
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

TUESDAY
14 Apr 2020N

.º 
35

12 T. 16º/ 23º

GUANGDONG PROVINCE REPORTED ITS 
FIRST COVID-19 CASES IN WHICH THE 

PATIENTS SHOWED NO SYMPTOMS,  
OVER THE WEEKEND

SHELDON ADELSON HAS ONCE AGAIN 
BEEN NAMED THE WORLD’S WEALTHIEST 

CASINO ENTREPRENEUR DESPITE 
SLIPPING IN THE RANKINGS  P6 P3 P4

HK MICROBIOLOGIST SAYS 
SUMMER TRAVEL PLANS  

WILL HAVE TO WAIT

More on backpage

South Korea reported 
32 additional cases of 
the coronavirus over 
the past 24 hours, a 
continued downward 
trend in new infections in 
the country. The Korea 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
said in a statement 
the additional cases 
increased the country’s 
total to 10,512. It says 
7,368 of them have been 
recovered and released 
from quarantine and that 
13,788 are under tests to 
determine whether they’ve 
contracted the virus.

USA Social restrictions 
aimed at stopping 
the spread of the 
coronavirus could have 
saved lives if they›d been 
started earlier, said the 
nation›s top infectious 
disease expert, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci (pictured), 
seeming to draw the ire of 
President Donald Trump. 
Trump reposted a tweet 
that referenced Fauci’s 
comments and that said 
“Time to #FireFauci.” Fauci 
said yesterday [Macau 
time] that the economy in 
parts of the country could 
have a “rolling reentry” as 
early as next month.

Guam People in Guam are 
used to a constant U.S. 
military presence on the 
strategic Pacific island, 
but some are nervous as 
hundreds of sailors from 
a coronavirus-stricken 
Navy aircraft carrier flood 
into hotels for quarantine. 
Officials insist they have 
enforced strict safety 
measures. An outbreak 
aboard the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt began in late 
March.
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Health or 
wealth? Nations 

pressured to 
loosen virus 

rules

MAY DAY
MOST MAINLAND CHINESE WILL SHUN 

MACAU DURING UPCOMING LABOR 
DAY HOLIDAY: REPORT  P3
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‘When you go back to IPIM [to renew your BIR] your plea falls on deaf ears.’
Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

The Macau government 
must be applauded for the 
recent announcements by 
the Secretary for Economy 
and Finance, Mr. Lei Wai 
Nong, about the Economic 
Relief  Fund Grants for eli-
gible Macau residents, both 
permanent and non-perma-
nent.

The MOP3,000 e-vou-
chers and the early payment 
of  the Government Weal-

th Partaking Scheme were 
greatly welcomed by the re-
sidents of  Macau, and will 
greatly stimulate the eco-
nomy.

However, another an-
nouncement came hot on 
the heels of  this. A second 
round of  e-vouchers to the 
value of  MOP5,000 will be 
issued in August, along with 
other generous employee 
subsidies as well. 

This truly shows the great 
commitment by the Macau 

government to the wellbeing 
of  its residents.

However, spare a thought 
for the many Macau resi-
dents that are like myself  
and are still waiting on the 
renewal of  their Macau ID 
cards (BIR) to be issued by 
the Macao Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Insti-
tute (IPIM). My BIR card 
expired over two years ago, 
but it is still considered valid 
by law and I have still been 
using it along with the decla-

ration issued to me by IPIM.
I tried to apply for the first 

round of  the MOP3,000 
e-vouchers, but was rejec-
ted because my card had 
expired. I was also not able 
to receive my payment from 
the Wealth Partaking Sche-
me, in fact, I did not receive 
my 2019 payment for this 
either. When I contacted the 
Financial Services Bureau, 
I was told that my card had 
to be updated first and that 
I should go to IPIM. But 

when you go back to IPIM 
your plea falls on deaf  ears.

I know of  many cases like 
mine where residents have 
been unable to apply for the 
Economic Relief  Grants and 
the Wealth Partaking Subsi-
dies, due to the that fact that 
their cards, like mine, have 
expired, even though they 
are valid Macau residents.

I have completed over ei-
ght years of  my residence 
here, and yet still have not 
received my final Macau ID 

card. My friends are in a si-
milar situation. 

We are all still working 
here in Macau and paying 
taxes, and we are all residen-
ts contributing to the local 
economy. There should be 
some government provisions 
made for us so we can apply 
and receive all the benefits 
we are entitled to. 

Instead, we feel like we 
have simply been forgotten.

A Concerned Resident 

THE collection period for the first 
round of the e-voucher scheme 

starts today. Registered residents 
are reminded to collect their Macau 
Pass cards with the loaded funds in 
accordance with the time, date and 
location they have registered with 
the authority. The collection period 
will end on April 30.

In order to collect their cards, 
registered residents must present 
their own ID card at the location 
that they have chosen to collect 
their e-voucher. The Monetary Au-
thority of Macao (AMCM) will send 
a text message to remind them the 
day before.

Registered residents can also 
check their registered collection de-
tails on the AMCM’s website.

If collection is conducted on 
behalf of a registrant, a signed au-
thorization letter, which can be 
downloaded from AMCM’s websi-
te, must be submitted at the collec-
tion point along with the ID cards 
of both the registrant and the col-
lector.

Parents collecting for their chil-
dren must submit a signed rela-
tion declaration, which can also be 
downloaded from AMCM’s website, 
upon collection as well as their ID 
cards and their children’s ID cards.

Registered residents are remin-
ded that the same e-voucher card 
will be used for the second round of 
the scheme, which will be launched 
in August, so they should keep their 
cards.  AL

E-voucher 
collection 
period 
starts today

LYNZY VALLES

A total of 46 million masks 
have been sold to the pu-

blic since the start of the gover-
nment’s scheme in late January.

According to data provided by 
the Novel Coronavirus Respon-
se and Coordination Centre, six 
million face masks were sold at 
government-affiliated pharma-
cies in the eighth round of sales, 
which ended on Saturday. The 
city is currently on its ninth rou-
nd of face mask sales.

Earlier, authorities assured 
the public that a total of 10 rou-
nds of face mask distribution 
would take place under the 
“Guaranteed Mask Supply for 
Macau Residents Scheme.”

On the weekend, authorities 
said there was no need to rush to 
purchase masks – particularly in 
the first two days as there are su-
fficient supplies of masks.

They advised the public that 
they can also purchase masks 
later within the 10-day period to 
avoid crowds.

The implementation method 
and points of sale for the ninth 
round is similar to the previous 
rounds. 

Each resident and non-resi-
dent worker is permitted to pur-
chase 10 face masks for 8 patacas 
at designated pharmacies, heal-
th centers and community asso-
ciation premises.

There is a total of 84 accredi-
ted pharmacies where local resi-
dents can buy face masks. 

Those with children aged be-
tween 3 and 8 (born between 
April 13, 2011 and April 21, 2017) 
are eligible to purchase five 
children’s masks and five adult 
masks. 

Meanwhile, Macau students 
who are currently undertaking 
higher education studies, ex-

change programs, or language 
courses abroad, and have regis-
tered with the Higher Education 
Bureau are allowed to have so-
meone purchase masks on their 
behalf.

Someone designated by the 
student can purchase the masks 
at the Macau Polytechnic Insti-
tute.

The government has set up 
a Macau post office on the pre-
mises for residents who wish to 
ship the masks to the registered 
student. 

During the eighth round, a 
volunteer team of 500 students 
from secondary schools had re-
gistered to help pack and distri-
bute the masks.

Under the scheme launched 
by the government on January 
23, a total of 20 million masks 
were initially procured. These 
masks were initially intended 
to be allocated to 56 contracted 

pharmacies across Macau for 
purchase.

The government has strived 
to meet the rising demand for 
masks during this pandemic pe-
riod, reminding local residents 
not to panic or rush to pharma-
cies to purchase.

Although face masks have 
gradually become available at 
supermarkets and non-govern-
ment affiliated pharmacies, the 
prices of these items have in-
creased.

Face masks have become the 
most common product shipped 
from Macau to the rest of the 
world in the last two months.

