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AN 8% INCREASE IN THE 9-BILLION-
PATACA BUDGET OF THE HEALTH 

BUREAU WILL GO TOWARD THE HIRING 
OF 500 MORE STAFF NEXT YEAR

HONG KONG’S LEADER CARRIE LAM 
HAS PROMISED A NEW ROUND OF 

RELIEF MEASURES TO PROP UP THE 
CITY’S FLAGGING ECONOMY  P8 P2 P7

THE NPC WARNS MACAU 
TO SAFEGUARD AGAINST 

EXTERNAL DANGERS

More on backpage

China Some of the 
country’s wealthiest 
tycoons steered billions 
of dollars into electric-
car companies in order 
to fuel the country’s 
dreams of becoming a 
leader in the field. Now 
a reckoning may be 
looming as car sales slow 
and the government 
reduces subsidies for the 
nascent industry. 
More on p10

Malaysia Najib Razak 
sought to show he was 
the victim of a cunning 
fugitive financier as he 
opened his defense 
yesterday in his first 
corruption trial linked to 
the multibillion-dollar 
looting of the 1MDB state 
investment fund. Najib is 
defending himself against 
seven charges of abuse 
of power, breach of trust 
and money laundering.

Indonesia Police said a 
smoke grenade exploded 
near the presidential 
palace in Jakarta, 
wounding two soldiers. 
Jakarta Police Chief 
Gatot Eddy Pramono said 
the two soldiers were 
exercising in Jakarta’s 
National Monument Park 
when they spotted the 
non-lethal grenade on 
the ground. He said it 
exploded when they tried 
to pick it up.
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MACAU 
LITERACY 
BLOOM

 P3  INSIDE

A diverse collection 
of shorts giving nine 
young local directors 
the chance to share 
their ideas about 
their changing city, 
Years Of Macao 
is an unmissable 
contribution to the 
commemoration of 
the 20th anniversary 
of the handover.

MACAU IS SOARING 
IN THE PISA TABLES, 

RISING TO THIRD 
WORLDWIDE IN THE 
LATEST ASSESSMENT

New Macau can’t find the legal 
ground for facial recognition
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The stairway leading to the Ruins of St. Paul’s is seen here 
in 1911 and then more than a century later. The Ruins 
refer to the façade of the Church of Mater Dei, built from 
1602 to 1640 by the Jesuits to become one of the largest 

Catholic churches in Asia during that time. It was in 2005 
when the Ruins of St. Paul’s was listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site as part of the Historic Centre of Macau. It has 
become Macau’s most iconic landmark and thousands of 

tourists flock to the site daily. The black and white picture 
shows a view of Macau from the Ruins in 1911, when the Sé 
Cathedral of Macau could still be seen from the top of the 
stairway. LV
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The Chief Executive, Chui Sai On (center), speaks at a seminar on Macau’s Basic Law held at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

National People’s Congress wants Macau 
to safeguard against external dangers
THE National People’s Con-

gress of China (NPC) wants 
Macau to safeguard against “all 
sorts of dangers”, according to Li 
Zhanshu, Chairman of the Stan-
ding Committee of the NPC.

The comments were made 
yesterday in the Chinese capital 
at a symposium held at the Great 
Hall of the People in Beijing to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the 
implementation of the Macau 
SAR Basic Law. During the sym-
posium, Li listed several state 
security-related missions for the 
Macau SAR, in apparent referen-
ce to the political unrest trou-
bling nearby Hong Kong.

Earlier this year, Macau estab-
lished the national security pro-
tection law. Li wants the Macau 
SAR to “fully and effectively” pro-
tect the institution and system of 
national security.

Macau’s most pressing objec-
tives, according to Li, are to im-
prove its detection of potential 
dangers, to be highly cautious 
towards potential risks from all 
sectors, to be resolute in stan-
ding up to all types of damaging 
activities, and to maintain the 
harmony and stability of Macau. 

The second of Li’s instructions 
was related to Article 23 of the 
Basic Law. Article 23 stipulates 

that Macau “shall enact laws, 
on its own, to prohibit any act 
of treason, secession, sedition, 
subversion against the Central 
People’s Government, or theft of 
state secrets, to prohibit foreign 
political organizations or bodies 
from conducting political activi-
ties in the Region, and to prohibit 
political organizations or bodies 
of the Region from establishing 
ties with foreign political organi-

zations or bodies.”
Li wants Macau to focus on 

the prohibition and punishment 
of any acts or activities that cons-
titute a danger to the Central Go-
vernment. 

Chief Executive Chui Sai On 
also attended the symposium in 
Beijing and offered his insights 
on the territory’s Basic Law.

In echo of Li Zhanshu, Ma-
cau’s top official said in order to 

ensure the full implementation 
of the Basic Law, Macau was 
obliged to play its part in safe-
guarding national security.

According to a statement from 
the local government, the Chief 
Executive went on to brief semi-
nar attendees on Macau’s effor-
ts over the last two decades to 
defend the full authority of the 
Central Government in the ter-
ritory, while ensuring Macau’s 

enjoyment of a high degree of 
autonomy. Such efforts included 
the Legislative Assembly of Ma-
cau passing the National Securi-
ty Law, and the establishment by 
the Macau authorities of the Sa-
feguarding State Security Com-
mittee.

The second point made by 
Chui was that Macau should 
make the most of the institu-
tional advantages set out by the 
Basic Law, in order to advance in 
a timely manner the promotion 
of the ‘one country, two systems’ 
principle.

Promoting the principle was 
not only a matter related with 
history, it also served Macau’s 
needs for effective assurance 
and advancement of social pro-
gress.

Meanwhile, Zhang Xiaoming, 
Director of the Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office praised Ma-
cau for its “firm grasp” of the ‘one 
country, two systems’ policy. 

According to Zhang, Macau 
has a “clear-cut adherence to an 
administrative-led system,” and 
Macau’s executive, legislative and 
judicial organs “consciously res-
pect” the Central Government’s 
full power to govern the SAR, and 
“properly” handle important is-
sues of national security. JZ
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P
RO-DEMOCRACY group New 
Macau Association (ANM) 
has urged the security branch 
of the government to either 

shelve facial recognition technology in 
surveillance cameras or review the law 
to better supervise the practice. The 
group articulated their stance yester-
day at a press conference.

The Secretary for Security, Wong Sio 
Chak, had earlier announced that facial 
recognition would be tested on existing 
surveillance cameras early next year. 
Following several “exchanges of com-
ments,” Wong has recently said that his 
team “only consulted the Personal Data 
Protection Office out of respect,” stres-
sing that the facial recognition func-
tion did not require consultation with 
the data protection authority.

Furthermore, Wong maintains that 
the function of facial recognition is not 
governed by the existing surveillance 
camera law.

However, the ANM has found Wong’s 
explanation worrying, stating that “the 
government’s statement not only [fai-
led to alleviate] their doubts, but it also 
created more grounds for opposition.”

The current surveillance camera law 
has special provisions for the collection 
and processing of a video feed. The de-
mocrat group stressed that there is no 
legal grounds for the security branch to 
process video footage at its own unres-
tricted liberty.

To clarify the point, New Macau 
pointed out that the police are expres-

sly authorized to use the license plate 
recognition system, but there are no 
provisions authorizing the police to use 
facial recognition to process the collec-
ted videos. 

It also recalled that the legislature 
had made notes on the scope of cove-
rage of the law. Subsequently, the use 
of facial recognition is not allowed, ar-
gued the ANM.

The ANM elaborated that, currently, 
the handling of video footage by a po-
lice investigator must be in accordance 
with the law. It sees the necessity for 
similar regulations if such footage is 
handled by a computer system.

There has also been speculation that 
a database of facial characteristics may 
be needed to facilitate the function. 
The ANM finds this equally concerning 
because even if the footage gets dele-
ted in accordance with the law, it is not 
clear whether the security branch will 
retain certain data in their possession.

The fashion in which the security 
branch releases information related to 
facial recognition function is also of 
concern to New Macau. Its gradual re-
lease of a small amount of information 
each time poses a bad example, so says 
the organization.

All in all, although the group is very 
much against the use of facial recogni-
tion function on public surveillance ca-
meras, it is urging the security branch 
to either amend the current surveillan-
ce camera law or make new laws to 
clearly stipulate the scope of the func-
tion. This they perceive as a way to pro-
tect the interests of the general public.

Justice Azedo to replace 
Lima at Court of Final Appeal

TWO accidents occurred 
around the same time 

and on the same corner on 
Avenida do Colonel Mes-
quita yesterday afternoon.

Videos went viral on 
social media platforms, 
showing a film-like car 
crash at the corner of Pak 
Vai Shopping Center. In the 
crash, a black seven-seater 
“climbed” onto a white se-
dan. 

The Public Security Po-
lice Force received the re-
port at 2:33 p.m. yesterday. 

At press time, the police did 
not have information as to 
how the crash occurred.

The two drivers, both 
male, passed alcohol tests 
and were not injured.

The same video shows 
another crash, which in-
volved a taxi and a bus, 
happened just behind the 
first crash.

The police force was 
asked about the taxi ac-
cident, but replied that it 
did not have information 
about it.

The “public transport” 
crash took place precisely 
at the intersection of the 
Avenida do Colonel Mes-
quita and the Avenida da 
Ferrira Almeida. The taxi 
was covering the two la-
nes on the right of the 
three-lane Avenida do Co-
lonel Mesquita, with the 
bus covering all three, as 
they turned at the T-junc-
tion.

It was unclear whether 
anyone was injured in the 
taxi crash. AL

JUSTICE José Maria 
Dias Azedo, judge of the 

Court of Second Instance, 
has been appointed as a 
judge of the Court of Fi-
nal Appeal, effective from 
December 17, the gover-
nment has announced in 
the Official Gazette.

The move was necessi-
tated by the impending re-
tirement of the incumbent 
judge at the top court, 
Justice Viriato Manuel Pi-
nheiro de Lima. The judge 
is reaching the retirement 
age this month.

Lawmaker Sulu Sou 
commented on the 

appointment, saying that 
by selecting a Macanese 
judge to succeed one of 
Portuguese nationality 
the government may be 
trying to preserve Macau’s 
unique history. “The go-
vernment may be showing 
signs that it respects the 
special history of Macau,” 
said the lawmaker.

The democrat shows 
confidence in the exper-
tise knowledge of all jud-
ges, and their professio-
nalism to safeguard the 
rule of law and human 
rights. “We shouldn’t be 
assigning judges to dif-

ferent camps,” said the 
lawmaker.

The Court of Final 
Appeal has three perma-
nent judges. Besides Jus-
tice Lima, there is Justice 
Song Man Lei and Justice 
Sam Hou Fai, who is also 
the head of the top Court.

To fill Justice Azedo’s 
place at the middle Court, 
Justice Chao Im Peng, a 
presiding judge of the 
Court of First Instance, 
will be promoted to the 
middle Court. Furthermo-
re, Justice Cheong Weng 
Tong will fill Justice Chao’s 
position. AL

Pair of car crashes 
on Av. Col. MesquitaSURVEILLANCE

New Macau sees no 
legal grounds for 
facial recognition
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EDUCATION

After rapid improvement in PISA 
literacies, Macau climbs to third spot

Sound & Image Challenge to celebrate works of former winners
THE 10th Sound & Ima-

ge Challenge Interna-
tional Festival 2019 will 
feature a total of 194 short 
films and videos at the 
Dom Pedro V Theater and 
Cinema Capitol.

The annual festival – 
which kicked off last ni-
ght – has a selection of 112 
films and eight musical 
videos that will be placed 
according to public choi-
ce as well as the scrutiny 
of the Jury and Grand Jury 
panels. 

This year, the festival 
received a total of 3,897 

submissions for short 
films and music videos. 
“Last year, we received 
over 4,000, but we deci-
ded to just accept one film 
per director so the num-
ber has been reduced, but 
still, we received nearly 
4,000 and it’s still [a lot],” 
said Lúcia Lemos, the fes-
tival director. 

Lemos further added 
that the number of show-
cased films this year is lar-
ger, as it will also present 
the works of the winners 
of the past years of the fes-
tival. 

The official selection of 
“SHORTS 2019” has 112 fil-
ms consisting of 63 works 
of fiction, 26 animations 
and 23 documentaries, Le-
mos announced in a press 
conference yesterday.

These shorts are can-
didates for the festival’s 
awards in the submitted 
categories. The awards are 
designated as follows: Best 
Film of the Festival, Best 
Fiction, Best Animation, 
Best Documentary, Ma-
cau Cultural Identity, Best 
Local Entry and Audience 
Award. 

Among the official se-
lection in Fiction, 14 fil-
ms were nominated for 
the following Prestigious 
Awards: Best Cinemato-
graphy, Best Director, Best 
Music, Best Sound Design, 
Best Editing and Best Visual 
Effects.

