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China-US The U.S. 
ambassador to China 
said he doesn’t believe 
Beijing is deliberately 
blocking exports of 
masks and other medical 
supplies to fight the 
coronavirus, and that 
the shipment of 1,200 
tons of such products to 
the U.S. could not have 
been possible without 
Chinese support. 
Ambassador Terry 
Branstad (pictured) 
also says the U.S. has 
concerns about how 
China initially handled 
the virus outbreak in the 
central city of Wuhan, 
but that such issues 
should be addressed 
after the pandemic has 
been brought under 
control.

Hong Kong  Arrivals in 
Hong Kong plunged to 
a new low of 82,000 in 
March, a 99% drop from 
the same time last year 
as the city banned the 
entry of foreigners to 
curb the spread of the 
virus. The indefinite ban 
on incoming travelers 
was imposed March 25.

Thailand has extended 
through April 30 a 
ban on international 
passenger flights to help 
control the coronavirus. 
The ban was initially 
ordered April 4 after 
chaos broke out at 
Bangkok’s international 
airport when more than 
100 returning Thais 
reportedly refused to 
go directly to state-run 
quarantine centers. 
The original three-day 
ban has already been 
extended once.
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Gaming 
revenue 
to fall 
up to 

95% this 
month: 

analysts
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SULU SOU SAYS ‘NO’ TO 
HIGHER AGE THRESHOLD FOR 
GOV’T HOUSING APPLICANTS
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JULIE ZHU

IN response to public concerns 
regarding the government’s 

decision to proceed with the 
New Urban Zone plan befo-
re the city’s urban master plan 
is complete, a representative 
of the Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau (DSSOPT) has 
defended that work on the New 
Urban Zone had been expedited 
precisely because of society’s de-
mands. 

The Macau urban master 
plan is expected to be available 
for public consultation someti-
me this year, about six years af-
ter the urban planning law came 
into effect in March 2014.

On the sidelines of yesterday’s 
Urban Planning Committee ple-
nary meeting, DSSOPT director 
Chan Pou Ha commented on 
the master plan. 

Chan, who was appointed 
director at the start of this year, 
defended the local government 
in endeavoring to establish the 
master plan, including cons-
tantly disclosing information to 
the public as well as holding in-
terdepartmental discussions on 
the matter. 

“We have been working day 
and night for it,” said Chan, who 
could still not name a more pre-
cise date for the public consulta-
tion process to begin. 

THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) predicts that Ma-

cau’s economy will shrink by 30% in 
real terms this year.

The institution’s latest World 
Economic Outlook report expects 
Macau’s 2020 gross domestic pro-
duct to contract by 29.6% because 
of the ongoing impact of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

However, it also forecasts a 
strong rebound next year with real 
growth of 32%. This suggests that 
the economic fundamentals of Ma-
cau remain strong and that the city 
will quickly recover once the coro-
navirus outbreak is fully contained. 

Macau entered technical reces-
sion last year after recording two 
consecutive quarters of negative 
growth. The local economy contrac-
ted by 4.7% in real terms in 2019, 
according to the assessment made 
in the World Economic Outlook re-
port.

Meanwhile, the world economy 
will suffer a recession of about 3% 
this year, the IMF said. DB

Within the land and public 
works departments, concerned 
parties have reached a consen-
sus on the master plan draft. 

Members of the Macau pu-
blic have been doubting the go-
vernment’s measures in prioriti-
zing the New Urban Zone plan 
before there is an urban master 
plan.  

However, Chan claimed that 
it was the society’s demand to 
speed up the New Urban Zone 
plan and that the local gover-
nment has also accomplished 
multiple public consultation 
processes for the New Urban 
Zone. 

In 2018, the DSSOPT tende-
red the contract to Arup Group 
to draft the Macau urban master 
plan for a payment of 11 million 
patacas. With more than one 
year gone by, the draft has al-
ready been completed by the 
company and is currently under 
review by the relevant govern-
ment department. Once the re-
view is completed, the draft will 
be ready for public consultation. 

At the beginning of April, 
the Macau government signed 

a contract with the same com-
pany, which was promised 1.95 
million patacas to present, pro-
mote and consult with the pu-
blic on the draft. 

The second contract’s service 
period is 114 days, meaning that 
the public consultation period 
should take place by July at the 
latest. 

Also during yesterday’s Ur-
ban Planning Committee mee-
ting, the members approved 
two plans related to a state-ow-
ned land plot. 

The premise of a spare estab-

lishment located at the Calçada 
da Igreja de S. Lázaro is expected 
to serve cultural purposes in the 
future. The plot belongs to the 
Macau SAR government and is 
not involved in any land conces-
sion. Macau’s cultural heritage 
protection law also protects the 
area.

Complying with the opinions 
of the Cultural Affairs Bureau, 
both the rooftop and the exter-
nal side of the building should 
be preserved in their current 
state, said the Urban Planning 
Committee.

Urban master plan will undergo  
public consultation later this year

IMF predicts 
Macau 
economy 
will 
contract 30%

Lawmaker says no to higher age 
threshold for gov’t housing applicants
ANTHONY LAM

LAWMAKER and New Macau 
Association member, Sulu 

Sou, submitted three recommen-
dations to the Chief Executive 
yesterday regarding the proposed 
amendments to the Economic 
Housing Law. The amendments, 
which are currently under detai-
led discussion by the concerned 
Legislative Assembly Committee, 
include a controversial measure 
that would raise the minimum 
age of applicants.

In the draft amendments, the 
government has proposed to raise 
the age limit of an applicant from 
18 years old to 25 years old. After 
stirring up objections across so-
ciety, the government later chan-
ged the proposed minimum to 23 
years old.

This proposed age minimum 
only concerns individual appli-
cants. For applications made as 
a family unit, the age floor, which 

only applies to the lead of the unit, 
has no change proposed and will 
likely remain at 18 years of age.

Sou has been taking an oppo-
sing stand on this particular 
amendment. He thinks it will en-
tail unfair treatment of different 

people. He also pointed out that 
in the public consultation process 
for the law amendment, he did 
not see any such recommenda-
tions made public, either by the 
general public or the government.

Even though the housing needs 

of younger residents have been 
relatively weak, they should not 
be deprived of the right to apply 
for the government’s subsidized 
housing, Sou claims.

Regarding some residents’ 
worries that these younger people 
may strengthen competition be-
tween applications, the lawmaker 
pointed out that this would be 
very unlikely. He cited the figu-
re from previous applications, 
which shows that only five out of 
10,000 young applicants of ages 
between 18 and 24 have won a 
chance to purchase a subsidized 
housing apartment.

The lawmaker also worries 
about potential social division 
caused by the government’s pro-
posal on the change of the mini-
mum age.

In his second recommenda-
tion, the lawmaker encourages 
the government to restrict the 
number of permanent residents 
within a family unit to not lower 

than 50% of members of an 
applying family unit.

Sou cited the case in neighbo-
ring Hong Kong, in which appli-
cants must not only be perma-
nent Hong Kong residents, they 
must also regularly reside in the 
territory. He thinks it is a good 
step to protect the rights to hou-
sing of local permanent residen-
ts.

Currently, the government 
only proposes to make the pro-
portion of permanent residents in 
a family unit as a scoring criterion 
for applications submitted as a fa-
mily unit.

His last recommendation con-
cerns the continuation of the 
queuing system. Applications 
submitted before 2011 will re-
main active for future housing 
draws.

Sou thinks the continuation 
of a queue system gives residents 
greater hope and better opportu-
nity for life planning.

DSSOPT director Chan Pou Ha



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 16.04.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

 ad

EV
A 

B
UC

H
O

BROKERAGE Sanford C. 
Bernstein is expecting 

Macau’s gross gaming reve-
nue to plunge as much as 
95% year-on-year in April.

According to the analysts, 
the city recorded some 850 
million patacas of gaming 
revenue in the first 13 days 
of April, with a month-to-
-date average daily rate of 66 
million patacas.

Last April, the city’s gross 
gaming revenue amounted 
to approximately 23.6 billion 
patacas.