Approximately 65% of all par-
cels shipped via Express Mail 
Service contained face masks, 
accounting for 12,357 parcels in 
February and March. The num-
ber of parcels sent in February 
and March soared 334% year-
-on-year. 

46 million 
masks 
sold to 
public 
since late 
January
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Survey suggests Macau visits are being postponed until next year
MAINLAND visitors 

appear to be pos-
tponing their Macau tra-
vel plans by as much as 
12 months, according to 
a survey conducted by a 
research unit of Morgan 
Stanley, as entry restric-
tion measures on both 
sides of the SAR border 
show no signs of easing.

The survey asked more 
than 2,000 mainland res-
pondents from urban lo-
cations across the coun-
try about their willingness 
to travel to Macau during 
the upcoming Labor Day 
holiday on May 1. The res-
pondents were described 
as representative of Chi-
na’s “urban” and “more af-

fluent” demographic.
Conducted by Al-

phaWise, the results 
showed that travel plans 
were being postponed in 
some cases by 12 months 
or more. Approximately 
43% of respondents wou-
ld not travel to Macau 
in the short-term, while 
44% had no plans to vi-

sit the city at all. Just 7% 
would attempt to travel 
to Macau next month.

The number of visitors 
to Macau has dramati-
cally fallen since the lo-
cal government introdu-
ced border restrictions in 
late January to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus.

As of last month, nei-

ghboring Guangdong Pro-
vince is enforcing a man-
datory 14-day quarantine 
for all arrivals, including 
its own residents. Main-
land visitors typically 
account for about two-
-thirds of Macau’s mon-
thly arrivals, with about 
half of those hailing from 
Guangdong Province.

In February, visitor 
arrivals plunged 95% in 
year-on-year terms to 
just 156,000. In the same 
month, casinos grappled 
with a 15-day govern-
ment-ordered shutdown 
and gross gaming reve-
nue for the city dropped 
by 87.8% to 3.1 billion pa-
tacas. DB

ANTHONY LAM

D
R. Ho Pak Leung, an 
expert microbiologist 
from the University of 
Hong Kong, has war-

ned Hong Kong residents that 
they “should not even consider 
overseas travel during the sum-
mer holidays,” even as late as 
August.

The expert said that overseas 
travel would not be appropriate. 
Ho came to this conclusion af-
ter considering the strict border 
control measures implemen-
ted by European and American 
countries, as well as the severe 
outbreaks occurring there.

Referencing Hubei province, 
which only reopened its border 
after a two-months closure, he 
did not anticipate satisfactory 
conditions for overseas travel. 
However, Ho thinks travelling to 
less risky areas in the mainland 
may be possible by July.

Dr. Lo Iek Long, medical di-
rector of the Conde São Januário 
Hospital (CHCSJ), was questio-
ned about this at the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center’s daily press confe-
rence.

The local doctor addressed 
the fact that many experts have 
made various projections or spe-
culated on the situation, howe-
ver, he was not particularly in-
terested in making estimates or 
predictions.

Nonetheless, he agrees with 
the fact that 
the pandemic 
will not ease 
soon. “Looking 
at the global 
condition now, 
the pandemic 
is still very se-
vere,” Lo said. 
“Many places 
are still recording a rise in infec-
tions.”

Hong Kong microbiologist Ho 
commented on the situation in 
Hong Kong, saying that an infec-
tion-free period of two incuba-
tion cycles, equivalent to 28 days, 
is the threshold for considering 
the outbreak under control. This 
criterion is shared by both main-
land China and Macau.

“A large number of researchers 
have been working on a vaccine 
for Covid-19,” added Lo at yester-
day’s press conference. “If a vac-
cine that proves effective on the 

majority can be manufactured 
in large quantities, this criterion 
may be realized.”

Having said that, the doctor is 
unsure about when the pande-
mic will come to an end because 
there are “a lot of influential fac-
tors.”

“For instance, whether or not 
the virus will mutate,” he explai-
ned. “If it will, will it get stronger 
or weaker? Will it get more or less 
contagious?” These are all crucial 
factors in determining whether 
the pandemic can be considered 
under control, according to the 
doctor.

Another crucial factor is how 
vigilant people are. “If people re-
lax their guard when the situation 
improves a little, the situation 
may worsen again,” Lo warned.

Considering the situation in 
Macau, the doctor disclosed that 

contingencies have been made 
to handle as many hypothetical 
scenarios as possible. He stres-
sed that epidemic control is not 
solely a health problem, but the 
functioning of the society must 
also be taken into account.

Previously, posts circulated 
online claiming 
that the coro-
navirus would 
be eliminated 
when summer 
arrives, “as it 
cannot stand 
the heat”. The 
Hong Kong mi-
c r o b i o l o g i s t 

dismissed these claims.
Singapore recently recorded 

233 new infections in one day, 
and the average air temperature 
of the country has been around 
30 degrees Celsius. Ho said that 
considering this, it seems un-
likely that the coronavirus will be 
eliminated by the summer heat.

Separately, asked yesterday 
why Macau’s only serious case 
of the Covid-19 deteriorated in 
condition, the doctor said it was 
merely by chance. The patient 
does not fit the profile of a pa-
tient predisposed to severe di-
seases.

“The 50-year-old patient is 
not old. She has no other health 
problems,” Lo said, before ad-
ding that the patient is now im-
proving.

WITH the Imperial Dragon Hotel 
and the Grand Harbour Hotel 
discharged from their duty as 
designated hotels for quarantine, 
there are four hotels still in use, 
according to the government. 
They are the Sheraton Grand 
Macao Hotel, the Golden Crown 
China Hotel, the Jai Alai Hotel 
and the Pousada Marina Infante. 

The latter was the first hotel to 
be used for quarantine purposes 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Like the other six hotels which 
had been discharged from duty 
earlier, the Imperial Dragon and 
the Grand Harbour will resume 
normal operation after sanitiza-
tion is conducted under the su-
pervision of Health Bureau staff.

Four quarantine venues still in use

An infection-free period of two 
incubation cycles, equivalent 

to 28 days, is the threshold for 
considering the outbreak  

under control

HK expert microbiologist says  
summer travel plans will have to waitJO
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Ho Iat Seng 
expected to deliver 
policy address next 
Monday
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng will 
deliver his 2020 policy address 
at the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) on April 20, according to 
public broadcaster Radio Macau. 
Citing unidentified sources, the 
broadcaster’s report said that the 
policy address would take note of 
what has already been achieved 
with regards to alleviating the 
economic impact of Covid-19. It 
will also detail the government’s 
future recovery plans. The Chief 
Executive and his five policy 
secretaries will only attend the AL 
for one day, instead of the normal 
two, according to Radio Macau. 

Man prosecuted for 
collecting oysters
The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) has prosecuted a man 
collecting oysters on the coast 
of Coloane. Inspectors from the 
bureau recently found the man 
at Avenida de Cinco Outubro, 
Coloane, while he was collecting 
oysters. In total, 4.2 kilograms of 
oysters were seized. According 
to Macau’s food safety law, 
supplying unqualified fishery 
products is subject to a maximum 
of five years jail punishment. 
Administrative violations can 
also lead to a maximum fine of 
MOP600,000. The IAM, together 
with the customs authority, 
will increase inspections in 
the coastal areas of Coloane 
looking for these illegal practices. 
According to the IAM, the shellfish 
living in contaminated water may 
contain heavy metals, toxins and 
pathogenic microorganisms 
which may survive high-
temperature cooking, and, in turn, 
are a health risk when consumed. 

