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Iran The head of Iran’s 
counter-coronavirus task 
force has tested positive 
for the virus himself , 
showing the challenges 
facing the Islamic 
Republic amid concerns 
the outbreak may be 
far wider than officially 
acknowledged. The 
announcement regarding 
Iraj Harirchi came after he 
gave a news conference 
with journalists in Tehran 
about the virus just one 
day prior, seeking to 
minimize the danger 
posed by the outbreak.

India-US Defending the 
host who has showered 
him with pomp and 
pageantry, President 
Donald Trump refused 
yesterday to speak 
out publicly against a 
controversial new Indian 
citizenship law pushed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that has sparked 
deadly protests over 
discrimination against 
Muslims. “I don’t want 
to discuss that. I want 
to leave that to India,” 
Trump told reporters.

US The White House sent 
lawmakers an urgent $2.5 
billion plan to address 
the deadly coronavirus 
outbreak, whose rapid 
spread and threat to 
the global economy 
rocked financial markets. 
The White House 
budget office said the 
funds are for vaccines, 
treatment and protective 
equipment. The request 
was immediately 
slammed by Democrats 
as insufficient. More on p8
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Tourism regulator receives five calls 
from Macau residents in South Korea

Gov’t studying how to bring home Macau residents still in Hubei
THE local government 

said it is studying seve-
ral options when it comes 
to bringing home Macau 
residents currently staying 
in Hubei Province, where 
the contagious Covid-19 
coronavirus originated. 
However, any solution of-
fered by the SAR must be 
in full compliance with 
Hubei Province’s disease-
-control measures.

As of yesterday, there 

were about 100 Macau 
residents known to be 
staying in various places 
across the central Chine-
se province. The Govern-
ment Information Bureau 
(GCS) said in a statement 
yesterday that the Macau 
authorities have been in 
touch with these residen-
ts since the beginning of 
the coronavirus crisis, and 
have ensured that “certain 
necessities” were sent to 

Hubei for these Macau re-
sidents.

Most of the transporta-
tion out of Hubei Province 
has been suspended since 
January as part of strict 
measures introduced on 
the mainland to curb the 
spread of Covid-19.

Currently, the Macau 
government is conside-
ring the use of chartered 
coaches or use of China’s 
high-speed railway ne-

twork in order to return 
the local residents to the 
Special Administrative Re-
gion.

Regarding a suggestion 
to use a chartered flight to 
bring them back, the go-
vernment said it was con-
cerned about the process 
of safely assembling those 
people scattered across 
the province. In addition, 
an aircraft was an enclo-
sed space and presented 

a high risk of cross-conta-
mination should anyone 
aboard be infected. 

The government is also 
studying the possibility 
of new infections arising 
from the return of local 
residents who have stayed 
in Hubei during the coro-
navirus outbreak. Once 
returned to Macau, the 
government has plans for 
the quarantine arrange-
ments for these residents. 

However, according to 
the GCS statement, the 
local authorities are also 
“undertaking a risk asses-
sment regarding whether 
the return of those Macau 
residents might spread the 
disease within the com-
munity, and is preparing 
an advanced-level res-
ponse plan for a scenario 
where new Covid-19 cases 
were recorded in Macau 
following such return.” DB

ANTHONY LAM

MACAU’S Tourism Cri-
sis Management Office 

(GGCT) has received five calls 
requesting assistance from local 
residents in South Korea, the go-
vernment disclosed yesterday.

Maria Helena de Senna Fer-
nandes, director of the Macao 
Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO), which oversees the 
GGCT, informed during yester-
day’s daily press briefing that 
the government has sent some 
425 text messages to Macau re-
sidents currently in South Korea 
to remind them not to return to 
Macau via Hong Kong.

Fernandes told the press 
briefing that the tourism regu-
lator had asked all four telecom 
companies in Macau to deliver 
the messages to local cellphone 
users. 

She explained that the inbou-
nd calls to GGCT concerned the 
manner in which the Macau 
residents should return to the 
SAR. Fernandes stressed that 
their return trip was not immi-
nent.

Currently, all flights between 
Macau and the northeast Asian 
country have been canceled 
at least until March 1. Concur-
rently on Monday evening, the 
Hong Kong government annou-
nced a ban on the entry of anyo-
ne from South Korea who is not 
a Hong Kong resident.

With all ferry services be-
tween the two Special Admi-
nistrative Regions suspended, 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge is the only way local re-
sidents can return to the Macau 

SAR directly from Hong Kong.
En-route back to Macau from 

the Hong Kong airport, Macau 
residents must clear immi-
gration control in Hong Kong, 
which is currently impossible 
coming from South Korea un-
less they also hold a Hong Kong 
identification card simulta-
neously.

Accordingly, Macau residents 
currently in South Korea will not 
be able to return to Macau via 
the neighboring SAR.

According to Fernandes, the 
five calls received by the GGCT 
concerned this matter. She told 
the press conference yesterday 
that her team advised the callers 
to use other means, mainly by 
transiting in other cities, to re-
turn to Macau.

“For the time being, we are 
sure that flights are still running 
from South Korea to Guang-
zhou and Shenzhen,” said the 
MGTO head. “Otherwise, they 
can make a transit stop in Japan 
or other places.”

Asked by the media about 
whether the 425 messages indi-
cated that the same number of 
residents are currently in South 
Korea, Fernandes said, “the num-
ber doesn’t mean that there are 
425 Macau residents in the coun-
try. It is the quantity of mobile 
devices connected to a Korean 
mobile network [as recorded by 
local telecom companies].” Fer-
nandes added that her team can-
not determine how many device 
one person possesses, therefore 
MGTO temporarily has no data 

as to how many Macau residents 
are in the northeast Asian coun-
try.

Fernandes was also asked to 
foresee if there is a need to pos-
tpone or even cancel other even-
ts in Macau. About a month ago, 
the MGTO decided to cancel 
several events originally held in 
celebration of Lunar New Year, 
including the annual float parade 

and the Lunar New Year fireworks 
display.

A tourism forum, originally 
due to be held in April, is very 
likely to be postponed to Sep-
tember. On the other hand, the 
Fireworks Contest may also be 
outright canceled. The last time 
the event was canceled was 
about two years ago, after des-
tructive typhoon Hato struck 
Macau, claiming 10 lives.

“First of all, among our regu-
lar contestants, there is Japan, 
Korea, Italy and the mainland. 
They are all currently strongly 
affected by the epidemic,” said 
Fernandes. “On the other hand, 
even if they decided to go ahead, 
they still need time to source the 
fireworks required by their de-
signs. The current situation may 
make it unfeasible.”

In the meantime, the director 
also disclosed that occupancy 
rate of short-term accommoda-
tion in the city had fallen to just 
11%. Unusually for Macau, eco-
nomic accommodation has pro-
ved more popular than luxury 
accommodation.

“The current situation is even 
worse than the SARS-affected 
period in 2003,” Fernandes said. 
“It is the worst time since I star-
ted working in the industry.”

ANOTHER recovered coronavirus 
patient was released from the 
public hospital yesterday bringing 
the number of cured people up to 
seven. The patient, a 67-year-old 
woman from Wuhan, has already 
returned to the mainland. The city 

has recorded 10 confirmed cases 
of the coronavirus to date, and no 
new infection in three weeks. The 
three people who have yet to be 
discharged from the hospital are in 
a stable condition, according to the 
health authorities.

Three patients still in hospital
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CHAIR Professor Liu 
Liang, Academician 

of the Chinese Academy 
of Engineering and Rec-
tor of the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and 
Technology (MUST), 
in collaboration with 
Xiao-Jun Yao, Professor 
of the State Key Labora-
tory of Quality Research 
in Chinese Medicine 
(MUST), has discove-
red several active ingre-
dients from traditional 
Chinese medicine whi-
ch could significantly 
inhibit critical targets 
of the new coronavirus, 
Covid-19. 

The scientists scree-
ned molecules fre-
quently used in tra-
ditional Chinese me-
dicine and identified 

JULIE ZHU

THREE teachers and 19 stu-
dents of Macau Pui Ching 

Middle School’s primary school 
section wrote heartfelt letters to 
the television program, “Letters 
From Wuhan”, expressing their 
love and support for Wuhan 
and the country at large. 

The TV program is a recent 
televised project put together 
by Phoenix Channel. The pro-
gram interviews medical pro-
fessionals who are currently 
involved in Wuhan’s epidemic 
battle, and portrays them as 
heroes. 

In their letters to the pro-
gram team, Macau primary 
school teachers and pupils ex-
pressed their deep concern and 
appreciation for the medical 
professionals. 

Choi Iok U, one of the tea-
chers, said she has cried “many 
times” while watching “Letters 

ingredients that could 
prevent virus replica-
tion, which might make 
them promising candi-
dates for further inves-
tigation into the drugs 
for treating the novel 
coronavirus, said the 
University.

