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Vatican City Pope Francis 
is sick and he skipped 
a planned Mass with 
Rome clergy across town 
yesterday, officials said. The 
Vatican said the 83-year-
old pontiff had a “slight 
indisposition” and would 
proceed with the rest of his 
planned work today [Macau 
time]. There was no word 
from the Vatican about the 
nature of his illness, but the 
pope was seen coughing 
and blowing his nose during 
the Ash Wednesday Mass.

Mideast Saudi Arabia 
yesterday banned foreign 
pilgrims from entering the 
kingdom to visit Mecca 
over the new coronavirus. 
There is a growing worry 
across the Mideast about 
the virus as Iran confirmed 
that infected cases in the 
country spiked by over 
100, to 254 now, with 26 
deaths. Those with the 
virus in the Islamic Republic 
now include Iranian vice 
president Masoumeh 
Ebtekar, better known 
as the English-language 
spokeswoman “Mary” for 
the 1979 hostage-takers. 
More on p7

USA President Donald 
Trump faces a critical 
personal challenge in 
grappling with the new 
coronavirus outbreak: 
asking Americans to 
believe him after he and 
some of his top advisers 
have contradicted federal 
scientists in playing down 
the threat. Meanwhile, 
an American citizen 
contracted the virus 
without exposure to 
infected areas or people. 
More on p8
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China, 
South Korea 
count over 

930 new 
virus cases 

CITY BACK TO 
BUSINESS, 

EXCEPT SCHOOLS
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THE Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP) has said that a 

man suspected of swindling 12 
citizens by falsely advertising 
face mask sales will be released 
on bail, awaiting trial. He will 
have to regularly present him-
self to the authorities and will 
not be allowed to leave Macau.

The case occurred a few 
days ago, when the man, who 
was taking advantage of the 
shortage of face masks in the 
market and the high demand 
for the product, falsely adver-
tised the sale of the product 
using several social media pla-
tforms.

According to the MP and 
after the preliminary investi-
gation, the man requested vic-
tims pay him a down payment 
for the masks, which he was 
only purporting to sell in lar-
ge quantities. However, after 

the payment was transferred, 
the victims did not receive the 
masks and were unable to con-
tact the seller again.

The MP says that, so far, 12 
people have filed a complaint 
against the man.

The suspect is now being 
indicted for several counts of 
fraud, an offense punishable 
under the Macau Penal Code. 
The penalty is imprisonment 
of up to three years or an equi-
valent fine.

In the statement, the MP 
also noted that the case had 
been recorded as an aggrava-
ted offense, due to the product 
in question and because the of-
fense was committed during an 
epidemic. Face masks are con-
sidered an essential infection 
prevention product for manda-
tory use by citizens, according 
to government guidelines. RM

A local man has imperso-
nated his twin brother 

by using the latter’s identi-
fication card during police 
questioning. 

At midnight yesterday, 
the Public Security Poli-
ce Force (PSP) found Ng, 
a 34-year-old local casino 
dealer, driving under the 
influence of alcohol. The 
PSP caught him during an 
inspection at Avenida de 
Venceslau de Morais. Ng 
was riding a heavy-duty mo-
torbike at the time of the of-
fence. 

The man’s blood alcohol 
level was over the legal limit 
at 1.62 grams per liter.  

Upon further investiga-
tion, the PSP realized that 
the man did not have a dri-
ving license. Police ques-
tioning revealed that he 

was using his twin brother’s 
identification document. 

Later, the twin brother 
told the police that he had 
asked his brother to buy 
him face masks, and he was 
not aware that his brother 
had taken his motorbike. Ng 
faces several charges, inclu-
ding driving without a licen-
se, using another person’s 
identification and others.  

Another motorbike-rela-
ted case was also reported 
yesterday. A motorbike colli-
ded with a car near the tun-
nel of Sai Van Bridge, driving 
from Macau towards Taipa. 
The 37-year-old motorbike 
driver, an employee of the 
telecommunication au-
thority, sustained multiple 
bruises but was conscious 
while being transported to 
hospital. JZ

50 drivers apply for 
home quarantine 
exemption

Fifty drivers have applied to the Macau 
local government for an exemption 
from the 14-day home quarantine 
measures, according to Nam Yue (Group) 
Company Limited. The drivers transport 
vegetables between Zhuhai and Macau. 
The company said that the exemption 
application was made to secure Macau’s 
food transportation chains. Nam Yue has 
approximately 100 drivers transporting 
vegetables between Zhuhai and Macau 
on a daily basis. Macau’s regulations 
require non-local workers who have been 
to mainland China over the past 14 days 
to undergo a 14-day quarantine period in 
Zhuhai before arriving in Macau. The local 
government has exempted approximately 
500 non-local workers. 
 

UM management asks 
for tunnel upgrade 

The University of Macau’s (UM) 
management has requested the 
tunnel connecting the campus to 
the rest of the city be upgraded, the 
Infrastructure Development Office 
(GDI) announced. In reply to lawmaker 
Agnes Lam’s interpellation about the 
UM tunnel maintenance project, GDI 
said that the tunnel was leaking water 
because of its age. The tunnel is still in 
good condition structurally, however 
UM’s new management has requested 
that the tunnel be upgraded in order to 
improve road conditions. The UM tunnel 
will undergo maintenance and GDI will 
review the overall building structure and 
manage various age-related problems, 
including replacing the expansion joints 
and improving engine room grids. GDI 
will also upgrade fire protection systems, 
surveillance systems, and ventilation 
systems, among others. 

Company buys portable 
apartments for 
non-local workers

A company in Macau has purchased 
376 portable houses to provide 
accommodation for Macau’s non-local 
workers, according to Chinese-language 
media reports. The reports did not disclose 
the name of the company. Furniture for 
the houses was purchased in Foshan. The 
Gongbei customs authority noted that, 
besides the housing units, the company 
also purchased a large number of air 
conditioners, washing machines, beds and 
other items. Since February 20, Macau 
has had a 14-day Zhuhai quarantine policy 
in place for non-local workers wishing to 
enter Macau from mainland China. Before 
the policy came into effect, over 20,000 
non-local workers had moved to Macau 
with their luggage and personal effects, 
hoping to continue their work in the city. 
Over 3,000 non-local workers have been 
living in hotels, with some employers 
providing temporary accommodation for 
their non-local workers.

Two Taiwanese men charged 
for operating phone scam
JULIE ZHU

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
discovered that two men 

from Taiwan living in a residen-
tial unit in northern Macau were 
responsible for a phone scam. 
The two men are 21 and 22 years 
old. 

Inside the residential unit 
was an operations center for the 
phone scam, which had been 
operating since last June. It was 
raided on Wednesday. 

The PJ seized eight GoIP ma-
chines (one GoIP device can 
operate hundreds of mobile 
phone SIM cards at the same 
time), two routers, two fiber op-
tic decoders, two backup power 
supplies, two smart timing so-
ckets, and one SD card. The de-
vices were all operating at the 
time of the PJ’s raid. 

According to the PJ, between 
September 30, 2019 and Fe-
bruary 13, 2020, the phone scam 
operation center made 6,145 
VoIP (Voice over Internet Proto-
col) scam calls on a daily basis 
and sent 313 text messages. 

In each phone call and SMS, 
the scammers pretended to be 

government officials from the 
police, prosecution, or immi-
gration authorities, or other 
government departments from 
both the mainland and Macau, 
or local courts.

The seven people who fell 
victim to the scam were all 
mainland residents and lost in 
total more than 1 million yuan. 
As of Wednesday, the PJ was still 
investigating whether any Ma-
cau residents were scammed. 

The scammers chose to sta-
tion their operation center near 
the border gate because the area 

was close to Zhuhai. The loca-
tion made it easier for the scam-
mers to reach mainland China’s 
telecommunications network, 
which allowed them to operate 
mainland SIM cards and de-
vices outside of the mainland 
territory. 

The two men denied the ac-
cusations of carrying out phone 
scams. 