“It has been an interes-
ting process. I think the 
quality level is really high. 
Some of the films really 
stood out from the rest and 
that was interesting to see,” 
said one of the members of 
the grand jury, Måns Ber-
thas from Sweden.

“It’s interesting to see 
so many films from diffe-
rent countries [featuring] 
different cultures,” he ad-
ded.

Echoing the same 
sentiments, another ju-
ror Cristiano Pereira re-
marked, “I could see an 
evolution […] and I was 
surprised by the quality of 
the films from all over the 
world.”

Meanwhile, the of-
ficial selection of VO-
LUME 2019 consists of 
eight music videos that 
are nominated for the 

awards including Best 
Music Video, Best Song 
and Best Visual Effects. 
The festival’s program in-
cludes Expanded Cinema, 
inviting 15 films from di-
rectors from Guinea-Bis-
sau, Sweden, Denmark, 
Lithuania, Sri Lanka, 
Ukraine and Macau.

Masterclasses in Fic-
tion and Animation will 
also be held, and will be 
conducted by directors 
Lanka Bandaranayake 
(Sri Lanka), Måns Ber-
thas (Sweden) and Julien 
Dykmans (France). LV

JULIE ZHU 

F
OR the first time, Macau 
has ranked third in all 
three literacy measures 
of the Programme for 

International Student Assess-
ment 2018 (PISA), the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
announced during yesterday’s 
press conference on the latest 
PISA results. 

Among 79 participating 
countries and economies, Ma-
cau students scored 525 in rea-
ding, 544 in science and 558 in 
mathematics, preceded only by 
mainland China (sampled in 
Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu, Zhe-
jiang) and Singapore.

Moreover, in terms of the 
percentage of 15-year-olds 
reaching the baseline level in 
all three core literacies, Ma-
cau ranks second in the world, 
according to the latest assess-
ment.

The assessment, organized by 
the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), has been conducted 
every three years since 2000. The 
latest results show considerable 
improvement over the previous 
assessment in 2015. 

In the 2015 assessment, Macau 
ranked sixth, twelfth and third, 
respectively, for scientific literacy, 
reading literacy and mathemati-
cal literacy.

In 2009, Macau had a reading 
literacy score of 487 in PISA, be-
low the OECD average. The rea-
ding literacy score increased to 
525 for PISA 2018.

In PISA 2018, the percentage of 
students with a high level of ma-
thematical literacy is 27.5%, whi-
ch is 5.5 percentage points higher 
than the 22% in PISA 2015. Stu-
dents who scored highly in one 
of the three categories accounted 
for 33% in PISA 2018, an improve-
ment over the 24% in PISA 2015.

A statement issued yester-
day by the DSEJ drew particular 
attention to gender differences 
in the results. The bureau hi-
ghlighted that Macau females 
outperformed males in reading 
literacy, at a male-to-female ra-
tio of 514-to-536.

From PISA 2009 to 2018 
gender difference favoring 
females has been drastically 
narrowed from 34 to 22 score 
points, the bureau added. Re-
cent improvement in this area 
means that, in 2018, Macau 
males have reverted the infe-
rior trend and are now at par or 
even beginning to out-perform 
females in mathematics and 
science literacies.

Comparing the assessment 
results with PISA 2015, the pro-
gress in mathematics literacy 
for males is 2.5 times of that of 
females.

Among the 45 local schools 
participating in PISA 2018, two-

-thirds reported an improve-
ment. Among these schools, 14 
of them made “significant pro-
gress” in reading, science and 
mathematics at the same time, 
increasing their scores by 15 
points or more.

According to Lou Pak Sang, 
Director of the DSEJ, the im-
provement is due to the effor-
ts made by local schools in the 
past three years.

The DSEJ head proudly an-
nounced that “the OECD states 
that Macau is the only country 
or economy whose quality of 
education is advancing conti-
nuously and rapidly, and among 
the countries or economies 
participating in the PISA study, 
Macau continues to maintain 
its top place for high levels of 
performance and equity in edu-
cation outcomes.” 

After the PISA tests were 
completed by Macau’s studen-
ts, not only did the DSEJ Direc-

tor downplay the role the stu-
dents had in the improvement, 
Macau PISA program manager, 
Cheung Kwok Cheung also di-
dn’t mention the students’ ef-
forts, rather he only said, “Ma-
cau’s brilliant achievement 
would not be possible if not for 
the unfailing support of the na-
tion, Macau SAR, as well as the 
schools.” Cheung Kwok Cheung 
is also the Director of the Edu-
cational Testing and Assess-
ment Research Center Faculty 
of Education of the University 
of Macau. 

Earlier in April, the General 
Association of Chinese Students 
of Macau conducted a survey on 
study pressure faced by Macau’s 
middle school students. 

Among 974 respondents, 11% 
of students spent more than 
three hours doing homework on 
a daily basis, and 36.4% of stu-
dents spent less than one hour 
each day on homework. 
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T
HIS year marks the 70th anni-
versary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China and 
the 20th anniversary of the es-

tablishment of the Macau SAR. Throu-
ghout 2019, Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) has been celebrating this 
significant year with the Macau com-
munity by supporting and organizing a 
wide variety of activities. As the series of 
celebrations in the community reaches 
its peak, GEG has launched the “GEG 
Celebrates MSAR 20th Anniversary with 
You” campaign to give Macau residents 
an array of exclusive offers as an expres-
sion of its sincere gratitude for the com-
munity’s ongoing support.

The campaign allows Macau residen-
ts to enjoy a variety of fabulous offers 
at Galaxy Macau, Broadway Macau and 
StarWorld Hotel through December 20 – 
from dining and hotel accommodations 
to movie tickets, spa treatments and lu-
cky draws – by inviting residents to in-
dulge in GEG’s world-class non-gaming 
facilities and experience its unique 
Asian Heart service. In addition, Galaxy 
Macau’s popular F&B brands Gosto and 
Cha Bei have respectively launched a 
special dining menu and a special after-
noon tea set in celebration of the occa-
sion. By combining elements of history, 
culture and art, the two brands aim to 
showcase Macau’s unique charms as a 
World Centre of Tourism and Leisure 
and a UNESCO Creative City of Gastro-
nomy.

IN HOMAGE TO SINO-LUSO 
GASTRONOMY

Known as a paragon of Macanese 
and Portuguese cuisine culture, Gosto 
is paying homage to Macau’s unique 
Sino-Luso gastronomic heritage throu-
gh its special dining menu. Two of the 
main courses on the menu – Steamed 
Fresh Cod and Tiger Prawn, and Roas-
ted Breast of Chicken with Chestnut and 
Wild Mushroom Stuffing – were drawn 
from the menu for the official handover 
banquet in 1999, a reminiscence on the 
city’s most historic moment.

“We aim to showcase Macau’s his-
toric role as an exchange platform be-
tween Chinese and Portuguese cul-
tures,” said Andre Lai, Gosto’s Chef de 
Cuisine. Himself a Macanese, Chef Lai 
said it is personally meaningful to have 
the opportunity to present this special 
menu. “Macanese and Portuguese cui-
sines are some of the most important 

elements of the city’s gastronomic cul-
ture. We feel honored to be able to pre-
sent to Macau’s residents and visitors 
dishes that were served at the 1999 han-
dover banquet.”

SHOWCASING MACAU’S 
CULINARY LEGACY 

CHA BEI, one of Galaxy 
Macau’s most popular dining 
spots, is presenting a tea set 
comprised of some of the ci-
ty’s most significant specialties 
– from pork-chop buns and 
shrimp-roe noodles to Portu-
guese egg tarts and Serradura 
pudding – to let residents and 
visitors experience the essence of the 
city’s gastronomy in one tea set. The 
special set also embraces contemporary 

art by featuring the work of local artist 
Sanchia Lau on the specially designed 
paper placemat. The mat 
encourages diners to ex-
plore Macau, through an 

illustrated map 
inspired by the 
city’s signatu-
re cobblesto-
ne streets and 
landmarks.

“By recrea-
ting Macau’s 
must-try deli-
cacies, we aim 
to pay tribu-
te to Macau’s 

culinary legacy,” said 
Boon Neo, CHA BEI’s 
Chef de Cuisine. “Macau 

has a wide range of gastronomic offers. 
We put a lot of thought into designing 

the tea set as we wan-
ted to showcase the 
best tastes of Macau.” 
In addition to the city’s 
famous specialties, the 
tea set also includes 
a chocolate statue of 
the Ruins of St. Paul’s 
and specially designed 
macarons with a 20th 
anniversary theme, 
among other desserts. 
During the campaign 
period, guests ordering 
the tea set will receive 
a limited edition gift 
from CHA BEI while 
stocks last.

GEG Celebrates MSAR 20th 
Anniversary with Macau Residents

• 20% off at selected F&B outlets
• Lucky Draws: Instant Lucky Draw of The Promenade Shops Gift 

Certificates, valued at MOP2,000 (20 winners); Grand Draw of The 
Promenade Shops Gift Certificates, valued at MOP10,000 (20 winners)

• Room rates from HK$1,220 per night at selected hotels
• 20% off for selected spa treatments

• 20% off for UA Galaxy Cinemas 2D movie tickets
• 2-hour free self-parking at selected properties
• Extra offers for holders of Macau permanent or non-

permanent ID card whose card number includes number “20”
• For more details on these exclusive offers, please scan QR 

code or visit www.galaxymacau.com

GEG’s exclusive offers for Macau residents

Chef Andre Lai, Gosto

Chef Boon Neo, CHA BEI
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Macau expected to be third-most visited 
city in the world for overnight stays

Ninety-one restaurants commended for excellence
A total of 91 food and 

beverage establish-
ments and 12 travel agen-
cies have recently been 
accredited by the Macau 
Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) for their ex-
cellent performance in 
promoting quality tou-
rism services.

They were commended 
by the tourism regulator 

as part of the Quality Tou-
rism Services Accredita-
tion Scheme, which is fur-
ther diversified to applaud 
businesses in the food and 
beverage, travel agency 
and retail sectors.

This year saw the first 
time the retail indus-
try has taken part in this 
scheme which was co-
-conducted with the Con-

sumer Council.
Among the 91 estab-

lishments accredited with 
the Star Merchant Award, 
four were simultaneously 
recognized for their servi-
ce quality with the Service 
Star Award.

The four double-win-
ners are SW Steakhouse at 
Wynn Palace, Portofino at 
the Venetian, Restaurante 

Litoral in Taipa and the 
Edo Japanese Restaurant 
at Hotel Lisboa.

As for the travel agen-
cy sector, the Star Mer-
chant Award went to a 
total of 12 travel agen-
cies, two of which also 
earned the “Service Star 
Award – Inbound Service” 
and “Service Star Award – 
Outbound Service”. The 

winners for each are the 
Kong Pak Macau Tourism 
Development Company 
and HN Group Limited, 
respectively.

As explained by the 
MGTO, the scheme, whi-
ch started in 2014, tries to 
evaluate service quality in 
all aspects. There are two 
parts in the evaluation 
process, the mystery cus-

tomer aspect and the ser-
vice management system 
audit part. The regulator 
stressed that service qua-
lity of frontline and mana-
gement staff members are 
evaluated separately.

Some 281 restauran-
ts and 40 travel agencies 
have so far been recogni-
zed with the accreditation 
since 2014. AL

MACAU is expected to be the 
third-most visited city in the 

world in 2019, welcoming some 
20.6 million overnight visitors, ac-
cording to the Top 100 City Desti-
nations report released by global 
market research company Euro-
monitor International.

The report also shows that 
Hong Kong is likely to hold on to its 
status as the world’s most popular 
city with international visitors in 
2019, despite months of political 
unrest leading to a sharp drop in 
tourist numbers. The Thai capital 
of Bangkok takes second place, 
while Singapore is fourth, cemen-
ting Asia’s lead this year.

Official data provided by the 
Macau government shows that 
more than 33.4 million tourists 
visited Macau in the first 10 mon-
ths of 2019, with forecasts showing 
Macau will possibly break the 
40-million-mark before the year-
-end.

Euromonitor’s 20.6-million tally 
differs because its research covers 
overseas visitors, or “arrivals,” who 
stay longer than 24 hours but less 
than one year in over 400 cities 
around the world. Arrivals include 
people travelling for business, lei-
sure and to visit family or friends, 
but excludes those in employment 
or education abroad as well as mi-
litary personnel, transportation 
crew, cruise passengers and peo-
ple displaced by war or natural di-
sasters.

In Macau, where brief trips 
across the border are possible 
for the residents of neighboring 
Guangdong, same-day visitors 
accounted for about 52% of all vi-
sits between January and October 
2019. According to Macau’s Sta-
tistics and Census Service, same-
-day visitors spent just 0.2 days in 
the city on average, equivalent to 
about two and a half hours.

Euromonitor also notes that 
the 2019 rankings were calculated 
using estimates based on part-
-year arrivals data, meaning Hong 
Kong’s place as the global travelers’ 
capital could still change. The city’s 
tourist industry has been badly hit 

by protests that have raged almost 
every week since June.