Professor Liu’s group 
also proved for the first 
time that two existing 
drugs, including Zhen-
gqing Fengtongning, 
could observably re-
duce lung fibrosis. The 
mechanism of action 
was closely related to 
the inhibition of in-
flammatory cytokines, 
indicating that these 
existing drugs could 
have potential applica-
tions in the treatment of 
severe pneumonia cau-

From Wuhan”. She hopes that 
more students can watch the 
program. 

Another teacher, Shi Hong-
bing, who used to be a teacher 
in mainland’s Jiangxi Province, 
said that she learnt that kind-
ness should be the core value 
of Macau’s education from wa-
tching the program. 

The students’ letters revea-
led how they were touched by 
the interviewees and their con-
cern about Wuhan. 

“I welcome you to travel to 
Macau to experience this di-
verse little town and feel Ma-
cau people’s kindness and pas-
sion,” one student wrote to a 
volunteer in Wuhan. 

Another student wrote to a 
doctor, saying that, “although 
I am not capable of directly 
participating in the epidemic 
battle, I know that being safe 
at home and studying hard is 
making a contribution.”

sed by infection with 
the novel coronavirus 
and preventing seque-
lae such as pulmonary 
fibrosis which need to 
be further investigated. 

Zhengqing Feng-
tongning is produced 
by Hunan Zhengqing 
Pharmaceutical Group. 
It has been included in 
the “Double List” of Na-
tional Essential Medici-
nes and Medical Insu-
rance Medicines of Chi-
na, and is widely used 
for treating rheumatoid 
arthritis in various hos-
pitals of China. 

These results from 
Professor Liu’s research 
team indicate that ef-
forts to develop antivi-
ral and host protection 
drugs to treat infection 

with the novel coro-
navirus using Chinese 
herbal medicine hold 
promise. 

The project “Re-
search on Zhengqing 
Fengtongning and 
other marketed drugs 
against Novel Coro-
navirus pneumonia” 
carried out by Profes-
sor Liu’s research team 
was approved by the 
Guangdong Province 
Special Science and 
Technology Project of 
Emergency Respon-
se for Prevention and 
Control of New Coro-
navirus Infection, whi-
ch is also the first col-
laborative project be-
tween Guangdong and 
Macau in this scientific 
space. JZ

MUST scientists identify ingredients 
that could be used to fight Covid-19

Patriotic students write 
letters to support Wuhan 

EDUCATION

No official date for school resumption, 
but sources point to March 16
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE neighboring region 
of Hong Kong yesterday 
extended its school clo-
sure until the end of the 

Easter break. This was confirmed 
by the Secretary for Education Ke-
vin Yeung, who said that classes at 
all kindergartens, primary and se-
condary schools would continue 
to be suspended until April 20 at 
the earliest.

In Macau, the situation seems 
to be quite different. As govern-
ment services and private entities 
like banks, shops, and other servi-
ces begin their return to full ope-
ration, it is unlikely that the class 
suspension will be carried on for 
much longer.

The Times has learned that 
teachers and other school staff 
members have identified March 
16 as the likely date for school 
activities to resume, with several 
people in the sector confiding 
that March 16 is, for the time 
being, the only date that has been 
suggested as the potential date of 
return to classes.

One of these professionals told 
the Times under the condition of 
anonymity that according to their 
knowledge, the idea of March 16 
being the potential date for school 
activities to resume might have 
been based on the previous date 
announced earlier this month in 

Hong Kong. At the time, the Hong 
Kong Education Bureau extended 
existing class suspensions at all 
kindergartens and schools from 
March 2 for another two more 
weeks and until March 16.

However, local government 
and education and health autho-
rities have refused to confirm a 
date to end of the school suspen-
sion period.

On Monday, lawmaker and 
chairman of the Follow-up Com-
mittee of Public Administration 
Affairs, Si Ka Lon, informed the 

media that the government had 
promised to give at least two 
weeks’ notice regarding the reope-
ning of schools so that schools, 
teachers, parents and children 
could make the necessary prepa-
rations. That implies schools in 
the Macau SAR will not reopen 
before mid-March.

Earlier this month, the Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Elsie Ao Ieong U also informed 
during the daily press conference 
that the health authorities were 
working on the guidelines to be 

followed for the reopening of both 
the casinos and schools, giving a 
clear sign that the reopening of 
the academic institutions would 
not be postponed for long.

A week later, the government 
decided that the conditions to 
reopen the gaming floors had 
been met, leading to their reope-
ning on February 20.

Previously, Teresa Vong, an as-
sociate professor of the University 
of Macau’s Faculty of Education, 
told the Times that the suspen-
sion of formal learning, although 

it may carry some consequences, 
in general terms and as long as it 
is not too long, should not cause 
any significant difference in terms 
of the overall academic perfor-
mance of students.

The scholar also noted that the 
measures enforced by the govern-
ment to keep the students on the 
“learning path” through online 
activities and e-learning has pro-
ven inefficient as a large propor-
tion of the teaching staff have not 
received proper training and stru-
ggle to use these tools effectively.
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poisoned with 
carbon monoxide 

Three people were poisoned with 
carbon monoxide inside a barber 
shop located in the Hac Sa Wan 
area. The accident took place on 
Monday. The Fire Services Bureau 
discovered two faulty LPG water 
heaters in the store corridor which 
were the source of the carbon 
monoxide. The exhaust pipe was 
connected to the exhaust port 
of the building, which caused the 
carbon monoxide concentration 
in the shop’s bathroom to reach 
540 ppm. The bureau believes that 
the LPG water heaters were not 
properly installed and has requested 
the shop manager to stop using 
them. The three injured people 
were a 38-year-old female mainland 
worker, a 50-year-old female staff 
member and Macau resident, and a 
60-year-old Macau resident who is 
in charge of the shop.

Neighborhood 
association 
presents opinions 
to Wong Sio Chak

The General Union of Neighborhood 
Association of Macao (UGAMM) 
presented approximately ten 
recommendations it has compiled 
to Secretary for Security Wong Sio 
Chak during a recent visit to the 
secretary. The association wants 
the security authority to implement 
Macau’s ten-year plan for disaster 
prevention. It also wants a range 
of other security objectives met, 
including a general upgrade of the 
city’s CCTV surveillance system 
to provide wider coverage across 
Macau, the removal of fuel and 
storage of hazardous items from 
residential communities and the 
deployment of police officers to 
local communities. Among the 
other opinions are calls to expedite 
the construction of the new prison, 
improve human traffic diversion 
measures across all Macau borders, 
and enhance the discipline of the 
territory’s security forces.

WeChat Pay HK to 
provide convenience 
for payments 
in Macau

In March, WeChat Pay HK will launch a 
program to provide more convenience 
to Hong Kong’s WeChat Pay HK users 
when they travel to Macau. According 
to news reports by Hong Kong media, 
WeChat Pay HK has already received 
approval to provide cross-border 
payments between Macau and Hong 
Kong. The approval means that 
WeChat Pay HK users will be able to 
use WeChat Pay to purchase goods 
or services in Macau without the 
need to exchange money. Currently, 
WeChat Pay HK users can already top 
up their e-pocket and use the money 
in mainland China.  With the launch of 
this new cross border service, Macau 
will become the first place where 
Hong Kong’s WeChat Pay users can 
use their e-pocket besides mainland 
China. 

Local construction workers 
turn to DSAL for support

Personal Health Declaration 
system registering problems
RENATO MARQUES

THE Health Bureau’s 
(SSM) electronic sys-

tem for Personal Health 
Declaration registered se-
veral problems yesterday.

People who wanted to 
access public services, ca-
sinos, and other venues in 
which the form-filling was 
required experienced dif-
ficulties as the system was 
blocked and displayed a 
message stating that the 
system was busy, reques-
ting users to wait 30 se-
conds before trying again.

In a statement, the No-
vel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Centre 
came forward to acknow-
ledge the problem, saying 
that from about 9 a.m. 
yesterday there was an 
issue with the service that 
led to its suspension for 
maintenance.

The health authorities 
also said, “system techni-
cians are trying to solve 
the situation as quickly 
as possible,” and that “in 
cases where declarations 
cannot be made electro-
nically, the Novel Corona-

virus Response and Coor-
dination Centre informs 
that they can be made 
orally. We apologize for the 
inconvenience caused.”

Around two hours la-
ter, the Center rushed to 
issue a new statement 
informing that the elec-
tronic system for Personal 
Health Declaration had 
resumed operation from 
11 a.m. However, a large 
number of netizens and 
the Times realized that 
the electronic application 
continued to suffer from 
glitches and was malfunc-

tioning at least until arou-
nd 5 p.m. on the system’s 
mobile application, whi-
ch is the platform that is 
mostly used by citizens.

Questioned on the 
case by the media, the 
coordinator of the Cen-
ter, Leong Iek Hou, said 
during the daily press 
conference that the infor-
mation technology team 
has handled the case and 
finetuned the webpage 
used for the declaration 
form. According to Leong, 
“the problem should not 
occur again.”

