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THE GAMING INDUSTRY IS EXPECTED 
TO ENTER A ‘DIFFICULT TIME’ IF TRAVEL 

RESTRICTIONS ON TOURISTS FROM 
MAINLAND PERSIST: WILFRED WONG

TODAY, THE LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY RESUMES ACTIVITIES 

FROM THE FIRST AND SECOND 
STANDING COMMITTEES  P4 P2 P3

EARLY WEALTH PARTAKING 
SCHEME MIGHT BE 

‘LIFELINE’ FOR SOME
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Iran A staggering 50 
people have died in the 
holy city of Qom from 
the new coronavirus 
this month, a lawmaker 
was quoted as saying 
yesterday, even as the 
Health Ministry insisted 
only 12 deaths have been 
recorded nationwide. 
The new death toll 
reported by the Qom 
representative, Ahmad 
Amirabadi Farahani, 
is significantly higher 
than the 47 total cases 
of infections state TV 
had reported just hours 
earlier. More on p8

China announced 
yesterday it has 
postponed its most 
important political 
meetings of the year 
because of the outbreak 
of the new virus, a 
significant step for an 
authoritarian government 
that has always kept tight 
control over its political 
calendar. The decision 
indicates the importance 
that President Xi 
Jinping places on the 
battle against the virus, 
which has killed more 
than 2,500 people and 
sickened more than 
77,000 in mainland China.

China’s government 
promised tax cuts 
and other aid to help 
companies recover 
from its virus outbreak. 
At a news conference, 
Chinese finance and 
planning officials 
expressed confidence the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
growth targets can be 
achieved this year despite 
anti-disease controls 
that shut down much 
of the world’s second-
largest economy. Still, 
forecasters say it is likely 
to be at least mid-March 
before automakers and 
other companies return 
to full production.
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Tourism regulator says no way 
to trace Macau residents abroad

Early handout might be ‘lifeline’ for some, says economist
RENATO MARQUES

THE distribution of this 
year’s Wealth Partaking 

Scheme cash handouts 
brought forward from July 
to April, might be a “lifeline” 
for some small enterprises 
and individuals, says eco-
nomist Albano Martins.

In his opinion, the mea-
sure, announced by the 
Secretary for Economy and 
Finance, Lei Wai Nong on 
January 31, is justified by 
the need to inject money to 
families and family-based 
companies currently facing 
a very challenging situa-
tion.

The measure was confir-
med by the government in 
an administrative regula-

tion published in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

“Yes, it is justified [to 
bring forward the handout 
distribution],” economist 
Martins told the Times. “In 
fact, all the measures pre-
sented by the government 
[in the raft of financial mea-
sures] need to be put into 
force right now and not in a 
few months after bankrupt-
cies [which are already] ha-
ppening and when people 
have already lost their jobs.”

Martins also voiced the 
need for the Legislative As-
sembly to resume work so 
that some of the proposed 
measures can be passed 
and enforced as soon as 
possible, otherwise they mi-
ght come too late.

The former Chief Exe-
cutive, Chui Sai On, before 
the end of his mandate, had 
already announced that the 
government would conti-
nue to apply the Wealth Par-
taking Scheme into 2020, 
distributing the same cash 
handouts as in the previous 
year (MOP10,000 for each 
permanent resident and 
MOP6,000 for each non-
-permanent resident).

According to the Execu-
tive Council information 
yesterday morning, the dis-
tribution of the handouts 
will start on April 1 and will 
be finalized by June this 
year.

As in other years, the first 
to receive the handouts will 
be the elderly, bereaved and 

those on retirement pen-
sions, or financial support 
from the Social Welfare Bu-
reau.

Students with govern-
ment scholarships and tea-
ching staff will start recei-
ving the handout one week 
later and from the second 
week of April, the handou-
ts will be distributed to the 
general population starting 
from the oldest to the you-
ngest.

The first cash handout 
was distributed in 2008 at 
the initiative of the former 
Chief Executive Edmund 
Ho. Back then, the amounts 
distributed were exactly half 
of what both permanent 
and non-permanent resi-
dents now receive.

ANTHONY LAM

IF they don’t speak out, we have 
no way to know where these 

Macau residents are,” Inês Chan, 
Chief of the Macao Government 
Tourism Office’s (MGTO) Depart-
ment of Licensing and Supervi-
sion, told the daily press briefing 
yesterday organized by the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and Coor-
dination Center. The question 
came in response to whether the 
Office would proactively contact 
local residents travelling abroad.

The growth of confirmed cases 
in South Korea has surged for two 
consecutive days and now stands 
above 800. This increase promp-
ted the Center to declare the East 
Asian country on the list of seve-
rely infected areas.

In Europe, the situation in Italy 
escalated substantially with an in-
crease of 147 cases over the past 
weekend. At the same time, Ja-
pan’s situation is intensifying with 
a suspected community outbreak 
emerging. Flights connecting the-
se places to Hong Kong are still in 
operation and Macau residents 
can reach these places via Hong 
Kong or other transit points. 

As such, the tourism regulator 
was asked if it will issue travel war-
nings to these three countries with 
regard to the Covid-19 outbreak. It 
said that there is no plan to do so. 

However, it stressed that Koreans 
entering Macau are required to 
undergo medical checks.

While flights between Macau 
and South Korea have been can-
celed entirely until March 1, peo-
ple who have been to the coun-
try in the past 14 days will also 
be required to undergo medical 
checks.

The MGTO has been respon-
sive by offering help to Macau 
residents travelling abroad. When 
asked if the authority will act more 
proactively in this respect, Chan 
insisted it was the responsibility 
of travelers to contact the office 
for help.

Chan said that under normal 
circumstances neither the tou-
rism authority nor the other bran-
ches of the government have any 
idea where Macau residents are 
when they are out of the city. Ac-
cording to the official, Macau re-
sidents have no duty to declare or 
announce their itinerary or travel 
destinations to the government.

Passengers are, however, requi-
red to produce identification do-
cuments when they board a flight, 
regardless of whether it is domes-
tic or international.

Chan said people in need 
should contact the authority 
proactively. “If people in other 

places [outside of Macau] are in 
need of help, we invite them to 
call our Tourism Crisis Hotline to 
tell us where and how they are,” 
Chan said.

Yesterday, some Koreans were 
still en-route to Macau. The Pu-
blic Security Police Force disclo-
sed that as of 2 p.m. yesterday, 12 
Korean tourists tried to enter the 
city. Eight of them were delivered 
to the medical station at the Taipa 
Ferry Terminal for inspection.

One of them refused to under-
go a medical check and chose to 
return to Mainland China, from 
where they entered Macau. The 
other three managed to prove that 

they have not been in their home 
country in the past 14 days, so 
they were allowed entry without 
medical checks.

As Macau enters its 20th day 
without a new infection in the 
city, yesterday the government of 
neighboring Guangdong Province 
lowered the Emergency Level, one 
level down from its top-tier.

Nonetheless, the Macau gover-
nment has no plan yet to relax its 
measures against the epidemic, 
although several suspension mea-
sures have been lifted. The cen-
ter maintained its position that 
people must remain vigilant and 
should not gather in large groups. 
Measures such as health declara-
tion and school suspension are 
still in place.

The center also disclosed that 
four Macau residents managed to 
return from Wuhan by land trans-
port. They are now in quarantine 
in Zhuhai.

Yesterday, media outlets repor-
ted that the Wuhan government 
has eased the lockdown of the 
city. However, in the afternoon, 
the mainland city’s government 
issued a statement to announce 
that the previous notice was pre-
mature.

On the sidelines of the press 
conference, the Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination Bureau 
notified the center that four more 
casinos resumed operation yes-
terday: the Waldo, the President, 
Altira and the Grand Dragon. This 
increases the number of casinos 
operating to 33, leaving eight still 
closed.
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Air Macau to 
lower fuel 
surcharge

Local flag-carrier Air Macau 
has announced that the 
fuel surcharge for tickets 
sold from March 1 will be 
lowered from $24 to $20 per 
flight sector. The change 
will take effect on all flights 
operated by the company. The 
surcharge for adult, children 
and infant tickets is identical. 
Although airline companies 
say fuel surcharges depend 
on worldwide fuel prices, 
Air Macau also lowered its 
surcharge on the same day 
last year from $28 to $20. In 
mid-April last year, the airline 
announced that it would 
increase its fuel surcharge by 
$4 from the start of May 2019.

