The Macao SAR
Government urges:

Let's all persist;
Wash hands frequently;
Wear a mask properly;
Avoid crowd gathering;
Keep a social distance;
Declare health conditions;
Reduce leaving Macao.
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China's ambassador
reportedly warned

Australia that its pursuit of

a coronavirus inquiry could
set off a boycott by Chinese
consumers. China also cited
faults with the U.S. response
to the outbreak and called
for Washington itself to
admit error. "Indeed, lately
inthe U.S. many people are
questioning whether the
U.S. government responded
in a timely and effective
manner and there are
concerns,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang
said yesterday.
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North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un's prolonged
public absence has led

to rumors of ill health

and worries about how it
could influence the future
of what one analyst calls
Northeast Asia's "Achilles’
heel," areference to the
North's belligerence and
unpredictable nature. But
there's a basic, unanswered
question, debated by the
media and government
intelligence services alike:
Are the rumors even true?
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Thailand yesterday
reported the country's
lowest number of new
cases of the coronavirus
inmore than six weeks, as
the government considers
easing some restrictions
imposed to control the
spread of the virus. Nine
new confirmed cases were
reported, the smallest
single-day increase since
March 14. Thailand has
confirmed 2,931 cases,
including 52 deaths. A
proposal will be submitted to
the Cabinet today for easing
restrictions according to
suggestions from the state
planning agency.

More on backpage
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OVER TEN EARTHQUAKES ABOVE MAGNITUDE 2
RECORDED IN GUANGDONG EVERY MONTH .25
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HKD BACK AT
STRONG END,
WITH MORE
INTERVENTION
LIKELY

HE Hong Kong dollar returned to

the strong end of its trading band
yesterday, increasing the likelihood
of the city’s de facto central bank ste-
pping in to defend the peg.

The Hong Kong dollar traded at
7.7500 per greenback yesterday after-
noon, according to data compiled by
Bloomberg. It has strengthened 0.5%
this year, making it the second-best
performer among 31 major curren-
cies, after the yen.

Funds have flowed into Hong Kong
to take advantage of higher interest
rates relative to the greenback. In
response, the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority (HKMA) has sold HKD7.71
billion ($995 million) of local dollars
since first intervening on April 21.

The Hong Kong dollar is pegged
to the U.S. dollar in a band that ran-
ges between HKD7.75 and 7.85 to the
U.S. dollar. In turn, the Macau pata-
ca is fixed to the Hong Kong dollar at
an exchange rate of 1.03. As the Hong
Kong dollar is pegged to the greenba-
ck, both special administrative re-
gions essentially import U.S. mone-
tary policy, although local banks are
not obliged to follow with lower retail
costs.

The selling of Hong Kong dollars
by the HKMA will add to liquidity in
the city, which is suffering from the
effects of the coronavirus pandemic.
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LYNZY VALLES

ACAU’S urban

infrastructure

could not cope

with even an
earthquake of medium inten-
sity, researchers have indica-
ted to the Times, citing the
apparent lack of earthquake-
-resistant structures across
the city.

Asia’s gambling hub is
missing earthquake mitiga-
tion in its urban planning as
the city’s high-rise buildings,
complex infrastructures, and
urban and touristic facilities
may not be able to withstand
earthquakes.

Earth science experts con-
tacted by the Times warned
that there is a need to raise
awareness about the earth-
quake tremors that have been
felt recently in the city, ad-
ding that even though they
are only tremors, the risks
should not be underestima-
ted.

Recent low-magnitude
earthquakes in neighboring
regions such as Guangdong
Province have been barely re-
gistered in Macau.

Last week, a magnitude
2.2 earthquake was detected
with the epicenter located
approximately 21 kilometers
southwest of Macau. Some
netizens said on social media
that they had felt the tremor.
In general, the population
can only notice seismic ac-
tivity when magnitudes are
above 2 to 3.

Agata Alveirinho Dias, an
associate professor from the
Institute of Science and En-
vironment at the University
of Saint Joseph expressed her
belief that while the region
must expect low-magnitude
earthquakes, there is an out-
side chance that more disas-
trous earthquakes could ac-
tually occur.

Dias, who is a geology ex-
pert, said that despite mode-
rate levels of seismic activity
in the city, the population
must be prepared for the oc-
currence of low to moderate
earthquakes with some fre-
quency.

“Macau lies within an ac-
tive seismic area (the Lia-
nhuashan seismic zone) and
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and surrounding areas

is directly affected by the
other ones. The seismic ac-
tivity is, contrarily to what is
believed, frequent but usually
of low magnitude,” said Dias.

The probability of strong
earthquakes
(magnitude 8 or
above) occurring
is extremely low.
Even magnitude

prepared,” said Dias.

“There are some earth-
quake-proof buildings in
Macau [such as] the Macau
Tower and the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, but

Geologist Agata
Dias said that despite

Since the city has chan-
ged dramatically in line with
rapid economic growth, the
large concentration of hi-
gh-rise buildings, complex
infrastructures, urban and
touristic facilities,
and a significant
proportion of re-
claimed land face
potential seismic

6 earthquakes are moderate Ievels of risks.

very rare for Ma- . . = . = To answer
cau, according to seismic aCt“’lty In the whether the city
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activity of magni-
tudes 2 to 3 is al-
most undetectab-
le for most people,
and the damage is
none or residual,
the same is not
true for magnitu-
des 4 to 6 earthquakes. They
can cause significant impac-
ts, particularly if the popula-
tion and structures such as
buildings and bridges are not
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must be prepared for
the occurrence of low to
moderate earthquakes

with some frequency

the majority of buildings,
particularly ones in older re-
sidential areas, are likely to
be unfit to resist even mode-
rate earthquakes,” she added.

earthquake, Dias
believes that the
recent small ear-
thquake plays a

significant  part
in educating the
population on

how to act during

these events and encouraging

the integration of earthquake

mitigation in the city’s urban
planning.

“If these small tremors
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resist even moderate earthquakes
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Earthquake risk map of coastal zone of Southeast China

could serve to promote popula-
tion awareness and a rethinking
of strategies that can help to
mitigate the effect of a possible
stronger earthquake, then, the-
se small quakes are welcome,”
said the expert.

Takashi Nakagawa, an asso-
ciate professor at The University
of Hong Kong’s Department of

CovID-19

Earth Sciences said that the ef-
fects of earthquakes, even tho-
se that occur in nearby regions,
should not be downplayed.

Nakagawa said that althou-
gh the probability of modera-
te seismic activity occurring in
Macau is low, the risk and the
extent of damage is relatively
high.

“Many Hong Kong and Macau
people believe that the risk of an
earthquake is low, which is a dan-
gerous thought,” the academic
told the Times.

“I'would recommend people li-
ving here to learn the mechanism
of the earthquake and its risks as
soon as possible. Then they can
prepare for the future impact from

such events,” he added.

For example, study of the
natural disaster should be in-
corporated into students’ tex-
tbooks in the two SARs, he su-
ggested. That would help stu-
dents to be better prepared to
deal with earthquake hazards,
should they occur.

“Students should learn more
about natural hazards,” said
Nakagawa. “Aside from flooding
and extreme weather, students
must also be briefed on seismic
and volcanic activities and their
risks. This is a good practice for
their preparedness.”

The recent 2.2 magnitude
earthquake was the second mi-
nor earthquake that was felt in
the city this year.

The first was on January 5
with a 3.5 magnitude, which oc-
curred in the seas under the ad-
ministration of the Xiangzhou
District in Zhuhai.