Five detained on 
suspicion of drug 
trafficking 

The Judiciary Police and the 
customs authority have detained 
five people as suspects in 
a recently discovered drug 
trafficking case. The five suspects 
are from Macau, mainland China 
and Vietnam. According to the PJ, 
some of the drug traffickers were 
transporting drugs to Macau via 
a boat. They would drop a bag of 
drugs in a fishing area of Macau 
and later, other drug traffickers 
would recover the drugs. 
Customs officers found two 
men aboard a boat used in the 
operation. Later, the PJ spotted a 
man carrying 10 bags of cocaine 
and one bag of marijuana, and 
detained him. The police authority 
then brought two Vietnamese 
residents to the police station 
for further investigation from a 
building at R. de Nossa Sra. Do 
Amparo. Officers found drugs, 
including heroin, at the property. 
In total, the PJ seized MOP23,000 
of suspected drug-related 
cash, in addition to drugs worth 
MOP11,000. 
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dong Province reported its 

first batch of Covid-19 cases in 
which the patients showed no 
symptoms. A total of 398 indivi-
duals who were tested and confir-
med to be infected were shown to 
be asymptomatic.

On April 12, Health Commis-
sion of Guangdong Province di-
rector Duan Yufei presented an 
update on the province’s Covid-19 
situation, as well as statistics rela-
ted to asymptomatic cases. This 
marked the first time the province 
has ever provided the public with 
numbers on these cases.

As of April 11, Guangdong Pro-
vince has performed 3.6 million 
nucleic acid tests to detect Co-
vid-19.

Duan claimed that the Guang-
dong government had not recor-
ded any cases where asymptoma-
tic individuals had transmitted the 
infection. 

However, Duan’s statement 
runs counter to statements from 
the Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center of Ma-
cau. The Macau center had pre-
viously shown that asymptomatic 
patients were, in fact, capable of 
transmitting the virus to others. 

On Sunday, another 31 new 
asymptomatic infections were 
discovered in the province, in-

cluding 29 cases in Guangzhou, 
one in Shenzhen and another in 
Foshan. 

With an average of 30 asympto-
matic cases per day, the province 
says it is still ready to resume ma-
nufacturing and production. Re-
nowned Chinese epidemiologist 
Zhong Nanshan has supported 
these statements. 

Zhong, who has been a leading 
voice on Covid-19 in the main-
land, said that both Guangdong 
Province and the city of Guang-
zhou had taken early precautions 

to detect asymptomatic cases. 
These measures included exami-
ning all the relatives of confirmed 
cases. 

As of 4 p.m. yesterday, main-
land China has recorded 2,088 
cases and 1,064 asymptomatic 
cases. In mainland China, people 
who test positive for the virus but 
do not have any symptoms are not 
classified as confirmed cases. This 
contrasts with practices in Macau 
and Hong Kong, as well as South 
Korea, Japan and Singapore. 

Amid the concerns over the 

legitimacy of mainland China’s 
Covid-19 statistics, the country is 
still keen to return to normal life, 
and production and manufactu-
ring. Zhong also hinted at this in 
his most recent comments on the 
mainland’s measures. “We can’t 
always enforce restrictive mea-
sures, otherwise it will cause a 
rather heavy impact on both the 
economy and people’s lives. We 
can’t return to the past [no work 
and no manufacturing] just be-
cause of one or several cases,” 
said Zhong. JZ

COVID-19 diagnostic tests may 
be made available to the pri-

vate sector, Lo Iek Long, medi-
cal director of Centro Hospitalar 
Conde de São Januário announ-
ced during the press conference 
on Sunday.

A private company is said to 
be preparing to launch a nucleic 
acid detection testing service as 
a third-party service for other re-
sidents. 

“I have information that there 
are private companies that are 
preparing to provide the nucleic 
acid testing service,” Lo said brie-
fly, noting that these plans are still 
at an early stage. 

The Health Bureau (SSM) will 
provide appropriate assistance in 
this regard.

Lo added that health authori-
ties currently have enough testing 
reagents to run more than 10,000 
tests, which is enough for the next 
two months. 

Currently, the SSM uses nucleic 
acid detection kits to test whether 
a person has the virus. The SSM is 

THREE patients who were 
diagnosed with Covid-19 

during a second wave of in-
fections in the city were re-
cently discharged from the 
Conde São Januário Hospital 
(CHCSJ) and are now in re-
covery quarantine at the Pu-
blic Health Clinical Center.

One of them is a male lo-
cal resident. In accordance 
with the Contagious Disease 
Prevention and Control Law, 
his medical bills will be bor-
ne by the government. 

Another is a male Filipi-
no non-resident worker and 
has been billed MOP18,000. 
The third recovered patient 
is a male tourist from Spain 
and who has been charged 
MOP44,000. The Health Bu-
reau did not disclose whe-
ther the latter two have al-
ready settled their bills.

The local resident is the 
youngest of the three. He 
was in New York between 
December 2, 2019 and March 
24, 2020. During his stay, he 
developed a fever on March 

still purchasing testing kits from 
Shanghai.

People in quarantine must un-
dergo nasopharyngeal swab tests.

Aside from those who have 
undergone the mandatory 14-
day quarantine, a total of 392 
casino shuttle bus drivers also 
underwent Covid-19 testing in 
February, as they were conside-
red to have been in direct contact 
with tourists. All of them tested 
negative. 

Earlier this month, Lo said that 
it was not “meaningful” for the 
government to carry out popu-
lation-wide testing for Covid-19. 
Lo said that the bureau does not 
expect infection to spread in the 
local community. 

The medical director also 
said that previously said that wi-
despread testing for the disease 
would require huge amounts of 
manpower and resources.

Currently, the city has 45 con-
firmed Covid-19 patients, of whi-
ch 13 have already been dischar-
ged from hospital. LV

14 and 15. Upon arriving in 
Macau on March 25, he was 
intercepted at the border 
and brought to the CHCSJ 
for testing. He spent 19 days 
in hospital, the shortest hos-
pital stay for any Macau Co-
vid-19 patient so far.

The 31-year-old Filipino 
non-resident worker was 
returning to Macau from 
his home country on March 
16. He was diagnosed and 
hospitalized without pneu-
monia symptoms two days 
later. He was treated for 26 
days in hospital and was 
considered recovered after 
two Covid-19 tests conduc-
ted on April 9 and 11 came 
back negative.

The Spanish tourist is 47 
years old. He arrived in Ma-
cau on March 16, flying from 
Spain and stopping over in 
Russia and Beijing. His fe-
ver was detected at the local 
airport and he was diagno-
sed that same day, showing 
respiratory symptoms. He 
spent 28 days in hospital. AL

Three Covid-19 patients 
discharged from hospital

Virus tests said to 
be made available to 
private sector

Guangdong reports on 
discovery of 400 asymptomatic 
coronavirus cases
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R
ESPONDING to the go-
vernment’s call of tur-
ning the Macau SAR to 
become an eco-friendly 

city, Sands China Ltd. has always 
been keen on acquiring green and 
biodegradable products from lo-
cal Small and Medium Enterpri-
ses (SMEs).

As a large-scale international 
company, one of its top priorities 
has been to explore new techno-
logies to further reduce its carbon 
footprint, thus sourcing products 
from local suppliers in a bid to 
also support local SMEs.

According to Chan Yuk Ming, 
director of Supply Chain at Sands 
China Ltd, the gaming operator 
has committed itself to achieving 
sustainable operations in a more 
responsible manner.

Although this could also be a 
challenge for the company since 
there is only a few manufacturers 
of environment friendly products 
that are available in the city, the 
gaming operator strives to achie-
ve sustainability through sourcing 
from locally-available merchandi-
ses. 

A local firm Hong Cai (Macau) 
New Material Technology Co., Ltd. 
plays a significant role in this ope-
ration of the gaming operator. 

Sands China is procuring a se-
ries of products and services from 
Hong Cai, which primarily focu-
ses on the sale and promotion of 
green, low-carbon, biodegradable 
and environmentally friendly ta-
bleware (single use) and bags.

Hong Cai is one of its few su-
ppliers of environmentally frien-
dly materials with independent 

production lines, and also seeks 
to have similar sustainable goals 
with the company.

Hong Cai has been participa-
ting in various exhibitions such 
as the Macao International Envi-
ronmental Co-operation Forum 
& Exhibition – the platform whe-
re Sands China’s procurement 
team took the initiative to con-
tact them.

