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LAS VEGAS SANDS IS SUSPENDING THE
CASINO GIANT'S $2.37 BILLION DIVIDEND
TO SAVE MONEY AS IT WEATHERS THE
GLOBAL TOURISM LULL
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South Korea reported
just eight more cases of
the coronavirus yesterday,
the first time a daily
increase has dropped

to single digits in about
two months. The Korea
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
said the additional figures
raised the country's total
to 10,661, including 234
deaths.

Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard
acknowledged yesterday it
had a tense encounter with
U.S. warships in the Persian
Gulf last week, but alleged
without offering evidence
that American forces
sparked the incident.

India Rebels fighting
against Indian rule in
disputed Kashmir attacked
a paramilitary post on
Saturday, killing three
soldiers and wounding two
others, an Indian official
said. At least two militants
on a motorbike opened
gunfire at the postin the
northwestern Sopore area
on Saturday evening, said
Pankaj Singh, an Indian
paramilitary spokesman.

United Nations Experts
have recommended
blacklisting 14 vessels
for violating sanctions
against North Koreaina
report that accuses the
country of increasing
illegal coal exports,
imports of petroleum
products and continuing
with cyber attacks on
financial institutions and
cryptocurrency exchanges
to gainillicit revenue.

Austria has shut down
its last coal-fired power
plant as part of a plan to
end the use of fossil fuels
for energy production

by 2030. Utility company
Verbund said the plantin
the southeastern town
of Mellach was powered
down Friday.

More on backpage
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THE FIGHT AHEAD

MACAU LOOKS FOR SIGNS HO IAT SENG HAS POLITICAL WILLTO SAVE ECONOMY
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BACKTO SCHOOL AGAIN

HIGH SCHOOLS
TO RESTART
CLASSES FOR
SENIORS IN
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LAWMAKER WANTS MORE
PAID TRAINING COURSES

Lawmaker Leong Sun lok has
asked the local government

to expand the government

paid training program to more
sectors. In Leong's interpellation
to the SAR government, the
lawmaker pointed out that the
first two phases of the program
had shortages of supplies and
recorded a large number of
applications. The first two phases
included a total of 1,200 vacancies
and Leong wants more vacancies.
He also wants the government

to include workers who became
unemployed before the fourth
quarter of 2019 and this year's
university graduates in the
program. The government should,
according to Leong, also disclose
support measures for currently
employed workers whose jobs
have been affected by Covid-19.

SPECIAL EDUCATION
AMENDMENT
EXPECTED THIS YEAR

The Education and Youth Affairs
Bureau (DSEJ) has planned to
submit the amendment of special
education regulation to the
Executive Council within this year.
The bureau expects the proposal
to be passedinto lawin 2020 as
well. The amendment involves an
assessment for integrated program
students. In the academic year of
2019/2020, Macau has a total of
77 schools, 43 of which provide
integrated education services,
including nine public schools and
34 private schools. In the academic
year of 2018/2019, all integrated
program students were successfully
putinto a school. Currently, no
special education students have
been forced to drop out of school.

MORE MUNICIPAL
PROJECTS TO
PROVIDE 700 JOBS

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM)
said it plans to launch 60 municipal
projects next month, which will
yield over 700 jobs. The projects
involved include the renovation

and optimization of 60 public
bathrooms, the maintenance of iron
railings in the streets of Macau, the
exterior decoration of urban areas,
the renewal of door number boards,
the optimization of pedestrian
walkways, and the maintenance

of roads, among others. The IAM
already adjusted its tender system
to increase opportunities for small
and medium-sized companies

by allowing more local SMEs to
participate in construction projects,
as well as to hire more local
workers.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

REACHING OUT!

OVERSEAS MACAU RESIDENTS MAY SEEK
CHINESE EMBASSYS HELP TO RETURN

JULIE ZHU

ACAU residents who live

overseas and wish to return
to Macau have been advised to
seek help from the Chinese em-
bassy according to Inés Chan, re-
presentative of the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office (MGTO).

During Friday's daily press
conference of the Novel Corona-
virus Response and Coordina-
tion Center, Chan reported that
MGTO has received a total of 28
assistance requests from over-
seas Macau students. Seven stu-
dents’ contact and personal in-
formation were confirmed, while
the other 21 did not provide their
contact or personal information
to MGTO.

These students, who wish to
return to Macau, asked the SAR
government to arrange transpor-
tation to transfer them from the
Hong Kong International Airport
back to Macau. They also expres-
sed their dissatisfaction over the
fact that they cannot obtain a
Covid-19-free medical test result
in their current location, which is
the UK.

Chan suggested that the-
se Macau residents try seeking
help from the Chinese embassy
because she had learned that
the embassy planned to arrange
charter flights to bring Chinese
citizens to Mainland China.

On April 6, Hong Kong sus-
pended a special travel arrange-
ment on the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-

EXCO COMPLETES DISCUSSION
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-Macau Bridge that allowed the
Macau government to collect its
residents from the Hong Kong In-
ternational Airport.

Since April 15, the Macau SAR
government has required all
passengers to present a Covid-
-19-free medical test result before
they board their flights to Macau.
Local residents are no exception.

As to what the Macau local go-
vernment can do to help overseas
Macau residents obtain a test,
Chan stated “we try our best to as-

alh

sist them.”

The Macau SAR government is
able to provide consultancy, and
to provide specific documents
and proofs for overseas Macau
residents upon the requests of
the concerned individuals.

Lo Iek Long, medical director
of the Conde Sao Januério Hos-
pital, believes that it is reasona-
ble for the Macau SAR govern-
ment to implement the Covid-
-19-free proof measure.

“We request the test to pro-

@

tect aircraft cabin crew and
other passengers,” said Lo.

Previously, the local gover-
nment had planned to adjust
entry policies for non-local
workers in April. As of yesterday,
no updates have been issued
concerning this topic.

Lo stated that the Chief Exe-
cutive and principal govern-
ment officials will assess the
situation influencing the non-
-local workers entry policy plan
and make future policy changes.

FOREIGN RESERVES

ON AMENDED 2020 BUDGET

HE Executive Cou-

ncil (ExCo) has
completed discussions
on the draft of the
amended 2020 budget.

The total expen-
diture amount of the
MSAR integrated bu-
dget for the economic
year of 2020 has been
changed to 114.64
billion patacas, whi-
le the balance of the
MSAR integrated bu-
dget for the economic
year of 2020 remains
at 828.88 million pa-
tacas, consisting solely

of budget execution
balances of the auto-
nomous services and
organizations.

The total expendi-
ture of the aggregate
budget of the special
agencies for the eco-
nomic year of 2020 has
been changed to 26.27
billion patacas, and the
aggregate budget of
the special agencies for
this economic year will
show a loss amount of
7.72 billion patacas.

The amendment in-
volves a 10 billion pa-

tacas investment to the
Macao  Foundation,
which will be used as
a support measure for
the local economy in
the coming months.

The common ex-
penses of the central
budget will also in-
crease by another 3.64
billion patacas, which
will consist of a bud-
getary allowance for
the second round of
e-vouchers issued un-
der the government’s
Consumption Subsidy
Scheme. JZ

FALL 2.3% FROM A
MONTH EARLIER

HE Monetary Authority
of Macao has announ-
ced that the preliminary es-
timate of the SAR’s foreign
exchange reserves amoun-
ted to 176.6 billion patacas
at the end of March 2020.
The reserves decreased
by 2.3% from the revised
value of 180.7 billion for the
previous month, according
to the Monetary Authority.
The SAR’s foreign ex-
change reserves at the end
of the first quarter represen-
ted 10 times the currency in

circulation at the end of Fe-
bruary 2020.

The trade-weighted ef-
fective exchange rate index
for the pataca dropped 0.12
points in month-to-month
terms but rose 2.90 poin-
ts year-on-year to 108.5 in
March. This implies that
overall speaking, the ex-
change rate of the pataca
declined against the cur-
rencies of Macau’s major
trading partners on a mon-
thly basis but increased on
an annual basis. DB
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School resumption back on
track for senior students

ANTHONY LAM

ECONDARY schools will

resume in May in a two-

phased approach, the

director of the Education
and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSE]),
Lou Pak Sang, announced yester-
day during the daily press confe-
rence organized by the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center.

According to the DSEJ plan,
senior secondary school studen-
ts will resume on May 4, while ju-
nior secondary school students
will return to school on May 11.

The arrangement for other
education levels is still pending,
but the bureau director hinted
that if all goes well, these levels

will follow later with their own
resumption dates. Online les-
sons will continue for lower level
classes for the time being.

The first two phases of school
resumption concern about
27,000 students.

However, the DSEJ director
noted that there would be grea-
ter flexibility for the resump-
tion of kindergarten levels and
students with special education
needs. He indicated the possi-
bility of a lack of resumption for
these levels.

