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Monaco The palace of 
Monaco says its ruler, 
Prince Albert II, has tested 
positive for the new 
coronavirus but his health 
is not worrying. Albert, 62, 
appeared to be the first 
head of state who has 
publicly said he contracted 
the virus. In a statement, 
the palace said he is 
being treated by doctors 
from the Princess Grace 
Hospital, named after his 
U.S. actress mother. It 
says Albert is continuing 
to work from his home 
office in the palace.

Iran has granted a 
medical furlough to a 
U.S. Navy veteran who 
has been imprisoned 
in Iran for more than a 
year, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo (pictured) 
announced yesterday. 
Michael White of Imperial 
Beach, California, is 
now in the custody of 
the Swiss Embassy and 
must remain in Iran as a 
condition of his furlough, 
which was granted as Iran 
works to curb the spread 
of coronavirus. The U.S. 
government will seek his 
full release.

EU Michel Barnier, the 
European Union’s chief 
negotiator for the bloc’s 
future relationship with 
Britain after Brexit, has 
been infected with the 
new coronavirus. The 
69-year-old Barnier said in 
a Twitter video message 
yesterday that he is 
doing well and has a good 
morale.
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Asia leading 
a face mask 

fashion 
revolution
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MGM Cotai 
employee 
tests 
negative 
for virus

AN employee of a Cotai in-
tegrated resort who deve-

loped a fever yesterday mor-
ning has tested negative for 
Covid-19.

The employee, who works at 
the MGM Cotai integrated re-
sort operated by MGM China, 
was sent to Conde S. Januário 
Hospital yesterday morning 
after suffering from an eye in-
fection that led to a slight fever. 
The employee was tested for 
Covid-19 at the public hospital 
and the results came back ne-
gative.

In a statement issued by the 
casino operator, MGM Chi-
na said that the company had 
proactively sent the employee 
to the hospital upon learning of 
their illness.

The person is now resting 
at home and will not return to 
work until they make a full re-
covery.

MGM China also said in its 
statement that it “places high 
importance on the health and 
safety of its employees, guests 
and all Macau citizens.”

The company said it had 
cleaned and disinfected all of 
its back of house areas after 
the incident. DB

Gov’t appoints Regency Hotel 
as third quarantine venue

Online petition calls for 
withdrawal of TNR ban

THE 326-room Regen-
cy Art Hotel has been 

designated as the third 
hotel to be used for qua-
rantining individuals un-
dergoing 14-day medical 
observation.

Casino Taipa, the ca-
sino located at the newly 
designated hotel, was 
temporarily closed from 
3 p.m. yesterday in order 
to prepare for the proper-
ty’s repurposing.

In consideration of the 
rising number of residen-
ts returning to the city, 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
said in a statement that it 

is looking for more hotel 
establishments that can 
be converted into medi-
cal observation venues. 

“During the process 
of decision-making, the 
SAR government would 
consult Health Bureau 
(SSM) for opinion and 
strive to cater to the de-
mand of different cir-
cles,” MGTO said.

The bureau reiterated 
that all the individuals in 
mandatory quarantine 
at designated hotels for 
medical observation are 
asymptomatic and have 
not been in close contact 
with confirmed cases of 

the novel coronavirus.
SSM requires all per-

sons in mandatory qua-
rantine to take their own 
temperature twice per 
day. The authority will 
also check their physical 
condition by phone daily. 

Currently, the gover-
nment is only allowing 
Macau local residents 
and residents from the 
greater China region to 
enter the city. These in-
dividuals are required to 
undergo a 14-day qua-
rantine period in these 
hotels if they have been 
to medium-risk or high-
-risk countries. LV

AN online petition calling 
on the government to 

withdraw the blanket ban 
on non-resident workers 
(TNR) from overseas coun-
tries entering the Macau 
SAR was launched yester-
day.

The ban started yester-
day at 12 a.m. and prohibi-
ts entry for all TNR, except 
those from mainland China, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan.

The organizer of the pe-
tition, Hélder Beja, who is 
also the former program di-
rector of the Macau Literary 
Festival, believes that the 
measure deprives TNRs of 
fundamental rights.

“The absolute need of 
containing this epidemic 
and subjecting any new 
arrivals to a strict control 
(including compulsory 
quarantine and isolation) 
is understandable, but 
cannot lead to the denial 
of fundamental rights to 
human beings who have 
been working in Macau for 
years,” he stated in the pe-
tition.

Executive Order No. 
73/2020, which was pub-
lished Wednesday night, 
aims to deter the spread of 
the novel coronavirus after 
the city recorded new cases 
in two non-resident workers.  

“We hereby request for this 
decision to be withdrawn 
with immediate effect. We’re 
all humans and we’re all so-
mehow bond[ed] to this city 
of Macau. We can’t see this 
happening and do nothing,” 
Beja said.

Those that are currently 
in their hometowns on for-
ced leave, annual leave or 
unpaid leave due to the vi-
rus have been affected by 
this measure.

As of yesterday, some 
300 individuals had alrea-
dy signed the petition, with 
many of them commenting 
that they do not want to lose 
their jobs. LV

ExCo drafts more financial 
measures to assist businesses
LYNZY VALLES

THE Executive Council (ExCo) 
has drafted a bill for the 

amendment of the 2020 budget, 
suggesting a series of measures af-
ter the government predicted that 
this year’s gross gaming revenue 
will decline to 130 billion patacas 
year-on-year – a 50% reduction 
compared to its initial estimate of 
260 million patacas.

In a statement issued yester-
day, the government predicts that 
it will see a deficit of some 38.9 
billion patacas in gaming taxes 
due to the decrease of gaming re-
venues.

In response, ExCo has advan-
ced work on a series of measures 
to assist local businesses and resi-
dents in response to the economic 
effects of the novel coronavirus.

According to the draft, the bill 
would exempt hotels and similar 
establishments from the tourism 
tax, including health clubs, sau-
nas, massages and karaoke fir-
ms for six months starting from 
April 1.

There would also be a de-
duction to the collection of the 
complementary income tax due 
in 2019 by taxpayers of up to 
300,000 patacas, and an increase 
of the current annual fixed per-
centage after rebates included in 
the Professional Tax Regulation 
from 25% to 30%.

In the draft, the government 
will also increase the percentage 
and respective limit value for the 
return of the 2018 professional 
tax collection from 60% to 70%, 
increasing the initial limit value 
from 14,000 to 20,000 patacas. It 
will exempt house owners who 
are local residents from the pay-
ment of the 2019 urban property 
tax that is levied on properties.

As part of the measures, the 
government will also exempt 
people from the 2020 road tax for 
vehicles, even vehicles that are 

registered under hotel establish-
ments and tourism agencies.

With the current increase in 
expenditure, the government 
will use some of the extraordi-
nary financial capital reserve that 
amounts to nearly 600 billion 
patacas. The ExCo has adjusted 
its predictions for the 2020 total 
budget revenue from the initial 
122.6 billion patacas to 111.8 
billion patacas. 

It also forecasted that the ex-
penses would increase from 
100.6 billion patacas to 110.9 

billion patacas.
In the statement, the ExCo 

noted that the government has 
increased its investment in in-
frastructure and in small and 
medium-sized public works, and 
that it had made preparations 
for the adoption of economic su-
pport measures.

These include a second dis-
tribution of health vouchers, the 
granting of more subsidies from 
the Social Welfare Bureau, an 
SME assistance plan, and an SME 
bank loan interest subsidy plan.
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cases 
after three 
reported 
in single 
night
THE city’s medical staff saw three 

new Covid-19 cases between We-
dnesday night and the early hours of 
Thursday morning. As of yesterday’s 
daily press briefing, the total number of 
cases remains at 17 since the outbreak 
first reached Macau in late January.

