waited several hours to be ques-
tioned and inspected.

According to reports from 
those involved, almost everyo-
ne was directed to a room to be 
interviewed after being stopped 
at the checkpoint while trying to 
leave HK.

In the interview, people were 
asked about the purpose of visi-
ting Macau, asked to show how 
much cash they were carrying, 
and had their mobile phones 
and social media accounts ins-
pected by the immigration offi-
cers.

The Times also inquired about 
other hotel units in Macau, and 
although they discovered a lower 
occupancy in comparison with 
previous years, many people to 
whom the Times spoke refused 
to comment on the number of 
last-minute cancellations, or on 
reasons given by their guests.

Questioned on the possible 
relationship between the can-
cellations and the current social 
unrest in HK, at least one source 
noted that according to internal 
information of the hotel group, 
“we know that HK and Macau 
share Intel. So if they [the peo-
ple] have been outspoken about 
the “free HK” movement or they 
have been [involved in activities] 
related to the unrest, they bet-
ter not even think of coming to 
Macau. They’ll be wasting their 
time.”

The same person also noted, 
“I always hear [from people in 
high places] that our govern-
ment is really scared that the si-
tuation in HK might spillover.”

Acknowledging that they 
were aware of a significant num-
ber of cancellations within the 
hotel group he said, “We have 
many booking cancellations 
from abroad too [not just from 
HK] because most travelers 
to Macau always aim two-city 
trips, and if they can’t go to HK, 
then they’d rather not travel at 
all.”

Macau investment in 
mainland shot up 56% 

Foreign direct investment (FDI) into 
the Chinese mainland expanded 
6.6% year-on-year to 752.41 
billion yuan ($107.58 billion in the 
first 10 months of the year), data 
from the Ministry of Commerce 
showed yesterday. Investment 
from Macau climbed 56.2% during 
the first 10 months, while that from 
the countries along the Belt and 
Road rose by 19.3%. The FDI inflow 
in October reached 69.2 billion 
yuan, up 7.4% year-on-year. During 
the January-October period, a 
total of 33,407 new foreign-funded 
enterprises were established. 
Foreign investment in high-tech 
industries surged 39.5% year-on-
year to 222.4 billion yuan, accounting 
for nearly 30% of the total FDI, MOC 
data showed. Within the period, the 
Yangtze economic belt saw FDI rise 
8% to 368.3 billion yuan, or 49% of 
the country’s total. China’s pilot free 
trade zones saw FDI inflow reach 
about 108.4 billion yuan, up 23.9% 
year-on-year.

DICJ inspects iGaming

The Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau (DICJ) 
conducted joint supervisory 
inspections of last week’s MGS 
Entertainment Show as part of 
an ongoing campaign to ensure 
exhibitors at the SAR’s gaming-
related exhibitions are not engaging 
in the display or promotion of 
consumer-facing iGaming products. 
The operation, carried out along with 
the Judicial Police and Macao Trade 
and Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM), involved “various surveillance 
actions” to check whether exhibitors 
were promoting illegal online games, 
the creation of gaming websites, 
or other activities related to illicit 
gambling. Information leaflets were 
also distributed to all exhibitors 
clarifying Macau’s legal provisions.

Int’l Parade holds 
community workshops 

The 2019 International Parade, 
organized by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) in celebration of the 
20th anniversary of the handover, 
has invited artists from a number 
of foreign performing groups to 
host community workshops. The 
registration for these workshops 
will open today. The “Aerial Arts 
Workshops” featuring 8 sessions, 
such as Gymnastics/Acrobatics, 
Breakdancing/Acrobatics, 
Trampoline/Acrobatics, Parkour/
Acrobatics, Contortion & Flexibility, 
Aerial Hoop & Trapeze, Aerial Duo 
Silk, and Children Dance & Acrobatics 
will be held at the Portuguese School 
and Macau Design Centre from 
November 30 to December 7. The 
sessions will be conducted in English 
by artists from different foreign 
troupes. The “Traditional Puppets 
Workshop”, instructed in English 
(with Cantonese interpretation) by 
professional puppet masters from 
the Htwe Oo Myanmar Puppetry 
Home, will run across 12 sessions at 
the Gugumelo Art Education Centre 
from November 25 to December 5.
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Disadvantaged people not 
necessarily victims, says NGO leader
ANTHONY LAM

DISADVANTAGED groups 
do not have to be associated 

with misery, emphasized Lillian 
Li, Chief Executive of Direction 
Association for the Handicapped 
in Hong Kong.

The non-governmental or-
ganization leader added that 
the crucial part of her work is to 
consult with the government, or 
policymakers, to make life more 
convenient for the disadvantaged 
groups.

Before joining the Direction 
Association, Li co-founded two 
organizations: Silence Ltd. and 
SEN Rights. The former was for-
med after the passing of her you-
nger sister.

“My sister was hearing impai-
red,” said Li. “She managed to 
finish university education but 
couldn’t find a job for months.”

Although her sister managed 
to eventually find a job at a se-
condary school teaching Accoun-
ting and Commerce, she could 
not stand the massive stress and 
committed suicide. This tragedy 
prompted Li to start Silence Ltd.

When she was still working 
there the organization focused on 
the provision of family support 
as this was absent at the time in 
Hong Kong.

She also worked hard to pro-
mote the knowledge of sign lan-
guage. Li was behind the initia-
tion of juxtaposed sign lan-
guage interpretation on news-
casts. “Even though it was only 
on the English channel, it was 
started anyway,” recalled Li.

Silence Ltd. also worked 
extensively on career develo-
pment for the hearing impai-
red, “because this is the rea-
son why I started the organi-
zation,” Li said.

After working for some 
time at Silence Ltd., Li moved 
on to start another organization: 
SEN Rights. It focuses on children 

with special educational needs 
(SEN). SEN students face difficul-
ties in learning in the same envi-
ronment and manner as mains-
tream students.

At that time, the issue was not 
appropriately addressed and su-
pport for such students was not 
sufficient in Hong Kong. Along 
with a team of passionate indivi-
duals, Li flew to Taiwan to acquire 
knowledge about SEN and related 
work.

Besides advocating at gover-
nment level, SEN Rights also 
managed to invite distinguished 
scholars within the discipline to 
speak and lecture in Hong Kong.

Following these two succes-
ses, Li heard about the Direction 
Association, and she was invited 
by the then-president to become 
chief of the organization during 
its rebranding.

Of course, Li asked herself if 
she should consider the offer.

She ultimately opted to leave 
the organization she started and 
accepted the challenge because 
she believed, and still believes, 
that the founder of an organiza-
tion should step down at some 
point. “The founder’s existence is 
symbolic initially, but later it may 
slow down the development of 
the organization,” she said.

However, there was a promi-
nent challenge ahead of her. “Pa-
rachuting onto a managerial po-
sition can be very tough,” Li said. 

Before the Direction Association, 
she parachuted into a different 
organization, an experience she 

found difficult because she 
expected people would sim-
ply see her as a new boss.

“Initially I played it straigh-
tforward. Some of the collea-
gues weren’t happy, and my 
blend-in wasn’t smooth,” she 
recalled. “I distributed tasks 
to colleagues and draw a full 
stop when the tasks were fi-
nished. I seldom listened to 

their hearts.”
She has learned the lesson and 

started mildly at the Direction As-

sociation. However, despite this, 
colleagues panicked after she 
came onboard, although they had 
conducted a “background check” 
on her beforehand.

She gradually gained trust 
from her colleagues; the then di-
rector-general opened up to her 
about the problems faced by the 
Association.

In order to boost the Associa-
tion’s standing, Li’s first major 
overhaul was with the organi-
zation’s image. She changed the 

logo, based on a calligraphic work 
of the Association’s name written 
by Hong Kong star entertainer 
Andy Lau.

She also worked on de-stig-
matization of her service users, 
in such a way that the disabled 
group was not associated with ne-
gative emotions, such as misery.

Her suggestion to managers 
is that they should be able to ad-
mit their own shortcomings and 
open the door to the able to ac-
cept help.

”Parachuting 
onto a managerial 

position can be 
very tough.

LILLIAN LI
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CRIME

Employer’s millions 
scammed away by employee
ANTHONY LAM

A 
37-year-old male suspect 
surnamed Kam has been 
caught by the Judiciary 
Police for the theft of 

HKD2 million from his employer.
The case took place on July 31. 

The local suspect worked as a part 
time at a teashop in the NAPE dis-
trict which was owned by his em-
ployer.

That morning, Kam was ins-
tructed by his female employer 
to go to a VIP casino located on 
the Macau Peninsula to withdraw 
HKD2 million from the account of 
a friend of the employer.

The owner told the police that 
she trusted Kam as he has worked 
for a relatively long period at her 
shop.

The fund should have been de-
posited into the bank account of 
the teahouse owner, but Kam did 
not do so.

Instead, exactly half an hour 
after withdrawing the money, 
he went out of contact and took 

the cash across the border to the 
mainland.

Activating the Mainland-Macau 
cooperative mechanism, the Ma-
cau police was notified earlier this 
year by the mainland law-enfor-
cement that the suspect had been 
intercepted. On November 15, the 
suspect was handed over to the Ju-
diciary Police.

In his statement, the suspect 
confessed that he had taken the 
funds back to the mainland to re-
pay his own debts and for other 
purposes.

The Judiciary Police has char-
ged him with abuse of trust for a 
relatively large amount.

In another case, the Public 
Security Police Force arrested a 

30-year-old man from Taiwan, sur-
named Lin, at the Macau Interna-
tional Airport for the possession of 
forbidden arms.

At 5:40pm on November 17, the 
police received a report from the 
airport security service. A piece of 
forbidden arms was suspected to 
be in the hand baggage of Lin, who 
was passing through a pre-immi-

gration security check. The device 
was believed to be a stun gun.

After on-site investigation, the 
police confirmed that the device 
was a forbidden weapon.

The man declared that he had 
bought the device online to use as 
a lighting and safeguarding device 
and was in his bag during his trip 
in Macau.

He was charged by the police 
with the crime of Possession of 
Forbidden Arms and Explosive 
Matters.

Finally, a woman’s casino chips 
were taken and lost – twice – in her 
presence without coercion at a Co-
tai VIP casino table. 

At 3:40am, November 14, a 
47-year-old female gambler, sur-
named Wang, who was sitting next 
to her, asked for her permission to 
borrow her chips.

Before she could react, Wang 
took HKD200,000 worth of chips 
and lost betting on the player. In 
the next game, Wang got the same 
result, expect at a higher cost: 
HKD300,000.

Wang claimed that she wou-
ld pay the victim back when she 
returned to her hotel room, but it 
turned out to be a lie.

As Wang could not pay her back 
the money, the victim approached 
the Judiciary Police and asked 
for an investigation. The suspect, 
meanwhile, was caught red-han-
ded at the hotel. The case was ca-
tegorized as scam.
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Lionel Leong

Many 
lawmakers 
voice 
expectations 
for the new 
government 
MORE than five lawmakers have voi-

ced their expectations for the new 
government during yesterday’s Legislative 
Assembly (AL)  plenary. 