If new Covid-19 cases are con-
firmed between now and the
announced school resumption
dates, the DSEJ will consult the
Health Bureau (SSM) about whe-
ther school resumption should

be postponed again. Likewise,
should the number of Covid-19
cases rise after the resumption,
further school suspension will be
considered following consulta-
tion with the SSM.

Lou reminded students and
teachers to remain in Macau for
the next two weeks, not only to
prepare for school resumption,
but also to lower the risk of infec-
tion from outside sources.

Cross-border students,
meanwhile, are reminded to un-
dergo whatever measures neces-
sary to satisfy border-crossing
requirements set forth by the
governments in Guangdong and
Macau, if they decide to return to
school in Macau. They are also
advised to return to Macau and

stay at a relative’s place if possi-
ble.

As earlier stated, parents
have the discretion to apply
for school absence on behalf of
their children should they have
concerns about the school re-
sumption. Schools are urged to
consider such absences with fle-
xibility.

Schools are also advised by
the authority to make arran-
gements for younger students,
should parents need to work
and face difficulties in taking
care of them during the day.
When junior secondary schools
resume, schools will take appli-
cations from these parents and
provide daycare assistance at
schools.

Should time permit, schools
can conduct student assess-
ments blending materials from
before and after the school sus-
pension. It should, however, be
conducted in a relaxed fashion,
according to the government.
Other “conclusive assessment”
will not be appropriate, the DSEJ
has stated.

The bureau has also recom-
mended no student should be
held back this school year. Lou
reiterated that position yester-
day.

As the bureau has previously
stated, schools have the discre-
tion to extend their teaching to
make up for lost time — although
this is not recommended by the
DSE]J - but teaching must end on
or before July 31.

Guidelines on school resump-
tion have been uploaded to the
DSEJ’s website and distributed
to schools. They include health
and safety measures, student as-
sessments, promotion and de-
tainment, as well as curriculum
arrangements.

The Covid-19 outbreak in the
city has resulted in the swift de-
velopment of online teaching.
Following advice from the DSEJ,
many schools, teachers and stu-
dents have taken their first steps
in online lectures.

When asked about the reliabi-
lity of online teaching platforms,
the DSEJ head said that schools
have the freedom to choose whi-
chever one to use. Lou disclosed
that the bureau is working on
Macau’s own online teaching
platform. He hopes that it will
be available in September this
year, when the new school year
commences.

The bureau is striving to de-
sign the platform especially for
use by local schools. Lou hinted
that this step is a response to the
“possible normality of online
teaching in the future.”

Lo Iek Long, medical direc-
tor at the Conde Sao Janudrio
Hospital, stands with the DSE]’s
decision on school resumption.
He added that it is irrational to
halt school indefinitely becau-
se the epidemic “seems to be
a 5,000-kilometer run, a half-
-marathon or a full marathon,”
implying that there is still some
distance to go before it ends.

GOVERNMENT CONFIDENT IN
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLY

E Macau SAR government

is confident in its ability to

supply more affordable housing

units to local residents in the
long-term.

The First Standing Commit-
tee of the Legislative Assembly
(AL) had a discussion with go-
vernment representatives on
Friday about the amendment of
the affordable housing bill.

Secretary for Transport and

Public Works Raimundo Arrais
do Rosério attended the discus-
sion.

Ho Ion Sang, chairman of the
AL committee, said that in the
short-term, affordable housing
supplies will remain at zero.
However, he reported that the
government is confident more
units will be made available in
the long-term.

Earlier this year, the govern-

ment opened applications for
the 3,011 affordable housing
units located in New Urban
Zone A, but the start date for the
construction of these housing
units remains unknown.

On the sideline of Friday’s AL
committee discussion, Roséario
reiterated that affordable hou-
sing is designed to solve local re-
sidents” housingissues. They are
not for investment purposes. JZ

IKEA STORE TO HOLD
SOFT OPENING THURSDAY

WEDISH furnitu-

re brand IKEA will
hold the soft opening
for its first Macau store
on Thursday.

Located in the sho-
pping mall of the Nova
Grande residence, next
to the Central Park in
Taipa, the 8,000-squa-
re-meter shop is the
first full store in the

Macau SAR. It will in-
clude an IKEA Café
and a Swedish Food
Market, and will offer
as many as 600 parking
spaces for customers.
Pictures circulated
on social media on Sa-
turday after the com-
pany held a “test and
family day” ahead of
Thursday’s soft launch.

Earlier, the store
had been scheduled to
open in the first quar-
ter of this year.

The local IKEA fran-
chisee already operates
a ‘pick-up store’ from
the Macau Tower, whe-
re customers can col-
lect purchases made
on the company’s we-
bsite. DB
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Sands suspends $2.37

billion dividend,
seeks acquisitions

CHRISTOPHER PALMERI

TH the casino industry shut

down by the coronavirus, Shel-
don Adelson is suspending Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp.’s dividend. He’s also
looking to purchase existing resorts
from others for the first time, accor-
ding to people with knowledge of the
matter.

Sands’ majority shareholder, Adel-
son said late last week the savings
will help shore up the company’s fi-
nances as it weathers the shutdown
of casinos in the U.S. and Singapore,
and a sharp cutback in Macau. He
personally collected $1.22 billion in
dividends last year out of a total of
$2.37 billion.

“I am known for the phrase, ‘Yay
dividends!,” and I assure you that it is
still my mantra,” Adelson, the com-
pany’s founder and chief executive
officer, said in a statement. ‘As I look
forward to the day - soon let us hope -
when this terrible virus is no longer of
concern - [ see many strategic oppor-
tunities for our company precisely
because of our financial strength.”

Sands will continue some $5.5
billion in investments in projects
under construction, including a new
hotel tower in Singapore and the re-
modeling of a Macau property that is
being rebranded the Londoner. The
company is also still pursuing ex-
pansion opportunities, such as a new
casino in Japan and one in New York
City, if legislators allow them.

But the Las Vegas-based company
is also considering buying existing
resorts for the first time, said the
people, who asked not to be identi-
fied discussing private deliberations.
Adelson is looking to take advantage
of potential discounts the company

could find amid the industry contrac-
tion. He is interested in properties
that play to the company’s strength
- large resorts in tourist destinations
that focus on meeting and conven-
tion business, they said.

Adelson has been one of the lar-
gest supporters of Republican can-
didates in the U.S., and the dividend
cut isn't expected to curtail his giving
this year, one of the people said.
Adelson lobbied to help pass the
$2.2 trillion stimulus bill signed by
President Donald Trump last month
because it helps small businesses. He
said Sands won't seek government
loans.

The 86-year-old billionaire was
one of several dozen CEOs named on
Tuesday to Trump’s advisory group on
how to get the U.S. economy growing
again after the coronavirus crisis.

Virtually all of the casinos in the
U.S. have been closed for the past
month, leading to an unprecedented
crash in revenue. Companies have
hustled to raise cash and cut costs.

Sands has said it will continue to
pay employees through the shut-
down, including making up for lost
tips. Wynn Resorts Ltd. has followed
a similar path, while rivals including
MGM Resorts International and Cae-
sars Entertainment Corp. have put
workers on unpaid furloughs.

The company’s Macau affiliate,
Sands China Ltd., is also suspending
its final dividend for 2019. It paid out
a total dividend of $616 million to ou-
tside shareholders last year.

The company’s Macau affiliate,
Sands China Ltd., is also suspending
its final dividend for 2019. It alrea-
dy paid out a total dividend of $616
million to outside shareholders last
year. BLOOMBERG

G2E ASIA POSTPONED AGAIN,
THIS TIME TO DECEMBER

NNUAL gaming industry event

2E Asia will be again postponed,

this time to December 1 to 3 this year,

its organizing bodies have announ-
ced.

The organizing bodies, the Ame-
rican Gaming Association and Reed
Exhibitions, revealed in a statement
that the further postponement was
made necessary as the figures of the
Covid-19 global infection are still on
the rise in many territories. As a result,
border controls have remained stric-
ter than normal in Macau.

For the time being, Macau only
accepts entrants holding passports
issued by a greater China jurisdiction.
Other tourists are barred from ente-
ring the city.

“Unfortunately, due to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and continued tra-
vel and commercial restrictions, it is
not possible to hold G2E Asia in July
as originally planned,” the organizing
body wrote.

The organizing body added that
they would continue to monitor the
situation and remain in close contact
with all G2E Asia stakeholders, the lo-
cal government, and health authori-
ties over the coming months.

In normal circumstances, the event
is held during the third or the fourth
week of May each year. This year will
be the 14th time the event has been
organized in Macau. Last year, the
event hosted nearly 200 exhibitors and
attracted about 16,500 spectators. AL

After health crisis victory,

LYNZY VALLES

HIEF Executive Ho Iat
Seng has satisfied the
public with his han-
dling of the novel co-
ronavirus outbreak, riding on a
wave of popularity in his first four
months leading the city. Howe-
ver, some political commenta-
tors have argued that despite his
success tackling the Covid-19
health crisis, the government has
failed to show the political will to
adequately address social pro-
blems caused by the pandemic.

