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IN A RARE MOVE FOR A LAWMAKER, 
SULU SOU HAS PUT FORWARD A BILL 
THAT WOULD REGULATE THE USE OF 

SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGIES

ZHUHAI HAS BIG ASPIRATIONS IN 
EDUCATION, SEEKING TO BECOME 
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ABSENCE OF WOMEN IN EXCO 
NOT A RELIABLE INDICATOR 

OF GENDER INEQUALITY
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Taiwan Prosecutors 
say they have detained 
10 people, including a 
former staff member 
of the China-friendly 
opposition party, and 
are investigating them 
on suspicion of falsifying 
documents to bring 
thousands of mainland 
Chinese to Taiwan, 
possibly including some 
who spied on the self-
ruled island claimed by 
Beijing.

Myanmar Lawyers 
seeking to halt what 
they allege is ongoing 
genocide in Myanmar 
have slammed leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
defense of her country’s 
armed forces, saying 
yesterday that the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner and 
former pro-democracy 
icon chose to ignore 
“unspeakable” crimes 
targeting Muslim 
civilians.

India Supreme Court 
yesterday dismissed 
petitions seeking a 
review of its recent 
ruling in favor of the 
building of a Hindu 
temple on a disputed 
site in northern India 
where a 16th century 
mosque was torn down 
by Hindu hard-liners in 
1992.

New Zealand A team 
of eight New Zealand 
military specialists will 
land on a small volcanic 
island today to attempt 
to retrieve the bodies 
of eight victims of an 
eruption that claimed 
eight other lives. Police 
said yesterday the 
recovery attempt will 
go ahead even though 
scientists believe 
another eruption is 
possible on White Island. 
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Sold by her family as 
a bride to a Chinese 
trafficker, Samiya David 
spent only two months 
in captivity. When she 
returned to Pakistan, the 
once robust woman was 
nearly unrecognizable, 
malnourished, and 
confused. Within just 
a few weeks, she was 
dead.

XI JINPING 
TO COME 
BEARING 

GIFTS

Teenagers spend 
December in 
rehearsals 

for handover 
ceremony
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Teenagers spend December in rehearsals 
ahead of handover ceremony

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

In rare move, Sulu Sou submits own surveillance tech bill
ANTHONY LAM

LAWMAKER Sulu Sou 
has submitted a bill 

to the Legislative Assem-
bly that would restrict 
the government’s use of 
particular surveillance 
technologies. Announced 
yesterday, the proposed 
legislation has been de-
signed to halt works ad-
vancing the introduction 
of facial recognition ca-
pabilities to public sur-
veillance cameras.

Yesterday, Sou said that 
he had received confir-
mation from the Legisla-
tive Assembly President, 
Kou Hoi In, that his bill 
has been received by the 
lawmaking body. The bill 
is now being studied, ac-
cording to Sou.

The young democrat 
said that there is no law 
governing the use of facial 
recognition in public loca-
tions. The lawmaker belie-
ves that the current laws in 
effect do not provide suffi-

cient ground to allow the 
government to introduce 
facial recognition techno-
logies.

As a result, he said that 
the legislature, which he 
stressed was responsible 
for supervising the execu-
tion of laws, has every ri-
ght to call to attention the 
absence of legal grounds 
for facial recognition.

Sou referenced the law 
governing vehicle plate 
number recognition as an 
example, highlighting the 

absence of legal grounds 
for such technology.

As such, without laws 
allowing the government 
to introduce facial recog-
nition, the government is 
committing a breach if it 
insists to do so.

The lawmaker is also 
concerned that law enfor-
cement and other gover-
nment entities have been 
inconsistent regarding 
their discourse on facial 
recognition technology 
over the past year.

Changes have been 
made to the number of 
locations at which the te-
chnology will be tested, 
as well when the tests will 
start. There has also been 
some uncertainty regar-
ding which government 
departments needed to be 
informed and which were 
required to greenlight the 
technology.

Although Sou believes 
that surveillance cameras 
can be effective at both de-
terring and combating cri-

me, he reminds the public 
about the importance of 
a balance between safety 
and privacy. 

There is also the threat 
of lawsuits arising from the 
use of facial technology, 
said Sou, referencing cases 
in the U.S., the U.K. and 
Hangzhou in mainland 
China.

He also emphasized that 
neither he nor his associa-
tion have protested against 
the use of public surveillan-
ce cameras in general. 

DANIEL BEITLER

SCHOOL’S out earlier than 
usual this December for some 

local teenagers, who have been 
asked to step away from the class-
room for a large part of the month 
to rehearse for the upcoming han-
dover ceremony.

The Times has learned that 
teenagers and children belonging 
to school choirs have once again 
been asked to perform in the De-
cember 20 ceremony to mark the 
20th anniversary of the transfer 
of Macau’s sovereignty to Chi-
na. They will perform alongside 
professional groups, such as the 
Macao Orchestra and the Macao 
Chinese Orchestra.

Chinese President Xi Jinping is 
expected to preside over the cele-
brations in what will become his 
first visit to the Macau SAR since 
late 2014.

According to sources the Times 
contacted this week, local organi-
zers are leaving nothing to chance 
concerning the high-profile visit.

Youth choir members have re-
portedly been asked to take time 
off school this month to attend 
ceremony rehearsals held every 
other day since December 2. The 
rehearsals can last over 10 hours 
per day, and students are often re-
quired to stay until 10 p.m.

The Times understands that 
there are three scheduled rehear-
sals to be held in presence of Ma-
cau government officials before 
the big day.

Contacted by the Times, the 
Education and Youth Affairs Bu-
reau (DSEJ) said that it is not 
responsible for the arrangemen-
ts leading up to the handover 
celebration, which “are directly 
coordinated by the organizer 
and the school.” However, the 
bureau welcomed the children’s 
participation in the landmark 
celebration, saying it would be 
“a rare performance platform for 

students” and would contribute 
to their “diverse development.”

“The Education and Youth Af-
fairs Bureau has always attached 
importance to the diverse de-
velopment of students, and wi-
thout affecting learning and rest, 
encourages them to participate 
in different activities and broa-
den their horizons,” the DSEJ 
wrote in an emailed statement. 
“The bureau hopes that students 

will benefit from participating in 
different beneficial physical and 
mental activities.”

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC), the principal organizer of 
the rehearsals, told the Times 
that the complexity of the large-
-scale event requires “a certain 
amount of time to communicate 
and coordinate.”

However, according to some 
ceremony participants, the time 

is not being well spent. The par-
ticipants, who are not authorized 
to speak to the media and have 
been asked not to take photos of 
the preparations, said the busy 
December schedule has been 
wasteful and unorganized.

“The directors are not very 
capable,” commented one you-
th choir member, aged 17. “They 
change [the ceremony choreo-
graphy] every day. They are was-
ting a lot of time.”

“It seems as though the orga-
nizers have no idea what they 
are doing,” said a musician also 
involved in the event. “I was part 
of the 10 year anniversary and 
it was very messy as well, but at 
least it was only two weeks. This 
time it’s three weeks, but they 
initially blocked out a whole 
month. Because they don’t know 
how to do it, they overdo it.”

“Every successful literary and 
artistic activity undergoes a con-
tinuous process of creation and 
polishing to present the best ar-
tistic results,” the IC answered 
in a written statement. “At the 
event, every detail adjustment is 
aimed at the excellence of artis-
tic presentation.”

The IC did not directly res-
pond to the allegations of poor 
organization, but promised to 
“strengthen communication 
and consultation with all par-
ties” and “make appropriate 
deployments and arrangements 
according to the actual condi-
tions.”

In this September 2019 file photo, young people hold up China national flags during an event to celebrate the 70th anniversary 
of the founding of the People’s Republic of China in front of the Ruins of St. Paul’s
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Xi Jinping expected to unveil plans 
to make financial hub out of Macau

Researcher wants city to seek more foreign investment
JEAN A. Berlie, a Hong 

Kong-based researcher 
at The Education Universi-
ty of Hong Kong, launched 
a book yesterday which 
features a chapter on Ma-
cau’s role in the globaliza-
tion of China.

Titled “China’s Globa-
lization and the Belt and 
Road Initiative,” the book 
discusses the importance 
of China’s globalization, as 
well as recalling the past 
500 years of Macau’s his-
tory.  

“[Many] do not know 
the long history of Macau. 
Five hundred years means 
you can develop many 
things,” Berlie told the Ti-
mes on the sidelines of the 
event.

In the book, Berlie re-
marks that the similarities 
between Hong Kong and 
Macau’s political histories 
are not confined to their 
colonial origins. He noted 
that the two regions were 
bridges for cultural disse-
mination, allowing Britain 

and Portugal to penetrate 
the Chinese economy.

“Macau is the first point 
of globalization in the wor-
ld,” said the researcher.

“After Japan had stopped 
selling silver to the Portu-
guese, […] they were obli-
ged to take silver from Me-
xico and Manila to Macau,” 
he said, offering an exam-
ple of the globalization. 

In Berlie’s opinion, the 
SAR must further encou-
rage Portuguese-speaking 
countries to invest in the 

city, saying that, despite 
the American gaming pre-
sence, Macau is still lacking 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI).

“The foreign direct in-
vestment is not coming. 
This is the big problem now 
for Hong Kong and Macau, 
and for Xi Jinping. China 
became the first factory of 
the world because of FDI. 
[…] You need the investors’ 
money,” he said.

As Berlie says in the 
book, as soon the level of 

FDI is raised, the Greater 
Bay Area project will beco-
me comparable to the New 
York Bay. 

Hong Kong and Macau 
are essential regions for at-
tracting FDI from the glo-
bal and lusophone world.

“In Macau, the link with 
lusophone countries has 
always played a historical 
role. As before, the Pearl 
River Delta and now the 
Greater Bay Area have to 
find new strategies to re-
tain rural laborers, both 

within and beyond Guang-
dong,” the book states.

“The Chinese of Hong 
Kong do not fully accept 
the concept of the Greater 
Bay Area associated with 
the Belt & Road Initiative. 
Nevertheless, it is useful 
to note that the Pearl River 
Delta’s central administra-
tive power and industrial 
heart […] is now more clo-
sely associated with Hong 
Kong and Macau with the 
new mega bridge,” the 
book reads. LV

D
URING his visit to 
Macau next week, 
Chinese President Xi 
Jinping is expected 

to announce a raft of new po-
licies aimed at diversifying the 
local economy. Among them, 
Xi is expected to lend his su-
pport to the construction of a 
financial center in Macau. 

As previously reported, the 
plans for a financial center in 
Macau have been designed 
with the aim of reducing the ci-
ty’s dependence on the gaming 
industry. The casino sector has 

been the central pillar of the 
local economy since the han-
dover.

According to Reuters, in an 
interview with several officials 
and corporate executives in 
Macau, these new policies are 
being seen as a reward to the 
Macau SAR for its loyalty to 
the central government. They 
bestow the city with special 
importance while the neighbo-
ring region of Hong Kong still 
grapples with anti-government 
protests that have crippled the 
city for the past six months.

It is expected that the mea-
sures to be announced by Xi 
next week will include the es-
tablishment of a yuan-deno-
minated stock exchange and 
the acceleration of a renminbi 
settlement center that is alrea-
dy in the works, as well as the 
allocation of land for Macau to 
develop in neighboring areas 
of mainland China, the officials 
told Reuters.

While there has been general 
speculation about a ‘handover 
gift’ in recent months, official 
confirmation of one has not 

been forthcoming.
“The financial industry used 

to be an idea that we reserved 
for Hong Kong,” said one Chi-
nese official who wished to re-
main anonymous. “We used to 
give all the favorable policies to 
Hong Kong. But now we want 
to diversify it.”

Xi’s trip to mark the 20th 
anniversary of Macau’s han-
dover comes as the central go-
vernment praises the city for 
upholding the ‘One Country, 
Two Systems” framework that 
governs both SARs.

China has condemned the 
anti-government protests in 
Hong Kong, accusing protes-
ters of undermining national 
stability and Hong Kong’s eco-
nomic performance.

The same sources noted in 
a report that most of the ack-
nowledgment regarding the 
enforcement of the policies 
is related to instructions that 
have been received by state-
-owned banks and enterprises 
to help to establish the infras-
tructure needed in Macau to 
aid financial diversification.

This information has also 
been corroborated by the fact 
that at least two officials who 
helped develop the Shanghai 
stock exchange have recently 
moved to Macau to allegedly 
advance preparations to help 
establish the stock exchange.

