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A DRAFT BILL TO IMPOSE AGE ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT MACAU RESIDENTS EXPRESSED
RESTRICTIONS ON THE SALE OF OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FOR A VISITOR
ALCOHOL IS RUNNING BEHIND SYMBOLS UNITE AND DIVIDE TAX, BUT INDUSTRY OPERATORS AND
SCHEDULE o HONG KONG PROTESTERS . TOURISTS REJECTED IT e
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B9 POLICE CHIEFASKEDTO
~ DISPELYOUTHS' FEAR

yesterday. Vice Premier

Liu He, Beijing's chief

envoy in talks with

Washington over their

tariff war, had been

expected to attend aP2

the signing but the
Commerce Ministry's
statement was the first
official confirmation.
Washington postponed
planned tariff

increases following the
announcement of the
"Phase 1" deal in October.

China A preliminary
investigation into viral
pneumoniaillnesses
sickening dozens of
people in and around
China has identified the
possible cause as a new
type of coronavirus,
state media said
yesterday. Chinese
health authorities did
not immediately confirm
the report from state
broadcaster CCTV.
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Japan One of the
creative directors

for this year's Tokyo
Olympics has resigned
following allegations of
what are being termed
"power harassment.”
Kaoru Sugano stepped
away from the position
last month and his

resignation was \}APING
confirmed yesterday by

the Tokyo organizing ( )
o5 ‘LIFESTYLE
organizers said Sugano

had been disciplined for
conduct at his employer l 'NDER
Dentsu, the giant

Japanese advertising and
marketing agency that ATTA

is handling much of the I(
promotion for the Tokyo
Olympics.
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REGIONAL COOPERATION
NEEDED FOR
TELEMARKETING
CRACKDOWN

The Office for Personal Data Protection
(GPDP) wants to work more closely

with other regions to combat illicit
telemarketing tactics. In the GPDP's

reply to lawmaker Sulu Sou's earlier
interpellation, the office stated that it had
difficulties in terms of cross-boundary
law enforcement when cracking down

on telemarketing tactics. The GPDP will
enhance communications with other
regions in order to draft a feasible plan for
cross-border law enforcement. Currently,
the GPDP has one hotline receiving
residents’ reports concerning personal
data. The office disagreed with Sulu Sou,
who criticized the reporting procedure

as inconvenient. The office said that no
abnormalities have appeared with the
GPDP's current reporting mechanism.

LAWMAKER WANTS
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL OF
ADMINISTRATION

Lawmaker Lei Chan U has once again
proposed that the local government
establish a government school of
administration, with the purpose of
training civil servants. Lei wrote to the
local government asking about training
for civil servants. He argued that Macau's
current civil servant training system and
methods were not able to meet society's
demands in terms of public services.
The lawmaker revived his old idea of
establishing a government school of
administration to train civil servants. He
had previously made this suggestion

in 2017, before he was a lawmaker. He
asked whether the current government
would consider establishing such a
school and start looking for educators.
Mainland China has its equivalent, the
China National School of Administration,
also called the Central Party School of the
Communist Party of China.

DSPA HIGHLIGHTS
RESULTS IN ELECTRONICS’
RECYCLING

The Environmental Protection Bureau
(DSPA) said it has recorded positive
results in the latest electronics recycling
program. The local government began
implementing a new recycling program
from January 1 for more types of
electronics and electrical devices,
including refrigerators, air conditioners,
washing machines, television sets and
computers. It has also been providing
free door-to-door recycling collection
services. As of yesterday, a total of

572 items have beenrecycled by the
DSPA. The bureau also received 147
appointments for recycling collections
services. More than 350 buildings have
signed up for the building recycling
scheme. The DSPA believes that the
number will continue to increase in future.
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Police chief asked to
dispel youths' fear of
surveillance cameras

ANTHONY LAM

E heads of some
Macau media outlets
yesterday expressed
their belief at a Judi-
ciary Police (P]) media semi-
nar that young people had mi-
sunderstood the purpose and
scope of public surveillance
cameras. Their comments are
a response to public criticism
of the under-development
surveillance system and what
many see as a lack of detailed
legislation governing it.

The media representatives
also said that these same you-
ng people in Macau have been
misinformed by the inciden-
ts taking place in Hong Kong,
and have begun to feel anxious
about the surveillance camera
system.

They asked the PJ director,
Sit Chong Meng, to make cla-
rifications on the use of the
system.

The PJ director explained
the procedure which must be
followed if any PJ investigation
team needs to filter informa-
tion from the raw footage cap-
tured by the cameras.

Currently, the department
supervising the surveillance
camera system is an informa-
tion technology department,
rather than an investigative

department.

“If any investigation depart-
ment needs to access the foo-
tage, first and foremost, there
must be a case,” said Sit. “If
you don’t have a case number,
I'm sorry, no access for you.”

Afterwards, a form must be
completed and signed by the
head of the investigation team
before being submitted for
approval by the information
technology team.

Even with access granted,
the competent investigators
can only view the footage at
the information technology
department, with their pho-
ne kept outside of the viewing
room. Furthermore, the com-
puter keeps a record of all the
viewing conducted.

Unless it is a life-threate-
ning situation, such as an Al-
zheimer’s disease patient who
has gone missing, a case num-
ber is the key to opening the
first door, according to the PJ
head.

He expressly disclosed that
there were complaints re-
garding the time-consuming
nature of the procedures. Sit
believes, however, that guide-
lines from the Unitary Police
Service, which are currently in
effect, must be followed.

At the interview session
held following the seminar, Sit,
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who constantly reiterated the
efficiency and effectiveness of
solving crimes with the help
of surveillance cameras, was
asked once again about the
system. He made reference to
the system’s utility at the semi-
nar.

“I cannot emphasize enou-
gh that the surveillance came-
ra system is extremely helpful
in solving street crimes,” the
PJ head stressed. “Like I have
mentioned several times, we
traced down certain suspects
with the help of the surveillan-
ce camera system in a murder
case last year.”

The PJ chief was referring to
a case that took place in Cotai,
caused by conflicts between
prostitution gangs. Sit also
disclosed that a number of ro-
bbery cases were also solved
using the system.

In the fourth phase of the
project, cameras will be instal-
led in less populous areas. Sit
believes that the addition of
surveillance cameras in such
areas will deter those inclined
to commit crimes.

Last year, the Secretary for
Security, Wong Sio Chak, dis-
closed that his authorities
would start testing the techno-
logy from 2020, but that date
was later postponed.

The Cyber Security Law was

Kowie Geldenhuys

Advertisement

also discussed during yester-
day’s seminar, which came
into effect on December 22
last year. At the same time, the
PJ officially launched its Cyber
Security Incident Alert and
Emergency Center. The law
raised concerns among mem-
bers of the younger generation
too.

Sit explained that under the
stipulation of the law, his bu-
reau can only monitor the flow
of data at a particular time.
The particulars of the data will
remain unknown to the PJ.

“Of course, further details
and guidelines [on the PJ’s au-
thority] need to be deemed by
future meetings of the Cyber
Security Commission,” Sit ad-
ded.

As for a new law, also enac-
ted on December 22, that re-
quires the buyer of prepaid
SIM cards to be registered, the
PJ was told by various sources,
including telecom operators
and independent sellers, that
customers abide by the law wi-
thout hesitation.

Some who bought the SIM
card before the enactment of
the law had even returned to
have their identities registered
with the operators, said the
police director, who was not
able to cite the number of such
cases yesterday.
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SURVEY The more frequently Macau re-

MAJORITY OF MACAU RESIDENTS
SAY THEY TRUST BEIJING

JULIE ZHU

EVENTY-EIGHT percent of lo-

cal residents say they trust the
central government in Beijing, a
survey released by the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and Technology
has shown.

Yesterday, the school’'s Macau
Media Research Center released
a report on Macau residents’ new
media habits. For the first time,
the center measured local resi-
dents’ levels of trust towards and
views on both the central govern-
ment and the Macau local gover-
nment.

Local residents put less faith in
the Macau government than the
central government in Beijing, ac-
cording to the survey, with about
72% of respondents saying they
trusted the local authorities.

The rest of the respondents
either distrusted the two govern-
ments or did not express a clear
opinion.

Age and an interest in following
new media were both positively
correlated with the level of trust
resident respondents had in the

DANIEL BEITLER

governments. Meanwhile, income
had a negative correlation, mea-
ning that the more money a res-
pondent made, the less confiden-
ce they had in the local and central
governments.

More than 80% of responden-
ts follow at least one social media
account belonging to a traditional
media organization. About half
followed official government ac-
counts on social media, while 61%
followed those of at least one pri-
vate enterprise.

The survey also found that Ma-
cau residents who followed an of-
ficial WeChat account were more
likely to trust the government.
Forty-four percent of respondents
followed bloggers on WeChat.

However, Key Opinion Leaders
(KOLs), a term to describe people
who are very influential on the in-
ternet and social media, tended to
drag down Macau residents’ con-
fidence in both the central gover-
nment and the local government.
Those who followed KOLs tended

to have less confidence in the go-
vernment.

The survey showed that only
22% of respondents followed
KOLs, suggesting that “Macau resi-
dents pay less attention to KOLs,”
according to Guo Yu, an associate
professor at the Macau University
of Science and Technology’s Fa-
culty of Humanities and Arts.

Guo remarked that “this is a
really good sign for the Macau go-
vernment if it wishes to lead pu-
blic opinion.”

sidents engaged with traditional
media, the more trust they had
in the central government, the
survey found. It did not specify
whether non-Chinese-language
media was included in the survey.

A higher level of trust in the
governments was also recorded
among respondents who engaged
with entertainment and leisure
media.

Most of the respondents also
said that they were confident
about the development of the
‘one country, two systems’ policy
framework in Macau and about
the city’s own economic develop-
ment.

In August 2019, the Public Se-
curity Police Force refused to
allow a demonstration to be held
opposing the perceived brutality
of the actions of Hong Kong po-
lice authorities last year. Forty-
four percent of the respondents
“highly supported” this decision.
Guo concluded that Macau resi-
dents “very much cherish local
security and stability.”

Less popular were responden-
ts’ views on Macau’s participation
in the Greater Bay Area initiati-
ve. Whereas 42% of respondents
agreed that the central govern-
ment’s Greater Bay Area policies
were beneficial to Macau, only
38% support the city’s integration
into the region.
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Authorities say e-cigarette risks
justify ban on vaping 'lifestyle’

RENATO MARQUES

ACAU’S initial dis-

trust of electronic

cigarettes  (e-ciga-

rettes) is becoming
more popular among other coun-
tries and regions around the wor-
Id, where attitudes towards the
once-lauded alternative to tradi-
tional smoking are beginning to
change.

E-cigarettes, as well as vapo-
rizers that allow the inhalation
of flavored vapor (commonly
known as vaping), were included
in the smoking ban bill amend-
ment passed in 2017. The ban
prohibits the sale and advertising
of vaping products, but does not
criminalize their consumption.

Local health authorities jus-
tify the ban using recent studies
showing some of the harms that
might arise from the use of e-ci-
garettes. However, not everyone
is convinced of the effectiveness
of the law.

Proponents of e-cigarettes say
they can be used as a replace-
ment for traditional tobacco pro-
ducts to help smokers quit.

Critics argue that the product
is more attractive to young peo-
ple than traditional cigarettes and
might lead to habitual smoking at
earlier ages. Of further concern
was that in some cases, e-cigare-
tte products were found to con-
tain tetrahydrocannabinol, can-
nabidiol or amphetamines, all of
which are illicit substances with
addictive potential in addition to
the existing nicotine present in

tobacco products.

