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WHO A petition to oust the 
World Health Organization 
Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
has now surpassed 
500,000 signatures, 
the media reported. 
On Jan. 31, a netizen 
named Osuka Yip started 
a petition titled, “Call for 
the resignation of Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General,” 
on Change.org, citing the 
official’s refusal on Jan. 
23 to designate the novel 
coronavirus a global health 
emergency. More on p8 

China A Chinese citizen 
who was working as a 
professor in Japan has 
been detained in China 
for alleged espionage 
and has confessed 
to spying and other 
unspecified wrongdoing, 
Beijing’s foreign ministry 
said yesterday. Ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang 
said the case against Yuan 
Keqin was backed up by 
“clear fact and conclusive 
evidence” and has been 
transferred to prosecutors. 

Hong Kong An opposition 
politician has been 
arrested over an online 
post criticizing a policeman 
who blinded a journalist 
in one eye during anti-
government protests 
last year, local media 
said. Cheng Lai-king 
was released yesterday 
afternoon after being 
formally charged with 
sedition earlier in the day, 
public broadcaster RTHK 
said. 

G20 Leaders of the world’s 
most powerful economies 
are convening virtually 
today [Macau time]  in 
an effort to coordinate 
a response to the fast-
spreading coronavirus, 
which has shuttered 
businesses and forced 
well over a quarter of the 
world’s population into 
home isolation.
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Coronavirus 
infects half a 
million people
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QUARANTINE HOTEL
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MONEY NOT A PROBLEM IN TALKS WITH GAMING 
CONCESSIONAIRES, GOVERNMENT SAYS
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Money not the issue in 
quarantine hotel negotiation 

Gov’t auditor uncovers subsidy error
AN error made by the 

organizer of the Ma-
cau Food Festival has shif-
ted the event from making 
a profit to making a loss, 
the Audit Commission 
pointed out in its audit re-
port. The error benefited 
the organizers however, 
as the festival would have 
had to reimburse its subsi-

dizer, the Macao Founda-
tion, with the profits.

The report pointed out 
that there is no legal stipu-
lation requiring the Ma-
cao Foundation to review 
the Profit and Loss reports 
submitted by subsidized 
entities, considering the 
large amount of entities it 
subsidizes per year.

During the review, the 
government auditor reali-
zed that some of the sub-
sidies for a particular en-
tity had not been included 
in the report. The entity, 
which has received about 
MOP8.5 million annually 
from the foundation for 
several years, later turned 
out to be the Macau Food 

Festival.
The festival was also 

found to be receiving 
funds from the Macao 
Government Tourism Of-
fice and the Environmen-
tal Protection Bureau, as 
well as the relatively small 
amount of MOP140,000 
from the Sports Fund, 
which was never reported 

to the foundation. The de-
tails were uncovered after 
reports from 2015 to 2018 
were cross-referenced.

The commission dis-
covered the organi-
zer reported a profit of 
MOP700,000 in 2015, and 
losses for the next three 
consecutive years, ran-
ging from MOP50,000 in 
2016 to MOP460,000 in 
2018.

If the funds from the 
Sports Fund had been 
added to the accounts, 

the 2016 event would 
have turned a profit. This 
would have eventually 
led to the festival reim-
bursing the Macao Foun-
dation. The commission 
noted the issue was not 
followed up.

However, the founda-
tion said the subsidized 
entity had submitted cer-
tified financial statemen-
ts signed by an accredited 
accountant or auditor, 
which the foundation 
found reliable. AL

ANTHONY LAM

DURING the government’s 
negotiation with hotel ope-

rators on offering their premises 
to host quarantined returnees, 
money has not been a main topic, 
Inês Chan, head of the Depart-
ment for Licensing and Inspec-
tion of the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) disclosed.

Currently the government is 
offering 5,600 patacas per 14 days 
of room use to hotels being desig-
nated as quarantine facilities. The 
MGTO official said two days ago 
that the subsidy is for all hotels, 
regardless of their star rating.

When questioned whether this 
factor has set hurdles to the gover-
nment’s search for designated ho-

tels, the official expressed that it 
was unlikely. In negotiations with 
hotel operators, Chan said that 
both parties seldom touched on 
the topic of pricing.

“The [subsidy] is a publicized 
reference point,” the official said 
at yesterday’s daily press confe-
rence. She added that there was 
not much of a tug of war on the 
negotiation table on this issue.

Two days ago at the press con-
ference, Chan said that many ho-
tel operators have contacted them 
with regard to offering their pre-
mises as quarantine facilities. The 
official said they were of various 
sizes and scales.

The tourism and health autho-
rities tend not to choose hotels 
that are too small as it could get 

filled up easily. On the other hand, 
hotels that are too big – usually 
connected with non-accommo-
dation facilities – may not be a 
good choice either, as it may cau-
se security and management dif-
ficulties.

In order to transform a large re-
sort into a quarantine facility, the 
authorities need to ensure that 
they can be accessed directly from 
neighboring streets. “When ente-
ring the hotel, the quarantined in-
dividual should not pass through 
any [shopping or casino] areas,” 
the tourism official said.

“Access to the hotel and other 
areas must be ‘physically separa-
te’,” the official added. “It means 
that the quarantined and other 
guests should not cross paths.” 

She hinted that each hotel has 
“doors that the public can see and 
that the public cannot”.

With that said, the government 
has confirmed that if an integrated 
resort is being used for quarantine 
purposes, other public areas, such 
as shopping malls and casino, will 
likely remain in operation. In order 
to facilitate that, “only small ad-
justments” – the official assures –  
will need to be made.

FLU CASES DROP 
Leong Iek Hou, coordinator 

at the Macau Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
has revealed that the toll of flu in-
fection in the past two months or 
so has dropped to zero.

The health authority attributed 

this to rise of public conscious-
ness in maintaining hygiene. It all 
started when Covid-19 emerged 
in Macau. From late January, after 
Lunar New Year holidays, schools 
and public services were suspen-
ded. Events and gatherings were 
called off or discouraged by the 
government. Wearing face masks 
in public became a must.

“When all these happened, the 
number of flu infection dropped 
dramatically to zero,” Leong told 
yesterday’s press conference. 
“Moreover, the condition has 
maintained for a long time.”

The medical doctor unveiled 
that in the past month or so, the 
Conde São Januário Hospital has 
not recorded a single case of flu, 
although it conducted flu test on 
patients every day.

On the other hand, Leong 
reassured members of the public 
that they do not need to worry 
about living next to a home-qua-
rantined.

“In epidemiology, there are 
three factors making a contagion: 
source, channel and immunity,” 
the doctor stated. There must be 
a source of infection, a channel 
to allow an infection, as well as 
a person’s immunity to an infec-
tion.

“When droplets cannot pass 
to another person, the channel is 
cut off. The infection will not be 
completed,” the doctor explai-
ned.

She also considers it possible 
that Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus infection will drop this pe-
riod, “as people have been advi-
sed to conduct social distancing,” 
the doctor estimated.

While there has been a period 
when people stayed at home ex-
tensively, Leong was asked whe-
ther the pregnancy rate would 
be affected. “It may rise or fall, 
depending on how close people 
are,” Leong said.
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Mak Soi Kun: Foreign-capital corporations ‘out of line’
LAWMAKER Mak Soi 

Kun has accused Ma-
cau’s “foreign-capital enter-
prises” of being “out of line” 
because they are not hel-
ping the local government 
by renting out integrated 
resort property for quaran-
tine purposes. 