They entered Macau on Fe-
bruary 25 and checked into a 
hotel near the Triangle Garden 
in the Areia Preta area. That 
same day, one of them entered 

the residential unit which hou-
sed the operation center. On 
February 26, the two men were 
arrested at the Macau Interna-
tional Airport when they were 
about to leave the city. 

The PJ charged them with 
fraud involving large amounts 
of money, and organized crime. 

Last May, police authorities 
from Macau and the mainland 
cracked down on a group ope-
rated by Taiwanese residents 
that also ran phone scams. The 
PJ is still investigating whether 
the two cases are related.

Man accused of 
scamming 12 over face 
masks awaiting trial

Drunk driver 
impersonates 
twin brother 
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Tuition centers, entertainment 
venues to reopen Monday
ANTHONY LAM

T
UITION centers and con-
tinuing education estab-
lishments, along with a se-
ries of entertainment and 

leisure venues, have been allowed 
to resume operations from March 
2 under certain conditions deci-
ded by the Health Bureau (SSM), 
as it was announced at the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center’s daily press briefing 
yesterday.

The resumption of operations by 
entertainment and leisure venues 
was made official by Chief Executi-
ve Ho Iat Seng in an Executive Or-
der published yesterday. 

Entertainment venues have 
been mandatorily suspended since 
February 5. The order came along-
side a temporary suspension of 41 
casinos across the city, which expi-
red on February 20. Unlike casinos, 
entertainment venues have not 
been able to reopen to the public 
since.

Venues that may reopen starting 
March 2 include cinemas, theaters, 
indoor playgrounds and game ar-
cades, snooker and billiards halls, 
saunas, spas, beauty parlors, gyms 
and health clubs, as well as bars and 
karaoke venues.

Yesterday was the 23rd consecu-
tive day without a new infection in 
Macau. Meanwhile, in neighboring 
areas, Guangdong saw its second 
day, Zhuhai its ninth day and Zhon-
gshan its 10th day free from new 
infections.

Yesterday was also Macau’s ei-
ghth day of applying quarantine 

measures to foreign workers trying 
to enter via Zhuhai.

Considering the improving si-
tuation, the SSM has supported the 
conditional resumption of tuition 
centers, continuing education es-
tablishments, as well as entertain-
ment and leisure venues.

Nonetheless, Bureau director Lei 
Chin Ion stressed that precautions 
must still be used while in these fa-
cilities or venues, citing World Heal-
th Organization (WHO) recom-
mendations.

“The WHO Director-General 
has recently pointed out that the 
outbreak is intensifying elsewhe-
re despite relaxing in China, so all 
countries should be prepared for 
a possible major global outbreak,” 
Lei said.

As such, the health regulator 
has issued guidelines for these es-
tablishments, to the effect that all 
people inside these establishments 
must wear masks and these venues 
must not admit anyone with respi-
ratory symptoms.

Furthermore, these venues 
should only house half of their per-
mitted capacity at the most at one 
time. Customers or students must 
be at least one meter apart. Spot 
checks will be conducted by licen-
sing departments to ensure com-
pliance with the guidelines.

The Health Bureau director ad-
mitted that in some cases these 
restrictions will be difficult to im-
plement. “A beautician and a custo-
mer can hardly be one meter apart 
during service,” the director admi-
tted. “But I think this restriction is 
feasible in karaoke venues.”

Despite the reopenings, some 
venues will remain closed for the 
time being, such as sports grounds 
managed by the Sports Bureau (ID) 
and some facilities managed by the 
Cultural Affairs Institute (IC).

When asked why these venues 
would not be reopened, the SSM 
director declined to give a direct 
response, but stressed that the IC 
and the ID would make announce-
ments once a resumption of activi-
ties was possible.

He was also questioned about 
the feasibility of wearing a mask 
during sport or exercise. “Wearing 
a mask will not affect breathing or 
cause breathing difficulties,” the 
director responded. “Medical staff 
can wear masks for more than 10 
hours in stressful situations, such 

as in a surgery.”
He added that even if taking off a 

mask is inevitable, it should only be 
done for a brief period of time.

Next Monday, extracurricular 
education facilities, namely tuition 
centers and continuing education 
venues, will also resume operating. 
Guidelines similar to those for en-
tertainment and leisure venues will 
also apply to extracurricular educa-
tion facilities. Taking body tempe-
ratures and making health declara-
tions upon entry will be enforced at 
the aforementioned venues as well.

As for the reopening of schools, 
the DSEJ director did not give a de-
finite date. However, he hinted it 
might take place in early April, or 
even earlier.

“After constant communica-

tions with schools, we have come 
up with two criteria to determine 
the school resumption date,” Lou 
said. This is the first time the edu-
cation regulator has given specific 
hints about school resumption.

“The criteria are when no new 
infection is seen in both Macau 
and Guangdong for 14 consecuti-
ve days,” Lou stated, “and schools 
are [reopened] in Zhongshan and 
Zhuhai.” Once both criteria are 
met, a resumption date that is two 
weeks away will be announced.

If a new case is confirmed in 
either Macau or Guangdong after 
the resumption announcement 
is made, Lou said the resumption 
would be halted.

The reason behind reopening 
extracurricular education venues 
but not schools, according to the 
education bureau, is that schools 
in Macau hold as many as 80,000 
students.

“It is a much larger population 
[than tuition classes],” Lou said. 
“Not to mention the pressure on 
transportation and other commu-
nity facilities [when school resu-
mes].”

Apart from the above, Lou said 
extracurricular education is volun-
tary, as opposed to foundational 
education being compulsory.

Graduating high school stu-
dents should not worry too much, 
Lou said, as university admission 
exams have been postponed. More 
importantly, “everyone is now on 
the same starting line,” the educa-
tion chief stated.

Kindergarten admission inter-
views have also been postponed to 
early April. Lou said the feedback 
from kindergartens show that fur-
ther postponement, although not 
desired, is feasible.

Lou emphasized that the DSEJ 
will not require schools to make up 
for the suspension period. Howe-
ver, schools have the discretion 
to extend lectures daily, weekly or 
into July. August must be conside-
red holiday for students.

Since he was not overseeing hi-
gher education, Lou stressed that 
he was not in a position to make 
comments about it, so the dates 
for university resumption are still 
unknown.

Another patient recovers from 
Covid-19, but still in quarantine

EIGHT out of 10 patients in Macau confirmed to 
have Covid-19 have now recovered, with the la-

test case being discharged from the Conde de São 
Januário Hospital (CHCSJ) yesterday. 

However, considering that elsewhere there have 
been cases where the recovered patient was found 
positive in follow-up RNA tests after being dischar-
ged from the hospital, the SSM have decided to put 
the 56-year-old recovered hotel shuttle bus driver 
under “recovery quarantine.”

Dr. Lo Iek Long, medical director of CHCSJ, told 
yesterday’s press conference, “the recovered [pa-
tient] is now in our facility in Coloane. He will be 
regularly tested for the virus.” 

Lo stressed that the quarantine is a precautio-

nary measure conducted to lower the risks po-
sed to the community. The hospital doctor did 
not clarify how long the recovered patient will be 
in quarantine, but stressed that he should not be 
discriminated against after he returns to his nei-
ghborhood.

The patient’s treatment will be free-of-charge, 
pursuant to the Contagious Disease Prevention 
and Treatment Law, which stipulates the benefit 
for Macau residents.

His first respiratory symptoms developed on 
January 26, the day following his same-day trip to 
mainland China. He was diagnosed with Covid-19 
and admitted to CHCSJ on February 4. He was hos-
pitalized for 24 days. AL
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THE security authority is open to discussing the 
possibility of its personnel operating on a similar 

schedule to that of ordinary civil servants. 
In response to lawmaker Sulu Sou’s interpellation 

regarding security force’s staff benefits, the chief of 
the Office of the Secretary for Security, Cheong Ioc 
Ieng, indicated possibilities for a discussion about 
letting security force workers work the same number 
of hours and same shift arrangements as ordinary 
civil servants, as well as similar overtime working 
hours. 

