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Thailand Several thousand 
supporters of a popular 
opposition party in Thailand 
that is under threat of 
dissolution rallied in the 
nation’s capital in one 
of the largest political 
demonstrations since a 
2014 coup.

North Korea said it 
successfully performed 
another “crucial test” 
at its long-range rocket 
launch site that will 
further strengthen its 
nuclear deterrent. The 
test possibly involved 
technologies to improve 
intercontinental ballistic 
missiles that could 
potentially reach the 
continental United States.

Philippines A strong 
earthquake jolted the 
southern Philippines 
yesterday, killing at least one 
person and causing a three-
story building to collapse, 
setting off a search for 
people feared to have been 
trapped inside, officials 
said. The magnitude 6.9 
quake struck an area about 
6 kilometers northwest of 
Padada town in Davao del 
Sur province. More on p13

Japan Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe spoke at 
yesterday’s official 
completion of the new 
national stadium, the venue 
for the opening and closing 
ceremony of next year’s 
Tokyo Olympics. It will also 
host track and field and 
some soccer. “It blends 
with its surrounding and the 
natural environment,” Abe 
said, noting it showcased 
Japan’s ties to nature with 
its use of wood lattice work.
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trade deal 
achieved a 
little but 

left out a lot
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Casino dealer caught 
misappropriating 
gambling chips   

A casino dealer was arrested after 
she defrauded her employer with 
the help of a gambler, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) reported last Friday. The 
39-year-old female croupier was 
working for a casino located in the 
ZAPE area. CCTV camera captured 
her scam. Two hours into her shift, 
she started distributing extra chips 
to a gambler. The casino’s security 
immediately detained her, and 
referred her to the PJ. According 
to the PJ, the two individuals were 
friends. They had committed 
the same crime six times since 
November, involving a total of 
600,000 Hong Kong dollars’ worth 
of casino chips. The two friends 
confessed to their crimes.  

CTM to broadcast 
handover 
anniversary 
celebrations in 5G 

CTM will use 5G technology to 
live broadcast the celebration 
ceremony of the 20th anniversary 
of Macau handover. The 
telecommunications company 
will use 5G to broadcast the event 
to some mainland media outlets, 
including the government-owned 
CCTV and China Daily News. CTM 
Network Services vice president 
Declan Leong Pui Hong announced 
that the company will also set up a 
5G app for the public to use at the 
Macao Science Center, which will 
also be holding a science exhibition 
over the 20th anniversary of the 
handover. Leong expects to invest 
more than 1.6 billion patacas in the 
company’s 5G development plan 
over the next five years.

Gongbei imports 
from Lusophone 
countries increase 
120-fold 

The number of imports that go 
through the Gongbei customs 
authority to mainland China 
from Macau and Portuguese-
speaking countries has increased 
120-fold compared to 20 years 
ago, according to a report by 
pubic broadcaster TDM. In 2019, 
Gongbei recorded 1.5 billion 
yuan worth of imported goods 
from Macau and the Portuguese-
speaking countries in total. 
This year, Gongbei initiated 
an enterprises registration 
assessment concerning meat 
imported from Brazil and 
Portuguese-speaking countries. 
Gongbei customs claims that it has 
convenient customs measures for 
products imported through Macau.

Chui calls on civil servants to 
lend support to next gov’t

Former IPIM director 
reinstated as senior technician
THE former director 

of the Macau Trade 
and Investment Promo-
tion Institute (IPIM), 
Glória Batalha Ung, has 
been reinstated in her 
professional duties after 
a period of imposed res-
triction due to criminal 
investigations involving 

several former heads 
of IPIM, including for-
mer president Jackson 
Chang.

According to TDM Ra-
dio, Ung’s reinstatement 
took effect on November 
1, taking on the role of 
senior technician in the 
Lusophone Markets Eco-

nomic and Trade Promo-
tion Department.

The criminal investi-
gation, which was made 
public in October 2018 by 
the Commission Against 
Corruption, was related 
to irregularities that had 
been detected in the as-
sessment of applications 

for residence permits in 
return for investment.

Following the case, 
Ung, who was one of the 
executive directors of 
IPIM and also the insti-
tution’s representative 
for the Forum for Econo-
mic and Trade Co-opera-
tion between China and 

the Portuguese-speaking 
countries (Forum Ma-
cau), was suspended 
from her public duties.

She was one of seve-
ral high-ranking officials 
from IPIM to be implica-
ted in the investigation, 
alongside former presi-
dent Chang. 

Chang has been de-
tained since July, sus-
pected of several coun-
ts of crimes of passive 
corruption, document 
forgery, and violation of 
secrecy. RM

CHIEF Executive Chui Sai 
On has called on Macau’s 

civil servants to provide the 
incoming administration with 
their full support and to pre-
sent new ideas and contribu-
tions for the development of 
Macau. 

In addition, despite facing 
challenges and difficulties, 
public servants should gene-
rally strive to uphold the prin-
ciple of caring about Macau 
and its people, said the Chief 
Executive.

Chui’s remarks came during 
a seminar held late last week, 
which was attended by public 
officials from all levels of the ci-
ty’s government.

The Chief Executive expres-
sed gratitude for the contri-
butions and work provided 
by all the public servants over 
the past 20 years which “hel-
ped Macau’s development, 
and [helped] to overcome all 
challenges.” 

Chui was referring to inci-
dents that occurred during the 
past mandates in particular, in-
cluding public health and safe-
ty matters, the aftermath of the 
global financial crisis and emer-
gencies linked to typhoons over 
the last few years.

In the words of the Chief 
Executive, “public servants had 
been able to stand united to ta-
ckle such challenges head on, 
and truly demonstrated their 
love and care for Macau, kee-
ping a great tradition within 
the local community of mutual 
support.”

Chui believes that over the 
past 10 years, “all officials have 
learned through their work that 

the government system should 
be more open to listening to 
the voices and opinions of the 
public,” adding that, aside from 
ensuring the public adminis-
tration follows the law, “the go-
vernment system should work 
harder to uphold the princi-
ples of serving the public, and 
of enhancing Macau people’s 
wellbeing and satisfaction.”

The Chief Executive also 
took the opportunity to highli-
ght a few of the principles that 
he believes good governance 

depends on. Good governance 
in Macau must always abide 
by the implementation of the 
‘One Country, Two Systems’ 
principle, he said, and “Macau 
[must be] governed by its peo-
ple,” retaining a high degree of 
autonomy.

In addition, Chui spoke 
about the importance of reflec-
ting economic growth in peo-
ple’s wellbeing, by improving it 
as much as possible to achieve 
a stable environment.

As one of the last lessons 

from his 10-year term, the 
Chief Executive spoke about 
the importance of keeping go-
vernment accounts healthy 
and managing land reserves 
well as they are a precious re-
source. 

His parting words were 
about the need for the “culti-
vation of talent” and coordina-
tion between the five secreta-
riats to foster new generations 
of officials, creating a path to 
stability and prosperity in the 
long-term. RM
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Setback for diversification 
as casino influence grows

Economy thought to have shrunk 5.2% this year, EIU says
MACAU’S economy 

will contract at a 
rate of 5.2% in 2019, ac-
cording to the latest fore-
cast from the Economist 
Intelligence Unit (EIU), a 
significant drop from the 
prediction of a 1% con-
traction made just three 
months ago. The EIU’s 
forecast also now predic-
ts 2021 will be the year in 
which the territory will re-
turn to growth.

The latest official figu-
res published by the Sta-
tistics and Census Bureau 

for the third quarter of 
2019 show that from Ja-
nuary to September, the 
economy of the territory 
shrank by 3.5% year-on-
-year, with a pronounced 
contraction of 4.5% in the 
third quarter.

Cited by Macauhub, 
the EIU analysts also fo-
recast that the economy 
of the territory will con-
tract again in 2020, with a 
negative rate of 3.3%, and 
the average contraction in 
the 2019/2020 period will 
be 4.3%, due to the coo-

ling of the gaming sector 
and the lack of new in-
vestment projects in this 
area.

The EIU expects the 
Macau economy to return 
to growth following the 
signing of a trade agree-
ment between China and 
the United States, which 
is expected to lead to an 
increase in the number of 
Chinese tourists seeking 
destinations abroad.

The report said that 
despite the slowdown of 
the Chinese economy in 

2020/2021, the average 
income in the country 
will continue to grow, 
which will lead to an in-
crease of mass tourism 
and of the gaming indus-
try in Macau, which will 
prevent the territory from 
experiencing a sharp con-
traction of its economy.

The EIU recalls the ef-
forts of the local gover-
nment to diversify the 
economic fabric of Macau 
and move the territory 
away from its dependen-
ce on gambling. However, 

it warned that these ef-
forts will not produce any 
significant results before 
2021. 

It will be up to the ga-
ming concession holders 
to increase non-gaming 
offers to tourists in order 
to attract more people to 
visit Macau, according to 
Macauhub.

Meanwhile, the rate of 
inflation will remain sta-
ble at around 3% in the 
period under review, as 
well as the interest rates 
for loans, at about 5.4%, 

as well as Macau’s budge-
tary balance, which will 
be 12% of the territory’s 
gross domestic product. 

In September, the EIU 
had predicted that growth 
would return during the 
second half of 2019 to rou-
nd out the 12-month pe-
riod with a 1% contraction. 
It had based the prediction 
on the fact that the second 
quarter contraction of 1.8% 
had seen an improvement 
compared to the 3.2% de-
cline in the first quarter of 
2019. DB/MACAUHUB

DANIEL BEITLER

G
AMING and junket ac-
tivities accounted for 
over half of Macau’s 
industrial structure 

last year, in yet another setback 
in the city’s goal of building a di-
versified economy less reliant on 
casinos.

In 2018, the heavy-weight sec-
tor had a value added of 220.8 
billion patacas and an industrial 
share of 50.52%. It is the first time 
the sector has breached the 50% 
level since 2014, when it accoun-
ted for over 58%.

According to the 2018 Analy-
sis Report of Statistical Indica-
tor System for Moderate Econo-

mic Diversification of Macau, 
although the gaming sector 
dwarfs the contribution of any 
other individual segment of 
the Macau economy, other no-
teworthy sectors include 
real estate activities, the 
construction sector, the 
wholesale and retail trade, 
financial services, hotels 
and hospitality, public ad-
ministration, and “renting 
and business activities”. 
Together these six sectors 
account for nearly 32% of 
the industrial structure.

The change in industrial 
structure is reflected in the 
data released by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination 

Bureau, which showed that 
gross gaming revenue grew 
14% in 2018, far outstripping 
the 4.7% aggregate growth in 
the economy.

The economic diversifica-
tion report, which has been pu-
blished annually by the Statis-
tics and Census Bureau (DSEC) 

since 2016, has the principle 
aim of evaluating in objective 
terms the extent to which the 
city’s reliance on the gaming 
sector has diminished.

In this year’s report, 
changes were made to the 
method of calculating the 
revenue from non-gaming 
activities so as to better 
adhere to international gui-
delines. The statistical au-
thority advances that the 
new method may better 
reflect the contribution of 
some sectors to total non-

-gaming receipts.
Under the new method, Ma-

cau’s gaming concessions saw 
virtually no change in the sha-

re of their revenue derived from 
non-gaming activities in 2018. 
According to the report, last year 
the total receipts of the six con-
cessions amounted to MOP335.34 
billion, of which 9.97% (MOP33.43 
billion) came from non-gaming 
activities. When the new methods 
are retrospectively applied to last 
year’s data, the share of receipts 
from non-gaming sources is fou-
nd to have declined by a marginal 
0.03 percentage points.

However, the new data may 
warrant a change in government 
targets.

Previously, the Macau SAR go-
vernment had announced its goal 
to have casino operators draw a 
minimum of 9% of their revenue 
from non-gambling sources by 
2020. Under the method used last 
year, just 6.8% of total revenue 
came from non-gaming sources 
in 2017. Under the new method, 
the 9% target will have been alrea-
dy accomplished.

Analyzed by the type of non-ga-
ming revenue, guestrooms conti-
nued to provide the bulk at 42%, 
followed by retail activities and 
rental of space (24.6%) and food 
and beverage (24.2%).

Another indicator of Macau’s 
economic diversification, the 
proportion of tourists from the 
city’s primary source market, 
also showed slight regression in 
2018. The proportion of visitors 
from mainland China edged up 
to 70.55% last year, compared to 
68.06% in 2017 and about 66% in 
the previous two years.

Meanwhile, the secondary and 
tertiary visitor source markets of 
Hong Kong (17.67%) and Taiwan 
(2.96%) respectively, edged down 
by 1.24 percentage points and 0.29 
percentage points respectively.

At the same time, per capita 
spending of visitors showed sig-
ns of growth in 2018, rising to 
MOP1,946 from MOP1,880 a year 
earlier on account of increased 
activity in the retail sector. The 
per capita spending of mainland 
tourists, excluding gaming ex-
penses, was significantly higher 
than the average at MOP2,242 
last year.