The last case to be reported is the 
youngest Covid-19 patient so far in 
Macau. He is the 11-year-old son of the 
14th case, who is the spouse of a non-
-resident worker. The family is, accor-
ding to the Health Bureau, of Indone-
sian nationality.

He and his parents boarded Cathay 
Pacific flight CX718 from Jakarta to 
Hong Kong on March 17. He sat in seat 
number 47E. The boy then travelled 
to Macau via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge.

The patient is currently being trea-
ted at Conde de São Januário Hospi-
tal (CHCSJ) and is in mild condition. 
Meanwhile, his father tested negative 
on March 18 after he developed a fever 
believed to be unrelated to the coro-
navirus. The health authority said he 
would be retested 48 hours after his 
initial examination.

The city’s 16th case, a 19-year-old 
female student, is also being treated at 
the CHCSJ. She returned from the U.K. 
with four schoolmates. They took Sin-
gapore Airlines flight 317 from London 
Heathrow Airport to Singapore, and 
then flight 856 operated by the same 
airline company from Singapore to 
Hong Kong.

Two of her schoolmates are Macau 
residents. The three of them crossed 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Brid-
ge into Macau. A third schoolmate, a 
Hong Kong resident, chose to stay in 
the neighboring SAR, while the fourth 
schoolmate, also from Hong Kong, vo-
luntarily returned to Hong Kong after 
declining to go through quarantine in 
Macau.

As the schoolmates were catego-
rized as close contacts, the Macau 
health authority has notified its coun-
terpart in Hong Kong about possible 
follow up.

The 15th case is a Filipino non-re-
sident worker who recently returned 
from the Philippines. His five hou-
semates initially tested negative, but 
have second tests scheduled for 48 
hours after their first. They have deve-
loped respiratory symptoms.

People in Macau who have taken 
the same flights as the aforementioned 
patients should call the Novel Coro-
navirus Response and Coordination 
Center.  AL

Education regulator cancels 
school resumption plans 
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE previously annou-
nced school resump-
tion schedule has now 
been suspended and 

an announcement on new da-
tes will be made in due course, 
the Education and Youth Affairs 
Bureau (DSEJ) informed during 
yesterday’s daily press briefing.

According to the education 
regulator, the decision was 
made in order to safeguard 
health and lower the risk to lo-
cal students.

The bureau’s original plan 
was to first restart lessons for 
Form 6 and Senior Secondary 3 
students in the form of tuition 
classes, so as to assist them in 
their preparation for university 
admission.

With the restart being volun-
tary, concerned students and 
their parents have complete li-
berty in deciding if they will re-
turn to school.

Moreover, it was also annou-
nced previously that other edu-
cation levels would resume in 
phases.

The plan is now back to squa-
re one, but the education regu-
lator could not provide a new 
timetable as they were “cons-
tantly accessing the situation.”

Macau has seen seven new 
cases in the past five days, all 
imported. As global conditions 
deteriorate, many overseas Ma-
cau students are trying to return 
home.

The head of the Health Bu-
reau (SSM), Lei Chin Ion, ad-
mitted that the returnees pose 
a risk to the city. The bureau is 
certain that more cases will ari-
se in the coming days.

As it is against the Basic Law 
to ban the returnees from en-
tering the region, it means that 
the SSM can only quarantine 
them, a measure that the autho-
rity is already enforcing.

About 800 overseas students 
have expressed their desire to 
return. In response to the quan-
tity, the health regulator assured 
that Macau has enough equip-
ment to handle potential cases, 
with the current measures in 
place.

“There are 232 beds in nega-
tive pressure isolation wards,” 
Lei said, adding that contingen-
cies have been made should the 
situation deteriorate. The num-
ber of staff, on the other hand, 
are able to handle more cases 
than they are currently.

As all non-resident workers 
from outside of the greater Chi-
na region have been banned 
from entering Macau, people 
are concerned about the size of 
the city’s workforce.

Lei stressed that it is impor-
tant to mitigate potential risks. 
“The counts of Southeast Asian 
countries may not be as reliab-
le as our country’s,” the health 
regulator said. He further ex-
plained that the number of new 
cases in these countries do not 
match the frequency of new 
cases in Macau, raising further 
doubts about their accuracy.

“Taking more non-resident 
workers in may not benefit em-
ployers necessarily,” he added, 
pointing out that the business 
at casinos and integrated resor-
ts has not yet recovered, which 
means less labor is needed for 
the time being.

Some journalists accused the 
Macau government of discri-
minating against non-resident 
workers, but Lei insisted that 
there was no discrimination.

“Non-resident workers are 
covered by the government 
mask sale,” the doctor said, 
implying that the government 

has been addressing the needs 
of non-resident workers. Lei 
added that many countries are 
enacting entry bans on non-
-citizens in order to protect for 
locals.

“We should always prioritize 
services for local residents,” the 
bureau head continued. “It is 
our responsibility.”

Concerning some local resi-
dents who are overseas but are 
seeking to now return to Ma-
cau, one journalist at the press 
briefing claimed that some pa-
rents had said they are willing 
to bear the cost of a charter 
flight arranged by the govern-
ment.

Inês Chan, an official from 
the Macao Government Tou-
rism Office, described the diffi-
culty of the operation, because 
these students are in various ci-
ties around the world. However, 
she expressed that these paren-
ts have the liberty of negotiating 
with airlines to charter a flight.

Level 2 travel warning 
extended worldwide
THE Tourism Crisis Management Office 

(GGCT) announced last night that it was ex-
tending a Level 2 travel alert to all overseas coun-
tries and territories. The alert is advisory in nature 
does not prohibit outbound travel.

The GGCT said that the decision had been 
taken after seeking the input from the Macau 
Health Bureau and was largely based on public 
health consideration.

The local government continues to advise Ma-
cau residents against non-essential travel during 
this period. Residents who are currently overseas 
should pay attention to public announcements 
issued by the Macau Health Bureau. Meanwhi-

le, information disclosed yesterday by the police 
authority showed that border crossings are on the 
decline.

The number of crossings fell slightly yesterday, 
with 36,000 inbound and 37,000 outbound, ac-
cording to the Public Security Police Force, which 
oversees immigration matters in Macau. Crossin-
gs made by local residents still accounted for the 
majority, with 28,000 in and out respectively.

With new measures barring entry for those 
from outside Greater Chinese being enacted, bor-
der crossings made by visitors dropped by about 
10% to 7,200 inbound crossings and 8,500 ou-
tbound crossings. DB/AL
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Marine Serre at 
Paris Fashion Week

Face masks: From hated necessity    to fashion accessory
RENATO MARQUES

ONCE seen as a sign of sick-
ness, face masks embraced 

across Asia are earning a new sta-
tus in the fashion world even as 
their popularity lags in the West.

Although it is almost impos-
sible to isolate its beginnings, 
the idea of bringing face masks 
into fashion started some time 
towards the end of January, when 
the Covid-19 outbreak was wor-
sening in China.

Today, Asia is far ahead of the 
rest of the world when it comes to 
the integration of face masks in 
daily life. But the West may soon 
catch up, with only acceptance 
by big European fashion names 
and Americans brands needed to 
kickstart the social revolution, ac-
cording to Selina Wong, Vice Pre-
sident of Macau Urban Creative 
Industry Association.

One of its first high-profi-
le appearances in the West was 
when U.S. singer Billie Eilish wore 
a Gucci designer mask during 
this year’s Grammy awards. A 
few weeks later, at Paris Fashion 
Week, French designer Mari-
ne Serre presented the audien-
ce with outfits paired with face 
masks.