“Month-to-date ave-
rage daily rate is down 92 
percent compared to April 
2019,” said analysts Vitaly 
Umansky, Eunice Lee and 
Kelsey Zhu, as cited in a note 
seen by GGRAsia.

The current pandemic 
outbreak and border restric-
tions between Macau and 
its neighboring cities have 
brought about a negative 
impact on gaming revenue. 

“We estimate VIP has been 
stronger than mass, with re-
venue driven by a very small 
number of players, with 
lower than normal hold in 
VIP and significant volatili-
ty,” the brokerage added.

For the eight-day period 

DANIEL BEITLER

TOURISM prices in the first 
quarter largely resisted the 

collapse in visitor numbers brou-
ght about by the onset of the pan-
demic.

A price index of goods and servi-
ces purchased by tourists dropped 
only marginally in the first quarter, 
even as the number of visitors more 
than halved over the first two mon-
ths of the year.

According to data released 
yesterday by the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC), the Tou-
rism Price Index (TPI) fell 1.05% 
in year-on-year terms to 136.47 in 
the first quarter of 2020. In com-
parison with the fourth quarter of 

ending April 13, the daily 
average was estimated to be 
just 44 million patacas. 

During the Easter break 
weekend, tourist arrivals 
hit a record low as the city 
recorded only 810 arrivals, 
plunging 99.8% compared 
to the same holiday period 
in 2019.

Meanwhile, according to 
Sanford Bernstein’s analysts, 
gaming operators and other 
Macau-based contacts to 
which it had spoken “do not 
see any clarity on the timing 
of recovery [for improve-
ment of the visa situation].”

“We expect [gross gaming 
revenue] to pick up again 
in May/June with loosening 
travel restrictions, but any 
strong near-term recovery is 
unlikely,” said the team.

The SAR continues to 
face a decline in its tourist 
arrivals as visitors from its 
number one source market 
are mostly prevented from 
traveling to the region due 
to the Central Government’s 
suspension of the individual 
visit scheme and Guang-
dong’s requirement that all 
arrivals, even its own resi-
dents, must undergo a 14-
day quarantine. LV

2019, TPI dropped by 2.17%.
DSEC attributed the minor dip 

to lower hotel room rates and the 
falling prices of handbags and la-
dies’ clothing. At the same time, 
rising charges for restaurant ser-
vices and dearer prices of jewelry 
offset part of the decrease.

Among the various sections 
of goods and services, the price 
index of clothing and footwear 
dropped 13.5% in the first quar-
ter while that of accommodation 
fell 5.8%. The price index for food, 
alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
rose 4% in year-on-year terms, 
while that of transport and com-
munications rose 4.4%.

The Times reported yesterday 
that many clothing and footwear 

retailers across the SAR are offe-
ring high discounts this month, 
ahead of the government’s e-vou-
cher launch on May 1.

Even so, the official data indicates 
that tourism prices in the first quar-
ter are not reflective of the collapse 
in visitor numbers observed in Ma-
cau since the start of the year.

Visitor arrivals in the first two 
months of 2020 dropped 57% to 3 
million, according to figures pro-
vided by the Public Security Police 
Force, which oversees immigration 
matters. The data for March, when 
more stringent border restrictions 
were introduced in Macau, Hong 
Kong and mainland China, shows 
that the number of daily tourists de-
clined to near-zero levels.

Bernstein predicts 
gaming revenue to fall 
up to 95% this month

Tourism prices held up even as 
visitors disappeared last quarter
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Police vigilant on 
possible rise in crime 
caused by recession  
The security sector of the government 
remains on guard against any change 
in public security conditions that may 
be caused by economic decline, a 
Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
officer told yesterday’s daily press 
conference. Ma Chio Hong, head 
of the PSP’s Division for Action and 
Communication, who made that 
comment, also argued that based on 
the available data at present, the public 
security condition of the city has not 
deteriorated. Studies have shown that 
periods of economic decline often 
coincide with a rising crime rate. But 
according to the official, the crime 
rate this year has dropped compared 
to last year. Ma added that under the 
coordination of the Unitary Police 
Service, all public security departments 
will make strategic efforts to safeguard 
the city’s public security. Such actions 
will include deploying sufficient officers.
The official appealed to residents to 
remain calm.

Youth tobacco 
consumption survey 
planned for 2020
Sometime this year, the Health Bureau 
(SSM) will carry out a survey on Macau 
youth’s tobacco consumption. This 
survey is to serve as a response to 
the World Health Organization’s fifth 
appeal for studies on youth tobacco 
consumption habits. Since the city’s 
latest tobacco control law came 
into effect on January 1, 2018, until 
November 2019, the SSM recorded 
27 e-cigarettes smoking cases 
involving the youth. In that time, the 
SSM recorded 4,600 cases where 
tobacco products evaded excise duty, 
including 120 kilograms of e-cigarette 
products. The survey is conducted 
once every five years. According to the 
survey results in 2015, 6.1% of Macau 
youth between the ages of 13 and 15 
have had at least some experience in 
smoking.

UM allows free access to 
translation platform 
to support SMEs
In order to support small- and medium-
sized enterprises in Macau during the 
epidemic, the University of Macau (UM) 
now allows free access to its UM-CAT, 
an online Chinese-Portuguese-English 
computer-aided translation platform. 
The platform can produce professional 
and smart full-text translation with 
a high degree of accuracy and is 
suitable for handling a large amount 
of translation projects involving 
Chinese, English, and Portuguese 
to improve translation efficiency. 
Developed by UM’s Natural Language 
Processing & Portuguese-Chinese 
Machine Translation Laboratory, UM-
CAT has multiple built-in functions, 
such as smart translation, translation 
memory, glossary management, and 
creating terminology databases. The 
system can also automatically identify 
previously used texts. It is suitable for 
individuals, government departments, 
and companies who need to handle a 
large amount of multilingual translation 
tasks in their daily work and will help to 
improve translation efficiency.

ANTHONY LAM

CHILDREN starting kinder-
garten education this year 

will participate in their admis-
sion interviews between May 2 
and June 7, the Education and 
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) an-
nounced yesterday at the gover-
nment’s daily press conference. 
Parents should be aware of their 
children’s interview appoint-
ments, which will be announced 
by schools between April 24 and 
27. 

The DSEJ, represented by 
Wong Ka Ki, Chief of the Depart-
ment of Education, yesterday 
reminded parents to become 
familiar with the rules and regu-
lations issued by the schools to 
which they have applied. They 
are also reminded to bring along 
all required documents to the 
interview at the correct time and 
date.

Admission results will be an-
nounced on June 15. Parents 
must confirm admission be-
tween June 15 and 17. Registra-
tions for official intakes will be 
conducted from June 18 to 20. 
Those for stand-by intakes will 
take place from June 22 to July 4. 
From June 24, parents can apply 
for other kindergartens.

The education regulator re-

quires all stakeholders at the in-
terview to wear a facemask for 
health reasons. Children doing 
the interviews are also included 
in this requirement. Some ex-
perts have reportedly opposed 
requiring kids under the age of 
three to wear facemasks as it 
may cause suffocation.

When asked whether schools 
have the right to refuse an in-
terview if kids are not wearing a 
mask, the education official said 
that details on that arrangement 
would be announced later.

Many parents are concerned 
with the time and arrangements 
in place for school resumption. 
When asked about the matter, 
the education official said that 
the bureau is planning ahead. 
Once the plan is ready, details 
will be announced.

He was also asked whether 
cross-boundary students shou-
ld return to Macau as no precise 
date for school resumption has 
been announced so far. He said 
that the arrangement is part of 
the bureau’s contingency, which 
is now being planned. Details 
will be announced once ready.

He noted that in the course 
of communications, parent re-
presentatives have been kept in 
the loop. However, he did not 
disclose how many parent re-

presentatives there are.
A journalist disclosed that 

Pui Ching Middle School has 
announced that no refunds for 
tuition fees covering the school 
suspension period would be of-
fered to parents of its students. 
The education official was asked 
for the number of schools that 
have refused to refund their stu-
dents.

The education official noted 
that only non-network schools, 
which are schools not covered 
by government’s free-education 
scheme, will have such a pro-
blem, but did not disclose an 
exact number.