However, Cheong pointed out that if there are any 
amendments, they should not negatively impact the 
ordinary operation of the security force.

In 2018, an amendment to the system for Macau’s 
public administration workers proposed four types 
of holiday compensation, in addition to compensa-
tion for four types of working schedules: ordinary, 
flexible, special and shift work 

However, due to the fact that the security autho-
rity’s services are always in demand, security force 
workers were not included in the compensation 
amendment proposal. 

According to the city’s administration order, mi-
litary-trained workers, including customs officers, 
prison officers, and Judiciary Police officers will not 
receive extra compensation for working on a public 
holiday, because they are already entitled to a charge 
for compensation for overtime work. JZ
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Philippine gov’t to decide on 
repatriating nationals in the SAR
THE Philippine govern-

ment will soon decide 
on whether to repatriate 
its nationals from Macau. 
Several stranded Filipinos 
in Macau have been calling 
on the Philippine govern-
ment’s assistance since fli-
ghts were first canceled due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak.

Philippine authorities 
have now said that they are 
mulling the repatriation of 
at least 210 Filipinos who 
want to return to the Phili-
ppines, following the suc-
cessful repatriation of 30 
Filipinos from Wuhan, the 
epicenter of the new virus.

“We are aware of the 
possibility that some of our 
countrymen in Macau want 
to be repatriated,” said Ca-

binet Secretary Karlo No-
grales, as cited by Philippi-
ne media outlets.

“It started with 210 but 
now [the numbers] are in-
creasing. Maybe […] we can 
have a clearer assessment 
of the number that signi-
fies those that want to be 
repatriated,” said Nograles, 
who is also an ex-officio 
member of the Inter-Agen-
cy Task Force on Emerging 
Infectious Diseases. 

The meeting was repor-
tedly held yesterday, but no 
update was given by press 
time.

Additionally, Filipino 
nationals who now wish to 
enter Macau face strict tra-
vel restrictions. Only those 
who work in Macau or are 

permanent residents of the 
SAR are allowed to leave the 
country for Macau. 

Currently, there are still 
no flights connecting Ma-
nila to Macau as Philippine 
Airlines, Cebu Pacific Air 
and AirAsia, the three air-
lines running the routes, 
have not yet resumed ope-
rations.

Last week, over 100 Fi-
lipinos opted to fly back 
home via Taiwan as repa-
triation efforts by local mi-
grant groups and the Phili-
ppine Consulate General in 
Macau did not work out.

Some also chose to take 
the Hong Kong route to go 
back home.

A note issued by the con-
sulate said it was notified 

that discussions with the 
airlines about the chartered 
flight “met a setback [due 
to] concerns by airlines re-
garding quarantine proce-
dures for their flight crew.”

Earlier, a group of 134 
Filipinos sent the govern-
ment a petition requesting 
a chartered flight back to 
Manila. Among them were 
pregnant women, elderly 
people and people with in-
fants.

These Filipino nationals 
are mostly tourists stran-
ded in the SAR in the wake 
of the Philippine govern-
ment’s decision to restrict 
travel between the Philippi-
nes and China and its SARs 
after news of the Covid-19 
epidemic surfaced. LV

FDCT receives 74 proposals related to combating Covid-19

THE Science and Tech-
nology Development 

Fund (FDCT) received a 
total of 74 project applica-
tions from various institu-
tions and enterprises after 
it called for research propo-
sals related to the Covid-19 
outbreak. 

The call focused on areas 
relating to Covid-19 detec-
tion, disease prevention, 
drug development, preven-
tion and control mechanis-
ms for sudden infectious di-
seases, and post-epidemic 
social recovery, as well as 
other research areas related 
to the epidemic.

In just 10 days, the bu-
reau received 54 university 

projects, 16 science and 
technology enterprise pro-
jects, one science and tech-
nology community project 
and three individual pro-
jects.

The FDCT said in a state-
ment that it has immediate-
ly organized and arranged 
for the projects to undergo 
assessment by experts.

According to the note, 42 

of the projects focus on the 
detection, prevention and 
treatment of Covid-19, as 
well as drug research and 
development. These were 
entrusted to the National 
Clinical Research Center for 
Respiratory Diseases at the 
Guangzhou Institute of Res-
piratory Health for review.

Thirty-two of the pro-
jects mainly focus on the 
prevention and control of 
sudden infectious diseases, 
and post-epidemic social 
recovery.

The bureau pledged that 
it would continue to coor-
dinate the different groups 
involved, obtain opinions 
from professional experts, 

and approve the projects as 
soon as possible. 

“We hope that the re-
search can be carried out 
soon, obtain positive resear-
ch results, and will stren-
gthen the prevention and 
control of new and emer-
ging infectious diseases in 
Macau,” the FDCT said.

The call for research pro-
posals related to Covid-19 
was open to universities, re-
search institutions, science 
and technology enterprises, 
and scientific researchers, 
with submissions accepted 
from February 10 to Fe-
bruary 20.

The objective of the call 
was to boost the effective 

response of Macau to the 
recent outbreak of the virus.

“It is essential to stren-
gthen the prevention and 
control to new and emer-
ging infectious diseases 
with strong scientific and 
technological support for 
epidemic prevention and 
control,” the FDCT re-
marked.

The amount granted to 
each application will not 
exceed 500,000 patacas, 
and the duration of each 
project should not exceed 
one year.

The FDCT is set to review 
the proposals according to 
the Financial Aid Grant Re-
gulation. LV
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nd the world said 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s speech on Sun-
day has demonstrated 
the country’s governance 
capacity and social sys-
tem strength in its fight 
against the COVID-19.

In his speech, Xi, also 
general secretary of the 
Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) Central Com-
mittee and chairman 
of the Central Military 
Commission, stressed 
unremitting efforts in the 
prevention and control of 
the novel coronavirus di-
sease and coordination in 
advancing economic and 
social development.

Under the leadership 
of the CPC, China has 
pooled its resources to the 
maximum in the shortest 
time to combat the virus, 
showcasing advantages 
of its social system, said 
Russian political analyst 
Victor Porozhenko.

Nina Ivanova, chairwo-
man of the Belarusian So-
ciety of Friendship and 
Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries, said 
the progress China has 
made in the fight against 
COVID-19 proved that 
the decisions and mea-
sures adopted by the CPC 
Central Committee are 
“accurate and effective.”

She noted that China is 
strengthening measures 
to stabilize its economy 
and adjusting policies, 
which will release huge 
development potential 
and inject strong impetus 
into the country’s effor-
ts to achieve economic 
and social development 
goals.

The Chinese gover-
nment has taken swift 
and forceful measures 
to prevent the epidemic 
from spreading, actively 
carried out international 
cooperation in the re-
search and development 
of anti-virus medicine 
and vaccine, and conti-
nued to adjust its policies 
to explore economic dri-

ving force, said Eduardo 
Regalado, researcher at 
Cuba’s Center for Inter-
national Policy.

Regalado said he be-
lieves that China will 
continue to give full play 
to its advantages in po-
litical leadership and 
allocate its resources to 
eliminate the epidemic 
as early as possible and 
to minimize the negative 
impact on the economy.

Pui Jeng Leong, a me-
dia veteran in Brunei, 
said China’s firm mea-
sures in combating the 
COVID-19 have shown 
“openness,” “transparen-
cy” and “a highly respon-
sible attitude.”

Despite some distur-
bance brought by the 
epidemic, the observer 
said he believes that Chi-
na can do a good job in 
the overall planning of 
epidemic prevention and 
socio-economic deve-
lopment, as “the broad 
Chinese market is highly 
resilient” and “the na-
tionwide system to com-
bat the COVID-19 has 
great advantages.”

Ismatulla Bekmura-
tov, a professor of the 
Tashkent State Institu-
te of Oriental Studies 
in Uzbekistan, said Xi’s 
speech comprehensively 
reviewed the measures 
taken by China since the 
novel coronavirus ou-
tbreak, and put forward 
clear guidance for the 
next steps on epidemic 
control and advancing 
economic and social de-
velopment.

