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Iran The new virus has 
killed two elderly Iranian 
citizens, the state-
run IRNA news agency 
reported early today. 
IRNA quoted Alireza 
Vahabzadeh, an adviser 
to the country’s health 
minister, as saying that 
both of the victims 
had been carrying the 
coronavirus and were 
located in Qom, about 
140 kilometers south of 
the capital Tehran. No 
additional details were 
released.

Laos  China’s top 
diplomat assured 
his Southeast Asian 
counterparts that the 
situation in a central 
Chinese province 
where the outbreak of 
a new virus began has 
“been brought under 
effective control.” 
Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi (pictured) also 
expressed confidence 
that China can “secure 
an early victory against 
this outbreak.” Wang 
made the remarks in 
a speech to diplomats 
from the ASEAN in 
Vientiane. Six countries 
in the 10-nation bloc 
have confirmed cases of 
the virus.

Japan  About 500 
passengers left the 
cruise ship Diamond 
Princess yesterday at 
the end of a much-
criticized two-week 
quarantine aboard the 
vessel, docked in Japan, 
that failed to stop the 
spread of the new virus 
among passengers and 
crew. The quarantine’s 
flop was underlined as 
authorities announced 
79 more cases, bringing 
the total on the ship to 
621. More on p7
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Sports and Health 
chiefs reappointed

Falling acid injures 
66-year-old woman

THE president of 
the Sports Bureau 

(ID), Pun Weng Kun, 
and the director of the 
Health Bureau (SSM), 
Lei Chin Ion, have 
been reappointed to 
their posts, according 
to Executive Orders 
from the Chief Exe-
cutive published yes-
terday in the govern-

ment’s Official Gazette.
Pun’s appointment 

at the helm of local 
sports has been exten-
ded for another two 
years, while Lei will 
lead the SSM for ano-
ther year.

Pun has been lea-
ding the ID since 2016, 
after a government 
reorganization trans-

ferred former presi-
dent of the ID, José 
Tavares, to the task of 
leading the then Civic 
and Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (now known as 
the Municipal Affairs 
Bureau).

Lei has been a long-  
term leader at the SSM 
and has served as di-
rector of the bureau 
for the past 12 years, 
since he was first 
appointed in 2008 by 
Chief Executive Ed-
mund Ho. RM

A 66-year-old woman was 
injured by falling nitric 

acid while she was walking 
by a building, the Fire Ser-
vices Bureau reported yes-
terday. 

The accident occurred at 
11 a.m. in Av. do Gen. Cas-
telo Branco at Fai Chi Kei, 
next to the Weng Hoi buil-
ding.  

The fire services authori-

ty initially believe the case 
to be an accident. Accor-
ding to the bureau, a pro-
perty unit located on the 
fourth floor of the building 
was being renovated when 
workers accidentally spilled 
the container of acid. The 
acid then dripped down 
from the balcony of the 
fourth floor property, affec-
ting the street area below. 

The woman was injured 
while walking by the buil-
ding. About a quarter of a 
square centimeter of her 
face was affected. The vic-
tim was taken to hospital in 
a stable condition. 

The case was referred to 
the police authority yester-
day morning. 

In May last year, an air 
conditioner fell to the grou-
nd from a residential buil-
ding in Taipa while a main-
tenance worker was fixing 
the machine. Nobody was 
injured in the incident. JZ

Immigration checks tighten as parks reopen
ANTHONY LAM

FROM today, visitors coming 
into Macau from places with a 

“severe infection” of the Covid-19 
coronavirus and Macau residents 
who cross the border many times 
on the same day will be required 
to undergo medical checks that 
may go on for hours, announ-
ced Elsie Ao Ieong U, Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture and 
vice director of the government’s 
Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center.

The news was publicized 
during yesterday’s daily press 
briefing held by the Center. Fur-
ther details were explained by Lei 
Chin Ion, director of the Health 
Bureau (SSM).

Lei said that the population of 
concern will be brought to one of 
two medical stations which are 
yet to be established, depending 
on the border checkpoint through 
which they enter Macau.

The stations will be set up at 
the Taipa Ferry Terminal and the 
Workers’ Stadium right next to the 
Border Gate. As the SSM director 
explained, visitors who arrive at 
a border checkpoint in Taipa or 
Coloane will be sent to the Taipa 
medical station. The Workers’ Sta-
dium medical station will handle 
visitors who enter at a checkpoint 
on the Macau Peninsula.

On the other hand, any Macau 
residents crossing the city’s bor-
der at “an unreasonable frequen-
cy” in a single day will be inter-
cepted and sent to either medical 
station for follow-up too. Lei hin-
ted that they might even be sent to 
the Conde S. Januário Hospital if 
the medical authority has doubts 
about their health condition.

When questioned about the 
list of “severely infected” areas, 

Lei said, “The list keeps changing 
every day, because there are seve-
ral factors affecting the constitu-
tion of the list.”

Factors that the director men-
tioned include the number of con-
firmed cases at a location as well 
as the growth rate of infections. 

“For example, currently there 
are about 1,000 confirmed cases 
in Guangdong province, with a 
steady growth of new cases,” Lei 
said. “[But] Inner Mongolia, whi-
ch has 75 cases so far, has not seen 
the number of infections increa-
sing. As a result, Guangdong will 

be on the list, while Inner Mongo-
lia will not.” 

The director stressed that the-
re are other factors that affect the 
evaluation, which he declined to 
disclose yesterday.

As for Macau residents fre-
quently crossing the border, Lei 
was asked to elaborate on the 
definition of “frequent,” to which 
he replied, “for the time being, we 
will draw the line at three crossin-
gs.” Again, this will not be the only 
determining factor. “Of course, we 
have the discretion to determine 
the necessity of medical checks. If 

a local resident can give reasonab-
le a explanation for their frequent 
crossing, they may be exempted.”

Lei said his Bureau will main-
tain constant communication 
with the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP), which is in charge of 
border control in Macau, regar-
ding the measure.

Today will also see the imple-
mentation of a new measure that 
requires foreign workers who 
are coming from the mainland 
or have been there in the past 14 
days to undergo monitored qua-
rantine.

There are worries that foreign 
workers may rush into Macau to 
avoid the new measure. As of 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, slightly more than 20,000 
mainland foreign workers arrived 
in Macau. The number rose further 
yesterday, to a total of 31,000 as of 
the same time.

The authorities reminded the 
public that the bill for monitored 
quarantine for foreign workers will 
be settled by the workers themsel-
ves. Populations of concern will be 
quarantined at a hotel in Zhuhai, 
and authorities in Zhuhai will gua-
rantee that the bill will not be over 
10,000 yuan.

If quarantined in Macau, the bill 
was announced to be 8,750 pata-
cas. However, the authorities have 
negotiated with the Pousada Ma-
rina Infante, which has agreed to 
lower the price. The exact amount 
will be announced in due course.

Today also sees the reopening of 
certain leisure facilities managed 
by the Municipal Affairs Bureau. 
José Tavares, president of the Bu-
reau, announced that parks, leisure 
areas, trails and country parks will 
be reopened for limited stints. Park 
hours will be shortened to 6 a.m. to 
7 p.m. daily.

Meanwhile, all indoor venues, 
kids playgrounds, gym facilities, 
sports courts, barbeque areas, wa-
ter parks, camp sites, the Flora Gar-
den Cable Cars and the elevators at 
the Taipa Grande natural park will 
remain closed until further notice.

As Hong Kong had a new case 
who had been to Macau, the SSM 
has reminded passengers who 
took bus 101X or the Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge Shuttle at 
around 5 p.m. on February 5 to 
remain vigilant about their health 
condition and contact the gover-
nment hospital if any symptoms 
develop.
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TUTORING centers 
are asking the local 

government to provide 
them with multiple sub-
sidies amid the disrup-
tion and financial impact 
caused by the coronavi-
rus. 

Earlier this week, a 
group of representatives 
from an association of 

A scholar from the Univer-
sity of Macau has propo-

sed that the city further stu-
dy the possibility of offering 
unpaid leave, particularly for 
small businesses in the SAR.

Ricardo Chi Sen Siu, As-
sociate Professor from the 
Faculty of Business Adminis-
tration of the University of 
Macau, voiced his opinions 
on unpaid leave. 

In Siu’s opinion, while 
gaming operators are finan-
cially capable of providing 
employees with paid leave 
during the epidemic preven-
tion period, the scenario is 
different for SMEs. 

His comment came after 
the listener of a TDM radio 
program complained about 
some of Macau’s SMEs man-
dating that workers take 
unpaid leave. The listener be-

private continuing edu-
cation organizations sub-
mitted a petition to the 
government headquar-
ters.

The group raised se-
ven suggestions with the 
government, mainly rela-
ted to financial subsidies 
on behalf of 120 private 
education organizations, 

lieved the orders violated the 
city’s Labor Law.  

According to Siu, the go-
vernment should not force 
SMEs to arrange paid leave 
during difficult times, but 
instead urge and encoura-
ge these small businesses 
to continue paying workers 
while businesses are suspen-
ded. 