This afternoon, Ho is set to
deliver his first Policy Address
to review what has already been
achieved with regards to allevia-
ting the economic impact of the
Covid-19 pandemic outbreak.
Usually presented every Novem-
ber, the Chief Executive is set to
detail the governments future
recovery plans.

Aside from the usual annou-
ncements on housing, the eco-
nomy, and further integration
of the Macau SAR in the Greater
Bay Area (GBA), some observers
are holding out for the gover-
nment to establish policies in
other, sometimes overlooked
areas of society.

According to some political
commentators, the public is
hoping for fresh ideas and pers-
pectives on the city’s future de-
velopment in a bid to increase
confidence in the current admi-
nistration.

HIGH PERFORMANCE,
HIGH EXPECTATIONS

A study conducted in early
February by the Macao Polling
Research Association showed
that nine out of 10 members of
the public are satisfied with the
local government’s measures
to prevent a further
outbreak of the novel
coronavirus. Just four
months into the job,
Ho Iat Seng is thought
to be riding on a wave
of popular support.

Having pleased the
Macau public with his
work to combat Co-
vid-19 so far, Ho has set
high standards for the
upcoming address.

Lawyer Sérgio Cor-
reia de Almeida ex-
pressed his belief that
Ho has been generally
good at protecting the
Macau SAR and its re-
sidents during the Co-
vid-19 outbreak, noting, “it is na-
tural that expectations are high
at this point.”

This same sentiment was
echoed by political commen-
tator and legal expert Anténio

Chief Executive Ho lat Seng takes the podium at

Katchi, who dubbed the current
administration’s move as “lar-
gely correct and undoubtedly
effective.”

But early success in the health
campaign have led to high ex-
pectations in many quarters of
the city regarding the post-Co-
vid-19 economic recovery plan.

Another major issue
that some would like
to see addressed
this afternoonis the
mid-term prognosis
on the economy and
whether the various
cash handouts and
subsidies will create
inflationary pressures

Of particular note are the so-
cial and economic problems
caused by the Covid-19 outbreak.

For Katchi, the government’s
address of the public health crisis
has not shown any political will

to tackle social problems caused
by the Covid-19 outbreak.

Katchi referred to the failu-
re of the government to protect
employees from employers and
tenants from landlords, adding
that the government has showed
contempt for non-resident
workers, treating them as a “dis-
cardable labor force.”

Residents who are
self-employed professio-
nals, small businessmen,
and perhaps some me-
dium-sized enterprises
may also bear the eco-
nomic consequences of
the pandemic, however
he noted that large com-
pany shareholders and
real estate speculators
will be spared.

“Right at the be-
ginning of the outbreak,
the government should
have submitted to the
Legislative Assembly a
temporary emergency
bill banning layoffs, fur-
loughs, unpaid leaves, and salary
reductions on any ground, for-
bidding employers from forcing
employees to take paid annual
leave,” Katchi told the Times.

But he said he does not expect
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some question if HIS has will to save economy
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a press conference, flanked by Secretary for Economy and Finance Lei Wai Nong (left) and Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Ao leong U (right)

such measures to be undertaken
by the government.

“It would run counter to its
very nature of a bourgeois, pro-
-oligarchy government. It has al-
ready made its choice about who
will bear the consequences of this
crisis: first and foremost, non-re-
sident workers; then, to a lesser
degree, resident workers - for the
time being, only in the private sec-
tor,” he said.

Many non-resident workers
have already lost their jobs be-
cause of the pandemic, while re-
dundancies have also been noted
among the resident workforce.

For today’s Policy Address, Paul
Pun, secretary general of Caritas
Macau, is hoping for the concerns
of the Macau’s most vulnerable to
be included in Ho’s plans for this
year.

According to Pun, the new go-
vernment should address areas
which the previous government
never tackled through the annual
address, particularly those con-
cerning the protection of non-resi-
dent workers.

“Today we should have some-
thing to accommodate the mi-
grants that also contribute to the
safety of the society. They have
a role to play. Local citizens and

non-resident workers are partners
in some way. We still need to think
of something to serve those peo-
ple,” said Pun.

Lawyer Correia also agreed that
measures to encourage the eco-
nomy and support better integra-
tion of non-resident workers from
abroad are needed.

SERIOUS SCRUBBING

Aside from this matter, there
was also a call for further transpa-
rency and clarity in the city’s pu-
blic administration.

Correia stressed that, due to the
low taxation in the SAR, there is
no reason to allow companies or
shareholders with addresses in the
British Virgin Islands or Cayman
Islands to operate in the city un-
less there is “something to be kept
secret.”

The lawyer is looking for an
approval of a set of measures to
effectively combat corruption, na-
mely through a substantial increa-
se in the taxation of offshore com-
panies that still operate in Macau
and are holding real estate assets.

Correia noted that a clear and
coherent program for reforming
the Public Administration, the
justice system including courts,
conservatories, notaries, and bi-

lingualism is needed. He also cal-
led for a mechanism to hold po-
litical office holders accountable
and for a serious anti-corruption
drive greater than that seen in the
mainland.

“After 20 years of integration,
Macau needs a greater cleansing
than that carried out by President
Xi Jinping in Beijing and in the in-
terior of China,” said the lawyer.
“If that cleansing had been carried
out soon after 1999, or at the end
of the first Chief Executive’s deca-
de, Macau would be much better
today. There’s no place for corrupt
people to continue doing business
in Macau and exploiting its people
under the cover of patriotism,” he
added.

ACROSS THE BORDER

The Chief Executive has also said
that he seeks to actively encourage
young people to participate in the
development of the GBA.

Ho's electoral campaign had in-
cluded a goal to improve the com-
prehensive quality and competiti-
veness of young people as well as
to implement active policies on
youth employment and entrepre-
neurship.

However, given the Covid-19
pandemic and the stricter border

restrictions put in place, one po-
litical commentator believes that
border controls recently imposed
in the GBA have put the relocation
plans of Macau residents on hold.
For Larry So, the lockdown discou-
rages young entrepreneurs that are
keen to transfer to the GBA, becau-
se there are no assurances they will
be allowed to return to Macau at
their leisure.

“There is nothing wrong with
the lockdown. But if we are talking
about encouraging people to move
to the GBA, do we mean that if any-
thing like this pandemic happens,
our young people who are staying
in one of the GBA cities cannot
come back to their homes? This is
a dilemma,” said So.

The commentator called for this
matter to be discussed during the
Policy Address, noting that Ho's
campaign platform had made GBA
integration a major policy objecti-
ve.

Correia also agreed that in spi-
te of Macau’s integration into the
GBA and the accompanying po-
licies of the central government,
Macau must have its own techno-
logical, cultural and scientific de-
velopment program to justify its
political and administrative auto-
nomy.

CAUTION: INFLATION AHEAD

Another major issue that some
would like to see addressed this af-
ternoon is the mid-term prognosis
on the economy and whether the
various cash handouts and subsi-
dies will create inflationary pres-
sures.

The government has aimed to
boost the business activity of lo-
cal small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) through the issuance of
two rounds of e-vouchers totaling
8,000 patacas for every resident.
The credit, which comes amid a
raft of new measures, can be used
for consumption purposes across
the city, but some entities, such as
casino operators, are excluded.

For Katchi, this type of financial
assistance should not have been
the government’s first method of
alleviating the economic pressure
on small businesses.

The suspension of rental obli-
gations and bank loan repayments
would have been a much better
approach to help small businesses
survive and help their employees
to retain employment. “Only if that
were not enough should govern-
ment [direct] financial aid to SME’s
be considered - the latter should
never be the first option,” he said.

Other commentators are wor-
ried that the e-vouchers may pro-
ve ineffective at stimulating the
economy and putting cash back
into the pockets of the people if
consumer prices grow at a faster
pace than the moderate rise of re-
cent years.

“The government is giving out
a lot of money to encourage peo-
ple to kind of stimulate the local
market but at the same time, once
when we have this kind of ‘free
money’ going around, our infla-
tion will also freely go up,” said So.

Democrat lawmaker Au Kam
San said that the current cash han-
dout is just a short-term measure
and he is concerned about the
need to develop a more perma-
nent support structure.

“In the next half year or so, I
think the government should do
more because the effective pe-
riod of this [measure] is merely six
months,” said Au.

The lawmaker wants Macau to
be better prepared when the SAR
is again faced with another eco-
nomic restructuring, whether it be
willingly undertaken through di-
versification efforts or due to a glo-
bal catastrophe like Covid-19. “We
can't hope for ambitious plans, but
I still hope the government can re-
fine existing policies,” said Au.