All wedding 
banquets affected 
by epidemic

According to the industry’s 
business association, 90% 
of wedding banquets in 
Macau have been postponed, 
while most of the rest have 
been canceled, due to the 
outbreak of Covid-19. Most 
of the postponed banquets 
have been moved to the 
second half of the year. The 
head of the association was 
optimistic about the revival of 
the industry, but suggested 
operators offer privileges 
to attract more business. A 
wedding fair, which was set to 
be held at the end of March, 
has also been canceled. The 
business association is in 
discussion with exhibitors to 
determine a new date for the 
fair. A wedding planner said it 
may affect the industry’s ability 
to provide service if there is a 
sudden surge of banquets.

Lawmaker urges 
gov’t to safeguard 
employment rights

The government should 
work more to protect 
the employment of local 
people in the six gambling 
concessionaires, lawmaker Ng 
Kuok Cheong claimed in his 
latest written interpellation. 
The lawmaker referred to 
government data which showed 
that nearly one-third of workers 
hired by concessionaires are 
non-locals. As the problem 
was not addressed by the 
previous government, the 
lawmaker asked whether the 
current administration has 
plans to negotiate or even 
mandate the proportion of 
non-local workers be less than 
30% of the total workforce at 
the concessionaires. Ng also 
asked if the government thinks 
concessionaires should raise the 
minimum of local management 
to 85%, and whether it would 
construct mechanisms to 
localize certain positions.

THE Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination 

Bureau’s (DICJ) Head of 
the Inspection of Games of 
Fortune Department, Joe 
Vong, said during Sunday’s 
daily press conference of 
the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordina-
tion Center that the DICJ 
had received several com-

plaints from both players 
and casino staff members 
regarding the execution of 
the safety measures impo-
sed by the government for 
the reopening of casino 
floors. 

According to Vong, the 
complaints were regarding 
a high concentration of 
players at gaming tables, 

and situations related to 
hygiene and work safety.

The DICJ acknowledged 
receiving a complaint from 
workers, noting that a con-
cessionaire, whose identity 
has not been revealed, was 
not providing face masks 
for workers, a conflict whi-
ch Vong said the bureau 
has mediated and solved.

Another complaint 
had to do with gaming 
chips not being disinfec-
ted in one casino. Vong 
explained that this was 
due to a temporary shor-
tage of disinfecting pro-
ducts which have now 
been restocked.

Regarding the concen-
tration of players around 

the tables, the DICJ has 
issued guidelines for ca-
sino operators to increase 
the space between people 
at tables to prevent them 
from being too close, no-
ting that the DICJ is con-
ducting daily inspections 
on all gaming venues to 
ensure that all measures 
are being complied with.

Questioned by the me-
dia on alleged cases of 
casino workers being dis-
missed by companies, the 
DICJ official said that the 
bureau was not aware of 
any such cases. RM

Casinos reopen to complaints, 
says gaming regulator

GAMING

Epidemic outbreak the 
‘most difficult’ time in a decade
LYNZY VALLES 

T
HE gaming industry 
is expected to enter a 
“difficult time” if travel 
restrictions on tourists 

from mainland China persist, 
according to Sands China Presi-
dent Wilfred Wong. 

Though Sands China is gra-
dually opening its casinos, the 
newly reappointed president 
believes that February revenue 
will be especially hard hit by Co-
vid-19 and related closures. 

Speaking to the press yester-
day on the sidelines of a dona-
tion event held at The Parisian 
Macao, Wong said that “the in-
fluence [on gaming revenue] will 
be really huge for this year, [but] 
February will be the worst.”

“If mainland package tours 
travel does not recover [rapi-
dly], I believe Macau’s gambling 
industry will enter a difficult 
time,” he remarked, adding that 
the first couple of months of the 
year has already proven to be 
the most difficult period in the 
gaming industry in a decade.

Hotels at the Four Seasons, 
St. Regis and Conrad in Cotai re-
main closed. Previously, Las Ve-
gas Sands’ president and chief 
operating officer, Rob Golds-
tein, said that only about 5-10% 
of Sands China’s hotel rooms 
were filled during the peak of 
the outbreak earlier this month.

For now, the gaming operator 
expects to see their business re-
cover only in the second half of 
the year when travel restrictions 
and fear among tourists subside. 

Questioned by the Times on 
its current plans now that visi-
tation from the company’s top 
source market is mostly preven-
ted, the executive said that gi-
ven the current global situation 
of the epidemic outbreak, “it is 
not the time to go out to promo-

te the industry on a large scale.”
“We don’t depend on Macau’s 

spending power, we depend on 
the world. Besides mainland 
China, South Korea and Japan 

also have the [epidemic ou-
tbreak] problem. These are all 
the markets we have depended 
on in the past,” said Wong. “If 
you look around the region, the 

situation in Korea and Japan is 
not rosy either. We will wait un-
til everything stabilizes.” 

Approximately 30% of the 
Sands China’s workers are back 
at work, while the rest of them 
are on paid leave. According to 
Wong, the company’s workers – 
including executives – are taking 
turns to use their vacation days 
while visitor arrivals are far from 
their peak.

Wong has served as president 
of Sands China since 2015. On 
Friday, Wong was reappointed 
to the role, while Grant Chum 
was appointed chief opera-
ting officer and Dylan James 
Williams was appointed the 
company’s general counsel and 
secretary.

Wong has stated that his ob-
jective in his new four-year con-
tract will be to continue playing 
an active role in the long-term 
goals and strategic initiates of 
the company in Macau and in 
the Greater Bay Area.

Sands China donates 30,000 
bottles of sanitizing gel
YESTERDAY, Sands China donated a total of 

30,000 bottles of sanitizing gel to three non-go-
vernmental organizations; the Women’s General 
Association of Macau, the General Union of Nei-
ghborhood Associations of Macau and the Macao 
Federation of Trade Unions, as part of the com-
pany’s Covid-19 relief efforts.

Each association received 10,000 bottles, whi-
ch will be distributed to the association’s frontline 
workers, the elderly who live alone, and to under-
privileged families. 

“Through the donation of hand sanitizer and 
facemasks, and through other measures, we hope 
our company’s corporate social responsibility ef-
forts are able to make a significant difference in 
Macau’s fight against the novel coronavirus,” said 
the recently reappointed president of Sands China 
Ltd., Wilfred Wong.

The NGOs expressed that it is now a crucial mo-
ment for epidemic prevention and control in the 
city as businesses gradually resume operations. 

Commenting on the support of the gaming ope-
rator, Lee Chong Cheng, president of the Macao 
Federation of Trade Unions remarked, “front-line 
workers’ demand for virus prevention products 
increases as industries in Macau gradually resume 
operations.”

The gaming operator has recently pledged a 
5-million pataca donation in relief funds to assist 
the local government in safeguarding the public 
from the outbreak.

The company has also pledged to donate 20 
million patacas in coordination with the Liaison 
Office of the Central Chinese Government in the 
SAR to aid mainland China’s efforts to combat the 
virus. LV
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CRIME

Local man stopped from 
breaking into Coloane prison 

Legislative Assembly begins to 
reconvene under special arrangements

RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKERS met yes-
terday at the AL for a 

meeting of the Follow-up 
Committee of Public Ad-
ministration Affairs where 
they were briefed by the 
government on the main 
measures taken to prevent 
the spread of the conta-
gious coronavirus known 
as Covid-19.

Among the information 
provided to lawmakers, the 
president of the Commit-
tee, Si Ka Lon said that the 
government has promised 
that it will give two weeks’ 

notice for the schools 
reopening date so families, 
students, and schools are 
well prepared to restart the 
academic year.

Yesterday’s special ses-
sion was the first time 
lawmakers have met since 
before the Chinese Lunar 
New Year.

The lawmakers gathe-
red at the AL to discuss and 
be briefed on the opera-
tional procedures of the 
AL during the upcoming 
days. Among the changes 
in force is the scheduling of 
all committee meetings in 
the plenary room instead 

of the AL meeting rooms. 
These arrangements are 
to provide a larger space 
between each lawmaker 
and government represen-
tatives during the sessions 
as a preventive measure 
included in the govern-
ment’s plan to contain the 
outbreak of the Covid-19.

Another of the new 
measures is the man-
datory use of protective 
face masks inside the AL 
building, similar to what 
is currently occurring in 
all public services, public 
transportation and some 
private establishments 
across the city. 

During this week, se-
veral other meetings for 
the same two committees 
have been scheduled on 
topics such as discussion 
of the bill on “electronic 

government” as well as 
the amendments to Law 
11/2009 which relates to 
the cybercrime law.