Whether it was due to fears of 
the Covid-19 outbreak or a de-
liberate attempt to upgrade the 
status of the item, in the past few 
weeks several examples show the 
product is gaining popularity 
worldwide, helped by an interest 
from celebrities and the reach of 
social media.

For local designer and Worker 
Playground fashion brand ow-
ner Vincent Cheang, the rising 
popularity of the face mask as a 
fashion accessory is something 
previously “unimaginable.” 

“In this kind of situation [a 
pandemic] nobody would think 
of a mask as a fashion item. It is 
just seen as an essential product, 
just like a pair of pants or a skirt,” 
Cheang told the Times. “But if 
you are a person interested in 

fashion and you care to put on a 
good outfit, you soon realize that 
adding a face mask could mess 
up the whole look.”

In the designer’s opinion, this 
has led people to find ways to ma-
tch face masks with their outfits 
and has led to the creation of new 
designs to match particular styles.

Fashion designer Nicole Tam, 
creator of the brand ANtitled 
said, “As designers, we are always 
trying to solve a problem for the 
market. The face mask is definite-
ly a trending item right now and 
I have seen some new designs 
including colorful printed masks 
and I think they are cool.”

For Selina Wong, it is clear that 
Asia has been at the forefront of 
face mask adoption, as well as the 
attempts to individualize or sty-
le it. Japan and Taiwan were the 
front-runners of stylistic mask 
usage, especially regarding “cute” 
designs and handmade items 
using pure cotton handkerchiefs 
as their base, said Wong. 

However, these attempts so far 
have mostly resulted in the inclu-
sion of cultural features, colors, 
drawings or patterns - and not 
something that has the potential 
to start a worldwide trend.

“Although Asia has been using 
masks for many years, it wou-
ld be difficult to call it a trend in 
fashion without the big European 
brands and Americans,” said 
Wong, noting that world fashion 
trends still follow market leaders 
in France, Italy and the U.S. 

“It seems that in these coun-
tries there is still a negative reac-
tion and an aversion to using 
face masks [even in situations of 
crisis like the Covid-19 outbreak] 
and this fact might indicate that 
we are still far from it becoming 
a trend.”

In Portugal, one family busi-
ness seeks to not only capitalize 
on the trend of transforming face 
masks into iconic fashion pro-
ducts, but also address the envi-
ronmental impact of disposable 
masks.

”The face mask is definitely a trending item right 
now and I have seen some new designs including 
colorful printed masks and I think they are cool.

NICOLE TAM
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Face masks: From hated necessity    to fashion accessory

The widespread use of dis-
posable face masks all over the 
planet has raised environmen-
tal concerns, with reports of lit-
tering caused by their improper 
disposal appearing in several 
parts of the world. Last week, 
the South China Morning Post 
featured a report on the high 
number of face masks that are 
washing ashore along the Hong 
Kong coastline during a trip 
guided by Gary Stokes, founder 
of Oceans Asia, an ocean con-
servation organization based in 
the neighboring region.

Portugal’s MontLusa might 
have the answer. Founded in 
2012, the company is head-
quartered in Benedita, a muni-
cipality of Alcobaça. They work 
on leather goods and fashion 
accessories, and have decided 
to take a leap and explore new 
materials and ideas to make a 
new face mask.

In an exclusive interview 
with the Times, MontLusa’s 
Ricardo Lopes explained that 
the idea for the creation of the 
mask came from the lack of dis-
posable masks on the market in 
Portugal, as well as the spiking 
prices of the product.

“We decided to create our 
own mask,” Lopes said, “bea-
ring in mind that a simple dis-
posable mask could cost arou-
nd 4.50 euros [MOP39] and 
that, as the name says, it is a 

single-use item that can only 
be used once and then is dis-
carded.”

“The reusable masks need 
only to be washed traditionally, 
or with disinfectants, before 
they can be worn it again wi-
thout hassle and in a safe man-
ner,” he said. In this way, the 
masks also reduce the waste 
produced by disposable masks.

The materials used in this 
mask are from natural sources. 
The shell is made of natural 
cork, and the inte-
rior has 100% co-
tton lining and is 
elastic. 

“In the ones we 
are producing at 
the moment, the-
re is no filter since 
the cotton lining 
itself allows filte-
ring. But we are 
developing a new 
mask […] that we 
are aiming to cer-
tify for use in hos-
pitals, clinics and security for-
ces staff.”

At the moment, the com-
pany is still testing how long 
the mask can be used for, so it 
is not possible to confirm how 
many times it can be used sa-
fely. But the company assured 
that “it has extended durability 
without losing its characteris-
tics.”

There are also currently se-
veral production units from 
Macau and the mainland pro-
ducing these types of more 
personalized products. Selina 
Wong, who owns one such local 
production unit making masks 
out of anti-bacterial fabric, 
said they gear their production 
toward made-to-order masks 
for children and babies, using 
embroidery, for example, to 
make the products more attrac-
tive to younger users.

Like MontLusa, Wong is also 
preoccupied with ensuring her 
products are environmentally-
-sustainable, but notes the di-
fficulties overcoming the com-
mon view that reusable cotton 
masks are not as hygienic as the 
surgical disposal ones.

“People still criticize them 
as they think these masks are 
not good enough. But in fact, 

we have done several studies 
in collaboration with the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University 
to assure that they were effec-
tive, as if they were not, there 
was no use in producing them,” 
said Wong. “What we found out 
is that you can make a decora-
tive or fashionable mask design 
using different materials as 
long as the filter inside is effec-
tive and strong enough to con-
tain the virus.”

She added that Hong Kong 
Polytechnic Uni-
versity also created 
their own masks 
using the same an-
ti-bacterial fabric.

Both MontLusa 
and Wong’s factory 
started producing 
these masks not 
as a commercial 
activity, but to su-
pply them to their 
employees and 
for personal use. 
Ricardo Lopes of 

MontLusa said that originally 
the creation of the mask was 
not part of any strategic marke-
ting plan, but “made for the use 
of employees.” 

Cheang’s foray into the bu-
siness is more deliberate. He is 
studying some of the new pro-
ducts on the market to unders-
tand how he can create a line of 
face masks that are both func-

tional and stylish. 
On the production of these 

items, Cheang noted that there 
two major concerns regarding 
the functionality of the final 
product. 

“One is the protection factor 
from the virus [it must inclu-
de these characteristics] and 
the second is that it must look 
good,” he said, noting that the 
bigger challenge designers are 
facing at the moment is to “de-
sign a product that looks good 
but that at the same time has a 
protective function. This is the 
most complex part.”

For the time being, he is 
studying two options. First, a 
new product that he acquired 
in Italy some time ago. It has 
a replaceable filter that can be 
used for as long as two months, 
and offers the option of crea-
ting a double layer style shell to 
incorporate common, single- 
use surgical masks.

Cheang says that this is very 
well-designed and efficient, 
but it also carries a hefty price 
tag. His current focus is on how 
to create a similar item that is 
more marketable.

For Tam, including face masks 
in an ANtitled collection just de-
pends on collaborators. She says 
she would enjoy working on such 
a project as long as the final pro-
duct fits into her brand’s identity, 
which focuses on sustainability.

”You can make a decorative 
or fashionable mask design 
using different materials as 

long as the filter inside is 
effective and strong enough 

to contain the virus.
SELINA WONG



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
20.03.2020 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

6

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S

Lawmaker Chan Chak Mo

Youth group 
calls for end to 
discrimination 
against returning 
students 

The Chinese Youth Advancement 
Association has urged the Macau 
community not to discriminate 
against Macau students returning 
from overseas. Recently, over 
3,000 Macau students have 
returned to Macau from high-
prevalence regions outside of 
mainland China. The secretary 
of the association, surnamed Si, 
believes that there is a possibility 
for new cases with the surge 
of Macau students returning to 
town. He wants the Macau public 
to treat these students with a fair 
mentality, reiterating that any kind 
of discrimination is unhelpful in 
relieving the pandemic. A young 
person himself, Si hopes that 
these Macau students and their 
families will cooperate with the 
local government’s prevention 
measures, so as to not increase 
the infection risk for other people. 