In the meantime, the 
desktop version of the 
application seemed to 
have been successfully 
restored and was working 
without issues throu-
ghout the day.

Completing a Personal 
Health Declaration form 
is mandatory for all peo-
ple visiting government 
services and departments 
and is also a requirement 
to enter all gaming ve-
nues. Many other private 
services and companies 
are also adopting the 
application to register the 
health status of their em-
ployees on daily basis. A 
large number of civil ser-
vants are asked to com-
plete the form every day 
before starting their work 
duties in public service.

LYNZY VALLES

LOCAL construction workers 
have approached the La-

bour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) to 
seek employment assistance as 
several of the city’s construction 
works have been halted due to 
the epidemic outbreak.

The slowdown in some cons-
truction work is likely connec-
ted to new measures from the 
Macau SAR government, which 
requires that all non-resident 
workers from the mainland face 
a 14-day quarantine when ente-
ring the territory.

According to a statement is-
sued by the DSAL yesterday, the 
bureau carried out employment 
hiring procedures for about 80 

workers who primarily speciali-
ze in carpentry, painting services 
and plasterboard works.

The bureau registered their 
contact information and other 
personal details in its system, 
which allows employers to con-
tact them for job opportunities. 

“DSAL staff collected their 
data and organized them for [job 
opportunities],” the bureau con-
firmed.

In response to the develop-
ment of the epidemic outbreak 
in Macau, several construction 
sites are gradually resuming 
work, while DSAL said that it is 
taking the necessary steps to en-
sure stability in construction sec-
tor employment.

Public construction has no-

tably increased in the past week, 
with the government seemingly 
using the unexpected quiet pe-
riod to conduct maintenance 
and repair works on Macau’s 
roads.

Some gaming operators in-
cluding Melco Resorts & Enter-
tainment have admitted to a 
slowdown in the construction 
works of ongoing projects due to 
the low number of construction 
workers arriving from mainland 
China.

The DSAL noted that the bu-
reau is “attentive to the situa-
tion of the labor market in Ma-
cau,” reiterating that it ensures 
the continuity and priority of 
employment for local resident 
workers.

“Since the resumption of ba-
sic services last week, DSAL has 
been in immediate contact with 
job seekers and companies to 
conduct interviews,” the bureau 
said. 

Previously, an industry re-
presentative said that layof-
fs at smaller junket operators 
are a possibility if the coro-
navirus epidemic persists. 
The government has appea-
led to casino operators, asking 
them not to reduce employees’ 
salaries or impose layoffs during 
the challenging business period 
ahead.

The Times is aware that groups 
of workers approached the DSAL 
with the hope of obtaining assis-
tance in settling their cases.
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THE enduring impact of 
the novel coronavirus 

has analysts now expecting 
next month’s gross gaming 
revenue to plunge by as 
much as 80% in year-on-year 
terms.

Analysts at Sanford C. Ber-
nstein and share a similar 
outlook to those at J.P. Mor-
gan, predicting that gross 
gaming revenue in February 
will plummet by as much as 
90% in year-on-year terms. 
Now they also say the signifi-
cant drop will likely continue 
into March.

Previously, analysts at 
Bernstein said that gaming 
revenues in the city could 
tumble 95% when it was still 
unclear whether the 15-day 
casino shutdown would be 
prolonged.

The brokerage estimated 
that Macau’s gaming reve-
nue was at MOP2.1 billion in 
February at an average daily 
rate of MOP255 million to 
MOP260 million – down 65% 
year-on-year.

The reopening of casinos 
does not guarantee that bu-
siness will immediately pick 

up as the central government 
still has travel restrictions in 
place for its residents. Only 
those with visas granted 
prior to the implementation 
are permitted to enter fthe 
city.

Bernstein analysts Vitaly 
Umansky, Eunice Lee and 
Kelsey Zhu, also agreed that 
there are still no clear indi-
cations of when the gaming 
industry will recover. 

“IVS [Individual Visit 
Scheme] and group visas 
into Macau are suspended 
and most transport is seve-

rely disrupted, with most 
airlines cancelling or limi-
ting flights into Macau and 
surrounding airports,” the 
brokerage said in a note seen 
by Inside Asian Gaming. 

“We estimate February 
to be down 90% and March 
potentially to be down 80% 
[assuming no significant 
improvement in travel]. The 
operators we have spoken 
with do not see any clarity 
on [the] timing of recovery at 
this time.”

The city’s gaming revenue 
for the first half of this year 

can only be clearly predicted 
once travel restrictions from 
China are lifted as mainland 
China is still the primary 
source of revenue in the city’s 
gaming sector. 

Looking ahead, the 
analysts have positively sta-
ted that performance in the 
second half of the year would 
be stronger than the first six 
months for Macau’s gaming 
industry.

“We see a solid recovery 
in place in [the second half], 
followed by a strong 2021,” 
noted Bernstein. LV
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AL committee 
discusses new 
Hengqin port law

THE SAR government 
has not revealed the 

details of rental prices for 
the land plot in Hengqin 
that Macau plans to use 
as a future immigration 
facility, according to the 
Chairman of the Second 
Standing Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly (AL). 

Yesterday, the commi-
ttee held the first meeting 
to discuss the bill related to 
the future Macau port on 
the Hengqin border gate. 

After the closed-door 
meeting, Committee 
Chairman Chan Chak Mo 
reported that the Macau 
SAR government will rent 
the land for Macau’s im-
migration checkpoint at 
the future Hengqin border 
building. 

The rental period will 
last from the opening date 
of the facility until Decem-
ber 19, 2049. Before the 
expiration date, the Macau 
immigration facility will be 
under Macau’s jurisdiction. 

Chan said he was not 
aware about the rental pri-
ce because the rent is a ne-
gotiation between the SAR 

government and the state. 
Similar to the future port, 
the local government is 
paying rent to use the land 
under the current Uni-
versity of Macau campus 
which covers approxima-
tely 1.09 square kilometers. 
The Macau government is 
paying approximately 1.2 
billion patacas to use the 
land until 2049. 

Macau will administer 
the Macau immigration fa-
cility, the Lotus Bridge, the 
future project connecting 
Hengqin port and the Uni-
versity of Macau campus 
and the reserved space for 
the future connection of 
the Light Rapid Transit to 
Hengqin port. 

Originally, the local go-
vernment announced that 
the port could open in the 
first quarter of this year. 
Yesterday, Chan indicated 
that the scheduled opening 
may not be realized due to 
the epidemic outbreak. 

This Friday, the commi-
ttee will invite government 
representatives to attend 
another meeting regarding 
the bill. JZ

GAMING

Bernstein: Revenue plunge 
to continue into March 
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Dispute leaves Taiwanese 
stuck in locked-down 
Chinese cities

GUI MINHAI

Court sentences 
Swedish bookseller 
to 10 years in prison
A court in eastern Chi-

na has sentenced a 
seller of books that took 
a skeptical look at the ru-
ling Communist Party to 
10 years in prison for “ille-
gally providing intelligen-
ce overseas,” in a further 
sign of Beijing’s hard line 
toward its critics.

The Ningbo Interme-
diate People’s Court an-
nounced yesterday that 
it has sentenced Gui Mi-
nhai, a naturalized Swe-
dish citizen. Gui admitted 
to his crime, agreed with 
the sentence and will not 
appeal, the court said.

For years, Gui sold gos-
sipy books about Chinese 
leaders in the semi-auto-
nomous Chinese city of 
Hong Kong. He first di-
sappeared in 2015, when 
he was believed to have 
been abducted by Chine-
se agents from his seaside 
home in Thailand.

China maintains tight 
control over all informa-
tion and brooks no criti-
cism of its ruling Commu-
nist Party. It has detained 
scores of lawyers, writers 
and public intellectuals. 
In recent months, police 
have reprimanded medi-
cal workers who warned 
about the ongoing ou-
tbreak of a new virus that 
originated in the Chinese 
city of Wuhan.

Amnesty Internatio-
nal’s China researcher Pa-
trick Poon said the verdict 
demonstrated that “the 
Chinese authorities are 
not letting the coronavi-
rus crisis distract them 
from repressing dissiden-
ts.” 

“Despite the authori-
ties’ claim that Gui has so-
mehow handed over ‘in-
telligence’ while in their 
custody, the reason for his 

targeting almost certain-
ly relates to his attemp-
ted trip to Beijing with 
two Swedish diplomats 
in 2018,” Poon said in an 
emailed statement.

The court claims that 
Gui, who was born in Nin-
gbo, applied to reinstate 
his Chinese citizenship in 
2018. That would mean 
renouncing his Swedish 
citizenship, as China does 
not officially allow dual ci-
tizenship.