Local ‘vapers’ heard by the Ti-
mes admit that while the ban on
the sale and advertising of the
products might have restricted
consumers’ access to the product,
it has not been able to entirely su-
ppress it. They told the Times that
the ban has had a relatively low
impact in terms of lowering the
use of vaping products.

A Filipino national and admi-
nistrator of a local social media
group dedicated to vaping, who
wished to remain anonymous,
said that “it used to be easier [to
vape] as there were shops where
we can buy the liquids. [After the
ban,] they closed them but we
can still buy outside of Macau.”

Acquiring his vaping produc-
ts mostly in the Philippines, the
source said that vaping for the
members of the group is “more
than a habit. It is a lifestyle.”

“When we go somewhere whe-
re vaping products are allowed,
we buy [them] and bring [them
back] for personal use or some-
times we trade among group
members. It’'s not a business, it’s
sharing,” he remarked.

Another user, a local resident
surnamed Santos, told the Times
that the ban was an “exaggerated
response.”

“I think it really is an exag-
gerated response to ban [these
products from being sold]. Many
countries have issued warnings
and explained the risks, then it’s
up to each person to make indi-
vidual choices,” Santos said, ad-
ding, “contrary to normal cigare-

ttes, vaping does not cause harm
to passive smokers, although it
may cause harm to the users.
Again, is not a case of public
health.”

Questioned on why he thinks
the government implemented
the swift ban while other coun-
tries have taken time to evaluate
the consequences of the activity,
Santos remarked, “we are already
used to that in Macau.”

“When something touches the
business interests of a few im-
portant people, laws are easy to
approve and fast to enforce,” he
said, hinting that the ban could be
related to interests in the tobacco
business.

Vaping has soared in popula-
rity over the last decade, growing
from about 7 million users in
2011 to 41 million in 2018. Even as
countries such as the U.S. are be-
ginning to review their laws on va-
ping, market research group Eu-
romonitor has estimated that the
number of vapers worldwide may
climb to 55 million by next year.

Local associations dedicated
to the promotion of a smoke-free
society and healthy living have
praised the government’s tough
stance. They say more deterrent
measures are needed.

This is the case of the Smoke-
-free & Healthy Life Association of
Macau (SHALM), which proposes
three additional measures to be
adopted by the authorities.

“We think the ban on e-ciga-
rettes is very necessary, and we
feel fortunate that the Macau go-
vernment implemented the law

of e-cigarettes control in time,
especially when we read the re-
ports about the outbreak of lung
damage associated with the use
of e-cigarettes in the U.S.,” said
Brenda Chan, executive director
of SHLAM.

As of November 20 last year,
the United States Centers for Di-
sease Control and Prevention had
recorded a total of 2,290 cases of
lung problems derived from the
use of e-cigarettes, with 47 fatal
cases. The Philippines recently re-
ported the first case in the country
of lung damage caused by e-ciga-
rette use.

Chan also said that although
the existing measures have achie-
ved some positive results in the
decline of smoking activities, na-
mely among the younger genera-
tion, there is still a lot of work to
be done.

“We suggest expanding the
non-smoking areas in outdoor
public places, like main streets,
and commercial centers,” said
Chan, as well as “increasing the
tobacco tax and an implementa-
tion of the plain tobacco packa-
ging [restrictions].”

The plain packaging of tobacco
products highlighted by SHLAM
has already been implemented in
countries such as Australia (2012),
France and the United King-
dom (2016), Norway and Ireland
(2017), New Zealand and Hungary
(2018), Uruguay (2019) and Slove-
nia (2020).

Another anti-smoking group
said that the measures under-
taken by the government were hi-

ghly positive, but that more work
was needed in the enforcement of
the law.

“The most critical part is on
how to enhance law enforce-
ment,” said Viviana Lai, the di-
rector general of the Macau Youth
Stop Smoking Action Network As-
sociation.

“The current law already
clearly states that smoking is not
allowed indoors and on public
transportation. However, most
citizens in Macau still can easily
smell cigarette smoke on some
public transportation, such as
taxis. Without an effective execu-
tion method, the law is just hollow
words.”

Lai also remarked on the dan-
gers of e-cigarettes, saying that
besides containing some of the
same chemical compounds as
tobacco products (often, but not
always, including nicotine), e-ci-
garettes are also easier to hide
and transport and therefore more
convenient than regular smoking.

“Banning the sale of electro-
nic cigarettes is a brilliant idea,
as when compared with traditio-
nal cigarettes, the electronic ci-
garette is smaller in size, easy to
hide, [produces] less smell, and
no lighter [is required],” said Lai.
“All these ‘advantages’ contribute
to encouraging the youth to try
them because it’s difficult for the
activity to be discovered by their
parents,” said Lai.

Lai also said that many youn-
gsters are unaware about the pro-
duct’s dangers.

“Most of them believe elec-
tronic cigarettes do not contain
nicotine, so they will not become
addicted to it. However, recent
research shows that electronic
cigarette smokers are the easiest
group to convert to a traditional
cigarette smoker. In a nutshell, we
have the same problem [as for to-
bacco products]. How will the go-
vernment enforce the law?”

The smoking ban law was one
of the first worldwide enforce-
ment measures specifically tar-
geting new forms of smoking by
banning the display, sale, adver-
tisement and promotion of such
products within the SAR. The
law is also novel in that it equa-
tes the use of e-cigarettes to other
tobacco products by enforcing
that same ban on e-cigarettes in
places where smoking is already
prohibited.

According to statistics from
the Health Bureau (SSM), from
January 1, 2018 to November 15,
2019, smoke inspectors have is-
sued fines to 27 people for the use
of e-cigarettes in venues and pla-
ces where smoking is not allowed.

Since the enforcement of the
new law, the health authorities
have also issued several clarifi-
cation statements on e-cigarettes
and heated tobacco products and
vaping. The SSM reminds the pu-
blic that the definition of smoking
also includes the “possession of
any tobacco-based product in
combustion.”
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DRAFT
BILL IS BEHIND SCHEDULE

RENATO MARQUES

HE government’s draft le-

gislation on the implemen-
tation of a statutory ban on the
sale of alcoholic beverages to
minors is behind schedule.

According to the calendar
announced by the Health Bu-
reau (SSM) in March last year,
the draft bill should have con-
cluded all the preliminary con-
sultation work by the end of
2019 and a public consultation
version was due for release in
the first quarter of 2020.

The SSM admits that the
draft bill is delayed and, des-
pite not advancing a specific
date for the conclusion of the
preliminary work, said that
such tasks are ongoing and will
continue during February and
March this year, Portuguese
language newspaper Tribuna
de Macau reported.

The bill aims to enforce new
rules regarding the sale of al-
coholic beverages to youngs-
ters, namely enforcing a ban to
all people under 18 years old
as well as establishing a quota
for when a drink is considered
to be “alcoholic.”
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According to the informa-
tion provided so far by the
SSM, in addition to the res-
triction of the sale of alcoho-
lic beverages to people under
18, the law should include
the classification and defini-
tion of beverages as well as a
complete regulation on the
advertising and promotion of
such beverages, including the
penalties for those not com-

plying.

The SSM also mentioned
that penalties should be simi-
lar to those currently enforced
for breach of the smoking ban.

The idea of moving forward
with such legislation was first
announced by the former Se-
cretary for Social Affairs and
Culture, Alexis Tam, in early
December 2018 during a ple-
nary session at the Legislative
Assembly where the govern-
ment’s intentions on the mat-

ter were revealed.

Three months later, the SSM
held a press conference to an-
nounce the general guidelines
of what should be included in
the bill and the calendar whi-
ch included timelines on the
first phase of the consultation
among associations and enti-
ties with expertise in alcoholic
beverages and a second phase
of public consultation to be
held later.

SSM SAYS MASKS
NOT NEEDED
ALL THE TIME

HE public do not need to wear masks
all the time, the Health Bureau (SSM)
has stressed in a public statement.

The statement was made amid an ou-
tbreak of a new type of coronavirus in the
mainland city of Wuhan this month, whi-
ch haslocal authorities adopting precau-
tionary measures to prevent its spread to
Macau.

Despite their purpose as an effecti-
ve disease prevention apparatus, masks
are not needed in all cases, the SSM said.
Wearing a mask is recommended when
visiting medical facilities or institutions
and in circumstances where the mask-
-wearer has respiratory symptoms, or a
fever.

Otherwise, wearing a mask is not es-
sential.

The health authority also reminded
the public to maintain good hygiene by
washing their hands, keeping indoor
areas well-ventilated and refraining from
touching their eyes, noses and mouths
when in contact with other people.

The statement comes after the SSM
sought to dispel rumors suggesting that
there was a shortage of masks in some
local pharmacies. The health supervisor
confirmed the availability of masks at the
vast majority of the city’s 294 pharmacies.

It also stressed that the supply of
masks should be sufficient for the city’s
population. AL
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FOR 20 YEARS, LOCAL ARTISTS
HAVE STRIVED TO FIND
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Governo da Regifo Administrativa Especial de Macau

#8277 )

Instituto do Desporto

With the vibrant development of

Macao sports sector, Macao athletes
have performed their best and achieved
fruitful results in 2019. We would like
to express our sincere congratulations to
our athletes for attaining great honours
for Macao. Gratitude goes to all the
athletes, coaches and technical teams
for their utmost efforts.

Greetings from

Sports Bureau of Macao SAR Government

-

e —



<]
x
w
o
= ]
o
Sl
-
o

page 6
MACAU #F9

T

4 MacauDally mrsamss o

INMes

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
10.01.2020 fri

. ‘--ﬂ'.
s::g!é% \ ?

The people in favor of visitor tax

DANIEL BEITLER

E people of Macau are
overwhelmingly in favor of
atax on tourists, a feasibili-
ty study conducted by the

Macau Government Tourism Office
hasrevealed.

The study showed that 95% of lo-
cal residents asked about the feasibi-
lity of the proposal said they support

Sands China to continue responsible

the imposition of a visitor tax, whe-
reas just 5% opposed the measure.

The ratio of supporters and
opponents was reversed for indus-
try operators, where just one in five
supported the measure.

The view among tourists was
equally conclusive, with about
three-quarters of those surveyed
admitting the tax would affect their
willingness to visit the SAR. About

half of the respondents said their
intention to visit Macau would be
affected by the tax, while a further
25% said it would “depend on the
actual situation,” according to the
MGTO.

The finding follows earlier re-
ports from tourism officials who
had suggested that the wide range
of views in the study had been in-
conclusive. The MGTO had said last

gaming initiatives into 2020

year that “preliminary results show
that there are different opinions
among residents, tourism opera-
tors and visitors, meaning that opi-
nions are not one-sided.”

Macau received 39.4 million
tourists last year, falling just short
of the milestone 40-million figure
deemed to be the “maximum car-
rying capacity”. The rapid rise in
the number of visitors has become

a source of concern for the Macau
public, especially as gaming receip-
ts and other tourism spending are
growing at a much slower pace or
notatall.

The situation prompted discus-
sion over whether a tourism tax
could prevent overcrowding on the
city’s streets.

MGTO collected approximately
149,000 questionnaires in the study.
In a statement yesterday, the gover-
nment body said the results would
serve to inform policy formulation.

However, the office warned that
the imposition of a tax could affect
a range of factors in the SAR inclu-
ding the health of the city’s eco-
nomy and its “destination image.”
It also said that the tax would prove
an administrative challenge to col-
lect.

Moreover, the MGTO said that
case studies included in the feasibi-
lity study had suggested the tax mi-
ghtonlylead to aslight slowdown in
the growth of visitors in the short-
term. In so saying, the tourism au-
thority implied that the tax might
not serve to achieve its purpose of
moderating the number of visitors
to Macau.