However, Euromonitor senior 
analyst Simon Haven said strong 
arrivals numbers in the first half of 
the year would lessen the impact of 
the protests on total annual visitor 
numbers. “Over the period January 
to June of 2019, inbound arrivals 
grew by 14% versus the same pe-
riod last year. In July, arrivals star-
ted to drop, with the most notable 
drop being in August, when the 
city experienced a 40% drop versus 
August 2018,” he wrote in an email.

“Based on the latest data avai-
lable from the Hong Kong Tourism 
Board, as well as Euromonitor fo-
recasts, total inbound arrivals into 
Hong Kong are expected to drop by 
5% to 10% in 2019,” Haven wrote. 
This degree of decline would keep 
the Asian financial hub in pole po-

sition in 2019, given its lead over 
Bangkok and strong performance 
in 2018.

Globally, inbound arrivals are 
expected to rise 4.2% in 2019, to 1.5 
billion trips.

More broadly, the Euromoni-
tor list shows that Asian tourism is 
booming. The region accounts for 
significantly more locations than 
any other, and the number has ri-
sen steadily since the first edition 
was published in 2013. Travelers 
within Asia are responsible for 
much of the growth, according to 
the report, as income levels rise 
and the numbers of Chinese visi-
tors to other countries – as well as 
millennial travelers from around 
the region – increase.

London is predicted to round 
out the top five, although it’s dro-
pped two places amid an uncer-

tain future as Brexit potentially 
leads to tighter visa restrictions for 
EU nationals.

New York City, the most popular 
American destination with inter-
national travelers, is expected to 
sink from eighth spot to number 
11, while Miami (29), Los Angeles 
(33) and Las Vegas (38) were the 
next highest U.S. cities on the list. 
Competition from Asia and Euro-
pe has seen most American cities 
slip in recent years, despite positi-
ve growth in arrivals for most.

Growing trade tension with 
China is “one of the main concer-
ns for the travel industry,” accor-
ding to the report’s author, Rabia 
Yasmeen, who added that many 
U.S. cities are actively attempting 
to tap the lucrative Chinese tourist 
market.

The biggest leap up the rankin-

gs in 2019 is expected to come 
from Hurghada in Egypt, which is 
forecast to take 63rd position after 
joining the top 100 in 82nd place 
last year. Thanks in part to a tou-
rism reform program and impro-
ving security, Egypt remains North 
Africa’s leading destination, with 
Cairo also enjoying strong growth. 
Other notable climbers among the 
top 100 include Indian cities such 
as Agra and Bangalore, and Cebu 
in the Philippines.

In Europe, more traditional 
travel hotspots like Barcelona, 
Milan and Vienna have slid down 
the rankings, while cities in “off 
the beaten path destinations such 
as Croatia, Slovenia and Sweden 
have moved up,” the report said. 
For the most part, however, such 
locations are yet to break the top 
100. DB/BLOOMBERG
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Lawmaker urges 
local retirement 
policies first 

Lawmaker Leong Sun Iok hopes that 
Macau can improve its retirement 
policies. In his interpellation to the local 
government, Leong said that Macau 
should keep improving its policies on 
care for the elderly. He also wants the 
authorities to prioritize retirement 
policies for those in Macau, rather 
than retirement in other places. That 
being said Leong thinks that Hengqin 
will soon have the conditions to carry 
out cross-border elderly care services. 
The lawmaker suggests that the local 
government learn from other regions’ 
experience in setting up apartments for 
the elderly, and to arrange for different 
accommodation options in view of the 
different needs of the public.

No timetable for traffic 
accident database

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) does 
not have a timetable for setting up a 
database of traffic accidents. According 
to a report by public broadcaster TDM, 
the Transport Bureau, together with 
the Public Security Police Force (PSP), 
is collating and analyzing data regarding 
the establishment of a traffic accident 
database. Due to the large amount of 
data involved, the processing takes time, 
the DSAT said. No further information 
or timetable could be provided by the 
bureau at this stage. The DSAT said that 
it will join with the PSP in establishing the 
database, which will be announced in due 
course.

Health Bureau to have 500 
more staff by the end of 2020 
T

HE Health Bureau 
(SSM) will hire an 
additional 500 peo-
ple by the end of 

2020, the Second Standing 
Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) reported yes-
terday after the discussion 
on the budget bill for 2020. 

Five government repre-
sentatives were present at 
yesterday’s committee dis-
cussion. 

Lawmakers inquired 
about the budget increase 
for the Health Bureau, which 
will reportedly grow by 8% 
next year to a total of 9 billion 
patacas. The increase is equi-
valent to about 670 million 
patacas.

Regarding the SSM’s bud-
get increase, government re-
presentatives explained that, 
from now until December 31, 
2020, the SSM plans to hire 
90 doctors, 75 specialist in-
tern doctors, five translators 
in addition to other staff.

The bureau’s budget in-
crease is also due to the pro-
motion of its staff members, 

increase in salaries, staff be-
nefits, and new health cen-
ters. 

Lawmakers also asked the 
government representatives 
about the 3% salary increa-
se for civil servants, the 2.4% 
budget increase at the Land, 

Public Works and Transport 
Bureau, and the budget in-
crease of 100 million patacas 
at the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC). 

According to the explana-
tion given by the government 
representatives, the 3% sa-

lary increase for civil servan-
ts is based on the increase in 
salaries in the private market.

Meanwhile, the IC’s bud-
get increase is prompted by 
the Macau Cultural Center’s 
renovation and by salary 
compensations to civil ser-
vants’ overtime work due to 
the organization of large-s-
cale activities. 

Starting from last year, the 
IC has also been responsible 
for paying for two of Macau’s 
established music groups: 
the Macao Chinese Orches-
tra and the Macao Orchestra. 

“The bill must be passed 
this month,” said Chan Chak 
Mo, chairman of the Second 
Standing Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly, stres-
sing its urgency.

Macau’s public health ser-
vices fall under the remit of 
the Secretariat for Social Af-
fairs and Culture, currently 
headed by Alexis Tam. The 
director of the Identification 
Services Bureau, Ao Ieong U, 
will succeed Tam in the next 
government. JZ

Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Alexis Tam
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 HONG KONG

Carrie Lam promises new round 
of economic relief measures

CENSORSHIP

HK economist says his views on China cost him his job
A local Hong Kong econo-

mist said he was asked 
to leave his job at a main-
land Chinese-owned bank, 
in the latest example of poli-
tical tensions erupting in the 
financial hub after months 
of protests.

Law Ka Chung left his role 
as chief economist at Bank 
of Communications (Hong 
Kong) in October, with no 
official announcement. The 
analyst said he suspects his 
views are the reason he was 
asked to leave after more 
than 14 years.

The former chief econo-
mist in an article in August 
said protests in Hong Kong 

would deepen the city’s 
slowdown but argued their 
impact was limited, con-
tradicting the dire outlook 
in China’s mainland media. 
He said he was asked to 
leave the bank shortly after 
he shared with colleagues 
a link to an outside article 
critical of China’s firewalls 
and closed system. He was 
also asked to refrain from 
commenting on the Chine-
se economy, he said.

“China just needs people 
to stay low profile and be 
quiet,” Law said in an inter-
view yesterday. “They just 
want to silence all voices, be 
it researchers, students or 

media.”
The departure risks 

stoking speculation that 
Hong Kong could lose its 
status as a relatively inde-
pendent financial center 
outside of China. Pro-de-
mocracy protests have ro-
cked Hong Kong for almost 
six months, stirring tension 
across workplaces in the 
former British colony, with 
bankers often caught in 
the midst. Chinese-owned 
banks and shops have been 
targeted by angry protesters. 
Local citizens and those 
who emigrated from main-
land China often clash onli-
ne and in real life.

BoCom wasn’t immedia-
tely able to comment. Law’s 
departure was earlier repor-
ted by Apple Daily.

Law said he has felt pres-
sure since as early as 2014, 
when the so-called Um-
brella Movement started. 
Friends and other analys-
ts are now indicating that 
pressure to keep comments 
guarded is spreading to local 
and foreign banks as well, he 
said.

Law said the bank outli-
ned his compensation stret-
ching into next year just two 
months before he was asked 
to resign. He left behind him 
a team of mainly local Hong 

Kongers.
“I have little contact with 

them after I left,” he said. “I 
wish them good luck.”

The turmoil has plunged 
Hong Kong into a recession, 
in part as a dearth of main-
land visitors has choked off 
retail sales. Expat bankers 
and even those born in the 
city have explored options 
of leaving the city while resi-
dents from mainland China 
have grown more fearful.

With employees entan-
gled or caught up in the tur-
moil, banks including HSBC 
Holdings Plc have called for 
a peaceful resolution. One 
Mandarin Chinese speaking 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. em-
ployee was punched in the 
face and a Citigroup Inc. 
banker was briefly detained 
after a scuffle with police. A 
BNP Paribas SA executive 
left his job to focus on his 
activism for Hong Kong.

But even before protests 
broke out citywide, the fear 
of offending China have 
made some of the Wall Street 
banks bow. UBS Group AG 
put its top economist Paul 
Donovan on temporary 
leave earlier this year after 
a reference in his research 
to “Chinese pigs” caused 
an avalanche of criticism in 
China. BLOOMBERG

IAIN MARLOW 
& NATALIE LUNG

HONG Kong’s leader pledged 
more relief measures in the 

wake of data showing that the ci-
ty’s unrest drove a record decline 
in retail sales.

Hong Kong Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam told reporters yester-
day that the government would 
soon announce new moves to 
prop up the city’s flagging eco-
nomy after almost six months 
of protests and political strife. 
She didn’t elaborate on what the 

measures would entail, saying 
only that they would be “targe-
ted.”

October retail sales contracted 
24.3% by value year on year, the 
fourth month of double-
-digit declines. On Mon-
day, Financial Secretary 
Paul Chan told lawmakers 
that he expected the first 
fiscal year budget deficit 
since the early 2000s, and 
said that the turmoil has 
dragged down economic 
growth by some 2 percen-
tage points this year.

Protesters and police again 
clashed in Hong Kong’s stree-
ts over the weekend, following 
a lull in violence surrounding 
local elections in which pro-de-

mocracy candidates secured a 
landslide win. Demonstrators, 
who initially turned out to stop 
legislation that would’ve allowed 
extraditions to mainland China, 

have since expanded 
their demands to in-
clude greater demo-
cracy and an indepen-
dent inquiry into the 
police.

“We saw repeated 
scenes of violence that 
we didn’t wish to see,” 
Lam said, referring to 
the latest scuffles be-

tween protesters and police. “It 
has poured cold water on our 
hope that there can be a way to 
stop such violence, so that our 
economy can have a chance of 
revival. I hope very much that 
violence will stop as soon as pos-
sible.”

Lam said the new round of 
economic stimulus measures 
would be aimed at sectors that 
have been been “particularly 
challenged” through the unrest. 
“Overall, the way to do it is still be 
targeted,” she said, adding that 
all departments would be invol-
ved.

The new effort would follow 
previous stimulus measures, in-
cluding a HKD19 billion ($2.4 
billion) package in August. In Oc-
tober, Lam added another HKD2 
billion in economic support and 
announced a raft of new polices, 
including loosened mortgage ru-
les, compulsory land purchases 
for housing, cash for students 
and increased subsidies for low-
-income families.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and other officials in Beijing have 
repeatedly reaffirmed support 
for Lam’s government despite her 
historically low poll numbers. On 
Tuesday, Lam declined to answer 
questions about whether she 
would consider meeting further 
protester demands, such as calls 
for an independent commission 
of inquiry into the causes of the 
unrest and alleged police abuses.

“I have already responded to 
these demands many times,” she 
said. “I have nothing to add at the 
moment.”

Lam also condemned U.S. le-
gislation supporting Hong Kong’s 
protesters as unnecessary and 
unwarranted, in her first com-
ments since President Donald 
Trump signed two bills into law. 
“It creates an unstable and un-
certain environment,” she said, 
adding that Hong Kong would 
follow Beijing’s lead on institu-
ting countermeasures to retaliate 
against the action. BLOOMBERG

Lam declined to 
answer questions 

about whether she 
would consider 

meeting further 
protester demands
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Grand Hyatt announces festive offerings for Christmas period

Wynn has held a “Responsi-
ble Gaming Script Contest” to 
encourage Macau students 
and citizens to participate in 
amplifying awareness of the 
topic of responsible gaming by 
writing scripts in July this year. 

Grand Hyatt Macau is pre-
senting a variety of offers and 
programs with the festive sea-
son just around the counter.

Its restaurant mezza9 Macau 
has curated a festive line-up of 
“Dining from the Kitchen” de-

Wynn holds contest to promote responsible gaming awareness
mony and drama show took 
place previously at the Univer-
sity of Macau, attracting more 
than 200 guests that included 
teachers and students in Ma-
cau, participants, and their re-
latives and friends. 