Four other people who 
worked for the same pu-
blishing company also 
went missing around the 
time of Gui’s detention, 
only to turn up months 
later in police custody in 
mainland China. Gui is 
the only one who remains 
in detention.

He was initially relea-
sed into house arrest in 
Ningbo, then police de-
tained him once again 
while he and two Swedish 
diplomats were on a train 
together bound for Bei-
jing.

“We have noted the 
reports and are now 
seeking official confirma-
tion about the case,” the 
Swedish Foreign Ministry 
said in an email to The As-
sociated Press. “We have 
consistently made it clear 
that we demand Gui Mi-
nhai be released so that 
he can be reunited with 
his daughter and family.”

The foreign ministry 
said that Sweden was not 
given access to the trial, 
and that officials there 
were unable to review the 
indictment or offer Gui 
access to legal counsel.

“We demand – once 
again – that we imme-
diately be given consu-
lar access,” the ministry 
said. AP

RALPH JENNINGS, TAIPEI

BEAUTY salon operator Shelly 
Chen flew from Taiwan to her 

hometown in China last month to 
see her aging parents for the Lu-
nar New Year holiday. Two days la-
ter, their city in the heart of a new 
virus outbreak was locked down 
to stop the fast-spreading infec-
tion.

At first, Chen didn’t leave her 
parents’ house in Huanggang be-
cause she didn’t want to get sick 
and be barred from boarding a 
charter flight home. She assumed 
a government-organized plane 
would evacuate her the same way 
hundreds of Americans, Euro-
peans, Japanese and others were 
flown out early on.

A month later, she is still the-
re, with flights to Taiwan bottled 
up in the perennial tug-of-war 
between China and the self-go-
verning island that China claims 
as its territory. Her salon in Tai-
pei, the Taiwanese capital, has 
lost about $3,000 because of her 
absence, she said, and she wor-
ries how her two daughters will 
fare as they return to middle and 
high school this week with no 
one to pay tuition or give moral 
support. 

“My daughters keep asking me 
when Mom is coming back. I don’t 
know what to say, and the most 
important thing a parent can 
give a child is her company,” said 
Chen, a 40-year-old single mo-
ther. She gave only an English first 
name she uses because she feared 
being trolled on social media for 
her comments. “I think (the go-
vernments) should use less poli-

tics and be more humanitarian,” 
she said. 

About 1,000 Taiwanese are cau-
ght up in the lockdown of about 
60 million people in Hubei pro-
vince because their government 
cannot agree with China on the 
arrangements for charter flights 
home. 

Taiwan has asked China to step 
up health checks and approve 
the names of passengers after the 
only charter so far on Feb. 4 brou-
ght back an unlisted passenger 
who was infected. “The hinderer 
is China, not Taiwan,” Taiwanese 
Premier Su Tseng-chang said last 
week. 

China has said that Taiwan is 
“using all kinds of excuses to obs-
truct and delay” the flights. 

“We just have confrontation, 
not cooperation,” said Chao 
Chien-min, dean of social scien-
ces at Chinese Culture Universi-
ty in Taipei. Taiwan’s government 
“can blame mainland China, but 
can’t solve the problem.”

Chen Chi-chuan, a Taiwanese 
electrical and plumbing contrac-
tor, has been trapped with his 
wife in a 24th-floor hotel room for 
four weeks. They are not allowed 
out except to get meals left on a 
chair outside their door by staff 
who knock and leave to avoid any 
contact that could risk infection. 

The couple was ordered to go 
to the hotel in Shiyan, a Hubei 
city that was locked down as they 
were wrapping up a visit to see his 
wife’s parents. Marriages between 
Taiwanese and mainland Chinese 
are common and both sides see 
Lunar New Year as a time for fa-
mily reunions. 

They pay 165 yuan ($25) a ni-
ght, three meals included, and 
wash their clothes by hand in 
the bathroom. “We just watch TV 
programs, to hear some sort of 
sound, otherwise it’s boring,” the 
51-year-old Chen said. 

He is not related to Shelly Chen, 
the hair salon franchisee. Both 
spoke with The Associated Press 
via video on a messaging app.

Chen Chi-chuan worries about 
his business too. “I’m going to be 
fined, and there’s contract brea-
ch fees,” said Chen, a resident of 
Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan. 
“Plus, I’ve got to come up with 
payment for my workers.” 

His five prescription medica-
tions for a heart condition have 
run out, and a shipment he re-
quested from relatives in Taiwan 
hasn’t arrived. He constantly che-
cks groups he belongs to on We-
Chat, a popular Chinese social 
media platform, for updates on 
possible flights.

“Taiwan is always providing 
info and changing it but they ha-
ven’t progressed in saying when, 
just telling us to patiently wait,” 
he said. “They’ve been saying to 
wait since Feb. 5. I can’t stand this 
— I’m almost out of money.” 

Taiwan faces unique barriers to 
arranging flights, said Alexander 
Huang, a strategic studies pro-
fessor at Tamkang University in 
Taiwan. Negotiations have fallen 
to special appointees from two 
semi-governmental bodies, not 
the governments themselves, he 
noted. 

“Probably there are people in 
Taiwan, especially in politics, who 
want to show other countries we 
evacuated our own citizens just 
like you, and that’s exactly what 
China cannot swallow,” he said.

Conversely, China might agree 
to flights only if there’s a way to 
“teach Taiwan a lesson,” he said. 

“This is an almost unresolvab-
le challenge for Taiwan,” Huang 
said. 

From the rooftop of her paren-
ts’ house, Shelly Chen, the hair 
salon operator, sees empty, dusty 
streets void of the usual tangle of 
parked cars and people on their 
way to work. Residents are only 
allowed out every three days to 
get groceries, based on preorders 
that are rationed to prevent hoar-
ding.

She can see a blue-roofed Mi-
nistry of Civil Affairs shack across 
the street, whose occupants wou-
ld tell her to go back inside if she 
tried to leave. 

“The psychological pressure is 
huge,” she said. “The whole night 
last night my head hurt and I di-
dn’t sleep. I cry every day. I’ll tell 
you, I’ve given up hope.” AP

A picture of missing bookseller Gui Minhai hangs on a placard 
beside freed Hong Kong bookseller Lam Wing-kee

This picture was taken by Chen Chi-chuan, from the room at the Vienna International Hotel where 
the Taiwanese electrical and plumbing contractor has lived in since Jan. 28 in Shiyan city in Hubei
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SOUTH KOREA

‘Are you still alive?’ Virus 
fears grip people of Daegu 

JAPAN

Abe: Flex hours, work style among key steps to fight virus
JAPANESE Prime Mi-

nister Shinzo Abe said 
yesterday that the success 
of new measures such as 
letting employees work 
from home and expanding 
hospital treatment capaci-
ty will determine whether 
the country can control its 
virus outbreak. 

“We are at an extremely 
important time in ending 
the spread of infection at 
an early stage,” Abe said at 
a meeting of a task force on 
the outbreak.

He said sporadic cases 
involving unknown trans-
mission routes and small 
clusters of cases are oc-
curring, and that slowing 
the pace of new infections 
is crucial for stopping the 
spread of the disease. Ja-
pan has confirmed 850 

cases, the third highest 
number behind China and 
South Korea.

Basic measures annou-
nced yesterday to fight 
the illness include urging 
people to wash their hands 
carefully, follow “cough 
etiquette” and avoid going 
out when feeling unwell. 
They also urge people with 
mild illness to go to family 
doctors instead of hospi-
tals with specialized virus-
-control facilities, which 
are treating many seriously 
ill patients.

In a country known for 
long working hours bla-
med for “karoshi,” or death 
from overwork, the virus 
scare may help change 
Japan’s corporate culture 
and allow people to work 
more flexible hours and 

ask for time off when they 
are not feeling well.

“In order to prevent 
the further spread of the 
coronavirus, commuting 
in shifts and teleworking 
need to be widely exerci-
sed across society,” said 
Economy, Trade and In-
dustry Minister Hiroshi 
Kajiyama. “We will call 
on the corporate world to 
actively implement (the 
measures).”

Flexible working hours 
are mainly aimed at re-
ducing the risk of getting 
infected on packed trains, 
but companies are also 
encouraged to “create an 
environment where em-
ployees can ask for sick 
leave when they are feeling 
unwell,” Kajiyama said. He 
said the trade ministry be-

gan flexible hours and is 
promoting teleworking. 

Japan’s case total inclu-
des 691 people infected 
on the Diamond Prin-
cess cruise ship, docked 
in Yokohama near Tokyo. 
Abe’s government has been 
widely criticized after the 
quarantine of the ship was 
seen to have failed to stop 
the virus from spreading. 
Four former passengers 
on the ship died and more 
than a dozen people who 
were evacuated by their 
home countries later tes-
ted positive for the virus. 
Six government officials 
involved in the quarantine 
effort also contracted the 
virus.