Ho Ion Sang thinks that it is important 
for the local government to increase their 
public administration efficiency, having 
principal officials accountable for respon-
sibilities, improve legal system establish-
ment, increase administration transparen-
cy, build a clean government and solve the 
long-existing problems in the society, in-
cluding housing and transportation issues. 

Song Pek Kei then proposed to the go-
vernment that issues related to urban re-
newals should not be rushed by the cur-
rent government but instead should be 
resolved by the next government in order 
to avoid conflicts in the society. 

Wong Kit Cheng then hoped that the 
new government will focus on improving 
hardware in terms of medical services by 
proposing that the government should su-
pport more private and non-profit medical 
organizations. 

Lam Lon Wai hoped that the govern-
ment can allocate more resources to edu-
cation, hoping that education resources 
will not be directly affected by economic 
adjustments. 

Mak Soi Kun wants the government to re-
ply to lawmakers’ questions punctually, and 
he wants the new government to improve 
the digital administration efficiency.

BUDGET 2020

Ministerial conferences 
budget doubles that of 2018 
JULIE ZHU

THE budget for the ministe-
rial conferences has nearly 

tripled from that of 2018, the 
Secretary for Economy and 
Finance Lionel Leong revea-
led yesterday while presenting 
the 2020 budget at the Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL) plenary.

The budget for several 
items has increased, inclu-
ding the budget for the 6th 
Ministerial Conference of the 
Forum of Economic and Trade 
Co-operation between Chi-
na and Portuguese-speaking 
Countries, the budget for 
the Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM), and the budget for the 
fourth Macau-Taipa bridge. 

In 2018, the actual spen-
ding in the Ministerial Confe-
rence was 87 million patacas. 
In 2019, the budget was set to 
130 millon patacas. In 2020, 
the budget nearly doubles 
that of 2019 and triples that 
of 2017, sitting at 231 million 
patacas. 

“I think it [the increase] is 
quite unusual,” Ella Lei com-
mented. 

Lei wants the government 
to justify the increased budget 
for public fund invested com-
panies such as Parafuturo de 
Macau Investment and Deve-
lopment Limited, whose Chief 
Executive Officer is lawmaker 
Chui Sai Peng. 

In 2020, Macau will be ad-
ministrated by new Chief Exe-
cutive Ho Iat Seng. As Ho takes 
office, the number of civil ser-
vants will grow as well. 

Currently, Macau has 
approximately 34,000 civil 
servants. This figure will in-
crease to 38,128 in 2020. 

Leong Sun Iok and Agnes 
Lam raised the same concern 
as Lei over the budget for the 

ministerial conference. 
“How come the govern-

ment needs 200 million to 
organize the ministerial con-
ference?” Leong asked. 

As pointed out by Agnes 
Lam, the budget for the fourth 
Macau-Taipa Bridge increa-
sed from current 8.6 billion to 
approximately 10 billion.

In reply to the lawmakers, 
Leong did not provide clear 
answers, expressing that go-
vernment representatives will 
explain in details discussions 
to lawmakers in the AL Stan-
ding Committee.

That means that the gover-
nment will only explain the 
Ministerial Conference bud-
get increase during the closed 
meetings.

Concerning the fourth 
Macau-Taipa Bridge budget 
increase, another govern-
ment representative explai-
ned that the proposed budget 
(10 billion) is the estimated 
amount given by a consultant 
company. The final spending 
on the bridge will depend on 
the outsourcing of projects re-
lated to the bridge.

The expenditure forecast 
was set at 100.689 billion pa-
tacas, a 2.6% decrease from 
2019.

The Budget 2020 was 
approved with a positive ba-
lance of over 22 billion pata-
cas ($2.75 billion).

The Government expects 
revenues from the Integra-
ted Ordinary Budget to rea-

ch 122.697 billion patacas by 
2020, up 0.3% from the year-
-end forecast, Leong said be-
fore the vote.

Forecasts for 2020 continue 
to demonstrate a local eco-
nomy that is highly dependent 
on the gaming industry: The 
Government expects to col-
lect 91 billion patacas in Spe-
cial Gambling Tax, or around 
74.5% of total revenues.

Secretary Leong said that 
gambling tax revenues for 
2020 are “equivalent to those 
of 2019. This amount is the 
result of a calculation based 
on estimates of gross gam-
bling annual revenues of 260 
billion.”

The bill was passed in the 
first reading. 
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LEI CHAN U

Lawmaker proposes 
education through labor 
JULIE ZHU

L
AWMAKER Lei Chan U 
proposed that Macau 
should carry out Edu-
cation Through Labor 

(ETL), which has been one of 
the focuses of Mainland China’s 
education framework. 

ETL is a typical practice in 
mainland China which aims at 
bringing every citizen to the rea-
lization that they should make 
contributions, most of which 
should be voluntary, to the de-
velopment of socialism. 

Lei thinks that ETL in Macau 
is far from satisfactory, and has 
not had enough importance 
placed upon it which in turn 
leads to middle and primary 
school students lacking in labor 
awareness. 

“The relevant problem does 
not only exist in Macau, but it 
is also extremely common in 
schools in mainland China,” Lei 
mentioned.

In mainland China, ETL has 
political meaning, which aims 

to instill a communist mind-
set into students from a young 
age. It is highlighted that in the 
“socialism” of China, working is 
viewed as an honorable obliga-
tion for every citizen. 

ETL is not considered equiva-
lent to earning a living through 
individual work, meaning that 
ETL education does not aim to 
teach students how to be clean 
at home, how to cook, or how to 
communicate. ETL education 
means educating students on 
how to be willing to become a 
worker. 

In practice, this means that 
students are often guided to 
learn theories related to the 
working class. 

Lei noted that the mainland’s 
education authority previously 
said that ETL in mainland China 
has been weakened in schools, 
softened in families, and has 
faded in the society, “which has 
fostered the idea of becoming 
rich overnight and gaining wi-
thout working.” 

Lei additionally cited the 

mainland education authority’s 
opinion that students should be 
trained to become high-quality 
laborers. 

Although ETL policy is not 
only practiced in schools, it is 
widely implemented in main-
land companies, regardless of 
their size and level.

Lei said that in order to 
comply with the mainland me-
thods, ETL can be promoted in 
career and society education 
campaigns. 

“However, promoting ETL in 
schools is probably even more 
effective to form labor values 
into the lifestyle of the society,” 
said Lei. 

Lei listed his three proposals 
for implementing ETL, which is 
coherent with relevant policies 
in mainland China:

In primary school, Lei wants 
students to be trained to love la-
bor, to respect labor, and to un-
derstand the honor and pride of 
being a worker. In high school, 
ETL should focus on studying 
labour-related theories. 

“It is of the utmost impor-
tance that it [the government] 
should help students to build 
a correct employment value,” 
said Lei. 

Besides Lei, other lawmakers 
expressed their concerns over 
education and the patriotic 
education of young people. 

Si Ka Lon criticized Hong 
Kong students for expressing 
their demands, saying that 
many Macau residents are an-

gry at those Hong Kong stu-
dents. 

Si wants local government to 
include Chinese constitution 
law and the Basic Law as com-
pulsory subjects in all schools. 

Ma Chi Seng also continued 
his AL speech by calling for 
heavier patriotic education, 
noting that “blood is thicker 
than water,” which values fa-
mily relationship above every-
thing. 
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Protesters scramble over a railing at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University yesterday as tear gas fired by the police fills the air

HONG KONG 

Police battle protesters 
in university siege
KEN MORITSUGU, 
HONG KONG

AS night fell in Hong Kong, 
police tightened a siege yes-

terday at a university campus as 
hundreds of anti-government 
protesters trapped inside sought 
to escape.

Huge crowds of supporters ad-
vanced on foot toward the police 
from outside the cordon to try to 
disrupt the police operation, whi-
le others emerged from the cam-
pus, their trademark umbrellas 
at the fore. Police in some places 
swooped in to subdue protesters 
and make arrests.

Some protesters abseiled off a 
footbridge to a road below whe-
re they were met by motorbike 
riders helping them flee. It was 
unclear whether they got away 
safely.

Hong Kong’s anti-government 
protesters, who have adopted 
fluid hit-and-run techniques to 
press their monthslong move-
ment, were having that philo-
sophy put to the test after barri-
cading themselves inside Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University and 
sought desperately to escape po-
lice determined to arrest them.

Senior government officials 
said they were trying to de-esca-
late the situation and urged the 
protesters to peacefully leave the 
campus and cooperate with poli-
ce — advice that seemed certain 
to lead to arrests and therefore 
strengthened the protesters’ re-

solve to resist.
Riot officers broke in one en-

trance before dawn as fires raged 
inside and outside the school, but 
they didn’t appear to get very far. 
Fiery explosions could be seen 
as protesters responded with ga-
soline bombs. Police, who have 
warned that everyone in the area 
could be charged with rioting, 
reportedly made a handful of ar-
rests.

For days, protesters have for-
tified the campus to keep police 
from getting in. Cornered by au-
thorities, they were trying to get 
out.

Officers repelled one attempt 
yesterday morning with tear gas, 
driving a few hundred protesters 
back onto the campus.

The give-and-take has played 
out repeatedly during the city’s 
months of anti-government un-
rest. The protesters want to avoid 
arrest. The police want to pick up 
as many as they can.

“These rioters, they are also 
criminals. They have to face the 
consequences of their acts,” said 
Cheuk Hau-yip, the commander 
of Kowloon West district, where 
Polytechnic is located.

“Other than coming out to 
surrender, I don’t see, at the mo-
ment, there’s any viable option for 
them,” he said.

Cheuk said police have the abi-
lity and resolve to end the stando-
ff peacefully so protesters should 
not “try their luck.”

Protesters won on a legal front 

when the high court struck down 
a mask ban imposed by the go-
vernment last month. The court 
said it did not consider anti-mask 
laws unconstitutional in general, 
but in this case, the law infringed 
on fundamental rights further 
than was reasonably necessary.

Many protesters wear masks 
to shield their identities from 
surveillance cameras that could 
be used to arrest and prosecute 
them. The ban has been widely 
ignored, and police have charged 
protesters with wearing masks.

The protests started peace-
fully in early June, sparked by 
proposed legislation that would 
have allowed criminal suspects 
to be extradited to the mainland. 
But by the time the bill was with-
drawn, the protests had hardened 
and broadened into a resistance 
movement against the territory’s 
government and Beijing.

Activists see the extradition 
bill as an example of Hong Kong’s 
eroding autonomy under Bei-
jing’s rule since the 1997 hando-
ver from colonial power Britain.

The head of a nationalistic 
Chinese newspaper said Hong 
Kong police should use snipers 
to fire live ammunition at violent 
protesters.

“If the rioters are killed, the po-
lice should not have to bear legal 
responsibility,” Global Times edi-
tor Hu Xijin wrote on his Weibo 
social media account.

Anti-government protesters 
barricaded themselves inside 

Polytechnic last week. Police sur-
rounded the area Sunday night 
and began moving in after issuing 
an ultimatum for people to leave 
the area. The crowd wore raincoa-
ts and carried umbrellas to shield 
themselves from police water 
cannons.