The Policy Address will be held
at 3 p.m. today at the Legislative
Assembly, followed by a press con-
ference at the Government Head-
quarters at 5 p.m., where the Chief
Executive will answer questions
from the media.
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JAPAN

New wave of
infections threatens

fo co

MARI YAMAGUCHI
& YURI KAGEYAMA,
TOKYO

OSPITALS in Japan

are increasingly tur-
ning away sick people
as the country struggles
with surging coronavirus
infections and its emer-
gency medical system
collapses.

In one recent case, an
ambulance carrying a
man with a fever and di-
fficulty breathing was re-
jected by 80 hospitals and
forced to search for hours
for a hospital in down-
town Tokyo that would
treat him. Another feve-
rish man finally reached a
hospital after paramedics
unsuccessfully contacted
40 clinics.

The Japanese Associa-
tion for Acute Medicine
and the Japanese Society
for Emergency Medicine
say many hospital emer-
gency rooms are refusing
to treat people including
those suffering strokes,
heart attacks and external
injuries.

Japan initially seemed
to have controlled the
outbreak by going after
clusters of infections in
specific places, usually
enclosed spaces such as
clubs, gyms and meeting
venues. But the spread
of virus outpaced this
approach and most new
cases are untraceable.

The outbreak has hi-
ghlighted underlying
weaknesses in medical
care in Japan, which has
long been praised for its
high quality insurance
system and reasonable
costs. Apart from a gene-
ral unwillingness to em-
brace social distancing,
experts fault government
incompetence and a wi-
despread shortage of the
protective gear and equi-
pment medical workers
need to do their jobs.

Japan lacks enough
hospital beds, medical
workers or equipment.
Forcing hospitalization
of anyone with the vi-
rus, even those with mild
symptoms, has left hospi-
tals overcrowded and un-
derstaffed.

The “collapse of emer-
gency medicine” has
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already happened, a
precursor to the overall
collapse of medicine,
the Japanese Association
for Acute Medicine and
the Japanese Society for
Emergency Medicine said
in a joint statement. By
turning away patients,
hospitals are putting an
excessive burden on the
limited number of ad-
vanced and critical emer-
gency centers, the groups
said.

“We can no longer car-
ry out normal emergency
medicine,” said Takeshi
Shimazu, an Osaka Uni-
versity emergency doctor.

There are not enough
protective gowns, masks
and face shields, raising
risks of infection for me-
dical workers and making
treatment of COVID-19
patients increasingly di-
fficult, said Yoshitake
Yokokura, who heads the
Japan Medical Associa-
tion.

In March, there were
931 cases of ambulances
getting rejected by more
than five hospitals or dri-
ving around for 20 mi-
nutes or longer to reach
an emergency room, up
from 700 in March last
year. In the first 11 days of
April, that rose to 830, the
Tokyo Fire Department
said. Department official
Hiroshi Tanoue said the
number of cases surged
largely because suspected
coronavirus cases require
isolation until test results
arrive.

Infections in a number
of hospitals have forced
medical workers to self-
-isolate at home, worse-

#ER  E BX

ning staff shortages.

Tokyo's new cases star-
ted to spike in late March,
the day after the Tokyo
Olympics was postponed
for a year. They've been
rising at an accelerating
pace for a current total of
2,595. Most patients are
still hospitalized, pushing
treatment capacity to its
limits.

With about 10,000 ca-
ses and 170 deaths, Ja-
pan’s situation is not as
dire as New York City’s
which has had more than
10,000 deaths, or Italys,
with more than 21,000
fatalities, according to
Johns Hopkins University.

But there are fears Ja-
pan’s outbreak could be-
come much worse.

Doctors say they are
stretched thin. Since it
takes time for COVID-19
to be diagnosed, patients
who show up at hospi-
tals can unintentionally
endanger those around
them.

Calls for social distan-
cing have not worked well
enough in crowded cities
like Tokyo, experts say,
with many people still
commuting to offices in
crowded trains even after
the prime minister decla-
red a state of emergency.

Officials fear people
may travel during the
upcoming “golden week”
holiday in early May.

“From the medical
field, we are hearing cries
of desperation that lives
that can be saved may no
longer be possible,” Abe
said Friday. “I ask you all
again, please refrain from
going out.” AP

AP PHOTO
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With new
virus plan,

Trump passes
buck to states

AAMER MADHANI,
CHICAGO

RESIDENT Donald
Trump’s  guidelines
for states to reopen
their economies had
the hallmarks of a permission
structure. But what he really
created was a blame structure.

On Friday, he emphatically
embraced protesters who de-
fied the orders of their states’
governors to restrict move-
ment and large gatherings to
combat the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Less than 24 hours
before, he had given
governors a metri-
cs-driven guide to
make their own deci-
sions. But he did it in
away that also pushes
responsibility to the
states, giving him a
way to shift the blame
if things go badly. And
he pushed to dump
the ongoing problem
of a shortage of tes-
ting for the virus in
the governors’ laps as well.

It fits a familiar pattern for
Trump: claim credit for what'’s
going well, find a fall guy for
what'’s not.

In making the case that lar-
ge swaths of the country can
safely ease restrictions under
the new guidelines, Trump
also found a way out of his
constitutionally questionable

assertions that he had “total
authority” to decide how the
states return to a semblance of
normalcy.

He couldn't have been more
explicit in casting the need for
expanded screening for the vi-
rus — something that public
health experts say is necessary
before Americans can get back
to normal life -- as the gover-
nors’ problem.

“The States have to step up
their TESTING!” Trump decla-
red on Twitter on Friday.

New York Gov. Andrew

Trump'’s push to
deflect the crisis
to the doorstep of
governors comes
as the weight of a
sinking economy has
begun to complicate
his reelection effort

Cuomo, a Democrat, was ha-
ving none of that.

He said Trump had passed
the buck to the governors “wi-
thout passing the bucks” for
states to do what'’s needed. His
state has been the hardest hit
in the nation, with more than
14,000 virus-related deaths.

“We cannot do this without
the federal government,” Cuo-
mo said.

If there was any doubt
about how quickly Trump
wants the economy firing on
all cylinders, he dispelled it
with a trio of tweets saying to
“LIBERATE” Michigan, Min-
nesota and Virginia — all sta-
tes with Democratic gover-
nors. In effect, he was egging
on protesters resisting the
governors’ stay-at-home res-
trictions.

He was liberal in identifying
foes, He slammed presump-
tive Democratic presidential
nominee Joe Biden over the
Obama administra-
tion’s handling of the
HIN1 flu outbreak.
And he jabbed at
Cuomo, whom he’s
alternately  praised
and lambasted throu-
ghout the crisis.

“Governor Cuomo
should spend more
time ‘doing’ and less
time ‘complaining’.
Get out there and get
the job done,” Trump
tweeted.

Trump’s eagerness to revive
the economy — a key part of
his reelection strategy — was
evident in the evolution of the
guidelines issued by the White
House.

The final guidance doesn't
go as far as what the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention had recommended to
the White House last week.

The CDC, according to a
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draft of the recommendations
obtained by the AP talked
about using more specific
criteria and in many cases
looking for improvement over
longer periods of time, before
easing restrictions in high-
-transmission areas. Exam-
ples include wanting to see
sustained reductions over 30
days in positive tests for coro-
navirus, and sustained reduc-
tions over 15 days in numbers
of coronavirus deaths. Under
Trump’s guidelines, a state
would have to see a decline in
documented COVID-19 cases
over 14 days.

The dilemma for states is
clear.

Dr. Tom Frieden, the for-
mer CDC director, said testing
needs “to increase by a factor
of three to as much as a factor
of 20” from the current rate
of about 150,000 tests being
conducted each day. Even wi-
thout adequate testing, thou-
gh, Trump in part justified his
road map for relaxing social
distancing by arguing that ca-
ses have peaked in the United
States.

Some experts say available
data seems to suggest that a
national peak has been rea-
ched, but the situation dif-
fers from city to city and sta-
te to state. Others say it's not
yet clear there’s been a peak
anywhere.

“From the places I know
about, the data are not defini-

tive that we are peaking,” said
Marc Lipsitch, a Harvard Uni-
versity epidemiologist.

Trump’s push to deflect the
crisis to the doorstep of gover-
nors comes as the weight of a
sinking economy has begun
to complicate his reelection
effortt. A new Pew Resear-
ch Center survey found that
65% of respondents believed
Trump responded too slowly
to address the threat of the co-
ronavirus outbreak in the U.S.

The lack of a national tes-
ting strategy will increase the
chances for prolonged deadly
waves of the disease to emer-
ge in the months ahead, said
Lawrence Gostin, a public
health expert at Georgetown
University.