“We’re very happy 
to have cooperated 
with them. The coope-
ration has been nearly 
one year so far. Both 
parties have coope-
rated seamlessly, and 
with reliable delivery 
and services we have 
had a smooth procure-
ment and settlement 
processes,” he added. 

The company pro-
duces corn starch ba-
sed material that are made from 
polylactic acid (PLA), which bio-
degradable and environmentally 
friendly products.

If disposed of correctly, the-
se products will break down into 
carbon dioxide and water within 
several months.

No toxic gases are generated 
during the incineration process 
and carbon emissions are there-
fore reduced.

According to Chan, Hong Cai 
has an independent production 
line and is willing to cooperate 
with the firm and follow up on its 
requirements.

“Because the business scope 
of Sands China is so diverse, each 
department has different de-

mands for eco-friendly utensils, 
this is especially true in regards to 
the specific detail of each product, 
such as the mold, shape and tex-
ture etc., as all these serve to give 
the users a different experience,” 
Chan explained.

“They were also very willing to 
accommodate our suggestions 
and have always tried their best to 
improve the product to fulfill our 

demands,” he added.
For Sands China, it is signifi-

cantly important to continually 
create communication with its 
SME partners to produce quality 
products and services in its pro-
perties. 

Thus, at present, Sands China 
offers a series of channels for su-
ppliers to establish a cooperative 
relationship with them.

“They can register their infor-
mation on Sands China’s official 
website, where they can also find 
information about our procu-
rement. Sands China also holds 
events such as invitational ma-
tching sessions and open days. 
The Sands Procurement Academy 
has also been set up inviting local 

suppliers to attend courses, and 
graduates enjoy priority in procu-
rement opportunities,” said Chan 
recalled. 

Meanwhile for Edith Sio, ma-
naging director of Hong Cai (Ma-
cau) New Material Technology 
Co., Ltd., its partnership with 
Sands China has allowed the 
company to continuously expand 
its market.

The local firm ente-
red the Macau market 
in 2014, with a manu-
facturing base located 
in mainland China. 
The firm’s products 
can be kept for two to 
three years. 

Sio admits the 
challenge in the be-
ginning of its opera-
tions, as environmen-
tally friendly products 
were not popular yet 

in the city back then, noting that 
the prices of these products were 
higher than ordinary plastic ta-
bleware.

From the outset of the firm’s 
operations, the annual Macau 
Food Festival was the largest and 
most regular order. There have 
also been restaurants and envi-
ronmental groups that proacti-
vely contacted them to purchase 
a series of  products yet there was 
still an absence in demand.

“That was, until last year, when 
we began cooperation with Sands 
China and since then our busi-
ness has gradually expanded, said 
Sio.

“The fact that we are able to 
cooperate with Sands China is a 

“new lease of life” which helped 
us gain a reputation and since 
then we have gradually found 
other gaming enterprises, ho-
tels, hospitals and restaurants are 
proactively contacting us,” the 
managing director added.

In addition to boosting bu-
siness operations and sales, the 
cooperation with gaming enter-
prises has broadened that SMEs’ 
horizons and perspectives, which 
brought forth breakthroughs for 
them. 

For Sio, Sands China’s procure-
ment team has assisted the com-
pany in successfully providing 
suitable products and services to 
the gaming operator. 

“We were initially unfamiliar 
with Sands China’s receiving de-
partment’s working hours and 
couldn’t complete the task during 
the allotted time, but they were 
willing to extend their working 
hours and provide assistance,” 
Sio shared.

“Subsequently, Sands China 
also came to understand the dif-
ficulties SMEs are faced with and 
not only gave support in terms of 
manufacturing supplies, but also 
provided sites we could use for 
goods distribution, thereby re-
ducing transportation costs, she 
added.

The gaming operator has ple-
dged to continually heed to the 
SAR government’s call to support 
local products and companies. 
This continuous move signifies its 
commitment to supporting local 
enterprises as part of the com-
pany’s corporate social responsi-
bility efforts.

Sands China continuously strengthens 
its sustainability commitment 
through local procurement

”Because the business 
scope of Sands China is so 
diverse, each department 
has different demands for 

eco-friendly utensils.
CHAN YUK MING

DIRECTOR OF SUPPLY CHAIN, SCL
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CHINA’S top agency over-
seeing Hong Kong said 

lawmakers blocking action by the 
local legislature were potentially 
violating their oaths, in a signal 
that Beijing was losing patience 
with the months-long legislative 
logjam.

The Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office urged the city’s Le-
gislative Council in a statement 
released yesterday to end the sta-
lemate and resume normal ope-
rations. Opposition lawmakers 
led by Civic Party member Dennis 
Kwok have prevented the body’s 
agenda-setting House Committee 
from electing a chairman since 
October, barring the panel from 
conducting business, it said.

“Some opposition lawmakers 
have resorted to sleazy tactics to 
paralyze the legislature for po-
litical gain at the expense of the 
public, which is tantamount to 
‘political mutual destruction,’” 
the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs 
Office said. “They could have 

violated their oath, which could 
mean misconduct in public offi-
ce.”

The remarks represent an 
unusually direct intervention in 
Hong Kong’s 
local legislative 
procedures by a 
central agency 
in Beijing. The 
70-seat Legisla-
tive Council is 
vested with the 
power to pass 
laws under a 
“one country, 
two systems” 
framework set 
up before the 
former British 
colony’s return 
to Chinese rule 
in 1997.

The ability to 
stall the government legislative 
initiatives has been one the few 
levers of political power available 
to the government’s elected oppo-

nents. In recent years, the Chine-
se government and its appointed 
local leaders have sought to set 
limits on the body’s power, suc-
cessfully getting several activists 

removed for vio-
lating their oa-
ths of office.

The Legisla-
tive Council has 
accomplished 
little since pro-
testers stormed 
and ransacked 
the chamber 
last year as part 
of a series of 
demonstrations 
that began in 
opposition to a 
bill that would 
allow extradi-
tions to China. 
The full cham-

ber is up for election in Septem-
ber.

The statement was the first 
from Hong Kong and Macau Af-

fairs Office since Xia Baolong - a 
former close aide to President Xi 
Jinping - was installed as its di-
rector on February 13. The Hong 
Kong-based Liaison Office issued 
a similar statement yesterday.

Hong Kong Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam expressed concern 
last month that the House Com-
mittee gridlock could delay the 
installation of a new chief judge 

next year. All top judicial appoint-
ments require the Legislative 
Council’s approval.

The Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office urged city residents to 
recognize the serious consequen-
ces that could result from the 
opposition’s actions. “The legisla-
tive council must resume normal 
operations as soon as possible,” it 
said. BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG

China says lawmakers’ stall tactics could breach oaths

The ability 
to stall the 

government 
legislative 

initiatives has 
been one the 
few levers of 

political power 
available to 

the opposition

Sheldon Adelson 
retains title of 
wealthiest casino boss
LAS Vegas Sands Chair-

man and CEO Sheldon 
Adelson has once again 
been named the world’s 
wealthiest casino entre-
preneur, according to For-
bes’ World’s Billionaires 
List 2020.

The gaming magnate, 
who has interests in Ma-
cau, Singapore and the 
U.S., is ranked the world’s 
28th wealthiest person 
overall with a net worth of 
$26.8 billion (212 billion 
patacas), according to the 
2020 list. Adelson’s annual 
position fell four places 
from last year when his 
net worth was estimated 
at $35.1 billion.

Other notable listin-
gs in the casino business 
include Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group’s Lui Che Woo 
and family (106th), Cae-
sars Entertainment Corp’s 
Carl Icahn (78th), Naga-
Corp’s Chen Lip Keong 
(437th) and Shun Tak’s 
Pansy Ho (565th). Former 
casino executives Steve 
Wynn and James Packer 
also made the list, placing 
in the 648th and 908th 
spots respectively. 

The list was finalized 
on March 18, and does 
not fully reflect the rapid 
changes to the world eco-
nomy brought about by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

According to Forbes, even 
“the richest people on 
Earth are not immune to 
the coronavirus.” The ag-
gregate wealth of the wor-
ld’s billionaires has fallen 
$700 billion from last year 
to $8 trillion, partly due 
to what Forbes describes 
as an implosion in global 
equity markets.