Sources among Chinese offi-
cials and bankers in Hong Kong 
say that the idea behind these 
policies is not for Macau to 
replace Hong Kong as a finan-
cial hub, but for China to have 
a contingency plan in case the 
situation in the neighboring re-
gion worsens.

“Xi Jinping has made [it] very 
clear that he wants a diversified 
Macau economy,” said another 
Chinese official, according to 
Reuters. “The future focus will 
be on tourism and finance, to 
make it a center to host inter-
national meetings like Singa-
pore.”

The bourse would focus on 
bond trading first to encourage 
local and mainland companies 
to issue debt in the city, Reu-
ters said. The exchange would 
also focus on startups and tar-
get companies from Portugue-
se-speaking countries to avoid 
direct competition with Hong 
Kong or Shenzhen, it reported.

Xi will also announce Ma-
cau’s decision to join the Bei-
jing-based Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank. Future prio-
rities will include tourism and 
finance, and for Macau to be 
used as venue to host interna-
tional meetings like Singapore, 
an official told Reuters. RM
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GCSG electricity 
supply to Macau has 
increased 24-fold

As of December 1, 2019, China 
Southern Power Grid (CSG) has 
supplied Macau with more than 
50 billion kWh since it began 
serving the territory, according 
to a report by public broadcaster 
TDM. Yesterday, CSG took the 
media on a tour of a bus charging 
station on Zhuhai’s artificial island, 
as the company marked its 35th 
anniversary of supplying electricity 
to Macau. It is expected that in 
2019 alone, CSG will have provided 
an estimated total of 4.95 billion 
kWh to Macau, a 24-fold increase 
since 1999. In 2018, the system 
reliability of CSG’s Zhuhai electricity 
supply was 99.89%, ranking first 
among all cities in mainland China. 
CSG also intends to improve 
the reliability of Macau’s power 
supply during extreme weather 
circumstances.

Taxi management 
systems to cost 
over 10 million 
patacas per year 

The installation and maintenance 
of taxi management systems has 
been outsourced to New Leader 
Tecnologia Informatica (Macau), 
Lda. According to a statement 
released by the Transport Bureau 
(DSAT), the company will install 
GPS, voice and video recording 
devices in all of Macau’s taxis, 
among other things. The local 
government will pay the company 
150 patacas per car every month. 
Previously, the DSAT had said that 
each taxi driver would have to pay 
300 patacas per month to maintain 
the devices. There are nearly 1,900 
taxis in Macau. Together with the 
150 patacas to be paid by the local 
government, the taxi sector and 
the local government will pay over 
10 million patacas per year for the 
devices. 

UM hosts lectures 
to promote Luso-
Afro-Asian dialogue

The University of Macau’s (UM) 
Research Centre for Luso-Asian 
Studies recently organized three 
guest lectures and a public seminar 
under the title ‘Luso-Afro-Asian 
Dialogues’. The four events aim to 
provide an opportunity for students 
of Portuguese studies to learn 
more about the cultural aspects 
of the contact and confluences 
between Portuguese and South 
Asian people, specifically people in 
India (Goa and Diu) and Sri Lanka. 
The events seek to enhance their 
knowledge about ongoing research 
studies on the cross influence 
between Portugal and Asian 
countries in terms of language, 
social models, and art. The two 
guest speakers were Professor 
Pedro Pombo, a researcher in 
anthropology from the University of 
Goa, and Dr Mahesh Radhakrishnan, 
a researcher in linguistics and 
ethnomusicology from the 
University of Sydney. 

THE NEW GOVERNMENT

Women in ExCo not an 
indicator of gender equality 
trends, says scholar
ANTHONY LAM

INCOMING Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng this week announced 

the composition of his advisory 
board, the Executive Council 
(ExCo), which is entirely devoid 
of female members.

Ho chose to retain three of the 
11 members from the previous 
Executive Council assembled by 
incumbent Chief Executive Chui 
Sai On. 

During the mandates of Ma-
cau’s two previous Chief Exe-
cutives, the post of Secretary 
for Administration and Justice 
was held by women; Florinda 
Chan between 1999 and 2014, 
followed by Sonia Chan until 
today. Although there is no legal 
requirement to do so, the pre-
vious Chief Executives opted to 
include the Secretary for Admi-
nistration and Justice on the ad-
visory board. Ho chose to con-
tinue this tradition, but he has 
picked André Cheong for the 
post. Subsequently, along with 
his other choices for the ExCo, 
there are no female advisors for 
the coming term.

Meanwhile, Ao Ieong U, the 
incoming Secretary for Social 

Affairs and Culture, will be the 
only woman among the policy 
secretaries and other most senior 
officials in the SAR. Ao Ieong has 
a background in information te-
chnology and has been working 
under the authority of the admi-
nistration and justice branch. 

Melody Lu, associate profes-
sor of Sociology at the University 
of Macau, has explained that the-
re is an international standard for 
evaluating how gender-balanced 
a government is.

The United Nation’s Gender 
Inequality Index (GII) measures 
three aspects: reproductive heal-
th, empowerment and economic 
status.

“Empowerment is measured 
by the percentage of seats in the 
parliament occupied by women, 
as well as the years of education 
received by males and females,” 
the scholar explained.

Lu says that internationally, 
political representation is a better 
measurement of gendered politi-
cal power and participation, and 
the number of high-ranking fe-
male officials is a good indicator 
of gender equality.

“Firstly, the composition of 
cabinet members may reflect 

the general social expectations of 
gender equality and other diver-
sities,” explained Lu. “Secondly, 
having women in high positions 
means that women are not dis-
criminated [against] in govern-
ment organizations and are gi-
ven the opportunity [for] promo-
tion in the career path.”

However, Lu noted that qua-
lities other than gender are con-
sidered in the appointment of 
senior officials.

“If we only look at those at the 
top, women may be appointed to 
these positions not only because 
they are female,” Lu pointed out. 
There are other qualities requi-
red, she said.

The academic reminded peo-
ple to also look at the middle tiers 
instead. “My view is that rather 
than scrutinizing the percentage 
of women in top positions, it is 
better to look at the percentage of 
females in the middle and upper 
levels in the government or busi-
ness sector to evaluate women’s 
opportunities,” she said, adding 
that it is more important to stu-
dy long-term trends than one-off 
occurrences.

On the other hand, Icy Kam 
Sut Leng, president of the pro-

-democracy group New Macau 
Association, is more focused on 
the overall composition of in-
terests on the advisory board, 
rather than how many women 
there are.

“The upcoming ExCo has 
members from traditional topi-
cal or native associations, which 
means not much has changed in 
the formation,” said the associa-
tion head.

When discussing the lack of 
women in the new ExCo, the de-
mocrat would not draw a line be-
tween that and gender equality. 
“There’s no causal relationship, 
as I can see, between the existen-
ce of female members and the 
improvement or representation 
of women’s rights or interests. 
The Legislative Assembly is a 
clear example,” Kam said.

“Female members still have 
to follow the main direction dee-
med by their respective associa-
tions, which are usually decided 
by a group of male manage-
ment,” the association’s presi-
dent explained.

That being said, “the current 
composition of the ExCo implies 
to me that they didn’t even care to 
act [to include women],” she said.
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People are seen walking along Rua da Felicidade in Macau

Visitor growth expected 
to grind to a halt in 2020
JULIE ZHU

THE local government is not 
seeing any obvious indica-

tions that this year’s significant 
growth in the number of tourists 
will extend into the first half of 
2020. Rather, the 15% year-on-
-year growth registered in the first 
10 months of the year was likely 
due to the one-off impact caused 
by the opening of the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge.

Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) director Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernandes made 
the remarks about the first half of 
next year on the sidelines of yes-
terday’s International Council for 
Small Business. 

Previously, the MGTO head 
had confirmed that Macau was 
expected to receive 40 million vi-
sitors or to close to that figure by 
the end of this year. 

Yesterday, she revised the es-
timate, saying that visitor arri-
vals “probably will not reach 40 
million,” however the total num-
ber would “surely” be greater than 
2018. 

The latest government data 

shows that visitor arrivals num-
bered over 33.4 million in the first 
10 months of the year, a growth of 
15.3% compared to the equivalent 
period last year. The growth was 
led by same-day visitors, which 
increased by 28% to reach 17.66 
million, while overnight visitors 
climbed 3.9% to 15.74 million.

Senna Fernandes attributes 
the strong year-on-year growth in 
visitors to the impact of the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, whi-
ch opened in late October 2018. 
She suggested that the growth in 
the number of tourists to Macau 
had begun to taper off as recently 
as last month. November’s visitor 

arrivals are expected to be released 
later this month.

Yesterday, the tourism official 
said that her office expects visitor 
arrivals for November to decrease 
in year-on-year terms.

According to Senna Fernandes, 
the preliminary data supports this 
conclusion, but the final tally has 

not yet been announced. 
“I believe that in November we 

will see, for the first time, a decrea-
se in visitor arrivals. I also believe 
that we all witnessed a decrease in 
visitors of the Macau Grand Prix 
last month,” said Senna Fernan-
des. 

Hong Kong’s situation is to be 
blamed for the decrease, accor-
ding to the tourism chief. The si-
tuation in Hong Kong has meant 
a decrease in both the number 
of international visitors and tour 
groups from the mainland, the 
largest source market for Macau 
tourism.

As for the upcoming Christmas 
holiday, the MGTO director hopes 
that there will be a large increase 
in visitor arrivals and that the ho-
tel business will perform slightly 
better. Full-year visitor arrival data 
is usually disclosed by the govern-
ment in late January.

Senna Fernandes also highligh-
ted the possibility of tourism pro-
ducts to be jointly developed with 
Zhuhai in future. 

Previously, the Zhuhai govern-
ment announced plans to develop 
tourism products on the east arti-
ficial island of Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau bridge. As of yesterday, the 
Zhuhai government had not re-
vealed any of the plans yet. Senna 
Fernandes said that she hopes that 
the plans will attract more tourists 
to visit the HKZMB artificial island. 
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tender opened 
for Islands 
Hospital Lab
RENATO MARQUES

THE government has an-
nounced the opening 

of the public tender for the 
construction of the main 
laboratory facility of the Is-
lands District Medical Com-
plex. The announcement was 
published Wednesday in the 
Official Gazette.

The tender will be open 
until 5 p.m. of February 12 
next year and the bids will 
be opened the next day (Fe-
bruary 13) at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Infrastructure Development 
Office headquarters.

The tender establishes a 
maximum construction time 
of 820 working days. This is 
subdivided into two interme-
diate construction deadlines 
of 360 days to construct the 
main foundations and base-
ment floors until the ground-
-floor level, and 210 working 
days to complete the building 

structure from the ground-
-floor level to the rooftop.

When completed, the 
main laboratory building will 
have 17 floors and occupy 
a gross floor area of 56,100 
square meters.

According to the most re-
cent government estimates, 
the Islands Hospital cons-
truction is budgeted at over 
MOP10 billion.

The health facility is not 
expected to enter into ope-
ration before 2024, a delay of 
over five years from original 
plans to open the facility this 
year.

Earlier this month, the go-
vernment announced that it 
was looking at implementing 
a new project development 
system aiming to shorten the 
delays in the medical facility’s 
development. The system en-
forces shared responsibilities 
over the project among diffe-
rent public departments. 

Cinematheque offers free 
screenings of Christmas films
CINEMATHEQUE Passion will 

be showing two films free-of-
-charge during Christmas to “warm 
cinema fans’ hearts,” the arthouse 
announced yesterday.

The two films to be shown are 
Frank Capra’s “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
and Billy Wilder’s “The Apartment.” 
They will be shown twice, once on 
December 24 and again on Decem-
ber 25.

“It’s a Wonderful Life” follows the 

story of George Bailey, who finds his 
previously happy life falling apart 
around him on Christmas Eve. He 
considers suicide at the edge of a 
bridge – but Clarence, his guardian 
angel, intervenes and shows Geor-
ge what his beloved hometown of 
Bedford Falls would be like without 
him.

Cinematheque considers the 
film “one of the must-see Christmas 
films of all time.” 

Meanwhile, “The Apartment” te-
lls the story of C.C. Baxter, an office 
clerk who courts favor with the exe-
cutives in his office by giving them 
the key to his small apartment for 
their extramarital affairs.

