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More on backpage

Markets Global stock 
markets and oil prices plunged 
yesterday after a fight among 
major crude-producing 
nations jolted investors who 
already were on edge about 
the surging costs of a virus 
outbreak. Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 
fell to 19,698.76 after the 
government reported the 
economy contracted 7% 
in the October-December 
quarter, worse than the 
original estimate of a 
6.3% decline. Markets last 
sentence incomplete. Should 
read:  Both Hong Kong and 
Shanghai bourses recorded 
steep declines.  More on p7

Saudi Arabia closed off 
air and sea travel to nine 
countries affected by the 
new coronavirus yesterday 
as Mideast stock markets 
tumbled over fears about the 
widening outbreak’s effect on 
the global economy. The state 
oil giant Saudi Aramco led 
the financial losses, dropping 
by 10% on Riyadh’s Tadawul 
stock exchange and forcing a 
halt to Aramco’s trading.

Iran says the new coronavirus 
has killed another 43 people, 
pushing the death toll to 
237 amid 7,161 confirmed 
cases. The Health Ministry 
announced the new figure at 
a news conference yesterday. 
There are over 7,640 
confirmed cases of the virus 
across the wider Mideast. 
Some experts worry Iran may 
be underreporting its cases.

Iran continues to provide 
international inspectors 
access to its nuclear facilities, 
even after its announcement 
it was no longer bound by 
“any restrictions” of the 
landmark 2015 deal with 
world powers designed to 
prevent the country from 
producing a nuclear weapon, 
the head of the U.N.’s atomic 
watchdog, Rafael Grossi 
(pictured), said yesterday.
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A law related to frau-
dulent marriages 

is currently being re-
viewed by the Office of 
the Secretary for Ad-
ministration and Jus-
tice. On January 6, the 
security authority deli-
vered the latest amend-
ment draft to the admi-
nistration and justice 
authority for follow-up.

In a reply to lawmaker 

THE overall residential 
property price index for 

the three-month period ex-
tending from November 2019 
to January 2020 decreased by 
0.9% to 265.3 compared to 
the previous period from Oc-
tober to December 2019. The 
indexes for the Macau Penin-
sula (266.5) and Taipa and 
Coloane (260.3) dropped by 
1% and 0.6% respectively. The 
index for existing residential 
units fell 1.1% to 283.7, with 
the index for those in the 

Sulu Sou’s interpellation 
on the topic, the director 
of the Office, Cheong Ioc 
Ieng, explained Macau’s 
policies on tackling fake 
marriage. 

According to Cheong, 
Macau has been strictly 
reviewing all appli-
cations for residency 
through marriage. The 
city’s law ensures that 
any application con-

Macau Peninsula falling by 
1.1% and those in the islands 
falling 1.3%. Analyzed by year 
of building completion, the 
indexes for residential uni-
ts built more than 20 years 
ago and for those built in the 
last 5 years fell by 1.5% and 
0.5% respectively, whereas 
the index for residential uni-
ts completed between 6 and 
10 years ago rose by 1.6%. 
Meanwhile, the index for pre-
-sale residential units increa-
sed by 0.5%. DB

taining irregularities 
will be examined and 
made invalid if it is fou-
nd to be fraudulent. 

When reviewing 
applications submit-
ted by mainland appli-
cants, the police au-
thority requires appli-
cants to submit do-
cuments to prove that 
they are financially 
capable of supporting 

their living in Macau. 
Cheong said that the 

local security authority 
has specific measures 
already in force, from 
application reviews to 
investigations of viola-
tions. In addition, the 
police authority also 
communicates with its 
mainland and Hong 
Kong counterparts to 
regularly exchange in-
formation on fake mar-
riages. 

In the first 10 months 
of 2018, the Macau po-
lice authority recorded 
113 fake marriage ca-
ses. JZ

Fraudulent marriage law 
amendment under review 

Residential property 
price index drops 0.9%

Rise in border crossing activity 
mostly due to Macau residents
ANTHONY LAM

THE number of daily crossings 
in and out of Macau is on the 

rise, the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) told yesterday’s daily press 
conference, despite the warnings 
of the local government about the 
dangers of congregating in busy 
places such as the Border Gate.

A total of 73,000 crossings were 
made last Sunday, with 37,000 
inbound and 36,000 outbound 
crossings made. Local people 
topped crossing numbers, making 
a total of 25,000 outbound and 
27,000 inbound crossings, and ac-
counting for over 70% of all border 
crossings.

Tourism is also on the rise. The 
PSP reported yesterday that 9,100 
tourist entries were recorded on 
Sunday, while 1,100 outbound 
crossings were recorded.

In the meantime, non-Macau 
residents who have been to a high 
risk area in the past 14 days are still 
advised to get medical checks wi-
thin six to eight hours of entering. 
Although the measure is being ma-
naged by the Health Bureau (SSM), 
the PSP has been assisting with the 
delivery.

On Sunday, the PSP sent 2,285 
people to the Macau Forum and 
1,671 to the Taipa Ferry Terminal 
for medical checks. The law allows 
people to refuse being checked, 
but they will not be permitted to 
enter Macau. Accordingly, 258 
people refused checks. Two local 
residents were sent be checked 
due to their frequent border-cros-
sings.

Yesterday was Macau’s 34th 
day without a new Covid-19 infec-
tion, as counted from February 5. 
All confirmed patients have reco-
vered and three local patients are 
now in recovery quarantine at the 
Public Health Clinical Center in 
Coloane.

Recovery quarantine measures 
raised some public concerns as to 
whether these recovered patients 
could be considered non-conta-
gious.

Lo Iek Long, medical direc-
tor of the Conde de São Januário 
Hospital, clarified at yesterday’s 

press conference that Macau is 
implementing stricter criteria for 
discharge compared to hospitals 
on the mainland.

The average length of hospi-
talization for a Covid-19 patient 
in Macau is 28 days. In the main-
land, the average length is nine 
days, as guidelines issued by the 
National Health Commission sug-
gest. However, there are other cri-
teria for discharge from hospital.

The mainland guidelines re-
quire two negative test results 24 
hours apart before a patient can 
be discharged. The Macau SSM is 

lengthening the gap to 48 hours.
Additionally, the Tourism Cri-

sis Management Office has com-
missioned Macau telecom com-
panies to send messages to cus-
tomers currently in Spain, France, 
Germany, and Japan. The messa-
ges are to notify users about new 
quarantine measures being im-
plemented from noon today.

According to the office, 251 
messages in total were sent to de-
tectable mobile devices. Nineteen 
were in Spain, 15 in Germany, 38 
in France and 179 in Japan.

On the other hand, the office 

disclosed that there are currently 
257 people in the quarantine faci-
lities, with 18 Macau residents, six 
tourists and the remaining being 
mainland residents. Macau resi-
dents have the option to undergo 
quarantine at home should their 
households meet guidelines is-
sued by the SSM.

Despite last weekend’s rescue 
mission from the provincial ca-
pital of Wuhan, there are still 118 
Macau residents scattered arou-
nd the central Chinese province 
of Hubei.

When asked what criteria the 
government will use when de-
ploying extra chartered flights to 
retrieve some or all the remaining 
Macau residents, the panel at the 
press conference pointed out that 
they were considering a series of 
factors, such as the condition of 
those being repatriated and the 
effect on the task force working 
on the rescue mission. It was too 
early, according to the govern-
ment, to determine when the next 
rescue mission will be conducted, 
if there is any.

The 57 returnees from Wuhan 
were all in satisfactory condition 
after Sunday’s negative test resul-
ts. Two had coughs, which were 
found to be caused by other ill-
nesses. An 11-year-old girl was 
coughing due to her pre-existing 
asthma.

Seven of the returned Macau 
residents, including the 11-year-
-old, suffer from chronic illnes-
ses. A woman who suffers from 
a thyroid problem is the only 
patient to have had her illness 
attended to by non-government 
doctors. Due to the quarantine, 
her case is now being monitored 
by bureau doctors. 