MGTO director Helena de Sen-
na Fernandes has previously hinted
that the purpose of the tourist tax, if
levied, would not be to reduce the
number of visitors. Instead it would
be used as a fund for urban develo-
pment matters. The tourism chief
has also said on several occasions
that she opposes the introduction
of a visitor tax.

The report has been submitted
to other departments in the gover-
nment for further analysis.

FUTURE BRIGHT TO
RUN FOOD COURT

AT LISBOA PALACE

LYNZY VALLES

ANDS China Ltd. has

pledged to conduct
more training sessions
and workshops for its em-
ployees this year as part of
the company’s responsible
gaming initiatives.

In a statement to the Ti-
mes, the gaming operator
said that it is also planning
to enhance its community
and ongoing outreach effor-
ts, as well as enshrine best
practices by maintaining a
“sophisticated set of proce-
dures and practices.”

In February last year, the
Times reported that the ga-
ming operator had estab-
lished a new leadership po-
sition in the company - the
Chief Responsible Gaming
Officer - to demonstrate
the company’s dedication
to building a culture of res-
ponsible gaming in the SAR.

A new Special Gaming
Projects department was
also established to encou-
rage responsible gaming
behaviour and increase
employees’ awareness of
problem gambling.

Last year, as part of its
responsible gaming 2019
promotions, the Sheng
Kung Hui Macau Social
Services Coordination Of-
fice, YMCA Macau, the
Macao Association for
Juvenile Volunteers and
the Gaming Employees’
Home held roadshows at
various times between Au-
gust and November across
the firm’s properties in the
SAR.

The roadshows were in-
tended to help employees
learn more about the local
organizations’ responsib-
le gaming services, inclu-
ding Sheng Kung Hui’s 24-
hour gambling counselling

hotline and its online gam-
bling counselling services.

Roadshows such as these
seek to increase awareness
among employees of ga-
ming operators and to en-
courage those dealing with
gambling disorders to seek
help as soon as possible.

Games and activities
relating to responsible ga-
ming were also part of the
roadshows, which reached
a total of nearly 10,000 em-
ployees, according to data
provided by the gaming
operator.

The company coopera-
ted with the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas to train
“Responsible Gaming Am-
bassadors”, who are equi-
pped with the knowledge
and skills to identify and
intervene in problem gam-
bling cases. Nearly 650 Res-
ponsible Gaming Ambassa-
dors have been trained sin-

ce the start of the initiative.

Aside from the program
conducted in coordination
with the University of Neva-
da, Las Vegas, the company
also conducted monthly
responsible gaming training
sessions last year in order to
educate employees about
gambling risks, develop po-
sitive money management
habits, and aid customers
in need.

In a statement issued by
the operator, Sands Chi-
na also donated over half
a million patacas to three
local responsible gaming
centres in December 2019
to support their responsible
gaming efforts.

According to the com-
pany’s statement, it is es-
sential for local gaming
operators to safeguard the
wellbeing of Macau’s resi-
dents and visitors by pro-
moting responsible gaming.

OCAL catering en-

terprise Future Bri-
ght Group has signed
an agreement with ca-
sino operator Socieda-
de de Jogos de Macau
(SIM) to operate a food
court, reported Hong
Kong media the Eco-
nomic Times.

According to the
report, the food court
is located in SJM’s up-
coming property, the
Grand Lisboa Palace,
located in Cotai, next
to the government-
-owned multi-purpose
venue of the Macao
Dome.

The agreement was
signed by the Group’s
subsidiary, Bright No-
ble, and will entitle the
company to use shops
“243-1” to “243-9” in
the property’s food
court.

Bright Noble aims

to have operations at
the food court for three
years, as the Hong
Kong media reported.

Future Bright is a
publicly listed com-
pany on the Hong
Kong Stock Exchan-
ge. It runs middle to
upper level restauran-
ts in Macau, as well as
the food courts of The
International  School
of Macau, the Macau
University of Science
and Technology and
the University of Ma-
cau.

The opening date of
the property has been
delayed several times.
The latest indication
from the gaming ope-
rator is that it will
open by the end of this
year. It will also house
two hotels by fashion
brands Versace and
Karl Lagerfeld. AL
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CNY PARADE TO RETURN JAN.

HE annual Chinese

New Year Parade is re-
turning to the city on two
occasions this coming ho-
liday season.

As with previous ite-
rations, the Macau Go-
vernment Tourism Office
(MGTO) is taking the lead
in organizing the event, in
association with other pu-
blic and private entities.

Events will be held on
the nights of January 27
and February 1, including a
float parade and live stage
performances. On January
27, a special fireworks
display will be staged off
the coast from the Macau
Tower.

Starting from 5:30 p.m.,
warm-up  performances
will take place at intervals,
featuring entertainers from
Macau and Hong Kong. An
aerial acrobatics show will
then kick off the show at 8
p-m.

The main event will fea-
ture 34 local and interna-
tional performance groups.
Eighteen floats will then set
off from Sai Van Lake Squa-
re across the Macau Tower,
and march along Avenida

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen on the Ma-
cau Peninsula until they
reach their final destina-
tion at the Macao Science
Center.

On the second night, the
floats will march down the
road from Fai Chi Kei to
Iao Hon Garden with live
entertainment from local
performers.

The public is encouraged
to vote for their favorite float
to enter a lucky draw, where
they may win prizes such as
air and ferry tickets, as well
as hotel accommodation.

The organizers are also
inviting attendees to expe-
rience augmented reality
technology, with which they
can also win souvenirs. De-

27

tails can be found on the
MGTO website.

Attendees can also ex-
perience close encoun-
ters with the floats at two
different spots: the Macao
Science Center between
January 27 and February
1, followed by Tap Seac
Square between February
1 and 8. AL

VIETNAMESE
MIGRANTS CELEBRATE
SPRING FESTIVAL

ETNAMESE  mi-
grant workers in Ma-
cau held an early celebra-
tion for the upcoming the
Tet Festival last Sunday —
the country’s most impor-
tant annual festival heral-
ding the arrival of spring.

Held on the same date
as the Chinese Lunar New
Year, the Tet Festival will
be celebrated on January
25 this year.

Last Sunday’s celebra-
tions were organized by
the Association for Mutual
Support of Viethamese
Fellow-Countrymen  in
Macau. The celebrations
featured art performances
lauding Vietham and its
people, while also offering
traditional dishes on Tet
such as spring rolls and
“chung” cakes prepared
by association members.

Speaking at the event,
Le Thanh Hung, a repre-
sentative from the Vietna-
mese Consulate General
in Hong Kong and Ma-
cau, called on the migrant
workers to comply with

the SAR’s regulations and
laws while promoting pa-
triotism and their tradi-
tions in the city.

The official also ex-
pressed his appreciation
for their active operation,
including the launch of
charity activities to su-
pport vulnerable families
within the community
and disadvantaged peo-
ple back home.

In 2019, the association
raised nearly 260,000 pata-
cas to support underprivi-
leged families in Vietham.

Meanwhile, speaking
about the association’s
role in assisting migrant
workers, chairman of the
association Tran Thi Thu
said that in 2019, the as-
sociation assisted several
Viethamese women to
resolve  administrative
issues to facilitate their
work in Macau.

At the end of 2018, local
government data showed
that were 15,100 non-resi-
dent workers of Viethame-
senationality in Macau. LV
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A woman takes a photograph of plush toys of Pepe the Frog
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ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT SYMBOLS
UNITE, DIVIDE HK PROTESTERS

DAKE KANG, HONG KONG

RUMP signs, Pepe the Frog

graffiti and British and Ameri-
can flags have become a common
sight at Hong Kong’s anti-gover-
nment protests — and an unse-
ttling one to longtime democracy
activists on the left.

Beijing has seized on the ima-
ges to portray the movement as
a coddled, westernized middle
class incited by foreign organiza-
tions and governments to rebel
against the world’s largest com-
munist country, China.

“Why does the American flag
appear at every violent scene in
Hong Kong?” state broadcaster
CCTV asked.

Many of Hong Kong’s hardco-
re protesters are working-class
construction workers and hairsty-
lists battling an establishment go-
vernment dominated by business
interests and real estate tycoons.
Some wave U.S. and other flags to
appeal to the rest of the world for
support.

But a small group of followers
of far-right activist Horace Chin
regularly join the long-running
protests, drawing the glare of tele-
vision cameras with big banners
reading “President Trump, Please
Liberate Hong Kong”.

For liberals, Chin is a pariah hi-
jacking the demonstrations.

“It’s really disappointing to see
people try to drive a wedge be-
tween Hong Kong people and the

Chinese people in this way,” said
Wilfred Chan, founder of Lausan,
a leftist collective that seeks to
build international solidarity with
the Hong Kong protests. “This is a
mistake.”

There is little, though, that
they can do about it. Protesters
have vowed to avoid the internal
divisions of the pro-democracy
“umbrella movement” in 2014.
Demonstrators refrain from criti-
cizing each other’s tactics or poli-
tics to stay focused on what unites
them: opposition to the commu-
nist government in Beijing and
the ruling establishment in Hong
Kong.

The protests are “not your tra-
ditional left or right movement,”
said Avery Ng, chairman of the
League of Social Democrats, a
left-wing political party. “This is
a broad-spectrum movement
against a totalitarian govern-
ment.”

But basic disagreements bub-
ble beneath the surface: What do
the protests stand for? Who are
they for, and who are they against?
How do you save a city caughtin a
growing confrontation between
the U.S. and China?

When four far-right Ukrainian
activists flew into Hong Kong and
posed for pictures with protesters,
some Chinese state media played
up what they said was the protest
movement’s true colors.

“Ukrainian neo-Nazis exposed
colluding with Hong Kong rio-

ters,” trumpeted a headline in the
Global Times, a nationalistic sta-
te-owned newspaper.

Hong Kong'’s left-leaning ac-
tivists feel caught in the middle.
The right-wing imagery is mis-
leading, they said, fearing it feeds
into Beijing’s narrative and harms
the movement.

The protests started in June
to oppose a bill that would have
allowed the city to extradite sus-
pected criminals to China and
rapidly snowballed into a full-
-blown defense of the city’s semi-
-autonomy under Beijing’s rule.

Chan, founder of Lausan, treks
the world to seek support from
grassroots organizers. He sees a
common struggle between de-
monstrators in Chile, Kashmir,
Bolivia and Puerto Rico, saying
their struggles stem from the
same root: governments that lie
to their own people.

“We have to think beyond
trying to appease elites far away,”
he said, “When it comes to the
question of Hong Kong's auto-
nomy, I think that neither Chi-
na nor the United States desires
Hong Kong to truly be free.”

Many of the most overt dis-
plays of support for President
Donald Trump are led by Chin,
the far-right activist and a former
professor.

“Dear President Trump, com-
munism is AIDS,” he said in a De-
cember tweet. “Where’s your co-
cktail therapy & shock therapies

for communist China?”

In 2011, Chin published an
influential book, “On the Hong
Kong City-State.” His supporters
admire him for being one of the
first to outline a concrete strategy
to preserve the city’s identity and
traditional Chinese heritage from
China’s all-controlling Commu-
nist Party.

His language, though, veers
into the bombastic, angering
many with anti-China rhetoric
that some call racist.

The expressions of people like
Chin and attacks by bands of har-
dcore protesters targeting main-
land Chinese-connected busines-
ses and shoppers allow Beijing to
tar the whole movement as being
bigoted, critics say.

Cedric, a 30-year-old former
construction worker turned fron-
t-liner, is somewhat indifferent
towards Trump, whom he calls
“just a businessman.” Nor does
he think the Hong Kong Human
Rights and Democracy Act, pas-
sed by Congress as a rebuke to
Beijing and Hong Kong’s leader-
ship, has had much impact so far.