The Legislative Assem-
bly resumes activities from 
the First and Second Stan-
ding Committees today. 
The meetings, scheduled 
for 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., will 
address the amendments 
to the Law 5/2006 on the 
responsibilities and autho-
rity of the Judiciary Police, 
and the bill on the funda-
mental rules for the appli-
cation of Macau laws at 
the new cross-border che-
ckpoint of Hengqin and 
the surrounding areas.

According to the calen-
dar published on the AL 
website, plenary sessions 
at Macau’s legislature will 
not return until at least the 
end of this month.

JULIE ZHU

A Macau resident tried to break 
into the Coloane Prison, the 

Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
said during yesterday’s joint poli-
ce press conference.

The incident took place on the 
night of February 18 at appro-
ximately 9 p.m. The man, a taxi 
driver in his 30s, drove his taxi 
to the prison gate where he kept 
honking the car’s horn. His girl-
friend was also inside the vehicle 
during the entire episode. 

The prison policemen ques-
tioned him about his behaviour 
to which the man replied that he 
wanted to enter the prison.

While honking the vehicle’s 
horn, he also shouted nonsense. 
The prison police officers refu-
sed the man’s demands to enter 
the prison. Later, he stopped the 
vehicle in front of the prison gate, 
left the car and attempted to en-
ter the prison on foot.

Defying police orders, the 
man continued to attempt entry. 
Four prison policemen together 
stopped the man and transferred 
him to the PSP.

According to the PSP, the in-
cident occurred outside the pri-
son’s normal visiting hours. Mo-
reover, the man was not schedu-
led to visit any of the inmates.

During the incident, the man’s 
girlfriend had remained inside 
the taxi. Upon police questioning 
her, the woman claimed she had 
been asleep the entire time and 
had only woken up when the 
man was already arguing with 
the prison officers. 

After investigations, the PSP 
found that the man had been in-

volved in another offense, which 
had taken place a few minutes 
prior to his attempted prison 
trespass.

At approximately 9 p.m., the 
man had stopped his vehicle at 
Avenida de Lok Koi, where he 
caused damage to the back win-
dow of a taxi that was parked the-
re. The owner of the taxi is not an 
acquaintance of the man, nor, he 
said, did he have disputes with 
anyone. 

Later, the PSP found an iron 
rod inside the suspect’s taxi. The 
PSP believes that the man used 
the iron rod to break the window 
of the other taxi. According to the 
PSP, the iron rod constitutes a 
banned weapon. 

During police questioning, the 

man continued speaking sen-
selessly. After questioning the 
suspect, the PSP sent him to the 
hospital for a drug test, a bloo-
d-alcohol test and psychiatric 
tests. The results of all three tests 
were negative, indicating that the 
man was healthy and not under 
the influence of illicit drugs or al-
cohol. 

The police learned from the 
man’s girlfriend that he had not 
been able to sleep for more than 
ten days due to financial worries 
and the man had been speaking 
incoherently very recently.

The PSP further stated they are 
unaware of any relationship the 
man may have with any of the 
prison inmates.

The PSP has accused the man 

of possession of illegal weapons, 
of trespass on prison property 
and of causing damage. 

SUSPECTED PIMP CAUGHT 
AFTER ILLEGAL ENTRY

The Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
found an illegal immigrant res-
ponsible for a prostitution case 
dating back to 2017, the PJ said 
during yesterday’s press confe-
rence. The 32-year-old man is an 
unemployed mainland resident 
surnamed Tan. 

Tan was responsible for invol-
vement in organized prostitution 
which was recorded in March 
2017. Both Tan and his wife were 
implicated in the case. 

Back then, Tan rented an apart-
ment in Taipa and then sub-let 

the property to a group of sex 
workers. Tan was paying another 
individual 6,000 patacas per mon-
th to guard the residential unit. 
Besides securing the place, the 
guard delivered meals three times 
a day to the sex workers. 

Tan’s wife was responsible for 
collecting daily rent from the sex 
workers. She charged them 200 
patacas per day per person to live 
in the apartment. 

Earlier this week, the customs 
authority found Tan together with 
another illegal immigrant, who 
was attempting to assist Tan to 
enter Macau illegally. 

Upon being questioned by PJ 
officers, Tan denied the accusa-
tion of an organized prostitution 
crime and refused to cooperate 
with the police. However, the poli-
ce have claimed that the bureau’s 
investigation has revealed that, in 
Tan’s case, there was a guard who 
delivered the women meals re-
gularly and his wife was charging 
rent. The PJ considered these cir-
cumstances to be clear evidence 
of organized activities. 

MAN CHARGED WITH 
DANGEROUS DRIVING 

A 45-year-old Macau man has 
been charged with dangerous dri-
ving, according to the PSP. 

Earlier this month, the PSP 
spotted two different videos on 
social media showing a man 
swerving along a street near Ilha 
Verde. 

Later, the PSP found the owner 
of the vehicle, who said he was 
not the driver in the videos and 
that his vehicle was kept at his 
younger brother’s car maintenan-
ce shop. 

The PSP learned that the 
45-year-old man, who is the you-
nger brother of the owner had 
been the driver on these occa-
sions. The younger brother admi-
tted to dangerous driving and the 
PSP turned him over to the prose-
cution authority yesterday.
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Bus body temperature 
checks wanted

Lawmaker Lei Chan U has written an interpellation 
to the local government about body temperature 
monitoring systems. Recently, some Guangdong 
cities resumed bus operations, having installed 
body temperature scanning systems inside the 
vehicles. Lei suggested that the local government 
should adopt this measure and install similar 
systems inside Macau’s buses. The system 
will trigger an alarm when a passenger’s body 
temperature is detected as being abnormal. 
Lei believes that the system can improve bus 
operational safety.  Lei thinks that these systems 
should not only be installed on buses but also in 
government buildings, offices, and other facilities 
in order to reduce the amount of manual labor 
needed to perform body temperature scans.

No conditions to resume 
tutoring center business 

The Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
has denied a request from business operators to 
resume the operation of tutoring centers. Kong 
Ngai, head of the division of education at DSEJ, 
has said that tutoring centers would not be able to 
start operating before the complete resumption 
of public schools, which is dependent on the 
development of the Covid-19 epidemic situation.  
The education authority representative explained 
that tutoring centers were only an auxiliary to 
mainstream education. Even though these 
centers do not draw high volumes of traffic, they 
are still responsible for crowds gathering. Kong 
said that the local government is now prioritizing 
epidemic prevention. Residents and, in particular, 
children should stay at home. Therefore, tutoring 
centers are not authorized to open as yet. The 
DSEJ representative expressed his gratitude for 
the cooperation of Macau’s 400-plus tutoring 
centers. 

Fewer construction workers 
to impact Cotai development
DANIEL BEITLER

NEW measures desig-
ned to reduce the fre-

quency of border crossings 
into Macau by non-resident 
workers living on the main-
land is having an impact on 
local construction projects.

Starting this month, the 
Macau SAR government has 
required all non-resident 
workers from the mainland 
to face a 14-day quarantine 
when entering the territory. 
The move, designed to de-
ter crossings, prompted a 
number of large employers 
in Macau to offer temporary 
lodging to their workers.

The construction sector 
is one of the largest em-
ployers of non-resident 
workers in Macau. With 
a reduced number now 
working in the Macau SAR, 
some analysts have sugges-
ted that hotel and casino 
developments in Cotai cou-
ld be impacted.

“Obviously entering and 
leaving [Macau] each day is 
no longer feasible and shou-
ld the casinos have to provi-
de local accomodation, the 

costs would be untenable, 
given the lack of supply of 
ready workers housing,” 
said Ben Lee, managing 
partner of IGamiX Manage-
ment & Consulting.

“I think there will be de-
lays all around,” added Lee. 
“The dependency on Chine-
se workers is very high.”

That was the case for 
Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment, which said it had ex-
pected a slowdown for the 
$1.4-billion phase two deve-
lopment of its Cotai-based 
Studio City property be-
cause of the low number of 

construction workers arri-
ving from mainland China. 
Phase two of the expansion 
is designed to increase Stu-
dio City’s hotel room capa-
city by approximately 60%, 
and will offer non-gaming 
attractions, including a ci-
neplex and a water park.

However, Sands China 
President Wilfred Wong in-
sisted yesterday that the re-
development of The Londo-
ner Macao was progressing 
as planned, and there were 
no indications of delays.