Lo said that the SSM has the 
ability to handle a maximum of 
180 Covid-19 patients at one time.
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Municipal Affairs 
Bureau reports 
marmot discovery 
to police

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) reported to the police 
authority the discovery of a 
marmot, a large ground squirrel, 
at Parque do Reservatório on 
March 6. Macau’s laws ban 
the import, acquisition, and 
breeding of marmots. Since it is 
not native to Macau and there 
is no record of the import of 
this particular marmot, the IAM 
suspects that someone illegally 
imported the marmot to Macau 
and discarded the animal in the 
public park. The IAM advised 
that the police authority would 
follow up on the case as the 
bureau suspects the city’s 
laws have been violated. The 
marmot was healthy and was 
sent to the IAM’s animal control 
facility. Currently, the marmot is 
being quarantined. 

Lawmaker wants 
25,000 houses 
reserved for 
seniors

Lawmaker Ng Kuok 
Cheong has urged the 
local government to build 
25,000 houses exclusively 
for senior citizens on the 
former Pearl Horizon land 
plot. In his interpellation 
to the local government, 
Ng said that these houses 
should be designed to serve 
seniors, with features that 
are appropriate and suitable 
for them. Previously, the 
local government announced 
housing plans for this particular 
land plot, suggesting a house 
exchange plan. Ng hopes that 
the local government can help 
senior citizens exchanging 
their current houses for houses 
on the Pearl Horizon land 
plot. Ng believes that allowing 
senior citizens to participate in 
the exchange would help with 
Macau’s urban renewal.

None injured 
by partially 
collapsed building

An old building located at 
Praça da Ponte e Horta 
partially collapsed earlier this 
week. Nobody was injured 
in the incident. The building 
is located on Rua Francisco 
António and is empty and 
unoccupied. Some 15 square 
meters of the rooftop 
collapsed. According to a 
resident of the area, who lives 
across from the building, the 
building had already been 
severely damaged during 
Typhoon Hato and Mangkhut. 
The building’s external wall 
is currently stable and will 
not endanger passersby. 
The Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau will issue a 
notice to the property owners 
to follow up on the situation. 

Changes to SME Aid Scheme enter 
force by administrative regulation

122 residents of Hubei 
choose to remain in Macau
THERE are currently 

122 residents of Hu-
bei Province still in Ma-
cau, according to the Pu-
blic Security Police Force 
(PSP), citing data last up-
dated yesterday morning.

Hubei Province is 
home to the city of 
Wuhan, the epicenter of 
the Covid-19 coronavirus 
and from where 57 Ma-
cau residents were eva-

cuated over the weekend.
Lei Tak Fai, head of Pu-

blic Relations Division of 
the PSP, said that these 
Hubei people, who hold a 
variety of different visas, 
have been in Macau for 
longer than 14 days.

Normal Hong Kong 
and Macau tourist visas 
issued by the mainland 
are valid for seven days. 
Some other visas, such as 

the relative-visiting visa, 
are valid for as long as 
three months. This may 
explain their length of 
stay.

Although the Hubei 
natives are still in Ma-
cau, the Health Bureau 
has reiterated that if no 
symptoms develop after 
14 days (the most com-
mon incubation period 
for the disease), they are 

considered healthy and 
should be allowed to re-
main in the city under the 
permitted conditions of 
their travel documents.

The Macau gover-
nment implemented 
a measure in early Fe-
bruary, requiring people 
from Hubei or who have 
been in Hubei in the last 
14 days to present a me-
dical certificate that con-
firms they are uninfected 
upon their arrival at any 
border checkpoint. Resi-
dents of Hubei who also 
hold Macau residency are 
not affected by the res-
triction.

Between late January 
and early February, about 
150 people from Hubei 
were in Macau. Autho-
rities said they searched 
all corners of the city to 
pinpoint and track them.

Measures requiring 
any Hubei people in Ma-
cau to either leave the city 
or undergo self-funded 
quarantine at the Pousa-
da Marina Infante were 
later put in place. 

As of February 9, some 
100 people from Hubei 
had chosen to remain in 
Macau, after being relea-
sed from quarantine faci-
lities after 14 days. AL

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE government pub-
lished a new administra-
tive regulation in the Of-
ficial Gazette yesterday, 

regarding a scheme that provides 
financial aid to small and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
first launched in 2003.

The amendments aim to adjust 
administrative regulation number 
9/2003 to suit the current circums-
tances. Some of its articles have 
been updated so it can be used 
as part of the planned support 
measures for SMEs announced by 
Secretary Lei Wai Nong in mid-Fe-
bruary.

The method of introducing the 
changes via administrative regula-
tion means the government is not 
required to bring the proposal to 
the Legislative Assembly. This me-
thod reduces the scope of possible 
relief measures to mere alterations 
of those already in force.  

Among the small adjustments 
made, the government now notes 
in Article 20-A that if a company 
has previously received support 
from the program and their in-
terest-free loan has not yet been 
repaid, they still can apply for 
the new scheme. The maximum 
amount to be granted (usually 
600,000 patacas) will be reduced 
according to the circumstances of 
the previous scheme in which the 
company has enrolled.

The scheme provides interest- 
free loans worth up to 600,000 pa-
tacas to be returned within eight 
years. The maximum amount will 
only be provided if the company 
has never been a beneficiary of 
the program in the past, or if the 
previous loan has been complete-
ly settled. 

Changes regarding the requi-
rements for companies applying 

for the scheme are also being 
enforced, with the new adminis-
trative regulation amending the 
minimum operating time of com-
panies from two years to just one.

The timing for payment of the 
first installment is also slightly di-
fferent. In the previous regulation, 
payment was required 18 months 
after the date the loan was gran-
ted. However, this date has not 
been defined in the new adminis-
trative regulation. Instead, it will 
be established through an Order 
from the Chief Executive from 
now on, allowing more flexibility 
for future changes.

The new administrative regu-
lation, coded as number 4/2020, 
was approved by Chief Executi-
ve Ho Iat Seng on March 4 with a 

note that it would enter into force 
the day after its publication.

In a statement, the Executive 
Council clarified that the new ru-
les also apply to applications that 
were lodged under the previous 
rules, fixing an implementation 
deadline of six months.

As the Times previously repor-
ted, the measures the government 
has presented to mitigate the di-
fficulties related to the region’s 
Covid-19 outbreak include seve-
ral financial support programs 
for SMEs. These programs are 
not new and have been running 
for many years, making it ea-
sier for them to be enforced wi-
thout the need to draft a new law. 
However, measures that involve 
changes to the annual budget or 

the taxation regime, “need to be 
approved by the Legislative As-
sembly,” according to lawyer and 
legal expert Sérgio de Almeida 
Correia, who added “there is no 
way to go around this.”

Even if the government’s me-
thod of issuing new administrative 
regulations for old programs sig-
nificantly cuts down on the time 
required to enforce the programs, 
economics experts and lawmakers 
have previously said that this me-
thod is inefficient. It does not spe-
cifically address the current pro-
blems faced by local companies, or 
consider the very unique, special 
and never-before-seen circums-
tances that did not exist when the 
schemes were originally created 
almost 17 years ago.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
10.03.2020 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

THE number of full-time 
employees in Macau’s ga-

ming sector increased by 1.7% 
year-on-year in the fourth 
quarter of last year, according 
to the government. However, 
supplementary data released 
yesterday showed a general 
slowing in the demand for 
manpower.

Stemming from a survey of 
casino operators, junket opera-
tors and junket associates, the 
Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) said that the number 
of people employed by the in-
dustry had reached 58,225 in 
the final quarter of 2019. The 
number of dealers rose by 3% 
to 25,459 compared to last year, 
the data shows.

In December 2019, the ave-
rage earnings (excluding bonu-
ses) of full-time employees in 
the gaming sector was 24,640 
patacas, up by 3.8% year-on-
-year, while the average earnin-
gs of dealers increased by 3.1% 
to 21,080 patacas.

There were 443 job vacan-
cies in total at the end of the 
fourth quarter of 2019, down 
by 878 year-on-year. About 
one-third of the vacancies were 

for clerk positions, while ano-
ther third were for service and 
sales workers. In terms of re-
cruitment criteria, just under 
half of the vacancies required 
work experience, while three-
-quarters required a senior se-
condary education or less. Of 
the total vacancies, 68.4% and 
49.4% required knowledge of 
Mandarin and English respec-
tively.