Larger-scale earthquakes
were recorded several decades
ago and were felt in Macau, in-
cluding the 7.3 magnitude ear-
thquake recorded on February
13, 1918 in Nan’ao, Guangdong.

The recent two earthquakes
were generated by faults from
the Lianhuashan seismic zone,
however they were located in
different faults. The latest one
was due to the movement of
the Nimenwan fault, whereas
the previous earthquake had its
epicentre in waters southeast of
Macau and is spatially related
to the Qi’ao-Guishan fault.

According to Nakagawa, the
geologic map of Hong Kong,
Macau, and Guangdong Pro-
vince shows several faults but
many of their activities are
inactive.

However, they could be reac-
tivated if the geologic setting
changes due to the dynamics
configuration of the Earth. Ac-
cording to the current geological
feature, Hong Kong and Macau
seem to be located in the stable
plate.

On average, more than 10
earthquakes above magnitude 2
are recorded in Guangdong Pro-
vince every month. During just
one year, dozens of tremors can
be recorded in the estuary of the
Pearl River alone.

Dias explained that the theory
of plate tectonics suggests the
occurrence of most earthquakes,
since they result from repeated
accumulation and release of ten-
sion at the contacts between dif-
ferentially moving plates.

The most damaging earth-
quakes occur along plate bou-
ndaries, which explains why
stronger earthquakes are usually
noted in regions on or adjacent
to subduction zones such as Ja-
pan, Indonesia, Taiwan and the
Philippines.

More than 90% of earthquakes
have their origin at plate boun-
daries, however intraplate seis-
mic events that take place far
away from the plate boundaries,
also occur.

“Although Macau is relatively
close to major plate boundaries,
such as the contacts between the
Eurasian-Philippines plates and
the Eurasian-Australian plates,
it is located intraplate, that is,
far from a direct influence of the
boundaries movement between
those plates,” explained Dias.

“This fact explains why seis-
mic activity is weaker and less
frequent than, for example, in
Taiwan or Japan,” Dias added.

Patient who tested positive again remains in good health

Lo said that the situa-

convalescence.

JULIE ZHU

Covid-19 patient who

was discharged from
hospital isolation has tes-
ted positive again during
his convalescence period,
as announced during yes-
terday’s daily press con-
ference of the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and
Coordination Center.

The patient is the 15th
confirmed case in the
city. He left the Conde S.
Janudrio Hospital (CH-
CSJ) on April 12 and en-
tered a convalescence pe-
riod at the Public Health
Clinical Centre in Coloa-

ne. On April 25 and 26,
which were his 13th and
14th days at the Coloane
center, he tested positive
for Covid-19.

According to Lo Ilek
Long, medical director at
CHCS]J, from the first day
of testing positive for Co-
vid-19, the patient did not
experience any discom-
fort. During his entire
treatment at the hospital,
he did not manifest any
Covid-19 symptoms and
remained “strong.” He
was also asymptomatic
during the convalescen-
ce at the Coloane health
center.

tion in which a patient
tests positive again is nor-
mal and well-understood
by medical professionals
globally.

Globally, there have
been cases in which pa-
tients have tested positive
again after fully recove-
ring or after testing nega-
tive from the virus. Accor-
ding to Lo, between 1%
and 4% of patients wor-
Idwide have tested posi-
tive again after recovery.
From a medicinal science
perspective, it is a normal
phenomenon.

The SAR government

will not relocate the pa-
tient back to hospital iso-
lation but will keep him at
the Coloane health center
until another two negati-
ve test results are recor-
ded.

Lo also affirmed that
the health authority has
been implementing the
same medical measures
and standards at both the
hospital and the Coloane
center. Medical profes-
sionals working at the Co-
loane center and CHCS]J
are from the same medi-
cal team, according to Lo.

In saying this, Lo re-
minded the public not to

worry whether this pa-
tient has already trans-
mited the virus to others,
because he was still un-
der a high-standard me-
dical monitoring during
his convalescence.
Yesterday, the 32nd
patient was discharged
from hospital and is now
in isolation at the Co-
loane health center. In
total, Macau still has 13
patients with Covid-19.
Eight are receiveing
medical treamtent at
the public hospital and
five are in the Coloane
health center. A further
twenty people are in

Yesterday also marks
the 19th day no new cases
of Covid-19 were registe-
red.

From yesterday, the
Education and Youth Af-
fairs Bureau (DSEJ]) has
been performing nucleic
and screening tests for
Covid-19 on all teachers,
school staff and cross-
-border students ahead
of class resumption. As of
5 p.m. yesterday, 758 tea-
ching staff had been tes-
ted. According to Lo, cur-
rently, the public hospital
can perform 2,000 tests
per day.
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RENATO MARQUES

HE implementation of

relief measures to help

companies and indivi-

duals to face the eco-
nomic crisis generated by the
Covid-19 outbreak, as well as
questions on the renewal of the
gaming licenses due to expire
in 2022, together drew the most
interest from lawmakers during
yesterday’s discussion of the sec-
torial policies for the economy at
the Legislative Assembly (AL).

The lawmakers wanted to
know from Secretary for Economy
and Finance Lei Wai Nong how
some of the measures previously
announced to support the revita-
lization of the economy would be
implemented. They also asked if
the government intends to extend
some of them to help local society
adjust to a forecasted long period
in which the aftermath of the co-
ronavirus will still be felt by both
families and enterprises.

In addition, several lawmakers
aired concerns over the expira-
tion of gaming concessions due
to occur in June 2022.

The lawmakers took the oppor-
tunity of the presence of Secretary
Lei at the AL to ask for more de-
tails and a schedule on how the
process for the tendering of the
new concessions will take place.

AD

POLICY ADDRESS

Lawmakers hone in on economic relief

‘CLEAR PICTURE’ ON NEW
CASINO DEALS THIS YEAR

To the many questions of
legislators on the topic of the

new gaming concessions and
the laws that will rule them,
Secretary Lei announced that
when the government laun-

ches the public consultation
document on the topic - which
he assured will happen within
this year - all the lawmakers’

questions, as well as doub-
ts from stakeholders, will be
cleared.

“When we publish the [pu-
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measures and pl

blic] consultation document, I
think everyone will have a clear
idea about the direction we
want to go and what we want
to do [regarding the new ga-
ming concessions],” Lei finally
said in reply to a suggestion of
lawmaker Angela Leong calling
for the introduction of a rule to
guarantee that a percentage of
profits from casino operators
would have to be mandatorily
invested in projects in Macau.

On the topic, Lei also advan-
ced that the public consulta-
tion will aim to collect opinions
from across society for the legal
production of new regulations
that will support the tender.
They will include “elements re-
lated to non-gaming activities,
corporate social responsibility
of the concessionaires as well
as the support paid by the ga-
ming concessionaires to small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) and micro-enterprises.

Several other lawmakers, in-
cluding gaming scholar Davis
Fong, questioned the secretary
on the topic, noting that time
is running short for a proper
evaluation and legal produc-
tion of the tender regulations.

To such concerns, Lei replied
that he and his staff have been
working on the matter since he
took office. He said that the go-
vernment is now in a position
to make better assessments
than during the last round of
concessions in 2001.

“We will prepare the consul-
tation well,” said Lei. “We will
not just look at the bigger pic-
ture but we will also pay atten-
tion to the details.”

Lawmakers Ella Lei and
Wang Sai Man suggested that
both non-gaming contribu-

“

tions and the support and in-
tegration of SMEs in the busi-
nesses of the concessionaires
should be included in the new
concessions. These lawmakers
said such measures would help
to drive the city’s economic di-
versification forward and that
it would safeguard the many
jobs among the resident popu-
lation that are closely tied to,
or dependent on, the casino
sector.