“It's impossible to get to
the place where we want to
be without a national testing
strategy,” Gostin said. “With
a state-by-state approach, it
can't possibly work.”

Trump boasts that his ad-
ministration has paved the
way for 3.5 million tests na-
tionwide — more than any
other nation. But the U.S. lags
several nations in testing on
a per capita basis, including
Germany and South Korea.
The president counters that
“areas of our country that
have been hotspots have
done much more.”

Indeed, in New York, more
than 550,000 tests have been
administered.

But Cuomo said in a state
of 19 million residents and 9
million working people, get-
ting people back to work sa-
fely will require far more tes-
ting. Complicating matters,
Cuomo said, is that states,
the federal government and
private sector are competing
against one another to acqui-
re testing.

“The federal government
cannot wipe their hands of
this and say, “Oh the states
are responsible for testing,”
Cuomo said.

But that's exactly what
Trump has in mind.

Drs. Deborah Birx and An-
thony Fauci, the top medical
experts on the White House
coronavirus task force, say the
“new normal” in American

life will look much different
for some time. But Trump
scoffs at the idea of an Ame-
rica where restaurants aren’t
packed with diners or big
stadium events are left half
empty in the name of social
distancing.

“Our normal is if you have
100,000 people in an Ala-
bama football game — or
110,000, to be exact — we
want 110,000 people there,”
Trump said. “We want every
seat occupied.”

But Gostin, the George-
town expert, said it's not rea-
listic that the country will re-
turn to such normalcy soon.

“The president”s guidance
is not entirely irresponsible,”
Gostin said. “It’s also not a na-
tional plan.” AP

CHINA REJECTS CORONAVIRUS
CONSPIRACY THEORY

CHINAIIS pushing back
against President Donald
Trump and some of his offi-
cials, who'veflirtedin recent
days with an outlier theory
that the coronavirus was set
loose by a Chinese lab that let
itescape. The Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman on Friday
accused the U.S. administra-
tion of attempting to shift the
focus fromits own misstepsin
dealing with the pandemic by
talking up a theory that it was
started by apathogen froma

laboratory in Wuhan, the city
where the global outbreak
began. A scientific consensus
is still evolving, but the leading
theoryis that infection among
humans began at an animal
market in Wuhan, probably
from ananimal that got the
virus from a bat. Experts
overwhelmingly say analysis of
the new coronavirus's genome
rules out the possibility that it
was engineered by humans,
as some commentators have
suggested.

AP PHOTO

The workers who
keep Spain going
under lockdown

ALVARO BARRIENTOS,
PAMPLONA

Aj Spain  hunkers
own after five weeks
of confinement, the bra-
ve few keep the country
going during a coronavi-
rus outbreak that has kil-
led more than 20,000 of
their fellow citizens.

These workers —
butchers, taxi drivers,
pharmacists — in the
northern city of Pam-
plona as well as in the
rest of Spain’s cities and
towns are unified by their
courage and one piece
of equipment: the face
mask.

“I feel a great sadness
and impotence when fa-
ced with the tragedy we
are living through,” said
taxi driver Isabel Zarranz,
who has continued to
work as part of the essen-
tial services authorized
by the government. “Our
way of life has changed
forever.”

Matilde Mattos said
while cleaning the win-
dow of a pharmacy: “This
crisis is a way of showing
us that we are destroying
the planet. It is a sign
from God.”

Most retail stores, in-
cluding restaurants and
bars, along with schools
and other services have
been closed for weeks
to stem a COVID-19 ou-

tbreak that has infected
over 190,000 people in
Spain. While people in-
fected with the corona-
virus often experience
mild or moderate symp-
toms, possible compli-
cations like pneumonia
can put their lives at risk.

Factories and cons-
truction  sites  were
reopened last week after
a two-week freeze.

While hundreds of
thousands in Spain have
lost their jobs during
the lockdown, these few
workers are making sure
the basic needs and ser-
vices function at the risk
of also falling ill.

Yet uncertainty reigns
for their future as well,
with the country hea-
ding for a likely recession
along with large parts of
Europe as business acti-
vity and trade plummets.

“I don’t know what
will happen in the co-
ming months. It is a huge
unknown,” butcher Jose
Mari Armendariz said.

For fish dealer Gladis
Neire, used to attending
to her regular cliente-
le, the confinement has
taken the life out of her
stall.

“I feel so bad for so
many people who have
died, “ she said. “The
market where I work,
there are always people.
Now it is empty.” AP
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Fair to furlough?
Massive UK job-saving
plan prompts pushback

RITAIN’S bailout

battle is heating

up before the first

penny has even
been paid in an unprece-
dented effort to save jobs
amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

While more than half
of U.K. companies are ex-
pected to apply for gover-
nment grants to pay fur-
loughed employees, critics
say they expect too much
of the cash to go where it’s
not needed.

“In my opinion, all
allowances, handouts and
incentives don’t go to the
most needy but to the peo-
ple or organizations most
adept at claiming them,”
Hargreaves Lansdown
Plc co-founder Peter Har-
greaves said in an email
“Letting people have the
choice to work would be a
better solution.”

Under the Coronavirus
Job Retention Scheme,
which starts taking appli-
cations on Monday, em-
ployers can claim a grant
covering 80% of the wages
for a furloughed employee
of up to 2,500 pounds a
month (about 25,000 pa-
tacas). The expected par-
ticipation rate - and Fri-
day’s announcement that
it would be extended into
June - puts the estimated
total cost at as much as 56
billion pounds (557 billion
patacas).

The program is designed

to minimize the economic
damage from a prolonged
lockdown. U.K. Chancellor
of the Exchequer Rishi Su-
nak has vowed to do “wha-
tever it takes” to counter
the fallout from the coro-
navirus pandemic, which
could see the economy
shrink by more than a third
in the second quarter. A
protracted lockdown could
see unemployment increa-
se by over 2 million.

Most industry bodies
say the economic damage
would be far greater wi-
thout the government’s in-
tervention and welcomed
the program’s extension
while reminding firms that
there are invisible strings
attached.

“In the end this has got
to be about trusting bu-
siness,” said Peter Chee-
se, chief executive officer
of CIPD, the professional
body to the country’s hu-
man resource and perso-
nal development sector
whose survey found the
majority of employers in
the U.K. expect to access
the program. “I think the
public will call companies
to account if they do not
see them acting in a shared
interest and not just short
term self-interest.

For many U.K. busines-
ses - particularly those di-
rectly hit like non-food re-
tail, hospitality and travel
- CJRS is already proving
essential. In the airline in-

dustry, British Airways is
planning to use it to help
furlough more than 30,000
employees, while low-
-cost rival, EasyJet Plc said
about 7,500 of its U.K. staff
were furloughed in April
and May. Virgin Atlantic
Airways Ltd. said about
80% of its workforce was
currently furloughed.

Arcadia Group - the pa-
rent company of brands
including Topshop and
Dorothy Perkins - plans to
furlough 14,500 workers
using taxpayer money.
“Obviously the furlough
scheme is helpful to re-
tailers whose doors have
been closed,” said Philip
Green, its billionaire ow-
ner.

Nevertheless, Arcadia’s
decision to furlough about
90% its 16,000 staff sparked
outrage on social media gi-
ven Green’s personal weal-
th and past dividends paid
to his family. Richard Bran-
son’s $5.8 billion fortune
drew similar scrutiny after
Virgin Atlantic’s chief exe-
cutive officer called for a
government bailout of the
airline industry.

In many cases, a weal-
thy backer doesn’t mean
the company has ready ac-
cess to cash.

Edinburgh Woollen Mill,
controlled by the multi-
millionaire Philip Day, has
furloughed the majority of
its shop floor staff across
its various retail brands. A

spokesman said that even
with government support
the company was still ha-
ving to use “all funds at
our disposal and multiple
years of retained profits
to sustain as many jobs as
possible”. It has also activa-
ted a previously untapped
100 million-pound credit
facility in order to put the
business in a stronger po-
sition.

“Our owner does not
take a salary nor take mo-
ney out of the business.
Their notional net worth is
based on the book value of
business not liquid weal-
th,” the company said in a
statement.

When and whether em-
ployers should reach into
their own pocket before
the taxpayers’ is sure to
remain live as the budget
deficit blows out. Unders-
coring the debate is the
biggest known unknown:
What the economy will
actually look like once the
pandemic has passed.

“One problem is trying
to understand how long
this will go on for and how
deep the impact will be,”
said David Ketchin, head of
Europe for Hackett Group, a
management consultancy.
“The scheme absolutely is
something that’s prevented
large swathes of layoffs in
the first instance, but if this
does go on for a long time it
won't make a big differen-
ce.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

this day in history @

1972 APOLLO 16 SAFELY ON
MOON AFTER ENGINE CRISIS

The Apollo 16 missionhas landed onthe Moon afterase-
ven-hour crisis that nearly aborted the mission altogether.