At daybreak, protesters remai-
ned in control of most of the cam-
pus. In one outdoor area, some 
demonstrators made gasoline 
bombs while others dozed while 
wearing gas masks. Two walked 
about with bows and quivers of 
arrows, while many stared at their 
smartphones.

“We are exhausted because we 
were up since 5 a.m. yesterday,” 
said a protester who gave only his 
first name, Matthew. “We are des-
perate because our supplies are 
running low.”

A lull settled on the area as the 
president of the university said in 
a video message that police have 
agreed to suspend their use of 
force.

Jin-Guang Teng said police 
would allow protesters to leave 
and he would accompany them 
to the police station to ensure 
their cases would be processed 
fairly.

“I hope that you will accept the 
proposed temporary suspension 
of force and leave the campus in a 
peaceful manner,” he said.

It seemed unlikely the protes-
ters would accept the offer given 
that they would all likely be arres-
ted.

A few hundred streamed out of 
the campus about 8:15 a.m. in an 
apparent bid to escape, but they 
were driven back by police tear 
gas. Some wearing gas masks cal-
mly picked up smoking tear gas 
canisters and dropped them into 
heavy-duty bags, but the protes-

ters decided to retreat with a pha-
lanx of officers lined up across the 
road in the distance.

Police have set up a dragnet 
around the campus to try to ar-
rest protesters, who typically try 
to melt away after blocking traffic 
or causing other disruption befo-
re police run in to grab as many 
as they can.

Other protesters blocked a 
major road not far from the Poly-
technic campus to distract police 
and help those inside the campus 
escape.

They tossed paving stones 
onto stretches of Nathan Road as 
police chased them with tear gas.

An injured woman arrested at 
a Nathan Road intersection for 
participating in an unlawful as-
sembly escaped after protesters 
stopped her ambulance and hur-
led rocks and bricks inside.

One police officer fired three 
warning shots, a statement on the 
police Facebook page said.

Police issued a “wanted” noti-
ce for the 20-year-old woman and 
said anyone who aided her could 
be charged with assisting an of-
fender, which can be punished by 
up to 10 years in prison.

The road closure added to 
transport woes during the mor-
ning commute, with several train 
stations still closed because of 
damage by protesters last week 
and a section of one line closed 
completely near Polytechnic.

The Education Bureau annou-
nced that classes from kindergar-
ten to high school would be sus-
pended for the sixth straight day 
Tuesday because of safety con-
cerns. Most classes are expected 
to resume Wednesday, except for 
kindergarten and classes for the 
disabled, which are suspended 
until Sunday, the bureau said. AP
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French aircrafts of the Patrouille de France spray colored smoke during a performance on the opening day of the Dubai Airshow 

DUBAI AIRSHOW

Emirates announces order for 
50 Airbus A350s worth $16b
AYA BATRAWY, DUBAI

D
UBAI-BASED carrier 
Emirates announced 
yesterday it would be 
buying 20 additional 

wide-body Airbus A350s, bringing 
its total order for the aircraft to 50 
in a deal worth $16 billion at list 
price.

The announcement essentially 
confirms a February order for 30 
of the A350-900 planes that Emi-
rates had announced that month 
and tacks on another 20 of Airbus’ 
newest generation wide-body air-
craft, bringing the total to 50.

Emirates Group Chairman and 
CEO Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al 

Maktoum said the new deal “re-
placed” February’s agreement for 
an intent to purchase 70 Airbus 
aircraft, which had included 40 of 
the A330neo. That deal was valued 
around $21.4 billion.

Yesterday’s announcement by 
Emirates is the first major purcha-
sing agreement to be unveiled at 
the biennial Dubai Airshow this 
year amid a slowdown in major 
purchases by the Middle East’s big 
Gulf airlines. The airshow opened 
on Sunday and runs until Thurs-
day on the grounds near Dubai’s 
newest international airport.

Meanwhile, Abu Dhabi’s fla-
gship carrier Etihad Airways said 
it’s launching one of the world’s 

most fuel-efficient long-haul air-
planes as the company seeks to 
save costs on fuel and position 
itself as a more environmentally-
-conscious choice for travelers.

Etihad’s “Greenliner” is a Boeing 
787 Dreamliner that will depart on 
its first route from Abu Dhabi to 
Brussels in January 2020. Etihad’s 
CEO Tony Douglas described the 
aircraft as a flying laboratory for 
testing that could benefit the enti-
re industry.

With fuel costs eating up arou-
nd a quarter of airline spending, 
Douglas said the goal of the Green-
liner is to be 20% more fuel effi-
cient than other aircraft in Etihad’s 
fleet.

“This is not just a box-ticking 
exercise,” he told reporters at the 
unveiling of the initiative at the 
Dubai Airshow alongside executi-
ves from Boeing.

Douglas said the aircraft “not 
only makes sense economically 
from a profit and loss account 
point of view, but because it also 
directly impacts the CO2 because 
of the fuel burn.”

Etihad has reported losses of 
$4.75 billion since 2016 as its stra-
tegy of aggressively buying stakes 
in airlines from Europe to Austra-
lia exposed the company to major 
risks.

Despite its financials, the airline 
continues to be among the most 

innovative.
This year, Etihad flew the wor-

ld’s first passenger flight using sus-
tainable biofuel made from a plant 
that grows in saltwater. It also be-
came the first in the Middle East 
to operate a flight without any sin-
gle-use plastics on board to raise 
awareness of the effects of plastic 
pollution.

Aviation accounts for a small 
but rapidly growing share of gree-
nhouse-gas emissions — about 
2.5% worldwide. But forecasters 
expect air travel to grow rapidly in 
the coming years.

There’s a small but growing 
movement in Europe and North 
America that’s shunning air travel 
because it produces high levels of 
greenhouse gas emissions. The 
trend is most prominent in Swe-
den, where the likes of teen clima-
te activist Greta Thunberg have 
challenged travelers to confront 
the huge carbon cost of flying.

Some campaigners are also 
“flight shaming” travelers for their 
carbon footprint. Most recently, 
Prince Harry and his wife Meghan 
were criticized for flying on private 
jets this summer while calling for 
more action on climate change.

Etihad says it plans to make the 
Greenliner a “social media star” to 
bring under sharper focus its deve-
lopments and achievements worl-
dwide. Douglas said anything that 
Eithad learns with Boeing from 
this aircraft’s operations will be 
open domain knowledge “becau-
se it’s about moving the industry 
forward in a responsible fashion.”

“We’re like a millennial and like 
all good millennials, they’re really 
focused on the environment and 
the sustainability agenda,” Dou-
glas said, referring to Etihad’s 16 
years in operation.

The Greenliner will be the only 
aircraft of its kind in Etihad’s fleet 
of Dreamliners. The company cur-
rently has 36 of the 787s in its fleet 
with plans to operate 50.

“This is a small step today, but 
in a very, very long journey,” Dou-
glas said. AP

CORPORATE BITS
Wynn donates MOP600,000 to two charitable organizations

The Parisian Macao’s Head 
of Customer Services, Allen 
Wang, has been honoured 
for his work in the hospita-
lity industry at the Stelliers 

Wynn is continuing its su-
pport of Tung Sin Tong’s annual 
fundraising campaign, dona-
ting MOP600,000 to support 
the organization’s various so-
cial welfare and poverty allevia-
tion services.

The Parisian team member receives hospitality accolade
Wang took home the title 

‘Concierge Hotelier: Greater 
China’ at the sixth edition of 
the prestigious award event.

“We are fortunate to have 
numerous team members 
working passionately and 
collaboratively to ensure 
guests have the best expe-
rience when they are with us, 
of whom Allen is a perfect 
example,” said Kris Kaminsky, 
senior vice president Hotel 
Operations, Sands China 
Ltd. 

The gala awards event was 
held at the Four Seasons 
Macao which welcomed 
applications from over 50 
properties  in  mainland Chi-
na, Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan. 

to a delegation from Tung Sin 
Tong which included the presi-
dent of the Board of Directors, 
Jose Chui.

Now marking its fourteenth 
year of partnership, Wynn has 
supported Tung Sin Tong since 
2006 as part of its dedicated 
contribution to local charitable 
services, a press release issued 
by the gaming operator notes. 

Wynn also continues to 
support the annual charity 
event “Walk for a Million” this 
year. In addition to donating 
MOP600,000 to the Charity 
Fund from the Readers of Ma-
cao Daily News, Wynn has also 
organized 1,300 team mem-
bers and their families to join 
the annual charity walk to be 
held on December 8.

Greater China 2019 award 
ceremony, which took place 
recently in Macao, the ga-
ming operator announced 
in a statement.

A cheque presentation ce-
remony to mark the contribu-
tion was recently held at Wynn 
Palace. Linda Chen, vice chair-
man and executive director of 
Wynn Macau, Limited, and her 
team, presented the cheque 
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New foreign student enrollment at US colleges

EDUCATION

US draws fewer new foreign 
students for 3rd straight year

Apple iPhone 11 scores early China success, official data shows
CHINESE consumers 

are rediscovering their 
appetite for iPhones.

Apple Inc. shipped 10 
million iPhones in China 
during September and Oc-
tober, based on Bloomberg’s 
calculations from govern-
ment data on overall and 
Android device shipments. 
That’s the first indication of 
the company’s performance 
following the autumn relea-
se of its latest gadgets, and it 
shows iPhone shipments up 
6% from a year earlier, accor-
ding to the China Academy 

of Information and Com-
munications Technology, 
which is run by the country’s 
technology ministry.

That affirms expecta-
tions that Apple’s iPhone 11 
is selling more strongly than 
its predecessor, particularly 
in a market that’s second 
only to the U.S. in its im-
portance to Apple’s bottom 
line. The company had re-
cently been stuck in a rut 
in China, ceding ground 
to local rivals like Huawei 
Technologies Co. and Xiao-
mi Corp., which offer more 

enticing pricing, better spe-
cifications and increasin-
gly premium design. Apple 
also lost market share to 
Samsung Electronics Co. 
and Huawei globally prior 
to the iPhone 11’s release. 
Chief Executive Officer Tim 
Cook has said new pricing, a 
monthly payment program 
and trade-in offers helped 
the iPhone’s performance 
in China.

“Chinese customers 
seem to be receiving the 
iPhone 11 series better than 
last year’s models because 

of the lowered retail price,” 
said Nicole Peng, a Canalys 
analyst. “We see weaker shi-
pments for old models but 
the latest products are going 
strong.”

Read more: Apple As-
sembler’s Profit Beat Signals 
Good iPhone 11 Demand

Overall Chinese smar-
tphone shipments dropped 
5% to 69.3 million units 
during the two months, 
according to reports pub-
lished by the academy, whi-
ch is run by the Ministry of 
Industry and Information 

Technology and tracks the 
number of smartphones 
that get permits to be sold 
in China.

Apple took major strides 
to increase battery life in its 
iPhone 11 and 11 Pro devi-
ces while lowering the star-
ting price by $50. After years 
of stagnation in cameras, 
the company overhauled 
the iPhone’s image quali-
ty this year, catching up to 
category leaders Google 
and Huawei. This approa-
ch drew an overwhelmingly 
positive critical reception.