Cedric, who like most protes-
ters didn't give his last name out
of fear of arrest, rejects politi-
cal labels, calling himself “just a
Hong Kong citizen.” Like many
in the movement, he embraces
Pepe the Frog as a protest symbol,
unaware of its association with
far-right extremists in the U.S.

Some of his friends have been

arrested and he now lives in hi-
ding, nursing a shoulder injured
in clashes with riot police. As the
protests march on, Cedric hopes
that more people across the glo-
be will support the Hong Kong
cause, including Chinese on the
mainland.

“We won't reject support from
people of any country or race,
because we know those people
value freedom and democracy,”
he said.

Ng, the head of the far-left par-
ty, sees the Chinese government
as the common enemy of both
Hong Kong and ordinary Chinese.

His left-wing yet anti-Beijing
views were shaped by his years
as a consultant helping multina-
tional corporations buy stakes in
Chinese companies. On visits to
factories in distant corners of the
country, he found that the lion’s
share of profits went to officials
and business people, not the
workers.

The trips jarred Ng, who stru-
ggled to square the Communist
Party’s socialist slogans with the
exploitation and lack of basic
worker rights he saw on the grou-
nd.

“The Chinese Communist
Party is the most anti-commu-
nist party in the world,” he said.
“What they are operating is au-
thoritarian state capitalism.”

Ng sees the appeals of Hong
Kong protesters to the U.S. as a
distress signal, more a despera-
te cry for help than a sign of any
ideological inclination.

“Hong Kong people are tra-
ditionally very utilitarian,” Ng
says. “They will try whatever
path that they may think to help
the cause.” AP
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Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary Paul Chan

HONG KONG

Finance minister pledges bold
spending to boost growth

ENDA CURRAN, ERIC LAM
& YYONNE MAN

ONG Kong’s go-

vernment is pre-

paring to spend

“boldly” to shore
up the finance hub’s tumbling
economy, Financial Secretary
Paul Chan said in an exclusive
interview.

Warning that unemploy-
ment is set to edge higher,
Chan pledged the annual
budget due on Feb. 26 will
maintain spending on infras-
tructure and public services
even as it includes additional
stimulus.

“We will continue to spend
boldly to help those disadvan-
taged,” Chan told Bloomberg
Television’s Yvonne Man.

“Given the large amount of
fiscal surplus we've accumu-
lated over the years I do think
we have the capability and
financial resources to help us
come through this economic
recession,” he said.

That largess may not ex-
tend to cash handouts. While
the government hasn't made

a decision on whether to pur-
sue such a policy, Chan said
such a move could trigger a
deficit of more than HKD100
billion ($13 billion).

The finance official also
had a message for curren-
cy speculators by ruling out
any change in the Hong Kong
dollar’s peg to the greenba-
ck, a favorite guessing game
during periods of economic
stress.

“We have no intention to
review it,” Chan said. The-
re are “no circumstances” in
which it would be reviewed,
he said.

The comments come as
Hong Kong remains mired in
recession after seven months
of political unrest. Visitor ar-
rivals from mainland China
have more than halved, orga-
nizers have canceled confe-
rences and consumer spen-
ding has tumbled. Unemploy-
ment is rising and expected to
climb further.

The International Mone-
tary Fund has urged the city’s
government to ramp up spen-
ding to support the economy.

Business owners have called
for more support amid little
sign of a circuit breaker in the
political dispute.

The IMF has said the city’s
economy likely shrank 1.2%
last year and forecasts 1%
growth in 2020. Chan expects
the economy to have contrac-
ted 1.3% in 2019.

Since the unrest began, the
government has announced
a series of stimulus measures
worth about HKD25 billion.
The stimulus has been targe-
ted to businesses and various
social groups, and includes
some tax breaks, one-time
fuel and utilities subsidies, as
well as support for children
and the elderly.

Economists have critici-
zed the response as “peanu-
ts.” The announced stimulus
spending amounts to just less
than 1% of Hong Kong’s GDP
while the city’s fiscal reserve
stood at HKD1.05 trillion as of
October.

Chan provided no signals
about government plans to
break the political impasse,
other than saying he is confi-

dent a resolution will be fou-
nd.

Playing down concerns
around capital outflows and
worries about an exodus of
talent from Hong Kong, Chan
said the hub’s banking system
and markets remain stable.

In his budget last year, whi-
ch came before the protests,
Chan outlined a series of re-
lief measures costing about
HKD42.9 billion that included
tax breaks, investment in tech
industries and other social
spending. A budget deficit is
currently forecast for the year.

At least some of the fresh
stimulus will again be targe-
ted at small and medium-si-
zed enterprises. However, in
response to calls from busi-
ness owners for lower rent,
Chan said the market will cor-
rect itself.

“We have done our part
and we encourage the pri-
vate sector to work together
and take a long-term view in
terms of their business rela-
tions,” Chan said. “But at the
end of the day this is a market
economy.” BLOOMBERG

GUANGZHOU REPORTS
BETTER AIR QUALITY

Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong
Province, saw better air quality last year,
the city's ecology and environment
bureau said this week. The average
concentration of PM2.5 was 30
micrograms per cubic meter last

year, meeting the country's air quality
standard for three consecutive years,
the bureau said. The PM2.5 readingis a
gauge monitoring airborne particles of
2.5 microns or less in diameter, which can
penetrate deep in people's lungs. The
city had reported no heavily or severely
polluted days for two consecutive years,
according to the bureau. To tackle air
pollution, the city has reduced the
number of coal-fired boilers to 30 from
1,400 around 2011 and also slashed the
coal consumption for major industrial
companies. The city also eliminated
polluting vehicles and replaced more
gasoline-powered buses with electric
buses. Guangzhou's average PM2.5
readings were 35 micrograms per cubic
meter inboth 2017 and 2018.

MAN JAILED FOR STEALING
OVER 1,000 SHARED BIKES

A man was recently sentenced to three
and a half years in jail for stealing more
than 1,000 shared bikes in Guangdong
Province, according to a local court. The
man, surnamed Huang, was ordered to
pay 200,000 yuan (about 28,803 U.S.
dollars) to compensate the bike-sharing
company and was also fined 5,000 yuan,
according to the People's Court of
Baiyun District in Guangzhou, capital of
Guangdong. A bike-sharing company
reported to the local public security
departmentin early June 2019, after a
citizen found a large number of shared
bike parts at a recycling plant. Following
the clue, local police launched an
investigation and arrested the suspect.
Huang was taken into custody on June
28, and the court verdict was made in
late December 2019. Police noted that
shared bicycles are property of service
providers. Acts of making marks or
drawings, dismantling bicycle parts or
maliciously destroying bicycles may be
regarded as embezzling or damaging
other people's property. Offenders

will face punishment from fines to
detentions.

GONGBEI CUSTOMS SEIZES
SMUGGLED FOOD WORTH
$72 MILLION

Gongbei customs in neighboring Zhuhai
said it busted 12 smuggling gangs,
captured 30 suspects and seized food
and beverages worth 500 million yuan
(about $72 million). Another 3.3 million
yuan involved in the case was also
frozen, the customs said. The smugglers
set up an office near Gongbei Port in
January 2017. They hired individuals

to bring in small amounts of food and
drinks illegally through the port before
delivering them to buyers across China.
In addition, they printed false invoices
with artificially low prices to smuggle
food and beverages via other ports in
the province at lower tax rates. After

a thorough investigation, over 300
police officers were dispatched to carry
out operations in the cities of Zhuhai,
Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Quanzhou
on Nov. 18, detaining more than 3,000
cases of food and drinks.
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AS WORLD LEADERS SHUN TIKTOK,
IMPERSONATORS AND FAKE ACCOUNTS CREEP IN

MARIA JOSE VALERO
& YUEQI YANG

S TikTok catches fire among

the younger set, world lea-
ders and politicians have kept
their distance amid national se-
curity concerns about the Chine-
se-owned app.

The vacuum is leaving room
for impersonators to roam free.
And TikTok’s efforts to dissuade
such fake or misleading accoun-
ts are lacking, some social media
experts say.

TikTok doesn’t yet have a ro-
bust verification system to certi-
fy accounts as authentic. Unlike
Twitter Inc., TikTok’s previous
community guidelines didn't re-
quire parody accounts to clearly
indicate they are not affiliated
with the subject. A spokesper-
son said in practice TikTok does
remove parody accounts not
marked as such when they are
flagged.

In updated community guide-
lines released today, TikTok bans
users from posting as “another
person or organization by using
someone else’s name, biographi-
cal details, or profile picture in a
misleading manner.”

Multiple TikTok accounts have
claimed to be those of President
Donald Trump. One popular one,
with more than 13,000 followers,
went by the handle “@donald.
trump.officiall” (two Ls) and
used the same profile picture as
Trump’s very real Twitter account.

After Bloomberg News con-
tacted TikTok about that ac-
count and others for this story,
the handle disappeared from the
platform. TikTok says it didn'’t re-
move the account, and the user
has changed its handle indepen-
dently. Trump doesn’'t have an of-
ficial TikTok account.

Trump isn't the only big name

BLOOMBERG

targeted by spoofers. There’s also
a “Bernie Sanders Team” account
with more than 13,900 followers
that posts regularly. A spokeswo-
man for the Sanders campaign
said the account was fake, not as-
sociated with the Vermont sena-
tor, who doesn’t have an account
on TikTok.

The accounts speak to TikTok’s
immature account-verification
efforts. ByteDance Inc., which
owns TikTok, has emerged as the
world’s most valuable startup -
pegged at $75 billion by its inves-
tors, including SoftBank, in 2018
- on the explosive popularity of
TikTok, now with more than a
billion, largely young, users arou-
nd the world.

Even as TikTok’s user base
has grown, the company hasn’t
shown signs of rigorous efforts
to enforce rules on content, in-
cluding the policing of fake or
misleading accounts, according
to Storyful, a social media intelli-
gence company that seeks to ve-
rify content as authentic. Bloom-
berg is a customer of Storyful.

DJ Kang, chief executive of
consumer research firm Value-
Champion, described the plat-
form’s lack of robust verification
efforts as a “ticking time bomb.”

Moderating fake accounts and
other types of false claims is a
common issue for social media
platforms, such as Twitter and
Facebook Inc. Over the years,

Facebook has increased its num-
ber of content reviewers globally,
with about 150,000 staff now mo-
nitoring content 24 hours a day.
TikTok declined to give a number
of staffers who work on such is-
sues in the U.S. or in China when
asked by Bloomberg News.

TikTok has been seeking to
ramp up its U.S. safety team, hi-
ring staff from Twitter, Facebook,
Snap Inc. and other social media
platforms. That team is led out
of California and has no mode-
rators based in China, a TikTok
spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said the @
berniesandersteam handle was
only a group supporting San-
ders and that it was not imper-

sonating the senator. The ser-
vice doesn'’t, for instance, comb
through the app to proactively
remove fake accounts. It says it
removes them when it’s alerted
to them.

Some users had apparently
assumed @donald.trump.offi-
ciall was the real Donald Trump,
leaving comments such as “Wel-
come Mr. President. A lot of us
are new here, also.” To people
casting doubts on its authentici-
ty, the account relies, “sir, this is
100 percent me.”

Other world leaders have their
own impersonators on TikTok,
some clearly satirical and some
ambiguous. The account under
the handle of @.boris_johnson,
which has more than 15,800
followers, frequently posts goo-
fy videos under the mask of the
U.K. prime minister. Its bio page
says “Prime Minister Of The Uni-
ted Kingdom” and “Avid Brexi-
teer.” Boris Johnson’s office con-
firmed that the prime minister is
not a TikTok user.