Astronauts John Young and Charles Duke became the
fifth team to step down onto the Moon at 0324 BST (0224
GMT). They landed in the Descartes crater region of the
lunar highlands.

A delighted Charles Duke exclaimed, "Contact!” as the
lunar module, Orion, touched down.

His first conment on looking around him was, "We're not
going to have to walk far to pick up rocks."

It was the end of a seven-hour drama which began at
2036 BST (1936 GMT) the previous evening, when an
engine on the command module, Casper, malfunctioned
after it had separated from the lunar module.

If the engine had been fired at this point, the craft could
have veered out of control or far off course, with disastrous
consequences.

The command module has to place itself in a precise or-
bit above the Moon to be in the right place to pick up the
lunar module for the journey home.

As the engine could not be fired, Orion could not be
cleared for the landing, and there were serious doubts at
mission control that it would be possible to make a landing
atall.

Although the astronauts were not believed to be in per-
sonal danger, there were fears of another expensive failure
like Apollo 13 two years ago, when an explosion on board
crippled the spacecraft, aborting the mission and putting
its crew at serious risk.

The two Apollo 16 astronauts on the lunar module were
told to halt their landing attempt and keep Orion close to
Casper in a "station keeping position” in which it would be
possible quickly to link the two craft if necessary.

Mission control issued an 0814 BST (0714 GMT) deadli-
ne to fix the problem or abandon the mission and return
to Earth.

Thenshortlybefore 0300BST (0200 GMT) the command
module pilot, Thomas Mattingly, managed to fire the engi-
ne while on the far side of the Moon, out of radio contact.

The command module smoothly moved to the right
point orbiting between 60 and 70 miles (95 to 110 km)
above the lunar surface.

That cleared the way for the lunar module to begin
making its descent.

The delay meant Young and Duke have had to cancel one
of their three excursions on the moon buggy they have
brought with them, but they should still be able to comple-
te most of the mission as planned.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The command module pilot who dealt with the engine cri-
sis, Thomas Mattingly, was the astronaut who was taken off
the disastrous Apollo 13 mission at the last minute.

The Apollo 16 mission was dogged by major and minor
setbacks, but scientifically it was a great success.

It brought back more data than ever before, including
212Ibs (96 kg) of moon rock.

The two astronauts took two long drives into the lunar
highlands, going higher above the lunar plain and into more
rugged terrain than other expeditions.

Their findings challenged the geologists' view that volcanic
activity had formed the Moon's features.

Instead, they found evidence that the impact of meteorites
may have played a larger part than previously thought.

The Apollo programme had already been cut back severely
by the time of Apollo 16, and there was only one more
manned mission to the Moon, in December 1972.
However, in January 2004 the US President, George Bush,
said American astronauts would return to the Moon by
2020 as the launching point for missions further into space.
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YOUR STARS
Q ARIES
/ Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Get into some activities that will
help you in making new friends.
A friendship might suffer if
money becomes an 1ssue. Don’t let
emotional upset force you into the
poorhouse.

@" May. 21-Jun. 21

Visitors are likely to drop by and
may even stay a little longer than
you want them to. Your passionate
nature may make you jealous if your
mate has been too busy to take care
of your needs.

@" Jul. 23-Aug. 22

You need to be active and spend
time with friends you enjoy. Keep
your feet on the ground, if you
can. Opportunities to expand
your circle of friends will result in
possible new romantic encounters.

Q IE/" Sep.23-Oct. 22

Communications with loved ones
may be strained. You will be
relentless when it comes to getting
yourself back into shape. You will
need to spend extra time sorting
through your work.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/I Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Toning, fitness, pampering should
all be scheduled. Your home
environment appears to be a
little shaky. Talk to your mate
about a vacation and discuss the
expectations of your relationship.

AQUARIUS
&y,

o/ Jan. 20-Feb. 18

You may be looking at some
difficulty with your familly today.
Don’t get upset. Disputes on the
home front may be hard to avoid.
Socially, you need a fast paced
form of entertainment.

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

TAURUS

(&

You will

Apr. 20-May. 20

be able to
communicate  well  today.
Uncertainties regarding
relatives will make situations
uncomfortable if you attend a
family function.

@ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You can meet interesting new
friends if you join worthwhile
groups. You might find group
functions tiring. Don’t draw too
much attention to yourself at
work.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Secret enemies will be eager
to spread rumors about you.
Your mind is on moneymaking
ventures. You will benefit through
hidden assets and property
investments.

Q‘! Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Don’t press your luck with your loved
ones. Children may be demanding,
and entertainment could cost a lot
more than you can really afford.
You will be prone to carelessness that
could result in accidents.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

You may be in love today, but who
knows what tomorrow may bring.
You will reach the most people if
you speak out at an organizational
function. Plan a day of enjoyment
with them.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Any renovation or decorating to
your home should include the
whole family. Delve a little deeper
if you really want to know the
score. You can come into money
that you don’t necessarily work for.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

CAPRICORN
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

T'M MAKING SOME- 1
THING DIFFERENT
FOR DESSERT..
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WEATHER

MIN
Beijing 10
Harbin 2
Tianjin 12
Urumgi 10
Xi'an 13
Lhasa 5
Chengdu 15
Chongging 18
Kunming 13
Nanjing 11
Shanghai 12
Wuhan 12
Hangzhou 11
Taipei 21
Guangzhou 22
Hong Kong 24
Moscow 2
Frankfurt 5
Paris 12
London 7
New York 6
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CREESE MELTED OVER
APIECE OF CAKE, LIKE
A CHEESEBURGER?

g\ ]

; A
MAX CONDITION
17 clear
12 moderate rain
17 clear
22 clear
20 overcast
18 cloudy
22 overcast
20 drizzle
28 clear
21 drizzle
22 drizzle
17 drizzle
23 drizzle
24 overcast
29 cloudy
29 cloudy
11 drizzle
15 clear
17 cloudy
15 clear
15 overcast

1- One in prison for good; 6- Hunk; 10- Room in a casa; 14- Love deeply;
15- Assistant; 16- Russianriver; 17- Writteninthe native language; 19- 100 centavos;
20- Battery size; 21- Sites; 22- Whip up; 24- Quote; 25- Planetary revolution;
26- Certain Muslim; 29- Pertaining to ships; 33- Transport; 34- They're charged:;
35- Gymnast Korbut; 36- One of the Baldwins; 37- Elicit; 38- Enlarge, as a hole;
39- Waiter's offering; 40- A pitcher may take one; 41- Mazda model; 42- First public
performance; 44- Unsteady gait; 45- Fine and delicate; 46- Pinguid; 47- Quantity; 50-
"The Clan of the Cave Bear" author; 51- Vanilla ___, American rap star; 54- "Death
in Venice" author; 55- Teacher; 58- On or towards the Mediterranean, for example;
59- Emptiness; 60- Satisfies; 61- Injury reminder; 62- Canadian gas brand; 63- Basic

monetary unit of Denmark;

1- Hot rock; 2- Impression; 3- ___ song (cheaply); 4- Directional suffix; 5-

Fact; 6- Gravy, for one; 7- Taylor of "Mystic
Pizza"; 8- Nabokov novel; 9- Lullaby; 10-
calculation;
12- Final; 13- Succulent plant; 18- Pigeon
coop; 23- Rodent, betrayer; 24- Orbiting
the moon; 25- Jerks; 26- Rascal; 27- More
robust; 28- Peace goddess; 29- Snare; 30-
Wedge; 31- Playing marble; 32- Truman's
birthplace; 34- Creamy white; 37- Optional;
41- Invertebrate; 43- Author Fleming; 44-
Stadium section; 46- Best; 47- Latin lesson
word; 48- Not fem.; 49- Fit for service;
50- Sale sign; 51- What's ___ you?; 52-
"Fargo" director; 53- Scottish Gaelic; 56-

Dominance; 11- Calculus

Rejections; 57- Saturn or Mercury;
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Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999
Fire department 28 572 222
(Open ling) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
28573333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
— Report 1000
Electricity — Report 28 339 922
28716 081
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FOR SALE
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HK%$11,400,000

Howva City 3 bedroom, Ready to move inl
151507 Jjem 2 W

FOR RENT

-
L L

Manhattan Apartment, Taipa
£20,800/mth 1626ft° 1pm 2 W

A

FOR SALE

[Taipal WaBoo 2= 2
1,071 ft* $7,995,000 (ref: 18115568)

[Taipal Tajpo Village- twocomected 4 2 e
1404 itY $8,380,000 (ref: 19096006)

[Macau] Unigue Loft 2w 2
2,200 ft* 59,990,000 (ref: 15115464)

[Coloane] Large 374 bedroom 2 3 jam 2
2,530 $12,980,000 (ref: 19096000)

FOR RENT

|

[Macau] Vai Furg Trip
1,065 ft! 515,800/

[Taipa]
1,100 ft?