Earlier this week, Chief 
Executive Ho Iat Seng ex-
pressed his disappoint-
ment at the city’s gaming 
concessions because they 
were unreachable when the 
government was looking for 
more hotels for quarantine 
purposes. 

“When I heard the Chief 
Executive, I felt, as a petty 
bourgeois, that these foreig-
n-capital enterprises [were] 
out of line. In regard to this 
incident, they only know 
how to make money from 
Macau, but make no contri-
bution,” said Mak. 

Mak also remarked that 

all of Macau’s sectors had 
donated resources to Ma-
cau. Many small and me-
dium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs) insisted on opera-
ting, and Mak said that the-
se SMEs had been suppor-
ting the local government 

in maintaining the city’s 
economy. 

Macau’s casinos are ta-
xed at a rate of 35% of gross 

gaming revenue (GGR). 
However, in Mak’s opinion, 
these large-size gaming 
operators still only make 
money in the city instead of 
contributing.  

“The gaming industry, 
as [the] leading industry 
in Macau, makes so much 
money every year,” said 
Mak, pointing out that the 
Chief Executive even had to 
publicly urge these corpo-
rations to fulfil their social 
responsibilities. 

Compared with gaming 
enterprises, local SMEs 
are outstanding for their 
“passion and gratitude” for 
the country and the Ma-
cau SAR, according to the 
lawmaker. 

Mak, as a lawmaker, has 
consistently been a voice 
for Macau residents in his 
AL speeches and has ur-
ged the government to put 
further sanctions in place 

for uncooperative gaming 
operators. 

“In the future, the SAR 
government’s economic 
policies should not tilt [in 
favor of] foreign capital en-
terprises. They should care 
more about Macau local 
SMEs,” said Mak, claiming 
that the proposal comes 
from other residents. 

Meanwhile, lawmaker 
Angela Leong, who is also 
co-chair with another 
executive director at SJM 
Holdings, defended the ga-
ming operators, noting that 
concessionaires have exer-
ted its efforts to deter the 
spread of the outbreak.“-
Some colleagues may not 
know that gaming opera-
tors have done a lot and 
spent lots of efforts during 
this pandemic. You can vi-
sit gaming companies di-
rectly to learn about it,” said 
Leong. JZ 

Hopes for SAR’s unprecedented uncertainty 
to stabilize in second half of 2020 
JULIE ZHU

S
ECRETARY for Finan-
ce and Economy Lei Wai 
Nong said during yester-
day’s Legislative Assembly 

plennary meeting (AL) that there 
are signs the economy will recover 
in the second half of 2020. 

Yesterday, after Lei presented 
the government’s revised 2020 bu-
dget proposal to the AL, legislators 
approved in a first reading of the 
amendments. The government 
had cut its 2020 forecast for gross 
gaming revenue to 130 billion 
patacas (USD16 billion), half the 
initial projection of 260 billion pa-
tacas. 

The secretary depicted the 
novel coronavirus, as the most 
“unprecedented uncertainty” the 
Macau SAR has ever encountered. 
The pandemic has caused nu-
merous issues in the city, ranging 
from a higher rate of unemploy-
ment, to health risks and econo-
mic recession.  

However, while acknowledging 
that the city is suffering due to Co-
vid-19, Lei is still hopeful. He be-
lieves that this uncertainty might 
make way for economic changes 
in the last half of 2020.  

As indicated by Lei, service and 
exports, which account for appro-
ximately 75% of Macau’s economy, 
may rebound as mainland China 
recovers from the pandemic. Ser-
vice and exports are closely linked 

to tourism.
Currently, the Macau domestic 

market contributes 25% to the ci-
ty’s economy with its local power 
of consumption. 

“We need time and more mea-
sures,” said Lei. “At the moment, 
we need domestic consumption 
[that is] aimed at helping local 
small and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) get through the tough win-
ter.” 

The revised bill proposed mul-
tiple financial support measures 
for local people and local com-
panies. 

“We need to protect SMEs be-
cause they represent 90% of Ma-
cau’s local companies, providing 
40% of jobs,” said Lei, suggesting 
that protecting SMEs would keep 

Macau society stable. 
According to Lei, the local go-

vernment’s hope for stable em-
ployment and a stable society lies 
in mainland China, as the region 
contributes 70% of Macau’s tourist 
arrivals. 

As of 6 p.m. yesterday, main-
land China reported a total of 547 
imported Covid-19 infections out 
of a total of 4,541 infections. 

Lei believes that the situation in 
mainland China is “getting stable.” 
Once the situation is finally stable, 
the local government will launch 
tourism plans to attract mainland 
visitors to travel to Macau. 

“We want them to stay here 
more than one night,” said Lei, 
as he explained the government’s 
plan. 

Last month, the city’s tourism 
arrivals dropped 95.6% year-on- 
year, with only 156,300 visitors re-
corded.

Those arriving from China re-
gistered a year-on-year drop of 
97.2% with a total of just 72,300.

Echoing Lei’s sentiments, 
lawmaker Zheng Anting is also 
looking forward to seeing the eco-
nomy recover. Zheng wants tou-
rists, especially mainland tourists, 
to see Macau as the first region to 
“excellently” carry out Covid-19 
prevention procedures. 

In Zheng’s words, “mainland 
China and the world envy Macau 
for its excellent work” handling the 
outbreak of the virus. 

“With Macau being safer than 
anywhere else, [affluent] visitors 

from mainland China will come to 
Macau instead of go to other pla-
ces,” said Zheng. 

Zheng’s opinion aligns with the 
secretary’s. Lei endorsed Zheng 
and further elaborated on his opi-
nions regarding Macau’s econo-
mic recovery. 

According to the secretary, the 
local government’s strict Covid-19 
policy aims to remind the touris-
ts how safe Macau is, especially 
mainland and Hong Kong tourists. 

The local government expec-
ts to present its policy address in 
April, at the AL. The relevant go-
vernment secretaries will reveal 
the tourism recovery plan during 
the policy address.

Lawmaker Agnes Lam asked 
for confirmation of whether the 
mainland had scheduled visita-
tion permits to Macau to resume 
in July. 

The secretary did not answer, 
only saying that even if the eco-
nomy makes a recovery in the 
second half of the year, the city 
should not expect the economy to 
be as it was in 2018 or 2019. 

Despite suggesting several ti-
mes that the economy would 
commence recovery in the second 
half of 2020, Lei said that the local 
government wants the public to 
be well prepared. He also believes 
they may bring another budget 
bill to the AL later this year in case 
the Covid-19 situation persists or 
worsens. 
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SHMild patients 

transferred 
to Coloane

Three Covid-19 patients with 
mild symptoms have been 
transferred to the Public Health 
Clinical Center on Coloane 
Hilltop for treatment, Lo Iek 
Long, medical director of the 
Conde São Januário Hospital 
disclosed. The doctor stressed 
that there is nothing to worry 
about, as this is part of a pre-
existing contingency plan. 
There are 120 beds in total 
on the top three floors of the 
center. The Health Bureau is 
now only using the top floor 
of the center. Arrangements 
for patients will be adjusted 
according to the situation. 
Currently, only 8.6% of 
negative pressure isolation 
ward beds are being used. 
Lo is confident that the local 
hospital has adequate capacity.