RELIEF MEASURES DESIGNED
TO BOOST CONSUMPTION

Secretary Lei explained yes-
terday that the main objectives
behind the economy relief mea-
sures adopted by the adminis-
tration in recent months is to
stimulate internal consump-
tion and develop infrastructure
works.

Questioned on the measures
that the government has alrea-
dy launched, Lei explained that
they seek to boost internal con-
sumption over the remainder of
the year.

For Lei, this allows the gover-
nment to address the problems
in a more “proactive manner,”
and “revitalize the economy
with effective measures that
can be immediately absorbed
by the market.”

“When the epidemic stabi-
lizes in China and Hong Kong,
we can have more people cir-
culating and coming to Macau,”
said Lei, when pressed on what
the government has in store
next.

“This does not mean that
consumption will be reestab-
lished immediately, but step-
-by-step we will achieve that,”
he added. “We hope to offer
accommodation fares at lower

prices and to do other kinds
of promotions related to res-
taurants and similar establish-
ments to stimulate the con-
sumption [from visitors]. This
will influence many business
sectors, including tour guides.”

LABOR ISSUES REQUIRE
A CHANGE OF MINDSET

Another of the topics that
raised many concerns from
lawmakers was related to labor
conflicts, a rise in the unem-
ployment rate of residents, and
measures taken by the com-
panies that terminated con-
tracts and left a large number of
workers either on unpaid leave
or made redundant.

In reply to these lawmakers,
who included Sulu Sou, Au Kam
San, Agnes Lam, José Pereira
Coutinho, Ella Lei, and others,
the Secretary for Economy and
Finance said that the mind-
set of local workers needed to
change.

“There are many job posi-
tions that historically have a
low occupancy rate by resident
workers, but at these times
when there is a change in the
economy, maybe locals need to
rethink and consider accepting
some of these jobs. The current
economic situation calls for
special measures.”

Lawmaker Ella Lei was
calling yesterday for non-local
workers to be replaced by Ma-
cauresidents. But the Secretary
replied that Macau “cannot de-
pend only on local workers.”

He said that the policy of the
government of having non-re-
sident workers patch critical la-
bor shortages has not changed.
“We cannot depend only on lo-
cal workers. We know we need

non-resident workers for many
positions such as hotel staff,
cleaning, security, and restau-
rant-related jobs.”

In reply to Sou, Lei also ad-
vanced that the latest data
showed nearly 1,600 workers
have already been made redun-
dant. For these cases, the secre-
tary said that the Labour Affairs
Bureau has already found alter-
native positions for around 700
of them which involved in the
majority of the cases a change
from jobs in civil construction
sector to other industries.

As for the others, “they will
start receiving an unemploy-
ment subsidy that will grant
them 150 patacas per day whi-
le we are trying [to find them
other employment].”

Several lawmakers also ex-
pressed their concern regar-
ding university and high school
students who are about to gra-
duate. They asked what the go-
vernment will do to help newly-
-graduated students entering
the workforce for the first time
this year.

According to lawmaker Chan
Hong, there will be around
4,500 new graduates trying to
find a job this year.

Secretary Lei admitted that
new graduates might struggle
to find work once they conclu-
de their studies. He said he is in
talks with large companies in
the SAR to promote internships
with a duration of three mon-
ths, so that the new workforce
entrants can gain experience.
Meanwhile, these companies
can decide who they might
want to hire once the economic
climate improves.

Lei added that he hopes that
not only gaming and hospitali-

an for casino concessions

ty companies can participate in
this program, but also firms in
the finance and insurance sec-
tors.

MANY MORE
UNANSWERED PROPOSALS

Some of the questions and
suggestions made by lawmakers
yesterday went unanswered.

Among them was a proposal
from lawmaker Mak Soi Kun to
grant to all local residents a se-
cond handout this year.

The handout is the colloquial
term for the cash disbursement
policy officially known as the
Wealth Partaking Scheme. Un-
der the scheme, this year per-
manent residents are entitled
to receive 10,000 patacas and
non-permanent residents 6,000
patacas.

The lawmaker’s proposal was
based on the idea that, accor-
ding to Mak, the existing mea-
sures advanced by the govern-
ment are insufficient to cushion
the local population from the
economic fallout of Covid-19.

Meanwhile, lawmakers Chan
Hong and Leong Sun Iok want
the government to find a solu-
tion to control the prices of fuel
products. While Chan propo-
sed the indexation of prices to
those in international markets,
Leong suggested the creation of
a public concession that could
allow the government to exerci-
se control over price.

Chan also wanted the gover-
nment to find an exception ar-
rangement so that all residents
unable to apply for the elec-
tronic consumption vouchers
due to being in the process of
renewing their ID cards, will be
able to do so in the second pha-
se of the program.
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COURTS

TRIAL OF FORMER IPIM CHIEF ACCUSED
OF CORRUPTION POSTPONED

HE trial of Jackson Chang,

former President of the Ma-
cau Trade and Investment Pro-
motion Institute (IPIM), due to
commence yesterday, was pos-
tponed at the last minute.

The first hearing of the trial,
in which Chang stands accused
of corruption, was postponed by
request of the public prosecutor
after it learned that several defen-
dants were absent without justifi-
cation.

In October of 2018, Chang be-
came the suspect of a criminal in-
vestigation for alleged irregulari-
ties at IPIM including the unlaw-
ful granting of residency status
through investment and techni-
cal immigration applications.

The investigation followed
a July report compiled by the
Commission Against Corruption
(CCAC) that exposed the irre-
gularities, suggesting that IPIM
had not done its due diligence
in ensuring that investment and
technical residency applications
were processed according to the
law.

The CCAC pointed out that
IPIM lacked stringent vetting and
approval mechanisms for major
investment immigration appli-
cations. It also determined that
the investment amounts of some
major immigration investment

AD b

TR tH SR

Jackson Chang, former President of the Macau Trade and Investment Promotion Institute

projects were too low, and a sig-
nificant number of the amounts
in some of the major investment
immigration project applications
related to immovable property
investments.

When processing technical
immigration applications, the-
re were problems such as a lack
of stringent vetting and appro-
val criteria, leading to technical
immigration applicants rarely

staying in Macau, and obtaining
temporary residency through fic-
titious employment.

Chang’s case has a total of 26
defendants. The prosecution has
90 witnesses, of which 10 are from
the Commission Against Corrup-
tion and 16 are from IPIM.

Chang is the first defendant
and faces 18 charges, including
one count of criminal syndicate,
four counts of bribery, one count

DISEASE CONTROL GUIDE
®

of breach of confidentiality, three
counts of abuse of power, six
counts of money laundering and
three false declarations of proper-
ty and interests.

Ian Iat Chun, a 48-year-old civil
servant, is the second defendant.
The third defendant is Gléria Ba-
talha Ung, a 57-year-old civil ser-
vant. These three defendants all
previously served at IPIM. The
fourth defendant is Ng Kuok Sao,

a businessman aged 48, while the
fifth defendant is 51-year-old bu-
sinesswoman, Annette Ng.

The other defendants inclu-
de Chang’s wife and daughter, as
well as six individuals who alle-
gedly obtained their Macau resi-
dency permits by bribery.

The indictment has divided
the case into multiple parts, in-
cluding organizing criminal
groups, and bribery.