“We are going ahead as 
planned for the construc-

tion of The Londoner,” said 
Wong. “We have made a lot 
of preparations including 
giving foreign workers 14 
days quarantine before they 
start work. Then, when they 
do the works, we will have a 
lot of precautions like mea-
suring their temperature 
every day.”

The redevelopment of 
The Londoner Macao had 
been designed in stages so 
as to cause minimal disrup-
tion to visitors and gam-
blers at the Cotai Central 
properties. But the lack of 
tourists this month provides 
an opportunity to expedite 
its development.

The local government has 
made use of the unexpected 
quiet period to progress on 
several public works projec-
ts, including roadworks at 
major intersections on the 
Macau peninsula.

Other properties cur-
rently under development 
in Macau include the Lis-
boa Palace and the Lisboe-
ta, both of which are un-
derstood to be very close to 
completion, as well as Ga-
laxy’s phase 3.
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SOUTH Korea reported ano-
ther large jump in new virus 

cases yesterday a day after the 
president called for “unprece-
dented, powerful” steps to com-
bat the outbreak that is increa-
singly confounding attempts to 
stop the spread.

The231 new cases bring Sou-
th Korea’s total to833cases, and 
two more deaths raise its toll to 
seven. 

China also reported 409 new 
cases yesterday, raising the 
mainland’s total to 77,150 after 

a zigzag pattern of increases in 
recent days. The 150 new deaths 
from the COVID-19 illness raised 
China’s total to 2,592 and showed 
a spike after hovering around 100 
for four days. All but one death 
were in Hubei province, where 
the outbreak emerged in Decem-
ber.

Significant jumps in cases ou-
tside China have raised concern 
of the outbreak getting out of 
control. South Korea has the thir-
d-highest national total behind 
China and Japan, and cases have 
rapidly increased in Italy and 
Iran in just a few days.

Most of Japan’s cases were 
from the Diamond Princess crui-
se ship, where nearly one-fifth of 
its 3,711 passengers and crew be-
came infected.

More than 140 of South Korea’s 
new cases were in and near Dae-
gu, the city of 2.5 million people 
where most of the country’s in-
fections have occurred. Five of 
the seven deaths were linked to a 
hospital in Cheongdo, near Dae-
gu, where a slew of infections 
were confirmed among patients 
in a mental ward. 

While officials have expres-
sed hope they could contain the 
outbreak to the region surroun-
ding Daegu, some experts noted 
signs of the virus circulating na-
tionwide, pointing to a number 
of cases in the capital, Seoul, and 
elsewhere that weren’t immedia-
tely traceable. 

“In Daegu, the number of new 
cases that are being confirmed by 
tests is quite large, and if we fail 
to effectively stem community 
transmissions in this area, there 
would be a large possibility [that 
the illness] spreads nationwide,” 
South Korean Vice Health Minis-
ter Kim Gang-lip said in a brie-
fing, saying that the government 
aims to stabilize Daegu’s situa-
tion in four weeks. 

He said that health officials 
plan to test all of the city’s resi-
dents exhibiting cold-like symp-
toms, which he said would be 
about 28,000 people. Health 
workers are also screening some 
9,000 followers of the Daegu 
branch of the Shincheonji Chur-
ch of Jesus, where a woman in 

her 60s attended two services be-
fore testing positive for the virus. 

Of the country’s 161 new ca-
ses, 129 were related to the chur-
ch. Officials are also investigating 
a possible link between church-
goers and the spike in infections 
at a hospital in nearby Cheongdo. 

The national government has 
shuttered schools, cancelled 
events, and asked companies to 
scatter working hours and keep 
employees at home if they expe-
rience coughs or other respira-
tory symptoms. It advised people 
to avoid crowded indoor spaces 
and pleaded that those who re-
cently visited Daegu or nearby 
areas stay at home if possible for 
two weeks, asking reporters to 
exercise the same caution. 

Seoul’s Mayor Park Won-soon 
scattered the working hours of 
some 40,000 city employees to 
ease transit congestion and war-
ned of sterner action against 
protesters who defied a ban on 
rallies in major downtown areas 
that was meant to stop the spread 
of the virus. 

Far from where the illness first 
emerged, authorities in Italy batt-
led to contain Europe’s first major 
outbreak and Iran reported eight 
deaths — the highest toll outside 
of China. Some of the clusters in 
recent days have no link to Chi-
na, a worrying sign of the virus 
spread.

The Iranian health ministry 
has reported 43 cases since Wed-
nesday and several countries re-
ported cases connected to travel 
to Iran. Kuwait confirmed its first 
cases yesterday in three people 

who had traveled from Iran, and 
Bahrain reported its first case, 
also a traveler returning from 
Iran. The United Arab Emirates 
said new cases there included 
Iranian tourists. 

A number of countries have 
closed their borders with Iran or 
effectively barred travelers from 
there, a similar step to the actions 
numerous countries have taken 
to ward off the spread of the ill-
ness from China.

In Italy’s northern Lombardy 
region, which includes the na-
tion’s financial capital, Milan, 
the governor announced Sunday 
that the number of confirmed 
cases stood at 110. Italy now has 
152 cases, the largest number 
outside of Asia, including three 
deaths.

Venice, which is full of tourists 
for Carnival events, reported its 
first two cases, said Veneto Gov. 
Luca Zaia, whose region includes 
the lagoon city. It wasn’t imme-
diately known if the two infected 
had participated in Carnival fes-
tivities.

As Italy scrambled to check 
the spread of the virus, authori-
ties announced that all Carnival 
events had been called off as well 
as major league soccer matches 
in the stricken region. Cinemas 
and theaters were also ordered 
shuttered, including Milan’s le-
gendary La Scala. 

Warning that China’s virus 
epidemic is “still grim and com-
plex,” President Xi Jinping cal-
led for more efforts to stop the 
outbreak, revive industry and 
prevent the disease from disrup-
ting spring planting of crops. Xi 
defended the ruling Communist 
Party’s response as “timely and 
effective” in a video conference 
with officials in charge of anti-di-
sease work, according to the offi-
cial Xinhua News Agency. 

Meanwhile, a diplomatic row 
erupted after Israel turned back 
a South Korean airliner, unders-
coring fear and tensions over the 
outbreak.

A Korean Air flight with 188 
passengers that landed at Tel 
Aviv’s Ben Gurion airport Sa-
turday evening was taxied away 
from the terminal while autho-
rities allowed only 11 Israelis to 
enter the country. The plane re-
turned to South Korea with the 
rest of the passengers on Sunday.

Seoul’s Foreign Ministry said it 
was closely monitoring the inci-
dent and will evacuate South Ko-
rean tourists from Israel if neces-
sary. Yonhap news agency cited 
South Korea’s Foreign Ministry as 
registering a strong protest with 
the Israeli government. 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry is-
sued travel warnings to South 
Korea and Japan due to the coro-
navirus, and the Health Ministry 
ordered Israelis returning from 
those countries to remain in 
home quarantine, as previously 
ordered for those returning from 
Hong Kong, China, Macau, Thai-
land and Singapore. AP

China counts 150 more virus 
deaths, South Korean cases jump

THE latest figures reported by 
each government’s health  
authority as yesterday in Beijing:

— Mainland China: 2,592 
deaths among 77,150 cases, 
mostly in the central province 
of Hubei
_Hong Kong: 79 cases, 2 deaths
— Macau: 10 cases
— Japan: 838 cases, including 
691 from a cruise ship docked in 
Yokohama, 4 deaths
— South Korea: 833 cases, 7 
deaths
— Italy: 190 cases, 4 deaths
— Singapore: 89 cases
— Iran: 43 cases, 12 deaths
— United States: 35 cases; sepa-
rately, 1 U.S. citizen died in China
— Thailand: 35 cases
— Taiwan: 28 cases, 1 death
— Australia: 23 cases

— Malaysia: 22
— Vietnam: 16 cases
— Germany: 16
— France: 12 cases, 1 death
— United Arab Emirates: 13 cases
— United Kingdom: 13
— Canada: 10
— Philippines: 3 cases, 1 death
— Kuwait: 3 cases
— India: 3
— Russia: 2
— Spain: 2
— Israel: 2
— Bahrain: 1
— Lebanon: 1
— Belgium: 1
— Nepal: 1
— Sri Lanka: 1
— Sweden: 1
— Cambodia: 1
— Finland: 1
— Egypt: 1
— Afghanistan: 1

79,000 people infected globally
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M
ALAYSIAN Prime 
Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad abruptly 
submitted his resig-

nation to the king yesterday and 
his party exited the ruling coali-
tion, kicking off a race to form the 
next government of the Southeast 
Asian nation.

