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A CHINESE MEDICINE RESEARCHER 
HAS CALLED ON THE PUBLIC NOT TO 

JUDGE HIS SUBJECT’S EFFECTIVENESS 
BEFORE LEARNING ABOUT IT

A NETIZEN TOOK TO SOCIAL MEDIA TO 
COMPLAIN ABOUT A SMOKY STAIRWAY 

CAUSED BY NEIGHBORS BURNING 
PAPER OFFERINGS INDOORS  P6 P3 P2

HEALTH AUTHORITIES 
PREPARE ‘WUHAN ILLNESS’ 

CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR CNY
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China-Russia Russia’s 
constitutional changes 
that prompted the prime 
minister’s departure 
won’t affect increasingly 
close ties between 
Beijing and Moscow, 
China said yesterday. 
Under Putin and Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping, the 
China-Russian “strategic 
cooperative partnership 
has entered a new era, 
becoming increasingly 
mature, stable and 
resilient,” Foreign 
Ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said at a 
daily briefing.

China German 
researchers said 
yesterday they have 
developed the first 
diagnostic test for a new 
virus that has emerged in 
central China. The virus 
was first detected in the 
Chinese city of Wuhan 
last year and cases have 
since been reported in 
Thailand and Japan. 

Australia Specialist 
firefighters have 
saved the world’s last 
remaining wild stand of 
a prehistoric tree from 
wildfires that razed 
forests west of Sydney, 
officials said yesterday. 
Firefighters winched 
from helicopters to 
reach the cluster of 
fewer than 200 Wollemi 
Pines in a remote gorge 
in the Blue Mountains a 
week before a massive 
wildlife bore down.

Iran-Ukraine The 
governments of 
countries that lost 
citizens when Iran shot 
down a Ukrainian airliner 
demanded yesterday 
that Tehran accept 
“full responsibility” and 
pay compensation to 
the victims’ families. 
The foreign ministers 
of Canada, the U.K., 
Afghanistan, Sweden 
and Ukraine issued 
the statement after a 
meeting at the Canadian 
High Commission on 
Trafalgar Square.

Air Quality Good

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S

 P9

The U.S. 
intelligence service 
is capable of 
exploiting security 
vulnerabilities to 
hack into older 
iPhone models 
without Apple 
Inc.’s help. That 
won’t end the 
standoff between 
the FBI and Apple, 
though.

ELLA LEI CALLS ON TURBOJET 
WORKERS TO KNOW THEIR RIGHTS

‘One country, 
two systems’ 

could remain 
after 2047, says 

HK leader

 P7
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Lawmaker 
urges Audit 
Commission 
to review 
government 
companies
THE role of the Government’s Audit 

Commission is to supervise the per-
formance of publicly-funded companies, 
lawmakers Leong Sun Iok and Ella Lei 
told a press conference yesterday.

The lawmakers noted that the com-
mission’s job description includes re-
viewing the performance of entities of 
which at least half have their annual bud-
gets paid by the government.

The commission is entitled to audit the 
assets, liabilities, profits or losses, as well 
as other accounts of those companies. It 
can audit company efficiencies and cost 
effectiveness.

The lawmakers have sent a letter to the 
commission, urging it to work in accor-
dance with its job description and audit 
the accounts and performance of those 
companies.

Both Leong and Lei believe that such 
scrutiny will improve transparency and 
build a foundation for future analysis and 
investigation.

Both lawmakers are of the position 
that the government should publicize 
the existence of affiliated companies, in 
addition to procurement procedures, fi-
nancial management, capital investment 
and how profit is used.

A government report stated that, as 
of the end of 2018, there were 13 publi-
cly-funded companies, which ran on a 
total investment of 9.3 billion patacas. 
Meanwhile, Sonia Chan, director of the 
Office for the Planning of Supervision 
over Public Assets, a new entity created 
by Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng when he 
took office last year, revealed that the 
number of publicly funded companies 
had risen to 23.

The scrutiny would only apply to com-
panies in which the government holds 
more than a 50% stake. For other com-
panies operating with non-government 
controlled investments, such as Air Ma-
cau, the government may not have legal 
authority over them.

In the long run, both lawmakers agree 
that legislation is the only way forward. 
Although the Chief Executive has inaugu-
rated a new office, it has no legal oversi-
ght authority. Legislation is thus needed 
to empower the office to conduct effecti-
ve work. AL

Do not be quick to judge 
Chinese medicine, scholar says

Celebrated Matilda adaptation 
coming to Macau this April

THE Macau Cultural 
Center (CCM) will 

present a theater adap-
tation of Roald Dahl’s 
classic children’s novel, 
Matilda, this April, to be 
accompanied with ori-
ginal music and lyrics 
from celebrated Austra-
lian singer-comedian 
Tim Minchin.

Co-organized by 
GWB Entertainment 
and CCM, this perfor-

mance, conceived by 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, is suitable for 
the whole family. The 
witty and playful adap-
tation by Dennis Kelly 
has been seen by eight 
million people worl-
dwide.

According to a press 
statement released by 
CCM, the electrifying 
tale of “Matilda The Mu-
sical” celebrates the de-

fiant spirit of children. 
The inspirational 

story follows an asto-
nishing girl whose ta-
lents are constantly be-
littled by her cruel pa-
rents and the terrifying 
school headmistress. 
Dreaming of a better 
life, the young Matilda 
uses her vivid imagi-
nation to challenge the 
odds and take destiny 
into her own hands.

“Matilda the Musical” 
premiered in 2010 befo-
re delighting audiences 
not only on London’s 
West End and New York 
City’s Broadway, but 
also in countries such as 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, the Philippines 
and Korea.  

Distinguished with 
over 90 international 
awards, including 23 ac-
colades for Best Musical 

and a record-breaking 
seven Olivier Awards, 
Matilda has been prai-
sed with a stream of fi-
ve-star reviews across 
the globe. The show’s 
premiere in Macau is 
part of an Asian tour 
which, according to 
CCM, has been warmly 
received with acclaim 
in each venue it has 
been staged.

Matilda The Musi-
cal will perform eight 
shows scheduled from 
14 to 19 April (Tuesday 
to Sunday) at CCM’s 
Grand Auditorium. DB

JULIE ZHU

A researcher specializing in 
Chinese medicine has cal-

led on the public not to judge 
the effectiveness of Chinese me-
dicine before learning about the 
subject. 

Yesterday, the State Key La-
boratory of Quality Research in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine 
held its fourth meeting of the 
Second Academic Committee. 
On the sidelines of the meeting, 
associate professor Wang Chun-
ming shared the laboratory’s re-
cent achievements and offered 
some comments on Chinese 
medicine. 

Talking from the perspective 
of a scholar, Wang indicated that 
for those with doubts or precon-
ceived notions about Chinese 
medicine, they must approach it 
with evidential support. Having 
first been trained in chemistry 
research, Wang later directed 
his efforts to Chinese medici-
ne research. He has discovered 
“beautiful findings” from the 
field. 

“That means that we should 
focus on evidence,” Wang voi-
ced. “As a scholar, I would sug-
gest that we should not be too 
quick to judge. We should try to 
understand something.”

In Wang’s opinion, there is “no 
modern medicine or traditional 
medicine,” only different ways of 
understanding the world. 

The scholar also believes that 
there is stronger and clearer evi-
dence to suggest that Chinese 

medicine is “very important” to 
the world. 

In 2019, the State Key Lab 
achieved scientific publications 
and technology transfer. 

Commenting on the labora-
tory, Wang said that it has gathe-
red researchers from across the 
world. 

“We are the first lab across the 
two universities,” said Wang, re-
ferring to the Macau University 
of Science and Technology and 
the University of Macau. Accor-
ding to Wang, this has meant 
ample resources and an exce-
llent research output in Chinese 
medicine research. 

Since its establishment in Ja-
nuary 2011, the laboratory has 
been bringing together Macau 
experts in Chinese medicine to 
contribute to the lab. Being the 

first State Key Laboratory in Chi-
nese medicine and the first of its 
kind in Macau, the laboratory 
enjoys the advantage of the uni-
que position Macau offers as a 
bridge from China to the world, 
according to Wang. 

Talking about the laboratory’s 
future development, Wang ho-
pes that it can take advantage of 
Macau’s unique position to work 
as an innovative laboratory. The 
laboratory is also expected to 
contribute to Macau’s economic 
diversification, as both the local 
government and the central go-
vernment require Macau to be 
involved in technological inno-
vation. 

Wang, who is also the Pro-
gramme Director at the labora-
tory, remarked that “if there are 
ways that universities, hospitals, 

government and companies 
can find to cooperate [in terms 
of Chinese medicine], it would 
be very exciting.” 

Cheang Kun Wai, member of 
the Administrative Committee 
of the Science and Technology 
Development Fund (FDCT) said 
during the meeting that, within 
15 years, the FDCT has granted 
a total of 1.4 billion patacas to 
academic research institutions. 
Chinese medicine and medical 
biotechnology are two of the 
most important fields for FDCT 
sponsors. 

Cheang also remarked that 
the FDCT will continue to su-
pport Macau local research or-
ganizations and medicine com-
panies to work with the Hengqin 
Chinese medicine technology 
industrial park. 
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Health authorities prepare CNY 
contingency plans for Wuhan outbreak
T

HE local government 
has established con-
tingency plans to deal 
with the possible de-

tection of the Wuhan pneumo-
nia over the Chinese Lunar New 
Year holidays, in light of the 
expected large number of visi-
tors to the city. The contingency 
plans in place cover the provi-
sion of local medical services 
and work on epidemic preven-
tion.

According to a statement 
published by the Government 
Information Bureau, Macau au-
thorities are acting in full com-
pliance with the guidelines of 
the World Health Organization, 
following the outbreak of the vi-
ral pneumonia in Wuhan, Hebei 
Province.

During the Lunar New Year 
period, the government will 
provide timely updates to the 
public regarding its strategies 
for the prevention - or if neces-
sary the control - of the spread 
of the newly-identified corona-
virus.

On Wednesday, Macau’s In-
ter-departmental Taskforce on 
Pneumonia of Unknown Cau-
se held a meeting to review the 
city’s disease-control prepara-
tions for the upcoming holiday 
period.

The taskforce discussed mea-
sures including the issuance of 
guidelines for mainland studen-
ts and workers that are currently 
based in Macau, as well as the 

enhancement of temperature-
-monitoring screening at mari-
time terminals, land-based che-
ckpoints, and inside casinos.

Also on Wednesday, the go-
vernment held a press conferen-
ce for the officials that returned 
from the Wuhan study visit. The 
Director of the Centre for Di-
sease Control and Prevention, 
Lam Chong, said experts there 
had provided details on the de-

velopment of the viral outbreak, 
measures to control the spread 
of the virus and the appropriate 
treatment for infected patients.

As of January 13, there was a 
total of 41 people recorded in 
Wuhan as having contracted ill-
ness caused by the newly-iden-
tified coronavirus. Six people 
are in a critical condition and 
one has died.

Currently, further pathogenic 
and epidemiological investiga-
tions are ongoing.  The national 
public health authorities con-
ducted environmental assess-
ments at the Wuhan wholesale 
food market where some of tho-
se infected had been working. 
No samples from animal pro-
ducts sold there had been found 
to contain the identified coro-
navirus.

The World Health Organiza-
tion previously mentioned that 
there appeared to be only ‘limi-
ted’ potential for human-to-hu-
man transmission of the coro-
navirus. In other situations whe-
re there appeared to have been 

animal-to-human transmission 
of a virus – such as H5N1 avian 
flu – there has also been low 
potential for human-to-human 
transmission.

Since the start of the year, 
medical institutions in Macau 
have together recorded a total of 
13 illness cases, each involving a 
patient with fever and respira-
tory problems, who had visited 
Wuhan in the past 14 days. Tests 
had shown that none of the 13 
patients had the Wuhan pneu-
monia virus.