A change in the 
methods used in 
this report may 

warrant a change in 
government targets
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Database for 
underground pipes, 
cables to be improved
A database on the arran-

gement and condition 
of underground pipes and 
cables will continue to be 
improved in future, pled-
ged Macau’s Cartography 
and Cadastre Bureau.

In 2017, the bureau be-
gan compiling the databa-
se, aiming to collect infor-
mation about local under-
ground pipes and cables 
and keep track of related 
information.

On a radio show, the 
bureau’s acting director, 
Vicente Luís Gracias, said 
that access to the data-
base would be granted to 
departments whose jobs 
include supervising such 
pipes and cables. The Mu-
nicipal Affairs Bureau also 
recently applied for ac-
cess.

Despite work on the 
database, there have been 
three cases of optic fibers 
being accidentally dama-
ged during road work. The 
accidents significantly af-
fected internet users.

Gracias, who was made 
acting director in June, 
told the radio show that 

the database was built so 
that there would be a map 
of the pipes and cables 
to help avoid such issues 
from happening again.

According to Gracias, 
the database now contains 
information about pipes 
and cables for electrici-
ty, telecommunications, 
cable TV, transport moni-
toring services, as well as 
sewage, tap water, recy-
cled water, waste handling 
and natural gas services. 
It contains information 
about 83 subcategories of 
services and provisions in 
total.

The database records 
the layout of underground 
pipes and cables to help 
evaluate whether roa-
dwork plans need to be 
adjusted. 

The acting director 
also mentioned that the 
government had studied 
the possibility of building 
a common pipeline in the 
old city. However, conside-
ring the characteristics of 
the city’s old districts, sha-
red pipelines are unlikely 
to be feasible. AL

ENVIRONMENT

Men carrying reusable 
bags look comical, 
accuses columnist
ANTHONY LAM

THE sight of a strong, 
masculine man car-

rying a reusable shopping 
bag with takeaway food 
looks comical, a local wri-
ter wrote in his newspaper 
column.

The comment stirred up 
a whirlpool of activity in 
eco-friendly social media 
circles, despite the writer 
pointing out in the con-
clusion of the column that 
education was the key to 
effective environmental 
protection.

“[Does he mean that] 
bringing a plastic bag looks 
very chic?” one social media 
user asked in a social media 
post in which a screenshot 
of the article was shared.

“Why is he so backward 
and conservative?” another 
user asked. 

A third noted that their 
domestic helper habitually 
used reusable bags for gro-

cery shopping.
Macau fashion brand 

owner Inky Leong recom-
mended the writer buy a ni-
cer reusable bag if he thinks 
the existing ones look so 
comical.

“This is nothing to do 
with being male, female or 

environmentally friendly,” 
said Leong. “We, even as 
fashion brand owners and 
designers, don’t feel bad 
walking back to office with 
a lunch box in our hands.”

“He [made] much ado 
about nothing,” the fashion 
brand owner added.

The newspaper colum-
nist began his piece by re-
calling the day he bought 
takeaway lunch from an es-
tablishment a little far from 
his office. He was asked by 
the shopkeeper whether he 
needed a plastic bag.

Eyes wide open, he asked 
the shopkeeper whether he 
should carry the lunch box 
with his bare hands, to whi-
ch the shopkeeper said that 
this was the practice of the 
construction workers near-
by. He then drew the con-
clusion that people with 
low incomes wanted to 
save money by avoiding the 
plastic bag tax.

He then cited the sho-
pkeeper on the inconve-
nience of reusable sho-
pping bags faced by office 
ladies. One social media 
user pointed out that this 
inconvenience could have 
been avoided if they had 
brought their own contai-
ners too.
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Youth workshop 
held to instill 
respect for 
heritage

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) and the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) have collaborated on 

a one-day workshop to educate young people 
on the conservation of World Heritage archi-
tecture.

The workshop was conducted as part of the 
PJ’s long-term counter-delinquency program. 
The police said it was organized to promote 
knowledge and awareness about the conser-
vation of cultural heritage in Macau among 
the youth. The workshop also covered the cri-
minal liability that may result from damaging 
cultural relics.

The workshop also had a joint activity with the 
IC’s “Little Docent Program.” The program aims 
to train youth to become tour guides who can 
discuss the city’s cultural heritage with tourists.

The group of about 40 trainees gathered at 
the Ruins of St Paul’s, where trainees explained 
how the relics were protected.

Afterwards, the group attended a semi-
nar hosted by the IC at the Macao Museum. 
The trainees were introduced to the work 
being done as part of the protection and 
management of cultural heritage in Macau. 
The provisions in the “Cultural Heritage 
Protection Law” were also introduced to 
the trainees.

The trainees from the PJ program were then 
taken on a docent tour led by IC program trai-
nees. AL

Police disrupt Outer Harbor 
currency exchange operation
RENATO MARQUES

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has arrested three sus-

pects for carrying out illegal 
currency exchange activities 
in casinos.

The arrests were made 
during a nighttime opera-
tion conducted by the for-
ce on December 14 and 15, 
which targeted casinos in 

the Outer Harbor area.
According to the PJ, the 

police deployed 42 inspec-
tors who questioned a total 
of 157 people. They found 
one man and two women 
who were suspected of 
being involved in the illegal 
activities.

During the investigation, 
another man was found to 
be overstaying as his visa 

had expired.
The four were detained 

and brought to the PJ head-
quarters for further investi-
gation. After the operation 
was completed, they were 
handed over to the immi-
gration department of the 
Public Security Police Force 
for deportation.

The number of illegal 
currency exchange cases 

has grown since know-your-
-customer facial recognition 
technology was installed in 
Macau’s automated teller 
machines in early 2018.

According to official cri-
me reports, over the last few 
years, this activity has be-
come one of the most com-
mon types of fraud.

The PJ also conducted 
another operation on De-
cember 14, seeking to detect 
illegal hostels and ultima-
tely have their operations 
cease.

The operation was con-
ducted from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
and the PJ detained three 
suspects. The woman and 
two men who were arrested 
were all from the mainland, 
and were suspected of being 
involved in the illegal busi-
ness.

During the course of their 
investigation, the PJ decided 
that there was not enough 
evidence against the sus-
pects, so they were freed af-
ter the investigation proce-
dures were completed.

The case was then turned 
over to the Macau Govern-
ment Tourism Office, who 
confirmed that the units 
inspected were being used 
as illegal hostels and that 
they had seized the apart-
ments.
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Macau planetary lab to boost 
China’s deep space exploration

Gov’t concludes Art Macao coverage was satisfactory
THE Macau Govern-

ment Tourism Office 
(MGTO) has concluded 
that the media coverage of 
the Art Macao event held 
earlier this year was satis-
factory in both traditional 
media and social media. 
Out of 100, the event obtai-
ned a satisfaction score of 
83 and a public awareness 
score of 79.

The Office said in a sta-
tement that it had commis-
sioned a research institu-
tion to carry out an overall 
assessment of Art Macao. 
It did not disclose which 

institution was commissio-
ned.

The MGTO hoped to 
evaluate the impact of the 
event itself by studying ex-
posure on various media 
channels and analyzing the 
level of awareness of and 
satisfaction with the event.

The study period was 
232 days, from March 31 
to November 17, 2019. Web 
and media data mining 
methods were used.

Both traditional media 
and new media channels 
were studied. The former 
included print and digital 

media, while the latter en-
compassed popular social 
media platforms such as 
Facebook, YouTube, Insta-
gram, Weibo, WeChat and 
TikTok; and online travel 
agencies such as Agoda, 
Expedia and TripAdvisor.

The campaign covered 
the Greater China region, 
which includes mainland 
China, Macau, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, as well as loca-
tions where the MGTO has 
a delegation or representa-
tive offices.

The event was covered 
by or featured in about 

66,300 articles, the largest 
proportion of which came 
from social media (56,500), 
which made up 85% of the 
total coverage. Nearly 9,800 
traditional media articles 
covered the event, repre-
senting 15% of total cove-
rage. 

Out of the 9,800 traditio-
nal media articles, about 
2,600 were print media and 
7,100 were online media. 
Among the total, 9,000 were 
from Greater China region 
and 744 were from other 
regions.

There were 22.71 million 

interactions with the event 
on social media, showing 
that the event had beco-
me a hot topic and focus 
of attention on social me-
dia amongst netizens. The 
distribution of media cove-
rage suggested that social 
media played a major role 
in forming public opinion 
about the event, the MGTO 
said.

There were 56,500 posts 
related to the event on so-
cial media. Facebook had 
31,100 of the posts, Insta-
gram had 12,400, Weibo 
received 9,000, WeChat had 

1,800, Twitter had 1,500 and 
YouTube had 710.

By region, there were 
46,500 posts from Greater 
China, 8,200 from outside 
of Greater China and 1,750 
from an undetermined area.

The MGTO said in their 
statement that the six-mon-
th Art Macao event had 
ushered in a range of brand 
new urban experiences 
and charted an innovative 
direction for cultural and 
tourism development. The 
report has been given to the 
pertinent government bo-
dies for reference. AL

M
ACAU’S first space 
exploration satelli-
te has been named 
Macao Science 1, 

Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Alexis Tam announced 
yesterday at the opening cere-
mony of an aerospace exhibition 
in the territory.

During the opening ceremony, 
Vice Administrator of China 
National Space Administration 
(CNSA) Wu Yanhua also annou-
nced that the CNSA would set 
up the Macao Space Exploration 
and Science Center to assist deep 
space exploration cooperation 
between China and international 
society, and help such institutions 
Greater Bay Area to work with 
each other.

The satellite, which will be lau-
nched in 2021, is the first of its 
kind to probe the South Atlantic 
Anomaly (SAA), a region of redu-
ced magnetic intensity where the 
inner radiation belt is at its lowest 
altitude.

Geophysicists believe the stu-
dy of SAA can help them find the 
reason of Earth’s weakening mag-
netic field.

The satellite program is opera-
ted by China’s State Key Labora-
tory of Lunar and Planetary Scien-
ce, which was approved by the 
Ministry of Science and Techno-
logy and established on October 
8, 2018 at the Macau University of 
Science and Technology (MUST).

Prof. Zhang Keke, chief of the 
laboratory, is a renowned Earth 
and planetary physicist. He came 
to Macau from University of Exe-
ter, Britain in 2018.

“This satellite program is mo-
ving forward much faster than I 
have expected,” he told Xinhua 
in an recent interview. “I can con-
centrate all the resources into this 
key laboratory.”

Zhang’s research team has 
about 40 experts and scholars, in-
cluding leading figures and young 
talents from well-known global 
institutions, and have participa-
ted in major projects of China’s 
deep space exploration long befo-
re the laboratory had been recog-

nized by Ministry of Science and 
Technology.

China is set to launch its Mars 
explorer in 2020. Zhang’s team 
also has taken part in the resear-
ch and development of the Mars 
explorer.

“The Mars explorer will collect 
many data from Mars and we will 
use our equipment to analyze tho-
se data for the study of Mars’ inner 
structure and planetary evolution 
history,” he said.

Besides the deep space explo-
ration, the laboratory scholars 
also do research on lunar physics, 
planetary physics, lunar geology 
and planetary chemistry.

Associate Prof. Zhu Men-

ghua from the laboratory made a 
breakthrough this year, as his pa-
per Reconstructing the Late-ac-
cretion History of the Moon was 
published in Nature in July.

Zhu used the supercomputing 
platform of the MUST to study 
the process of different celes-
tial bodies hitting the Earth and 
the Moon at different angles and 
the differences in retained mass 
through multiple simulation, and 
revealed the mystery of lack of 
iron in the lunar mantle compa-
red with that of earth.

This experiment and its result 
provide new point of view to the 
late-accretion history of the Earth 
and moon, indirectly proved the 

great collision theory of the for-
mation of the moon, and provide 
new scientific support for data 
analysis of Chang’e 4 and subse-
quent lunar and Mars exploration 
missions.

Zhu has also studied planetary 
biology, a field where scientists try 
to find what kind of extreme envi-
ronment can survive.

He told Xinhua that the plane-
tary biology is a hot spot in inter-
national community but a new 
territory in China.

Associate Prof. Andre Guima-
raes Lemos Antunes, one of the 
laboratory’s planetary biologists, 
said China is at an exciting stage 
of space exploration. In Macau, 

the State Key Laboratory has con-
venient conditions to conduct 
cutting-edge research and engage 
in China’s space program.

“This is very interesting and I 
am willing to contribute to all of 
this,” he said.

As a Portuguese, Antunes feels 
at home in Macau. “The interes-
ting thing about Macau is that it 
has historical ties with Portugal, 
so I’m very happy to work here.”