India’s Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also has impersona-
tors. One of Modi’s fake accounts
says in its bio that it is the “Na-
rendra Modi Official Account.”
It has a fake blue “verification”
check mark watermarked onto
its profile photo, with a link to
the official website of Narendra
Modi in its bio page. TikTok is
not one of the nine social media
platforms listed on Modi’s web-
site.

For the accounts that TikTok
has verified - mostly celebrities
like Will Smith - the service adds
a blue check mark to the right
of the profile photo, and marks
them as a “verified account.”
The check mark has become the
standard indicator across social
media of account verification.
BLOOMBERG

Uniglo sees worst overseas sales drop in decade amid Asia unrest

OLITICAL flare-ups

a trade spat between Japan

Fast Retailing,

which

and caused retail sales to

nese products that began

Other overseas markets

in Asia are putting the
brakes on Fast Retailing
Co.’s overseas momentum,
as the Uniqlo operator re-
ported the worst quarterly
revenue decline in a deca-
de for its international seg-
ment.

Asia’s largest retailer has
long counted on overseas
expansion to power grow-
th in the face of a weak
Japanese market. Now
that strategy is coming up
against the political protes-
ts in Hong Kong as well as

and South Korea.

Fast Retailing yesterday
reported a 3.6% drop in firs-
t-quarter sales for Uniglo’s
international segment, ci-
ting “significant declines”
in those two trouble spots.
Except for a minuscule de-
crease of 0.2% in 2017, it’s
the first quarterly drop for
the segment in 10 years, ac-
cording to Bloomberg data.
Operating profit for the
international business fell
28%, for the first quarterly
earnings decline since 2016.

also suffered from weak
sales in Japan during the
quarter, lowered its full-
-year outlook for operating
profit by 11%. For the gui-
dance change, it pointed
to the unrest overseas as
well as depreciation in the
yuan.

The months-long pro-
-democracy protests in
Hong Kong, which have at
times turned violent, have
left the area’s economy on
the verge of its first annual
contraction in a decade

plunge 24% in November.
The unrest has rattled in-
ternational brands from
Levi Strauss & Co. to Tif-
fany & Co.

While the situation
in Hong Kong has had a
broad impact on retai-
lers, the damage Uniqlo is
seeing from a trade spat
between Tokyo and Seoul
has been, well, more uni-
que. Fast Retailing has be-
come one of the biggest
targets of a South Korean
consumer boycott of Japa-

in July.

“The Korean business
has continued to decline
and there has been a big-
ger impact on sales,” said
Chief Financial Officer
Takeshi Okazaki at a brie-
fing in Tokyo Thursday.
“Korea is a very important
segment for us, and it’s not
clear how long this situa-
tion will continue.”

The country has the se-
cond-largest number of
Uniqlo stores overseas af-
ter China.

are holding up. Mainland
China - a key driver of
growth in the past - perfor-
med well, as did Southeast
Asia, the company said.

Billionaire = Chairman
Tadashi Yanai has focu-
sed expansion on Uniqlo’s
overseas locations as an
aging population in Japan
provides fewer opportuni-
ties for fast growth. In the
last year, the company ex-
panded to new markets in-
cluding India, Vietnam and
Italy. BLOOMBERG
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Report says
ilinesses may
be from new
coronavirus

YANAN WANG
& MIKE STOBBE, BEIJING

preliminary investiga-

tion into viral pneu-

monia illnesses sicke-

ing dozens of people

in and around China has identi-

fied the possible cause as a new

type of coronavirus, state media
said yesterday.

Chinese health authorities
did not immediately confirm
the report from state broadcas-
ter CCTV.

Coronaviruses are spread
through coughing or sneezing
or by touching an infected per-
son. Some cause the common
cold and others canlead to more
severe respiratory diseases, such
as SARS and MERS. Such viru-
ses are common in people but
more exotic versions from bats,
camels and other animals have
caused severe illness.

The novel coronavirus is dif-
ferent from those that have pre-
viously been identified, CCTV
said. Health authorities ruled
out SARS and MERS as possible
causes over the weekend.

As of Sunday, the Wuhan Mu-
nicipal Health Commission said
59 people in the central Chinese
city were being treated for the
respiratory illness. Seven were in
critical condition, while the rest
were stable.

Eight patients were dischar-
ged Wednesday, Xinhua state
news agency reported. They had
not exhibited any pneumonia
symptoms for several days.

Chinese researchers used a
sample from one patient to con-
duct gene sequencing of the vi-
rus, said Gauden Galea, a World
Health Organization represen-
tative to China.

“Preliminary identification of
anovel virus in a short period of
time is a notable achievement,”
Galea said in a statement, ad-
ding that it “demonstrates Chi-
na’s increased capacity to ma-
nage new outbreaks.”

Possible cases of the same
illness have been reported in
Hong Kong, South Korea and
Taiwan involving recent trave-
lers to Wuhan.

Since the end of 2019, Hong
Kong public hospitals have
reported 38 patients who
presented with fever, respira-
tory infection or pneumonia

symptoms after recent visits to
Wuhan. Twenty-one of those
patients have since been dis-
charged, Hong Kong’s Hospital
Authority said Wednesday.

No serious cases have been
found to be related to those in
Wauhan, said Hong Kong health
chief Sophia Chan.

None of the Hong Kong pa-
tients had visited the seafood
market in Wuhan where some
of the mainland Chinese pa-
tients worked. The South China
Seafood City food market will
be suspended and investigated,
Wuhan's health commission
said.

A Chinese woman who
works for a South Korean com-
pany was diagnosed Tuesday
with pneumonia, according to
the Korea Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention said.
Meanwhile, Taiwan authorities
said Wednesday that they were
quarantining a patient who fell
ill with flu symptoms on Jan. 6,
more than two weeks after the
individual returned from a trip
toWuhan.

The new illnesses had raised
fears of a recurrence of SARS,
or severe acute respiratory syn-
drome. The disease first infected
people in southern China in late
2002, and spread to more than
two dozen countries. More than
8,000 people were sickened and
nearly 800 died, but no cases
have been reported since 2004.

Another coronavirus causes
MERS, or Middle East respira-
tory syndrome, which started
in Jordan and Saudi Arabia in
2012 and spread into about two
dozen other countries. About
2,500 lab-confirmed cases have
been reported, including more
than 800 deaths, with cases
continuing to be seen in recent
years.

OnWednesday, the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention put out a health alert
advising physicians who treat
patients with pneumonia-like
illness to consider a possible
link to the Chinese outbreak and
to wear masks and take other
precautions in treating patients
who recently traveled to Wuhan.

The CDC this week also ad-
vised U.S. travelers going to
Wuhan to avoid animals and
sick people and wash their
hands often. AP
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TAIWAN LEADER GETS ELECTION
BOOST FROM UNLIKELY PLACE: CHINA

KEN MORITSUGU & RALPH
JENNINGS, TAIPEI

AP PHOTO

A. year ago, Taiwan’s leader was
n the ropes. Then she got a

boost from an unexpected corner:
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

Polls indicate that President
Tsai Ing-wen is poised to win a se-
cond four-year term on Saturday,
a remarkable turnaround for a
leader whose future was in doubt
after voters dealt her Democratic
Progressive Party a major loss in
November 2018 local elections.

Since then, Tsai has capitalized
on three developments: the fears
generated by China’s tough words
on Taiwan, protests in Hong Kong
that have reinforced those fears
and U.S. government actions that
reassure voters that America will
have Taiwan’s back if the going
gets tough.

“All the factors that help Tsai
Ing-wen are happening: the Chi-
na factor, the U.S. factor and the
Hong Kong protests,” pollster
You Ying-lung, chairman of the
Taiwan Public Opinion Founda-
tion, said at a news conference
late last month.

A victory for Tsai and her inde-

pendence-leaning party would
likely herald continued tensions and
a further souring of relations with
China, which considers self-gover-
ning Taiwan a renegade province.

Tsai began chipping away at
his lead in the spring and pulled
ahead for good in August. She was
the clear leader by the end of the
year, according to an aggregation
of polls by The News Lens, an in-
dependent youth-oriented media
outlet.

A Tsai victory is the last thing
that Xi wants; yet it was his major
policy speech on Taiwan at the
start of 2019 that many analysts
point to as the starting point for
her political recovery.

The Chinese leader upped the
pressure on Taiwan to join China
under the “one country, two sys-
tems” framework that governs
Hong Kong. He called for talks on
the issue, while saying that China
would not rule out the use of for-

ce to achieve unification.

Tsai responded immediately,
saying Taiwan’s 23 million people
would never accept “one country,
two systems” and launching a
four-day media blitz. Three weeks
later, her support rating was 10
percentage points higher than
after the November 2018 election
setback.

She also benefited from a re-
vamp of her public image that
used memes, animation and
social media to reach young vo-
ters. Campaign spokeswoman
Lien Yi-ting credited the strategy
with playing an important role in
boosting Tsai’s approval ratings.

Then came the Hong Kong
pro-democracy protests, which
erupted in June. Tsai has repeate-
dly pointed to the unrest as proof
that the “one country, two sys-
tems” approach pushed by China
doesn’t work.

Taiwan’s presidential elections
generally revolve around the is-
land’s relationship with China.
Voters have gone back and forth
between the tough line that the
Democratic Progressive Party
says is best to defend Taiwan's
sovereignty and the cooperation

with China that the Nationalist
Party says will foster economic
growth.

“I think, because of the recent
months of the Hong Kong protes-
ts and Tsai’s successful strategy of
playing the anti-China card, these
practical issues are played down
and voters are swayed into this
scare mentality,” said Jason Hsu,
a Nationalist Party lawmaker who
is a member of Han’s policy advi-
sory team.

The economic argument has
lost some of its potency as Taiwa-
nese companies move manufac-
turing out of China because of
rising labor costs and the U.S-
-China trade war, which has led
to tariffs on Chinese goods. China
has made it more difficult for Chi-
nese tourists to visit Taiwan.

The U.S., which does not re-
cognize Taiwan but sells it mi-
litary equipment for defense,
has passed laws and taken other
steps that while largely symbolic
have demonstrated support for
the island. That emboldens vo-
ters to stand up to China, despite
the risks.

“These make people believe
thatthe U.S.isafactor that Taiwan
can rely on,” said Wong Ming-h-
sien, a professor at Tamkang Uni-
versity’s Graduate Institute of In-
ternational Affairs and Strategic
Studies. “And if Taiwan can rely
on that, it can sustain pressure
from China.” AP
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TSUYOSHI INAJIMA
& ISABEL REYNOLDS

APAN battled to restore its

image yesterday after former

auto executive Carlos Ghosn

blasted the country’s legal
system in a marathon press con-
ference following his escape to
Lebanon.

Justice Minister Masako Mori
held an unusual briefing in the
early morning hours in Tokyo,
and then gave a second press
conference later on to rebut what
she said were mostly “abstract,
unclear or baseless” criticisms of
the country’s legal system. She
was scathing in her descriptions
of Ghosn's behavior after he told
the world he skipped bail and fled
Japan because he didn’t think he
would get a fair trial.

“He has been propagating both
within Japan and internationally
false information on Japan'’s legal
system and its practice,” Mori said
in her first briefing. “That is abso-
lutely intolerable.”

Ghosn, the former head of Nis-
san Motor Co. and Renault SA,
used the first press conference
since his dramatic escape to blast
what he called “hostage justice.”
Speaking in four languages, he
offered a point-by-point rebuttal
of the charges against him and
accused Japanese prosecutors,
government officials and Nissan
executives of conspiring to topple
him to prevent a further integra-
tion of the Japanese carmaker
with Renault.