In China, however, Apple 
still faces an uphill climb 
against local brands like 
Huawei and Xiaomi. Beyond 
new device sales, Apple’s 
other major challenge the-
re will be to make available 
more of its lucrative subs-
cription services. As the 
company transitions to a 
business model more reliant 
on recurring fees - such as via 
iTunes Music, Apple TV+ and 
Apple Arcade - their unavai-
lability in China becomes in-
creasingly a hurdle to grow-
th. BLOOMBERG

COLLIN BINKLEY 

THE number of foreign studen-
ts coming to U.S. colleges and 

universities continued to fall last 
year, according to a new report, 
but the Trump administration 
says the drop should be blamed 
on high tuition costs and not stu-
dents’ concerns over the nation’s 
political atmosphere.

An annual report from the Ins-
titute of International Education 
found that the number of newly 
enrolled international students 
dipped by 1% in fall 2018 compa-
red to the year before. It follows 
decreases of 7% and 3% in the 
previous two years, which were 
the first downturns in more than 
a decade.

The downturn is a worry for 
universities that have come to rely 
on tuition from foreign students, 
who are typically charged higher 
rates. Some schools have blamed 
President Donald Trump’s rhetoric 
against immigrants for driving stu-
dents away, but officials at the Sta-
te Department, which pays for the 
annual report, dismissed the idea.

Caroline Casagrande, deputy 
assistant secretary for academic 
programs at the department’s 
Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs, said students are de-
terred by the high cost to attend 
U.S. schools. She said the down-
turn is tied to students who were 
applying to college during the 
Obama administration, and that 
the numbers appear to be rebou-
nding under Trump.

“What we’ve seen today is a dra-
matically better picture compared 
to last year’s declines,” Casagrande 
said during a call with reporters. 
“The Trump administration has 
dedicated more resources than 
ever to international student mo-
bility.”

While fewer new students are 
coming, the study found that 
more are staying for professio-
nal training after they graduate. 
More than 220,000 were granted 
permission to stay for temporary 
work through a federal program, 
an increase of about 10% over fall 
2017.

China continued to send more 
students than any other country, 
followed by India and South Korea 
and Saudi Arabia. But booming 
years of growth from China have 
leveled off. The number 
of overall Chinese stu-
dents in the country ti-
cked up by less than 2%, 
and some campuses have 
seen major decreases in 
Chinese enrollment.

The number of Chi-
nese students at the Uni-
versity of Alabama has 
decreased by 43% over 
the past two years, to 266, 
according to the universi-
ty’s annual enrollment re-
port. At the University of Iowa and 
at Kansas State University, Chine-
se enrollment fell by about a third 
in that span.

Declines from China have been 
attributed to several factors. Chi-
nese students have reported diffi-
culty getting U.S. visas amid a tra-
de war between the two nations. 
Universities in Australia and Cana-

da have worked harder to attract 
Chinese students. And some scho-
lars say concerns over academic 
espionage have fueled anti-China 
sentiment on U.S. campuses.

State Department officials 
said that they’re working to ease 
tensions and encourage Chinese 
students to study in the U.S. The 
department recently sent a dele-
gation to China to promote acade-
mic exchange, and U.S. Ambassa-
dor Terry Branstad recently wrote 
an op-ed in a Chinese youth publi-
cation inviting students to study at 

U.S. schools.
“The State Department has 

been working hard to make sure 
Chinese students know they’re 
welcome in the United States,” Ca-

sagrande said. “We want 
these Chinese students 
here.”

The report also found 
that far fewer students are 
coming from Saudi Ara-
bia, a shift that began in 
2017 after the Gulf nation 
scaled back a scholarship 
program for global stu-
dy. There were also dips 
in students coming from 
South Korea, Japan and 
Mexico.

Meanwhile, the U.S. attrac-
ted growing numbers of students 
from Asia, Latin America and Afri-
ca. Numbers from Brazil and Ban-
gladesh jumped 10% last year, the 
report found, while Nigeria ticked 
up 6%. Many universities have 
shifted their recruiting efforts to 
those areas in recent years as they 
look to offset losses from China.

“More institutions are expan-
ding their outreach in more re-
gions,” said Mirka Martel, the 
head of research, evaluation and 
learning at the Institute of Inter-
national Education, which is ba-
sed in New York. “This growth de-
monstrates how attractive a U.S. 
education is for students around 
the world.”

The academic subjects studen-
ts come to study are also starting 
to shift. The number of students 
studying business, an area that 
has long been a draw for Chinese 
students, fell by 7% last year, the 
report found. Meanwhile, math 
and computer science saw a 9% 
increase and surpassed business 
as the No. 2 subject behind engi-
neering.

While the report focuses on data 
from 2018, it also included early 
findings for this year. Among more 
than 500 schools surveyed, the 
number of newly enrolled foreign 
students fell by 1% again, while the 
number of total international stu-
dents fell by about 2%. AP

The number of overall 
Chinese students in 

the country ticked up 
by less than 2%, and 

some campuses have 
seen major decreases 
in Chinese enrollment
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Uighurs and their supporters protest in front of the Permanent Mission of China to the United Nations in New York back in March 15, 2018

Gov’t lashes out at NY Times 
report on Xinjiang documents

Beijing urges US to “stop flexing muscles” in South China Sea
ROBERT BURNS, 
BANGKOK 

CHINA yesterday ur-
ged the U.S. military to 

“stop flexing muscles” in 
the disputed South China 
Sea, a point of persistent 
friction in a relationship 
both sides said was gene-
rally improving.

A spokesman for the Chi-
nese Ministry of Defense, 
Col. Wu Qian, told reporters 
in Bangkok that the South 
China Sea was among nu-
merous issues discussed 
earlier in the day when U.S. 
Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper held his first face-
-to-face meeting with the 
Chinese defense minister, 
Gen. Wei Fenghe. They met 
for more than half an hour 
on the margins of a broader 
Asia defense officials’ con-
ference.

“We agreed to keep 
talking and engaging fre-
quently,” Esper told repor-
ters afterward in a brief 
exchange. “We continue 

to make progress on any 
number of issues.”

The South China Sea 
for years has been a major 
point of contention be-

tween Beijing and Washin-
gton. China claims the 
South China Sea as its so-
vereign territory, but those 
claims overlap with those 

of other Asian governmen-
ts. The United States has 
no territorial stake but has 
periodically sailed Navy 
ships through areas of the 
sea that China considers 
off-limits.

Wu, the defense minis-
try spokesman, told a news 
conference that Esper and 
Wei had a “very positive and 
constructive” meeting and 
“agreed in many areas.” But 
he was clear that Beijing is 
irritated at the U.S. Navy’s 
presence in the South Chi-
na Sea. Wu said Wei reaffir-
med China’s commitment 
to safeguarding “territorial 
sovereignty and maritime 
rights and interests” in the 
South China Sea.

“The Chinese side also 
urges the U.S. side to stop 
flexing muscles in the 
South China Sea and do 
not provoke and escalate 

tensions in the South Chi-
na Sea,” he said through a 
Chinese interpreter. Asked 
by a reporter to be more 
specific about Chinese ob-
jections, Wu said the U.S. 
should “stop intervening 
in the South China Sea 
and stop military provoca-
tions.”

Esper spokesman Jona-
than Hoffman said in a later 
statement that the U.S. de-
fense secretary “pointedly 
reiterated that the United 
States will fly, sail and ope-
rate wherever international 
law allows — and we will 
encourage and protect the 
rights of other sovereign 
nations to do the same.”

Asked about China’s view 
on the civil unrest in Hong 
Kong, Wu said, “Ending vio-
lence and restoring order is 
the most pressing task we 
have in Hong Kong.” AP

C
HINA’S foreign ministry 
lashed out at The New 
York Times yesterday 
over its release of leaked 

documents portraying the inner 
workings of Beijing’s campaign to 
detain more than a million Mus-
lims in reeducation camps.

Spokesman Geng Shuang accu-
sed the newspaper of ignoring the 
true reasons behind and success of 

what China terms a campaign to 
end poverty, separatism and reli-
gious extremism. He said the fact 
Xinjiang hasn’t suffered a terrorist 
attack in three years — about the 
length of the time the internmen-
ts have been carried out in earnest 
— demonstrates the correctness of 
the policy.

Geng told reporters at a daily 
briefing that the article is a “clumsy 

patchwork” based on “selected in-
terpretation” of the documents.

“It is hyping up these so-called 
internal documents to smear Chi-
na’s efforts in Xinjiang. What is the 
agenda?” he said.

Geng said China would conti-
nue “to do a good job” in imple-
menting policies in Xinjiang aimed 
at expanding development and 
prosperity.

“Xinjiang’s continuing prosperi-
ty, stability, ethnic unity and social 
harmony are the strongest refuta-
tion to the allegations by certain 
media and individuals,” he said.

Geng did not question the va-
lidity of the documents, which 
detail among other things the pi-
votal role played by President and 
Communist Party leader Xi Jinping 
in demanding a harsh crackdown 

in Xinjiang.
Xi is quoted as warning that 

economic development alone 
will not extinguish demands for 
independence among Xinjiang’s 
Uighurs and other Muslim groups, 
who are linguistically, culturally 
and religiously distinct from Chi-
na’s majority Han people and 
make up about half of the vast, re-
source-rich region’s population of 
25 million.

Xi is also quoted as endorsing a 
more forceful indoctrination cam-
paign among Muslims, seen as 
leading to the establishment of the 
sprawling network of camps.

“There must be effective educa-
tional remolding and transforma-
tion of criminals,” he told officials 
in heavily Uighur south Xinjiang 
during a 2014 trip. “And even af-
ter these people are released, their 
education and transformation 
must continue.”

China first denied the existence 
of the camps, then described them 
as de-radicalization centers aimed 
at providing job training to raise li-
ving standards and make Muslims 
less susceptible to religious extre-
mism and separatism.

Those released from the camps 
describe them as virtual prisons 
where conditions are difficult and 
punishments harsh. They say they 
are forced to renounce Islam and 
Uighur culture as backward and 
swear loyalty to Xi and the Com-
munist Party in what some call a 
campaign of cultural genocide.

The camp network is the lyn-
chpin of a systematic attack on 
Muslim culture that has seen fa-
milies torn apart and forced to 
host party workers in their ho-
mes to spy on them, mosques 
demolished and young Muslims 
forced to return from studying 
abroad. AP

Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenghe, left, greets U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
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MALAYSIA

Former PM Najib’s third 
corruption trial opens

FORMER Malaysian leader Na-
jib Razak’s third corruption trial 

opened yesterday, with prosecu-
tors saying Najib had tampered 
with a government audit of the 
1MDB state investment fund in a 
bid to avoid civil and criminal pro-
ceedings.

Najib, 66, faces multiple corrup-
tion charges linked to the looting 
of the 1MDB fund, a scandal that 
contributed to his election defeat 
last year.

Prosecutor Gopal Sri Ram said 
Najib was the “supreme power” in 
1MDB and had sought to cover up 
his tracks when the scandal first 
broke out in public in mid-2015. 
Sri Ram said his team will show 
how Najib had abused his power 
to alter or remove material infor-
mation from the Auditor-Gene-
ral’s report on 1MDB before it was 
presented to the Public Accounts 
Committee in parliament.