The event was divided into 
open and student groups, 
overseen by a panel of judges 
comprised of the organizers, 
representatives from the su-
pporting organizations and 
a drama professional. After 
a detailed review of over 40 
entries, the judging panel se-
lected the four best scripts 
from each of the two groups. 
The winning teams were then 
invited to perform on stage to 
present their works to the au-
dience.

turkey with trimming, rib-eye 
steak, and whole yellowfin 
tuna, among others.

Meanwhile, guests looking 
to enjoy a festive, family-frien-
dly afternoon of delights may 
choose to indulge in the Fes-
tive Grand Set at Lobby Lou-
nge. Available from December 
13 to 25, the Festive Grand Set 
includes mont blanc, mince pie 
with clotted cream and a mini 
raspberry chocolate yule log, 
along with festive drinks from 
a selection of Red Christmas 
tea by TWG.

Guests are also invited to 
enjoy a tranquil getaway during 
the festive season, with Isala 
Spa offering four personali-
zed facial treatments to help 
guests unwind and relax. 

Hosted by Wynn, the 2019 
Responsible Gaming Script 
Contest aims to enhance 
public understanding of res-
ponsible gaming, the gaming 
operator said in a statement.

The contest’s award cere-

lights, which will be available 
on Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Eve, and as 
part of an additional lunch bu-
ffet on Christmas Day. 

According to a press relea-
se, the menu will feature roast 

AVIATION

IndiGo stops pushing 
Airbus engines to limit 

REAL ESTATE

Singapore 
developers 
raise alarm 
over supply 
glut
FARIS MOKHTAR

SINGAPORE’S developers have expres-
sed alarm over the high supply of priva-

te apartments amid slowing demand, with 
the glut threatening to suppress property 
prices.

President of the Real Estate Developers’ 
Association of Singapore, Chia Ngiang 
Hong, said at a dinner Monday evening 
that home builders are concerned about 
the fat pipeline and subdued demand.

“We hope the government will conti-
nue to watch the pulse of the market, with 
the aim of maintaining a stable and sustai-
nable market in line with economic funda-
mentals,” Chia was quoted in local media 
as saying.

Chia described the property market as 
challenging and said developers are alrea-
dy more cautious when bidding for land.

Data from the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority released yesterday showed the-
re are around 39,000 private housing units 
currently in the pipeline, though this has 
“declined progressively over the past few 
quarters.”

Around 34,000 of the unsold units come 
from the government’s land sales program 
and en-bloc sites. The other 5,000 are from 
sites still pending planning approval.

Property cooling measures that were 
imposed in July last year eased home 
values for a period but prices have begun 
rebounding over the past few quarters. 
Overall transaction volumes have remai-
ned modest.

Just last week, Singapore’s central bank 
issued a warning that an oversupply 
of apartments threatens to push down 
dwelling values. MDT/BLOOMBERG

ANURAG KOTOKY

I
NDIGO has told its pilots 
to stop pushing engines on 
its new Airbus SE jets to the 
limit when the planes are 

climbing, after India’s aviation 
regulator said the practice may 
have contributed to turbines 
failing in the air.

All the budget airline’s 
A320neo aircraft now use a lower 
thrust setting following take off, 
according to a spokeswoman 
from IndiGo, which has suffered 
13 engine shutdowns during as-
cents this year. The decision was 
taken “in order to make every 
possible effort to minimize ex-
posure of engines,” she wrote in 
an email, adding that manufac-
turer Pratt & Whitney stated the-
re’s no evidence of a connection 
between climbing procedure 
and engine incidents.

Ascending at maximum 
power can help burn less fuel as 
it takes less time to reach crui-
sing altitude. IndiGo made the 
switch only after India’s Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation 
found in a probe - first reported 
by Bloomberg on Friday - that 
full-thrust climbs could wear 
down the engines and probably 
contributed to the shutdowns, 
people familiar with the matter 
said earlier.

IndiGo instructed pilots of 
the A320neo-family of jets last 
month to use no more than 93% 
thrust on the Pratt engines un-
til they reach 25,000 feet (7,622 
meters), the people said. They 
asked not to be identified be-
cause the change hadn’t been 
made public.

The airline spokeswoman 

said the change had “hardly any 
difference” in day to day ope-
rations, beyond taking two to 
three minutes longer for aircra-
ft to reach optimum flight level 
due to lower thrust settings. “Di-
fference in fuel consumption is 
marginal,” she said.

IndiGo is among the wor-
ld’s fastest-growing carriers. 
Smaller rival Go Airlines India 
Ltd., which uses the same Pratt 
engine, typically uses the more 
gentle alt-climb approach now 
employed by IndiGo and hasn’t 
faced similar engines failures, 
people familiar with the matter 
have said.

Pratt representatives didn’t 
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment, while the 
DGCA declined to comment on 

what it described as an internal 
issue for IndiGo. Airbus decli-
ned to comment on its custo-
mers’ operations.

Shares of InterGlobe Aviation 
Ltd., which operates IndiGo, fell 
as much as 3.3% in Mumbai.

IndiGo’s mid-flight dramas 
have been a headache for the 
airline. The DGCA has said 
every time a new plane joins 
IndiGo’s fleet, it must ground 
one A320neo that hasn’t had its 
engines fixed. That essentially 
prevents Asia’s biggest budget 
airline by market value from ad-
ding new flights until the issue is 
addressed.

IndiGo is the world’s top 
A320neo customer. It has 730 of 
the latest model on order and 
wants to expand its network 

beyond cities such as Istanbul to 
destinations including London.

IndiGo told pilots, engineers 
and training crew in mid No-
vember about the “alternate 
max climb rating option” on its 
A320neo-family of jets, the peo-
ple said. Such a practice is also 
known as a “derated takeoff.”

The airline’s new guideli-
nes say the Pratt engines on 
the A320neo cannot return to 
full thrust before 31,000 feet, 
while the bigger A321neo 
needs to gain a further 2,000 
feet before maximum power 
is applied, they said. That 
process will reduce wear and 
tear on the engines, and will 
be applicable to all new engi-
nes as well, one of the people 
said. MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Billionaires investing in China’s 
electric cars face shakeout
SOME of China’s wealthiest 

tycoons steered billions of 
dollars into electric-car com-
panies in order to fuel the coun-
try’s dreams of becoming a leader 
in the field. Now a reckoning may 
be looming as car sales slow and 
the government reduces subsidies 
for the nascent industry.

That leaves the flagship com-
panies of Jack Ma, Pony Ma, Hui 
Ka Yan and Robin Li facing an 
increasingly steep path to profi-
tability on their bets that electric 
vehicles can be smartphones-on-
-wheels connecting passengers 
to other businesses. Their capital, 
along with dozens of startups rai-
sing $18 billion, helped inflate an 
electric bubble that now looks to 
be in danger of popping.

China’s car market is experien-
cing a prolonged sales slump, 
prompting EV makers to slash 
earnings outlooks. With China 
considering further cuts to the 
subsidies for consumer purchases 
in order to force automakers to 
compete on their own, a shakeout 
is looming that not even the ty-
coons’ support may be able to 
prevent, said Rachel Miu, an 
analyst with DBS Group Holdings 
Ltd. in Hong Kong. “For the new 
kids on the block in the EV space, 
it’s a steep uphill climb,” she said.

Here’s what China’s richest 
people have to show for their 
companies’ EV investments:

ALIBABA: XPENG COUPE
Jack Ma stepped down as 

chairman of Alibaba Group Hol-
ding Ltd. in September after 
amassing a $40 billion-plus for-
tune, but China’s richest man 
retains his board seat - and in-
fluence - at the e-commerce em-
porium he created. Alibaba has 
participated in several funding 
rounds for Guangzhou Xiaopeng 
Motors Technology Co., or Xpeng 
Motors, including one in 2018 
that raised 2.2 billion yuan ($313 
million) for the carmaker co-fou-
nded by former Alibaba executive 
He Xiaopeng.

Xpeng launched its first vehi-
cle, the five-seat G3 SUV, last year 
and has sold 11,940 vehicles so far 
this year, according to data com-
piled by Bloomberg.

The company, founded in 
2014, also is teaming up with 
more-established automakers. A 
factory built with Haima Automo-
bile Co. can produce 150,000 EVs 
annually. Another should soon 
begin assembling the P7 coupe, 
scheduled to begin deliveries 
next year.

The journey hasn’t been wi-
thout controversy, though, as 
some engineers bound for Xpeng 
stand accused of stealing from 
their ex-employers in the U.S. In 
March, Tesla Inc. sued a former 

engineer, alleging he uploaded 
files, directories and copies of 
source code to his personal cloud 
storage account before resigning. 
Also, a former Apple Inc. engineer 
was indicted last year for allege-
dly pilfering self-driving car se-
crets on his way to an Xpeng job. 
His trial is upcoming.

“We are very adamant that we 
pursue our own R&D,” President 
Brian Gu said. “Copyright is very 
important to us.”

Hangzhou-based Alibaba, 
the second-largest shareholder 
in Xpeng, didn’t answer specific 
questions about the automaker.

Xiaomi Corp., the consumer-e-
lectronics company, participated 
in another $400 million fundrai-
sing round, the automaker said 
Nov. 13.

TENCENT: NIO LISTS
Pony Ma’s Tencent Holdings 

Ltd., whose WeChat messaging 
app helped make him China’s 
second-richest person, led a $1 
billion investment round in NIO 
Inc. in 2017. With more than 
26,000 vehicles sold, NIO’s one of 
the few Chinese startups making 
multiple models, and it beat rivals 
with an initial public offering in 
New York last year.

But losses piled up with the ove-
rall sales slump and as the com-
pany, which has been described 
as “China’s Tesla,” plowed money 
into marketing and real estate. It 
sponsored a Bruno Mars concert 
and opened luxury clubs for NIO 
owners that feature showrooms, 
coffee bars and performance spa-
ces. By August the company had 
opened 19 NIO Houses over 22 
months, and combined rental ex-
penses were equivalent to 6.3% of 
revenue during the 12 months en-
ded March, according to Bloom-
berg Intelligence.

“NIO chooses the direct sales 

mode and pays great attention to 
user experience,” the company 
said. It doesn’t plan to close its 
existing clubs - or open new ones.

NIO lost $2.8 billion in the 12 
months ended June on revenue 
of $1.2 billion, and its shares have 
plunged this year. The Shanghai-
-based company cut about 20% of 
its workforce through September, 
when Tencent injected another 
$100 million.

“Our sales have been under 
pressure since the subsidies went 
down,” NIO Chief Executive Offi-
cer William Li said. “It has come 
to a new era that one can only win 
customers with quality products 
and services.”

Shenzhen-based Tencent ex-
pressed support for EVs but didn’t 
answer specific questions about 
NIO.

EVERGRANDE: HIGH HOPES
One of the more startling 

entrants in the EV industry is 
property developer China Ever-
grande Group, which declared it 
wanted to be the world’s biggest 
manufacturer within three to five 
years. That means surpassing Tes-
la, which just opened a factory in 

Shanghai. Between September 
2018 and June 2019, Evergrande 
invested more than $3.8 billion in 
EV-related companies, according 
to Bloomberg Intelligence, and 
will start producing its Hengchi 
brand next year.

Evergrande, which wants to 
open 10 production bases, plans 
to spend 45 billion yuan on new-
-energy vehicles between 2019 
and 2021. On Nov. 10, a unit an-
nounced it would spend almost 
$3 billion to boost its stake in Na-
tional Electric Vehicle Sweden AB 
to 82% from 68%.

Billionaire chairman and foun-
der Hui Ka Yan, who’s diversifying 
into businesses such as soccer 
and health care, acknowledged 
there isn’t much overlap between 
Evergrande’s real-estate business 
and its EV ambitions.

“We don’t have any talent, te-
chnology, experience, or produc-
tion base in manufacturing cars,” 
Hui said. “How can we compete 
with the century-old automakers 
in the world?”

His answer: by opening Ever-
grande’s wallet.

“Whatever core technology 
and company we can buy, we will 

buy,” he said.
Yet Hui’s whatever-it-takes 

strategy may take a toll on Ever-
grande because of the cash-bur-
ning nature of NEV investments. 
The company’s forecast of spen-
ding 45 billion yuan is probably 
an underestimate, and that may 
exacerbate its cash crunch, accor-
ding to BI.

“This could crimp its home-
-sales margin given an urgency 
to sustain price cuts to boost cash 
collection from sales,” analyst 
Kristy Hung said in a Nov. 22 re-
port.

BAIDU: WM FACTORIES
Robin Li, the CEO of China’s 

dominant internet search-engine 
company, made WM Motor Te-
chnology Co. part of Baidu Inc.’s 
move into autonomous driving. 
Baidu led a fundraising round 
this year that generated 3 billion 
yuan for the Shanghai-based au-
tomaker. Baidu owns a 13% stake.