ONE MORE PATIENT 
RECOVERS

As the city marked its seven-
th day without a new Covid-19 
infection yesterday, the Health 
Bureau announced the 16th re-
covered patient of the city.

The recovered patient is the 
city’s 28th case of Covid-19 infec-
tion. He is an 18-year-old local 
resident who departed from his 
studies in the U.K. on March 20 
and arrived in Macau two days 
later. Following the health mea-
sure in force at that time, he was 
sent to the Treasure Hotel for 
quarantine.

On March 24, he tested posi-

tive for Covid-19. With pneumo-
nia diagnosed on March 25, his 
diagnosis was confirmed.

He was hospitalized for 23 
days and was discharged yester-
day, under the condition of three 
separate negative tests conduc-
ted on April 10, 12 and 14. Like 
previous recovered patients, he 
is now undergoing a recovery 
quarantine period at the Public 
Health Clinical Center.

RESIDENTS RETURN IN TIME 
FOR E-VOUCHERS

On Tuesday, 7,200 Macau 
residents entered the city, with 
6,700 exiting. Compared with 
the previous day, both figures 
rose, the former by 10.9% and 
the latter by 16.1%.

It was the first day for e-vou-
cher collection. The scheme is 
effective for local residents only. 
Despite the increase in entry by 
local residents, the Public Se-
curity Police Force, which han-
dles border controls for the city, 
did not make an explicit con-
nection between the circums-
tances.

On the other hand, the new 
flight boarding requirements an-
nounced by the government on 
Tuesday covers Macau residents 
trying to fly back in, the Health 
Bureau clarified.

Dates for kindergarten 
admission interviews announced
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A
S communities around the world grapple 
to deal with the impacts of the COVID-19 
outbreak, Melco Resorts & Entertainment 
has been throwing weight behind efforts to 

proactively support the community of Macau. 
Since late January, the Company has continued to 

execute its series of supportive measures for the local 
community in both the immediate and long term, in-
cluding the donation of MOP 28 million to the Chinese 
government and local NGOs to help curb the spread of 
the virus and the direct financial or health support of 
affected persons, as well as raising awareness for the 
prevention of the virus within the community. 

COMMITMENT TO MACAU RESIDENTS
Forming part of Melco’s long-term commitment 

to local people, the Company recently hired 100 local 
resident construction workers whose livelihoods have 
been impacted by the coronavirus. A recruitment fair 
was effectively conducted with support from Labour 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL) and Macao Federation of Trade 
Unions (FAOM). Offered with one-year employment 
contracts, successful applicants have since began 
working at Melco, with on-the-job training to enhance 
not only technical skills for personal growth, but also 
help contribute to the sustainable future of Macau.  

Mr. Lawrence Ho, Chairman & CEO of Melco, said, 

“Melco has long been committed to the sustainable 
development of Macau, as well as promoting Who-
le Person Development for local residents. At this 
challenging and unprecedented time, we stand with 
the people and the Macao SAR Government in our fi-
ght against the impacts of the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
recruitment project looks to support the needs of the 
local community through the effective creation of job 
opportunities and the sense of togetherness, as a show 
of Melco’s care and concern for one of the local groups 
most affected by recent events.”

MINIMIZING SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS
Aside from offering aid to those in the construction 

industry, Melco has reached out to other impacted 
local groups through its community partners like the 
FAOM and Women’s General Association of Macau. 

Together with FOAM, Melco set up the Special Aid 
Fund for Workers in Need with a donation of MOP 5 
million to take care of local self-employed persons, 
workers and families impacted by the virus. Melco 
worked closely with FAOM to identify 1,500 beneficia-
ries consisting of affected persons such as taxi drivers, 
coach drivers, tour guides and their families.

To further support the fight against the spread of 
COVID-19, Melco donated 500,000 surgical masks to 
the Macao SAR Government and to the local commu-

nity, with 200,000 such masks being donated directly 
to designated operating NGOs under Social Affairs 
Bureau. The masks will go to help vulnerable groups 
in the community, such as the elderly, single families, 
long-term patients, and medical patient support staff.

Melco also donated MOP 3 million to its long-term 
community partner, Women’s General Association of 
Macau, for the purchase of surgical face masks, with 
the aim to help reduce risk of infection. The donation 
provides for an allowance scheme to help families im-
pacted by the new strain of Coronavirus, in particular 
single mothers and those with children with special 
needs.

PROMOTING HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Never has it been more important to be mindful of 

personal hygiene and wellbeing. To help the gover-
nment publicize its Coronavirus prevention appeal 
among the wider community, Melco is supporting 
Macao Daily News’ extensive online video series titled 
‘Healthy Macao: Essential Tips for Combatting Illness’. 
The videos cover topical information on issues such as 
ways to identify symptoms of COVID-19, how to wear 
tie-on surgical masks safely and effectively, best ba-
throom hygiene practices, how to choose household 
disinfectants, and do-at-home stretches for main-
taining physical health. 

MELCO: STANDING TOGETHER 
WITH THE MACAU COMMUNITY 
THROUGH CHALLENGING TIMES
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THE mutual recognition 
of medical certificates 

from Macau, Hong Kong and 
Zhuhai declaring individuals 
free of Covid-19 infections 
has sparked some concerns 
among parts of the Macau pu-
blic.

Earlier this week, Zhuhai’s 
health authority said that peo-
ple traveling on a daily basis 
between Zhuhai and Macau 
need to carry a medical docu-
ment certifying that they are 
not infected with Covid-19. Ac-
cording to the health authority, 
each document is valid for a 
period of seven days.

The health authority said 
that the three bridge-linked ci-
ties of Zhuhai, Hong Kong and 
Macau would recognize such 

ZHUHAI has be-
come the latest 

mainland city to pro-
pose heavier fines for 
the consumption of 
restricted animals.

According to a 
protocol publicized 
by the Zhuhai gover-
nment, starting from 
May 2020, consuming 
banned wild animals 
will be subject to a 
maximum fine equi-
valent to 30 times of 
the value of the con-
cerned animals. 

Mainland China’s 
wild animal protec-
tion law bans the con-
sumption or hunting 
of endangered wild 
animals, but not com-
mon wild animals.

The outbreak of 

certificates issued by certain 
medical institutions in each of 
the other cities.  

According to Macau’s recent 
policies, it is understood that 
Macau has previously recogni-
zed some medical certificates 
concerning Covid-19 issued by 
the mainland.

Previously, mainland tou-
rists were allowed to enter Ma-
cau provided they presented a 
medical document confirming 
they were free of Covid-19. The 
document had to be issued by 
a “reputable” health authority 
in mainland China.

The mutual recognition has 
raised concerns among some 
in the Macau public about the 
veracity of such documents is-
sued across the border.

Covid-19 brought 
up once again the 
concerns of Chine-
se residents over the 
consumption of wild 
animals. 

In response, the 
administration in 
Beijing has announ-
ced an outline aiming 
to ban the consump-
tion of wild animals. 
According to state 
media, this is a beha-
vior regarded by the 
majority of Chinese 
nationals, as well as 
by Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping, as a “corrupt 
custom.”

The Zhuhai proto-
col does not clearly 
define the term ‘wild 
animals’, nor is it ex-
plicitly stated or men-

In Zhuhai, seven hospitals 
are recognized as able to pro-
vide Covid-19 tests and issue 
the documents. The Macau 
SAR government said it is in-
clined to accept these as they 
are “reputable medical organi-
zations.”

Currently, Zhuhai demands 
such proofs from all mainland 
residents who enter Zhuhai 
from Macau. Some Macau lo-
cal residents are exempt from 
the policy following commu-
nication between the SAR and 
Zhuhai governments.

Regarding critical frontline 
workers, the seven-day lifes-
pan of the document is re-
garded as sufficient for their 
frequent travel needs between 
the two cities. JZ

tioned that domestic 
animals, including 
cats and dogs, are not 
allowed to be eaten. 

The protocol lists 
three conditions for 
the kinds of animals 
legally consumable: 
that they are inclu-
ded in mainland Chi-
na’s livestock and live 
poultry list; that they 
are legally approved 
for consumption; and 
that they have passed 
relevant examination.