According to the indictment,
Ng Kuok Sao and Annette Ng
created the alleged criminal
group in 2010. The pair own se-
veral companies in Macau. They
are accused of forging fake em-
ployment records to make un-
qualified non-local people able
to apply for residence in Macau,
charging a high fee for the service.

After Jackson Chang was
appointed as IPIM president
in 2011, he came into frequent
contact with Ng Kuok Sao. Since
2012, Ng Kuok Sao is said by the
public prosecutor to have bribed
Chang. The prosecution’s indict-
ment claimed that Ng Kuok Sao
bribed Chang so that he could
obtain the confidential informa-
tion in IPIM’s residence review
procedure as well as the approval
progress of an application at any
time.

From 2014, Ng Kuok Sao is ac-
cused of bribing Ian Iat Chun by
selling Ian properties in main-
land China at a price far below
the market level. Ian is accused
of providing inside informa-
tion for Ng Kuok Sao regarding
IPIM’s residence application
procedure. JZ

1990S GANGSTER RETURNED
TO MACAU WHERE HE WILL
STAND TRIAL

time did not account

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS PNEUMONIA (NCP)

SOURCE OF
INFECTION

MODE OF
TRANSMISSION

INCUBATION
PERIOD

CLINICAL
FEATURES

OVERVIEW OF

Source of infection are mainly patients of NCP.
Asymptomalic patients are also a likely source.

Direct or indirect contact of respiratory droplets via the
eyes, nose or mouth; the most common form of indirect
contact is the touching of eyes, nose or mouth with dirty

hands.

1-14 days (usually 3-7 days)

Fever, tiredness, dry cough; some patients may also
develop symptoms like nasal obstruction, runny nose,

sore throat or diarrhoea,

MANAGEMENT AND Trﬁﬂh’ﬂﬂﬂl‘ 15 l'l'!ﬂll‘ll}" !.uppnrhve sﬂmﬂ COsas ara

PROGNOSIS

NCP IS TREATABLE IF DETECTED EARLY

Hmmﬂﬁmﬁhﬂg wohpqgnm

severe; fatal cases have bean reported. Older

atients and peoph with chronic diseases are at a

ighar risk of developing severe complications.
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HE mainland po-

lice authority has
returned a Macau re-
sident to the Judiciary
Police (P]J) who was
allegedly involved in
four  armed-robbery
cases in Macau back in
the 1990s.

The man, aged 55,
and his associates,
were accused of com-
mitting armed robbery
against a bank and
multiple casinos, Ca-
sino Taipa and Lisboa
Casino, between 1991
and 1994.

In total, he is belie-
ved to have been invol-
ved in four robbery ca-
ses linked to 43 million
patacas in cash and ca-
sino chips.

During the robbe-
ries, the suspect was
armed with a large
number of weaons in-
cluding pistols and
rifles, and sometimes

even opened fire.

In 1994, the man and
his associates were ar-
rested in Zhuhai and
given death sentences.
The sentence was la-
ter changed, resulting
in the man spending
more than 20 years in
a mainland prison. Yes-
terday, his jail sentence
was completed and the
mainland authority re-
turned him to Macau.

The suspect’s prison
sentence on the main-
land does not, howe-
ver, pertain to crimes
he stands accused of
in Macau, according to
the PJ.

Besides robbing
banks and casinos, the
man is also accused of
robbing taxis, illegally
accommodating crimi-
nals in Macau, and fa-
cilitating illegal immi-
gration to Macau. The
man’s mainland jail

for his part in these cri-
mes.

After the man was
transferred to Macau,
the PJ escorted him
straight to the Coloane
prison, where he will
await his Macau trial.

The PJ, after discus-
sion with mainland
courts, considered it
necessary for the man
to also be trialed in
Macau.

The suspect is accu-
sed of masterminding
four armed robbery
cases. He was repor-
tedly responsible for
purchasing weapons as
well as for planning the
heists. He is also said
to have enlisted other
robbers from main-
land China to take part
in the crimes as well
as provided them with
accommodation and
food in Macau. JZ
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Nations, US states each chart
their own path on reopening

ELENA BECATOROS,
JILL LAWLESS & NICK PERRY

ATIONS and U.S. states

have begun easing co-

ronavirus lockdowns,

each pursuing their
own approach but all with a com-
mon goal: restarting their econo-
mies without triggering another
surge of infections.

Restrictions are being lifted pie-
cemeal with no clear signs of coor-
dination among countries. Some
have restarted construction work,
while others never shut it down in
the first place. Hair salons and res-
taurants were reopening in some
U.S. states, while elsewhere such
steps are weeks away.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson was back at work yester-
day after a bout with the virus that
by his own account nearly cost the
55-year-old his life.

Johnson said Britain was star-
ting to “turn the tide” on the ou-
tbreak but added “itis also the mo-
ment of maximum risk” because
easing the lockdown that now
lasts until May 7 could produce a
spike in infections.

“I refuse to throw away all the
effort and the sacrifice of the Bri-
tish people and to risk a second
major outbreak and huge loss of
life and the overwhelming of the
NHS (National Health Service),”
he said. “I ask you to contain your
impatience.”

Technology is likely to play an
important role in helping coun-
tries ease their restrictions. Many
governments are working on mo-
bile virus-tracking apps and other
technology, keen for automated
solutions to the time-consuming
task of tracing an infected person’s
contacts.

The apps use either geo-loca-
tion data or Bluetooth technolo-
gy to detect when a user comes
near an infected person. But ac-
tivists and researchers worry that
temporary measures to increase
surveillance may become perma-
nent.

“We can't allow our response to
this pandemic to be used as a jus-
tification for compromising peo-
ple’s digital safety and security,”
said Michael Kleinman, director
of Amnesty International’s Silicon
Valley Initiative.

In Australia, which has had few
COVID-19 deaths, Chief Health
Officer Damian Murphy said tes-
terday he was “really excited” by
the early popularity of an app de-
signed to accelerate contact tra-
cing.

Within 12 hours of the Austra-
lian-developed COVIDsafe app
becoming available, 1.13 million
of Australia’s 26 million people had
downloaded it onto their smar-

AP PHOTO

An employee walks past vehicles in producti
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on with a face mask in the VW plant in Wolfsburg, Germany, yesterday

tphones, despite some privacy
concerns.

Australian officials intend to
outlaw using the collected data for
purposes other than tracing po-
tential COVID-19 cases. They have
also promised to release the app’s
source code within two weeks so
independent analysts can better
understand how it works.

The government says at least
40% of Australia's population
needs to use the technology based
on Singapore’s TraceTogether app
for it to be effective. Authorities
hope the app will help Australia,
which has 83 recorded coronavi-
rus deaths, safely reopen the eco-
nomy by enabling health officials
to quickly identify and contain
new outbreaks.

Singapore was among the first
to launch its contact-tracing app.
Other countries, including France,
Switzerland and Britain, are also
developing their own.

South Korea will be issuing spe-
cial electronic wristbands to alert
officials if people under quaranti-
ne try to leave their homes. Hong
Kong has also been issuing qua-
rantine wristbands to arrivals to
ensure they stay indoors during
their mandatory two-week qua-
rantine.

European countries, where pri-
vacy rights are generally strong,
were taking a more cautious
approach.

Italy’s app, developed by the
Milan-based tech company Ben-
ding Spoons, will be voluntary. As
an incentive, officials are pitching
it as a way for Italians to commu-
nicate remotely with their doctors,
and warn it will only be effective if
more than 60% of Italians use it.

Government officials have as-
sured Italians their data will be
kept in Italy, on a government
platform that respects all national
and European Union privacy nor-
ms.