In the fourth quarter of 2019, 
a total of 1,294 new employees 
were hired, down by more than 
one-quarter from 1,737 in the 
same quarter of 2018. The job 
vacancy rate (0.8%) and the 
employee recruitment rate 

(2.2%) fell by 1.5 and 0.8 per-
centage points respectively 
year-on-year. These indicators 
reflect a slowdown in the de-
mand for manpower in the ga-
ming sector.

Meanwhile, the government 
has indicated that the amount 
of gaming taxes collected in 
the first two months of the year 
dropped 12.2% year-on-year to 
17.2 billion patacas. The news 
follows the 87.8% collapse 
in gross gaming revenue last 
month.

Gaming taxes are a major 
component of government re-
venue, accounting for about 
80% of total revenue. DB
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Students make positive 
evaluation of remote learning
JULIE ZHU

THE majority of 
Macau residen-

ts who are currently 
university students 
are satisfied with the 
e-learning and remo-
te study being offered 
during the coronavirus 
outbreak, according to 
the latest survey con-
ducted by the Macau 
Youth Summit.

In late January, Ma-
cau recorded its first 
two Covid-19 cases. As 
part of the city’s res-
ponse to the epidemic, 
the local government 
promoted the use of an 
e-learning platform to 
help students of non-
-tertiary education to 
resume their studies. 

In the first half of 
February, local uni-
versities also started 
teaching courses on 
e-learning platforms. 

Recently, the Ma-
cau Youth Summit 
sent questionnaires 
out to local students. 
The respondents were 
Macau local residents 
enrolled in programs 

in either local Macau 
universities or overseas 
universities. 

The survey inten-
ded to learn about 
Covid-19’s influence 
on Macau’s higher 
education. In total, 68 
valid responses were 
collected, 62 of which 
were from students at 
local Macau universi-
ties. The rest were from 
students at mainland 
and Taiwanese univer-
sities. 

According to the 
survey results, 55% 
of respondents spent 
more than six hours on 
e-learning per week.   

Most respondents 
made positive evalua-
tions of their schools’ 
arrangements amid 
the Covid-19 outbreak. 
The respondents en-
dorsed e-learning for 
its flexibility regarding 
time and location, 
but considered the 
learning experience 
inferior compared to 
traditional teaching in 
physical classrooms. 

Forty-seven percent 
of respondents believe 

that e-learning is hel-
ping students keep up 
with the pace of study. 

The association 
submitted the sur-
vey results to the local 
government, hoping 
that it would improve 
e-learning software 
and hardware. 

Based on the results 
of the survey, the as-
sociation made four 
proposals: set up a 
real-time communi-
cation platform; train 
teaching staff in onli-
ne teaching; improve 
hardware; and provide 
online translation. 

As of today, the city’s 
education authority 
has not decided on a 
school reopening date. 
Previously, the Educa-
tion and Youth Affairs 
Bureau had stated that 
schools would resume 
only if two criteria were 
met: there must be no 
new infections in the 
neighboring Guang-
dong province for a pe-
riod of 14 days, and the 
cities of Zhuhai and 
Zhongshan must both 
resume classes.

Gaming employees grow as 
sector sees recruitment slowdown
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THE board of Shun Tak 
Holdings Limited has an-

nounced a restructuring of its 
operations with China Tra-
vel International Investment 
Hong Kong Limited (CTII) to 
create a new company that 
will be responsible for all 
cross-border transportation 
services in the Pearl River 
Delta and in the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macau Greater 
Bay Area.

The information was re-
leased through an announ-
cement Shun Tak made to the 
Hong Kong Stock Exchange 
last Friday after trading hou-
rs. 

In the statement, the com-
pany announced that it had 
entered the agreements to 
“implement the Proposed 
Restructuring for transfor-
ming the Target Company 
into a new transportation 
platform for the provision of 
cross-boundary transporta-
tion services.”

Furthermore, Shun Tak 
explained that this Target 
Company would combine 

JULIE ZHU

SEARCH results on 
Air Macau’s official 

website suggest that 
the local airline is pre-
paring to increase the 
number of flights to 
some mainland cities 
starting March 16.

As reported by main-
land newspaper Cheng-
du Daily, these cities 
include Beijing, Tianjin, 
Shanghai, Hangzhou 
and Chengdu, capital of 
Sichuan province.

After the outbreak 
of Covid-19, Air Macau 
reduced the number 
of flights to mainland 
cities, completely sus-
pending direct flights to 
Wuhan and Changsha, 
among other cities. 

This week, Air Macau 
will operate three fligh-
ts to Chengdu, with one 
additional weekly flight 
joining the schedule 
from March 16. 

Currently, the airline 
offers three trips per 
week to Hangzhou, the 

capital of Zhejiang: one 
on Tuesdays, one on 
Saturdays and one on 
Sundays. The frequency 
will increase to one trip 
to Hangzhou per day on 
March 16. 

Three of the four di-
rect-administered mu-
nicipalities of China 
- namely Beijing, Shan-
ghai, and Tianjin - will 
have daily flights to Ma-
cau, operated by either 
Air Macau and/or other 
airlines. The fourth di-
rect-administered mu-
nicipality, Chongqing, 
will be the only one 
for which the reduced 
number of flights to 
Macau will continue. 

Although the num-
ber of flights is planned 
to increase from next 
week, the frequency 
will still be far lower 
than before. Previously, 
Air Macau alone opera-
ted more than one trip 
per day to cities inclu-
ding Beijing, Shanghai, 
Chengdu and Hang-
zhou. 

Yesterday, many of 
the capital-level cities 
of mainland provinces 
partially resumed work. 

On March 6, a total 
of 6,403 civil aircraft 
took off at mainland 
airports, 271 more than 
on March 4.

Flight recovery is 
likely to benefit the re-
booting of Macau’s tou-
rism industry, but the 
gain may not be signifi-
cant immediately. 

On January 31, 
mainland China sus-
pended travel visa 
applications for main-
land residents, inclu-
ding the important In-
dividual Visit Scheme. 
As of today, Beijing has 
not yet revealed or in-
dicated when the visa 
application program 
will resume. Analys-
ts suggested last week 
that the mainland au-
thority could lift the 
restrictions suddenly, 
or in a phased approa-
ch starting as early as 
next month.

the existing ferry and coach 
businesses being operated by 
Shun Tak and CTII in a joint-
-venture.

The notice also explains 
that upon the completion of 
the restructuring, “the Target 
Company will be held as to 
50% by Interdragon (a non-
-wholly owned subsidiary of 
Shun Tak) and 50% by Dal-
more (a wholly-owned subsi-
diary of CTII).”

In the process, China Tra-
vel Tours Transportation De-
velopment - HK - Limited 
(CTTT), a subsidiary of CTII 
and Jointmight Investments 
Ltd., an indirect wholly-ow-
ned subsidiary of Shun Tak 
will be wholly-owned by the 
Target Company.

The agreement sets out 
the acquisition by Dalmore of 
21% of the shares of Shun Tak 
– China Travel Shipping In-
vestments Limited (the ope-
rator of TurboJet) for a sum of 
HKD437 million.

The stock was in the pos-
session of Interdragon, a non-
-wholly owned subsidiary of 
Shun Tak Group.

At the same time, Shun 
Tak – China Travel Shipping 
Investments Limited will ac-
quire the entire issued share 
capital of CTTT, the cross-bor-
der land transportation servi-
ce company that operated the 
Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai 
Bridge Coach and was held 
by CTII. This acquisition was 
valued at HKD508 million.

Shun Tak, CTII to create 
new company for Pearl 
River Delta transport

Air Macau soon to 
increase flights to 
some mainland cities 

Thai tourism authority confirms 
Macau travelers to face quarantine
RENATO MARQUES

A
FTER last week’s con-
flicting statements from 
Thai health authorities 
on the need for people 

arriving in Thailand from nine 
countries and two regions to un-
dergo a 14-day quarantine period, 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand 
(TAT) has now released a new 
statement reaffirming the need 
for such restrictions, and contra-
dicting the clarification made last 
Friday by the health ministry.

In the new statement from 
the TAT, the Thai government 
says that the country “has now 
enhanced precaution and pre-
vention measures for Covid-19,” 
explaining that “all travelers are 
asked to fill in the public health 
declaration form and those tra-
veling from the People’s Republic 
of China (including Hong Kong 
and Macau Special Administra-
tive Regions), Republic of Korea, 
Republic of Italy, and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran will undergo 14 
days [of] quarantine when they 
enter the kingdom.”