His callous boss, J.D. Sheldrake, 
is one of them and is having an af-
fair with the elevator operator Bax-
ter likes. Baxter has a war of sense 
and sensibility as the operator tries 
to commit suicide in his condo. AL

End of a chapter. The 
only postal service 

kiosk left in operation, 
located on Rua de Barca, 

will be closed at the 
end of 2019, the Post 

and Telecommunication 
Bureau announced 

yesterday. Miquelina Hoi, 
the co-founder of a local 

Macau souvenir design 
company, described it 
as “a uniquely Macau 

scene.”

ONE SHOT NEWS
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Macau’s Café 
E.S. KIMO to 
attempt HK 
listing

HEDE Holdings, the parent company of 
Café E.S. KIMO, a Macau-based food 

and beverage chain, has applied to be lis-
ted on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange’s 
(HKEx) GEM Board, reported local Chinese 
newspaper Macao Daily News.

HKEx’s GEM Board accommodates 
small and medium-sized enterprises. 

According to the application document, 
the nomination stock price is HKD0.01. 
The food chain operator disclosed in the 
same document that the group’s revenue 
was approximately MOP82 million, MOP86 
million and MOP42 million in 2017, 2018 
and the first half of 2019 respectively.

As for net profit, the group recorded 
around MOP11 million for 2017 and MOP9 
million for 2018. In the first half of 2019, it 
recorded a loss of MOP5.39 million.

The group noted that it is the second 
largest ‘cha chaan teng’ operator in Macau, 
occupying about 8.2% of market share by 
revenue. ‘Cha chaan teng’ is a dining con-
cept originating from Hong Kong that in-
corporates a blend of Chinese and Western 
dining, providing foods with influences 
from both sides.

Apart from E.S. KIMO, Hede Holdings 
also manages two other brands: Lok Kuan 
and Sun Fong Wah (both transliterated 
from Cantonese). AL

IFT President Fanny Vong

HIGHER EDUCATION

IFT signs curriculum, training 
agreement with Tencent
JULIE ZHU

THE Macao Institute for 
Tourism Studies (IFT) 

is collaborating with Ten-
cent to enrich the school’s 
curriculum, jointly explore 
projects and train talented 
human resources for the 
Greater Bay Area.

On the sidelines of yes-
terday’s agreement signing 
ceremony, IFT President 
Fanny Vong explained the 
agreement to the media.

According to Vong, throu-
gh this collaboration, the 
IFT plans to revamp parts 
of its curriculum to better 
reflect the new technologies 
used in the field of tourism. 

Tencent will also provide 
suitable datasets or suita-
ble big data to IFT for the 
institute’s research into the 
tourism carrying capacity 
of Macau, consumer beha-
viors and other topics. With 
this data, the IFT is aiming 
to make better recommen-
dations to the Macau go-

vernment about its tourism 
capacity.

The data will contribute 
to research by the IFT that 
can be better applied in the 
real world and improve the 
IFT’s forecasting and seg-

mentation of the profile of 
visitors to Macau. 

The mainland tech com-
pany will also help the IFT 
deliver training programs 
regarding smart tourism. 
“These days, tourism is not 

a hands-on activities any-
more,” Vong said at the sig-
ning ceremony.

This summer, the IFT 
sent a group of students to 
participate in an internship 
with Tencent. Vong said 
that the internship was hi-
ghly valuable to IFT studen-
ts. The IFT President hopes 
the institution can catch up 
with global trends in the 
use of digital methods for 
marketing and communi-
cation in the tourism in-
dustry. 

Earlier this week, the IFT 
unveiled its role in the de-
velopment of a new project 
in Hengqin under the colla-
boration with the Hengqin 
New Area Administration 
Committee. 

The project will offer 
training programs to peo-
ple in the Greater Bay Area. 
In addition, the IFT is also 
partnering with other orga-
nizations to enhance tou-
rism education in the Grea-
ter Bay Area.
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Hong Kong dollar jumps into 
strong half of its trading band

HONG KONG 

Property stocks battered by protests look cheap
ELENA POPINA

MONTHS of protests 
and a struggling local 

economy have hammered 
Hong Kong’s property sto-
cks. Analysts are starting to 
see a silver lining in valua-
tions.

A measure of developer 
shares in the world’s most 
expensive real estate market 
has tumbled more than 20% 
from a high in April. That 
slide has them trading at 11 
times estimated earnings for 
the next 12 months, which is 
near a record low hit in Oc-
tober.

Brokerages are already 
finding reasons for opti-

mism. On Tuesday, Daiwa 
Capital Markets reiterated 
its buy rating on Swire Pro-
perties Ltd.’s shares, saying 
their 33% slide from June to 
November had more to do 
with fund flows than with 
the firm’s fundamentals. Ci-

tigroup Inc. said in October 
that steps the Hong Kong 
government announced to 
help first-time home buyers 
could drive an earlier-than-
-expected recovery in hou-
sing prices.

All but two of the 13 sto-

cks on the MSCI Hong Kong 
property gauge rebounded 
yesterday.

“Valuations are cheap,” 
said Daniel So, a strategist 
at CMB International Se-
curities Ltd. “Right now, the 
stocks are not investors’ 
first choice. One of the key 
factors is the unrest. When 
it comes to an end, and the 
economy returns to grow-
th, investors will jump right 
back in.”

Protests that started in 
early June against a bill 
allowing extraditions to 
the mainland continue, 
challenging China’s hold on 
the former British colony. 
The unrest has helped drive 

the city’s economy into a re-
cession, causing pain across 
the retail, tourism and hos-
pitality industries. Hong 
Kong’s equity benchmark, 
also pummeled by the Chi-
na-U.S. trade dispute, has 
slid 12% in the past eight 
months.

Last month, home prices 
in the city actually rose in 
consecutive weeks, accor-
ding to a widely followed 
index compiled by Centa-
line Property Agency Ltd. 
Later in November, Hong 
Kong’s government fetched 
a record $5 billion for a par-
cel of land in a tender won 
by Sun Hung Kai Properties 
Ltd., marking at least a par-

tial vote of confidence in the 
real estate market.

To be sure, equity in-
vestors have reason to be 
nervous. Last weekend, the 
city saw its biggest protest 
in months, and on Monday 
police defused bombs at 
school, providing a remin-
der of the potential for esca-
lation of violence. Also, Hong 
Kong’s GDP is predicted to 
contract 4.4% year-on-year 
in the first quarter of 2020 
and by 3.2% in the second, 
according to forecasts com-
piled by Bloomberg.

Still, the fundamentals 
of the city’s property com-
panies are proving resilient. 
The gross margins of deve-
lopers climbed to 45% in the 
third quarter, the highest 
in Bloomberg-compiled 
data going back to 2016. 
BLOOMBERG

HONG Kong’s dollar climbed 
into the strong half of its tra-

ding band against the greenback 
for the first time since July, boos-
ted by elevated borrowing costs in 
the city.

The currency climbed as much 
as 0.13% to 7.7982 per dollar yes-
terday, crossing the 7.8 threshold. 
Local interbank rates have stayed 
high since November, outstri-
pping the income a trader can 
expect on U.S. dollars. That’s un-
dermined the so-called carry tra-
de, where traders sell Hong Kong 
dollars and buy greenbacks, whi-
ch had been profitable for years. 
Equities in the city also rose.

The Hong Kong dollar’s stren-
gth is also coinciding with year-
-end regulatory checks on banks 
that typically sees higher demand 
for cash. That may lock up funds, 
tighten liquidity and stoke local 
rates into the final days of 2019. 

The Federal Reserve on Wednes-
day left interest rates unchanged 
and signaled it would stay on hold 
through 2020, limiting the room 
for Hong Kong rates to fall even 
after the seasonal factors are out 
of the way.

“A softer dollar, better yield dif-

ferential, perhaps some easing off 
on the outflows may have contri-
buted to the sharp move that we’ve 
seen,” said Khoon Goh, head of 
Asia research at Australia & New 
Zealand Banking Group Ltd. “After 
the Fed policy decision overnight, 
the dollar is staying softer.”

The Hong Kong Monetary Au-
thority said yesterday that foreign 
exchange and money markets 
continue to operate smoothly and 
that the exchange rate remains 
stable.

One-month interbank funding 
costs for the currency, known 
as Hibor, have been higher than 
comparable rates on the greenba-
ck for 24 straight sessions - the 
longest stretch in four years. 
That means investors who had 
profited by borrowing the Hong 
Kong dollar cheaply and selling it 
against higher-yielding currencies 
since 2017 now may have to shift 
their strategy.

The Hong Kong dollar Hibor 
climbed above the greenback’s 
funding costs, known as Libor, 
last month, and has remained ele-
vated. The premium briefly rea-
ched the highest since the 1990s. 
That came as large share sales in 

the city drained liquidity and six 
months of political unrest stoked 
concern about capital outflows.

Before mid-2019, Hibor had 
been lower than Libor for most 
of the past few years. The short 
Hong Kong dollar trade became 
so popular that the currency was 
repeatedly pushed to the weak 
end of its trading band against the 
greenback, prompting the local 
de facto central bank to intervene.

The Hong Kong dollar will 
likely return to the weak half of 
the band as year-end effects fade, 
said Eddie Cheung, an emerging 
markets strategist at Credit Agri-
cole CIB.

“That’s because we currently 
don’t have major drivers for 
strong inflows, the city’s economy 
will face significant pressures in 
the first half and the medium to 
long-term prospects on the trade 
war aren’t great,” he said.

The Hong Kong dollar pared 
its gain to 7.8020 as of 10:46 a.m. 
local time. The benchmark Hang 
Seng Index added 1.4% and was 
set for the highest close since Nov. 
19. BLOOMBERG
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Macau’s neighbor aspires 
to be a model for education

Top HK-Macau 
affairs official 
calls for defence 
against foreign 
intervention
ZHANG Xiaoming, director of the Hong Kong and 

Macau Affairs Office of the State Council, said 
that Macau and Hong Kong must defend against ex-
ternal forces from interfering in the two SARs’ affairs. 

Yesterday, the People’s Daily published an article 
penned by Zhang about the ‘One Country, Two Sys-
tems’ policy. In the article, Zhang advanced that the 
two SARs must prevent foreign forces from carrying 
out activities of division, subversion, penetration and 
destruction in the regions. 

“We must go head-to-head, establish a sound an-
ti-intervention coordination mechanism with the 
governments of the SARs and we must not allow ex-
ternal forces to do whatever they want in Hong Kong 
and Macau,” Zhang wrote. 

Zhang wants the people and governments of the 
two SARs to respect the historical changes following 
the respective handovers of Macau and Hong Kong.

Zhang wrote about his concerns concerning Ma-
cau’s ability to solve its economic problems, particu-
larly in relation to the gaming industry. He suggested 
that Macau’s economic diversification efforts have 
proven ineffective. 

In light of Macau and Hong Kong’s economic 
structures, market spaces, and geographies, the two 
SARs alone cannot resolve these deeply-rooted con-
tradictions and problems, which affect social stabili-
ty and long-term development, according to Zhang. 

These difficulties require the public to change their 
mindsets and “break the myths of mainlandization,” 
he wrote, in reference to the fear held by many peo-
ple that the SARs are becoming increasingly similar 
to mainland China. Instead, the public must learn to 
use the vast mainland market and mainland’s strong 
development to solve the SARs’ problems. 

Zhang specifically commended Macau’s accom-
plishments in abiding by Article 23 of the Basic Law, 
and establishing the national security and national 
anthem laws. According to Zhang, Macau’s “next 
step is to formulate and modify relevant supporting 
legislation.” 

Commenting on the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ 
policy, Zhang wants Macau and Hong Kong people 
to respect mainland China’s ‘Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics’, including the political system whose 
core is under the leadership of the Communist Party 
of China. JZ

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE neighboring 
city of Zhuhai aims 
to be an example 
and a role model 

in the fields of education 
and training for the entire 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macau Greater Bay Area, 
said the director of the 
Zhuhai Education Bureau, 
Lin Rituan.

Lin spoke at the Forum 
of the School Principals of 
Zhuhai and Macau, which 
took place at the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ) yesterday morning.

“Currently, the city of 
Zhuhai is focused on the 
improvement of the quali-
ty of education to become 
a model in education in the 
Greater Bay Area,” Lin said. 
“We hope to realize a good 
outcome from our opera-
tions, talks and exchange ac-
tivities.”

The event also included 
the signing of a cooperation 
agreement on exchanges be-
tween several schools in Ma-
cau and Zhuhai, in the pre-
sence of around 120 school 
principals from both sides of 
the border. Lin noted that it 
was a moment that marked 
“the start of a new chapter 
on educational collabora-
tion” between both cities.