Seven weeks into Italy’s strict
lockdown, Premier Giuseppe Con-
telaid out a long-awaited timetab-
le for easing restrictions. Factories,
construction sites and wholesale
supply businesses can resume
when they implement safety mea-
sures.

From May 4 parks and gar-
dens will reopen, funerals will
be allowed, athletes can resume
training, and people can visit re-
latives in the same region. Stores
and museums reopen May 18,
and restaurants, cafes and salons
onJune 1.

Professional sports teams can
resume training on May 18, mea-
ning the Serie A soccer league cou-
ld resume games in June.

Spain’s Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez was to present details for
the “de-escalation” of his country’s
lockdown today, but said it would
be cautious. His French and Greek
counterparts were also unveiling
their reopening plans today.

Spain’s easing of restrictions ki-
cked off Sunday as children under
14 were allowed to leave their ho-
mes for the first time in six weeks.
Health authorities urged parents
to be responsible after some bea-
ch fronts and city promenades fil-
led up with families.

“The impact in the epidemic
can be a step backwards that can
be much harder than what we
have seen until now,” warned
Fernando Simén, head of Spain’s
health emergency coordination
center.

The Czech Republic, another
country with few COVID-19 dea-
ths, was also easing restrictions,
opening smaller stores, zoos, bo-

OFFICIALS: NO MORE
HOSPITALIZED WUHAN PATIENTS

HAN, the city at the center of China’s coro-
navirus outbreak, has no more hospitalized
patients after the last 12 were discharged Sunday,
the Hubei province health commission said.
Hubei’s remaining patients were all in Wuhan,
the provincial capital where the outbreak took the
heaviest toll in China. The 3,869 people who died in
the city account for more than 80% of the country’s

reported deaths.

“It is a historic day,” said a report in a newspaper
owned by the Wuhan government and posted on

the city’s website.

Hubei has no more suspected cases in its hos-

ted yesterday.

tanical parks, fitness centers and
driving schools. Public gatherings
of up 10 people were allowed but
social distancing and face masks
remainedmandatory.

In a boost for the economy, the
three Czech plants of Skoda Auto
belonging to Germany’s carmaker
Volkswagen renewed production
yesterday. The company employs
some 34,000 people.

The viruss official death toll
neared 207,000 worldwide, with
almost 3 million confirmed in-
fections, according to a tally by
Johns Hopkins University. The
pandemic’s true toll is believed
to be much higher, because of
inadequate testing, differences in
counting the dead and some go-
vernments concealing the extent
of their outbreaks.

The U.S. death toll was nearly
55,000 — close to the 58,000 U.S.
troops killed during the entire
Vietnam War. Italy, Britain, Spain
and France accounted for more
than 20,000 deaths each.

There were some encouraging
signs, as Italy recorded its lowest
24-hour number of deaths since
mid-March, with 260. New York
state registered its fewest since
late last month, with 367.

In China, state-run media said
hospitals in Wuhan, the pande-
mic’s original epicenter, no longer
have any COVID-19 patients. And
Japan's central bank eased mo-
netary policy, prompting a stock
market surge.

Some worry that lifting lock-
down measures too soon could
spark a resurgence in infections.
In the U.S,, the split in approaches
has often been along partisan li-
nes.

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt, a
Republican, said with hospitali-
zations dropping, he will reopen
churches and restaurant dining
Friday while keeping social-dis-
tancing guidelines.

But Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer, a Democrat, told ABC
her state is not ready and needs
more robust testing, community
tracing and a plan for isolating the
sick.

“We've got to be nimble and we
have to follow the science and be
really smart about how we reenga-
ge,” she said. AP

pitals, though 1,728 people who had close contact
with an infected person remain under medical ob-
servation, the province’s health commission repor-

Patients remain hospitalized elsewhere in Chi-
na, including 67 in Shanghai and three in Beijing.
Many cities have seen an influx of cases from over-
seas, prompting the government to curtail interna-

tional flights and entry sharply.

With the easing of the crisis, a central govern-
ment team that had overseen the response in Hu-

bei since late January departed yesterday, China’s

official Xinhua News Agency said.
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South Korea maintains
Kim Jong Un health
rumors are untrue

This satellite image shows an

overview of Wonsan leader

ship complex

in North Korea. A t

spotted on the country’s east coast since last week

rain prbabl belongi

T
ng to Kim Jong Un has bee

)

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

OUTH Korea’s gover-

nment has dismissed

rumors that North

Korean leader Kim
Jong Un is in fragile condi-
tion, as speculation about
his health intensifies amid
the North’s silence on his
whereabouts.

There are concerns, parti-
cularly in Seoul and Washin-
gton, about what would
happen to North Korea and
its nuclear program if any-
thing had actually happe-
ned to Kim. For South Korea
and the U.S., Kim’s absence
would mean the departure
of a man they've dealt with
over the past two years to
try to achieve the North’s

denuclearization, though
talks have stalled in recent
months.

Unification Minister Kim
Yeon-chul told a closed-
-door forum in Seoul that
South Korea has “enough in-
telligence to confidently say
that there are no unusual
developments” in rival Nor-
th Korea that would back
up speculation about Kim’s
health, his ministry said yes-
terday.

The minister would not
reveal at Sunday’s forum

what specific intelligence
led to that conclusion, but
he stressed that it was rea-
ched after a thorough analy-
sis.

The rumors about Kim'’s
health began to swirl after
he missed the April 15 com-
memoration of the 108th
birthday of his grandfather,
North Korea founder Kim
11 Sung. Kim Jong Un is the
third generation of his fa-
mily to rule North Korea,
and he hadn’t missed the
event, one of the most im-
portant in the North, since
assuming power after his
father, Kim Jong 1Il, died in
late 2011.

North Korea’s state media
has since made no mention
of Kim’s health or his pu-
blic activities, though they
said he had received some
messages of greeting from
foreign countries. Yester-
day, North Korea’s state TV
broadcast said Kim sent
his thanks to workers and
officials at a tourist resort
construction site on the east
coast.

The unification minister’s
comments are a reiteration
of earlier South Korean sta-
tements that Kim Jong Un
appeared to be handling
state affairs normally and

that no unusual activities
had been detected in Nor-
th Korea. Those comments,
however, failed to dispel the
rumors about Kim.

Asthe absolute leader of a
country with a nuclear wea-
pons program, Kim’s health
is matter of intense interest
both regionally and globally.
If something were to ha-
ppen to Kim, some experts
say it could lead to instabili-
ty in North Korea.

South Korea’s presiden-
tial office earlier said it has
information that Kim has
been staying out of Pyon-
gyang, North Korea’s capital,
and that there had been no
emergency readiness order
issued by the North’'s mili-
tary or the ruling Workers’
Party that likely would have
been made if Kim were truly
in serious condition.

Yesterday, South Korean
President Moon Jae-in re-
peated an offer to conduct
some inter-Korean coopera-
tion projects such as a joint
anti-coronavirus  quaran-
tine campaign. Moon also
said he will strive for mutual
prosperity “based on con-
fidence between Chairman
Kim and me and our firm
resolve to [achieve] peace.”

Yesterday was the se-

cond anniversary of Moon’s
first summit with Kim at
the Korean border village of
Panmunjom. Moon, a libe-
ral who favors a negotiated
settlement of the North Ko-
rean nuclear issue, facilita-
ted U.S.-North Korea nu-
clear diplomacy, including
the first summit between
President Donald Trump
and Kim in Singapore in
June 2018.