Details about the quarantine 
procedure will be revealed in an 
announcement to be published 
shortly.

Travel to Thailand has already 
slumped, but the overall stance is 
set to further deter tourists from 
the six territories while the mea-
sures are in place.

Other countries have imposed 

restrictions on people coming 
from China, the epicenter of the 
outbreak, but few are as reliant 
on Chinese tourists as Thailand. 
They spent more than $17 billion 
in the Southeast Asian nation last 
year, over a quarter of all foreign-
-tourism receipts, and the indus-
try as a whole accounts for about 
a fifth of the economy.

On Friday the Thai health mi-
nistry said that while a two-week 
self-quarantine period was not 
compulsory, it was recommen-
ded, contradicting commen-
ts made the day before. Public 
Health Ministry spokesman Run-
grueng Kiphati told Reuters that 
“people arriving from those six 
places [South Korea, China, Ma-

cau, Hong Kong, Italy, and Iran] 
would be fined 20,000 baht if they 
did not self-quarantine for 14 
days at home or in a hotel room, 
where they have to report them-
selves to the authorities every day 
or officials will come to check on 
them.”

The new statement adds to 
the confusion over whether the 
government is ordering or recom-
mending travelers quarantine for 
14 days.

In comments to several media 
outlets, Thailand government of-
ficials have rushed to clarify that 
the first statement from Public 
Health Ministry spokesman con-
tained a “mistake” since laws in 
Thailand do not allow for forced 
quarantine, or establish penalties 
for non-Thai nationals.

Tanarak Plipat, deputy direc-
tor-general of the Department of 
Disease Control, told the media 
that the health ministry was pre-
paring regulations requiring all 
arrivals from the six regions to re-
port their health condition daily, 
noting that the unpublished new 
rules include a fine (potentially 
up to 20,000 baht) for those that 
fail to comply or issue false repor-
ts about their condition.

The new warning by TAT has 
sparked controversy and conver-
sation, especially on the TAT HK 
Facebook page, with dozens of 
Hong Kong citizens grilling Thai 
authorities about the measures.

Flight crew wear protective masks as they arrive at the Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok
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Medical workers discuss patients’ treatment near a Communist Party flag at the “Wuhan Living Room”, a converted temporary hospital in Wuhan

China turns to propaganda 
to right image in virus ‘war’ 
KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

AS the rest of the world gra-
pples with a burgeoning virus 

outbreak, China’s ruling Commu-
nist Party has deployed its propa-
ganda playbook to portray its lea-
der as firmly in charge, leading an 
army of health workers in a “peo-
ple’s war” against the disease.

The main evening news on sta-
te TV regularly shows President Xi 
Jinping and his underlings giving 
instructions on the outbreak or 
touring related facilities. Cove-
rage then segues to doctors and 
nurses on the front lines, drawing 
on a tradition of upholding mo-
del workers and the importance 
of sacrifice on behalf of the peo-
ple and the party.

For the Communist Party, the 
epidemic is both a risk and an 
opportunity. It seeks to avoid bla-
me for any mishandling of the 
outbreak, notably a slow initial 
response that allowed the virus 
to take hold. Conversely, it seeks 
credit for overcoming the crisis, 
enhancing the legitimacy of its 
rule.

State media, a tightly control-
led internet and mass mobili-
zation campaigns have all been 
harnessed for the effort. 

“Upbeat, if emotional, state 
messaging leaves the impression 
that self-sacrificing citizens, na-
tional unity, and enlightened lea-
dership will inevitably triumph 
in China, as the fight against the 

virus shifts beyond the country’s 
borders,” said Ashley Esarey, a 
specialist on the Chinese media 
at the University of Alberta.

The tried and true formula 
appears to remain effective at 
promulgating the party’s version 
of events, though the rise of so-
cial media is an ever-present 
challenge. A growing mino-
rity has long questioned the 
party line, but even many of 
them accept it out of habit 
or a lack of alternatives. 

Most passively embrace 
a narrative that is repeated 
over and over, said Steve 
Tsang, director of the China 
Institute at the University of 
London’s School of Oriental 
and African Studies.

Li Desheng, a 22-year-old 
student who said news we-
bcasts are his main source 
of information, commended the 
response of the party and the 
government, saying they had 
proven effective at stopping the 
spread of the virus.

“There is a Chinese idiom that 
says, ‘Point to a deer, call it a hor-
se,’” the philosophy major said in 
an interview conducted via ins-
tant message. “If you say a deer is 
a horse, then that is a distortion 
of fact. When watching a news 
webcast ... at least at present, I 
think a deer is still called a deer, 
and a horse is called a horse, so I 
believe the report.”

It’s not just a matter of what’s 

shown, though — it’s also what’s 
omitted. State media trumpeted 
the throwing up of new medical 
facilities in a fortnight without 
reporting on the woes of peo-
ple unable to find a hospital bed 
that necessitated the Herculean 
effort.

It touted crackdowns on wild 
animal markets and plans to shut 
them down, without questioning 
why they hadn’t been sufficiently 
regulated since SARS, a similar 
virus outbreak in 2002-03.

June Teufel Dreyer, a China ex-
pert at the University of Miami, 
said the party may have lost cre-
dibility with what she called “en-
gaged public opinion,” but that 
it’s difficult to know what portion 
of China’s 1.4 billion people that 
represents. 

Zhou Songyi, another 22-year-
-old student, said she doesn’t 
find any useful information on 

the epidemic from the official 
People’s Daily newspaper or state 
broadcaster CCTV, citing stories 
that, even if true, have a PR agen-
da rather than seeking to inform 
the public. 

Social media has given her 
digital-savvy generation almost 

instant feedback on some 
state-media reports, thou-
gh critical comments are 
often removed by the coun-
try’s internet censorship.

“The battle for truth-
-telling on the internet is 
another sign that people do 
not simply trust in the go-
vernment,” said Elizabeth 
Economy, director of Asia 
studies at the Council on 
Foreign Relations in New 
York. She added, though, 
that the propaganda works 
on those who believe in the 

party and want to be comforted 
and persuaded.

The core of the approach is 
to stifle any criticism while pro-
viding positive role models and 
showing the party as China’s only 
real hope.

China has barred citizen jour-
nalists from popular social me-
dia platforms after they reported 
on overcrowded hospitals and 
other problems. Non-state media 
outlets such as the magazine Cai-
xin have done some independent 
reporting but stopped short of 
criticizing the leadership. 

“The medics are portrayed as 

heroes not because of their de-
dication as health professionals, 
but because they are party mem-
bers,” said Anthony Saich, a Chi-
na expert at Harvard University. 
He believes the crisis has dama-
ged confidence in Xi’s leadership 
to a degree but won’t have a las-
ting impact.

The health workers form the 
basis of the people’s war, a term 
adopted early on by Xi. A recent 
CCTV evening news broadcast 
showed him visiting military 
health units. Everyone maintai-
ned a safe distance from each 
other, following the governmen-
t-ordered protocol, their mouths 
and noses covered by protective 
masks.

“Wars invite people to cast asi-
de their squabbles and dissent 
and to come together,” said Da-
vid Bandurski of the China Media 
Project at the University of Hong 
Kong. “Wars make heroes — and 
heroes are the stuff propaganda 
thrives upon.” 

Nationalist campaigns have 
worked before, channeling anger 
away from the party in the SARS 
outbreak, territorial disputes 
with Japan, last year’s Hong Kong 
protests and the ongoing trade 
war with the U.S. 

This time, the official coverage 
of the virus may help blunt any 
lasting political damage to Xi and 
the party’s authority, even as the 
social and economic costs of the 
outbreak exact a rising toll. More 
than 3,000 people have died in 
China from the virus.

“The leadership has been very 
eager to write the happy ending 
to this story before anyone really 
knows what the world is dealing 
with,” Bandurski said. AP

The tried and true 
formula appears to 
remain effective at 
promulgating the 
party’s version of 

events, though the 
rise of social media 

is a challenge
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NORTH KOREA

Kim fires weapons after 
threatening ‘momentous’ action

JAPAN

Economy shrinks 7% in last quarter, risks recession
JAPAN’S economy con-

tracted at a dismal 7.1% 
annual rate during the Oc-
tober-December period, 
worse than the initial esti-
mate, raising fears the wor-
ld’s third largest economy 
could be headed to a reces-
sion. 