WM rolled out an electric SUV 
last year and has delivered more 
than 19,000 vehicles, Chief Strate-
gy Officer Rupert Mitchell said. So 
far this year, WM sold 14,273 of its 
battery-powered SUVs, according 
to data compiled by Bloomberg. 
That puts WM behind market 
leader BYD Co. - backed by War-
ren Buffett - and NIO, but ahead 
of Xpeng. WM launched a second 
SUV model on Nov. 22.

WM has an advantage over ri-
vals started by employees from in-
ternet companies, Mitchell said. 
Founder Freeman Shen used to 
run Volvo Car Group in China.

“We are not moonlighters from 
the technology industry that are 
having a crack at mass-market 
automotive,” he said.

Volvo parent Zhejiang Gee-
ly Holding Group has sued WM, 
seeking 2.1 billion yuan compen-
sation for alleged copyright in-
fringement, Chinese state media 
reported in September. WM has 
denied wrongdoing.

WM is producing vehicles at 
fully owned factories, which helps 
maintain quality control, Mitchell 
said. The company, which is ope-
ning a second factory next year 
that can make 150,000 vehicles 
annually, wants to raise another 
$1 billion, Mitchell said.

Baidu declined to comment. 
BLOOMBERG

From left: Hui Ka Yan, Pony Ma and Jack Ma
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TRADE WAR

Trump says China deal could 
wait until after election

Huawei moving US research center to CanadaTHE founder of Huawei 
says the Chinese tech 

giant is moving its U.S. re-
search center to Canada due 
to American sanctions on 
the company.

In an interview with To-
ronto’s Global and Mail 
newspaper, Ren Zhengfei 
said the move was neces-
sary because Huawei would 
be blocked from interacting 
with U.S. employees.

Huawei Technologies 
Ltd. is the No. 2 global smar-
tphone brand and the big-
gest maker of network gear 
for phone carriers. U.S. au-
thorities say the company 
is a security risk, which 
Huawei denies, and annou-
nced curbs in May on its 
access to American compo-
nents and technology.

The Trump administra-
tion announced a 90-day 
reprieve on some sales to 
Huawei. The government 

said that would apply to 
components and technolo-
gy needed to support wire-
less networks in rural areas.

Ren gave no details but 
Huawei confirmed in June 
it had cut 600 jobs at its Sili-
con Valley research center in 
Santa Clara, California, lea-
ving about 250 employees. 
A Huawei spokesman said 
the company had no further 
comment.

“The research and deve-
lopment center will move 
from the United States, and 
Canada will be the center,” 
Ren said in a video excerpt 
of the interview on the Glo-
be and Mail website. “Ac-
cording to the U.S. ban, we 
couldn’t communicate with, 
call, email or contact our 
own employees in the Uni-

ted States.”
Huawei, China’s first glo-

bal tech brand, is scram-
bling to preserve its business 
in the face of possible loss of 
access to U.S. components, 
which threatens to damage 
its smartphone business.

Huawei, headquartered 
in the southern city of Shen-
zhen, also operates research 
and development centers 
in Germany, India, Sweden 
and Turkey.

In November, Huawei 
started selling a folding 
smartphone, the Mate X, 
made without U.S.-supplied 
processor chips or Google 
apps. The company also has 
unveiled its own smartpho-
ne operating system it says 
can replace Google’s An-
droid if necessary. AP

DEREK WALLBANK 
& JORDAN FABIAN

P
RESIDENT Donald 
Trump signaled he would 
be willing to wait for ano-
ther year before striking a 

trade agreement with China, cas-
ting doubt on the likelihood of a 
phase-one accord within weeks 
between Washington and Beijing.

“I have no deadline,” he told re-
porters yesterday in London when 

asked if he wanted an agreement 
by year end.

Stocks dropped in Europe and 
U.S. equity futures sold off as 
Trump’s comments indicated no 
urgency to reach a deal by Dec. 15, 
which U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross earlier this week cal-
led a “logical deadline.” The Trump 
administration has threatened to 
impose tariffs on more Chinese 
imports starting that day. Those le-
vies would hit American consumer 

products such as smartphones, 
toys and children’s clothing just 
before the Christmas holiday.

“If nothing happens between 
now and then, the president has 
made quite clear he’ll put the tari-
ffs in - the increased tariffs,” Ross 
said on Fox Business Network.

A flurry of U.S. trade moves in 
the past 24 hours has eroded in-
vestor optimism that Trump would 
ease up on tariffs that have slowed 
the global economy.

Yesterday, his administration 
unexpectedly announced plans 
to reinstate tariffs on steel and 
aluminum shipments from Brazil 
and Argentina, and then relea-
sed plans for $2.4 billion in levies 
against French imports. In be-
tween those announcements, the 
U.S. said it was considering in-
creasing the scope of tariffs levied 
against the European Union over 
illegal Airbus subsides.

Rather than ratcheting down 

trade tensions, Trump is indicating 
confidence that his import taxes 
are good for America.

“U.S. Markets are up as much 
as 21% since the announcement 
of Tariffs on 3/1/2018 - and the 
U.S. is taking in massive amounts 
of money (and giving some to our 
farmers, who have been targeted 
by China)!” Trump tweeted.

Speaking to reporters on a trip 
to attend a summit for the 70th 
anniversary of NATO, Trump sug-
gested that in some ways, it might 
be better to wait until after the U.S. 
presidential election next Novem-
ber.

“I like the idea of waiting un-
til after the election for the China 
deal. But they want to make a deal 
now and we’ll see whether not the 
deal is going to be right. It’s got to 
be right,” he said. “The China tra-
de deal is dependent on one thing: 
Do I want to make it? Because 
we’re doing very well with China 
right now and we could do even 
better with the flick of a pen.”

The dollar reversed early gains 
versus the yen, and Treasuries ad-
vanced.

The U.S. and China have been 
trying to conclude phase one of 
a trade deal that White House 
economic adviser Larry Kudlow 
said more than two weeks ago 
was “coming down to the short 
strokes.” Stocks have jumped to 
records on optimism for a truce 
in an 20-month tariff war between 
the world’s two largest economies 
that has led to tariffs on some $500 
billion in bilateral trade.

Earlier yesterday, Chinese state 
media said the government would 
soon publish a list of “unreliable 
entities” that could lead to sanc-
tions against U.S. companies, 
signaling trade talks between the 
two nations are increasingly under 
threat from disputes over human 
rights in Hong Kong and Xinjiang. 
BLOOMBERG

A flurry of 
US trade 

moves in the 
past 24 hours 

has eroded 
investor 

optimism
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Police inspect a truck that was damaged as Typhoon Kammuri slammed Legazpi city, Albay province, southeast of Manila

 PHILIPPINES

Powerful typhoon leaves at least four dead
JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

TYPHOON Kammuri barreled 
across the Philippines with 

fierce winds and rain yesterday, 
leaving at least four people dead, 
forcing hundreds of thousands 
of villagers to abandon high-risk 
communities and prompting offi-
cials to shut Manila’s international 
airport.

Kammuri toppled trees and 
electrical posts, ripped off tin roo-
fs and battered a provincial airport 
as it blew across island provin-
ces in the southern fringes of the 
main northern Luzon island be-
fore blowing into the South China 
Sea. It weakened but remained 
dangerous with maximum sustai-
ned winds of 130 kilometers per 
hour and gusts of up to 200 kph as 
it exited, forecasters said.

At least four people died and 
several others were reported in-
jured, with officials attributing 
the low casualty figure to the early 
evacuation of hundreds of thou-
sands of villagers from villages 
prone to high waves, flash floods 
and landslides.

A villager was electrocuted 
while fixing the battered roof of 
his house in Libmanan town in 
Camarines Sur province in the 

hard-hit Bicol region, regional 
disaster response officer Claudio 
Yucot said. In Oriental Mindoro, 
one of the last provinces to be 
lashed by the typhoon, a man died 
after being pinned by a fallen tree 
and another perished after being 
hit by a tin roof, Gov. Humerlito 
Dolor said.

A construction worker on his 
way home on a motorcycle was 
hit by a falling tree and died in the 
port city of Ormoc in Leyte pro-

vince, police said.
“There could have been more 

if we did not do pre-emptive eva-
cuations,” Dolor told reporters.

The Philippines is battered by 
about 20 typhoons and tropical 
storms each year and has frequent 
earthquakes and volcanic erup-
tions, making the archipelago of 
more than 100 million people one 
of the world’s most disaster-prone 
nations.

Evacuating entire villages and 

communities and providing su-
pplies to huge numbers of resi-
dents camped in schools and go-
vernment buildings used as emer-
gency shelters is common during 
typhoons, volcanic eruptions 
and earthquakes, largely because 
many mostly poor communities 
are in disaster-prone areas.

Kammuri’s pounding rain 
and wind damaged the airport 
in Legazpi city in Albay province, 
collapsing a portion of its ceiling, 

scattering chairs in the arrival and 
departure areas and shattering 
glass panes. A truck turned on its 
side after being buffeted by strong 
winds in the city, near Mount 
Mayon, one of the country’s most 
active volcanos.

Albay is one of several provin-
ces in the Bicol region which lost 
post power due to toppled posts 
and downed transmission lines. 
Nearly 2 million people were af-
fected by the power outages, offi-
cials said.

In Manila, officials shut the in-
ternational airport for seven hours 
starting before noon Tuesday as 
the typhoon roared through pro-
vinces south of the capital. More 
than 400 domestic and interna-
tional flights were canceled due to 
the airport closure, airport mana-
ger Ed Monreal said.

Authorities moved thousands 
of Boy Scouts attending a jambo-
ree in the mountainous town of 
Botolan in the northwestern pro-
vince of Zambales.

The Philippines postponed 
several competitions in the Sou-
theast Asian Games, which it is 
hosting, because of the stormy 
weather, including wind surfing, 
polo and tennis matches in Mani-
la and outlying provinces. AP
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Afghan policemen in riot gear sit in front of a mural during a protest demonstration by supporters of Afghanistan’s leading 
presidential candidate, Abdullah Abdullah, in Kabul, last month

SURVEY

Afghans’ fear for personal 
safety has increased

North Korea says it’s up to US to choose ‘Christmas gift’
NORTH Korea yesterday 

repeated its assertions 
that the Trump administra-
tion is running out of time 
to salvage nuclear nego-
tiations, saying it’s entirely 
up to the United States to 
choose what “Christmas 
gift” it gets from the North.

The statement, attribu-
ted to a senior diplomat, 
came as North Korea con-
tinues to dial up pressure 
on Washington and Seoul 
ahead of leader Kim Jong 
Un’s end-of-year deadline 
for the U.S. to offer mu-
tually acceptable terms for 
a deal.

Negotiations have falte-
red since a February sum-
mit between Kim and Pre-
sident Donald Trump broke 
down after the U.S. rejected 
North Korean demands for 
broad sanctions relief in 

exchange for a partial sur-
render of its nuclear capa-
bilities.

Working-level talks held 
in Sweden in October broke 
down over what the North 
Koreans described as the 

Americans’ “old stance and 
attitude.”

Ri Thae Song, a vice 
foreign minister han-
dling U.S. affairs, accused 
Washington of repeating 
talk offers aimed at buying 

time without offering real 
solutions. In comments 
reported by state media, 
Ri reiterated earlier North 
Korean statements that the 
country has no intention to 
continue the nuclear diplo-

macy unless it gets some-
thing substantial in return.

“The dialogue touted 
by the U.S. is, in essence, 
nothing but a foolish trick 
hatched to keep the DPRK 
bound to dialogue and use 
it in favor of the political si-
tuation and election in the 
U.S.,” Ri said, referring to 
North Korea by its formal 
name, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea.

“What is left to be done 
now is the U.S. option and 
it is entirely up to the U.S. 
what Christmas gift it will 
select to get,” Ri said.

Kim has said he wou-
ld seek a “new path” if 
the United States persists 
with sanctions and pres-
sure. The North has tested 
a series of new solid-fuel 
missile systems in recent 
months, which experts 

say potentially expands its 
ability to strike targets in 
South Korea and Japan. It 
has also threatened to lift a 
self-imposed moratorium 
on nuclear and long-range 
missile tests and resume 
launches over Japan.

Kim and Trump exchan-
ged crude insults and war 
threats amid a provocative 
run in North Korean nu-
clear and missile tests in 
2017, but both leaders have 
described their personal 
relationship as good since 
they began their high-s-
takes nuclear summitry in 
2018.

After the North tested its 
first intercontinental ballis-
tic missile in July 2017, Kim 
called the missile a “packa-
ge of gifts” to the Americans 
for their Fourth of July holi-
day. AP

RAHIM FAIEZ, KABUL

A
FGHANS are increasin-
gly fearful for their per-
sonal safety, but slightly 
more believe their war- 

weary country is moving in the 
right direction, compared to pre-
vious years, according to a new 
survey released yesterday.