The associate professor 
of business said that it is di-
fficult for the government to 
interfere in every single dis-
pute regarding leave, as the 
government is playing the 
role of coordinator between 
employees and employers.  

In addition, Siu proposed 
that the local government 
should consider amending 
the city’s Labor Law with re-
gard to matters of unpaid lea-
ve in particular.  JZ

including approximately 
80 education centers and 
40 tutoring centers. 

According to the asso-
ciation representatives, 
these organizations want 
subsidies for office rental 
and employee salaries. 

Similar to the calls of 
other small and medium-
-sized enterprises, the 

centers hope the local 
government can increase 
loans to small businesses, 
provide a one-time subsi-
dy to temporarily suspen-
ded organizations, allow 
the government’s 3,000 
patacas e-voucher cou-
pon to be used in the edu-
cation sector, and help or-
ganizations to buy epide-
mic prevention tools. 

These centers explai-
ned that the education 
industry was one of the 
sectors which were called 
to suspend businesses at 
the earliest stages of the 
epidemic, and that there 
is still no exact schedule 
for resumption of busi-
nesses.  

The group of repre-
sentatives said that rent 
and employees’ salaries 
are the biggest burden for 
these centers, which are 
mostly small enterprises 
that do not have enou-
gh resources to endure a 
long-term business sus-
pension. JZ

Tutoring centers want 
multiple subsidies 

Scholar proposes 
gov’t study feasibility 
of unpaid leave

Vietnamese Consulate in contact with 
community during Covid-19 outbreak
LYNZY VALLES

S
OME Vietnamese non-re-
sident workers returned to 
Macau after the Chinese 
Lunar New Year break to 

discover they had lost their jobs, 
according to the Consulate Gene-
ral of Vietnam in Hong Kong and 
Macau. 

According to the Consulate 
General, the temporary closu-
re of the hospitality and catering 
venues has led to layoffs among 
Vietnamese nationals working 
in the SAR. During the Covid-19 
outbreak, a number of migrant 
workers were reported to have 
been terminated from work or 
were tricked into signing state-
ments that resulted in their termi-
nation, the Times learned.

“The hospitality and catering 
industries are cutting down jobs 
or even closing due to the reduc-
tion in tourist arrivals. As a result, 
the Vietnamese workers are also 
affected,” said the Consul Gene-
ral of Vietnam for Hong Kong and 
Macau, Tran Thanh Huan.

“We have been informed that 
some of the Vietnamese workers 
lost their jobs when they came 
back for work after the Lunar New 
Year break,” the official confirmed.

The consulate said that during 
this period, it has kept in close 
contact with the community to 
provide them with updates on the 
situation.

Currently, there are approxima-
tely 15,000 Vietnamese workers in 
the SAR, making it one of the most 
popular source marke-
ts for foreign labor after 
mainland China, Hong 
Kong and the Philippi-
nes. Huan expects that 
the number will con-
tinue to grow once the 
epidemic ends.

“Indeed, this is a di-
fficult time for workers 
in so many places, as 
businesses are being 
disrupted by the Co-
vid-19 outbreak,” he said.

The consulate has run a small 
office in Macau that provides ser-

vices as a consular section of the 
Consulate General every Wednes-
day and Sunday for several years. 

Huan said that being open twi-
ce a week ensures that the con-
sulate is up to date with the Viet-

namese community’s situation 
in Macau, and is a bid to provide 
timely assistance to its citizens. 

“We have a large Viet-
namese community in 
Macau and the need 
for consular assistance 
among the community 
is very high,” said the of-
ficial, adding that the va-
riety of consular services 
provided includes the is-
suing or replacement of 
travel documents, con-
sular certification or le-
galization of documents, 

among others.
Annually, the community ga-

thers to celebrate its own version 

of Lunar New Year called Tết, whi-
ch is the most important celebra-
tion in Vietnamese culture.

For the consulate, Tết and the 
National Day of Vietnam are the 
two most important celebrations 
for its migrant workers in different 
regions.

Last year, the consulate invi-
ted an art group from Vietnam to 
perform for the community, as the 
consulate aims to convene cultu-
ral and sporting events to increase 
contact and exchange between 
staff at the consulate and the Viet-
namese community in Macau.

“These activities are very im-
portant for the Consulate General 
to not only inform workers on up-
dates of relevant government re-
gulations, but more importantly, to 
enhance the relationship between 
the Consulate and the communi-
ty, as well as the relationship and 
friendship among the members of 
the community,” said Huan.

“The events also give us oppor-
tunities to listen to the aspirations 
and understand the needs of the 
community, to ensure our Vietna-
mese citizens sense the commu-
nity belonging and that they know 
they can seek assistance from the 
consulate when in need,” he ad-
ded.

The consulate previously called 
on Vietnamese migrant workers to 
comply with the SAR’s regulations 
and laws while promoting patrio-
tism and their traditions in the city.

With about 15,000 
Vietnamese workers 

in Macau, the country 
is one of the most 

popular source markets 
for foreign labor
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Locals complain 
about lack of work  

A group of around 10 local 
Macau construction workers 
have complained about not 
being assigned to resume 
working. Yesterday, the group 
of local workers gathered at 
the Qingmao port immigration 
building construction site to 
accuse their employer of only 
assigning non-local workers 
back to work while local 
employees have remained 
suspended since January 28. 
The group wants their employer 
to pay the salaries due for 
January. The Labour Affairs 
Bureau immediately inspected 
the construction site yesterday. 
One person who claimed to be 
the person in charge of the site 
said that the non-local workers 
and local workers worked for 
different employers. The same 
person also said that the non-
local workers were not resuming 
work and they were only 
sanitizing the site. 

Online face masks 
scam discovered

The Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
reported an online shopping 
scam related to surgical face 
masks. Yesterday, the PJ issued 
a statement reporting the case. 
The bureau said that one victim 
learned from an online social 
network that a user on the same 
platform had facemasks for 
sale. The victim contacted the 
scammer in order to purchase 
500 facemasks and then paid 
the first installment of several 
thousands of patacas in 
advance. Later, the scammer 
asked the victim to settle the 
rest of the payment. Realizing 
that the whole activity could be 
a scam, the victim reported the 
case to the PJ. 

587 approvals 
given to SMEs to 
postpone loan 
repayments 

As of yesterday, the Macao 
Economic Bureau (DSE) has 
approved 587 applications asking 
to postpone repayments. In 
total, the bureau received 983 
applications and is expecting 
to process the rest of the 
applications within one week. Last 
November, the DSE introduced 
short-term measures to adjust 
the repayment of various financial 
support schemes. The three 
schemes are SME financial 
support, youth entrepreneurship 
financial support, and special 
financial support for SMEs 
affected by Typhoon Hato. Eligible 
parties can reduce the amount 
of the latest unpaid loan down to 
1,000 patacas. Small businesses 
involved in the two SMEs financial 
programs mentioned who have 
two unpaid installments can only 
apply for the adjustment program 
after the two unpaid parts are 
repaid.

THE 29 casinos that 
reopened to the pu-

blic today underwent a 
cleansing and sanitation 
process supervised by the 
Health Bureau and the 
Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau, the 
government announced.

Before the cleaning 
work was conducted, all 
six concessionaires met 
with the Health Bureau’s 
Centre for Disease Con-
trol.

Apart from sanitizing 
the casinos, extra measu-
res will be in place to lower 
risks. Measures concer-
ning workers will include 
separation while eating in 
canteens.

If employees are not re-
quired to work, they shou-
ld be instructed to stay at 

home and in Macau. Su-
fficient employee shuttle 
buses should be provided 
and the employee parking 
lot should be open in or-
der to lower risks asso-
ciated with a lot of users 
concentrating on public 
transport.

As introduced by the 
government, all of the 405 
casino entrances and 47 
employees entrances are 
currently equipped with 
temperature scanners.

The government reite-
rated that the decision to 
reopen casinos was made 
under careful evaluation 
of the risks involved. Gui-
delines have been given to 
casino operators to advise 
on the necessary measures 
to ensure the safety their 
workers and customers. AL

SANDS China has 
clarified that a video 

circulating on social 
media that shows an 
improvised employee 
accommodation situa-
tion was taken during a 
typhoon in the past and 
not during the Covid-19 
outbreak.

The video shows a 
temporary rest area in 
a ballroom prepared 
for employees on-duty. 
Social media users alle-
ged that this was for the 
temporary accommo-
dation of non-resident 
workers, following the 
government’s call for 
companies to provide 
free lodging for workers 
living in Zhuhai.

“Sands China expres-
ses concern over the 

misleading information 
about the company whi-
ch has been circulating 
and subsequently cau-
sing unnecessary anxiety 
among the public,” the 
gaming operator said in 
a statement.

“Sands China wishes 
to clarify that the rumour 
is not true, and reserves 
the right to take legal ac-
tion,” it added.

The gaming operator 
further stated that it was 
committed to welfare 
measures, such as pro-
viding hotel accommo-
dation for non-local em-
ployees in need of tem-
porary housing during 
the Covid-19 outbreak.