In response to Ghosn’s asser-
tion that Japan breached his hu-
man rights by preventing him
from seeing his wife, Mori said
such measures were only used in
cases of a flight risk or when the-
re was a danger of evidence being
concealed or destroyed. Mori also
lauded Japan’s police, judges and
prosecutors for building what she

PHILIPPINES

Catholics

BLOOMBERG

Japan fires back at Ghosn,
stoking war of words over trial

.\\‘

Gaﬁs Ghosn (center)

said was the “safest country in the
world.”

Mori said she was aware of cri-
ticism of Japan’s criminal justice
system, and said authorities are
taking steps to improve it. “It is my
strong hope that he engage in all
possible efforts to make his case
within Japan’s fair criminal justi-
ce proceedings, and that he seek
justice rendered by a Japanese
court,” Mori said.

The Tokyo District Public
Prosecutors Office, which rarely
makes any public comment, pos-
ted an English statement on its
website saying Ghosn had only

himself to blame for his strict
bail conditions. It vowed to try to
bring him to justice in Japan. At
a regular scheduled briefing yes-
terday, Tokyo Deputy Chief Pro-
secutor Takahiro Saito pushed
back against many of Ghosn’s
complaints about the “inhuma-
ne” conditions of his confine-
ment.

“Ghosn gave the impression
he was questioned for a total of
eight hours a day, but that’s not
true,” Saito said. The former CEO
was questioned on 70 of the days
he spent in jail, about half the to-
tal, with each session lasting an

average of four hours, he said. He
met with his legal counsel “almost
every day” he was there, altoge-
ther more than 120 times, Saito
said.

Chief  Cabinet  Secretary
Yoshihide Suga also piled in,
calling Ghosn’s comments one-si-
ded and not persuasive.

Striking Back

At his news conference in Bei-
rut, Ghosn refrained from accu-
sing specific people in the Japa-
nese government of any wrong-
doing, citing the need to avoid
creating friction between Leba-
non and Japan. He also said he di-

dn’t think Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe was involved.

Abe has avoided making any
public comments about Ghosn.
Kyodo News reported on Wednes-
day that he told a party lawmaker
at a dinner in Tokyo ahead of
Ghosn’s news conference that he
had wanted the situation “to be
sorted out within Nissan in the
first place.”

The head of a foreign policy
panel in Abe’s ruling Liberal De-
mocratic Party accused Ghosn of
spreading “fake news.”

“We have our dignity as a
country, and we need to have
people understand that we have
a proper legal system that doesn't
ignore human rights at all,” said
Yasuhide Nakayama, who is also a
former vice foreign minister.

Abe’s government has sou-
ght cooperation from Lebanon
to bring Ghosn back but Japan
doesn’t have an extradition treaty
with the country. Lebanese Pre-
sident Michel Aoun pledged to
work on the issue in a meeting
Tuesday with Japan's ambassador
in Beirut, the Japanese foreign mi-
nistry said in a statement.

Lebanon prosecutor Ghassan
Oueidat will listen to Ghosn’s tes-
timony on yesterday after Japan
asked Interpol, the international
police organization, to issue a
Red Notice, Lebanese state-run
National News Agency said.
Ghosn said at the briefing that
he wanted to clear his name and
would stand trial “in any country
where I believe I can receive a fair
trial.” BLOOMBERG

ace in huge gathering

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

A- mammoth crowd of
ostly barefoot Fili-
pino Catholics prayed for
peace in the Middle East
yesterday at the start of an
annual procession of a cen-
turies-old black statue of
Jesus Christ in one of Asia’s
biggest religious events.

The daylong procession
of the wooden Black Naza-
rene draws massive num-
bers of largely poor devo-
tees who pray for the sick
and a better life. This year,
widespread fears over the
conflict between the United
States and Iran were highli-
ghted in a predawn Mass.

“Let us remember that in
other parts of the world, the

e AT
threat of violence is brewing
and, hopefully, this will not
lead to war,” Cardinal Luis
Antonio Tagle told the crowd
at a Manila seaside park.

The popular Manila
church leader asked the

pray for Mideast pe

l“.

Y

tens of thousands of devo-
tees clad in maroon shirts
— the color associated with
the Black Nazarene — to
briefly pause in silence and
pray for peace in the Mid-
dle East and the safety of

its people, including many
Filipino expatriate workers.

“Let us pray [...] that the
desire to retaliate eases,” Ta-
gle said.

One of the world’s lea-
ding labor providers, the
Philippines would face a
gargantuan crisis if hostili-
ties between the U.S. and
Iran escalate and embroil
other countries that host
many Filipinos, such as
Saudi Arabia and Israel.

The Philippine govern-
ment on Wednesday orde-
red Filipino workers to leave
Iraq and Iran. The military
prepared to deploy navy
ships, three cargo planes
and one battalion each of
marines and army troops to
help the evacuations in case

hostilities worsen.

Organizers of the Black
Nazarene procession ex-
pect up to 4 million people
to join the procession, whi-
ch usually ends late at night
when the life-size statue of
Christ is returned to a chur-
ch in downtown Manila.

More than 12,000 police,
including bomb squads,
snipers and helicopter-bor-
ne teams, were deployed
to secure the procession,
though authorities said they
have not monitored any
specific threat.

Aside from ensuring
safety and order, police
worked to clear the streets
in front of the carriage bea-
ring the statue. Guns and li-
quor were banned and cell-

phone signals were jammed
in parts of Manila.

Devotees who were
pushed back when they
tried to touch the statue
complained, but despite
the security and the tropical
heat, mobs of people dan-
gerously squeezed into a ti-
ght pack of humanity arou-
nd the carriage. They threw
small towels at volunteers
on the carriage for them to
wipe parts of the statue and
toss the towels back, belie-
ving the Nazarene’s powers
can cure ailments and do
other miracles.

Dozens of people fainted
or sustained injuries and
were carried away on stre-
tchers by Red Cross volun-
teers. AP
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Iran sends mixed signals
as tensions with US ease

AMIR VAHDAT
& JOSEPH KRAUSS, TEHRAN

RAN sent mixed signals yes-
terday as tensions with the
U.S. appeared to ease, with
President Hassan Rouhani
warning of a “very dangerous res-
ponse” if the U.S. makes “another

mistake” and a senior comman-
der vowing “harsher revenge” for
the killing of a top Iranian gene-
ral.

Both sides appeared to step
back on Wednesday after Iran
launched a series of ballistic mis-
siles at two military bases housing
American troops in Iraq without

causing any casualties. Iran said
the attack was retaliation for the
U.S. strike that killed Gen. Qas-
sem Soleimani, the architect of its
regional security strategy, in Iraq
earlier this week.

Rouhani said the strike on the
bases was a legitimate act of self-
defense under the U.N. Charter,

but he warned that “if the U.S.
makes another mistake, it will re-
ceive a very dangerous response.”

In addition to launching the
missile attack, Iran also abando-
ned its remaining commitments
under the 2015 nuclear deal, whi-
ch President Donald Trump had
walked away from in May 2018.
But Rouhani said Thursday that
Iran would continue to cooperate
with U.N. inspectors.

Senior Iranian military
commanders struck a more de-
fiant tone.

Abdollah Araghi, a member of
Iran’s joint chiefs of staff, said the
country’s Revolutionary Guard

“will impose a more severe reven-
ge on the enemy in the near futu-
re,” according to the semi-official
Tasnim news agency.

Tasnim also quoted Gen. Ali
Fadavi, the acting commander of
the Guard, as saying the missile
attack was “just one of the mani-
festations of our abilities.”

“We sent dozens of missiles
into the heart of the U.S. bases
in Iraq and they couldn't do a
damned thing,” he was quoted as
saying.

On Wednesday, Trump sig-
nalled that he would not retalia-
te militarily for the strike on the
bases. That raised hopes that the
current standoff, which brought
the two countries to the brink of
an all-out war, may be winding
down.

Rouhani spoke by phone Thur-
sday with Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, urging Britain to denou-
nce the killing of Soleimani.

As head of Irans elite Quds
Force, Soleimani had mobilized
armed proxies across the region
and was blamed for deadly atta-
cks against Americans going back
to the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of
Iraq. In Iran, he is seen by many
as a national hero who played a
key role in defeating the Islamic
State group and resisting Western
hegemony.

Without Soleimani’s efforts
leading forces in Syria and Iraq
against IS, “you would not have
peace and security in London
today,” Rouhani was quoted as
saying by Vice President Alireza
Moezi, who tweeted about the
call with Johnson.

Downing Street confirmed the
call, saying Johnson called for “an
end to hostilities” in the Gulf. It
said the U.K. stands by the nu-
clear deal and is urging Iran to
return to full compliance. AP

Facebook again declines to limit political ad targeting

ACEBOOK has decided

not to limit how politi-
cal ads can be targeted to
specific groups of people,
as its main digital-ad rival
Google did in November to
fight misinformation. Nei-
ther will it ban political ads
outright, as Twitter did last
October. And it still won't
fact check them, asit’s faced
pressure to do.

Instead, it is announcing
much more limited “trans-
parency features” that aim
to give users slightly more
control over how many po-
litical ads they see and to
make its online library of
political ads easier to use.

These steps appear un-
likely to assuage critics
— including some of the
company’s rank and file
employees —who say Face-
book has too much power

AP PHOTO
Y

and not enough limits
when it comes to its effects
on elections and democra-
cy itself.

Since last fall, Facebook
has insisted that it won't
fact-check political ads, a
move that critics say gives
politicians license to lie in

ads that can't be easily mo-
nitored by outsiders. CEO
Mark Zuckerberg has re-
peatedly argued that “poli-
tical speech is important”
and that Facebook doesn't
want to interfere with it.
Google, the digital ads
leader, is limiting political-

-ad targeting to broad cate-
gories such as sex, age and
postal code.

Facebook said in a blog
post yesterday that it consi-
dered limiting the targeting
of political ads. But the so-
cial network said it learned
about their importance for

“reaching key audiences”
after conducting outreach
with political campaigns
from both U.S. parties, poli-
tical groups and nonprofits.

The company said it was
guided by the principle that
“people should be able to
hear from those who wish
to lead them, warts and
all, and that what they say
should be scrutinized and
debated in public.”

Facebook does plan
to let users choose to see
“fewer” political and social-
-issue ads, although it won't
let people exclude them
entirely. It's also going to
let people choose whether
or not to see ads, political
or otherwise, from adver-
tisers targeting them using
their contact details such
as email address or phone
number.

The company is also
tweaking its ad library so
people can search for exact
phrases and to limit their
search results using filters
such as ad-audience size,
dates and regions reached.

Facebook’s ad library
currently lets anyone find
out how much was spent
on an ad, how many times
it was seen, and the age,
gender and location of the
people who saw it.

The transparency chan-
ges will go into effect over
the next three months in
the U.S. and other coun-
tries where Facebook puts
the “paid for by” disclai-
mers on political ads. The
political-ad controls won't
roll out in the U.S. until ear-
ly summer; the company
will “eventually” expand
them to other regions. AP
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MAN GETS ARRESTED IN ATTEMPT TO
SUPPORT JAILED LOVER

Authorities in Kentucky say they've arrested a man who
wanted to go tojail to support his jailed girlfriend.

Raymond Pace, 47, was charged with offenses including
possession of methamphetamine, heroin and drug para-
phernalia, news outlets report.

Pace called authorities Saturday to report a stolen lap-
top, according to a statement by Garrard County police.
Officer Steven Debord arrived to find an intoxicated Pace
requesting to be jailed for several months to support his
girlfriend, who Pace said was serving five months in jail, ac-
cording to the statement. Pace explained that he needed
to be jailed with her so she would not be stressed, police
said.