The team is very diverse and 
interdisciplinary. Working side by 
side with colleagues in different 
fields such as computer modeling, 
space exploration and geophysics 
has been an interesting experien-
ce, he added. DB/XINHUA

Visitors view exhibits at an aerospace exhibition held at MUST
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A view of the Zhuxiandong reservoir, which has been delivering water to Macau

Guangdong to raise 
allowances for 
unsupported children

Guangdong Province will improve 
basic services and social protection 
for de facto unsupported children by 
raising their cost of living allowances. 
According to the provincial 
department of civil affairs, de facto 
unsupported children are those under 
18 who have permanent residence 
in Guangdong, with both parents 
suffering from severe disability or 
illness, serving a prison sentence 
or compulsory drug withdrawal, or 
subjected to enforced restriction of 
personal freedom. Children with a 
single living parent who also belong 
to one of the above groups are also 
included within this category. Every 
such child is expected to receive 
1,110 yuan (about $160) a month 
starting from Jan. 1, 2020, equal to 
the amount received by unsettled 
orphans, more than double the 
figure from 2016 when the allowance 
system was launched in Guangdong. 
The province, which currently has 
about 21,000 de facto unsupported 
children, called for more efforts on 
guardianship, medical treatment, 
education and care services for these 
children.  

10 detained over 
possible links to 
Foshan forest fire

Ten people were detained for a 
forest fire which broke out early 
this month in Guangdong Province, 
local authorities said Saturday over 
the weekend. The fire started in a 
mountain area in Foshan City on 
December 5 and spread across 
800 hectares due to strong winds. 
It was put out on December 9 with 
no causalities reported. The public 
security department of Gaoming 
District of Foshan City said in a 
statement that the fire was caused 
by a drilling project carried out by an 
engineering company. A total of 10 
people involved in the incident have 
been detained. Further investigation 
is underway. More than 3,100 people, 
133 firefighting trucks, three aircraft 
and six drones were dispatched to 
battle the fire. Over 1,300 locals were 
evacuated to safe areas.

Direct flights 
launched between 
Shenzhen, Fukuoka

A new air route will be launched 
between the southern Chinese city 
of Shenzhen and Japan’s Fukuoka 
on April 11, 2020, according to 
sources with the Shenzhen Bao’an 
International Airport Saturday. The 
route will be operated by Shenzhen 
Airlines with a Boeing 737 every 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. A single trip takes about 
three hours and 40 minutes. Sources 
with the Shenzhen Airlines said the 
new air route will not only provide 
convenience for tourists from the 
Pearl River Delta but also boost the 
exchange and cooperation between 
Shenzhen and Fukuoka in various 
fields. Over 8 million Chinese tourists 
visited Japan in 2018, up 13.9 percent 
year on year.

Mainland water has powered 
Macau’s development
F

OR those who still re-
member what it was 
like to suffer from water 
shortages, like 80-year-

-old Macau resident Lee Zan 
Dok, fresh and clean water is 
seen as the lifeline of everything.

With a land area of only 32.8 
square kilometers, Macau is ex-
tensively covered with low hills, 
free from any lakes or rivers, 
making it impossible to build a big 
reservoir in this already tiny area.

“For centuries, local residen-
ts’ water demand was met lar-
gely through groundwater ex-
traction,” said Lee, who worked 
for Macau’s water supply com-
pany for 24 years.

Lee, also the author of a book 
on 500 years of water affairs in 
Macau, recalled that residents 
had relied on groundwater for 
hundreds of years.

Macau’s development picked 
up pace in the mid-1950s, as did 
its population, which increased 
to more than 100,000, leading to 
a surge in water demand.

Local people suffered acute 
water shortages, and groundwa-
ter over-exploitation was ine-
vitable. The city was filled with 
over 2,000 wells.

“People had no choice but to 
drink muddy and polluted well 
water,” Lee said.

The local government had 
to impose a limit on water use 
starting from 1955 and several 
more limits during the following 
decade.

Suffering from extended wa-
ter shortages, Macau proposed 
to work with the mainland to 
deal with the crisis. Diverting 
water from the neighboring 
mainland city of Zhuhai was an 
initial attempt to address its wa-
ter scarcity.

In 1959, two reservoirs were 
built in Zhuhai under coope-
ration between Macau and the 
Guangdong provincial govern-
ment. The reservoirs began to 
deliver water to Macau residents 
the following May.

However, the plague of water 
scarcity engulfed Macau again 
when the reservoirs could ba-
rely meet the water demands of 
the two increasingly booming 
cities.

Zhuhai was designated as a 
special economic zone in 1980, 
resulting in an expanding popu-
lation and urbanization. A water 
diversion project was therefore 
launched to take water from the 
Xijiang river, a tributary of the 
Pearl River, to Macau.

“Diverting water from the 
Xijiang river to Macau never 
came easy. Workers had to toil 

to complete the project,” said 
Chen Shan from Zhuhai’s water 
supply company.

Within two and a half years 
of construction, the first phase 
of the project entered operation 
in 1988. 

However, salt tide, a phe-
nomenon in which the lower 
course of a river becomes salty 
when discharge is low during 
the dry season, struck the lower 
course of the Pearl River in the 
winter of 2003. The salinity in 
reservoirs exceeded 10,000 de-
grees, far beyond the national 
standard of 250 degrees, posing 
a huge threat to human health, 
crop growth and industrial pro-
duction.

To handle the crisis, meetings 
were held to pool wisdom from 
government water departmen-
ts, hydropower stations and 
power companies.

In 2005, a gigantic trans-pro-
vincial project was conducted 
to divert fresh water from reser-
voirs located at the upper rea-
ches of the Xijiang river to dilute 
the salty downstream.

The complexity of the project 
was beyond everyone’s expec-
tations. But the attempt pro-
ved successful as a total of 850 
million cubic meters of water 
traveled 1,300 km south, ending 

the water shortage facing resi-
dents of Zhuhai and Macau.

To permanently secure the 
water supply during dry sea-
sons, a mega water system, with 
a volume amounting to 43.33 
million cubic meters, was built 
in 2011, bringing Zhuhai’s to-
tal water storage to 100 million 
cubic meters.

“People in Macau have not 
been affected by the salt tide or 
water shortages since the sys-
tem was put into operation,” 
said Chu Wai Man, vice ma-
nager of Macao Water Supply 
Company.

This year marks the 60th year 
since Zhuhai began to deliver 
water to Macau. Official data 
show that Zhuhai’s annual wa-
ter supply to Macau has topped 
100 million cubic meters, today 
accounting for 98 percent of 
Macao’s freshwater consump-
tion.

In October, a 15-km-long 
water supply line to Macau, the 
fourth in number, entered ope-
ration, with a designed volume 
of 200,000 cubic meters per day.

“Constant water supply from 
the mainland has not only brou-
ght guarantee to people’s lives, 
but injected impetus into Ma-
cao’s economic development,” 
Lee Zan Dok said. XINHUA
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Five arrested after man’s 
death during protest

Hong Kong police arrested three men 
and two women on Friday in connection 
with the death of an elderly man during 
a protest in Sheung Shui on Nov. 13, 
according to an official statement released 
on the Hong Kong government website on 
Saturday. A 70-year old man was admitted 
to hospital on Nov. 13 after being struck 
by a brick, according to the statement. 
He was certified dead the next day, it 
said. The five people arrested are aged 
between 15 and 18 and are being detained 
for further inquiries, the statement said. 
Police announced last week a reward of 
HKD800,000 ($102,600) for information 
related to the case.

More homemade 
explosives found

Hong Kong police said they arrested three 
men Saturday for testing homemade 
explosives that they suspect were intended 
for use during protests. The arrests are 
the latest in a rash of explosives-related 
cases police say they’ve uncovered since 
protests erupted in June over a proposed 
extradition law and snowballed into an anti-
government movement. Last week, police 
said they defused two homemade bombs 
packed with nails. Police suspect they may 
have been intended for use against officers. 
Police said the bombs were to be triggered 
with cellphones. In July, police announced 
the seizure of about 2 kilograms of TATP, 
which has been used in militant attacks 
worldwide. Other recent seizures involved 
smaller amounts of the explosive.

HONG KONG 

Police overtime bill nears 
1 billion HK dollars
IAIN MARLOW 
& AARON MC NICHOLAS

HONG Kong police officers 
have racked up nearly 

1 billion Hong Kong dollars 
in overtime wages and other 
allowances as they work long 
hours to handle unpreceden-
ted pro-democracy protests in 
the Asian financial hub.

Roughly 11,000 officers per 
month were paid more than 
HKD950 million ($122 million) 
for extra shifts between June 
and November, according to 
a document uploaded by the 
city legislature’s Finance Com-
mittee. The Hong Kong Police 
Force’s total budget for wages, 
allowances and other opera-
ting costs in the current fiscal 
year was HKD20.2 billion, the 
document said.

Hong Kong’s government 
said in a reply to a lawmaker’s 
request for more information 
on police pay that officers had 
been required to cover more 
than 900 protests, processions 
and public meetings since ear-
ly June, “many of which even-

tually turned into illegal acts of 
violence.”

The police said in a sta-
tement on Friday that they 
“deploy manpower as appro-
priate” and overtime work by 
officers “may only be under-
taken when it is strictly una-
voidable.”

Although the impact of the 
historic protests have already 

shown up in sharply reduced 
retail sales and tourist arrivals, 
the new figure is the first real 
glimpse at the extra policing 
costs. Thousands of officers 
have deployed nearly every 
weekend since the unrest 
began six months ago, whi-
le running street battles with 
protesters often stretch into 
the early hours.

The former British colony 
has been gripped by demons-
trations since June, when lar-
ge crowds took to the streets 
to oppose a bill that would 
have allowed extraditions to 
mainland China. Although 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s 
government eventually with-
drew the legislation, the rallies 
have continued and turned 
increasingly violent and dis-
ruptive.

“During the ongoing con-
flicts in the past few months, 
front-line police officers had 
to handle massive and unlaw-
ful violent acts in various dis-
tricts on the one hand, and to 
maintain regular police duties 
and public services in the ter-
ritory on the other,” the gover-
nment said in its statement.

Hong Kong’s police have 
been criticized by human ri-
ghts groups, including Amnes-
ty International and foreign 
lawmakers, for aggressive tac-
tics, which the police have ar-
gued are simply a response to 
violent acts on the protesters’ 
side. BLOOMBERG
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How US-China limited trade deal achieved a   little but left out a lot
PAUL WISEMAN 
& KEVIN FREKING

T
HE limited trade deal that 
the Trump administra-
tion and Beijing annou-
nced Friday means Ame-

ricans will avoid a holiday tax in-
crease on imported toys, clothing 
and smartphones. U.S. farmers 
can sell more soybeans and pork 
to China. And American com-
panies should face less pressure to 
hand over trade secrets to Beijing.

But what the administration 
gained from the so-called Pha-
se 1 deal that President Donald 
Trump celebrated falls well short 
of the demands the president is-
sued when he launched a trade 
war against Beijing 17 months ago. 
Further rounds of negotiations 
will be required to achieve a more 
significant agreement.

Still, Friday’s preliminary agree-
ment managed to at least defuse a 
conflict that had put investors on 
edge and slowed economic growth 
entering an election year in which 
Trump plans to campaign, at least 
in part, on America’s prosperity.

Under the agreement, the 
Trump administration dropped its 
plan to impose new tariffs on $160 
billion of Chinese imports be-
ginning Sunday — a tax that would 
have likely led to higher prices on 
many consumer goods. The ad-
ministration also agreed to reduce 
its existing import taxes on about 
$112 billion in Chinese goods from 
15% to 7.5%. 

In return, U.S. Trade Represen-
tative Robert Lighthizer told re-
porters, China agreed to buy $40 
billion a year in U.S. farm products 
over two years, even though U.S. 
agricultural exports to China have 
never topped $26 billion a year. 
In addition, Beijing committed to 
ending a long-standing practice 
of pressuring companies to hand 
over their technology as a condi-
tion of gaining access to the Chi-
nese market. 

Lighthizer said China also 
agreed to lift certain barriers to its 
market for such products as beef, 
poultry, seafood, pet food and ani-
mal feed. 

In all, the U.S. expects a $200 
billion boost in exports over two 
years as a result of the deal.

“We expect the trade deficit to 
go down for sure,” Lighthizer said, 
adding that the agreement will 
likely be signed the first week in Ja-
nuary and take effect 30 days later.

“Everything is written,” he 
said. “Everything is completely fi-
nished.”

Yet the administration relea-
sed no detailed paperwork on the 
agreement. And it said the text was 

still being translated between Chi-
nese and English. In the past, the 
two sides had appeared to be close 
to firm agreements only to see ne-
gotiations fall apart.

At the same time, the Phase 
1 agreement leaves some major 
issues unresolved, notably com-
plaints that Beijing unfairly sub-
sidizes its own companies to give 
them a competitive edge in world 
markets.