Insurance agents 
ask for license 
fee waiver

An association representing 
local insurance agents 
has made a request to 
the government to waive 
this year’s license fee. In 
addition, they requested 
that the government waive 
or postpone the compulsory 
training sessions for this year. 
The other three requests 
the association has made to 
the government were about 
extending relief measures to 
the industry, expanding the 
use of medical vouchers to 
medical insurance charges, as 
well as investigating medical 
insurance for all. The Monetary 
Authority of Macao replied 
to the association that the 
government has already 
announced several types of 
tax returns and a waiver on the 
license fee is likely included.

Many hotels 
show interest 
in becoming 
designated hotels

After Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng expressed 
disappointment several days 
ago about the difficulty the 
government faced sourcing 
hotels to host quarantined 
arrivals, Inês Chan from the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) disclosed 
that many hotels – some of 
them small hostels – have 
contacted the office to express 
their willingness to become a 
designated hotel, or to inquire 
about the scheme. However, 
the tourism official declined 
to name any hotels as “there 
is a lot of work going on” and 
she did not want to cause 
public confusion. Before being 
confirmed as a designated 
hotel, inspectors from the 
Health Bureau, MGTO and the 
police will inspect the premises.

Pousada de Coloane 
temporarily closes 
POUSADA de Coloane 

Boutique Hotel has volun-
tarily halted operations until 
April 10, following the gover-
nment’s announcement that 
the 30th novel coronavirus 
case is a 52-year-old tourist 
who stayed at the hotel. 

The general manager of 
the hotel, Luis Heredia, said, 
“We don’t know how long [we 
will be closed]. It was not un-
der the directive of the gover-
nment but they said we had to 
be monitoring ourselves.”

Heredia said that the hotel 
employees had minimal con-
tact with the guest.

In the meantime, the hotel 
is disinfecting the premises.

According to a staff mem-
ber the Times spoke with, the 
hotel may be operating again 

April 10. Following the local 
government’s announcement 
of the Covid-19 case, the hotel 
immediately stopped selling 
rooms online and closed its 
restaurant.

On Wednesday, the go-
vernment announced that 
the Australian national clai-
med that he and his wife had 
mostly stayed within hotel 
grounds or nearby areas be-
tween March 16 and March 
20.

The couple visited The Ve-
netian Macao on March 19 via 
the number 26A public bus. 
He attempted to enter the 
casino but was refused entry 
because he was not carrying 
his passport. After being de-
nied entry, they returned to 
Coloane. LV

Gov’t lists Royal 
Dragon Hotel as 10th 
quarantine venue

ROYAL Dragon Hotel 
is the 10th hotel to 

be designated as a me-
dical observation and 
quarantine facility star-
ting from today, increa-
sing the total number 
of quarantine rooms to 
2,416.

Royal Dragon Hotel is 
situated in ZAPE on the 
Macau peninsula, and 
has 144 rooms available.

This is the fifth hotel 
on the Macau penin-
sula that is being used 
by the government as 
a medical facility after 
The Grand Harbour 
Hotel, Metropole Hotel, 
San Tung Fong Com-

mercial Inn South Wing 
and Grand Lapa Hotel. 

So far, the SAR gover-
nment has temporarily 
enlisted a total of 10 ho-
tels as venues for medi-
cal observation, inclu-
ding Pousada Marina 
Infante Hotel, Golden 
Crown China Hotel, 
Regency Art Hotel, and 
Grand Coloane Resort.

As part of the pro-
cess for choosing de-
signated hotels for me-
dical observation, the 
SAR government must 
take a diverse range of 
factors and conditions 
into careful conside-
ration. They must also 

gain the consent of the 
hotels.

“These designated 
hotels are committed 
to social responsibility, 
providing support and 
coordination with the 
SAR government for 
implementation of the 
measure of medical ob-
servation,” the Macao 
Government Tourism 
Office reiterated in a 
statement issued yes-
terday. 

Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng has called on 
the six gaming conces-
sionaires to fulfill their 
corporate social respon-
sibility obligations. LV

Portuguese community 
launches fundraising for 
Portugal’s Covid-19 battle
THE Portuguese community 

in Macau launched a fun-
draising campaign this week, 
aiming to help healthcare pro-
fessionals in Portugal obtain 
personal protective equipment 
and other medical equipment 
urgently needed to fight the 
Covid-19 outbreak in the Euro-
pean country.

The initiative has brought 
together almost 20 institutions 
and people in support of Portu-
gal’s efforts to combat the ou-
tbreak in less than two weeks.

The group, headed by seve-

ral important figures from the 
local Portuguese community, 
has already created an account 
at the Banco Nacional Ultra-
marino (BNU) with the num-
ber 9016556516, where all the 
funds will be collected.

At a press conference organi-
zed by the group, the president 
of Casa de Portugal in Macau, 
Amélia António, explained that 
the priorities for the acquisi-
tion of equipment and other 
items were established based 
on a list from the Portuguese 
Ministry of Health, which sta-

ted the materials needed most. 
She also noted that the main 
goal is “to help to prevent dea-
ths as much as possible, as well 
as to prevent a larger number 
people being infected,” as quo-
ted by Lusa.

Another important figure in 
the community, António José 
de Freitas, who is president of 
the local Holy House of Mercy, 
was also quoted saying that this 
is an urgent contribution to 
Portugal’s ‘war efforts’ against 
the virus. He stressed that the-
re is not much time left, as the 

items are needed urgently, so 
the account will only be open 
for donations until April 5.

Up until yesterday, Portugal 
had registered a total of 2,362 
cases of infection which has al-
ready resulted in 33 deaths.

The exponential growth in 
the number of cases led the 
president of the Portugue-
se Republic, Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa, to declare a state of 
emergency for the whole coun-
try a week ago. The decree is 
valid for two weeks (until the 
end April 2). RM
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TSI rejects appeal on contract 
of fourth Macau-Taipa bridge

Gov’t spots defect in 
Hengqin crossing facility
THE Macau SAR gover-

nment has discovered 
defects in the Macau immi-
gration facility of the future 
Hengqin port, according to 
Secretary for Security Wong 
Sio Chak. 

Yesterday, Wong revea-
led to local media that he 
had noticed the problems 
during his previous visits to 
the new Hengqin port im-
migration building in Ma-
cau.

He added that various 
government departmen-
ts are still in the process of 
making improvements. The 

local security authority will 
work with the public works 
secretariat to repair the de-
fect.

The construction of the 
new Hengqin port buil-
ding was supervised by the 
Zhuhai Government. Com-
menting on the quality of 
the building, Wong defen-
ded the Zhuhai government, 
saying that they had built 
the Macau immigration fa-
cility in accordance with the 
SAR’s requirements. 

In August 2018, the Ma-
cau government reached a 
consensus with the Guang-

dong government to build 
a new Hengqin port. The 
newly completed Macau 
immigration facility, which 
was handed over to Macau 
on March 18, already needs 
to be “fixed.” 

The secretary indicated 
the new facility might be 
operational within the year, 
although it depends on the 
“small-scale repair[s]” that 
need to be done. 