The contraction was the 
first for Japan in more than 
a year and followed an Oct. 
1 increase in the sales tax, 
which hit retail spending. 
The Cabinet Office data, 
released yesterday, were a 
revision from last month’s 
estimate of a 6.3% decline.

The data do not reflect 
the steep downturn in tou-
rism and other business 
activity related to the virus 
outbreak that has spread 
from China to much of the 
world. Most economis-
ts are forecasting another 
contraction in the current 
quarter, and possibly for 
the year, for the world’s 

third largest economy. 
An “Economy Watchers” 

survey also released by the 
Cabinet Office showed a 
sharp decline in all kinds 
of business activity to le-
vels last seen nine years 
ago just after the devasta-
ting March 11, 2011 ear-
thquake, tsunami and nu-
clear plant meltdowns in 

northeastern Japan. 
Preliminary data from 

the Finance Minister also 
showed imports falling 
nearly 17% in the first 20 
days of February from a 
year earlier.

Economist Harumi Ta-
guchi of IHS Markit fore-
casts that the economy may 
contract by an annual rate 

of 0.3% in 2020, recovering 
to 0.9% growth in 2021. 

Consumers did boost 
spending on some items as 
they stockpiled toilet paper, 
surgical masks and other 
supplies out of concern 
over the virus outbreak. But 
such spending won’t fully 
offset the impact of absent 
tourists and empty sta-

diums, amusement parks 
and other venues as Japa-
nese heed calls to avoid big 
gatherings to help prevent 
the spread of the virus, she 
said. 

On a quarterly basis, the 
economy shrank 1.8% in 
October-December from 
the previous quarter. The 
earlier estimate was of a 
1.6% contraction.

Domestic demand, in-
cluding investments and 
consumption fell 2.4%. 
Government spending was 
flat. 

A technical recession is 
defined as two consecutive 
quarters of contraction. 

Yoshimasa Maruyama, 
analyst with SMBC Nikko 
Securities, called the situa-
tion “serious.” 

“The recession could be 
more than just technical 
and the economy could 
really decline,” he said. 

Japan’s benchmark 

Nikkei 225 has dropped 
over the news of the virus 
outbreak, which began 
in central China late last 
year and has now spread 
to about 100 nations, si-
ckening people from Italy 
to Washington state in the 
U.S. The Nikkei plunged 
again in Monday trading, 
losing 5.1% to 19,698.76, its 
lowest level since late 2018. 

Japan has been trying to 
wrest itself out of the eco-
nomic doldrums by encou-
raging lending and public 
works projects. The gover-
nment has announced va-
rious stimulus measures to 
counter the slowdown. 

The central bank has 
promised to do whatever 
needed to support financial 
markets and businesses, 
but having kept the main 
interest rate at minus 0.1% 
for several years, it has li-
mited room to maneuver, 
analysts say. AP

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea fired three 
short-range projectiles 
off its east coast yester-
day, South Korea’s mili-

tary said, two days after the North 
threatened to take “momentous” 
action to protest outside condem-
nation over its earlier live-fire exer-
cises.

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said 
the multiple kinds of projectiles fi-
red from the eastern coastal town 
of Sondok flew as far as 200 kilo-
meters at a maximum altitude of 
50 kilometers before landing in the 
waters between the Korean Penin-
sula and Japan.

A JCS statement said South Ko-
rea expressed “strong regret” over 
the launches that it said violate a 
past inter-Korean agreement ai-
med at lowering military animosi-
ties. South Korea’s national securi-
ty director, defense minister and 
spy chief held an emergency video 
conference and agreed the Nor-
th Korean action were not helpful 
to efforts to establish a peace on 
the Korean Peninsula, according 
to South Korea’s presidential Blue 
House.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga said North Korea 
fired suspected ballistic missiles. 
He said the multiple North Korean 

projectiles traveled 100 to 200 kilo-
meters (62 to 125 miles) but none 
landed inside Japan’s exclusive 
economic zone. 

“North Korea’s latest action, on 
top of its repeated firings of ballis-
tic missiles, is a serious threat to 
the peace and safety of Japan and 
... a grave problem for the entire in-
ternational society,” Suga said.

In the past 10 days, North Ko-
rea has said leader Kim Jong Un 
supervised two rounds of live-fire 
artillery exercises in its first wea-

pons tests since late November. 
Kim had entered the new year 
with a vow to bolster his nuclear 
deterrent and not to be bound by 
a major weapons test moratorium 
amid a deadlock in a U.S.-led di-
plomacy aimed at convincing Kim 
to abandon his nuclear program in 
return for economic and political 
benefits.

South Korea and some Euro-
pean countries protested against 
the second North Korea drills on 
March 2, which they believe invol-

ved ballistic missile launches in a 
violation of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions.

North Korea insists it has the 
right to conduct military drills in 
the face of U.S. and South Korean 
forces on its doorstep.

The U.N. Security Council di-
dn’t issue any statement after 
discussing North Korea’s March 
2 drills, but five European mem-
bers condemned what they called 
“provocative actions.” Belgium, 
Estonia, France, Germany and the 

United Kingdom said afterward 
that the tests undermine regional 
and international peace, security 
and stability.

The North’s Foreign Ministry 
on Saturday accused the five Eu-
ropean countries of “repeating an 
absurd argument of condemna-
tion and violation resolutions of 
the U.N. whenever we conducted 
military drills.” 

“The reckless behavior of the-
se countries instigated by the U.S. 
will become a fuse that will trigger 
our yet another momentous reac-
tion,” a ministry statement said.

Last week, Kim Jong Un’s you-
nger sister leveled diatribes and 
crude insults against South Korea 
for criticizing its earlier live-fire 
exercises, but her statement was 
followed by Kim sending a letter to 
South Korean President Moon Jae-
-in expressing condolences over its 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Some experts say North Korea 
may intend to catch South Korea 
off balance before seeking help in 
reviving its dilapidated economy, 
since the U.S. has said sanctions 
on North Korea will stay in place 
unless it takes significant steps 
toward denuclearization.

“The coronavirus is likely excee-
ding North Korea’s public health 
capacity, so Kim Jong Un is playing 
a two-level game. At the domestic 
level, his regime claims to protect 
the people with drastic quarantine 
measures and military exercises 
against external threats,” said Lei-
f-Eric Easley, associate professor at 
Seoul’s Ewha Womans University. 
“Pyongyang may be seeking inter-
national assistance, but remains 
obsessed with not appearing in an 
inferior position to Seoul.” AP
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James Earl Ray has been jailed for 99 years by a court in 
Memphis, Tennessee, after admitting he carried out the 
murder of the American civil rights leader.

His guilty plea was made on the understanding he was 
spared the electric chair. It also brought a swift end to 
the trial, which otherwise might have lasted weeks.

Ray will not be eligible for parole until he is 90.
The verdict is unlikely to silence the speculation that Dr 

King’s murder was the result of a conspiracy.
Until now, it had been assumed Ray’s defence would be 

that he was involved in a plot to assassinate the civil ri-
ghts leader, but did not fire the fatal shot.

Dr King, who preached non-violence, was shot dead by 
a sniper in the southern city of Memphis in April 1968 as 
he stood on a hotel balcony. He was in the city to lead a 
civil rights march.

He had come to Memphis to support striking dustmen, 
the majority of whom are black. The unresolved dispute 
meant feelings between black and white were running 
high in the city.

Immediately after the shooting, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was ordered to begin an investigation.

Ray had escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary in 
April 1967 where he was serving a 20 year sentence for 
armed robbery.

He was eventually traced to London in June 1968, whe-
re he was travelling under a false identity. He was arres-
ted at Heathrow airport and charged with possessing a 
loaded firearm and false passport.

Today, Ray appeared in court wearing a dark suit. He 
spoke only to admit his guilt and in a brief statement he 
hinted there may have been some kind of plot to murder 
Dr King.

He showed little sign of emotion as sentence was pas-
sed.