Sri Ram said the meddling was 
to cover up the extent of his role 
and that of fugitive Malaysian 
financier Low Taek Jho, better 
known as Jho Low, in the affairs of 
the fund. He described Low as Na-
jib’s “mirror image or alter ego.”

“There were passages in the re-
port that caused concern to Najib, 
though they were true in fact. He 
became non-plussed, if not agita-
ted. He took positive steps to have 
these passengers altered or remo-
ved,” Sri Ram said in is opening 
remarks.

He said Najib knew “if the truth 
emerged, he would be exposed to 
civil and criminal liabilities.”

Najib denies any wrongdoing 
and accuses Malaysia’s new go-
vernment of seeking political 
vengeance. The former leader, 
whose father and uncles were the 
country’s second and third prime 

ministers respectively, could face 
years in prison if convicted.

His lawyers say he was misled 
by rogue bankers led by Jho Low, 
identified by the United States as 
the mastermind behind the scan-
dal and wanted in both countries.

Najib is being jointly tried with 
Arul Kanda Kandasamy, 1MDB ex-

-CEO, who is accused of abetting 
him. Yesterday’s trial opened just 
days after another court ordered 
Najib to enter his defense in his 
first corruption case linked to mo-
ney entering his account from a 
former 1MDB unit.

His ongoing second trial started 
in August.

In all, Najib faces 42 charges of 
criminal breach of trust, graft, abu-
se of power and money laundering 
in five criminal cases over 1MDB 
corruption that led to investiga-
tions in the U.S. and several coun-
tries. His wife and stepson, several 
officials from his government, and 
the U.S. firm Goldman Sachs also 
face charges related to the scandal.

U.S. investigators say at least 
$4.5 billion was stolen from 1MDB 
by Najib’s associates and laun-
dered through layers of bank ac-
counts in the U.S. and other coun-
tries to finance Hollywood films 
and buy hotels, a luxury yacht, art 
works, jewelry and other extrava-
gances. More than $700 million 
from the fund allegedly landed in 
Najib’s bank account.

Prosecutors earlier made slight 
amendments to the charge against 
Najib and Arul Kanda, adding spe-
cific passages in the audit report 
that were doctored.

Najib’s lawyer Muhammad Sha-
fee Abdullah appealed for more 
time, saying the defense team 
faces “three battle fronts and it is 
worse than Waterloo.” But the jud-
ge ordered the trial to proceed.

Sri Ram said prosecutors will 
at a later stage summon Arul Kan-
da as a prosecution witness. Arul 
Kanda’s lawyer, N. Sivananthan, 
expressed surprise, saying his 
client can’t give evidence against 
himself and that he will object at 
the time. AP
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North Korea says it won’t give 
Trump a summit for free

Indian students face off with police amid fee protest
HUNDREDS of students 

from a New Delhi uni-
versity faced off yesterday 
with police, who stopped 
their march toward Parlia-
ment to protest increased 
student housing fees.

The students from 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity chanted slogans and 
attempted to cross police 
barricades. Police detained 
several students during the 
march.

The Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Students’ Union 
said in a statement that the 
students were attacked by 
the police during the protest.

“The police used brutal 
force to disrupt our peaceful 
march and several students 
have been injured,” the sta-
tement said.

The students wanted to 

appeal to lawmakers to in-
tervene in their university’s 
decision to hike the fees, whi-
ch they have been protesting 
for more than two weeks. 
Last week, hundreds of pro-
testing students clashed with 
the police during the univer-
sity’s graduation ceremony.

Rent for a single-bed 
room was increased to the 
equivalent of more than $8 
per month from less than $1 
per month. The security de-
posit more than doubled to 
more than $160.

Many students said they 
fear the fee structure would 
make education inaccessible 
to underprivileged students.

“I am the first from my fa-
mily to study at a university. 
By raising housing fees, the 
university administration is 
putting a price on affordable 

education,” said Jyoti Shar-
ma, a student at the march.

Students held signs at the 
march reading “Save public 
education” and “Ensure af-
fordable hostels for all.”

Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) leader Sitaram Ye-
chury offered his support to 
the protesting students.

“A peaceful protest mar-
ch to Parliament against the 
unprecedented fee hikes is 
being forcibly stopped by the 
police. Strongly condemn 
this denial of basic democra-
tic right to protest,” he twee-
ted.

The students marched 
despite the university saying 
it would partially roll back 
the fees.

“The students will not pay 
the increased fee,” said Ashu-
tosh Verma, a student. AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea yesterday 
responded to a tweet 
by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump that hin-

ted at another summit with Nor-
th Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
saying it has no interest in giving 
Trump further meetings to brag 
about unless it gets something 
substantial in return.

The statement by Foreign Mi-
nistry adviser Kim Kye Gwan is 
the latest call by North Korea for 
U.S. concessions ahead of an 
end-of-year deadline set by Kim 
Jong Un for the Trump adminis-
tration to offer mutually accep-
table terms for a deal to salvage 

nuclear diplomacy.
Following a U.S. decision over 

the weekend to call off joint mili-
tary exercises with South Korea to 
create space for diplomacy with 
the North, Trump in a tweet ur-
ged Kim Jong Un to “act quickly, 
get the deal done” and hinted at 
another summit between them, 
saying “See you soon!”

But Kim Kye Gwan reitera-
ted his government’s stance that 
Washington must discard what 
North Korea sees as “hostile” poli-
cies to keep the negotiations alive.

“Three rounds of DPRK-U.S. 
summit meetings and talks were 
held since June last year, but no 
particular improvement has been 
achieved in the DPRK-U.S. re-

lations ... the U.S. only seeks to 
earn time, pretending it has made 
progress in settling the issue of 
the Korean Peninsula,” he said in 
a statement carried by the offi-
cial Korean Central News Agency, 
referring to North Korea by the 
initials of its formal name, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea.

“We are no longer interested in 
such talks that bring nothing to 
us. As we have got nothing in re-
turn, we will no longer gift the U.S. 
president with something he can 
boast of, but get compensation 
for the successes that President 
Trump is proud of as his adminis-
trative achievements.”

Kim Kye Gwan is a veteran di-

plomat who led the North Korean 
delegation at much of the now-
-dormant six-nation nuclear di-
sarmament talks held in Beijing in 
2003-2008.

His statement came hours after 
KCNA reported that Kim Jong Un 
supervised a parachuting drill by 
military sharpshooters and vowed 
to build an “invincible army,” dis-
playing more defiance despite the 
decision by the U.S. and South 
Korea to shelve their drills.

It was North Korea’s second 
publicized military drill in three 
days. A report Saturday said Kim 
urged combat pilots to prepare 
against enemies “armed to the 
teeth” while attending a flight de-
monstration.

North Korea has been ramping 
up missile tests and other military 
demonstrations in recent mon-
ths in an apparent pressure tactic 
over the talks.

Negotiations have faltered sin-
ce a February summit between 
Kim and Trump in Vietnam which 
broke down after the U.S. rejected 
North Korean demands for broad 
sanctions relief in exchange for a 
partial surrender of its nuclear ca-
pabilities.

Kim later issued his end-of-
-year deadline and has also said 
the North would seek a “new 
path” if the United States persists 
with sanctions and pressure.

Working-level talks last month 
in Sweden broke down over what 
the North Koreans described as 
the Americans’ “old stance and 
attitude.”

North Korea last week said the 
United States has proposed a re-
sumption of negotiations in De-
cember. Kim Myong Gil, who was 
the North’s main negotiator for 
the Stockholm talks, didn’t clearly 
say whether the North would ac-
cept the supposed U.S. offer and 
said the country has no interest in 
talks if they are aimed at buying 
time without discussing solu-
tions.

He said North Korea isn’t 
willing to make a deal over “ma-
tters of secondary importance,” 
such as possible U.S. offers to for-
mally declare an end to the 1950-
53 Korean War, which was halted 
by a cease-fire, not a peace treaty, 
or establish a liaison office be-
tween the countries.

At an Asian defense ministers’ 
conference in Bangkok on Sun-
day, U.S. Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper said the United States has 
indefinitely postponed a joint mi-
litary exercise with South Korea in 
an “act of goodwill” toward North 
Korea. AP
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Maj. Gen. Hugo Carvajal

UK

Johnson denies any wrongdoing 
in ties with US tech exec

SPAIN

Court says wanted Venezuelan spy still missing
CIARAN GILES, MADRID

A Spanish National Court 
official confirmed yester-

day that a former Venezue-
lan spymaster accused of 
attempting to “flood” the Uni-
ted States with drugs remains 
missing since an order for his 
arrest pending extradition 
was issued this month.

The official said the order 
for Maj. Gen. Hugo Carvajal’s 
arrest in Madrid was issued 
Nov. 8, after the court reversed 
an earlier ruling that rejected 
the U.S. extradition request 
for allegedly being politically 
motivated.

He said Carvajal has yet to 
be located. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity 

under court rules.
Carvajal was for over a de-

cade the eyes and ears in the 
military of late Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chávez.

Carvajal had been free on 
bail with his passport confis-
cated following the initial ru-
ling. Failure to locate him has 
been seen as very embarras-
sing for Spanish authorities.

The U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration ties 
Carvajal to a 5.6-ton cocaine 
shipment busted in Mexico in 
2006 and accuse him of aiding 
and protecting Colombian 
guerrillas.

In the extradition ruling 
released yesterday but dated 
Nov. 8, the court rejected the 
earlier decision and said the 

case involved “continued and 
organized behavior in rela-
tion to drug trafficking over 
20 years.”

Should Carvajal be located 
and arrested, the final word 
on his extradition will still lie 
with the Spanish government.

There was no immedia-
te comment from Carvajal’s 
lawyer.

The U.S. had been seeking 
Carvajal’s extradition since 
the former head of Venezue-
la’s military intelligence fled 
to Spain in late March af-
ter publicly supporting the 
opposition’s efforts to oust 
Venezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro.

Prosecutors in New York 
say Carvajal should face trial 
for “narcoterrorism” as part 
of a group of Venezuelan 
officials who were charged 
with “flooding” the U.S. with 
drugs. AP

DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

B
RITISH Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson faced 
new questions yesterday 
about his relationship 

with an American businesswoman 
who allegedly received favors and 
public funds while Johnson was 
the mayor of London.

A major speech by Johnson to 
business leaders ahead of Britain’s 
Dec. 12 election was overshadowed 
by tech entrepreneur Jennifer Ar-
curi, who accused the prime mi-
nister of discarding her “like some 
fleeting one-night stand” amid 
a media storm about their rela-
tionship.

A police watchdog is investi-
gating claims that Johnson gave 
special treatment to Arcuri while 
he was mayor of London between 
2008 and 2016. The Sunday Times 
reported in September that Arcuri 
was given financial grants and pri-
vileged access to trade missions to 
the United States, Israel and Asia 
that Johnson led as mayor.

Johnson has insisted that “every-
thing was done with full propriety.”

In a series of U.K. media inter-
views, 34-year-old Arcuri said she 
had a “very special” relationship 
with Johnson lasting several years. 
Johnson, now 55, was married at 
the time.

“It was not just a sexual inten-
tion,” Arcuri told the BBC. “He 
actually was very intrigued by my 
energy.”