Japanese health offi-
cials and government ex-
perts have acknowledged 

the quarantine was not 
perfect, but have defen-
ded it. They said Japanese 
health authorities faced 
tough challenges in the 
absence of established ru-
les in such a crisis and that 
it wasn’t feasible to qua-
rantine the ship’s passen-

gers and crew elsewhere.
While the ship quaran-

tine was capturing global 
attention, the virus was 
spreading across Japan as 
many tourists visited the 
country during the Lunar 
New Year holiday, experts 
said. AP

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

A 
woman wearing vinyl 
gloves on a subway 
train. Guests donning 
masks at a sparsely at-

tended wedding ceremony. People 
feverishly stocking up on instant 
noodles and rice. Friends calling 
each other and asking if they’re still 
alive.

Fears of a soaring viral outbreak 
are gripping the South Korean city 
of Daegu and the surrounding 
area, with residents struggling as 
they try to stay away from a virus 
that has already sickened hun-
dreds of people in the region, 
killing at least 10 of them.

“We call each other here and 
half-jokingly ask whether they are 
alive and tell each other not to 
wander around,” Choe Hee-suk, a 
37-year-old office worker, said by 
phone. 

The region hadn’t reported a 
single case until Feb. 18, when a 
Daegu woman in her early 60s tes-
ted positive for the virus that first 
emerged in China.

But a week later, more than 790 
cases have been reported around 
the city of 2.5 million people in 
the country’s southeast, a sudden 
jump that has prompted concerns 
that the outbreak is getting out of 
control.

The Daegu region accounts for 
over 80% of South Korea’s nearly 
1,000 virus cases and 10 of its 11 
deaths. South Korea has seen the 
largest outbreak of the virus out-
side mainland China, which has 
confirmed more than 77,660 cases 
and over 2,660 fatalities.

More than half of the cases in 
the Daegu area are linked to a con-
troversial church that is viewed as 
a cult by mainstream Christian or-
ganizations.

The region’s first patient is a 

member of the Shincheonji Chur-
ch of Jesus who had attended ser-
vices before being diagnosed with 
COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the new virus. Authorities say it’s 
unlikely that the woman, who has 
no record of recent overseas travel, 
set off the chain of infections.

As South Korea’s central gover-
nment vows all-out efforts to con-
tain the region’s outbreak, public 
anxiety is destabilizing everyday 
lives and threatening to seriously 
impact the local economy.

In Daegu’s usually bustling 
Dongseongro commercial district 
on Monday, only a few pedestrians 

were seen, making it look like a 
ghost town. Workers dressed in 
black protective gear and white 
masks sprayed disinfectant at a 
nearly deserted branch of the po-
pular Lotte Department Store, lo-
cal media photos showed.

Oh Sang-hak, a taxi driver, said 
he hadn’t worked for several days 
because he was uneasy about pi-
cking up strangers with the virus 
circulating in the city. 

“It’s like time has stopped ... and 
there is just no movement,” Oh 
said. “Until last week, we thought 
the coronavirus was someone el-
se’s problem.”

Lee Nag-hyeon, 63, said he 
thinks media reports on virus fears 
in Daegu have been a bit exaggera-
ted. But he said he saw a masked 
woman wearing a pair of disposa-
ble gloves when he took a subway 
on Monday. He said he also heard 
about convenience store staff wea-
ring goggles when dealing with 
customers.

Daegu residents posted photos 
on social media of supermarket 
shelves devoid of staples such as 
instant noodles, curry and dried 
seaweed.

Early this week People wearing 
masks stood in long lines outside 

an Emart discount store in Daegu’s 
Mancheon district as they tried to 
stock up on face masks, which have 
been quickly selling out online.

Choe, the office worker, said 
she had three boxes of ramen, four 
boxes of cereal and three 20-kilo-
gram (44-pound) bags of rice at 
her home. Lee said he began wri-
ting on his masks the dates he last 
wore them to re-use them later if 
no more are available for sale.

At Daegu’s Gyodong traditional 
market, about half of the roughly 
1,000 shops were closed, with the 
number of visitors declining re-
cently by more than 90%.

“Maybe it would be better for all 
the merchants to shut their doors, 
but their means of a living are here. 
So some have made the difficult 
decision to open their shops,” 
said Ahn Sook-hee, an official at 
an association of merchants at the 
market. 

The virus is also changing the 
scenes at weddings and funerals, 
events that typically draw large 
crowds in South Korea. 

At Daegu’s Gangbug Conven-
tion wedding hall, only two of the 
10 scheduled wedding ceremonies 
were held over the weekend, with 
the other eight couples postponing 
their big day at the last minute. A 
typical wedding ceremony draws 
around 200 people, but the two 
held on Saturday had only about 
50 each, according to wedding hall 
employee Park Ye Jin.  AP

Tokyo selfies

People line up to buy face masks at a store in Daegu, South Korea
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The Kuwaiti capital 
has been liberated by 
the Gulf War Allies after 
208 days of Iraqi occu-
pation.

Thousands of Iraqi 
troops began leaving 
the city after an order 
from President Sad-
dam Hussein, broad-
cast this morning, to 
withdraw immediately.

He said he was orde-
ring the retreat becau-
se of “the aggression 
of 30 countries against 
Iraq” and the economic 
blockade led by the US.

The first group of Allies into the city centre was a reconnaissance 
team of 12 US marines who arrived in the capital this evening, ushe-
red in by some Kuwaiti resistance forces.

To the north of the city a trail of abandoned Iraqi T-55 tanks were 
scattered along the main highway into town, as well as transport tru-
cks and smaller vehicles.

US pilots said the Iraqi troops, deserted by officers and in disarray, 
left the city “bumper to bumper”.

They made an easy target for the American fighter jets which 
carried out repeated air strikes on the retreating troops, saying they 
would continue to attack until ordered not to. They reported only 
light anti-aircraft fire.

The main resistance came from Iraqi armoured units trapped at 
the international airport on the southern outskirts of the city, but the 
US Marine 2nd Division was reported to have the upper hand.

Kuwaiti radio, run by the government-in-exile, urged people not to 
take revenge on the retreating troops.

But there were claims that the Iraqis took many prisoners as they 
left as hostages. Reports say up to 5,000 people were captured as 
the troops retreated.

Families told reporters their sons had been taken from them, or-
dered into the retreating Iraqi army buses as they walked to work.

During the last days of Iraqi occupation there were widespread re-
ports of torture, rape and execution.

Colonel Abu Fahad, an officer with the Kuwaiti resistance, told The 
Guardian newspaper: “I have seen a lot of my friends and some of 
our guys executed in front of their families for nothing, just being in 
the country. In the past few days, we didn’t even leave our houses.”

Much of the city has been destroyed, with 200 buildings set on fire. 
Hotels, parliament buildings and government offices have been at-
tacked.

The manager of the Sheraton hotel, Mohammed Mousa, told re-
porters he had been given an hour to clear the building and then Iraqi 
soldiers had looted it, taking everything from video recorders to the 
piano.

They then poured petrol over the ground floor, mined it and blas-
ted it with tank fire.

The university, museum, schools and hospitals have all been loo-
ted and soldiers have taken whatever they could find from shops 
and homes.

Even clothes and mattresses lie scattered around the streets, sto-
len, but too bulky to take away.

Courtesy BBC News

1991 IraqI troops flee 
              KuwaIt CIty

In context

President George Bush announced his intention to press on with 
“undiminished intensity” to complete a rout of Iraqi forces
Apart from liberating Kuwait, he said the Allies wanted to secure large 
parts of southern Iraq and defeat Saddam Hussein’s elite Republican 
Guard.
Two days later the president announced a ceasefire after Iraq ac-
cepted all 12 resolutions laid down by the United Nations.
Two of the main conditions were the return of all allied prisoners 
of war and Kuwaitis taken hostage and also the renunciation of all 
claims to Kuwait.
Saddam Hussein remained in power until George Bush’s son, 
George W Bush, mounted another attack on Iraq in March 2003.
With the backing of British and Australian forces, he succeeded in 
toppling Saddam Hussein, who fled into hiding.
He was eventually captured in December 2003 put on trial by an Iraqi 
court, sentenced to death and executed on 30 December 2006.

this day in history

White House unveils $2.5b 
emergency coronavirus plan
ANDREW TAYLOR, 
WASHINGTON

T
HE White House 
sent lawmakers an 
urgent $2.5 billion 
plan to address 

the deadly coronavirus ou-
tbreak,  whose rapid spread 
and threat to the global 
economy rocked financial 
markets.

The White House bud-
get office said the funds are 
for vaccines, treatment and 
protective equipment. The 
request was immediately 
slammed by Democrats as 
insufficient and came as 
coronavirus fears were cre-
dited with yesterday’s 1,000-
plus point drop in the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
and are increasingly seen as 
a potential political threat to 
President Donald Trump. 