Guangdong urges 
travelers to stay 
away for Qing 
Ming festival

The Health Commission of 
Guangdong Province has urged 
people of Chinese ethnicity to 
not visit mainland China for the 
upcoming Qing Ming festival. 
The Guangdong department 
proposed all regions to 
recommend “foreign Chinese, 
residents of Hong Kong, 
Macau and Taiwan, overseas 
Chinese, Chinese teaching 
overseas, Chinese studying 
overseas, Chinese working for 
companies overseas not to 
return to Guangdong, or gather 
in Guangdong, or visit relatives in 
Guangdong, and not to worship 
ancestors in Guangdong.” The 
department proposed that 
people who wish to worship 
their ancestors should seek 
substitutes, such “non-physical” 
online worship. 

Corrupt civil 
servant who 
gambled expelled 
in Hubei province

A junior employee at a Hubei 
state-owned tobacco company 
has been expelled from the 
Chinese Communist Party and 
from public service. According to 
information released by the party 
disciplinary department of Enshi 
county, Hubei, Zhang Rencai, 
a former researcher at China 
Tobacco Hubei Industrial LLC 
Enshi Tobbaco Factory, was found 
guilty of corruption. He was found 
to be concealing his financial 
background and interests. He 
gave other people gifts, engaged 
in “unfair” sexual relationships 
with other people, and gambled 
in Macau, which is not illegal 
but often frowned upon for civil 
servants.

 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Future medical professionals’ 
body to decide on punishments

UM’s Professor Kevin Thompson 
elected to prestigious EASA
PROFESSOR Kevin 

Thompson, founding 
master of the University of 
Macau (UM) Moon Chun 
Memorial College, has 
been elected a member of 
the European Academy of 
Sciences and Arts (EASA) 
for his outstanding con-
tributions in promoting 
the arts, cultural exchan-
ge, the development of 
creative industries and 
the international business 
community, as well as 
music and administrative 
management.

Thompson is the 25th 

person from China to 
be elected to EASA since 
the body was founded in 
1990. 

Due to Covid-19, a fes-
tive ceremony and the for-
mal bestowal of the mem-
bership upon Thompson 
will be held in March next 
year.

EASA is a prestigious 
global academic society. 
Members of the academy 
are leaders in related 
fields, and have made ou-
tstanding contributions 
to promoting creative re-
search, interdisciplinarity, 

international collabora-
tions, and academic ex-
change. Among them, 32 
are Nobel laureates.

Thompson is a fellow 
of the Royal College of 
Music and the Royal So-
ciety of Edinburgh. He 
was conferred an ho-
norary doctorate in arts 
by the University of Ply-
mouth in July 2007. He 
was elected a fellow and 
associate in Cambridge 
by the governing body of 
Clare Hall, University of 
Cambridge, in May 2019. 
He received an honorary 

doctorate from the Royal 
Birmingham Conserva-
toire, decreed by Birmin-
gham City University in 
January 2020.

Moreover, he is a fellow 
of the Royal Society of 
Musicians, and the Royal 
Geographical Society. He 
is also a Churchill Fellow, 
and an associate in Cam-
bridge, the University of 
Cambridge, and the Clare 
Hall 1966 Foundation So-
ciety.

Thompson was for-
merly an advisor to Prime 
Minister Tony Blair’s High 

Level Strategy Group on 
International Students & 
Education in the United 
Kingdom. 

In 2017, French presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
officially announced a de-
cree bestowing Thomp-
son with the title and rank 
of Knight of the National 
Order of Légion of Ho-
nour (Chevalier de l’Or-
dre National de la Légion 
d’honneur).

That same year, 
Thompson was elected 
president of the Macau 
European Chamber of 
Commerce by all seven 
European chambers in 
Macau. In October 2019, 
he was elected vice pre-
sident of the supervisory 
board of the Macau Eu-
ropean Chamber of Com-
merce. DB

THE SAR government has 
agreed with the city’s 

lawmakers that the future me-
dical professionals committee 
should be the entity to decide on 
punishment appeals. 

Yesterday, the Second Stan-
ding Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) met with govern-
ment representatives to discuss 
the healthcare personnel profes-
sional qualification and license 
registration bill. 

According to the chairman of 
the committee, Chan Chak Mo, 
lawmakers were mostly concer-
ned about provisions relating to 
punishments for law infringe-
ment. 

The current bill says that when 
a medical professional is going 
through disciplinary procedures, 
depending on the individual case, 

the medical professional commi-
ttee will make a decision to defi-
ne the nature of the concerning 
practices. The committee will de-
termine the level of any malprac-
tice. 

Once the committee makes a 
decision, the subject is entitled to 
make an appeal to the committee 
within 30 days from the decision 
date. After they appeal, the com-
mittee can make a decision about 
the appeal or choose not to res-
pond, meaning the committee 
will not be obligated to respond. 
The current law provision sug-
gests that if the committee does 
not respond to the second appeal, 
then the appeal will be “rejected 
by default.”

This specific point generated 
discord among lawmakers, who 
argued that this law relates to 

healthcare professionals but not 
engineers or social workers. Heal-
thcare is of greater public interest 
than engineering and social work, 
so failing to respond to the second 
appeal “is very unfair for the con-
cerned parties.” 

The government has endorsed 
the lawmakers’ opinions. They 
have agreed to remove the expres-
sion “rejected by default” and will 
write in the bill that, regardless of 
the situation, the committee must 
make a decision on the second 
appeal, instead of “rejecting by 
default” by failing to respond. 

The lawmakers also suggested 
that the government can amend 
this specific provision by giving 
the committee more than 30 
days, perhaps 45 days or more, to 
give the committee more time to 
decide.

Yesterday, lawmakers asked 
government representatives a 
question which eventually led 
the representatives to admit that 
the government had completely 
copied an article from the social 
work law and included in this 
medical professional law regar-
ding medical professional quali-
fication criteria. The local govern-
ment said there was a possibility 
of amending this article. 

According to the bill, the SAR 
government will appoint the 
members of the first medical pro-
fessional committee. The gover-
nment has not revealed whether 
the director of the Health Bureau 
will serve as the chairman of the 
committee. 

The government claimed it 
had consulted the opinions of 
more than 70 organizations.  JZ
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People applaud as departing medical workers enter Wuhan Tianhe International Airport in Wuhan, earlier this week

COVID-19

Wuhan offers hope on virus 
front; Italy nears stark toll
DAVID RISING, NICK PERRY 
& KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

Y
ESTERDAY was a day of 
contrasts on the front li-
nes of the battle against 
the new coronavirus. 

In a sign of hope, the Chinese 
city of Wuhan reported no new 
homegrown infections, but in a 
stark warning for the world, Italy 
appeared set to surpass China’s 
death toll from the virus.

The two milestones were a dra-
matic illustration of how much 
the global outbreak has pivoted 
toward Europe and the United Sta-
tes. They also showed how the arc 
of contagion can vary in different 
nations, as Italy with 60 million 
people braces to see more carnage 
than China, a nation of 1.4 billion.

Italy registered 2,978 deaths on 
Wednesday after another 475 peo-
ple died. Given that Italy has been 
averaging more than 350 deaths 
a day since March 15, it’s likely to 
overtake China’s 3,249 dead when 
yesterday’s figures are released at 
day’s end.