She accused the prime minister 
of ignoring her when she tried to 
contact him about how to handle 

the media fallout from the allega-
tions. Speaking to broadcaster ITV, 
Arcuri accused Johnson of casting 
her aside “like some gremlin.”

“I’ve kept your secrets, and I’ve 
been your friend,” she said. “And I 
don’t understand why you’ve blo-
cked me and ignored me as if I was 
some fleeting one-night stand or 
some girl that you picked up at a 
bar because I wasn’t. And you know 
that.”

The Arcuri allegations erupted 
again as Johnson and the leaders of 
two opposition parties made elec-
tion pitches to business leaders, 
who are skeptical of politicians’ 
promises after years of economic 
uncertainty over Brexit.

Britain’s stalled departure from 

the European Union is the overri-
ding issue in campaigning for the 
U.K.’s Dec. 12 election, which is 
being held two years early because 
Johnson is seeking to get a majori-
ty of lawmakers to pass his Brexit 
divorce deal with the European 
Union. More than three years after 
the U.K. voted to leave the 28-na-
tion bloc, the terms of the coun-
try’s departure and the nature of 
its future relationship with the EU 
remain unclear.

Conservative leader Johnson, 
Labour Party chief Jeremy Corbyn 
and Liberal Democrat leader Jo 
Swinson all addressed a conferen-
ce of employers’ group the Confe-
deration of British Industry yester-
day.

Johnson is campaigning on a 
promise to take Britain out of the 
EU on the new scheduled date of 
Jan. 31, saying doing so will end 
the uncertainty that has weighed 
on business investment and con-
fidence.

“The worst thing now is the 
continuing economic uncertainty: 
people waiting to take on new staff, 
or invest in property, or just to in-
vest in this country,” Johnson said.

He did not mention that Bri-
tain’s departure will be followed by 
many months — and potentially 
many years — of negotiations with 
the EU on the future economic re-
lationship.

Johnson also promised to cut 
a tax paid by businesses with bri-

cks-and-mortar premises but an-
nounced a proposal to postpone a 
planned reduction in corporation 
tax, which had been due to fall 
from 19% to 17% next year.

Johnson said putting the cut on 
hold was “the fiscally responsible 
thing to do” and would allow more 
investment in the health system.

Corbyn meanwhile pledged 
a major expansion of apprenti-
ceships and said a Labour gover-
nment would crack down on “tax 
tricks” used by wealthy individuals 
and corporations.

Some businesses are alarmed 
by Labour’s economic plans, which 
call for a greater role for the state in 
key industries. Last week the party 
said that if it formed a government 
it would part-nationalize telecoms 
provider BT and provide free inter-
net access to all Britons.

Corbyn said he understood bu-
sinesses’ “caution” about Labour’s 
plans.

“But your businesses, your 
workers, your consumers have 
been failed by rip-off energy bills 
and very poor rail and bus services 
in many parts of the country, and 
I think many of you know that be-
cause you know things can’t go on 
as they are,” he said.

Swinson, whose party currently 
holds just 20 of the 650 House of 
Commons seats, was arguing that 
her centrist Liberal Democrats are 
the “natural party of business” be-
cause they want Britain to remain 
in the EU — a view shared by many 
industries.

Businesses, meanwhile, are 
wary of all sides. CBI Director-Ge-
neral Carolyn Fairbairn criticized 
both hard-core Brexiteers seeking 
“the wholesale deregulation of 
the U.K. economy” and Labour’s 
left-wing plans to nationalize big 
chunks of the economy.

“These ideologies from both si-
des are causing great harm to our 
economy. Not just in the future but 
right now,” she said. AP
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19th Macau Food Festival 
tiMe: 5pm-11pm (Mondays to Thursdays) 
           3pm-12am (Fridays to Sundays) 
until: November 24, 2019 
venue: Sai Van Lake Square  
adMission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2857 5765

retrospective exhibition on the past 
national lotus Flower exhibitions 
tiMe: 9am-1pm & 2:30pm-5:30pm (Closed on 
Mondays) 
until: December 31, 2019 
venue: Guia Hill Nature Information Station (next 
to cable car station) 
adMission: Free  
enquiries: 2888 0087
Exhibition of Tuberose
tiMe: 10:30am-6:30pm (Closed on Mondays) 
until: November 30 
venue: 10 Fantasia, Kei Luen Bld, R. de São Miguel 
17  
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

2nd Macau ocean culture Festival - 
creative design coMpetition exhibition 
tiMe: Open 24 hours 
until: December 19, 2019 
venue: Sai Van Lake  
adMission: Free  
Facebook: porthistorymacau

the world as will and idea – collective 
exhibition oF eMerging artists FroM 
Mainland china 
tiMe: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
until: February 23, 2020
venue: Macau Contemporary Art Centre - Navy 
Yard No.1, located at Rua de S. Tiago Da Barra
adMission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

Santa Claus is at it again, answering thousands of Christ-
mas letters from children around the world at a special 
post office in the northern German town of Himmelpfort.

As part of the annual event organized by Germany’s 
Deutsche Post, Santa and 20 helpers last year respon-
ded to 277,200 letters from 64 countries.

They answer in various languages and also in braille, and 
each letter has a special Santa postmark.

The tradition began when postal workers in 1984 recei-
ved two letters addressed to Santa in Himmelpfort, whi-
ch means “heaven’s gate.”

Not wanting to send them back “recipient unknown” 
they answered.

All letters received between last Thursday and Dec. 15 
will be personally answered and returned before Christ-
mas.

Address letters to: An den Weihnachtsmann, Weihna-
chtspostfiliale, 16798, Himmelpfort, Germany. Remem-
ber a return address.

Santa ClauS baCk at work in 
Germany anSwerinG ChriStmaS mail

The crew of the latest Apollo mission has carried out the second 
manned landing on the Moon’s surface.

Apollo 12 almost failed before it began because of a leaking hydro-
gen tank, but launch crews raced against time to change it before 
takeoff.

There was another moment of drama shortly after launch as 
Apollo 12 was struck by lightning.

Instruments shut down for a few seconds, but power was quickly 
restored.

Since then, the mission has run smoothly apart from the early failu-
re of the television camera which was to have sent the first live colour 
pictures back to Earth.

The astronauts, Commander Charles “Pete” Conrad and Lieute-
nant-Commander Alan Bean, made a perfect landing on smooth 
ground between craters in the Ocean of Storms at 0653BST (0553 
GMT), four days after takeoff.

Pete Conrad was first to step out of the lunar module, codenamed 
Intrepid, becoming the third man to walk on the Moon’s surface at 
1244 BST (1144 GMT).

The ladder used to climb down onto the surface was slightly short, 
and forced him to jump the last few feet.

As he did so, he joked, “Man, that may have been a small one for 
Neil, but that’s a long one for me!”

He found the surface soil was softer than at Tranquillity Base, whe-
re the first manned mission, Apollo 11, landed in July.

It is believed Intrepid had landed on a ray of debris thrown out by the 
crater Copernicus, 150 miles (240 km) away. The astronaut’s boots 
sank noticeably into the soil.

“I can walk okay,” he said, “but I’ve got to take it easy.”
The camera failed 15 minutes after Commander Conrad left the 

module. Engineers are trying to find out what caused the fault, and 
believe it may have been caused by the intense light of the sun.

One of the objectives of the mission was to recover Surveyor 3, a 
previous American probe sent to the Moon in April 1967.

When Intrepid landed, it was within sight of the probe, 600 feet 
(200 metres) away and perched on the edge of a small crater.

The two astronauts will attempt to retrieve the probe during a se-
cond moonwalk tomorrow.

During their three-and-a-half hour walk on the surface, Pete Con-
rad and Alan Bean were in high spirits, whistling, laughing and joking.

They carried out experiments, collected samples, and left a lunar 
surface experiment package with a number of devices to measure 
phenomena like solar winds and atmosphere.

Throughout the two men’s stay on the moon, their colleague, Ri-
chard Gordon, has remained orbiting the Moon in the command 
module, Yankee Clipper.

Courtesy BBC News

1969 SeCond apollo 
               miSSion landS on moon

In context

Offbeat

It emerged that the failure of the television camera was caused 
by Alan Bean, who had accidentally pointed it directly at the Sun, 
frying the optics.
The two astronauts spent a total of seven-and-a-half hours on 
the lunar surface during their two trips outside the Intrepid.
They successfully retrieved parts of the Surveyor lander and 
returned it to Earth.
The next mission, Apollo 13, took off on 11 April 1970 and was to 
have carried out the third Moon landing.
It nearly ended in tragedy when there was an explosion on board. 
All the astronauts returned safely, but without carrying out their 
mission.
Afterwards, American investment in the space programme 
began to decline.
A further eight astronauts travelled to the moon in five more 
missions with the final manned lunar landing, Apollo 17, complet-
ed in December 1972.
Then in January 2004, US President George Bush announced 
American astronauts would return to the Moon by 2020 as the 
launching point for missions further into space.
The commander of Apollo 12, Pete Conrad, was killed in a mo-
torcycle crash in 1999.
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cineteatro
14 - 20 Nov

FORD V. FERRARI
rooM 1
2:30, 4:0, 9:00pm
Director: James Mangold
Starring: Roberta Sparta, Caitriona Balfe, Christian Bale
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 152min

CHARLIE’S ANGELS
rooM 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Elizabeth Banks 
Starring: Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott, Ella Balinska
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

DOCTOR SLEEP
rooM 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Mike Flanagan
Starring:  Ewan McGregor, Rebecca Ferguson, Kyliegh Curran
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 152min

GUILTY BY DESIGN
rooM 3
5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Siu Kwan Lai, Wing Tai Lau
Starring: Nick Cheung, Kent Cheng, Hans Zhang
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 93min 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1-Hawkeye Pierce portrayer; 5- New Age singer; 9- “A Hard Road to 

Glory” author; 13- Monetary unit of Nigeria; 15- Exigency; 16- Transcript figs.; 17- 
Songs for two; 18- Money; 19- ___ we forget...; 20- Radical ‘60s org.; 21- Junker; 
23- Puts up; 25- They’ll be themselves, axiomatically; 26- Fly over the equator?; 27- 
Unemployed person?; 30- Hamburger’s one; 31- “Goodnight” girl; 32- Motherless 
calf; 37- Vocalize melodically; 38- Chicago hub; 40- Verve; 41- Strive; 43- City on 
the Nile; 44- Spider’s creation; 45- Adage; 47- Roman orator; 50- Like some losers; 
51- Local church; 52- Young deer; 53- Harem room; 56- Biol. branch; 57- James 
____ Jones; 59- White heron; 61- Lavish affection (on); 62- Energy source; 63- 
Speed demon; 64- Catches on; 65- Highland hats; 66- Daddy;
 