A US. official, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because he wasn't authori-
zed to talk to the media, said
earlier this week that the
latest rumors about Kim’s
health had not changed the
U.S. assessment of the infor-
mation as “speculation.”

Satellite photos released
Saturday by 38 North, a we-
bsite specializing in North
Korea studies, showed that a
train likely belonging to Kim
has been parked at his com-
pound on the country’s east
coast since last week.

“The train’s presence does
not prove the whereabouts
of the North Korean leader
or indicate anything about
his health, but it does lend
weight to reports that Kim
is staying at an elite area on
the country’s eastern coast,”
38 North said. AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in history @
1986 SOVIETS ADMIT

NUCLEAR ACCIDENT

The Soviet Union
has acknowled-
ged there has been
an accident at the
Chernobyl nuclear
power plantin Ukrai-
ne.

The report, from
the official news
agency, Tass, said
there had been casualties but gave no details of num-
bers. It said aid was being sent to the injured.

The report said that one of the reactors had been
damaged in the accident, but gave no further details
beyond saying that measures were being taken to
“eliminate the consequences of the accident”. It also
claimed the accident was the first at a Soviet power
station.

The report was the first confirmation of a major nu-
clear catastrophe since monitoring stations in Swe-
den, Finland and Norway began reporting sudden high
discharges of radioactivity in the atmosphere two
days ago.

The accidentis believed to be the most seriousinthe
history of nuclear power, worse even than that at the
Three-Mile Island power station in the United States
in 1979, when there was some release of radioactivity
but nobody was injured.

The Chernobyl nuclear power plant, just north of
Kiev, consists of four nuclear reactors, known as light-
-water cooled, graphite-moderated reactors - a type
hardly used outside the Soviet Union.

Nuclear experts say the levels of radioactivity recor-
ded indicate that the nuclear core of the damaged
reactor may have melted down.

The number of casualties, both immediately and in
the future, from radiation sickness, is expected to be
high, although the exact number may never be known.
Itis not believed, however, that there is any risk to the
health of anyone outside the Soviet Union.

The discharge of radioactivity was so great that by
the time the fallout reached Sweden, 1,000 miles
away, it was still powerful enough to register twice the
natural level of radioactivity in the atmosphere.

The sudden jump in radioactivity levels was enough
to prompt a full-scale alert in Sweden, which initially
believed the accident had happened at its own nuclear
power station, on the Baltic coast. The evacuation of
600 workers had been ordered before experts reali-
sed that the source of the radioactivity must have
been within the Soviet Union.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Chernobyl remains the world's worst civil nuclear disaster.

It emerged that design flaws hadled to a power surge, caus-
ing massive explosions which blew the top off the reactor.
Estimates of the numbers affected vary tremendously. A
reportin 2005 by the Chernobyl Forum, set up by anumber
of bodies including the World Health Organisation, the UN
and governments of Belarus, the Russian Federation and
Ukraine, concluded that fewer than 50 people, most of them
workers at the plant, died as a result of exposure to radiation.
Most of them died immediately after the disaster, but some
survived until as late as 2004.

The forum estimates up to 9,000 people could eventually die
from radiation exposure - although Greenpeace claims the
figure could be much higher, up to 93,000.

The contamination spread across neighbouring Belarus,
andinto Europe. In north Wales, sheep on some 350 farms
stillhave to be tested for radiation before their meat can be
eaten.

A concrete sarcophagus was hastily built to cover the dam-
aged reactor, but itis weakening over time. Itis due tobe
replacedin 2007.

Chernobyl continued to produce electricity for another 14
years, untilinternational pressure forced its closure in 2000.
An official exclusion zone around the plant remains in place,
extending for 18 miles. Itis one of the most radioactive spots
onEarth.
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circle of friends if you join groups.
Debates will stifle passion.

CROSSWORDS

You must consider yourself for
a change.
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FOR SALE

[Colcane] Large 3/4 bedroom 2 ks
2,530 17 512,980,000 (ref: 19096000}

[Macau] Seaview Garden Ipm il
1,420 ft*$10,900,000 (ref: 20016004)

FOR RENT

lim 2
121001}

PORTUGAL

[Macau] Vai Fung Tr

1,065 ft* 515,800 ref:

[Coloane] Grand Coloarne Resort 1k 1%
10t $10,000/mth (ref: 20021002}

AD
® 2
bl
m
propertyis:

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imimacau (& [mlproperty

[Coloane] Hellene Gardens 1 - 3 2

RESidEI‘ICE thl‘ough Gﬂlden UISA 1,663 ft $8,200,000 (ref: 19025577)

6:00PM, 30 April, 2020

[Coloane] Ocean Garden

[Macau] Apartment w' baloomy 2mm ] .
3,700 ft* $35,000/mth (ref: 18040674)

840 ft* 54,580,000 (ref: 20016003)
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EUROPE SEEKS SAFE REVIVAL OF
TOURISM BEFORE SUMMER SEASON

JASMINA KUZMANOVIC
& ALEXANDER WEBER

UROPEAN Union nations

seek to agree on a way to re-
vive the crucial tourism industry
this summer without causing
new coronavirus infections to
spike.

“We all agreed that we shou-
Id have a unanimous approach
when it comes to opening the
borders, as we are all one family,”
Croatia’s Tourism Minister Gari
Cappelli told reporters in Zagreb
after a video conference with his
peers in the bloc. “People still
want to travel outside their bor-
ders, and we should allow that as
much as we possibly can.”

Tourism contributes about
10% to the EU’s economic ou-
tput and provides jobs for almost
12% of workers, according to the
Croat government, which cur-
rently holds the bloc’s rotating
presidency. Mediterranean na-
tions are particularly vulnerable
to the impact of the pandemic, as
tourism makes for large parts of
tax revenues and jobs.

Spain’s central bank last week
said the economy could shrink
between 6.8% and 12.4% this

AD b

BLOOMBERG

year, a range based on how long
confinement measures last as
well as survival rate of busines-
ses. Greek hotels expect to lose
more than half of their predicted
revenue in 2020, contributing to
the country’s economic contrac-
tion of between 5% and 10%,
according to the government’s
forecast.

Croatia depends on revenue
from the sector for about 20%
of its economic output. It stands
to lose about 75% of its income
from tourism this year, which
may result in an economic drop
of 9%, according to the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund.

While countries including
Spain, Germany and Croatia
have recently started easing res-
trictions on citizens movements,
as their rates of new infections
stabilized, no government in the
bloc has fully reopened its border
to foreigners.

“Should there be no EU-wide
agreement on a safety protocol,
Croatia will seek bilateral deals
on opening air and road corri-
dors with interested countries,”
Cappelli said. Epidemiologists
will be included consulted in the
process of reopening any bor-

ders, he said.

Not every country is equally
enthusiastic about allowing in-
ternational travel in the coming
months, however. German Fo-
reign Minister Heiko Maas on
Sunday warned against a “Euro-
pean race to see who will allow
tourist travel first,” recalling the
incident of an Austrian ski resort
that became a cluster for new in-
fections.

The EU’s tourism ministers
also said in a joint statement yes-
terday that the industry should be
among the main priorities of the
EU’s recovery plan. BLOOMBERG

ANBANG UNIT
SUES MIRAE TO
COMPLETE $5.8
BILLION
HOTEL DEAL

N Anbang Insurance Group Co.

nit sued to force South Korea’s

Mirae Asset Global Investments Co.

to complete its $5.8 billion purchase

of a U.S. luxury hotel portfolio as the

coronavirus pandemic roils financial
markets.