The port includes an 
immigration checkpoint 
building, an entry-exit plat-
form, and the main body of 
the lotus flower bridge. The 

SAR will acquire more facili-
ties during and second and 
third phases of the transfer.

Meanwhile, besides re-
porting on the border faci-
lity, Wong also commented 
on special rewards for the 
security authority’s frontline 
workers in the battle against 
Covid-19. 

Wong will follow the 
Chief Executive’s order to 
expand the reward scheme 
to include frontline security 
force workers. 

At the end of this year, se-
curity force workers’ perfor-
mance during the Covid-19 
period will become one of 
the criteria for the special 
merit reward for police of-
ficers. The reward will be ei-
ther cash or holidays. 

Wong himself will make 
the final decision as to the 
number to be awarded. JZ

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Court of Second Ins-
tance (TSI) has rejected 
a request to suspend the 
contract for the design 

and construction of the fourth 
Macau-Taipa sea bridge, the Of-
fice of the President of the Final 
Appeal Court informed.

Collectively, the judges deci-
ded to reject the preventive in-
junction request, however that 
does not mean that the case has 
been ruled in favor of the appe-
llant. A decision previously made 
by the government in an order 
of the Chief Executive (CE) on 
October 15, 2019 had awarded 

the contract for the design and 
construction of the fourth link to 
a consortium.

The consortium is composed 
of the China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corporation, Chi-
na Railway Construction Bridge 
Engineering Group Co., Ltd and 
Omas Construction and Enginee-
ring Company Limited.

In fact, at this point, the TSI 
only rejected a request to sus-
pend the contract, which would 
have forced the start of work to be 
postponed while further action 
takes place in court.

On the decision to reject the 
request, the Collective Court said 
that the decision was not made 

on the basis of the analysis of any 
proof or evidence for the claims of 
the appellant, but due to a techni-
cal mistake the appellant made.

This fact led to the TSI’s deci-
sion. The appellant, Coneer En-
genharia e Administração, Limi-
tada, participated in the tender 
for the contract for the design 
and construction of the fourth 
Macau-Taipa maritime bridge 
in a consortium that included 
China Road and Bridge Corpora-
tion. Coneer should have presen-
ted the appeal together with the 
other company that was part of 
the consortium, as Coneer alone 
has no legitimate claim to request 
the suspension of the effective-

ness of the award of the contract. 
The decision was accepted by the 
appellant.

The tender received a total of 
seven different bids at the time. 
When the winner of the tender 
was announced, Coneer Enge-
nharia e Administração, Limita-
da, who was one of the bidders, 
contested the government’s deci-
sion. They claimed that the public 
tender had “serious defects that 
tainted its validity,” the appeal 
document noted.

The appellant made several 
claims. They argued there shou-
ld have been an audience with 
all the tender participants, and a 
report explaining the factors that 

led to the decision to attribute the 
contract to the tender winner as 
well as the criteria used to decide 
the winning bid before the deci-
sion was made public by CE order.

Although the current decision 
by TSI is not final, they anticipate 
that Coneer’s case is likely to fail 
for the very same reasons.

The contract for the design 
and construction of the fourth 
link between the peninsula and 
Taipa Island was awarded to the 
consortium of three companies 
for 5.3 billion patacas and with an 
execution time of 1,098 working 
days.

The bridge will be about 3.1 
kilometers long, 2.9 kilometers 
of which will be a section above 
the sea. The main section of the 
bridge is to consist of four lanes 
of traffic in each direction, with 
the center lanes on each side re-
served for motorcycle traffic. The 
bridge will connect Zone E1 of 
new reclaimed land in Pac On to 
Zone A.

Guangdong 
implements new 
restrictions for 
all nationals

ALL people entering the People’s Republic of 
China through a border checkpoint in Guang-

dong face new restrictions from 6 a.m. today, the 
mainland authorities announced last night.

Upon arrival, all nationals, including Macau 
residents, will be tested for novel coronavirus 
infection. In addition to that, they will be put in 
monitored quarantine for 14 days at their own 
expense. The measures cover people of all natio-
nalities and transit passengers.

People critical to maintaining daily routine 
of Guangdong, Macau and Hong Kong will be 
exempted from the quarantine but a nucleic 
acid test will be conducted.

The statement released by mainland autho-
rity hinted that the new measures are results of 
regional communications. AL
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NOVEL CORONAVIRUS

Infections near 500,000 as  health systems buckle
DAVID RISING, ARITZ PARRA 
& COLLEEN LONG, MADRID

T
HE number of coronavi-
rus infections were set to 
top a half-million worl-
dwide yesterday as both 

Italy and the United States appea-
red poised to surpass China, where 
the pandemic began, and Spain’s 
death toll climbed to more than 
4,000. Health care systems in Euro-
pe and New York buckled under the 
strain.

Faced with the spread of the 
pandemic, the U.S. Senate passed 
a $2.2 trillion economic rescue pa-
ckage steering aid to businesses, 
workers and health care facilities. 
Millions of Americans hoped the 
measure, which is expected to be 
voted on in the House on Friday, 
would give them a lifeline as they 
lost jobs, income and child care 
due to lockdowns, travel restric-
tions and business closures.

At least 2.8 billion people are un-
der severe travel restrictions. But 
the head of the World Health Or-
ganization, Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, scolded world leaders for 
wasting precious time in the fight 
against the virus that has already 
killed more than 22,000 people 
and infected over 480,000, thrown 
millions out of work and ravaged 
the world economy. 

“The time to act was actually 
more than a month ago or two 
months ago,” he said. “We squan-
dered the first window of opportu-
nity. ... This is a second opportunity, 
which we should not squander and 
do everything to suppress and con-
trol this virus.” 

In the United States, where vi-
rus deaths passed 1,050 and 70,000 
people were infected, a political 
battle raged between those deman-
ding urgent action for a long siege 
against the pandemic, like New 
York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, and Pre-
sident Donald Trump. 

Trump has expressed hope chur-
ches could return to normal by Eas-
ter on April 12, and grumbled that 
“our country wasn’t built to be shut 
down” — apparently concerned 
that the outbreak’s devastating ef-
fects on financial markets and em-
ployment will harm his re-election 
chances. Democrats say Trump is 
prioritizing the economy over the 
health and safety of Americans.

“I’d like to say, let’s get back to 
work next Friday,” said Joe Biden, 
the front-runner for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination. 
“That’d be wonderful. But it can’t 
be arbitrary.”

In Brazil, the country’s governors 
are defying President Jair Bolsonaro 
over his call to reopen schools and 
businesses, dismissing his argu-
ment that the “cure” of widespread 
shutdowns to contain the spread of 
the coronavirus is worse than the 
disease. 

Brazil’s Supreme Court upheld 
virus mitigation plans that had 
been challenged by Bolsonaro. As 
of yesterday, the country had more 
than 2,550 cases and 59 deaths.

New York has emerged as a glo-

bal virus hotspot and Cuomo says 
infections are doubling nearly 
every few days. The city’s conven-
tion center is being turned into a 
temporary hospital and the state 
has hit 280 deaths, according to a 
count by Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty.

Spain has become the country 
in Europe where the outbreak is 
spreading the fastest. The Health 
Ministry reported reported 8,578 
new infections and 655 deaths, 
bringing the total cases to 56,188 
and more than 4,000 fatalities — 
second only to Italy’s death toll of 
7,503.