Pace shoved the officerinan attempt to be arrested, but
the officer demurred until Pace pulled out a bundle of drug
paraphernalia, police said.

It's unclear if Pace has a lawyer or if he has been able to
see his girlfriend. The woman's identity was not immedia-
tely made public.
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this day in histo @

1991 LAST DITCH EFFORTS TO
AVOID GULF WAR

The United Nations Secretary General will leave shortly
forBaghdadin afinal diplomatic effort to avoid war against
lraq.

Javier Perez de Cuellar is expected to raise the possi-
bility of sending a UN peacekeeping force to Kuwait to
oversee the peaceful withdrawal of Iragi troops.

Saddam Hussein is under UN orders to pull his soldiers
out of Kuwait within five days. A Security Council resolu-
tion authorises the use of force against Iraq if he fails to
comply.

Talks in Geneva between the Iragi Foreign minister, Tariq
Aziz, and the American Secretary of State, James Baker,
broke down yesterday.

After more than six hours of negotiations, Mr Baker
said he had heard nothing from the Iragis to suggest they
were preparing to meet the UN deadline.

An official statement from Iraq today said the army was
longing for a showdown.

Mr Perez de Cuellar will meet Saddam Hussein in two
days'time. UN officials have denied there are any specific
peace plans on offer, but a spokesman confirmed there
had been some discussion about a peacekeeping force.

The UK Foreign Secretary, Douglas Hurd, said the time
for diplomacy was past: "If Saddam Hussein does stay
in Kuwait then he will be attacked... It's not going to be
altered one way or the other by little bits and pieces of
gestures.”

Mr Baker is on his way to Saudi Arabia where he will be
discussing plans for war rather than peace. He said: "I
think there is still a path for peace, that path leads from
Baghdad now and the choice is with the government of
lrag."”

Britain's ambassador to Irag, Harold Walker, has been
recalled from Baghdad following the breakdown of yes-
terday's talks in Geneva.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Iraqg refused to comply with the UN ultimatum for its
troops to withdraw from Kuwait and at 2330 GMT on 16
January 1991, Operation Desert Storm began.

The Allies launched a devastating and sustained aerial
bombardment involving cruise missiles launched from US
warships and US, British and Saudi Arabian fighter planes,
bombers and helicopters.

After more than a month of intensive air attacks, the
Allies launched a land offensive, on 24 February. One day
later, the Iragis began retreating.

On 28 February, President George Bush declared victory.
Kuwait was liberated but Saddam Hussein remained in
power in Baghdad until the second war against Iraqg in
2003.
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no unpredictability! Today, give
up some control.

CROSSWORDS

carefully laid plans. But not to
worry.

1-Frozen treats; 5- Thor's father; 9- It's owed; 13- Female horses;

15- Game played on horseback; 16- Raines of film; 17- Shrimp; 18- Electric fish;
19- Arrest; 20- Draft org.; 21- Seemingly forever; 23- African fly; 25- In this place;
26- Examines searchingly; 27- Refrigerator; 30- Help; 31- Flat contract; 32- lllegal;
37- Farm dwellers; 38- Lots of lots; 40- Detest; 41- Greek god of the sea; 43-
Loudness units; 44- Actress Gardner; 45- Naive; 47- Recluse; 50- Payment for
travel; 51- Negligent; 52- Soprano Gluck; 53- Where some vets served; 56- Some
Ivy Leaguers; 57- Emilia's husband; 59- Family tree member; 61- Pineapple vendor;
62- Final Four org.; 63~ Satan; 64- Anna of "Nana"; 65- Goldfinger portrayer Frobe;
66- Comic Foxx;

1- Little devils; 2- Bugs, clunkers, and rides, e.g.; 3- Historical chapters;
4- Attach by stitches; 5- Kitchen utensil; 6- Female rabbits; 7- Not in the pink;
8- Nares; 9- Brightest star in Cygnus;
10- Overjoy; 11- Rapture; 12- Story;

Yesterday’s solution

14- Blessed event?; 22- Metal-bearing [ " 'y ['s o
mineral; 24- Pop; 25- "Siddhartha” author; %[ s |u
26- Sheet of stamps; 27- Flutter; 28- “All [/ |7 |u
TheWay To___" song by REM; 29- Breaks |u B 5 T}
bread; 32- Caterer's coffeepot; 33- Entire; _ Tl
34- Temple; 35- Salt Lake City hoopsters; |[#+F1 14
36- Minus; 38- Notifying; 39- Cover; ':: ," o
42- Alpo alternative; 43- Maroon; 45- |7 T4 -
Financially solvent; 46- Male sheep; 47- |3 ¢ ¢ |’
Serf: 48- "South Pacific” hero; 49- Up:; 51- | NI |
Beatty Oscar film; 52- Petri dish gelatin; |& o s o
53- Campbell of "Scream”; 54- Sour; 55- | H.LIE G
Blend; 58- Top pitcher; 60- Occupational .‘:-I_'I -: 5

suffix;

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 — Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922

28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

28371333

Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28387333
Tourism 28 333 000

59 888 88
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900 ft2 $5,100,000 (ref: 19106003)

[Macaul Unigue Loft 2=l
2,200 ft* $9,990,000 (ref: 15115464)

[Taipal Manhattan Luxury 3k=2%
1,720 ft* $12,980,000 (ref: 19096006)

[Coloane] Large 3/4 room 2 3le= 2%
2,530 ft2 $13,800,000 (ref: 19096000)

@ AD
FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR RENT e %
[Taipa] Hoi Wan Garden 2emll [Taipal Manhattan High Floor 4le= 2% q:g;_]

2,305 ft* $26,800/mth (ref: 19091003)

x
property s

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

[Taipal New studio 1%

470 ft?  $9,500/mth (ref: 19101002)

[Taipa]l] Nova Grand 2km W
935 ft? $17,800/mth (ref: 19091005)

[Cotai]l One Grantai el L)
2,122 ft* $23,000/mth (ref: 19030001RT)
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TEXAS CITY PAID ENRIQUE IGLESIAS
$485000 FOR 2015 CONCERT

South Texas city used

$485,000 in taxpayer
money to pay singer En-
rique Iglesias to perform
at a holiday concert in
2015, according to con-
tract details made public
this week.

McAllen officials have
been concealing Iglesias’
contract terms, citing
exceptions in the Texas
Public Information Act.
But a broad transparency
measure that went into ef-
fect this week closed some
of what critics called ga-
ping holes in the state’s
open-records laws.

City Attorney Kevin Pa-
gan said the law “no lon-
ger excepts from disclosu-
re” Iglesias’ contract.

A bill Democratic state
Sen. Kirk Watson, of Aus-
tin, penned made many
details of a contract be-
tween a private entity or
person and government
agency public, including
cost, certain communica-
tions and bids, while also
protecting trade secrets
and proprietary informa-
tion.

Iglesias’ contract revea-
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led that McAllen provided
the artist with a chartered
flight from Guadalajara,
Mexico, purchased 24 ho-
tel rooms for two nights,
and offered him a variety
of sushi and sashimi.

“Residents finally are ge-
tting to see how their tax-
payer money was spent on
this entertainment event,”
said Kelley Shannon,
executive director of the
Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas.

The 32-page  con-
tract guaranteed Iglesias
$485,000 for his one-
-hour performance at the
McAllen Veterans Memo-

N

rial Stadium on Dec. 5,
2015, with half that sum
paid in advance. The ter-
ms also call for Iglesias’
crew to be provided a jui-
cer with a “huge, plentiful
selection of fruits and ve-
getables” including, bee-
ts, kale, watermelon and
mint.

The city also paid for
sound, lighting, special
effects and a runway at
the concert, the contract
shows.

Two rulings from the
Texas Supreme Court in
2015 significantly limited
public access to certain
government documents,

including lucrative gover-
nment contracts with busi-
nesses or performers such
as Iglesias.

One of the court’s ru-
lings was in the Boeing
Co. v. Paxton case, which
made it easier for govern-
ments to conceal informa-
tion about their business
with private companies.
It allowed governments to
withhold information that
could put the companies
at a competitive disadvan-
tage. The Texas Attorney
General’s Office has re-
peatedly used that provi-
sion to justify withholding
information.

BRAZIL JUDGE ORDERS

NETFLIX TO

REMOVE

FILM WITH GAY JESUS

Brazilian judge on We-
esday ordered Net-
flix to stop showing a Christ-
mas special that some called
blasphemous for depicting
Jesus as a gay man and
which prompted a gasoline
bomb attack on the satirists
behind the program.

The ruling by Rio de Janei-
ro judge Benedicto Abicair
responded to a petition by a
Brazilian Catholic organiza-
tion that argued the “honor
of millions of Catholics”
was hurt by the airing of
“The First Temptation of
Christ.” The special was
produced by the Rio-ba-
sed film company Porta
dos Fundos, whose head-
quarters was targeted in the
Christmas Eve attack.

Netflix told The Associa-
ted Press it would not com-
ment on the ruling

Porta dos Fundos also de-
clined to comment on the
judge’s decision, which con-
tradicted an earlier decision
rejecting censorship of the
program. The ruling is valid
until another court orders
otherwise.

Abicair said the program’s
withdrawal “is beneficial
not only to the Christian
community, but to Brazi-
lian society which is mostly
Christian.”

The ruling comes at a ime
when some cvil groups say
far-right Brazilian President
Jair Bolsonaro is waging a
“cultural war,” cutting fun-
ding for arts projects that
challenge “Christian values™
and inveighing against flam-
boyant carnival celebrations.

Earlly on the day befo-
re Christmas, a group of
hooded men attacked the
headquarters of Porta dos
Fundos with Molotov cock-
tails. No one was hurt. A vi-
deo circulating days later on
social media showed three
men claiming responsibility
for the attack.

The First Temptation of
Christ depicts Jesus retur-
ning home on his 30th birth-
day and insinuates he is gay.
Religious groups bristled at
the depiction. Creators of
the film have defended it as
legitimate freedom of ex-
pression.
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FOOTBALL tantly threatening in attack whi-

Zidane's experiment with five
midfielders pays off for Madrid

TALES AZZONI

THOUT some of

his best forwards,

Real Madrid coa-

ch Zinedine Zida-
ne trusted his midfielders to get
the job done.

Zidane used five players in
the midfield to make up for the
absence of forwards Karim Ben-
zema, Gareth Bale and Eden
Hazard in the semifinals of the
Spanish Super Cup against Va-
lencia on Wednesday in Saudi
Arabia, and it paid off handso-
mely.

Madrid had one of its best
games of the season, cruising
to a 3-1 victory and advancing
to Sunday’s final against either
Barcelona or Atlético Madrid.

Zidane used newly arrived
Luka Jovic as the lone striker
up front. Instead of adding
forwards Lucas Vazquez, Ro-
drygo or Vinicius Junior on the
flanks, he packed the midfield
with Francisco “Isco” Alarcén,
Luka Modric, Toni Kroos, Fede-
rico Valverde and Casemiro.

o
-
o
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Real Madrid’s Luka Modric celebrates a

fter scoring his side’s third goal

- -

Kroos, Isco and Modric each
scored to give Madrid the com-
fortable victory at King Abdullah
Sports City.

“We always like to try new
things,” Zidane said. “We could

have used two forwards, but we
decided to bring Isco and Modric
toward the middle and give more
space to the fullbacks. It’s an atta-
cking-minded lineup. The impor-
tant thing is that we pressured our

opponent on its field. We wanted
to make things difficult for them
from the start.”

The tight midfield kept Madrid
in control throughout the match,
dominating Valencia by cons-

le not conceding much ground
defensively. Madrid ended with
more than 60% of ball possession
and exchanged a team season-hi-
gh 798 passes.