Many trade analysts said the 
agreement amounted to a mixed 
bag.

“This deal should go a long way 
in reversing the downward spiral in 
bilateral trade relations and increa-
sing certainty for U.S. businesses,” 

said Wendy Cutler, a former U.S. 
trade negotiator who is now vice 
president at the Asia Society Policy 
Institute. 

But, she cautioned, “it’s unclear 
on how far the Phase 1 agreement 
goes in addressing the key struc-
tural issues that brought the U.S. 
to the negotiating table 17 months 
ago.’’ 

Other analysts were harsher.
“With only limited concessions, 

China has been able to preserve 
its mercantilist economic system 
and continue its discriminatory 
industrial policies at the expense 
of China’s trading partners and the 
global economy,” said Scott Ken-
nedy, a China specialist at the Cen-

ter for Strategic and International 
Studies.

“Trump could reverse course 
and renew tariffs. But Beijing has 
bought itself a likely respite from 
the daily uncertainty for at least a 
few months and perhaps for the re-
mainder of Trump’s current term.”

Trump had first announced a 
Phase 1 deal back on Oct. 11, but 
negotiations continued for two 
more months. The president, who 
announced the latest agreement 
via Twitter, said that work on a 
follow-up Phase 2 agreement wou-
ld begin immediately. 

His announcement came mi-
nutes after the House Judiciary 
Committee approved impeach-
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Christmas comes 
early for markets 
as key risks get 
taken out
IT started last Friday, with a blowout U.S. jobs report 

that beat all expectations. Then in quick succession 
late Thursday investors got news that the guns will be 
holstered in the U.S.-China trade war, and that Britain 
is lifting itself out of the quagmire of a hung parlia-
ment.

Suddenly, all the worries about a global recession, 
yet another wave of tariff hikes between the world’s 
two largest economies and a messy U.K. breakup with 
the European Union are fading from view.

In a reassuring sign for global markets, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed off on a phase-one deal 
with China that averts the December 15 introduction 
of another wave of U.S. tariffs.

In the U.K., Prime Minister Boris Johnson cruised to 
a big majority, an election result that should guarantee 
passage of his Brexit deal with the EU.

“The good news just seems to keep coming for 
markets,” said Kerry Craig, a Melbourne-based global 
market strategist at JPMorgan Asset Management. “In-
vestors will be delighted to check their stockings and 
realize they won’t be receiving the lump of coal” they 
got last year, when global equities tumbled in the four-
th quarter.

The ground is shifting for others, too. As recently as 
a month back, the Bank of Japan was seen by some as 
needing to head deeper into negative territory with its 
policy rate. But now, with the yen weakening past 109 
per dollar and Japan’s government embracing a fiscal-
-stimulus package, things look different.

“We’re perhaps seeing the start of a strong yen decli-
ne - Trump’s tweet, the Brexit results have flipped the 
yen on its head,” said Vishnu Varathan, head of econo-
mics & strategy at Mizuho Bank Ltd. in Singapore. “We 
could see haven demand wane into 2020. There might 
be even a last hurrah before the year-end as risk bulls 
get their way, and push the yen lower from here.”

How long the Christmas-time cheer will last re-
mains a question. On three of the key risks, doubts re-
main. Brave is the analyst that predicts smooth sailing 
in the U.S.-China relationship ahead; no American 
presidential candidate is running on the “be nice to 
China” ticket. Johnson’s looming majority may gua-
rantee the U.K. leaves the EU in January, but the two 
will still need to negotiate a trade deal, meaning the 
“hard Brexit” scenario could yet be on the horizon.

As for global recession risks, while the consensus is 
that growth will pick up in 2020 thanks to this year’s 
monetary easing and moves in a number of countries 
to embrace fiscal stimulus, that view isn’t universal. 
In Australia, an economy closely tied to demand for 
important inputs including coal and iron, asset mana-
gers even see the central bank adopting quantitative 
easing next year.

“I wish we had kept some of the good news for 2020,” 
Mark Matthews, head of research Asia at Bank Julius 
Baer & Co., said on Bloomberg TV. “What this is going 
to do is cause a really powerful rally into the year end, 
so what’s going to be left over to get priced in to 2020?”

For emerging markets, a newly solid Chinese yuan 
and a retreat in the dollar to the weakest since July of-
fers encouragement. A weakening yuan that dragged 
developing nations’ currencies down with it had made 
dollar debt more expensive to service. The yuan Fri-
day traded past the 7-per-dollar line that had briefly 
spooked markets earlier this year.

“It feels like all the bricks in the wall of worry are 
falling at once,” said Peter Atwater, president of Finan-
cial Insyghts. MDT/BLOOMBERG

How US-China limited trade deal achieved a   little but left out a lot
ment charges of abuse of 
power and obstruction of 
Congress, leading the White 
House to argue that the pre-
sident “never stops working 
and continues to make suc-
cessful deals that benefit this 
country.”

In Beijing, officials said at 
a briefing that if the Trump 
administration reduces its 
tariffs, China will lower its 
trade penalties on American 
goods and also scrap plans 
for new tariffs Sunday.

The world’s two biggest 
economies are battling over 
the industries of 
the future and the 
way China does 
business — an 
unorthodox mix 
of capitalism and 
state control. 

The adminis-
tration accuses 
China of cheating 
in its drive to de-
velop such advan-
ced technologies 
as driver-less cars 
and artificial inte-
lligence. The ad-
ministration alle-
ges — and inde-
pendent analysts 
generally agree — 
that China steals 
technology, for-
ces foreign com-
panies to hand 
over trade secrets, unfairly 
subsidizes its own firms and 
throws up bureaucratic hur-
dles for foreign rivals.

Beijing rejects the accu-
sations and contends that 
Washington is simply trying 
to suppress a rising competi-
tor in international trade.

Since July 2018, the Trump 
administration has imposed 
a series of trade sanctions on 
China, sometimes changing or 
delaying planned tariff rates.

Friday’s announcement 
means the U.S. will still con-
tinue to impose 25% import 
taxes on $250 billion in Chi-
nese goods and will halve 
the tariffs on a separate $112 
billion to 7.5%. It will drop 
plans to target an additional 
$160 billion. That step would 
have extended the tariffs to 
just about everything China 
sells the United States and 
would have hit consumer 
items such as toys and smar-
tphones that have so far lar-
gely been spared.

Beijing has retaliated by 

taxing $120 billion in U.S. 
exports, including soybeans 
and other farm products that 
are vital to many of Trump’s 
supporters in rural America.

Rob Atkinson, president 
of the Information Techno-
logy and Innovation Foun-
dation, said “the agreement 
represents progress’’ but said 
“the United States must still 
comprehensively address 
China’s rampant innovation 
mercantilist practices.’’

Mary Lovely, a trade 
economist at the Peterson 
Institute for International 
Economics, said it’s unlikely 
that Friday’s deal delivers 
enough benefits for the U.S. 
to outweigh the costs of the 
trade fight so far.

U.S. farmers lost billions 
of dollars in income, com-
panies paid billions in tariffs 
and in many cases shifted 
their supply chains, and 
consumers saw some prices 
increase. 

“Many of us are highly 
skeptical that the agreement 

will be enough to 
outweigh these 
other costs,” Lovely 
said. “The U.S. di-
dn’t move the need-
le very much.”

Still, the agree-
ment should help 
smooth some of the 
uncertainty surrou-
nding global trade, 
Lovely said. 

“We have a cea-
se-fire, we have 
some roll back, that 
is very significant,” 
she said. “We were 
kind of on a brink 
here, and we saw 
the negotiators pull 
us back.”

Lighthizer said 
the Phase 1 agree-
ment addressed 

one of the key U.S. concerns: 
Ensuring that a deal can be 
enforced. The Trump admi-
nistration and other critics 
say China has a long history 
of violating its promises. Fri-
day’s deal establishes a dis-
pute resolution process. If a 
complaint isn’t resolved, the 
aggrieved party can impose 
sanctions, including tariffs. 

“A skeptic would say, 
‘We’ll see,’” Lighthizer said. 
“And that’s probably a wise 

position to take. But our ex-
pectation is that they’ll keep 
their obligations. And in any 
event, they’re enforceable.’’

Repeated rounds of ne-
gotiations had failed to 
achieve a substantive deal. 
The prolonged uncertainty 
over Trump’s trade policies 
curtailed U.S. business in-
vestment and likely held 
back economic growth. 
Many corporations have 
slowed or suspended in-
vestment plans until they 
know when, how or even 
whether the trade standoff 
will end.

A far-reaching agreement 
on China’s technology po-
licies will likely prove diffi-
cult. It would require Beijing 
to scale back its drive to be-
come a global powerhouse 
in industrial high techno-
logy, something it sees as a 
path to prosperity and in-
ternational influence.

“This deal would amount 
to a modest de-escalation of 
trade hostilities but hardly 
resolves the fundamental 
trade and economic ten-
sions that are dampening 
business sentiment and 
investment in both coun-
tries,” said Eswar Prasad, an 
economist at Cornell Uni-
versity and former head of 
the International Monetary 
Fund’s China division. 

Efforts to acquire foreign 
technology are a theme that 
runs through Chinese law 
and government. Security 
researchers have asserted 
that Beijing operates a ne-
twork of research institutes 
and business parks to turn 
stolen foreign technology 
into commercial products.

The Trump administra-
tion has been seeking a way 
to enforce any significant 
trade agreement with Chi-
na, reflecting its contention 
that Beijing has violated 
past promises. One way to 
do is to retain some tariffs as 
leverage. AP

”Trump could 
reverse course and 
renew tariffs. But 

Beijing has bought 
itself a likely respite 

from the daily 
uncertainty for at 

least a few months 
and perhaps for the 

remainder of Trump’s 
current term.

SCOTT KENNEDY
CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
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In this Nov. 4, 2017 photo, children play in the old city district where Chinese national flags are prominently hung in Kashgar in western China’s Xinjiang region

Gangs spreading rumors 
to exploit pork crisis

Chinese criminal gangs are spreading 
rumors about the African swine fever to 
scare farmers into selling pigs for cheaper, 
according to magazine China Comment. 
The healthy animals are sometimes 
smuggled across provinces and resold at a 
higher price, the investigative report said. In 
some cases, drones would be used to drop 
infected feed into farms in a bid to buy pigs 
for cheap. Others are forging quarantine 
certificates. Moving livestock or pork across 
provinces is banned as authorities try to 
prevent the disease from spreading. With 
the outbreak of the African swine fever, 
China has been grappling with a surge in 
the price of pork, a staple in the local diet. 
The disease, for which there is no approved 
vaccine, can be fatal for pigs but doesn’t 
affect human health. Wholesale pork 
prices have more than doubled this year, 
according to data from China’s Ministry 
of Commerce, fueling the highest annual 
consumer inflation rate in seven years.

Retaliation coming 
should Germany ban 
Huawei 5G

China’s ambassador to Germany 
threatened Berlin with retaliation if it 
excludes Huawei Technologies Co. as a 
supplier of 5G wireless equipment, citing 
the millions of vehicles German carmakers 
sell in China. “If Germany were to take a 
decision that leads to Huawei’s exclusion 
from the German market, there will be 
consequences,” Ambassador Wu Ken said 
Saturday. “The Chinese government will not 
stand idly by.” The ambassador’s comments 
come on the heels of growing resistance 
against Huawei among some lawmakers 
in German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
governing coalition. They have challenged 
her China policy with a bill that would 
impose a broad ban on “untrustworthy” 
5G vendors. While the German legislation 
doesn’t explicitly name Huawei, it’s 
tailored to the Chinese company and 
comes after months of debate about 5G 
security. Huawei has repeatedly rejected 
allegations of its equipment’s potential for 
espionage and sabotage. Ambassador Wu 
also reminded the audience that German 
manufacturers account for a quarter of the 
28 million cars sold in China last year.

Stability, not stimulus 
push, in China 2020 agenda

The Chinese government’s annual 
economic policy meeting signals a 
continuation of the current moderate 
stimulus strategy with only fine-tuning 
likely, economists said. Policy makers 
pledged to keep next year’s economic 
growth “within a reasonable range,” 
highlighting the need to achieve its goal 
of “building a moderately prosperous 
society” in 2020. Economists including Lu 
Ting at Nomura International Ltd in Hong 
Kong expect that the annual economic 
growth target will be trimmed to “about 
6%” when it is released early next year. 
“We expect China’s 2020 policy stance to 
resemble that of 2019, with a significant 
focus on fiscal policy to prevent a sharper 
economic slowdown,” said Marie Diron at 
Moody’s Investors Service in Singapore. 
The government said it will focus more 
on improving the effectiveness of fiscal 
policy. The pledge to consolidate the effect 
of tax cuts this year “almost rules out the 
possibility of further tax cuts,” said Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc economists in a note.