Amazon’s Jeff Bezos re-
tained his top spot for the 
third consecutive year. 
The e-commerce giant is 
now worth $113 billion, 
buoyed by a 15% rise in 
Amazon’s shares in the 
past year.

Bill Gates is the second- 
wealthiest individual, 
followed by luxury goods 
tycoon Bernard Arnault, 
who nudged out Warren 
Buffett to take the number 
three spot.

In terms of geogra-
phic distribution, the 
U.S. remains the country 
with the most billionai-
res, followed by China. 
However, this year there 
were 178 newcomers on 
the list hailing from 20 
countries. Among them 
is Zoom Video Communi-
cations founder and CEO 
Eric Yuan, whose business 
is booming in response to 
social distancing measu-
res enforced by the world 
due to Covid-19. DB

THE local government’s recent 
opinion on the city’s employer- 

employee relationship shows it is 
reluctant to support a trade union 
law. Its representatives hold that the 
existing legislation is sufficient for 
protecting workers’ rights.

The Standing Committee for the 
Coordination of Social Affairs and 
Culture, which studies and discus-
ses labor policies and related issues, 
recently summarized the results of a 
study on the trade union law. 

The Standing Committee found 
that local government representati-
ves believed that even without a tra-
de union law in Macau, the rights of 
the city’s workers would be protec-
ted by existing laws related to both 

employers and employees. 
Employee representatives belie-

ve that these are not substitutes for 
a trade union law. Employee repre-
sentatives have also said that Ma-
cau’s current Labor Law provides 
no flexibility to workers, and lacks 
an effective mechanism for sol-
ving employment disputes. When 
dealing with large corporations, 
workers are in a vulnerable position. 

The employers defended them-
selves with the claims of the local 
government. They accused a “small 
number of people” of manipulating 
the topic of trade union law and of 
stirring up conflict in Macau. 

A governemnt report, titled 
“What conditions does a society 

need in order to start a trade union 
discussion?”, showed that 97% of 
local residents “have no knowled-
ge” or “know little” about the trade 
union law. Among those that were 
aware of the law, more than half 
said it was unnecessary for Macau 
to discuss the topic within the next 
five years.

Vong Kok Seng, vice president of 
the Macao Chamber of Commerce, 
urged society not to push for the le-
gislation of a trade union law.

After the publication of the 
report, trade union proponen-
ts Leong Sun Iok and José Pereira 
Coutinho once again voiced their 
support for the establishment of a 
related law. JZ

Government reluctant to 
support trade union law 

Lawmaker Pereira Coutinho, a proponent of the trade union law
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& ELENA BECATOROS, MADRID

A
S the coronavirus pan-
demic throws millions 
out of work and devas-
tates economies wor-

ldwide, governments are strug-
gling with the dilemma between 
keeping people safe from a highly 
contagious virus and making sure 
they can still make a living.

Workers in some nonessential 
industries were returning to their 
jobs yesterday in Spain, one of the 
hardest hit countries in the coro-
navirus pandemic, while in South 
Korea, officials were warning that 
hard-earned progress fighting the 
virus could be eroded by new in-
fections as restrictions ease.

The decisions are more com-
plicated because each nation is 
on its own coronavirus arc, with 
places like Britain, Japan and par-
ts of the United States still seeing 
increasing deaths or infections; 
France and New York hoping they 
are stabilizing at a high plateau of 
deaths; and hard-hit nations like 
Italy and Spain seeing declines in 
the rates of new deaths and infec-
tions.

Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sánchez said his government 
must balance its response to the 
virus crisis that “threatens to des-
troy lives and at the same time 
destroy the economic and social 
fabric of our country.”

Seeking to restart manufac-
turing, Spain’s government is 
allowing workers to return to 
some factory and construction 
jobs. Retail stores and services 
remain closed and Spanish office 
workers are strongly encouraged 
to continue working from home. 
A prohibition on people leaving 
home for anything other than gro-
ceries and medicine will remain 
for at least two weeks under the 
country’s state of emergency. 

‘’(Spain’s) economy is more 
vulnerable to the crisis since it re-
lies on services like tourism that 
are severely harmed by the pande-
mic. That means it will likely have 
a deeper recession,” European 
Central Bank Vice President Luis 
de Guindos told Spain’s La Van-
guardia newspaper.

Yet some health experts and 
politicians argue it is premature 
to ease the lockdown in a nation 
that has suffered 17,489 deaths 
and reported 169,496 infections, 
second only to the 557,000 infec-
tions tallied in the United States. 
But Spain yesterday reported its 
lowest daily growth in infections 
in three weeks.

In Madrid, José Pardinas took 
one of the masks being handed 
out by police as he walked to work 
at a moving company that was re-
-starting operations after a three-
-week halt.

“The company hasn’t given us 
any protective equipment. I’m 
quite nervous about contracting 
the virus because my family can’t 
afford more time without an inco-
me,” Pardinas said.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, meanwhile, issued a global 
plea to the world’s richer coun-
tries and international financial 
institutions to provide debt-relief 
for poor countries, where forced 
lockdowns are crippling already 
wretched economies and causing 
widespread hunger for the poor. 

His government has launched 
an ambitious $8 billion program 
to help the millions who barely 
rise to poverty level. Khan last 
week relaxed his country’s lock-
down to allow the construction 
industry, which employs the vast 
majority of Pakistan’s daily wage 
earners, to re-open.

In South Korea, Prime Minis-
ter Chung Sye-kyun said officials 
were discussing new public gui-
delines that would allow for “cer-
tain levels of economic and social 
activity” while also maintaining 
distance to slow the virus’ spread.

South Korea’s caseload has 
slowed from early March, when 
it was reporting around 500 new 
daily cases, but officials have war-
ned of a broader “quiet spread’’ at 
bars and restaurants, which are 
still open. President Moon Jae-in 
vowed to focus on saving jobs and 
protecting the economy amid a 
sharp increase in the number of 
people seeking unemployment 
benefits. He said “confidence is 
growing” that the country will 

beat the coronavirus.
But South Korea’s vice health 

minister, Kim Gang-lip, said a qui-
ck return to normality was “vir-
tually impossible” considering the 
threat of new transmissions. 

“A premature easing (of so-
cial distancing) would come at 
an irrevocable cost, so we should 
approach the issue very carefully, 
and invest deep thought into 
when and how to transition,” Kim 
said yesterday. 

In Sri Lanka, 
the govern-
ment annou-
nced plans to 
reopen schools 
and universi-
ties in May.

The Italian 
g ov e r n m e n t 
said more than 
12,500 people 
were sanctio-
ned and 150 
face criminal charges of violating 
lockdown measures over the Eas-
ter weekend. On the hopeful side, 
Italy recorded the lowest num-
ber of daily virus deaths in three 
weeks at 431, putting its total at 
over 19,800. 

The pandemic’s new epicenter 
is now the United States, which 
has seen more than 22,000 dea-
ths, the world’s highest. About half 
have been in the New York metro-

politan area, but hospitalizations 
are slowing in the state and other 
indicators suggest lockdowns and 
social distancing are working.

U.S. infectious disease expert 
Dr. Anthony Fauci said parts of the 
country could gradually reopen as 
early as next month.

In Britain, the death toll passed 
10,600 and Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, the first major world lea-
der to test positive for the virus, 

paid an emo-
tional tribute 
to the coun-
try’s National 
Health Service 
following his 
release from 
the hospital. 
He said NHS 
workers sa-
ved his life “no 
question.”

J o h n s o n , 
who spent 

three nights in intensive care, es-
pecially thanked two nurses who 
stood by his bedside for 48 hours 
“when things could have gone ei-
ther way.”

Japan, the world’s third-biggest 
economy, has seen its number of 
new infections climb rapidly in re-
cent days and now has 7,255 con-
firmed cases. Japanese companies 
have been slow to switch to remo-
te work and many people are still 

commuting, even after a state of 
emergency was declared for seven 
prefectures, including Tokyo.

