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A diverse collection of 
shorts giving nine young 
local directors the chan-
ce to share their ideas 

about their changing city, Years Of 
Macao is an unmissable contribu-
tion to the commemoration of the 
20th anniversary of the handover. 
Creatively overseen and supervised 
by Tracy Choi, the films span over 

20 years from 1999 to 2019. In the 
words of Mike Goodridge, some are 
broadly comic, most poignant, wis-
tful and reflective. Between them, 
they feature a wide range of loca-
tions and take in events such as the 
2000 Grand Prix crash and the after-
math of the 2017 Typhoon. Highli-
ghts include Emily Chan’s Till The 
End Of The World about a divorcing 

couple walking through the streets 
by night, Maxim Bessmertny’s Dirty 
Laundry about two gweilos trying 
to get rid of an old washing machi-
ne in Coloane, and António Faria / 
Bernardo Rao’s Ina And The Blue 
Tiger Sauna.

The 2019 IFFAM runs from 
December 5 to 10.
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International 
Film Festival & Awards 
Macao

Ten feature films of a variety of topics and origins are in competition for the top 
IFFAM Award 2019. They will be shown in Macau venues – from December 5 to 
10 – as Asian or international premieres. In this first supplement, MDT presents 
the last five competing movies, by alphabetic order.

Love & Liberty is in the air THE COMPETITION - II

GOLDIE
Goldie is a star – well, not quite yet, but at least in 
the eyes of her little sisters Sherrie and Supreme 
she is. The rest of the world is bound to take note 
soon too. 

Her big break surely awaits. She’s just got to pick 
up that golden fur coat she’s had her eye on first. 
And land a role as a dancer in a hip-hop video. 

And keep child welfare services from separating 
her from Sherrie and Supreme, after their mother 
is locked up. Holding onto those dreams isn’t easy 
when fate has placed such daunting obstacles in 
her path.

HOMECOMING
Trying to find solutions for conflicts in her 
marriage, Aida goes on a road trip with her 
husband for homecoming. 

During the trip, they are involved in a fatal road 
accident in which a man – someone’s husband – 
is killed, and they make a detour to his village to 
pay their respects to his widow. 

This unexpected journey forces her to face a 
different future and find answers to the questions 
in her life. It leads to a metamorphosis through 
which she will become a better version of herself.

LYNN + LUCY
Lynn and Lucy are life-long best friends, their 
relationship as intense as any romance. Neither has 
ventured far from where they grew up. 

Lynn, who married her first boyfriend and whose 
daughter is fast growing up, is delighted when the 
charismatic, volatile Lucy has her first baby boy. Lucy 
however does not react to being a mother as Lynn 
expects. 

Soon, they find their friendship is tested by tragedy, 
spinning out into violence and hysteria that engulf the 
whole community.

Director
Producer

Principal Voice Cast:

Scriptwriter
Cinematographer

Editor
Music

Production Companies
Distributor

Adriyanto Dewo
Perlita Desiani
Putri Ayudya, Asmara Abigail, 
Ibnu Jamil, Yoga Pratama
Adriyanto Dewo
Vera Lestafa
Arifin Cu’unk
Lie Indra Perkasa
Relate Films
Lifelike Pictures

Director
Producer

Cast

Scriptwriter
Cinematographer

Editors
Production Company

World Sales

Fyzal Boulifa
Camilla Bray
Roxanne Scrimshaw,  
Nichola Burley
Fyzal Boulifa
Taina Galis
Fyzal Boulifa, Taina Galis
Sixteen Films
Charades

SHOWTIME
Dec 06 Tue        7:30pm        Macao Cultural Centre

SHOWTIME
Dec 09 Fri     7:15pm        Macao Cultural Centre

SHOWTIME
Dec 06 Tue        9:45pm        Macao Cultural Centre

Director
Producers

Cast

Scriptwriter
Cinematographer

Editor
Production Designer

Music
Production Companies

World Sales

Sam de Jong
Luca Borghese,  
Ben Howe
Slick Woods, George Sample III, 
Danny Hoch, Khris Davis, Marsha 
Stephanie Blake, A$ap Ferg
Sam de Jong
Shawn Peters
Robert Grigsby Wilson
Nora Mendis
Nathan Halpern
Fox International Productions, 
Vice Films
Cercamon
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Love & Liberty is in the air THE COMPETITION - II

TWO OF US
Nina and Madeleine, two retired women, are secretly 
deeply in love and have been for decades. From 
everybody’s point of view, including Madeleine’s 
family, they are simply neighbours living on the top 
floor of their building. 

But away from prying eyes, they come and go 
between their two apartments, sharing the tender 
delights of everyday life together. 

Until the day their relationship is turned upside down 
by an unexpected event that will send their lives into a 
tailspin and inadvertently reveal the truth to everyone 
around them.

TWO/ONE
Kaden is a world-class ski jumper in Whistler, 
Canada, unexpectedly presented with the chance 
of reconnecting with his teenage sweetheart. 