The statement from Mahathir’s 
office contained no other details, 
and he didn’t comment ahead of 
a meeting with the king last night. 
The monarch could be crucial in 
determining whether he forms a 
new government with other po-
litical parties, whether his rival 
Anwar Ibrahim retains enough 
lawmakers to lead the govern-
ment, or whether a new election 
would take place.

Adding to the confusion, 
Mahathir submitted a letter of 
resignation to his party Bersatu, 
which pledged to continue su-
pporting him even though it exi-
ted the ruling coalition. Several 
other political parties in the coali-
tion also said they would continue 
backing Mahathir, including the 
mostly ethnic-Chinese Democra-
tic Action Party, one of the largest 
in parliament. But it was unclear 
which camp had the numbers to 
take power.

Anwar, who met with Maha-
thir earlier in the day, appeared 
confident when speaking with re-
porters. His wife, Wan Azizah Wan 
Ismail, is in position to potentially 
take over from Mahathir in her ca-
pacity as deputy prime minister.

“He made it very clear in no 
way would he work with those in 
the past regime,” Anwar told re-
porters, referring to Mahathir. He 
said the king would decide whe-
ther Wan Azizah takes over as the 
country’s leader.

The political intrigue could 
bring fresh tumult to Malaysia, 

and deter investors looking for 
stability at a time when the global 
coronavirus epidemic and trade 
wars are hurting growth. Malay-
sia’s benchmark stock index was 
set to enter a bear market for the 
first time in 12 years, while the 
ringgit slumped to the lowest in 
almost six months.

Whatever happens will have 
international ramifications. 
Mahathir has regularly de-
nounced the Trump admi-
nistration over its trade po-
licies, its Middle East peace 
plan and its approach to 
China: He was outspoken in 
lauding the advantages of 
using Huawei Technologies 
Co.’s equipment for 5G ne-
tworks. Anwar, meanwhile, 
had enjoyed U.S. support 
during his time in prison and 
has spoken out on human-rights 
abuses, including China’s deten-
tion of as many as one million 
ethnic Uighur Muslims.

The drama had been building 
for months as the 94-year-old 
Mahathir refused to set a firm date 
for handing over power to Anwar. 
The long-time rivals had joined 
hands ahead of elections in 2018 
for a stunning victory that ousted 
the previous coalition, which had 
ruled Malaysia for six decades.

When it took power, the new 
administration sought to usher 
in a new era of transparency and 
good governance, marking a rare 
victory for democracy and open-
ness in Asia. It prosecuted former 
Prime Minister Najib Razak for 
corruption in the 1MDB scandal, 
and promised policies that aimed 
at helping Malaysians of all races 
rather than just the Malay majority.

NEVER HAPPENED BEFORE
The outcome of the power 

struggle could determine whe-
ther Malaysia continues moving 
toward policies that treat all races 

equally, or reverts toward a model 
aimed at giving preferential treat-
ment to Malays and indigenous 
groups who make up nearly 70% 
of the population. Those policies 
had prompted many educated 
ethnic-Chinese and Indians to 
look for work overseas, draining 
Southeast Asia’s fourth-biggest 
economy of some of its top talent.

“This has never happened 
before in Malaysia,” said James 
Chin, a Malaysian academic and 
a political analyst who heads the 
Asia Institute at the University of 

Tasmania. “What we have now 
is a political play to bring in a 
stronger Malay government, and 
that’s essentially it. Previously the 
opposition were accusing the go-
vernment of being too much un-
der the control of the Chinese.”

Chin said the king could ei-
ther determine which side has a 
majority, call for a delay to study 

the situation or convince 
everyone to proceed with 
fresh elections. While the 
monarchy’s role in Malay-
sia is largely ceremonial, the 
king retains some discretio-
nary powers and political 
leaders typically meet the 
ruler before announcing 
major political changes.

Tensions between Maha-
thir and Anwar came to a 
head over the weekend. On 

Sunday, Anwar confirmed that 
some members of his own par-
ty were working with Mahathir’s 
camp to form a new government, 
and they had met with the coun-

try’s king.
Yesterday afternoon, it was 

still unclear which side wou-
ld command the majority of 
lawmakers. Several parties in 
Mahathir’s coalition said they 
would continue to support him 
as prime minister, and another 
group of 11 MPs said they were 
defecting from Anwar’s camp. 
The drama was reminiscent of 
the 1990s, when Anwar was ous-
ted from Mahathir’s cabinet and 
arrested for sodomy.

To form a new government, 
Mahathir would need to work 
with the United Malays National 
Organisation, or UMNO, the par-
ty he once led before defecting, 
as well as the Pan-Malaysian 
Islamic Party, or PAS, because 
he wouldn’t have enough par-
liamentary seats to retain power 
without them. He must have 
the support from 112 out of 222 
members of parliament.

Even before this latest twist, 
Malaysia’s political rhetoric had 
become increasingly divisive, 
with UMNO playing up racial 
sentiment and accusing the ru-
ling Pakatan Harapan coalition 
of undermining Malay rights. A 
coalition that unites Mahathir’s 
Bersatu party with UMNO and 
PAS would include the key par-
ties that represent ethnic Malays 
under one roof, leaving Anwar’s 
People’s Justice Party and the De-
mocratic Action Party to repre-
sent a multicultural-led platform 
-- if they hold together.

Anwar suggested that Maha-
thir wouldn’t join with UMNO.

“I am touched by his attitude 
and stance to not bow down to a 
group that wants to usurp power 
without setting an agenda of 
change,” Anwar said earlier yes-
terday.

That stance was echoed by Fi-
nance Minister Lim Guan Eng, 
who said Mahathir wouldn’t 
work with UMNO.

“This is the first time that a 
Malaysian prime minister is pre-
pared to resign on principle to 
uphold integrity and combat cor-
ruption,” he said. BLOOMBERG

The political 
intrigue could bring 

fresh tumult to 
Malaysia, and deter 

investors looking 
for stability 

MALAYSIA

Mahathir 
resigns but 
outcome of 

power struggle 
unclear
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The new Philippines president Corazon Aquino is sworn in 
today, bringing to an end years of dictatorship under Ferdi-
nand Marcos.

Former leader Mr Marcos, who changed the constitution 
in 1973 to give himself absolute powers, was threatening to 
go ahead with his own swearing-in ceremony today at his 
heavily-guarded palace.

However, the United States, which has supported him in 
office since he was first elected in 1965 finally withdrew its 
backing three days ago.

Mrs Aquino, who will spend the day appointing her Cabi-
net, will make improving the lot of the poor one of her first 
priorities.

In her first news conference she announced that she 
would not be living in the presidential palace, as it was not 
fitting for the leader of such an impoverished nation.

She also urged the people to be patient, saying the pro-
blems inflicted by 20 years of Marcos’s corrupt rule could 
not be remedied overnight.

Mr Marcos has been flown from Clark Air Force base, whe-
re he had been given temporary haven, into exile in Hawaii.

He had been accused of cheating during the elections on 
7 February to deprive Mrs Aquino’s party of victory.

Since then he has attempted to retain control by force. 
He announced a state of emergency and said he was sei-
zing television and radio stations, newspapers and public 
utilities.

But two senior members of his government, Defence 
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and chief of staff Lieutenant-
-General Fidel Ramos, announced on Saturday they were 
switching loyalties and backing Mrs Aquino as the country’s 
president.

Mrs Aquino was persuaded to enter politics after her late 
husband, Benigno Aquino, was shot dead in 1983 when he 
returned to the Philippines from exile.

The assassination led to a period of political turmoil, whi-
ch ended with the election of Mrs Aquino.

Mr Enrile and General Ramos have come clean about their 
role in the government’s corrupt attempts to rob Mrs Aqui-
no of victory at the polls.

Mr Enrile confessed that his home district had been re-
quired to produce a quote of 350,000 spurious votes to 
window-dress the overall result.

General Ramos gave details of how Marcos had brazen-
ly turned the armed forces into a political machine for his 
personal gain.