These practical ac-
tions demonstrated the 
CPC’s principle of ser-
ving the people who-
leheartedly, Bekmuratov 
said, adding that China’s 
resolute and forceful 
measures to combat the 
virus have once again 
proved that the strength 
of China’s social system 
is an essential factor for 
the country to overcome 
all difficulties including 
the epidemic. XINHUA

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

SMALL, mostly private com-
panies that are the engine 

of China’s economy are back to 
operating at one-third of normal 
levels after anti-virus controls 
shut factories, shops and restau-
rants, regulators said yesterday, 
and they promised more low-cost 
loans and other aid.

The ruling Communist Part has 
ordered areas that are at lower 
disease risk to revive manufac-
turing and other businesses that 
have been shut for a month. That 
comes at a time when outbreaks 
in South Korea, Italy and Iran are 
leading to travel bans and other 
controls abroad.

At a news conference, officials 
expressed confidence China’s 18 
million small and medium-size 
enterprises are recovering qui-
ckly. The category includes most 
of the privately owned restau-
rants, factories, stores and other 
companies that generate its new 
jobs and wealth.

Activity overall is back to 33% 
of normal levels, while manu-
facturing reached 43%, said an 
official of the Cabinet’s planning 
agency, Zhang Kejian, at a news 
conference. He said activity was 

increasing by about 1% per day.
Beijing imposed the most swee-

ping anti-disease controls ever 
attempted after the virus emer-
ged in the central city of Wuhan in 
December.

Most access to Wuhan was sus-
pended Jan. 23. The Lunar New 
Year holiday was extended to 
keep factories and offices closed. 
Restaurants and cinemas were 
shuttered and the government 
told millions of people to stay at 
home. It is unclear how many mi-
ght have close for good, unable to 
pay rent and other expenses wi-
thout revenue.

“Many companies want to resu-
me work as soon as possible,” said 
Zhang. “But they also worry about 
risks due to the spread of the epi-
demic. There is a dilemma.”

Forecasters say automakers 
and other manufacturers won’t 
return to normal production un-
til at least mid-March. Auto and 
other sales are expected to rebou-
nd, but tourism and other service 
industries might not be able to re-
cover lost sales.

Beijing has promised tax 
breaks and low-interest loans. 
Economists caution that aid alo-
ne won’t solve all their problems 
because travel curbs and other 

controls still in place have disrup-
ted shipments of goods and kept 
employees from getting back to 
work.

Global automakers are reope-
ning factories but say the pace 
will depend on how quickly they 
can get components. 

Other officials earlier gave hi-
gher operating levels of up to 70% 
for steel mills and manufacturing 
in export-oriented coastal areas. 
That reflected the gap between 
more prosperous state industry 
and coastal provinces and com-
panies in lower-income regions.

Many factories in Hubei, the 
inland province where Wuhan is 
located, are still closed. Wuhan, a 
city of 11 million people, is a cen-
ter for automakers and suppliers 
of components for smartphones 
and other products. 

The government said earlier 
more than 1,000 companies have 
received low-interest loans from 
a 300 billion yuan ($42 billion) re-
covery fund set up by the central 
bank. 

Banks that have lent as much as 
they are allowed will be helped to 
replenish their capital to “further 
promote the development of the 
real economy,” said a central bank 
vice president, Liu Guoqiang. AP

XINHUA ANALYSIS

China’s governance 
capacity, system 
strength 
highlighted by 
int’l observers

Officials: Chinese 
industry recovering, 
more aid coming
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Saudi Arabia halts pilgrimages over virus; Iran cases spike
JON GAMBRELL, DUBAI

SAUDI Arabia yesterday 
banned foreign pilgrims 

from entering the kingdom 
to visit Islam’s holiest sites 
over the new coronavirus, 
potentially disrupting the 
plans of millions of faithful 
ahead of the holy fasting 
month of Ramadan and as 
the annual hajj pilgrimage 
looms.

The decision showed the 
growing worry across the 
Mideast about the virus as 
Iran’s confirmed that infec-
ted cases spiked by over 100, 
to 254 now. A total of 26 peo-

ple have died so far, it said. 
That pushes the region’s ove-
rall cases to above 350. Iran’s 
death toll is highest outside 
of China where the outbreak 
began.

Saudi Arabia’s barring of 
pilgrims from Mecca, home 
to the cube-shaped Kaaba 
that the world’s 1.8 billion 
Muslims pray toward five 
times a day, and Medina 
appeared unprecedented in 
modern history. The king-
dom’s Al Saud ruling family 
stakes their legitimacy in 
overseeing and protecting 
the sites. Authorities also 
suspended entry to travelers 

from nations affected by the 
new virus who hold tourist 
visas for the kingdom. 

It appeared Saudi officials 
worried about the risk of pil-
grims spreading the virus as 
they had in Iran. The virus’ 
epicenter in the Islamic Re-
public is the holy Shiite city 
of Qom, where the faithful 
in reverence reach out to kiss 
and touch a famous shrine. 
That shrine and others have 
remained open, despite 
Iran’s civilian government 
calling for them to be closed.

The tiny, oil-rich nation of 
Kuwait announced a sudden 
jump to 43 cases from 26 on 

Thursday as well, all linked 
to travelers who recently 
came from Iran. There have 
been no confirmed cases of 
the new coronavirus in Sau-
di Arabia amid the outbreak.

“Saudi Arabia renews its 
support for all international 
measures to limit the spread 
of this virus, and urges its 
citizens to exercise caution 
before traveling to countries 
experiencing coronavirus 
outbreaks,” the Saudi Fo-
reign Ministry said in a state-
ment announcing the deci-
sion. “We ask God Almighty 
to spare all humanity from 
all harm.” AP

A
S the worst-hit areas of 
Asia continued to stru-
ggle with a viral epi-
demic, with hundreds 

more cases reported yesterday in 
South Korea and China, worries 
about infection and containment 
spread across the globe. 

For the first time, the corona-
virus has caused more new ca-
ses outside China, the epicenter 
of the outbreak, than inside the 
country. With Brazil on Wednes-
day confirming Latin America’s 
first case, the virus has reached 
every continent but Antarctica.

As the epidemic expanded geo-
graphically, worries about the CO-
VID-19 illness multiplied.

“The sudden increases of ca-
ses in Italy, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the Republic of Korea 
are deeply concerning,” WHO di-
rector-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said.

Though the virus has pushed 
into countries both rich and poor, 
its arrival in places with little abili-
ty to detect, respond and contain 
it brought worry that it could run 
rampant there and spread easily 
elsewhere.

Major gatherings have been 
eyed warily, with schools closing, 
churches moving services onli-
ne, food deliveries booming and 
many business conferences and 
sporting events canceled. The 
Summer Olympics begin July 24 
in Tokyo, and Japan’s top govern-
ment spokesman said Olympics 
preparations would proceed and 
the games would go on as plan-
ned.

South Korea reported 505 
more cases yesterday, bringing 
its total to 1,766. Most of the new 
cases were in the country’s four-
th-biggest city, Daegu, where the 
outbreak has hit hardest and the 
national government has mobili-
zed public health tools to help the 
region’s overwhelmed medical 
system.

The South Korean and U.S. 
militaries postponed their an-
nual joint drills out of concerns 
over a viral outbreak that has in-
fected soldiers in both countries’ 

armed forces, put many troops 
in quarantine and closed base 
facilities. Twenty South Korean 
soldiers and one American servi-
ce member in South Korea have 
tested positive for the new coro-
navirus. South Korea has already 
suspended some unilateral field 
training, and the U.S. military 
was urging its personnel to avoid 
handshakes and large gatherings 
if possible. 

But there are signs the virus is 
spreading further in South Korea, 
with 56 cases reported so far in 
the capital, Seoul, and 61 in the 
second-largest city, Busan. The 
country also confirmed its 13th 
death; most of them are still in 
and near Daegu.