The company also 
noted that it had imple-
mented a series of pre-

ventive measures across 
its properties in order to 
safeguard the health and 
safety of guests and em-
ployees, which was done 
in accordance with gui-
delines from the Health 
Bureau and the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordi-
nation Bureau (DICJ).

The DICJ also refuted 
the allegations, noting 
that the SAR’s six gaming 
operators have expres-
sed their support for 
providing better accom-
modation for their non-
-resident workers who 
live outside the borders 
of Macau.

The bureau also appea-
led to the public not to 
spread unconfirmed infor-
mation to avoid causing 
unnecessary panic. LV

Sands China clarifies video 
circulating online was 
filmed during typhoon

Casinos undergo 
cleaning ahead 
of reopening

Casinos undergo 
cleaning ahead 
of reopening

Gaming workers call for 
extension of casino shutdown 
JULIE ZHU

THE city’s casino workers were 
yesterday urging the local go-

vernment to suspend its decision 
to reopen casinos and instead 
asking it to extend the shutdown. 

Yesterday, five representatives 
of the New Macau Gaming Staff 
Rights Association delivered a le-
tter to the Chief Executive at the 
government headquarters, ex-
pressing their opposition to the 
reopening of casinos today. 

The letter expressed how 
workers were “baffled” by the lo-
cal government’s move to appro-
ve the reopening of the casinos in 
this crucial moment in the battle 
against the Covid-19 epidemic. 

Casino workers worry that once 
the casinos reopen there will be a 
greater chance of crowds assem-
bling, which, in turn, will increase 
the risk of viral transmission. 

Furthermore, in married cou-
ples where both the wife and hus-
band are casino workers, if both 
return to work their children will 
be left at home alone because 
schools remain closed. However, 
association president Cloee Chao 
indicated that not all casino em-
ployees would be called to return 
to work and that some would re-
main off-duty. 

The association also raised 
their concerns regarding em-
ployees who will not be resuming 
work. 

According to Chao, two of 
the city’s six gaming operators 
have already granted paid leave 

to workers who will not be resu-
ming work. On the other hand, 
the remaining four gaming ope-
rators have requested that their 
casino workers take unpaid leave 
or advance annual leave. Workers 
from one of the gaming operators 
claimed that their employer even 
requested they take annual leave 
from the 2021 calendar year in ad-
dition to this year. 

Chao believes that the mea-
sures carried out by these four 
gaming operators will affect 
workers’ income. 

“We believe that the gaming 
operators are absolutely capable 
to bear more responsibilities for 
Macau,” said Chao, referencing 

the profits made by their em-
ployers each year, and highligh-
ting concerns about image and 
social responsibility for the casi-
nos, ahead of upcoming license 
negotiations.

As of yesterday noon, the asso-
ciation had not yet complained to 
the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
regarding the situation. However, 
the group urged the DSAL to in-
vestigate these complaints on the 
sidelines of their letter submis-
sion yesterday. 

For Chao, approving the partial 
opening of casinos may, in fact, 
encourage operators to continue 
with the aforementioned mea-
sures, because while some em-

ployees will work, those who stay 
at home can be asked to take an-
nual leave or unpaid leave.

“This time, the SAR govern-
ment’s decision to reopen the ca-
sinos is rather irresponsible,” said 
Chao. “It’s a shame, the fact that 
the SAR government eventually 
made a decision which makes 
casino workers feel anxious and 
frightened.” 

The workers also hope that 
they will be allowed to wear gloves 
while on-duty, and that casinos 
will not provide food or drinks 
to customers at gaming tables, 
because masks will need to be 
temporarily removed to consume 
them.
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Gamblers missing as 29 
Macau casinos reopen
DANIEL BEITLER

A 
large crowd of journa-
lists huddled in front of 
the main casino entran-
ce at the Grand Lisboa 

last night hoping to snap a photo of 
the first gamblers since an unpre-
cedented 15-day suspension order 
came into effect. A small group of 
inspectors from the gaming regula-
tor were poised to enter the casino 
at the stroke of midnight to ensure 
that extraordinary new restrictions 
introduced this week were being 
followed.

But when the clocked chimed 
midnight, there was just a handful 
of possible casino patrons stood at 
a distance and seemingly waiting 
for the crowd to clear.

The Times visited several other 
popular casinos last night to obser-
ve the first moments of the reope-
ning. The casino at StarWorld Ho-
tel was 15 minutes late to reopen, 
but a staff member at the property 
said that it had been only “a pre-
paration matter” and assured that 
the situation was normal. Casinos 
on the Cotai Strip appeared to be 
following the new restrictions, but 

were equally devoid of customers.
Twenty-nine Macau casinos 

reopened at midnight, while a fur-
ther 12 indicated that they would 
make use of the extension period 
offered by the Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance earlier this 
week.

According to information disclo-
sed during yesterday’s press confe-
rence, the 10 operating casinos that 
have not reopened are Oceanus, 
Regency, Macau Jockey 
Club (Roosevelt), Sands 
Cotai Central, Waldo, 
Rio, President, Altira, 
Oriental at Grand Lapa 
and Grand Dragon. Two 
other casinos, the Macau 
Palace and Greek Mytho-
logy, were already closed 
and will remain so.

Most of these proper-
ties manage so-called 
“satellite casinos,” mea-
ning that they rely on 
one of the six concessionaires to 
operate, mostly Sociedade de Jogos 
de Macau (SJM).

About 1,800 gaming tables, less 
than 30% of the territory’s total, 
were reopened to the public, accor-

ding to the director of the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bu-
reau, Paulo Martins Chan. 

The figure conforms with seve-
ral opening restrictions issued by 
the gaming regulator earlier in the 
week. The restrictions state that 
no more than half of the tables in 
any gaming area may be opened 
to customers and that they must be 
spaced apart so as to prevent crow-
ding. Likewise, slot machines will 

also need to be placed at a distance 
equivalent to the space occupied 
by one or two machines. 

Baccarat tables, usually consis-
ting of seven seats, will allow only 
three or four people to bet simul-

taneously, and gamblers must be 
seated at least one seat away from 
the dealer. Gamblers are also for-
bidden from placing bets standing 
up. 

Earlier this week, Secretary for 
Economy and Finance Lei Wai 
Nong confirmed that the Executi-
ve Order issued by the Chief Exe-
cutive to mandatorily close casi-
nos for an unprecedented 15-day 
period would indeed expire on 
Thursday midnight. However, ca-
sino operators could apply for an 
extension of up to 30 days, during 
which time they would not be re-
quired to operate fully or at all.

“The gaming law says that Ma-
cau is an area of continuous ga-
ming and that casinos should ope-
rate every day of the year. Casinos 

can only suspend ope-
rations under exceptio-
nal circumstances and 
with the permission of 
the government,” said 
Carlos Coelho, a Ma-
cau-based lawyer who 
provides corporate and 
regulatory assistance to 
casino operators. 

However, “the gover-
nment is now saying 
that the current con-
ditions should be con-

sidered as ‘exceptional circums-
tances’ and so it will grant this 
exemption period of up to 30 days 
to those casinos which apply [for 
inclusion].”

Statements yesterday from five 

of Macau’s six casino concessio-
naires indicated that gambling ac-
tivity would resume in a “phased 
approach” starting from tomor-
row. The operators declined to 
state in clear terms whether they 
would apply for the extension.

The latest information suggests 
that most of the casinos directly 
operated by the concessionaires 
have not applied for the extension 
period. Nevertheless, the opera-
tors intend to ramp up their gam-
bling operations only according to 
“market conditions.”

Regarding the ability of casinos 
to partially resume operations, 
for example by operating only a 
portion of their available gaming 
tables, Coelho said, “There is no-
thing in the law on this matter.”

Lawyer Sérgio de Almeida Cor-
reia told the Times that the con-
tracts signed by the concessio-
naires allow for the aforementio-
ned changes to casino operating 
conditions, as does article 6 of the 
gaming law, which states the con-
ditions under which casinos may 
stray from normal operating con-
ditions.

According to the contracts, the 
concessionaires may “establish 
a daily period of opening to the 
public of the casinos and the acti-
vities included therein,” provided 
that the government is notified of 
the change at least three days in 
advance and that the new opera-
ting hours are affixed at the casino 
entrance.

“I think there must be some 
common sense in how the ope-
ning has to be managed,” said 
Correia. “It should be done in such 
a way that there is no risk that we 
will have new coronavirus cases – 
which would be very bad for Ma-
cau’s reputation, and also for the 
casinos, for the government and 
for the entire population.”

“There are jobs to be protected 
[and] there are fundamental ear-
nings for the region’s livelihood 
that were put in crisis with the 
Covid-19 epidemic. […] On the 
other hand, due to the circulation 
restrictions in China, I wonder if 
the casinos will have customers in 
quantity. So, it makes perfect sen-
se to have a soft opening and to 
have casinos opened only during 
part of the day, instead of the usual 
24-hour operation.”

“If the situation improves, the 
concessionaires will be the first to 
wish to return to normal business. 
Nobody wants to lose more money 
or to have more coronavirus cases.”