The Asia Foundation poll fou-
nd that 74.5% of respondents say 
they always, often or sometimes 
fear for their personal safety, an 
increase of over 3 percentage 
points from 2018.

“Increased optimism around 
the peace talks along with per-
sistent fears about insecurity 
and the economy continue to in-
fluence Afghan views,” Abdullah 
Ahmadzai, The Asia Foundation’s 
country representative in Afgha-
nistan was quoted as saying in 
the survey.

A total of 17,812 respondents 
aged 18 years and up were sur-
veyed face-to-face across all 34 
provinces from July 11, 2019 to 
Aug. 7, 2019, the San Francisco-
-based foundation said.

Optimism about the nation’s 
direction was at its highest in 
2013 before declining to an all-
-time low in 2016 over concerns 
about the economy, difficult elec-
tions and the effects of radical re-
ductions in foreign troops.

This year, 36.1% of responden-
ts said the country is going in the 
right direction, up from 32.8% in 
2017 and 2018, while 58.2% said 
the country is going in the wrong 
direction, down slightly from 
61.3% in 2018.

One of the main drivers of the 
uptick in optimism is the number 
of respondents who cite “peace 
and end of war,” an increase from 
16.4% in 2018 to 26.3% this year.

President Donald Trump, in 

his surprise Thanksgiving holiday 
visit to U.S. troops in Afghanistan 
last week, announced that the 
U.S. and Taliban have been enga-
ged in peace talks and insisted the 
Taliban want to make a deal after 
heavy U.S. fire in recent months.

The trip came after Trump 
abruptly broke off peace talks 
with the Taliban in September, 
canceling a secret meeting with 
Taliban and Afghan leaders at the 

Camp David presidential retreat 
after a particularly deadly spate of 
violence, capped by a bombing in 
Kabul that killed 12 people, inclu-
ding an American soldier.

That ended a nearly yearlong 
effort by the U.S. to reach a poli-
tical settlement with the Taliban.

It was not immediately clear 
how long or substantive the U.S. 
re-engagement with the Taliban 
has been.

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah 
Mujahid said the Taliban’s stance 
is unchanged. He said the United 
States broke off talks and when it 
wants to resume them, the Tali-
ban are ready.

Following the collapse of peace 
talks and election delays, which 
took place after this year’s survey 
field work, prospects for a sustai-
nable political settlement are un-
clear, Ahmadzai said.

“More than ever, empirical 
data is a crucial resource for the 
future and development of Af-
ghanistan,” Ahmadzai added.

According to the foundation, 
peace talks and the long-delayed 
presidential election have been at 
the forefront of public discourse 
in Afghanistan this year.

Afghans’ stated belief that 
reconciliation with the Taliban 
might be possible has grown 
significantly more common sin-
ce last year, with 64% of respon-
dents saying it is possible, up 
from 53.5% in 2018 and 52.3% in 
2017, when the question was first 
asked.

Yet, belief in reconciliation 
does not necessarily go hand in 
hand with optimism about the 
trajectory of the country.

Just last week, a leading Afghan 
presidential candidate, Abdullah 
Abdullah, organized protests over 
a recount in the September elec-
tion that has been mired in ac-
cusations of fraud. Thousands of 
Abdullah’s supporters rallied Fri-
day in the capital, Kabul, against 
what they said is the presence of 
fake ballots during a recount that 
seems set to favor the incumbent, 
President Ashraf Ghani.

Results of the Sept. 28 presi-
dential polls have been repeate-
dly delayed amid accusations of 
misconduct and technical pro-
blems with counting ballots.

If no candidate obtains over 
50% in the results, a second rou-
nd of voting will be held.

Ghani and Abdullah head a 
fragile national unity government 
that was put together under U.S. 
pressure after both leaders clai-
med victory in Afghanistan’s last 
elections in 2014.

The study had a margin of er-
ror of plus or minus 1.16 percen-
tage points. AP
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United States U.N. Ambassador Kelly Craft, current President of the U.N. Security Council 

UN Security Council to head 
to Washington, and Kentucky
JENNIFER PELTZ, 
UNITED NATIONS

THE United Nations Security 
Council is set to meet Presi-

dent Donald Trump over lunch 
tomorrow, then travel later this 
month to part of the U.S. that’s 
off the beaten path for world di-
plomats: Kentucky.

It’s the home state of Ambas-
sador Kelly Craft, who announ-
ced the plans in brief remarks to 
reporters yesterday [Macau time] 
as the U.S. began a stint in the 
council’s rotating presidency. She 
said the U.S. tenure would focus 
on how the council could gain 
“more credibility.”

“We’re speaking to the world, 
and I think it’s really important, 
that we owe it as a moral obli-
gation, not only to speak about 
topics that are relevant but also 
to have an outcome,” Kraft said, 
calling for reflection on the cou-
ncil’s work this year and how it 
might improve.

Tasked with maintaining in-
ternational peace and security, 
the council generally sets out for 
hotspots when it leaves head-
quarters.

Visits this year have included 
Iraq and neighboring Kuwait, a 
council member; Mali, the site of 
the deadliest U.N. peacekeeping 
mission, and other countries 

dealing with or trying to emerge 
from war, violence, political cri-
ses and other strife. The U.S. and 
South Africa co-led an October 
trip to South Sudan, where there’s 

a U.N. peacekeeping force, and 
to a meeting with African Union 
leaders in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The council also has traveled 
at times to the White House and 

to informal retreats or visits to 
members’ countries.

China invited the council to vi-
sit during its November 2018 pre-
sidency, for example, in what was 
billed as a “side event” for mem-
bers to learn more about China’s 
participation in peacekeeping 
operations and get a firsthand 
look at its development.

Former U.S. Ambassador 
Nikki Haley talked about brin-
ging council members to her 
home state of South Carolina in 
September 2018. The Carolinas 
were hit by a hurricane that mon-
th, and the trip ultimately didn’t 
happen.

The U.S. mission to the U.N. 
didn’t immediately say what the 
theme would be for the Dec. 13-
15 trip to Frankfort and Lexing-
ton, Kentucky.

Kraft said members will have 
a day of “sofa talks” and informal 
meetings, to be held at the head-
quarters of animal feed and be-
verage conglomerate Alltech Inc.

Also on the agenda: dining 
at the governor’s mansion, wat-
ching the No. 8-ranked Univer-
sity of Kentucky men’s basketball 
team play unranked Georgia 
Tech, and bottling some of the 
Bluegrass State’s famed bourbon.

Kraft, a Kentucky native, be-
came Washington’s envoy to the 
U.N. in September, after serving 
as ambassador to Canada. AP
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High security outside of Central Hall Westminster in London for the event ‘NATO Engages’

Trump attacks Macron 
over NATO comments

LORNE COOK, LONDON

U
.S. President Donald 
Trump yesterday 
took aim at President 
Emmanuel Macron 

over the French leader’s criticism 
of NATO, and criticized the other 
members of the military alliance 
for being too slow to beef up their 
defense budgets.

As prime ministers and presi-
dents of the 29-member allian-
ce converged on London for a 
summit marking NATO’s 70th 
birthday, Trump told reporters 
Macron’s comments were “very 
nasty” when he lamented the 
“brain death” of the organization 
due in large part to a lack of U.S. 
leadership.

“Sometimes he’ll say things 
that he shouldn’t say,” Trump 
said. “Sometimes I think he does 
things that are counterproductive 
for his own country.”

During campaigning for the 
last election, Trump described 
NATO as “obsolete.” He has sin-
ce tempered his criticism so-
mewhat.

Relations between the U.S. 
and France are particularly strai-
ned this week after The U.S. Trade 
Representative proposed intro-
ducing tariffs on $2.4 billion in 
goods in retaliation for a French 
tax on global tech giants inclu-
ding Google, Amazon and Face-
book. Trump and Macron are due 
to meet on the sidelines of the 
summit.

Discussing military funding, 
Trump noted that “a lot of coun-
tries haven’t paid.”

After Russia annexed the Cri-
mean Peninsula in 2014, NATO 
countries halted their post-Cold 
War spending cuts and began in-
creasing spending. They pledged 
to “move toward” spending 2% 
of GDP on their national defense 
budgets by 2024.

“You could make the case that 
they’ve been delinquent for 25-
30 years,” Trump said, after talks 
with NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg. He added that 
the figure of 2% “is a very low 
number, it really should be 4.”

Stoltenberg, given the unen-
viable task of trying to hold NATO 
together as its leaders take pot 
shots at each other, said that 
“we’re doing more together, Nor-
th America and Europe, than we 
have done in many decades.”

European allies and Canada 
are forecast by the end of this year 
to have increased defense spen-
ding by $130 billion since 2016. 
NATO predicts they will be spen-
ding $400 billion more by 2024.

The summit in London comes 
amid a series of spats between 
leaders that threatens to expo-
se a lack of unity that could well 
undermine the military organiza-
tion’s credibility.

Macron insisted ahead of the 
meeting that the endless spen-
ding debate should be set aside 
so that NATO can focus on im-
portant strategic questions like 

who its enemies really are, how 
to improve ties with Russia and 
what to do with an unpredictable 
ally like Turkey.

In turn, Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan has lashed 
out at Macron, and the very 
public arguments bode ill for a 

summit hosted by British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who is 
deep into an electoral campaign 
and desperately wants to smooth 

things over.
Ankara raised the ire of its 

allies by invading northern Syria, 
and for buying Russian air defen-
se systems with powerful compu-
ters aboard that suck up data and 
would compromise the military 
equipment of allies if they were 
stationed nearby.

Before heading to London, Er-
dogan suggested that Turkey mi-
ght not back Poland and NATO’s 
Baltic allies — Estonia, Latvia 
and Lithuania — should they re-
quire defending unless the allies 
support Turkish concerns about 
Syrian Kurdish fighters, which 
Ankara sees as terrorists.

That threat raises new ques-
tions about NATO’s commitment 
to its collective defense clause — 
Article 5 — under which all allies 
vow to come to the aid of a mem-
ber under attack. The clause has 
only ever been activated once, af-
ter the 9/11 attacks in the United 
States.

The two-day summit kicks off 
with receptions at Buckingham 
Palace and Downing Street. One 
short working session will be held 
at a golf resort in outer London 
on Wednesday. The aim is to issue 
a joint declaration — if the sum-
mit can survive the friendly fire.

Trump is due to hold separa-
te talks with Macron, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Da-
nish Prime Minister Mette Fre-
deriksen and Italian Premier Giu-
seppe Conte on the sidelines of 
the summit. Johnson is also set to 
host talks on Syria with Macron, 
Merkel and Erdogan today. AP

France threatens retaliation 
if US doubles Champagne price
FRANCE is threatening a “strong Euro-

pean riposte” if the Trump administra-
tion follows through on a proposal to hit 
French cheese, Champagne, handbags and 
other products with tariffs - of up to 100%.

The U.S. Trade Representative proposed 
the tariffs on $2.4 billion in goods in retalia-
tion for a French tax on global tech giants in-
cluding Google, Amazon and Facebook.

“I’m not in love with those (tech) com-
panies, but they’re our companies,” Trump 
said yesterday ahead of a sure-to-be-tense 
meeting with French President Emmanuel 
Macron in London.

The move is likely to increase trade ten-
sions between the U.S. and Europe. Trump 
said the European Union should “shape up, 
otherwise things are going to get very tough.”

French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire 
said the U.S. tariff threat is “simply unaccep-
table. ... It’s not the behavior we expect from 
the United States toward one of its main 
allies.”

Le Maire said the French tech tax is aimed 
at “establishing tax justice.” France wants 
digital companies to pay their fair share of 
taxes in countries where they make money 
instead of using tax havens, and is pushing 
for an international agreement on the issue.

“If (the world) wants solid tax revenue in 
the 21st century, we have to be able to tax the 
digital economy,” he said. “This French taxa-
tion is not directed at any country, or against 
any company.”

He also noted that France will reimburse 
the tax if the U.S. agrees to the international 
tax plan.

Le Maire said France talked this week with 
the European Commission about EU-wide 
retaliatory measures if Washington follows 
through with the tariffs next month.

EU Commission spokesman Daniel Rosa-
rio said the EU will seek “immediate discus-
sions with the U.S. on how to solve this issue 
amicably.”

The U.S tariffs could double the price 
American consumers pay for French impor-
ts and would come on top of a 25% tax on 
French wine imposed last month over a se-
parate dispute over subsidies to Airbus and 
Boeing.

French cheese producers expressed con-

cern that the threatened new tariffs would 
hit small businesses hardest. It would also 
further squeeze exporters hit by a Russian 
embargo on European foods.

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representati-
ve charges that France’s new digital services 
tax discriminates against U.S. companies.

Le Maire disputes that, saying it targets 
European and Chinese businesses, too. The 
tax imposes a 3% annual levy on French re-
venues of any digital company with yearly 
global sales worth more than 750 million 
euros ($830 million) and French revenue ex-
ceeding 25 million euros.