China’s consu-
mable livestock and 
live poultry list does 
not include cats 
and dogs, leaving 
some to suspect 
mainland China 
will soon ban their 
consumption. JZ

Mutual recognition of  
coronavirus-free certificates  
sparks concern

Zhuhai proposes fine 
hike for those found 
eating wild animals

HIS warns biosecurity must have a 
place in national security education
DANIEL BEITLER

CHIEF Executive Ho Iat Seng 
said yesterday that the no-

vel coronavirus had shown that 
biosecurity matters can leave 
a lasting impact on the live-
lihoods of the population and 
therefore needed to be inclu-
ded within Macau’s national 
security framework.

“The country’s general se-
curity is directly related to the 
stability of residents’ lives and 
the future development of Ma-
cau,” said Ho, according to the 
prepared remarks released by 
the Macau government. 

“Biosecurity is also crucially 
associated with the life and 
health of the people,” added 
Ho.

He said that the arrival of the 
novel coronavirus had bought 
“great challenges” to the Ma-
cau government and its resi-
dents in terms of defending the 
general security of the state. 
However, “despite the influen-
ces of [Covid-19], Macau will 
not continue its steps this year 
in terms of raising awareness 
and education on national se-
curity.”

The Chief Executive also 
said that the Covid-19 pande-
mic had demonstrated that 
biosecurity issues can have a 
profound and lasting effect on 
the stability and security of the 
city. Accordingly, the country 
has decided to integrate biose-
curity into the national securi-
ty framework and will study the 

relevant institutions, systems 
and mechanism, to address fu-
ture biosecurity matters.

“In the face of this public 
health crisis, the most impor-
tant thing is to ensure the heal-
th and safety of the residents’ 
lives,” he said.

“National security issues are 
constantly changing, which is 
why the work to implement na-
tional security is endless,” ad-
ded the Chief Executive.

Ho said that the defense of 
national security is a duty and 
responsibility on the part of the 
entire Special Administrative 
Region and all residents of Ma-
cau. The city must work to rein-
force national security educa-

tion, especially among certain 
groups, including the youth.

“It is necessary to reinforce 
the level of residents’ aware-
ness of national security, espe-
cially among the body of civil 
servants and young people,” 
he said, adding that these two 
groups of people must attain a 
solid grasp and understanding 
of the ‘one country, two sys-
tems’ policy framework.

Ho made the comments in a 
speech yesterday to mark Na-
tional Security Education Day 
on April 15. The date was de-
clared National Security Edu-
cation Day in 2015 by the Stan-
ding Committee of the Natio-
nal People’s Congress, China’s 

top legislative body. 
Since 2018, the Macau gover-

nment has developed publicity 

and educational campaigns on 
national security to help edu-
cate the public on the matter.

According to Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, national securi-
ty promotion involves co-op-
ting the civilian population to 
fulfill their patriotic duty and be 
on the lookout for anything that 
could undermine the country’s 
stability. The president previou-
sly outlined that “national se-
curity is of paramount impor-
tance for the people to live and 
work in peace and for realizing 
the Chinese dream of national 
rejuvenation.”

Ho said yesterday that his 
government has “studied and 
seriously reflected” on the 
words and spirit of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping during his 
visit to Macau in celebration 
of the 20th anniversary of the 
handover, which had also un-
derlined the importance of na-
tional security.

In this file photo, Macau students participate in a flag raising ceremony under guidance from the People’s Liberation Army 
Macau Garrison

HONG KONG Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam and Beijing’s Liaison 
Office also issued statements yes-
terday to calling for more patriotic 
education in Hong Kong. In the 
neighboring SAR, national security 
education has become a contro-
versial subject that has ignited 
protests in the past amid concerns 
over China’s growing influence 
over the city. “Safeguarding 
national security is a fundamental 
interest in safeguarding Hong 

Kong, but Hong Kong’s system 
for safeguarding national security 
hasn’t been fully perfected, and 
many people’s sense towards 
national security is relatively weak,” 
said Luo Huining, the Liaison 
Office’s recently appointed chief. 
“In the nearly 23 years since Hong 
Kong’s return to China, national 
security has been a prominent 
shortcoming. This shortcoming 
could be a fatal, hidden danger 
during a critical time.”

Meanwhile in Hong Kong
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”This is tremendous! If they 
took action six days earlier, there 

would have been much fewer 
patients and medical facilities 

would have been sufficient.
ZUO-FENG ZHANG 

EPIDEMIOLOGIST, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

I
N the six days after top Chi-
nese officials secretly deter-
mined they likely were facing 
a pandemic from a new coro-

navirus, the city of Wuhan at the 
epicenter of the disease hosted 
a mass banquet for tens of thou-
sands of people; millions began 
traveling through for Lunar New 
Year celebrations.

President Xi Jinping warned 
the public on the seventh day, Jan. 
20. But by then, more than 3,000 
people had been infected during 
almost a week of public silence, 
according to internal documents 
obtained by The Associated Press 
and estimates based on retros-
pective infection data.

The delay from Jan. 14 to Jan. 20 
was neither the first mistake made 
by Chinese officials at all levels in 
confronting the outbreak, nor the 
longest lag, as governments arou-
nd the world have dragged their 
feet for weeks and even months in 
addressing the virus. 

But the delay by the first coun-
try to face the new coronavirus 
came at a critical time — the be-
ginning of the outbreak. China’s 
attempt to walk a line between 
alerting the public and avoiding 
panic set the stage for a pandemic 
that has infected almost 2 million 
people and taken more than 
126,000 lives.

“This is tremendous,” said 
Zuo-Feng Zhang, an epidemio-
logist at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles. “If they took ac-
tion six days earlier, there would 
have been much fewer patients 
and medical facilities would have 
been sufficient.”

However, another epidemio-
logist, Benjamin Cowley at the 
University of Hong Kong, noted 
that it may have been a tricky call. 
If health officials raise the alarm 
prematurely, it can damage their 
credibility — “like crying wolf” 
— and may cripple their ability to 
mobilize the public, he said.

The six-day delay by China’s 
leaders in Beijing came on top of 
almost two weeks during which 
the national Center for Disease 
Control did not register any new 
cases, internal bulletins obtained 
by the AP confirmed. Yet during 
that time, from Jan. 5 to Jan. 17, 
hundreds of patients were appea-
ring in hospitals not just in Wuhan 
— which finally reopened last 
week — but across the country. 

China’s rigid controls on infor-
mation, bureaucratic hurdles and 
a reluctance to send bad news 
up the chain 
of command 
muffled early 
warnings, ex-
perts said. Wi-
thout these in-
ternal reports, 
it took the first 
case outside 
China, in Thai-
land on Jan. 
13, to galvani-
ze leaders in 
Beijing into re-
cognizing the possible pandemic 
before them. 

The Chinese government has 
repeatedly denied suppressing 
information in the early days, 
saying it immediately reported 
the outbreak to the World Health 
Organization.

“Allegations of a cover-up or 
lack of transparency in China are 
groundless,” said foreign ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian at a press 
conference last week.

The documents show that the 
head of China’s National Health 
Commission, Ma Xiaowei, laid 

out a grim assessment of the si-
tuation in a confidential Jan. 14 
teleconference with provincial 
health officials. A memo states 
that the teleconference was held 
to convey instructions on the 
coronavirus from President Xi 
Jinping, Premier Li Keqiang and 
Vice Premier Sun Chunlan, but 
does not specify what those ins-
tructions were.

“The epidemic situation is still 
severe and complex, the most 
severe challenge since SARS in 
2003, and is likely to develop into 

a major public health event,” the 
memo cites Ma as saying. 

In a faxed statement, the Natio-
nal Health Commission said Chi-
na had published information on 
the outbreak in an “open, trans-
parent, responsible and timely 
manner,” in accordance with “im-
portant instructions” repeatedly 
issued by President Xi.

The documents come from an 
anonymous source in the medical 
field who did not want to be na-
med for fear of retribution. The AP 
confirmed the contents with two 
other sources in public health fa-

miliar with the teleconference. 
Under a section titled “sober 

understanding of the situation,” 
the memo singled out the case in 
Thailand, saying that the situation 
had “changed significantly” be-
cause of the possible spread of the 
virus abroad.