“We are collapsing,” said Lidia 
Perera, a nurse at Madrid’s Hos-
pital de la Paz. “We need more 
workers.”

Watching patients die alone is 
“killing all of us inside,” she said.

“Physically this is extremely 
complicated, but psychologically 
it is appalling,” said colleague Pa-
tricia Núñez, a nurse who is reco-
vering from being infected herself. 

In Italy, doctors and nurses have 
been begging the government dai-
ly to provide more masks, gloves 
and goggles and urged the public 
to understand how important one-
rous social distancing measures 
really are. Scientists say stopping 
just one person from getting the vi-
rus means scores of others will not 
become infected down the road.

“Please don’t leave us alone. 
Help us help you,” Dr. Francesca 
De Gennaro, who heads a small 
medical clinic in Italy’s hard-hit 
Bergamo region, wrote in an open 
letter. 

European Union leaders were 
holding their third summit in three 
weeks on the virus to manage the 
havoc it is wreaking on their 27 eco-
nomies. As the number of deaths in 
Europe soared past 12,000, Spain 
prolonged a state of emergency 
that will allow it to impose broa-
der lockdowns while French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron launched 
“Operation Resilience,” a military-

Workers spray disinfectant at the Gelora Bung Karno Main Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia A shopper looks at empty shelf at a grocery store in Tokyo

”The time to 
act was actually 

more than a 
month ago or 

two months ago.
TEDROS A. GHEBREYESUS

WHO
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-backed response to combat the 
pandemic.

France began evacuating infec-
ted citizens from the northeastern 
hotspot of Alsace using a special hi-
gh-speed train that its health minis-
ter called a “first in Europe.” About 
20 patients were being taken from 
Strasbourg to hospitals in the Pays-
-de-la-Loire and other regions.

Britain ordered 10,000 ventilators 
to grapple with the COVID-19 crisis, 
working with engineers from Dyson. 
The government wants to increase 
its supply of the breathing machines 
from 8,000 to 30,000.

So far, more than 115,000 people 

have recovered from the virus, and 
health care experts say the key to 
fighting it is to “flatten the curve” — 
slow the spread of the outbreak so 
that hospitals aren’t overwhelmed 
with seriously ill patients all at once. 
Slowing the rate of infections will 
also cut the eventual death rate.

China’s cases have slowed, with 
only 67 new cases reported, all re-
cent arrivals.

The leaders of the Group of 20 
largest economies were holding a 
special video conference to better 
coordinate a response to the pande-
mic, amid criticism that the world’s 
wealthiest countries have not taken 

cohesive action. The conference was 
being chaired by Saudi Arabia’s King 
Salman.

As the virus spreads into new ter-
ritory, many countries took drastic 
measures. 

India on Thursday began enfor-
cing the world’s largest coronavi-
rus lockdown, trying to keep its 1.3 
billion people indoors. In neighbo-
ring Pakistan, a caseload of nearly 
1,100 infections propelled govern-
ment efforts to persuade the coun-
try’s more than 200 million people to 
stay home. 

As cases start to rise in Russia, 
President Vladimir Putin ordered the 

military in to help. The government 
announced it would halt all interna-
tional flights starting Friday and will 
have troops build 16 medical centers 
to treat virus victims by mid-May. 
Russia says it has 658 cases, but ex-
perts say those figures underreport 
the crisis there and may be due to 
the lack of testing.

Dr. Deborah Birx, coordinator of 
the White House’s coronavirus task 
force, urged people to understand 
just how important each one of 
them is to stopping the pandemic.

“To every American out there, whe-
re you are protecting yourself, you are 
protecting others,” Birx said. AP

FOR most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough 
that clear up in two to 
three weeks. For some, 
especially older adults 
and people with existing 
health problems, it can 
cause more severe ill-
ness, including pneumo-
nia and death.

the ways  of the 
coronavirus

Homeless and impoverished Indians receive food at a government shelter in New Delhi, India A Thai Buddhist prays after offering food to Thai Buddhist monks

A shopper looks at empty shelf at a grocery store in Tokyo Firefighters conduct disinfection on the Yichang East Railway Station in Yichang China A woman takes photos of cherry blossoms at the Yuyuantan Park in Beijing

Military trucks leave the Monument cemetery of Bergamo, Italy

A vendor at an emty market in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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Millions of Russian voters have gone to the polls, with early 
results suggesting that a number of Communist candidates 
have been rejected by the electorate.

The Soviet parliamentary election was the first opportunity 
citizens ever had of casting their ballots for any but the official 
Communist Party candidates.

Election data available so far shows a net gain to unofficial 
candidates in the voting for 1,500 seats in the new Congress 
of People’s Deputies.

Some Communist Party officials have failed to gain election 
and despite the absence as yet of many provincial results, the-
re appears to be a swing against the party establishment.

These included five members of the central committee and 
one Politburo member.

President Mikhail Gorbachev has urged Russian newspaper 
and broadcasting editors “not to dramatise” the results, accor-
ding to the official Tass news agency.

Soviet foreign ministry spokesman Gennady Gerasimov des-
cribed the results as a “victory for glasnost and perestroika”.

Government newspaper Izvestia welcomed early results and 
referred to a new era of “the dictatorship of democracy”.

In a predicted landslide, Boris Yeltsin has been elected as a 
representative to the CPD, which was established by Mr Gor-
bachev.

Mr Yeltsin won in the all-Moscow constituency against the 
official party candidate with 89% of the vote.

The biggest majority of all in the polls was won by Telman 
Gdlyan, a senior prosecutor who exposed a notorious corrup-
tion case in Uzbekistan in 1988, with 86.4% of the vote.

The next biggest majority in the polls went to Valentin Dikul, 
once a famous trapeze artist, with 72%.

Among other elected representatives are retired ice hockey 
champion Anatoly Firsov, who was seeking to improve health 
and sports facilities.

Tass described the defeat of one regional Communist party 
chief in Uzbekistan in Central Asia as a “vote of no confidence”.

In the Ukraine, five regional party chiefs were rejected by the 
voters. Among others who failed to secure their seats were the 
party chief in Minsk, capital of the western republic of Byelo-
russia.

It is reported that a Central Committee inquest is under way 
into the election results.

Mr Gorbachev was reported as saying that economic pro-
blems, including the budget deficit and shortages of food and 
consumer goods, were reasons why the authorities were criti-
cised during the election.

One Muscovite said: “There’s been nothing like this for 72 
years ... and for all that time it’s been nothing but blood, blood, 
blood.”

Courtesy BBC News

1989 Millions of Russians
   go to the polls

In context

The 1989 election saw many senior Community Party officials 
defeated.
This was seen as revolutionary at the time because internal 
critics of the Soviet regime were able to receive a hearing and to 
get themselves elected.
According to the Soviet government newspaper Izvestia, turn-
out in most regions stood at between 80% and 85%, which was 
not as high as official figures for previous elections.

this day in historyPetition to fire Tedros: 
500,000 signatures

UN chief urges $2 billion for 
vulnerable nations with virus

A
petition to oust 
the World Heal-
th Organization 
(WHO) Director-

-General Tedros Adhanom 
has now surpassed 500,000 
signatures, Taiwan News re-
ported.