U.N. and Italian health authori-
ties have cited a variety of reasons 

for Italy’s high toll, key among 
them its large elderly population, 
who are particularly susceptible 
to developing serious complica-
tions from the virus. Italy has the 
world’s second oldest population 
after Japan’s and the vast majority 
of Italy’s dead — 87% — were over 
age 70.

In the United States, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention says 80% of the nation’s 
138 deaths have taken place in 
people over 65. Overall, 8,900 pa-
tients have died around the world, 
and 84,000 have recovered. Aside 
from the elderly and the sick, most 
people only have mild or modera-
te symptoms, like a fever or cough.

In the meantime, the news from 
China’s central city of Wuhan, 
where the virus first emerged late 
last year, offered a rare glimmer of 
hope and perhaps a lesson in the 
strict measures needed to halt its 
spread. It came as President Do-
nald Trump likened the fight to 
“a war” and invoked emergency 
powers that allow him to compel 
manufacturers to deal with the 
pandemic. 

Wuhan once was the place 

where thousands lay sick or dying 
in hurriedly constructed hospi-
tals, the first place in the world 
where medical facilities appea-
red overwhelmed. But Chinese 
authorities said yesterday that all 
34 new cases recorded over the 
previous day had been imported 
from abroad. 

“Today, we have seen the dawn 
after so many days of hard effort,” 
said Jiao Yahui, a senior inspector 
at the National Health Commis-
sion.

While China did not report 
any new cases in Wuhan or Hubei 
province, it did record eight ad-
ditional deaths. Wuhan has been 
under a strict lockdown since 
January. Officials are moving to 
loosen travel restrictions, but only 
inside the surrounding province 
of Hubei. Wuhan remains cut-off, 
with only those with special per-
mission allowed to travel in or out. 

Still, the virus, which has in-
fected 219,000 people around the 
world, took its toll elsewhere, both 
in human and economic terms.

European stock markets were 
up only slightly after losses in Asia 
despite a massive 750 billion-eu-

ro stimulus package announced 
overnight by the European Cen-
tral Bank. Oil dropped below $21 
a barrel Wednesday for the first 
time since 2002, and rose slightly 
yesterday to $23.

The United Nations warned 
that the crisis could lead to the 
loss of nearly 25 million jobs arou-
nd the world.

Elsewhere around the world, 
more borders shut, leaving some 
to wonder how they would get 
back home. In the Pacific, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand shut out 
tourists, allowing only citizens 
and residents to return, while Fiji 
reported its first case, a worrying 
development in a region with 
poor healthcare.

Iran’s top leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei planned to pardon 
10,000 more prisoners — among 
them an unknown number of 
inmates whose cases are political 
— in an apparent effort to com-
bat the coronavirus, Iranian state 
TV reported. The country, whe-
re more than 1,100 people have 
already died from the virus, has 
already released 85,000 prisoners 
on temporary leave. 

In London, home to almost 9 
million, people were being urged 
to stay off public transport as au-
thorities consider imposing tou-
gher curbs on social distancing. 
London is the epicenter of Bri-
tain’s coronavirus outbreak, with 
about one-third of its 2,644 cases.

Bavarian governor Markus 
Soeder said it may be necessary 
to implement a curfew in the 
southern German state if people 
don’t start better following advice 
on restricting social contacts. In 
neighboring Austria, the western 
province of Tyrol put 279 munici-
palities under quarantine in light 
of a large number of COVID-19 
infections there, banning anyone 
from leaving their towns or villa-
ges except to go to work in the Al-
pine region.

The U.S. and Canada both clo-
sed their borders to all but essen-
tial travel and Trump said he plans 
to assert extraordinary powers to 
immediately turn back to Mexico 
anyone who crosses over the sou-
thern border illegally.

Russia and Mexico each repor-
ted their first death from the virus. 
Mexico closed its popular spring 
equinox visits to the Pyramids 
of the Sun and the Moon at Teo-
tihuacan.

In the U.S., the Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average shed more than 
1,300 points on Wednesday, or 
over 6%, and has now lost nearly 
all of the gains it had posted since 
Trump’s inauguration. The White 
House pressed Congress to swiftly 
pass a potentially $1 trillion res-
cue package to prop up the eco-
nomy and speed relief checks to 
Americans in a matter of weeks. 

Calling himself a “wartime pre-
sident,” Trump invoked the De-
fense Production Act of 1950 to 
steer industrial output and over-
come shortages of face masks, 
ventilators and other supplies as 
hospitals brace for an expected 
onslaught of cases. 

California’s governor warned 
that martial law could be impo-
sed. The mayor of New York said 
the city’s 8.6 million residents 
should be prepared for a lock-
down. 

Ford, General Motors and Fiat 
Chrysler, along with Honda and 
Toyota, said they will shut all of 
their factories in the U.S., Cana-
da and Mexico. The closing of 
Detroit’s Big Three alone will idle 
about 150,000 workers, who are 
likely to receive supplemental pay 
in addition to unemployment be-
nefits.

The U.S. has reported more 
than 9,400 coronavirus cases and 
at least 138 deaths, about half of 
them in Washington state, where 
dozens of residents from a subur-
ban Seattle nursing home have 
died.

Scientists believe the true 
number of people infected in the 
United States is higher than re-
ported because of the possibility 
that many mild cases have gone 
unrecognized and because of de-
lays in ramping up testing. AP
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American missiles have hit the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, 
signalling the start of the US-led campaign to topple Sa-
ddam Hussein.

President George Bush delivered a live television ad-
dress shortly after the bombings began, vowing to “di-
sarm Iraq and to free its people”.

The attack was ordered two hours after a final 48-hour 
deadline expired for Saddam Hussein to leave Iraq.

US sources say five key members of the Iraqi regime, in-
cluding the Iraqi leader himself, were targeted in the first 
attacks.

The Iraqis say some non-military targets have been hit 
and a number of civilians wounded in Doura, a southern 
suburb of the capital.

The air strikes began at 0534 local time (0234 GMT). A 
short time later, Iraqi TV broadcast what it said was a live 
speech by Saddam Hussein.

In it he said: “I don’t need to remind you what you should 
do to defend our country.

“Let the unbelievers go to hell, you will be victorious, Iraqi 
people.”

President Bush played down hopes of an early victory.
In his broadcast to the American people he warned the 

campaign “could be longer and more difficult than some 
predict”.

He continued: “This will not be a campaign of half mea-
sures and we will accept no outcome but victory.”

“The dangers to our country and the world will be over-
come. We will pass through this time of peril and carry on 
the work of peace. We will defend our freedom. We will 
bring freedom to others.”

At 2200 GMT British Prime Minister Tony Blair made a live 
televised address to the nation.

He confirmed British troops were in action in Iraq. He 
said their purpose was to remove Saddam Hussein and 
disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction.

The attack has drawn international condemnation and 
brought demonstrators onto the streets in several coun-
tries.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 US launches missiles
	   against Saddam

In context

The Pentagon called the US air strike against Baghdad a “target 
of opportunity” - a chance to attack leadership targets in the 
hope of killing senior Iraqi commanders. It was not the launch of 
full-scale hostilities.
The attack was carried out by F-117 Stealth fighters, but cruise 
missiles were also fired from four US navy warships and two 
submarines.
The following day (21 March) the US and British launched a mas-
sive aerial assault on Baghdad in what the US called its “shock 
and awe” strategy. At the same time, ground forces were ad-
vancing into southern Iraq.
Iraqi forces resisted the American-led coalition troops until 9 
April when a giant statue of the Iraqi leader was toppled by dem-
onstrators in Baghdad but the man himself escaped into hiding.
On 15 April a first meeting was held to talk about a new regime 
in Iraq.
The US formally handed over power to the Iraqis on 28 June 
2004. Saddam Hussein was captured in December 2003, tried 
by an Iraqi court, sentenced to death and hanged on 30 Decem-
ber 2006.

this day in historyPANDEMIC

Mideast airlines lose $7b as 
airports shut to combat virus
AYA BATRAWY& NASSER 
KARIMI, DUBAI

S
EVEN Middle Eas-
tern countries have 
suspended all com-
mercial flights due 

to a fast-spreading new 
virus as the aviation indus-
try’s largest trade associa-
tion announced yesterday 
that airlines in the region 
have already lost more than 
$7 billion in revenue.