Lin referenced Chine-
se philosopher Confucius, 
saying that exchanges be-
tween both sides of the bor-
der could help to find solu-
tions “for mutual problems 
we have in our schools” and 
“learn from one another to 
compensate our own weak-
nesses,” remarking that this 
was the main goal of Chi-

na’s century-long education 
master plan.

The director of the Zhuhai 
Education Bureau empha-
sized the fact that aside 
from being close neighbors, 
Zhuhai and Macau also sha-
re a profound friendship 
and excellent relations whi-
ch have contributed to the 
success of the twin-schools 
program.

“The number of partici-
pating schools in twinning 
projects has been growing 
rapidly. Just in 2019, there 
was a growth of 10 schools, 
which means that this year 
there have already been 14 
schools that have signed this 
agreement, with some of 
them having decided to do 
so by their own initiative,” 
Lin recalled. “Through ex-
change, we can learn more 

and better from one another, 
establishing a profound and 
long-lasting friendship. We 
need to have closer coope-
ration in the improvement of 
education and training.”

Without specifically ad-
dressing which topics had 
been discussed, DSEJ direc-
tor Lou Pak Sang noted that 
several matters related to the 
development of education 
between the regions were 
discussed during the Forum. 
Lou noted that this opportu-
nity for exchange between 
the school principals of Ma-
cau and Zhuhai aimed to en-
force new policies and mea-
sures to benefit successive 
generations on both sides.

The DSEJ director said 
that although each school 
has its own characteristics 
and there is no fixed recipe 

for success in education, the 
exchange and sharing of ex-
periences and ideas can be 
beneficial to everyone.

According to informa-
tion provided by the DSEJ, 
the main topic at the forum 
was “education integration” 
within the Greater Bay Area, 
with the purpose of studying 
the development of non-ter-
tiary education between Ma-
cau and Zhuhai to reinforce 
educational policies and 
school management stra-
tegies that promote school 
harmony.

There were education 
specialists, scholars and 
school principals at the fo-
rum who shared their ex-
periences and opinions 
on education, training and 
talent development in the 
Greater Bay Area.

Macau’s Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Alexis Tam (right, standing), presides over a signing 
ceremony for a Zhuhai-Macau educational cooperation and exchange agreement at the Forum of the School 

Principals of Zhuhai and Macau event yesterday
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Melco’s 2,000-strong volunteer team join ‘Walk for a Million’

More than 2,000 staff from 
Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment and their families vo-
lunteered to take part in the 
annual charity event, “Walk for 
a Million”.

Singer Terry Lin to perform at The Venetian Macao next month
show, as well as dazzling 
lighting and stage effects.

Lin became famous 
at the age of 25 with 
the song “Confession,” 
followed by several bes-
t-selling albums and nu-
merous hit singles, inclu-
ding “What Does It Matter 
If I Win The World,” ”Your 
Face,” “Departing One,” 
“Bachelor’s Love Song,” 
“Mona Lisa’s Tear” and “I 
Surrender.” He was also a 
finalist on a hit mainland 
reality TV show in 2013 
and again in 2017.

Macau fashion brand and SME 
established in 2003. The uni-
forms were also made locally 
to support the city’s garment 
industry through the “Made in 
Macau” project. 

Last year’s Melco “Walk for 
a Million” volunteer uniforms 
were created by young Macau 
fashion designer Ella Lei, win-
ner of the company’s “Dare to 
Dream” competition. 

This year, Melco donated 
600,000 patacas to Readers 
of Macao Daily News Charity 
Fund to further support the or-
ganization’s charitable efforts.

One of Asia’s best-k-
nown singers, Terry Lin, 
will deliver musical hi-
ghlights from his 30-year 
career when he appears 
at The Venetian Macao’s 
Cotai Arena on January 
11, 2020. Tickets for 
“Terry Lin ONEtake2.0 
World Tour Live in Ma-
cao” went on sale yes-
terday.

As well as great singing 
and superb songs, Lin has 
promised his fans exclu-
sive surprises during the 
highly anticipated Macau 

As part of the company’s 
enduring drive to support lo-
cal small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), this year’s 
“Walk for a Million” uniform was 
designed by Chavin, a local 

Robinhood 
launches cash 
management 
service
ROBINHOOD Markets Inc. has finally laun-

ched its take on a bank account, albeit a very 
different version of the service it once hoped to of-
fer. On Wednesday, the online brokerage firm rol-
led out Cash Management to a subset of users. The 
product will sweep the money customers don’t 
currently have in stocks into a separate account 
with 1.8% interest.

The introduction comes after a debacle for 
the company last year, when Robinhood, known 
for popularizing free stock trading, announced a 
product called Checking & Savings that drew swift 
backlash. The startup has spent much of the past 
12 months retooling how it would offer cash ma-
nagement services and making sure that this time, 
it wouldn’t raise any red flags with industry watch-
dogs or regulators.

The product is part of a larger effort at Robi-
nhood to broaden its business model. “Our entire 
business was built knowing we weren’t going to 
be charging trading commissions,” said Co-Chief 
Executive Officer Vlad Tenev. “We’ll still have exis-
ting revenue streams, and in addition we’ll add 
revenue from interchange on debit card transac-
tions. As we launch even more products cove-
ring even more needs of customers, that revenue 
stream will continue to diversify.”

Cash Management will offer bank-like servi-
ces—including debit cards and Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. coverage on deposits— through 
a partnership with an existing bank, unlike Che-
cking & Savings, which did not have such a part-
nership. The product represents a scaling back of 
banking ambitions for the startup, which had ori-
ginally planned to become a bank itself. But last 
month, the company withdrew its application for 
a national banking charter. Being granted such a 
license would have allowed the company to offer 
checking accounts, debit cards and similar servi-
ces on its own. No fintech startup has so far suc-
cessfully won a charter.

The debut of Cash Management comes after 
several other financial technology startups have 
rolled out their own banking services, leading to 
an increasingly crowded field. Betterment LLC 
and Wealthfront Corp. also have their own ver-
sions of cash management services, as do more 
traditional competitors like Charles Schwab Corp. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

Nintendo Switch sales 
in China could reach 
4 million by March
PAVEL ALPEYEV

ONLY a few days after 
Nintendo Co.’s Swit-

ch made its long-anticipa-
ted entry into China, one 
analyst is making a bullish 
case for Mario and Zelda’s 
prospects in the world’s big-
gest gaming arena.

Nintendo could sell as 
many as four million Switch 
units in China in the fiscal 
year ending March and 12 
million units of software, 
London-based tech equity 
researcher Pelham Smithers 
wrote in a note to clients. 
That could add as much as 
23 billion yen ($212 million) 
to the Kyoto-based com-
pany’s full-year operating 
profit, Smithers said.

Nintendo and its local 
partner Tencent Holdings 
Ltd. began selling the Swit-
ch console in China on Dec. 
10, a move that has excited 
Nintendo investors hopeful 
of tapping a new market. 
But the optimism has been 
tampered by the historically 
lackluster performance of 
Sony Corp.’s PlayStation and 
Microsoft Corp.’s Xbox con-
soles, which have had seve-
ral years to crack the market 
where smartphones are the 
dominant gaming platform. 
Video game giants are also 
hampered by Beijing’s in-
sistence on vetting all ga-
mes, which limits the library 
available to fans and slows 
new releases. At launch, the 
Switch only had one state-
-approved game to play.

“While the history of the 
game console in China is 
not a happy one, lack of suc-
cess is not necessarily down 
to lack of interest on the part 

of the consumer,” Smithers 
wrote in the report. “After 
all: if China’s consumers 
didn’t play console video 
games, the authorities wou-
ldn’t have bothered banning 
them in the first place.”

Nintendo’s signature de-
vice is selling for 2,099 yuan 
($298), about the same as 
elsewhere around the wor-
ld. Mario Kart 8 Deluxe, 
Mario Odyssey and Super 
Mario Bros. U Deluxe have 
been green-lit by the go-
vernment. Nintendo is also 
preparing to introduce the 
Switch Lite - a cheaper ver-
sion of the console intended 
to boost the device’s mains-
tream appeal - to China at 
a future date, development 
partner Tencent said in a so-
cial media post last week.

Sales of the Switch might 
have topped 50,000 units 
on launch day, according 
to market researcher Niko 
Partners, which gathers 
data from online retailers. 

Some 20,000 units were 
sold via JD.com and another 
10,000 through TMall, it said 
in a report. Niko Partners 
forecasts the sales will reach 
100,000 units by the end of 
the year, far below the 1 to 
2 million estimated by Smi-
thers.

This isn’t Nintendo’s first 
attempt to crack the market. 
Official console sales in Chi-
na remain a fraction of the 
overall gaming arena, as re-
gion locks and delayed har-
dware releases push gamers 
toward imported options. 
Nintendo confronted simi-
lar challenges in attempts 
to enter China dating back 
to 2003. It tried to sell, via a 
joint venture, its Game Boy 
Advance, Nintendo 3DS 
and a peculiar China-on-
ly portable console called 
iQue Player. Rampant pi-
racy and slow game laun-
ches made those products 
unappealing.

Elsewhere, Nintendo’s 

Switch retains its popularity 
three years after its launch, 
in an industry where con-
soles are often revamped 
every half-decade or so. The 
company has so far stuck 
with a conservative outlook 
for 18 million Switch uni-
ts this fiscal year. Smithers 
thinks full-year sales outsi-
de of China could range be-
tween 20 and 21 million.

The company’s shares 
have climbed more than 
50% this year on the antici-
pation of the Switch’s China 
debut, the release of a smar-
tphone edition of the Mario 
Kart franchise and the lau-
nch of the cheaper Switch 
Lite. Nintendo is likely to 
revise upwards its full-year 
earnings forecasts when it 
reports results in January, 
which could tempt some 
investors to sell and lock in 
gains, Smithers wrote.

“Even if it doesn’t, this 
quarter’s figures should im-
press,” he said. BLOOMBERG
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Luxury travel retailer DFS Group showcases ‘Masters of Time’ exhibition

Luxury travel retailer DFS 
Group (DFS) is holding their 
11th world-leading ‘Masters of 
Time’ exhibition for two months, 
in partnership with Shoppes at 
Four Seasons in Macau. 

This year’s exhibition features 
a specially curated collection 
that highlights six different time 
periods - the 19th century, the 
1920s, the 1960s, the 2000s, 
Today and Tomorrow. 

According to a statement is-
sued by the group, the collec-
tion will be officially unveiled 
to DFS’ most loyal customers 

during weekends in December 
and January at T Galleria by DFS, 
Macau, Shoppes at Four Sea-
sons.

The collection will remain on 
view and on sale to the public 
until February 2020. 

Created by DFS in 2008, the 
annual event brings together 
different brands from the world 
of watchmaking, their ambassa-
dors, and enthusiasts and col-
lectors.

The epochs highlighted in the 
exhibition will introduce one-of-
-a-kind pieces.

This year’s ‘Masters of Time’ 
collection will present an exclu-
sive selection of watches and 
jewelry, with each piece chosen 
by DFS’ merchant teams after 
over a year of searching.

‘Masters of Time’ showcases 
more than 120 rare watches and 
20 pieces of fine jewelry from 
over 25 world-famous brands, 
including Blancpain, Bulgari, Car-
tier, Franck Muller, Hublot, Ja-
quet Droz and Zenith, as well as 
a compilation of limited-edition 
and world debut pieces in Asia. 

“As the leading curator of one 

of the largest compilations of 
exclusive, limited edition and 
world debut pieces in Asia, this 
year marks yet another pinnacle 
of DFS’ collaborative efforts with 
the world’s leading brands in 
haute horlogerie,” said Matthew 
Green, DFS Group Senior Vice 
President Watches and Jewelry.

“We are proud to showcase 
this peerless portfolio of time-
pieces and jewelry that promi-
ses to delight seasoned collec-
tors and first-time buyers alike,” 
he said, according to a company 
statement.

China was biggest jailer of 
journalists in 2019, group says
BLAKE SCHMIDT

C
HINA surpassed Turkey 
to become the biggest 
jailer of journalists in the 
world this year, accor-

ding to a press watchdog group, as 
Chinese President Xi Jinping steps 
up efforts to control the media

China was holding at least 48 
journalists for reasons related to 
their work, one more than in 2018, 
the Committee to Protect Journa-
lists said in a report. The group’s 
database shows seven of those 
were arrested this year, including 
Australian writer Yang Hengjun, 
and that China has “tightened its 
iron grip on the press.”