DOWN: 1- No ifs, ___ or buts!; 2- Extol; 3- Conks out; 4- ___ nouveau; 5- Sheath; 
6- Kind of tide; 7- May I help you?; 8- Stickum; 9- Shoelace end; 10- Glasses, 
briefly; 11- Waste maker; 12- Ballpark 
figs.; 14- On land; 22- Organ of sight; 24- 
Actor Auberjonois; 25- Spree; 26- Sign of 
sorrow; 27- Ascend; 28- “___ Brockovich”; 
29- Take care of; 32- Disfigure; 33- Rob, 
old-style; 34- Netman Nastase; 35- 
Singer Vikki; 36- Door part; 38- Spew 
steam from under the hood; 39- Tramp; 
42- Amazes; 43- Where two streets 
meet; 45- Old Testament book; 46- Line 
of seats; 47- Rapids transit?; 48- Hopping 
mad; 49- Quotes; 51- Cushions; 52- Gift 
tag word; 53- “Jaws” boat; 54- Abstruse; 
55- Gillette product; 58- One-time link; 
60- Space;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
There is a new closeness 
growing between you and a 
sibling or close cousin, and it 
could be very exciting. They 
want to hear from you, so drop 
them a line. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
By today, you have pushed 
through the most confusing part 
of  your little emotional obstacle 
course - and things are starting to 
look clearer and you are starting 
to feel much happier.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You should try to convince 
them not to. Just because 
they’re unhappy with certain 
situations doesn’t mean that 
things are not going to start 
getting better.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
There is a lot of  transition going 
on in your life right now, and 
there is a great opportunity for 
you to get rid of  emotions, ideas, 
and physical goods that you just 
don’t need anymore.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There is a lot to do right now, and 
you have the ability to get it all 
done quickly. Do not be modest 
- and for goodness’ sake, do not 
worry about appearing bossy or 
domineering. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You are feeling good for a modest 
challenge. Why not reorganize 
your closets, clean up the garage, 
or just get your car washed? Save 
finding a cure for the common 
cold some other day.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Whatever you do, do not pretend 
to be something you’re not. Do 
not agree to a nutty thing they 
say when inside you’re thinking 
‘what the heck is wrong with 
them?!’

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Sure, your intuitive powers 
are just as strong as they have 
ever been, but you need to 
remember that they are not 
the only tool in your decision-
making toolbox!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If  you are contemplating taking on 
the role of  romantic matchmaker, 
that’s wonderful! But first, you 
need to be prepared for the fact 
that you are bound to create a 
mismatched pair now and again. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, you will get the chance to 
work on having a more impersonal 
point of  view on the issues at 
hand...there is no need for you to 
take these things personally, or to 
internalize how you feel.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
A burgeoning romance could 
move into a very substantial 
phase today if  you could just 
start picking up on their signals! 
They are shyer than you think 
and a bit afraid of  rejection.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can stop things from 
getting uncomfortable by 
simply taking a step back, 
letting yourself  breathe, 
and taking your pulse - both 
literally and figuratively.

  Aquarius Pisces
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THE Baltimore 
Museum of Art 

will add only artwork 
created by women to 
its permanent collec-
tion in 2020.

Museum director 
Christopher Bedford 
announced the po-
licy last week, saying 
something radical 
must be done to rec-
tify centuries of imba-
lance. The Maryland 
museum acquired its 
first work by a fema-
le artist in 1916, two 
years after it was fou-
nded and three years 
before women gained 

the right to vote in the 
U.S. Today, only 4% of 
the 95,000 pieces in 
its permanent collec-
tion were created by 
women.

News outlets re-
port each of the mu-
seum’s exhibits will be 
strongly tied to wo-
men. Nineteen will 
showcase art solely 
by women, including 
at least one transgen-
der artist. Bedford 
says the museum is 
working to “correct 
our own canon” and 
address historical 
blind spots.

FORD v Ferrari  left its competi-
tion in the rearview mirror, ra-

cing to an estimated $31 million de-
but at the box office in a No. 1 finish 
that counted as a win for big-budget 
originality.

James Mangold’s racing drama 
rode into the weekend with strong 
reviews and Oscar buzz for its leads, 
Christian Bale and Matt Damon. 
And audiences enthusiastically 
greeted it, giving the $98 million 
movie an A+ CinemaScore. “Ford 
v Ferrari,” which dramatizes the 
Ford Motor Co.’s push to unseat 
perennial power Ferrari at France’s 
24 Hours of Le Mans race in 1966, 
has been considered a rare kind of 
high-priced throwback built more 
on story, practical effects and star 
power than intellectual property.

Elizabeth Banks’ “Charlie’s An-
gels” reboot couldn’t keep up. The 
Sony Pictures release opened below 
expectations with $8.6 million do-
mestically and $19.3 million over-
seas, according to studio estimates 
yesterday. Though the movie was 
relatively modestly budgeted at $48 
million, it fell well short of the $40.1 
million debut of the 2000’s “Char-
lie’s Angels,” with Cameron Diaz, 
Drew Barrymore and Lucy Liu. (The 
2003 sequel opened similarly with 
$37.6 million.)

Banks’ version of the 1976-1981 
TV series gave the material a femi-
nist spin. But Kristen Stewart was 

the sole widely known Angel, star-
ring alongside Naomi Scott and 
Ella Balinska. And “Charlie’s Angels” 
couldn’t best the World War II mo-
vie “Midway” in its second week. It 
slotted in just ahead of “Angels” in 
second, with $8.8 million.

Lately, at least, Hollywood’s ef-
forts to dust off old intellectual 
property have been received with 
a shrug by moviegoers. November 
has already seen disappointing de-
buts for the Paramount Pictures se-
quel “Terminator: Dark Fate” ($56.9 
million in three weeks) and Warner 
Bros.’ “The Shining” riff, “Doctor 
Sleep” ($25 million in two weeks).

‘Ford v Ferrari’ speeds to No. 1; 
‘Charlie’s Angels’ fizzles

Baltimore museum 
to acquire only 
works by women 
in 2020
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NASCAR

Sticky Situation: Hamlin’s 
title run ends with tape gaffe

F1

Ferrari’s troubles deepen at Brazilian GP
FERRARI hoped the 

Brazilian Grand Prix 
would bring some relief 
after poor performances 
and even accusations of 
cheating from opponen-
ts.

Instead, the Formula 1 
team ended the weekend 
with a collision involving 
its two drivers as they 
fought for only fourth 
place at Interlagos.

Sebastian Vettel 
looked strong starting 
from second in the race. 
Charles Leclerc, who be-
gan from 14th position 
because of an engine pe-
nalty, jumped to sixth in 
only 11 laps in Sao Paulo.

It was too good to last.
The two Ferrari drivers 

faced off on Lap 66 after 
a safety car restart, and 
contact between the cars 

gave Vettel a right-rear 
puncture, while Leclerc 
had a broken suspen-
sion. Both failed to finish.

“It is very disappoin-
ting for the team,” Vettel 
said after the race.

Leclerc said he wan-
ted to see footage of the 
crash before reaching 
any conclusions. “It was 
a great race before that. 
But we can’t draw any-
thing positive from this 
race,” he said.

Their exit allowed Red 
Bull’s Max Verstappen, 
the winner in Brazil, to 
jump to third place in the 
driver’s championship. 

He is 11 points ahead of 
fourth-place Leclerc with 
only the Abu Dhabi GP 
on Dec. 1 to go. Vettel is 
30 points behind Versta-
ppen and cannot claim a 
top three spot any longer.

Ferrari will also finish 
the season far behind 
Mercedes in the cons-
tructors championship.

Earlier this month 
at the United States GP, 
Leclerc finished almost 
a minute behind race 
winner Valtteri Bottas of 
Mercedes. Vettel retired 
early.

After that race, Versta-
ppen suggested that Fer-

rari had been “cheating”. 
The Red Bull driver said 
on Dutch TV that the Ita-
lian team’s performance 
dipped at Austin because 
of a FIA directive on fuel 
flow systems.

Ferrari boss Mattia 
Binotto said the directi-
ve had no impact on the 
team’s engine.

After the Brazilian 
GP Binotto said “both of 
them (Vettel and Leclerc) 
have got at least a small 
percentage of responsi-
bility” for the clash.

“At the end, they were 
free to fight,” Binotto 
said. AP

DAN GELSTON, 
HOMESTEAD (FLA.)

D
ENNY Hamlin’s cham-
pionship run was foi-
led by the tale of the 
tape.

Hamlin’s air of confidence 
came across the team radio when 
he boasted the race “ain’t (blee-
pin’) over” as he made a late push 
to the lead.

Except it was, his Toyota stuck 
on pit road steaming like a kettle 
because a foot-long slab of bla-
ck tape slapped over the grille 
had caused the No. 11 Toyota to 
overheat and forced an unsche-
duled pit stop. Hamlin dropped 
from third to 19th because of the 
stop with 46 laps remaining and 
fell a lap down.

His first NASCAR Cup title has 
to wait.

“I really just wanted a chan-
ce to go after them after that pit 
stop,” Hamlin said. “But with 
the overheating, I couldn’t. I was 
going to blow up. I had to make 
the right call and try and unlap 
ourselves. Try for a caution. Try for 
a miracle.”

Hamlin’s season was sensatio-
nal from the start, opening with 
an emotional Daytona 500 victory 
that he dedicated to the late son of 
team owner Joe Gibbs. He rebou-
nded from a winless 2018 to six 
wins this season, a career renais-
sance orchestrated by rookie Cup 
crew chief Chris Gabehart.

Gabehart took the blame for 
the aggressive aerodynamic call 
for the tape that crushed Hamlin’s 
race yesterday [Macau time] at 

Homestead-Miami Speedway.
With Michael Jordan rooting 

him on from the track, Hamlin fi-
nished 10th and had the worst fi-
nish of the four championship dri-
vers. Joe Gibbs Racing teammate 
Kyle Busch won the race and his 
second career Cup title. JGR driver 
Martin Truex Jr., who had his own 
pit-road mishap, was second, and 
Stewart-Haas Racing contender 
Kevin Harvick was fourth.

Hamlin stared into the sky 
with his back against the car door 
when Gabehart walked over for a 
big hug and private chat. Hamlin 
smiled a bit and nodded as he 
listened to Gabehart’s words. But 
nothing could console either man 

over a season that collapsed in the 
pits over a small mistake.

“We beat ourselves right here, 
just trying to get too much becau-
se that’s what you do in a cham-
pionship race,” Gabehart said. 
“We were just trying to pull off a 
really difficult play and didn’t get 
it done. Unfortunately, as good 
as our car was at the end, I don’t 
know if it needed it anyway.”

Hamlin had been the senti-
mental favorite to win the cham-
pionship. The other three conten-
ders are former champions and 
Hamlin had dedicated the season 
to team co-chairman J.D. Gibbs. 
Gibbs had discovered Hamlin in 
the early 2000s and the (hashtag)

DoItForJD slogan was emblazo-
ned across the back of his Toyo-
ta. He was 49 when he died in 
January from complications of a 
long battle with a degenerative 
neurological disease.

Hamlin had reason to feel 
good on pit road before the race. 
Hamlin gathered his oldest and 
closest friends around him for 
a picture at the 11 car and they 
shouted out the (hashtag)LFG ca-
tchphrase he’s been using in his 
social media posts.

Hamlin was buttoned up in 
Miami in previous championship 
attempts but spent this week li-
ving his best life as usual and see-
med to enjoy the pressure packed 

race weekend. Hamlin clutched 
his youngest daughter, Molly, in 
his arms and leaned down to give 
his oldest, Taylor, a kiss.