Courtesy BBC News

1969 Martin Luther King’s
   KiLLer gets Life

In context

The trial verdict was seen by some as a cover-up for a po-
litically motivated conspiracy. However, federal authorities 
insisted there was no evidence of a cover-up.
Ray agreed to plead guilty so he could be spared the elec-
tric chair.
Ray was known to have a fanatical hatred of black people. 
Even while serving his sentence in Missouri, he rejected a 
move to an open farm prison where conditions were bet-
ter on the grounds he could not live with black inmates.
Three days after his jailing, Ray recanted his guilty plea. 
He claimed he had been set up by a gun dealer in Montreal 
known only as Raoul.
He spent the next 29 years fighting for the trial his guilty 
plea had forestalled - and won the support of the King 
family.
New forensic tests in 1997 on the gun said to have been 
used in the assassination proved inconclusive.
Ray died on 23 April 1998.

this day in history

USA

Thousands prepare to get off 
ship hit by virus in California
OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ & 
CHRISTOPHER WEBER, 
SAN FRANCISCO

F
EDERAL and state 
officials in Califor-
nia were preparing 
yesterday to re-

ceive thousands of people 
from a cruise ship that has 
been idling off the coast of 
San Francisco with at least 
21 people aboard infected 
with the coronavirus.

Fences were being ins-
talled at an 11-acre site at 
the Port of Oakland, as au-
thorities readied flights and 
buses to whisk the more 
than 2,000 passengers 
aboard the Grand Princess 
to military bases or their 
home countries for a 14-
day quarantine. More than 
3,500 on the ship hail from 
54 countries. 

“We’re making every ef-
fort to get them off the ship 
as safely and quickly as pos-
sible,” said Dr. John Redd 
of the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Servi-
ces, who urged passengers 
to remain in their rooms. 

As the U.S. death toll 
from the virus reached at 
least 21 and the number 
of cases worldwide soared 
above 110,000, California 
Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
the mayor of Oakland sou-
ght to reassure the public 
that none of the Grand 

Princess passengers would 
be exposed to the U.S. pu-
blic before completing the 
quarantine. The number 
of infections in the United 
States climbed above 500 
as testing for the virus in-
creased.

The Port of Oakland was 
chosen for docking becau-
se of its proximity to an 
airport and a military base, 
Newsom said. U.S. passen-
gers will be transported to 
military bases in California, 
Texas and Georgia, where 
they’ll be tested for the CO-
VID-19 virus and quaranti-
ned.

About 1,100 crew on 
the ship, 19 of whom have 
tested positive for the new 
virus, will be quarantined 
and treated aboard the 
ship, which will dock el-
sewhere, Newsom said.

“That ship will turn 
around — and they are 
currently assessing appro-
priate places to bring that 
quarantined ship — but it 
will not be here in the San 
Francisco Bay,” he said.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
National Institutes of Heal-
th’s infectious diseases 
chief, said Sunday that wi-
despread closure of a city 
or region, as Italy has done, 
is “possible.” U.S. Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams 
said communities will need 
to start thinking about can-

celing large gatherings, 
closing schools and letting 
more employees work from 
home, as many companies 
have done in the Seattle, 
Washington, area amid an 
outbreak at a care home 
that has killed 17.

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
declared a state of emer-
gency Sunday because of 
the virus. 

On the Grand Princess, 
passengers Steven and Mi-
chele Smith of Paradise, 
California, said they hope 
their time spent on the ship 
in quarantine will count 
toward the 14 days they are 
expected to isolate them-
selves. But they said offi-
cials have not yet provided 
an answer.

“We would love to get 
credit for the three or four 
days we’ve spent in our ca-
bin,” Steven Smith said.

The Department of Sta-
te was working with the 
home countries of several 
hundred passengers to ar-
range their repatriation, 
including nearly 240 from 
Canada. 

The ship was held off the 
coast amid evidence it was 
the breeding ground for a 
cluster of at least 20 cases 
from a previous voyage. 

Meanwhile, another 
cruise ship, the Regal Prin-
cess, pulled into a Florida 
port late Sunday night, af-

ter being held off the sta-
te’s coast for hours while 
awaiting coronavirus test 
results for two crew mem-
bers, who did not have 
symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19.

Another Princess ship, 
the Diamond Princess, was 
quarantined for two weeks 
in Yokohama, Japan, last 
month because of the vi-
rus. Ultimately, about 700 
of the 3,700 people aboard 
became infected in what 
experts pronounced a pu-
blic-health failure, with the 
vessel essentially becoming 
a floating germ factory.

On Sunday, the U.S. Sta-
te Department urged U.S. 
citizens against travel on 
cruise ships as officials said 
there was “increased risk of 
infection of COVID-19 in a 
cruise ship environment.”

Private companies and 
some public venues in the 
U.S. have been taking sa-
fety measures in an effort 
to limit the virus’ spread. 
Several universities have 
begun online-only courses, 
including the University of 
Washington, Stanford Uni-
versity and Columbia Uni-
versity. The largest school 
district in Northern Califor-
nia, with 64,000 students, 
canceled classes for a week 
when it was discovered a 
family in the district was 
exposed to COVID-19.  AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- E.g., e.g.; 5- Bridal path; 10- Wheel parts; 14- Gallic girlfriend; 15- 

Unties; 16- Between ports; 17- Weed whackers; 18- Observes Ramadan; 19- 
Sisters; 20- Move down the computer screen; 22- Legendary king of Thebes; 
24- Baton Rouge sch.; 25- Editor Wintour; 26- Submerged to the mid-leg; 30- 
Tears down; 35- Dr. Dre’s genre; 36- Born, in France; 37- Chaplin persona; 38- 
See-through material; 41- Spirit; 43- Let go; 44- Hole-punching tool; 45- Green 
or black, e.g.; 46- Unit of magnetic induction; 47- Caribou; 50- Rabble; 53- Animal 
foot; 54- Place in order; 58- Increase; 62- Kit item; 63- God of Islam; 66- Actress 
Olin; 67- Just right; 68- Aristotle’s teacher; 69- Den of wild animals and dragons; 
70- Bushy hairstyle; 71- Relaxed; 72- Lady of Sp.;
 
DOWN: 1- Contented sighs; 2- Univ. hotshot; 3- Coffin stand; 4- Fix, as a shoe; 
5- Wealthy; 6- A Gershwin; 7- Paris possessive; 8- Admit; 9- Ruhr city; 10- Wife of 
a rajah; 11- The jig ___!; 12- Course list?; 
13- Disrespectful back talk; 21- Acid; 23- 
Bar game; 25- Gibbon, e.g.; 26- Kool-Aid 
maker; 27- Mother-of-pearl; 28- Sporting 
blades; 29- Extra-wide shoe size; 31- 
100 square meters; 32- Greek island; 
33- Host; 34- Chucked weapon; 39- ___ 
Aviv; 40- I don’t give ___!; 41- Female 
sheep; 42- Untidy; 44- Comics bark; 48- 
Rebellious Turner; 49- Resides; 51- Godly 
love; 52- Gal’s guy; 54- Kofi ___ Annan; 
55- Mouth part; 56- Din; 57- Singing voice; 
59- Fleshy fruit; 60- Apartment, e.g.; 61- 
Graph prefix; 64- ___ Cruces, NM; 65- Had 
a little lamb; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time to roll up your sleeves 
and dive into something new. 
Your energy is higher than it has 
been in a long while, and today 
is a great day to make the most 
of  it.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Are you ready for a progress 
report? It’s good news! You’re 
looking very good. You’re one step 
closer to a bright existence and 
miles away from the unproductive 
habits of  your past.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The role that money plays in your 
life is going through a transition, 
and it’s beginning to seem like there 
are a few things in the world that 
are more important than account 
balances and shiny new things.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Some people may accept things 
at face value, but not you! You’re 
much too intellectually curious to 
buy into the latest craze, so don’t 
worry that you’re out of  sync with 
others.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Why be shy about how you 
feel? It’s always a good time to 
show your affection for someone 
else. Even if  you barely know 
somebody but you like the spark 
in their eye, let ‘em know!