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying told 
a news briefing Wednesday that 

she couldn’t confirm the number 
of detained journalists, but said 
that “no one is above the law,” 
whether they are reporters or civil 
servants.

Turkey’s jailing of 47 journa-
lists put it second on the group’s 
list. Protests in the Middle 
East also led to a rise in the 
number of journalists being 
locked up in that region, 
particularly in Saudi Ara-
bia and Egypt. The CPJ said 
that 98% of jailed journa-
lists around the world were 
“locals covering their own 
country,” and that politics, human 
rights and corruption coverage 
was most likely to get reporters in 
trouble.

At least 250 journalists were in-
carcerated for their work around 

the world this year, down slightly 
from 255 last year, according to the 
committee’s annual global survey. 
After China, Turkey, Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt, the biggest jailers are 
Eritrea, Vietnam and Iran.

‘FALSE NEWS’
The number of journalis-

ts charged with reporting “false 
news” rose to 30 from 28 last year, 
with Egypt leading the way under 
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi. 

That was compared to one jour-
nalist jailed for the charge of fake 
news in 2012, when press freedom 
group started tracking the trend. 
Countries including Russia and 
Singapore have enacted laws cri-
minalizing the publication of “fake 

news” in the past year, ac-
cording to the report.

It was the first time in four 
years that Turkey wasn’t the 
world’s top journalist-jailer, 
although the reduction in 
the number of prisoners un-
der President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan doesn’t signal an 

improved situation for the press, 
the group said.

In China, the world’s most po-
pulous country, the report cited 
the recent case of Sophia Huang 
Xueqin, a freelancer who had been 

an investigative journalist for Chi-
nese media. She was detained in 
October after writing about mar-
ching with pro-democracy pro-
testers in Hong Kong on her blog.

The charges against her include 
“picking quarrels and provoking 
trouble,” a common allegation 
against critics of the ruling Com-
munist Party, the report said.

Dozens more have been arres-
ted in relation to a crackdown in 
China’s western region of Xin-
jiang, including Ilham Tohti, ac-
cording to the committee. Tohti 
is an economist serving a life sen-
tence on separatism charges, and 
was awarded the Sakharov Prize 
for Freedom of Thought by the 
European Parliament earlier this 
year.

Hua, the foreign ministry 
spokeswoman, didn’t address the 
condition of local reporters in her 
response to questions about the 
report.

“You said 48 journalists were de-
tained? I wonder if you were talking 
about Chinese or foreign journalis-
ts?” she said. “Nearly 600 foreign 
journalists are leading a happy life 
here in China.” BLOOMBERG

 ‘No one is above 
the law,’ whether 

they are reporters 
or civil servants
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Kelly Craft, current U.S. Ambassador to Canada

North Korea may return to 
launching ICBMs, US envoy Warns

CITIZENSHIP LAW

Protesters defy curfew in Indian state to vent anger at bill
WASBIR HUSSAIN, 
GAUHATI

POLICE arrested dozens 
of people and enfor-

ced a curfew yesteday in 
several districts in India’s 
northeastern Assam state 
where thousands protested 
legislation that would grant 
citizenship to non-Muslims 
who migrated from nei-
ghboring countries. 

Protesters defied the 
curfew in Gauhati, the state 
capital, yesterday morning 
and burned tires before 
police dispersed them. Sol-
diers drove and marched 
though the streets to rein-
force police in violence-hit 
districts, which included 
Gauhati and Dibrugarh, 
said state police chief 
Bhaskar Mahanta.

The protesters in Assam 
oppose the legislation out 
of concern that migrants 
will move to the border re-
gion and dilute the culture 
and political sway of those 
who already live there. The 
legislation was passed by 
Parliament on Wednesday 
and now needs to be signed 
by the country’s ceremonial 
president, a formality, befo-

re becoming law.
Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi appealed for peace 
and in a tweet said: “I want 
to assure them — no one 
can take away your rights, 
unique identity and beau-
tiful culture. It will continue 
to flourish and grow.” 

Protesters uprooted tele-
phone poles, burned seve-
ral buses and other vehicles 
and also attacked homes of 
officials from the governing 
Hindu nationalist party and 
the regional group Assam 
Gana Parishad, the Press 
Trust of India news agency 
said.

While those protesting 

in Assam are opposed to 
the bill because of worries 
it will allow more migrants 
regardless of their religion, 
others consider the measu-
re as discriminatory for not 
applying to Muslims.

The Citizenship Amend-
ment Bill seeks to grant 
Indian nationality to Bud-
dhists, Christians, Hindus, 
Jains, Parsis and Sikhs who 
fled Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Bangladesh because of 
religious persecution befo-
re 2015. It does not, howe-
ver, extend to Rohingya 
Muslim refugees who fled 
persecution in Myanmar.

Home Minister Amit 

Shah rejected criticism 
the legislation was anti-
-Muslim, saying it did not 
affect the existing path to 
citizenship available to all 
communities.

Human rights watch-
dog Amnesty India said it 
legitimized discrimination 
on the basis of religion and 
stood in clear violation of 
India’s Constitution and 
international human rights 
law.

“Welcoming asylum 
seekers is a positive step, 
but in a secular country like 
India, slamming the door 
on persecuted Muslims 
and other communities 

merely for their faith reeks 
of fear-mongering and bi-
gotry,” the group said in a 
statement. 

Several opposition 
lawmakers who debated 
the bill in Parliament said 
it would be challenged in 
court. 

The bill’s passage follows 
a contentious citizenship 
registry exercise in Assam 
intended to identify legal 
residents and weed out tho-
se in the country illegally. 
Shah has pledged to roll it 
out nationwide, promising 
to rid India of “infiltrators.”

Nearly 2 million people 
in Assam were excluded 
from the list — about half 
Hindus and the other half 
Muslims — and have been 
asked to prove their citi-
zenship or else be rendered 
stateless. 

India is constructing a 
detention center for some 
of the tens of thousands the 
courts are expected to ulti-
mately determine came to 
the country illegally. 

But for many Hindus 
who were left off Assam’s 
citizenship list, the bill cou-
ld provide protection and a 
fast track to naturalization. 

In curfew-bound Gauha-
ti, police escorted a team of 
Japanese security officials 
to their hotel to prepare for 
a likely visit of Japanese Pri-
me Minister Shinzo Abe on 
Sunday for a summit with 
Modi. 

Abe’s visit has yet to be 
officially announced by In-
dia and media reports sug-
gest the summit may shift 
from Gauhati to another 
city because of ongoing 
protests. 

Assam, one of the Indian 
states where foreign jour-
nalists require permission 
to visit, was likely chosen 
as a venue for Abe’s visit be-
cause it is home to several 
Japanese government-ai-
ded projects. 

India’s External Affairs 
Ministry spokesman Ra-
veesh Kumar said he had 
no update on Abe’s visit.

Kumar also said that 
Bangladesh Foreign Minis-
ter A.K. Abdul Momen had 
cancelled his three-day visit 
to India. Kumar said Ban-
gladesh informed India that 
the visit was put off due to 
domestic issues and com-
memoration of its national 
day. AP

DAVID WAINER

THE U.S. sees “deeply trou-
bling indications” that North 

Korea is poised for a major pro-
vocation, UN Ambassador Kelly 
Craft warned, as Kim Jong Un’s 
year-end deadline for conces-
sions approaches.

“In practical terms, this would 
mean that the DPRK could laun-
ch space vehicles using long-ran-
ge ballistic missile technology, or 
that they could even test-launch 
intercontinental ballistic missi-
les, which are designed to atta-
ck the continental United Sta-
tes with nuclear weapons,” Craft 
told the United Nations Security 
Council on Wednesday, referring 
to North Korea’s formal name.

Kim’s regime has repeatedly 
threatened to take a “new path” 
in nuclear talks unless President 
Donald Trump makes it a more 
favorable offer by the end of the 
year. Russia and China have cal-
led for a partial easing of U.S. 
sanctions. Without backing off 
from the U.S. insistence that Nor-
th Korea commit to total denu-

clearization first, Craft sounded a 
note of conciliation.

“We remain ready to take ac-
tions in parallel, and to simul-
taneously take concrete steps 
toward this agreement,” Craft 

said. “We are prepared to be fle-
xible in how we approach this 
matter. And we recognize the 
need for a balanced agreement 
that addresses the concerns of all 
parties.”

North Korea’s foreign minis-
try issued a statement yesterday 
lashing out at U.S. Secretary of 
State Michael Pompeo and his 
calls for sanctions enforcement 
against it.

“The U.S.’s stance where they 
are allowed to launch interconti-
nental ballistic missiles at any gi-
ven time, and we are not allowed 
to conduct any weapons tests 
that all other nations conduct, 
shows U.S.’s thief-like intentions 
to disarm us completely,” the mi-
nistry said, according the state-
-run Korean Central News Agen-
cy. “Whatever the U.S. decides, 
we are ready to take countermea-
sures to it.”

Russian envoy Vasily Neben-
zya told Security Council mem-
bers Wednesday that diplomacy 
should be a give-and-take, and 
that “it’s impossible to get some-
thing when you can’t offer some-
thing in return.”

Reversing some sanctions 
“may encourage the parties” to 
“go forward in the right direction 
and it may also create a more 
favorable environment,” Chine-

se Ambassador Zhang Jun told 
reporters after the meeting. “No 
matter what we do, it should be 
conducive to reducing tension, 
to promoting dialogue, and thus 
prevent from falling back into 
confrontation,” Zhang said, ac-
cording to the official Xinhua 
News Agency.

Trump has held back from res-
ponding for months as North Ko-
rea carried out short-range mis-
sile tests, some in violation of the 
UN resolutions. But he also has 
revived his “Rocket Man” nickna-
me for Kim and boasted that “we 
have the most powerful military 
we’ve ever had” and if necessary 
“we’ll use it.”

A return to intercontinental 
ballistic missile launches or nu-
clear tests could send U.S.-Nor-
th Korea ties back to where they 
were in 2017, when tensions be-
tween the historic enemies sur-
ged and analysts worried about 
a military conflict. It would also 
undermine what Trump consi-
ders one of his key foreign policy 
achievements as he faces impea-
chment proceedings and heads 
into an election year.

While emphasizing that the 
U.S. hopes to keep diplomacy 
alive, Craft warned that “if events 
prove otherwise, we, this Security 
Council, must all be prepared to 
act accordingly.” BLOOMBERG
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Crisis is rocking Latin America. 
Peru’s leader has a plan to escape it

JOHN QUIGLEY

R
OADBLOCKS of mud, 
sticks and steel wire bar 
the entrance to villages li-
ning the northern side of 

the Rio Tambo, a sign of revolt in 
the fertile valley cultivated since 
Inca times.

For almost a decade, the farmers 
of this green strip wedged between 
the Andes mountains and the Pa-
cific Ocean have resisted the cons-
truction of a copper mine they say 
will pollute the water course and 
destroy their livelihoods. Now they 
feel betrayed by Peru’s president 
after his government gave final 
approval to Southern Copper Cor-
p.’s Tia Maria project.

“We can’t allow it,” said coun-
cilwoman Zulema Quispe, who 
was navigating the barricades on 
the back of a motorcycle. Fields til-
led for centuries will be tainted for 
future generations by the mine to 
be located just half a mile away, she 
said. “The president is giving prio-
rity to a multinational company 
and we won’t accept it.”

To the outside, Peru looks like an 
island of calm in the sea of unrest 
sweeping South America. But the 
anger of farmers in the southern re-
gion of Arequipa shows the country 
isn’t immune to the kind of malaise 
beyond its borders—and that Pre-
sident Martin Vizcarra holds the 
key. 

Vizcarra is engaged in a high- 
stakes experiment to harness 
public outrage over rampant cor-

ruption and blow up the establish-
ment, while trying to keep Peru’s 
mining-dependent economy on 
track. His signature decision to 
dismiss the opposition-controlled 
Congress this fall has won him allies 
and emboldened his detractors at 
a time when protests have rocked 
neighboring Bolivia and Chile to 
the east and south, and Ecuador 
and Colombia in the north. 

Vizcarra, whose government 
just lost a third cabinet minister 
in two months, acknowledges the 
threat of turbulence in Peru, but 
says dissolving parliament has hel-
ped ease “enormous” political ten-
sions. Elections for its replacement 
on Jan. 26 will offer a first indication 
whether he’s correct.