“All localities must prepare for 
and respond to a pandemic,” it 
said.

The National Health Commis-
sion distributed a 63-page set of 
instructions to provincial health 
officials, obtained by the AP. The 

instructions, 
marked “not 
to be publicly 
disclosed,” or-
dered health 
officials na-
tionwide to 
identify sus-
pected cases, 
hospitals to 
open fever cli-
nics, and doc-
tors and nurses 
to don protec-

tive gear. 
In public, however, officials 

continued to downplay the threat.
“The risk of sustained human-

-to-human transmission is low,” Li 
Qun, the head of the China CDC’s 
emergency center, told Chinese 
state television on Jan. 15.

Under the new orders, on 
Jan. 16 officials in Wuhan and el-
sewhere finally got CDC-appro-
ved testing kits and a green light 
to start confirming new cases. 
Across the country, dozens of re-
ported cases then began to surfa-
ce, in some cases among patients 

who were infected earlier but had 
not yet been tested. 

On Jan. 20, President Xi issued 
his first public comments on the 
virus, saying the outbreak “must 
be taken seriously”. A leading 
Chinese epidemiologist, Zhong 
Nanshan, announced for the first 
time that the virus was transmis-
sible from person to person on 
national television.

The delay may support accu-
sations by U.S. President Donald 
Trump that the Chinese gover-
nment’s secrecy held back the 
world’s response to the virus. 
However, even the public annou-
ncement on Jan. 20 left the U.S. 
nearly two months to prepare for 
the pandemic — time that the 
U.S. squandered.

Some health experts said Bei-
jing took decisive action given the 
information available to them. 

“They may not have said the 
right thing, but they were doing 
the right thing,” said Ray Yip, the 
retired founding head of the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control’s of-
fice in China. “On the 20th, they 
sounded the alarm for the whole 
country, which is not an unreaso-
nable delay.” 

But others say an earlier war-
ning would have saved lives. If the 
public had been warned a week 
earlier to practice social distan-
cing, wear masks and cut back on 
travel, cases could have been cut 
by up to two-thirds, one paper la-
ter found. 

“The earlier you act,” said Los 
Angeles epidemiologist Zhang, 
“the easier you can control the di-
sease.” AP

China didn’t warn public of 
likely pandemic for six key days
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Some of the longest sentences in British criminal 
history have been imposed on men involved in the so- 
called “Great Train Robbery”.

Sentences totalling 307 years were passed on 12 men 
who stole £2.6m in used bank notes after holding up the 
night mail train travelling from Glasgow to London last 
August.

The judge at Buckinghamshire Assizes in Aylesbury, Mr 
Justice Edmund Davies, said it would be “positively evil” 
if he showed leniency.

The robbery was the biggest-ever carried out in Bri-
tain.

The scale and style of the theft led to comparisons 
with rail robberies of the Wild West and the hunt for the 
perpetrators captured the public imagination.

But the judge said the robbers’ crime had in no way 
been “romantic” and was obviously motivated by greed.

The attack on train driver Jack Mills was proof of their 
violent tendencies, he added.

“Anybody who has seen that nerve-shattered engi-
ne driver can have no doubt of the terrifying effect on 
law-abiding citizens of a concerted assault by armed 
robbers,” the judge said.

Seven of the defendants - Ronald Biggs, Charles Wil-
son, Douglas Goody, Thomas Wisbey, Robert Welch, 
James Hussey and Roy James - were jailed for 30 years 
each.

Four were sent to prison for terms of between 20 and 
25 years.

Another defendant, solicitor John Wheater, 41, was 
sent to prison for three years.

Wheater obtained the robbers hide-out - Leathersla-
de Farm in Bedfordshire.

Judge Davies said Wheater had no knowledge of the 
robbery until after it had been committed but should 
then have informed the police.

“I realise the consequences of your conviction are di-
sastrous, professionally and personally,” the judge told 
Wheater.

Three men involved in the robbery are still at large 
including the man said to be the ringleader, Bruce Rey-
nolds.

Courtesy BBC News

1964 ‘Great train robbers’ 
               Get 300 years

In context

All the three remaining gang members were eventually 
caught.
In 1969 the robbery’s mastermind, Bruce Reynolds, was 
sentenced to 10 years in jail.
In the meantime two gang members had made dramatic 
escapes from prison.
One of them, Charlie Wilson, was recaptured in Canada 
in 1968.
The other, Ronnie Biggs, was free for nearly 40 years 
before he returned voluntarily to Britain from Brazil.
An impoverished Biggs, 71, came back to the UK in 2001 
to receive free medical treatment after having suffered 
a series of strokes.
He was immediately taken to a top-security prison to 
serve the remaining 28 years of his sentence.

this day in historyTrump ends US aid to 
WHO, says not enough 
done to stop virus
PRESIDENT Donald 

Trump said he was cut-
ting off U.S. payments to 
the World Health Organi-
zation during the corona-
virus pandemic, accusing 
the organization of failing to 
do enough to stop the virus 
from spreading when it first 
surfaced in China.

Trump, who had tele-
graphed his intentions last 
week, claimed the outbreak 
could have been contained 
at its source and that lives 
could have been saved had 
the U.N. health agency done 
a better job investigating the 
early reports coming out of 
China. 

“The WHO failed in its 
basic duty and must be held 
accountable,” Trump said at 
a briefing yesterday [Macau 
time]. He said the U.S. wou-
ld be reviewing the WHO’s 
actions to stop the virus be-
fore making any decision on 
resuming aid. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Gene-
va-based organization on 
Trump’s announcement. 
But when asked about possi-
ble U.S. funding cuts during 
a regular U.N. briefing ear-
lier, WHO spokeswoman 
Margaret Harris responded, 
“Regardless of any issues, 
our work will go on.”

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres respon-
ded to Trump’s announce-
ment by saying now is not 
the time to end support for 
the World Health Organiza-
tion, calling the WHO “abso-
lutely critical” to the global 
effort to combat COVID-19, 
the disease caused by the 
coronavirus. 

Guterres said that it is 
possible that different enti-
ties read the facts differently 
but that the appropriate 
time for a review is “once we 
have finally turned the page 
on this pandemic.”

“But now is not that 
time,” he said, adding that it 
also is not the time to redu-
ce resources for operations 
at the WHO or any other 
humanitarian group that is 
working to combat the vi-
rus.

The United States contri-
buted nearly $900 million to 
the WHO’s budget for 2018-
19, according to informa-
tion on the agency’s website. 

That represents one-fifth 
of its total $4.4 billion bud-
get for those years. The U.S. 
gave nearly three-fourths of 
the funds in “specified vo-
luntary contributions” and 
the rest in “assessed” fun-
ding as part of Washington’s 
commitment to U.N. insti-
tutions.

A more detailed WHO 
budget document provided 
by the U.S. mission in Gene-
va showed that in 2019, the 
United States provided $452 
million, including nearly 
$119 million in assessed 
funding. In its most recent 
budget proposal from Fe-
bruary, the Trump adminis-
tration called for slashing 
the U.S. assessed funding 
contribution to the WHO to 
$57.9 million.

More than 125,000 deaths 
worldwide, including more 
than 25,000 in the U.S., have 
been blamed on the coro-
navirus, according to Johns 
Hopkins University.

Last week, Trump blasted 
the WHO for being “China-
-centric” and alleging that 
it had “criticized” his ban on 
travel from China as the CO-
VID-19 outbreak was sprea-
ding from the city of Wuhan. 

The WHO generally takes 
care not to criticize countries 
on their national policies, 
and it was not immediately 
clear what specific criticism 
Trump was alluding to.

The American Medical 
Association immediately 
called on Trump to reconsi-
der his decision.

“During the worst public 
health crisis in a century, 
halting funding to the Wor-
ld Health Organization is a 
dangerous step in the wrong 
direction that will not make 
defeating COVID-19 easier,” 

AMA President Patrice A. 
Harris said in a statement. 

Harris said international 
cooperation is needed to 
fight the virus, along with 
science and data.