Five of Macau’s six 
casino operators have 

indicated that gambling 
activity would resume 
in a ‘phased approach’ 

according to market 
demand
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PROTECTIVE suit-clad inspec-
tors in the epicenter of China’s 

viral outbreak went door-to-door 
yesterday to find every infected 
person in the central city suffe-
ring most from an epidemic that 
is showing signs of waning as new 
cases fell for a second day.

Wuhan, where the new form of 
coronavirus emerged, is on the fi-
nal day of a campaign to root out 
anyone with symptoms whom au-
thorities may have missed so far.

“This must be taken serious-
ly,” said Wang Zhonglin, the city’s 
newly minted Communist Party 
secretary. “If a single new case is 
found (after Wednesday), the dis-
trict leaders will be held responsi-
ble.”

His remarks were published on 
Hubei’s provincial website, along-
side the declaration, “If the masses 
cannot mobilize, it’s impossible to 

fight a people’s war.”
Mainland China reported yes-

terday 1,749 new cases and 136 
additional deaths. While the ove-
rall spread of the COVID-19 illness 
has been slowing, the situation 
remains severe in Hubei province, 
which has Wuhan as its capital. In-
fections in Hubei constitute more 
than 80% of the country’s 74,185 
total cases and 95% of its 2,004 
deaths, according to data from 
China’s National Health Commis-
sion.

Cities in Hubei with a combi-
ned population of more than 60 
million have been under lock-
down since the Lunar New Year 
holiday last month, usually the 
busiest time of the year for travel. 
Authorities put a halt to nearly all 
transportation and movement ex-
cept for quarantine efforts, medi-
cal care and delivery of food and 
basic necessities. “Wartime” mea-
sures were implemented in some 

places where residents were pre-
vented from leaving their apart-
ments altogether.

The stringent measures have 
followed public fury over Hubei 
authorities’ handling of the epi-
demic when it began in Decem-
ber. The risk of human-to-human 
transmission was downplayed, 
and doctors who tried to warn 
the public were reprimanded by 
police. Wuhan residents reported 
overcrowding in hospitals and fu-
tile attempts to seek treatment.

Many countries have also set 
up border screenings and airlines 
have canceled flights to and from 
China to prevent further spread 
of the disease, which has been 
detected in around two dozen 
countries and caused about 1,000 
confirmed cases outside main-
land China. Five deaths have been 
reported outside the mainland, 
in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, the 
Philippines and France.

In Hong Kong, a spokesman for 
Princess Margaret Hospital repor-
ted the city’s second death out of 
62 cases. Media reported the vic-
tim was a 70-year-old man with 
underlying illnesses. 

The much-criticized quaran-
tine of a cruise ship in Japan en-
ded later yesterday. The Diamond 
Princess’ 542 virus cases were the 
most in any place outside of Chi-
na, and medical experts have cal-
led its quarantine a failure.

South Korea evacuated six Sou-
th Koreans and a Japanese family 
member from the ship, and they 
began an additional 14-day qua-
rantine yesterday. More than 300 
American passengers were eva-
cuated earlier and are quaranti-
ned in the United States, including 
at least 14 who had tested positive 
for the virus.

On Tuesday, the U.S. gover-
nment said the more than 100 
American passengers who stayed 
on the ship or were hospitalized in 
Japan would have to wait for ano-
ther two weeks before they could 
return to the U.S.

Passengers from the MS Wes-
terdam, another cruise ship, have 
tested negative for the virus, Cam-
bodia’s Health Ministry announ-
ced Wednesday.

Seven hundred of the Wester-
dam’s passengers had already 
left Cambodia after the ship do-
cked last week, only to have one 
woman test positive for the virus 
when she arrived in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia. The discovery that 
the 83-year-old American woman 
harbored the virus caused the sus-
pension of plans to send home 
the other passengers still in Cam-
bodia. 

The dispersal of those who had 
already left for various countries 
has caused concern that they mi-
ght be undetected carriers of the 
virus, and health authorities in se-
veral nations were tracing them to 
take protective measures.

“Prevention and control work 
is at a critical time,” Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping said during a pho-
ne call Tuesday evening with Bri-
tish Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
according to Chinese state media.

Likewise, U.N. Secretary-Ge-
neral Antonio Guterres told The 
Associated Press in an interview in 
Lahore, Pakistan, that the viral ou-
tbreak “is not out of control, but it 
is a very dangerous situation.” He 
said that “the risks are enormous 
and we need to be prepared wor-
ldwide for that.”

Outside Hubei, other localities 
have imposed quarantine measu-
res to varying degrees. Residential 

neighborhoods in Beijing have 
placed limits on the number of 
people per household who can go 
out, and those who do must car-
ry exit-entry cards. In Shanghai, 
police detained a man for 10 days 
for repeatedly leaving the house 
and taking public transportation 
when he was supposed to be un-
der quarantine at home.

Despite such warnings, Beijing 
was showing signs of coming back 
to life this week, with road traf-
fic at around a quarter of usual, 
up from virtually nothing a week 
ago. While most restaurants, sto-
res and office buildings remained 
closed, others had reopened.

The country may postpone its 
biggest political meeting of the 
year, the annual congress due to 
start in March, to avoid having 
people travel to the capital while 
the virus is still spreading. One of 
the automotive industry’s biggest 
events, China’s biannual auto 
show, was postponed, and many 
sports and entertainment events 
have been delayed or canceled.

The U.S. also upgraded its tra-
vel advisory for China to Level 4, 
telling its citizens not to travel to 
anywhere in the country and ad-
vising those currently in China to 
attempt to depart by commercial 
means. 

“In the event that the situation 
further deteriorates, the ability of 
the U.S. Embassy and Consula-
tes to provide assistance to U.S. 
nationals within China may be 
limited. The United States is not 
offering chartered evacuation fli-
ghts from China,” the notice said. 

“We strongly urge U.S. citi-
zens remaining in China to stay 
home as much as possible and 
limit contact with others, inclu-
ding large gatherings. Consider 
stocking up on food and other su-
pplies to limit movement outside 
the home,” the notice said. The 
U.S. previously flew out scores of 
its citizens on charter flights from 
Wuhan but does not have any fur-
ther plans to do so, it said.  AP

Virus center vows no patient 
unchecked as cases fall

CHINA said it would revoke the 
press credentials of three Wall 
Street Journal reporters working 
in mainland China, in a significant 
escalation of Beijing’s pressure on 
the foreign news media.
At a daily news briefing yesterday, 
a spokesman for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said the credentials 
would be revoked in retaliation for a 
headline for an essay that ran in The 
Journal’s editorial pages earlier this 
month. The headline read, “China Is 
the Real Sick Man of Asia.”
In a statement yesterday, foreign 
ministry spokesman Geng Shuang 
said the Feb. 3 op-ed by Bard Col-
lege Professor Walter Russel Mead 

“smears the efforts of the Chinese 
government and people on fighting 
(the virus) epidemic.” 
Chinese officials have “demanded 
that The Wall Street Journal recog-
nize the seriousness of the error, 
openly and formally apologize, and 
investigate and punish those re-
sponsible, while retaining the need 
to take further measures against 
the newspaper,” Geng Shuang, 
the ministry spokesman, said in a 
transcript provided by the Chinese 
government.
“The Chinese people do not 
welcome media that publish racist 
statements and smear China with 
malicious attacks,” he added.

Three WSJ correspondents 
expelled from Beijing
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H
UNDREDS of 
passengers be-
gan leaving the 
Diamond Prin-

cess cruise ship yesterday 
after the end of a much-
-criticized, two-week qua-
rantine that failed to stop 
the spread of a new virus 
among passengers and 
crew. 

Results were still pen-
ding for some passengers 
who’ve been tested for the 
coronavirusthat has infec-
ted tens of thousands of 
people in China and more 
than 540 on the ship.

The Japanese govern-
ment has been questio-
ned over its decision to 
keep people aboard the 
ship, which some experts 
have called a perfect virus 
incubator. The Diamond 
Princess is the site of the 
most infections outside of 
China, where the illness 
named COVID-19 emerged 
late last year. As of Tuesday, 
542 cases have been iden-
tified among the original 
3,711 people on the ship. 

Many foreign govern-
ments say they won’t let in 
passengers from the ship 
until they have another 
quarantine period, so it was 
striking to see passengers 
disembark, get into taxis 
and disappear into Yokoha-
ma.

Japanese soldiers helped 
escort some passengers, 
including an elderly man 
in a wheelchair who wore 
a mask and held a cane. 
Some passengers got on 
buses to be transported to 
train stations. Some peo-
ple still in their ship cabins 
waved farewell from their 
balconies to those who’d al-
ready departed. 

“I’m a bit concerned if 
I’m OK to get off the ship, 
but it was getting very dif-
ficult physically,” a 77-year-
-old man from Saitama, 
near Tokyo, who got off 
with his wife, told Kyodo 
News. “For now, we just 
want to celebrate.” 

Those getting off the 
ship in Japan with negative 
virus tests have fulfilled the 
Japanese quarantine requi-
rement and are free to walk 
out and go home on public 
transportation, Health Mi-
nister Katsunobu Kato said 
yesterday. 