“There’s a dead calm after the 
dissolution of Congress,” said 
Mercedes Araoz, who resigned as 
vice president to protest Vizcarra’s 
decision. “But people are going 
to start presenting their demands 
to a government that has no clear 
agenda.” Without better relations 
between mining companies, com-
munities and the government, so-
cial conflict will probably increase, 
she said.

Vizcarra, 56, took an unconven-
tional path to power. An engineer 
who ran a family construction firm 
in the south for almost two decades 
before entering politics, he is a rela-
tive outsider in Lima. On his arrival, 
he shunned the capital’s elites and 
surrounded himself with a small 
circle of confidants, appointing 
allies from his native Moquegua re-

gion to cabinet posts.
His political career was born 

out of street protests in Moquegua 
in 2008 when, as head of the local 
engineers’ institute, he led negotia-
tions for a bigger share of mining 
royalties from Southern Copper. 
Two years later, he won the race for 
regional governor, and brokered 
talks to end community protests 
against Anglo American Plc’s plans 
to build a major copper mine.

His chance came in 2016 when 
he was elected vice president on 
Pedro Pablo Kuczynski’s ticket. 
Kuczynski quit less than two years 
later after becoming embroiled in 
the “Carwash” bribery probe cen-
tered on Brazilian construction 
giant Odebrecht SA, which ensna-
red three other Peruvian presiden-
ts. Vizcarra was first in line to repla-
ce him.

As president, he introduced 
reforms to clean up the judiciary 
and political parties, but faced with 
resistance in Congress, ultimately 
dissolved the body. It was a con-
troversial move that signaled his 
determination to take on the coun-
try’s elites. Peru’s Confiep business 
federation criticized the decision.

For Araoz, it was a distraction 
“by the superficial, frivolous part 
of politics” that underscored the 
Vizcarra administration’s failure to 
meet “the promise of delivering be-
tter social welfare” and revving up 
economic growth.

Yet it won overwhelming pu-
blic backing. Congress was dee-
ply unpopular and the president’s 

approval rating soared to 80% after 
he dismissed it on Sept. 30. His ra-
tings remain high as he pushes an 
anti-corruption reformist program.

Next month’s elections are still 
hard to call. A poll by the Institute of 
Peruvian Studies last month found 
about 5% support for the Popular 
Force of Keiko Fujimori—daugh-
ter of disgraced former president, 
Alberto Fujimori, and a vocal 
opponent of Vizcarra—with 9% for 
center-left Popular Action and 5% 
for the centrist Purple Party, both 
more receptive to the president. 
But after several tumultuous years, 
the majority (61%) said they plan-
ned to cast a protest vote or hadn’t 
decided. 

While Vizcarra doesn’t have a 
political party of his own and isn’t 
backing any candidates, some may 
throw their support behind his pro-
gram regardless. But they may also 
seek to probe his shuttering of par-
liament. The Constitutional Court 
will set the tone when it rules on 
the decision’s legality, possibly in 
coming weeks. 

Peru’s political history has been 
marked by military coups, wars and 
corrupt leaders since its indepen-
dence from Spain almost two cen-
turies ago, leaving profound scars 
on society to this day. Like many of 
its South American neighbors, it fa-
ces a kind of internal reckoning.

“Peru is a country with a weak 
state, extreme inequality and weak 
institutions,” said Steven Levitsky, a 
professor of government at Harvard 
University who has written widely 

on Peruvian democracy. “So there’s 
always a risk of protests and a risk 
the government falls.”

On the verge of economic ca-
tastrophe 30 years ago, the coun-
try was opened to free trade and 
investment and fiscal prudence 
embraced. It went on to post the 
fastest average growth and lowest 
inflation among major Latin Ame-
rican economies for two decades. 
But while average incomes have 
more than tripled, the health, edu-
cation and transportation systems 
are failing and crime and corrup-
tion have proliferated. 

Peru is notorious for social con-
flict; barely a week passes without 
some demonstration against a mi-
ning company, a government poli-
cy or incomplete public works. So 
frequent are conflicts that an om-
budsman tracks them monthly. 

Some business leaders regard 
Vizcarra as making things worse by 
flip-flopping, caving to protesters 
and backtracking when faced with 
opposition on issues from mining 
to oil. His government upheld the 
Tia Maria mine permit but said 
a watchdog will review the pro-
ject’s environmental study, and 
that community opposition needs 
to ease before construction can 
start.

“We need to have predictabi-
lity and the security that legal fra-
meworks are going to be respec-
ted to carry out long-term invest-
ments,” said Maria Isabel Leon, 
Confiep chairwoman.

Corruption investigations have 
paralyzed major infrastructure 
investment, while political turbu-
lence has hurt business sentiment. 
Whereas Kuczynski, a Wall Street 
veteran, galvanized business lea-
ders, investors are unclear where 
his successor really stands.

“I don’t get the impression this 
government wholeheartedly belie-
ves in the private sector,” said Ro-
que Benavides, chairman of Com-
pania de Minas Buenaventura SAA, 
which has stakes in the country’s 
biggest copper and gold mines.

Vizcarra’s government is 
working with the private sector to 
develop the economy, his cabinet 
chief, Vicente Zeballos, said in an 
emailed response to questions, ad-
ding that the president is liked and 
respected by the majority of Peru-
vians. Economic growth is poised 
to accelerate next year, and the pre-
sident is moving to win over voters. 
Days after Chile’s streets exploded 
in protest in mid-October, he an-
nounced a package of measures 
including an increase to the mini-
mum wage and boosting access to 
cheaper medicine. 

Vizcarra justifies shaking up 
the system on the grounds that 
“if things aren’t working, you have 
to change them.” He recently said 
his mantra to cabinet members is: 
“We’re not here to leave things as 
they are.” 

Still, a question mark lingers 
over how long he can continue his 
balancing act, particularly since 
mining remains the main driver of 
the economy.  BLOOMBERG
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Wealthy German family gives 
millions to Holocaust survivors
DAVID RISING, BERLIN

O
NE of Germany’s ri-
chest families, which 
owns Krispy Kreme 
Doughnuts, Pret A 

Manger and other international 
brands, is giving millions to su-
pport Holocaust survivors as it 
seeks to atone for its use of forced 
laborers during the Nazi era and 
its enthusiastic support of Adolf 
Hitler, The Associated Press has 
learned.

In addition to 5 million euros 
($5.5 million) being given to the 
Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany to help 
thousands of elderly survivors 
around the world, the Reimann 
family’s JAB Investors company 
plans to announce yesterday that 
it will provide another 5 million 
euros to find and support forced 
laborers used by its predecessor 
under the Nazis. An additional 
25 million euros will be provided 
annually to Holocaust education 
and promoting democratic values 
to fight the rise of populist natio-
nalism.

The family established the Al-

fred Landecker Foundation in Ber-
lin to oversee the efforts, named 
after a German Jew who was killed 
by the Nazis and — remarkably — 
whose grandchildren have a com-
bined 45% stake in JAB.

“To confront this was quite an 
emotional wake-up call for the 
family,” David Kamenetzky, board 
chairman of both the foundation 
and JAB Investors, said in a tele-
phone interview from Washing-
ton ahead of the announcement.

The 5 million euros dedicated 
to the Claims Conference’s exis-
ting emergency assistance pro-

gram will be distributed through 
some 200 welfare agencies over 
the next three years, said Greg 
Schneider, executive vice presi-
dent of the conference.

“It will have a huge impact on 
the lives of the poorest Holocaust 
survivors around the world,” Sch-
neider told the AP in a telephone 
interview from New York.

This year some 10,500 survi-
vors, average age 83, were helped 
through short-term financial cri-
ses by the program in 34 coun-
tries. The additional funding will 
allow for increased payments, or 

some 3,000 more survivors to re-
ceive assistance, with the Claims 
Conference and partner agencies 
taking on the administrative costs 
themselves.

The announcement comes af-
ter the Reimann family earlier this 
year released initial details from a 
report it had commissioned on its 
own Nazi past.

Luxembourg-based JAB, worth 
some 20 billion euros, grew out of 
Benckiser, an industrial chemicals 
company run by Albert Reimann 
Sr. and Albert Reimann Jr., Nazi 
party members who died in 1954 
and 1984 respectively.

Today, in addition to Krispy 
Kreme Doughnuts and Pret a 
Manger, the conglomerate has 
controlling stakes in the Dr. Pe-
pper Snapple Group, Keurig 
Green Mountain, Peet’s Coffee & 
Tea, Caribou Coffee Co., Panera 
Bread and other companies.

Immediately after World War 
II, Reimann Sr. and Jr. were inves-
tigated by the occupying Allied 
powers and initially banned by 
the French from continuing their 
business activities. The judgment 
was then overturned by the Ame-

ricans.
Neither talked about the Nazi 

era, according to the family, but 
after coming across documents 
they had kept, the younger ge-
neration began to ask questions 
and commissioned a University 
of Munich historian in 2014 to 
examine the family’s past more 
thoroughly.

He uncovered documents in 
Germany, France and the U.S. 
that revealed Albert Reimann Sr. 
and Albert Reimann Jr. used Rus-
sian civilians and French POWs 
as forced laborers, and were early 
supporters of the Nazi party, in-
cluding donating to the parami-
litary SS even before Hitler came 
to power.

Researchers have so far identi-
fied 838 people who were forced 
to work for Benckiser during the 
war, Kamenetzky said. None were 
Jewish or were sent to Benckiser 
as slave laborers from concentra-
tion camps.

Efforts are underway to locate 
those who might still be alive, not 
only to offer financial assistance 
but also to ask them to talk about 
their experiences, he said.

“We have a commitment to 
look into the history,” Kamenet-
zky said.

That history also includes Al-
fred Landecker, a Jewish German 
World War I veteran who was 
killed by the Nazis, likely either 
in the Sobibor or Belzec death 
camp. AP
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Barrels of raw pork shoulder were riding fat in a tractor 
trailer pulled over by North Carolina deputies. 

Approximately $3 million in cash was recovered from the 
barrels Saturday, the Cleveland County Sheriff’s Office 
said in a Facebook post this week. The driver of the tractor 
trailer was accused of failing to maintain his lane and impe-
ding the flow of traffic on Interstate 85.

Deputies became suspicious of the truck when a K-9 
alerted to the trailer, the post says. Deputies searched the 
tractor trailer and discovered the cash wrapped in plastic 
in the barrels.

The money is believed to have been obtained from drug 
sales throughout the region and was headed to Mexico, 
Sheriff Alan Norman said.

“It’s one of the largest U.S. currency seizures in Cleveland 
County history,” Norman told  The Shelby Star.

The Department of Justice has been called to assist in 
the investigation, according to the sheriff’s office.

Oink Oink, cha-ching: $3 milliOn 
fOund in barrels Of pOrk

Poland’s military rulers have declared a state of emer-
gency after imposing martial law and placing leaders of 
the Solidarity trade union under arrest.

The country is effectively sealed off from the outside 
world with the military insisting the action is necessary to 
prevent the country from descending into civil war.

Borders with East Germany, the Soviet Union and Cze-
choslovakia have been closed and air space over Poland 
has been shut.

It is aimed at curbing the growing influence of the inde-
pendent trade union Solidarity who reacted to the measu-
res by calling a national strike.

Prime Minister General Wojciech Jaruzelski announced 
the crackdown on Solidarity on national television.

He warned Poles the country could no longer function 
under current tensions but pledged no blood would be 
spilt.

“We have been patient but now our patience has run 
out,” he said.

The army was immediately dispatched to the streets in 
a massive show of military strength imposing strict cen-
sorship and a curfew.

The newly formed Military Council for National Salvation 
is instructed to shoot anyone breaking the new laws.

Soldiers are patrolling Warsaw in armed personnel car-
riers with automatic weapons.

Those on foot are patrolling the streets with riot shields 
and truncheons.

In the sparse reports leaking out of Poland it is unders-
tood some angry crowds have formed in Warsaw jeering 
and shouting “Gestapo” at soldiers.

Solidarity party offices have been raided and its leaders 
arrested except for Lech Walesa.

He has avoided detention by agreeing to negotiations 
with the government.

Demonstrations in Austria, staged mainly by Polish re-
fugees seeking asylum there, have erupted against the 
action in Poland.

The Pope has called for an end to the strife and said no 
more blood should be shed in his homeland.