AP EXCLUSIVE

Beijing reins in Xinjiang 
after detention camp leaks

THE Xinjiang regional go-
vernment in China’s far 

west is deleting data, des-
troying documents, tightening 
controls on information and 
has held high-level meetings in 
response to leaks of classified 
papers on its mass detention 
camps for Uighurs and other 
predominantly Muslim mino-
rities, according to four people 
in contact with government 
employees there. 

Top officials deliberated 
how to respond to the leaks in 
meetings at the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s regional head-
quarters in Urumqi, Xinjiang’s 
capital, some of the people 
said. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity because of fears 
of retribution against themsel-
ves, family members and the 
government workers. 

The meetings began days 
after The New York Times pu-
blished last month a cache of 
internal speeches on Xinjiang 
by top leaders including Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping. They 
continued after the Interna-
tional Consortium of Investi-
gative Journalists worked with 
news organizations around 
the world including The Asso-
ciated Press to publish secret 
guidelines for operating deten-
tion centers and instructions 
on how to use technology to 
target people. 

The Chinese government 
has long struggled with its 
11-million-strong Uighur po-
pulation, an ethnic Turkic mi-
nority native to Xinjiang, and 
in recent years has detained 1 

million or more Uighurs and 
other minorities in the camps. 

Xinjiang officials and the 
Chinese foreign ministry have 
not directly denied the authen-
ticity of the documents, thou-
gh Urumqi Communist Party 
chief Xu Hairong called reports 
on the leaks “malicious smears 
and distortions.” 

The Xinjiang government 
did not respond to a fax for 
comment on the arrests, the 
tightened restrictions on in-
formation and other measures 
responding to the leaks. The 
Chinese Foreign Ministry did 
not have an immediate com-
ment. 

Xinjiang’s government had 
already mandated stricter 
controls on information in Oc-
tober, before the news reports, 
according to three of the peo-
ple, all Uighurs outside Xin-
jiang. 

They include orders for 
community-level officials to 
burn paper forms containing 
sensitive personal details on 
residents in their area such as 
their detention status, and for 
various state offices to throw 
away computers, tighten ma-
nagement of classified infor-
mation, and ensure all infor-
mation related to the camps is 
now stored on databases dis-
connected from the internet 
in special, restricted-access 
rooms to bar hackers, the Ui-
ghurs said. 

“They became much more 
serious about the transfer of 
information,” one said. 

Publication of the classified 

documents prompted the cen-
tral government in Beijing to 
put more pressure on Xinjiang 
officials, several of the Uighurs 
said. 

Restrictions on information 
appear to be tightening fur-
ther. Some university teachers 
and district-level workers in 
Urumqi have been ordered 
to clean out sensitive data on 
their computers, phones and 
cloud storage, and to dele-
te work-related social media 
groups, according to one Ui-
ghur with direct knowledge of 
the situation. 

In other cases, the state 
appears to be confiscating evi-
dence of detentions. Another 
Uighur who had been detai-
ned in Xinjiang years before 
said his ex-wife called him two 
weeks ago and begged him to 
send his release papers to her, 
saying eight officers had come 
to her home to search for the 
papers, then threatened she’d 
be jailed for life if she couldn’t 
produce the papers. 

“It’s an old matter, and 
they’ve known I’ve been 
abroad for a long time,” he 
said. “The fact that they su-
ddenly want this now must 
mean the pressure on them is 
very high.” 

Some government workers 
have been rounded up as the 
state investigates the source of 
the leaks. In one case an entire 
family in civil service was arres-
ted. Abduweli Ayup, a Uighur 
linguist in exile, said his wife’s 
relatives in Xinjiang – inclu-
ding her parents, siblings, and 

in-laws – were detained shortly 
after the leaks were published, 
although Ayup said they had 
no relation to the leaks as far 
as he was aware. Some people 
in touch with relatives outside 
China were also investigated 
and seized, Ayup said. 

It is unknown how many 
have been detained since the 
leaks. 

Earlier this week, a Uighur 
woman in the Netherlands told 
a Dutch daily, de Volkskrant, 
that she was the source of the 
documents published by the 
International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists. The 
woman, Asiye Abdulaheb, said 
that after she posted one page 
on social media in June, Chi-
nese state agents sent her dea-
th threats and tried to recruit 
her ex-husband to spy on her. 

The leaked documents lay 
out the Chinese government’s 
deliberate strategy to lock up 
ethnic minorities even before 
they commit a crime, and to 
rewire their thoughts and the 
language they speak. They re-
veal that facilities Beijing calls 
“vocational training schools” 
are forced ideological and 
behavioral re-education cen-
ters run in secret. 

The papers also show how 
Beijing is pioneering a new 
form of social control using 
data and artificial intelligence. 
Drawing on data collected by 
mass surveillance technology, 
computers issued the names 
of tens of thousands of people 
for interrogation or detention 
in just one week. AP
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Toxic air, gases hamper search 
for last two volcano victims

Strong quake kills one, collapses building in the Philippines
A strong earthquake jol-

ted the southern Phili-
ppines yesterday, killing at 
least one person and cau-
sing a three-story building 
to collapse, setting off a 
search for people feared to 
have been trapped inside, 
officials said.

The magnitude 6.9 
quake struck an area about 
6 kilometers northwest of 
Padada town in Davao del 
Sur province at a depth of 
30 kilometers, according 
to the Philippine Institute 
of Volcanology and Seis-
mology. The area has been 

battered by a series of 
powerful quakes in recent 
months.

A child was killed in a 
village in Davao del Sur’s 
Matanao town when a 
wall of her house tumbled 
down as the ground shook 
and hit her in the head, of-
ficials said.

Davao del Sur Gov. Dou-
glas Cagas said a three-s-
tory building housing a 
grocery store collapsed in 
downtown Padada during 
the quake, trapping an 
unspecified number of 
people inside. Search and 

rescue efforts were un-
derway, he told the DZMM 
radio network, adding that 
an unknown number of 
people were injured in his 
province.

Matanao Mayor Vincent 
Fernandez said his two-s-
tory town hall was badly 
damaged by the intense 
shaking, along with two 
bridges and several buil-
dings already weakened by 
previous quakes.

“The shaking was dif-
ferent this time, it wasn’t 
swaying. It’s like a roller 
was rumbling by under-

neath,” Fernandez told 
DZMM from an emergen-
cy shelter. As he was being 
interviewed, he paused 
briefly, saying the ground 
was shaking again in the 
latest of dozens of after-
shocks.

Fernandez appealed for 
food packs and tents to 
be used by residents who 
needed immediate shelter 
from the rainy weather. 
Many buildings that can be 
used as evacuation centers 
have been damaged by re-
cent earthquakes, he said.

President Rodrigo Du-

terte was safe with his dau-
ghter in his house in Davao 
city, where the earthquake 
was felt strongly. He retur-
ned to sleep after the tre-
mors, said Brig. Gen. Jose 
Niembra, who heads the 
presidential security force.

Classes in Davao del Sur 
province will be suspended 
Monday to allow checks 
on the stability of school 
buildings. Some cities and 
town lost their power due 
to the quake, officials said.

The Davao region has 
been hit by several earth-
quakes in recent months, 

causing some deaths and 
scores of injuries and badly 
damaging houses, hotels, 
malls and hospitals.

The Philippine archipe-
lago lies on the so-called 
Pacific “Ring of fire,” an arc 
of faults around the Pacific 
Ocean where most of the 
world’s earthquakes occur. 
It’s also lashed by about 20 
typhoons and other severe 
storms each year, making 
the Southeast Asian nation 
of more than 100 million 
people one of the world’s 
most disaster-prone coun-
tries. AP

MARK BAKER & STEVE 
MCMORRAN, WHAKATANE

A 
second land search of 
New Zealand’s volcanic 
White Island yesterday 
failed to locate the bo-

dies of the last two victims of an 
eruption that has now claimed 
16 lives, most of them tourists.

New Zealand police confir-
med the 16th victim died Satur-
day at Sydney’s Concord Hos-
pital, one of several Australian 
hospitals where survivors suf-
fering from severe burns were 

being treated. 
Ten of the dead are thought to 

be Australians. Of the 47 people 
on White Island when it erupted, 
24 were Australian citizens and 
four more were permanent resi-
dents of Australia.

Two four-person teams lan-
ded on the island by helicopter 
early yesterday morning and 
searched a location thought to 
be the most likely place where 
one of the bodies might be. The 
teams, wearing heavy protective 
clothing, were using breathing 
apparatus that allowed them to 

search for only 75 minutes.
They were unable to locate 

either body and returned to the 
New Zealand mainland where 
they underwent decontamina-
tion after being exposed to toxic 
ash and gases.

“We have always anticipated 
recovering all bodies from the is-
land and we remain deeply com-
mitted to that goal to allow fami-
lies some closure,” Police Deputy 
Commissioner John Tims said.

Divers resumed their search of 
waters around the island despite 
near zero visibility that hampe-

red their efforts on Saturday. Res-
cue teams had reported seeing a 
body in the sea a day after Mon-
day’s eruption.

Police have not included the 
two missing — believed to be a 
New Zealander tour guide and 
a boat captain who had taken 
tourists to the island — among 
the dead until their bodies are 
recovered. Police meanwhile re-
leased the names of five victims 
who have been formally identi-
fied. They include four Austra-
lians and one New Zealander.

Among the dead are 15-year-

-old Zoe Hosking from Austra-
lia and her stepfather Gavin 
Dallow, 53. The first named vic-
tim was Krystal Browitt, a ve-
terinary nursing student from 
Melbourne, Australia, who tur-
ned 21 on Nov. 29.

Ash and other fallout from the 
eruption has made the sea near 
the island toxic and divers have 
to be washed clean after every 
completed dive.

Tims called search conditions 
“unique and challenging.” 

“Divers have reported seeing 
a number of dead fish and eels 
washed ashore and floating in 
the water, “ he said.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
called on New Zealanders to ob-
serve a minute’s silence in me-
mory of victims of the disaster at 
2:11 p.m. on Monday, exactly a 
week from the eruption. Ardern 
and her Cabinet will pause in si-
lence during their regular mee-
ting at Parliament in Wellington.

Military specialists recovered 
six bodies on Friday thought to 
be of Australians, who were most 
of the visitors to the island when 
the volcano blew up. 

Scientists have warned that 
White Island, which is the expo-
sed tip of a mostly undersea vol-
cano, is highly volatile, and has 
been venting steam and mud 
regularly.

Husband and wife Pratap and 
Mayuri Singh were confirmed 
Saturday to be among survivors. 
The Atlanta couple are recove-
ring from burns in Auckland’s 
Middlemore Hospital where 
their conditions were listed as 
stable.

Specialist medical teams were 
heading to New Zealand from 
Australia, Britain and the United 
States. Skin banks were also sen-
ding tissue to New Zealand hos-
pitals to use for grafts.

Authorities say 24 Austra-
lians, nine Americans, five New 
Zealanders, four Germans, two 
Britons, two Chinese and a Ma-
laysian were on the island at the 
time. Many were from a Royal 
Caribbean cruise ship that had 
left Sydney two days earlier. AP
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THIS coming week’s virtually certain 
House impeachment of President 

Donald Trump will underscore how 
Democrats and Republicans have mor-
phed into fiercely divided camps since 
lawmakers impeached President Bill 
Clinton.

Twenty-one years ago this Thursday, 
a Republican-led House approved two 
impeachment articles against Demo-
crat Clinton. While that battle was bi-
tterly partisan, it was blurrier than the 
near party-line votes expected this week 
when the House, now run by Democrats, 
is poised to impeach Republican Trump. 

Two of the four Clinton impeachment 
articles were killed — something par-
ty leaders today would jump through 
hoops to avoid for fear of highlighting 
divisions. All four Clinton articles drew 
GOP opposition, peaking at 81 on one 
vote. That’s an unthinkable number of 
defections today. 

“Obviously it was partisan, but it 
wasn’t as intensely partisan as today 
is,” said Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., one of 
four Republicans who opposed all the 
Clinton impeachment articles and the 
last remaining member of that group in 
Congress. “So you could basically argue 
conscience, you could say you looked at 
it and didn’t think this was the way to go.”

In the upcoming votes on impeaching 
Trump, Democrats expect support from 
all but a few — two to perhaps five — of 
their members. Republican leaders envi-
sion no GOP desertions. 

Underscoring the intensity of the par-
tisanship, Rep. Jeff Van Drew of New Je-
rsey, one of the Democrats planning to 
oppose impeachment, intends to switch 
parties and join the GOP. That’s accor-
ding to a Republican official who said 
top House Republicans have been told of 
Van Drew’s plans and described the con-
versations on condition of anonymity. 