To encourage people to stay 
home, the Japanese government 
released a video showing the pre-
sident cuddling his dog, reading a 
book and clicking a remote con-
trol at home but the message drew 
mocking criticism on social me-
dia, with people noting that many 
could not afford to stay home.

Social distancing was on full 
display for Easter Sunday cele-
brations around the world, with 
many Christians marking the day 
isolated in their homes while pas-
tors preached to empty pews. St. 
Peter’s Square was barricaded to 
keep out crowds and one Florida 
church drew a large turnout for a 
drive-in service in a parking lot.

Pope Francis called for global 
solidarity to confront the “epo-
chal challenge” of the pandemic. 
He urged political leaders to give 
hope and opportunity to the 
millions laid off from work.

More than 1.8 million coronavi-
rus infections have been reported 
and over 114,000 people have died 
worldwide, according to Johns 
Hopkins University. The figures 
understate the true size and toll of 
the pandemic, due to limited tes-
ting, uneven counting of the dead 
and deliberate under-counting by 
some governments. AP

Health or wealth? Nations 
pressured to loosen virus rules

The decisions 
are more 

complicated 
because 

each nation 
is on its own 

coronavirus arc

A commuter wearing a face mask to protect against coronavirus at Atocha train station in Madrid
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A man driven into exile by former Uganda dictator Idi 
Amin has been sworn in as the country’s new president.

Yusufu Lule was greeted by cheering crowds when he 
arrived back in Uganda yesterday from neighbouring 
Tanzania.

On Saturday Mr Lule took his presidential oath in a ce-
remony on the steps of the parliament building in Ugan-
da’s capital, Kampala.

The new president then called for a moment’s silence 
for the estimated half a million people who had died un-
der General Amin’s rule.

Flanked by Tanzanian army commanders whose troops 
drove Idi Amin from Kampala, Mr Lule appealed to his 
countrymen not to seek vengeance.

“We must not indulge in the evil acts of the regime we 
have just removed,” he said.

President Lule condemned the former leader as a rebel 
and ordered commando squads to track him down.

He urged troops still loyal to Idi Amin to surrender 
saying they would be “protected” if they handed over 
their weapons.

Last year Idi Amin precipitated his own downfall by sen-
ding troops to annexe part of Tanzania.

But Tanzania fought back, invaded Uganda and helped 
unify the various anti-Amin rebel groups.

Last month the dictator was forced to flee and is now 
believed to be in a remote area of the country with his 
remaining troops.

President Lule has said free elections will be held wi-
thin two years -the first in the central African state since 
1962.

The formation of the new government is being cele-
brated by the Ugandan people but it is a blow for Milton 
Obote, the man deposed by Idi Amin in 1971.

Mr Obote is a close friend of Tanzania’s president Nye-
rere and many expected him to once again become pre-
sident after Idi Amin’s fall.

But Mr Obote’s nine-year rule and his socialist reforms 
were almost as unpopular as Amin’s regime.

Anti-Amin forces and exile groups told President Nye-
rere they would not tolerate Mr Obote being reinstated.

Courtesy BBC News

1979 New presideNt for 
              war-torN UgaNda

In context

Idi Amin escaped from Uganda to exile in Saudi Arabia. He 
died in Jeddah in August 2003.
Uganda’s leadership went through an unstable period over 
the next few years.
Two presidents, including the man deposed by Amin, Mil-
ton Obote, were ousted by army coups.
However, a period of relative stability began when Yoweri 
Museveni became president in 1986.
He has overseen a period of dramatic improvement in 
Uganda’s economy but has attracted criticism for not al-
lowing multiparty politics.
President Museveni has also been unable to end two rebel 
insurgencies in the north and west of the country which 
have led to the death and displacement of tens of thou-
sands of people.

this day in history

Christians celebrate an 
Easter like no other
C

HRISTIANS ce-
lebrated Easter 
Sunday isolated 
in their homes 

by the coronavirus while 
pastors preached the fai-
th’s joyous news of Christ’s 
resurrection to empty 
pews. St. Peter’s Square 
was barricaded to keep out 
crowds, while one Florida 
church drew a large tur-
nout for a drive-in service 
in a parking lot.

Britain’s Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, released 
from the hospital after a 
week of treatment for CO-
VID-19, paid an emotional 
tribute to the country’s 
National Health Service, 
saying its doctors and nur-
ses had saved his life “no 
question.” He especially 
thanked two nurses who 
stood by his bedside for 48 
hours “when things could 
have gone either way.”

The strangeness of this 
Easter was evident at the 
Vatican. St. Peter’s Square, 
where tens of thousands 
would normally gather 
to hear Pope Francis, was 
empty. Francis celebrated 
Easter Mass inside the lar-
gely vacant basilica, calling 
for global solidarity to con-
front the “epochal challen-
ge” of the pandemic and 
urging political leaders to 
give hope and opportunity 
to people who’ve lost jobs.

Worldwide, families 
who normally would at-
tend church in their Easter 
best and later enjoy festive 
group meals stayed home. 
Police checkpoints in Eu-
rope and outside closed 

churches elsewhere left the 
faithful watching services 
online or on TV.

Some U.S. pastors went 
ahead with in-person ser-
vices despite state or local 
bans on large gatherings.

At the Happy Gospel 
Church in Bradenton, Flo-
rida, about 100 cars car-
rying 250 people gathered 
in the parking lot to hear 
Pastor Bill Bailey’s Easter 
sermon. Some sat in lawn 
chairs or on tailgates, but 
families stayed at least 6 
feet apart; those in their 
cars occasionally honked 
to convey agreement with 
Bailey’s remarks.

In Louisiana, a pastor 
who is facing misdemea-
nor charges for holding 
services despite a ban on 
gatherings, said people 
from every state and all but 
one continent attended 
his Easter service Sunday 
morning.

“My hope is not in a vac-
cine for a virus, but all my 
hope is in Jesus,” Rev. Tony 
Spell said during the servi-
ce shown online at Life Ta-
bernacle Church in the city 
of Central.

Worshipers could be 
heard clapping, singing 
and responding “Amen” 
during the service, though 
it was not clear how many 
attended.

President Donald 
Trump had said he plan-
ned to watch an online ser-
vice led by the Rev. Robert 
Jeffress of the Southern 
Baptist megachurch First 
Baptist Dallas, although 
the White House wouldn’t 

confirm whether he did. 
The pastor, a staunch ally 
of the president, mentio-
ned Trump in his remarks.

“We are going to get 
through this crisis with 
your continued strong lea-
dership and the power of 
God,” Jeffress said.

In their own Easter mes-
sage, Trump and his wife, 
Melania, paid tribute to 
the medical professionals, 
first responders and other 
essential workers striving 
to combat the pandemic.

Back on March 24, at a 
Fox News virtual town hall, 
Trump had broached the 
possibility that the U.S. 
could emerge from wides-
pread lockdowns by this 
weekend.

“I would love to have the 
country opened up and 
just raring to go by Easter,” 
he said.

“Wouldn’t it be great to 
have all of the churches 
full?” Trump said in a sub-
sequent interview. “You’ll 
have packed churches all 
over our country.”

Instead, most churches 
were empty, including St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New 
York City, which is the epi-
center of the pandemic in 
the U.S.

Cardinal Timothy Do-
lan, who led a televised 
Mass, said he was pleased 
congregants could have 
a virtual celebration. “We 
miss you though,” he ad-
ded. “We’d rather you be 
here physically.” 

In the morning, mem-
bers of churches from 
across New York sang 

“Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today” from balconies and 
windows.

“Even if you didn’t 
hear everyone, God heard 
everyone,” said Kathy 
Keller, of Reedemer Pres-
byterian Church, who 
helped organize the event 
online.

In Europe, countries 
used roadblocks, fines and 
other tactics to keep peo-
ple from traveling over an 
Easter weekend with beau-
tiful spring weather. 

The Italian government 
said weekend police pa-
trols resulted in more than 
12,500 people being sanc-
tioned and 150 facing cri-
minal charges of violating 
lockdown measures.