On Jan. 31, a netizen 
named Osuka Yip started 
a petition titled, “Call for 
the resignation of Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General,” 
on Change.org, citing Adha-
nom’s refusal on Jan. 23 to 
designate the novel corona-
virus disese a global health 
emergency. The author said 
this was partially to blame 
for the number of infected 
cases increasing more than 
tenfold from 800 to more 
than 10,000 over the next 
five days.

“We strongly think Te-
dros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus is not fit for his role as 
WHO Director General. We 
call for the Immediate Re-
signation of Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus,” the pe-
tition reads.

It goes on to lament that 
despite the WHO’s suppo-
sed commitment to neutra-
lity, Adhanom has taken the 
number of infected provi-
ded by China at face value. 
The vast majority of corona-
virus infections have occur-
red in the communist coun-
try, which at the time of wri-
ting has counted 81,226.

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres lau-

nched a $2 billion appeal 
yesterday [Macau time] to 
help vulnerable and con-
flict-torn countries in the 
Middle East, Asia, Africa 
and South America tackle 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and prevent COVID-19 
from again circling the glo-
be.

The U.N, chief called 
the amount a “drop in the 
ocean,” noting that the U.S. 
Senate is seeking $2 trillion 
— “1,000 times more” — 
for the U.S. economy.

U.N. humanitarian chief 
Mark Lowcock announced 
a $60 million contribution 
from the U.N.’s emergency 
relief fund to kick-start the 
appeal.

Guterres said the $2 
billion is essential to keep 
economies in the develo-
ping world going so their 
health systems remain 
afloat to deal with the CO-

Taiwan’s Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs (MOFA) this 
week confirmed that it had 
warned the WHO about hu-
man-to-human transmis-
sion of Covid-19 on Dec. 31 
last year. 

On Jan. 22, Tedros prai-
sed China’s management 
of the epidemic saying he 
was “very impressed by the 
detail and depth of Chi-
na’s presentation.” Nearly a 
month after Taiwan›s war-
ning, a WHO delegation 
traveling to Wuhan finally 
concluded that “human-

VID-19 pandemic. He said 
the money will also help 
countries already in the 
midst of a humanitarian 
crisis caused by conflicts, 
natural disasters and cli-
mate change.

These people have been 
forced to flee their homes, 
have no space to socially 
distance or isolate, and 
lack clean water and soap 
to wash their hands to pro-

-to-human transmission is 
taking place in Wuhan.”

It was not until Jan. 30 
that Tedros finally decla-
red the outbreak to be a 
Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern 
(PHEIC). Tedros waited un-
til the virus had infected 
118,000 people and killed 
4,291 patients in 114 coun-
tries to finally declare a glo-
bal pandemic.

Since the petition was 
first posted, the number of 
infections worldwide has 
skyrocketed to over 480,000 

tect against the virus, he 
said.

If they become critically 
ill, Guterres said, there is 
no health care that can 
provide a hospital bed and 
a ventilator.

“We must come to the 
aid of the ultra-vulnerable 
– millions upon millions of 
people who are least able 
to protect themselves,” the 
secretary-general stressed. 

and deaths have catapulted 
to more than 20 thousand. 
As global outrage rises over 
the WHO’s inept response 
to the pandemic, the peti-
tion had reached 513,177 
signatures, by press time.

According to Taiwan 
News, the petition also 
pointed out that Taiwan 
continues to be denied ac-
cess to the WHO.

Taiwan has 235 cases and 
two deaths, with most cases 
now coming from abroad, 
said the news outlet.  
MDT/TAIWAN NEWS

“This is a matter of basic 
human solidarity. It is also 
crucial for combating the 
virus.”

“The worst thing that 
could happen,” he said, “is 
to suppress the disease in 
developed countries and 
let it spread like fire in the 
developing world where 
then millions of trans-
missions will take place, 
millions of people will die, 
and the risk of mutations 
would be there, which 
means that the virus cou-
ld come back in ways that 
even vaccines that, I hope, 
will be soon developed 
wouldn’t be able to stop it 
again.”

World Health Organi-
zation Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus told the launch 
that while COVID-19 is a 
threat to people everywhe-
re, what’s most worrying is 
the danger the virus poses 
to those affected by crisis, 
who must be given urgent 
priority.

“History will judge us 
on how we responded to 
the poorest communities 
in their darkest hour,” he 
said. MDT/AP

Trump, Putin, Erdogan and United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres (second left) in last year G20 summit in Osaka 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Royal Indian; 5- Parrot; 9- Aliens, briefly; 12- Prophetic sign; 

13- Goodwill; 15- Corn syrup brand; 16- Tailless amphibian; 17- Actress 
Witherspoon; 18- The Emerald Isle; 19- Greek goddess of justice; 21- 
Christmas item; 23- Org.; 24- Day break?; 25- Gradual increase; 28- Girlish; 
33- Woody vine; 34- “Java” trumpeter; 35- Libertine; 36- Fitting; 37- Sprite; 
38- “ER” extras; 39- Feat; 41- Impression; 42- Grammarian’s concern; 44- 
Registered; 46- Baseball deals; 47- Naught; 48- Pull apart; 49- Fine-toothed 
blade; 53- Greeting; 57- Succulent plant; 58- Rice unit; 60- Budget rival; 61- 
Gentlewoman; 62- Merits; 63- Cure, in a way; 64- ___ roll; 65- One hunted; 
66- Fr. miss;
 
DOWN: 1- Roster; 2- Old Testament book; 3- Tidy, without fault; 4- Reserved; 
5- Anew; 6- Song of joy; 7- Prior night; 8- Cheerful; 9- British nobleman; 10- 
Tom, Dick and Harry, e.g.; 11- Album 
unit; 14- Get ready for a comeback 
tour; 15- Prison warden; 20- Hammett 
hound; 22- Young man; 25- Open 
space in a forest; 26- Grow to maturity; 
27- Western; 28- Assorted; 29- La 
Scala solo; 30- “WarGames” org.; 31- 
Sudden forward thrust; 32- Approvals; 
34- Screen; 37- Plunder; 40- Ass; 42- 
Caspian Sea feeder; 43- Bitter derision; 
45- Fleur-de-___; 46- Microscopic; 48- 
Strong string; 49- Nimbus; 50- Lawyer 
Dershowitz; 51- Musical epilogue; 52- 
Enclose; 54- Egg-shaped; 55- Factory; 
56- Ferrara family; 59- Sheet music 
abbr.;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Some important people could pay 
attention to you today. Are you 
ready? Whenever the spotlight is 
aimed right at you, it’s important 
to take your time. Plan your 
actions ahead.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can finally reach a compromise 
in an ongoing power struggle with 
a friend if  you choose the path of  
least resistance. So what if  you 
have to give in to what you think 
are their unreasonable demands?

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
They could be coming from a 
very emotional perspective and 
not using logic to their advantage. 
You’re confident enough in your 
point of  view to not have to 
browbeat or be dogmatic.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
There could be an exciting surprise 
coming your way, so get ready to 
have your daily routine knocked 
on its ear! You’ve been waiting for 
an excuse to ditch your plans for a 
day, and now you’ve got it.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Just make the choices and 
actions that will make you proud 
of  yourself, and don’t worry 
about anyone else. If  people 
want to compete, don’t play 
along.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your daily routine could be slightly 
disrupted by someone who doesn’t 
know the first thing about how 
to be flexible. They can’t bring 
themselves to see things from any 
other perspective but their own.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You have more curiosity than 
the average cat right now, and if  
you follow it, you could end up 
having a very good time! Is there 
a person you’ve always wanted to 
talk to?