He had an A-lister in the house 
with his good friend Jordan, who 
owns the NBA’s Charlotte Horne-
ts, back to support Hamlin like he 
did in the 2014 finale during the 
JGR driver’s last run at the title.

Air Jordan still has a 6-0 edge in 
championships over Hamlin.

“We go way back,” Jordan said 
during an interview with NBC 
Sports. “He’s a season-ticket hol-
der at the Hornets. I spend a lot 
of time playing golf with him, and 
obviously I’m a big NASCAR fan, 
so I came out to support him.”

Hamlin turns 39 on Monday 
and organized a big bash for after 
the race. It’s more a birthday party 
now than a championship cele-
bration.

“I told you at the beginning of 
the week we’re going to celebrate 
our year,” Hamlin said. “Our year 
was fantastic in every way you can 
think of, and it just didn’t pan out 
in one race in our favor.”

JGR might need some extra pit 
practice before 2020.

Truex had his bid for a second 
Cup championship derailed 
when the No. 19 Toyota was for-
ced to pit after his team mixed up 
the right- and left-side front tires 
on a stop earlier in the 400-mile 
race. Truex had the dominant car 
early and could never make up 
the costly, lost ground.

“I’ve never had that happen,” 
Truex said. “I don’t even know 
what to say. It doesn’t drive good 
with the left front on the right 
front, though, I can tell you that.”

Busch and crew chief Adam 
Stevens had the flawless run late 
under the lights that the other JGR 
drivers failed to grasp.

“When you get here this is a lot 
of pressure and it’s human bein-
gs trying to get this done,” Gibbs 
said. “You can always have some-
thing be a mistake.” AP

Denny Hamlin drives on the front stretch during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race last weekend

Ferrari driver Sebastian Vettel, of Germany, leaves the pits during the Brazilian 
Formula One Grand Prix
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Trump suggests he may give written 
testimony in House probe

President Donald Trump suggested yesterday he might be 
willing to offer written testimony in the House impeachment in-
quiry over whether he pressured Ukraine’s president to investi-
gate Joe Biden and his son while withholding aid to the country.

In a pair of tweets, Trump says he will “strongly consider” an 
offer by House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to testify before the House 
impeachment panel.

Trump tweeted, “She also said I could do it in writing. Even 
though I did nothing wrong, and don’t like giving credibility to 
this No Due Process Hoax, I like the idea & will, in order to get 
Congress focused again, strongly consider it!”

Pelosi told CBS’ “Face the Nation” in an interview aired Sunday 
that Trump could come before the committee and “speak all the 
truth that he wants.”OPINION

World Views
Peter R. Orszag, Bloomberg

New Zealand  Minnesota 
Twins prospect Ryan 
Costello was found 
dead in his hotel room in 
New Zealand yesterday, 
days after joining the 
Auckland Tuatara in 
the Australian Baseball 
League. The 23-year-
old third baseman died 
in his sleep, apparently 
of natural causes, team 
officials said.

Libya An airstrike 
slammed into a biscuit 
factory in Libya’s capital, 
Tripoli, yesterday 
killing at least seven 
workers including five 
foreign nationals and 
two Libyans, health 
authorities said.

France President 
Emmanuel Macron 
and Denmark’s 
Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen have 
called for more unified 
European Union 
rules on granting 
asylum to better 
handle uncontrolled 
immigration. In a joint 
statement in Paris 
yesterday, the two 
pushed for a “reinforced 
protection” of European 
external borders. Macron 
said he hoped the EU will 
be able to make progress 
on the issue in coming 
months.

Spain A van carrying 
52 migrants and going 
at high speed smashed 
through a border barrier 
between Morocco 
and Spain to enter the 
Spanish enclave of 
Ceuta, officials said 
yesterday. 

Vatican City Pope 
Francis yesterday 
replaced the head of 
the Vatican’s financial 
watchdog agency 
amid continuing fallout 
from a controversial 
Vatican police raid on 
the agency’s offices 
that jeopardized the 
Holy See’s international 
financial reputation.
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Warmer Winters 
won’t mean fewer 
deaths

On a recent day in Denver, snow fell just eight hou-
rs after the temperature had hit 83 degrees. Such 
“weather whiplash,” which stands to become more 
common, adds to the risks of climate change. One 
counterintuitive argument, though, suggests that 
climate change may, at the same time, prolong hu-
man life by lowering the peaks in death rates that 
occur in winter months. Unfortunately, the eviden-
ce suggests this benefit will be slim, if it occurs at all.

Mortality rates are indeed much higher 
during winter — about 10-20% higher across the 
world than they are at other times of year. In Eu-
ropean cities, a 1 degree Celsius decline in tempe-
rature has been correlated with a 1.4% rise in daily 
natural deaths.

Most of this increase is due to respiratory and 
cardiovascular diseases, though deaths from falls 
and related injuries also spike from December to 
March. However, suicides, contrary to urban my-
thology, are not part of the phenomenon; they 
are highest during the spring (even in sunlight-s-
tarved Nordic countries).

Another surprising finding is that mortality rises 
for people in winter regardless of income.

So it’s easy to see the logic in believing warmer 
winters would lower death rates. Thomas Gale 
Moore of Stanford University’s Hoover Institu-
tion boldly predicts that, in the U.S., “a 2.5°C in-
crease in temperatures would cut deaths nationwi-
de from 37,000 to 41,000, approximately the num-
ber of people who die annually on our highways.”

What could be wrong with this argument? First, 
there are concerns about methodology. A statisti-
cal estimation based on the number of days requi-
ring special heating produces much smaller results 
than one based on a broader definition of winter 
days. (And how should one treat that day in Den-
ver, which was both extremely hot and extremely 
cold?) In addition, some studies suggest there are 
problems with blaming excess mortality on cold 
weather alone, and not other factors that change 
during the winter.

Weather cold enough to cause hypothermia may 
be the most easily understandable channel for the 
rise in mortality, but hypothermia accounts for only 
a very small share of winter deaths. If cold weather 
isn’t associated with much increase in mortality 
through that direct channel, how much confiden-
ce should we have that it’s responsible for other 
winter-related deaths? Warmer weather might not 
break much of the link between winter and death.

Second, even if the effect is causal, it appears to 
be larger in warmer climates than in colder ones. 
This “excess winter mortality paradox” means the 
effect is about twice as large in the U.K. and Ireland 
than it is in Denmark and Finland. And this may be 
because the colder environments are better adap-
ted to handling even extreme cold days. If climate 
change gives us more weather whiplash, extremely 
cold days may increasingly occur in areas that are 
unprepared for them, attenuating any benefit from 
higher average winter temperatures.

Finally, the winter death effect seems to be gra-
dually declining in importance. (It’s recently risen a 
bit in the U.K., but even there the overall trend is 
downward.) In other words, any benefit from war-
mer winters is becoming smaller over time.

The essential truth here is that climate change 
is only partly about higher average temperatures. 
The most important concerns involve weather 
volatility, and feedback effects that become uns-
toppable. Ultimately, the winter death effect may 
not decline materially with further climate change. 
In any case, it’s no reason to be complacent about 
the broader risks.

What’s next: Trump 
impeachment hearings 
enter crucial stretch

THE House impeach-
ment hearings are en-

tering a crucial second 
week as Democrats are 
set to hear from eight ad-
ditional witnesses about 
President Donald Trump’s 
dealings with Ukraine. 
Three State Department 
officials have already tes-
tified about their concerns 
as Trump pushed Ukraine 
to investigate Democrats 
and withheld military aid 
from the country.

What’s ahead on the im-
peachment schedule:

A PARADE OF WITNESSES
The House intelligence 

committee, which is con-
ducting the impeachment 
hearings, has set a break-
neck schedule ahead of the 
Thanksgiving recess.

Eight more witnesses 
will testify, some in back-to-
-back hearings on the same 
day. Among them will be Lt. 
Col. Alexander Vindman, 
a National Security Coun-
cil official who said he rai-
sed concerns in the White 
House about Trump’s push 
for investigations; Gordon 
Sondland, Trump’s Euro-
pean Union ambassador, 
who spoke to the president 
about the Ukraine policy; 
and Fiona Hill, a former 
Russia adviser to the White 
House who told lawmakers 
about former National Se-
curity Adviser John Bolton’s 
concerns about Ukraine.

All of the witnesses tes-
tifying have already spoken 
to investigators in closed 
depositions, some of them 
for 10 hours or more.

SONDLAND’S 
BIG MOMENT

Perhaps the most antici-
pated witness is Sondland, 
since he spoke multiple ti-
mes to the president about 
Ukraine policy. Sondland will 
testify alone on Wednesday 
morning.

Other witnesses’ testi-
mony suggests Sondland was 
intimately involved in discus-
sions over whether Trump 
held up the military aid to 
Ukraine to try to pressure the 
county’s president to annou-
nce the investigations into 
Democrats, including former 
Vice President Joe Biden, a 
leading 2020 candidate, and 
his son, Hunter.

Testimony last week re-
vealed that at least three 
people overheard a July pho-
ne call in which Trump and 
Sondland discussed efforts 
to push for the investigations. 

TWO OF THE 
“THREE AMIGOS”

The intelligence commit-
tee will hear from both Son-
dland and former Ukrainian 
envoy Kurt Volker this week 
— two of the so-called “three 
amigos” who had taken the 
lead on Ukrainian policy ou-
tside normal channels. The 
third “amigo” was Energy Se-
cretary Rick Perry, who has re-
fused to provide documents 
or testify in the impeachment 
probe on Trump’s orders.

Several of the diplomats 
who were supposed to be in 
charge of Ukraine policy have 
testified about their concerns 
as the men appeared to coor-
dinate with Trump’s personal 
lawyer, Rudy Giuliani.

Volker, who will testify 
tomorrow [Macau time], 
was closely involved in ne-
gotiations with Ukrainian 
officials as they tried to figu-
re out how to meet Trump’s 
demands.

INSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE
In addition to the State 

Department officials, the na-
tion will hear for the first time 
from aides who were privy 
to turmoil within the White 
House over Ukraine.

Today, Lt. Col. Alexander 
Vindman, a National Securi-
ty Council aide, and Jennifer 
Williams, an aide to Vice Pre-
sident Mike Pence detailed 
from the State Department, 
will testify. Two former NSC 
aides, Tim Morrison and Fio-
na Hill, will testify tomorrow 
and Friday, respectively. Mor-
rison will testify alongside 
Volker, who was also involved 
in White House meetings.

HEADED TO JUDICIARY
The intelligence commi-

ttee is expected to wrap up 
its part of the impeachment 
probe in the coming weeks. 
After that, the three commi-
ttees will submit a report to 
the Judiciary panel, which 
will oversee the impeach-
ment process.

Judiciary is expected to 
hold its own hearings and, 
eventually, vote on articles 
of impeachment. Democra-
ts say they are still deciding 
whether to write them.

Next would come a floor 
vote, and if articles of impea-
chment are approved by the 
House, there would then be a 
Senate trial. AP
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Career Foreign Service officer George Kent and top U.S. diplomat in Ukraine William Taylor (right) testify at 
the Capitol Hill