Courtesy BBC News

1981 military crackdOwn
   On pOlish peOple

In context

Offbeat

Martial law was not lifted until 1983 and in that year Lech 
Walesa won the Nobel Peace Prize.
In 1989, with the economy close to collapse, General Jaru-
zelski convened talks and allowed free elections open to 
Solidarity candidates.
Communists were swept from power and Lech Walesa be-
came president of Poland.
He turned Poland into a market economy virtually over-
night and his reforms, while controversial, were generally 
successful, sparking rapid growth and major foreign invest-
ment.
In 1995 Mr Walesa lost his re-election bid.
But the legacy of his vision meant by 2000 Poland enjoyed 
full membership in Nato and joined the European Union in 
2004.
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cineteatro
12 - 17 Dec

JUMANJI, THE NEXT LEVEL
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Jake Kasdan
Starring:  Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Kevin Hart, Karen Gillian
Language: English
Duration: 123min

BRING ME HOME
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Kim Seung-Woo
Starring:  Lee Young-Ae, You Checa-Myung, Park Hac-Jun
Language: Korean (Chinese/English)
Duration: 99min

LAST CHRISTMAS
room 2
9:30
Director: Paul Feig
Starring:  Emilia Clarke, Henry Golding, Michelle Yeoh
Language: English
Duration: 103min

THE WHISTLEBLOWER
room 3
2:30, 5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Xue Xiaolu
Starring: Tang Wei, Lei Jiayin
Language: Putonghua (Chinese/English)
Duration: 99min

FROZEN II
room 3
7:30pm
Director: Chris Buck, Jennifer Lee
Starring:  Kristen Bell, Jonathan Groff, Idina Menzel
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 103min

General Wojciech Jaruzelski
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1-Gator’s kin; 5- Prickly plants; 10- It’s a wrap; 14- Dynamic beginning; 

15- City in Nebraska; 16- Word of regret; 17- Blueprint detail; 18- Energize; 19- 
Comedian Carvey; 20- Plastic surgeon’s target; 22- Grimy; 23- Facial features 
lacked by snakes; 24- Some TV’s; 26- Green-lights; 29- Drugstore; 33- Old 
Testament prophet; 34- Strangle; 35- Nemesis; 36- Waterless; 37- Occupation; 
38- 1972 Kentucky Derby winner ___ Ridge; 39- Far out!; 40- Obliterate; 41- More 
peeved; 42- Electrify; 44- Severe; 45- Like custard; 46- Cheerio!; 48- Madrid 
museum; 51- Invariable; 55- Broadcasts; 56- Bias; 58- Prefix with logical; 59- Cad; 
60- Conical native American tent; 61- Windmill blade; 62- Sicilian mount; 63- 
Pitchers; 64- Looked over;
 
DOWN: 1- Carry’s partner; 2- Seized vehicle; 3- Twistable cookie; 4- Off center; 
5- Hue; 6- Not quite right; 7- Spelunking site; 8- Definite article; 9- Author Fleming; 
10- Extreme cruelty; 11- Chemical used on 
trees; 12- Tirade; 13- Look here, old chap!; 
21- Astronaut’s insignia; 22- Challenge; 24- 
___ Island; 25- Birthday treat; 26- Chicago 
hub; 27- Sacred text of Islam; 28- Out of 
the way; 29- New moon, e.g.; 30- Belching 
flames; 31- Lid; 32- Hanker; 34- Insane; 
37- Math course; 38- Occurring in regular 
succession; 40- Frozen waffle brand; 41- 
Grounded fleet; 43- It had a part in the 
Bible; 46- Printer refill; 47- Chips in chips; 
48- Trim; 49- Prison uprising; 50- Give ___ 
for one’s money; 51- Cod, Good Hope, or 
Canaveral, e.g.; 52- An apple ___...; 53- 
Branta sandvicensis; 54- Nailed obliquely; 
56- Sault ___ Marie; 57- Actor Ayres

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
In the rat race that is your life, 
you cannot keep looking over 
your shoulder to see who’s 
gaining on you. Trust that you 
are a superstar in comparison to 
others.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Fast thinking on your part could 
make all the difference today, 
so keep looking at things from 
different angles and prepare a 
few suggestions just in case you 
are asked for your input today.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
 Organization is key for surviving 
the details that will shower down 
on you today. Dates, names, 
budgets, and itineraries require 
your full attention right now, so 
prepare to get it together!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You will be given a wonderful 
chance to move beyond some of  
your old habits today, but take 
note—it will not be handed to you 
on a silver platter. You are going to 
have to work for it just a little bit.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Someone is starting a new phase 
of  their life today, and you will 
be especially tuned into it. The 
purpose of  your allegiance with 
this person is not completely clear, 
but you will serve as a witness.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Today, stay loose and relaxed on the 
inside—and composed and formal 
on the outside. The first impression 
you make is going to be key, and 
you will want to err on the side of  
ambition.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Some big walls are coming down 
today—and this collapse will 
reveal several wonderful new 
truths. What you used to think 
were major problems aren’t really 
problems at all.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
If  this day has a hectic and 
adventurous beginning, today 
could end up being a massive 
turning point for you. It all 
depends on who you are around 
today.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If  you are working on getting 
more romance in your life, one 
of  the hardest tasks is to come up 
with the laundry lists of  likes and 
dislikes that are so prevalent in 
first date conversation.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
In a delicate negotiation today, 
there may be an unexpected 
sticking point that involves some 
humorous issues. Let your sense 
of  humor guide the discussion to 
your own favor.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  you’re looking to inject some 
more action into your social life, 
you need to put out more energy 
and make more connections. Try 
to be more outgoing than you 
usually are.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If  it’s at all possible today, avoid 
driving or operating any heavy 
machinery. If  this sounds like a 
prescription label to you, then 
just think of  it as a prescription 
for your day.

  Aquarius Pisces
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REALITY TV star and 
businesswoman Kim 

Kardashian West  is suing 
an Alabama doctor over 
claims he wrongly used her 
image to promote a medical 
procedure called a “Vampi-
re Facial.”

West filed suit this week 
in Los Angeles against Dr. 
Charles Runels of  coastal 
Fairhope, Alabama. The 
suit claims Runels misused 
West’s image in promotio-
nal materials after she pos-
ted a photo of  herself  on 
social media showing the re-
sults of  a “Vampire Facial.” 

West, a reality TV star and 
successful businesswoman 
who has a number of  beau-
ty and lifestyle enterprises 
and millions of  followers on 
social media,  asked a fede-
ral judge to bar Runels from 
using her name or photo 
and to make him and any 
other doctors who benefited 
pay her profits. 

Runels, 59, said in a tele-
phone interview Wednes-
day that West wrongly used 
his trademarked name for a 
medical procedure to pro-
mote herself. He called the 
lawsuit “disappointing.”

“We’re trying to do good 
medicine. The last thing we 
want to do is spend millions 
of  dollars arguing with a 
celebrity,” he said.

The cosmetic procedure 
involves drawing a pa-
tient’s blood, spinning it 
in a centrifuge and then 
injecting small amoun-
ts under the skin using 
multiple, small needles, 
Runels’ website says, and 
blood also is applied topi-

cally on the skin.
Runels, who said he de-

veloped the procedure 
and got a trademark for 
the “Vampire” name, said 
about 2,300 physicians in 
50 countries are licensed 
to perform the procedure. 
West underwent the pro-
cedure from an associated 
doctor in Miami in 2013 
before posting a photo of  
herself  online with blood 
on her face, he said.

IN partnership with UNI-
CEF Goodwill Ambassa-

dor and Crocs Global Brand 
Ambassador Priyanka Cho-
pra Jonas, Crocs recently do-
nated 25,000 pairs of  Classic 
Clogs to underserved school 
children in Belize through 
UNICEF. This is the first of  
two donations to be made to 
this region through this part-
nership. A total of  50,000 
pairs will ultimately be dona-
ted over the next year. 

Recently, Crocs announced 
award-winning actor, activist, 
and entrepreneur Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas would serve as 
a global brand ambassador 

for its 2020 “Come As You 
Are” marketing campaign. A 
special element of  the part-
nership is this collaboration 
to jointly support UNICEF.

“At Crocs, we believe being 
comfortable in your own 
shoes is a first step to acces-
sing quality education,” said 
Heidi Cooley, Vice President 
of  Global Marketing, Cro-
cs. “With this donation, we 
hope to deliver shoes to more 
than half  of  the student po-
pulation attending primary 
and secondary school classes 
in Belize, while reducing the 
financial burden for their fa-
milies.”

“As a global ambassador 
for UNICEF, I’m dedicated 
to connecting organizations 
that together can have a 
large and positive impact 
on children around the wor-
ld,” said Priyanka Chopra 
Jonas. “Working with Cro-
cs to distribute more than 
50,000 pairs of  their Classic 
Clogs will have a tremen-
dous impact on school-age 
children in Belize, reducing 
barriers to education, and 
easing social and peer-rela-
ted stressors that come with 
not having basic everyday 
resources that many take for 
granted.”

Kim Kardashian West sues 
doctor over ‘Vampire Facial’

Priyanka Chopra Jonas and 
Crocs to Donate 50,000 Pairs 
of Classic Clogs to UNICEF
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FOOTBALL

Atalanta, Atlético complete 
Champions League lineup

Russian boxers to boycott Olympics if sanctions not lifted
RUSSIAN boxers will 

only take part in the 
Tokyo Olympics if doping 
sanctions forcing them to 
compete as neutral athletes 
are overturned, the gene-
ral secretary of the Russian 
Boxing Federation told The 
Associated Press.

Umar Kremlev said he 
has spoken with the Olym-
pic boxing team and they 
“unanimously” rejected the 
conditions laid out by the 
World Anti-Doping Agency 
as punishment for manipu-
lating doping data.

The WADA sanctions, 
announced yhis week, ban 
the use of the Russian team 
name, flag or anthem at a 
range of major sports com-
petitions over the next four 
years, including next year’s 
Olympics.

“They said we won’t go 
without our flag and an-
them,” Kremlev said. “We 
aren’t going for medals, but 

for that feeling that I brou-
ght the highest honor home 
for my country.”

Separately, the speaker 
of Russia’s upper house of 
parliament said Russia cou-
ld create an alternative to 
the Olympics.

“This ruling show the 

clear crisis in international 
sports institutions. I believe 
that Russia could host its 
own games at home,” Va-
lentina Matvienko said in 
comments reported by the 
Interfax news agency.

There is a precedent. Af-
ter the Russian Revolution 

of 1917, the Soviet Union 
refused to compete in the 
Olympics and hosted its 
own Spartakiads — named 
after the ancient rebel slave 
Spartacus — with a strong 
socialist slant. However, the 
Soviet Union began compe-
ting at the Olympics in 1952 
and Russians generally take 
great pride in the country’s 
Olympic achievements sin-
ce then.

If the sanctions aren’t 
overturned, Kremlev said 
Russian boxers would pre-
fer to turn pro rather than 
compete at the Olympics.

“A world champion (in 
professional boxing) is bet-
ter known than an Olympic 
champion,” Kremlev said, 
adding the Russian anthem 
would be played before pro 
title fights.

Kremlev said boxers are 
being asked to shoulder the 
blame for offenses com-
mitted in other sports. He 

said they would still stay at 
home even if Russia’s athle-
tes in other sports decided 
to take part.

“If other sports are guilty 
and people have breached 
the WADA code, why are we 
punished?” he said. “We are 
for honest sport and against 
doping. We want our sport 
to be clean ... If someone 
breaks the rules, we push 
them out.”

Russia is a major power 
in amateur and Olym-
pic boxing. It hosted both 
men’s and women’s world 
championships this year, 
finishing at the top of the 
medals table at the wo-
men’s event and second in 
the men’s championships. 
The International Olym-
pic Committee has taken 
direct charge of boxing at 
the Tokyo Olympics after 
criticizing chronic financial 
problems and infighting at 
the International Boxing 

Association.
Russian Sports Minister 

Pavel Kolobkov talked up 
Russia’s chances of overtur-
ning the WADA sanctions.

“I think that there is 
every basis to appeal the 
decision, because our ex-
perts have presented their 
position, and they have the 
same database as WADA 
does,” Kolobkov said in 
comments reported by sta-
te news agency Tass. “There 
is an answer to every ques-
tion and the whole process 
is ahead of us.”