The most recent case invol-
ved a 4-year-old boy visiting 
from Wuhan, who had com-
plained of fever and respiratory 
problems. After testing, it was 
confirmed that he had type A 
influenza related to seasonal 
factors.

The government also used 
the statement to remind the po-
pulace that the city holds suffi-
cient reserve stocks of medical 
supplies, including masks, haz-
mat (hazardous materials) suits, 
and disinfection agents. DB
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THE Tourist Price Index (TPI) for the fourth 
quarter of 2019 decreased by 0.22% year-

-on-year to 139.50, according to the latest data 
from the Statistics and Census Service, owing 
to lower hotel room rates and falling prices of 
handbags and clothing.

Among the various bundles of goods and 
services, the price indexes of clothing and foo-
twear (-5.87%) and accommodation (-2.39%) 
dropped significantly, while the indexes 
for food, alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
(+3.04%), entertainment and cultural activities 
(+3.02%), miscellaneous goods (+2.59%) and 
restaurant services (+2.29%) all saw year-on-
-year increases.

In comparison with the previous quarter, 
the TPI for the fourth quarter of 2019 increased 
by 7.36%. The price index for accommodation 
surged by 27.71% due to higher hotel room ra-
tes during the National Day holidays, the Ma-
cau Grand Prix and Christmas holidays. 

Moreover, new arrivals of winter clothing 
pushed up the price index of clothing and foo-
twear by 7.84% quarter-to-quarter.

The average TPI for the whole year of 2019 
went down by 0.37% year-on-year to 133.85. 
The decrease was mainly attributable to rece-
ding hotel room rates across the whole year 
compared with 2018 and falling prices of han-
dbags and ladies’ clothing. Meanwhile, higher 
charges for restaurant services and local food 
products offset some of the decrease. 

Analyzed by bundles of goods and services, 
price indexes of clothing and footwear (-5.31%) 
and accommodation (-2.5%) declined notably 
year-on-year, whereas the indexes of entertain-
ment and cultural activities (+3.17%) and food, 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco (+2.83%) 
showed relatively strong growth. JZ

MELCO Resorts & Entertainment yester-
day announced that a one-month discre-

tionary bonus will be paid to all eligible non-
-management employees today.

As cited in a press release, Lawrence Ho, 
chairman and CEO of Melco Resorts & Enter-
tainment, said, “ahead of the Chinese New Year, 
we are pleased to announce a discretionary bo-
nus in recognition of our eligible non-manage-
ment colleagues’ hard work, loyalty and dedica-
tion to the company throughout the past twelve 
months.”

The gaming operator did not specify what 
proportion of its team members would benefit 
from the discretionary bonus.

The firm is the fifth casino operator to an-
nounce a bonus equivalent to one months’ 
salary following the latest announcement on 
Monday of MGM Macau’s distribution of its 
Chinese New Year bonus, which benefits 97% 
of its workforce.

Usually, gaming operators announce their 
discretionary bonuses to staff members before 
the Chinese New Year. In recent years during 
July and August, some casino operators have 
also offered a second bonus that is also equal 
to one-month pay.

Melco to pay 
CNY bonus today

Tourist Price 
Index for 
fourth quarter 
falls 0.22%

Former IPIM president, Jackson Chang

Former IAM official sentenced to 
four years for abuse of power
THE former head of the 

Municipal Affairs Bu-
reau’s (IAM) Division of Ins-
pection and Veterinary Con-
trol, Choi U Fai, was senten-
ced to four years in prison 
for abuse of power and for 
providing false income state-
ments.

The Court of First Instance 
(TJB) sentenced the former 
official to two years and three 
months for a crime of conti-
nuous abuse of power, one 
year and six months for a cri-
me of simple abuse of power, 
and one year and six months 
for misrepresentation of in-
come.

The TJB ruled a single sen-

tence of four years in prison, 
TDM Radio reported.

The TJB noted that he was 
sentenced for having the “in-
tention of making a profit for 
himself or another, by taking 
advantage of his power, viola-
ting his duties,” which cons-
titutes an abuse of power.

Without the approval of 
the bureau, the division head 
assigned his subordinates to 
lend government-owned me-
dical equipment to the clinic.

The court also found that 
Choi “did not even declare 
his assets that were required 
to be declared” for tax purpo-
ses

Choi was found guilty of 

abusing his power in the af-
termath of the Macau (Yat 
Yuen) Canidrome’s closure 
by directing the placement of 
greyhounds to an animal cli-
nic in which he secretly held 
a stake.

The suspect was allegedly 
a “hidden” shareholder of a 
private vet clinic that won a 
government contract to pro-
vide medical care for and 
perform neutering surgery 
on over 500 greyhounds.

The case was exposed 
by the Commission Against 
Corruption after it received a 
complaint from Zoe Tang, the 
former employee of Anima 
Macau, alleging that some 

public servants had mishan-
dled the subsequent placing 
of the greyhounds.

Choi was a long-time ad-
vocate for the Canidrome’s 
closure, disclosing to the 
press as early as in 2012 that 
dozens of greyhounds were 
being killed each month.

A total of four defendants 
were sentenced - three with 
actual imprisonment, with 
sentences ranging from two 
to four years. One was fined 
with a total of 216,000 pata-
cas.

The TJB said that the 
defendants’ conduct had 
damaged the image of the ci-
vil service. LV

T
HE former president 
of the Macau Tra-
de and Investment 
Promotion Institute 

(IPIM), Jackson Chang has 
been officially charged for se-
veral crimes including corrup-
tion, money laundering and 
breach of secrecy – six months 
after he was placed in custody.

According to a report by 
TDM Radio, the Public Prose-
cutions Office (MP) has filed 
charges against the former 
high-ranking public official, 
along with his wife and dau-
ghter.

Meanwhile, Gloria Batalha 
Ung, who returned to IPIM 
late last year, will also go to 
trial on charges of abuse of 
power and breach of secrecy.

Chang has been under cri-
minal investigation since Oc-
tober 2018 for alleged irregu-
larities regarding the granting 
of residency status through in-
vestment schemes, uncovered 
by the Commission Against 
Corruption.

Three high-level public ser-
vants including Chang and 
Ung were under investigation 
owing to their alleged com-
mission of  duty-related cri-
mes in the process of vetting 
and approving applications 
for “real estate investment im-
migration”, “major investment 
immigration” and “skilled 
workers immigration”.

Enforcement measures 
were imposed including the 

suspension of public office, 
and restrictions from leaving 
the Macau SAR.

Following the scandal, the 
Secretary for Economy and Fi-
nance, Lionel Leong, appoin-
ted two officials to replace 
Chang and Ung, namely the 
current executive director of 
IPIM Irene Lau and Casimiro 
de Jesus Pinto, who is an ad-
visor in the Secretary’s Office, 

respectively.
Only after a few months of 

leading the bureau, Lau had 
already reported 40 suspi-
cious applications of major 
investment immigration and 
technical immigration.

Lau previously told the me-
dia that the cases were disco-
vered after IPIM conducted a 
review of immigration appli-
cations. 

Ung returned to the ins-
titute on November 1, 2019, 
taking on the role of senior 
technician in the Department 
for Economic and Trade Pro-
motion with the Portuguese-
-speaking Markets.

Ung returned to IPIM be-
cause the suspension of du-
ties measure applied during 
the investigation phase was 
lifted. LV

MP officially charges Jackson 
Chang for series of crimes
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Gov’t calls for urgent 
legislation on hazardous 
goods storage
LEGISLATION covering ha-

zardous products is urgently 
needed, the Office of the Secre-
tary for Security said in a state-
ment released on Wednesday.

The office said that Macau’s 
hazardous goods are mostly im-
ported, and stored in industrial 
buildings or on construction si-
tes. However, these storage spa-
ces were not designed for kee-
ping dangerous chemical goods. 
Usually, the design of the buil-
dings does not include specific 
fire prevention facilities.

A major concern articulated 
by the Office of the Secretary for 
Security is that Macau’s indus-
trial buildings are near to its re-
sidential buildings. The security 
authority is concerned that a po-
tential accident could threaten 
the life and property of the resi-
dents.

Currently, Macau does not 
have a law to specifically regulate 
hazardous goods. The five secre-
tariats have their own ordinances 
for hazardous goods. However, 
the bills do not coordinate with 
each other and there is a lack of 
standardization for their han-
dling.

The existing laws are unable 
to serve the need for the monito-
ring of hazardous goods and the-
refore a comprehensive review of 
Macau’s hazardous goods regu-
lations is needed, the office said. 
It was also said that the Chief 
Executive, Ho Iat Seng, attaches 
great importance to the matter 
and has already demanded rele-
vant government departments 
study the issue, consult the pu-
blic, and make new proposals.

At the same time, the Chief 
Executive wants to resolve the re-
location of Ilha Verde hazardous 
goods storage.

The Office for the Secretary 
for Security and the Fire Services 
Bureau completed the drafting of 
the hazardous goods ordinance 
six months ago, having listened 
to the opinions of various gover-
nment departments on the con-
tent of the draft. 

Currently, the security autho-
rity is reviewing opinions to im-
prove the provisions in the draft 
before it is submitted to the Exe-
cutive Council. 

The security authority will also 
carry out a process of public con-
sultation on the bill. JZ

Netizen loses breath 
in smoky staircase
SMOKE emitted from bur-

ning paper offerings filled 
the staircase of a condominium 
building, causing a resident 
breathing difficulty, a social 
media post noted.

The author of the social me-
dia post is not originally from 
Macau. The author asked whe-
ther it is common that people 
burn paper offerings in enclo-
sed staircases. The staircase, 
according to the post, has no 
window, and so the smoke cou-
ld only move upward.

It is not unusual for people 
to burn paper offerings during 
this time of the year, often at 
their homes. Chinese folklore 
practices require certain reli-
gious offerings to be made be-
fore the arrival of the Chinese 
New Year.

Replies to the social media 
post showed that many neti-
zens had experienced similar 
problems before. One user said 
they called the Fire Services Bu-
reau after discovering a similar 
incident.

“I tried calling 999,” the reply 
read. “Firefighters came and ex-
tracted the smoke using massi-

ve fans. From then on, my nei-
ghbor stopped burning paper 
offerings in the staircase.”

The Times contacted the Fire 
Services Bureau for comment 
on these cases, but did not re-
ceive a reply by press time.

According to a release wri-
tten earlier by the bureau, the 

public are reminded to “consi-
der safety and mind flammable 
objects nearby when burning 
paper offerings.”

In one notice, the bureau ci-
ted precedents of fire accidents 
in other parts of the world, whi-
ch started with people burning 
items inside enclosed areas. AL
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Frequency of buses to 
Cotai to be cut during 
Chinese New Year 

Four bus routes to Cotai will see their 
frequency reduced during the upcoming 
Lunar New Year holiday. The four bus routes 
affected are 59, 71, 72, and 73. The special 
arrangement will last from January 19 until 
February 2. During this period, these buses 
will head out every 12 to 20 minutes. Buses 
71, 72 and 73 share the same terminal 
at the University of Macau and transport 
passengers between the school and Taipa 
and between UM and the Macau peninsula. 
Route 59 runs between the Border Gate 
and Coloane. The Transport Bureau (DSAT) 
expects that during the period there will 
be fewer travelers because there will be 
fewer university students and construction 
workers, which means that public transport 
resources can be better distributed.
 

More HKZMB buses to run 
during upcoming holiday 

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
shuttle buses will run more frequently during 
the upcoming Lunar New Year period. 
According to the Guangdong provincial 
transport authority, on a daily basis 216 
HKZMB shuttle buses will head out to meet 
the forecast demand from Hong Kong, 
Guangdong and Macau travelers. According 
to mainland media reports, as of December 
2019 a total of 550,000 trips, approximately 
80 on average per day, were provided by 
shuttle buses, which transported more than 
18 million passengers. In order to provide 
more convenience to passengers, additional 
e-payment methods will become available to 
purchase tickets.