He said the plan was 
approved by experts at the 
National Institute of Infec-
tious Diseases. Passengers 
are only asked to watch 
their health conditions ca-
refully for a few days and 
notify local health authori-

ties if they have any symp-
toms or worries, he said.

Some passengers said 
on Twitter they received 
health check forms asking 
if they had symptoms such 
as a headache, fever or 
coughing. Passengers who 
tested negative and had 
no symptoms still had to 
get their body temperature 
checked before leaving. 

About 500 passengers 
were expected to leave, 
and Japanese officials will 
spend several days staging 
the high-stakes evacuation 
of about 2,000 others who 
were kept aboard the ship 
at Yokohama near Tokyo 
after one passenger who 
departed the Diamond 
Princess earlier in Hong 
Kong was found to have the 
virus.

Even though Japanese 
officials insist the number 
of infected patients is leve-
ling off, dozens of new ca-
ses on the ship continue to 
mount daily. On Tuesday, 
88 people tested positive; 
a day earlier 99 others were 
found to have been infec-
ted. 

Crew members, who 
couldn’t be confined to 
their rooms over the last 
two weeks because they 
were working, are expected 
to stay on the ship.

The ship’s operator, 
Princess Cruises, said in 
a statement Tuesday that 

169 people who tested po-
sitive recently were still on 
the ship as they waited for 
transportation to hospitals. 

The safety and transport 
logistics for moving hun-
dreds of people will test Ja-
panese officials. 

The United States eva-
cuated more than 300 
people over the weekend 
who are now in quaranti-
ne in the U.S. for another 
14 days. South Korea ear-
lier returned seven people 
from the cruise ship, pla-
cing the six South Koreans 
and one Japanese family 
member into quarantine.

Other foreign passen-
gers were to be picked up 
by chartered flights sent 
from Canada, Australia, 
Italy and Hong Kong. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga defended 
Japan’s handling of the 
quarantine: “In the be-
ginning, the United States 
expressed gratitude for the 
Japanese side. And there 
are many Americans who 
chose to stay on the ship.”

The U.S. government 
said Americans who cho-
se to remain on board the 
ship in Japan instead of 
returning on a chartered 
flight cannot return home 
for at least two weeks af-
ter they come ashore. The 
governments picking up 
other passengers have si-
milar policies. 

U.S. officials cited the 
passengers’ possible expo-
sure to the new virus whi-
le on board the Diamond 
Princess. 

Japanese health officials 
say the 14-day quarantine 
on the ship was adequate, 
noting that all but one of 
more than 500 Japanese re-
turnees from the epicenter 
of the virus in China who 
initially tested negative 
were found to be virus-free 
at the end of their 14-day 
quarantine. 

Those officials also de-
fended precautions taken 
on the ship. About 1,000 
crew members were told to 
wear surgical masks, wash 
their hands, use disinfec-
tant sprays and stop ope-
rations at restaurants, bars 
and other entertainment 
areas after Feb. 5, when the 
first group of 10 infections 
was reported and the start 
of the 14-day quarantine 
was announced.

Passengers were instruc-
ted to stay in their cabins 

and not walk around or 
contact other passengers. 
Those in windowless cabins 
could go out on the deck for 
about an hour each day.

The quarantine was 
largely for passengers be-
cause crew members kept 
sharing double rooms and 
continued to serve guests 
by delivering food, letters, 
towels and amenities, and 
entering passenger cabins 
for cleaning. Crew mem-
bers also ate in groups in a 
crew mess hall. AP

JAPAN

Passengers begin leaving after 
ship’s virus quarantine ends

An unidentified passenger is surrounded by the media after she disembarked from the quarantined Diamond Princess cruise ship yesterday
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Hundreds of people have died in Assam as fierce fighting 
rages in the run-up to the election.

Villages have been set on fire and bridges and offices 
have been burnt amid reports that up to 600 people have 
been killed in the north-eastern India state.

Hundreds of villagers are reported to have been hacked 
and speared to death by tribesmen around the area of 
Nellie.

Anti-government protesters have clashed with police and 
paramilitary forces as students campaigned against the 
state assembly election.

They say they are protesting at the inclusion of large 
numbers of illegal immigrants on voting lists.

The respected newspaper The Hindu has called for the 
election to be called off amid reports that some Assamese 
civil servants have refused to do election duty because of 
fears for their safety.

Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi said that “no one has 
the right to stop the election”.

Fresh polling has been ordered in some districts after 
booths were taken over, ballot boxes stolen and voters in-
timidated. Turnout was said to be low as militants warned 
local people not to go to the polls.

There are reported to be more than 70,000 police and 
paramilitary forces trying to keep order amid rioting and 
looting in several districts.

Groups of Assamese have been fighting immigrants from 
Bangladesh with machetes, petrol bombs and stones.

Some people died in these communal clashes between 
Hindus and Muslims while others were killed when security 
forces opened fire on crowds.

Many women and children are thought to have died in the 
rice growing area, with bodies found in streams.

Sixteen villages were burnt down and up to 6,000 people 
have been left homeless, with thousands living in a refugee 
camp.

Thousands of people are fleeing from Assam to the nei-
ghbouring state of West Bengal and to the north-eastern 
area of Arunachal Pradesh to escape the violence

Courtesy BBC News

1983 Hundreds die in 
               AssAm poll violence

In context

Eyewitnesses reported that 1,000 people died in the elec-
tion violence although communications in many areas 
were poor and it was difficult to estimate the final number 
of dead.
According to unofficial figures, nearly 3,000 Muslims 
died in the riots, massacred by the ethnic Assamese and 
Lalungs who wanted to evict them as part of protests 
against so-called foreigners.
The movement ended in 1985, six years after it started, 
when Delhi signed an agreement with the protest leaders, 
promising to deport illegal immigrants.
Indira Gandhi, the Indian Prime Minister, ordered a grant of 
£330,000, after touring areas where hundreds of people 
died in attacks by tribesmen.
Mrs Gandhi’s Congress Party won the Assembly election 
with a two-thirds majority.

this day in history
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Cabinet unveils 
immigration overhaul 
for 2021 focused on skills
JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

B
RITAIN annou-
nced new post-
-Brexit immigra-
tion rules yes-

terday [Macau time] that 
will make it tougher for 
European Union citizens, 
but easier for people from 
many other nations, to 
move to the U.K. starting 
next year.

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s Conservative 
government said the new 
rules would “open up the 
U.K. to the brightest and 
the best from around the 
world” while ending “the 
reliance on cheap, low-
-skilled labor coming into 
the country.” But U.K. em-
ployers said the radical 
changes could bring about 
a labor crisis for sectors 
such as health and social 
care.

Britain’s exit from the 
EU last month after 47 
years of membership is tri-
ggering the biggest change 
to the country’s immigra-
tion rules for decades. 

During Britain’s EU 
membership — and until 
a post-Brexit transition 
period runs out on Dec. 
31 — citizens of any of the 
EU’s 27 nations can freely 
live and work in the U.K.

More than 3 million EU 
citizens currently living 
in the U.K. are entitled to 
stay. But from January 1, 
2021, new immigration 

rules will apply to EU and 
non-EU citizens alike.

Home Secretary Pri-
ti Patel said Britain’s new 
“points-based immigra-
tion system” would assess 
prospective immigrants 
on a range of skills, quali-
fications, salaries or pro-
fessions.

People hoping to work 
in Britain will need a job 
offer paying at least 25,600 
pounds ($33,000) a year. 
That’s less than the current 
30,000 pounds ($39,000) 
set for non-EU immigran-
ts, a figure that is more 
than the country’s average 
annual wage. Prospective 
immigrants who earn les-
smay be able to come if 
they have other skills.

Skilled immigrants are 
currently required to have 
a university degree but in 
future will only need the 
equivalent of Britain’s pre-
-university “A levels.” 

The government says 
the new rules will cut net 
immigration from its cur-
rent level of more than 
200,000 people a year. But 
it has abandoned a pledge 
made by previous Conser-
vative governments to cut 
Britain’s annual net im-
migration figure to below 
100,000 a year.

The immigration plan 
still has to be passed by 
Parliament — which is hi-
ghly likely since the Con-
servatives have a large 
majority.

The government said it 
would come up with spe-
cific proposals for scien-
tists, graduates, health 
care workers and those 
in the agricultural sec-
tor. But there is no speci-
fic immigration route for 
what the government calls 
“low-skilled workers” — a 
category it says includes 
70% of the more than 1 
million EU citizens who 
have moved to the U.K. 
since 2004. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of EU citizens currently 
hold jobs in sectors inclu-
ding farming, health care 
and restaurants that are 
relatively low-paid. 

Employers in those 
industries have warned 
there will be worker shor-
tages under the tighter im-
migration rules. The U.K. 
Homecare Association 
described the lack of pro-
visions for low-paid immi-
grant workers in the pro-
posals as “irresponsible.”

“Cutting off the su-
pply of prospective care 
workers under a new mi-
gration system will pave 
the way for more people 
waiting unnecessarily in 
hospital or going without 
care,” it said.

But the government 
was unsympathetic.

“We need to shift the fo-
cus of our economy away 
from a reliance on cheap 
labor from Europe and 
instead concentrate on 

investment in technology 
and automation,” it said in 
a policy paper. “Employers 
will need to adjust.”