“We were in control,” Casemi-
ro said. “It was an experiment to
play with five midfielders and we
showed that it can be done.”

Zidane said the good perfor-
mance against Valencia does not
guarantee he will use the same
formation again.

“It was the choice today, but
we may change things again for
the next match,” Zidane said. “We
need to get some rest before we
start preparing for the final.”

Benzema, Madrids leading
scorer with 16 goals in all competi-
tions, didn’'t make the trip to Saudi
Arabia because of a left hamstring
injury, while Bale stayed home
because of a throat infection. Ha-
zard has been nursing an ankle
injury since last year.

The Spanish Super Cup is
being played in a “Final Four” for-
mat for the first time. Previously,
only the Spanish league winner
and the Copa del Rey champion
participated. Madrid made it this
year as the third-place finisher in
the league after Spanish cham-
pion Barcelona lost to Valencia in
the Copa del Rey final.

Madrid is seeking its eighth
Spanish Super Cup title. Barcelo-
na is the competition’s most suc-
cessful club with 10. AP
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We bring h.‘gh quai’.'ty of General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,

Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin

Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

medical service to Macau

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

Carpet Cleaning
Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
Website: www.peddermacau.com

T. 2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed
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Bizcuits

Leanda Lee

RED DURIAN AND
HEATED CONFUSION

Holidays away mostly bring with them some sort of
clarity. Focus elsewhere usually lends an objectivity
that is impossible from within the noise and mess of
day to day life. How many of us make life-changing de-
cisions and resolutions on holiday?

Those decisions come after confusion, dissonance
and an unknowing. This is where the new year brings
me. I have no resolution, there is too much dissonance.
The fires in Australia have had a destabilizing effect.

I am travelling in beautiful countries surrounded by
beautiful people who seem to be living quiet and rela-
tively content, if not resigned lives. What is there to do
in Brunei Bandar, we ask a young chatty Filipino at an
empty concept café. “Me? I work, I eat. I sleep. That's
all”. Simple. Surely there’s some turmoil, doubt or sear-
ching in his inner existence?

Now in Kota Kinabalu, we walk the streets after din-
ner in search of the red-fleshed durian dahlit. The cen-
tral market is bustling. It’s clean and abundant, and a
smelly-fruit haven. An orange “meat” dahlit is found.
It's smaller than most durians, cuter, less pungent—the
Hello Kitty of the King of the Fruits. We are on a mis-
sion for the red one, though. Go under the overpass
towards Chinatown, we've been told. There, ared one is
found, as well as taraps and cempeduks and kampong
durians, D8s and musang; it's a durian connoisseur’s
heaven. I dislike them, but am on the losing side of a
family obsession. It's about the search, the stall choice,
the bargaining, the flavor comparison, and the perso-
nalities.

We watch the antics of the stall holder. Chinese tou-
rists are given a show. Stall-holders banter in manda-
rin. They laugh. They tease. A decision is made; the
fruit chosen. The knife enters the hull and with “yi, er,
san!” it'’s twisted open with an orchestrated chorus of
“Hwaaaah!” as the seeds are revealed. It’s a festival of
durian flesh.

The boss is different from the others, fairer comple-
xion, outgoing, erudite. “Where’re you from, boss?” He
smiles, “What do you think?” Part Kadazan? I have my
doubts. “Half Chinese, half Tagalog” he laughs as he
turns to tease a brazen (given the Muslim sensitivities)
Chinese lady with a bare midriff. She looks the sort to
be doing a visa U-turn from Macau.

Chinese tourist numbers are down and the durian-
-seller is a little worried. He shrugs. Who knows why?
Our search complete, for now, we eat. Simple.

Yet, the holiday simplicity has not distracted me from
unease caused by the fires and the heated divisive ar-
guments. Australia still burns and will continue to burn
for weeks more. We need rain, but not too much to ero-
de our precious soil devoid now of vegetative structure.

The blame-game and ideologies are pitting citizens
against each other - less to understand, more to vent
and win arguments. Extended drought, fuel reduction
(mis)management, global warming, population grow-
th in fire-prone areas, conservation policies, govern-
mentresponse, funding - there’s truth in all arguments.
Armchair ideologues do little to help while our 56,000-
odd volunteer firefighters get on with it, now finally
with defence force backup.

Yet, here I am, guiltily flying away adding to carbon
emissions, staying in air-conditional comfort while
smoke haze prompts the government to advise vulne-
rable Australians to stay indoors.

What we are seeing and reading about in Australia is
environmental feedback. Take this as a gift of warning
from Australia to the world.

This is the precise time to remind people that we are
not taking heed of centuries-old indigenous knowled-
ge—that man’s role is guardian of, not master of, the na-
tural world - and decades-old scientific evidence - that
industrial emissions will precipitate climate-related
risks for natural and human systems. In times such as
this of heightened confusion, emotion and relevance,
we learn best.

Change and adaptation is needed on a global scale.
Due to socio-economic, political, institutional, tech-
nological, financial and environmental constraints,
there is yet to be a consensus on how, but growing con-
sensus that it must be now.

THE

BUZZ

Suspected Islamic militants launched a rocket attack that wou-
nded 17 U.N. peacekeepers in northern Mali, authorities said
Thursday.

Olivier Salgado, spokesman for the U.N. peacekeeping mission
in Mali, said the injured peacekeepers are from Chad and that
in addition two civilians were hurt in the attack on the camp in
Tessalit in Mali’s Kidal region.

While there was no immediate claim of responsibility, suspi-
cion immediately fell on the Islamic extremists who have long
been active in the area, targeting U.N. forces and Malian soldiers.

More than 100 U.N peacekeepers have been killed in Mali since
2013 when the mission began in the aftermath of a French-led
military operation to oust Islamic extremists from power in the
major towns across northern Mali.

AGNES KELETI, THE
OLDEST LIVING OLYMPIC
CHAMPION, TURNS 99

PABLO GORONDI

LTHOUGH she turned
9 on yesterday, even
a 9-year-old would have a
hard time keeping up with
Agnes Keleti’s irrepressible
energy and enthusiasm.
Keleti is the oldest living
Olympic champion and a
Holocaust survivor. She won
10 medals in gymnastics —
including five golds — at the
1952 Helsinki Games and at
the 1956 Melbourne Games.
Still, speaking on the eve
of her birthday at her elegant
apartment in downtown Bu-
dapest, Keleti hardly wanted
to mention her achievemen-
ts and her long life, which in-
cludes adventures and great
accomplishments, but also
heartbreak and tragedy.
Keleti’s family was de-
cimated during the Holo-
caust, which she survived
thanks in part to assuming
a false identity and working
as a maid. While her mother
and sister also survived, her
father and uncles perished
at Auschwitz and were
among the 550,000 Hunga-
rian Jews killed in Nazi dea-
th camps, Hungarian forced
labor battalions, ghettos or

AP PHOTO

Agnes Keleti demonstrates her flexibility as she poses for a photo
with her son Rafael

Helsinki Games, as well as a
silver in the team event and
two bronzes, Keleti won three
individual golds in Melbour-
ne — balance beam, floor
exercise and uneven bars —
and another in a team event,
while also winning silver in
the all-around competition
and another team event. She
could have won even more
but an injury kept her from
competing at the 1948 Lon-
don Olympics.

shot to death into the Danu- She doesn't watch sports

be River. on television these days, not
“The past? Let’s talk about  even the Olympics, which

the future” Keleti said. “aren' very interesting. I pre-

“That's what should be beau-  fer mountain climbing.”

tiful. The past is past but the- The climbing days may

re is still a future.” be behind her but she seems
Even her Olympic memo- most happy taking walks

ries seem to center not on her
athletic prowess — among
Jewish athletes, only Ame-
rican swimmers Mark Spitz
and Dara Torres have won
more Olympic medals — but
rather on the travel oppor-
tunities her sporting career
offered.

“It's not the medals that
are significant but the ex-
periences that came with
them,” Keleti said while hol-

around Budapest, where she
returned a few years ago after
living for decades in Israel, or
traveling to places like Barce-
lona, which she visited last
year.

Keleti who began her
gymnastic career at the age
of 4 and won her Olympic
medals at the hard-to-believe
ages of 31 and 35, was also a
talented cello player and, af-
ter moving to Israel in 1957,

ding some of theninemedals taught gymnastics for years.

she still has (one was repor- “I love children and I also
tedly lent to a journalist fora love to teach them,” she said.
project and never returned). Asked about the most im-
“I loved gymnastics because  portant thing children shou-

it was possible to travel for
free.”

Even standing on the po-
dium to get her medals didn't
really appeal to her: “I didn't
want to show myself. I loved
to do gymnastics.”

After winning a gold me-
dal in the floor exercise at the

1d learn, Keleti answered wi-
thout hesitation: “The joy of
life.”

Keleti, whose infectious
laugh seems always ready
to spring into action, has a
favorite prank for those ex-
pecting to meet a frail, weak
lady entering her 100th year.

She extends her hand in gree-
ting, makes sure her grip is
good and tight, and suddenly
yanks the unsuspecting “vic-
tim” toward her with surpri-
sing force.

“I'm strong,” she says with
a big chuckle after the pull.

AP PHOTO

India Envoys from 15
countries including the
United States arrived

in Indian-controlled
Kashmir yesterday, the
first visit by New Delhi-
based diplomats since
the government stripped
the region of its semi-
autonomous status and
began a harsh crackdown
five months ago. The
diplomats were driven
by Indian authorities

in a motorcade amid
tight security from the
airport to the military
headquarters in Srinagar,
where they were briefed
on the security situation,
an army officer said.

Australia Residents

in the path of wildfires
razing southeast Australia
were urged to evacuate
yesterday if they don't
intend to defend their
homes as hot and windy
conditions are forecast to
escalate the danger over
the next two days. The
Rural Fire Service in New
South Wales state has
told fire-weary community
meetings south of Sydney

“And silly!” in the coastal towns of
While she stopped doing lglotvvra, NargO”t“s at”d
full leg splits on the floor not ateémans bay tha

long ago, she still does them
standing up while holding
her son Rafael's hand, or sit-
ting on a couch.

If there's one issue she
continues to have an opi-
nion about, it’s the prematu-
re pressure and exhausting
exercises young gymnasts
may be exposed to.

“That’s not good,” Kele-
ti said. “Tough gymnastics
exercises damage their deve-
lopment. It shouldn' be star-
ted early.

“Not to mention that, in
the first place, it’s the chil-
dren’s minds that should be
developed, not their bodies.”

What did she do to train
her mind?: “I studied langua-
ges and I saw the world.”

Keleti has been given a
long series of prestigious
awards in Hungary and Is-
rael, including being one of
Hungary’s 12 “Athletes of the
Nation” since 2004 and get-
ting the Israel Prize, conside-
red that state’s highest honor,
in2017.

But, as with her Olympic
medals, she doesn't seem im-
pressed by the recognition of
her successes.

“I excelled?” she asks, al-
most incredulously. “I did
what I could and thats it.” AP
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northwesterly winds were
likely to once again drive
blazes toward the coast.

Lebanon Prosecutors
issued a travel ban for
fugitive ex-Nissan chief
Carlos Ghosn and asked
him to hand in his French
passport yesterday,
following an Interpol-
issued notice against him,
ajudicial official said. The
travel ban comes after
Ghosn was interrogated
by prosecutors for nearly
two hours over the
notice about the charges
he faces in Japan over
financial misconduct.

Spain's Supreme

Court has ruled that
animprisoned Catalan
politician will remain
behind bars despite a
European court ruling
that his election to the
European Parliament gave
him immunity. A lawyer
had requested Oriol
Junqgueras' release so the
separatist leader could
travel and take his seat in
the EU legislature.