“Cutting funding to the 
WHO, rather than focusing 
on solutions, is a dange-
rous move at a precarious 
moment for the world,” she 
said. AP
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President Donald Trump arrives to speak about the coronavirus in the Rose Garden of the White House

NATIONS around the world reacted with alarm yester-
day after President Donald Trump announced a halt 

to the sizable funding the United States sends to the Wor-
ld Health Organization. Health experts warned the move 
could jeopardize global efforts to stop the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The European Union said Trump has “no reason” to 
freeze WHO funding at this critical stage and called for 
measures to promote unity instead of division. EU foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell said the 27-nation bloc “deeply” 
regrets the suspension of funds and added that the U.N. 
health agency is now “needed more than ever” to combat 
the pandemic.

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he sym-
pathized with some of Trump’s criticisms of WHO and 
China but that Australia would continue to fund the U.N. 
health agency.

“We work closely with them so that we’re not going to 
throw the baby out with the bathwater here,” Morrison 
told Perth Radio 6PR. “But they’re also not immune from 
criticism.”

Germany’s foreign minister, Heiko Maas, pushed back 
at Trump’s announcement.

“Placing blame doesn’t help,” he wrote on Twitter. “The 
virus knows no borders. We must work closely against CO-
VID-19. Strengthening the U.N., in particular the under-
funded WHO, is a better investment, for example, to deve-
lop and distribute tests and vaccines.”

In Beijing, Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao 
Lijian says the country is “seriously concerned” about the 
U.S. government’s decision to suspend funding.

“As the most authoritative and professional internatio-
nal institution in the field of global public health security, 
the WHO plays an irreplaceable role in responding to the 
global public health crisis,” he told reporters yesterday.

The WHO did not respond to repeated requests from 
The Associated Press for comment, but its Director-Ge-
neral Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and other top WHO 
officials were expected to attend a news conference on the 
pandemic today [Macau time]. MDT/AP

EU blasts funding 
cut, fears it worsens 
pandemic
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Swiss river; 5- Hair goop; 8- Calf-length skirt; 12- Extended family unit; 13- 

Biological subdivision; 15- Biting; 16- Throw; 17- Inactive; 18- Basic unit of heredity; 19- 
Large self-service retail store; 22- Feather scarf; 23- Backboard attachment; 24- Large 
jug or pitcher; 26- Amorous relationship; 29- Caught; 31- Orch. section; 32- Hound’s 
trail; 34- Flies high; 36- Melodramatic cry; 38- Use a prie-dieu; 40- ___-Ball; 41- Walked 
back and forth; 43- Giver; 45- Cornerstone abbr.; 46- Emphasis; 48- Furry swimmers; 
50- ___ first you don’t...; 51- 1980’s movie starring Bo Derek and Dudley Moore; 52- 
___-mo; 54- Relaxed; 61- The ___ Ranger rode a horse called Silver; 63- Mum’s mate; 
64- Teheran’s country; 65- Track; 66- Stony gray; 67- Fine and delicate; 68- Ringing 
instrument; 69- Wind dir.; 70- Zeno’s home;
 
DOWN: 1- Plays are divided up into these; 2- Baseball family name; 3- Coarse file, angry 
tone of voice; 4- Place in bondage; 5- Actress Rowlands; 6- Cabinet dept.; 7- Hide in the 
shadows; 8- Periodical, briefly; 9- Opening 
remark to ease tension; 10- Pebbles’s pet; 
11- Notion; 13- Stunt; 14- Dutch painter 
Jan; 20- Narrow inlets; 21- “____ the night 
before Christmas ...”; 25- Archer of myth; 26- 
Geographical reference; 27- Insignificant; 
28- Tears; 29- Pad user; 30- Apparel; 31- 
Dupe; 33- “The Matrix” hero; 35- Prepared; 
37- Drudge; 39- Method of raising money; 
42- Distribute cards; 44- Hwys.; 47- Halts; 
49- Preserve, as fodder; 52- Pig; 53- Deep 
affection; 55- Fabric ridge; 56- School orgs.; 
57- Network of nerves; 58- River to the 
Caspian Sea; 59- Speed contest; 60- “Only 
Time” singer; 62- Former measure of length;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Turning to friends and family 
members for comfort is always a good 
idea, but ultimately, you’ll find the 
right answers deep inside of  yourself. 
Right now, you are the best person for 
the job of  taking care of  you.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Things are uncertain right now, 
so if  you’re feeling tentative, 
you’ll be in for a glacial pace. 
Small energy bursts might pop 
up here and there, but overall it 
could be snoozy.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Unless you draw up a road map, 
some people could get lost, and quite 
a few tempers could blow. You’re in 
a very adaptable phase right now, so 
you might have to set the example 
for all the others to follow.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Step out of  your “official” mode 
and get down to real feelings 
and honest interaction. Timid 
conversations will leave you 
yawning. You need debate, 
vulnerability, and revelations today!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You have excellent self-control 
right now, but are you using it 
for the right reasons? Resisting 
temptation is a good way to 
use this strength you have, but 
subjugating your emotions is not. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s time to wise up to your power 
and flex your muscles a little bit more 
aggressively. Don’t feel intimidated 
by the authority figures around you. 
Just talk to them like normal people 
and they’ll respond favorably.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Someone who has a strong drive 
for success has a very narrow focus 
on their life right now, although 
it’s temporary. If  you’re feeling left 
behind in a cloud of  dust as they 
zoom ahead of  you, don’t worry.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
It’s all about imagination today! 
Revert back to your childhood days 
of  making up the world around 
you, because imagining something 
in a new form is the first step 
toward making real improvements.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your fiery enthusiasm for what 
you believe in is powerful. You 
can always make things happen 
with your emotional conviction, 
but today, rein in that power and 
keep it to yourself.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Avoid the urge to consult too 
many people about what you 
should do. Getting input is fine, 
but if  you ask too many people 
the same questions over and over, 
you might come off as insecure.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your talkative tendencies will 
come in extremely handy 
today! Whether on the phone 
or face to face, you can make 
some amazing changes happen 
with just a few suggestions.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Despite the fact that having a 
routine in your life might get 
boring from time to time, you’ll 
find a great deal of  comfort in 
knowing just what’s going on in 
your daily life for the next few days.

  Aquarius Pisces
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ZHEPING HUANG

BYTEDANCE Inc. just kicked 
off a wave of hiring it envi-

sions hitting 40,000 new jobs in 
2020, hoping to match Aliba-
ba’s headcount at a time tech-
nology corporations across the 
globe are furloughing or redu-
cing staff.

The world’s largest startup 
is recruiting people for 10,000 
open positions, of which about 
a third are high-level research 
or software coding jobs, accor-
ding to an internal website pro-
vided to staff for candidate re-
ferrals and shared with Bloom-
berg. A ByteDance representa-
tive didn’t respond to an emai-
led request for comment.

New hires around the glo-
be will support the Chinese 
company’s universe of apps 
from video platform TikTok to 
news aggregator Toutiao, whi-
le strengthening its operations 
in new arenas such as e-com-
merce and gaming. It’s the first 
salvo of ByteDance’s goal to 
reach 100,000 staff globally by 
the end of the year, outlined by 
Chief Executive Officer Zhang 
Yiming in an internal memo 

last month. Once complete, the 
company will boast roughly the 
same number of employees as 
tech giant Alibaba Group Hol-
ding Ltd.

ByteDance is seeking to con-
solidate its social media stron-
gholds in China and the U.S. 
while spurring expansions in 
new markets. Its hiring spree 
contrasts with other startups, 
including SoftBank-backed 

Oyo Hotels & Homes, Zume Pi-
zza Inc. and Brandless Inc., that 
have been cutting jobs or shut-
ting down altogether. As part of 
the recruitment drive launched 
last week, ByteDance is seeking 
to fill more than 100 vacancies 
in Mountain View - Google’s 
home turf - from a summer 
software intern to a lead engi-
neer for augmented reality and 
Apple iOS developer.

Like rival Tencent Holdings 
Ltd, ByteDance’s social media 
channels have seen usage spike 
after the Covid-19 pandemic 
confined millions of people to 
their homes. Now, as life in Chi-
na begins to return to normal, 
the employee referral program 
is looking to find candidates for 
some 9,900 positions, accor-
ding to the website viewed by 
Bloomberg. Just over 1,100 of 

those openings were for inter-
ns as of midday Tuesday.