“What we want is a plan for international 
tax that is on the table” at the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment, Le Maire said. AP
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2nd Macau Ocean culture Festival - 
creative design cOMpetitiOn exhibitiOn 
tiMe: Open 24 hours 
until: December 19, 2019 
venue: Sai Van Lake  
adMissiOn: Free  
FacebOOk: porthistorymacau

the WOrld as Will and idea – cOllective 
exhibitiOn OF eMerging artists FrOM 
Mainland china 
tiMe: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
until: February 23, 2020
venue: Macau Contemporary Art Centre - Navy 
Yard No.1, located at Rua de S. Tiago Da Barra
adMissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

lingua Franca – 2nd annual arts 
exhibitiOn betWeen china and 
pOrtuguese-speaking cOuntries
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Closed on Monday)
until: December 8, 2019 
venue: No. 55-57, Avenida do Coronel Mesquita, 
known as Green Townhouses; Former Municipal 
Cattle Stable 
adMissiOn: Free  
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

FashiOn interactiOn - guangzhOu-hOng 
kOng-Macau-shenzhen creative FashiOn 
exhibitiOn
tiMe: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
until: December 31, 2019 
venue: Macau Fashion Gallery  
adMissiOn: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2835 3341

A second person missing in the punishing Australian Ou-
tback for almost two weeks was rescued yesterday, while 
the search continued for their missing friend.

Northern Territory Police said Phu Tran was found by a 
livestock farmer south of Alice Springs. He was taken to a 
hospital to be treated for exposure.

Superintendent Pauline Vicary said Phu told the farmer 
he had survived after finding some water.

The trio set out from Alice Springs for an afternoon drive 
on Nov. 19 when their car got stuck in a riverbed in the arid 
region.

Tamra McBeath-Riley was found late Sunday near a wa-
terhole where the trio had been staying. She received 
treatment in an Alice Springs hospital for dehydration.

The search continued for Claire Hockridge.
McBeath-Riley told officials that Phu and Hockridge be-

gan trekking toward a highway on Thursday, carrying water 
and walking at night to avoid the desert heat, which came 
close to 40 degrees Celsius in recent days.

McBeath-Riley said she decided to stay at the waterhole 
with a dog that she did not think would survive a walk to the 
Stuart Highway, which connects Australia’s north and sou-
th coasts. They did not know anyone was looking for them.

Vicary said searchers had found one set of footprints.
“It’s quite a diverse terrain. There’s sandy dunes, there’s 

hard clay, there’s areas of dense trees, but there are also 
rocks and ranges in the area,” she said.

Man rescued after 13 nights 
stranded in Outback; One Missing

The US President, George W Bush, has withdrawn a punitive 
tax on imported steel to avoid a damaging trade war between 
the United States and Europe.

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) last month turned 
down a US appeal against its July ruling that the duties, im-
posed in March 2002, are illegal.

Mr Bush justified them by saying foreign steel firms were 
driving US firms out of business with unfair competition and 
government subsidies.

The EU was planning sanctions worth $2.2bn in retaliation 
against the move, but says they will now be dropped.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan, reading a state-
ment on behalf of Mr Bush, said: “These safeguard measures 
have now achieved their purpose and, as a result of changed 
economic circumstances, it is time to lift them.”

US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick said the tariff de-
cision had been made independently of the EU’s threat of 
retaliation.

At no stage did the US administration admit it had acted ille-
gally in breaching WTO rules.

On hearing the tariffs were being dropped, the EU Trade 
Minister Pascal Lamy said: “This is good news for us.... The 
important thing is that this sort of thing should not happen 
again.”

It is believed that pressure from the British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair during Mr Bush’s controversial visit to London last 
month was instrumental in convincing him to lift the tariffs.

The tariffs, which added up to 30% to the cost of a range of 
imported steel products, were originally imposed to satisfy an 
election pledge Mr Bush made to steel bosses and workers.

The US blamed cheap imports for the bankruptcy of 31 
steel firms since 1997, with 20,000 job losses.

But the EU - which had also suffered 22,200 job losses over 
four years at the time - said it had not resorted to such mea-
sures while it was forced to restructure.

President Bush may now face a backlash from those 
workers who said he promised to keep the tariffs in place for 
three years.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 us pulls back frOM
   steel trade war

In context

Offbeat

Further trade wars threaten over the import of genetically 
modified food and crops from the US, despite the fact that 
EU public opinion is strongly opposed to such products.
The US has launched a trade complaint at the WTO, while the 
EU has postponed a decision on whether to allow some GM 
crops to be imported.
In January 2004, China - the world’s top steelmaker and 
user - imposed tariffs of up to 55% on steel imports from five 
countries which it said were hurting its domestic producers, 
to an international outcry.
In August 2004 trade talks in Geneva reached a framework 
agreement on opening up global trade to allow poorer na-
tions better access to world markets. It was hailed as a major 
breakthrough after three years of wrangling over the issue.
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cineteatro
28 Nov - 05 Dec

FROZEN II
rOOM 1
2:15, 4:10, 6:00, 7:50pm
Director: Chris Buck, Jennifer Lee
Starring:  Kristen Bell, Jonathan Groff, Idina Menzel
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 103min

21 BRIDGES
rOOM 1
9:45pm
Director: Brian Kirk
Starring:  Chadwick Boseman, J.K. Simmons, Sienna Miller
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 103min

THE GOOD LIAR
rOOM 2
Director: Bill Condom
Starring:  Hellen Mirrren, Ian Mckellen, Russel Tovey
Language: English
Duration: 99min

KNIVES OUT
rOOM 3
2:30, 5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Rian Johnson
Starring: Daniel Craig, Chris Evans, Toni Collette, Jamie Lee Curtis
Language: English
Duration: 152min

GUILTY BY DESIGN
rOOM 3
5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Siu Kwan Lai, Wing Tai Lau
Starring: Nick Cheung, Kent Cheng, Hans Zhang
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 93min 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- RR stops; 5- Musical drama; 10- Butts; 14- Grease (up); 15- Trimmed; 

16- Director Kazan; 17- Stuck in ___; 18- Unaccompanied; 19- Envelope abbr.; 20- 
Firearm; 22- Fragile; 24- Fishhook line; 25- State of the art; 26- Actress McClurg; 
28- Attics; 32- Posterior; 35- Plaything; 37- Intense fear; 38- Language suffix; 39- 
Animal trap; 41- Chicken -- king; 42- Handily; 45- Fannie ___; 46- Former Fords; 
47- ___ luck!; 48- Prefix with logical; 50- Typewriter tape; 54- Corrodes; 58- Wool-
clippers; 61- Baggage porter; 62- Shredded; 63- Be silent, in music; 65- One of the 
Great Lakes; 66- Like many a thesis defense; 67- Dodge; 68- Dreamcast maker; 69- 
Italian wine region; 70- Some Parliament members; 71- Shipbuilding wood;
 
DOWN: 1- High-fives; 2- Italian city; 3- Mistreat; 4- Colonized; 5- Iridescent gem; 
6- Bud; 7- Destroy by degrees; 8- Extend a subscription; 9- Fred Astaire’s dancing 
sister; 10- Nuclear-fission apparatus; 11- Neighbor of Sask.; 12- Catcher’s glove; 
13- Sensible; 21- Advanced in years; 23- 
Land in water; 25- Noble gas; 27- Teeny; 
29- “Animal House” house; 30- Spilled the 
beans; 31- Ladies of Sp.; 32- Back part 
of the foot; 33- Golfer Aoki; 34- Robin’s 
digs; 36- Sweet potato; 37- Ticked (off); 
40- Drops from the sky; 43- Sharon, e.g.; 
44- Hideaway; 46- Noisiest; 49- Prior to, 
poetically; 51- East Indian pepper plant; 
52- “Hooray!”; 53- Movie award; 55- 
Rocky debris; 56- Coniferous evergreen 
forest; 57- Talk; 58- Classical colonnade; 
59- ___ d’oeuvres; 60- Part of Q.E.D.; 61- 
Numbered rds.; 64- Byrnes of “77 Sunset 
Strip”;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
No matter what kind of  conversation 
you get involved in today, you need 
to make sure that you come off in 
a good light. Your reputation is 
your top concern right now, so it’s 
essential for you to take care of  it.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Eavesdrop much? An overheard 
conversation will likely make 
your blood boil. A preachy type 
of  person thinks they know all 
the answers - but you know 
better. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Keep your agenda hidden 
today, because there are a 
couple of  people around you 
who would try to change your 
mind if  they knew what you 
were really up to!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ll have the graceful balance of  
an Olympic gymnast today, able to 
handle anything that comes your 
way with aplomb. This is a wonderful 
time in your life - you are full of  more 
can-do energy than ever before.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Spend your time with the shy kids 
in the corner. Not to pull them out 
of  their shell - but just to learn by 
example what it’s like to observe 
the world from a distance. Being 
shy has its distinct advantages.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s tempting to just check out when 
a drama begins to unfold between 
your friends or family members, 
but you need to make sure that 
throwing up your hands and saying 
‘forget it’ is the right answer. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Mistakes happen, and assumptions 
are made from time to time - 
there’s no harm in that. You made 
an assumption, and you were not 
correct. But don’t let your honest 
mistakes get you down in the dumps!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You will definitely have to take the 
initiative today if  you want the 
day to go smoothly. The folks in 
charge don’t know as much about 
things as you do, and they could 
use a little help.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Time is of  the essence right now, 
so if  there is a decision that needs 
to be made, don’t waste too much 
time thinking things through. 
And don’t waste too much time 
getting everyone else’s opinions.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, your plans for the near future 
might have to be revised quite a bit 
- a wrench will get thrown into the 
works by someone who holds a lot 
of  power over you. There is little 
you can do other than react.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
This will be a surprising day - it will 
start off smooth and easy, but don’t 
let yourself  get too comfortable! As 
the day moves forward, there will be 
a lot of  noise coming from people 
who are relatively new to the scene. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Without the structure you are used 
to following, the sheer number 
of  your choices risks becoming 
overwhelming. Get advice from 
someone who has been through 
all of  this before.

  Aquarius Pisces
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MILAN Kunde-
ra, the Czech-

-born author of  “The 
Unbearable Lightness 
of  Being” has been 
given back the citi-
zenship of  his home-
land that he lost 40 
years ago.

The Czech ambas-
sador to France, Petr 
Drulak, told Czech 
public television he 
handed Kundera his 

citizenship certificate 
last week in his Paris 
apartment.

It’s a result of  Kun-
dera’s meeting with 
Prime Minister Andrej 
Babis in Paris last year.

Kundera fled Com-
munist Czechoslo-
vakia and has lived 
in France since 1975, 
and it is there that he 
published his most fa-
mous books, including 

“The Book of  Laugh-
ter and Forgetting,” 
“The Art of  the No-
vel” and “Immorta-
lity.” His later works, 
written in French, 
were not translated 
into Czech.

The 90-year-old lives 
in virtual seclusion, 
only travels to his ho-
meland incognito and 
never speaks to repor-
ters.

A South Korean court 
on last week found 

two K-pop stars guilty 
of  illicit sexual relations 
with a woman who was 
unable to resist and sen-
tenced them to up to six 
years in prison.

The Seoul Central 
District Court said sin-
ger-songwriter Jung 
Joon-young received a 
six-year prison term and 
former boy band mem-
ber Choi Jong-hoon a 
five-year term.

The court said in a sta-
tement that they were 
convicted of  committing 
“special quasi-raping,” 
which it said means mul-
tiple people collabora-
ting to have illicit sextual 
intercourse with a person 
who was unconscious or 
unable to resist.

Jung was additionally 
convicted of  filming sex 
videos of  women against 
their will and sharing 
them with friends in a 
group chat.

The two men were also 
ordered to undergo 80 

hours of  sex offender 
treatment programs.

They have one week to 
appeal, according to the 
court.

Their scandals roiled 
South Korea’s entertain-
ment industry earlier this 
year when the investiga-
tion began.

South Korean pop son-
gs, TV dramas and films 
are hugely popular in 
Asia and beyond, but the 
country’s entertainment 

world has in recent years 
suffered a series of  sexual 
scandals that revealed its 
dark side.

Male stars have faced 
allegations of  sexual as-
sault and abuse and re-
ports have been made 
that female entertainers 
and trainees have been 
forced to provide sexual 
services to men in power.

On Sunday, K-pop mu-
sician and actress Goo 
Hara was found dead at 

her home in Seoul. Befo-
re her death, she suffered 
cyberbullying after she 
was engaged in a public 
dispute with her former 
boyfriend, who she said 
threatened to disclose a 
sex video of  her.

Last month, another 
K-pop star, Sulli, was 
discovered dead at her 
home. She had spoken 
against the online ba-
cklash she received over 
her lifestyle.