The suit was filed under seal in
Delaware Chancery Court Monday.
In a public summary, officials of the
Anbang unit said the suit “seeks an
order compelling defendants to spe-
cifically perform their obligations
under a sale and purchase agreement
and certain equity commitment let-
ters.”

Mirae officials had asked the Bei-
jing-based insurer for more time to
close the deal because the required
debt financing isn't immediately avai-
lable, Bloomberg News reported ear-
lier this month.

The portfolio of 15 luxury hotels,
which Anbang acquired via its acquisi-
tion of Strategic Hotels & Resorts Inc.,
includes the Westin St. Francis in San
Francisco, Loews Santa Monica Bea-
ch Hotel, JW Marriott Essex House in
New York and the Four Seasons in Ja-
ckson Hole, Wyoming. BLOOMBERG

=2
B
S

S8 A PARTNERS:
EE4E Rui José da Cunha®
WEEL Alvaro Rodrigues ®

B Thao Lu®*
BARE Jolo Nogueira Marques

FHRES ASSOCIATES:

WAH Adeine Correia®

ME Zoina Rodripues *

BER Susana Batalka

ERE Mara lolo Marques
BFME Antdnio lséo de Azeredo
Bt loha Berenguel

AT M, Maruna Afornso Estoves
PR Maria AntSnia Giestas
RER Carlos dos Santos Ferreira
HME Mekon de Asevedo
WUE Joio Gongalves Assuncio
EM era Bastos

Bk FunVelor de Moura
EWE Anténio Manuel dos Santos
B Miguel Fvaristo

BER joana Chan

HRYE Teress Xaararg Yan
EEH Maria Moras

WEBE TRANEE LAWYERS:
W José | Rodngues

B Viana Hong

RN Ana Leon

MM FredercoVong

-0 Cheong W Hong

=85 L Lei

CeC

% LAWYERS
PR & NOTARIES

EEFEHE Murio Sardinha da Mata ®

To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as
recommended by the local Authorities.

RTREZFMETHNREMZE, RMFEERBAHEFN
REAEBRLNZEADEERIRP .

A: Av. da Praia Grande 759, 3-5 Floors
Macau SAR, China

b ik - Y K R ER 7595 3-S5 HE

Tel: (853) 2837 2642 | 2837 2623

Office hours:

Sat: 9:00-13:00

WWW.CCADVOG.COM

Mon-Thu: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:30
Fri: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:00
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JAKE COYLE, AP FILM WRITER

ITTLE was predictable

about the Beastie Boys

in their three-plus de-

cades of making music.
They were spontaneous, always
evolving, off-the-cuff pranksters
who turned pro without ever lo-
sing the punchline.

Even seeing ahead to the end
of a rhyme was impossible. Their
lyrics took circuitous, hysteri-
cal routes. “I'll stir fry you in my
wok/Your knees’ll start shakin’
and your fingers pop/Like a pin-
ch on the neck of Mr. Spock.”

So why is “Beastie Boys Story,”
a documentary of Mike Dia-
mond and Adam Horowitz’s
staged show, so predictable?
“Beastie Boys Story,” which ar-
rives Friday on Apple TV-Plus, is
billed as a “live documentary ex-
perience.” And with Spike Jonze,
who so memorably directed the
Beastie Boys’ “Sabotage” music

DRIVEIN

'Beastie Boys Story' isn't
a sure shot, but it'll do

video presiding over both the
theater show and the film, one
could reasonably expect — wha-
tever “live documentary” means
— something alive. Maybe even
something “off the hook like La-
trell Sprewell” or popping “like a
pinch on the neck of Mr. Spock.”

And yet, “Beastie Boys Story,”
while often rollicking and mo-
ving, frequently has the stale air
of a Ted Talk, as Horowitz and
Diamond calmly walk the stage,
read teleprompters from stools,
pause for frequent video inserts
and chronologically tell the story

of their unlikely rise from down-
town New York to hip-hop elite.

“Beastie Boys Story” was a
touring stage show that Horowitz
(Ad-Rock) and Diamond (Mike
D) performed following the 2018
publication of their massive me-
moir-scrapbook “Beastie Boys
Book.” Over their three-night
stand last year at Brooklyn’s Kin-
gs Theater, Jonze documented it.
Occasionally, he’s heard (but not
seen) interjecting from the boo-
th.

Those few moments, along
with a handful of other sly riffs (a

montage of their hard-working
“Check Your Head” club tour is
scored to Dolly Parton’s “9 to 5”)
supply some of the deconstruc-
tion you'd expect from the Beas-
ties and Jonze. But, really, much
of this isn't so different than
“Springsteen on Broadway,” only
with more interjections of “No
joke!” and “That’s crazy!”

But one of the richest threads
of the Beasties’ story is how
they were so often propelled by
improvisation and goofing off.
Their sophomore album, “Paul’s
Boutique,” was a mash-up mas-

terpiece of endless sampling and
style mixing. When they rented
a Hollywood house owned by
Marilyn Grasshoff, her ‘70s war-
drobe became their treasure-
-trove of props. “Sabotage,” they
filmed without permits or much
planning. At their best, they just
went out and made stuff, pulling
from a wide spectrum of sources
and whatever was around them.

“Beastie Boys Story,” though,
is polished legacy burnishing
that doesn’t quite suit the ra-
ppers of “So What'cha Want” let
alone “(You Gotta) Fight for Your
Right (To Party).” At times, it feels
perilously close to the rough dra-
ft of a jukebox musical to come.

But if the framework is less
inspired, the story remains
grand. Their arc is a spectacular
one, starting as a wannabe punk
band (“We were Monty Python
as much as we were Black Flag,”
one recalls); being molded by
Russell Simmons into a cheap
MTYV act; picking up instruments
and taking control of their mu-
sical destiny; turning from party
anthems to socially conscious
activism.

It’s a journey not so unlike The
Beatles or The Who, starting as
a novelty act and turning artis-
tically adventurous. “It’s not so
much that we grew up. We wised
up,” says Horowitz.

But where the Beastie Boys
differed most from the standard
music-stardom cliche is in how
tight they remained, brothers to
the last -- a perpetual three-man
weave with the comic timing of
Moe, Larry and Curly. And it’s
in the heartfelt remembrances
of Adam Yauch, the band’s mu-
sical and spiritual leader, that
“Beastie Boys Story” breaks into
sometime more authentic and
memorable. Even the deficien-
cies of the movie become a kind
of tribute. Early on Mike D says
it simply: “The two of us will do
the best we can because one of
us isn’t here.”

“Beastie Boys Story,” an Apple TV

Plus release, is unrated by the Mo-

tion Picture Association of America.

Running time: 119 minutes. Two and a
half stars out of four.* * )
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Cleaning Specialists
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One-Time Cleanings
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Call: 2883 3008
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Hiring & Daily Cleaning
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‘SCAMSIDY’

Subsidies, who would reject them? I am gues-
sing no one, and in times of extra difficulties,
a government subsidy seems always to be the
perfect solution to patch a rising issue and
bring back the praising smiles.

For those used to living in Macau, it is no sur-
prise that the local government often finds the
“magic effect” of subsidies as though they are
an ace up the government’s sleeve that will ta-
ckle every problem.

It was like that for a long time, when after the
handover, people soon realized that with the
exponential economic growth of Macau came
a drastic reduction in quality of life. The Weal-
th Partaking Scheme, among other subsidies,
came to be a reality that would never again be
prescinded in the universe of local residents.

But, as often happens with money-related is-
sues, money attracts greed and while no one re-
jects it, some are not just happy with the share
they get and want a share of what others get.