TurboJet pay cut prompts 
lawmaker action
L

AWMAKER Ella Lei is 
suggesting that Tur-
boJet employees, who 
are reportedly facing 

pay cuts, inform themselves of 
their legal rights.

TurboJet, an operator of fer-
ry services in the Greater Bay 
Area, had its plan to enforce 
pay cuts of between 8% and 
12% for most of its staff unvei-
led this week by Hong Kong 
media. It was reported that 
employees are being forced 
to choose between accepting 
the reduction and leaving the 
company.

“We suggest affected em-
ployees become informed 
about their rights from govern-
ment bodies and trade unions,” 
said Lei on the sidelines of a 
press conference yesterday.

What differentiates the si-
tuation from the worst-case 
scenario for the affected em-
ployees is that Macau laws pro-
vide extra protection. 

“There are legal stipula-
tions governing pay cuts,” the 
lawmaker advised. “For instan-
ce, according to the law, even if 

they take the pay cut, they get 
compensation calculated on 
their original salary if they get 
fired within two years.”

For the time being, no Tur-
bojet employee has contacted 
the lawmaker for help. The 
lawmaker is still considering 
whether it may be necessary to 
proactively disseminate related 
information to the workers.

Macau’s tourism regulator 
has forecast a drop in visitor ar-
rivals this year, which could en-
tail a tougher business climate. 

The lawmaker is keeping track 
of industry needs.

“We have been encouraging 
employees to become infor-
med about their labor rights,” 
she said.

For employees concerned 
about the closure of their em-
ployers’ businesses, Lei assured 
that “the government runs a 
fund to settle unpaid salaries to 
employees of a dissolved com-
pany.”

But the lawmaker stated that 
there are certain restrictions. 

The fund only pays outstan-
ding salaries of up to six mon-
ths prior to the dissolution of 
the company.

On the other hand, the fund 
only settles the unpaid salaries 
after the finalization of all re-
quired procedures. It may take 
years for dismissed employees 
to eventually receive unpaid 
salaries.

The amount paid by the 
fund needs to be repaid by the 
then-owners of the dissolved 
company. AL



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
17.01.2020 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 8
GREATER BAY 大灣區

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

Hong Kong is months 
behind on tax collection

Kyle Bass’s doomsday call on HK isn’t convincing markets
KYLE Bass is convin-

ced Hong Kong is 
headed for a financial 
crisis, and he’s warning 
investors every chance 
he gets. Few seem to be 
listening.

The Dallas-based he-
dge fund manager, who 
made a fortune betting 
against subprime mort-
gages more than a decade 
ago, issued his latest dire 
Hong Kong forecast on 
Wednesday, saying in a 
Bloomberg TV interview 
that the city would suffer 

a “full-fledged banking 
crisis” in 2020. Citing a 
“collapse” in the local 
economy and high levels 
of financial leverage, he 
compared Hong Kong to 
Iceland and Ireland befo-
re those nations’ banking 
systems imploded during 
the global financial crisis.

While few doubt that 
Hong Kong’s economy 
is suffering after seven 
months of anti-govern-
ment protests, the city’s 
markets have shown litt-
le sign of an impending 

banking calamity.
A gauge of the city’s fi-

nancial stocks is trading 
near an all-time high af-
ter outpacing gains in the 
broader market this year 
and posting an advance 
of nearly 1% on Thur-
sday. While interbank 
borrowing rates have in-
creased over the past 12 
months, they remain far 
below levels that prece-
ded previous crises. The 
Hong Kong dollar, which 
Bass is betting against, 
has recently appreciated 

toward the strong end of 
its trading band against 
the U.S. currency.

Howard Lee, a depu-
ty chief executive at the 
Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority, wrote in a blog 
late last month that the 
city’s financial markets 
are stable, supported by 
a “well-tested” currency 
peg and “robust” banking 
sector. The de facto cen-
tral bank has not seen any 
significant fund outflows 
since the protests began, 
he said. Hong Kong dollar 

deposits were little chan-
ged at HKD6.9 trillion 
($888 billion) in Novem-
ber from a month earlier, 
according to official data.

“Yes we are in a reces-
sion, but living in Hong 
Kong you can see that 
property prices, the sto-
ck market, they’re still 
doing relatively well,” 
said Kenny Wen, a stra-
tegist at Everbright Sun 
Hung Kai Co. in Hong 
Kong. “I really don’t think 
we’ll see a banking crisis 
in the near future.”

Of course, Bass’s pre-
dictions about subprime 
mortgages in 2007 ulti-
mately proved prescient, 
even as many investors 
shrugged them off at 
the time. If Hong Kong’s 
economy continues to 
weaken and the city’s sky-
-high real estate prices 
tumble, banks could face 
a surge in soured loans. 
Another flareup in pro-
test violence could easily 
snuff out recent gains in 
the local stock market. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

SHELLY BANJO & ERIC LAM

HONG Kong is behind on 
its taxes.

Hundreds of thousands of 
residents are still waiting in 
January for their salaries tax 
bills, which normally start to 
land in mailboxes in July. The 
hold up is due to a legislative 
backlog linked to the anti-go-
vernment protests that have 
gripped the Asian financial 
capital for the last seven mon-
ths.

Only about one-third of tax 
assessments for individuals 
have been made as of Dec. 
31, according to the city’s In-
land Revenue Department. 
Authorities are further along 
in collecting corporate taxes, 
having assessed 77% of profi-
ts tax returns as of Dec. 31, it 
said. Assessments are the tax 
bills and refund notices resi-
dents and businesses receive 
after filling out their returns.

The number of salaries tax 
assessments made for indi-
viduals represent 35% of the 
corresponding figures from 
last year, according to the de-
partment. Salaries and profits 
taxes account for about 37% 
of the government’s projected 

total revenue for 2019-2020.
Hong Kong’s tax backlog 

highlights how the pro-demo-
cracy protests that have ro-
cked the city for months have 
not only crippled the city’s 
economy, but have also put 
Hong Kong’s reputation as a 
well-run, efficient city at risk. 
A bill to lower 2018-2019 taxes 
was being debated in the Le-
gislative Council back in June 
before the body was suspen-

ded for three months amid the 
large-scale protests.

“This is a symptom of a bi-
gger drop in efficiency we’ve 
seen in Hong Kong over most 
aspects of governing,” said 
Willy Lam, adjunct professor 
at the Centre for China Stu-
dies at the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong.

Lam, who hasn’t received his 
own tax assessment yet, said 
that “after seven months of pro-
tests, Hong Kong’s chief exe-
cutive and her administration 
has been demoralized. They 
have to be extra careful before 
rolling out new policies.”

TAXMAN COMETH
Angered by Beijing’s 

growing influence over the 
semi-autonomous city, inclu-
ding now-scrapped legisla-
tion that would have allowed 
extraditions to the mainland, 
demonstrators stormed Hong 
Kong’s Legislative Council 
building on July 1 and in-
flicted HKD40 million ($5.1 

million) in damage.
The legislature didn’t 

reopen until October. The tax 
law passed the following mon-
th, and the city’s revenue de-
partment said it began issuing 
its first batch of tax demand 
notes in December. It was the 
first time the agency waited 
so late in the year to issue the 
tax assessments, which are 
typically issued starting from 
July every year, government 
spokesman Alson Wong said.

“The government has 
collapsed over the last six 
months,” said Antony Dapiran, 
a Hong Kong-based lawyer and 
the author of “City of Protest: 
A Recent History of Dissent in 
Hong Kong.” “It can’t even get 
its act together to send out its 
tax bills on time.”

The unrest has plunged 
Hong Kong into its first re-
cession since the global fi-
nancial crisis. Economists 
predict year-on-year declines 
will continue in the first two 
quarters of 2020, with tourism 

and retail sectors suffering 
steep drops. Unemployment 
is rising, with the jobless rate 
for the food and beverage sec-
tor at its highest level in more 
than eight years.

‘NOW DELAYED’
The city is expected to face 

its first budget deficit since 
the early 2000s thanks to in-
creased government spen-
ding on things like police 
overtime and relief measures. 
Meanwhile, tax receipts will 
be lower because retail sales, 
tourism and other sectors are 
down. Delays in receiving tax 
payments could exacerbate 
the existing shortfall.

“In making the projection 
for tax revenue, this factor 
will be taken into considera-
tion,” said Ivy Choui, a gover-
nment spokeswoman, of the 
factor of delays in receiving 
tax payments.

Choui didn’t say when the 
agency would finish sending 
out the tax bills but that some 
assessments might not be due 
until the next fiscal year be-
ginning April 1. Payment due 
dates are set at least 6 weeks 
from the issue dates of the de-
mand notices, she said.

The tax delays are impac-
ting residents like Clementine 
Demange, who lives in Hong 
Kong with her husband and 
17-month-old toddler and 
works in banking. She moved 
to Hong Kong from France six 
years ago and has prized the 
city’s efficiency and ease.

The overdue assessments 
have made it hard for her fa-
mily to plan how much mo-
ney to put aside and “I was all 
the more frustrated because 
I needed my tax assessment 
to finalize an investment in 
France that’s now delayed,” 
she said. “Given the tense so-
cial environment we totally 
understood that there could 
be delays. It’s just unfortu-
nate that we badly needed 
our tax assessment this year.” 
BLOOMBERG
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Macau, HK deputies briefed 
on top legislature’s work

China’s top legislature Wednesday briefed 
deputies from Hong Kong and Macau to the 
13th National People’s Congress (NPC) on its 
major work in 2019 and the preliminary plan 
for this year in the city of Zhuhai, Guangdong 
Province. Yang Zhenwu, secretary-general of 
the NPC Standing Committee, called on Hong 
Kong and Macau deputies to make preparations 
for the upcoming annual session of the NPC, 
fulfill their duties in accordance with the law and 
take an active part in the management of state 
affairs. The National Development and Reform 
Commission and the Ministry of Finance also 
informed the deputies of the implementation of 
the annual plan on national economic and social 
development and the implementation of the 
central budgets in 2019.

19 suspects arrested for 
smuggling watches

Police in Guangdong Province have recently 
broken up a gang who smuggled watches, 
the local customs office said. An investigation 
showed that a smuggling gang made use of a 
watch trading company to purchase medium 
and high-grade watches abroad, brought them 
back to China through the mail with counterfeit 
declarations or by smugglers and finally sold 
them via online platforms for profit. More than 
90,000 smuggled watches worth 400 million 
yuan ($58 million) were involved in the case. 
On Jan. 6, the anti-smuggling bureau of the 
General Administration of Customs launched 
a raid, teamed up with customs of Shanghai 
and Guangdong, and arrested 19 suspects in 
different localities. Further investigation into the 
case is underway.

25,000 suspects captured 
for online gambling

Chinese police cracked over 7,200 criminal cases 
of online gambling and detained 25,000 suspects 
in 2019, the Ministry of Public Security said 
yesterday. The police seized and froze more than 
18 billion yuan (about $2.62 billion) of gambling-
related money last year, said Li Jingsheng, an 
official with the ministry, at a press conference. 
More than 1,100 Chinese suspects involved in 
cross-border online gambling were handed over 
to Chinese police from overseas in 2019, said Li, 
adding that the police destroyed the networks of 
foreign casinos soliciting gamblers in China. The 
ministry also unveiled 10 typical cases of cross-
border online gambling. In one case, police in 
Guangdong Province arrested 112 suspects and 
froze 112 million yuan of crime-related money 
after destroying a criminal gang that operated 
online gambling in last September.

H
ONG Kong’s leader 
Carrie Lam said 
yesterday that the 
‘“one country, two 

systems’’ framework under 
which the city enjoys freedoms 
unknown in China could con-
tinue after a 2047 deadline if 
loyalty to Beijing is upheld. 

Lam’s comments at the Le-
gislative Council appeared to 
be an appeal to those in the 
city who see Beijing as tighte-
ning its control over the semi-
-autonomous territory’s civic, 
economic and political life.