China reported 433 new cases 
along with 29 additional deaths. 
Yesterday’s updates bring main-
land China’s totals to 78,497 cases, 
and 2,744 deaths. 

Of the new cases, 383 were in 
the epicenter of the city of Wuhan, 

where the virus first emerged in 
December. Wuhan also accoun-
ted for 19 of the new deaths.

South Korea followed China in 
expressing dismay at travel res-
trictions imposed by other coun-
tries.

About 40 nations and regions 
so far have prohibited or restric-
ted South Korean visitors, accor-
ding to Lee Tae-ho, Seoul’s second 
vice minister of foreign affairs, 
who described such moves as ex-
cessive and said his government 
has been effectively utilizing its 
“world-best quarantine capabili-
ties.”

But calls have grown inside 
South Korea for expanding its own 
entry ban, which currently covers 
only visitors from China’s Hubei 
province, where Wuhan is the ca-
pital.

China has put Wuhan and 
nearby cities on lock down, many 
airlines have reduced Chinese 
flights, and many places have 

increased monitoring of arrivals 
from China, all resulting in far few 
Chinese arrivals around the globe. 
Lee said the inflow of Chinese into 
South Korea has been reduced by 
more than 80%. 

In Europe, an expanding clus-
ter of more than 440 cases in nor-
thern Italy was eyed as a source 
for transmissions. In the Middle 
East, blame was directed at Iran, 
which had 19 deaths, the highest 
toll outside China. Saudi Arabia 
said yesterday it would ban tou-
rists from places with confirmed 
outbreaks, including pilgrims co-
ming for the Umrah or to visit the 
Prophet’s Mosque in Medina.

Shortly after Trump spoke 
about U.S. efforts on the virus, 
health officials identified what 
could be the first community 
spread U.S. case. The patient in 
California was not known to have 
traveled to a country with an ou-
tbreak or had ties to a known pa-
tient. Most of the previously con-

firmed U.S. cases had traveled to 
China, were evacuated from the 
virus-stricken Diamond Princess 
cruise ship, or were family mem-
bers of those cases.

In South Korea, the largest 
cluster of infections was connec-
ted to a Daegu branch of the Shin-
cheonji Church of Jesus. Health 
workers have finished testing 
1,300 churchgoers who have exhi-
bited symptoms, said Kim Gan-
g-lip, South Korea’s vice health 
minister. 

The church gave a list of its 
212,000 members nationwide 
to government authorities, who 
plan to widen screening. 

After many countries restricted 
travel from China to try to pre-
vent the illness from spreading, 
China itself is now heavily regu-
lating arrivals from abroad. State 
broadcaster CCTV reported South 
Koreans were being monitored 
after Chinese authorities detected 
fevers in five arrivals. AP

Muslim pilgrims circumambulate around the Kaaba during the minor 
pilgrimage this week, known as Umrah in the Muslim holy city of Mecca

Hardest-hit China, South Korea 
count 938 new virus cases 
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The Swedish prime minister has died after being shot 
in a street ambush in central Stockholm. His wife was 
wounded.

 Olof and Lisbeth Palme were attacked as they were 
leaving a cinema at about 2330 local time. Mr Palme was 
shot twice in the stomach, his wife was shot in the back.

Police say a taxi-driver used his mobile radio to raise 
the alarm. Two young girls sitting in a car close to the 
scene of the shooting tried to help the Prime Minister.

He was rushed to hospital but was dead on arrival. Mrs 
Palme is being treated for her injury, but it is not thought 
to be life threatening.

Mr Palme, 59, and a social democrat, was serving his 
second term as leader. He believed in open government 
and shunned tight security.

He had two bodyguards to protect him on official func-
tions but frequently walked unattended through the 
Swedish capital and went on holidays unescorted to his 
summer cottage on the island of Gotland.

His assassination will come as a shock to the Swedes. 
They have always taken great pride in the fact their prime 
minister could walk openly in the streets without the se-
curity which accompanies other heads of state.

Mr Palme will be remembered as a campaigner for the 
working classes and Third World causes. He was first 
elected as prime minister in 1969.

He became a leading advocate of peace and non vio-
lence and campaigned for an end to the war in Vietnam.

He saw himself carrying the banner of Social Demo-
cracy through Europe at a time when the Right was only 
temporarily in triumph.

He once said: “I know that the Thatchers and the Rea-
gans will be out in a few years. We have to survive till 
then.”

Courtesy BBC News

1986 SwediSh prime miniSter 
               aSSaSSinated

In context

Olof Palme’s deputy Ingvar Carlsson was chosen to succeed 
him as Social Democratic party leader.
At the time of his death, Mr Palme had been accused of being 
pro-Soviet and not safeguarding Sweden’s interests. Arrange-
ments had been made for a trip to Moscow to discuss Soviet 
submarine incursions into Swedish waters.
A drug addict and social outcast, Christer Pettersson, 42, was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder in July 1989.
The verdict immediately became controversial as the court’s 
two judges voted for acquittal but six lay assessors disagreed.
In October 1989, Pettersson was cleared. Although several wit-
nesses thought they could place him at the scene of the crime, 
no motive was ever found for the killing.
Pettersson died in September 2004. He was reported to have 
confessed to the killing before his death.
The investigation into Olof Palme’s death remains open.
In November 2006 police recovered a Smith and Wesson re-
volver believed to have been used in the murder. It was found in 
a lake in central Sweden.

this day in history

COVID-19

US identifies first coronavirus 
case without outbreak ties
U

.S. health autho-
rities said they’ve 
identified the 
first case of co-

ronavirus that doesn’t have 
known ties to an existing 
outbreak, a worrying signal 
that the virus is circulating 
in the U.S. despite reassu-
rances from the Trump ad-
ministration that it’s contai-
ned.

The hospital where the 
patient is being treated in 
California described one of 
the more serious cases of 
infection seen so far in the 
U.S., according a report in 
a local newspaper, with the 
patient arriving after being 
intubated and put on a ven-
tilator.

The U.S. Centers for Di-
sease Control and Preven-
tion said the patient doesn’t 
appear to have traveled to 
China or been exposed to 
another known case of the 
coronavirus. Health autho-
rities are increasingly con-
cerned about what’s known 
as community spread, whe-
re the virus begins circula-
ting freely among people 
outside of quarantines or 
known contacts with other 
patients.

“At this time, the patient’s 
exposure is unknown,” the 
CDC said in a statement. 
“It’s possible this could be 
an instance of community 
spread of Covid-19, which 
would be the first time this 
has happened in the United 
States.” Covid-19 is the te-
chnical name for the disease 
caused by the virus.

The CDC said the case 

was picked up by doctors 
in California, and that the 
patient may have been in-
fected by a traveler who 
brought in the disease. It di-
dn’t give more information 
on the patient’s status. The 
new case brings the total of 
known infections in the U.S. 
to 15, not counting repatria-
ted Americans.

PATIENT’S CONDITION
The patient is now being 

treated at UC Davis Medical 
Center after being transfer-
red from another hospital 
on Feb. 19, according to the 
Davis Enterprise newspa-
per, citing a letter from hos-
pital officials. The hospital 
said the patient had arrived 
having been intubated, on a 
ventilator, and with an unk-
nown illness.

It took four days for the 
patient to be tested for the 
coronavirus by the CDC, 
according to the letter, be-
cause the patient didn’t fit 
the initial criteria of a likely 
patient. The CDC confir-
med the diagnosis yesterday 
[Macau time], according to 
the report.

The hospital said it is 
“committed to saving this 
patient’s life,” and has put in 
place upgraded precautions 
for staff that weren’t initially 
used when the patient arri-
ved. “We believe there has 
been minimal potential for 
exposure here,” the hospital 
said in the letter cited by the 
Davis Enterprise, but it will 
ask several workers to stay at 
home in self-isolation.