From the Continuing Education Development
Plan to the Healthcare Subsidy Scheme, there
are many examples, some very fresh in the me-
mory, of scams and malpractices performed by
people and institutions to unlawfully get mo-
ney from the government.

Just last week, we heard about another of the-
se scams involving health vouchers amounting
to over 9 million patacas.

According to the report, a group of twelve
people behind the unlawful scheme acquired
the amount in only a few months through the
unlawful use of over 11,000 Macau ID cards.

And if it is possible to perform scams on such
a scale with vouchers that are worth only 600
patacas per person, imagine what has been
done with the continuing education policy that
grants up to 6,000 patacas for activities that are
supposed to be for education, training, and the
increase of personal and professional skills.

But while these unfortunate events have been
happening and the government tries to tackle
them by closing the loopholes, other opportu-
nities arise.

The newly created Electronic Consumption
Voucher, aiming to revitalize the economic
activities of local companies through internal
consumption, seems to contain another of the-
se loopholes that allows fraudulent activities.

Although it has not yet been put into opera-
tion, as soon as its details were known by the
public, and especially after the vouchers had
started to be collected, underground move-
ments kicked-off, making use of contact lists
and social media networks to bypass a system
that aimed to provide support to local residents
and companies.

From people that are and have been abroad
for years finding ways to get the vouchers col-
lected by family members and friends, to peo-
ple willing to purchase other people’s e-vou-
chers in exchange for a smaller amount of cash,
a little of everything started to be seen around
Macau.

Again, the e-voucher seems to be another
plan that, like the others, started with good in-
tentions but would potentially be transformed
into the most recent “scamsidy” opportunity
for the upcoming months. This is as the first
3,000 patacas are loaded on each card, and
another 5,000 will follow in a couple of months.

According to official data released by the Eco-
nomic Bureau and the Monetary Authority of
Macao, in the first phase of registration there
were about 650,000 people that filled out an
application to collect the e-vouchers. The go-
vernment noted that it believed this number
would increase in the second registration pe-
riod.

Considering this figure, I get confused. After
all, how many residents of Macau are there?

THE

BUZZ

The head of the World Food Program says he has been on the
phone with leaders of some of the world’s richest nations with
a critical message: the coronavirus pandemic is not only affec-
ting your economy but is impacting the economies of vulne-
rable and conflict-torn countries where millions of people will
face starvation if you cut the U.N. agency’s funding for food.

David Beasley said in an interview with The Associated Press
he has also been telling leaders that maintaining supply chains
is critical and there are many potential obstacles — export res-

trictions, closed borders and ports, farms not producing and

roads closed.

Beasley warned the U.N. Security Council last week that as
the world deals with the COVID-19 pandemic it is “on the brink
of a hunger pandemic” that could lead to “multiple famines of
biblical proportions” within a few months if immediate action

isn’t taken.

He said 821 million people go to bed hungry every night all

over the world now.

ONE GOOD THING

STOOP SHOW: BROOKLYN
ACCORDIONIST
ENTERTAINS NEIGHBORS

AP PHOTO

Choir director and neighbor Pam

timely words to his songs

McAllister (left) encouges musician Paul Stein to invent

e

KATHY WILLENS,
NEW YORK

AUL Stein felt useless

- stuck in his Brooklyn
brownstone  apartment,
watching his neighbors
suffer deprivations as CO-
VID-19 swept the city.

Then, on television,
the retired public-sector
lawyer and political
activist saw people
around the world
rallying: “I saw peo-
ple in France and
Italy banging pots
and pans out their
windows, clapping
and singing from
balconies. I wanted
to do this in my nei-
ghborhood. “

He knew what he
had to do.

He took out his accor-
dion. And he played.

His stage is the steps lea-
ding up to his building, his
stoop. “For as long as peo-
ple have been hanging out
on their stoops and socia-
lizing with their neighbors,
they’ve been doing it from
their stoops,” he said. “The
natural acoustics of the
narrow street bring the mu-
sic to my neighbors.”

He regularly sings and
plays during the nightly 7
p-m. rounds of applause for
health care and front-line
workers. Over the past few
weeks, he has played four,
45-minute concerts.

Stein had played on his
block before: scary mu-
sic for the children on
Halloween while his part-
ner Elena handed out can-
dy. This time, he alerted the
neighbors with a telephone
call. At 71, he’sin a high-risk
group. So, he didn't want to
encourage a get-together at
close distance.

ry
The natural

acoustics of the
narrow street

bring the music

to my neighbors.

PAUL STEIN

‘I'm very conscien-
tious, he said. “I don’'t want
to do anything to promote
social gathering.”

Stein calls his im-
promptu concerts the
“Emergency  Accordion
Stoop Extravaganza,” or
“EASE.” He decorated a
construction helmet with
the words “Accordion Ex-
travaganza’ on the front
and “Keep Back Six Feet”
on the back.

“Elena doesn’t like it,”
he says, “but1do.”

The accordion is not
an instrument beloved by
all; it has been the butt of
many jokes (What’s the
difference between an

accordion and a concerti-

na? I takes longer to burn

an accordion.) But Stein
loves it, and has been

playing since he was 8.

He has a vast repertoire of

songs, and he sometimes

adds the melodica, a free-

-reed type of large harmo-

nica.

“I'm doing mostly ins-
trumentals. .. a
polka, a tango, the
‘Hokey Pokey,’ and
other fun things,”
he said. “Sometimes
‘This Land is Your
Land;” ‘La Cucara-
cha,’ the Mexican
hat dance; Bill Wi-
thers’ ‘Lean on Me.
People like up-tem-
po things.”

His  neighbors
seem to appreciate his ef-
forts.

Madeline Chang, who
just retired after 20 years
teaching in New York City'’s
schools, and partner Tim
Sozen danced on a tiny
concrete patch in their front
yard.

“We were inspired be-
cause the music is so won-
derful so powerful,”
Chang said. “It’s its own lan-
guage.”

Said Stein: “I try to come
up with songs of hope. We
need to keep our spirits up.”

And regardless, “What's
more Brooklyn than han-
ging out with your nei-
ghbors on the stoop?” AP

New Zealand reported
five new coronavirus cases
as the nation gets ready to
ease its strict lockdown at
midnight. Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern said there
hasn't been widespread
community transmission

of the virus and the country
has so far managed to
avoid the worst scenarios
for an outbreak. She said

it would continue to hunt
down the last few cases.
Starting at midnight, certain
businesses like construction
can reopen, but with social
distancing.
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Japanis adding 14 more
countries, including Russia,
Peru and Saudi Arabia, to

its entry ban asit steps up
border controls while its
coronavirus outbreak grows.
Japan already banned

entry from more than 70
other countries, banning
foreigners with records of
visiting those countriesin
the past two weeks, while
invalidating visas for the

rest of the world. Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe said the
expansion will take effect
tomorrow.

South Korea reported

10 new cases of the
coronavirus as officials mull
reopening schools. The
figures released by the
Korea Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
brought the national totals
t0 10,738 cases and 243
deaths. Using an active test-
and-quarantine program,
South Korea has managed
to slow its outbreak without
lockdowns or business
bans. But schools remain
shut while providing children
remote learning.
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Singapore reported 799
new infections yesterday
totakeitstotalto 14,423,
including 12 deaths. The
health ministry said the
vast majority of the new
cases were again foreign
workers living in cramped
dormitories. Singapore has
the third highest number
of infections in Asia, after
China and India. Despite
the sharprise ininfections
among foreign workers —
who now account for over
80% of the cases —the
city-state has said the
situation is contained.