Few defections are expected by either 
party when the GOP-run Senate holds a 
trial, probably in January, on whether to 
oust Trump from office. No one expects 
Democrats to muster the two-thirds Se-
nate majority needed for removal over 

charges that he leveraged U.S. military 
aid and a White House meeting coveted 
by Ukrainian leaders to pressure them to 
announce investigations of his Demo-
cratic political foes.

Most Democrats were dismissive of 
the GOP’s impeachment charges that 
Clinton lied to a grand jury and others 
about his affair with White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky.

“The Constitution is really to protect 
the nation against the abuse of presiden-
tial power. Any husband could lie under 
oath about an affair. It doesn’t take presi-
dential powers to do that,” Rep. Zoe Lof-
gren, D-Calif., who opposed the Clinton 
impeachment and is still in Congress, 
said in an interview Friday. 

Clinton was a lame duck but widely 
popular president who was presiding 
over a booming economy, and polling 
showed that impeachment had little 
support. That gave Democrats little rea-
son to back the effort to remove him and 
made many Republicans think twice 
about backing impeachment. 

Back then, each party had scores of 
moderate lawmakers who would cross 
party lines on issues such as abortion, 
taxes and spending. 

The numbers of moderate House De-
mocrats and Republicans have dwindled 
dramatically, especially among the GOP. 
Only three House Republicans represent 
districts that Democrat Hillary Clinton 
carried in the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, yet all three are expected to oppose 
Trump’s impeachment.

The calendar of both impeachment 
votes also helps explain why party divi-
sions will be sharper this time than they 
were for Clinton. 

The House’s Clinton impeachment 
votes came a month after congressional 
elections, giving incumbents two years 
— a lifetime in politics — until they next 
faced voters. 

This year’s Trump impeachment votes 
will come as the 2020 primary season is 
about to begin, putting recalcitrant Re-
publicans at risk of facing Trump-backed 
primary challengers. MDT/AP

The Supreme Court is seen under stormy skies in Washington

UNITED STATES

Trump impeachment 
vote underscores a 
harshly partisan era

Boris Johnson urges   unity after election win upends Britain
TIM ROSS, ALEX MORALES 
& GREG RITCHIE

B
ORIS Johnson won 
an emphatic elec-
tion victory that re-
draws the political 

map of Britain and gives the 
prime minister the mandate 
he needs to pull the U.K. out 
of the European Union next 
month.

The result spectacularly 
vindicated Johnson’s gam-
ble on a snap election to 
break the deadlock in Par-
liament over Brexit, as his 
Conservatives won their 
biggest majority since Mar-
garet Thatcher’s in 1987. 
The pound rose by the most 
in almost three years as the 
scale of the victory became 
clear.

“I urge everyone to find 
closure and to let the healing 
begin,” Johnson said in a 
speech outside his Downing 
Street office in which he 
acknowledged the divisive 
three years since 
the U.K. voted to 
leave the Euro-
pean Union. “Here 
in this people’s 
government the 
work is now being 
stepped up to 
make 2020 a year 
of prosperity and 
growth and hope.”

The outcome was a repu-
diation of the main oppo-
sition Labour Party under 
Jeremy Corbyn and his ra-
dical program of state in-
tervention, nationalization 
of industries and tax rises 
for the better off. Corbyn 
announced his intention to 
resign after a catastrophic 
run of losses to the Tories 
in Brexit-supporting dis-

tricts in northern England 
and Wales. These areas were 
considered traditional La-
bour strongholds and John-
son’s success here was the 
breakthrough that secured 
his victory.

Elsewhere, Liberal De-
mocrat leader Jo Swinson, 
who campaigned to remain 
in the EU, lost her seat.

Having routed political 
opposition to Brexit across 
much of the country, John-
son still faces resistance in 
Scotland, where support for 
the pro-independence Sco-
ttish National Party surged, 
setting up the prospect of 
a renewed constitutional 
standoff over the U.K.’s fu-
ture.

Northern Ireland may 
also present a thorn in John-
son’s side. Unionist parties 
lost their majority and na-
tionalists made advances, 
suggesting that pressure for 
a referendum on Irish unity 
may grow.

Johnson held a solid lead 
over Labour in polls before 
Thursday vote, but just how 
Brexit would play out in the 
U.K.’s third general election 
in four years was never cer-
tain. What emerged was the 
biggest shift in British po-
litical allegiances for deca-
des as areas that had voted 
to quit the EU turned away 
from Labour and toward 

Johnson and his “Get Brexit 
Done” mantra.

Corbyn, who had tried to 
straddle both sides of the 
divide, said the issue had 
“taken over” the campaign 
and cost his party votes. “I 
did everything I possibly 
could in order to bridge the 
divide between those that 
voted leave and those that 
voted remain,” he said in a 
pooled TV interview.

Some defeated candida-
tes disagreed, saying the 
Labour leader had been 
raised as a concern by vo-
ters more than Brexit. Cor-
byn said he will talk to the 
party’s national executive 
about the process to repla-
ce him as leader, which he 
expects to begin early next 
year

With all seats declared, 
the Conservatives had won 
365 of the 650 seats in the 
House of Commons, a gain 
of 48, to Labour’s 203 sea-
ts, down 59. The results 

showed the Con-
servatives taking 
some districts 
from Corbyn’s 
party for the 
first time ever, 
c o m p o u n d i n g 
Labour’s fourth 
successive gene-
ral election de-
feat.

Leaders including Angela 
Merkel of Germany and U.S. 
President Donald Trump of-
fered their congratulations. 
Trump, in a tweet, again rai-
sed the prospect of a “mas-
sive new trade deal” after 
the U.K. leaves the EU.

Johnson’s majority gives 
him the power to get his 
own way on Brexit, espe-
cially if he needs extra time 

For Johnson, his 
convincing majority 

marks the culmination 
of an extraordinary 

rise to power
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Boris Johnson urges   unity after election win upends Britain

to negotiate with the EU. He has 
said he will start to push legisla-
tion through parliament before 
the end of the year to meet the 
current departure date of Ja-
nuary 31.

Calling the result “historic,” 
Johnson hailed “a powerful new 
mandate to get Brexit done.”

Investors responded to what 
they saw as a possible end to 
the political gridlock and uncer-
tainty that has hung over British 
assets for years. The pound sur-
ged 1.7% to $1.3387 as of 11:15 
a.m. in London. The benchmark 
FTSE 100 index of stocks jum-
ped 1.9% despite being heavily 
skewed to exporters vulnera-
ble to currency appreciation. 
The more domestically-focused 
FTSE 250 rallied 4.4% to the hi-
ghest on record as trading volu-
mes soared.

For Labour, the heavy losses 
raise questions over its future 
direction after voters decisively 
rejected Corbyn and his pro-
gram. Corbyn plans to remain in 
place until a successor is chosen 

but he’s facing pressure to stand 
aside immediately.

“Tonight is an absolute di-
saster for the Labour Party,” Ian 
Murray, Labour lawmaker for 
Edinburgh South, told the BBC. 
“There has got to be a change 
of direction. That work either 
has to start tomorrow or the La-
bour Party has to reassess what 
it stands for.”

Few people predicted the po-
litical earthquake that took pla-
ce.

In England and Wales, voters 
moved to the Conservatives 
almost everywhere, but parti-
cularly strongly in places that 
voted to leave the EU. Former 
industrial areas abandoned La-
bour for the first time in gene-
rations, with mining and steel 
towns that suffered from mass 
unemployment under the Con-
servatives in the 1980s now em-
bracing the party.

Scotland, which opposed 
Brexit in the 2016 referendum, 
staged a rebellion as the SNP re-
took seats it lost two years ago. It 

ended the night with 48 of 59 dis-
tricts, halving the Tory seat tally, 
defeating the Liberal Democrat 
leader and reducing Labour to a 
solitary district. SNP leader Ni-
cola Sturgeon reiterated her de-
mand for another independence 
referendum, something Johnson 
has ruled out.

“Boris Johnson has a mandate 
now to take England out of the 
EU,” Sturgeon said. “He must 
accept that I have a mandate to 
offer Scotland the choice of an 
alternative future.”

For Johnson, his convincing 
majority marks the culmination 
of an extraordinary rise to power. 
After he led the pro-Brexit cam-
paign three years ago, Johnson 
watched as Theresa May tried 
and repeatedly failed to negotia-
te an EU divorce agreement the 
House of Commons would ac-
cept. Once in power, Johnson se-
cured a revised Brexit deal with 
the EU, but also couldn’t persua-
de Parliament to rush it into law.

That prompted him to trigger 
an early election - the next one 

wasn’t due until 2022 - in the 
hope voters would give him the 
majority he needed. He now has 
a mandate “not just to get Brexit 
done,” he said, “but to unite this 
country and to take it forward 
and to focus on the priorities of 
the British people.”

Addressing supporters in 
London on Friday morning, he 
said he had a “heavy responsibi-
lity” after winning support from 
former Labour heartlands. “We 
must rise to the challenge,” he 
said. AP

SCOTTISH National Party Leader 
Nicola Sturgeon suggested she 
wouldn’t hold a rebel referendum on 
independence without the consent 
of the London government because 
it would not be legally valid. A vote 
needs to be sanctioned by the U.K.’s 
central government in Westmin-
ster. “A referendum has to be legal 

because it has to be accepted and 
legitimate if we are to win inde-
pendence,” Sturgeon said in a BBC 
TV interview. At the same time, 
Sturgeon said Johnson’s rejection of 
a second Scottish referendum “won’t 
hold” because the SNP “overwhelm-
ingly won the election” in Scotland, 
while Johnson’s Conservatives “got 

roundly defeated.” Scotland can’t 
be “imprisoned” in the U.K., she said. 
“You cannot hold Scotland in the 
union against its will,” Sturgeon said. 
“You cannot just lock us in a cupboard 
and turn the key and hope that 
everything goes away. If the United 
Kingdom is to continue, then it can 
only be by consent.”

Scots independence vote must be legal
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON this day in history

cinema

13:00

13:30

15:00

17:00

18:10

19:10

19:30

20:30

21:10

21:25

22:25

23:15

23:50

00:25

01:10

TDM News (Repetição)

Telejornal RTPi (Diferido)

Olhos Grandes

Macau 20 Anos - Macau Qui Futuro?

Contraponto (Repetição)

Aqui Há História (Repetição)

Ouro Verde Sr.1

Telejornal

Macau 20 Anos

TDM Desporto

Império

TDM News

Magazine Liga dos Campeões 2019/2020

Telejornal (Repetição)

RTPi Directo

Red decembeR - exhibition of caRlos 
maRReiRos
time: 10am-9pm 
Until: February 13, 2020 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery, Avenida Conselheiro 
Ferreira de Almeida, No 95 
admission: Free  
enqUiRies: (853) 8988 4000

fashion inteRaction - GUanGzhoU-honG 
KonG-macao-shenzhen cReatiVe fashion 
exhibition
time: 10am-8pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: December 31, 2019 
VenUe: Macao Fashion Gallery  
admission: Free  
enqUiRies: (853) 2835 3341

a cheRished memoRy fRom 1999 - 
aRchiVes exhibition in celebRation of the 
20th anniVeRsaRy of the RetURn of macao 
to the motheRland
time: 10am-6pm; (Closed on Mondays and public 
holidays)
Until: December 27, 2019 
VenUe: Archives of Macao, Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 91-93  
admission: Free  
enqUiRies: (853) 2859 2919

the WoRld as Will and idea – collectiVe 
exhibition of emeRGinG aRtists fRom 
mainland china 
time: 10am-7pm (No admittance after 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: February 23, 2020
VenUe: Macau Contemporary Art Centre - Navy 
Yard No.1, located at Rua de S. Tiago Da Barra
admission: Free 
enqUiRies: (853) 8791 9814 

Some citizens in the English city of Oxford could have been 
forgiven for bringing their dirty laundry with them when they 
went to their polling station to cast their vote in Britain’s first 
December general election in nearly a century.

That’s because the Ace Laundrette was pressed into service 
as a polling station in the early election called by Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson in a bid to break the country’s Brexit stalemate. 
Most British elections take place in the spring. 

There were plenty of odd polling locations Thursday throu-
ghout England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, 

In the town of Hampshire, people exercising their democra-
tic privilege could also have checked out automobiles for sale 
at the Petersfield Used Car Centre. And in the West Midlands 
town of Dudley, a rather bare converted shipping container was 
designated as a voting booth.

More fun was to be had in the picturesque pubs used as vo-
ting centers in the countryside. The election also had more 
traditional polling locations, such as town halls and churches.

Given the time of year, voters couldn’t escape Christmas. In 
the southwest England town of Minehead, a Santa’s grotto was 
used for voting.

Laundromat, car deaLership, 
grotto and pubs used in uK vote

Mikhail Gorbachev, the man widely tipped as the next leader of 
the Soviet Union, has spent five hours in “very friendly” talks with 
the British Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, according to British 
Government officials.

But Soviet officials described the talks much less enthusiastically 
as “business-like”.