Buckingham
515,900/ mth

Manhattan

! 520,800/mth (ref

Ocean Garden

3,700 ft* $35,000/mth

(ref: 18040674)
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Property of the Week Property Hotlist

Chun Fuk, Taipa Village

$8,998,000
834 ft’

2 2
2 SCAN ME

Apartment in Historical Centre

$4,580,000
840 ft2

2k= 1 %
SCAN ME

SCAN ME . Manhattan Apartment, Taipa
Nova City 3 bedroom, Ready to move in!

HK$11,400,000 1,515t 3= 2 $20,800/mth

1,626 ft?

Fresh on the market is this spacious 3 bedroom apartment in the heart of Taipa, Macau. 3= 2 b

Ideal for the family, this location has several kindergartens and schools within 5 minutes
walk and best of all, Taipa Central Park is right at your doorstep with kids playground,
basketball courts, swimming pool and public library.

SCAN ME

Buckingham, Taipa
Entering this family home is a generous dining and living space. The living room has city
views and overlooks the park below. The modern kitchen has a large window for ample

natural light and ventilation and adjoins a store room/maid room. $1 5,900fl'l1th
Nearby facilities include a bus stop at the building entrance, popular restaurants and bars 1,100 ft?
nearby and Park n Shop and 5an Mui supermarkets within easy walking distance. 2= 1 b

SCAN ME

More Listings
Far Sale For Rent

[Taipa] WaBao 2= 2% 1,071 ft2 $7,995,000 (ref: 18115568) | [Taipal Ocean Garden 4k=4% 3,700ft* $35,000/mth (ref: 18040674)
[Taipa] TaipaVillage-twounits 4= 2% 1,404 ft $8,380,000 (ref: 19096006)

=i

[Taipal VaiFung Triplex, Macau
2le= 1% 1,065 ft* $14,000/mth
(ref: 19121001)

[Macau] Unigue Loft unit 2= 2% 2,200 ft? $9,990,000 (ref: 15115464)
[Coloane] Large 3/4 bedroom 2« 3lem 2% 2,530 ft*$12,980,000 (ref: 19096000

[Macau] One Central Stylish 2k=2% 1,349 ft2$14,839,000 (ref: 19095004)

== CONNECT

Sold Hellene Garden, Taipa, 3 beds ﬁ *C:ﬁg / .

W& |y MACAD jmlmacau
Rented Taipa Loft Unit, cradle of H Caritas M .
1 bed @ radle of nope ritas Macau lmlprnperty

hellu@jmlpruperty com

Rented Buckingham, Taipa, A @ www.jmlproperty.com

2 beds ﬁ Macau Bats Junior i +853 2835 2699
Macau Golf Masters

N4Z

Rugby Team
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UK youth orchestra plays
'Ode to Joy' alone but together

nationwide  lock-

down didn't stop
Britain’s National Youth
Orchestra from making
music — alone but to-
gether.

With the country in
its fourth week of isola-
tion to slow the spread
of the new coronavirus,
the collection of tee-
nage musicians from
across the U.K. can’t
meet in person the way
they usually do during
school holidays.

Instead, the orches-
tra’s 164 musicians ope-
ned their windows or
stood their doorsteps to
play 40 seconds of Bee-
thoven’s “Ode to Joy” at
5 p.m. (1600 GMT) on
Friday.

Members of the pu-
blic across Britain joi-
ned in on myriad ins-
truments — from violin
and viola to saxophone,
trombone and tuba —
and posted footage of
their performances on
social media using the
hashtag #NYOdetoJoy.
In London, Anglican

AP PHOTO

vicar Jeremy Fletcher
gave his rendition on an
electric guitar.

The performance
was dedicated to health
care staff, other essen-
tial workers and anyo-
ne who feels isolated in
their home.

Violinist Kynan

Walker, the 18-year-
-old orchestra leader,
said the performance
was intended as “a na-
tionwide gesture of gra-
titude.”

“Beethoven wanted
this music to be a com-
pletely new innovation
for classical music, but

i

also a message to socie-
ty in terms of uniting,
and this overwhelming
sense of joy,” he said.
“So it’s been great for us
to prepare something
that seems so relevant
to today — especially in
the circumstances that
we're in right now.” AP

NBC’S PEACOCK
LAUNCHING IN JULY WITH
HANDFUL OF ORIGINALS

TALI ARBEL

BCUNIVERSAL says its

video-streaming service
Peacock will launch natio-
nally in July as planned, even
though just a handful of its
original series will be ready.

The service was meant to
have a mix of originals, clas-
sic shows and movies, and
current NBC programming
like its late-night shows and
“Law & Order: SVU.” Origi-
nal shows are key to hooking
consumers inundated with
new streaming services,
but the coronavirus pande-
mic has largely shut down
Hollywood production.

Peacock was also suppo-
sed to get a big push from
the Olympics this summer,
but the quadrennial games
have been postponed until
2021.

Peacock now expects to
have “dozens” of premie-
res of originals in 2021, said
Matt Strauss, the company’s
chairman. It’s tricky to pre-
dict when Hollywood pro-
duction will return to nor-
mal after the coronavirus
shutdown.

Peacock is rolling out We-
dnesday to Comcast subs-
cribers as a sort of test before
the national launch. It is still
targeting July for a national
rollout, but is also looking at
moving up the date.

NBC is pitching Peaco-
ck as a free, ad-supported
streaming service in an at-
tempt to distinguish itself
from a slew of new paid-
-subscription services that
compete with market giant
Netflix, including Disney
Plus, Apple TV Plus and the
upcoming HBO Max.

In July, Peacock will have a
basic, free tier; a $5-a-mon-
th version with original se-
ries and other shows; and
an ad-free version for $10
a month. Comcast subscri-
bers get Peacock free, and
NBC wants to bundle it with
other platforms as well. Cab-
le company Cox has already
agreed to offer Peacock to its
subscribers for free.

Peacock is launching with
10 long-term ad sponsors.
It says it will limit ad time to
5 minutes or less per hour,
considerably shorter than on
traditional broadcast TV. AP
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inicio/starts: 23/04/2020
fim/finishes: 16/06/2020

monitora/monitor: Inés Dias Tercas e Quintas
Tuesdays and Thursdays
10h30 - 12h30

propinalfee:
total: 30 horas/hours MOP 1200 *

15 sessbes/sessions

lingua/language: Portugués e Inglés/Portuguese and English **  patrocinio/sponsor: Fundagao Macau

local/venue:
Avenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado n°431- 487 Edf. Industrial Nam Fung 14°andar A, sala 3, Macau

nimero maximo de participantes/maximum number of participants:

10 (Sera respeitada a ordem de inscri¢do sendo esta efetiva mediante o pagamento de propina).

10 (The registration order will be respected and registration is considered when payment is done).

* Contactar a sede da CPM para informagdes sobre modalidades de pagamento.
Please contact CPM's headquarters for payment information.

** Aulas com tradugao em Cantonés sempre que o nimero de alunos o justifique.
Sessions with Cantonese translation when the number of students justifies it.

morada/address: Rua Pedro Nolasco da Silva, n® 28, R.A.E. de Macau

tel: (853) 28 726 828 fax: (853) 28 726 818

portugal@macau.ctm.net

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,

We bring high quality of

X i Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
medical service to Macau

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Cheng San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
t Dr. Zhang Zhiqin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin

Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian

Paediatrics

DOr. Lam Kun Kuan

i Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
T.2832 2298 [ 2832 2229

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed
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I e s As global tourism collapses, so does the orchid industry in top expor- “There are barely any buyers, and even if we wanted to export
ter Thailand, where the flowers are regarded as a symbol of hospitality. ~ flowers, we couldn’'t do it because most of the passenger flights,

Global demand for cut flowers, from Thai orchids to Dutch tulips ~ which usually carry them, have been canceled,” said Sompong,
and Kenyan roses, has plummeted as businesses and hotels shutter ~ who estimated demand was down 95%.
worldwide and consumers stay at home. Thai orchid growers and exporters, employing some 50,000
Millions of orchids - used to decorate hotels and restaurants, and  workers, are just focusing now on keeping the farms going, while
for celebrations and events - are being cut and thrown outeveryday  they wait for buyers to return. As coronavirus cases and deaths kee-
because they can't find a buyer, according to Sompong Thaveesuk,  ping rising across the globe, and lockdowns seem set to continue,
vice president of the Thai Orchids Garden Enterprise Association. that may be some way off.