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
When you help out other people 
today, you’ll actually be helping 
yourself. Surrender that excellent 
parking space to someone else, and 
you’ll probably end up finding an 
even better one later in the day.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Fast thinking on your part could 
make all the difference today, 
so keep looking at things from 
different angles. Prepare a few 
suggestions just in case you’re 
asked for your input.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
One of  your oldest relationships 
may be reaching an important 
turning point. This is the time 
to admit that it’s now or never 
and make the choice you’ve been 
afraid to make.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today, stay loose and relaxed 
on the inside and composed and 
formal on the outside. The first 
impression you make is going to 
be key, and you’ll want to err on 
the side of  ambition.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
There are two sides to every 
story, and two sides to every 
relationship. Today, pay close 
attention to every relationship 
you take part in, no matter how 
trivial.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s all about endurance today. 
Can you sit through that boring 
meeting without falling asleep? 
Can you handle the traffic on your 
way home from work? Can you 
stick with your diet one more day?

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If  you’re involved in a task that isn’t as 
easy as you thought it would be, good! 
That means you’re on the right track. 
Challenges are the only thing in life 
that teach you just how capable you 
are of  doing amazing things.

  Aquarius Pisces
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PGA Tour media deal aimed at 
more video for bigger audience
DOUG FERGUSON, 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH (FLA.)

T
HE PGA Tour annou-
nced an expansive 
media rights deal YES-
TERDAY that brings 

ESPN back into the fold with its 
streaming service, joining two 
networks as part of a package 
designed to deliver more video 
content and reach a broader au-
dience.

For regular television, the ni-
ne-year deal that begins in 2022 
looks the same.

Network coverage stays with 
CBS and NBC, with CBS getting 
roughly twice as many events, 
just like the current nine-year 
deal that ends next year. Golf 
Channel stays on as the cable 
partner providing weekday and 
early weekend coverage, along 
with fall events and a few tour-
naments at the start of the year.

The change is in digital, the 
first time the tour negotiated 
such rights. ESPN+ won the ri-
ghts to “PGA Tour Live,” the po-
pular subscription video service 
the tour began five years ago. It 
will have four live content chan-
nels, including the featured pai-
rings that shows the entire rou-
nd of star players.

The deal comes about 18 
months after the PGA Tour sig-
ned a 12-year agreement with 
Discovery for direct-to-consu-
mer content in international 
markets. With the domestic 

deal, the tour now has partner-
ships with Comcast (NBC and 
Golf Channel), Viacomm (CBS), 
Disney (ESPN+) and Discovery 
(GolfTV).

“As we went to the marke-
tplace and looked at all the op-
tions and all the potential out-
comes and thought about what 
it was we wanted for our fans 
and our athletes ... our desire 
was to produce more content, 
to evolve and innovate in all our 
broadcasts, to work more clo-
sely with partners, to build the 
tour and our sport and to reach 
a broader audience,” PGA Tour 
Commissioner Jay Monahan 
said. “We’re in a good position.”

Terms were not disclosed. 
Sports Business Journal, which 
first reported in December that 
CBS and NBC had agreed to a 
new deal, put the rights fee at 
around $700 million. That was 
before digital rights were awar-
ded to ESPN+, which The Asso-
ciated Press first reported in late 
January. Two people involved in 
player meetings estimated the 
combined rights at more than 
$7 billion over nine years. They 
spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty because terms are private.

One change for the networks 
was alternating the FedEx Cup 
playoffs, three events with some 
of the strongest fields in golf 
as players chase a $15 million 
bonus. Previously, CBS had the 
first event and NBC had the 
last two, concluding with the 

Tour Championship. Starting 
in 2022, each network will get 
all three events in alternating 
years, with NBC getting five of 
those years and CBS the other 
four, not always in order.

CBS Sports has been a mains-
tay for the PGA Tour, broadcas-
ting its first event in 1951 and 
televising the tour consecuti-
vely for 63 years (its Masters co-
verage dates to 1956). President 
Sean McManus described the 
rights increase as “significant,” 
but that it was a “very fair deal 
for CBS and the PGA Tour.”

“Our goal was to maintain 
our position in golf,” McManus 
said. “From the time we finish 
March Madness to the time we 
come on the air with college 
football and the NFL, it’s the 
most prestigious programming 
we have. We were committed to 
protect our position.”

Comcast maintains its posi-
tion by showing the most PGA 
Tour product, primarily throu-
gh Golf Channel. NBC has the 
Florida swing and two World 
Golf Championships as part of 
the road to the Masters. Golf 
Channel also has the LPGA Tour 
in a separate rights deal, PGA 
Tour Champions and the deve-
lopmental Korn Ferry Tour.

“We’ll continue to do what 
we do best, to bring golf to the 
viewer, to continue to push the 
envelope, exploring new areas 
in partnership with the tour,” 
said Pete Bevacqua, president 

of NBC Sports Group.
Most intriguing in the new 

media contract is ESPN+, which 
used to televise PGA Tour events 
through 2006. ESPN has week-
day coverage of the Masters and 
PGA Championship, and it had 
the British Open until NBC won 
those rights starting in 2016.

Now it’s back on a regular ba-
sis with its powerful streaming 
service, which has 7.6 million 
subscribers.

“Most interesting to us is this 
is not just a commitment to 
be on ESPN+,” Monahan said. 
“ESPN is committed to the tour, 
the tournaments and the athle-
tes. Think about the tour being 
promoted on ESPN and their di-
gital families, which is north of 
50 million unique viewers from 
what we have today.”

That’s one element golf was 
missing. Golf fans typically wa-
tch Golf Channel. Sports fans 
watch ESPN. The hope is that 
through promotional efforts 
across ESPN’s platforms, more 
eyeballs will make their way to 
golf.

“We feel confident our pla-
tforms reach a broad range of 
sports fans on a regular basis,” 
said Russell Wolff, executive 
vice president and general ma-
nager of ESPN+. “We’re quite 
excited about the expanded 
golf offering. ... It’s a place golf 
fans are going to want to spend 
time.”

The tour will continue to pro-

duce “PGA Tour Live.”
As part of the contract, the 

PGA Tour takes over the televi-
sion compound at tournaments 
instead of it being the respon-
sibility of the host network for 
the week. The host network still 
calls the shots in producing live 
golf. The arrangement allows 
for the tour to better aggregate 
and distribute content for all its 
platforms.

The objective is more con-
tent. That starts this week at 
The Players Championship, 
where fans will have access to 
watch every player and every 
shot over four days, a first-of-i-
ts-kind production for golf.

“Right now, if we have 30,000 
shots hit a week, we’re only 
capturing 30% of those shots,” 
said Rick Anderson, the tour’s 
executive vice president of glo-
bal media. “If you’re capturing 
100% you have so much more 
content. That’s what people will 
feel. Linear television might be 
the same. But there’s a ton more 
opportunity for the artists (ne-
twork producers) to make great 
shows.”

The PGA Tour negotiated on 
behalf of the LPGA Tour and 
secured a nine-year deal that 
keeps it as the anchor program-
ming of Golf Channel, along 
with expanded exposure for at 
least seven tournaments each 
year on the two networks. Tho-
se events have not been deter-
mined. The LPGA, the most 
international of all tours, main-
tains control of all its media ri-
ghts outside the U.S. and gets 
expanded digital content rights.

“The last 10 years haven’t 
been the easiest,” LPGA Com-
missioner Mike Whan said. 
“We’ve had to prove ourselves 
on the Golf Channel, and I’m 
glad they’re willing to invest in 
a bigger way.” AP
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Prison riots hit Italy amid 
virus; six die in overdose

Tensions in Italy’s overcrowded prisons erupted yesterday over 
new coronavirus containment measures, with riots in at least two 
dozen lock-ups and the deaths of six inmates who broke into an 
infirmary and overdosed on methadone.

Italy’s national prisoner rights advocate urged wardens to take 
immediate measures to calm the situation and mitigate the new 
regulations, which include a suspension of family visits as a way to 
prevent transmission of the virus.

“The difficulty of accepting extreme measures is accentuated in 

places where people don’t have any freedom,” the advocate said 
in a statement, urging wardens to provide inmates with greater 
access to information and phone calls to family members.

The Italian government has issued sweeping measures to try to 
contain the virus, limiting travel into and out of Lombardy and 
parts of Veneto, canceling schools nationwide, barring gatherings 
of people and urging Italians to keep a meter (about three feet) 
apart. With more than 7,300 infected, Italy has more virus cases 
than any country outside Asia.