The California Depart-

ment of Public Health said 
the patient is a resident of 
Solano County, an area be-
tween San Francisco and Sa-
cramento. The patient didn’t 
have a close contact with a 
known case or a travel his-
tory to China, the state said, 
a sign that health workers 
are examining the patient’s 
history to try and find out 
how they may have caught 
the virus and whether other 
people may be infected wi-
thout knowing it.

“We have been anticipa-
ting the potential for such a 
case in the U.S., and given 
our close familial, social and 
business relationships with 
China, it is not unexpected 
that the first case in the U.S. 
would be in California,” So-
nia Angell, the director of 
the California Department 
of Public Health, said in a 
statement. The state said 
the risk to the general public 
remains low.

TRUMP PRESS 
CONFERENCE

The announcement 
came minutes after Presi-
dent Donald Trump finished 
a news conference descri-
bing the virus as largely con-
tained.

“Because of all we’ve 
done the risk to the Ame-
rican people remains very 
low,” Trump said Wednes-
day at the White House. 
Markets have been roiled 
by increasing concerns that 
an outbreak that began in 
China, infecting more than 
75,000 people there and 
killing over 2,700, has sli-

pped through global efforts 
to contain it and is now pro-
pagating around the world.

“Whatever happens we’re 
totally prepared,” Trump 
said yesterday [Macau 
time], adding later: “There’s 
a chance it could get worse; 
there’s a chance it could get 
fairly substantially worse, 
but nothing’s inevitable.”

The new case in the U.S. 
may upend that hope. 

Trump was informed 
of the new case before the 
press conference and the 
CDC announcement, and 
was told that it was appa-
rently not linked to other 
outbreaks, according to 
people familiar with the 
matter. But because he di-
dn’t yet have the full details, 
he made only a passing refe-
rence at the press briefing.

The expansion of ou-
tbreaks to Italy, South Ko-
rea and Japan has made the 
spread of the virus to the 
U.S. more likely, brought in 
by people traveling to and 
from those countries.

“The chances that there 
will be more importation of 
the virus into the U.S. has 
increased in a noteworthy 
way,” said William Schaff-
ner, a professor of preventi-
ve medicine and infectious 
diseases at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity School of Medicine. 
“With the virus spreading 
in those countries, that 
just means there are more 
opportunities for the virus 
- which doesn’t need a pass-
port - to get onto those pla-
nes and come to the United 
States.” MDT/BLOOMBERG
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Pond organism; 5- High-pitched tone; 9- Wagon; 13- Washer cycle; 

15- Lhasa ___; 16- Neighborhood; 17- Springs; 18- Barbie, e.g.; 19- Drum sound; 
20- Unsafe?; 21- Duds; 23- Sardonic; 25- Super; 26- Right-leaning?; 27- Fin; 30- 
Tear; 31- Vows; 32- Undiplomatic; 37- ___ want for Christmas...; 38- Peaks of Peru; 
40- Quickly, quickly; 41- Republic in the Indian Ocean; 43- Unconventional; 44- Born, 
in France; 45- Makeshift solution; 47- On deck, perhaps; 50- To ___ (perfectly); 51- 
Expects confidently; 52- Somewhat; 53- Posed; 56- Ethereal: Prefix; 57- Emilia’s 
husband; 59- Orchard; 61- Capri, for one; 62- Store sign; 63- Beast of Borden; 64- 
Interstellar dist.; 65- Capone foe; 66- Back talk;
 
DOWN: 1- He sang about Alice; 2- Stead; 3- Midge; 4- Snake; 5- Burrowing, 
carnivorous mammal; 6- Epic narrative poem; 7- Alien’s subj.; 8- What senators 
play?; 9- Christmas song; 10- Rice-___; 11- Piece of history; 12- Apply powder to 
oneself; 14- Bars legally; 22- Washington 
bill; 24- Deeply moved; 25- Plant louse; 
26- Dies ___; 27- Froth; 28- In ___ land; 
29- ___ never work!; 32- NFL scores; 33- 
Diploma word; 34- This, in Tijuana; 35- 
Dress often worn by Hindu women; 36- 
Raced; 38- Distaste; 39- Require; 42- ___ 
the finish; 43- Nervous; 45- Conductors’ 
rods; 46- Loss leader?; 47- Give it ___!; 48- 
Big and strong; 49- Bendable twig, usually 
of a willow tree; 51- Follow; 52- Aeons; 
53- Cubs slugger Sammy; 54- Thrifty 
competitor; 55- Driving aids; 58- Copycat; 
60- Literary monogram;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A special relationship is growing 
a little bit more tense, but these 
are normal growing pains you’re 
experiencing, not signs that 
trouble is brewing between you 
two.

Apr. 20-May. 20
There are times that you should 
be conservative and take things 
nice and slow, and then there are 
times you should throw all caution 
to the wind and just go for it! 
Guess what time it is today?

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Step up and play peacemaker 
between the warring co-workers or 
friends around you. You may be the 
only person who can let cooler heads 
prevail. Suggest they see things from 
the opposite person’s point of  view.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Perfection doesn’t exist. Even 
those perfect-looking celebrities 
you see in photos have been 
airbrushed by professionals! You 
need to stop holding yourself  to 
such impossibly high standards.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Their insightful intelligence is 
greater than their communication 
skills, so be patient and be 
prepared to ask a lot of  questions 
to clarify what they’re talking 
about. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Not everyone can be as open-
minded as you usually are, and 
that fact might frustrate you today. 
There could be a person near you 
who makes a comment that you 
find disappointing, to say the least.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
From dealing with something as 
minor as a broken zipper to handling 
something as major as work fallout 
from a missed deadline, you will 
master every little (unpleasant) 
surprise that comes your way.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This person could be anyone - a 
family member, friend, or even a 
stranger. Your task is to stay present 
in the moment and be ready to 
gain inspiration from someone 
else’s remarkable transformation.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
One car cutting you off might 
make you a few minutes late for 
work, but one person holding the 
elevator door could put you face-
to-face with the person of  your 
dreams for seven floors.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to embrace the little 
fires that erupt throughout 
your day because they offer 
you some great opportunities 
to show what you’re really 
made of.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your imagination, dreams, 
and fantasies are offering you 
some amazing insights into the 
questions you’ve been asking 
yourself, and they could confirm 
a few suspicions. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Little changes in your life can 
create bigger and more inspiring 
changes down the road, so don’t 
be afraid of  them. Once the ball 
gets rolling, you can ride it to 
some amazing adventures.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Sands China donates 
MOP1.65 million to 33 
elderly and rehab centers

Casino operator Sands China is dona-
ting MOP1.65 million to 33 elderly centers 
and rehabilitation centers identified by 
the Social Welfare Bureau to assist them 
in taking measures to combat the spread 
of the novel coronavirus and to safeguard 
the health of their over 3,100 service 
users.

Each of the 33 beneficiaries – govern-
ment-funded and private elderly homes 
and rehabilitation centers – will receive 
50,000 patacas that will be used for clea-
ning and sanitizing the centers and for 
purchasing hygiene products for additio-
nal preventive measures.

“As Macau works to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, Sands China is pleased 
to be able to use our coronavirus relief 
fund to assist Macau’s elderly homes and 
rehabilitation centers in keeping their resi-
dents and service users safe and healthy,” 
said Dr. Wilfred Wong, president of Sands 
China Ltd. 

“We are grateful to the Social Welfare 
Bureau for their efficient coordination, 
assistance and support, and we hope all 
in Macau will continue working together to 
keep the city safe during this trying time, 
under the guidance of the government’s 
virus prevention efforts.”

Sands China’s donation is part of the 
company’s pledge to donate MOP5 
million toward Macau’s novel coronavirus 
relief effort, and is part of Sands Cares, the 
global corporate citizenship program of 
parent company Las Vegas Sands Corp.

Euro hopeful flags laundering 
concern in wide banking probe
ANDRA TIMU 
& IRINA VILCU

ROMANIA’S central bank 
has launched a probe over 

alleged money laundering af-
ter questionable transactions 
at half of the euro aspirant’s 
commercial lenders raised 
suspicions from outside the 
country.