Many people who voted 
in 2016 for Britain to leave 
the EU were believed that 
immigration had driven 
down wages and driven 
up joblessness among 
British-born workers. The 
evidence for this is partial 
at best.

The Migration Advisory 
Committee, an indepen-
dent body consulted by 
the government on im-
migration plans, said in-
troducing a points-based 
system would only “very 
slightly increase GDP per 
capita, productivity, and 
improve the public finan-
ces” compared to conti-
nued free movement of 
EU citizens, and would 
also reduce Britain’s eco-
nomic growth. 

Diane Abbott, the im-
migration spokeswoman 
for the opposition Labour 
Party, called the proposed 
new system flawed.

“This isn’t an ‘Austra-
lian points-based sys-
tem’, which is a meanin-
gless government sou-
ndbite,” she said. “It’s a 
salary threshold system, 
which will need to have 
so many exemptions — 
for (the health service) — 
for social care and many 
parts of the private sec-
tor, that it will be mea-
ningless.” AP

Home Secretary Priti Patel 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Burdened; 6- Ascends; 11- Very skilled person; 14- Designer Simpson; 

15- ___ nous; 16- Mauna ___; 17- Boat often made of birchbark, canvas, or fiberglass; 
18- Flies high; 19- Basic cable channel; 20- Like some arts; 22- Without ___ in the world; 
24- Durable yellow fabric; 28- Ethically neutral; 29- To-do list; 30- Tops; 32- Minister to; 
33- Lover of Juliet; 35- Spar; 39- Shelter for honeybees; 40- Oysters ___ season; 41- Sea 
eagle; 42- Like a line, briefly; 43- Sensation provided by buds on the tongue; 45- Wedding 
cake feature; 46- 2, 4, 6, 8, etc.; 48- Sounds; 50- Throughout this document; 53- Genuine; 
54- Blow; 55- Eat away; 57- McKellen or Holm; 58- Wing it; 60- Indian millet; 65- Nine-digit 
ID; 66- Hosiery thread; 67- Chalice; 68- Mystery writer Josephine; 69- Nuremberg trial 
defendant; 70- Fragrant resin;
 
DOWN: 1- Varnish ingredient; 2- Vladimir Nabokov novel; 3- Lair; 4- “Hold On Tight” band; 
5- Required; 6- Pine sap; 7- Get ___ the ground floor; 8- All-male; 9- Make a faux pas; 10- 
Opening word; 11- Hitching post?; 12- Snake 
charmer’s snake; 13- Backing for an exhibit; 
21- Planetary revolution; 23- Skin preparation; 
24- Acapulco appetizer; 25- From the top; 26- 
Impertinence; 27- Submerged to the mid-leg; 
28- Latin 101 word; 30- Off-track; 31- 1/100 
of a monetary unit; 34- Algerian seaport; 
36- Surface; 37- Twisted expression?; 38- 
Concise; 43- Sawbuck; 44- Geraint’s beloved; 
47- Essential parts; 49- Jumpy; 50- Robbery; 
51- Clear the boards; 52- Like soft-boiled 
eggs; 53- Clear-headed; 55- Otherwise; 
56- Make angry; 59- Immerse; 61- Modern 
address; 62- Actress Charlotte; 63- Canyon 
edge; 64- Clay today;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Bend to their wishes, and 
your concession will go a very 
long way toward proving to 
them that you value time with 
them more than you value the 
activity itself.

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s a good day to spend on 
yourself. Remember that when 
you’re invited somewhere. There’s 
nothing wrong with setting aside 
time to fulfill your own interests 
today. It’s not selfish; it’s healthy!

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You’re usually a great source of  fun 
for your people, and today that’s 
especially true! The stars have sent 
you some positive, relaxed energy 
that is enabling you to not take 
things too seriously.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It will be extremely easy for you to 
compartmentalize your life today, 
which will help you deal with the 
many issues at hand. When you’re 
at home, you’ll be totally focused 
on the issues around your home.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Memories of  an awkward 
moment in a friendship still hang 
in the air. Don’t you think it’s 
time for one of  you to reach out 
and make an effort to reconnect? 
Make the first move today.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
There could be some minor setbacks 
in store for you, but nothing too 
serious. If  you’re mentally prepared 
for them, you’ll be able to swat them 
away as if  they’re annoying little flies 
buzzing around your head.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Are you ready to move into a new 
relationship? Think about that 
question today. The answer might 
not come easily, which is a good 
sign. Your heart is something you 
shouldn’t give away carelessly.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your forward momentum has 
never been stronger, so this should 
be a very easy day for you. Right 
from the moment you wake up, 
you’ll have a clear idea of  where 
you want to go with your day.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Say them aloud to the universe, and 
picture yourself  enjoying them in 
the future. The more you keep what 
you want in the front of  your mind, 
the better your chances of  getting it. 
Promote your ideas and think positive.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Listening to a wide array of  
divergent opinions won’t be 
confusing today. It will be 
invigorating, especially if  each 
of  those opinions comes from 
someone of  a different culture. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s just another example of  the 
“when you’re right, you’re right” 
principle! You could also get a 
glimpse of  a future you thought you 
wanted today. Turns out, you’re 
glad you took a different path.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Some people think that being an 
intellectual is the same as being a 
snob, but you aren’t one of  those. 
Your mind is hungry for input, 
and it’s seeking stuff that it has 
never even considered before.

  Aquarius Pisces
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The Art of Giving
Lurdes de Sousa *

MODERN PHILANTHROPY: 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
AND COMPASSION

WHEN it comes to the very essence of philanthropy and 
its many definitions, associations (altruism, charita-

bleness, bountifulness, kindness, humanitarianism, etc.) 
and manifestations (giving money, possessions, time, at-
tention, aid etc.), we might first be inclined to put forward 
a basic question: How do people learn to give? Giving as a 
learned behavior is relatively easy to explain (it is trans-
mitted by your family, your community, your spirituality 
etc.), but what we have few insights about is when and how 
it is learned. That is, to ask in which moment of our lives 
and by what means a human incorporates giving as an in-
ner behavior. At the moment, aside from a philosophical 
approach, one might ask why this question is relevant. And 
is it?

When confronted with the daily news, the only things 
we hear about are pressing global challenges such as cli-
mate change, rising inequalities, artificial intelligence, 
bioengineering, epidemics and so on. It looks like our 21st 
century civilization is being challenged like never before 
as a result of our human inability to make good use of our 
natural intelligence in order to grant the next generations 
a safer, cleaner and more prosperous environment. “Hu-
mans were always far better at inventing tools than using 
them wisely,” says historian Yuval Noah Harari. 

Hariri draws our attention to several questions through 
his many interventions worldwide, and in particular, in his 
bestselling book “21 Lessons for the 21st Century,” which 
details a series of dramatic prophecies that could lead us 
to think that our civilization and our world are on the verge 
of collapsing. On the contrary, when pointing out the im-
minent danger of “technological disruptions,” Hariri is all 
but a prophet of the apocalypse. By looking at disruptions 
in modern times through the lens of an historian, from 
Homo sapiens to the 21st century citizen, we can unders-
tand what is really on the table. Artificial intelligence (AI), 
for example, could be a dramatic disruption as it could 
lead humanity towards its deepest social inequalities ever. 

By drawing interesting parallels with humanity’s strug-
gle against exploitation over the centuries, the 21st cen-
tury’s biggest struggle, he argues, will be against irrelevan-
ce (i.e., when you will lose your job to a robot), unless we 
act to distribute the benefits of AI between all humans. The 
question, he very judiciously addresses, is that today and 
now, technology is enhancing skills that we believe will be 
needed in the future and totally neglecting other equally 
(if not more) important human skills, such as compassion 
and artistic intelligence. 

Compassion is certainly a word that is very much asso-
ciated with philanthropy. The sooner in a lifetime and the 
more smartly one incorporates compassion as an inner 
behavior, the easier the struggle against irrelevance in the 
21st century will be to overcome, as an answer to our ques-
tion above.

Recently, Italy took the lead in innovation by announcing 
that climate change will be incorporated as a discipline in 
school curricula. Isn’t it time to follow this example and 
fully integrate philanthropy as a subject in our educatio-
nal systems, enabling society to better elaborate (without 
seeking to replace the traditional channels) on ‘when’ and 
‘how’ the “Art of Giving” actually comes into oneself as an 
inner behavior for the future of common good?

*President, Associação Internacional  
de Filantropia (Macau) 

國際博愛協會 (澳門)
president@artofgiving.org.mo 

Macau Daily Times is the official media partner of the Associação 

Internacional de Filantropia (Macau).

CORPORATE BITS
MGM China donates 500,000 surgical masks

MGM China has donated 500,000 
surgical masks to the Macau SAR 
government to  support  their anti- 
epidemic initiatives, the gaming 
operator announced in a statement. 

The company said that it is mo-
nitoring the Covid-19 epidemic si-
tuation and has rolled out a series 
of epidemic relief and preventive 
measures over the past week, coo-
perating with different sectors of the 
Macau community to combat the 
epidemic.