Khai is a corporate executive in Shanghai, China, 
faced with the fact that the girl he fantasises 
about on the internet has just started working 
in his office. The two men go about their lives, 
without knowing that they are connected. When 
one sleeps, the other is awake. 

They dream each other. They are, in some strange 
way, the same person. They should never meet, 
but they are destined to do so.

Director
Producers

Cast

Scriptwriters

Cinematographer
Production Designer

Editor
Costumes Designer

Production Companies

Distributor
World Sales

Filippo Meneghetti
Pierre-Emmanuel Fleurantin, 
Laurent Baujard, Donato 
Rotunno, Patrick Quinet, Elise 
Andre, Stéphane Quinet
Barbara Sukowa,  
Léa Drucker, Martine Chevallier
Filippo Meneghetti,  
Malysone Bovorasmy
Aurélien Marra
Laurie Colson
Ronan Tronchot
Magdalena Labuz
Paprika Films, Artemis, 
Tarantula
Tarantula
Doc & Film International

Director
Producer

Cast

Scriptwriters
Cinematographer

Production Designer
Editor

Costumes Designer
Production Companies

Distributor
World Sales

Juan Cabral
Chris Clark
Boyd Holbrook, Maddie Phillips, 
Beau Bridges, Anna Van Hooft, 
Zhu Zhu, Hane Mcgregor,  
Yuki Morita
Juan Cabral
Larry Smith
MIchael Jovanovski
Emiliano Fardaus
Sekyiwa Wi-Afedzi
RedRum Films
Front Row Filmed Entertainment
Protagonist Pictures

SHOWTIME
Dec 07 Wed       9:30pm        Macao Cultural Centre

SHOWTIME
Dec 09 Fri       9:30pm        Macao Cultural Centre

Q   IS THERE A GATHERING 
FOR INDUSTRY DELEGATES?

A Since its inception in 2016, 
Macao Forum has been an event 
where industry delegates gather in 
closed sessions, and to furthermore 
deliberate key issues of the current 
film business in a concluding Forum 
Presentation that is open to all badge 
holders.
Three groups of 4 to 5 industry 
professionals – paired in different 
areas of specialty – spend 40 
minutes discussing their assigned 
topics around a table that’s chaired 
by a table host. Each delegate is 
reassigned to a different group and 
table every 40 minutes while the 
hosts stay put. The sessions occur 
behind closed doors. 

Q WHERE IS THE MAIN 
VENUE FOR IFFAM?

A The Cultural Centre. Founded 
in 1999, it has several venues open 
for Macau audience providing quality 
programmes, such as performances, 
conferences, exhibitions, among other 
projects.
With a total area of 45.000 m², it 
includes a building with an area of 
11.920 m² with 5 floors, including a 
complex with two auditoria.
The complex is composed of two 
venues for performances: The Grand 
Auditorium, with capacity for 1,076 
spectators and the Small Auditorium 
for smaller shows and movies, with 389 
seats. Both halls have simultaneous 
interpretation booths, as well as the 
most sophisticated sound and light 
systems. 
Some sections of IFFAM are shown at 
Macao Tower, Cinematheque Passion 
and The Old Court Building.

Q   WHO IS THE ORGANIZER?

A Macao Government Tourism 
Office. In accordance with Macau 
Special Administrative Region 
Government’s strategy of positioning 
and developing Macau as a World 
Centre of Tourism and Leisure, the 
Tourism Office serves as the public 
entity responsible for implementing, 
analysing and assisting in 
formulating the tourism policies of 
the Macau SAR to enhance Macau’s 
reputation as a quality destination. 
MGTO promotes Macau’s tourism 
products and services not only in 
the leading and emerging tourism 
markets but also evaluates and 
seeks to develop potential markets 
to attract diverse visitor sources for 
Macau.

Q WHAT ARE THE ACTIVITIES 
THIS YEAR?

A  In Conversation with Juliette 
Binoche on Dec 9th and Kim Yong-
Hwa Masterclass on Dec 7th. Kim 
is also the Founder of an acclaimed 
VFX company, Dexter Studios and 
the company has worked on the big 
Asian films such as “The Taking of 
Tiger Mountain”, “The Monkey King”, 
“Kung Fu Yoga” and “Along with the 
Gods” franchise. Juliette Binoche will 
first talk about her career with festival 
director Mike Goodridge and then 
award-winning Chinese director Diao 
Yinan will join her on stage to discuss 
the relationship between actor and 
director. 

IFFAM FAQ
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Since 2016, IFFAM has been 
lauded for shining a light on Asian 
cinema and for its recognition of 
new directors and producers. First 
year’s opening film was Polina, 
directed by Valarie Muller and 
Angelin Prelojocal. It was a story 
of a dancer entering Moscow’s 
prestigious Bolshoi Ballet. The Best 
Film award went to The Winter. 
Best Director was Marco Martins of 
Saint George, starring Nuno Lopes, 
who won Best Actor. Lyndsey 
Marshal in Trespass Against Us was 
Best Actress. 