OPINION
Our Desk
Renato Marques

Russia A special North 
Korean flight believed 
to be carrying dozens 
of diplomats and other 
foreigners arrived in 
Russia’s Far East yesterday, 
as the North tightens a 
lockdown intended to 
fend off the coronavirus. 
North Korea has not 
publicly confirmed a single 
case of the COVID-19 
illness, but its state 
media have reported 
that thousands of people 
have been quarantined as 
part of strict prevention 
measures. More on p7

France The Six Nations 
rugby match between 
France and Ireland was 
postponed in a move 
aimed at preventing the 
coronavirus from further 
spreading. The decision 
was taken after discussions 
with tournament organizers 
and the French rugby 
federation. The match 
was due to take place on 
Saturday at the Stade de 
France. A new date for 
the game has yet to be 
announced.

British supermarket 
chain Tesco has agreed 
to a $10.6 billion deal 
to sell all its stores in 
Thailand and Malaysia to 
companies belonging to 
the CP Group, Thailand’s 
biggest conglomerate. 
CP is controlled by the 
Chearavanont family, which 
Forbes magazine lists as 
Thailand’s richest outside of 
the country’s royal family.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan will visit 
Brussels for talks with 
European Union officials 
amid a standoff between 
Ankara and Brussels over 
sharing of responsibility 
for refugees and migrants. 
Thousands of migrants 
have massed at Turkey’s 
land border with EU-
member Greece after 
Erdogan’s government 
made good on a long-
standing threat and 
announced that Turkey 
would no longer prevent 
migrants and refugees from 
crossing into EU countries.
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Covid-19 is not like 
Typhoon Hato

Although epidemics are seen as natural di-
sasters in the eyes of the law, the response 
from society could not be more conflicting.

The best example that I can remember goes 
back to when Typhoon Hato hit in August 2017. 
At the time, the population was united in fa-
cing the consequences of the severe storm and 
joined hands to help those that suffered the 
most.

For days, even weeks, I saw neighbors hel-
ping each other, offering or sharing resources, 
cleaning, and rebuilding in good spirits that I 
had never seen before.

However, the response has been the com-
plete opposite during the Covid-19 outbreak. 
Instead of helping others, people have found 
refuge in greed, rushing to hoard every possi-
ble essential item (as well as some that are not 
essential).

This time, the neighborly friendliness and 
helping hands have given way to suspicion 
and fear.

Unlike Hato, Covid-19 is not a physical ca-
tastrophe but a mental one, a challenge to our 
capacity for reasoning instead of our rationa-
lization skills.

The fact is, in both cases the catastrophes hit 
the population in very different ways, some in 
a very light manner and others more severely 
affected. Only the response is different.

Still, both events highlighted the govern-
ment’s inability to deal with the unexpected, 
and the flaws of a system that is absolutely de-
pendent on the mainland.

For sure, the recent effects of Typhoon Hato 
and Mangkhut were less severe than Covid-19 
as the government has learned some lessons 
– namely regarding the supply of essential 
goods and keeping people informed about the 
situation. But even if we do well in the short 
term, in the long run the consequences might 
be dramatic as the side-effects accumulate 
and reaching a tipping point.

With the closure of the region’s only source 
of income and nine of the 10 pillars of all eco-
nomic activity of the region – the casinos – the 
economy has nearly come to a complete halt 
in all sectors, just like a snowball rolling off a 
mountain slope knocking over everyone in its 
path. 

Well, almost everyone. As always, the public 
sector has been shielded, and most civil ser-
vants have been able to stay home (as recom-
mended by the government) without losing 
their jobs and benefits, and without ever ha-
ving to question their wages (and people still 
wonder why a job in the government is the ul-
timate goal in Macau).

Unfortunately, this is the only sector that is 
risk-free. All the others are battling the seve-
re economic consequences of the outbreak. 
Across the region, it is difficult to find a sin-
gle household that does not have a story to 
tell about layoffs, (forced) unpaid leave, salary 
cuts or company bankruptcy.

Local companies have switched their rheto-
ric from “we cannot find enough manpower 
to develop our business,” to “we do not know 
what to do to keep our staff employed and paid 
while there is no business.”

I would say the government has learned how 
to crash-land the metaphorical plane in the 
middle of the desert, causing minor injuries 
during the emergency landing. Now, the issue 
is how long it will take them to learn what to do 
with the survivors, some injured, some not; all 
growing hungrier and thirstier in the days that 
have passed since the crash.

Maybe now that we don’t have any more new 
cases of disease, we can also start looking after 
the healthy.

Mask-clad Chinese 
workers cautiously 
return to the office
YANAN WANG, BEIJING

RIDING the subway 
for the first time after 

weeks of working remotely 
from home, Zhuang Xue felt 
a sense of calm, outfitted in 
a blue surgical mask and 
protective goggles as she 
headed for the office. 

The 29-year-old purcha-
sing agent joined other of-
fice workers finally allowed 
back to their cubicles yes-
terday in Beijing, where 
virtually no new Covid-19 
cases have been reported in 
recent days. 

Authorities extended 
the Lunar New Year holiday 
that began in late January, 
ordering most workers in 
the city to stay home to help 
curb the spread of the virus 
that has infected more than 
110,000 people worldwide, 
most of them in China.

Zhuang, her goggles fog-
ged up in the morning chill 
as she left the subway sta-
tion, said she had 
been preparing for 
this moment for 
weeks, exercising at 
home and trying to 
eat as healthily as 
possible to streng-
then her immune 
system. She was 
carrying disinfec-
tant wipes and a 
personal water bo-
ttle. 

“Everyone is pre-
tty conscientious,” Zhuang 
said.

It’s not exactly life as 
usual, though. Fearing a 
resurgence in cases, the 
government is taking a gra-
dual approach. 

Beijing’s city government 
is requiring that the num-
ber of people in each office 
be limited to no more than 
50% of usual staffing le-
vels. Protective face masks 
are required, and office 
workers must be seated at 
least 1 meter apart. Workers 
are not supposed to face 
each other when eating. 

Similar measures have 
been implemented to 
varying degrees across the 
country, as the number of 
new cases has dwindled.

China reported 40 new 
cases of the virus yesterday. 
Last month, the number of 

new daily cases was in the 
thousands. A total of 58,600 
people in mainland China 
have recovered from the di-
sease, according to the Na-
tional Health Commission, 
while more than 3,000 have 
died. 

While Chinese cities ex-
periment with slowly revi-
ving activity, other coun-
tries are canceling public 
gatherings, encouraging 
remote work and — in the 
case of Italy — following 
China’s lead with a lock-
down on affected regions.

“It might be more se-
rious now overseas,” said 
Yang Tianxiao, a finance 
worker who has been back 
at his office for a couple of 
weeks.

“I think in China it’s 
OK,” Yang said. “Things are 
slowly returning to nor-
mal.”

Chinese factories that 
make the world’s smar-
tphones, toys and other 
consumer goods are gra-
dually reopening but aren’t 
expected to reach normal 
production until at least 

April. Travel curbs are still 
in place in many areas, 
making it difficult for em-
ployees to get back to work. 

That is disrupting im-
ports of components and 
raw materials from China’s 
Asian neighbors as well as 

shipments from Chi-
na. On Saturday, the 
government reported 
that exports fell 17% 
and imports were off 
4% from a year earlier 
in January and Fe-
bruary.

The recovery may 
come too late for 
some business ow-
ners struggling to stay 
afloat after restauran-
ts and entertainment 

venues were ordered to clo-
se and consumers opted to 
avoid the risk of catching 
the virus by staying home. 

The street food stand run 
by Cheng Sheng and his 
brother at one intersection 
in Beijing’s usually bustling 
central business district 
used to stay open from 5 
a.m. to 9 p.m. every day, 
selling their savory fried 
pancakes stuffed with egg, 
lettuce and sausage and 
covered with a sweet-and-
-spicy sauce. Now they clo-
se at 10 a.m., he said, since 
the area empties out after 
morning commuters have 
passed through. 

They need to make at 
least 1,000 yuan a day to 
break even, but struggle 
now to sell more than 500 
yuan worth of food even on 
their busiest days. AP

The recovery may 
come too late for 

some business 
owners struggling 

to stay afloat 
after venues were 

ordered to close