Presented by MGM China Holdin-
gs Limited CEO and executive di-
rector Grant Bowie, the masks were 
all given to the government at once 
and were received by Ao Ieong U, 
Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture.

Pansy Ho, co-chairperson and 
executive director of MGM China 
Holdings Limited,  said, “as part of 
the Macau community, MGM spares 
no effort to help protect everyo-
ne’s health and work for their well-

sary items. It also distributed 1,000 
supply kits to the elderly through the 
three organizations.

Earlier, MGM donated 20 million 
patacas in coordination with the 
Liaison Office of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government in the SAR, to help 
Hubei province purchase preventive 
and medical supplies, as well as ur-
gently needed materials and equip-
ment. 

-being.  Under the leadership of 
the Macau government,  I strongly 
believe that we will win this battle 
against the epidemic in unity.”

Previously, the company also su-
pplied frontline and service staff 
of the Macau Federation of Trade 
Unions, General Union of Nei-
ghborhood Associations of Macau 
and Caritas Macau with masks, 
disposable caps and other neces-

Thai hotel developer says 
bookings starting to recover

THE hotel development unit 
of Thailand’s richest man said 

room bookings have started to re-
cover from the disruption caused 
by the novel coronavirus outbreak.

The spread of the disease im-
pacted some 60% of the hotel and 
retail properties in Asset World Cor-
p.’s portfolio by deterring tourism 
and sparking event cancellations, 
according to its Chief Executive Of-
ficer Wallapa Traisorat.

“We’re starting to see a pickup in 
bookings now,” she said in an inter-
view in Bangkok yesterday. “We are 

hopeful that the government cam-
paign to promote domestic tou-
rism could boost the sector.”

Travel curbs and fear of exposu-
re to the virus led to a slump in the 
tourism industry, which Thailand 
relies on for economic growth. 

The firm, the Thai property arm 
of billionaire Charoen Sirivadhana-
bhakdi, develops hotels, shopping 
malls and office buildings. It lis-
ted on the country’s stock market 
last year in a 48 billion baht ($1.5 
billion) initial public offering.

The company’s biggest hotel and 

convention property in Bangkok, 
Marriott Marquis Queen’s Park, had 
less than 50% occupancy this mon-
th, according to Wallapa. Shoppers 
at its flagship retail destination, 
Asiatique, dropped more than 50%.

Other locations weren’t affected 
at all, such as a hotel in the popular 
destination of Hua Hin used by do-
mestic tourists. The hotel remained 
fully booked, she said.

“The impact on revenue 
from the coronavirus is likely 
to be short term,” Wallapa said. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

Virus cuts China’s carbon emissions 
by 100 million metric tons
AKSHAT RATHI 
& JEREMY HODGES

ONE of the deadliest epidemics 
in decades has dented ener-

gy demand and industrial output 
in China, cutting carbon dioxide 
emissions by about 100 million 
metric tons—close to what Chile 
emits in a year.

A new analysis by the climate 
nonprofit Carbon Brief found that 
the widespread impact of the vi-
rus—including travel restrictions, 
longer holidays, and lower econo-
mic activity—means that neither 
has recovered from the usual lull 
around the Chinese New Year, a 
roughly two-week festival that be-
gan this year on January 25.

The report looked at emissions 
during the two-week period be-
ginning 10 days after the start of 
the festival and compared that to 

the same period for each of the 
previous five years. Over that pe-
riod in 2019, China emitted 400 
million metric tons of carbon dio-
xide; this year’s figure is likely clo-
ser to 300 million metric tons. 

Coal consumption also has yet 
to recover from its usual holiday 
breather. A month before the Lu-
nar New Year, burning of the dir-
tiest fossil fuel was in line with pre-
vious years’ rates. Since then, it’s 
fallen to a four-year low, according 
to the analysis. 

Although pictures of empty city 
centers and public transport might 
seem like evidence for the large de-
cline in emissions, the fact is that 
China’s energy consumption is 
dominated by industry. The reduc-
tion in emissions is mostly a result 
of lower output from oil refineries 
and lower coal use for power gene-
ration and steel-making, as China’s 

government struggles to control 
the epidemic. The death toll from 
the virus on mainland China rea-
ched 2,000 on Feb. 18.

If the short-term reductions last, 
annual emissions for the country 
will fall by just 1%. But there’s no 
guarantee that they will. China has 
plenty of spare capacity in both 
power generation and industries 
to ramp up output once the infec-
tion rate starts to come down and 
protections ease.

Research from BloombergNEF 
released Tuesday shows that, des-
pite the erosion in China’s pro-
ductivity, the country’s emissions 
could still increase due to an in-
frastructure-focused stimulus pa-
ckage being prepared by the go-
vernment, which will require the 
country to continue burning coal 
and increase its use of cement and 
steel. BLOOMBERG
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A 
respected Japane-
se virologist yester-
day said if the Tokyo 
Olympics were to-

morrow, the games probably 
couldn’t be held because of 
the fast-spreading coronavirus 
from Wuhan, China. 

“We need to find the best 
way to have a safe Olympi-
cs,” Dr. Hitoshi Oshitani said, 
speaking at the Foreign Corres-
pondents Club of Japan. “Right 
now we don’t have an effective 
strategy, and I think it may be 
difficult to have the Olympics 
(now). But by the end of July 
we may be in a different situa-
tion.”

The local Tokyo Olympic 
organizing committee and the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee have repeatedly said 
over the last few weeks that 
they are following the advice of 
the World Health Organization 
and that the games will go on. 

But with every passing day, 
the impact of the virus seems to 
spread, and so does the fallout: 
Olympic qualifying events are 
cancelled or postponed, tra-
vel gets difficult, and athletes 
and families are left wonde-
ring. Not to mention sponsors 
and broadcasting networks 
that have invested billions of 
dollars in the Olympics.

The modern Olympics da-

ting from 1896 have only been 
cancelled during wartime, and 
in 1980 and 1984 they went on 
with boycotts.

Oshitani, a former adviser 
with the WHO who worked 

on the SARS outbreak almost 
20 years ago, was hopeful but 
sewed some uncertainty about 
the July 24-Aug. 9 Olympics.

“I’m not sure (of ) the situa-
tion in Japan at the end of July,” 

he said, answering in English. 
“But probably we will not have 
large outbreaks in Japan in 
July.”

Oshitani said he was most 
concerned about a “Wuhan-
-type” of outbreak taking pla-
ce in Africa or other parts of 
Asia and having cases impor-
ted into Japan. He said if that 
happened “it may get difficult 
to have” the Olympics. But he 
also suggested Japan might be 
able to handle it.

“So what we have to do now 
is try to prevent such a thing 
from happening,” he added. 

Earlier in the week Shigeru 
Omi, a former regional director 
of the WHO and an infectious 
disease expert from Japan, also 
said he could not be sure about 
the Olympics.

“Whether the outbreak will 
last until the Olympic date or 
not depends upon the virus 
and the societal effort and joint 
international community,” he 
said at a news conference. “No-
body can predict whether we 

can contain the virus or put an 
end to this outbreak before the 
Olympic starts. That’s anybo-
dy’s guess.”

He added it was not a “big 
question mark, but there is a 
question mark.”

In the spotlight are 19 test 
events that Japan is to hold 
beginning next month, a chan-
ce for organizers to practi-
ce in competition mode and 
an opportunity for potential 
Olympic athletes to check out 
Japan

In a cancellation yester-
day, the Kyodo news agency 
reported that Mongolia’s ar-
chery team had pulled out of 
a training camp in Japan’s cen-
tral Aichi prefecture.

Dozens of sports events have 
been called off around Asia in 
the wake of the outbreak, in-
cluding the indoor world tra-
ck and field championships 
next month in Nanjing, China, 
and the Formula One Chinese 
Grand Prix in April in Shan-
ghai. AP

Virologist: Olympics could not 
be held now; hopeful for July

Hitoshi Oshitani, Professor of Department of Virology, Tohoku University Graduate 
School of Medicine during a press conference in Tokyo yesterday
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Fugitive Jho Low was active in 
Wuhan, Malaysia police say

Fugitive financier Jho Low may have been in Wuhan, with 
Malaysian authorities now on the lookout for his return in li-
ght of the coronavirus outbreak.

“Previously, we did receive intelligence that he was active in 
Wuhan,” Inspector-General of Police Abdul Hamid Bador said 
in Kuala Lumpur yesterday, without saying when Low was re-
ported to be in the Chinese city. “I have told Kuala Lumpur 
International Airport to monitor if he comes back with Co-
vid-19.”

Malaysia has sought help from Interpol to track down Low, 
whose full name is Low Taek Jho, and have him face charges 
linked to his alleged role in the 1MDB scandal. He has consis-
tently denied wrongdoing.

Abdul Hamid said there was no indication whether Low mi-
ght have left China as the virus spread. He previously said Low 
was in a jurisdiction with which Malaysia has an extradition 
treaty, and that the police were in talks with a party they sus-
pect of protecting him.