Hong Kong has been wra-
cked by often violent anti-go-
vernment protests since June, 
although they have dimi-
nished considerably in scale 
following a landslide win by 
opposition candidates in races 
for district councilors late last 
year. 

Hong Kong was handed 
over from British to Chinese 
rule in 1997 with a promise 
that it would maintain its own 
capitalist economy and Wes-

tern-style institutions for 50 
years. 

“Only if we insist on imple-
menting the ‘one country, two 
systems’ principle and practi-
ce it continuously and fully ... 
then I think there will be enou-
gh grounds for ‘one country, 
two systems’ to move ahead 
smoothly and there would be 
no change after 2047,” Lam 
said. 

“We have to uphold the 
principle of ‘one country.’ Only 
by doing this, can ‘one coun-
try, two systems’ be moving 
forward smoothly.” 

Lam’s comments echo lan-
guage from China’s Commu-
nist Party leaders, who say 
Hong Kong’s unique system is 
predicated on respect for Chi-
nese sovereignty over the terri-
tory. Beijing routinely accuses 
political opponents in Hong 
Kong of seeking to split the ter-
ritory from the mainland with 
the backing of foreign forces. 

The pro-democracy pro-
tests were sparked by pro-

posed legislation that could 
have seen suspects extradited 
to face trials seen as unfair 
and possible torture in Chi-
na. While the legislation was 
eventually scrapped, the mo-
vement grew to adopt new 
demands, including calls for 
universal suffrage and an in-
dependent investigation into 
police conduct. 

While Lam has rejected 
those points, she said yester-
day she hoped to announce 
next month the formation 
of a committee to look into 
the root causes of the unrest. 
Academics, experts and social 
leaders have been recruited to 
the Independent Review Com-
mittee, although some are re-
portedly reluctant to join out 
of fear of personal attacks or 
online harassment if their per-
sonal information is leaked by 
opponents. 

Along with political con-
cerns, the skyrocketing cost of 
housing and increased econo-
mic competition from main-

land China are believed to 
have fueled the protests. 

During the contentious le-
gislative session, Lam repeate-
dly defended police action as 
angry lawmakers demanded 
to know why her government 
isn’t responding to public de-
mand for an independent in-
vestigation into alleged police 
brutality during the protests.

She said that police were 
merely performing their duty 
to maintain public order and 
had deployed “minimal force.” 
The government says com-
plaints against police are being 
handled by the force’s own in-
vestigative division. 

At one point, a lawmaker 
asked Lam, a practicing Ca-
tholic, whether she was afraid 
of going to hell. When she do-
dged the question in her reply, 
he asked her “When are you 
going to die?”

Several opposition 
lawmakers were ordered to 
leave the meeting after repea-
tedly interrupting Lam. AP

Carrie Lam says special status 
can endure beyond 2047
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China policies keep Europe firms 
from Belt and Road, report says

TECHNOLOGY

Specter of more US restrictions weighs on Huawei
VLAD SAVOV

THE so-called phase-one 
U.S.-China trade pact 

has done little to allay fears 
about Huawei Technologies 
Co.’s prospects and tho-
se of its key suppliers, two 
analyst research reports su-
ggest.

Morgan Stanley and Cre-
dit Suisse warned of the 
likely trickle-down impact 
of U.S. sanctions on Huawei 
should they remain in pla-
ce or be tightened even 
further. Restrictions could 
slow the pace of China’s fif-
th-generation networking 
rollout, which would affect 
Taiwan Semiconductor Ma-
nufacturing Co. and fellow 
technology and manufac-
turing providers, one report 
said.

Tensions over tech are 
likely to remain as the 

Trump administration 
considers steps to further 
limit the ability of Ameri-
can companies to supply 
Huawei. This comes even 
as Treasury Secretary Ste-
ve Mnuchin said on We-
dnesday he doesn’t “view 

Huawei as a chess piece” 
in continuing negotiations 
with China.

Morgan Stanley analys-
ts forecast Huawei’s total 
smartphone volume at 200 
million this year, a decline 
of 40 million from 2019. 

Without regaining access to 
the Google Mobile Services 
suite on Android, Huawei’s 
“smartphone shipments 
would be close to zero in 
Western Europe,” said the 
analysts. That compares 
to shipments of 29 million 

units in 2018 and 21 million 
devices through the first 
three quarters of 2019 for 
the region, they added. 
The European market had 
served as a catalyst for 
Huawei’s consumer divi-
sion, which was itself the 
biggest growth engine for 
the Chinese company.

Closer controls on 
Huawei would also im-
pact its key suppliers. Chi-
pmaking giant TSMC, whi-
ch counts Huawei as its 
second largest customer 
after Apple Inc., relies on its 
semiconductor orders for 
10% of revenue, according 
to Bloomberg data. Credit 
Suisse wrote that TSMC 
would lose a chunk of that 
business in the event of in-
creased sanctions, though 
the hit would be partially 
offset by other customers 
like Apple and Advanced 

Micro Devices Inc. expan-
ding their orders. TSMC re-
ports earnings later today, 
hoping to shake off a two-
-day decline in share price 
amid added uncertainty 
about U.S. pressure.

Some Asian tech names 
stand to benefit under new 
supply chain scenarios, 
Samsung Electronics Co. 
most notable among them. 
It’s expected to soak up the 
Western Europe smartpho-
ne demand that would 
emerge without competi-
tive Huawei devices on the 
market, Morgan Stanley 
said. Credit Suisse echoed 
the positive sentiment, ad-
ding that the Samsung LSI 
chipmaking division would 
“benefit supplying the mid-
-tier Qualcomm chips and 
Exynos family” in the absen-
ce of Huawei from key glo-
bal markets. BLOOMBERG

EUROPEAN companies have 
been largely excluded from 

President Xi Jinping’s Belt and 
Road Initiative due to the domi-
nant role of China’s state-owned 
enterprises and opaque bidding 
processes, the European Cham-
ber said, raising questions about 
the country’s commitment to 
opening the program to the wor-
ld.

A small number of European 
companies in China are invol-
ved in BRI, the European Union 
Chamber of Commerce in China 
said in a survey of its members 
released Thursday in Beijing, with 
transparency topping the list of 
challenges European companies 
face. A slighter larger number of 
European companies have seen 
positive knock-on effects throu-
gh access to new logistics options 
and increased trade flows with 
countries hosting projects, it said.

“One of the most notable as-
pects about BRI-related projects 
is that they are rarely transparent,” 
the report said, adding that the 
businesses had come up against 
challenges to participation since 
the program’s inception. Given 
Belt and Road’s scale, most res-
pondents referred to their level of 
involvement as “crumbs from the 
table,” the report said.

Of 132 respondents to the Eu-
ropean Chamber’s survey, just 20 
indicated they had bid on at least 
one BRI-related project, with se-
ven bidding as direct contractors 

and 13 as subcontractors. Most 
of them have participated after 
being pulled in by Chinese busi-
ness partners or the government. 
All but a scant few have played 
niche roles, like providing certain 
technology, it said.

More than half of the respon-
dents said there was insufficient 
information available to Euro-
pean companies seeking to make 
bids, and nearly 40% said that 
procurement systems for BRI-re-
lated projects weren’t transparent 
enough.

“China’s colossal national 

champions - boosted by state-
-aid and cheap financing - are 
securing an unusually large pro-
portion of contracts when com-
pared to multilateral develop-
ment schemes,” said European 
Chamber president Joerg Wut-
tke. “Europe needs to determine 
how to respond to this export of 
the China model to shield itself 
from market distortions and stay 
competitive in third-country 
markets.”

China foreign ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang said Chinese 
and foreign companies partici-

pating in the BRI followed market 
rules “based on the principle of 
fairness.”

“They participate in specific 
projects in an open and transpa-
rent way. The bidding process is 
transparent,” Geng told reporters 
in Beijing Thursday. “Whether 
companies participate or not is 
entirely companies’ own choice.”

The report comes as BRI, Xi’s 
signature trade and infrastructure 
initiative, has attempted to clean 
up its image after criticism that it’s 
a debt trap for poor countries and 
allegations of corruption. While 

he has advocated for the program 
to be more open, the European 
Chamber said it was not yet an in-
clusive, open global initiative.

Improving the quality of the 
projects is critical in order to “pre-
vent ‘promise fatigue’ from once 
again becoming endemic in the 
international community,” it said.

China’s government clearly 
took note of some negative per-
ceptions of the BRI during the ini-
tiative’s first half decade and “took 
corrective action,” the report said. 
Roughly a quarter of all respon-
dents indicated that the BRI was 
changing, trending toward im-
provement rather than worsening 
across various aspects of the initia-
tive.

Italy became the first Group of 
Seven country to sign up for BRI 
last March. As of June, China had 
established third-party market 
cooperation mechanisms with 
14 developed countries including 
France and Japan. Third-party 
market cooperation - signing up 
a developed nation to help build 
infrastructure in a Belt and Road 
countries - is the focus of the 
next phase of BRI to de-politici-
ze the project and bring in more 
stakeholders, Bloomberg repor-
ted.

The cooperation paper is chie-
fly a political declaration by two 
governments, Wuttke said. In 
terms of business, “it has yet to 
produce any new opportunities 
for that country’s companies, 
and hasn’t driven the openness, 
transparency and accountability 
that we enjoy in multilateral fi-
nance schemes or schemes run 
by OECD member countries like 
Japan,” he said. BLOOMBERG
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US, China sign phase one of trade deal
SHAWN DONNAN, JOSH 
WINGROVE & SALEHA MOHSIN

T
HE U.S. and China sig-
ned what they billed as 
the first phase of a broa-
der trade pact yesterday 

[Macau time] amid persistent 
questions over whether President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to rewrite 
the economic relationship with 
Beijing will ever go any further.

The deal commits China to do 
more to crack down on the theft of 
American technology and corpo-
rate secrets by its companies and 
state entities, while outlining a 
$200 billion spending spree to try 
to close its trade imbalance with 
the U.S. It also binds Beijing to 
avoiding currency manipulation 
to gain an advantage and includes 
an enforcement system to ensure 
promises are kept.

The ceremony in a packed 
East Room at the White House 
included Trump, dozens of Ame-
rican business people and U.S. 
lawmakers and Chinese officials 
and marked a rare moment of 
friendship lately between the 
world’s two largest economies. 
Acrimonious talks stretching back 
almost three years have roiled fi-
nancial markets, cast a cloud of 
uncertainty over investment de-
cisions and hurt growth in both 
nations.

“This is a very important and 
remarkable occasion,” Trump 
said. Fixing what he sees as the in-
justices of past trade deals is “pro-
bably the biggest reason why I ran 
for president,” he added. “Toge-
ther we are righting the wrongs of 
the past.”

In a letter to Trump read out at 
the ceremony, Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping said the deal proved the 
two sides could work together to 
bridge their differences and de-
clared it “good for China, the U.S. 
and the whole world.”

China Gives Trump Live Airti-
me as ‘Win-Win’ Trade Deal Sig-
ned

The benchmark S&P 500 set an 
intraday record for the sixth con-
secutive trading session, finishing 
short of an earlier all-time intra-
day high. Stocks in Asia were mi-
xed yesterday, with shares in Hong 
Kong largely flat.

Economic Dialogues
The deal, sealed on the same 

day the House voted to refer arti-
cles of Trump’s impeachment to 
the Senate, seems most focused 
on arriving at peace in the trade 
war. Among its requirements is a 
resumption of the economic dia-
logues that past administrations 
have held with China.

But the new pact has already 
been criticized for what is mis-
sing. It does nothing to address 
areas like what U.S. authorities 
have long claimed is China’s sta-
te-backed hacking of American 

companies and government ins-
titutions. Nor does it require the 
Asian power to reform the vast 
web of state subsidies that form 
the spine of its model of state 
capitalism and have helped fuel 
the rapid growth of Chinese com-
panies internationally.