The central bank is che-
cking as many as 17 lenders - 
half of the banking sector - that 
have opened personal and 
corporate accounts containing 
transactions that can’t be ex-
plained or “raise the suspicion 
of illegality,” said Nicolae Cin-
teza, the head of the bank’s 
supervision department, in a 
phone interview yesterday. He 
didn’t identify which banks are 
included in the probe.

“We’ve received some war-
nings from abroad and after 
a routine check we discove-
red some suspect accounts 
at more banks,” Cinteza said. 
“The investigation started last 
year and it’s a pretty complica-
ted process, so we don’t know 
how long it will take to finalize 

it. It’s too early to talk about 
potential sanctions.”

Romania is following other 
European Union countries in 
boosting efforts to tackle mo-
ney laundering as it strives to 
adopt the euro later this deca-
de and the EU cracks down on 
money laundering with new 
regulation. Scandals have roi-
led some member states, such 
as Latvia and Estonia, and 
banks including Danske Bank 

over the past years, making 
the road to the single curren-
cy more difficult among the 
newest EU members in the 
south.

Bulgaria, which lies to the 
south of Romania, put off a 
key step in its bid to adopt the 
euro, saying it will advance on 
the project only if assured that 
banks are ready and there is 
consensus among the public.

As another example of the 

difficulties euro aspirants 
face in regulating their banks, 
Croatia’s central bank last 
month criticized an attempt 
by a local unit of Raiffeisen 
Bank International AG to hire 
a PR agency to pressure the 
country’s courts.

Croatia still hopes to join 
the ERM-2, the pre-adoption 
waiting room, by midyear and 
the eurozone by 2023.

Cinteza said one of the 
banks in Romania was invol-
ved in the scandal surroun-
ding Danske Bank, but the cur-
rent investigation is separate. 
Prosecutors from the anti-or-
ganized crime and terrorism 
unit are also looking into the 
matter, he said.

The Romanian banking 
association declined to com-
ment when contacted by 
Bloomberg.

“If we find out that the 
banks were knowingly invol-
ved in the transactions, then 
it’s a criminal matter. If not, 
it’s a matter of banking super-
vision and we’ll be the ones 
applying potential sanctions,” 
Cinteza said. BLOOMBERG
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TALES AZZONI, MADRID

REAL MADRID 1, MAN CITY 2

W
ITH two late goals 
in five minutes, 
Manchester City 
turned the tables 

on Real Madrid and boosted its 
chances of finally winning an elu-
sive Champions League title while 
it can. 

Gabriel Jesus scored an equali-
zer in the 78th minute and Kevin 
De Bruyne netter an 83rd-minute 
winner from the penalty spot as 
Man City came from behind for a 
2-1 win over Madrid in the first leg 
of the last 16 at the Santiago Ber-
nabéu Stadium  yesterday [Macau 
time].

“It’s a great satisfaction to be 
able to win at the Bernabéu,” Man 
City coach Pep Guardiola said. 
“We are not used to these types of 
results. It shows that we can go to 
any stadium and win.”

City is likely playing in its last 
Champions League before ha-
ving to serve a two-year UEFA ban 
from European competitions for 
breaching financial regulations 
and failing to cooperate with in-
vestigators. The club has yet to 
win a Champions League title 
despite the heavy spending that 
helped it win two straight Premier 
League crowns under Guardiola, 
and was eliminated by Tottenham 
in last year’s quarterfinals.

Francisco “Isco” Alarcón ope-

ned the scoring in the 60th for 
Madrid, which played the final 
minutes without defender Sergio 
Ramos after he was shown a strai-
ght red card for a foul to stop an 
86th-minute breakaway by Jesus. 

“Those last 10 minutes chan-
ged the game,” Madrid coach Zi-
nedine Zidane said. “We played a 
good match, it hurts to see those 
mistakes in the end. We didn’t de-
serve that, but in football you have 

to be fully focused for the entire 90 
minutes.”

The return match in England 
will be on March 17.

“Happy for the victory, of cou-
rse, but for the performance as 
well,” Guardiola said. “They star-
ted really well in the first 15 mi-
nutes, but after these 15 minutes 
we played really good. But it’s still 
not over. If there is one team in the 
world that can overcome this, it’s 

this club [Real Madrid].” 
Guardiola’s team was the most 

dangerous team throughout the 
match but couldn’t get past Ma-
drid goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois 
until Jesus’ close-range header. 
The Brazilian forward, a surprise 
starter over Sterling and Sergio 
Aguero, jumped behind Ramos 
to meet a well-placed cross by De 
Bruyne.

Sterling, back in action after 

nursing a muscle injury, made a 
crucial impact after coming off 
the bench by setting up the penal-
ty that De Bruyne calmly conver-
ted past Courtois. 

Madrid struggled to get clear 
chances but took the lead after 
Rodri gave the ball away near 
midfield. The blunder allowed Vi-
nícius Júnior to make a run into 
the area and find Isco free from 
markers for an easy goal.

Courtois made a few difficult 
saves in both halves, while Ma-
drid’s best chance until Isco’s goal 
was a close-range header by Ka-
rim Benzema saved by Ederson 
before the break. 

“We created good chances but 
we were off-target and Courtois 
made some great saves,” Guar-
diola said. 

Madrid historically has thrived 
at the Bernabéu in the Cham-
pions League, but it has won 
only three of its last 10 European 
matches at the stadium, drawing 
three and losing other four. It was 
eliminated by Ajax in last year’s 
round of 16 after a 4-1 home loss. 
That marked the first time since 
2009-10 the Spanish powerhouse 
failed to reach at least the semifi-
nals. AP

FOOTBALL | CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Man City rallies to beat Real Madrid

Manchester City’s Gabriel Jesus scores his side’s first goal
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Cruise ship can dock at Mexico’s 
Cozumel amid virus fears

The cruise ship MSC Meraviglia, turned away by two nations due 
to fears of a virus outbreak, is being allowed to dock at Mexico’s 
Caribbean island of Cozumel and passengers will be allowed to di-
sembark, President Andrés Manuel López Obrador said yesterday.

López Obrador said Mexico had to act with “humanity”after the 
ship was refused entry at ports in Grand Cayman and Jamaica.

The cruise line had expressed frustration with the rejections, 
which came after it reported one crew member from the Philippi-
nes was sick with common seasonal flu. It said no passengers had 

shown evidence of the Covid-19 virus.
“The ship is being allowed to dock and the passengers, those who 

are aboard the cruise ship can disembark,” López Obrador said, ad-
ding that health inspections will be carried out.

“We cannot act with discrimination,” he said. “Imagine if a ship 
arrived and it wasn’t even allowed to dock, and they were told, ‘Keep 
going on your way, see where you can dock.’ That is inhuman.”

He added “we cannot close our ports, nor can we close our air-
ports.”

OPINION
World Views
Bobby Ghosh, Bloomberg

Australia Universities 
are offering Chinese 
students stranded in their 
homeland travel money 
and discounted tuition 
and the largest campus 
delayed the start of the 
academic year, trying 
to keep their lucrative 
enrollments amid a viral 
outbreak. Australia’s ban 
on travel from mainland 
China will not be lifted 
before classes begin at 
most universities next 
week, the government 
said yesterday.

Germany’s health 
minister said that 
the country was “at 
the beginning of an 
epidemic” as authorities 
in the west tested 
dozens of people who 
had contact with a 
couple infected with 
the coronavirus gaining 
a foothold in Europe. 
Germany has been 
bracing for an increase 
in confirmed cases since 
the number of infected 
people spiked Friday 
nearby Italy. The testing 
came after a 47-year-old 
man with the virus was 
hospitalized in serious 
condition in Duesseldorf.