OPINION
World Views
Daniel Moss, Bloomberg

South Korea Fans of 
South Korean club Suwon 
Bluewings had to submit 
a medical questionnaire, 
wear a mask and have 
their temperature taken 
before watching the 
team play in the Asian 
Champions League 
yesterday. Then the team 
lost to Vissel Kobe 1-0 on 
a last-minute goal from 
Kyogo Furuhashi.

Russia will still issue 
official, business, 
humanitarian and 
transit visas to Chinese 
nationals, the country’s 
Foreign Ministry said, 
clarifying the conditions 
of a sweeping entry ban 
for Chinese citizens 
announced the day 
before. The ban goes 
into effect on Thursday 
at midnight Moscow 
time. It was imposed 
due to the “worsening 
epidemiological situation” 
in China, the office of 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tatyana Golikova said.

Dubai A small instrument 
inside the drones that 
targeted the heart 
of Saudi Arabia’s oil 
industry and those in 
the arsenal of Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels match 
components recovered 
in downed Iranian drones 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
These gyroscopes have 
only been found inside 
drones manufactured by 
Iran, Conflict Armament 
Research said in a report 
released on yesterday. 
That follows a report from 
the U.N. saying its experts 
saw a similar gyroscope 
from an Iranian drone 
obtained by the U.S. 
military in Afghanistan.

Ethiopia America’s top 
diplomat yesterday 
asserted that South 
Africa’s plan to allow 
expropriation of private 
property without 
compensation would 
be “disastrous” for the 
country’s economy and 
its people. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
(pictured) made the 
comments in an address 
in Ethiopia on the final day 
of an Africa visit largely 
aimed at countering 
China’s influence on the 
continent of more than 
1.2 billion people.
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coronavirus is all in 
your mind

Hindsight can be an asset during an epidemic: Lessons 
from the past help steer public decision-making and 
avoid repeating mistakes. Unfortunately, rearview mir-
rors appear to be in short supply these days.

For all the stimulus measures that officials are rolling out 
to combat the economic impact of the coronavirus, lower 
interest rates and bigger budgets are unlikely to make 
people feel immune. And it’s consumer behavior that will 
influence the magnitude of any hit. The gap between how 
people perceive the risk of becoming ill and the likelihood 
of actually contracting the virus can be vast, driven wider 
by feelings from past experiences, vivid images or simply 
fright. 

A study by the Asian Development Bank, published in 
October, pins a lot of the economic damage from severe 
acute respiratory syndrome on psychology. At the height 
of the 2003 outbreak, 23% of respondents to a public-opi-
nion survey in Hong Kong thought they were either very 
likely or somewhat likely to be infected. The number of 
cases wound up at 1,755, according to the World Health 
Organization, which would have been roughly 0.026% 
of the population. In Taipei, 74% rated the likelihood of 
death following contraction of SARS at four or five on a 
five-point scale compared with an actual mortality rate of 
11%.

“Individuals, under prevailing circumstances of poor 
information and stress, can arrive at biased subjective 
assessments concerning the risk of disease contraction,” 
Ilan Noy and Sharlan Shields of Victoria University of 
Wellington in New Zealand wrote in the ADB paper. “This 
leads to panic and suboptimal decisions, which in turn 
result in an excessively high cost.”

You may consider the risks of proceeding with an over-
seas vacation just aren’t worth it, for example. Wise to 
skip dinner and that show, even if you think the chances 
of catching something are small. Just ask Cathay Pacific 
Airways Ltd., which warned Monday its first half of the 
year will be “extremely challenging financially.” Singapo-
re Airlines Ltd. also said it faces “significant challenges.”

The setback from SARS was acute: China’s gross do-
mestic product growth slipped to 9.1% from 11.1% in the 
second quarter of 2003 while Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Singapore all took a hit. The impact went beyond metrics 
such as lost working hours, mortality rates, treatment cos-
ts, consumer spending and aborted travel; there’s the un-
quantifiable toll of generally avoiding social contact, too.

Individual psychology also trickles up to affect com-
panies. Investment and supply-chain decisions are go-
verned by projections about demand during an epidemic 
and the recovery from it. Apple Inc. said this week that re-
venue will disappoint because component manufactu-
rers are seeking to contain the virus, in addition to the 
effect on sales of store closures and reticent shoppers. A 
day earlier, Nintendo Co. said it will struggle to get Switch 
consoles to U.S. and European markets because of a pro-
duction bottleneck stemming from the virus.

China’s economy is more consequential than in 2003. Its 
citizens travel more widely and its companies are more 
intertwined in global capitalism. That restaurant visit for-
gone in Hong Kong may cost jobs in Hamburg. To limit 
the impact on growth, then, leaders need to think care-
fully about how to minimize our natural impulse to be 
afraid.

In Singapore, the government is urging citizens to car-
ry on with life, taking extra precautions to stay healthy 
and avoid panic-buying. Officials have asked for public 
trust and, in return, have pledged to keep people infor-
med. That’s a far cry from Hong Kong, where businesses 
are on lockdown, schools are closed, basic amenities have 
been stripped from the shelves and public transportation 
is empty.

We’re a long way from knowing what the economic and 
psychological costs of the current epidemic will be, not to 
mention the number of lives lost. But if Singapore strikes 
the right tone, it may well become the model for crisis ma-
nagement.

China turns to 
internet for food 
supplies amid virus fears
JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

WANG Feng, house-
-bound by China’s vi-

rus outbreak, counts on the 
parka-clad delivery drivers 
of e-commerce giant JD.com 
to keep her kitchen stocked. 

Demand for online food 
vendors has surged since 
China’s government told the 
public to stay home as part 
of the most sweeping anti-
-disease controls ever impo-
sed. 

On Tuesday, Wang’s pho-
ne buzzed with a text mes-
sage that a delivery had arri-
ved. The retiree bundled up 
against the winter cold, put 
on a face mask and emerged 
from her apartment com-
plex to collect walnut milk 
and other goods 
from shelves 
on the sidewalk 
— an anti-virus 
measure to li-
mit contact with 
drivers who nor-
mally go door to 
door. 

“They work 
really hard, and it’s dange-
rous,” said Wang. “Without 
their services, we would not 
be able to survive at all.” 

JD.com Inc. and rivals 
including Pinduoduo, Mis-
sfresh Inc. and Alibaba 
Group’s Hema are scram-
bling to fill a boom in orders 
while trying to protect their 
employees. 

E-commerce is one of the 
few industries to thrive after 
anti-virus controls starting 
in late January closed facto-
ries, restaurants, cinemas, 
offices and shops nationwi-
de and extinguished auto 
and real estate sales. 

The government is trying 
to revive economic acti-

vity but has told anyone 
who can work from home 
to stay there. Some cities 
have imposed controls that 
allow only one member of 
a family out each day. That 
creates a ready market for 
online entertainment and 
shopping.

“I can’t go out and can’t go 
to work,” said one of Wang’s 
neighbors, Chen Guang, 
who was picking up a box 
of vegetables from the si-
dewalk shelves under a sign 
that said, “Contactless Dis-
tribution Point.” 

Chen, who wore an entry 
pass for his apartment com-
plex around his neck, said 
he shops online two to three 
times a week to replenish ki-
tchen supplies. 

JD says over the past mon-
th, its drivers delivered 71,500 
tons of rice, flour and other 
grains — 20 times more than 
the same period last year, — 
27 million liters of cooking 
oil and 50,000 tons of meat, 
eggs, vegetables and other 
fresh products.

Pinduoduo said orders 
for apples, strawberries and 
other fresh fruit from its 
586,000 sellers of agricultural 
products were up 120% in 
January. 

Disease fears in other 
Asian markets also have pro-
pelled e-commerce demand 
for food and hygiene su-
pplies. The Korea Economic 
Daily said online mask sales 

in South Korea rose 37,000% 
in January over a year earlier. 

Chinese e-commerce 
companies emerged in a 
market that lacked credit 
cards, reliable delivery and 
other features their coun-
terparts in the United States 
and Europe take for granted. 
That required JD, Alibaba 
and some other competitors 
to create their own online 
payments systems or ne-
tworks of warehouses and 
delivery drivers. 

JD has a 180,000-strong 
workforce of drivers and wa-
rehouse workers and says it 
is hiring 20,000 more to meet 
demand. The company said 
Dada Group, a delivery servi-
ce in which JD is an investor, 
is adding 15,000 to its work-

force.
At a JD dis-

tribution cen-
ter on Beijing’s 
southeast side, 
employees in red 
parkas, masks 
and gloves sor-
ted packages 
and sprayed 

them with disinfectant.
Goods from oranges and 

toilet paper to 32-packs of 
beer and cat litter came off 
trucks on one side of the 
building and passed down 
a conveyor belt to be sorted 
for individual drivers. Pad-
ded blue boxes held fresh 
fruit and vegetables.

On the other side of the 
building, drivers loaded bat-
tery-powered three-wheeled 
delivery vans emblazoned 
with JD’s logo, a cartoon dog 
called Joy. 

The average driver deli-
vers 150 to 190 packages a 
day, according to Sun Lan-
song, the facility’s mana-
ger.  AP

E-commerce is one of 
the few industries to 

thrive after anti-virus 
controls started in 

late January