The administration says many 
of those issues will be 
covered in a second 
phase of a deal, thou-
gh when those talks 
will begin and how 
long they will take 
remains uncertain. 
In the meantime, 
the U.S. is also set to 
maintain tariffs on 
roughly two-thirds 
of imports from Chi-
na, something that 
Trump said was es-
sential as leverage over the coun-
try until it agreed to further refor-
ms.

Asked about a phase two deal, 
Chinese foreign ministry spokes-
man Geng Shuang said Thurs-
day afternoon that Beijing and 
Washington would have to to 
accommodate each others’ main 
concerns while implementing 
phase one.

“The two sides need to work to-
gether in the spirit of equality and 
mutual respect to strictly observe 
the trade agreement, accommo-
date each other’s core concerns 
and implement the phase one 
agreement,” Geng told reporters 
in Beijing.

“As soon as this kicks in we’re 
starting phase two,” Trump said. 
“I will agree to take those tariffs 
off if we’re able to do phase two, 
otherwise we don’t have any cards 
to negotiate with.”

Trump’s top negotiator, U.S. 
Trade Representative Robert Li-

ghthizer, told reporters ahead of 
the signing that the administra-
tion was focused on implemen-
ting the initial agreement in the 
short term. Any further negotia-
tions would only come after that, 
he said, adding that the initial im-
plementation of phase one could 
take until the spring.

Business groups broadly wel-
comed the agreement. But the 
lack of clarity on where things 
would go next also led many to 
call for those to be pursued more 
urgently so that tariffs could be 
lifted. The U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce said it was critical for the 
two sides to begin negotiations on 
a second phase “as soon as possi-
ble”.

“The work isn’t done yet,” said 
Craig Allen, head of the U.S.-Chi-
na Business Council, which repre-
sents American companies doing 
business in the Asian nation. “The 
phase-one agreement should 
be swiftly followed by continued 
phase-two negotiations on re-
maining issues.”

Democrats in Congress, 
meanwhile, blasted the agree-
ment, saying Trump - in agreeing 
to the limited pact - gave away 
vital leverage he might have used 
to resolve tougher issues in the 
trade relationship, including Chi-

na’s “massive subsidies” to some 
key industries. “The administra-
tion, in order to get a deal at all 
costs before the 2020 election, has 
thrown the American worker and 
American business overboard,” 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said.

Chinese state media greeted 
the deal with cau-
tious optimism but 
also fear it could fall 
apart. “It is such a 
paradox that makes 
many people worry: 
Can a preliminary 
trade agreement, 
reached during a 
period when Chi-
na-U.S. strategic 
relations are clear-
ly declining, really 
work,” the English-

-language Global Times said in an 
editorial.

Trump called the deal more fo-
cused than a broader one that was 
on the table in May when talks 
broke down, triggering a summer 
of escalation that prompted wild 
swings in financial markets. He ar-
gued the deal was tougher as well. 
But missing from the agreement 
are many of the requirements for 
Chinese legal changes that U.S. 
negotiators accused Beijing of 
abandoning then, prompting the 
May breakdown.

The deal states China must 
apply criminal penalties on anyo-
ne caught stealing commercial se-
crets and do more to stop the sale 
of pirated goods online, as well as 
fake pharmaceutical products. It 
also requires Beijing to deliver an 
action plan within 30 days of the 
deal taking effect on how it in-
tends to meet its commitments 
on intellectual property.

Separately, it includes a broad 

commitment for China to stop 
pressuring American companies 
investing in the country to sha-
re technology with local join-
t-venture partners and for the 
government to stop supporting 
or directing Chinese firms to buy 
up strategic technologies by ac-
quiring foreign companies. Both 
have been chief complaints of the 
U.S., which has curbed inbound 
investments from China, particu-
larly in the tech sector.

One stated aim of the U.S. cra-
ckdown on China and companies 
like Huawei Technologies Co. has 
been to curtail their efforts to con-
trol strategic sectors like fifth-ge-
neration mobile networks and, as 
part of Xi’s “Made in China 2025” 
program, to dominate 21st cen-
tury industries like artificial inte-
lligence and robotics.

In his letter to Trump, read out 
by Chinese Vice Premier Liu He at 
the ceremony, Xi cited the “spirit” 
of the deal and urged Trump to 
allow investment by Chinese firms 
and said he hoped that “the U.S. 
side will treat fairly Chinese com-
panies”. He also urged the U.S. to 
allow continuing collaboration by 
universities and other institutions 
“to promote the mutual trust and 
cooperation between the two 
countries.” Both Chinese invest-
ment and research exchanges as 
well as the thousands of Chinese 
students in the U.S. have been a 
target for national security hawks 
in Washington who argue they are 
part of a broader technology cold 
war playing out.

Officials insist that they are 
harvesting significant commit-
ments from Beijing that mean 
the first phase of the agreement 
will benefit U.S. businesses and 
workers even if discussions never 
go any further. BLOOMBERG

The pact does nothing 
to address areas like 

what US authorities have 
long claimed is China’s 

state-backed hacking of 
American companies and 
government institutions
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TOTAIWANESE marines 
staged drills yesterday 

as part of a series of mi-
litary exercises following 
the reelection of pro-inde-
pendence President Tsai 
Ing-wen. 

The exercises focused 
on neutralizing threats 
from small groups of assai-
lants through small arms 
fire and hand-to-hand fi-
ghting. 

As in all such drills, the 
assumed enemy is the 
military of China, which 
claims Taiwan as its own 
territory to be brought un-
der its control by force if 
necessary. 

A spokesman for the 
Chinese Cabinet’s Taiwan 
Affairs Office reitera-
ted that threat yesterday 
in response to remarks 
by Tsai to the BBC that 
Taiwan had no reason to 
declare independence 
because it is already a so-
vereign nation. Officially 
known as the Republic of 
China, Taiwan split from 
the mainland during a civil 
war in 1949. 

“Taiwan is a sacred and 

ASHOK SHARMA, 
NEW DELHI 

INDIA yesterday asked 
China to avoid raising 

the Kashmir dispute at the 
United Nations Security 
Council, insisting it is a bi-
lateral matter between In-
dia and Pakistan.

The government issued 
a statement yesterday, a 
day after China requested a 
review by the U.N. Security 
Council of the U.N. obser-
ver mission in Kashmir. 

“China should reflect 
on a global consensus on 
Kashmir and avoid raising 
it at the United Nations,” 
India’s External Affairs Mi-
nistry spokesman Raveesh 
Kumar told reporters in 
New Delhi.

Most countries on the 
15-member council have 
urged India and Pakistan to 
cool the dispute and resol-
ve it between themselves. 
But on Wednesday, China’s 
U.N. ambassador warned 
against further escalation 
of strife between India and 
Pakistan over the disputed 

inseparable part of China,” 
spokesman Ma Xiaoguang 
said in a statement. “Our 
determination to safe-
guard national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity is 
rock-solid and we will not 
permit any person, any 
organization, any political 

Kashmir region and ex-
pressed hope that a Securi-
ty Council meeting called 
by Beijing might help both 
countries seek a solution 
through dialogue. 

Kumar said India has 
raised the matter with Chi-
na in the past.

The latest flareup in 
conflict was sparked by a 
decision by India’s Hindu 
nationalist-led govern-
ment to end the semi-au-
tonomous status of Mus-
lim-majority Kashmir on 
Aug. 5. 

A harsh crackdown 
ensued, with New Delhi 
sending tens of thousands 
more troops to the already 
heavily militarized region, 
imposing a sweeping cur-
few, arresting thousands 
and cutting off virtually all 
communications. 

Authorities have since 
eased several restrictions, 
lifting roadblocks and 
restoring landlines and 
cellphone services, but 
Internet service is yet to 
be restored in the Kashmir 
valley. AP

party, at any time, by any 
method to break away any 
part of China.”

Other exercises ear-
lier in the week featured 
Taiwan’s air force, which 
is undergoing a major up-
grade with the acquisition 
of the latest version of U.S. 

F-16 fighters and other ad-
vanced technology. 

China has an overwhel-
ming advantage in num-
bers of aircraft, ships and 
missiles with which it 
threatens Taiwan, promp-
ting the island to upgrade 
its defenses with high-te-
chnology solutions. China 
has periodically stepped 
up military intimidation 
by circling the island with 
air patrols, staging military 
exercises along the Taiwan 
Strait and sailing aircraft 
carriers through the wa-
terway dividing the island 
from the mainland. 

Any attack would also 
likely draw in the U.S., 
which is legally obligated 
to consider threats to the 
island’s security as a mat-
ter of “grave concern.” 

China’s strategies 
toward wresting control 
over Taiwan are believed 
to include using special 
forces to seize key military, 
political and economic 
infrastructure sites, whi-
le degrading the island’s 
defenses with aerial bom-
bing and missile attacks. 

Even in non-election 
years, Taiwan’s military ge-
nerally holds exercises in 
mid-winter to show its pre-
paredness to defend the 
island over the Lunar New 
Year festival, which this 
year begins on Jan. 25. AP

Taiwan holds latest military 
drills following elections

India asks 
China to avoid 
raising Kashmir 
dispute at UN

Patient in Japan confirmed as 
having new virus from China
MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

JAPAN’S government said yes-
terday a man treated for pneu-

monia after returning from China 
has tested positive for the new co-
ronavirus identified as a possible 
cause of an outbreak in the Chine-
se city of Wuhan.

The man developed a fever and 
cough on Jan. 3 while in Wuhan, 
returned to Japan on Jan. 6, and 
was hospitalized four days later 
as the symptoms persisted, with 
his X-ray image showing signs of 
pneumonia, the Ministry of Heal-
th, Labor and Welfare said.

Tests conducted Tuesday fou-
nd the same coronavirus as had 
been detected in other patients in 
the Wuhan outbreak, the ministry 
said.

The man has since been relea-
sed from hospital as his condition 
improved. He was only identified 
as a man in his 30s in the Kana-
gawa prefecture, west of Tokyo, 
and Kyodo News agency says he 
is Chinese. His family and medi-
cal staff who treated him have not 
been sickened. 

Officials in Wuhan said last 
weekend 41 people had pneumo-
nia caused by the new coronavi-
rus and a 61-year-old man had 
died — China’s first known death 
from the virus. The World Health 

Organization also has said it was 
consulting with Thai and Chinese 
health authorities after a case was 
reported in Thailand of a Chinese 
traveler. 

Eiji Hinoshita, an official at the 

ministry’s infectious disease sec-
tion, told reporters that the man 
told officials he did not go to the 
fish market in Wuhan linked to 
the pneumonia outbreak, but had 
“close contact” with at least one 

person with pneumonia symp-
toms at a place where he stayed 
during the visit. Ministry officials 
are checking further the patient’s 
activity and people he had con-
tact  in China and in Japan since 
his return, Hinoshita said. 

The news just ahead of the lu-
nar new year when many Chine-
se tourists are expected to travel. 
The ministry is urging those visi-
ting or returning from Wuhan to 
wear masks and promptly go to 
medical institutions if they have 
cough  and fever. But officials said 
the virus is not considered highly 
contagious and just passing by or 
talking to patients would not be a 
concern. 

China has sought to play down 
speculation that it could be a rea-
ppearance of the SARS epidemic, 
which killed hundreds in 2002 
and 2003.

Coronaviruses are a large fa-
mily of viruses, some of which 
cause the common cold. Others 
found in bats, camels and other 
animals have evolved to cause 
more severe illnesses.

Common symptoms include a 
runny nose, headache, cough and 
fever. Shortness of breath, chills 
and body aches are associated 
with more dangerous kinds of co-
ronaviruses, according to the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. AP
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Junichiro Hironaka, the lawyer of former Nissan chairman Carlos Ghosn

US envoy surprised that N. Korea 
didn’t give ‘Christmas gift’ 

Ghosn’s Japan lawyer quits after client’s flight to Lebanon
YURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO 

ONE of the Japanese 
lawyers for former 

Nissan Chairman Carlos 
Ghosn has stepped down 
from that job after his client 
fled the country. 