T

OPINION _

World Views

Ariel Procaccia, Bloomberg

WHY SCIENCE WON'T
ACE ITS COVID-19 TEST

A New York Times article published earlier this month
proclaimed that, according to scientists, “never before
have so many of the world’s researchers focused so ur-
gently on a single topic.” It went on to describe the race
to develop a coronavirus vaccine and drugs for treating
it, involving global collaborations of medical researchers.
Epidemiologists are also laboring tirelessly to save us from
the virus by modeling its spread and directing mitigation
efforts. Meanwhile, some macroeconomists are working
overtime to save us from the epidemiologists.

But that hardly accounts for most of the world’s resear-
chers, who specialize in disciplines as alphabetically di-
verse as aerobiology and zoopathology. In the U.S. alone
there are likely hundreds of thousands of scientists and
engineers who have the desire and knowledge to contri-
bute to the fight against the coronavirus. And those of us
working in academia continue to command the resources
and professional autonomy needed to refocus our work,
despite having decamped from proverbial ivory towers to
dingy basements.

So why haven't we seen a dramatic shift in academic re-
search priorities across all disciplines? One reason may be
lack of coordination.

Under normal circumstances, science works remarkably
well as a decentralized process, where researchers identify
problems they’re passionate about, study them with very
little oversight, and then hope to convince their peers that
their work is inspiring, profound or useful. Good resear-
ch projects are deliberative and careful, often taking years
from conception to publication.

In a crisis, however, the usual scientific process is inade-
quate.When it comes to dealing with the coronavirus, time

HONG KONG

US, UK CONDEMN
ARRESTS OF DEMOCRACY
ADVOCATES

E

AP PHOTO
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his home in Hong Kong

Media tycoon Jimmy Lai, who founded Hong Kong newspaper Apple Daily, is arrested by poI oicers at

United States con-
demned the arrests of at

that Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam has ignored their de-

countries of instigating the
protests and insists they're
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Germany A group of 47
unaccompanied children
evacuated from refugee
camps in Greece landed
in Germany on Saturday,
German officials said. The
Interior Ministry said the
minors landed in Hanover
on a flight from Athens.
They were all tested for
the coronavirus before
departure and will remain
in two-week quarantine
before moving on to other
German states

Jerusalem A small
group of Christian clerics
celebrated the Holy Fire
ceremony at the Church
of the Holy Sepulcherin
Jerusalem on Saturday as
the coronavirus pandemic

is of the essence, and the relevance of a project is determi- least 14 veteran pro-demo- mands and used the police  China’s internal affairs. prevented worshippers
ned by its potential to save lives, aid mitigation efforts, or cracy activists in Hong Kong  to suppress them. The Office of the Commis- from tatk|zg plart nthe
ancientritual.

alleviate the epidemic’s damage to society.

Scientists need an up-to-date, detailed understanding of
the situation on the ground in order to pinpoint feasible
problems whose solutions truly matter. This understan-
ding, in turn, can only arise from a system for large-scale
coordination and information sharing between the scien-
tific community and those managing the response to the
pandemic at all levels — which doesn't exist (at least in the
us.).

It would be a mistake to dismiss the absence of such a
system as yet another way in which we were woefully
unprepared for a pandemic. Admittedly, until a few mon-
ths ago pandemics were roughly in the same category as
sharknadoes from the public’s perspective: Most people
who feared these potential catastrophes were film critics.
But coordination and information-sharing are also requi-
red if scientists are to effectively respond to more familiar
disasters like earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, wildfires

on charges of joining massive
anti-government protests last
year, saying the police action
jeopardizes a high degree of
autonomy guaranteed the
southern Chinese city.
Among those arrested Sa-
turday were 81-year-old ac-
tivist and former lawmaker
Martin Lee and democracy
advocates Albert Ho, Lee
Cheuk-yan and Au Nok-hin.
Police also arrested media
tycoon Jimmy Lai, who fou-
nded the local newspaper

U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo in a statement
condemned the arrests.

“Beijing and its represen-
tatives in Hong Kong conti-
nue to take actions incon-
sistent with commitments
made under the Sino-British
Joint Declaration that in-
clude transparency, the rule
of law, and guarantees that
Hong Kong will continue to
‘enjoy a high degree of au-
tonomy,” Pompeo said. He
was referring to the 1997

sioner of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry in Hong Kong said
police were enforcing the law
against those suspected of
organizing and participating
in unauthorized assemblies,
and foreign countries have
no right to interfere, China’s
official Xinhua News Agency
reported.

“It is completely wrong
that the U.K. Foreign Office
spokesperson has distor-
ted the truth by painting
unauthorized  assemblies

AP PHOTO

Spain Passengers on a
luxury liner's around-the-
world cruise, begun before
the globe was gripped by
the coronavirus pandemic,
are finally approaching the
end of their odyssey after
15 weeks at sea. The ship,
the Costa Deliziosa, was
heading toward a portin

and oil spills. Apple Daily. handover of the fgnner Bﬂ— as ‘peacefyl protests, in a Spain before ending its
This exact point is one of the key conclusions of a pres- The sweeping crack- tish colony to China, which  bid to whitewash, condone journey in Italy.

cient report, “Science During Crisis,” which was published down amid a coronavirus promised the city would en-  and exonerate the anti-Chi- _

lastyear by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. ‘At pandemic is based on char-  joy political freedoms notaf- na troublemakers in Hong Africa now has more

the onset of a crisis,” the authors wrote, “a central curated ges of unlawful assembly forded mainland China. Kong,” the statement said. than 1,000 deaths from

clearinghouse developed in advance should be activated
to collect, disseminate, and coordinate relevant scientific
information.” The report makes a number of sensible and
equally unimplemented recommendations, but I believe
this is the one that would have made the biggest difference
(and can still make a difference in the future).

stemming from huge rallies
against proposed China
extradition legislation that
exposed deep divisions be-
tween democracy-minded

Attorney General William
Barr also weighed in with a
statement saying these even-
ts show how “antithetical the
values of the Chinese Com-

Lai, Lee Cheuk-yan and
Yeung Sum — a former
lawmaker from the Demo-
cratic Party who was also
arrested — were charged in

COVID-19, the Africa
Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
said Saturday, while Nigeria
said the president's chief
of staff had died. A total of

To be sure, despite the difficulties there already are plen- Hong Kongers and the Com- munist Party are to those February over their involve- 52 of the continent’s 54
ty of valuable contributions from scientists and engineers munist Party-ruled central ~we share in Western liberal — mentin arally on Aug. 31 last tckc:untnes have re 9;:1?
across many disciplines. To ease the shortage of medical : ; : € coronavirus, wi e

y p 8 government in Beijing. democracies. These actions year. overall nUmMber of cases

devices, economists from Boston College and MIT put
forward a clever triage protocol, and engineers from the
University of California, Berkeley, are designing kits that
convert sleep apnea devices into ventilators. As another
example, several apps created by computer scientists
and mathematicians anonymously trace users’ exposure
to the coronavirus. Applications of artificial intelligence
are somewhat less sporadic; in fact, a new public-private
consortium plans to invest $367 million in harnessing Al
against the virus.

But the scale of these timely initiatives is still tiny relati-
ve to grand scientific endeavors like the Apollo program,
which has made numerous cameos in commentary about
the pandemic. Even in the longer term I expect we won't
be seeing the epic mobilization of scientists that perhaps
would have been possible with better preparation and
coordination. That doesnt mean scientists won't play a key
role in defeating the coronavirus. The goal shouldn't be to
land on the moon, but merely to land on our feet.

The bill — which would
have allowed the residen-
ts of the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory to be sent
to mainland to stand trial —
has been withdrawn, but the
protests continued for more
than seven months, centered
around demands for voting
rights and an independent
inquiry into police conduct.

While the protests began
peacefully, they increasingly
descended into violence af-
ter demonstrators became
frustrated with the govern-
ment’s response. They feel

— along with its malign in-
fluence activity and indus-
trial espionage here in the
United States — demonstra-
te once again that the Chine-
se Communist Party cannot
be trusted.”

Britain's Foreign Office
also criticized the arrests,
saying “the right to peaceful
protest is fundamental to
Hong Kong’s way of life and
as such is protected in both
the Joint Declaration and the
Basic Law.”

Beijing has accused the
US. and other Western

The Hong Kong authori-
ties had denied permission
for most of the rallies and
police increasingly used tear
gas and pepper spray against
demonstrators, arresting
hundreds.

The League of Social De-
mocrats wrote in a Facebook
post on Saturday that its lea-
ders were among those ar-
rested, including chairman
Raphael Wong. They were
accused of participating in
two unauthorized protes-
ts on Aug. 18 and Oct. 1 last
year. AP

surpassing 20,000 on
Saturday.

Canadian police yesterday
asked residentsin a rural
area of the Atlantic coast
province of Nova Scotia

to stay in their homes as
they look for a suspected
shooter who may be
driving a police car andin
police uniform. The Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
said they had identified
the gunman in Portapique,
Nova Scotia as 51-year-
old Gabriel Wortman and
that several people were
shot.