Topics discussed at Mrs Thatcher’s country residence Chequers 
included ending the arms war and improving communications be-
tween the Eastern Bloc and the West.

It came after Mr Gorbachev signalled his desire for reduced ten-
sions when he arrived at Heathrow airport yesterday.

“Opportunities for the prevention of nuclear war exist. These 
opportunities must be used to the full,” he said yesterday.

But talks between Mrs Thatcher and the second-in-command 
at the Kremlin did not include contentious issues such as human 
rights in the Communist state.

Official sources remained tight-lipped on the exact exchange 
of words but did reveal the two delegations did not agree on the 
causes of world problems but were united on the importance of 
diffusing them.

The meeting lasted longer than expected and it is understood Mr 
Gorbachev gave Mrs Thatcher a private message from the coun-
try’s president Konstantin Chernenko.

It outlined the Soviet Union’s commitment to arms talks with 
America which will be held in three weeks’ time.

Today’s talks appear to signal a thaw in relations between the 
West and the Soviet Union.

The visit itself is a significant development in the relationship 
between Britain and the USSR as Mr Gorbachev is the first Soviet 
politician of his stature to visit in 28 years.

His eight-day stay in the West is the longest of any statesman 
from behind the Iron Curtain.

Once the talking was over Mr Gorbachev and his wife Raisa en-
joyed sightseeing in London, visiting the library from where Lenin 
first produced his newspaper Iskra in 1903.

The couple, followed by a large security entourage, also visited 
the British Library and saw the seat where Karl Marx wrote Das 
Kapital.

Courtesy BBC News

1984 gorbachev visit
   to britain a ‘success’

In context

Offbeat

Gorbachev became General Secretary of the Communist 
Party in 1985 after the death of Chernenko, and became 
president in 1988.
He tried to reform the USSR by restructuring the econ-
omy, known as “perestroika”, and encouraging greater 
openness - “glasnost”.
But his reforms did not go far enough - they failed to stim-
ulate the economy and sparked off greater demands from 
Soviet republics for independence.
In August 1991 Mr Gorbachev was almost outsted in an 
attempted coup by Communist hardliners. He returned to 
power but had lost so much prestige that by December he 
was forced to resign.
The USSR ceased to exist and fractured into single states.
Since then, Mr Gorbachev always popular in the West, has 
become a regular on the celebrity guest speaker and sem-
inar circuit.
He is seen as one of the people responsible for ending the 
Cold War and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990.
His wife Raisa died in September 1999 from cancer.
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cineteatro
12 - 17 Dec

JUMANJI, THE NEXT LEVEL
Room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Jake Kasdan
Starring:  Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Kevin Hart, Karen Gillian
Language: English
Duration: 123min

BRING ME HOME
Room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Kim Seung-Woo
Starring:  Lee Young-Ae, You Checa-Myung, Park Hac-Jun
Language: Korean (Chinese/English)
Duration: 99min

LAST CHRISTMAS
Room 2
9:30
Director: Paul Feig
Starring:  Emilia Clarke, Henry Golding, Michelle Yeoh
Language: English
Duration: 103min

THE WHISTLEBLOWER
Room 3
2:30, 5:00, 9:30pm
Director: Xue Xiaolu
Starring: Tang Wei, Lei Jiayin
Language: Putonghua (Chinese/English)
Duration: 99min

FROZEN II
Room 3
7:30pm
Director: Chris Buck, Jennifer Lee
Starring:  Kristen Bell, Jonathan Groff, Idina Menzel
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 103min
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1-Cancer’s critter; 5- Secret organization; 10- ___ It Romantic?; 14- Do 

followers; 15- Accumulate; 16- 1963 role for Liz; 17- Bad time for Caesar; 18- No 
bid; 19- Icicle site; 20- Capital of Massachusetts; 22- Without weapons; 24- Fink; 25- 
Cancun coin; 26- Wide view of an extensive area; 30- Leases; 35- Will Smith biopic; 36- 
Comparative suffix; 37- Distinguishing characteristic; 38- Trustful; 41- Easily broken; 
43- At attention; 44- Assayer’s sample; 45- Fam. reunion attendee; 46- Prescribed 
amounts; 47- Computer programs; 50- Pulls the plug on; 53- Non’s opposite; 54- City 
in S Argentina; 58- Alleviation of pain; 62- Evens the score; 63- Fatty part of milk; 66- 
“Damn Yankees” vamp; 67- To be, in Toulouse; 68- Hoist; 69- Like a line, briefly; 70- 
Propagative part of a plant; 71- Messed up; 72- ___ Only Just Begun;
 
DOWN 1- Child’s bed; 2- Change decor; 3- Iowa city; 4- European-style restaurant; 5- 
Preserve; 6- Sound booster; 7- JFK watchdog; 8- Magazine copy; 9- Orgs.; 10- Bakery 
worker; 11- Close with force; 12- Actress 
Campbell; 13- Nailed obliquely; 21- Boat 
propeller; 23- Large artery; 25- Acceptable 
score for a professional golfer; 26- Trimmed; 
27- Olds model; 28- Frasier’s brother; 29- 
Assembled; 31- Unit of work; 32- Monetary 
unit of Nigeria; 33- Floor worker; 34- Stone 
marker; 39- Rocks in a glass; 40- Away 
from port; 41- To’s partner; 42- Improved 
in conduct; 44- CIA precursor; 48- Mon. 
follower; 49- Osier; 51- Recess in a wall; 52- 
Challenger; 54- Colorado natives; 55- Place; 
56- Roll-call response; 57- Secondhand; 59- 
Actress Skye; 60- Hgt.; 61- Grow dim; 64- 
Musical aptitude; 65- Hail, to Caesar;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
All of  the enthusiastic people 
around you might be driving 
you a bit nuts today. You are 
simply not feeling the love 
like they are, and you are in 
no mood for the pep rally.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Any type of  communication 
will be entertaining today, from 
emails to short chats to rolled 
eyes! Sharing the latest news, 
gossip and controversies with 
other people is a fun thing to do.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Have you been suspicious of  a 
person who is just outside of  your 
social circle for a while? Their words 
have not always matched their 
actions, and their flighty behavior 
has been driving you nuts.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
When someone reaches out to 
you today, be as receptive to them 
as you have time to be. Stifle your 
urge to not get involved with 
someone you don’t know very 
well.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There are a lot of  demanding 
people around you right now. 
Aren’t they in for a surprise 
when you let them know that 
you have your own plan, and 
are going to follow it?

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You won’t be too interested in 
what the outside world has to offer 
right now—you’d much rather 
explore the ideas in your own mind. 
Creativity is an important part of  
who you are.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If  you have to spend time 
with someone who you don’t 
really respect today, try not to 
be unfriendly. Smile and treat 
them the way you would like 
them to treat you.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Today, getting social in a big 
group of  new people is not going 
to be as appealing to you as 
staying at home will be. It’s not 
that you will be feeling shy or 
antisocial.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You will do a wonderful time 
of  entertaining yourself  during 
lulls in the day, which is a good 
thing—because there are going 
to be quite a few. And no one to 
interrupt them.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Children need to be disciplined in 
order to grow up to be considerate, 
mature people—but grownups 
need order in their lives to stay 
considerate and mature. There is too 
much disarray in your life right now

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You will have a wonderful time 
just watching the world go by 
today—there is so much beauty 
there that you had never noticed 
before! Your creativity feeds off 
this type of  realization.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Have conviction in everything 
you do today—no matter what 
it is. Today, you have to commit 
to what you are doing, even if  it’s 
just shopping, visiting a friend, or 
going to a movie.

  Aquarius Pisces
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A famous Belgian carnival 
was removed from the 

U.N.’s cultural heritage list on 
Friday following complaints 
that its most recent edition 
contained blatant displays of  
anti-Semitism.

The Aalst carnival was taken 
off UNESCO’s Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list during 
a meeting in Colombia’s capi-
tal city, becoming the first cul-
tural tradition stricken from 
the U.N.’s global inventory of  
cultural practices.

The festivity was critici-
zed by anti-discrimination 
groups after this year’s edi-
tion included a float depic-
ting Jews with sidecurls and 
oversized noses atop piles of  
money. A document filed by 
UNESCO’s secretariat said 
the event goes against the or-
ganization’s principles, inclu-
ding a clause stating that cul-
tural expressions included in 
the list should foster respect 
among communities.

“They can continue to do 
the festival. We are not oppo-
sing that” said Ernesto Ot-
tone, UNESCO’s assistant 
director-general for culture. 
“What we don’t want is the 

brand of  UNESCO on a fes-
tival that for (some) may be 
humor, but for us is mockery 
of  some communities.”

Belgium’s government re-
quested that the carnival to 
be taken off the UNESCO list 
following several complaints 
by groups that the event was 
permissive of  displays of  an-
ti-Semitism. 

Ottone said that town of-
ficials were warned several 
times about anti-Semitic sym-
bolism in previous versions of  
the carnival but failed to take 
actions that would “draw a 

line” on what kind of  floats 
and displays were acceptable. 

The Aalst Carnival was in-
cluded in the UNESCO list 
in 2010, and is described in 
the organization’s website 
as an event with a “slightly 
subversive atmosphere” that 
celebrates the unity of  the 
Flemish-speaking town. 

The final decision to remove 
the carnival from the cultu-
ral heritage list was made by 
a 24-nation committee that 
meets each year to review no-
minations, and new ways to 
safeguard traditions.

A Miami couple who 
bought a headline-

-grabbing banana duct-ta-
ped to a wall have acknow-
ledged the absurdity of  
the artwork, but say they 
believe it will become an 
icon and plan to gift it to a 
museum.

Billy and Beatrice Cox 
said in a statement that 
they spent more than 
$100,000 on the “unicorn 
of  the art world” after 
seeing “the public debate it 
sparked about art and our 
society.” 

The conceptual artwork 
— “Comedian,” by Ita-
lian artist Maurizio Catte-
lan — was the talk of  last 
week’s Art Basel Miami. 
The artist sold three edi-
tions, each in the $120,000 
to $150,000 range, accor-
ding to the Perrotin gallery.

“We are acutely aware of  
the blatant absurdity of  the 
fact that ‘Comedian’ is an 
otherwise inexpensive and 
perishable piece of  produ-
ce and a couple inches of  
duct tape,” the Coxes said. 
“Ultimately we sense that 

Cattelan’s banana will be-
come an iconic historical 
object.” 

The piece became such a 
focus of  gawking that the 
gallery removed it Sunday 
for the final day to encou-
rage viewers to see the rest 
of  the art fair.

The Miami couple — 
whose purchase included 
a “certificate of  authenti-
city” along with the bana-
na and the piece of  tape 
— said they plan to loan 
and later gift the work to 
an unspecified art institu-

tion in hopes of  attracting 
new generations to the 
museum.

The couple compa-
red the artwork to Andy 
Warhol’s now iconic 
“Campbell’s Soup Cans,” 
which said was initially 
“met with mockery.”

Critics reasoned they 
could easily recreate the 
pricey art following a qui-
ck trip to the grocery sto-
re, but the gallery said in a 
statement that certificates 
of  authenticity are crucial 
in conceptual art.

Couple who bought $120k 
banana art sense it will be iconic

Belgian carnival removed from 
UNESCO list over racism row
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Tiger Woods caps comeback year 
by leading emotional team win
DOUG FERGUSON, 
MELBOURNE

T
HE emotions poured 
out of Tiger Woods, just 
like they did at Augusta 
National in the spring, 

except this felt different. The Mas-
ters was for him.

This was for 11 players — at 
times his teammates, always un-
der his captaincy — who deli-
vered another American victory 
in the Presidents Cup and a mo-
ment that nearly brought Woods 
to tears. And when the decisive 
point was on the board Sunday at 
Royal Melbourne, Woods celebra-
ted with everyone he could find 
by hugging them hard enough to 
take the breath out of them.

“Any time you have moments 
where you’re able to do some-
thing that is bigger than us as 
an individual, it’s so much more 
meaningful and so much more 
special,” he said.

The Americans felt the same 
way. Trailing for the first time in 
16 years, they followed his lead. 
Woods, the first playing captain 
in 25 years, went out in the first of 
12 singles matches and outlasted 
Abraham Ancer to set the Presi-
dents Cup record by winning his 
27th match.

It also set the tone for his team. 

Patrick Reed, winless in three 
matches and heckled so badly 
for his rules violation last week 
in the Bahamas that his caddie 
shoved a spectator and was kept 
from working the final day, was 6 
up through seven holes. Dustin 
Johnson, playing for the first time 
since the Tour Championship be-
cause of knee surgery, was 4 up 
through seven holes.

Perhaps most inspiring was 
Tony Finau in the second match. 
He was 4 down to Hideki Mat-
suyama through 10 holes when 
Finau won the next four and ear-
ned a half-point that put even 
more pressure on the Internatio-
nal team.