Internet Facebook said 
that it is banning ads 
that make false claims 
about products tied to 
the new coronavirus. 
The social network said 
it is removing ads that 
feature a product and 
imply a limited supply, 
seeking to create a 
“sense of urgency” 
in their mention of 
coronavirus. Ads that 
guarantee a cure or 
prevention are also 
banned, it said.

Sports Ireland’s Six 
Nations rugby match 
against Italy in Dublin was 
postponed Wednesday 
because of concerns 
about the spreading virus 
in Europe. The Italians 
were scheduled to play 
at Ireland on March 7, 
part of the annual rugby 
competition that also 
includes England, France, 
Scotland and Wales. 
A women’s game the 
following day was also 
postponed.

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

AP
 P

H
O

TOIran can’t be trusted to 
deal with coronavirus

If the leadership of the World Health Organization 
can spare a moment from their genuflecting to Bei-
jing, they should direct their attention to another au-
thoritarian state struggling to contain the coronavirus: 
Iran. The Islamic Republic’s mismanagement of the 
contagion represents an imminent threat not only to 
Iranians but to all of the Middle East and Central Asia 
— and possibly, given the menacing nature of the mi-
crobe, the larger world.

Iran already accounts for more deaths from the virus 
than any country outside China. It is widespread: Ca-
ses have been reported from most of Iran’s provinces. 
The official death toll, which stands at 19, is almost 
certainly understated. An Iranian lawmaker has put 
the count at 50 in the holy city of Qom alone. Officials 
in Tehran dismiss this as an exaggeration, but they 
have even less credibility than Iran’s currency.

Iranians know not to trust their government, and re-
ports from Tehran tell of a growing panic. This will get 
worse, now that the official responsible for managing 
the outbreak has admitted that he has himself con-
tracted the virus. Only the previous day, Deputy Health 
Minister Iraj Harirchi had been underplaying reports 
of a government cover-up — at a press conference in 
which he was already showing signs of illness. To keep 
up the lie, Harirchi went on TV and made jokes about 
his coughing.

The mind boggles at the irresponsibility. It is hard to 
know how many scores, or hundreds, of people were 
exposed to Harirchi alone. But singling out the deputy 
minister for putting his body in service of his gover-
nment’s policy of dissimulation may be unfair. Even 
after Harirchi’s revelation, President Hassan Rouhani 
was warning that the crisis could be an “enemy wea-
pon” to hurt the Iranian economy. He refused to qua-
rantine any city or district, disregarding appeals to lock 
down Qom, where the virus claimed its first Iranian 
victims. 

We shouldn’t be surprised. The regime in Tehran has 
long regarded reckless endangerment — of its own 
citizens as much as of neighboring nations — as a 
governing precept. Its reflexive tendency to lie about 
crises, recently on display with the shooting down of 
a Ukrainian airliner, adds credence to reports that the 
first signs of the outbreak were evident on Feb. 13, six 
days before the government owned up.

Iran’s neighbors are as skeptical as Iranians of the 
regime’s claims. Most have already sealed off borders 
and cancelled flights. In Iraq, Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Oman and, Lebanon, this came af-
ter the virus had already made landfall, carried by peo-
ple arriving from the Islamic Republic.

Iraq is a particular worry. Its shrine cities attract dro-
ves of Iranian pilgrims, where they mingle with wor-
shipers from across the Muslim world. The Shiite mi-
litias controlled by the Islamic Revolutionary Guards 
Corps care little for borders. Iraq is also an important 
export market for Iran. Other countries are sure to 
follow the example of Kuwait, which has suspended 
flights to and from Iraq, as well.

But this piecemeal approach does not inspire much 
confidence, especially since Iranian authorities conti-
nue to conceal the true extent of the contagion. (The 
head of Qom’s medical university, himself in quaranti-
ne, has said he was ordered by the health ministry not 
to publish any data on the outbreak.)

Iran’s willful mismanagement of the crisis can no 
longer be overlooked. The international community 
must pressure the regime to get serious. To make sure 
this happens, the WHO should deploy medical teams 
across the country, to audit the government’s efforts 
to combat the virus, and provide assistance where re-
quired.

For its part, the Trump administration should recog-
nize the danger Iran’s incompetence represents to the 
wider world and waive sanctions on medical supplies 
and personnel, just as it has done for the Swiss banking 
channel for humanitarian aid.

The regime in Tehran may be sanguine about endan-
gering its people and neighbors. The world cannot af-
ford to be so blase.

Venice faces new 
threat from virus after 
reeling from floods
STILL reeling from the 

effects of major flooding 
just a few months ago, Ve-
nice faces a new emergen-
cy: the threat of a new virus 
outbreak across Italy that is 
worrying international visi-
tors worldwide and hitting 
the economy hard.

The fragile lagoon city, 
renowned for its unique 
cultural and artistic heri-
tage, is already grappling 
with the effects of the worst 
flooding in a half-century 
at the end of last year. It 
caused more than 1 billion 
euros in damage to resi-
dents and businesses, hur-
ting iconic landmarks like 
St. Mark’s Basilica and La 
Fenice theatre. 

The Italian government 
is taking extraordinary 
measures to contain the 
two main virus outbreaks 
that hit the northern re-
gions of Veneto and Lom-
bardy, two areas that to-
gether produce more than 
30% of Italy’s economic 
output.

As of now, Venice — 
whose historic center has 
around 53,000 residents 
and more than 30 million 
tourists a year -- has re-
gistered at least four cases 
of COVID-19, with 71 in 
the whole of Veneto — the 
worst-hit region after Lom-
bardy, where 10 towns are 
on lockdown. 

The Venice local hote-
liers’ association noted that 
in the immediate aftermath 
of the virus outbreaks, ho-
tel reservations saw a drop 

of about 50%. The numbers 
were rebounding for Carni-
val, with 95% occupancy 
reported just last weekend, 
only to have them drop by 
40% when officials took the 
precaution — unpreceden-
ted in modern times — of 
canceling the last two days 
of celebrations. 

‘’We understand the fear 
that is spreading but at the 
same time we are aware 
that our health care system 
is holding and we believe 
that the image of efficien-
cy of our area will win out,’’ 
said Daniele Minotto, the 
hotel association’s deputy 
director. 

Venice city councilor for 
economic development 
Simone Venturini said that 
the economic impact of the 
new virus outbreak should 
worry national authorities 
as much as the impact on 
public health.

In the city of Carnival, 
the virus threat forced vi-
sitors to observe strict pre-
cautions. Regional authori-
ties also closed museums 
in the city — along with 
schools and other official 
offices — until March 1. 

Many tourists visiting 
Venice’s central St. Mark 
square enjoyed much free 
space on would what nor-
mally be a crowded plaza, 
while restaurants, hotels 
and souvenir stores coun-
ted their losses. Below their 
Venetian masks, they also 
wore white sanitary masks.

“We can see the squa-
re is relatively empty. If I 

can say, from my 39-year 
work experience, there is 
a very heavy fall, around 
40% compared to previous 
years,” said Roberto Nar-
din, a Venice gondolier.

Following the outbreak 
escalation, Italian Premier 
Giuseppe Conte has raised 
the specter of an economic 
recession, as Italy’s ailing 
economy struggles with 
moribund growth, mas-
sive debt, and high youth 
unemployment. Economic 
experts and business asso-
ciations predict the virus 
spread to take a heavy toll 
on Italy’s output, now seen 
falling between 0.5% and 
1% this year, causing the 
loss of up to 60,000 jobs. 

While there are measu-
res in place to contain the 
outbreak, authorities also 
warned against unjusti-
fied panic. However, fin-
ding the balance between 
appropriate measures wi-
thout repelling tourists and 
breaking the festive atmos-
phere remains a challenge.

This year’s succession of 
damaging events has also 
left some Venetian store 
owners desperate. Flavio 
Gastaldi said he is consi-
dering closing the souve-
nir store he has run for 30 
years. Although business 
has highs and lows, his rent 
does not.

“At this point we won’t 
recover anything (from the 
losses he has endured this 
year),” he said. “We will 
return the keys to the lan-
dlords soon.” MDT/AP