The International Air 
Transport Association, 
which represents around 
290 airlines worldwide, said 
the travel restrictions that 
countries have imposed 
to slow down the spread 
of the virus “have more 
far-reaching implications 
than anything we have 
seen before.” 

The group called for 
emergency aid of up to $200 
billion for airlines globally. 

In the Middle East alo-
ne, 16,000 passenger flights 
have been cancelled since 
the end of January. The fi-
nancial losses translate into 
hundreds of thousands of 
jobs at risk, IATA said. 

The Middle East has 
some 20,000 cases of the 
virus, with most cases in 
Iran or linked to travel from 
Iran. The virus killed ano-
ther 149 people in the past 
24 hours in Iran, pushing 
the death toll there to 1,284 
amid over 18,000 confir-
med cases.

Already, major carriers 
like Emirates have urged pi-
lots and cabin crew to take 
unpaid leave. Reports have 
emerged that Qatar Airways 
laid off several hundred 
employees. The airline did 
not immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Job losses in the Middle 
East have especially far-rea-
ching consequences to the 
millions of foreign workers 
who send remittances back 
home to families in India, 
Pakistan, the Philippines 
and eastern European 
countries. Gulf states like 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates rely heavily on fo-
reigners to work as airport 
support staff, pilots, clea-
ners and cabin crew. 

“A lot of jobs are at risk, 
economies of the nations 
are being impacted and 
airline business in the Mid-
dle East is taking a bit hit,” 

Muhammad Albakri, IATA’s 
regional vice president for 
Africa and the Middle East, 
said in a phone conference 
with reporters.

“We are suffering, we 
are struggling. We are blee-
ding,” he said in his most 
urgent appeal yet to go-
vernments to step in and 
urgently help many of the-
se state-owned airlines by 
cutting taxes and offering 
direct financial as-
sistance.

Yesterday, Egypt 
and Lebanon be-
came the latest 
two countries in 
the Middle East to 
shut down airpor-
ts and suspend all 
passenger flights, 
joining Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
Jordan, Tunisia and Moroc-
co.

Sudan’s transitional go-
vernment reopened airpor-
ts for 48 hours only to allow 
Sudanese stranded abroad 
to return home and expats 
to leave the country. Libya’s 
rival governments have also 
closed airports and border 
crossings, allowing only 
humanitarian and cargo 
flights.

Other countries have 
largely limited or halted all 
flights and border crossin-
gs. Some, such as Iraq and 
Lebanon, have ordered ci-
tizens to stay home to con-
tain the virus. 

Private businesses, res-
taurants and government 
institutions have been or-
dered shut across many 
countries in the region, 
leaving only bakeries, su-
permarkets and pharma-
cies open as well as some 
banks.

Since February, Israeli 
national carrier El Al has 
laid off 1,000 employees 
and put another 5,500 on 
unpaid vacation, “almost 
all” of its staff, company 
spokesman Eitan Atias told 
the AP. It has reduced its fli-
ghts from 47 destinations 
globally to just six: New 
York, Newark, Paris, Lon-
don, Toronto and Johan-
nesburg.

Albakri said internatio-
nal bookings are down 40% 
for Mideast airlines and 
domestic bookings are also 
similarly impacted. The loss 
of $7.2 billion in revenue as 
of March 11 is in compari-
son to last year’s revenue at 
the same time, he said. 

In Egypt, the Arab wor-
ld’s most populous coun-
try, some 138,000 jobs are 
immediately at risk and $1 
billion in airline revenue 
has been lost, according to 
IATA. In Saudi Arabia, whi-
ch suspended the year-rou-
nd Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca, $3 billion have been 
lost and more than 140,000 
people could lose their jobs.

Albakri said airlines at 
best have two to three mon-
ths of cash on hand to carry 
them through.

He said another 163,000 
people are at risk of losing 
their jobs in the United 
Arab Emirates, home to 
the region’s biggest carrier 

Emirates and the world’s 
busiest airport for interna-
tional travel in Dubai. The 
UAE’s airlines have absor-
bed $2.8 billion in base re-
venue loss, Albakri said. 

The UAE has not shut its 
airports but has barred the 
entry of all visitors and even 
its foreign residents who 
are currently abroad. The 
decision, which could last 
at least two weeks, impac-

ts people whose 
homes, children, 
bank accounts 
and livelihoods 
are in the coun-
try, but who were 
traveling or out-
side the country. 
Only Emirati citi-
zens are allowed 

to return.
The UAE is unique in 

that only about 10% of 
its population, or about 1 
million people, are Emirati 
citizens. The other 90% are 
foreign residents who fuel 
its economy and keep the 
country running. They hold 
the vast majority of jobs in 
construction, transporta-
tion, hospitality, sales, me-
dicine, education and other 
key sectors. The UAE also 
announced it was suspen-
ding all new labor permits, 
including those for drivers 
and domestic workers, un-
til “further notice.”

For most people, the vi-
rus causes only mild or mo-
derate symptoms, such as 
fever and cough. For some, 
especially older adults and 
people with existing heal-
th problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, inclu-
ding pneumonia. The vast 
majority of people recover 
from the new virus. AP

In the Middle East, 
16,000 passenger 
flights have been 

cancelled since the 
end of January
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Discharged a debt; 5- Latvia’s capital; 9- ___ first you don’t...; 13- Full 

of unresolved questions; 14- Island greeting; 16- Riviera resort; 17- “All the Way” 
lyricist Sammy; 18- Wave-related; 19- Yemen’s capital; 20- Neck of the woods; 21- 
___ in turkey; 22- Mailed communique; 24- Temperate; 26- Just say no; 27- Burning; 
29- Courtroom jargon; 33- Thaw before takeoff; 34- Ripped; 35- Ireland; 36- Poet’s 
preposition; 37- Called one’s bluff; 38- Court fig.; 39- Foal’s father; 41- Hog sound; 
42- Diamond corners; 44- Foundation; 46- Gets under control; 47- Sharp to the 
taste; 48- Charge per unit; 49- Followed; 52- Covering for the head; 53- Sudden 
assault; 57- “___ grip!”; 58- Icon; 60- Assuming that’s true; 61- Allege; 62- Conger 
catcher; 63- Burn the midnight oil, studying; 64- Like grass in the morning; 65- 
Throw; 66- Outstanding;
 
DOWN: 1- Size of type; 2- Yonder; 3- “___ Walked Into My Life” (song from “Mame”); 
4- Energetic; 5- Child’s toy; 6- Greek epic 
poem; 7- Olympus residents; 8- Eureka!; 9- 
Fashionable; 10- Decree; 11- Skin eruption; 
12- Eye drop; 15- Supposed; 23- Bambi’s 
aunt; 25- Indignation; 26- Jeter of the 
Yankees; 27- Eagle’s home; 28- Intensely 
ardent; 29- TV producer Michaels; 30- 
Rub out or remove from memory; 31- 
Locations; 32- Tolkien tree creatures; 
33- Writing table; 34- Spoil; 37- Desperate; 
40- Tidal river; 42- Cave dweller; 43- 1981 
Neil Diamond hit; 45- ___-Bo; 46- Spuds; 
48- Fads; 49- Crikey!; 50- Campbell of 
“Scream”; 51- Bouillabaisse, e.g.; 52- Head 
light?; 54- Bushy hairdo; 55- This ___ 
outrage!; 56- Cupola; 59- Fulfilled;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your ties with your family have 
been looser than you may like, 
but they’re tightening more and 
more as each day passes. Make 
a plan to get together and tell old 
embarrassing stories.