Courtesy BBC News

1986 Corazon aquino is 
              PhiliPPines President

In context

Mrs Aquino was succeeded by her Defence Minister Fidel 
Ramos in 1992.
During her period in office, she attempted to impose democ-
racy.
A new democratic constitution was brought in in 1987, but 
despite this and her massive popularity she continued to face 
coup attempts from Marcos loyalists.
Although Ramos was her choice as successor, as a Protes-
tant, he was not universally popular with the Catholic church.
Mrs Aquino retired from public life but maintained an interest 
in politics and was instrumental in the overthrow of President 
Joseph Estrada in 2001 and appointment of Gapploria Maca-
pagal-Arroyo.
In 2005 she accused Arroyo of rigging the 2004 elections. 
She survived an opposition attempt to impeach her.

this day in historyCOVID-19

Iran lawmaker says 
50 dead from new 
virus in city of Qom
AYA BATRAWY, DUBAI

A 
staggering 50 
people have died 
in the Iranian city 
of Qom from the 

new coronavirus this mon-
th, a lawmaker was quoted 
as saying yesterday, even as 
the Health Ministry insisted 
only 12 deaths have been re-
corded to date in the coun-
try. 

The new death toll repor-
ted by the Qom represen-
tative, Ahmad Amiriabadi 
Farahani, is significantly hi-
gher than the latest number 
of nationwide confirmed ca-
ses of infections that Iranian 
officials had reported just 
a few hours earlier, which 
stood at 12 deaths out of 47 
cases, according to state TV. 

Health Ministry spokes-
man Iraj Harirchi rejected 
the Qom lawmaker’s claims, 
insisting the death toll from 
the virus remains at 12.

However, he raised the 
number of confirmed cases 
from the virus to 61. Some 
900 other suspected cases 
are being tested, he said.

Still, the number of dea-
ths compared to the num-
ber of confirmed infections 
from the virus is higher 
in Iran than in any other 
country, including China 
and South Korea, where the 
outbreak is far more wides-
pread.

Farahani, the lawmaker 
from Qom, was quoted in 
local media saying more 
than 250 people are quaran-
tined in the city, which is a 
popular place of religious 
study for Shiites from across 
Iran and other countries. He 
spoke following a session 
in parliament in Tehran on 
Monday, and was quoted by 
ILNA and other semi-official 
news agencies.

The lawmaker said the 
50 deaths date as far back 
as Feb. 13. Iran first officially 
reported cases of the virus 
and its first deaths in Qom 
on Feb. 19. 

“I think the performan-
ce of the administration in 
controlling the virus has not 
been successful,” Farahani 
said, referring to the gover-
nment of President Hassan 
Rouhani. 

“None of the nurses have 
access to proper protective 
gears,” Farahani said, ad-
ding that some health care 
specialists had left the city. 
“So far, I have not seen any 
particular action to confront 
corona by the administra-
tion.”

There are concerns that 
clusters of the new corona-
virus in Iran, as well as in 
Italy and South Korea, could 
signal a serious new stage in 
its global spread.

A top World Health Of-
ficial expressed concer-
ns Monday over the virus’ 
spread. “We are worried 
about the situation in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and 
in Italy,” WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said. 

“It is an incredible time. 
Less than two months ago, 
the coronavirus was com-
pletely unknown to us,” 
Ghebreyesus said. “The past 
few weeks has demonstra-
ted just how quickly a new 
virus can spread around the 
world and cause widespread 
fear and disruption.” 

The outbreak in Iran has 
centered mostly in the city 
of Qom, but spread rapidly 
over the past few days as 
Iranians went to the polls on 
Friday for nationwide par-
liamentary elections, with 
many voters wearing masks 
and stocking up on hand sa-
nitizer. 

Authorities in Iran have 
closed schools across much 

of the country for a second 
day. Soccer fans across Iran 
not permitted to attend ma-
tches, and shows in movie 
theaters and other venues 
were suspended until Fri-
day. Authorities have begun 
daily sanitization of Tehran’s 
metro, which is used by 
some 3 million people, and 
public transportation cars in 
the city.

Iranian health officials 
have not said whether heal-
th workers in Qom who 
first came in contact with 
infected people had taken 
precautionary measures in 
treating those who died of 
the virus. Iran also has not 
said how many people are in 
quarantine across the coun-
try overall.

Neighboring countries 
have reported infections 
from travelers from Iran in 
recent days, prompting se-
veral to shut their borders to 
Iranian citizens.

Kuwait announced on 
Monday its first cases of 
the virus, saying that three 
travellers returning from 
the northeastern city of 
Mashhad, Iran were confir-
med infected with the coro-
navirus. 

Iran, however, has not yet 
reported any confirmed ca-
ses of the virus in Mashhad, 
raising questions about how 
the Iranian government is 
carrying out tests and qua-
rantines. Iran has confirmed 
cases so far in five cities, in-
cluding the capital, Tehran. 

A local mayor in Tehran is 
among those infected and 
in quarantine. 

Kuwait has been evacua-
ting some 750 citizens from 
Iran and testing them as 
they enter the country after 
saying that Iran had barred 
its medical workers from 
testing travelers at an exit 
terminal in Iran, despite an 
agreement to do so.

Travelers from Iran infec-
ted with the virus have also 
been confirmed in Canada, 
Lebanon, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain. 

Ian Mackay, who studies 
viruses at Australia’s Uni-
versity of Queensland said 
the latest figures mean that 
“Iran could become the ho-
tspot for seeding countries 
that have travel with Iran ... 
a source outside of China.”

Iran is already facing di-
plomatic and economic 
isolation under U.S. pres-
sure. The virus threatens to 
isolate Iran even further as 
its neighbors close their bor-
ders to prevent its spread. 

Afghanistan’s western 
borders, both official and 
unofficial, with Iran were 
closed and a state of emer-
gency was declared along 
some provinces of Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan that border 
Iran.

One person in Afghanis-
tan’s western province of He-
rat who’d returned from Iran 
tested positive for the virus, 
the health ministry there 
confirmed yesterday.  AP

Pedestrians wear masks to help guard against the Coronavirus, in bustling downtown Tehran
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Peeling potatoes, perhaps; 5- Pentathlon need; 9- Circle at bottom, 

point at top; 13- Boxer Max; 14- Piece of poetry; 16- Peter Fonda title role; 17- Logical 
beginning?; 18- Diamond flaw?; 19- Winder for holding flexible material; 20- Strong 
taste; 21- Refusals; 22- Series of prayers; 24- Repose; 26- Syrup brand; 27- Muse 
with a lyre; 29- Foyer or vestibule; 33- Smell, usually a pleasant one; 34- That’s ___ 
haven’t heard; 35- Tibetan beasts; 36- Foster Brooks persona; 37- Nahuatl speaker; 
38- Graffiti; 39- Hullabaloos; 41- Christmas; 42- Bungling; 44- Belongs; 46- Maker 
of Pong; 47- Hoar; 48- Laugh heartily; 49- Open shelter; 52- Paddle; 53- Oboe, e.g.; 
57- Beige; 58- On the up-and-up, briefly; 60- Neighborhood; 61- Son of Zeus in Greek 
mythology; 62- Chip dip; 63- Like some orders; 64- Cincinnati team; 65- Driving aids; 
66- Being, to Brutus;
 
DOWN: 1- Passing notice; 2- Zip; 3- Sharp; 4- Schedule of activities; 5- Nevertheless; 
6- Reform Party founder; 7- Goes astray; 
8- That, in Tijuana; 9- Superficial; 10- Olive 
genus; 11- ___-do-well; 12- Slippery; 15- 
Unpredictable; 23- Vein contents; 25- LAX 
posting; 26- Use a prie-dieu; 27- Eat away; 
28- Chopper topper; 29- Pays to play; 30- 
Western; 31- Giraffe’s cousin; 32- High-
ranking NCO; 33- Quickly, quickly; 34- Form 
of oxygen; 37- Creatures; 40- Austrian 
composer; 42- Call ___ day; 43- Give an 
account; 45- Help, resource; 46- Main 
arteries; 48- Bring up; 49- The back end 
of something; 50- Farm measure; 51- TV 
horse; 52- Stare; 54- Historical chapters; 
55- Electric fish; 56- Roy’s “singin’ pardner”; 
59- Grab a bite;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Do you want to live your life your 
own way, or do you want to figure 
out how other people expect you 
to live your life and then put all 
your energy into living up to what 
you think their ideal is?

Apr. 20-May. 20
There are tons of  websites, books, 
magazines, and other sources that 
can give you great ideas about 
where to go and what to do. Take 
some time to run through all your 
many options, then start booking.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
A friend or partner you feel is your 
equal doesn’t share that opinion. 
Recently, their accomplishments 
have given them the idea that 
they’re an authority figure over 
you.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Reach out to a weepy friend 
today. They need some help in 
getting their groove back. Urge 
this friend to spend some time 
with you exploring the world. You 
don’t have to go far.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You could meet someone who 
makes it easy to open up and 
share some details about your 
life. And their timing couldn’t be 
better. You know it’s time to let 
down your guard a little bit more. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
If  you’re made a group leader, you’ll 
excel in the position. In addition 
to being mentally agile right now, 
you’re exceptionally charming. 
People are going to follow you no 
matter what decision you make.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Woo-hoo! Look at yourself; 
after all, everyone else is! Your 
social status is on a spectacular 
upswing, and the invitations are 
going to start flooding in very 
soon.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Double-check punctuation and 
make sure to check the spelling 
on every document, even if  
it’s just a quick e-mail to a 
friend about some gossip you 
overheard.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Someone’s unusual behavior is a 
red flag for something else. Find 
out what the real deal is today. 
No, it’s not your imagination. 
They aren’t acting the way they 
usually act.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If  you’re doing something 
just because you want to gain 
recognition today, do something 
else. Impressing others is a nice 
idea, but it’s not something to 
build an entire project on.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Respect is something that’s 
difficult to earn but very easy 
to lose. To make sure you 
keep your respect for yourself, 
don’t compromise any of  your 
beliefs.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Avoiding conflict can be exhausting, 
and sometimes it’s just not worth all 
the effort. If  you’ve been keeping 
your head down and trying to stay 
out of  an argument, you should feel 
free to stop doing so today.

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
25.02.2020 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

 ad

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

Marton Nagy, vice president of the Bank of Hungary

Central banker who declared 
inflation dead now battling it
MARTON EDER 
& ZOLTAN SIMON

EVEN in a world where more 
than a decade of ultra-low in-

terest rates has largely failed to 
ignite prices, there’s still room for 
a surprise - as one Hungarian cen-
tral banker has found.

Deputy Governor Marton Nagy 
told a conference in Budapest in 
October that inflation was effec-
tively dead globally and near-zero 
borrowing costs were here to stay. 
Snap forward just four months 
and he’s facing the fastest ramp- 
up in prices in the European 
Union.

His central bank, one of the 
planet’s most dovish, has begun 
to act - steering interbank inte-
rest rates higher to tame inflation. 
Price growth is elevated across 
Europe’s east and has already 
prompted hikes in benchmark 
borrowing costs elsewhere.

Investors are now weighing 
whether Hungary’s policy pivot 
will amount to more than the flee-
ting bouts of support they’ve wit-
nessed in the past for the forint, 
which traded near a record-low 
against the euro yesterday.

The key determination for cur-
rency traders is whether this is “a 
more material shift in direction,” 
Goldman Sachs said in an emai-
led note. “Without a clearer path” 
toward higher rates, the forint 
will “move back to its weakening 
trend.”

Inflation rocketed to an annual 
4.7% in January, the most in seven 

years and way above the official 
3% target. The jump left Hungary 
with one of the lowest real interest 
rates globally.

Currency investors have more 
attractive options close at hand: 
the nearby Czech Republic deli-
vered the world’s first rate hike of 
2020 this month, its ninth since 
2017.

Hungary has pledged to “use 
all available tools” to contain 
inflation and is draining liqui-
dity pumped into the system in 
recent years to keep borrowing 
costs close to zero. That’s tighte-
ned monetary conditions by the 
equivalent of two quarter-point 
rate hikes in the past month.

The central bank has room to 

do more without touching its of-
ficial benchmark, which at 0.9% 
is still 30 basis points above in-
terbank rates.

Major monetary-policy de-
cisions are usually only taken 
once a quarter, the next possible 
time coming in March. But the 
bank holds monthly meetings, 
with another set for today, when 
its statement will be scrutinized 
for evidence of a shift in policy.

Nagy isn’t alone in misrea-
ding inflation: Poland’s central 
bank is also grappling with an 
upswing in prices that it didn’t 
predict.

And Nagy, who despite being 
just 43 has worked at the central 
bank for 18 years, has been right 
in the past to the extent that his 
colleagues invariably voted with 
him on big decisions.

In slashing interest rates, he 
correctly predicted inflation 
would also ease. In harnessing 
the central bank’s firepower, he 
helped transform the recession-
-stricken economy into one of 
the EU’s fastest growing.

His recent remarks could yet 
serve as a warning for others.

“The lesson” from central and 
eastern Europe “is that inflation 
across the Western world is likely 
hibernating rather than dead,” 
said Emiel Van den Heiligenberg, 
head of asset allocation at Legal 
& General Investment Manage-
ment in London. BLOOMBERG
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HE first board meeting 
for the Milan-Cortina 
Olympics was changed 
to a video conference 

yesterday as authorities sought 
to contain a spreading virus that 
has made northern Italy the focal 
point of the outbreak in Europe.

Instead of meeting in Milan, 
members of the newly created 
board of directors for the 2026 
Games were calling in from their 
respective offices in the Lombar-
dy and Veneto regions, the areas 
hardest hit by the virus, the Italian 
Olympic Committee said.

Meanwhile, sports authorities 
were holding emergency mee-
tings to decide when — and if 
— games in Italy’s top soccer lea-
gue could be held behind closed 
doors next weekend.

“Playing all sports behind clo-
sed doors for the next week cou-
ld be possible, because then fans 
can more easily stay at home,” 
said Maurizio Casasco, the presi-
dent of the Italian federation for 
sports physicians. “But the clubs 
have to be in agreement.

“There’s more than just soccer 
in Italy. It’s an issue that regards all 
sports.”

Four Serie A games scheduled 
for the previous round on Sunday 
were postponed, including Inter 
Milan’s game against Sampdoria 
at the San Siro Stadium.

There are also concerns over 

Inter’s Europa League match 
against Ludogorets, with the se-
cond leg scheduled for Thursday 
in Milan. The Bulgarian side has 
written to UEFA to request more 
information about the situation.

Juventus, which is based in Tu-
rin, is scheduled to host Inter next 
Sunday in the return of former 
coach Antonio Conte. Other ga-
mes scheduled for northern Italy 
next weekend include Udinese-
-Fiorentina on Saturday and AC 
Milan-Genoa on Sunday.

Italian Olympic Commit-
tee president Giovanni Malagò 
said Sunday that playing games 
behind closed doors was “pro-
blematic.” However, it may be the 
only solution for now.

With fewer concerns in sou-
thern Italy, Napoli’s Champions 
League match against Barcelona 
today (Macau time) was slated to 
be played as planned.

While Italian authorities closed 
schools, theater performances 
and even Venice’s famed Carni-
val, they also sought to calm fears 
by noting the virus’ low mortality 

rate compared to the seasonal flu. 
The four people who died were el-
derly and two of them had other 
serious ailments.

The Italian Winter Sports Fede-
ration suspended all of its events 
throughout the country for an 
entire week, although it said that 
“for now” next weekend’s World 

Cup ski races in La Thuile in the 
Valle d’Aosta region were still to 
go ahead. Those races are opera-
ted by the International Ski Fede-
ration, which has already cance-
led races this season in China that 
were slated to test the course for 
the 2022 Beijing Games.

Women’s super-G and Alpine 

combined are scheduled for next 
Saturday and Sunday, respecti-
vely. The Italian federation said it 
is “in constant contact with the 
authorities” over the developing 
situation.

Italy is also slated to host the 
World Cup ski finals in Cortina 
d’Ampezzo from March 18-22. AP

Virus in Italy affects Olympic 
meetings, soccer games

People queue outside a supermarket in Casalpusterlengo, Northern Italy
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WHO says China lockdown blunted 
new epidemic, leading to decline

China’s unprecedented lock-down and restrictions may have 
blunted the coronavirus’s spread and averted hundreds of thou-
sands of infection cases, according to a team of medical experts 
that visited the outbreak’s epicenter last week.

Fewer patients are crowding hospitals in Wuhan and are con-
sulting doctors for fevers, Bruce Aylward, an assistant director-
-general at the World Health Organization, said at a briefing in 
Beijing.

“I know people look at the numbers and say what’s really ha-
ppening,” said Aylward, who led the team. “Very rapidly, multiple 

sources of data pointed to the same thing. This is falling and it’s 
falling because of the actions that are being taken.”

But the outbreak could gain ground again as schools reopen 
and work resumes, Aylward warned. More broadly, he called for 
China’s experience in turning around the outbreak to help battle 
the virus elsewhere.

The scientists traveled to Wuhan to investigate the new coro-
navirus that’s killed more than 2,600 people and is kindling wor-
ldwide concern as countries outside China experience a growing 
number of infections.

OPINION
Our Desk
Julie Zhu

Germany  A key indicator of 
German business optimism 
unexpectedly ticked up in 
February despite concerns 
about how the spread of the 
coronavirus might affect 
the economy through key 
trade partner China. The 
Ifo institute index crept up 
to 96.1 points from 96.0 in 
January, the third increase 
in the last four months. 
Economists, however, 
cautioned that some survey 
responses may have come 
in earlier in February.

Malaysia’s king yesterday 
accepted Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad’s 
shocking resignation but 
reappointed him as interim 
leader following the collapse 
of the ruling alliance in a 
major political upheaval 
less than two years after 
its historic election victory. 
The stunning turn of events 
come amid plans by Bersatu 
party to team up with 
opposition parties to form a 
new government. More on p7

India As President 
Donald Trump was being 
feted by Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in Ahmedabad, Hindu 
nationalist and communist 
groups held pro- and anti-
U.S. street demonstrations 
in the capital. A group of 
Hindu nationalists held a 
prayer meeting in which 
they put a vermilion mark 
on the forehead of Trump’s 
photograph on a poster, 
blessing him, while a priest 
chanted Hindu hymns 
wishing Trump success in 
his endeavor for strong ties 
with India.

Wikileaks The U.S. 
government began outlining 
its extradition case against 
Julian Assange in a London 
court yesterday, arguing that 
the WikiLeaks founder is not 
a free-speech champion but 
an “ordinary” criminal who 
put many lives at risk with 
his secret-spilling. Assange 
is facing espionage charges 
that carry a maximum 
sentence of 175 years 
in prison over the 2010 
publication of hundreds of 
thousands of secret military 
documents and diplomatic 
cables. Assange argues he 
was acting as a journalist 
entitled to First Amendment 
protection.
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The toys
“In response to the increase in the amount of 

garbage resulting from cleaning-up operations 
carried out by the public before the Lunar New 
Year, Macau cleaning companies will send addi-
tional personnel and vehicles to collect garbage.”

Does this sound familiar to you? It does to me 
at least. 

“The amount of trash significantly dropped 
during the epidemic prevention period.” What 
about this one? Does it sound familiar to you? It 
also sounds familiar to me. It particularly reso-
nates when I recall those times when electricity 
was off or when a waterpipe burst. 

Being a mainlander, I grew up listening to those 
alerts from family members, teachers, schools, 
neighbors and acquaintances, but never heard 
anything similar coming from official channels. 

However, recently, I have been reading announ-
cements written by the Macau SAR government, 
in particular, by the Environmental Protection 
Bureau or the Municipal Affairs Bureau. It always 
reminds me how angry I would become if I were 
a Macau local because to me, the environment 
authority does not seem to be able to solve hy-
giene problems. 

To some members of the public in Macau, wha-
tever I say today will either reflect my jealousy 
or lead them to ask “why don’t you go back to 
mainland China?” 

A note to all Macau’s taxpayers: this is not about 
me nor is it about environmental protection; this 
is about your survival.

Last year, the Environmental Protection Bu-
reau introduced some new recycling programs, 
including setting up recycling bins in residential 
buildings. The program sounds amusing but, so-
mehow, a question mark arose in my brain. 

If I don’t know how to drive, why would someo-
ne give me a Ferrari as a gift? I could learn to 
drive. But I might not fancy driving, and I won’t 
necessarily learn how to drive just because I re-
ceived a Ferrari as gift. Someone could force me 
to learn how to drive; someone could encourage 
me to sit behind a wheel; someone could make 
me interested in cars and driving; or, perhaps, 
someone could punish me for not driving, whi-
ch could happen when one has authoritarian 
parents. 

The Macau government has enough money to 
buy all these new, “advanced” and “useful” recy-
cling machines. It’s that simple! If it has enough 
money, then why not?

However, this action by itself is almost pointless, 
similar to any discounted game bought by so-
meone who has no time to play it; similar to 
another elegant bag doomed to be forgotten by 
a woman who saw a prettier one; or similar to 
another toy left abandoned by a child under the 
bed without anyone ever noticing it.

These analogies may not be accurate because 
individuals work hard to make money and are 
therefore entitled to buy whatever they want 
to buy, while the government is managing and 
spending money earned by taxpayers. 

Does Macau learn? How should Macau spend 
its money?  

When mistakes are repeated every year, when 
behaviors within communities remain the same, 
I guess we could give that community a defini-
tion which I think that you know, I know, and we 
all know. Macau is not clean.  

It’s easier to forgive people when they don’t have 
the consciousness to be aware of something. But 
Macau, you know and you are conscious, should 
you be forgiven?

COVID-19

Italy tries to contain 
virus as neighbors 
fear its spread
POLICE manned che-

ckpoints around qua-
rantined towns in Italy’s 
north yesterday and resi-
dents stocked up on food 
as the country became the 
focal point of the outbreak 
in Europe and fears of its 
cross-border spread.

Italians traveling abroad 
were already feeling the ef-
fects of a crackdown, with a 
bus from Milan barricaded 
by police in the French city 
of Lyon for health checks 
and Alitalia passengers ar-
riving in Mauritius threate-
ned with quarantine.

Civil protection officials 
said 219 people had tested 
positive for the virus in Italy 
and five people had died, in-
cluding two elderly men in 
northern Lombardy. It is the 
highest number of cases ou-
tside Asia, and underscores 
the limits of Italy’s preven-
tion protocols, which are the 
most stringent in Europe. 

While Italian authorities 
canceled soccer matches, 
Masses and closed schools, 
theaters and even Venice’s 
famed Carnival, they also 
sought to calm fears by no-
ting the virus’ low mortality 
rate and the far higher num-
ber of Italians who have died 
from the seasonal flu this 
year. The five people who 
died with coronavirus were 
all elderly and two of them 
had other serious ailments.

Speaking on state-run 
RAI news, virologist Ilaria 
Capua of the University of 
Florida noted that Italy’s 

high number of cases were 
due to the fact that Italy 
was “actively seeking them 
out.” More than 3,000 peo-
ple have been tested for the 
virus, most of whom had 
direct contact with those in-
fected.

Residents wearing face 
masks and gloves lined up 
at Codogno’s supermarket 
to stock up on food, only 
to find out the market was 
still closed on orders of the 
mayor. Later, groups of four 
at a time were allowed into 
the bakery in nearby Casal-
pusterlengo, and one at a 
time into the pharmacy.

The fears spread to Lom-
bardy’s capital, Milan, Italy’s 
financial hub, where the 
final two runway shows of 
Milan Fashion Week sche-
duled were canceled. While 
most fashion houses held 
shows as usual Sunday, 
Giorgio Armani and Lau-
ra Biagiotti presented their 
collections behind closed 
doors, streaming live for the 
fashion public.

PATIENT ZERO
The first case in Italy, 

or patient 1, is a man, 38, 
who is believed to have got 
the virus after dining with 
a friend, or patient 0, who 
had come back from China, 
Italian news agency ANSA 
reported earlier.

The other two initially 
infected people are the 
38-year-old’s wife, a preg-
nant teacher on maternity 
leave, and a third person 

who went to hospital suffe-
ring symptoms of pneumo-
nia after doing sport with 
the 38-year-old.

The teacher had not 
been in contact with chil-
dren.

The other three are clien-
ts of a bar Codogno, near 
Lodi, owned by the father of 
the man who did sport with 
the 38-year-old, sources 
said. The three customers 
never came into direct con-
tact with the 38-year-old, 
according to the sources.

Meanwhile, his friend, or 
patient 0, went to the emer-
gency room of the hospital 
on Thursday.

He is thought to have 
come back to Italy on a Chi-
na Airlines flight on January 
21 and to have met the 
38-year-old while he had 
flu symptoms, between Fe-
bruary 1 and 8. He has, so-
mewhat surprisingly, tested 
negative for the virus, ANSA 
said

Virologist Giorgio Palù, 
cited by the Italian agency, 
said that this was possib-
le, for example if there was 
no clinically significant 
amount of virus left in his 
airways at the time of the 
test.

The wife with the coro-
navirus is also at the Sacco, 
where the entry of relati-
ves into the ward has been 
strictly forbidden.

The first man’s family 
members have been placed 
in isolation, sources said. 
MDT/AP

A woman wearing a sanitary mask walks in the Vittorio Emanuele Gallery shopping arcade, in downtown Milan