The official decision 
on whether to dispute the 
sanctions will be made on 
Dec. 19 by the Russian an-
ti-doping agency’s super-
visory board, but senior 
figures, including Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
have signaled their prefe-
rence for taking the matter 
to the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport. AP

DANIELLA MATAR, MILAN

F
OR the first time in history 
only five countries will be 
represented in the last 16 
of the Champions League.

Atalanta and Atlético Madrid 
became the last two teams to qua-
lify for the knockout stages yester-
day [Macau time], meaning all 16 
teams are from Europe’s “big five” 
of Italy, Spain, Germany, England 
and France.

Champions League newco-
mer Atalanta advanced with a 3-0 
win at 10-man Shakhtar Donetsk, 
completing an improbable tur-
naround after losing its first three 
group matches. 

“I can’t find the words to descri-
be this unique feeling,” Atalanta 
captain Alejandro “Papu” Gomez 
said. “This will remain in the his-
tory of the club and in the history 
of football.”

Atlético Madrid grabbed the 
final spot by beating Lokomotiv 
Moscow 2-0.

FIRST-TIMERS
Atalanta knew it needed a win 

to overtake Shakhtar and took the 
lead through Timothy Castagne 
in the 66th minute. Mario Pašalić 
doubled Atalanta’s tally shortly 
after Shakhtar defender Dodô 
was sent off for a slap on Remo 
Freuler.

Robin Gosens sealed the result 
in stoppage time.

Atalanta finished second in 
Group C with seven points in its 
debut season in the competition. 
Group winner Manchester City 
beat Dinamo Zagreb 4-1, which 
meant Shakthar finished third in 
the group and will enter the Euro-
pa League knockout stage.

ATLETICO ADVANCES
Teenage forward João Félix and 

defender Felipe scored a goal in 
each half to help Atlético clinch 
second place in Group D. Juventus 
advanced as the group winner.

Atlético would have advanced 
even with a loss as Bayer Leverku-
sen lost 2-0 to Juventus.

Juventus was already assured of 

topping Group D and seemed slu-
ggish at times in Germany, before 
Ronaldo scored from close range 
off substitute Paulo Dybala’s cross 
in the 75th minute. It was the Por-
tuguese star’s second goal in the 
Champions League this season.

PERFECT BAYERN
Bayern Munich finished the 

group stage as the only team to win 
all its matches after beating Totte-
nham 3-1 in a game between two 
already-qualified sides.

Two-and-a-half months after 
getting thrashed 7-2 by Bayern in 
London, Tottenham at least ma-
naged to keep the scoreline res-
pectable as recently hired manager 
Jose Mourinho fielded a weakened 
lineup with his team guaranteed 
second place.

Kingsley Coman and Thomas 
Müller scored for Bayern in the first 
half, either side of a first goal for To-
ttenham by offseason signing Ryan 
Sessegnon.

Philippe Coutinho, who struck 
the crossbar with a long-range ef-
fort in the first half, curled home 
a third goal in the 64th minute to 
clinch a sixth straight win in Group 
B for Bayern, whose poor recent 
form in the Bundesliga has seen 
Germany’s biggest team slip to se-
venth place.

ASSISTANT NEYMAR
Neymar scored one goal and 

helped create three more as Pa-
ris Saint-Germain completed its 
group campaign with a 5-0 win 
over Galatasaray.

Neymar even started the move 
which led to his goal just after half-
time, finding Kylian Mbappe with 
a pass and taking the France star’s 
back-heeled return before rifling 
the ball into the top corner from in-
side the area.

PSG was already qualified befo-
re the game as group winner and 
topped Group A with 16 points, five 
ahead of second-place Real Ma-
drid, which won 3-1 at Club Brugge.

Club Brugge finished above Ga-
latasaray and in third spot to qualify 
for the Europa League. AP

Leverkusen’s goalkeeper Lukas Hradecky suffers the second goal by Juventus’ Gonzalo Higuain
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Double suicide suspected 
in guesthouse bathroom

A 35-year-old man and a 16-year-old woman were found dead 
yesterday morning in a guesthouse bathroom in what is being trea-
ted as a suicide case, the Judiciary Police said.

The police were notified of the case by the mother of the 16-year-
-old, who showed them a letter left by her daughter.

Less than an hour later, police officers discovered the bodies of 

the two people lying on the ground in the bathroom, with burning 
charcoal by their side. Both were pronounced dead by the Fire Ser-
vices when they arrived on the scene.

Escola Choi Nong Chi Tai has confirmed to the media that the 
man was a teacher at the school and the girl was a student. The Ju-
diciary Police said it is investigating the nature of their relationship.

OPINION
Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

Israel Exasperated 
Israelis came to grips 
yesterday with the 
dreaded reality that 
they will be heading to 
the polls for the third 
time in a year, pondering 
whether there was any 
way out of the seemingly 
endless stalemate after 
parliament dissolved 
itself once again and 
extended over a year 
of stubborn political 
paralysis.

Russia A fire on Russia’s 
only aircraft carrier 
injured 10 people and 
seven of them remain 
in a local intensive care 
unit, Russian news 
agencies reported 
yesterday, citing 
unnamed officials in the 
country’s emergency 
services.

Spain United Nations 
Secretary-General 
António Guterres 
urged countries and 
companies yesterday 
tackle climate change, 
saying failure to do so 
would mean “economic 
disaster.”

Germany The European 
Central Bank has left 
its key interest rate 
benchmarks and 
stimulus programs 
unchanged. The 
decision came yesterday 
at a meeting of the 
bank’s officials at 
its headquarters in 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

UK Voters were deciding 
yesterday who they 
want to resolve the 
stalemate over Brexit in 
a parliamentary election 
seen as one of the most 
important since the end 
of World War II.

US Investigators are 
looking to pinpoint what 
prompted a deadly 
attack on a Jewish 
market in Jersey City 
amid fears that it was 
motivated by anti-
Semitism. A gunbattle 
and standoff at the JC 
Kosher supermarket 
this week turned the 
neighborhood into a 
virtual war zone and left 
six people dead — the 
two attackers, a police 
officer and three people 
who had been inside the 
store.
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Plastic Bags 
Disincentives: 
One step forward, 
two steps back

Communities find it difficult to let go of plastic 
shopping bags. Check-out staff get yelled at; people 
worry about what to put their rubbish in; they fret 
about how to remember to take reusable bags with 
them, and what to do when caught out without one. 
Then there are the arguments about how this could 
make any difference in the greater scheme of things.  
Apparent inconsistencies such as the remaining use 
of single-use plastics for almost all food purchases 
and the idea that other plastic bags are needed to line 
rubbish-bins anyway will be raised and argued.  

It is nearly a month since the implementation of the 
ban on retailers handing out free plastic bags. How 
are you coping, Macau?

Are you paying for your plastic shopping bags, or 
is that solitary pataca disincentive enough to have 
you change your habits to bring your own bags along 
with you? Or, maybe a change in habit came about 
because you were not aware that plastic bags were 
a problem to begin with. The ban is a baby step in 
raising awareness and that is about all.

Reports have detailed that on average we each use 
803 plastic bags per year!!! 

That statement stands on its own as a statistic of 
mind-blowing waste. Granted, we are probably each 
taking a hit in those statistics for the nearly 40-million 
visitors each year. The central issue at stake however 
is the damage caused by plastic leakage into our en-
vironment and the inadequate recycling facilities in 
this town that have no way to retain value from these 
products. 

The fact that the single-use plastic bag fee has only 
been implemented at the retail level suggests that 
this tentative step is about placating a certain en-
vironmental lobby and a softly-softly approach to 
educating the population, while minimizing any in-
convenience to businesses and logistics, rather than 
actually alleviating the problem in the short term. 
Phasing out single-use plastics in the wholesale tra-
des and in other product packaging would have a 
greater impact upon plastic waste management: 23% 
of waste was plastic and only 13% of that was plastic 
bags – less than 3% of total waste in 2017. 

There has been consumer backlash against major 
retailers in other jurisdictions who have voluntarily 
implemented bans on light-weight bags whilst intro-
ducing a charge for heavier weight re-usable plastic 
bags. These retailers were accused of profiteering 
from the move, causing great inconvenience to their 
customers while unconvincingly promoting them-
selves as “green”. With their environmental reputa-
tion in tatters they retracted the program and waited 
for the enforcement of a complete ban by their local 
government. Government legislation can give com-
panies legitimacy to do the right thing.

Macau, however, does not have a ban and it does 
not have a levy as commonly understood. Rather 
than the unstinting provision of plastic bags to cus-
tomers of the past, we now have sales of plastic bags 
at a minimum 900% mark-up (profit) to the retai-
lers. Although the MOP1 may act as a disincentive to 
customers and the MOP1,000 fine for free provision 
by the retailer is intended as disincentive to provide 
free plastic bags, there is absolutely no disincentive 
to halt supply of plastic bags per se. Indeed, thanks 
to Law No. 16/2019 it is likely to be one of the most 
profitable items on inventory in the store! 

Had a real levy in the form of a tax payable to the go-
vernment been implemented, this would have ensu-
red sufficient administrative inconvenience and no 
financial benefit to the store. What once came under 
a cost-of-sales item is now an income item. 

Money in Macau has a way of talking louder than yet 
to be adopted environmental value systems. The cog-
nitive dissonance between such local small-step en-
vironmental measures and TIME Magazine’s choice 
of international climate activist, Greta Thunberg, as 
Person of the Year reverberates loudly in that chasm.

Facebook, Google 
drop out of top 10 ‘best 
places to work’ list
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1. HubSpot
2. Bain & Co.
3. DocuSign
4. In-N-Out Burger
5. Sammons Financial Group
6. Lawrence Livermore 
    National Laboratory
7. Intuitive Surgical
8. Ultimate Software
9. VIPKid
10. Southwest Airlines
Data: Glassdoor

Best Places 
to Work 2020

KURT WAGNER

BIG tech companies like 
Facebook Inc. and Al-

phabet Inc.’s Google, long 
seen as some of the world’s 
most desirable workplaces 
offering countless perks 
and employee benefits, 
are losing some of their 
shine.

The Silicon Valley com-
panies dropped out of 
the Top 10 “best places 
to work” in the U.S., ac-
cording to Glassdoor’s 
annual rankings released 
this week. HubSpot Inc., a 
cloud-computing softwa-
re company, grabbed the 
No. 1 ranking while tech 
firms DocuSign Inc. and 
Ultimate Software were 
three and eight, respecti-
vely.

Facebook, which has 

been rated as the “best 
place to work” three times 
in the past 10 years, was 
ranked 23rd. It’s the social-
-media company’s lowest 
position since it first 
made the list in 2011 as 
the top-rated workplace. 
Facebook, based in Men-
lo Park, California, was 
ranked seventh last year.

Google, voted “best pla-
ce to work” in 2015 and a 
Top-10 finisher the pre-
vious eight years, came in 
at No. 11 on Glassdoor’s 
list. Apple Inc., once a 
consistent Top-25 finisher, 
was ranked 84th. Amazon 
Inc., which has never been 
known for a positive inter-
nal culture, failed to make 
the list for the 12th straight 
year.

Microsoft Corp. was 
one of the lone big te-
chnology companies to 
jump in the rankings. The 
Redmond, Washington-
-based software company 
moved to No. 21 from 34 a 
year ago. A few technology 
companies made the list 
for the first time, including 
SurveyMonkey at No. 33, 
Dell Technologies Inc. at 
No. 67 and Slack Techno-
logies Inc. at No. 69.

Twenty companies on 
the list have their head-
quarters in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, more than 
any other metro area, 
Glassdoor said.

The annual list ranks 

companies using em-
ployee reviews on areas 
such as compensation, 
benefits, culture and se-
nior management. Many 
of the big tech companies, 
including Facebook and 
Google, have been critici-
zed this year for a myriad 
of issues, and in some ca-
ses employees have pu-
blicly opposed executive 
decisions.

At Google, employees 
have protested against the 
company  on a number 
of topics, including the 
company’s “intimidation” 
tactics against worker 
organizers. The results 
of an internal employee 
poll at the internet search 
giant, reported by Bloom-
berg in February, showed 
that fewer employees were 
inspired by Chief Executi-
ve Officer Sundar Pichai’s 
vision than a year earlier. It 
also found fewer workers 
believe senior manage-
ment could successfully 
lead the company into the 
future.

At Facebook, which 
just like Google provides 
employees with perks in-
cluding free meals, cor-
porate transportation and 
laundry services, workers 
have pushed back inter-
nally against leadership 
on some policy issues, 
such as the decision not to 
fact-check political adver-
tisements. BLOOMBERG