Author Milan Kundera has 
Czech citizenship restored

Two K-pop stars get prison 
terms for sexual crimes
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Rugby 
Australia 
signs 
Melbourne 
Storm’s 
Vunivalu
MELBOURNE Storm winger Su-

liasi Vunivalu has signed with the 
Queensland Reds and Rugby Australia in 
a code-switch that could re-unite the flyer 
with his former teammate Marika Koroi-
bete in the Wallabies squad in 2021.

Rugby Australia yesterday said Vuni-
valu will link up with the Reds ahead of 
the 2021 Super Rugby season after seeing 
out the remainder of his contract with the 
Storm in the National Rugby League.

He will be returning to rugby after a six-
-year stint in rugby league, where he star-
red for the Storm, and topped the compe-
tition’s try-scoring tally in 2016 and 2017.

RA’s director of rugby Scott Johnson 
said the 24-year-old Fijian-born flyer, 
who will follow in the path of another for-
mer Storm winger Koroibete, was a good 
acquisition for 15-a-side format.

“He is an elite finisher with a lot of big 
game experience for a young man and 
will have an immediate impact for the 
Reds in 2021 and put himself right in the 
frame for higher honors,” Johnson said.

As Vunivalu has lived in Australia since 
2014, he will be eligible to play for the Wal-
labies in 2021 under World Rugby’s resi-
dency rules that go into effect next year. AP

Juventus’ Cristiano Ronaldo (left) with his teammate Miralem Pjanic

FOOTBALL

Ronaldo crowned Italian 
league player of the year
C

RISTIANO Ronaldo 
was named the Ita-
lian league’s player 
of the year yester-

day [Macau time] following 
his debut season at Juventus.

Ronaldo was at the Gran 
Gala del Calcio in Milan to 
collect his prize, instead of 
attending the Ballon d’Or ce-
remony in Paris where he was 
third in the voting for best 
player in the world.

The Juventus forward tur-
ned up about an hour before 
the main award was announ-
ced, arriving more than two 
hours after the other guests, 
and waited outside in the car 
until the moment came for 
him to go on stage to pick up 
the prize for his place in the 
team of the season.

“It’s an honor to hold this 
award,” Ronaldo said in Ita-
lian. “I thank my Juventus 
teammates.”

“I’m very happy to play in 
Italy, it’s a very difficult lea-
gue. Thanks to everyone for 

having voted for me. I want to 
do as well this year, too.”

For the first time at the Ita-
lian ceremony there were also 
awards for female players. 
Roma and Italy forward Ma-
nuela Giugliano won the top 
prize.

All the awards are voted for 
by a mix of footballers, coa-
ches, referees and journalists.

Ronaldo signed for Ju-
ventus from Real Madrid 
in July 2018 and helped the 
Bianconeri to their eighth 
successive Serie A title.

The 34-year-old Ronaldo 
scored 28 goals in all com-
petitions for Juventus, in-
cluding 21 in the league.

Gian Piero Gasperini 
won the award for best coa-

ch after leading Atalanta 
to third place and a Cham-
pions League berth.

Atalanta was the team of 
the season, ahead of Juven-
tus and Italian Cup winner 
Lazio.

“This award I share with 
the whole club, all the 
players, the whole of Ber-
gamo because we did so-
mething really amazing, all 
of us together,” Gasperini 
said.

“We did incredibly last 
season, it was unthinkable, 
including the Italian Cup 
final. It’s because of that 
that we’re getting all these 
awards.”

Gasperini beat former Ju-
ventus coach Massimiliano 
Allegri and Bologna’s Siniša 
Mihajlović.

Brescia’s Sandro Tonali 
won the award for the best 
Serie B player after the 
19-year-old forward hel-
ped to win the second di-
vision title last season. AP
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Iran state TV says ‘rioters’ 
shot and killed amid protests

Iranian state television yesterday acknowledged security forces 
shot and killed what it described as “rioters” in multiple cities amid 
recent protests over the spike in government-set gasoline prices — 
the first time that authorities have offered any sort of accounting 
for the violence they used to put down the demonstrations.

Amnesty International believes the unrest and crackdown that 
followed, beginning in mid-November, killed at least 208 people. 
An Iranian judiciary official disputed the toll as “sheer lies,” wi-

thout offering any evidence to support his position.
Iran shut down internet access amid the unrest, blocking those 

inside the country from sharing their videos and information. It 
also limited the outside world’s insight into the scale of the protests 
and the violence, though online videos have emerged purporting 
to show security forces shooting protesters.

The recent demonstrations over gasoline prices rapidly turned 
violent, faster than previous rallies.

OPINION
Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield 

India NASA said that 
it has found the debris 
from India’s moon 
lander, which crashed 
on the lunar surface in 
September. The U.S. 
space agency released a 
photo showing the site of 
the lander’s impact and 
the debris field, crediting 
an Indian engineer for 
helping locate the site. 
Engineer Shanmuga said 
he examined an earlier 
NASA photo to locate the 
debris.

NATO The U.K. prime 
minister is set to call 
for unity at the NATO 
meeting near London. 
As host of the two-day 
meeting, Boris Johnson 
is expected to reiterate 
the importance of Nato 
staying united, calling 
it “the cornerstone of 
Euro-Atlantic security” 
that helps “keep a 
billion people safe”, his 
spokesman said. 
More on p15

Trump President 
Donald Trump criticized 
Democrats at the 
opening of a NATO 
leaders’ meeting 
yesterday, calling the 
impeachment push by his 
rivals “unpatriotic” and “a 
bad thing for our country.” 
Trump, who commented 
while meeting with NATO 
Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg, has criticized 
Democrats for holding 
an impeachment hearing 
while he is abroad.

US Racial disparities 
have narrowed across 
the U.S. criminal justice 
system over 16 years, 
though blacks are still 
significantly more likely 
to be behind bars than 
whites, new federal 
figures show. Racial 
gaps broadly declined in 
local jails, state prisons, 
and among people on 
probation and parole, 
according to the study 
released yesterday by the 
nonpartisan Council on 
Criminal Justice.
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Beyond Meat
In the 1990’s I used to regularly visit a Buddhist restaurant 

in Wan Chai in Hong Kong with local friends where we feas-
ted on dou fu based cha siu and other fake meats along with 
other vegetarian dishes. The look and flavors were largely 
indistinguishable from “real” cha siu, and even the textures 
and mouth feel were close. The vegetarian restaurant at the 
Buddhist monastery in Taipa is still a favorite of mine.

Unlike one of my sisters who has been a vegetarian for 
30+ years (and whose dogs seem to survive quite happily 
on their vegetarian diets), I am a happy meat-eater but I am 
beginning to recognize the health and other benefits of ha-
ving less meat in my diet. My sister is against slaughtering 
animals and being a medical doctor, she is aware of the sig-
nificant health benefits of a vegetarian diet.

Vegetable based meat and milk substitutes have been 
around for many years, but they were never particularly 
valuable and their health benefits were not widely recogni-
zed, unless you were lactose intolerant or had some other 
specific dietary needs, or ethical qualms. In recent times 
there has been a resurgence in interest in making “meats” 
from vegetables in factories instead of growing and slaugh-
tering animals on farms. For example, since Beyond Meat 
went public in May 2019 its valuation has more than quintu-
pled to over US$8.4 billion. Beyond Meat, Impossible Foods 
and other new technology-based food industry players are 
investing heavily and starting to achieve significant success.

This investment is being spurred by a range of environ-
mental, ethical and health concerns. Raising animals for 
meat, eggs and milk are very resource intensive types of 
agriculture. It is estimated that growing/making/serving 
one kilogram of Beyond Burger generates 3.5kg of CO2, 
consumes 9.7l of water and occupies 2.7m2 of agricultural 
land. The corresponding figures for growing/making/ser-
ving one kilogram of beef are 99.5kg of CO2, 1,451l of water 
and 326m2 of agricultural land – clearly the environmental 
savings are huge! This implies potentially huge long-term 
cost savings as well.

Anybody who has seen (or smelt) a battery chicken farm, 
large scale pig farm or cattle feed lot, or who has visited any 
kind of slaughterhouse can appreciate the ethical concerns 
with raising and “harvesting” animals in modern agricultu-
re. To call a spade a shovel it is cruel and disgusting.

Everybody is also very familiar with the global obesity, 
heart disease and diabetes epidemic which can be largely 
traced to increasing meat consumption and more seden-
tary lifestyles as populations develop and get richer. There 
are many other health benefits to be gained from redu-
cing the proportion of meat in your diet and many youn-
ger people are starting to recognize this and are changing 
their eating habits to become “flexitarians” - a silly word, I 
know, but quite descriptive. For example, demand for meat 
substitutes has grown by 37% in North America and 30% 
in Western Europe in the last year. Also, plant based “milk” 
now accounts for 15% of retail milk sales in America and 
8% of sales in Britain. A significant factor in these products 
gaining mainstream recognition and acceptance is placing 
them alongside their “real” competitors in the meat and 
dairy sections of supermarkets. Seeing them in fast food 
outlets is also important, which is why the new technology 
producers are so keen to work with Burger King, KFC and 
the like.

Interestingly, the research and development efforts to 
create vegetable-based alternatives to meat, milk and eggs 
that have the same taste and nutritional values has just be-
gun and there is considerable room for improvement and 
cost reductions. By contrast, modern conventional animal 
husbandry is quite a mature industry with relatively little 
scope to improve.

The long-term trend and the considerable benefits are 
clear. I am sure that Beyond Meat and the like would be 
very interested in Macau’s disproportionately large retail 
food and beverage industry and huge tourist base and we 
should be contacting them to set up operations in the re-
gion. Alternatively, maybe we could nurture some new local 
competitors?

Greta Thunberg 
arrives by sail in 
Europe for climate talks

BARRY HATTON & 
FRANK JORDANS, 
LISBON

CLIMATE activist Gre-
ta Thunberg arrived 

yesterday by catamaran in 
the port of Lisbon after a 
three-week voyage across 
the Atlantic Ocean from the 
United States.

The Swedish teen sai-
led to the Portuguese ca-
pital before 
heading to 
neighboring 
Spain to at-
tend the U.N. 
Climate Chan-
ge Conference 
taking place in 
Madrid.

Her arrival 
coincided with 
a new scien-
tific report saying there is 
mounting evidence that the 
world is getting ever hotter.

Thunberg hitched a re-
newable-energy ride from 
the United States, joining 
an Australian family on 
their 48-foot yacht.

The white catamaran 
carrying Thunberg sailed 
slowly up the River Tagus 
under blue skies and a stiff 
breeze. Thunberg’s father, 
Svante, was also on the boat 
as it approached the Lisbon 
quayside.

Chile’s Environment 
Minister Carolina Schmi-
dt, saluted Thunberg’s role 
speaking out about the 
threat of climate change.

“She has been a leader 
that has been able to move 

and open hearts for many 
young people and many 
people all over the world,” 
Schmidt said at the summit 
in Madrid.

“We need that tremen-
dous force in order to in-
crease climate action,” she 
said.

Thunberg was due to 
be met in Lisbon by local 
dignitaries and other acti-
vists. Her representatives 

said they could not con-
firm when she would travel 
onward to the Spanish ca-
pital, 600 kilometers to the 
east.

She wanted a low-car-
bon form of transport to 
get to the climate meeting, 
which was switched at 
short notice to Spain from 
Chile due to unrest there.

The yacht, named La Va-
gabonde, leaves little or no 
carbon footprint when its 
sails are up, using solar pa-
nels and hydro-generators 
for electricity.

Meanwhile, a report by 
the U.N. weather agency 
released on the sidelines of 
the climate talks found that 
the current decade is likely 
to set a new 10-year tempe-

rature record.
Preliminary tempera-

ture measurements show 
the years from 2015 to 2019 
and from 2010 to 2019 “are, 
respectively, almost certain 
to be the warmest five-year 
period and decade on re-
cord,” the World Meteoro-
logical Organization said.

“Since the 1980s, each 
successive decade has been 
warmer than the last,” the 

agency said.
While full-year 

figures aren’t re-
leased until next 
March, 2019 is 
also expected to 
be the second or 
third warmest 
year since mea-
surements be-
gan, with 2016 
still holding the 

all-time temperature re-
cord, it said.

This year was hotter 
than average in most parts 
of the world, including the 
Arctic. “In contrast a large 
area of North America has 
been colder than the recent 
average,” the U.N. said.

The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization’s annual 
report, which brings toge-
ther data from numerous 
national weather agencies 
and research organiza-
tions, also highlighted the 
impacts of climate change 
including declining sea ice 
and rising sea levels, which 
reached their highest level 
this year since high-preci-
sion measurements began 
in 1993. AP
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Greta Thunberg onboard the sailboat La Vagabonde sailing toward Lisbon yesterday

Thunberg hitched a 
renewable-energy 

ride from the United 
States, joining an 

Australian family on 
their 48-foot yacht 