In 2017, Artistic Director 
Mike Goodridge kicked off the 
festival with the showing of 
Paddington 2. Hunting Season by 
Natalie Garagiola was Best Film. 
International Star of the Year award 
was given to Donnie Yen. Samuel 
Maoz was awarded Best Screenplay 
for the movie Foxtrot. The tennis 
drama Borg / McEnroe was given 
the Macau Audience Award. The 
newly augured 2017 Best Technical 
Contribution went to Benjamin 
Kračun for his work in Custody. 
Best Actor and Actress was given 
to Song Yang and Jessie Buckley 
respectively, while Xavier Legrand 

won Best Director for Custody. The 
Jury Prize went to Wrath of Silence 
and Udo Kierb was awarded the 
Career Achievement Award.

Last year, the festival opened 
with Green Book, a comedy-drama 
film about a journey between 
an Italian-American and a black 
musician in the 1960s America - 
which won the top Oscar this year. 
2018 was when Kwon Man-ki’s 
debut feature Clean Up was named 
Best Film and Argentine director 
Barbara Sarasola-Day’s thriller 
White Blood was awarded The 
Jury Prize.Swedish director Gustav 
Moller won Best Director for The 
Guilty, Jakob Cedergren was 
named Best Actor. Aenne Schwarz 
of Germany’s All Good took home 
the Best Actress award. Mexico’s 
The Good Girls, by Alejandra 
Marquez won the Audience Prize. 
Up the Mountain by Zhang Yang, 
a documentary on an artist’s life 
in remote China, was considered 
Best New Chinese-language film in 
New Chinese Cinema. Finally, the 
President of last year’s IFFAM jury, 
Chinese Director Chen Kaige, took 
the “Spirit of Cinema” Achievement 
Award. 

RETROSPECTIVE
From Polina to Green Book, a true story behind a 
road trip - a track record of famous premieres 

20TH ANNIVERSARY

MACAO SPECIAL 
PRESENTATIONS

YEARS OF MACAU is an anthology film 
comprised of nine short films set in different 
years and locations in Macao over the last 20 
years. The films are made by local directors and 
each features a unique story reflecting the overall 
changes that have happened since 1999. The 
stories share what the directors feel about the 
city using the language of cinema to convey their 
love for the city.

A diverse collection of shorts giving nine young local directors the chance to share 
their ideas about their changing city, Years Of Macao is an unmissable contribution to the 
commemoration of the 20th anniversary of handover. Creatively overseen and supervised 
by Tracy Choi, the films span over 20 years from 1999 to 2019.

SHOWTIME: Dec 07 (Sat), 7:15pm - Macao Tower

SHOWTIME: Dec o6 (Fri), 7:15pm - Macao Tower

SHOWTIME: Dec 08 (Sun), 7:00pm - Macao Tower

SHOWTIME: Dec 07 (Sat), 4:30pm - Macao Tower

SHOWTIME: Dec 08 (Sun), 6:30pm - Macao Tower

INA AND THE BLUE TIGER SAUNA - In the 
wake of the financial crisis in 2008, 19 year-old Ina 
returns to Macao to live with her estranged and 
mysterious father, Mr Loong. Ina feels homesick 
and writes letters to her grandmother, wondering 
if one day she will be able to call Macao her home. 
While Ina spends her days playing violin in an 
orchestra and hanging out with her boyfriend 
Chong, she is unaware that a plot to assassinate 
Mr Loong is being orchestrated by his rivals. When 
he is killed, Ina discovers that her father was the 
owner of one of Macao’s most successful saunas. 

STRINGS OF SORROW - Four string players 
come together to rehearse for a string quartet 
concert, but it’s not a smooth ride as each has 
different backgrounds and motivations and the 
rehearsals are full of conflict. So how can these 
four people achieve the harmony and synergy 
required to create beautiful music? Maybe a 
surprising quirk of fate will help them unite in time 
for the concert.

LET’S SING - Fong who is a hot-tempered high 
school girl, dreams of being a singer, she threatens 
the talented music teacher Cheong Chi Ian to give 
her private lessons. Despite the fact that they agree 
like cats and dogs, there is a chemistry between them. 
However, in a interscholastic singing competition, 
Fong sang a song with foul language, which leads 
to Cheong Chi Ian’s dismissal by the school, she also 
made herself three demerits and was forced to drop 
out. What surprises her is that she became really 
famous due to this incident, she was even invited 
to a big singing competition for challenging the 
professional singers, but only on one condition: she 
must sing the song which made her famous. 

PATIO OF ILLUSION follows a young couple’s 
relationship as they deal with the changes in 
Macau since the handover to China in 1999. The 
film spans over twenty years, beginning with the 
couple’s graduation, to marriage and starting a 
family, all against the backdrop of massive social 
change in Macau. It is a story of hope, love and 
innocence as the couple must cope with the ups 
and downs during this time which includes the 
city’s transformation into a casino capital, the 
SARS epidemic, as well as the financial crisis.