Apr. 20-May. 20
As enlightened as it may be to be 
open-minded and accepting of  all 
different ways of  doing things, at 
a certain point in any decision-
making process, you have to pick 
one way and go with it.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It’s only natural that a past 
relationship would enter your 
mind as you embark upon 
a new one. The similarities 
and the contrasts are just as 
striking.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
There is a bit of  instability 
around you right now (it’s 
nothing to be concerned about) 
that could put you off track for a 
few days if  you aren’t prudent in 
your actions.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Being able to fight back after 
a loss is something you can do 
with grace and fire, so why not 
give it a try? Once bitten, but 
never shy - that should be your 
motto!

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
If  closure is frustratingly slow 
in coming, stop waiting around 
for it. Things are settling down 
nicely enough to give you a firm 
foundation for moving forward, 
so feel free to go ahead.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Reflections aren’t only found 
in mirrors. Today, seeing your 
true self  isn’t really possible 
unless you take the time to 
be honest and accept your 
imperfections.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This could include something as 
simple as a pair of  old shoes or as 
complicated as a romantic partner 
who just doesn’t have their heart in 
the relationship. Toss it to the curb 
and walk away without looking back!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Work the mystery to your advantage. 
Any power struggles aren’t going to 
be a real challenge for you, because 
deep down you know that you have 
all the answers (or at least you should 
act like you do).

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Even though you may have your 
fingers in a million different 
pies, you’ll find a way to put 
it all on hold if  your friends 
need you today. Helping other 
people will help you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When you’re having fun, 
everything is painless, including 
sacrifice. Be careful if  someone 
approaches you to make a business 
offer you can’t refuse. You can 
refuse - and you should refuse.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The way you respect other 
people’s privacy is admirable, 
but it could be limiting your 
opportunities. Don’t be afraid 
to talk to the people around you 
about getting what you want.

  Aquarius Pisces
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ENGLISH soccer will re-
main suspended until at 

least April 30 because of the 
coronavirus outbreak, with 
authorities agreeing yester-
day to extend the season 
“indefinitely” beyond its pre-
vious cut-off point of June 1.

“We are united in our com-
mitment to finding ways of 
resuming the 2019-20 foo-
tball season and ensuring all 
domestic and European club 
league and cup matches are 
played as soon as it is safe 
and possible to do so,” the 
Football Association and the 
Premier League said in a joint 
statement.

The commitment to com-
pleting the current season 
boosted the likelihood of Li-
verpool winning its first lea-

gue title in 30 years. The Reds 
lead the Premier League by 25 
points and needed only two 
more wins from its last nine 
games to clinch the title befo-
re the virus outbreak caused 
the suspension of all soccer in 
the country.

Initially, English authori-
ties suspended play until April 
4 but that always appeared to 
be a holding date while UEFA 
decided whether to call off the 
European Championship.

UEFA’s decision on Tues-
day to postpone the tourna-
ment until 2021 opened up 
space for domestic leagues 
like the Premier League to be 
extended “and, in doing so, 
maintain the integrity of each 
competition,” the FA and Pre-
mier League said. AP

FOOTBALL
England suspends 
leagues until 
April 30, will 
extend season

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan reacts to a question during a news conference at 
The Players Championship golf tournament, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.

GOLF

South African player tests 
positive for the coronavirus
T

HE first player under the 
PGA Tour umbrella has 
tested positive for the new 
coronavirus after returning 

home to South Africa from playing a 
developmental tour event in Mexico.

The PGA Tour says Victor Lange 
made his only PGA Tour Latinoa-
merica start in the Estrella Del Mar 
Open in Mazatlan, Mexico. About a 
week after he returned home, Lange 
accompanied a friend to an unrela-
ted doctor’s appointed and was tes-
ted as a precaution.

The tour said in statement the 
26-year-old Lange received the diag-
nosis Tuesday night. The tour said 
he has no symptoms and is expected 
to make a full recovery while under 
quarantine and medical supervision 
at his home in Johannesburg.

“We appreciate Victor’s prompt 
disclosure of his diagnosis,” the tour 
said, adding it will allow officials to 
alert those with whom Lange might 
have had contact.

The Mexico event was his only 
start this year on the PGA Tour La-
tinoamerica, one of six circuits the 
PGA Tour runs worldwide. Lange 
also played two Sunshine Tour even-

ts earlier this year in South Africa.
The International Federation of 

PGA Tours remain shut down during 
the pandemic, with the European 
Tour canceling and postponing two 
more events on its schedule — the 
Golfsixes, a two-day event on May 
9-10 in Portugal, was canceled; the 
Made in Denmark event on May 21-
24 was postponed. That brings to 
eight tournaments on the European 

Tour either canceled or postponed.
The R&A says it is sticking to its 

schedule for the British Open on 
July 16-19 at Royal St. George’s and 
the Women’s British Open on Aug. 
20-23 at Royal Troon while monito-
ring the COVID-19 pandemic. Nei-
ther course has even begun building 
the infrastructure for those cham-
pionships. though the R&A says it is 
studying a range of options. AP
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Portugal declares state of emergency 
over coronavirus, recorded third death

Portugal stepped up its fight against the rapidly spreading co-
ronavirus outbreak yesterday [Macau time], announcing a mul-
ti-billion euro stimulus package and clearing the way for decla-
ring a state of emergency, Reuters reported.

Possible measures include restriction on movement of people, 
temporary requisitioning of businesses, suspension of the right 
to strike and restrictions to protests and public gatherings. Ar-
med forces can be deployed to enforce the measures. 

Cabinet ministers will meet today to decide on exactly what 
measures will be taken and from when. Portugal has 642 confir-

med cases of coronavirus so far, with two reported deaths. 
“It is and will be a huge challenge for our way of life and for our 

economy,” Portugal’s President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa said in 
a televised address to the nation, explaining the state of emer-
gency is an “exceptional measure in an exceptional time.”  

Under Portuguese law, a state of emergency is limited to 15 
days but can be extended indefinitely in 15-day periods if ne-
cessary.

Portugal has recorded 785 cases of the epidemic and announ-
ced yesterday its third death from Covid-19.

OPINION
World Views
Noah Smith, Bloomberg

UK The Bank of England 
slashed its main interest 
rate to 0.1%, the lowest level 
since its founding in 1694, 
and reactivated a bond-
buying stimulus program in 
response to the economic 
shock of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The bank’s 
nine-member Monetary 
Policy Committee said 
yesterday that the moves 
were designed “to meet the 
needs of U.K. businesses 
and households in dealing 
with the associated 
economic disruption.”

Africa More African 
countries closed their 
borders yesterday as the 
coronavirus’ local spread 
threatened to turn the 
continent of 1.3 billion 
people into an alarming 
new front for the pandemic. 
“About 10 days ago we had 
about five countries” with 
the virus, WHO’s Africa 
chief Dr. Matshidiso Moeti 
told reporters. Now 35 of 
Africa’s 54 countries have 
cases, with the total close to 
650. It’s an “extremely rapid 
evolution,” she said.