Junichiro Hironaka had 
been representing Ghosn in 
his defense against finan-
cial misconduct charges. 
His move, announced yes-
terday, was widely expected 
after Ghosn escaped to Le-
banon late last month. 

Hironaka said in a state-
ment that the entire team 
working on the case at his 
office will quit but did not 
outline reasons. He has said 
before he felt some empa-
thy for Ghosn’s reasons for 
escape, while stressing he 
had hoped to win vindica-
tion in court. 

Hironaka is respected 
for winning high-profile 
cases in this nation where 
the conviction rate is higher 
than 99%. Among the ca-
ses he has handled is that 
of Atsuko Muraki, a Welfare 
Ministry official accused of 
falsely approving a group to 

qualify for mail discounts. 
She was acquitted in 2010. 

Also yesterday, Nissan 
Motor Co. released steps it 

was taking to prevent a re-
currence of Ghosn’s scan-
dal, and reiterated its de-
nouncement of Ghosn. 

The automaker said in 
a report submitted to the 
Tokyo Stock Exchange that 
Ghosn had the authority to 

“single-handedly” determi-
ne directors’ compensation 
and such information was 
not shared with other de-
partments at the company. 

The underreporting of 
his future compensation 
is among the allegations 
Ghosn faced in Tokyo. 

In a news conference 
last week in Beirut, Ghosn 
insisted again that he was 
innocent of the charges, 
which also included brea-
ch of trust in diverting Nis-
san money for his personal 
gain. 

He said he fled because 
he felt he could not expect 
a fair trial in Japan.

Ghosn’s flight while he 
was out on bail awaiting 
trial means his case will not 
go on in Japan. Interpol has 
issued a wanted notice but 
his extradition from Leba-
non is unlikely.

Ghosn has accused Nis-
san and Japanese officials 
of conspiring to bring him 
down to block a fuller in-
tegration of Nissan with its 
French alliance partner Re-
nault SA of France. 

Ghosn, who has signed 

on an international team 
of lawyers, has expressed 
willingness to stand trial in 
Lebanon.

Nissan also said that 
Ghosn obtained compen-
sation from a venture com-
pany in the Netherlands 
set up Mitsubishi Motors 
Corp., a smaller Japanese 
automaker with which Nis-
san set up an alliance under 
Ghosn. 

Ghosn has denied 
wrongdoing about the 
spending at the venture. 

Nissan said independent 
outside directors had been 
added to its board. 

It denied recent repor-
ts about troubles in the 
Renault alliance, and has 
stressed the alliance re-
mains strong. 

Japanese prosecutors 
have said repeatedly they 
are confident they have a 
case, and Ghosn’s flight un-
derlines how he sought to 
skirt the law. 

Ghosn led Nissan, based 
in Yokohama, southwest 
of Tokyo, for two deca-
des, rescuing it from near-
-bankruptcy.  AP

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

THE U.S. ambassador to Sou-
th Korea said yesterday he 

was surprised and pleased that 
North Korea did not give the 
U.S. an unwelcome “Christmas 
gift” because of stalled nuclear 
disarmament talks, and that Pre-
sident Donald Trump is still con-
fident it will denuclearize.

North Korea had warned that 
its “Christmas gift” to the U.S. 
would depend on what action 
Washington took in the talks, 
leading to concerns that it might 
conduct a major weapons test. It 
hasn’t conducted any such test, 
although the U.S. didn’t meet a 
year-end deadline set by leader 
Kim Jong Un to make conces-
sions. 

“You can say that I personally 
was surprised. But I’m glad also 
[…] there was no Christmas gift,” 
Ambassador Harry Harris told 
reporters in Seoul. “Washington 
was ready for any eventuality, 
and we were all glad that the-
re was no ICBM test or nuclear 
test.”

He said both Trump and Sou-
th Korean President Moon Jae-in 
“are keeping the door open to 
negotiations and hoping Kim 
Jong Un will walk through that 
door.” 

“So the ball is in his court,” he 
said. 

During their first summit in 
Singapore in 2018, Kim made 

a vague pledge to work toward 
complete denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula and the 
two leaders agreed to improve 
relations to build lasting peace. 
Their two subsequent summits 
and other lower-level meetings 
haven’t achieved much progress 
in fleshing out those agreemen-
ts. 

Harris said Trump believes 
Kim will live up to the Singapore 
pledge. 

“President Trump [...] is still 
confident that Kim Jong Un will 
meet the commitment that they 
both made together in Singa-
pore,” Harris said. “We should 
focus on President Trump’s view 
that there is room for discussion 
here.”

Prospects for a restart of di-
plomacy are unclear. 

In a meeting of his ruling par-
ty late last month, Kim said he 
won’t denuclearize if the U.S. 
persists with its “hostile policy” 
toward his country. He also said 
he would soon unveil a new 
“strategic weapon” and no lon-
ger be bound by a weapons test 
moratorium that he announced 
at the start of his diplomacy with 
Trump. AP

US Ambassador to Seoul, Harry Harris
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Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius 

Poland, Lithuania vow to resist 
Russian historical offensive
LIUDAS DAPKUS 
& VANESSA GERA, VILNIUS

P
OLAND and Lithuania are 
working together to de-
fend themselves against a 
Russian historical offen-

sive that seeks to minimize Soviet 
responsibility for the outbreak of 
World War II, their foreign minis-
ters said yesterday.

Linas Linkevicius of Lithuania 
and Jacek Czaputowicz of Poland 
described recent Russian state-
ments that put blame on Poland 
for start of World War II as disin-
formation that they perceive as a 
threat to their nations.

 “We will not let the Kremlin 
manipulate history so easily and 
spread lies,” Linkevicius said after 
meeting Czaputowicz in Vilnius, 
the Lithuanian capital.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and other top Russian of-
ficials have made repeated sta-
tements in recent weeks blaming 
Poland — which was the first vic-
tim of World War II — for some 
role in sparking the conflict. The 
Russian comments have also 
sought to stress Polish anti-Se-

mitism as a trigger for the con-
flict.

Historians in the West say the 
Russian claims are baseless.

World War II began in 1939 
when Poland was invaded first by 
Nazi Germany, then by the Soviet 
Union two weeks later. The dual 
occupation came days after the 

two totalitarian states signed a 
pact with a secret protocol to car-
ve up Poland, the Baltic states and 
Finland. 

“They try to revive an image of 
Stalin as some sort of a good guy 
and also justify the Molotov- Ri-
bbentrop pact,” Linkevicius said. 
“We will not allow this to happen.”

Czaputowicz added: “We have 
agreed that our experts would 
cooperate closely in the area of di-
sinformation so that we can resist 
those threats together.”

A top European Union official 
a day earlier also came to Poland’s 
defense. EU Commissioner Vera 
Jourova told the European Par-

liament that she “rejects any fal-
se claim” that paints Poland as a 
perpetrator instead of a victim of 
the 1939-1945 war and that she 
“will not tolerate these attacks on 
Poland.” 

In another disputed Russian 
claim, Vyacheslav Volodin, the 
speaker of Russia’s lower house of 
parliament, the Duma, said this 
week that Nazi Germany’s loca-
tion of many of its extermination 
camps in occupied Poland was 
“facilitated” by pre-war anti-Se-
mitism.

That is an old anti-Polish ste-
reotype that was debunked by 
historians long ago.

While anti-Semitism was ram-
pant in pre-war Poland among 
nationalists and those on the ri-
ght, there were also Poles who 
opposed it. Furthermore, histo-
rians say the reason that so many 
death camps were operated on 
occupied Polish soil is because 
that is where most European Jews 
— who were marked for destruc-
tion by Hitler’s regime — were li-
ving.

The Auschwitz-Birkenau state 
museum, the custodian of the site 
of the most notorious German 
death camp, recommended that 
Volodin take its online lessons 
about Auschwitz’s complicated 
history. “Facts can help us to de-
fend ourselves against & prevent 
shameful falsifying and distortion 
of history,” the museum said We-
dnesday. AP
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Drivers traveling along a Kentucky highway didn’t have to 
check their direct messages to receive the infamous sex-
ting request: send nudes.

An electronic road sign that was hacked asked drivers on 
Highway 92 in Pine Knot to “send nudes,” news outlets re-
ported. 

Officials with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet said 
someone had hacked through the password-protected 
system. The sign belonged to a contractor doing cons-
truction work on the Ky. 92 realignment project through 
McCreary and Whitley counties, near the Tennessee bor-
der.

Driver Tevon Stephens told news outlets he noticed the 
“clearly hacked” sign while going to work. 

“But seriously, we needed to bring awareness to it so the 
road departments would add cameras or add locks to the 
equipment to keep from distracting the drivers,” Stephens 
said.

It’s unclear how long the message was on the screen. 
The contractor said none of their employees were invol-
ved in the prank.

‘Send Nudes’: Drivers shocked by 
road sign’s racy request

A huge earthquake has rocked Los Angeles, killing more 
than 20 people. 

The earthquake, which measured 6.6 on the Richter 
scale and lasted for 40 seconds, struck at 0431 local time 
(1231 GMT). 

More than 1,000 people have been injured and the dea-
th toll is expected to rise as rescuers continue to pull bo-
dies from collapsed buildings. 

Mayor of Los Angeles Richard Riordan has declared a 
state of emergency and an evening curfew has been im-
posed. 

The airport has been closed due to a lack of power and 
doctors are having to perform surgery in the open air be-
cause hospital buildings are severely damaged. 

The area worst hit is reported to have been the San Fer-
nando Valley where the quake is likely to have affected up 
to three million people. 

Los Angeles emergency services are stretched to the 
limit and using heat detecting cameras and listening 
equipment to trace signs of life beneath the rubble. 

One of the city’s fire fighters, Grove Lumas, said it was 
fortunate the quake had struck during the night. 

He said: “If this had happened in the middle of the day we 
would have been stacking up the bodies.” 

Experts are warning of potential aftershocks and poli-
ce have issued a statement warning of isolated cases of 
looting. 

The authorities have told residents to “stay home” and 
“stay calm”.

Courtesy BBC News

1994 Massive earthquake
	   hits Los Angeles

In context

Offbeat

The final number of dead was 60. 
The number of injured was 7,707 and more than 5,000 
buildings were deemed to be unsafe. Repairing the dam-
age to the city cost around $30 billion. 
The earthquake was felt as far south as San Diego 200km 
away and as far north as Las Vegas, 440km to the north 
east. 
President Clinton visited the area in the week following 
the earthquake and immediately asked Congress to raise 
$6.6 billion for an emergency relief fund. 
On the same date a year later and almost to the hour a 
massive tremor hit Kobe in Japan. Registering 7.0 on the 
Richter scale it killed more than 6,000 people. 

cineteatro
16 - 22 Jan

BAD BOYS FOR LIFE
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Adil El Arbi, Bilall Fallah
Starring: Will Smith, Alexander Ludwig, Vanessa Hudgens
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 123min

1917
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Sam Mendes
Starring:  Dean-Charles Chapman, George MacKay, Daniel Mays
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

JUDY
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Rupert Goold
Starring: Renée Zellweger, Jessie Buckley, Finn Wittrock
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1-Dutch cheese; 5- You ___ mouthful!; 10- Curve; 14- Shipping deduction; 

15- Arm bones; 16- A dish with many ingredients; 17- Jane Austen classic; 18- Femur 
for flavoring soup, e.g.; 20- Declare; 22- Large towns; 23- Courteous; 25- Ike’s ex; 26- 
Facade; 27- I get it!; 28- Native Nigerians; 32- Minerals; 33- The Little Mermaid; 35- 
___ dancing is popular with cowboys!; 36- Acid; 37- Body shop fig.; 38- Can metal; 39- 
Duds; 41- Collection of maps, Titan of Greek mythology; 43- Lots and lots; 44- Once 
more; 45- Dundee denial; 46- Treasure State capital; 48- Not a dup.; 50- Frost’s field; 
51- Mad confusion; 54- Big; 55- Legislative assembly; 57- Some TVs; 61- Writer Sarah 
___ Jewett; 62- Horizontal; 63- Blunted blade; 64- North Carolina university; 65- With 
cunning; 66- Move suddenly;
 