On the hopeful side, 
officials said Italy recor-
ded the lowest number of 
new coronavirus dead in 
three weeks, with 431 peo-
ple dying in the past day 
to bring its total to over 
19,800. 

As hard-hit countries 
like Italy and Spain see 
reduced daily virus infec-
tions and deaths, econo-
mic pressures are moun-
ting to loosen the tight res-
trictions on daily life.

Southern Europe and 
the United States, whose 
death toll of over 22,000 is 
now the world’s highest, 
have been the recent focal 
points of the pandemic. 
But coronavirus hot spots 
have been shifting, with 
new concerns rising in Ja-
pan, Turkey and Britain, 
where the death toll passed 
10,000. AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 14.04.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- City in Tuscany; 6- ___, I’m Adam; 11- Zip; 14- Backing for an exhibit; 

15- Addis ___; 16- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 17- Change; 18- Cupressus; 19- Sugar 
suffix; 20- British nobleman; 22- Stopwatch-holder; 24- Aromatic herb; 28- Milk of 
magnesia target; 30- Alberta’s home; 31- Dry as ___; 32- Diary bit; 33- Given to 
great feeling; 37- Dug in; 38- Part of an ice skate; 39- Comedian Philips; 40- Set to 
the mean; 43- Halfhearted; 45- Overjoy; 46- New Orleans university; 47- Flair; 50- 
Capital of the Chaldean empire; 51- Muse of love poetry; 52- Bausch & Lomb brand; 
53- Mazel ___!; 54- Can’t stand; 57- Express alternative; 62- Language ending; 63- 
Praying figure; 64- High up; 65- Fam. member; 66- Resides; 67- Staggers;
 
DOWN: 1- Ocean; 2- Proverb ending?; 3- Cornerstone abbr.; 4- Miss-named?; 5- 
Now; 6- PC shortcut; 7- Genesis shepherd; 8- Pop; 9- Attorney’s org.; 10- Cocktail; 
11- Model Campbell; 12- Atlas feature; 13- Wary; 21- Actress Alicia; 23- Logical 
beginning?; 24- Body of salt water; 
25- Cost; 26- Register as a participant; 
27- Long-jawed fish; 28- Residence; 29- 
Pigeon coop; 31- Astonish; 33- Upper 
crust; 34- Sherpa’s home; 35- Acid type; 
36- Water-repellent cloth; 38- Drab; 
41- Crux; 42- Intoxicating liquor; 43- 
Like penne or ziti; 44- Cathedral city of 
England; 46- Light brown color, common 
to pale sunworshippers; 47- Tire (out); 
48- “______ by any other name…”; 49- 
Umbilicus; 50- Outdoes; 52- Lacoste of 
tennis; 55- Jackie’s second; 56- The last 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 58- Corrida 
cry; 59- Cedar Rapids college; 60- CIO’s 
partner; 61- Mil. officers; 

Thursday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Commerce is not an ideal thing 
to be involved in right now, 
especially if  you are interested in 
selling some of  your possessions. 
Your personal goods will not 
move as quickly as you think.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Using flattery in order to get what 
you want in life is a completely 
legitimate tactic, there is no doubt 
about it. But if  you use it too 
often, it will lose its value. Today, 
use flattery only as a last resort.

May. 21-Jun. 21
The recent developments in 
your romantic or private life will 
be right at the top of  your mind 
today, which could negatively 
affect your ability to focus on the 
work at hand. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your kookiest ideas are just 
so crazy that they might work 
today, so try not to edit yourself. 
Censoring what you contribute to 
the group at large might be your 
idea of  protecting your reputation.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Red tape is sticky stuff, so if  you 
are in the midst of  dealing with 
any type of  bureaucracy, beware: 
You could get stuck in the system. 
Diligence is your best bet, so keep 
calling the numbers you have.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Having more harmony in your life 
will help even out the tumultuous 
energy that’s been circling you 
for a few days. Aim for less tug 
of  war, and you’ll have a lot less 
stress.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
An exciting person comes back 
into your life today, and they 
have a special type of  invitation 
for you. It involves an unusual 
cultural experience, and it’s one 
you should accept if  you can.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
There are developing issues 
in one of  your non-romantic 
relationships, and you need to 
focus your energies on them 
before you can go off  and 
play.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t let them claim they are a 
generous person when they are 
merely manipulative. Helping 
other people must be done for its 
own sake - let them find someone 
else to use.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It represents the chance for an 
important opportunity, and 
should be your top priority right 
now. Your love life can wait. 
Today, you’ve got to take care of  
your own best interests first.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Beautiful words will hold extra 
entertainment value for you 
today, so do whatever you can 
to get into conversations with 
people who have wit and poetic 
abilities.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Learning takes time - you have to 
hear new things and experience 
new things over and over again 
before they sink in. You want to 
internalize this, down to your 
core.

  Aquarius Pisces
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THLETES completing 
doping bans over the 
next year will be eligible 
to compete in the pos-

tponed Tokyo Olympics, an unin-
tended effect of the coronavirus 
pandemic that has some crying 
foul.

Turkish runner Gamze Bulut, 
for example, will now have plenty 
of time to qualify for a games she 
likely would have missed had they 
gone ahead as scheduled.

“It doesn’t seem like a fair pu-
nishment,” Irish race walker Bren-
dan Boyce told The Associated 
Press in a phone interview. “They 
haven’t really missed the events 
they were supposed to miss.”

The 2020 Olympics were offi-
cially postponed last month for 
one year, with the opening cere-
mony now set for July 23, 2021.

Bulut originally won silver in 
the 1,500 meters at the 2012 Lon-
don Olympics but was stripped of 
her medal because of irregularities 
in her biological passport, which 
monitors an athlete’s blood profi-
le. She was given a four-year ban 
that began in 2016 and expires on 
May 29 — giving her an unexpec-
ted full year to qualify for Tokyo.

“I’m trying my best to (attend) 
the Olympics,” the 27-year-old 
runner said. “I hope I can join.”

The Athletics Integrity Unit 
estimates that about 40 of the 
200 or so banned track and field 
athletes who stand to gain from 

the Olympic postponement are 
international-level competitors. 
The AIU maintains a global list of 
track athletes banned for doping 
violations.

More than 11,000 athletes are 
expected to compete in 33 sports 
in Tokyo, with about 2,000 of them 
in track and field.

Boyce, a two-time Olympian 
who has qualified for Tokyo, said 
restrictions on the number of 
competitors could make it harder 

for clean athletes to earn places.
“I wouldn’t be too happy now if 

I lost an Olympic spot because of 
an anomaly like what’s going on at 
the minute,” Boyce said.

The Irishman protested on so-
cial media but stopped short of fi-
ling any formal complaints. British 
long-distance runner and Tokyo 
hopeful Lily Partridge agreed.

“I don’t believe in second chan-
ces with regards to serious do-
ping offenses unless you provide 

serious assistance to anti-doping 
authorities and even then I don’t 
believe you should have the privi-
lege of being able to compete and 
earn money from the sport,” Par-
tridge told the AP.

However, World Anti-Doping 
Agency President Witold Banka 
said the unforeseen health cri-
sis doesn’t mean authorities can 
“cherry-pick” when athletes have 
completed their bans.

“While an athlete cannot choo-

se when he or she would like to be 
ineligible, an (anti-doping organi-
zation) cannot either,” Banka said. 
“This is entirely consistent with 
principles of natural justice and 
other areas of the law as it relates 
to sports or even criminal activity. 
When an offender has done the 
time, the sentence is considered 
to be served.”

Sebastian Coe, the Olympic 
great who is now president of Wor-
ld Athletics, was less definitive in 
comments shortly after the games 
were postponed.

“This is something we will need 
to look at,” Coe said. “I know it’s 
something the Athletics Integri-
ty Unit, and I’m sure all the other 
agencies out there in concert 
with our sports, will need to think 
about, and that will just be ano-
ther issue in an overflowing inbox 
at the moment.”