Indonesia Thousands 
of people attended an 
ordination ceremony 
for a Catholic bishop on 
the Indonesian island of 
Flores despite calls from 
authorities to avoid mass 
gatherings to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. 
Images of the ordination 
ceremony posted on social 
media showed people 
inside the Ruteng cathedral 
seated next to each other 
and not complying with 
social distancing measures. 
A priest who attended 
the ceremony estimated 
that about 4,000 people 
gathered inside and around 
the church.

Indonesia halted a mass 
congregation of nearly 
9,000 Muslim pilgrims and 
began quarantining them 
and checking their health 
yesterday to prevent 
the further spread of the 
coronavirus amid a spike 
in cases. The four-day 
gathering at a boarding 
school in a rural area in south 
Sulawesi province wasn’t 
approved by authorities and 
drew fears it could spread 
the virus widely in the world’s 
fourth most populous 
nation.
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Face masks signal 
loud and clear

One of the curious little mysteries of the coronavirus 
pandemic is why Japan’s cases have increased so slowly. 
The country hasn’t implemented the widespread tes-
ting of South Korea or the draconian lockdown of Chi-
na. Yet the epidemic has spread only slowly there; the 
country has fewer than 1,000 cases as of this writing, 
lower than tiny Denmark with less than a 20th of the 
population. Some have suggested that Japan has a lar-
ge number of undetected cases, but given the country’s 
vulnerable elderly population the hospitals should be 
flooded with patients if this were true.

So what is Japan doing right? One possibility is that 
Japan’s early move to close schools was a lucky suc-
cess and that schools are the most important way the 
virus is spread. But another possibility is that Japan 
is simply very good at  social distancing  -- avoiding 
groups of people and keeping physical distance from 
strangers. Despite living in densely urbanized areas, Ja-
pan is famous for social isolation. Relatively few young 
people live with roommates. The country’s culture is 
geared around maintaining personal space whenever 
possible; greetings, for example, are done by bowing 
instead of shaking hands.

Also, many people wear surgical masks. Usually this is 
done by those with colds or flu, to prevent others from 
getting sick. A mask can block someone from exhaling 
infectious droplets. But perhaps more importantly, it 
can signal other people to keep their distance.

When most people use the word “signaling,” they 
just mean any sort of communication. It’s possible 
that wearing a mask could simply be an easy way of 
telling other people “I’m sick, stay away.” A mask could 
also be used to send a false message, if people without 
symptoms simply want to ensure that others stay back.

But in economics, the word signaling has a special 
meaning. The basic idea is that people do something 
difficult or costly - for example, going through a frater-
nity initiation - to prove themselves in some way. Some 
believe that tattoos are a social signal; they’re very visi-
ble and hard to remove, so they might represent a way 
that people prove that they’re committed to a certain 
subculture. Economists have used the signaling idea 
to try to explain everything from college education to 
hipster mustaches (with varying degrees of plausibili-
ty).

Wearing a mask could serve as a relatively costly sig-
nal that someone is serious about social distancing. It’s 
costly because it looks unattractive and causes other 
people to treat you with suspicion. Thus, it could be a 
forceful, effective message to others to stay away when 
otherwise they might not respect your boundaries.

But if even a few more Americans wear masks, it 
could send a credible signal to all those who might 
otherwise disdain authoritarian government directives 
or breathless media reports. The mask-wearers would 
get funny looks or even taunts initially, but their pre-
sence would help convince their skeptical neighbors 
that this is an unusual and serious situation requiring 
an unusual and serious response.

The problem is that surgical masks now are in short 
supply. The U.S. isn’t a big manufacturer of masks; it 
has chosen to outsource that task to China. So until 
production can be ramped up, most masks need to be 
reserved for medical use.

A few Americans wearing masks as a social signal 
to encourage social distancing is fine, but if too many 
people do it, it can deprive hospitals of the materials 
they need.

Still, when mask production comes online, more 
Americans should consider adopting this common Ja-
panese practice. Until then, Americans should consi-
der using a face scarf instead. Coronavirus won’t be the 
last pandemic, and teaching Americans how to shift 
into social distancing mode will bear lasting dividends.

LI WENLIANG

Chinese probe criticizes 
police reprimand of 
virus doctor

CHINA’S top discipli-
nary body has critici-

zed how police handled 
the case of a Chinese doc-
tor who was reprimanded 
for rumor-mongering after 
he shared a warning with 
others about the coronavi-
rus in the early days of the 
outbreak.

Dr. Li Wenliang later died 
from the virus, sparking a 
national outpouring of grief 
and criticism of authorities 
on social media.

Chinese media reports 
late yesterday said an inves-
tigation by the State Super-
vision Commission, China’s 
top disciplinary body, fou-
nd that the reprimand was 
inappropriate. It urged the 
police to revoke the repri-
mand and hold those invol-
ved accountable.

Li, an eye doctor, was one 
of several medical workers 
detained in early January 
for spreading word about 
the then-unknown disease. 
Authorities have been accu-
sed of covering up the ini-
tial outbreak, endangering 
heath workers and allowing 
it to spread more widely.

According to state news 
agency Xinhua, the report 
says that in December last 
year several hospitals in 
Wuhan received a certain 
number of patients with 
pneumonia of unknown 
cause.

On Dec. 30, the Wuhan 
Municipal Health Commis-
sion issued internal docu-
ments ordering efforts to 
treat patients with pneu-

monia of unknown cause.
On the same day, soon 

after receiving information 
forwarded to Li by a collea-
gue, the former posted in 
one of his WeChat chat 
groups text messages in-
cluding “seven SARS cases 
were confirmed at Huanan 
fruits and seafood market”, 
a photo and a video clip.

Li later sent more mes-
sages to the chat group: 
“According to the latest in-
formation, it is confirmed 
to be coronavirus infec-
tion. The type of the virus 
is being determined.” “... 
Please alert your families to 
take precautions.”

The messages, along 
with other similar informa-
tion, led to public attention 
and discussions.

The report cited by Xi-
nhua, went on saying that 
on Jan. 3, 2020, a local poli-
ce station of the Wuhan Pu-
blic Security Bureau sum-
moned Li for a talk in line 
with the spirit of Wuhan’s 
arrangements on preven-
ting and controlling the 
epidemic of pneumonia of 
unknown cause.

During the talk, Li said it 
was wrong to send the SAR-
S-related messages in a We-
Chat group.

A letter of police repri-
mand was issued to Li.

On Jan. 10, 2020, Li deve-
loped a fever. He was hos-
pitalized on Jan. 12 at the 
ophthalmology ward of the 
Central Hospital of Wuhan 
before being transferred to 
the No. 3 ward zone of the 

hospital’s respiratory and 
critical care department 
two days later. Li was trans-
ferred to the intensive care 
unit of the respiratory and 
critical care department on 
Jan. 23 and died on Feb. 7.

Li’s attending doctors 
said the treatment for him 
was procedure-based and 
timely and the medics did 
their best.

According to Xinhua, 
Wuhan Municipal Human 
Resources and Social Se-
curity Bureau has identi-
fied Li as a case of occupa-
tional injuriy, for which a 
workplace death subsidy 
and a funeral subsidy have 
been paid in accordance 
with regulations. Li’s family 
has also received payment 
from a donated insurance 
scheme.

The investigators have 
suggested that local su-
pervisory authorities look 
into the issuance of the re-
primand letter to Li, which 
“was inappropriate and fai-
led to respect relevant law 
enforcement procedures, 
and urge police to revoke 
the letter and hold those 
responsible accountable 
and release the results in a 
timely manner.”

In death, Li Wenliang be-
came the face of simmering 
anger at the party’s con-
trols over information and 
complaints that officials 
lie about or hide disease 
outbreaks, chemical spills, 
dangerous consumer pro-
ducts or financial frauds. 
MDT/AGENCIES