The job listings offer a rare 
window into how the eight-
-year-old internet giant is in-
vesting in future growth. For 
example, it’s seeking dozens of 
online tutors to capture China’s 
online education boom during 
the virus outbreak, while ac-
quiring talent for music licen-
sing in places from Miami to 
Mumbai. The Chinese app fac-
tory is also orchestrating forays 
into gaming, live-streaming 
commerce and even enterprise 
software, taking on deeper-po-
cketed rivals like Tencent and 
Alibaba.

Overall, ByteDance is filling 
some 3,000 coding, enginee-
ring and research roles, and 
about as many positions in 
products and operations, ac-
cording to calculations by 
Bloomberg. Beyond China, it’s 
looking to boost headcount 
by adding more than 100 pos-
ts per location in London, Los 
Angeles, Mountain View and 
Singapore.

ByteDance, last valued at 
$75 billion according to CB 
Insights, is one of China’s 
most ambitious tech outfits. 
It has more than 1.5 billion 
monthly active users across 
its portfolio of products from 
Toutiao to mini-video plat-
form Douyin, TikTok’s Chine-
se twin app. BLOOMBERG

ByteDance launches global 
hiring spree with 10,000 new jobs
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ROB MERRILL

SIMON the Fi-
ddler is the 

origin story of 
Simon Boudlin, 
a traveling musi-
cian who appears 
in Paulette Jiles’ 
2016 novel, the 
National Book 
Award finalist 
“News of the Wor-
ld.”

When we meet 
the 23-year-old 
— “5-foot-5 and 
120 pounds” — 
he is recently 
conscripted into 
the Confederate 
army. Combining 
Don Quixote’s romance with the down-to-earth nature of his 
traveling companion Sancho, Simon is an indefatigable cha-
racter who makes you want to root for him. “(The fiddle) was 
all he had against a chaotic world and the mindlessness of a 
losing war, against corruption, thievery, cowardice, incompe-
tence, cactus, gunsmoke, and hominy,” writes Ms. Jiles.

After the South surrenders in 1865, Simon assembles a rag-
tag band to eek out a living amid the devastation. They’ll play 
anywhere for anyone, but as Simon tells his bandmates befo-
re their first gig, “they’ve got to damn well pay us.”

It’s at that first gig that Simon is smitten with Doris Dillon, 
a young woman he spies in the company of Col. Webb, the 
commander of the occupying Union forces. He can’t take his 
eyes off her “round face” and “beautiful dark blue eyes” and 
from that moment on, Simon’s ambition is clear, if not his fate.

Ms. Jiles’ sparse but lyrical writing is a joy to read. As the 
band checks out possible venues in Galveston, Texas, she dips 
into her main character’s mind: “To Simon, the world of mu-
sical structures was far more real than the shoddy saloons in 
which he had to play … It existed outside him. It was better 
than he was. He was always on foot in that world, an explorer 
in busted shoes.”

Later on, as Simon concludes that it won’t be easy to buy 
a plot of land in the Red River Valley for his dream life with 
Doris: “It was going to take some doing … But that’s why God 
made people young at first, to get the doing done.”

The pace of the novel quickens as Simon and Doris make 
plans. There are plots and schemes and scrapes, and above it 
all, music. It’s right there in the title – “Simon the Fiddler” — 
and it’s definitely there in the denouement as Ms. Jiles’ novel 
comes to a hopeful conclusion. AP 

JAKE COYLE, AP FILM WRITER

T
HE wine movie is not 
exactly known for a bou-
quet of tasting notes. From 
“Wine Country” to “Bottle 

Shock,” they are usually light, amiab-
le movies that amble through sunny 
fields of vines. “Sideways,” of course, 
is the choice vintage, but most come 
and go about as quickly and breezily 
as a bottle of pinot. 

“Uncorked,” the directorial debut 
of veteran TV writer Prentice Penny, 
also has a relaxed vibe but it brings 
some new elements to the table. For 
starters, it’s not about white people. 
That alone makes “Uncorked,” whi-
ch debuts Friday on Netflix, a rare 
varietal. Mamoudou Athie stars as 
Elijah, a young black man in Mem-
phis who doesn’t want to take over 
his father’s barbecue restaurant. He 
wants to be a sommelier. 

This is far from an expected ca-
reer path. When Elijah announces 
his intentions at dinner, one family 
member hears “Somalia” and won-
ders why he wants to get involved 
with pirates. But his ambition is ear-

nest, even if his father, Louis (Court-
ney B. Vance), is skeptical. 

Elijah’s passion attracts others. 
For a young woman (Sasha Com-
pere) shopping for a bottle, he su-
pplies a hip-hop analogy, comparing 
chardonnay to Jay-Z, pinot grigio to 
Kanye West and riesling to Drake. 
(It remains unclear where Ol’ Dirty 
Bastard would fit on this spectrum.) 
They begin dating just as Elijah starts 
prepping for the master sommelier 
test (which, in reality, is so impossi-
bly hard that virtually no one passes) 
with a study group of new friends. 

Elijah stands out in this world but 
“Uncorked” doesn’t overemphasi-
ze it. Instead of going for a broad 
fish-out-of-water tale, Penny grou-
nds the movie on the relationship 
between Elijah and his father. The 
actors help considerably. Both vete-
ran Vance and Athie, a talented new-
comer, imbue the film with a vivid 
emotional honesty. And the family 
scenes are warmly intimate, inclu-
ding those between Louis and his 
wife, Sylvia (Niecy Nash). 

Penny, the showrunner for the 
exceptional HBO series “Insecu-

re,” has — true to the genre — pen-
ned an easy-pouring tale that won’t 
overwhelm anyone by its dramatics. 
But the pleasures of “Uncorked” are 
in how it gently eludes stereotype 
and brings a rich sense of texture to 
even its smaller moments. 

There are other movies about the 
finest pours — like Ken Loach’s “The 
Angel’s Share,” about poor young 
Scots and high-priced whisky — that 
revolve around the high and low of 
taste. “Uncorked” goes a different di-
rection, taking time to savor not just 
its cabernets but its Memphis barbe-
cue. There’s little difference between 
the craft of the wine in “Uncorked” 
and the art with which Louis, who’s 
seen shopping for just the right 
wood for his smoker, fires his meats.

All of which is to say, in these qua-
rantined times, be sure you have a 
decent bottle left in the cupboard 
or a good rack of ribs in the freezer 
before pressing play on “Uncorked.”

“Uncorked,” a Netflix release, is not 

rated by the Motion Picture Association 

of America. Running time:  

104 minutes. 

BOOK IT

A fiddle in a 
chaotic world

DRIVE IN

In ‘Uncorked,’ a full-bodied 
coming-of-age tale

Mamoudou Athie in a scene from “Uncorked”
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“Simon the Fiddler” by Paulette Jiles
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BUZZVACCINE STUDY ADVANCES IN CHINA

Chinese scientists have 
started the second phase 
of a clinical trial of a coro-
navirus vaccine in the har-
dest-hit city of Wuhan in 
central China’s Hubei pro-
vince. 

China Central Television 
reported 273 out of 500 vo-

lunteers have been injected 
with the vaccine candidate. 

The first phase of the vac-
cine clinical trial focused 
on its safety, while the se-
cond phase is studying its 
efficacy. China reported 46 
new virus cases yesterday, 
36 of them from overseas.

OPINION
World Views
Mark Buchanan, Bloomberg

Singapore has made 
masks mandatory following 
a sharp spike in new cases. 
Most people not wearing 
masks can be fined $212, 
while repeated offenders 
could face stiffer penalties. 
Infections in the tiny city-
state have surged beyond 
3,200 after two straight 
days of sharp increases. 
Many were among foreign 
workers living in crowded 
dormitories.

Australia’s prime minister 
expects a tracking app 
under development in 
the country will massively 
boost health authorities’ 
ability to trace coronavirus 
contacts if the government 
can overcome privacy 
concerns. Scott Morrison 
his government is carefully 
working through privacy 
issues because at least 
40% of Australians will 
need to download the app 
on their smart phones 
if it is to effective. The 
Australian app is based 
on Singapore’s contact 
tracing app, TraceTogether.