Athletes who have already qua-
lified for Tokyo have been assured 
that they’ll keep their spots as fu-
ture qualification decisions un-
fold. AP

TOKYO GAMES

Athletes completing bans get 
unexpected chance at Olympics
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China reports highest number of new  
infections after lifting restrictions

China yesterday reported 108 new cases of coronavirus infec-
tion, 98 of them imported.

Of the new domestic cases, seven were recorded in the province 
of Heilongjiang bordering on Russia and three in the southern 
business bub of Guangzhou.

Two more deaths were reported in the former epicenter city of 
Wuhan, bringing China’s totals since the illness emerged in De-
cember to 3,341 deaths among 82,160 official cases.

Most patients in China have recovered and the final travel res-
trictions in Wuhan were lifted last week. But China has continued 

to see new cases in travelers arriving from abroad.
Social distancing, temperature checks and other measures re-

main in effect while businesses are reopening and people resume 
work and other activities.

Meanwhile, one mask producer in China says it is rushing to 
fill orders from overseas while facing stricter quality inspections 
from Chinese regulators.

Wuhan Zonsen, which makes masks and disinfection wipes, 
says $50 million in orders from European countries and the Uni-
ted States will keep them at full production capacity until June. 

OPINION
Our Desk
Lynzy Valles

USA The $2.2 trillion 
package that Congress 
approved to offer financial 
help during the coronavirus 
pandemic has one major 
exclusion: millions of 
immigrants who do not 
have legal status in the 
U.S. but work here and pay 
taxes. Roughly 4.3 million 
mostly unauthorized 
immigrants who do not 
have a Social Security 
number file taxes using 
what’s known as a taxpayer 
identification number.

Turkey introduced a new 
coronavirus lockdown 
over the weekend that 
took many by surprise 
and led to Interior Minister 
Suleyman Soylu offering 
his resignation  yesterday. 
The 48-hour curfew across 
31 cities marked a major 
development in Turkey, 
which had previously 
adopted a more relaxed 
approach to fighting the 
virus than its neighbors in 
Europe and the Mideast.

Egypt’s chief prosecutor 
ordered 23 people to 
remain in detention 
for 15 days pending an 
investigation into blocking 
a road to a cemetery 
in a Nile Delta village to 
prevent the burial of a 
physician who died from 
the coronavirus. Public 
Prosecutor Hamada el-
Sawy described preventing 
her burial as a “terrorist 
act.” The 64-year-old 
physician died on Friday 
in a quarantine-designed 
hospital in the Suez Canal 
city of Ismailia.

UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson expressed his 
gratitude to the staff 
of the National Health 
Service for saving his life 
when his treatment for 
the coronavirus could have 
“gone either way” as the 
U.K. yesterday became the 
fourth European country 
to surpass 10,000 virus-
related deaths.  He listed 
a number of the frontline 
staff members who cared 
for him during his week-
long stay at St. Thomas’ 
Hospital in London but 
singled out two nurses 
he identified as Jenny 
from Invercargill on New 
Zealand’s South Island and 
Luis from Portugal.
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The most helpless  
of them all

The words “lay off” and “unpaid leave” have 
been used a huge amount these days, reflecting 
their occurrence worldwide amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.

In Macau alone, there are several hundred lo-
cal and non-resident workers who are facing this 
situation, given that their employers – particu-
larly those in the hotel and catering industries 
– have been financially affected by the virus.

Recently, the Philippine Consulate General in 
the SAR announced relief measures for displa-
ced Filipino workers or workers currently on 
unpaid leave.

Aside from this offer, workers who are unab-
le to return to their home country due to lock-
downs are also entitled to receive financial as-
sistance.

On the weekend, many of them flocked to the 
consulate in the SAR to sign up for their share. 

Of course, financial assistance can only help 
them for a short period of time with rental con-
cerns and daily needs.

Thinking about this situation just emphasizes 
how vulnerable migrant groups are in the SAR. 
There are no supports for them from the local 
government – not that they are required to pro-
vide any – be it in health services or welfare be-
nefits, even if only during this crisis. 

This is unlike Portugal, where the government 
has granted foreigners access to the “national 
health service, welfare benefits, bank accoun-
ts, and work and rental contracts” in lieu of the 
pandemic.

Vulnerable groups could have gone back home 
before the lockdown began, but it was unexpec-
ted that the second wave of the pandemic would 
be so serious.

Thus, at this point in time these workers are 
facing the harsh reality of their decision to stay. 
They are left with no options as they cannot lea-
ve the SAR due to travel restrictions, as well as 
the lack of direct flights from Macau to Manila, 
which have long been cancelled. 

Luckily, there are a few groups in the commu-
nity organizing food and grocery distribution 
programs.

While scrolling on social media the other day, 
I came across a post in a group.

A Filipino bought groceries, including wine, 
large trays of eggs, packs of instant noodles, 
fruit and other basic necessities with her cash 
handout, telling those on unpaid leave to visit a 
certain location to pick up the items. 

In the photo, there were dozens lined up, wai-
ting for their own kind of “subsidy.”

One of the recipients of the grocery package 
said, “I’m 31 weeks pregnant, and I’m currently 
lining up,” while another said, “I’ve been termi-
nated [and I] need your help.”

The short sentences sounded so loud that it 
made me really think about how the commu-
nity of stranded migrant workers and unpaid 
workers are experiencing this situation. 

Stuck at home, they have no other choice 
but to acquire basic goods from those who are 
willing to help them, be it relatives or migrant 
associations.

Stuck at home, it is almost impossible for them 
to find new jobs as businesses themselves call 
for further support from the government, par-
ticularly with the announcement of the MOP10 
billion relief fund.

Stuck at home, they cannot attend training 
provided by labor authorities, as they do not 
meet the number 1 requirement – being a BIR 
holder. 

I think this is the group of people that remain 
the most vulnerable, especially at this time, 
when helpless is the word that describes them 
best.

ONE GOOD THING

Volunteers feed hungry 
animals at Nepal’s 
revered shrine

BINAJ GURUBACHARYA, 
KATHMANDU

WHEN COVID-19 came 
to Nepal, attention 

turned to an unlikely group 
of victims: hundreds of 
monkeys, cows and pigeons.

Normally, the animals 
are fed by thousands of 
devotees at the country’s 
most revered Hindu temple, 
Pashupatinath temple in 
Kathmandu. But last month 
Nepal’s government ordered 
a complete lockdown to stop 
the spread of the coronavi-
rus. People were forbidden 
from leaving their homes. 
Temples closed. And the ani-
mals risked starvation.

Now, every morning and 
evening, a few guards, about 
a dozen staff and some vo-
lunteers come out to ensure 

that the animals survive.
“We are trying to make 

sure that these animals are 
not starving and they are 
taken care of,” said Pradeep 
Dhakal, an official of the 
Pashupatinath Develop-
ment Trust, which controls 
the temple and surrounding 
areas. 

Nepal has nine confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus and 
one person has recovered. 
The lockdown, imposed 
March 24, banned all flights 
and ground transport, and 
closed markets, schools and 
offices.

It is common for devo-
tees to feed cows, which are 
sacred and worshipped by 
the Hindus, and monkeys, 
which are believed to be des-
cendants of the Hindu god 
Hanuman. Cows line up the 

path leading to the temple 
and the banks of the Bagmati 
River, while monkeys roam 
freely around the forested hill 
next to the shrine.

Dry corn is spread out on 
the banks of the river for pi-
geons while a dough is made 
for cows from grain. Hun-
dreds of monkeys mostly line 
up to receive food from vo-
lunteers wearing masks and 
rubber gloves. 

Each meal takes about 
four to six sacks of food. 

The monkeys have not 
attacked the volunteers, said 
one, Nivesh Dugar. Minutes 
later, a large monkey snat-
ched the plastic basket full of 
freshly cut-out dough. 

In this difficult time, said 
Dugar, an environmental en-
gineer, “we are just trying to 
help the animals survive.” AP

Home alone. Pope Francis, small white figure at center left, delivers his blessing during Easter 
Sunday Mass inside an empty St. Peter’s Basilica, at the Vatican this weekend. (See p8)
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