The request was released 
yesterday [Macau time] and 
came as key government 
accounts were running low. 
The Department of Heal-
th and Human Services 
had already tapped into an 
emergency infectious di-
sease rapid response fund 
and was seeking to trans-
fer more than $130 million 
from other HHS accounts 
to combat the virus but is 
pressing for more.

“Today, the Adminis-
tration is transmitting to 
Congress a $2.5 billion su-
pplemental funding plan 
to accelerate vaccine deve-
lopment, support prepare-
dness and response activi-
ties and to procure much 
needed equipment and 
supplies,” said White Hou-
se budget office spokeswo-

man Rachel Semmel. “We 
are also freeing up existing 
resources and allowing for 
greater flexibilities for res-
ponse activities.”

The administration is 
requesting $1.25 billion in 
new funding and wants to 
transfer $535 million more 
in funding from an Ebola 
preparedness account that’s 
been a top priority of De-
mocrats. It anticipates shif-
ting money from other HHS 
accounts and other agen-
cies to complete the $2.5 
billion response plan. 

Senators returning 
to Washington after a 
weeklong recess will receive 
a classified briefing Tues-
day morning on the gover-
nment’s coronavirus res-
ponse, a Senate aide said. 
A spokeswoman for Senate 
Appropriations Committee 
Chairman Richard Shel-
by, R-Ala., said the panel 
“will take their input into 
account as we continue to 
do our due diligence to de-
termine what additional re-
sources are necessary.”

Democrats said the re-
quest was insufficient and 
that Trump’s attempt to go 
after existing Ebola preven-
tion funding was dead on 
arrival.

“All of the warning lights 
are flashing bright red. We 
are staring down a potential 
pandemic and the adminis-
tration has no plan,” said Se-
nate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., who blas-
ted a shortage of kits to test 
for the virus and President 
Donald Trump’s proposed 
budget cuts to health agen-
cies like the Centers for Di-

sease Control and Preven-
tion. “We have a crisis of 
coronavirus and President 
Trump has no plan, no ur-
gency, no understanding of 
the facts or how to coordi-
nate a response.” 

Trump was a vocal critic 
of President Barack Oba-
ma’s response to the 2014 
Ebola scare, which barely 
touched the U.S. but was 
seen as a factor in that year’s 
midterm elections, which 
restored control of the Se-
nate to Republicans.

Trump took to Twitter to 
defend his record.

“The Coronavirus is very 
much under control in the 
USA. We are in contact with 
everyone and all relevant 
countries. CDC & World 
Health have been working 
hard and very smart. Stock 
Market starting to look very 
good to me!” he tweeted.

Among the needs is fun-
ding to reimburse the Pen-
tagon, which is housing 
evacuees from China — 
who are required to under-
go 14-day quarantines — at 
several military bases in Ca-
lifornia.

Democrats controlling 
the House wrote HHS Se-
cretary Alex Azar earlier this 
month to request funds to 
help speed development of 
a coronavirus vaccine, ex-
pand laboratory capacity, 
and beef up screening effor-
ts at U.S. entry points. 

House Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman 
Nita Lowey, D-N.Y., called 
the plan “woefully insuffi-
cient.” 

“Despite urgent warnin-
gs from Congress and the 

public health community, 
the Trump administration 
took weeks to request these 
emergency funds,” Lowey 
said in a statement. “Their 
answer now is to raid mo-
ney Congress has designa-
ted for other critical public 
health priorities.” 

Azar is slated to testify 
before the Senate Appro-
priations Committee today, 
and the U.S. response to the 
outbreak is sure to be a ma-
jor topic.

In San Francisco, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi took a 
walking tour of Chinatown 
to let the public know the 
neighborhood is safe and 
open for business. 

Pelosi, a Democrat who 
represents the heavily Chi-
nese American city, visited 
the Golden Gate Fortune 
Cookie Factory, whose ow-
ner Kevin Chan, says his bu-
siness and others are down 
70% since the outbreak of 
the coronavirus. 

“Çome to Chinatown,” 
Pelosi said. “Precautions 
have been taken by our 
city, we know that there’s 
concern about tourism, 
traveling all throughout the 
world, but we think it’s very 
safe to be in Chinatown 
and hope that others will 
come.”

In a statement yesterday, 
Pelosi called the president’s 
request “long overdue and 
completely inadequate to 
the scale of this emergency.” 
She said the House would 
advance “a strong, strategic 
funding package that fully 
addresses the scale and 
seriousness of this public 
health crisis.” AP

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi tours San Francisco’s Chinatown
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Hard to find; 5- Part of a process; 9- Small drink, young child; 12- Are 

you ___ out?; 13- Heaps; 15- Fine cotton; 16- Blues singer James; 17- Out of 
line; 18- Allege; 19- Pay attention; 21- Each person; 23- Assortment; 25- Exile 
isle; 26- Just make, with “out”; 29- Alley; 31- Inhabitant of Tripoli; 35- Son of 
Jacob; 36- Ring; 38- Roofing stone; 39- Increase in size; 41- Pertaining to the 
Netherlands; 43- Goes wrong; 44- Host; 46- Jeopardy; 48- Rebellious Turner; 
49- African sands; 51- Travel on; 52- Conscription org.; 53- Capital of Peru; 55- 
Adroit; 57- Piece of luggage; 61- Skylighted lobby; 65- Moonfish; 66- Scatter; 
68- Raison d’ ___; 69- A hobgoblin; 70- Brazilian dance; 71- Droops; 72- ___-Cat; 
73- Coddle; 74- Canonized Fr. women;
 
DOWN: 1- Monetary unit of Cambodia; 2- Not pro; 3- Goes bad; 4- Muse of 
lyric poetry; 5- Iberian peninsula inhabitant; 6- Shakespearean contraction; 
7- Sommer of film; 8- Annoy; 9- VCR 
alternative; 10- Augury; 11- Shipping 
deduction; 14- Bulge; 15- Due; 20- 
Raines of film; 22- Diamond stats; 
24- Get the better of; 26- Borders; 27- 
Destiny; 28- Methuselah’s father; 30- Go 
into; 32- Threads; 33- Gillette razors; 
34- Bird homes; 37- Bitterly pungent; 40- 
Affluent; 42- Refuge; 45- Actor Stoltz; 
47- Took off; 50- Run up; 54- Take ___ 
at (try); 56- Head lock; 57- Weeps; 58- 
Atop; 59- Emilia’s husband; 60- Writer 
Bombeck; 62- Let’s just leave ___ that; 
63- The munchies, e.g.; 64- Imbroglio; 
67- Flow back;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Some criticism could be coming 
your way today, but don’t worry. 
Your ego can handle it. In fact, 
your drive for success sort of  
demands this type of  honest 
feedback from others.

Apr. 20-May. 20
The power issues in a relationship 
are starting to get to you. It looks 
like maybe you could use a break 
from one of  the partnerships 
you’re trying so hard to keep in 
balance.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
On the other hand, things are 
getting much easier in your career! 
The answers you need are all 
coming to you. It looks like you 
can finally move forward with that 
exciting project.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ll want to play it safe. Don’t 
act out too dramatically, and try 
not to go to extremes to make 
your point or get a reaction out of  
anyone. Be mild mannered and 
polite.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Do you want a relationship to 
move to a deeper, more committed 
level? The other person might be 
close to being ready for that, but 
you have to treat the situation 
gingerly!

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Right now, you should just try 
to have fun with the people who 
annoy you in life. If  you can find 
a way to laugh at what you don’t 
agree with, you’ll have a lot less 
stress in your life.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You could be given a very 
captivating challenge today, 
and it could push you past what 
you thought were your limits. 
Stretching this way will feel a 
little bit weird at first.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Before you initiate any type of  
conversation today, take time to 
formulate your goals clearly. Put 
together a plan detailing what you 
really want and another mapping 
out how you’re going to get it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Hold off on signing any documents 
that could commit you to paying 
a certain amount of  money on a 
regular basis. Watch out for people 
who want you to make a greater 
commitment than you can give.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
They’re not supposed to anyway. 
You’ve got a targeted audience, 
so speak to that group and only 
that group. You can’t be popular 
with everyone, so why waste your 
time trying?

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Going along with someone else’s 
plans and doing what someone 
else tells you to do is not your 
idea of  fun right now. Instead, 
you should strike out on your 
own.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Good stuff could happen to you 
today or quite soon, although it might 
be a bit difficult for you to accept it! 
Your curiosity can sometimes get in 
the way of  appreciating the goodness 
in your life. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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HONG KONG

Cash, tax cuts on the 
table in recession budget

One of China’s biggest bubble tea 
chains seeks $400 million US IPO
NAIXUE’S Tea, one of 

the biggest bubble tea 
chains in China, is consi-
dering an initial public of-
fering in the U.S. that cou-
ld raise as much as $400 
million (MOP3.21 billion), 
according to people fami-
liar with the matter.

The company, also 
known as Nayuki, is working 
with advisers on the poten-
tial first-time share sale that 
could take place as soon as 
this year, said the people, 

who asked not to be iden-
tified as the discussions 
are private. The firm is cur-
rently looking to raise about 
$50 million to $100 million 
in a pre-IPO funding round, 
the people said.

Naixue, started by Shen-
zhen Pindao Restaurant 
Management Co. in 2010, 
has more than 230 stores 
across China, according to 
its website. The chain sells 
fresh-fruit tea - some with 
cheese foam on the top - as 

well as cold brew tea and 
baked goods. HEYTEA, 
another popular bubble tea 
chain, is among its biggest 
rivals in the country.

Details of Naixue’s of-
fering including timeline, 
size and listing venue could 
change as the novel coro-
navirus outbreak is wei-
ghing on market sentiment, 
the people said. A represen-
tative for Shenzhen Pindao 
didn’t immediately respond 
to requests for comment.

Chinese companies 
raised about $3.7 billion 
through U.S. listings last 
year, led by DouYu Inter-
national Holdings Ltd. 
and Luckin Coffee Inc., 
according to data compi-
led by Bloomberg. Citic 
Capital Acquisition Corp. 
is among the nine Chinese 
firms that completed their 
U.S. first-time share sales 
this year, raising a total 
of $722 million, the data 
show. BLOOMBERG

ERIC LAM

AS the Hong Kong govern-
ment posts its first deficit in 

more than 15 years, all eyes will 
be on financial secretary Paul 
Chan’s budget release today 
and how he’ll tap cash reserves 
to stimulate an economy under 
pressure from months of unrest 
and the coronavirus outbreak.

Anti-government protests 
drove the city into recession last 
year and economists now fo-
recast another slump for 2020, 
spelling the first back-to-back 
annual contractions on record. 
Yet Chan holds a major card 
that he has largely yet to play: 
A fiscal reserve that stood at 
HKD1.12 trillion ($144 billion) 
as of Dec. 31.

One factor that could inform 
Hong Kong’s response is the big 
packages announced elsewhe-
re, such as by rival Singapore, 
which has pledged to post its 
biggest budget deficit since at 
least 1997 to combat the im-
pact of the virus. While Hong 
Kong has historically espoused 
a conservative fiscal policy, the 
government has already ear-
marked an extra HKD30 billion 
in this fiscal year to help those 
affected by the virus outbreak.

“No government wants to be 
accused of having done too li-
ttle,” said Alicia Garcia Herrero, 
chief Asia Pacific economist at 
Natixis SA.

So far, the spending measu-
res rolled out to deal with Hong 
Kong’s downturn have been li-
mited, focusing on helping low-
-income families and enterpri-
ses that have been most hurt by 
the damaged economy. Chan 
has so far played down talk of 
cash handouts, though he said 

the government wanted to have 
a “bold” response.

“The government’s resources 
are always limited, and this bu-
dget cannot fully meet everyo-
ne’s requirements,” Chan said 
in a blog post Sunday, accor-
ding to translated text from the 
Chinese-language post.

In an earlier post describing 
“tsunami-like” shocks to the 
economy, Chan appeared to 
temper expectations by raising 
concerns about the long-term 
affordability of stimulus mea-
sures given the recent surge in 
government spending amid the 
recession.

“The projected fiscal deficit 
for the new fiscal year may be 
a record high in terms of dollar 
value,” he said.

Hong Kong last posted a bu-
dget deficit in March 2004 of 
about HKD40 billion in the af-
termath of the SARS epidemic.

Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
earlier this month pledged an 
extra HKD30 billion in fun-
ding, targeting those affected 
by the virus outbreak. Specific 
proposed measures include an 
HKD80,000 one-off subsidy to 
licensed tour agencies and up 
to HKD200,000 one-off subsidy 
to restaurants - sectors hit har-
dest by the downturn.

The package is on top of 
about HKD35 billion in stimu-
lus and livelihood spending 
announced since the start of 
protests in June. The city in Ja-
nuary announced a HKD10.6 
billion injection to revitalize 
the Ocean Park attraction, whi-
ch is now closed because of the 
epidemic.

Tommy Wu, senior econo-
mist with Oxford Economics in 
Hong Kong, said he anticipates 

the coming budget will focus 
on long-term spending such 
as on housing, health care and 
social welfare “as well as poli-
cies to help Hong Kong keep its 
existing competitiveness in the 
financial industry and to deve-
lop new industries, along with 
discussions on linkages with 
China on various fronts.”

Accounting firm KPMG LLP 
earlier this month came out in 
favor of the HKD10,000 payout 
in the form of electronic spen-
ding vouchers, advocating bold 
spending by tapping the ample 
fiscal reserve. The firm forecas-
ts a deficit of HKD47.7 billion.

A large cash handout may 
not be the best option, as the 
greater the payout, the more 
likely it is people will try to save 
the cash if possible instead of 
spending it, said Natixis’ Garcia 
Herrero.

“It is easy for the government 
to implement but not a good 
policy,” she said.

Rival firm PwC also warned 
that a handout to all adult per-
manent residents in the city 
would lead to extra spending 
of as much as HKD70 billion, 
according to Hong Kong tax 
partner Jeremy Choi. He ins-
tead called for short-term relief 
measures such as interest-free 
loans to affected retail, restau-
rant, hotel and tourism firms as 
well as other tax measures such 
as a simplified installment pay-
ments application process and 
enhanced tax deductions.

Chan downplayed prospects 
for a handout in an interview 
with Bloomberg TV in January, 
before the shutdowns connec-
ted to the virus outbreak that 
have further hurt economic 
growth in the city. BLOOMBERG
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O
LYMPIC champion 
Wayde van Niekerk is 
competing again after 
more than two years 

out with a career-threatening knee 
injury and is facing a race against 
time to be ready to defend his title 
at the Tokyo Games.

The Olympics are five months 
away and the world record holder 
in the 400 meters still hasn’t run a 
major race since the 2017 world 
championships in London.

Van Niekerk competed at two 
low-level meets over the last week 
in Bloemfontein, South Africa, the 
city where he lives and trains. He 
came through his three races wi-
thout any problems, although they 
were 100- and 200-meter races.

That’s still a major boost for the 
27-year-old van Niekerk, whose 
planned return to the track last 
year was delayed because of setba-
cks with his recovery.

Van Niekerk ran the 100 meters 
at an in-house university event 
last week, and ran the 100 and 
200 at another meet in Bloemfon-
tein on Saturday. He posted 10.20 
seconds for the first 100 meters 
last week in a race on a grass strip 
which was hand timed. He ran 
10.10 for the 100 and 20.31 for the 
200 on the track at the weekend 
event, both electronically timed. 

He won all three races.
“Feels so good to be back on the 

track and to be competitive again,” 
van Niekerk said. “I’ve been off it a 
while so I’m learning to deal with it 
all again.

“Thank you to everyone who 
believed in me and stuck by me. 
This is only the beginning.”

Van Niekerk tore the anterior 
cruciate ligament and meniscus in 
his right knee playing in a charity 

tag rugby game in his home town 
of Cape Town in late 2017. He was 
rushed to the United States for sur-
gery and has been rehabilitating at 
a sports medicine center in Doha, 
Qatar.

It was a desperately disappoin-
ting blow for an athlete who had 
been tipped to be the new face of 
track and field following the reti-
rement of Usain Bolt. Van Niekerk 
provided one of the standout per-
formances of the 2016 Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro when he won 
gold in the 400 and shattered Mi-
chael Johnson’s 17-year-old world 
record with a spectacular run in 
Lane 8.

He had hoped to make a long-
-awaited comeback at the London 
Diamond League meet last July in 
preparation for the world cham-
pionships in Doha. He wasn’t rea-
dy and had to give up on an at-
tempt at a third straight world title 
in the 400.

Van Niekerk is now aiming to 
test his knee over 400 meters in 
preparation for the South African 
national championships in late 
April. The South African track and 
field federation requires athletes 
to compete at the nationals if they 
want to go to the Olympics. AP

ATHLETICS

Olympic champ van Niekerk back 
after more than 2 years out

South Africa’s Wayde van Niekerk
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Canary Islands hotel quarantined 
after virus confirmed 

A tourist hotel on the Canary Island hotel of Tenerife was placed 
in quarantine yesterday after an Italian doctor staying there tested 
positive for the new virus from China that has infected thousands 
worldwide.

The press office for the town of Adeje said that the H10 Adeje 
Palace hotel was in quarantine. 

Spanish news media reported that some 1,000 tourists staying at 
the complex are not allowed to leave. 

The Canary Islands, an archipelago located some 100 kilometers 

west of the African coast, is a popular vacation destination that 
attracts many northern Europeans all-year-around.

The Italian doctor who is positive for the COVID-19 disease has 
been quarantined in a local clinic while samples are analyzed in a 
hospital near Madrid to confirm the initial diagnosis.

Spanish private news agency Europa Press, citing the regional 
government’s health department, said the visiting tourist had ar-
rived from one of the areas in northern Italy where a cluster of the 
coronavirus has infected hundreds.

OPINION
World Views
Shuli Ren, Bloomberg

Austria Public broadcaster 
ORF reports that 
authorities have confirmed 
the first COVID-19 cases 
in the Alpine country. ORF 
quoted authorities in the 
western state of Tyrol 
saying that one of the two 
confirmed cases involved a 
person from northern Italy. 
It wasn’t immediately clear 
whether the individual had 
recently traveled there. ORF 
reported that the patients 
currently have a slight fever 
and are being isolated at an 
Innsbruck hospital.

US Democratic rivals 
to Bernie Sanders are 
preparing to try to knock 
him off his front-runner 
perch in a debate today 
before a critical South 
Carolina primary that could 
dramatically reshape the 
race. With mounting fear 
among the Democratic 
establishment that the 
self-described democratic 
socialist is on the verge 
of gaining a significant 
lead, several candidates are 
resorting to a last ditch 
effort to stop him. 

Greece Riot police and 
residents clashed for 
several hours on the Greek 
islands of Lesbos and 
Chios, as protesters tried 
to prevent authorities 
from bringing excavating 
machines from the 
mainland to build new 
migrant detention camps. 
Police fired tear gas to 
disperse the crowds that 
gathered to try and stop 
police from disembarking 
from government-
chartered ferries. 

Egypt Hosni Mubarak, 
the Egyptian leader who 
was the autocratic face of 
stability in the Middle East 
for nearly 30 years before 
being forced from power 
in an Arab Spring uprising, 
died yesterday, aged 91. 
Mubarak was a stalwart 
U.S. ally, a bulwark against 
Islamic militancy and 
guardian of Egypt’s peace 
with Israel. His overthrow, 
however, plunged the 
country into years of chaos 
and uncertainty.
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China’s policy flip-flops 
are scaring investors

The Chinese public was caught off-guard Monday 
when Wuhan, the epicenter of the coronavirus ou-
tbreak, said it would ease a sweeping lockdown on the 
city, only to retract it hours later. This policy flip-flop isn’t 
just unsettling. It raises the question of whether Presi-
dent Xi Jinping is capable of handling a global health 
and economic crisis.

Granted, China’s political brass have been on steroids 
in recent weeks, meeting often and issuing frequent sta-
tements. In the last month alone, Xi and the Politburo 
Standing Committee — which consists of the country’s 
top leadership — have met four times, each concluding 
with a speech by the president. This level of engagement 
is extremely rare. 

The question is: What kind of message is getting deli-
vered to local officials from Xi’s high-level and vaguely 
worded speeches?

From the latest communication, bureaucrats and 
investors alike may well believe that stable economic 
growth is front-and-center again. Xi devoted six paragra-
phs of his Feb. 23 speech, or 914 words, to the economy, 
compared with three paragraphs and 701 words to the 
virus. Unlike earlier meetings, politicians didn’t wear 
masks, a show of confidence that the worst of the ou-
tbreak is behind us.

By Monday morning, six provinces lowered their virus 
alert levels, a move that signaled freer labor migration. 
This came as China’s economy remained at a standstill 
amid municipal officials’ draconian quarantine measu-
res. As of Friday, only large businesses in the relatively 
virus-lite eastern provinces saw half of their workers re-
turn, while smaller enterprises and inland China lagged 
behind, the government said in a briefing.

Against that backdrop, it’s possible that Wuhan’s miss-
tep came down to crossed wires. Somewhere along the 
chain of command, the instructions were misinterpre-
ted.

This certainly wouldn’t be the first time. In late 2018, a 
few third-tier cities felt emboldened to ease their housin-
g-price controls, after a pro-growth agenda emerged at 
a key national economic meeting. Within a day, officials 
were forced to reverse their stance because they didn’t 
understand the “complexity” of Beijing’s top directives. 

And who can blame them? Xi’s words often run at odds 
with those of Beijing’s own technocrats. Last weekend, 
when he called for “even more” flexible monetary poli-
cies, the People’s Bank of China took a more measured 
tone. In an op-ed for the Financial Times, Deputy Go-
vernor Chen Yulu said the central bank saw a V-shaped 
rebound as the most likely scenario. He made no men-
tion of reserve ratio cuts, which are being widely priced 
in by investors.

If history is any guide, Xi’s word is the last word. Central 
bankers and finance ministers are just the messengers 
who sometimes don’t get the instructions quite right. 

To be sure, hazy wording can give local governments 
room to interpret national policies to their own advan-
tage. In Xi’s China, municipals are perpetually short of 
cash. Even Wuhan, a vibrant college town and tech hub, 
needed commercial activities and good jobs to fill its 
pension fund shortfall. So it makes sense officials would 
want to get businesses up and running again. 

So far, traders have largely placed their faith with Xi. 
Last week, the blue-chip CSI 300 Index recouped all of 
its losses since the prolonged Lunar New Year break, 
while the new economy-focused ChiNext Index not-
ched a three-year high. As I’ve noted, this rally was lar-
gely thanks to Xi’s Feb. 3 speech, in which he insisted on 
delivering this year’s economic growth targets. This was 
widely seen as a prelude to a big stimulus.

But these lower-level flip-flops are concerning. Inves-
tors may be able to stomach the death toll, now at more 
than 2,600, or that China is sacrificing a whole provin-
ce to contain the spread. But at a time of international 
emergency, we can’t have policy U-turns. That’s the 
downside of having an enigmatic political leader who 
has anointed himself president for life.

COVID-19

US drugmaker readies 
possible coronavirus 
vaccine for testing
DRUGMAKER Moder-

na has shipped its first 
batch of a possible corona-
virus vaccine for humans to 
government researchers for 
testing. 

Shares of the biotech 
company soared yesterday, a 
day after the company said it 
sent vials to the National Ins-
titute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID) for early-s-
tage testing in the 
United States.

The institute ex-
pects by the end of 
April to start a cli-
nical trial of about 
20 to 25 healthy 
volunteers, testing 
whether two do-
ses of the shot are 
safe and induce an 
immune response 
likely to protect against in-
fection, NIAID Director An-
thony Fauci said in an in-
terview. Initial results could 
become available in July or 
August, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported yesterday,

Modern’s turnaround 
time in producing the first 
batch of the vaccine—co-de-
signed with NIAID, after lear-
ning the new virus’s genetic 
sequence in January—is a 
stunningly fast response to 
an emerging outbreak.

If a trial starts as planned 
in April, it would be about 
three months from vaccine 
design to human testing. In 
comparison, after an ou-
tbreak of an older coronavi-
rus, severe acute respiratory 
syndrome, in China in 2002, 
it took about 20 months 

for NIAID to get a vaccine 
into the first stage of human 
testing, according to Dr Fau-
ci, quoted by WSJ.

“Going into a Phase One 
trial within three months 
of getting the sequence is 
unquestionably the world 
indoor record. Nothing has 
ever gone that fast,” he said.

Public-health authori-
ties say advances in vaccine 
technology, aided by gover-
nment and private invest-
ments, are shortening de-
velopment timelines when 
outbreaks occur. In the past, 
researchers scrambled to de-
velop vaccines in response 
to outbreaks such as SARS, 
Ebola and Zika with mixed 
results. Older types of vacci-
nes are developed from viral 
proteins that must be grown 
in eggs or cell cultures, and 
together with animal testing 
it can take years before a vac-
cine can be used in humans.

Newer approaches rely 
on what are known as pla-
tform technologies—bui-
lding blocks that can be 
tweaked quickly with the 
genetic information from a 

newly emerged pathogen.
The fast production of 

a vaccine and plans to test 
it soon don’t guarantee its 
success. “You’re never sure 
until you’re at the end what 
you have,” said Bruce Gellin, 
president of global immuni-
zation at the Sabin Vaccine 
Institute.

Saying there are 
other coronavi-
rus vaccines in the 
works, he added: 
“The sequence of 
testing is designed 
to sort out what 
works from what 
doesn’t. That’s why 
it’s important to try 
as many things as 
possible that seem 
feasible, because 
not all horses will 
finish the race.”

It is uncertain whether 
Moderna’s vaccine will work 
because its gene-based tech-
nology hasn’t yet yielded an 
approved human vaccine. 
And even if the first study 
is positive, the corona virus 
vaccine might not become 
widely available until next 
year because further studies 
and regulatory clearances 
will be needed, D. Fauci said.

More than 80,000 people 
have been infected globally 
from the viral outbreak  that 
began late last year in Chi-
na. A total of 35 cases have 
been reported in the United 
States. 

More than 2,600 people 
have died from the virus 
in mainland China, in-
cluding one U.S. citizen. 
MDT/AGENCIES

Even if the first 
study [on human 

volunteers] is 
positive, the corona 
virus vaccine might 
not become widely 

available until 
next year 