Japan About 850,000 
people could be 
seriously sickened by the 
coronavirus in Japan and 
almost half of them could 
die if no social distancing 
or other measures are 
followed, according 
to a government-
commissioned estimate 
released yesterday. 
Japan has the world’s 
oldest population, and 
the virus can be especially 
dangerous for the elderly. 
And there are concerns 
that Japan’s government 
has done too little to stave 
off high numbers of badly ill 
patients.

South Korea Voters wore 
masks and moved slowly 
between lines of tape at 
polling stations after the 
government resisted 
calls to postpone South 
Korea’s parliamentary 
elections, seen as a 
midterm referendum on 
President Moon Jae-in. 
Long lines and record-
high participation in early 
voting seemed to defy 
expectations of low voter 
turnout in the middle of a 
social-distancing campaign 
to slow infections.
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Humans have themselves 
to blame for Covid-19

No one could have predicted the timing and trajec-
tory of the Covid-19 pandemic, triggered by a novel 
coronavirus leaping from a bat into a pangolin (appa-
rently) and from there into a person. Even so, scientists 
knew that a pandemic of some kind would come our 
way sooner or later. In the past few decades, we’ve seen 
ever-more-frequent outbreaks of new infectious disea-
ses, as viruses or bacteria hop from their usual animal 
hosts into people. After this virus, there will be others.

Outbreaks are becoming more frequent for a very 
simple reason: There are more people coming into 
contact with wildlife species, as agriculture, forestry, 
mining and oil exploration activities have pushed into 
previously unpopulated areas, destroying animals’ 
natural habitats. The high-risk zones for new infec-
tions turn out to lie mostly in tropical regions — where 
biodiversity is high — undergoing significant land-use 
change. 

A disease caused by a virus or bacteria that origina-
tes in another animal is known as zoonosis. The word 
comes from the Greek: “zoo-” for animal, “-osis” for di-
sease. Zoonotic pathogens are a persistent menace all 
over the world, threatening to jump into humans and 
spread. The first challenge is to know how many patho-
gens there are and in which animals they thrive, and on 
this, researchers are making good progress.

Much as NASA is working to give us advance warning 
of all the hazardous asteroids that could strike Earth, 
biologists are doing the same for the hundreds of thou-
sands of unknown zoonotic pathogens living in animal 
hosts. It’s an expensive undertaking, yet vastly cheaper 
than the costs of a global pandemic. A decade long ef-
fort to find such viruses, the Predict project, came to 
an end just as the novel coronavirus was emerging. But 
the researchers collected 140,000 samples from ani-
mals and identified 1,000 new viruses. They also trai-
ned 5,000 people across Asia and Africa in crucial skills, 
such as how to collect samples from wild and domestic 
animals, thereby creating new resources of expertise in 
zones where new viruses are most likely to appear.

Fortunately, the Predict project received an emer-
gency six-month extension effective April 1, and its 
work will carry on in a follow-up project called STOP 
Spillover, set to begin in August. Meanwhile, resear-
chers behind a separate scientific project — the Glo-
bal Virome Project — ambitiously aim to characterize 
within the next 10 years most of the viruses from the 
most important zoonotic reservoirs. But merely listing 
these pathogens isn›t enough. We also face the har-
der challenge of reducing how often those pathogens 
come into contact with humans, each time having a 
small chance to create a new epidemic.

Everyone knows that human activities have distur-
bed ecosystems worldwide. Less well known is that our 
activities have also increased infectious-disease trans-
mission between humans and animals. Never before 
have the reservoirs of potential zoonotic pathogens 
been in such intimate contact with human popula-
tions. A review of research on the consequences of lan-
d-use change over the past 30 years found consistent 
evidence of increased pathogen transmission.

The most obvious setting is in wildlife markets, di-
rectly implicated in the origins of both the SARS epide-
mic in 2002 and the current Covid-19 pandemic. In the 
former case, the virus moved from bats into civet cats, 
which were sold for meat in markets, and then into 
people. In response to any pandemic, nations often 
ban the sale of wild animal products, as China has now, 
temporarily. But such bans tend to be relaxed after the 
pandemic is over.

Exploitation of wildlife is the biggest threat to biodi-
versity in many Southeast Asian countries, with high 
demand for wildlife products combined with weak 
law enforcement. That›s a major threat to many en-
dangered species, and also a direct threat to all of us. 
After Covid-19, we should realize that the only solution 
is international cooperation based on the shared reali-
zation that our human activities have made the pande-
mic problem worse.

[Abridged]

HONG KONG

Beijing loyalists 
boost pressure on 
democracy camp

IAIN MARLOW & 
NATALIE LUNG

HONG Kong officials 
have joined Chinese 

counterparts in blasting 
the city’s pro-democracy 
opposition for filibustering 
and stalling government 
policy, even as the corona-
virus pandemic keeps its 
broader protest movement 
largely at bay.

Hong Kong Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam and other 
pro-establishment figures 
have in recent days accu-
sed the opposition of en-
dangering the city’s prized 
autonomy and livelihood. 
Those remarks followed si-
milar criticism earlier this 
week from Chinese agen-
cies overseeing the finan-
cial hub, including the cen-
tral government’s Liaison 
Office and the Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Office 
(HKMAO), which accused 
lawmakers of potentially 
violating their oaths - a sign 
Beijing could be losing pa-
tience with months of le-
gislative gridlock.

The vocal intervention 
of mainland agencies in 
the city’s politics - particu-
larly after Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping appointed 
hardliners to head both of 
the main agencies over-
seeing Hong Kong - could 
raise tensions ahead of an 
important Legislative Cou-
ncil election scheduled for 
September.

Pro-establishment Hong 
Kong lawmaker Priscilla 

Leung yesterday praised 
the Chinese agencies for 
criticizing opposition fili-
bustering tactics in com-
mittee meetings at the Le-
gislative Council.

“They’re dragging Hong 
Kong into the grave,” she 
said on a Radio Television 
Hong Kong program, ad-
ding that the comments 
from the HKMAO and Liai-
son Office make it clear 
such behavior “will not be 
tolerated. And you wou-
ld bring an end to Hong 
Kong’s ‘one country, two 
systems,’ so you should 
stop doing it.”

Ever since Hong Kong’s 
legislature reconvened 
following months of pro-
tests last year against Bei-
jing’s tightening grip, pro-
-democracy lawmakers 
have shouted Lam down 
at important speeches and 
stalled the appointment of 
committee chairs meant to 
preside over and approve 
government policies - with 
a notable recent exception 
coming when both sides 
approved a stimulus pa-
ckage to offset the impact 
of the virus.

The 70-seat Legislati-
ve Council has the power 
to pass laws under the 
semi-autonomous “one 
country, two systems” fra-
mework established before 
the former British colony’s 
return to Chinese rule in 
1997.

Hong Kong’s pro-de-
mocracy opposition politi-
cians, many of whom took 

part in or supported the 
protest movement that has 
mostly been on hiatus sin-
ce the virus hit, have defen-
ded the filibustering. Both 
of the mainland agencies 
have “no power or right to 
influence or comment on 
how LegCo and its sub-
committees operate and 
how LegCo members ful-
fill their responsibilities,” 
lawmaker Dennis Kwok, 
who was singled out for 
criticism, said in an emai-
led statement Monday.

Following the opposi-
tion’s landslide victory in 
local district council elec-
tions in November, Beijing 
is likely trying to frighten 
pro-democracy lawmakers 
ahead of the even more im-
portant Legislative Council 
vote, said another opposi-
tion politician, Claudia Mo.

“They are doing every-
thing they can to clamp 
down on the opposition,” 
she said. “We used to call 
Beijing’s meddling in Hong 
Kong the ‘invisible black 
hand.’ Now it’s not only vi-
sible, but actually has gone 
center stage.”

The comments from 
Leung, the pro-establish-
ment politician, came a 
day after Lam defended the 
right of Beijing’s agencies 
to comment on Hong Kong 
politics, following pushba-
ck from the opposition.

“I want to refute catego-
rically that any comments 
made by the two offices 
constitutes interference,” 
Lam said. BLOOMBERG

Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam