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Travel is on your mind now, so 
much so that it might be causing 
some real problems with your 
family. They want you to stick 
around in one place a little longer, 
but you need to stretch your legs!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You have nothing to worry about! 
Keep an open mind about this 
new relationship of  theirs. It could 
bring some good things to your 
life in ways you don’t understand 
just yet.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Doing something just because 
it could earn you more money 
is way too shortsighted. And 
you don’t want to be stuck in a 
trap later and unable to break 
free.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When was the last time you had an 
honest-to-goodness daydream? You 
know, the kind you used to have as 
a kid that were so engrossing and 
distracting that you didn’t hear it 
when the teacher called on you?

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Odd and unusual things could be 
very attractive to you today. You’re 
more interested in what sticks out 
like a sore thumb than in what fits 
right in, and this mood is especially 
strong in terms of  people.

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
27.03.2020 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 10
ADVERTISEMENT 廣告



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 27.03.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Tokyo 2020 Organizing Committee President Yoshiro Mori arrives for the first meeting of the “Tokyo 2020 New Launch Task 
Force” in Tokyo yesterday

TOKYO GAMES

Looking for a new date 
for opening, closing

STEPHEN WADE, TOKYO

T
HE Tokyo Olympics need 
new dates for the opening 
and closing ceremonies in 
2021.

Nothing much can get done un-
til those dates are worked out by 
the International Olympic Commi-
ttee, the Japanese government and 
Tokyo organizers.

“We must decide this soon, 
otherwise it will be hard to decide 
on other things to follow,” Toshiro 
Muto, the CEO of the organizing 
committee, told his 30 senior direc-
tors — all men but one — seated in 
a large meeting room yesterday.

Two days after the unpreceden-
ted postponement was announ-
ced, the group gathered for the first 
meeting of what is being called the 
“Tokyo 2020 New Launch Task For-
ce.” They must put the Olympics 
back together after they were torn 
apart by the coronavirus pande-
mic.

Muto and the president of the 
organizing committee, Yoshiro 
Mori, each gave pep speeches. 
Mori, an 82-year-old former Japa-
nese prime minister, drew on war 
memories from his youth to sum-
mon the resolve to redo in a few 
months what was seven years in 
the planning.

He talked of his father going “to 
the war in the Pacific” and leaving 
a rugby ball and a baseball glove 
behind for his young son.

“I’m sorry, I’m an old person and 

I talk about the old days,” Mori said. 
“I’m comparing this to the old days 
and I might be criticized by the me-
dia. However, this is the emotion I 
have inside me and this is the emo-
tion I have as we face the predica-
ment in front of us.”

Muto ran off a condensed string 
of issues to be resolved: ticketing, 

security, venues, merchandise, ac-
commodation, the Athletes Villa-
ge, transportation and lining up 
unpaid volunteers. He added he 
was looking at “thousands of con-
tracts” and the interests of broad-
casters, sponsors, the IOC, world 
sports federations and national 
Olympic committees.

“I didn’t imagine at all we’d be 
tested to this degree,” he acknow-
ledged.

He also voiced another reality.
“Additional expenses are going 

to be quite massive we assume,” 
Muto said.

The Japanese financial news-
paper Nikkei has estimated ad-

ded costs due to the delay of $2.7 
billion. This would go on top of 
an official budget of $12.6 billion. 
A Japanese national audit agency, 
however, says the actual amount 
of spending is about twice that 
size.

IOC President Thomas Bach 
said Wednesday that “all options 
are on the table” for new dates. 
He said next year’s Olympics don’t 
have to be restricted to summer in 
the Northern Hemisphere and mi-
ght occur sooner.

Two of the marquee Olympic 
events — track and swimming — 
have already scheduled their own 
world championships for July and 
August of 2021.

If the Olympics are moved into 
spring, when it’s cooler in Tokyo, 
they clash with the end of the 
European soccer season. In Nor-
th America, they would bump 
into Major League Baseball, NBA 
basketball, NHL hockey and possi-
bly even college basketball. That’s 
assuming normal sports schedu-
les resume by then.

“The postponed Olympic Ga-
mes will need sacrifices,” Bach 
said.

Hidemasa Nakamura, the ga-
mes delivery officer, was pressed 
again on dates.

“That’s something we haven’t 
decided on yet,” he said. “We have 
no idea when we will be able to 
finalize the dates. We don’t have 
a fixed plan how to proceed from 
here.” AP
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‘Corona Beer Virus’ Searches Show 
Brewer Can’t Evade Coronavirus

The novel coronavirus has an unlikely victim - one of the 
world’s most popular beers.

Corona has become the subject of memes and videos shared 
on social media as the toll from the virus climbs worldwide. 
Reports of an increase in online searches for “corona beer 
virus” and “beer coronavirus” show the Mexican beer hasn’t 
been able to escape the association. The so-called purchase 
intent among adults in the U.S. has plunged to the lowest in 
two years, according to data from YouGov Plc.

The damage has become more severe in recent days as infec-

tions spread. Shares of Corona-maker Constellation Brands 
Inc. dived 8% this week in New York. Corona’s buzz score 
- which tracks whether American adults aware of the brand 
have heard positive or negative things about it - has tumbled 
to 51 from a high of 75 at the beginning of the year, YouGov 
said.

Corona, which derives its name from the Sun’s corona and 
has nothing to do with the virus, is the third-most popular 
beer in the U.S., according to YouGov rankings. Guinness is 
first and Heineken is second.

OPINION
World Views
Andrea Felsted, Bloomberg

Iraq’s military yesterday 
said at least two rockets 
hit inside Baghdad’s heavily 
fortified Green Zone, the 
seat of Iraq’s government 
and home to the American 
Embassy, in the first attack 
following a brief lull in 
violence from earlier this 
month. The attack came 
as the U.S.-led coalition 
pulled out of a second 
base elsewhere in Iraq, 
in line with a planned 
drawdown. 

India’s legions of poor 
and others suddenly 
thrown out of work by a 
nationwide stay-at-home 
order began receiving 
aid yesterday, as both 
public and private groups 
worked to blunt the impact 
of efforts to curb the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
India’s finance ministry 
announced a 1.7 trillion 
($22 billion) economic 
stimulus package that will 
include delivering grains 
and lentil rations for three 
months to 800 million 
people.

Greek authorities arrested 
a Syrian man after finding 
12 Egyptian teenagers 
hidden in his van following 
a car chase through 
the northern Greek city 
of Thessaloniki early 
Thursday, police said. 
Police said they arrested 
the 22-year-old who had 
allegedly picked up the 
teenagers, all boys aged 
between 15 and 17, from 
the Greek-Albanian border.

Egypt A trailer-truck 
smashed into multiple 
cars stopped on a freeway, 
killing 15 people and 
injuring a dozen in Egypt’s 
capital late Wednesday, 
authorities and state 
media reported. The 
deadly collision occurred 
a few hours after Egypt’s 
nighttime curfew took 
effect to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus.