DOWN: 1- Hot time in Paris; 2- Hoover ___; 3- Upper limb; 4- Rubella; 5- Large island 
of Indonesia; 6- Having wings; 7- As to; 8- ___ es Salaam, Tanzania; 9- Reclusive; 10- 
Bells on ____ ring, making spirits bright...; 
11- “The Time Machine” race; 12- Mudville 
complement; 13- Female rabbits; 19- Carry 
the day; 21- No-win situation; 23- Individual; 
24- Jumpy; 25- Iota preceder; 26- River 
of Ghana; 27- Bridal path; 29- Acrid taste; 
30- Like some bagels; 31- Medicinal shrub; 
34- Put a new price on; 40- Tumid; 41- 
Creatures; 42- Soon; 43- Changed; 47- 
Hosp. readout; 49- Thor Heyerdahl craft; 
50- Discussion group; 51- Fraternal org.; 
52- British nobleman; 53- Bond classic; 54- 
Tax; 56- ___ Brooks, filmaker responsible 
for “Blazing Saddles”; 58- Tax pro; 59- ___ 
Lingus; 60- Movie backdrop;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Turning to friends and family 
members for comfort is always a good 
idea, but ultimately, you’ll find the 
right answers deep inside of  yourself. 
Right now, you are the best person for 
the job of  taking care of  you.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Things are uncertain right now, 
so if  you’re feeling tentative, 
you’ll be in for a glacial pace. 
Small energy bursts might pop 
up here and there, but overall it 
could be snoozy.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Unless you draw up a road map, 
some people could get lost, and quite 
a few tempers could blow. You’re in 
a very adaptable phase right now, so 
you might have to set the example 
for all the others to follow.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Step out of  your “official” mode 
and get down to real feelings 
and honest interaction. Timid 
conversations will leave you 
yawning. You need debate, 
vulnerability, and revelations today!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You have excellent self-control 
right now, but are you using it 
for the right reasons? Resisting 
temptation is a good way to 
use this strength you have, but 
subjugating your emotions is not. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s time to wise up to your power 
and flex your muscles a little bit more 
aggressively. Don’t feel intimidated 
by the authority figures around you. 
Just talk to them like normal people 
and they’ll respond favorably.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Someone who has a strong drive 
for success has a very narrow focus 
on their life right now, although 
it’s temporary. If  you’re feeling left 
behind in a cloud of  dust as they 
zoom ahead of  you, don’t worry.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
It’s all about imagination today! 
Revert back to your childhood days 
of  making up the world around 
you, because imagining something 
in a new form is the first step 
toward making real improvements.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your fiery enthusiasm for what 
you believe in is powerful. You 
can always make things happen 
with your emotional conviction, 
but today, rein in that power and 
keep it to yourself.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Avoid the urge to consult too 
many people about what you 
should do. Getting input is fine, 
but if  you ask too many people 
the same questions over and over, 
you might come off as insecure.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your talkative tendencies will 
come in extremely handy 
today! Whether on the phone 
or face to face, you can make 
some amazing changes happen 
with just a few suggestions.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Despite the fact that having a 
routine in your life might get 
boring from time to time, you’ll 
find a great deal of  comfort in 
knowing just what’s going on in 
your daily life for the next few days.

  Aquarius Pisces
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ROCKY “Soulman” John-
son, a WWE Hall of  Fame 

wrestler who became better 
known as the father of  actor 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson, 
has died. He was 75.

WWE issued a statement on 
Johnson’s death Wednesday ni-
ght. Johnson and Tony Atlas 
became the first black world tag 
team champions in WWE his-
tory when they defeated The 
Wild Samoans on Dec. 10, 1983. 

The statement didn’t provide 
details on the cause or location 
of  Johnson’s death.

“A loss for every fan of  @
WWE, Rocky Johnson was a 
barrier-breaking performer. Our 
thoughts are with his family at 
this time,” WWE executive and 
wrestler Paul “Triple H” Leves-
que tweeted.

Johnson later helped train his 
son, who adopted the Rocky 
moniker from his father. Johnson 
came to his son’s aid after a mat-
ch at WrestleMania in 1997. The 
Rock inducted his father into the 
WWE Hall of  Fame in 2008.

Former professional wrestler 
Brian Blair, another 1980s WWE 
star, was friends with Johnson 
for decades and they still went 
to church together in the Tam-
pa, Florida area. Blair told The 

Associated Press on Wednesday 
that Johnson had complained of  
an unspecified illness of  late and 
had missed church that he atten-
ded with Blair and other former 
wrestlers. Blair said Johnson’s 
wife, Sheila, was distraught over 
her husband’s death.

“He was just under the wea-
ther, he thought he had the flu or 
something,” Blair said by phone. 
“I said, ‘You, need to get che-
cked out, Rocky.’ He said he’d 
be OK. Then he missed this 
Sunday, a few days ago. When I 
talked to him again, he said he 
still wasn’t feeling good and he 
still missed church. He still didn’t 

get checked out. I talked to Shei-
la and she said he was just being 
stubborn. He died at home, to-
day.”

Johnson was born Wayde 
Douglas Bowles and started 
his wrestling career in the mid-
-1960s. He spent the bulk of  his 
career in the National Wrestling 
Alliance and later joined the 
then-World Wrestling Federation 
in the 1980s. He formed a tag 
team with Atlas known as “Soul 
Patrol” and became of  one the 
popular teams of  the era. John-
son retired in the early 1990s, but 
helped introduce his son to offi-
cials at WWE.

THE U.S. intelligence sector has a 
staunch defender in “Homeland” 

star Mandy Patinkin.
During a panel discussion about the 

Showtime spy thriller’s final season, 
Patinkin delivered a passionate speech 
about the respect he said it deserves and 
isn’t getting from the White House.

“To watch this current administration, 
and the contagion and cancer that affects 
the world globally of  going to war with 
the intelligence community ... the cost of  
that war is just a stunner,” Patinkin told 
a TV critics meeting Monday. Without 
referring to President Donald Trump by 
name, the actor said “you can’t have it 
both ways” in accepting the intelligence 
community’s analysis when desired but 
dismissing its findings on 2016 election 
interference.

He issued a plea to “Homeland” 

viewers worldwide to “use their minds in 
seeking out what they believe is the tru-
th ... so when they go to the polls to elect 
their officials, they are voting for people 
that they believe will stop the killing, the 
hatred and the violence, stop the conflic-
ts, and change the course of  humanity, 
which is profoundly broken right now.”

Patinkin stars opposite Claire Danes in 
the series that will wrap its eighth season 
that begins Feb. 9. Series co-creator and 
executive producer Alex Gansa predic-
ted loyal viewers will be satisfied.

“Season eight is for the people that have 
stuck with the show all of  these years, 
and they are going to get their rewards,” 
Gansa said.

So will those in the spy game who have 
helped ground the series by sharing their 
professional insights with the producers 
and cast, Patinkin said.

Wrestler Rocky Johnson, Dwayne 
Johnson’s father, dead at 75

‘Homeland’ star Patinkin lauds 
intelligence community
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TENNIS

Federer figures Nadal, 
Djokovic will pass him
HOWARD FENDRICH 

R
OGER Federer, for 
one, figures questions 
about whether Rafael 
Nadal or Novak Djoko-

vic — or both? — will surpass 
his men’s record for most Grand 
Slam singles titles are moot.

That’s because he’s sure it’s 
going to happen. And he’s OK 
with that. Ending up in third 
place, Federer insists, would be 
just fine.

“I think the way it’s going, ob-
viously, Rafa and Novak will win 
more,” Federer said matter-of-
-factly during a recent interview 
with The Associated Press in the 
city he uses as his preseason 
training base, “because they’re 
that good. And the season they 
had (in 2019), again, shows that 
there is more to come for them.”

He didn’t say this with a wist-
ful sigh or a disappointed glan-
ce at the floor or a trace of re-
gret. That’s just the way he sees 
things at the moment. Entering 

the Australian Open, scheduled 
to begin Monday in Melbourne 
(Sunday EST), Federer leads the 
list with 20  majors, followed by 
Nadal with 19, then Djokovic 
with 16.

So as soon as the end of this 
tournament, Nadal could pull 
even with Federer for the first 
time. Whether or not it truly 
matters who comes out on 
top when all is said and done, 
everyone is going to be paying 
attention to how it shakes out.

Including Federer, who sur-
passed Pete Sampras’ old stan-
dard of 14 a decade ago.

Don’t mistake an honest 
outlook for disinterest.

“I guess you do care, to some 
extent, just because it’s nor-
mal,” Federer said, then men-
tioned how much it meant to 
him that Sampras was sitting in 
the Centre Court stands for No. 
15.

“I looked up to him so much 
that I felt, also, uncomfortable 
maybe, sometimes, breaking 

his records. It’s not something 
I ever wanted to do. It just ha-
ppened to be like this. But of 
course I knew it was a big, big-
-time moment in our sport. And 
I think those are the moments 
you will remember,” Federer 
said. “Now, at the end, if so-
mebody else would pass you, I 
mean, I guess it’s OK, because 
that’s what sports is all about. 
It’s a lot about numbers. It’s a lot 
about records. But I had my mo-
ment and I always said every-
thing that comes after 15 was, 
anyway, a bonus. And especially 
after the knee injury (in 2016), 
everything that came after that 
was a bonus. I would have taken 
one more Slam, and I was able 
to get three more -- and three 
amazing ones.”

Nadal, currently No. 1 in the 
ATP rankings, and Djokovic, 
who is No. 2 ahead of Federer, 
each took home two major tro-
phies last season.

Djokovic won the Australian 
Open (beating Nadal in the fi-

nal) and Wimbledon (beating 
Federer in the final after saving 
two championship points).

Nadal won at Roland Garros 
(beating Federer in the semifi-
nals) and the U.S. Open (facing 
neither of the other two).

“I always say the same: I 
would love to be the one who 
wins more,” Nadal said, “but I 
am not thinking (about it) and 
I’m not going to practice every 
day ... for it.”

After his seventh cham-
pionship in Australia a year ago, 
Djokovic said: “I do want to de-
finitely focus myself on conti-
nuing to improve my game and 
maintaining the overall well-
-being that I have — mental, 
physical, emotional — so I wou-
ld be able to compete at such a 
high level for the years to come, 
and have a shot at eventually 
getting closer to Roger’s record.”

Federer’s most recent Grand 
Slam triumph arrived at Mel-
bourne Park in 2018.

He is 38, an age at which no 
one has won a Slam title in the 
professional era; he doesn’t 
feel compelled to quit  anyti-
me soon. Still, time is certainly 
on the side of Nadal, 33, and 
Djokovic, 32.

“I honestly think it’s going 
to be quite exciting to see how 
much longer can they go. How 
much more can they win? They 
might have some more incredi-

ble years ahead of them. That’s 
my assumption,” Federer said. 
“It’s a bit of a golden time for 
tennis right now, no doubt.”

Also of particular interest, of 
course, is when a new face will 
emerge from the crop of 20-so-
methings who have been rising 
in the rankings. There hasn’t 
been a first-time male champ at 
a major since 2014.

Ask Federer to name names, 
and he offers several, calling 
them “that whole group of 
guys.”

Among them, he said: Felix 
Auger-Aliassime. Denis Shapo-
valov. Stefanos Tsitsipas, who 
upset Federer at the Australian 
Open last year. Alexander Zve-
rev. Daniil Medvedev. Karen 
Khachanov.

“It’s an elite group of 10 now, 
which is nice. It’s not just maybe 
one or two that we thought were 
pretty good,” Federer said. “So I 
think it’s changed a little bit in 
the last, sort of, 18 months. It’s 
just really, really hard to predict 
who’s going to win.”

Here’s something Federer 
is certain of, though: One day, 
someone will come along and 
accumulate majors the way no 
one ever had until he, Nadal 
and Djokovic rewrote the re-
cord book.