Matt Kuchar delivered the 
winning point without even 
winning his match. His 5-foot bir-
die putt on the 17th hole assured 
the Americans the half-point they 
needed to win for the eighth strai-
ght time.

The last two matches ended 
in halves for a 16-14 score. The 
Americans tied a Presidents Cup 
record with an 8-4 margin in 
singles, the largest since the first 
event in 1994.

“It was really cool being part 
of this team and having Tiger as 
captain,” Kuchar said. “We had a 
roomful of some of the greatest 
golfers in the world, and when 

he speaks, we listen. I think all of 
us will look back and have these 
pictures hanging on our walls and 
say, ‘We played for and alongside 
Tiger Woods, the greatest player 
ever.’ It was awesome.”

It was crushing for the Interna-
tionals, hoping to end two deca-
des without a victory. 

Ernie Els, who has finished se-
cond to Woods more times than 
anyone in golf, assembled the 
youngest International team ever 
and inspired them with equal do-
ses of purpose and analytics. It 
had the lead going into Sunday 
for the first time since 2003, the 
tie in South Africa.

It just didn’t have enough to 
cross the line.

“I followed a plan, and it di-
dn’t quite work out, but we came 
damn close,” Els said. “If you 
compare our team on paper with 
other teams in other sport, you 
would have laughed us out of the 
building. But we gave it a hell of a 
go and we came mightily close to 
winning and upsetting one of the 
greatest golf teams of all time.”

That team included the grea-
test player of his generation. 
Woods was appointed captain in 
March 2018 and suggested he mi-
ght be a playing captain, which he 
later said was a joke.

And then he won the Masters, 

his 15th major and first in 11 
years, to cap off a comeback from 
injury made even more meanin-
gful by the hugs he shared with 
family and those who never left 
his side.

Two weeks before he filled out 
his team with four captain’s picks, 
Woods won in Japan for his 82nd 
career victory, leaving him no 
choice but to be the first captain 
to pick himself.

He was the only player to go 
undefeated at Royal Melbourne, 
winning twice with Justin Tho-
mas and on his own ball against 
Ancer, one of seven rookies for 
the Internationals.

“We were very inspired to play 
for Tiger — with Tiger — and it’s 
so satisfying to win this cup be-
cause of that,” Finau said.

Emotions were raw on the golf 
course as the Americans celebra-
ted their first comeback since the 
four-point deficit at Brookline in 
the 1999 Ryder Cup.

In his TV interview, Woods 
was fighting back tears, yet ano-
ther indication to his players how 
much it meant.

“I love seeing other people 
cry, especially Tiger Woods,” said 
Steve Stricker, one of three vice 
captains who allowed Woods to 
hold dual roles at Royal Melbour-
ne. And then Stricker had to hold 

back tears of his own.
The International team at least 

kept it close, unlike two years ago 
at Liberty National when it was 
one putt away from being elimi-
nated on Saturday.

Even with so much American 
red on the scoreboards, the In-
ternationals still had a chance in 
the final hour. Matsuyama lost a 
1-up lead with a three-putt from 
25 feet that led to the halve with 
Finau. Adam Hadwin had a 15-
foot birdie putt to beat Bryson 
DeChambeau on the 18th hole, 
but had to settle for a halve when 
he missed on the high side.

Louis Oosthuizen lost a 3-up 
lead at the turn against Kuchar, 
who caught up on the 15th hole 
and set off the celebration two 
holes later. Their matched ended 
in a halve.

At the closing ceremony, the 
Internationals stood with their 
arms crossed. The frustration was 
evident, even among the seven 
rookies.

The Americans now lead the 
series 11-1-1, the only Internatio-
nal victory coming at Royal Mel-
bourne in 1998.

“I’m disappointed. That’s all 
I can say,” said Adam Scott, who 
has played nine straight Presi-
dents Cups without winning. 
“But I like what’s happening in 
the future. I can’t wait for another 
crack at it.”

The Internationals likely will 
want Els to return as captain. As 
for Woods?

“We are going to have those 
conversations in the future, but 
not right now,” Woods said. “We 
are going to enjoy this one.” AP
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Carrie Lam to update 
Xi Jinping on HK situation

Hong Kong’s beleaguered Chief Executive Carrie Lam has arri-
ved in Beijing on a trip to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and other senior officials, where she will give an update on the 
violent protests that have gripped the city for the past six months.

The visit by Lam, whose administration has been fiercely cri-
ticized for its handling of the unrest, comes after an estimated 
800,000 people took to the streets in a demonstration last week, 
and follows a landslide victory by opposition pro-democracy par-
ties over her pro-establishment allies in local elections.

“The purpose of the duty visit is to give a full account of what 
has happened in Hong Kong over the past year,” Lam said in a 
press briefing on December 10. “Particularly what has happened 
in Hong Kong in the last six months.”

Protests have raged in Asia’s premier financial hub since June, 
when large crowds took to the streets to oppose a controversial 
extraditions bill. Although Lam’s government eventually with-
drew the proposed law, the protesters’ demands have since broa-
dened.

OPINION
World Views
Lionel Laurent, Bloomberg

Bangladesh At least 10 
people were killed in a 
fire at a factory outside 
Bangladesh’s capital 
yesterday, the second 
deadly factory fire in the 
area in less than a week, 
officials said. The fire 
broke out Sunday evening 
in the Luxury Fan Factory 
in the Gazipur area 
outside of Dhaka.

Lebanon Attackers in 
northern Lebanon set 
fire to the offices of two 
major political parties 
yesterday, the state-run 
National News Agency 
said. The assaults came 
just hours after the capital 
Beirut was rocked by the 
most violent government 
crackdown on protesters 
since nationwide 
demonstrations began 
two months ago.

Nepal A bus carrying Hindu 
pilgrims drove off a highway 
and crashed in Nepal 
yesterday, killing 14 people 
and injuring 18, police said.
The pilgrims were returning 
home after visiting the 
famed Hindu Kalinchowk 
Bhagwati temple when the 
bus veered off the highway 
about 80 kilometers east 
of the capital, Kathmandu, 
police official Prajwal 
Maharjan said.

New Zealand A second 
land search of the volcanic 
White Island yesterday 
failed to locate the bodies 
of the last two victims of 
an eruption that has now 
claimed 16 lives, most of 
them tourists. New Zealand 
police confirmed the 16th 
victim died Saturday at 
Sydney’s Concord Hospital.
More on p13

UK There will be no letup 
for U.K. lawmakers worn 
out after Britain’s bruising 
election campaign. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
is set to begin “before 
Christmas” the push to 
secure Parliamentary 
approval for his Brexit deal. 
Buoyed by its landslide 
victory in Thursday’s 
election, Johnson’s 
Conservative government 
plans to move fast to make 
good on his campaign 
mantra to “get Brexit 
done.” More on p14-15

Here for the winter. Migratory birds fly above the Shenzhen Bay near the southern Chinese 
city. Along the coastal areas of the Shenzhen Bay, a mangrove forest is the habitat for some 

100,000 annual migratory birds covering 40 different species.

Xinhua/Mao Siqian THE DECISIVE MOMENT
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Brussels prepares for 
its next Brexit punch-up

After a year of gridlock in Westminster that has frus-
trated the U.K.’s attempts to leave the European Union 
on amicable terms, British voters have handed Boris 
Johnson a thumping majority to do just that. They mi-
ght also be handing Brussels a tough new competitor on 
Europe’s doorstep.

This is sobering for the EU, which is on course to lose 
an important economic and defense partner worth 14% 
of the bloc’s gross domestic product. It could have been 
much worse, of course: A messy “no-deal” Brexit has 
been averted, the remaining 27 members have stayed 
united and key negotiating objectives have been achie-
ved: including the U.K. meeting its financial obligations, 
guaranteeing EU citizens’ rights and avoiding a hard 
Irish border.

Any relief is likely to be short-lived, however. The EU 
has to rebuild its relationship with a neighbor that hosts 
Europe’s No. 1 financial services hub, accounts for 40% 
of its military power and does about 640 billion pounds 
($853 billion) of yearly trade with the bloc. The easy part 
is getting the Brits out of the door; the hard part is deci-
ding how far to let them back in.

If it were up to Johnson, this would be simple. He is 
championing a bespoke EU trade deal, which he re-
ckons can be signed in 11 months and which he says 
would ensure minimal disruption. It wouldn’t comple-
tely offset the financial impact of leaving the bloc: The 
U.K. in a Changing Europe think tank estimates a 1.1% 
to 2.6% hit to GDP. But it’s better than no deal whatsoe-
ver.

Unfortunately for the Gung-ho Johnson, the EU is a 
cautious beast by nature. Over the past three years, the 
Brexiters have regularly trumpeted their preferred kind 
of economic model: A rollback of EU rules that they see 
as costly and unnecessary, a new U.S. trade deal that 
would give President Donald Trump a deregulating 
foothold in Europe and a low-tax regime that some des-
cribe as “Singapore-on-Thames.” Does anyone really 
expect the EU to give preferential market access to a tax 
haven on its border? 

That’s why the warm wishes for Johnson from the EU’s 
leaders carried a subtle sting. “We will negotiate a futu-
re trade deal which ensures a true level playing field,” 
tweeted the new EU Council President Charles Michel. 
What this level playing field means exactly isn’t set in 
stone, but the EU will make sure that access to its market 
is tied to accepting its rules.

Zero tariffs and zero quotas between the soon-to-be-
-former partners are entirely possible, but they would 
only come with zero dumping, says the EU’s Brexit ne-
gotiator Michel Barnier. Brussels won’t open up to the 
City of London without making sure it abides by the 
same rules as Paris, Frankfurt and Dublin.

It’s unlikely that these talks will be easy. There’s no 
telling what negotiating persona Johnson will choo-
se. Optimists believe his solid majority will soften his 
approach; he won’t be so beholden to Brexit hardliners 
in his parliamentary party and he’ll need to safeguard 
the interests of the blue-collar voters that he seduced 
away from Labour (rather than just keeping rule-hating 
hedge funds sweet). 

Still, Johnson’s strong mandate to “get Brexit done” 
may encourage him to play hardball. Trump, who has 
slapped the EU with trade tariffs, is on his side. France’s 
Emmanuel Macron is keen to bolster bilateral relations 
with the U.K. — to protect French fisheries and harness 
Britain’s military might. Angela Merkel, a lame duck 
in German politics, may want to avoid a standoff that 
threatens her country’s faltering economy.

It would be folly, however, to believe that the EU will 
move far from the painstaking, legalistic approach that 
has served it pretty well since the Brexit vote in 2016. As 
ever, the defining purpose of Brussels will be to defend 
the single market and the rules that govern it. [Abridged]

Longest UN climate 
talks end with no deal

MARATHON interna-
tional climate talks 

closed yesterday with ne-
gotiators postponing until 
next year a key decision on 
global carbon markets.

After two weeks of ne-
gotiations on tackling 
global warming, delega-
tes from almost 200 na-
tions passed declarations 
calling for greater ambi-
tion in cutting planet-hea-
ting greenhouse gases and 
in helping poor countries 
suffering the effects of cli-
mate change. But despite 
holding the longest clima-
te talks ever in 25 nearly 
annual editions they left 
one of the thorniest issues 
for the next summit in 
Glasgow, in a year’s time.

After more than 40 hou-
rs of overtime, sleep-de-
prived delegates began 
holding a closing plenary 
Sunday morning in the 
Spanish capital of Madrid.

Among the early docu-
ments to be passed was 
the “Chile-Madrid Time 
for Action” declaration 
calling on countries to im-
prove their current pled-
ges to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. That is nee-
ded to come in line with 
the 2015 Paris Agreement 
target of avoiding a tem-
perature increase of more 
than 1.5 degrees Celsius 
(2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) 
by the end of the century.

So far, the world is on 
course for a 3- to 4-degree 
Celsius rise, with poten-
tially dramatic consequen-
ces for many countries.

Countries also agreed 
to designate funds for the 
most vulnerable coun-
tries to compensate them 
for the effects of extreme 
weather events, one of 
the most pressing issues 
for small island states and 
other developing nations.

But environmental 
groups and activists ac-
cused the world’s richer 
countries of showing little 
commitment to seriously 
tackling climate change.

“The Paris Agreement 
may have been the victim 
of a hit-and-run by a han-
dful of powerful carbon 
economies, but they are 
on the wrong side of this 
struggle, the wrong side 
of history,” said Jennifer 
Morgan, Greenpeace In-
ternational’s executive di-
rector.

The talks have been 
accompanied at times by 
angry protests from indi-
genous and environmen-
tal groups, both inside and 
outside the venue. The 
demonstrations reflected 
growing frustration, parti-
cularly among young peo-
ple, at the slow pace of go-
vernment efforts to curb 
climate change. MDT/AP

AP
 P

H
O

TO