France is pulling out its 
military forces from Iraq 
as French forces are 
increasingly called upon to 
help fight the coronavirus 
at home. The chief of 
staff of the French armed 
forces said in a statement 
Wednesday night that 
France is suspending its 
anti-terrorism training 
operations in Iraq.
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Nike’s Workout App 
Beats the Coronavirus 
Blues: Andrea Felsted

As consumer groups grapple with how to cope 
with the unprecedented impact of Covid-19, 
Nike Inc., one of the world’s most successful 
brands, has given a useful road map.

The retailer weathered the China store closures 
far better than expected — with sales in China 
down 4% excluding currency movements in the 
third quarter —  and its strategy in the face of 
the coronavirus offers some interesting lessons 
for other retail brands in how to cope with an 
extended shutdown.

While stores were closed, Nike fired up online 
operations effectively. It also activated other di-
gital ways of connecting with customers, such 
as home fitness apps offered for free. It worked. 
Weekly active users rose 80% in China over the 
course of the third quarter, as people were con-
fined to their homes. That in turn drove them to 
purchase new workout gear, boosting digital sa-
les by more than 30%.

It also helps that fitness equipment is still in 
demand when people are stuck at home. The 
same can’t be said for many products, such as 
glam dresses.

As the number of Covid-19 cases spreads in 
other markets, it’s of course not a given that every 
company can soldier on as seemingly seamles-
sly as Nike, which has been doing well for a long 
time. The company generated a better-than-ex-
pected $10.1 billion of revenue in the third quar-
ter, even with the impact from China. Nike has 
a strong balance sheet and is highly cash gene-
rative. Even so, inventories rose 7% in the third 
quarter to $5.8 billion, partially reflecting the 
drop-off in demand from China. Retailers across 
the board will be scrambling with how to deal 
with a surfeit of stock.

Nike’s success has enabled it to invest heavily 
in its digital offering. Its fitness apps, which have 
come into their own in this crisis, are a case in 
point. Not all groups have been — or have the 
resources to be — so proactive. So it’s fair to ex-
pect that the companies with strong balance 
sheets, well-known brands and developed digi-
tal offerings should be able to navigate the crisis. 
Spain’s Inditex SA, owner of the Zara chain, fits 
the bill here.

By contrast, those companies that were already 
struggling, or burdened with large borrowings, 
will be particularly challenged by the first phase 
of containment.

As I have noted, the U.S. department stores 
look particularly susceptible to shuttered sto-
res and shell-shocked shoppers. On Monday, 
Bloomberg News reported that Neiman Mar-
cus Group Inc., the luxury retailer that has been 
struggling to ease its $4.3 billion debt load, was 
mulling options that could include a bankrupt-
cy filing. And another Bloomberg report said J. 
Crew Group Inc. is suspending the initial public 
offering of Madewell, its most popular brand, a 
move necessary to cut its borrowings.

Elsewhere, taking into account store leases, as 
well as other forms of financial obligations and 
upcoming debt maturities, analysts at Morgan 
Stanley have identified companies including L 
Brands Inc., Macy’s Inc., The Gap Inc. and Mi-
chael Kors owner Capri Holdings Ltd. as having 
particularly high levels of leverage, making them 
potentially less resilient in the current downturn.

So while Nike can just do it, some laggards may 
truly struggle to get through this crisis. 

[Abridged]

Daily bread? In France, 
fighting virus one 
baguette at a time
IN France, the fight 

against COVID-19 is 
being waged one baguette 
at a time.

No longer just a mere 
staple, the iconic loaf and 
the French daily ritual of 
buying it have become 
loaded with moral, civic 
and public health consi-
derations that could never 
have been imagined be-
fore the new coronavirus 
turned life upside down.

In a nation in lockdown, 
popping out for a fresh ba-
guette is proving a handy 
excuse for people to get 
out of the house. There 
is one notable exception: 
a town on the Mediter-
ranean coast where the 
mayor has banned people 
from doing just that, to 
keep them indoors. 

But eschewing the 
crusty comfort of a fresh-
-baked baguette has be-
come significant, too — a 
small sacrifice in this new 
era where sacrifices are 
being asked of many. For 
some, not buying bread 
daily and instead staying 
indoors to try to stay heal-
thy has become an act in 
itself, a gesture of solida-
rity with the  doctors and 
nurses fighting to save li-
ves  in stressed emergency 
wards.

Trying to steer a path 
between their love of 
bread and beating the vi-
rus, some in France are 
now buying baguettes by 
the armful and freezing 
them. That would have 
been a gastronomic no-
-no in normal times. But 
defrosting and reheating 
is now a pragmatic, ci-
vic-minded and health-
-conscious compromise, 
certainly better than no 
baguette at all.

The French have baked 
long loaves for centu-
ries and coined “baguet-
te” — or stick — around 
120 years ago in Paris. 
Millions of French consu-
me billions of baguettes 
each year. 

“It’s indispensable. You 
need bread to push your 
food stuffs, to give them 
taste, for nourishment. It 
is good for everything,” 

masked shopper Yves La-
grellette said this week as 
he made what has now 
become his weekly bague-
tte run in Le Vesinet, west 
of Paris. He bought five in 
one go, for freezing. He 
used to buy one daily. 

When the government 
locked down France ear-
lier this month, shutting 
down schools and stores 
deemed non-essential and 
forcing families indoors, 
it also gave bakers spe-
cial dispensation to work 
every day of the week if 
they wish. 

Baker Margot Hazard 
says she and her husband, 
Cyril, feel that with their 
breads and cakes, they are 
providing a slice of nor-
malcy to customers who 
line up, standing apart, 
outside their door, res-
pecting each other’s spa-
ce and handwritten signs 
on the window that read: 
“Three people maximum 
in the bakery.”

“The work really is tou-
gh at the moment,” Ha-
zard said. “Some clients 
are very worried about us 
touching their bread and 
touching their change. 
They are all a bit on edge. 
And we are on edge, too.”

But “it is super impor-
tant for everyone’s mora-
le,” she added. “It’s impor-
tant that people eat what 
they want to eat, to keep 
their spirits up.”

“A life without bread, 
cheese and wine is not 

French,” she said. 
Customers Marie and 

Jean-Claude Lemeux, 
now work-from-home 
bankers, agreed. No soo-
ner had he bought their 
baguette that he ripped 
one end off and nibbled 
it, right there in the street. 
That crusty nub of pleasu-
re even has its own name 
— “le quignon.” 

“It’s better fresh. It’s hot, 
crusty,” he said. And ba-
guette-buying “allows us 
to get out.” 

“The sharing of bread 
is an anchor at the dinner 
table, at family meals,” she 
said. “We feel a need to fo-
cus on family, on food, for 
life to go on. It’s symbolic.”

But in the Mediterra-
nean town of Sanary-sur-
-Mer, buying only one ba-
guette risks a police fine of 
135 euros ($146). Mayor 
Ferdinand Bernhard says 
people shouldn’t be using 
the buying of bread as an 
excuse to go out every day.

“Anyone caught coming 
out of a bakery with just 
one loaf will be fined,” 
he said in a telephone in-
terview. “If you go once a 
week, you cut the risk by a 
factor of seven — for you, 
the baker, his entourage 
and yours.”

“This is no time for peo-
ple’s moods. The priority is 
to not get sick,” he said. 
“You can freeze bread. You 
can even live without it.” 

“It’s not a sacrifice. It’s 
an adaptation.” AP