“It’s going to happen, ine-
vitably,” Federer said, shaking 
his head. “And it’s almost not 
going to be that hard, maybe, 
anymore, later on, for some 
reason, I just feel like, because 
the players will have seen what 
we did. And they didn’t see just 
one guy doing it, once every 30 
years. They saw like three guys 
doing it, in the shortest period 
of time, right after ‘Pistol’ (Sam-
pras). So I just think players are 
going to believe more. I think 
maybe the surfaces in some 
ways also allow you, maybe, if 
you’re on a hot streak, just to 
run through more years of do-
mination, like what Novak, Rafa 
and me, we’ve all done.”

Impossible to know who, 
though. Or when.

After all, Federer never saw 
the magnitude of his own suc-
cess — or those of his rivals — 
coming.

“I didn’t predict I was going 
to have this many majors. I was 
hoping to maybe have one, to 
be quite honest, at the very be-
ginning of my career. When I 
played Novak, I thought, ‘Yeah, 
he’s good. He might win a ma-
jor.’ You know? ‘Rafa, he’s pro-
bably going to win the French. 
Maybe once. Or a few times.’ 
But you don’t go 12 times the-
re. Or, you know, streaks of not 
having lost matches on hard or 
clay for, I don’t know, nine mon-
ths. It’s just stuff that eventually 
builds,” he said. “So, hard to tell, 
but there’s a ... group of guys 
that I see now probably winning 
at least, like, four or five majors 
-- which then can lead to 15 or 
more, of course.” AP

Roger Federer
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Banker found guilty of smuggling 
Picasso painting from Spain

A Spanish court sentenced a former bank president to 18 mon-
ths in prison on yesterday after finding him guilty of trying to 
smuggle a painting by Pablo Picasso that was deemed a national 
artistic treasure out of the country. 

The court also fined ex-Bankinter head Jaime Botín 52.4 million 
euros (58.5 million dollars) and gave ownership of the painting 
to the Spanish state . 

A team of Spanish police experts flew to the French island of 
Corsica in 2015 to retrieve Picasso’s masterpiece “Head of a You-
ng Woman,” which is valued at 24 million euros ($26 million).

The work was owned by Botín, the former head of Bankinter 

and brother of the late Emilio Botín, former head of the powerful 
Santander banking group. 

Corsican authorities said that they had been tipped off about an 
attempted smuggling of the prized painting from Spain by boat.

They said the oil painting, which comes from the Cubist mas-
ter’s “pink period” and features a woman with long black hair, 
was seized when the boat’s captain was unable to produce a cer-
tificate. 

On the boat, authorities found a document in Spanish confir-
ming that the work was of “cultural interest” and was banned 
from leaving Spain, Picasso’s homeland, without permission.

OPINION
World Views 
David Fickling, Bloomberg

Ukraine Police said 
yesterday they have 
opened an investigation into 
the possibility that the U.S. 
ambassador came under 
illegal surveillance by an 
unknown party before she 
was recalled from her post 
in May. The announcement 
came two days after 
Democratic lawmakers in 
the United States released 
a trove of documents 
that showed Lev Parnas, 
an associate of President 
Donald Trump’s personal 
lawyer, communicating 
about the removal of Marie 
Yovanovitch [pictured] as 
the U.S. ambassador to 
Ukraine.

Russia Mikhail Mishustin 
never had any political 
ambitions as a career 
bureaucrat and his name 
didn’t come up as a top 
candidate to become 
Russia’s next prime 
minister. But the 53-year-
old Mishustin, the longtime 
chief of Russia’s tax service, 
was tapped for the post 
by President Vladimir 
Putin. The lower house of 
Russia’s parliament, the 
Duma, quickly appointed 
Mishustin as prime minister 
yesterday.

France Opponents of 
President Emmanuel 
Macron’s proposed 
overhaul of France’s 
pension system marched 
in Paris and other French 
cities yesterday, the latest 
round of street protests 
against the government 
plan that also has brought 
43 straight days of railway 
strikes.

USA The Senate opens 
its historic proceedings 
against President 
Donald Trump yesterday 
with a formal reading 
of the articles of 
impeachment by House 
prosecutors, followed by 
the arrival at the Capitol of 
Chief Justice John Roberts, 
who will swear in all 100 
senators as jurors for only 
the third impeachment trial 
in U.S. history.

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Hong Kong Could Be a 
Loser From the Trade Deal

As the gateway for China’s trade with the world for 
more than 70 years, Hong Kong might be expected to 
benefit from the phase one deal that Beijing will sign 
with Washington on Wednesday. Chances are, things 
won’t pan out that way. 

Consider the $200 billion increase in Chinese imports 
from the U.S. over the next two years that Washington 
hopes to see as a result of the agreement. Such a rise 
would involve nearly doubling inbound trade.

China buys MUCH less from us than we buy from 
them, by almost 500 Billion Dollars, so we are in a fan-
tastic position. Make your product at home in the USA 
and there is no Tariff. You can also buy from a non-Ta-
riffed country instead of China. Many companies are 
leaving China.....

That’s difficult, but not impossible. China’s imports 
of chicken, pork and beef have already been unusually 
low in recent years due to trade disputes that mostly 
predated the Trump administration, as we’ve written. 
Remove barriers to agricultural purchases and Chinese 
imports from the U.S. could be $35 billion to $53 billion 
larger, according to a 2018 study by academics at Iowa 
State University, more than halfway toward the $100 
billion-a-year target.

It may take a while to ramp farm production up to tho-
se levels — on the flip side, however, meat prices this 
year are likely to be higher than the researchers expec-
ted, thanks to the protein gap that’s emerged in China 
as a result of African Swine Fever. Other sums could be 
added on top: Returning soybean purchases to pre-tra-
de war levels alone would add $10 billion; ensure the 
U.S. gets 10% of China’s purchases of crude oil and li-
quefied natural gas, and you could easily get above $80 
billion.

After that things get harder. Planes and automobiles 
might help, but the parlous state of China’s car market 
and America’s aerospace champion puts  question 
marks over both. 

That’s where Hong Kong comes in. America’s largest 
trade surplus with any economy is with the port city, 
largely thanks to  its role as an entrepot. About $10 
billion of Hong Kong’s imports from the U.S. are only 
pausing in the city en route to the mainland, and are 
Chinese imports in all but name. Beijing has considered 
re-routing that trade through mainland ports to plug 
the gap in the target.

Things have already been heading in this  direction 
for several years. In the mid-2000s, Hong Kong still vied 
with Singapore for the title of the world’s busiest contai-
ner port before Shanghai pulled ahead in 2007, followed 
by Shenzhen in 2013, Ningbo in 2015, then Guangzhou 
and Qingdao in 2018. Tianjin may follow any day, dri-
ving Hong Kong to the edge of the top 10 global ports. 
Xiamen, which is deepening its ship channel to take the 
largest container vessels, may be next.

The push by U.S. trade negotiators to further liberalize 
China’s economy, if anything, may be accelerating this 
shift. Cabotage laws have traditionally banned foreig-
n-flagged vessels from carrying goods between main-
land ports, even if the ship owner is Chinese. Moving a 
container between, say, Tianjin and Shenzhen is often 
easier and cheaper if it stops at a “foreign” port such as 
Hong Kong or Busan in South Korea, giving those cities 
a crucial role as transshipment points into China.

That’s changing, though: Shanghai won an exemption 
from the cabotage regulations in 2013, and now the go-
vernment is reported to be considering further opening 
up the  coastal trade  amid lobbying from other ports. 
Under the latest revision of China’s foreign investment 
catalog  in July, even entirely foreign-owned  shipping 
companies are allowed to carry out domestic trade. On 
paper, the market for coastal shipping in China is now 
considerably more open than it is in the U.S.

The trading business depends on its connectivity 
— something which in turn is heavily related to volu-
mes. If total traffic through Hong Kong keeps declining, 
port charges remain high, and coastal shipping moves 
more and more to other harbors, the industry that has 
kept the city’s working class employed through the de-
cline of manufacturing will be staring at irrelevance.

[Abridged]

Germany agrees 
timeline, compensation 
for coal phase-out

GEIR MOULSON & 
FRANK JORDANS, BERLIN

GERMANY will pay uti-
lity companies billions 

of euros to speed up the 
shutdown of their coal-fi-
red power plants as part of 
the country’s efforts to fight 
climate change, the govern-
ment said yesterday.

The agreement reached 
after late-night deliberations 
between federal ministers 
and representatives of four 
coal-mining states removes 
a key hurdle in Germany’s 
plan to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions over the coming 
decades.

Some regions, particu-
larly in the less prosperous 
east, are heavily dependent 
on mining lignite, or brown 
coal. Together with impor-
ted bituminous — or black 
— coal it provides about a 
third of Germany’s electricity 
needs but is also responsible 
for a big share of the coun-
try’s carbon emissions.

Finance Minister Olaf 
Scholz said that operators 
of heavily polluting coal-fi-
red power plants in western 
Germany will receive 2.6 
billion euros ($2.9 billion) in 
compensation for switching 
them off early, while 1.75 
billion euros will go to those 
with plants in the east. The 
compensation is separate 
from up to 40 billion euros 
that the government has al-
ready promised to coal-mi-
ning regions to soften the 
blow of abandoning the fos-
sil fuel.

The government said re-
views will be carried out in 
2026 and 2029 to determine 

whether Germany can exit 
coal-fired electricity genera-
tion in 2035, three years be-
fore the final deadline. 

“What we have here is 
a good agreement for cli-
mate protection because it 
makes clear that we mean it 
seriously,” Economy Minis-
ter Peter Altmaier said. He 
added that the government 
plans to bring legislation to 
parliament at the end of this 
month.

Environmental campaig-
ners criticized the decision 
though, noting that the 
agreement will see a new 
coal-fired plant — Datteln 
4 — go on-line this year and 
allow for the expansion of the 
Garzweiler open-cast mine 
in western Germany, though 
a nearby forest that has been 
the target of long-running 
protests will be spared.

“Australia’s forests are bur-
ning, millions of people are 
demonstrating for climate 
protection and the German 
government is clearing the 
way for a new coal power 
plant,” lamented Martin 
Kaiser, the managing direc-
tor of Greenpeace Germany. 
“Nothing shows more clear-
ly than Datteln 4 that this 
government can’t find an 
answer to the climate crisis.”

“Chancellor (Angela) 
Merkel has missed a chance 
today to provide companies 
with long-term planning sa-
fety and to send a signal that 
Germany is reacting appro-
priately to the climate crisis,” 
said Kaiser.

The response from busi-
nesses to the agreement was 
mixed.

Shares in German utility 

companies E.ON and RWE, 
which both stand to receive 
significant compensation 
for shutting down their coal 
plants, were up over 2% 
on the Frankfurt exchange 
Thursday.

But Eric Schweitzer, who 
heads the Association of Ger-
man Chambers of Commer-
ce and Industry, said a key 
question is how the electri-
city coming from coal-fired 
power plants will be replaced 
in future. The government 
has set a target of generating 
65% of Germany’s electricity 
from renewable sources by 
2030.

Environment Minister 
Svenja Schulze acknowled-
ged that Germany will need a 
“massive expansion of wind 
and solar energy” as the 
country is also in the process 
of exiting atomic power, with 
the last nuclear reactor set to 
go offline at the end of 2022.

“We are the first country 
that is exiting nuclear and 
coal power on a binding ba-
sis, and this is an important 
international signal that we 
are sending,” she said of 
Thursday’s agreement.

The head of Germany’s 
main industrial lobby group, 
BDI, urged the government 
not to wait until 2026 — three 
years after the shutdown of 
the last nuclear plant — to 
review the measures.

But Altmaier, the eco-
nomy minister, said that whi-
le there would less “excess 
production” in Germany in 
the future, “we are very sure 
that we can ensure sufficient 
electricity supply for busi-
ness but also for private con-
sumers.” AP
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